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LIC  Annual  Assembly 
To  Feature  Win  Coffin 


Dr.  William  Sloane  Coffin  will  be  a  key  resource 
person  and  speaker  for  the  Annual  Assembly  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  on  Jan.  12  and  13  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Coffin  is  the  distinguished  pastor  of  the  Riverside 
Church  in  New  York  City.  He  was  chaplain  at  Yale 
University  for  18  years  and  was  one  of  the  three  United 
States  clergymen  who  went  to  Iran  in  1979  to  conduct 
Christmas  services  for  the  American  hostages. 

“Neutron  Bombs  or  God’s  Peace”  will  be  Coffin’s 
topic  for  his  speech  at  the  Ecumenical  Worship  Service 
for  Peace  at  7  p.m.,Janl2. 

Coffin  will  also  participate  in  the  Workshops  on 
Peace  Education  from  1:30  to  5  p.m.  Jan.  12  and  from 
8:30  to  10:30  a.m.  Jan.  13. 

The  Tuesday  workshop  will  begin  with  an  overview 
of  the  need  for  peace  in  our  time  by  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  pastor  of  the  host  church  and  chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Task  force  on  Peace 
Education.  Other  participants  on  Tuesday  will  include 
Dr.  Herman  Daly,  professor  of  economics  at  LSU,  and 
representatives  from  the  Defense  and  State  depart¬ 
ments. 

Dr.  Alan  Geyer,  director  of  the  Center  for  Theology 
and  Public  Policy  in  Washington,  D.C.,  will  lead  the 
discussion  on  the  topic  of  “What  the  Churches  Can  Do 
for  Peace,”  set  for  Wednesday  at  8 : 30  a .m . 


The  general  public  is  invited  to  the  workshops  and  to 
the  Ecumenical  Worship  service  for  Peace.  Special 
music  will  be  provided  by  the  Mt.  Zion  First  Baptist 
Church  Senior  Choir  under  the  direction  of  Melba 
Simmons  with  Earl  Taylor  as  soloist. 

Other  leaders  in  the  worship  service  will  include  The 
Most  Rev.  Joseph  V.  Sullivan,  bishop  of  the  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Baton  Rouge:  Dr.  T.  J.  Jemison,  pastor  of 
Mt.  Zion;  Margaret  Browder,  first  Vice  President  of 
the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference;  The  Most  Rev. 
Philip  M.  Hannan,  archbishop  of  the  Archdiocese  of 
New  Orleans;  Dr.  Francis  Williams,  pastor  of  Butler’s 
Chapel  AME-Zion  Church;  Dr.  James  Monroe,  Presby¬ 
tery  of  South  Louisiana;  and  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Right  Rev.  James  B.  Brown,  bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  Louisiana  and  President  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  will  call  the 
Assembly  into  business  session  from  1  to  1:30  p.m. 
Tuesday  and  from  10:30  a.m.  to  Noon  Wednesday. 

The  Assembly  will  hear  reports  on  the  progress  of 
the  chapel  at  the  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary  at 
Angola  and  on  the  work  of  the  task  forces  and  the  Rev. 
James  L.  Stovall,  executive  director. 

Other  business  will  include  the  election  of  officers 
and  the  adoption  of  the  budget  for  1982. 


Dr.  William  Sloane  Coffin 


Scouts  First  Year  Good 
At  St.  Paul’s  In  Monroe 


St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe,  sees  the  dramatic  effects  of 
returning  to  a  Boy  Scout  program  as 
churches  across  the  denomination  are 
now  being  challenged  to  do  by  the  section 
on  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

It  all  started  when  a  church  member 
asked  the  pastor  if  the  Administrative 
Board  would  consider  sponsoring  a 
Troop  and  permit  him  to  develop  the 
organization.  Church  members  were 
reminded  at  that  point  that  scouting  had 
at  one  time  been  a  vital  part  of  the  out¬ 
reach  of  the  church. 

Inquiries  were  made  to  determine 
what  interest  there  might  be  and,  shortly 
thereafter,  it  was  agreed  the  church 


would  sponsor  this  new  venture.  Richard 
Hopes,  church  member,  was  named 
Scoutmaster  and  an  Institutional  Repre¬ 
sentative  and  Scout  Committee  were 
named. 

Things  were  on  the  way.  Troop  231  was 
chartered  with  eight  members  in 
September  of  1980. 

When  leadership  had  been  secured  and 
chartering  completed,  the  second  hurdle 
was  approached  —  outfitting  the  troop 
with  equipment. 

Fund  raising  projects  by  the  Scouts 
and  matching  fund  contributions  from 
the  church  United  Methodist  Men 
provided  the  means  to  obtain  basic 
supplies,  tents  and  cooking  utensils. 

Interest  has  been  high  from  the  begin¬ 


ning  of  conversation  about  restoring  the 
scouting  program  at  St.  Paul’s.  One  year 
from  organization  and  there  are  24 
members  of  Troop  231  and  two  full  time 
assistant  scoutmasters. 

Progress  by  the  scouts  has  been 
astounding  as  they  have  qualified  and 
attained  the  following  awards  during  the 
first  year:  18  Tenderfoot,  12  Second 
Class,  6  First  Class,  3  Star,  206  Skill 
Awards  and  50  merit  badges. 

In  addition,  the  Troop  participated  in 
the  Ouachita  Valley  Council  Scout 
Exposition  and  was  selected  the  out¬ 
standing  troop  at  the  event.  The  troop 
was  also  well  represented  at  the  formal 
dedication  of  Camp  T.  L.  James  near 
Minden. 


The  troop  has  been  oh  12  campouts 
during  the  past  year  and  14  boys  attended 
the  T.  L.  James  Boy  Scout  Camp  during 
the  summer. 

Scouting  is  once  again  a  vital  part  of 
the  outreach  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  and 
there  is  strong  commitment  to  the 
development  of  the  character,  skills,  and 
faith  of  the  young  men  of  the  community. 

Consideration  is  also  being  given  to 
organizing  a  Cub  Pack  which  will  extend 
even  further  the  outreach  of  this  vital 
youth  ministry. 

Committed  laymen,  a  willing  adminis¬ 
trative  board  and  a  supportive  United 
Methodist  Men’s  organization  gave  new 
birth  to  Boy  Scout  Troop  231. 


‘Nursing  Day  Out’  Volunteers 
Win  Annual  Health  Care  Award 


The  “Annual  Award  for  Group  Volun¬ 
teers”  was  presented  to  the  Nursing  Day 
Out  Program  of  the  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Alexandria. 

The  award,  presented  by  the  Louisiana 
Health  Care  Association,  was  given  at  a 
banquet  in  Baton  Rouge  with  eight 
members  of  the  program  present. 

The  Nursing  Day  Out  Program  came 
into  existence  in  1979  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry 
and  Maxine  Watkins.  The  program  has 
expanded  to  about  50  volunteers  and  ser¬ 
vices  seven  nursing  homes  in  the 
Alexandria  Area. 

Once  a  month,  the  residents  from  the 
Nursing  Homes  are  brought  to  the 
church  for  a  program  and  refreshments. 
Members  of  the  group  feel  the  service  is 
gratifying  and  through  their  dedication 
they  are  extending  the  hand  of  Christian 
love: 

On  hand  to  receive  the  award  were 
Ruby  Fleshman,  Roche  Manning,  Virginia 
Allman,  Edwina  O’Quinn,  Lylln  Guth, 
Ramey  Henry  and  Stan  Vinatta.  Fern 
Mier,  coordinator  of  the  program,  ac¬ 
cepted  the  award  for  the  group. 


Members  of  the  Nursing  Day  Out  Program  with  the  award. 


The  Prince  Of  Peace  Is  Here! 


Around  The  Conference 

Samuel  D.  Cook  Named 
To  Rhodes  Committee 


Dr.  Samuel  D.  Cook, 
president  of  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity,  has  been  selected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Louisiana  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Selection  for  the 
Rhodes  Scholarships  for  the 
third  consecutive  time. 

The  announcement  of 
Cook’s  appointment  and 
others  of  the  committee  were 
made  by  Dr.  David 
Alexander,  American 
Secretary  for  The  Rhodes 
Scholarship  Trust,  whose 
office  is  at  Pomona  College  in 
Claremont,  Calif. 

Among  those  appointed 
were  five  Tulane  University 
professors:  Charles  T.  Davis, 
history;  Thomas  E. 
Carbonneau,  law;  Robert 
Massie,  history;  George  M. 
Rosa,  French  and  Catharine 
H.  Brosman,  French  and 
Italian.  Also  appointed  was 


Dr.  Samuel  D.  Cook 

Dr.  Mark  R.  Williams  of  Shell 
Oil  in  Houston,  Tex. 

The  Louisiana  Committee  of 
Selection  will  meet  Dec.  16  at 
Dillard  University. 


Centenary  Slates 
Study  Week  Jan.  25-29 

January  25  through  29  have  been  designated  as  the  Centenary 
January  Study  Week. 

There  is  still  time  and  space  for  those  who  wish  to  pick  up  two 
continuing  education  units. 

Centenary  is  offering  the  course  in  January. 

Dr.  Clarence  Snelling  of  Iliff  will  lead  a  class  as  it  looks  at 
faith  development. 

Dr.  John  Rogers  will  focus  on  Lent. 

Registration  is  $50  and  should  be  sent  to  the  Rev  Don 
McDowell,  director  of  Church  Relation. 

The  week  should  prove  to  be  a  quality  week  of  study. 

Publishing  House 
Sets  Tax  Seminar 

The  Methodist  Publishing  House  is  conducting  12  regional 
Income  Tax  Seminars  around  the  country  during  the  month  of 
January. 

One  of  those  seminars  will  be  held  at  the  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  Jan.  26  from  9:30  am  to 4 ■  30  pm 

The  program  will  be  led  by  Certified  Public  Accountants  with 
knowledge  in  the  area  of  tax  treatment  for  parsonage  or 
housing  allowances,  as  well  as  reporting  self-employed  or 
employee  income,  special  self-employment  and  FICA  rules 
reporting  professional  expenses;  the  implication  of  the 
Economic  Recovery  Tax  Act  of  1981  and  an  Income  Tax 
Preparation  Workshop. 

Registration  for  the  seminar  will  be  $49  per  person  and  may 
be  paid  by  check  to  Cokesbury,  P.O.  Box  298,  Dallas  Texas 
75221,  or  may  be  charged  to  the  minister’s  Cokesbury  account 

The  fee  includes  all  course  material,  lunch  and  the  coffee 
breaks.  The  number  of  persons  who  may  be  included  in  the 
workshop  is  limited  so  interested  persons  should  register  as 
soon  as  possible. 

UMYF  Fasts  20  Hours 
For  World  Hung  er 

vD^g„the  Jhanksgiving  holidays,  the  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  of  Davidson  Memorial  in  Lafayette  fasted  for 
20  hours  to  raise  money  for  preventing  hunger. 

Each  participant  got  sponsors  to  pledge  money  for  each  hour 
fasted  with  a  total  of  over  $400  being  raised  for  world  hunger. 

...  The  group  played  simulation  games,  watched  movies  and 
hunger'*)  ^  participated  in  Bible  stud>'  on  the  subject  of 

Funds  for  the  Starve-a-thon  will  go  to  the  Hunger  Advance 
Special  of  the  Conference  and  UMCOR. 
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serving  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Football,  heroes  and  our  faith 


A  popular  song  of  several  years  back 
insisted  that  “you  gotta  be  a  football  hero 
to  be  in  love  with  a  beautiful  girl.”  That’s 
nonsense,  of  course,  but  until  the  Super 
Bowl  puts  our  nation’s  citizens  out  of 
their  annual  gridiron  madness  for 
another  year,  it  won’t  be  hard  to  see  why 
the  song  writer  reached  that  conclusion. 

What  is  far  from  nonsense,  however,  is 
that  we  all  have  heroes  —  if  not  on  the 
football  field,  then  elsewhere.  If  you  want 
to  gain  a  better  understanding  of 
someone,  determine  who  their  heroes  are 
and  why. 

Who  are  your  heroes?  Who  do  you  seek 
to  “be  like”?  How  many  of  your  heroes 
have  you  met  through  the  church  or  some 
other  kind  of  shared  religious 
experience?  How  explicitly  religious  are 
the  people  you  think  of  as  heroes?  What 
is  there  about  this  person’s  religious 
beliefs  and  practices  that  you  consider 
worthy  of  emulation? 

For  Christians,  the  ultimate  “hero,”  of 
course,  is  Jesus  —  not  in  any  cardboard, 
“football  hero”  sense,  but  in  the  sense  of 
revealing  to  us  by  teaching  and  example 
how  God  intends  for  human  life  to  be 
lived. 

The  New  Testament  provides  us  with 
many  clear  images  of  how  Jesus  lived, 
and  how  he  taught  others  to  live.  His  life 
includes  all  the  marks  of  true  heroism  — 
not  the  least  of  which  was  a  remarkable 
integrity  between  his  teachings  about 
living  in  relationship  to  God,  and  the  way 
he  actually  lived  —  and  died.  To  those 
who  would  follow  Jesus,  he  offered  these 
words  in  his  Sermon  on  the  Mount:  “Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works  and  give  glory 
to  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven.” 

Hence,  it  should  be  clear  that  heroism 
for  Christians  is  not  something  we  set  out 
to  accomplish  for  ourselves.  In  fact,  a 
primary  mark  of  Christian  heroism  is 
that  our  good  works  point  beyond 
ourselves  and  glorify  God.  If  the  status  of 
“hero’  ’  is  to  be  conferred  on  any  of  us  as 
Christians,  it  will  be  based  not  on  our 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
netodocal  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  700 
member-families  of  the  First  UMC  of 
Atlantic,  Iowa  (Iowa  Conference)  and 
approximately  750  member-families  of 
the  North  Cross  UMC  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri  (Missouri  West  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
pews  with  annual  conference  and  general 
Religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
if  a§:  onq  ppper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
tpie  ehurch’s  members. 

Ttfour  new  readers  in  Atlantic  an^I^an- 
:  as  wty  we  say  “Welcome."  We  hope 
;  ou  >fi^  'ftrjd  your  new  church  paper 
intejlesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
Will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


HEAVEN 

Luke  17:20-21,  KJV 
“Home  is  where  the  heart  is.” 

And  heaven’s  there,  too. 

“Look  for  the  kingdom,” 

Said  Jesus,  “In  you. 

“Waste  not  the  hours 
In  searching  the  sky. 

The  wonders  you  seek 
Are  already  nigh. 

“If  you  would  find  them 
Let  earth  be  your  start, 

For  heaven’s  the  hold 
You  give  love  on  your  heart." 

—Gordon  Pratt  Baker 
Glen  Burnie,  Maryland 
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greatness  but  on  how  effectively  our  lives 
reflect  God’s  glory.  As  Jesus  told  his 
disciples  on  the  road  to  Jerusalem  where 
his  own  earthly  life  would  end: 
“Whoever  would  be  great  among  you 
must  be  your  servant,  and  whoever 
would  be  first  among  you  must  be  slave 
of  all.” 

A  “hero”  in  the  Christian  sense  is 
likely  to  be  a  vastly  different  person  from 
those  who  enjoy  the  momentary  “idol” 
worship  often  bestowed  on  persons  for 
some  frivolous  or  temporary 
accomplishment  We  are  plentifully 
reminded  of  this  mindset  at  year’s  end 
when  printed  lists  of  heroes  such  as  the 
“10  best  dressed  women”  or  the  “10  most 
admired  persons”  or  even  the  “10  most 
influential  persons  in  religion”  are 
unveiled.  In  contrast,  the  greatest  of 
heroes,  in  a  Christian  sense,  are  persons 
who  seek  to  live  faithfully  in  relation  to 
others  as  followers  of  Christ,  and  who 
likely  do  not  think  of  themselves  as 
“heroes”  at  all. 

As  one  year  ends  and  another  begins, 
now  is  an  ideal  time  for  us,  as  Christians, 
to  consider  who  our  heroes  are.  An 
implicit  part  of  making  New  Year’s 
resolutions  is,  in  fact,  defining  who  we 
want  to  “be  like”  during  the  coming 
year. 

Who  are  your  “heroes”?  Why  do  you 
look  up  to  them?  Whose  hero  are  you? 
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Here  I  Stand 

Can  the  world’s  poor  persons  hear 
the  Gospel  from  a  rich  evangelist? 


JANUARY  1, 1982  ^ 


MV  SEW  SEAR'S 
RESOLUTION  IS  TO 
VISIT  THE  SICK 
WITHOUT  PELAV... 
TO  FOLLOW  UP  ON 
ABSENTEES 

promptly 


TO  PH5CHAR6E  MV 
COMMITTEE  RE¬ 
SPONSIBILITIES  AT 
OSCE., .TO  KEEP 
MV  OFFERING 
PLEVGE  UP  TO 
PATE 

_^N 


THAT’S  FOR 
YEAR  AFTER  NEXT, 
LGRP 


By  E.  GENE  LYNCH 

Twenty-two  nations  met  recently  in 
Cancun,  Mexico  in  an  effort  to  arrive  at 
formulae  to  assist  the  poorer  nations 
gain  a  measure  of  equality  with  their 
richer  neighbors.  As  usual,  the  meeting 
ended  with  no  agreement,  but  with 
platitudes  assuring  that  no  substantive 
help  will  be  forthcoming.  That  similar 
meetings  have  occurred  with  a  notable 
lack  of  success  insured  that  the  Third 
World  representatives  would  not  arrive 
with  false  hopes  ...  but  that  is  perhaps 
the  only  satisfaction  they  received. 

The  World  Methodist  Conference 
which  I  attended  in  Honolulu  during  July 
was  a  forum  for  much  debate  over 
redress  of  wrongs  begun  generations  ago 
by  colonialization,  but  which  many  feel 
continue  today  under  policies  which 
appear  to  be  aimed  at  preserving  the 
economic,  cultural  and  political 
advantages  of  the  richer  countries. 

At  Cancun,  neither  the  secular  nor  the 
ecclesiastical  bodies  flinched  at  the 
tremendous  pride  and  arrogance 
inherent  in  the  use  of  such  terms  as  “free 
enterprise,”  and  "impersonal  monetary 
markets.”  What  is  “free”  about 
economic  serfdom?  Where  can  there  be 
"enterprise”  when  one  lacks  capital? 
The  very  last  thing  the  poor  nations  want 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Mr.  Denver,  Ms.  Bobo  have  wrong 
approach  to  world  hunger  problem 


To  the  Editor: 

It  is  comforting  to  know  that  Mr.  John 
Denver  and  Ms.  Bobo  plan  to  succeed 
where  God  has  failed  in  conquering 
world  hunger  (see  UMR,  Dec.  4) . 

I  will  stake  my  last  dime  that  they  will 
never  see  the  day  when  there  is  no 
hunger  in  the  world,  simply  because  of 
their  approach  to  the  situation.  They 
have  not  really  come  to  grips  with  the 
problem.  Christ  said,  “I  am  the  bread  of 
life;  he  who  comes  to  me  shall  not 
hunger,  and  he  who  believes  in  me  shall 
never  thirst.  But  I  said  to  you  that  you 
have  seen  me  and  yet  do  not  believe?”  It 
seems  that  Mr.  Denver,  Ms.  Bobo,  and 
many  other  Christians  may  not  truly 
believe. 

Why  do  people  not  believe?  Christ  had 
the  answer  to  that  one  also.  He  said, 
“You  hypocrites!  Well  did  Isaiah 
prophesy  of  you  when  he  said,  ‘This 
people  honor  me  with  their  lips,  but  their 
heart  is  far  from  me;  in  vain  do  they 
worship  me,  teaching  as  doctrines  the 
precepts  of  men’." 

Leslie  Delahay 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
‘Inclusive  language’ 
revision  needs  even  more 
To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  Bishop  William 
Boyd  Grove’s  “Here  I  Stand”  headlined 
“We  must  allow  images  that  have  been 
hidden  in  the  Bible  to  emerge”  in  the 
Dec.  11  issue.  I  support  this  as  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  prepares  a 
second  edition  of  the  Revised  Standard 
Version. 

This  also  seems  an  opportune  time  to 
make  word  changes  or  revisions  to 
portray  clearly  the  meanings  originally 
intended.  The  writers  and  translators 
have  done  an  excellent  job  but  the 
meaning  of  words  as  used  in  the  Bible 
needs  refining. 

I  have  particular  reference  to  the  use 
of  “day”  in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis 
when  God  created  the  Universe  and  all 
that  in  there  is,  in  “days”  one  through 
six.  A  “day”  consists  of  24  hours  but 
technically  a  day  is  one  revolution  of  the 
earth  on  its  axis.  So  before  creation  of  the 
universe,  including  the  earth,  there  could 
not  be  a  “day”  as  we  know  it.  The  correct 
translation  or  meaning  for  “day”  is 
“epoch”  or  “period  of  time.” 

Also,  it  always  gives  me  a  jolt  when 
reference  in  the  Bible  is  made  to  the  devil 
and  his  angels.  There  may  be  good  and 
bad  angels  but  almost  universally 
everyone  thinks  of  angels  as 
representing  protection  from  evil,  and 
not  the  reverse.  So  this  also  needs  to  be 
clarified.  Also  in  line  with  Bishop 
Grove’s  article,  the  word  “his”  in 
reference  to  angels  should  be  changed  to 
eliminate  gender  characterization. 

Can  anything  be  done  to  change  the 
designation  of  “Old”  and  “New” 
testaments?  Not  that  new  is  better  than 
old,  but  surely  there  is  a  more 
meaningful  title  for  these  divisions  of  the 
Bible.  The  use  of  “Old”  does  upset  some 
of  my  Jewish  friends  and  I  believe  that  as 
a  Christian  we  should  be  considerate  of 
others. 

Frederick  T.  Rowland 

New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania 

Words  can  have 
two  meanings 

To  the  Editor: 

First  it  was  Bishop  Wheatley  and  his 
“Denver  appointment”  (UMR,  Nov.  20). 
Now  it  is  Bishop  Grove  and  his 
“idolatrous  language”  (“Here  I  Stand,” 
Dec.  11). 

Bishop  Grove’s  whole  argument  hinges 
on  how  words  have  changed  over  the 
years.  He  cites  the  word  “suffer"  as  used 
in  Matthew  19:14.  I  don’t  know  how 
others  learned  vocabulary,  but  my 
parents  and  teachers  both  taught  me  that 
a  word  has  more  than  one  meaning. 
Therefore,  to  me  the  word  “suffer”  did 
not  mean  only  to  experience  pain;  but  to 
“permit"  or  "allow.” 

Something  else  I  learned  a  long  time 
ago  was  that  a  "bull”  was  a  formal  papal 
document.  The  word  “bull”  has  a 
different  meaning  today,  and  a  lot  of  it  is 


coming  from  the  Bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Richard  H.  De  Hay 
Chouteau,  Oklahoma 

There  must  be  two  ways 
to  interpret  the  Discipline 

To  the  Editor  : 

A  few  months  ago,  UMR  reported  on 
two  probationary  members  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Conference  who, 
as  a  matter  of  conscience,  led  their 
congregations  in  withholding  monies 
from  certain  denominational  programs 
with  which  they  disagreed.  As  I  recall, 
they  were  soon  thereafter  dismissed 
from  their  charges  because  of  this 
administrative  and  Disciplinary 
irregularity. 

In  the  Nov.  20  issue  of  UMR,  there 
appears  an  article  regarding  the 
appointment  by  Bishop  Wheatley  of  an 
admitted  homosexual  clergyman  to  a 
Denver  congregation  after  a  flap  had 
been  raised  in  his  prior  appointment.  The 
decision  to  reappoint  him,  as  in  the 
similar  recent  case  in  the  New  York 
Conference,  seems  to  me  clearly  to 
violate  the  Social  Principles  of  our  . 
Discipline,  which  as  a  connectional 
church  we  have  pledged  to  uphold 
whether  we  agree  with  them  or  not. 

I  have  two  observations: 

1.  The  amount  of  clout  the  Discipline 
holds  depends  apparently  on  who  is 
holding  it. 

2.  If  you  are  going  to  act  on  personal 
convictions  which  are  contrary  to  the 
Discipline,  it’s  better  to  be  a  Bishop  than 
a  Probationer. 

James  D.  Bailey 
Sinclairville,  New  York 

Mr.  Rush  should  resign 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Nov.  20  news  story  concerning 
the  homosexual  minister  in  Boulder 
cannot  go  unanswered. 

It  is  my  sincere  belief  that  the  Rev. 
Julian  Rush  would  serve  his  own  best 
interest  and  that  of  his  church  by 
tendering  his  resignation  immediately. 
Under  no  circumstances  should  an 
announced  homosexual  be  allowed  to 
undertake  the  spiritual  leadership  of  a 
congregation. 

The  sexual  preference  espoused  by  Mr. 
Rush  places  him  in  direct  contradiction 
to  the  teachings  of  the  Holy  Bible  and  fits 
him  squarely  into  the  “Chargeable 
Offenses”  section  in  chapter  nine  of  the 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline.  His 
blatant  disregard  for  both  books  leads 
inevitably  to  the  conclusion  that  he  is  a 
hypocrite  of  monumental  proportions, 
and  his  actions  are  a  resounding  slap  in 
the  face  for  all  of  us  who  call  ourselves 
Christians  and  United  Methodists! 

Wayne  C.  Boyd 
Leavenworth,  Kansas 

Bishop’s  action  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

“Hurrah!”  for  Bishop  Melvin 
Wheatley  (UMR,  Nov.  20).  Giving  a  Denver 
appointment  to  a  homosexual  minister, 
the  Rev.  Julian  Rush,  was  the  right  thing 
to  do.  Because,  the  highest  good  and  goal 
of  mankind  is  the  progressive  unfolding 
of  one’s  relationship  with  God  in  faith 
and  love,  and  his/her  relationship  with 
one’s  fellow  man  or  woman  in  love  and 
justice.  Sexual  (eros)  preference  cannot 
be  equated  with  this  highest  good 
(agape)  and  certainly  not  a  criterion  for 
Christian  compatibility  or  ministerial 
competency. 

Emory  M.  Robotham 
Harlowton,  Montana 

Jesus  loves  all  of  us 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  quite  appalled  by  the  recent 
article  headlined  “Directors  nix  lesbian 
appointment.”  Joan  Clark  was  supported 
by  the  Northeast  Jurisdiction  United 
Methodist  Women,  stating  her  “effective 
ministry”  in  her  present  position  as 
program  coordinator  for  the  Ecumenical 
Women’s  Center  in  Chicago.  Why  then 
would  she  not  be  as  dedicated  in  her  work 
as  a  deaconess? 


I  taught  a  kindergarten  Sunday  School 
class  for  25  years,  and  learned  much 
from  the  children.  One  important  thing 
we  all  learned  was  that  Jesus  loved  all  of 
us  —  in  spite  of  faults,  color,  business 
dealings  etc. 

Religion  has  come  a  long  way  when  we 
read  “the  General  Conference  has 
clearly  enough  expressed  a  position  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  that  we  do 
not  condone  homosexuality.”  Who  has  a 
right  to  judge?  Or  more  important  —  are 
you  and  I  ready  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted? 

Sybil  I.  Whyte 
Quincy,  Massachusetts 

Intercessory  prayer 
needed  at  every  worship 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Calvary  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisville, 
Kentucky.  Each  Sunday,  our  pastor 
offers  intercessory  prayers. 

We  pray  individually  for  each  person 
who  has  illness,  troubles  or  whatever, 
and  we  have  had  wonderful  results 
beyond  belief  from  those  prayers.  We 
have  seen  many  people  restored  to  good 
health  and  relieved  of  their  anxieties. 

I  only  wish  the  same  would  be  done  in 
every  church  every  Sunday  so  that  all 
might  experience  such  wonderful  results 
of  Christ  hearing  and  interceding  for  us. 

Thelma  Goben 
Louisville,  Kentucky 


is  an  “impersonal”  monetary  system; 
this  merely  guarantees  that  the  gulf 
between  the  rich  and  poor  will  become 
deeper  and  wider. 

Some  40  percent  of  the  world’s 
population  inhabit  the  South  Pacific 
area;  they  share  eight  percent  of  the 
world’s  income.  Of  the  4.4  billion  persons 
in  our  world  today,  about  1.5  billion  are 
perpetually  hungry. 

We  in  the  United  States  are  prone  to 
regard  as  a  virtue  our  willingness  to  sit 
down  with  representatives  of  all 
countries  to  discuss  these  problems,  and 
to  do  so  on  many  levels,  as  demonstrated 
by  the  World  Methodist  Conference  and 
by  the  political  meeting  at  Cancun.  What 
we  may  fail  to  realize  is  the  arrogance  — 
economic,  cultural,  or  theological  — 
implicit  in  the  lack  of  any  intention  to 
modify  our  own  behavior.  We  insist  that 
these  nations  accept  our  standards.  Both 
conferences  seemed  to  say  “Let  them  get 
theirs  the  way  I  got  mine.” 

By  this  we  mean  of  course  hard  work,, 
industry,  thrift  ...  A  great  cruelty; 
underlies  the  assumption  that  we  are 
self-made  men  and  women,  especially 
when  we  insist  that,  if  other  people  will 
simply  apply  themselves,  they  can  enjoy 
all  the  advantages  that  we  have.  We 
must  not  fail  to  see  the  smugness  of  this 
attitude. 

I  have  a  degree  from  a  University.  I 
paid  the  fees  required;  yet  it  would  be 
fatuous  of  me  to  insist  that  I  owe  no  one, 
that  I  am  a  self-made  individual. 
Obviously,  the  fees  would  not  begin  to 
construct  the  first  school  nor  to  support 
the  enormous  number  of  teachers  who 
guided  me. 

There  is  no  ‘self-made  man’ 

It  is  neither  affectation  nor  false 
humility  that  prompts  us  to  realize  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  “self-made 
man.”  Each  of  us  is  utterly  dependent 
upon  others  —  contemporary  as  well  as 
past  generations  —  who  have  developed 
and  preserved  that  which  we  enjoy. 
Assisted  —  indeed  subsidized  —  at  every 
turn,  we  often  denounce  as  rank 
liberalism  any  attempt  to  help 
disadvantaged  people. 

Nowhere  is  our  conceit  more  profound 
and  less  defensible  than  in  our  theology.  I 
remember  the  shock  it  was  to  me  many 
years  ago  when  I  saw  for  the  first  time  a 
black  Jesus  Christ  drawn  by  a  Jamaican 
school  child.  I  am  convinced  that  this  act 
of  depicting  Jesus  as  a  black  man  may 
sum  up  all  that  is  beautiful,  all  that  is 
free,  all  that  is  noble  in  a  human  being 
created  in  the  image  of  God.  Jesus  did 
not  commend  children  to  us  as  teachers 
because  of  their  immature,  unreasoning 
“faith,”  but  because  of  their  ability  to 
see  him  clearly. 

It  is  nothing  short  of  miraculous  that 
even  after  a  steady  stream  of  missionary 
literature  for  more  than  100  years  in 
which  Jesus  was  always  shown  as  a 
Nordic  male,  God  has  so  designed  the 
human  spirit  that  a  Jamaican  child  is 
able  to  see  Jesus  as  being  black. 

It  is  not  sinful  for  me  to  imagine  Jesus 
as  looking  somewhat  like  me,  and  to  see 
God  as  a  patient,  benignant  father.  The 
error  comes  when  I  insist  that  others 


My  Witness 

Beauty  seen  in  life  style  of  one 
who  died  praying  for  his  assailant 


By  ANITA  OWEN  FENSTERMACHER 

On  Monday,  September  28,  the  account 
of  the  murder  of  Glenn  (Toby)  Tobias 
was  carried  on  the  front  page  of  the  South 
Bend  Tribune.  During  the  past  weeks, 
those  of  us  who  knew  Glenn  and  his 
Christian  life  style  have  had  a  difficult 
time  dealing  with  this  event.  Perhaps 
more  than  anything  else,  his  murder  (as 
well  as  the  recent  assassination  of  Anwar 
Sadat)  speaks  much  about  the  seeming 
anachronism  of  a  life  of  faith  in  the  times 
in  which  we  live. 

Glenn  came  to  Walkerton,  Indiana,  as 
a  young  single  teacher.  An  Eagle  Boy 
Scout,  a  graduate  of  Purdue  University 
and  a  member  of  Alpha  Phi  Omega,  he 
soon  made  his  home  a  welcomed  place 
for  many.  He  discovered  many  young 
people  both  at  school  and  in  the 
community  who  needed  a  friend. 
Sometimes  a  hot  meal  was  needed,  and 
he  furnished  that  or  clothing,  a  cookie- 
bake  or  a  picnic.  Whatever  the  activity, 
all  those  involved  found  someone  who 
really  cared.  Glenn  was  a  devout 
Christian  and  lived  by  faith.  He  refused 
to  lock  his  doors,  because  someone  might 
need  him.  He  didn’t  buy  life  insurance 
because  God  would  care  for  him.  He 
eagerly  shared  what  he  had  with  those 
who  had  less. 

For  a  while,  Glenn  was  a  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Walkerton.  As  fellow  members,  Glenn, 
my  family  and  I  spent  many  long 
evenings  in  our  home  discussing 
theology,  social  problems,  and  the  many 
“sides”  of  “caring”  for  others.  Though 
we  sometimes  disagreed  on  our 
interpretation  of  living  the  Christian  life 
style  in  today’s  society,  our  personal 
commitment  was  a  shared  one.  In  all  our 
discussions,  I  never  heard  Glenn  criticize 
anyone  or  negate  anyone’s  beliefs. 

For  a  while,  he  taught  a  Sunday  School 
class  in  the  Walkerton  Church. 
Eventually,  Glenn  married  and  moved 
away.  For  years  following  his  leaving, 
every  child  he’d  had  in  Sunday  School 
received  a  birthday  card  —  each  one 
surprised  and  pleased  that  they  were  still 
remembered. 

There  will  be  no  more  cards.  On 
September  27,  Glenn  went  to  Dean’s 
Service  Station  in  South  Bend  to  inquire 
about  the  repair  of  a  car.  Accosted  by  a 
man  attempting  to  hold-up  the  station,  he 
responded  by  praying  for  him  and  was 


shot  to  death. 

When  I  told  my  children,  who’d  been  in 
his  Sunday  School  class,  about  Glenn’s 
death,  they  were  unbelieving.  “Not 
Glenn!”  “Of  all  people,  not  him!”  Last 
week,  a  young  college  student  at  Bethel, 
befriended  by  Glenn  as  a  boy,  expressed 
his  anger  and  grief  over  Glenn’s  death  to 
me. 

Along  with  expressions  of  grief,  I’ve 
heard  other  comments  about  Glenn’s 
lifestyle.  "He  was  a  strange  one  — 
sending  all  those  birthday  cards,  giving 
money  away,  not  having  insurance.” 
“He  never  should  have  prayed  for  that 
robber.  No  doubt  it  made  him  furious. 
You  can’t  live  like  that  today!  ” 

What  can  be  said  about  Glenn’s  death? 
Was  his  “walk  with  faith”  wiped  out  in  a 
moment  by  one  who  “walked  without 
faith”?  Does  it  mean  that  living  by 
"faith”  is  stupid?  It  just  seems  so  ironic 
and  unfair  that  it  was  Glenn  who  was 
murdered  —  and  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
and  John  F.  and  Robert  Kennedy  and 
Anwar  Sadat. 

I’m  reminded  of  a  quote  from  George 
Bernard  Shaw:  “The  reasonable  man 
adapts  himself  to  the  world;  the 
unreasonable  one  persists  in  trying  to 
adapt  the  world  to  himself.  Therefore  all 
progress  depends  on  the  unreasonable 
man.” 

Has  any  progress  been  made  in  the 
quality  of  life  through  the  witness  of 
Glenn  Tobias?  Many  touched  by  his  life 
would  say,  “Ah  yes,  my  life  was  warmed 
by  his  love.”  One  of  the  most  touching 
responses  written  to  Sharon  (Glenn’s 
wife)  was  from  a  former  student  whose 
life  had  found  meaning  through  Glenn. 
Now  Sharon  and  his  five  young  children 
must  draw  on  their  shared  faith  for  the 
days  ahead. 

Surely  in  these  days  of  narcissism,  of 
conforming  to  the  “current”  norms  of 
behavior,  of  pre-occupation  with  self,  it  is 
beautiful  to  reflect  on  the  life  of  one  who 
faithfully  listened  to  the  beat  of  a 
different  drummer  because  of  love. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  Anita 
Owen  Fenstermacher,  Conference  Lay 
Leader  of  the  North  Indiana  Conference 
and  a  member  of  the  UMC  in  Walkerton, 
Indiana. 


E.  Gene  Lynch 
agree  to  this  concept  of  God.  The  sins  of 
self-centeredness  and  cruelty  become 
apparent  when  I  exert  any  pressure  upon- 
others  to  accept  God  on  this  basis.  In 
much  of  our  mission  effort  we  have  done 
no  more  than  to  export  a  concept  of  God 
with  all  the  sensitivity  and  imagination 
with  which  we  sell  refrigerators  or 
automobiles,  ravaging  any  culture  to 
whatever  degree  necessary  to  make  this'  ‘ 
idea  of  God  “fit  and  workable.”  (What/ 
difference  does  it  make  whether  one  ’ 
drives  a  car  from  the  left  or  right  seat? )  ' 

When  we  pause  to  analyze  what  we 
regard  as  missionary  zeal,  we  realize/ 
that  if  one  is  to  have  a  meaningful ' 
relationship  with  God,  he  or  she  must  be  ’ 
able  to  internalize  a  concept  of  Him  —  to 
visualize  God  in  terms  of  one’s  cultural ' 
as  well  as  personal  experiences.  It  is  - 
beautiful  to  see  God  as  Mother,  Father, > 
older  brother,  tribal  chieftan  or  simply 
as  indefinable  spirit.  All  are  equally 
“right,”  and  all  equally  incomplete; 
arrogance  and  sin  appear  when  I  limit  or‘-t 
shackle  another’s  freedom  and 
inspiration.  However  well-intended  and 
“pure"  our  motives,  such  an  attitude 
amounts  to  little  more  than  a  perversion 
of  the  Second  Commandment  “Thou  shalt : 
not  make  of  me  any  graven  image.” 
We  simply  accept  situation 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  church  to  point  to  a 
moral  basis  for  a  solution  to  the  problems ' 
of  poverty  and  the  disadvantaged.  For  allr 
its  piety  and  fine  phrases,  the  church  has 
never  begun  to  speak  to  the  spiritual  , 
issue.  We  are  much  like  the  rich  man  at 
whose  gate  Lazarus  sat:  he  simply ! 
accepted  the  situation  and  never 
dreamed  that  God  intended  him  to 
change  it  .  .  .  and  would  hold  him 
responsible. 

It  would  come  as  a  hard  lesson,  but  we 
in  the  richer  nations  must  realize  that, 
even  equality  now  is  not  enough.  That 
which  we  regard  as  generous  and  even, 
magnanimous  may  be  nothing  more  than  - 
putting  a  pious  face  on  a  determined 
effort  to  preserve  the  status  quo. 

The  Hebrew  children  wandered  for  40 
years  before  they  could  enjoy  the  Prom¬ 
ised  Land.  They  hesitated  because  scouts 
reported  that  the  inhabitants  were  giants. 
Their  sojourn  was  ended  in  God’s  time  but 
the  solution  lay  at  all  times  in  their 
hands;  never  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
inhabited  Canaan. 

That  God  will  end  the  bondage  of  the  • 
poor  to  poverty,  malnutrition  and  disease 
I  have  no  doubt.  But  will  we  —  who  are' 
His  people,  called  by  His  name  —  will  we 
look  to  our  hearts,  and  amend  our  ways 
so  that  we  welcome  them  into  the  riches 
God  has  given  to  us?  Or  will  we  puff 
ourselves  up  in  an  effort  to  make 
ourselves  appear  as  giants,  and  they  as 
grasshoppers,  in  order  to1, 'preserve our  ' 
advantage? 

Can  a  poor  person  hear  the  Gospel ; 
from  a  rich  evangelist? 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues' 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor  is  pastor  of  the  Russellville 
UMC  In  Morristown,  Tennessee,  and  is  a 
medical  doctor. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  85  cents  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $21,25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

ATTENTION  METHODISTS  attending  World's 
Fair,  Knoxville.  Tenn.  —  Stay  in  new  3  BR  chalet  in 
the  resort  town  of  Gatlinburg  on  the  edge  of  the  Great 
Smoky  Mt.  Nat'l  Park.  One  hour  from  Knoxville.  $125 
per  day  —  6  persons.  For  brochure  write  A.M.  Craig, 
7529  Oak  Ridge  Highway,  Knoxville.  TN  37921.  (615) 
690-1837. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  position 
open:  Fulltime  staff  position  available.  Responsible 
for  all  age  groups.  Warm  personality  and 
organizational  skills  a  necessity  Degree  or 
qualifying  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC,  3900  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans, 
LA  701 15. 

WHY  PAY  RETAIL  for  your  most  often  used 
printing  and  office  supplies?  You  may  now  buy 
paper,  stencils,  ink,  and  many  other  items  at  prices 
considerably  below  retail.  Give  us  a  try  for  prompt, 
economical  service.  No  membership  fees.  Send  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope  for  free  price  list. 
Center  for  Parish  Communications  Cooperative 
Buying  Service,  P.  O.  Box  627,  Whitefish,  MT  59937. 

CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS: 
Efficient  Pastor's  Study  $19.95.  Mailing 
Label/Directory  $59.95.  Orders  or  free 
specifications:  Exodus  Computing,  1326-A  7th  Ave., 
Honolulu,  HI  96816.  Money  back  guarantee. 

PRINTING  PLANT  MANAGER.  Responsible  for 
pre-press,  web-sheet  fed,  bindery,  and  mailing 
operations  employing  450  persons.  Reports  to  Senior 
VP.  Must  have  strong  tei^inical  and  management 
background  and  excellent  people  skills.  Salary 
negotiable;  excellent  benefits  package.  Send  resume 
of  qualifications  and  salary  requirement  to 
Employment  Office,  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  201  Eighth  Avenue  South, 
Nashville,  TN  37202.  An  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  M/F/H/V. 

TWO  BEAUTIFUL  stained  glass  windows,  arch 
type,  approximately  8  x  10  ft.,  about  70  years  old. 
Contact  First  United  Methodist  Church,  37  E. 
Beauregard,  San  Angelo,  TX  76903.  ■ 

WURLITZER  nine-rank  pipe  organ  for  sale.  Good 
condition.  Best  offer.  Contact  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  808  North  Monterey  Avenue,  Farming- 
ton.  NM  87401.  (505  )  327-0363. 

CHURCH  PEWS  FOR  SALE,  used,  available  in 
January.  1982.  Contact  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O  Box  1913,  Roswell,  NM  88201.  (505) 
622-1881 

15  DAY  BIBLE  LANDS  TOUR:  Israel.  Egypt, 
Greece,  including  three  (3)  day  Aegean  Cruise  to 
Ephesus  and  Patmos.  June  14-28.  Dr.  Kenneth  John¬ 
ston.  Webster  Hills  United  Methodist  Church,  698  W. 
Lockwood,  Webster  Groves,  MO  63119. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES:  Fulltime 
position  in  1,380-member,  multiple-staff  church.  This 
position  involves  a  primary  focus  in  developing  a 
total  youth  ministry  program  to  include  6th  grade 
through  college.  The  secondary  emphasis  is  in 
developing  music  ministries  for  children  and  youth. 
Salary  negotiable.  Position  open  January  1982.  Con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Gaither  L.  Day.  *\0.  Box  308,  or  Mr. 

B  F.  Ashcroft,  P.O.  Box  387.  Sulphur  Springs, 

TX  75482  Phone  ( 214  )  885-2185  or  853-3457 

ACCEPTING  RESUMES  for  fulltime  Director  of 
Music  and  Youth.  First  United  Methodist  Church 
Main  and  Kansas.  Garden  City,  Kansas  67846 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
(Part-Time)  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 
Frederick,  Maryland.  Send  resume  toS.  D.  Ranney, 
7328  Parkview  Dr  .  Frederick,  MD  21701 
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Signs  of  United  Methodist  renewal  seen  in  1 981 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Throughout  1981,  news  reports  about 
an  increased  emphasis  on  Bible  study 
and  spiritual  growth  suggested  that  the 
church  may  be  in  the  midst  of  a  major 
period  of  renewal. 

Dr.  Albert  Outler  believes  it  is. 

The  United  Methodist  theologian  and 
world  ecumenical  leader  told  the 
Reporter  last  month  that  “the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit”  is  obvious  and  that  one  of 
this  century’s  great  renewal  movements 
appears  to  be  underway. 

“These  news  items  in  1981  are  outward 
signs  of  a  much  more  massive  and  more 
deeply  authentic  renewal  in  Christian 
churches  generally,”  he  said. 

“A  deep  hunger  for  spiritual  renewal 

—  recovering  access  to  sources  of 
spiritual  power  —  has  grown  among  the 
grassroots  over  the  last  10  years,”  he 
said.  But  during  1981,  more  and  more 
United  Methodist  leaders  “picked  up  on 
it”  and  “are  rushing  to  the  front  of  the 
parade  saying,  ‘This  parade  needs  a 
leader.’  ” 

That’s  a  good  trend,  he  said,  because 
leadership  from  the  institutional  church 
is  necessary  if  the  upswing  of  renewal  is 
to  be  a  long  one. 

“Interest  in  spiritual  formation  and 
Bible  study  has  become  one  of  the  most 

—  if  not  the  most  —  important  frontiers 
tor  church  renewal,”  Dr.  Outler  said. 

On  one  edge  of  this  “frontier”  United 
Methodism’s  bishops  launched  two  new 
Bible  studies  last  year.  Many  bishops 
threw  the  weight  of  their  office  and 
personality  behind  the  effort  to  “attack 
biblical  illiteracy”  in  their  annual 
conferences.  Reports  from  some  of  those 
annual  conferences  have  indicated  a 
level  of  excitement  about  Bible  study  not 
reached  in  years. 

Bishops  call  for  more  studies 

At  the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in 
Pittsburgh  in  November,  the  bishops 
wholeheartedly  reaffirmed  their  effort 
and  voted  to  expand  the  Bible  emphasis, 
calling  for  new  studies  for  youth  and 
children. 

A  couple  of  bishops  shared  touching 
testimonies  of  how  they  had  prayed  that 
the  new  Bible  studies  could  bring  healing 
and  vitality  to  conferences  often  torn  by 
theological  and  political  divisions.  They 
said  they’d  been  afraid  to  hope  their 
prayers  would  be  answered.  Thanking 
God,  they  said  the  Bible  studies  are 
working  small  miracles. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  has  reported  that  sales  of  the 
bishops’  study  materials  are  surpassing 
expectations. 

Most  "spiritual  growth”  events 
reputed  during  1981  showed  that  the 
renewed  spiritual  emphasis  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  not  taking 
place  at  the  expense  of  social  action  but 
is  at  least  partly  the  outgrowth  of  a 
complement  to  social  action. 

Bishop  A.  James  Armstrong,  long  a 
leader  in  social  justice  advocacy, 
received  permission  from  the  two 
Indiana  annual  conferences  to  hire  the 
denomination’s  first  area  director  for 
spiritual  formation. 

The  Upper  Room,  which  had  hired  its 
own  director  for  spiritual  formation 
three  years  ago,  began  what  its  leaders 
hope  will  be  a  series  of  annual  meetings 
to  teach  pastors  about  tools  for 
maintaining  and  enhancing  their  own 
Spiritual  life  in  the  midst  of  all  the 
demands  of  the  ordained  ministry. 

;  The  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  held  retreats  similar  to  the 
Upper  Room’s  for  its  pastors.  It  also 
voted  to  place  major  emphasis  on 
Spiritual  formation  throughout  the  1981- 
84  period. 

Several  other  annual  conferences 
conducted  various  kinds  of  spiritual 
growth  retreats  aimed  at  clergy  and 
laity.  There  seemed  to  be  a  growing 
recognition  that,  as  the  Jtev.  Robert 
Wood  of  the  Upper  Room  said,  true  piety 
equips  Christians  for  much  more 
powerful  social  action  than  is  possible 


without  a  spiritual  base. 

The  Upper  Room,  based  on  several 
years’  experience  related  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Cursillo  program,  launched  a 
totally  ecumenical  Emmaus  program 
which  enjoyed  considerable  growth 
during  1981.  The  lay-led  spiritual 
formation  program  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  study,  devotions  and 
action  in  a  Christian’s  life.  It  offers  tools 
for  spiritual  growth  and  a  continuing 
support  community. 

Big .  .  .  but  not  noisy 

“All  of  this  is  a  big  story  even  though  it 
isn’t  that  noisy,”  Dr.  Outler  told  the 
Reporter. 

Major  spritual  renewal  within  the 
church  occurred  in  the  United  States  in 
the  1930s  and  again  in  the  late  ’40s  and 
early  ’50s,  he  said.  “I  see  this  as  a  kind  of 
unexpected  transformation  of  an  old 
renewal  motif  .  .  .  Since  it  wasn’t  that 
specifically  planned  —  nobody’s  running 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  On  this  and  adjoining  pages  are  stories  about  what  the 
Reporter’s  editorial  staff  believes  to  be  the  most  significant  trends,  news  stories 
and  news  personalities  during  1981  in  the  world  of  religion.  Criteria  included  in 
our  consideration  were  the  degree  to  which  these  trends  and  stories  will  have 
ongoing  importance,  their  relative  impact  on  religious  institutions  and  on  society 
and  the  extent  of  coverage  and  reader-response  they  generated.  We  hope  the 
addition  of  fresh  perspectives  on  these  trends  will  assist  readers  of  the  Reporter 
in  making  their  own  assessment  of  the  year  just  past. 


this  revival  —  I  see  it  as  more 
significant.” 

Dr.  Outler  said  this  latest  outbreak  of 
renewal  seems  to  be  an  “unexpected 
fruit  of  the  ecumenical  movement.” 
While  the  ecumenical  efforts  at  the  tops 
of  denominations  have  tended  to  stall, 
they  have  made  it  possible  for  people  of 
all  denominations  to  gather  at  the  local 
level  and  “be  Christians  together.” 

The  strength  of  these  ecumenical 
encounters  has  been  common  prayer  and 
Bible  study,  Dr.  Outler  said,  and  that  has 


fueled  the  renewal  fire  at  the  grassroots. 

Particularly  important,  he  said,  has 
been  the  introduction  of  Roman  Catholics 
into  the  ecumenical  movement  during 
the  last  20  years.  The  very  term 
“spiritual  formation”  has  been  “bought” 
by  Protestants  from  the  Catholics  who 
are  experts  on  the  subject,  he  said.  The 
term  is  based  “on  St.  Paul’s  notion  that 
Christ  be  formed  in  us.”  The  Catholics 
see  that  happening  by  calling  on  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  through  the 
church,  sacraments,  meditative 


reflection,  prayer  and  contemplation, 
Dr.  Outler  said. 

The  Protestant  counterpart  to 
“spiritual  formation”  has  been  “piety" 
and  “godliness,”  Dr.  Outler  said.  These 
emphasize  scripture,  prayer  and  self- 
discipline  as  the  chief  resources  for  a 
Christian. 

In  the  current  stage  of  church  renewal, 
Dr.  Outler  said,  Christians  are  drawing 
liberally  from  both  traditions.  Many 
Protestants  are  learning  the  value  of 
calling  on  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
through  meditation  and  other  means 
while  many  Catholics  are  learning  the 
value  of  scripture  study,  he  said. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  Roman 
Catholicism  to  the  current  renewal 
upswing,  Dr.  Outler  said,  this  upswing 
differs  from  other  periods  of  renewal  in 
this  century.  United  Methodists,  though, 
have  a  precedent  from  the  beginnings  of 
the  Methodist  movement  in  18th  century 
England,  he  said.  “Think  of  how  John 


Wesley  and  his  groups  borrowed 
liberally  from  the  Roman  Catholic 
spiritual  discipline  and  literature.” 

Will  renewal  continue? 

What  is  the  likelihood  that  this  renewal 
will  continue  in  1982? 

No  renewal  effort  can  continue 
indefinitely,  Dr.  Outler  said.  "When  you 
look  through  history,  you  see  the  graph 
always  goes  up  and  down.  The  most  you 
can  hope  for  is  long  swings  up  and  short 
swings  down  .  .  .  New  to  each  generation 
is  its  special  emphasis  that  gives  It 
vitality.” 

Two  things  need  to  happen  in  order  to 
make  this  renewal  upswing  a  long  one, 
Dr.  Outler  said:  (1)  Institutional  church 
leaders  must  become  sensitive  to  the 
renewal  and  provide  leadership,  and 
(2)  the  fact  of  renewal  must  be 
communicated  widely  so  people  involved 
in  grassroots  efforts  know  they  are  not 
alone. 


Influence  of  Religious  New  Right  probed 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

The  Religious  New  Right.  How  big  a 
factor  was  it  in  the  1980  national 
elections?  How  much  political  muscle 
and  acumen  did  it  show  in  1981?  Has  its 
political  power  waned?  To  what  extent  is 
it  religious  and  to  what  extent  is  it 
political? 

The  answers  to  those  questions  depend 
in  large  part  on  what  source  one  chooses 
for  an  answer. 

For  instance,  the  influential 
conservative  magazine  Christianity 
Today  celebrated  its  25th  anniversary  in 
1981  with  a  special  issue  which  included, 
among  other  articles,  an  annotated 
listing  of  “the  top  10  religious  news 
stories”  of  the  past  25  years. 

The  list  was  drawn  up  by  Richard 
Ostling,  religion  editor  of  Time  magazine 
and  a  former  news  editor  of  Christianity 
Today.  Mr.  Ostling  advised  readers  that 
his  choices  were  the  “big  stories”  in  all 
of  religion  worldwide. 

In  that  listing  was  “The  Evangelical 
Groundswell,”  which  Mr.  Ostling 


the  evangelical/social  action  magazine 
Sojourners,  offered,  “What  groups  like 
the  Moral  Majority  have  done  is  to 
assume  a  number  of  the  social  poses  of 
the  old  Protestant  American  consensus, 
without  much  theological  depth.  These 
groups  combine  and  compromise  various 
strains  within  Protestantism,  bringing 
them  down  to  the  least  common  denom¬ 
inator  .  .  .  Americans  do  feel  the  need  at 
various  times,  in  various  ways,  for  com¬ 
munity.  The  Moral  Majority  is  trying  to 
supply  it,  using  nostalgic  terms,  implying 
that  if  we  just  return  to  the  past,  we  can 
all  be  at  peace  again.  .  .” 

Another  who  saw  the  “Religious  New 
Right’s”  political  influence  as 
considerable  was  Editor  James  M.  Wall 
of  the  influential  liberal  Christian 
Century  magazine.  In  early  April  1981  he 
affirmed  that  the  “Religious  New  Right” 
had  "displayed  its  considerable  political 
muscle  .  .  .  during  the  1980  campaign 
...”  But  he  also  wrote  of  “the  anti- 
intellectualism  of  the  ‘Religious  New 
Right’  ”  and  said  that  “the  intellectual 
neoconservatives  now  want  to 


‘/  am  not  concerned  with  political 
issues  but  with  moral  issues  that 
have  become politicaV—J.  Falwell 


described  as  “largely  a  U.S. 
development.”  But  he  added  that  the 
“groundswell  has  worldwide  ripple 
effects  due  to  America’s  leading  role  in 
Protestant  world  strategy  and  funding.” 

Major  religious  trend 

Then  in  one  sentence  he  capsuled  what 
many  observers  think  became  the  major 
religious  trend  of  1981.  He  wrote,  “By 
1980  the  hard  right  of  the  (evangelical) 
movement  was  bidding  for  secular 
political  influence.” 

How  much  influence  did  it  obtain?  And 
how  lasting  is  it? 

One  answer  is  in  a  new  book,  “The 
Fundamentalist  Phenomenon:  The 
Resurgence  of  Conservative  Chris¬ 
tianity,”  published  by  Doubleday- 
Galilee. 

Authors  Ed  Dobson  and  Ed  Hindson 
insist  that  in  1980,  “to  the  surprise  of .  .  . 
the  evangelicals  .  .  .  (fragmented 
fundamentalism )  did  unite  and  exerted  a 
political  influence  that  shocked  the  entire 
nation.”  The  authors  also  claimed  that  it 
was  politics,  rather  than  a  basic 
doctrinal  impetus,  which  united  “this 
once-doctrinal  movement”  (funda¬ 
mentalism). 

Columnist  Garry  Wills,  interviewed  by 


disassociate  themselves  from  thei 
strongly  anti-intellectual  wing'  of  their 
coalition.”  i 

Mr.  Wall  also  cited  political 
commentators  who  hold  ‘‘that 
organizations  like  the  Moral  Majority 
have  been  seriously  overrated  as  a 
political  force.”  Mr.  Wall  added,  “There 
is  certainly  some  truth  in  this  thesis.” 

Commentators  debate  force 

Even  political  commentators  were  not 
certain  what  force  and  effect  the 
“Religious  New  Right”  holds. 


Another  columnist,  William  A.  Rusher, 
was  reprinted  in  the  Moral  Majority’s 
own  publication,  Moral  Majority  Report. 
Mr.  Rusher  wrote  of  “a  fast  moral 
toboggan-slide  (of  the  1950s  and  60s)  in 
which  traditional  family  values  were 
replaced  by  a  sleazy  set  of  ‘alternative 
life-styles.’ 

“It  is  that  state  of  affairs  that  the 
concerned  millions  of  the  religious  right 
have  mobilized  to  oppose,  and  the  only 
wonder  is  that  they  waited  so  long  ...  the 
vast  majority  of  these  people  don’t  for  a 
moment  seek  to  impose  their  own 
religious  views,  or  any  religious  views  at 
all,  on  individual  fellow  citizens  of  a 
different  mind.  But  they  are  no  longer 
willing  to  accept  the  humanist  decree 
that  the  constitutional  separation  of 
church  and  state  requires  this  society  to 
adopt,  as  its  official  posture,  a  tacit  but 
steadfast  atheism;  and  woe  betide  any 
politician  who  so  misunderstands  the 
temper  of  these  times  as  to  suppose  they 
can  be  ordered  summarily  to  get  lost.  ’  ’ 

But  who  do  leaders  of  the  “Religious 
New  Right”  say  that  they  are?  One  set  of 
answers  is  found  in  the  1980  book,  “Listen 
America!”  by  the  head  of  the  Moral 
Majority,  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell.  As  a 
reviewer  in  Christianity  Today  put  it, 
“This  is  a  noteworthy  book  precisely 
because  it  represents  a  significant 
movement  signaling  a  return  of 
fundamentalists  and  more  conservative 
evangelicals  to  active  participation  in 
public  life  .  .  .  Evangelicals  should  be 
thankful  to  Falwell  for  bringing  to  the 
surface  crucial  issues  that  have  been 
submerged  and  festering  ,  for  many 
years.  .  .” 

Moral  issues  become  political 

Soon  after  the  1980  presidential 
election,  Mr.  Falwell  was  quoted  as 
saying,  “I  am  not  concerned  with 
political  issues  but  with  moral  issues  that 
have  become  political."  It  was  that 
tendency  to  merge  one’s  political 
viewpoint  with  one’s  understanding  of 
morality  that  aroused  some  critics. 

The  Reporter,  in  an  interpretive 
analysis,  noted  that  the  “Religious  New 
Right”  had  added  a  group  of  “religious” 
or  “moral”  issues  to  the  “New  Right’s” 


political  agenda.  This  newspaper 
identified  those  issues  as  abortion.  Equal 
Rights  Amendment,  voluntary  prayer  in 
public  schools,  the  teaching  of  evolution, 
homosexual  rights,  and  the  federal  court 
system!  The  Reporter  then  said 
editorially,  “We  urge  leaders  involved  in 
the  ‘Religious  New  Right’  to  cease 
misleading  themselves  and  others  into 
believing  that  a  perfect  marriage  of  the 
Christian  faith  and  the  American 
political  system  is  possible  ...  We 
implore  them  to  cease  representing  their 
views  on  political  issues  as  the  only  views 
a  Christian  can  legitimately  hold  ...” 

Some  political  commentators  believe 


that  this  separation  of  political  and 
religious  views  is  happen. ng  as  a  matter 
of  political  necessity  if  for  no  other 
reason. 

Writing  in  The  Christian  Science 
Monitor,  columnist  Joseph  C.  Harsch 
said  that  politicians  “have  ceased  looking 
back  to  the  November  of  a  year  ago  when 
all  were  impressed  by  the  decisive 
political  victory  won  by  Ronald  Reagan 
.  .  Instead  the  politicians  are  looking 
forward  to  next  November  when  the 
entire  House  of  Representatives  in 
Washington,  and  a  third  of  the  Senate, 
will  be  up  for  review  by  their  respective 
voters.” 


Infant  formula  marketing  controversy  heats  up 

A  bottle  of  infant  formula  —  here  fed  to  a  baby  by  an  older  brother  — 
continued  in  1981  as  the  symbol  of  an  international  dispute  involving  many 
religious  groups.  The  widespread  use  of  infant  formula  in  the  Third  World  in 
place  of  breast  feeding  concerns  church  groups  which  campaign  against  what 
they  say  are  aggressive  marketing  tactics  of  infant  formula  manufacturers. 

The  Swiss-based  Nestle  Corp.  became  a  special  target  of  an  international 
boycott  by  religious  organizations  and  others.  But  the  1980  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  refrained  from  joining  the  boycott  and,  rather,  created  a 
task  force  to  study  the  issue  and  report  recommendations.  Those  are  due  by 
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By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

Not  only  has  1981  been  a  difficult  year 
for  refugees,  but  relief  agency  staff  say 
they  see  little  reason  to  believe  that  1982 
will  find  any  fewer  fleeing  their  home 
countries. 

According  to  those  at  Church  World 
Service  and  the  United  Methodist 
*>  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR), 
however,  the  church  in  the  future  can 
continue  to  make  a  difference  to  at  least 
some  of  the  unhappy  wanderers. 

Thousands  left  the  countries  of  their 
birth  in  Asia,  Africa,  Eastern  Europe 
and  Latin  America  during  1981  —  seeking 
shelter,  safety  or  a  better  tomorrow. 
They  arrived  in  neighboring  countries  in 
what  some  say  are  record  numbers. 

The  plight  of  a  growing  number  of 
refugees  is  such  a  major  fact  of  modern 
life  that  the  1981  Nobel  Peace  Prize  went 
to  the  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees,  an  agency 
headed  by  a  former  Danish  Lutheran 
pastor,  for  his  efforts  to  help  these 
people. 

Relief  agencies  such  as  Church  World 
Service  continue  being  hard-pressed  to 
meet  even  the  most  basic  needs  of  the 
refugees. 

The  United  States  also  continued  its 
new  experience  of  being  a  country  of  first 
asylum  with  Cubans,  Haitians, 
Salvadorans  and  Nicaraguans  coming 
directly  to  this  country.  These  refugees 
bypassed  the  screenings  in  another 
country  that  Southeast  Asian  refugees 
passed  through  before  arriving  in  the 
United  States. 

“The  dimensions  of  the  refugee  crisis 
are  causing  grave  concern  to  both  the 
voluntary  agencies  and  the  U.N.  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees,”  said  the 
Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR).  He  was  speaking  to  the 
denomination’s  Joint  Panel  on 
International  Affairs  in  New  York  last 
month. 

“In  the  last  15  years  we  have  never 


faced  such  a  critical  situation  with 
regard  to  the  role  of  churches  and  the 
government,”  he  said,  referring  to 
immigration  policies  and  quotas 
released  in  1981  by  the  Reagan 
administration. 

Particularly  troublesome,  relief 
workers  say,  is  the  agreement  with  the 
Haitian  government  that  the  United 
States  can  intercept  —  and  has  done  so  — 
vessels  believed  to  be  carrying  illegally 
entering  Haitians  in  international  waters. 
The  Haitians  are  then  returned  to  their 
home  country. 

Not  only  has  the  U.S.  refugee  quota 
been  reduced,  but  federal  funding  to 
underwrite  voluntary  agencies’ 
resettlement  efforts  has  been  cut  as  well, 
Dr.  Haines  said. 

Church  World  Service,  the  relief  and 
development  arm  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  had  $9  million  to  resettle 
16,000  refugees  in  1981.  For  fiscal  year 
1982  —  which  began  Oct.  1  —  it  will  get 
$4.6  million  to  resettle  8,000  refugees. 
UMCOR  is  one  of  the  denomination- 
related  agencies  that  takes  part  in 


Church  World  Service  efforts. 

Dr.  John  Tenhula,  a  Church  World 
Service  refugee/immigration  specialist, 
said  in  a  telephone  interview  the 
reduction  in  the  U.S.  quota  also  means 
other  developed  countries  will  reduce 
their  own  refugee  quota. 

“When  we  tighten,  the  world  tightens. 
The  refugees  don’t  stop  leaving  their 
countries.  Lower  quotas  just  mean  the 
refugees  stay  in  the  camps  longer.” 

The  quotas  can  be  a  bit  misleading,  he 
explained.  For  example,  although  168,000 
refugees  could  have  entered  the  United 
States  in  1981,  only  about  120,000  actually 
arrived. 

The  1982  quota  is  140,000,  but  it  is 
unlikely  that  this  many  refugees  will 
enter,  he  said.  The  number  arriving 
depends  largely  on  whether  the  U.S. 
government  agencies  through  which 
refugees  must  be  processed  work  quickly 
enough  to  take  in  the  allowable  number 
during  the  fiscal  year. 

Another  factor  in  the  refugee  equation 
is  that  the  churches,  long  the  backbone  of 
refugee  resettlement  here,  are  suffering 


what  Dr.  Tenhula  calls  “compassion 
fatigue.” 

What  creates  this  “fatigue”  is  that 
people  continue  to  become  refugees  by 
leaving  their  home  countries  without 
going  through  the  emigration  procedures 
that  would  allow  direct  entry  into 
another  country.  Refugees  keep  coming, 
regardless  of  how  much  local  churches 
can  do. 

Lilia  Fernandez,  refugee  specialist 
with  UMCOR,  said  that  agencies  like 
hers  will  continue  to  depend  heavily  on 
local  churches  in  resettlement  efforts 
because  of  the  personal  role  their 
members  can  play  in  the  lives  of  newly- 
arrived  refugees. 

“It  is  the  role  of  the  church  to  greet  the 
newcomers  to  a  community,  to  establish 
a  relationship,  to  make  them  feel  more  at 
home  and  to  share  things  with 
newcomers,”  Ms.  Fernandez  said. 

When  local  churches  become  involved 
in  resettlement,  either  as  sponsors  or  as 
backup  support  to  refugees’  friends  or 
relatives,  the  effort  tends  to  be  more 
successful. 


ARLINGTON,  Mass.  —  Many  refugee  resettlement  stories  have  happy  endings  like  this  one  of  the  extended  Roman  Catholic 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nhut  van  Cao.  Standing  outside  the  Cao’s  new  home  here  are  the  Rev.  Norman  David,  left,  pastor  of 
Christ  Lutheran  Church  of  Belmont,  Mass.,  and  Timothy  Dolan  of  Boston  Catholic  Charities,  far  right. 
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Murders  foretold  year’s  erosion  of  basic  human  rights 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  brutal  murders  of  four  U.S. 
Catholic  missionaries  in  El  Salvador 
occurred  just  before  the  beginning  of 
1961 

They  were  an  accurate  harbinger  of  a 
year  when  the  world  became  even  more 
dangerous  for  advocates  of  basic  human 
rights  and  when  most  of  the  world's 
peoples  experienced  further  erosion  of 
the  rights  they  did  have. 

U.S.  religious  leaders  —  with  United 
Methodist  officials  among  those  at  the 
forefront  —  concentrated  on  what  they 
considered  the  U.S.  government’s 
demotion  of  human  rights  concerns  so  it 
could  stress  its  foreign  policy  priority  of 
turning  back  alleged  Soviet  and  Cuban 
expansionism  through  terrorism. 

A  backward  glance 

Latin  America  was  the  focal  point  for 
much  of  the  year.  The  already -desperate 
state  of  human  lights  there  became 
worse  and  still  was  deteriorating  at  the 
end  of  1981,  said  Larry  Cox,  director  of 
the  U.S.  office  of  Amnesty  International. 

But  by  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  not 
Latin  America  but  Eastern  Europe  that 
became  the  prime  example  of  just  how 
fragile  people  s  rights  under  repressive 
governments  are.  An  unpopular  Polish 
Communist  Party,  facing  the  collapse  of 
the  nation’s  economy  and  fearing  Soviet 
intervention,  declared  martial  law  and 
eliminated  by  decree  the  Polish  people’s 
civil  rights. 

“Overall,  it’s  been  a  rough  year,"  Mr. 
Cox  told  the  Reporter  in  late  December. 

Repeatedly,  the  voices  of  Christian 
leaders  and  the  statements  of 
denominational  boards  cried  for  a 
change  in  U.S.  policies  toward  Latin 
America  and  Africa 

Special  prayer  services  for  the  people 
of  Central  America,  mass  petitions, 
clergy  visits  to  El  Salvador, 
ecclesiastical  letters,  resolutions  by 
church  bodies  and  rallies  became 
commonplace  as  tens  of  thousands  of 
American  Christians  tried  to  affect  their 
government  s  policies. 

Their  immediate  goal  was  to  stop  U.S. 
military  aid  to  El  Salvador’s  ruling 
junta.  The  rulers  acknowledged  that  El 
Salvador  national  guard  was  out  of 
control  and  responsible  for  right-wing 
violence  against  El  Salvador’s  citizens. 
The  guard  was  widely  believed  to  be 
responsible  for  the  murder  of  the  nuns. 

U.S.  aid  did  not  stop  And  the  United 
Methodists  and  other  religious  leaders 
who  queried  and  pleaded  to  the  White 
House  received  only  curt  replies. 

But  many  news  commentators  said  the 
massive  demonstration  of  concern  for 
human  rights  from  the  nation’s  religious 
community  caught  the  young  Reagan 
administration  off  guard  and  caused  it 
almost  overnight  to  tone  down  its 
rhetoric  and  stop  escalating  the  U.S. 
military  presence  in  El  Salvador. 


Leaders  from  almost  every 
denomination  had  set  themselves  firmly 
in  the  challenger  position  by  the  time 
President  Reagan  assumed  office  in 
January.  They  expressed  concern  that  he 
and  his  aides  had  belittled  former 
President  Carter’s  elevation  of  human 
rights  as  an  important  criterion  in  foreign 
policy  decisions.  Mr  Carter’s  approach, 
the  new  occupants  of  the  White  House 
said,  had  undermined  some  nations 
which  were  U.S.  “friends”  in  terms  of 
military  and  economic  definitions. 

Ask  public  support  of  rights 
The  religious  leaders  asked  President 
Reagan  publicly  to  affirm  human  and 
civil  rights  lest  governments  “friendly” 
to  the  United  States  misinterpret  the 
president’s  statements  and  increase 
repression  of  their  citizens. 

Instead,  Mr  Reagan  nominated  for  his 
chief  human  rights  official  Ernest 
Lefever.  Almost  in  unison  the  bishops 
and  denominational  presidents  who  were 
leading  the  human  rights  crusade 
attacked  Dr.  Lefever  as  being  concerned 
mainly  about  human  rights  violations  in 
communist  countries  and  other  nations 
not  considered  to  be  U.S.  friends. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  helped  form  an  Ad 
Hoc  Coalition  on  Human  Rights  to  oppose 
the  nomination.  That  group’s  efforts 
were  credited  by  some  senators  as  being 
an  essential  reason  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  using  a  rarely 
exercised  power,  refused  to  recommend 
Dr.  Lefever’s  nomination.  He  subse¬ 
quently  withdrew  his  name. 

Five  months  later,  the  Reagan 
administration  in  November  suddenly 
made  a  dramatic  shift  in  its  public 
position.  Secretary  of  State  Alexander 
Haig  —  who  earlier  had  stressed  that 
international  terrorism  orchestrated  by 
the  Soviet  Union  was  more  of  a  problem 
than  human  rights  violations  —  was  the 
first  to  signal  the  change. 

He  said,  “If  a  nation,  friendly  or  not, 
abridges  freedom,  we  should 
acknowledge  it,  stating  that  we  regret 
and  oppose  it.” 

United  Methodist  leaders  said  the 
language  was  much  like  that  they  re¬ 
quested  in  January  but  reserved  judg¬ 
ment  until  they  learned  more  about 
Elliott  Abrams,  Mr.  Reagan’s  new  nomi¬ 
nee  for  the  human  rights  post. 

Next  to  Central  America,  South  Africa 
probably  received  the  most  attention 
from  the  U.S.  religious  community  for  its 
human  rights  practices,  particularly  its 
treatment  of  black  citizens.  As  world 
opinion  against  the  white-minority 
government  mounted,  South  African 
leaders  stepped  up  forced  resettlement 
of  black  residents. 

In  January  four  United  Methodist 
bishops  were  among  400  clergy 
signatories  on  a  petition  to  the  U.S. 
government  calling  for  a  reduction  in 
U.S.  aid  to  Israel  “untifshe  recognizes 
the  human  rights  of  the  Palestinians.  ’  ’ 
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WASHINGTON  —  Carrying  a  cross  in  front  of  the  White  House  on  Good  Friday,  Protestant  ministers  symbolized  the  massive 
protest  from  the  U.S.  religious  community  against  U.S.  weapons  being  given  to  an  El  Salvador  government  which  then  used 
them  “to  persecute  the  poor  and  martyr  Christians."  religious  newsservice  piioto 


While  top  leaders  of  mainline 
denominations  accused  the  Reagan 
administration  of  being  too  preoccupied 
with  human  rights  violations  in 
communist  countries,  a  newly  formed 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
accused  the  mainline  denominations  of 
ignoring  those  infractions. 

With  Poland  being  the  most  notable 

‘Quadruple  whammy’ 


example,  repression  of  human  rights  in 
communist  nations  —  particularly 
repression  of  religious  freedom  —  made 
the  news  regularly. 

Religious  repression  tallied 

A.D.  Magazine,  a  publication  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  accumulated 


data  from  rights  monitoring  agencies 
last  year  and  established  a  list  of  the 
world’s  most  oppressive  nations  from  a 
religious  standpoint.  Six  of  the  worst  10 
are  communist  nations.  But  three  others 
are  considered  to  be  U.S.  friends. 

Beginning  with  the  worst,  they  are: 
Albania,  North  Korea,  Saudi  Arabia, 
Afghanistan,  China,  the  Soviet  Union, 


Czechoslovakia,  Taiwan,  Israel  and 
South  Africa. 

Although  El  Salvador  was  considered 
more  open  to  religious  expression,  it  was 
deemed  the  most  violent  in  response  to 
religious  challenge. 

“Improvement  in  the  human  rights 
situation  is  hard  to  find  anywhere,”  said 
Mr.  Cox  of  Amnesty  International  which 
has  won  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  for  its 
untiring  efforts  on  behalf  of  political 
prisoners  in  all  countries.  Last  year,  it 
dealt  with  rights  violations  in  117  nations, 
including  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cox  mentioned  Iran  where  “we 
had  pointed  out  violations  by  the  shah  for 
years.”  The  shah  is  gone,  but  the 
replacement  government  “executed 
more  people  in  just  four  months  of  1981 
than  did  all  the  nations  of  the  world  in 
1980,’’  Mr.  Cox  said. 

China  is  another  example  of  a  nation 
where  there  had  been  hope  for  improve¬ 
ment,  he  said.  “There  was  improvement 
in  1978-79.  But  last  year,  political  arrests 
increased,  particularly  of  human  rights 
advocates  there.” 

Nonetheless  Mr,  Cox  said  he  is  thrilled 
that  people  are  daring  to  speak  up  for 
human  rights  in  China.  A  lot  of  people  on 
the  left  wing  of  American  politics  try  to 
excuse  Marxist  movements'  violations  in 
some  parts  of  the  world,  claiming  that 
human  rights  are  more  of  a  Western 
concept,  he  said.  “But  here  is  China, 
totally  cut  off  from  the  world  all  those 
years,  and  people  are  desiring  the  same 
rights”  valued  by  Americans. 

The  intensity  of  the  human  rights 
campaign  in  the  United  States  last  year 
was  the  one  really  optimistic  sign  that 
conditions  in  the  world  could  become 
better  in  1982,  Mr.  Cox  said. 


Federal  budget  cuts  mar  year 


Compiled  From  News  Stories 
Federal  budget  cuts,  actual  and 
threatened,  made  1981  one  of  the  bleakest 
years  church  social  services  agencies 
have  faced  in  many  years  —  some  say 
since  the  great  depression  of  the  30s. 

Increasingly  grim  statistics  rolled  in 
as  the  year  drew  to  a  close.  Ministries  at 
the  national,  regional  and  local  levels 
were  hit  by  a  "quadruple  whammy” 
consisting  of  budget  cuts,  continued 
inflation,  increased  demand  for  their 
services  because  of  rising  unemployment 
and  cuts  in  other  social  services,  and, 
finally,  increased  competition  for  the 
very  church  and  foundation  funding  they 
need  to  survive. 

Dubious  about  ‘gap’  filling 

In  the  face  of  cheery  predictions  by 
government  officials  that  church  and 
private  charities  easily  will  “fill  the  gap” 
created  by  cutbacks  in  entitlement 
programs  to  the  poor,  many  religious 
leaders  gloomily  expressed  doubt. 

Mainline  religious  leaders  associated 
with  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
took  the  unprecedented  step  in  May  of 
expressing  “fundamental  disagree¬ 
ment”  with  the  administration’s  "vision 
of  who  we  are  and  where  we  are  going. ' ' 

They  said,  “In  this  America,  it  was 
envisioned,  government  would  promote 
the  common  welfare  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty  for  all  ...  This 
America  would  be  known  in  the  world 
for  its  compassion,  its  deep  desire  for 
peace  and  justice,  its  commitment  to 
human  rights  and  human  decency.” 

Maryland  religious  leaders  protested 
budget  cuts  in  December  with  UM 
Bishop  D.  Fredrick  Wertz  elaborating  on 
food  stamps:  “It  would  be  better  for  our 
tax  dollars  to  flow  through  food  stamps  to 
the  grocery  stores  than  through  defense 
spending  into  missile  silos.” 

This  increased  emphasis  on  military 
spending  was,  in  fact,  a  common 
complaint  among  religious  leaders.  “What 
bothers  me  is  when  they  talk  about  budget 
cuts  and  what  they  really  mean  is  budget 
redistribution  to  fuel  an  idiotic  arms 
race,"  said  a  minister  who  provides  shelter 
for  the  homeless  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Congress,  prodded  by  the  President, 
approved  $35  billion  in  fiscal  1982  budget 
cuts,  with  $26  billion  taken  from  entitle¬ 
ment  programs,  which  mostly  benefit 
working  women,  children,  the  elderly 
and  the  handicapped.  Later  in  the  year 
another  $16  billion  in  cuts  was  proposed 
with  all  but  $3  billion  to  come  from  new 


reductions  in  entitlements.  The  Congress 
has  yet  to  make  decisions  about  these 
proposals,  but  has  expressed 
considerable  misgivings  about  them. 

The  effects  of  the  earlier  budget  cuts  are, 
however,  now  being  felt.  An  informal 
survey  of  church-related  hunger 
programs  by  the  NCC  revealed  most 
faced  50  percent  budget  drops  in  1982 
with  some  larger  projects  facing  possible 
reductions  of  as  much  as  90  percent. 

In  addition  to  the  loss  of  direct  funds, 
these  community  outreach  programs 
report  the  loss  of  CETA  and  VISTA 
program  workers, 

In  yet  another  service  area,  Denver 
area  churches,  for  example,  were 
scrambling  to  "fill  the  gap’’  left  by  Title 
XX  day  care  benefit  cutbacks  at  Warren 
Village,  a  transitional  community  for 
one-parent  families,  designed  to  help 
them  move  from  dependency  to  self- 
reliance.  The  center  provides  day  care 
while  parents  work  to  improve 
employment  skills  or  education. 

Schools  feel  budget  slice 

Church-related  black  colleges  have 
also  seen  federal  cuts  slice  into  their 
budgets  and  enrollments  as  a  result  of 


Schools  lose  ‘approval’ 

Students  like  this  seminarian  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta 
may  spend  hours  poring  over  books. 
But  the  range  of  school  selection  for 
United  Methodist  ministerial 
candidates  narrowed  in  1981  when  the 
denomination’s  University  Senate 
dropped  30  schools  from  its 
"approved"  list. 

None  of  the  30  dropped  schools  is 
related  to  the  denomination.  Of  those, 
24  chose  not  to  be  reviewed  under  the 
University  Senate's  tightened 
policies. 
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Cuts  to  finance  TV  campaign  told 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  In  order  to 
finance  and  staff  the  denomination’s 
recently  revamped  $25  million  “National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry"  fund¬ 
raising  campaign.  United  Methodist 
Communications  has  announced  major 
cuts  in  program  and  staff. 

The  agency  is  cutting  approximately 
$200,000  from  its  1982  program  budget 
and  another  $200,000  in  personnel, 
including  the  termination  of  10  positions: 
six  professional  and  four  support 
Several  UMCom  staff  members  are 
being  transferred  to  the  campaign  full¬ 
time  while  others  will  have  dual 
responsibilities. 

Additionally,  Martha  Man,  director  of 
the  News  Service  with  headquarters  in 
New  York,  has  resigned,  effective  July  1, 
and  Winston  Taylor,  News  Director  in 
Washington,  has  been  released  following 
his  decision  not  to  accept  a  new  position 
in  Nashville  where  it  was  proposed  that 
he  work  in  the  office  of  public  relations, 
with  major  responsibilities  for  the 
campaign.  Ms,  Man  said  she  had 
intended  to  resign  at  the  end  of  1982  but 
moved  the  time  up  in  light  of  the  cut¬ 
backs.  Another  position  already  vacant 
in  the  agency  will  not  be  filled. 


UMCom  General  Secretary  Curtis  A, 
Chambers  also  announced  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  A.  LeRoy  Lightner,  effective  Dec. 
31,  1981.  Mr.  Lightner  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  that  as  the 
campaign  enters  the  active  fund-raising 
stage,  “I  see  far  less  opportunity  for  me 
to  use  my  primary  professional 
experience."  Mr  Lightner  left  a  career 
in  advertising  late  in  1980  to  head  the 
campaign.  Regarding  the  resignation, 
Dr.  Chambers  said,  “As  an  advertising 
executive  and  a  dedicated  churchman, 
Roy  brought  a  unique  contribution  to  the 
campaign.  I’ve  never  seen  anyone  work 
harder  on  a  project  or  give  more  fully  of 
oneself  to  an  effort  than  he. ' ' 

Dr.  Chambers  said  some  major 
changes  in  the  six  regional  campaign 
staff  offices  are  expected  later  in 
January.  Already,  he  said  the  Dallas 
office  has  been  closed  and  its  director, 
Horace  Thronburg,  released  St  Louis 
Regional  Director  James  McChesney 
has  been  named  senior  fund-raising 
director. 

New  manager  of  the  campaign  will  lie 
Nelson  Price,  Public  Media  Division  exec¬ 
utive  from  New  York.  Ms.  Man  will  serve 
as  acting  associate  general  secretary  of 


reduction  in  Title  III  program  funds  for 
“developing  institutions”  in  the  Higher 
Education  Act,  and  reductions  in 
financial  aid  for  students. 

Since  an  average  of  95  percent  of  the 
students  at  these  colleges  receive 
financial  aid,  changes  in  eligibility  and 
availability  of  government  assistance  for 
students  have  stunted  enrollment  at 
several  schools. 

Dr.  Isaac  H.  Miller  Jr.,  president  of 
Bennett  College  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  said 
“We  tried  to  curtail  our  dependence  on 
federal  funds.  We  just  didn’t  start  quite 
soon  enough.” 

Church-related  homes  for  children  and 
the  aged  are  also  feeling  the  effects  of 
cutbacks  in  benefits  for  the  elderly,  the 
handicapped  and  emotionally  disturbed. 

It  is  estimated  that  individual  giving  to 
charities  in  the  United  States,  which  has 
been  increasing  at  about  8  percent  a 
year,  would  have  to  triple  or  quadruple  to 
replace  federal  revenue  going  to 
nonprofit  service  organizations. 
Additional  money  would  be  needed  to 
replace  the  reduction  and  elimination  of 
other  government  agencies. 

Tax  cuts,  especially  if  short-lived, 
won’t  automatically  provide  money  to 
help  much.  One  authority  says  the  cuts 
may  even  have  the  opposite  effect  — 
reducing  charitable  giving  —  because 
tax  laws  were  amended  to  lower  the 
income  brackets  of  wealthier  taxpayers 
thus  upping  the  cost  to  them  of  charity 
dollars. 

Donations  by  U.S.  corporations  will  not 
“fill  the  gap"  either  at  the  rate  corporate 
gifts  have  been  given  —  $3  billion  — 
during  1981.  Even  if  that  figure  were 
doubled  between  now  and  1984,  the  total 
would  not  come  close  to  making  up  the 
projected  $76  billion  in  federal  cuts  for 
the  period,  reported  Melinda  Gipson  of 
the  Religious  News  Service. 

Spirit  of  optimism  prevails 

There  is  a  brighter  side,  however. 
Martha  Robson,  a  research  intern  of  the 
Office  of  Urban  Ministries,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  who  conducted  the  NCC 
survey,  said  she  uncovered  a  spirit  of 
hope  and  optimism  among  church 
outreach  staff  members: 

“A  lot  of  the  good  spirit  seems  to  stem 
from  a  new  belief  in  the  necessity  of  their 
work.  One  staff  member  said,  ‘The  pace 
is  quickening  now  and  we  have  a  greater 
sense  of  the  importance  of  our  work,’ 
Another  said,  ‘We  have  more  reason  to 
exist,  a  more  significant  role  to  play  in  the 
community.'  ” 


Man  ‘goes  ape’  over  trial 

The  famous  "monkey  trial”  of  a 
half-century  ago  became  the  subject 
of  some  costuming  and  joking  in 
Arkansas,  where  a  man  in  a  gorilla 
suit  talks  with  a  security  officer 
outside  Federal  Court. 

Three  United  Methodists  are 
involved  in  very  different  roles  in  the 
court  case  testing  a  new  Arkansas  law 
requiring  that  public  schools  which 
teach  the  evolution  theory  of  man’s 
origins  also  teach  the  creationist 
theory. 

A  United  Methodist  layman, 
Federal  District  Judge  William 
Overton,  presided  over  the  trial.  The 
first  witness  for  the  plaintiffs,  and 
himself  a  plaintiff,  was  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  of 
the  Arkansas  Area.  And  the  law  which 
he  and  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  seek  to  have  declared 
unconstitutional  was  written  in  the 
Arkansas  legislature  by  still  another 
United  Methodist  layman,  Sen.  James 
Hoisted. 
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Director  of  Youth  Ministries 

Church  with  multiple  staff  •••king  ex¬ 
perienced  Director  of  Youth  Ministries 
Salary  negotiable.  Sand  picture,  biographic 
Information,  resume  ond  roforoncos  tot 
Committee  Chairman,  9427  Richmond  Ave., 
Houston,  TX  77043. 


Second  Heritage  and  Hymn 
Tour  to  England  and  Wales 

July  I6-August  2,  1982 
Co-leaders: 

Bill  Mann,  and  Whitney  Dough 
Let  s  walk  with  the  Wesleys  and  the 
great  hymn  writers. 

18  days  from  Miami 
or  New  York.  $1,777  00 
(Includes  air  fare,  Hotel,  meals,  tips, 
and  transportation) 
Brochures 

Box  77  Orlando,  FL.  3B202 


the  division  until  her  departure  July  1 . 

Professional  staff  persons  whose 
positions  have  been  terminated  are:  Don 
Hughes  and  Lee  Parkison  of  Nashville; 
Louise  Gray,  Bruce  Mosher  and  Joseph 
Whitfield  of  New  York;  and  Lyndell 
Smith  of  Dayton.  Dr.  Chambers  stressed 
that  persons  were  released  because 
positions  were  eliminated,  not  because  of 
job  performance. 

Among  program  cuts  is  the 
denomination’s  weekly  radio  program, 
“Connection,"  which  will  be  cancelled  at 
the  end  of  January,  Dr.  Chambers  said 
the  staff  will  continue  to  give  attention  to 
radio  needs  and  that  short  format  radio 
programs  are  already  under  develop 
ment. 


African  Palms 

If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  In 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  15  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday  Rates 
based  on  $6  00  per  100,  $3.00  per  50,  In 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual  sized 
palm  crosses  are  available  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS,  P  O.  Box  575, 
Olney,  MD  20832 


Be  sure  your  church  always  orders 


enough  copies  to  spread  the  joy  of  His  word 

Cbe  Upper  Room ;  Sr“  / 


Che  Upper  Room  i  Sr* ‘ 

•  Spanish  Large 

“PRAYER  RAISED  TO  A  LIFESTYLE"  Prim  , 


IR  RAISED  TO  A  LIFESTYLE"  Print  /  Contemporary 

/  Devotional 

1908  Grand  Avenue  •  P.O.  Box  189  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 
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convocations  Of  Boards 
Set  For  Jan .  22 ,  23 


The  Annual  Convocation  of  Boards  will 
be  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  Jan.  21, 22  and  23, 1982. 

The  convocation  has  become  an 
established  institution  of  the  Conference 
since  the  initiation  of  the  convocation 
nearly  20  years  ago. 

At  that  time,  Dr.  Luman  Douglas, 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Area  Program 
Council,  decided  a  great  deal  of  lost 
motion  could  be  recovered  and  put  to 
good  use  if  the  conference  held  a  mid¬ 
year  meeting  —  not  as  an  Annual 
Conference  session  but  as  a  work  session 
to  prepare  for  conference. 

Douglas  noticed  program  boards  and 
agencies  were  meeting  at  various  times 
and  persons  who  were  ex-officio 
members  of  several  boards  would  attend 
a  meeting  one  week  only  to  return  for 
another  meeting  the  next  week. 

Douglas  also  noticed  boards  met  but 
were  unable  to  make  finalized  plans  until 
they  were  coordinated  with  other  groups 
or  other  groups  made  certain  decisions 
affecting  that  particular  group. 

The  suggestion  was  made  there  should 
be  a  mid-year  convocation  when  all 
boards  would  meet  at  the  same  time  and 
in  the  same  place.  Plenary  sessions  could 
be  had  for  matters  of  common  concern. 

Also,  each  board  could  have  access  to 
other  agencies  for  coordinating  planning, 
consultation  or  common  projects. 

The  major  reason  for  the  convocation 
was  so  that  the  work  could  be  accom¬ 
plished  in  a  matter  of  days,  without  per¬ 
sons  traveling  to  various  meetings. 

A  schedule  of  the  meetings 
accompanies  this  article. 

The  first  meeting  begin  Thursday  workshop  held  in  early  November  on  the 
afternoon  and  the  last  group  will  finish  satellite  system  at  First  United 
about  mid-afternoon  Saturday.  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

A  dinner  and  plenary  sessibn  is  set  for 


Convocation  Schedule 


THURSDAY.  JANUARY  21: 

2:00  p.m.  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry 

Board  of  Church  &  Society 

(Both  Boards  will  meet  through  the 

evening) 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  22: 

9:00  a.m.  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  &  the  Larger  Cabinet 
Board  of  Church  and  Society 
10:00  a.m.  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration 
Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  8au30  a.m.  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry 
11:00  a.m.  Committee  on  Bf 
Centennial  Celebration 
2:00  p.m.  Board  of  Diaconal 
Ministries 

3:00  p.m.  Commission  on  Equitable 
Salaries 

Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 


Interreligious  Affairs 
Board  of  Discipleship 
4:00  p.m.  Board  of  Pensions, 
Executive  Committee 
6:00  p.m.  Dinner  and  Plenary  Session 
8:00  p.m.  Commission  on  Equitable 
Salaries 

Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interr.  Affairs 
Board  of  Discipleship 
Board  of  Church  and  Society 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY  23: 

8:00  a.m.  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interr.  Affairs  Board  of 
Church  and  Society 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministry 
9:00  a.m.  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race 

9:30  a.m.  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women 
10:00  a.m.  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


Friday  evening  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  the  satellite  television 
program  to  the  conference  leadership. 
Presiding  at  the  meeting  will  be  Amy 
Ward,  president  of  the.  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries. 

The  program  will  stem  from  a 


A  large  number  of  ministers  were 
present  for  the  two-day  session  at  which 
some  of  the  practical  uses  for  television 
in  the  local  church  were  shown.  Few 
laypersons  have  been  exposed  to  the 
concept  and  some  of  the  clergy  in 
conference  leadership  positions  were 


unable  to  attend. 

The  presentation  at  the  convocation 
will  go  a  stepTurther.  The  program  will 
originate  in  Shreveport,  be  telecast  to  a 
satellite  some  22,000  miles  away,  receive 
amplification  and  redirection  to  a  down¬ 
link  in  Baton  Rouge  to  be  shown  to  the 
convocation. 

The  program  will  be  a  simulation  of  the 
transmissions  received  by  local  churches 
when  the  45  down-links  have  been 


installed  and  the  conference-wide 
network  is  in  place. 

A  majority  of  the  time  will  be  spent  by 
program  boards  meeting  in  their  own 
groups,  working  on  proposed  programs, 
perfecting  line  items  for  budgets, 
drafting  legislation  for  the  Annual 
conference,  developing  calendars  and 
caring  for  the  concerns  they  have 
responsibility  to  handle. 


Audits ,  Pensions 


District  meetings  will  be  held  over  the  Conference  to 
perfect  local  church  reports  to  the  Annual  Conference 
over  the  next  two  weeks. 

These  two-page  reports  cover  72  areas  of  the 
church’s  work  for  1981. 

There  are  sue  columns  in  the  report  affecting  the 
amount  apportioned  from  Conference  askings.  In  order 
to  make  certain  these  are  as  accurate  as  possible,  the 
district  audit  sessions  are  held;  each  report  is  checked 
by  a  team  which  represents  the  Council  on  Finances  and 
Administration. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  director  of  Financial  Affairs, 
said,  “We  have  seldom  found  mistakes  which  would 


cause  a  local  church  to  have  an  increase  in  askings. 
The  most  common,  errors  are  from  putting  items  in 
these  columns  which  do  not  belong  there,  or  making 
mistakes  in  addition  which  cause  totals  to  be  inflated. 
As  a  rule,  our  checking  has  helped  the  church.” 

In  addition  to  the  audit  team,  there  will  be  two 
persons  from  the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  at  each 
audit  session. 

The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold  and  Dr.  Charles  Simmons 
will  work  at  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond,  Alexandria, 
New  Orleans/Slidell  and  Lake  Charles  district  audits. 

The  reverends  Daonald  Hall  and  Hames  Poole  will 
be  at  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette,  New  Orleans/ 


Houma,  Shreveport,  Ruston  and  Monroe  district  audits. 

Tbe  teams  from  the  Board  of  Pensions  will  have  the 
Service  Record  of  each  minister  and  will  explain  and 
check  for  possible  errors  in  the  records.  Each  minister 
will  receive  a  form  with  the  conference  report  to 
facilitate  this  procedure. 

There  are  nearly  600  United  Methodist  churches  in 
the  state.  After  the  reports  have  been  checked,  they 
are  then  processed  in  the  Conference  Office. 

One  part  is  sent  to  the  General  Church  to  become 
part  of  the  General  Minutes;  the  other  section  is  used 
by  the  Conference  Office  to  tabulate  the  statistical 
tables  which  appear  on  the  last  60  pages  of  the  Journal. 


Dr.  Donald  Webb,  president  of  Centenary  College,  was  presented  with  a  $1000  check  on  behalf  of  the  Gold  Staff  Church  School 
Class  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Minden.  The  class  is  calling  their  part  of  the  donation  “The  Holland-Machen 
Scholarship  Fund,”  in  memory  of  the  late  Mrs.  C.  O.  Holland  and  R.  O.  Machen,  former  long  time  teachers  of  the  class.  The  fund 
is  provided  for  students  who  are  planning  to  enter  church-related  work. 

On  hand  to  present  the  check  were,  from  left,  C.  O.  Holland,  Mrs.  Davidson  Brown  and  Mrs.  R.  O.  Machen. 


Rule 

Changes 
Due  Feb.  2 

Members  of  the  Annual 
Conference  are  reminded 
that  a  conference  rule 
requires  “Any  recommenda¬ 
tion  for  rule  changes  shall 
presented  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Rules  Committee  within  10 
days  after  the  Convocation  of 
Boards.” 

The  chair  of  the  Rules 
Committee  is  the  Rev. 
Lonnie  M.  Sibley,  202  Cedar, 
Bogalusa,  La.  70427. 

The  final  day  for  such 
notice  is  Feb.  2, 1982. 


See  CCOM 
Special  Page 
On  Inside 


District  Meetings  Drawing  Near 


Around  The  Conference 


“Make  Mine  Country”  was  the  theme  for  the  Fifth  Annual 
Taste  Fair  and  Arts  and  Crafts  show  at  the  Gonzales  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  September  fair,  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Women,  featured  dishes  and  handicrafts  by  many  of  the  church 
members,  including  woodcraft  by  Dent  Bailey . 

Pictured  at  the  fair  are  some  of  the  workers.  Included  are 
Julia-Helen  Latham,  president,  and  Dean  Hall  and  Pat 
McCann,  co-chairmen  for  the  fair  and  show. 

The  Rev.  Gilbert  Wade  is  the  pastor. 

Memorial  (Bastrop)  Burns  Note 


Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  of  Bastrop  celebrated  a  note  burning  with 
many  trustees  and  boardmen  present. 

Included  are,  from  left,  Wilburn  Jones,  trustee,;  Ricky  Rainbolt,  trustee;  C. 
L.  Cheshier,  Chairman  of  trustees,;  Mrs.  Ted  Pollard,  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board;  the  Rev.  Garland  Dean,  pastor,  Dale  Gordon,  trustee; 
Kenneth  Mitchell,  trustee;  Flint  Robertson,  finance;  Ernest  Rainbolt,  trustee; 
Jeraldn  May,  trustee  and  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin. 


‘Telling  The  Story’ 
Theme  For  Workshop 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  will  be 
hosting  a  workshop  with  Elaine  Ward  Jan.  30  from  9:30  a.m.  to  2 
p.m. 

This  event,  “Telling  the  Story,”  is  for  all  children’s  workers 
in  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District. 

Elaine  Ward  is  well  known  for  her  poems,  stones,  and 
frequent  contributions  to  several  church  publications.  She  has  a 
new  book  on  the  market,  published  by  Discipleship  Resources, 
Story-telling— With  Stories  to  Tell. 

Persons  interested  in  the  workshop  should  contact  Sally  Lof- 
land  at  the  Broadmoore  church.  The  fee  for  the  workshop  will 
be  $4  which  includes  lunch. 

Child  care  will  be  provided. 


Gonzales  UMW  Say 
‘Make  Mine  Country’ 
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Editorial 


Bishop  offers  sound  basis  for  talks  between 
Christians  who  focus  on  justice  or  freedom 


1  THINK  THE  BIBLE 
TEACHES  THAT 
PAT IENCE  IS  A 
AAKK  Of  <Tf?fN6TW 


United  Methodists  should  be  grateful 
for  the  clear  thinking  and  persuasiveness 
of  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of  our  church’s 
Iowa  area. 

Bishop  Clymer  is  a  member  of  the 
Joint  Panel  on  International  Affairs,  a 
group  jointly  sponsored  by  the  UMC’s 
General  Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Church  and  Society  to  coordinate  work 
by  these  agencies  on  international  issues 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  18) .  It  is  composed  of  the 
top  staff  members  and  elected  officials  of 
the  two  boards. 

Much  of  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Panel 
was  spent  discussing  —  and  at  times 
berating  —  those  who  have  been  critical 
of  the  political  and  economic  assump¬ 
tions  which  appear  to  be  held  by  many  of 
the  Panel’s  members.  For  example,  the 
group  engaged  in  an  animated  discussion 
about  how  to  counteract  the  efforts  of  the 
Washington-based  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  which  was  formed  in 
April  of  last  year  (see  UMR,  Dec.  4  and 
Dec.  18).  Although  the  Panel  considered 
the  Institute  important  enough  last  sum¬ 
mer  to  initiate  a  secret  investigation  of  it 
which  cost  $6,000,  some  panel  members 
warned  that  it  must  not  be  seen  as  “a  co¬ 
equal  of  church  agencies,”  and  that  those 
agencies  should  not  get  ‘‘sucked  into 
defending  ourselves”  against  its 
criticisms. 

Observations,  concerns  shared 

In  the  midst  of  this  prevailing  group  at¬ 
mosphere,  Bishop  Clymer  dared  to  raise 
a  number  of  pointed  observations  and 
concerns  which  he,  no  doubt,  knew  would 
win  him  no  popularity  contests  among 
his  colleagues  on  the  Panel.  Some  of  the 
points  he  made  were : 

•  Leaders  of  the  agencies  involved  are 
“more  comfortable”  relating  to  groups 
and  views  of  a  “left  wing”  or  “liberal” 
slant  than  to  those  of  a  “right  wing”  or 
“conservative”  slant. 

•  The  rallying  cry  of  left-oriented 
groups  tends  to  be  “peace  with  justice” 
while  right-oriented  groups  tend  to  em¬ 
phasize  “peace  with  freedom”  —  with 
the  motto  of  “liberty  and  justice  for  all” 
seldom  achieved,  the  goals  of  freedom 
and  justice  frequently  pitted  against 
each  other  in  a  confusing  manner,  and  of¬ 
ficial  church  groups  almost  always 
taking  the  “peace  with  justice”  position. 

•  The  Panel  is  frequently  critical  of  the 
U.S.  for  failing  to  live  up  to  its  high 
ideals,  but  seldom,  if  ever,  strongly  af¬ 
firmative  of  “something  the  United 
States  has  done.” 

•  The  leaders  of  the  31-member  ad¬ 
visory  board  of  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  are  “more  like  family” 
since  nearly  half  of  them  are  United 
Methodists  or  have  UM  ties,  and  they 
should  be  dealt  with  in  the  context  of 
“family  dialogue”  rather  than  as  bitter 
adversaries. 


•  The  Joint  Panel  on  International  Af¬ 
fairs  itself  has  no  official  status  within 
the  church  —  having  been  formed  by 
two  predecessor  church  agencies  in  1966 
for  a  much  more  limited  purpose  than 
the  one  it  has  since  come  to  serve. 

Suggestion  wins  approval 
Although  it  was  apparent  that  Bishop 
Clymer’s  views  were  not  fully  shared  by 
many  of  his  fellow  Panel  members,  his 
call  for  “dialogue”  at  an  as-yet- 
unspecified  future  date  eventually 
prevailed. 

We  hold  no  brief  for  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy.  The  secret 
agency-financed  investigation  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  and  subsequent  report  has  served 
to  provide  the  Institute  with  far  more 
prominence  and  credibility  than  it  has 
earned  based  on  performance-to-date. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  do  not  see  the  In¬ 
stitute’s  political  agenda  and  com¬ 
mitments  to  be  any  more  questionable, 
or  sinister,  than  those  of  secular  political 
organizations  with  which  official  church 
agencies  —  including  the  Joint  Panel  on 
International  Affairs  —  regularly  work. 
The  Panel’s  willingness  to  relate  in  spon¬ 
soring  a  major  conference  with 
numerous  “pro-Soviet”  groups,  coupled 
with  the  undisguised  hostility  many  of  its 
members  expressed  toward  the  Institute, 
provides  strong  prima  facie  evidence  in 
support  of  Bishop  Clymer’s  observations. 

Institute  officials  vigorously  contend 
that  their  organization  is  not  a  part  of  the 
“Religious  New  Right,”  and  that  their 
chief  purpose  is  to  emphasize  the  natural 
“link  between  Christianity  and 
democratic  values.”  They  say  their 
organization  was  formed  only  when  it 
became  apparent  that  official  church 
agencies  dealing  with  international  af¬ 
fairs  are  hopelessly  tilted  away  from  any 
serious  emphasis  on  “democratic 
values.”  To  use  Bishop  Clymer’s  words, 
they  see  the  church’s  official  agencies 
emphasizing  their  understanding  of 
"peace  with  justice”  while  downplaying 
the  importance  of  "peace  with  freedom.” 

Merit  in  both  emphases 

As  we  understand  these  frequently 
used  but  seldom  defined  charac¬ 
terizations,  “peace  with  justice” 
typically  refers  to  providing  justice  for 
the  masses  of  a  society  who  are 
economically  poor  and  politically  down¬ 
trodden  —  often  at  the  expense  of  a  rich 
and  powerful  ruling  elite.  A  state  of 
“peace”  which  does  not  provide  justice 
for  society’s  masses  is  no  peace  at  all, 
they  rightly  contend.  Hence,  there  is  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  those  who  em¬ 
phasize  “peace  with  justice”  to  look  with 
favor  upon  some  sacrifices  of  personal 
freedom  in  order  to  benefit  the  masses. 
On  the  other  hand,  those  who  em¬ 


phasize  “peace  with  treedom”  contend 
that  a  society  whose  citizens  are  denied 
basic  human  freedoms  —  such  as  speech, 
religion,  access  to  uncensored  in¬ 
formation,  etc.  —  is  not  a  “peaceful” 
society  at  all.  Hence,  advocates  of  this 
position  tend  to  be  more  tolerant  of  some 
level  of  social  injustice  than  of  restric¬ 
tions  on  individual  freedom. 

We  believe  there  is  considerable  merit 
in  both  these  emphases,  and  regret  that 
there  has  not  been  more  effort  in  the  past 
to  affirm  that  they  can,  and  should,  be  af¬ 
firmed  together  rather  than  treated  as 
separate,  and  perhaps  incompatible 
goals. 

In  the  course  of  evaluating  why  this  is 
so,  it  has  become  apparent  to  us  that 
some  who  claim  the  name  “liberal”  are 
anything  but  open-minded  and  tolerant 
toward  views  different  from  their  own. 
Close-minded  “liberals”  are  as  unwilling 
to  live  with  genuine  “pluralism”  as  the 
most  rabid  fundamentalists.  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  both  sides  tend  to  converse  per¬ 
manently  with  persons  who  share  a 
similar  point  of  view,  and  to  avoid 
dialogue  with  persons  who  might 
challenge  their  basic  assumptions. 

Positive  results  are  possible 

Hence,  we  believe  that  it  is  potentially 
providential  that  representatives  of  the 
UMC’s  Joint  Panel  on  International  Af¬ 
fairs  and  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  may  engage  in  a  dialogue 
with  one  another  —  not  because  these  two 
groups  are  themselves  necessarily  the 
most  worthy  of  representing  the  views  of 
United  Methodism’s  total  membership, 
but  because  they  epitomize  two  strongly 
divergent  perspectives  —  each  of  which 
is  held  by  many  United  Methodists  —  as 
to  how  individual  Christians  and 
Christian  groups  should  be  related  to  the 
international  political  arena.  If  both 
groups  will  supply  representatives 
willing  and  able  to  relate  to  their  coun¬ 
terparts  as  “family  members,”  we  have 
no  doubt  that  some  very  positive  new  un¬ 
derstandings  can  result  —  even  without 
total  agreement  being  reached. 

We  also  suggest  that  Bishop  Clymer’s 
“peace  with  justice”/ “peace  with 
freedom”  description  of  the  difference  in 
emphasis  between  the  two  groups  would 
be  a  potentially  very  fruitful  starting 
point  for  such  a  dialogue  session.  This 
characterization  is  relatively  devoid  of 
emotion-laden  baggage,  and  appears  to 
offer  a  conceptual  framework  where  all 
but  the  most  rigidly  ideological  person 
could  affirm  —  at  least  in  principle  — 
that  the  peace  sought  by  Christians 
should  involve  both  freedom  and  justice. 
The  constructive  task  from  there  would 
be  how  to  develop  action  strategies 
designed  to  relate  affirmatively  to  both 
of  these  legitimate  ends. 


Here  I  Stand 


Lack  of  total  boycott 
against  Nestle  is  a  tragedy 
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By JOYCE THAXTON 

I  have  a  great  concern  I  want  to  share 
with  you.  I’d  like  to  call  attention  to  a  but¬ 
ton  I  have  been  wearing  since  the  last 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference.  It 
says,  “Boycott  Nestle’  Crunch,  Nestle 
Quik.”  Since  1979  and  more  recently  in 
the  last  months,  I  have  become  aware  of 
a  growing  need  to  do  what  I  can  to  stop 
the  Swiss-based  Nestle  Company  from 
using  unfair  marketing  practices  in 
pushing  their  infant  formula  to  Third 
World  countries. 

The  sale  of  the  Nestle  Company  infant 
formula  to  Third  World  countries  has 
contributed  to  the  malnutrition  and  death 
of  thousands  of  infants  in  these  countries. 
The  mothers  in  Third  World  countries 
have  been  influenced  by  unfair  ad¬ 
vertising  practices  to  give  up  the  idea  of 
breast  feeding  their  infants  for  the 
Nestle  Company  infant  formula.  The 
problems  come  from  the  fact  that  the 
families  find  the  formula  too  expensive 
to  buy,  so  they  dilute  it  more  than  it 
should  be,  so  the  infant  is  only  getting  a 
fraction  of  the  nutrition  he  should  be 
receiving,  and  usually  by  the  time  the 
money  problem  is  discovered,  the 
mother’s  milk  has  dried  up.  so  there  is  no 


My  Witness 

It  is  right  to  go  on  with  life  and 
to  believe  in  the  best  for  the  future 


By  CORINNE INGERSOLL 

My  goodness  how  easy  it  is  to  worry 
about  the  future.  My  friends  and  I  tend 
almost  to  go  off  the  deep  end  when  we 
consider  the  ills  that  could  befall  us,  i.e., 
the  loss  of  one  of  our  infants  to  Infant 
Syndrome,  one  of  our  close  family  mem¬ 
bers  being  struck  with  cancer,  or  the 
seemingly  greater  daily  threat  of  war. 
Our  discussions  about  these  issues 
remind  me  of  the  spine-tingling  chill  I 
used  to  feel  when  listening  to  a  ghost 
story  in  a  darkened  closet  when  I  was 
very  young. 

We  always  manage  to  change  the  sub¬ 
ject.  However,  the  time  comes  when  we 
all  have  to  make  decisions  about  whether 
or  not  to  subject  ourselves  to  the 
possibility  of  getting  hurt.  Will  we 
marry?  It  may  end  in  divorce.  Will  we 
have  children  only  to  lose  them  to  wars, 
catastrophe,  or  disease? 

Recently,  my  husband  and  I  were 
faced  with  making  one  of  these  risk¬ 
taking  decisions.  The  choice  was  bet¬ 
ween  allowing  our  son  to  remain  an  only 
child  or  to  have  another  child  to  enrich 
ell  of  our  lives.  The  greatest  risk  in¬ 
volved  the  fact  that  we  had  no  insurance 
at  the  time.  All  kinds  of  possible 
disasters  loomed  in  our  minds  which 
could  leave  us  penniless.  Without  going 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Christian  criteria  should  guide  our  stances 


To  the  Editor; 

I  have  read  articles  about  the  Institute 
on  Religion  and  Democracy  and  its  dif¬ 
ferences  with  the  general  boards  of  the 
church  with  interest.  If  this  debate 
generates  more  knowledge  of,  and 
serious  interest  in,  important  social 
issues,  it  may  serve  to  stir  a  lot  of  United 
Methodists  out  of  the  indifference  they 
now  manifest. 

However,  I’m  not  sure  whether  the 
purpose  of  the  general  agencies  in 
making  a  study  of  the  Institute  is  clear. 
My  understanding  is  that  the  study  was 
not  made  and  published  to  denigrate  the 
right  of  the  Institute’s  organizers  toroid 
and  propagate  views  different  from  the 
official  positions  of  the  agencies.  Instead, 
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the  purpose  was  to  reveal  that  the  In¬ 
stitute  is  a  well  organized  effort  launched 
by  specific  individuals,  with  funds  sup¬ 
plied  by  conservative  sources,  including 
private  foundations,  and  not  in  itself  a 
broadly  based  rank  and  file  movement  in 
the  churches.  The  facts  generated  by  the 
study  clearly  demonstrate  this. 

I  am  not  bothered  by  United  Method¬ 
ists  disagreeing  with  the  general  boards 
and  even  the  General  Conference  of  the 
denomination.  This  is  nothing  new.  I  am 
troubled  when  those  who  disagree  resort 
to  insinuations  and  labels  instead  of 
sticking  to  facts  and  issues.  It  is  easy  to 
attack  a  policy  statement  as  pro- 
Marxist,  or  for  that  matter  as  pro¬ 
capitalist;  it  is  a  lot  harder  to  criticize 
such  a  statement  on  its  merits  and  set 
forth  a  reasoned  alternative. 

We  must  respect  each  other’s  Christian 
commitment,  sincerity,  and  good  in¬ 
tentions,  or  we  shall  lose  the  opportunity 
for  a  thoughtful  resolution  of  our  dif¬ 
ferences  and  descend  instead  to  the  level 
of  name-calling. 

One  thing  that  troubles  me  about  the 
Institute  is  its  view  that  the  church  must 
be  against  communism  (and  also 
presumably  socialism)  and  for  a  free 
market  economy  (presumably 
capitalism).  It  has  always  been  my  con¬ 
viction  that  the  Christian  church  ought 
not  endorse  any  particular  economic 
system  or  political  structure,  for  all 
stand  under  God’s  judgment  and  fall 
short  of  God’s  demands. 

Christians  and  the  church  have  lived 
under  city-states,  empires,  kingdoms, 
dictatorships,  and  democracies,  under 
feudalism,  capitalism,  fascism, 
socialism,  and  communism.  Christians 
have  remained  faithful  under  many  dif¬ 
ferent  systems,  and  they  have  been  un¬ 
faithful  under  just  as  many. 

As  individuals,  we  may  prefer  a  par¬ 
ticular  system.  As  Christians,  and 
especially  as  the  church,  let  us  judge 
specific  social  policies  by  Christian 
criteria  rather  than  embrace  entire 
systems  as  a  whole,  be  they  theoretical 

or  actual.  „ 

Herman  Will 

Gaithersburg,  Maryland 

More  information  wanted 
on  ‘creation  science’ 

To  the  Editor : 

In  your  December  18  article  on  the 
Arkansas  “creationism  teaching  law” 
you  reported  the  premise  of  the  plaintiffs 
to  be  that  this  balanced  treatment  law 
violates  the  First  Amendment 
prohibition  against  establishing  a  state 
religion.  Their  premise  misses  the  whole 
point.  The  real  point  is  that  evolutionary 
theory  is  not  true  and  that  the  whole 


world  was  created  and  all  that  is  in  it. 

There  is  a  growing  body  of  scientific 
data  that  supports  the  Creation  Model 
and  exposes  the  Evolution  Theory  for 
what  it  is  —  a  deception.  I  would  like  to 
see  you  reprint  some  of  the  Creation 
Science  material  in  the  Reporter  so  that 
more  of  our  members  could  be  exposed  to 
this  side  of  the  story. 

You  know,  for  the  last  40  of  my  47  years 
I  have  thought  that  I  was  a  Methodist 
Christian,  but  if  believing  in  the  truth  and 
accuracy  of  the  Bible  makes  one  a  funda¬ 
mentalist,  I  guess  I’ll  have  to  be  counted 
with  Senator  Hoisted,  the  sponsor  of  the 
bill. 

Warren  C.  McClure 
Union,  Missouri 

‘We  are  the  problem’ 
for  the  church  in  China 

To  the  Editor: 

The  issue  of  December  18  carried 
reader  responses  which  deplored  efforts 
to  discourage  Bible  smuggling  into 
China.  You  have  printed  articles 
throughout  the  year  expanding  on  this 
subject.  Here  is  one  more  word  from  one 
who  has  been  there  recently. 

Throughout  eastern  China,  we  met 
with  Chinese  leaders  of  the  resurgent 
Christian  Church  in  China.  It  is  the 
Chinese  leaders  who  told  us  they  want  to 
propagate  growth  of  Christianity  by 
native  efforts  and  make  it  indigenous 
with  their  own  people.  They  showed  us 
stacks  of  Bibles  they  had  ready  for 
distribution. 

First  we  disparage  people  who  expect 
handouts,  then  we  disparage  the  ones 
who  decline  handouts.  We  are  the 
problem. 

Ruth  P.  Armington 
Williston,  North  Dakota 

Curriculum  trying  to  make 

the  Bible  a  living  reality 

To  the  Editor: 

I  can  agree  with  Evelyn  Ashcroft  in  her 
Dec.  11  “Letter  to  the  Editor”  that  there 
are  so  many  truths  in  the  Bible  that  no 
person  can  learn  all  of  them  in  a  lifetime 
of  study.  However,  1  think  that  she,  along 
with  many,  many  other  persons  in  all 
churches,  needs  to  remember  that  the 
Bible  is  a  documentary  of  real  people  and 
their  relationship  to  God. 

Our  church  school  material  tries  to 
bring  the  Bible  alive  to  the  children,  and 
it  also  tries  to  bring  them  the  relevant 
material  at  their  age  level.  To  use  a  play 
or  story  that  “might  have  happened" 
does  not  detract  from  the  Bible;  it 
enriches  it. 

Does  Ms.  Ashcroft  really  think  that  in  the 
Jewish  nation,  there  was  only  one 


Rebekah,  one  Samuel,  one  Rachel,  nnd 
so  on?  These  are  ordinary  Jewish  names 
just  as  we  have  many  children  today 
named  Judy,  Robert  or  Kathleen.  Our 
children  can  be  well  aware  that  we  had  a 
great  president  named  George 
Washington  but  there  could  also  be  a  boy 
named  George  in  their  class.  I  cannot  see 
why  a  teacher  would  have  any  trouble  ex¬ 
plaining  this  to  a  Church  School  class. 

There  have  been  too  many  years  in  the 
past  where  “Bible  Stories”  were  taught 
almost  the  same  as  fairy  tales.  We  are 
now  striving  to  make  the  Bible  a  living, 
breathing  reality  to  the  children  and 
adults,  pointing  the  way  to  our  Savior, 
Jesus  Christ. 

Esther  B.  Wheeler 
Waterloo,  New  York 

UMC  bishops’  abortion 
stand  marks  ‘sad  day’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  silent  holocaust  of  abortion  is  the 
most  savage  and  brutal  crime  being 
committed  in  the  name  of  paganism 
anywhere.  In  the  last  eight  years 
12,000,000  innocent  human  lives  have 
been  killed  in  the  United  States.  Those  of 
us  who  are  working  and  praying  to  end 
this  horrible  monstrosity  are  crying  out 
to  the  Congress  to  take  any  action  as 
quickly  as  possible  which  will  outlaw 
abortion. 

'  It  is  a  sad  day  indeed  when  the  bishops 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  take  a 
stand  against  ending  this  horrendous  evil 
(UMR,  Dec.  4).  I  do  not  understand  how 
they  can  be  so  blind  in  the  face  of  this 
continual  spilling  of  the  most  precious  of 
human  blood  —  that  of  the  unborn  babe. 
May  God  have  mercy  on  their  souls. 

James  W.  French 
Leland,  Illinois 

Two  EUB’s  formerly 
headed  the  1NCC 
To  the  Editor: 

I'n  the  informative  exchange  with  Mr. 
Philbrick  as  reported  in  a  recent  issue 
of  the  Reporter,  I  noticed  no  reference  to 
the  fact  that  Bishop  John  S.  Stamm  was 
one  of  the  earlier  presidents  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

Bishop  Stamm  was  a  Bishop  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Evangelical  Church  and  then  of  the 
EUB  church. 

To  be  exact  then  in  the  list  of  the 
predecessors  of  Bishop  Armstrong  are  to 
be  found  two  Methodists  and  two  former 
EUB’s  (Mueller  and  Stamm). 

F.  W.  Boelter 
San  Jose,  California 
Editor's  note:  Bishop  Stamm  was  a  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches 
a  predecessor  to  the  NCC 


into  the  full  explanation  of  why  we  did  not 
have  insurance,  let  it  suffice  to  say  that 
there  was  no  future  in  sight  when  we 
could  know  we  would  once  more  be  able 
to  acquire  it.  We  made  the  decision  to  try 
to  have  another  child  and  within  five 
days  were  awarded  a  complete  group  in¬ 
surance  policy. 

I  won’t  say  God  did  it  for  I  personally 
don’t  believe  God  gives  out  awards  and 
favors.  I  will  say  that  this  incident  reaf¬ 
firmed  my  belief  that  it  is  right  to  go  on 
with  life,  to  believe  in  the  best,  to  look 
forward  to  the  future.  Although  some  of 
the  worst  things  I  dread  may  very  well 
come  to  pass,  it  is  not  for  me  to  turn  off 
the  living  process,  to  stop  and  wait  for 
the  inevitable  pain  I  know  I  will  ex¬ 
perience  sometime  in  my  lifetime. 
Rather,  God  wants  me  to  walk  on,  for¬ 
ward  to  the  life  in  each  new  day. 

“My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor  is  Corinne 
Ingersoll,  a  member  of  Cokesbury  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas. 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  500  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Fredericksburg,  Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  Conference),  approximately  550 
member-families  of  the  Germantown 
UMC  in  Germantown,  Tennessee  (Mem¬ 
phis  Conference)  and  approximately  200 
member-families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Sallisaw,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Con¬ 
ference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Fredericksburg, 
Germantown  and  Sallisaw  we  say 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 
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choice  but  to  cope  as  best  possible. 

Water  contaminates  formula 

Another  problem  is  that  these  coun¬ 
tries  don’t  have  a  clean  water  supply  so 
the  formula  is  contaminated.  These 
countries  also  don’t  have  adequate 
refrigeration  so  the  formula  spoils,  and  on 
one  brand  of  formula  that  Nestle’ 
produces,  there  are  only  written  in¬ 
structions  with  no  pictures  showing  how 
to  prepare  the  formula.  Therefore  the 
majority  of  the  families  who  are  illiterate 
don’t  understand  how  to  prepare  the  for¬ 
mula. 

This  past  May,  I  was  outraged  at  an  ar¬ 
ticle  I  read  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Methodist  stating  that  the  World  Health 
Organization  had  met  and  voted  upon  a 
proposal  to  urge  Third  World  countries  to 
put  pressure  on  the  Nestle  Company  and 
other  companies  to  stop  their  unfair 
marketing  practices  in  their  countries. 
Out  of  all  the  nations  represented  in  the 
W.H.O.  the  United  States  was  the  only 
country  that  voted  against  the  proposal. 
Our  negative  vote  seriously  jeopardized 
the  strength  of  the  proposal. 

Button  is  a  reminder  — 

These  are  the  main  reasons  why  I  am 
wearing  my  button.  It  helps  to  remind 
me  of  the  seriousness  of  the  problem  and 
also  gives  me  the  chance  to  raise  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  those  who  notice  the  button 
and  ask  questions.  My  family  is  boycot¬ 
ting  the  following  list  of  products  owned 
by  Nestle’  Company  and  I  urge  you  to  do 
the  same  in  protest  of  this  problem. 
Nestle’  Quik  &  Chocolates 
Nescafe,  Nestea 
Taster’s  Choice 
Sunrise  Instant  Choice 
PERO 

Maggie  Soups 

Stouffer’s  Brand  &  Facilities 
Libby’s  Brand 
Crosse  &  Blackwell 
James  Keller  &  Sons,  Ltd. 

Crawford  Products 

Deer  Park  Mountain  Spring  Water 

Provolone  Locatilli 

Kavli  Crispread  (flat  bread) 

Wispride 

Major  Grey’s  Chutney 
Berringer  Wines 
Gerber  Cheeses 
Swiss  Knight  Cheeses 
Cherry  Hill  Old  Fort  Cheese 
Hum 

McVities,  Keiller 
Los  Hermanos 
Souptime 

Letter  writing  urged 

I  would  also  urge  you  to  write  to  the 
Nestle  Company  and  let  them  know  that 
you  are  and  will  continue  to  boycott  their 
products  until  they  stop  exploiting  Third 
World  countries  and  adding  to  the 
problems  of  malnutrition  and  death  of  in¬ 
nocent  children.  I  also  urge  you  to  write 
to  your  state  representatives  and 
senators  letting  them  know  how  you  feel 
about  this  situation  and  urging  them  to 
do  what  they  can.  Also  write  to  President 
Reagan  and  express  to  him  the  outrage 
that  is  felt  by  so  many  at  the  W.H.O. 
negative  vote  from  a  country  which  holds 
human  rights  as  a  precious,  basic 
freedom.  What  a  tragedy  it  is  when  a 
country  like  ours  regards  enterprise  far 
more  important  than  the  lives  of  in¬ 
nocent,  malnourished  infants. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Ms.  Joyce 
Thaxton,  is  a  member  of  the  UMC  in 
Pagosa  Springs,  Colorado  (Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to: 
“Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


“What  do  you  want  to  be  when  you  grow  s 

up?”  That  is  a  question  14,000  children 
in  Maharashtra  State,  India,  can  never  answer. 

□  Of  the  20,000  abandoned  children  under  age  two  uKT * 
government-run  institutions,  only  6,000  will  survive.  Ai4 
the  current  70  percent  infant  mortality  rate,  14,000  children 
will  die  because  of  the  ravages  of  malnutrition  and  neglect.  □  Holt 
International  Children's  Services,  Inc.,  through  its  24-hour  intensive  care  facility, 
family  rehabilitation  services  and  foster  homes  programs,  is  working  to  make  sure 
more  kids  have  a  chance  to  grow  up.  □  With  plans  to  provide  shelter  and  care  for 
50  children  at  a  time,  and  to  serve  at  least  200  children  under  age  two  annually,  HICS 
hopes  to  limit  the  infant  mortality  rate  among  its  patients  to  not  more  than  the 
national  rate  of  12  percent.  □  Give  a  child  a  chance  to  grow  up!  Support  Holt 
International  Children's  Services,  Inc. 


Today’s  check  improves  tomorrow’s  future. 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
UMCOR 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
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|  More  efforts  asked 
for  disabled  persons 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

The  International  Year  of  Disabled 
Persons  may  have  ended  officially  Dec. 
31,  but  the  awareness  and  the  projects 
which  were  started  during  1981  must  con¬ 
tinue  if  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  to 
be  inclusive  of  these  persons,  the  Rev. 
Toby  Gould  said. 

“Persons  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions  don’t  disappear  from  view  at  the 
end  of  a  special  year,”  said  the  head  of 
the  UMC’s  national  office  on  ministries 
with  persons  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions. 

“We  have  made  quite  a  bit  of  progress 
not  only  in  United  Methodism,  but  in 
other  churches  as  well,”  he  added. 
“Some  attitudes  have  changed  and  some 
beginnings  have  been  made.” 

A  symposium  this  fall  outlining  the 
theological  basis  for  inclusion  of  people 
with  handicapping  conditions  was  a 
major  breakthrough,  Mr.  Gould  said. 

Sponsored  by  the  UMC’s  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Division,  the  sympos¬ 
ium  included  one  speaker  who  stated  that 
while  persons  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions  are,  by  and  large,  an  embarrass¬ 
ment  to  churches  which  do  not  welcome 
them  to  services,  the  church  cannot  be 
fully  Christian  without  such  persons 
being  included. 

Dr.  Gerald  F.  Moede  of  Princeton, 
N.J.,  head  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union,  laid  the  theological  basis  at  the 
symposium  for  the  inclusion  of  persons 
with  disabling  conditions  by  recalling 
that  God’s  power  is  often  manifest  in 
weakness. 

Saying  Jesus’  commission  is  dis¬ 
charged  through  suffering  and  death,  Dr. 
Moede  suggested  that  the  starting  point 
for  an  inclusive  theology  is  God’s  identific¬ 


ation  with  the  weak  and  the  oppressed. 

Mr.  Gould  said  in  a  telephone  interview 
that  pointing  to  such  persons  saying, 
“  ‘Look  at  these  poor  handicapped 
people.  Look  at  how  they  exist  despite 
their  afflictions,’  ”  is  no  longer 
acceptable. 

Many  churches  have  already  been 
made  accessible  and  annual  conference 
task  forces  started  last  year  are  under¬ 
way  across  the  country,  Mr.  Gould  said. 
“They  are  not  a  church  supper;  they  are 
going  to  continue”  to  work  on  ways  to 
make  church  members  aware  of  what 
remains  to  be  done. 

Local  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  further  must  include  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  in  leadership 
roles  at  all  levels,  he  said. 

“You  shouldn’t  make  the  automatic 
assumption  that  someone  is  too  disabled 
or  too  sick  to  do  anything,”  Mr.  Gould 
said.  He  added  that  they  should  have  the 
opportunity  to  decide  for  themselves 
whether  they  want  or  can  take  on  a 
church  position. 

“And  then  the  nominating  committee 
should  push  them  to  accept  as  hard  as 
they  do  everyone  else,”  Mr.  Gould 
added. 

Mr.  Gould  said  seminaries  also  need  to 
make  some  changes  in  order  to  be  more 
inclusive  of  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions.  Not  all  seminaries  are  physi¬ 
cally  accessible  nor  are  there  as  many 
people  with  handicapping  conditions 
being  recruited  for  the  ministry  as  he 
would  like  to  see. 

“United  Methodists  and  others  are 
coming  a  long  way,”  he  was  quick  to  add, 
however.  “We  hope  persons  with  handi¬ 
capping  conditions  will  give  the  church  a 
chance.” 


Church  paves  the  way 
for  disabled  lay  leader 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
FERN  PARK,  Fla.  —  Glen  From,  lay 
leader  of  the  Casselberry  (Fla.)  Com¬ 
munity  United  Methodist  Church,  used  to 
travel  the  world  as  a  field  engineer  for 
underseas  cable  projects. 

He  spent  his  time  at  home  remodeling 
the  house  and  working  on  his  car  himself. 

Now  he  is  an  electrical  engineer  with 
an  office  job.  He  teaches  the  Sunday 
School  class  for  llth  and  12th  graders  at 
Community  UMC  and  coaches  its  girls’ 
softball  team.  In  the  rest  of  his  spare 
time,  Mr.  From  takes  his  family 
camping,  swimming  and  to  the  movies  in 
his  specially  equipped  van. 

Following  a  diving  accident  that  left 
his  arms  and  legs  paralyzed,  “I  went 


Glen  From  serves  as  the  lay  leader  at 
the  Community  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Casselberry,  Fla. 
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from  doing  everything  to  having  to  have 
everything  done  for  me,”  he  said. 

According  to  a  story  in  the  Florida 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter,  Mr. 
From  didn’t  suffer  the  “mental  hang¬ 
ups”  that  often  come  with  such  a 
disabling  injury. 

The  accident  and  life  changes  that 
went  with  it,  however,  were  accompan¬ 
ied  by  what  might  best  be  described  as  a 
spiritual  awakening. 

“I  didn’t  know  the  Lord;  I  knew  of 
Him,  but  I  was  a  doubter,”  Mr.  From 
said  of  his  beliefs  prior  to  the  accident. 

“I  went  to  church  because  I  thought  it 
was  the  thing  to  do.  Then  God  started 
dealing  with  me,  and  one  Sunday  when 
the  minister  gave  an  altar  call,  I  felt  led 
to  go  down.  But  the  Lord  really  entered 
my  life  one  day  when  I  was  going  down 
the  highway  in  my  car,  and  from  that 
time  on,  it’s  been  great.” 

He  and  his  family  chose  Community 
United  Methodist  Church  after  moving 
here  from  New  Jersey,  where  they  were 
living  at  the  time  of  Mr.  From’s  accident. 
His  wife,  Darla,  went  to  the  church  first 
to  make  sure  the  church's  facilities  were 
wheelchair  accessible. 

As  lay  leader,  Mr.  From  sometimes 
has  to  be  on  the  platform  at  the  front  of 
the  church.  Anticipating  navigational 
problems,  however,  Community  UMC 
members  built  a  special  wooden  ramp  so 
that  Mr.  From  can  move  his  wheelchair 
into  place  whenever  he  participates  in  a 
service. 

Mr.  From  said  that  many  congrega¬ 
tions  do  not  realize  how  inaccessible 
their  churches  are  until  a  member  begins 
to  use  a  wheelchair.  The  church  he  at¬ 
tended  in  New  Jersey  was  no  different. 

“They  built  a  ramp  right  away.  They 
didn  t  want  to  keep  anybody  away  be¬ 
cause  they  couldn’t  get  in,”  he  added. 

“But  many  of  the  older  and  smaller 
churches  are  not  accessible." 
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Plan  your  purchases  with 


Resources  for  Lent, 
Easter,  Mother’s  Day, 
and  more! 


Cokesbury's  new  Spring/Easter  Cala¬ 
is,  Is  In  the  mall  with  samples  ot  new  bul¬ 
letins  and  other  resources  for  ministers,  church  school  leaders, 
and  teachers.  In  the  catalog  also  are  study  books,  devotional 
booklets,  communion  aids,  and  much  more. 


Watch  tor  Cokesbury's  Spring/Easter  Catalog.  If  you  don't 
receive  one  in  plenty  of  time  to  help  you  plan  your  season¬ 
al  purchases,  call  or  write  for  your  copy. 

Cokesbury 
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Bicentennial  pace  quickens 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Preliminary  celebrations  of 
American  Methodism’s  bicentennial 
are  expected  to  become  both  more 
local  and  more  truly  national  during 
1982. 

Almost  three  years  remain  before 
the  climactic  events  commemorating 
the  famous  Christmas  Conference  in 
Baltimore  in  1784  marking  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  But  committees  within  and 
between  at  least  five  Methodist 
denominations  have  been  at  work  for 
several  months  laying  out  a  timetable 
designed  to  involve  more  people  as 
the  climax  approaches. 

Specifically,  in  1982,  each  United 
Methodist  local  church  in  its  annual 
charge  conference  will  be  asked  to 
make  two  commitments:  (1)  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  1983  bicentennial  study 
program,  and  (2)  to  organize  a  bicen¬ 
tennial  committee  for  a  two-year 
existence. 

In  1984  still  another  commitment 
will  be  sought  of  local  churches :  Con¬ 
gregational  involvement  in  a  post¬ 
bicentennial  “missional  thrust”  in 
congregational  development  and 
social  justice  for  1985  and  beyond. 

Also  scheduled  in  1982  is  a  mailing 
of  at  least  1  million  brochures  for 
churchwide  distribution,  explaining 
the  bicentennial  observances. 
Further,  the  May  1982  issue  of  The 
Interpreter  magazine  will  feature 
materials  leading  to  the  1983  prepara¬ 
tion-study  emphasis. 

United  Methodism  has  its  own  bi¬ 
centennial  committee  chaired  by 
Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  The  UMC’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  also  provides  staff  support 
to  a  pan-Methodist  bicentennial  com¬ 
mittee  which  brings  together  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  five  denominations: 
Free  Methodist  Church,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church, 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  United  Methodist. 

Leaders  of  the  five  denominations 
developed  proposals  last  fall  for  joint 
celebrations  including  a  possible  na¬ 
tional  television  program  in  1984. 
These  proposals  were  submitted  to 
officials  of  the  five  denominations  for 
their  response.  The  committee  will 
meet  again  March  30-31  to  receive 
those  responses. 

According  to  plans  already  agreed 
on  by  the  pan-Methodist  bicentennial 
committee,  during  1984  each  con¬ 
gregation  in  the  Methodist/Wesleyan 
family  will  be  invited  to  participate  in 
five  special  observances : 

•  Aldersgate  Sunday,  May  20  —  ' 
simultaneous  celebrations  commem¬ 
orating  the  “heartwarming”  spiritual 
experience  of  Methodism’s  founder, 
John  Wesley,  in  London  in  1738. 

•  Community  celebrations,  Oct.  21- 
28,  involving  congregations  of  all  five 
denominations. 

•  Reformation  Sunday,  Oct.  28,  an 
exchange  of  pulpits  among  congrega¬ 
tions  from  the  five  denominations. 

•  Advent  programs  held  simultan¬ 
eously  in  all  congregations  using  com¬ 
mon  materials  prepared  by  the  bicen¬ 
tennial  committee. 

•  Community  vesper  services,  Dec. 

23,  with  a  common  litany  commemor¬ 
ating  the  Christmas  Conference  and  in¬ 
cluding,  if  desired,  John  Wesley’s 


covenant  service  and  a  traditional 
Methodist  “love  feast”  or  Holy  Com¬ 
munion. 

As  a  followup  to  the  pan-Methodist 
celebration,  the  committee  is  projec¬ 
ting  a  two-pronged  “missional 
thrust.”  One  part  will  emphasize  the 


historic  Methodist  concern  for  educa¬ 
tion,  focusing  on  higher  education  and 
support  of  public  education.  The 
second  part  will  focus  on  a  statement 
for  use  in  Aldersgate  Sunday  observ¬ 
ances  dealing  with  common  human 
needs  such  as  health,  prison  reform, 
and  refugees  relief. 


This  replica  of  the  Cokesbury  College  bell  has  become  the  first  nationally- 
promoted  symbol  of  the  1984  celebration  of  the  200th  anniversary  of  American 
Methodism.  The  bell  in  this  size,  complete  with  either  desk  or  wall  mount,  sells  for 
$1,984.  In  a  smaller  size  it  is  priced  at  $35. 

Bell  becomes  symbol 
of  Methodist  founding 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Replicas  of  a  200-year-old  bell  are 
being  offered  in  two  prices  as  a  part  of 
the  bicentennial  celebration  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodism. 

Though  the  anniversary  year  is  not 
until  1984,  the  bells  went  on  sale  in  late 
1981. 

The  more  expensive  model  — 
priced  at  exactly  $1,984  as  a  further 
reminder  of  the  celebration  —  is  an 
exact  replica  of  the  bell  which  hung  at 
Cokesbury  College,  Methodism’s  first 
college.  The  college  did  not  survive  a 
fire  in  1795,  but  the  bell  did. 

The  original  is  a  priceless  treasure 
housed  at  Wesley  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Washington.  A  Cincinnati 
firm  cast  a  mold  from  the  original  and 
is  producing  the  individually  num¬ 
bered  replicas. 

No  more  than  1,984  of  these  bells 
will  be  produced.  Then  the  mold  will 
be  destroyed. 

The  United  Methodist  Bicentennial 
Committee,  which  authorized  the 
casting  and  sales  of  the  commemor¬ 
ative  bells,  expects  that  colleges,  his¬ 
toric  churches  and  other  church- 
related  agencies  may  be  among  prim¬ 
ary  prospects  to  purchase  the  more 
expensive  bells. 

A  purchaser  may  specify  any  num¬ 


bered  bell  from  1  to  1,984.  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  for  in¬ 
stance,  has  specified  that  it  will  buy 
bell  number  1789  to  commemorate  the 
year  the  publishing  house  was 
founded. 

Unless  the  purchaser  specifies 
otherwise,  bells  will  be  sold  in  numer¬ 
ical  order. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  price  scale  is 
a  miniature  Cokesbury  Bell  offered  at 
$35.  It  is  three  inches  in  diameter, 
three  and  one-half  inches  high,  and 
weighs  approximately  one  pound.  The 
larger  exact  replica  bell,  by  contrast, 
is  11  inches  high  and  weighs  several 
pounds.  It  comes  with  both  a  desk  and 
a  wall  mount. 

One  thousand  dollars  from  each 
purchase  of  the  large  bell  and  $20 
from  the  purchase  of  each  small  bell 
may  be  claimed  as  charitable 
contributions  for  income  tax  pur¬ 
poses.  Those  same  amounts  will  go  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church  Develop¬ 
ment  Growth  Fund,  designed  to  help 
both  start  and  revitalize  congrega¬ 
tions  using  methods  being  developed 
by  a  special  study  committee.  The 
committee  hopes  to  net  upwards  of  $3 
million  for  this  fund  through  the  bell 
sales. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


2-pronged 

aid  offered 
for  Poles 


Compiled  From  News  Stories 
In  response  to  the  worsening  crisis  in 
Poland,  U.S.  religious  agencies  have 
stepped  up  a  two-pronged  relief  effort  — 
emergency  food  shipments  and  resettle¬ 
ment  of  Polish  refugees. 

President  Reagan  has  assured  Amer¬ 
icans  that  while  the  U.S.  has  cut 
economic  relations  with  the  Polish 
government,  private  humanitarian  relief 
aid  may  continue.  U.S.  Catholic  and  Prot¬ 
estant  agencies  are  channeling  emergen¬ 
cy  food  aid  through  the  Polish  bishops 
and  the  Polish  Ecumenical  Council. 

Major  source  of  aid 

Voluntary  agencies  expect  their  relief 
will  continue  and  that  it  may  become  the 
major  source  of  emergency  aid  for  the 
Polish  people.  It  is  already  known  that 
the  Polish  military  has  clamped  down  on 
the  Catholic  church,  but  relief  officials 
refuse  to  speculate  on  how  this  will  affect 
the  bishops’  ability  to  distribute  supplies. 
The  same  problems  affect  donations 
channeled  through  the  Polish  Ecumen¬ 
ical  Council. 

The  eight  denominations  comprising 
the  Polish  Ecumenical  Council  include 
the  Polish  Evangelical  Church  of  the 
Augsburg  Confession,  the  Reformed 
Evangelical  Church,  the  Methodist 
Church,  the  Polish  Baptist  Church,  the 
United  Evangelical  Church,  the  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church,  the  Polish  National  Catholic 
Church  and  Old  Catholic  Church  of  Mar¬ 
ia  vites. 

Church-donated  relief  supplies  sent  to 
Poland  from  the  U.S.  in  late  November 
reached  their  destination,  were  offloaded 
and  distributed  to  the  five  regional 
centers  of  the  Polish  Ecumenical  Council 
before  martial  law  was  declared  Dec.  ll, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary, 
who  heads  Church  World  Service. 

The  shipment,  the  third  to  Poland 
within  the  last  year,  included  blankets, 
clothing,  canned  meats,  soap,  layettes 
and  school  kits.  The  supplies  were 
directed  to  12  church-related  homes  for 
the  elderly  and  to  60,000  children  in 
church-run  programs. 

A  message  from  the  Rev.  Zdislaw 
Pawlik,  executive  for  the  Polish 
Ecumenical  Council,  received  last  week 
in  New  York  included  requests  for  “in¬ 
creased  food  aid”  and  continuation  of  aid 
sent  on  Polish  transport  shipping.  (The 
Polish  government  pays  for  the  shipping 
in  this  arrangement.) 

A  fourth  shipment  is  “planned,  hope¬ 
fully,  for  January,”  Dr.  McCleary  said. 

Joint  shipments  made 

The  joint  shipment  included  supplies 
donated  by  Lutheran  World  Relief  and 
the  Mennonite  Central  Committee,  as 
well  as  Church  World  Service  and  was 
valued  at  $323,446.  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  contributed  $25,000 
toward  Polish  relief  through  CWS  in  1981. 

Messages  of  concern  have  also  been 
sent  by  religious  leaders.  The  Rev.  Philip 
Potter,  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  issued  a  statement 
underlining  “our  conviction  that  the 
crisis  in  Poland  is  and  should  remain  a 
matter  internal  to  Poland,  which  the 
people  and  government  of  Poland  must 
be  allowed  to  solve  without  interference 
from  outside.” 
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Government  reduces  subsidy  for  newspapers 

Reporter  boosts  postage  rates 

Reporter  Staff  Special  nuhliratinns  _ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON  -  The  U.S.  Postal  Ser¬ 
vice  announced  here  Dec.  23  that  it  will 
impose  sharply  higher  postage  rates  for 
seven  classes  of  “preferred”  users  —  in¬ 
cluding  all  Non-Profit  publications  —  ef¬ 
fective  Jan.  10. 

Among  those  seven  classes  most  ad¬ 
versely  affected  are  Second  Class,  Non- 
Profit  publications  such  as  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

Postal  Service  governors  explained 
that  the  rate  increases  are  intended  to 
compensate  for  a  reduction  in  the 
congressionally-approved  postal  subsidy 
for  those  seven  classes  of  mail. 

The  latest  action  is  the  culmination  of  a 
year-long  struggle  involving  the  Reagan 
Administration,  the  Congress,  thousands 
of  Non-Profit  publications,  and  the 
Postal  Service.  The  reduction  in  postal 
subsidies  was  originally  proposed  by  the 
Administration  last  March  as  one  part  of 
the  Administration’s  overall  effort  to 
reduce  non-military  spending  by  the 
federal  government. 

The  Dec.  23  action  amounts  to  a  six- 
year  acceleration  of  a  16-year  plan  ap¬ 
proved  by  Congress  more  than  a  decade 
ago  to  make  Non-Profit  Newspapers  and 
other  "preferred”  mail  users  “pay  their 
own  way.”  The  increases  were  to  have 
been  implemented  by  one  level  or 
"phase”  each  year,  to  a  maximum  and 
final  increase  in  mid-1987.  In  effect,  the 
Postal  Service  action  discontinues  the 
“phase-in”  process  by  placing  the  rates 
intended  to  take  effect  in  July  of  1987  into 
effect  five  and  one-half  years  early. 

‘Phased  rates’  started  in  1970 
Congress  originated  the  “phase-in" 
program  in  1970,  when  the  semi¬ 
independent  U.S.  Postal  Service  was 
created,  to  protect  Second  Class  pub¬ 
lications  from  the  immediate  extinction 
many  would  have  faced  if  forced  im¬ 
mediately  to  pay  the  Postal  Service's  full 
rates.  Until  that  time,  Second  Class 


publications  enjoyed  very  low  rates  on 
the  premise  that  they  provided  a  useful 
service  to  the  public. 

In  Congressional  hearings  last  May, 
Lutheran  editor  Edgar  R.  Trexler,  repre¬ 
senting  750  religious  publications  with 
combined  circulations  of  nearly  70 
million,  called  the  threatened 
elimination  of  the  “phase-in”  process 
“potentially  devastating."  He  represen¬ 
ted  the  Associated  Press  Association  and 
the  American  Jewish  Press  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Post  Office  and 
Civil  Service. 

During  August,  the  Congress  took  ac¬ 
tion  assuring  the  continuation  of  the 
“phase-in"  plan,  despite  the  massive 
cuts  in  domestic  spending  programs 
which  were  approved  during  July. 
However,  additional  budget  cuts 
proposed  by  the  Administration  in  Sep¬ 
tember  reopened  the  issue. 

Efforts  to  reach  a  compromise  postal 
subsidy  appropriation  remained 
unresolved  except  as  a  part  of  the  "con¬ 
tinuing  appropriations  resolution”  adop¬ 
ted  by  Congress  Dec.  15  and  under  which 
the  federal  government  has  continued  to 
function. 

At  the  time  of  the  Postal  Service  ac¬ 
tion,  some  members  of  Congress  were 
still  expressing  confidence  that  the 
remaining  six  years  of  the  "phase-in" 
process  could  be  maintained,  or  at  least 
not  accelerated  by  more  than  three  steps 
during  1982. 

Many  caught  by  surprise 

Consequently,  the  Postal  Service  ac¬ 
tion  on  Dec.  23  caught  many  observers  by 
surprise.  “Even  the  week  before,  none  of 
our  contacts  had  any  idea  of  a  plan  to 
move  Non-Profit  publications  all  the  way 
to  step  16,”  said  the  Reporter’s  Editor 
and  General  Manager,  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III.  "The  worst 
anyone  was  predicting  then  was  an  ad¬ 
vance  to  somewhere  in  the  range  of  step 
12  to  step  14  from  the  step-10  level  at 
which  we  will  function  until  Jan.  10. 


“Our  subsequent  conversations  with 
people  in  Washington  led  us  to  believe 
that  several  key  members  of  Congress 
left  for  the  Christmas  recess  under  the 
impression  that  they  had  taken  action  to 
prevent  such  an  occurrence  (the  jump  to 
step  161,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 

Postage  will  more  than  double 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  imposition  of  the  new 
rates  means  the  Reporter’s  postage  costs 
will  increase  from  an  average  of  2.4  cents 
per  copy  to  about  6.1  cents  -  or  154  per¬ 
cent  —  with  the  issue  dated  Jan.  15. 

“That  figure  may  not  sound  large  on  a 
per-unit  basis,”  he  said.  “But  when  it  is 
multiplied  by  525,000,  it  is  an  increase  of 
approximately  $20,000  per  week  —  or  $1 
million  annually  —  to  be  spread 
primarily  among  local  churches  and  an¬ 
nual  conferences,  all  of  which  are 
working  from  budgets  adopted  to  ac¬ 
commodate  present  rates." 
Emergency  increase  necessary 

While  expressing  concern  regarding 
the  budget-interrupting  effect  an 
emergency  rate  increase  would  have, 
Mr.  Dunnam  said  the  Reporter  has 
always  maintained  rates  fairly  close  to 
actual  costs  and  that  there  would  be  no 
alternative  but  to  pass  on  a  major  part  of 
the  increase  to  subscribers.  “The  size  of 
the  increase  would  wipe  out  our  total 
reserves  in  a  matter  of  weeks  if  we  at¬ 
tempted  to  absorb  it,”  he  noted. 

Mr.  Dunnam  estimated  that  the  rate 
increases  will  actually  require  ap¬ 
proximately  $700,000  in  “unbudgeted  new 
money”  to  cover  the  newspaper’s 
Second-Class  postage  costs  during  1982. 

Mr.  Dunnam  expressed  concern  that 
the  Postal  Service  action  could  have  the 
same  effect  as  if  an  intentional  “assault 
on  large-circulation  weekly  newspapers” 
such  as  the  Reporter  had  been  launched. 

“By  that  I  mean  the  two  factors  which 
will  most  adversely  affect  a  publication’s 
postage  rates  are  quantity  and  frequen¬ 
cy.  The  more  often  you  publish  and  the 


more  copies  you  mail,  the  more  seriou 
the  cost  implications  of  the  new  Posta 
Service  action.”  (The  Reporter  has  th< 
largest  circulation  of  any  religiou: 
weekly  newspaper  in  the  U.S. ) 

Mr.  Dunnam  indicated,  however,  tha 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  o 
the  Reporter’s  Governing  Board,  wh< 
held  an  emergency  meeting  by  con 
ference  call  on  Dec.  30,  unanimously  ex 
pressed  determination  to  weather  th« 
potential  crisis. 

Board  Chairman  Wayne  Sellers,  £ 
retired  daily  newspaper  editor  anc 
publisher  from  Palestine,  Texas,  saic 
that  when  such  an  externally-produced 
crisis  occurs,  a  publication  has  no  choice 
but  to  pass  the  increased  costs  along 
quickly  and  without  apology. 

Increase  not  ‘for  the  Reporter’ 

Dr  Willie  Clay  of  Chicago,  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Reporter’s  board,  said, 
“I  am  confident  that  those  of  us  who  use 
the  Reporter’s  services  will  recognize 
that  these  are  emergency  increases  ‘foi 
postage’  and  not  ‘for  the  Reporter.’  ” 

The  Executive  Committee  voted  to  in¬ 
crease  local  church  edition  subscription 
rates  by  2.4  cents  per  copy  and  con¬ 
ference  edition  rates  by  2.3  cents  per 
copy  with  the  issue  of  Jan.  15.  Even 
though  both  increases  are  well  below  the 
increased  postage  costs  the  Reporter  will 
be  paying,  Mr.  Dunnam  said,  such  an  in¬ 
crease  in  rates  still  is  unprecedented  in 
the  Reporter’s  operations. 

“This  is  the  first  time  we’ve  had  to  ad¬ 
just  rates  on  an  emergency  basis,  and  I 
pray  it  will  be  the  last.  If  there  is 
anything  redemptive  to  be  seen  in  the 
Postal  Service’s  action,  it  is  that  the 
threat  of  such  an  increase  will  no  longer 
be  hanging  over  our  heads,  and  if  we  can 
make  it  through  1982,  future  rate  in¬ 
creases  should  be  consistently  smaller 
than  those  made  necessary  by  the  annual 
‘phased’  increases  during  the  past 
decade,”  he  said. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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Drug ,  alcohol  program  opens  even  before  building 


Congregation  decides  4to  be  a  church  first’  —  outreach  is  priority 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH  —  Genesis  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  does  not  even  have  its  own 
building  yet,  but  its  Drug  and  Alcohol 
outreach  ministry  already  is  being  felt 
in  this  central  Texas  city. 

A  hot-line  provides  information  and 
refers  callers  to  treatment  centers  near 
their  own  homes.  Nurture  and  support 
groups  meet  regularly  to  bolster  families 
and  friends  of  persons  addicted  to  drugs 
and  alcohol.  In  addition,  the  task  force 
sponsors  discussion  groups  on  coping 
with  these  abuses. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Penna  said  of  his 
young  congregation  (less  than  two  years 
old),  “We  decided  to  be  a  church  first, 
and  to  get  the  building  later.” 

Choosing  to  develop  a  drug  and  alcohol 
task  force  as  the  congregation’s  “major 
social  outreach”  was  a  natural  since  four 
of  its  less  than  300  members  have 
professional  expertise  in  drug  and 
alcohol  rehabilitation.  That  they  all 
ended  up  in  the  same  congregation  was 
happenstance. 

As  professionals  in  the  field,  they  were 
well  aware  of  statistics  on  alcoholism: 
Many  experts  rank  alcoholism  as  the 
nation’s  No.  1  disease.  It  is  the  fourth 
leading  cause  of  death  for  Americans 
between  ages  35  and  55. 

They  were  also  keenly  disappointed 
when  the  UMC  marked  its  last 
denomination-wide  Drug  and  Alcohol 


Concerns  Sunday  in  November  a  year 
ago.  It  was  no  coincidence,  Mr.  Penna 
said,  that  that  was  the  day  he  sought 
congregational  support  for  a  Drug  and 
Alcohol  Task  Force  —  an  idea  brought  to 
him  by  two  professionals,  John  Hightower 
and  Cheryl  Vanrite-Hightower. 

Another  chain  of  events,  which  began 
months  before  the  task  force  even  organ¬ 
ized,  led  to  the  task  force’s  first  interven¬ 
tion  into  the  life  of  an  alcoholic  member. 

This  member  at  Genesis  found  Mr. 
Hightower’s  business  card,  identifying 
him  as  a  family  life  education  specialist 
with  the  Tarrant  County  Council  on 
Alcoholism  and  Drug  Abuse,  on  the  floor 
following  worship  services  the  second 
Sunday  after  the  church  was  formed 
back  in  March  of  1980.  Though  she  did  not 
contact  Mr.  Hightower  directly,  she  did 
call  Mr.  Penna  to  ask  who  he  was. 

“Some  people  would  say  this  was  just 
coincidence,”  said  Mr.  Hightower,  “but 
sometimes  it’s  the  Spirit  that  moves  us.” 

It  was  their  training  as  certified 
alcohol  counselors  that  made  the 
Hightowers  and  Linda  Post,  a  registered 
nurse,  begin  to  notice  a  certain  pattern  of 
behavior  in  the  woman  who  found  the 
business  card. 

She  began  to  show  up  at  church-related 
events  with  shaking  hands  and  smelling 
heavily  of  the  mint  breath-freshener  she 


used  to  cover  the  odor  of  alcohol. 

“At  a  Sunday  School  party,  I  noticed 
that  bits  and  pieces  of  her  conversation 
didn’t  fit  together,”  Ms.  Post  said. 

Another  class  member,  however, 
always  covered  the  silences  which 
followed  her  disjointed  sentences,  Mr. 
Hightower  said. 

The  family  and  friends  who  covered  for 
her  drunken  blunders  —  or  denied  her 
condition  altogether  —  are  examples  of 
common  behavior  in  those  close  to  an 
alcoholic,  experts  in  the  field  agree. 

"This  lady  was  dying,”  Ms.  Vanrite- 
Hightower  said,  referring  to  the  signs  of 
the  woman’s  rapidly  deteriorating 
physical  condition  —  an  out-of-season 
“suntan”  that  really  was  the  yellowing  of 
skin  found  in  liver  disease  and  a 
puffiness  around  her  waistline  which  did 
not  seem  to  be  fatty  weight  gain. 

Task  force  members  talked  with  Mr. 
Penna,  who  joined  them  in  the  interven¬ 
tion  which  included  the  Hightowers,  Ms. 
Post  and  the  alcoholic’s  family. 

“You  get  as  many  people  who  are  close 
to  the  alcoholic  as  possible  in  an  interven¬ 
tion,”  Ms.  Vanrite-Hightower  said. 

The  alcoholic  woman  reacted  to  the 
intervention  by  going  at  once  to  the 
hospital  bed  already  reserved  for  her. 
Today,  she  and  her  family  are  benefiting 
from  her  sobriety. 


Intervenors  must  push  an  addict  into 
acknowledging  that  the  only  outcomes  to 
the  disease  are  treatment  or  death,  Mr. 
Hightower  said. 

This  woman’s  history  of  alcoholism 
matches  many  of  the  dynamics  of  the 
disease  as  described  by  Dr.  Joseph  A. 
Pursch  during  a  two-day  seminar  on  the 
subject  of  addiction  sponsored  here 
recently  by  Trinity  Oaks  Hospital.  It  is 
one  of  the  treatment  centers  to  which  the 
Genesis  task  force  refers  drug  addicts 
and  alcoholics. 

“A  person  needs  help  with  his  or  her 
drinking  problem  when  alcohol  has 
begun  to  destroy  one  or  more  areas  of  life 
—  and  yet  he  or  she  continues  to  drink 
anyway,”  said  Dr.  Pursch,  a  psychiatrist 
who  gained  national  prominence  when 
former  First  Lady  Betty  Ford  came  to 
him  for  treatment  of  her  alcohol  and 
drug  addiction. 

The  areas  he  referred  to  include  an 
alcoholic's  disruption  of  family 
activities,  an  end  to  his  or  her  social  life 
because  of  drunken  antics  and  getting 
into  trouble  with  the  law.  An  alcoholic’s 
financial  status  can  be  wrecked  when 
buying  booze  becomes  more  important 
than  groceries. 

Dr.  Pursch  and  other  experts  generally 
agree  that  physical  and  mental 
problems  include  heart  and  liver  disease 


and  stomach  ulcers.  Alcoholics  may  be 
paranoid,  exhibit  obsessive  behavior  and 
have  an  abnormally  low  opinion  of 
themselves. 

Alcoholics  generally  can  outdrink  every¬ 
body  in  a  crowd,  Dr.  Pursch  said,  but 
rarely  have  hangovers.  They  may  be  un¬ 
able  however,  to  remember  anything  that 
happened  for  hours  or  even  days  due  to  the 
“blackouts”  characteristic  of  the  disease. 

While  many  have  an  image  of  the 
alcoholic  as  the  unemployed  “skid  row 
bum,”  Dr.  Pursch  said,  sufferers  from 
the  disease  often  have  jobs.  They  begin  to 
have  trouble,  however,  when,  for 
example,  they  too  often  call  in  sick  “with 
the  flu”  on  Monday  mornings  after 
weekend  binges. 

Mr.  Penna,  whose  task  force  is  doing 
many  of  the  things  Dr.  Pursch 
recommended  local  churches  should  do, 
said  he’s  seen  evidence  that  addicts  and 
their  families  may  even  find  it  a  little 
easier  to  seek  help  from  a  church  group. 

“We  have  to  learn  to  condemn  the  be¬ 
havior,  but  to  continue  to  love  the  alco¬ 
holic  or  drug  addict  as  a  child  of  God,” 
Mr.  Hightower  said  of  the  church’s  role. 

Another  role  the  church  must  play  is 
convincing  its  members  that  the 
addiction  is  not  a  “sin  or  moral 
weakness,”  Mr.  Penna  said. 

In  addition  to  educating  its  own 


members  and  the  public  Genesis  has 
more  than  doubled  financial  support  of 
its  task  force,  upping  the  $800  spent  in 
1981  to  $2,000  in  1982,  Mr.  Hightower  said. 

Mr.  Penna,  who  backed  the  idea  from 
the  time  the  Hightowers  brought  it  to 
him,  said  a  pastor’s  support  for  such  a 
drug  and  alcohol  task  force  is  crucial  to 
its  success  —  and  the  continuing 
congregational  support  found  at  Genesis. 


Genesis  UMC’s  secretary,  Dorothy 
Hubbard,  hands  the  phone  to  Linda  Post, 
RN,  one  of  the  co-chairpersons  of  the 
small  congregation’s  Drug  and  Alcohol 
Task  Force.  The  record  number  of  calls 
to  the  hotline  was  75  in  one  day  following 
a  local  newspaper's  story. 

GENESIS  PHOTO 


Pastor  cleared  after  Cuba  trip 

MARCHA  to  aid  defense  fund 


NASHVILLE,  (UMNS)  -  MARCHA,  a 
caucus  of  Hispanic  United  Methodists, 
voted  to  promote  a  defense  fund  to  help 
pay  the  $30,000  legal  fees  of  a  pastor  who 
was  recently  cleared  of  government 
charges  that  he  “traded  with  the 
enemy.”  * 

The  Rev.  Roberto  Perez,  pastor  of  the 
Allapattah  and  Christ  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  Miami,  told  of  his 
experiences  during  a  three-day  meeting 
of  the  caucus  here  Dec.  2-5.  Later,  the 
directors  of  the  caucus  voted  to 
encourage  United  Methodists  to 
contribute  to  the  fund  already 
established  in  the  office  of  the  Miami 
District  Superintendent  J.  Lloyd  Knox. 
(P.O.  Box  402097,  Miami  Beach,  FL 
33140.) 

Mr.  Perez  helped  ferry  444  Cubans  to 
Florida  in  May  1980  aboard  a  converted 
minesweeper  vessel  renamed  “God’s 
Mercy.”  Upon  return  of  the  boat  to 
Florida,  it  was  confiscated  and  four 
persons  were  charged  under  a  1917  act 
which  prohibits  trade  with  the  enemy. 
The  charge  was  based  on  the  fact  that 
while  in  Cuba  for  two  weeks  securing  the 
release  of  the  Cubans,  Mr.  Perez  and 
other  members  of  a  15-member  crew 
spent  money  on  hotels,  fuel  and  food. 

Only  four  of  the  crew  were  indicted, 
three  of  whom  were  Cuban  Americans. 
Charges  were  later  dropped  against  one. 
Indicted  and  convicted  during  a  two- 
week  trial  in  November  were  two 
Episcopal  priests  from  New  Orleans :  the 
Revs.  Leopold  Frade  and  Joe  Morris 
Doss.  Both  are  awaiting  sentencing 
which  could  mean  $50,000  fines  and  up  to 
10  years  in  prison. 

The  mercy  mission  of  Mr.  Perez  in 
May  1980  ran  into  trouble  as  President 
Carter  suddenly  changed  his  “open 
arms”  policy  toward  Cuban  refugees  as 
the  presidential  election  drew  near.  Mr. 
Perez  had  helped  with  17  mercy  flights 
which  brought  thousands  of  political 
refugees  out  of  Cuba,  some  of  whom  had 
been  in  prison  15  to  20  years.  The  airlifts 
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EMLC  priority  helps  maintain 
ethnic  cultural,  language  identity 


This  ship  was  the  means  to  a 
were  sponsored  by  church  groups  with 
the  full  knowledge  of  the  Carter 
Administration,  according  to  Mr.  Perez. 

Aware  of  strong  American  sentiment 
against  Castro  for  releasing  common 
criminals  and  other  “undesirables” 
during  the  “Freedom  Flotilla,”  Mr. 
Perez  stressed  that  the  “God’s  Mercy” 
boat  contained  only  political  prisoners 
and  their  families  who  wanted  to  be 
reunited  with  their  families  in  Florida 
and  Louisiana,  a  fact  which  he  said  the 
U.S.  government  acknowledged.  Forty 
percent  of  the  passengers  were  children. 

After  the  1980  presidential  election, 
Mr.  Perez  said  it  quickly  became  evident 
that  the  “get  tough  with  Castro”  policy  of 
the  new  administration  would  make  it 
even  more  difficult  for  persons  to  leave 
Cuba  for  the  U.S.  While  critical  of  the 
sudden  shift  in  the  Carter  policy  and  the 
“get  tough”  policy  of  President  Reagan, 
he  is  equally  critical  of  Fidel  Castro  for 
the  “inhuman  way  he  sent  our  people  to 


new  life  for  Cuban  refugees. 

the  shores  of  America  and  the  way  he  has 
divided  families.” 

Mr.  Perez,  who  left  Cuba  in  1961,  is 
himself  a  victim  of  that  family 
separation.  Having  some  assurance  that 
he  could  take  his  mother  and  other 
family  members  out  of  Cuba,  he  flew  to 
Havana  May  5,  1980.  However,  when  he 
arrived  at  the  airport  Cuban  authorities 
would  not  release  them. 

When  asked  how  he  managed  to  be 
acquitted,  Mr.  Perez  called  it  a 
“miracle”  and  gave  God  credit.  He  also 
praised  his  attorney,  former  Florida 
Conference  Lay  Leader  William 
Meadows,  a  criminal  lawyer. 

He  said  his  defense  was  argued 
effectively  at  two  points:  “entrapment,” 
the  sudden  change  in  Carter’s  open-arms 
policy;  and  “compulsion,”  the  desire  to 
save  human  life.  He  pointed  to  the 
Scripture,  “I  was  in  prison  and  you  came 
tome.” 


the  church  today 


Conference  celebrates  going 
over  top  for  Pacific  Homes 

LOS  ANGELES  (UMR)  -  On  Dec.  31, 
officials  of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  reported  “going  over 
the  top”  with  more  than  their  $10  million 
goal  already  in  hand  to  complete  the 
conference’s  commitment  to  the 
reorganization  of  the  bankrupt  Pacific 
Homes  retirement  chain. 

Peg  Parker,  conference  information 
officer,  reported  $10,021,816  had  been 
sent  in  by  the  496  local  churches  of  the 
conference  as  of  Dec.  31  with  thousands 
more  expected  to  come  in  before  the 
books  on  the  fund-raising  campaign  were 
formally  closed. 

She  said  the  “overage”  would  be  used 
first  to  pay  campaign  expenses  and  then 
go  to  the  Resident  Emergency  Fund 
which  is  part  of  the  negotiated 
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settlement.  The  conference  has  agreed  to 
provide  up  to  $150,000  per  year  for  needy 
residents. 

With  the  $10  million  raised,  all  the 
necessary  funds  to  complete  the  $21 
million  settlement  have  been  secured  — 
Two  United  Methodist  general  church 
agencies  made  loans  totaling  $7  million 
to  the  conference;  other  annual 
conferences  loaned  another  $2  million. 
Interest  earned  on  funds  raised  by  the 
conference  between  now  and  1985  is 
expected  to  provide  the  remaining  $2 
million  necessary  to  complete  the 
conference’s  settlement  commitment. 

Regional  celebrations  are  scheduled  in 
January  as  the  conference  plans  to  take 
on  new  challenges  in  congregational 
development  and  pension  funding,  Ms. 
Parker  said. 

ORU  professor  calls 
for  revolution  of  love 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
Prayer  is  the  answer  for  a  troubled  world 
on  the  brink  of  another  Pentecost  or 
another  Holocaust,  Oral  Roberts 
University  professor  Robert  Tuttle  told 
participants  attending  the  annual 
meeting  of  conference  “prayer 
advocates"  here  last  month. 

The  advocates,  appointed  bjl  their 
respective  United  Methodist  Men 
( UMM)  organizations,  heard  Dr.  Tuttle 
call  for  the  church  to  lead  a  revolution  of 
love  and  prayer,  a  revolution  that  will  be 
bloodless. 

Billy  Graham  says  God 
won’t  allow  nuclear  war 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Evangelist 
Billy  Graham  said  here  he’s  not  worried 
about  the  possibility  of  a  nuclear 
holocaust  because  he  doesn’t  believe  God 
will  allow  it  to  happen. 

Preaching  at  the  Episcopal 
Washington  Cathedral,  the  famed 
evangelist  declared  that  “God  is  not 
going  to  allow  the  human  race  to  destroy 
itself  ” 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

Across  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
language  projects  are  providing 
“pehomtetv”  (Seminole  for  “food”)  for 
thought  in  helping  all  kinds  of  ethnic 
minority  congregations  maintain  their 
cultural  and  language  identity. 

For  instance,  among  Native  American 
youth,  the  language  of  their  forebears 
has  been  lost  behind  the  walls  of  English- 
speaking  public  schools  and  through 
television  and  other  media.  Children 
exposed  primarily  to  English  have 
nearly  lost  the  ability  to  converse  in  their 
native  languages,  said  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Seminole  Mission  in 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference. 

To  help  regain  the  “lost”  language,  the 
mission  at  the  Brighton  Reservation  has 
pledged  the  $15,000  it  received  from  UM 
self  determination  funds  to  support 
programs  and  curriculum  resources  for 
^  teaching  local  Native  American  children 
Creek,  the  language  spoken  on  the 
reservation. 

Jenny  Shore,  a  lay  member  of  the 
mission’s  board,  was  hired  full  time  to 
develop  flash  cards,  games  and 
children’s  books  for  the  children’s 
instruction.  She  said  she  hopes  Creek  can 
become  the  common  language  at  home 
as  well  as  in  the  reservation’s  day  care 
center  and  Head  Start  classes. 

First,  the  children  learned  a  list  of 
everyday  commands  which  parents 
commonly  give  their  children,  such  as 
“close  the  door”  and  “drink  your  milk.” 
Later,  the  children  were  taught  the 
Creek  words  for  familiar  household 
objects.  The  committee  has  borrowed  a 
Creek  dictionary  from  an  Oklahoma 
tribe  to  help  them  in  writing  the  language 
correctly.  The  project  also  includes 
classes  for  parents  and  other  adults 
interested  in  instructing  children. 

The  Rev.  W.  H.  Startup,  pastor  and 
director  of  the  mission,  said  the 
enthusiasm  for  the  project  among  adults 
and  children  is  strong  because  residents 
realize  how  valuable  their  language  and 
heritage  is  to  their  people. 

“I  lost  my  own  culture  heritage,”  Mr. 
Startup  said.  “My  mother’s  family  spoke 
Croation  when  they  came  to  America, 
but  the  children  were  so  eager  to  be  like 
other  Americans  that  we  didn’t  learn  our 
native  language.  Today,  I  feel  this  loss 
and  I  am  thrilled  to  play  a  small  part  in 
helping  the  Seminoles  recapture  their 
culture.” 

He  said  the  series  of  programs  may 
lead  to  a  new  United  Methodist 
congregation  being  started  in  January. 
“There  is  no  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lakeport,  Fla.,  and  hopefully  this  (new) 
church  will  be  all  inclusive  of  races.” 

Other  areas  across  the  UMC  report 
growing  interest  in  periodicals  and 
resources  to  serve  non-English  speaking 
members.  Peg  Parker  of  the  Long  Beach 
(Calif.)  District  said  local  churches 
there  are  investigating  the  use  of 
translators  and  headphones  al  their 
District  Day  Jan.  30  to  interpret  the 
worship  services,  workshops  and  business 
meetings  for  ethnic  minority  United 
Methodists. 

Ms.  Parker  said  at  least  13  written 
languages  are  used  by  UMs  within  her 
district.  “We’ve  realized  for  some  time 
how  diverse  this  district  is,  but  the 
problem  was  really  evident  when  we  had 
meetings  and  many  people  didn’t  show 
up  because  they  couldn’t  understand 
what  was  going  on.  We  realized  we 
weren’t  serving  our  district  as  a  whole.” 

In  the  district  edition  of  the  Reporter,  a 
guest  editorial  by  the  Rev.  Seog  Whan 
Cho  was  published  in  Korean.  An  English 
translation  was  published  the  following 
week.  Ms.  Parker  said  the  editorial 
received  kudos  from  ethnic  minority  and 
Anglo  readers. 

“We  will  be  doing  more  of  this,”  she 
said.  “Not  only  are  we  making  it  easy  for 
non-English  speaking  United  Methodists 
to  feel  more  a  part  of  the  church  as  a 
whole,  but  we  are  also  exposing 
members  to  each  other’s  cultures.  It's  a 
real  step  forward  for  us.” 


Editor’s  Note:  The  United  Methodist  Church’s  sole  missional 
priority  1980-84  is  to  strengthen  its  ethnic  and  racial  minority 
churches.  The  goal  is  to  raise  $5  million  annually  through  appor¬ 
tionments  to  repair  buildings,  supplement  pastors'  salaries, 
help  establish  outreach  ministries,  recruit  and  educate  new 
ministers  and  nurture  congregations  and  their  leaders  in  a 
number  of  ways.  This  story  is  part  of  the  Reporter’s  continuing 
coverage  of  the  successes  and  shortcomings  of  the  effort. 


While  the  issue  of  ethnic  minority 
church  school  curriculum  has  been  on 
the  agenda  of  the  church  for  many  years, 
it  has  come  to  the  front  in  recent  months. 
Delegates  to  the  1980  General  Conference 
approved  $100,000  for  use  in  producing 
ethnic  minority  curriculum. 
Subsequently  there  has  been  debate 
about  the  source  and  allocation  of  the 
funds. 

The  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee,  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
Publishing  House  officials,  including 
President  and  Publisher  John  E. 
Procter,  argue  that  it  was  the  mind  of  the 
General  Conference  that  the  entire 
church  help  fund  minority  resources 
through  missional  priority  funds  beyond 
what  is  already  being  done. 

However,  Mr.  Procter  told  the 
committee:  “My  major  problem  is  not 
money.”  He  said  he  is  unclear  about 
exactly  what  is  needed,  and  asked  for 
concrete  proposals.  Mr.  Procter  said  the 
Publishing  House  has  a  “warehouse  full 
of  materials  produced  for  ethnic 
minorities  that  have  not  been  used,”  and 
that  it  would  be  “administratively 
irresponsible  for  me  to  continue  this 
without  knowing  more  of  what  we  are 
talking  about.”  He  said  he  has  already 
notified  Publishing  House  staff  to 
aggressively  promote  the  resources 
already  in  stock  and  to  sell  all  undated 
materials  at  a  50  percent  discount. 

The  Publishing  House  recently 
completed  a  major  research  project  on 


the  use  of  United  Methodist  curriculum 
in  ethnic  minority  congregations.  A  total 
of  2,845  churches  were  in  the  sample, 
including  2,379  black,  209  Hispanic,  160 
Native  American  and  97  Asian-American 
churches. 

While  the  research  did  not  turn  up  any 
startling  information,  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Curriculum  Concerns  of 
Ethnic  Minorities,  chaired  by  Roberto 
Gomez,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  said  it  did 
confirm  suspicions  and  perceptions  of 
the  committee.  “While  there  is  a  high  use 
of  United  Methodist  materials  by  ethnic 
churches,”  the  committee  said  in  its 
report  to  the  total  body,  “there  is  also  an 
expressed  need  for  language  resources 
that  deal  more  specifically  with  ethnic 
concerns.” 

Editor  of  Church  School  Publications 
Ewart  G.  Watts  said  the  research  project 
was  a  “first  step”  which  providecfTielpful 
“clues.”  The  next  steps,  he  added,  will  be 
“face-to-face  consultations”  with 
selected  representatives  from  each  of  the 
ethnic  minority  groups.  After  the 
consultations,  which  will  zero  in  on 
“What  do  you  really  need  and  want?,” 
Dr.  Watts  said  it  is  hoped  that  some  of  the 
expressed  needs  can  be  met  soon, 
possibly  during  1983. 

Several  CRC  leaders  predicted  that  the 
total  $100,000  authorized  by  the  General 
Conference  will  eventually  be  allocated. 

Mr.  Gomez  reminded  the  group  that 
some  ethnic  minority  resources  are 
selling  well. 


FIRST  CHRISTIAN  FAMILY 
MAGAZINE  NOW  PUBLISHED 
BY  THE  UPPER  ROOM! 


PUBLISHED  QUARTERLY  BY 

Ch«  Upper  Room 


For  84  years  The  Christian  Home  (published  as  Home  Quarterly 
from  October,  1897  to  June,  1935)  has  sought  to  enrich  marriage 
and  family  life  by  providing  information,  advice,  moral  support,  study 
materials,  and  devotional  resources. 

The  Upper  Room  is  proud  to  offer  this  quality  quarterly  magazine 
by  subscription  and  bulk  shipment.  Order  today.  We  can  bill  you  later. 


■  Mail  Today  • 


3-YRS.  $15.00  Save  $3 

(12  issues) 


C  1YR.  $6.00 

(4  Issues) 

MY  NAME  _ . _ 

Address _ 

Clty/St/Zip _ 

Bill  me  later  Payment  enclosed 
Charge  to  my  Upper  Room  Acct  # 

I  want  my  church  to  receive _ 

(10  or  more  to  one  address  $1.20  each). 

Bill  me  later— Here  is  the  chjurch  address: 


_  copies  of  The  Christian  Home  each  quarter 


THE  UPPER  ROOM.  1908  Grand  Avenue,  P.O.  Box  189.  Nashville,  TN  37202 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPOK  TER 


PAGE  5 


JANUARY  8, 1982 


Pope’s  shooting  tops  writers’  poll 

‘Most  significant’  developments  in  religion  outlined 


MINNEAPOLIS  -  (RNS)  -  The 
attempted  assassination  of  Pope  John 
Paul  II,  along  with  religious  reactions  to 
the  shooting  of  President  Reagan, 
constituted  the  “most  significant” 
development  in  religion  in  1981, 
according  to  a  poll  of  the  Religion 
Newswriters  Association. 

The  association  has  about  140  active 
members  —  men  and  women  who  report 
the  news  of  religion  for  newspapers, 
news  magazines  and  wire  services. 
Forty-seven  of  them  responded  to  the 
poll  conducted  for  the  association  by 
William  Thorkelson,  Minneapolis  Star 
religion  editor. 

The  poll  listed  50  religious  stories  of  the 
past  year  and  all  but  four  of  them 
received  some  votes. 

The  investigation  into  the  financial  af¬ 
fairs  of  Cardinal  John  Cody,  archbishop 
of  Chicago,  was  picked  as  the  year’s  sec¬ 
ond  most  significant  development. 

Ranking  next  in  the  balloting  were : 

•  Rising  Moslem  fundamentalism 
typified  by  the  shooting  of  President 
Anwar  Sadat  in  Egypt  following 
sectarian  strife  there  and  the  continuing 
executions  of  Baha’is  and  others  in  Iran. 

•  The  growing  religious  opposition  to 
the  nuclear  arms  race,  evidenced  by 
statements  of  many  denominational 
leaders  and  groups  in  this  country  and  by 
huge  peace  rallies  abroad. 

•  Arkansas  requires  teaching  of 
“creation  science”  in  its  public  schools  if 
evolution  is  taught  and  a  court  challenge 
results. 

•  The  continuing  debate  over  the 
impact  of  the  New  Religious  Right  in  this 
country. 

•  Some  religious  leaders  and  groups 
oppose  President  Reagan’s  budget  cuts 
for  social  programs  and  urge  their 
churches  and  synagogues  to  find  ways  to 
fill  the  gap. 

•  Religious  opposition  to  U.S.  military 
involvement  in  Central  America. 

•  The  decision  of  U.S.  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  to  support  the  Hatch  Amendment 
to  regulate  abortion  in  opposition  to 
many  Catholic  and  Protestant  lay 
activists  who  prefer  a  human  life  statute. 
Also,  a  former  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  Adrian  Rogers, 
gives  support  to  the  Catholic  bishops’ 
approach. 

•  The  hard-fought  battle  over  Bible 
interpretation  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  the  nation’s  largest 
Protestant  denomination,  is  stalemated 
and  the  challenge  to  the  re-election  of 
SBC  President  Bailey  Smith. 

•  The  mediating  role  of  Poland’s 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  led  by  a  new 
archbishop,  and  Pope  John  Paul  II  in  the 
Polish  crisis. 

•  Coalition  for  Better  Television 
threatens  boycott  of  corporations  spon¬ 
soring  objectionable  TV  programs.  T 


History  of  Hymns 

Poem  tells 
Jesus’  story 
in  lyrics 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

I  love  to  tell  the  story 
Of  unseen  things  above, 

Of  Jesus  and  His  glory, 

Of  Jesus  and  His  love: 

I  love  to  tell  the  story 
Because  I  know  'tis  true; 

It  satisfies  my  longing 
As  nothing  else  can  do. 

The  author  of  these  lines  was 
christened  Arabella  Catherine  Hankey, 
but  she  was  known  to  her  friends  as  Kate. 
Her  father,  a  prominent  banker  in 
Clapham,  a  suburb  in  the  south  of 
London,  was  one  of  a  group  of 
evangelical  Christians  known  as  the 
Clapham  Sect.  They  worked  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  England  and  were 
very  active  in  promoting  missionary 
endeavors. 

All  of  this  influenced  the  Hankey 
family  life  and  caused  Kate  to  have  great 
interest  in  religious  and  social  activities. 
As  a  teenager  she  began  to  teach  Sunday 
School,  and  when  she  was  18  she 
organized  a  large  Bible  class  for  girls 
who  clerked  in  the  shops  of  London. 
Later  she  began  a  class  for  friends  in  her 
social  circle  and  was  quite  successful 
and  influential  in  these  activities. 

A  trip  to  South  Africa  to  nurse  and 
bring  home  her  invalid  brother  proved  an 
enlightening  experience,  especially  the 
travel  in  the  “up  country”  by  oxcart. 
This  whetted  her  interest  in  foreign 
missions,  and  she  devoted  the  income 
from  her  writing  to  this  cause. 

In  1866,  Kate  Hankey  wrote  the  story  of 
Jesus  in  poetic  verse  entitled  “The  Old, 
Old  Story.”  In  simple  language  she  arti¬ 
culated  the  religious  beliefs  of  the  evan¬ 
gelicals,  to  which  she  belonged.  “I  Love 
to  Tell  the  Story”  is  made  up  of  verses 
from  the  poem. 

The  music  we  associate  with  these 
words  was  composed  by  William  G. 
Fischer  in  1869,  three  years  after  the 
poem  first  appeared.  He  had  taught  for 
10  years  at  Girard  College,  and  resigned 
that  year  to  open  a  retail  piano  store  in 
Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Fischer  composed  more  than  200 
gospel  songs,  but  those  which  survive 
today,  70  years  after  his  death,  are 
“Whiter  Than  Snow,”  “I  Am  Coming  to 
the  Cross,”  “The  Rock  That  Is  Higher 
Than  I,”  and  “I  Love  to  Tell  the  Story." 

NEXT  WEEKS  HYMN: 

"The  Lord's  My  Shepherd, 

I'll  Not  Want" 


•  Growing  interest  in  China  typified  by 
visits  there  by  numerous  religious  dele¬ 
gations,  a  major  conference  on  the 
Chinese  Church  held  in  Montreal  and  a 
reported  attempt  to  smuggle  one  million 
Bibles  into  China. 

•  The  Shroud  of  Turin  investigations 
and  claims  the  cloth  documents  Jesus’ 
resurrection. 

•  Poll  of  delegates  of  three  Lutheran 
denominations  (LCA,  ALC  and  AELC) 
finds  overwhelming  support  for  forming 
a  new  church  body  uniting  the  three. 

•  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance’s 
survey  on  American  values  in  the  1980’s 


Homeless  roam  street 

NEW  YORK  —  A  homeless  man 
walks  aimlessly  along  a  street  here 
recently,  trying  to  make  it  through 
another  cold  day.  He  is  one  of  more 
than  36,000  people  who  roam  the  city 
streets  in  search  of  shelter  —  often 
resorting  to  doorways,  subways  and 
sidewalk  heating  vents  for  a  place  to 
sleep.  The  problem  began  some  years 
ago  when  state  officials  in  an 
economy  move  decided  to  release  to 
their  home  communities  many  of  the 
marginal  mental  patients  who  were 
previously  lodged  in  public  insti¬ 
tutions.  The  avowed  intent  was  that 
the  state  would  provide  funds  for  their 
out-patient  care.  Local  neighborhoods 
complain  that  the  state  has  not  kept 
their  funding  promises  and  have  thus 
consigned  most  of  the  former  patients 
to  the  streets.  Mayor  Edward  Koch 
recently  appealed  to  Protestant, 
Catholic  and  Jewish  churches  to 
provide  overnight  sleeping  space  for 
the  homeless,  but  this  has  run  into 
strong  opposition  from  those  who  fear 
that  the  regular  presence  of  vagrants 
will  destroy  their  neighborhoods. 
RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Poem  of  week 

Angel  wisdom 

By  MONICA  W.  COMSTOCK 
His  love  is  based  on  acceptance, 
Reception  of  you  as  you  are. 

You  need  not  wash  to  approach  Him. 
You  don’t  have  to  wish  from  afar. 

He  masterminded  your  weak  life. 

He  created  you  as  you  are. 

Love  from  the  very  beginning 
Was  not  meant  to  bind  in  a  jar. 

Come  close.  He  will  not  hurt  you  now. 
He’ll  cut  those  tight  cords  of  distrust. 
He'll  crack  your  glass  jar-like  prison. 
He’ll  give  you  gem  joy-life  from  dust. 

Dear  Deborah 


concludes  “that  the  increasing  impact  of 
religion  on  our  social  and  political 
institutions  may  be  only  the  beginning  of 
a  trend  that  could  change  the  face  of 
America.” 

•  Churches  develop  plans  for  greater 
use  of  telecommunications  technologies. 

•  Israel’s  Prime  Minister  Begin 
develops  close  ties  with  Jerry  Fa  1  well, 
Moral  Majority  leader,  and  many  U.S. 
evangelicals  go  to  Israel  to  show  their 
support  during  Feast  of  the  Tabernacles 
observance. 

•  The  struggle  of  churches  and  other 


religious  institutions  to  keep  up  with 
inflation. 

•  Broadly  representative  conference  of 
religious  groups  expresses  alarm  over 
government  intrusion  into  religious 
organizations. 

•  Seventh-Day  Adventist  scandals 
involving  investments  of  church  funds 
and  charges  of  plagiarism  involving 
church’s  founder. 

•  Leader  of  Unification  Church,  the 
Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon,  indicted  for 
income  tax  evasion  and  faces  possible 
deportation  if  wife  loses  resident  alien 
status. 


Reader’s  Digest  condensed 
Bible  praised,  knocked 


NEW  YORK  (LP)  -  “The  Bible,”  said 
the  Reader’s  Digest  editor,  “is  not  read 
as  much  as  people  think  it  is,  and  the 
reason  is  simply  that  it  is  too  long  and 
complex.” 

So  it  came  to  pass  that  Reader’s  Digest 
embarked  on  one  of  its  most  ambitious 
book-condensation  projects :  the  Holy 
Scriptures. 

And,  lo,  after  two  years  of  preliminary 
study  and  three  of  actual  editing,  only  the 
proofreading  tasks  are  left  before 
publication  next  September. 

The  condensed  version  of  the  Bible  is 
reduced  in  volume  by  40  percent,  just  as 
initial  studies  predicted. 

The  sensitive  but  not  secret  project 
surprisingly  produced  little  gnashing  of 
teeth  and  rending  of  garments  by 
believers.  To  answer  public  inquiries, 
Reader’s  Digest  issued  a  general 
statement  to  assure  people  that  all  66 
books  used  by  Christians  and  all  the 
biblical  incidents,  teachings  and 
personalities  have  been  retained. 

Influential  clergymen  Norman  Vincent 
Peale  and  Oral  Roberts,  among  others, 
have  praised  the  few  samples  sent  out  for 


previewing,  according  to  Jack  Walsh,  the 
editor  who  headed  the  Bible  project  at 
the  company’s  plant  in  Pleasantville, 
N.Y. 

The  Reader’s  Digest  condensed  Bible 
has  been  assailed  as  “a  damnable 
heresy”  and  an  attempt  to  “censor  the 
Bible”  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  Fore,  the 
recently  resigned  director  of  Moral 
Majority’s  New  York  state  chapter.  Mr. 
Fore  said  he  would  launch  a  nationwide 
boycott  against  the  publishing  company. 

Mr.  Fore  said  his  resignation  last 
month  from  Moral  Majority  was  forced 
because  of  adverse  reactions  to  remarks 
he  made  that  Jews  have  “an  almost 
supernatural  ability  to  make  money” 
and  that  Catholics  were  not  Christians. 

But  he  indicated  his  differences  with 
the  political  organization  founded  by  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  extended  to  the 
Reader’s  Digest  project  as  well.  The 
condensed  Bible  issue,  Mr.  Fore  said,  is 
“more  important  than  abortion, 
homosexuality  or  the  arms  race.”  But  he 
also  said  a  leader  in  the  national  Moral 
Majority  told  him  “it  was  a  silly  issue 
and  I  shouldn’t  have  brought  it  up.” 


New  priest  left  England  to  seek  ordination 

NEWARK,  N.J.  —  After  her  ordination  as  a  priest  last  month,  the  Rev.  Elizabeth 
J.  Canham  is  applauded  by  fellow  clergy  at  Trinity  Episcopal  Cathedral  here. 
Miss  Canham,  who  is  British,  sought  ordination  in  the  United  States  because  the 
Church  of  England  does  not  accept  women  as  priests. 

However,  an  opinion  poll  indicates  that  75  percent  of  Britain’s  population  favor 
ordination  of  women  priests  by  the  Church  of  England. 

The  survey,  conducted  by  the  National  Opinion  Poll,  also  reported  that  81 
percent  of  the  respondents  who  were  Anglicans  supported  the  concept  of  women 
priests. 

Greatest  reluctance  in  the  Church  of  England  was  found  among  weekly  church¬ 
goers,  but  even  among  them,  69  percent  were  in  favor.  But  those  described  as 
fortnightly  churchgoers  were  found  to  be  85  percent  in  favor,  and  four  out  of  five 
non-practicing  Anglicans  supported  the  ordination  of  women. 

Responses  from  other  Christian  groupings  indicated  that  a  majority  was  in 
favor  of  women  priests  in  every  case  except  for  Roman  Catholics,  who  registered 
only  47  percent  support.  religious  news  service  photo 


Moral  Majority,  ACLU  oppose  bill 


By  MELINDA  GIPSON 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  -  The  Moral  Majority 
finds  itself  a  strange  bedfellow  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  in  an 
attack  on  a  proposed  revision  of  U.  S. 
criminal  law. 

Moral  Majority’s  position  has  split 
conservatives  and  alienated  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals,  on  whose 
members  the  organization  of  the  Rev. 
Jerry  Falwell  usually  counts  for  support. 

The  controversy  is  the  latest  in  the 
stormy  15-year  history  of  a  congressional 
attempt  to  revamp  the  existing 
compendium  of  federal  criminal  law, 
considered  by  many  legal  experts  to  be  in 
need  of  major  overhaul. 

Moral  Majority  first  indicated  an 
interest  in  proposed  revisions  of  the 
criminal  code  in  August  of  1980.  An 
article  in  that  month’s  Moral  Majority 
Report,  the  group’s  newsletter, 
categorically  denounced  the  U.  S. 
Senate’s  omnibus  crime  bill,  dubbing  it 
the  “Kennedy  code,”  after  liberal 
Democratic  Sen.  Ted  Kennedy  from 
Massachusetts,  who  has  few  friends 
among  Moral  Majority  supporters. 

Every  year  for  the  last  decade,  the 
criminal  code  revisions  have  been 
introduced  on  Capitol  Hill  by  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee  chairman,  a  post 
Kennedy  held  in  the  96th  Congress.  A 
committee  aide  complained  that  Moral 
Majority  purposely  linked  the 
Massachusetts  senator  to  the  Senate’s 
version  of  new  criminal  law  to  send  up  a 
red  flag  to  the  organization’s 
constituents,  who  have  no  liking  for  the 
liberal  lawmaker. 

In  recent  congressional  testimony, 
Ronald  Godwin,  Moral  Majority  second- 
in-command  after  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Falwell,  called  the  proposed  code 
revisions  “soft  on  crime”  and  “morally 
bankrupt.” 

Critic  ‘hits  below  belt’ 

“That’s  hitting  below  the  belt,”  the 
Senate  committee  aide  commented.  “I 
mean,  who  in  the  world  is  ’soft  on 
crime’?” 

A  Moral  Majority  critique  says  that  the 
code  revision  would  reduce  more  than 


Liberals ,  conservatives  oppose 
proposed  criminal  law  changes 


100  federal  penalties  for  serious  crime 
and  raise  them  for  only  a  dozen. 

Other  church  groups  have  objected  to 
both  the  manner  and  content  of  Moral 
Majority’s  attacks  on  the  bill.  Richard 
Cizik,  a  spokesman  for  the  National 
Association  of  Evangelicals,  quoting 
from  Moral  Majority  releases  on  the 
code,  said,  “Terms  like  ‘morally 
bankrupt’  and  ‘legislative  wolf  in  sheep’s 
clothing’  were  obviously  written  for  their 
fund-raising  effect.” 

Mr.  Cizik  added,  "I’m  not  sure  they’re 
being  fair  with  the  legislation,”  citing  the 
Senate  Judiciary  study  that  showed  that 
many  of  the  Moral  Majority’s  critiques  of 
the  legislation  were  flawed  in  their 
interpretations  of  current  federal  law. 

The  national  association’s  position 
allows  that  reduced  penalties  in  some 
areas,  such  as  the  prosecution  of  rape, 
might  have  the  effect  of  stricter 
enforcement  of  the  law  because  judges 
and  juries  would  be  more  inclined  to 
hand  down  convictions  —  a  position 
shared  by  the  Prison  Fellowship,  a 
reform  group  headed  by  the  repentant 
Chuck  Colson  of  Watergate  notoriety. 

Federal  law  used  as  symbol 

Actually,  most  crimes  of  violence,  such 
as  rape,  are  prosecuted  under  state  law. 
Federal  laws  are  involved  only  when 
an  offense  occurs  on  federal  property,  or 
is  related  to  interstate  commerce  or  the 
violation  of  constitutional  rights.  But  the 
symbolism  and  educative  value  of  federal 
law,  often  looked  to  by  state  legislators, 
heightens  the  stakes  in  the  debate. 

Those  opposing  code  revisions  make 
up  a  Who’s  Who  of  the  right,  including  the 
Eagle  Forum,  headed  by  Phyllis 
Schlafly;  Coalitions  for  America,  the 
lobbying  arm  of  Committee  for  the 
Survival  of  a  Free  Congress  headed  by 
Paul  Weyrich ;  American  Life  Lobby ;  the 
Christian  Voice;  the  Conservative 
Caucus,  and  the  American  Life  Lobby. 
But  the  liberal  wing,  led  by  the  American 


Civil  Liberties  Union,  is  also  against  the 
revision,  alleging  that  it  whittles  away  at 
constitutional  rights. 

The  thought  of  the  ACLU  and  the  Moral 
Majority  on  the  same  side  for  different 
reasons  led  Mr.  Cizik  to  remark  that 
“anything  the  both  of  them  oppose  must 
be  good  law.” 

Proponents  point  to  broad  bipartisan 
support  for  the  bills,  which  in  the  Senate, 
includes  the  Republican  head  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  Sen.  Strom 
Thurmond  of  South  Carolina,  as  well  as 
Sen.  Kennedy.  But  other  conservatives, 
notably  Republican  Sens.  Jeremiah 
Denton  of  Alabama  and  John  P.  East  of 
North  Carolina,  withdrew  as  sponsors  of 
the  Senate  measure  when  the  committee 
would  not  accept  some  of  the  changes 
proposed  by  the  Moral  Majority.  The  two 
then  voted  against  the  bill  in  committee, 
which  passed  11  to  5. 

Moral  Majority’s  reasons  for  the 
“morally  bankrupt”  judgment  are 
explained  in  a  47-page  brief  detailing  25 
objections  the  group  offered  to  the  Senate 
and  House  bills. 

Principle  author  of  the  Moral  Majority 
critique  is  Mike  Hammond,  an  aide  to 
Sen.  James  McClure,  R-Idaho,  who  has 
been  a  chief  Senate  opponent  to  the  code 
for  several  years.  Mr.  Hammond  has 


been  described  by  others  on  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Clure’s  staff  as  the  “coordinator  of  Sen¬ 
ate  opposition”  to  the  bill.  He  now  serves 
as  counsel  to  the  Senate  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Among  the  criticisms  the  document 
lists  are  that  proposed  laws  for  rape  and 
other  sexual  offenses  are  too  lenient,  that 
fines  for  white-collar  crimes  are 
disproportionately  steep,  and  that  the 
code  contains  no  provision  for  capital 
punishment  and,  in  fact,  would  “strip  the 
criminal  code  itself  of  all  death  penalty 
provisions  which  currently  exist.  ” 

The  group  also  objects  to  a  provision 
that  would  end  immunity  for  spouses  in 
rape  cases. 

Suggestions  adopted 

Nine  suggestions  the  group  made  for 
changes  in  the  code  were  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  mostly  dealing  with  obscenity 
laws,  broader  definitions  for  rape  and 
longer  prison  terms  for  rape.  But,  Mr. 
Godwin  says,  the  group  still  cannot 
support  the  bill  and  finds  the  House 
versions  of  the  same  “virtually 
unamendable.” 

The  most  serious  flaw  in  the  House 
versions,  according  to  Mr.  Godwin,  is 
the  retention  of  parole  provisions.  That, 
coupled  with  what  he  termed  “massive 
reductions”  in  criminal  penalties,  make 
the  House  bills  "political  time  bombs 
designed  to  be  activated  during  this  ses¬ 
sion  of  Congress  and  set  to  go  off  when 
you  run  for  re-election,”  Mr.  Godwin 
warned  House  subcommittee  members. 


Deceased  friend  bequeaths  party 


Dear  Deborah: 

May  I  share  with  you  a  rather  amazing 
experience  I  had  recently ?  A  dear  friend 
passed  away  after  a  long  illness  and 
when  he  died  his  lawyer  told  me  his 
request  was  that  I  plan  a  big  party  for  all 
his  friends!  This  instead  of  any  funeral! 
At  first  the  idea  seemed  sacrilegious  and 
seemed  to  go  against  everything  I  felt  as 
a  Christian.  When  I  began  to  call  his 
friends  to  invite  them,  they,  too, 
expressed  shock  and  surprise. 

We  gathered  for  the  party  in  something 
of  an  embarrassed  silence  (most  of  us 
had  never  met  before)  but  soon  began  to 
introduce  ourselves  to  one  another  and 
talk  together  about  how  we  knew  our 
mutual  friend.  During  the  dinner  I  asked 
each  person  who  wanted  to  do  so  to  share 
some  thought  about  the  friend  we 
gathered  to  honor  and  it  became  a  very 


moving  and  wonderful  experience  —  and 
full  of  JOY. 

To  me  this  experience,  although  its 
lack  of  Christian  celebration  except  for 
those  who  mentioned  Bible  passages  in 
their  remembrances,  mode  evident  how 
solemn  our  usual  funerals  are,  and  how 
sometimes  we  forget  to  celebrate  the  joy 
that  person  gave  to  us.  God  gives.  God 
takes  away,  Blessed  be  His  Name!  I  have 
decided  that  when  I  die  I  would  like  my 
family  and  friends  to  gather  for  a 
Christian  service  at  the  church  I  love,  but 
I  also  want  my  friends  to  be  my  guests  at 
a  terrific  party  and  to  be  joyful.  What  do 
you  think  of  that? 

George 

Dear  George: 

Over  most  of  the  world  there  is  the 
equivalent  of  a  party  (or  wake)  held  in 
memory  of  a  departed  friend  or  member 


oi  a  family.  Sumewhere  the  Puntan 
influence  infiltrated  into  our  patterns 
and  expectations  of  what  we  do  when 
someone  dies.  And,  therefore,  the 
element  of  celebration  and  joy  and 
thankfulness  has  largely  disappeared.  As 
C.  S.  Lewis  expressed  it,  “We  are 
surprised  by  joy”  in  the  midst  of  our 
grief  over  and  over  again  —  we  need  to 
express  it  even  through  our  tears. 

I  believe  it  is  fine  to  tell  your  family 
and  friends  your  personal  desires  about 
your  funeral,  yet  the  funeral  is  for  the 
living  mourners  and  should  meet  their 
needs  so  do  not  bind  them  to  your  post 
mortem  wishes.  That’s  what  I  think! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Write:  "Dear  Deborah"  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


Food  for  Africa  gets  prayer  send-off 

TOLEDO,  Ohio  —  In  a  moving  dockside  prayer  service  here,  more  than  250 
people  gathered  on  a  recent  chilly  day  to  dedicate  12,000  metric  tons  of  com  bound 
for  the  starving  people  of  Somalia  and  Ethiopia.  The  corn  is  part  of  a  $1.4  million 
shipment  of  10.350  metric  tons  of  various  foods  being  provided  by  the  Mennonite 
Central  Committee  (MCC).  Elmer  Neufeld.  MCC  chairman  of  Bluffton.  led  the 
prayer:  “Oh  Lord,  we  dedicate  this  shipment  of  corn  as  an  expression  of  our  love 
and  concern  for  hungry  people  in  Ethiopia  and  Somalia.  We  ask  that  this 
shipment  be  a  blessing  to  those  in  need,  in  the  name  of  Christ.” 

RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 
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The  Louisiana  Conference 

looks  ahead 


Human  Relations  Day 


Caring  come  alive 


February  21,  1982  is  Human  Relations 
Day  (HRD).  In  all  probability  it  will  be  a 
dreary,  cold,  wintry  day.  Feb.  21  is  also  a 
Sunday,  but  the  vast  majority  of  our 
nation’s  population  will  not  be  in  church  ; 
many  would  not  have  been  in  a  month  of 
Sundays,  and  have  no  intention  of  going 
anytime  soon.  Feb.  21  will  be  no  different 
in  the  minds  of  unchurched  Americans 
than  any  of  the  other  364  days  of  the  year. 
Too  many  Americans,  doubtful  and 
despairing,  believe  that  no  one  really 
cares  about  them  and  certainly  no  one 
cares  for  them.  HRD  is  a  challenge  for 
persons  in  urban,  rural  and  suburban 
communities  throughout  our  nation. 
HRD  is  our  church  alive  in  the  witness 
and  ministry  of  three  programs;  Police- 
Community  Relations,  Community 
Developers  and  United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Services. 

Through  the  ongoing  work  of  these 
three  ministries,  we  allow  ourselves  to  be 
vehicles  for  the  Word  becoming  flesh  in 
the  lives  of  persons  who  need  to 


experience  God’s  grace  through  the 
genuine  love  and  concern  of  a  segment  of 
the  church’s  ministry.  HRD  is  an 
opportunity  and  a  challenge  for  our 
church  to  move  out  of  the  sanctuary  into 
the  community  so  that  the  Word  indeed 
becomes  flesh  and  visible  where  tension, 
injustice,  despair,  and  hopelessness 
seem  to  dominate. 

What  we  do  on  HRD  can  make  a 
critical  difference  in  the  days  ahead  for 
persons  who  have  come,  as  it  were,  to 
their  journey’s  end.  God’s  love  breaking 
into  the  lives  of  persons  brings  life  to  a 
beginning,  not  to  an  aid.  Through  our 
HRD  gifts  we  share  in  the  bringing  of  a 
new  hope  to  persons  as  they  experience 
the  Word  becoming  real  in  their  day-to- 
day  situation.  The  word  is  indeed 
becoming  flesh  in  HRD  through  the 
ministry  of  Community  Developers, 
Police-Community  Relations  and  United 
Methodist  Voluntary  Services.  Let  it 
continue  to  be  done. 


Communications  Clinic 
has  computer  course 


DALLAS  (CRS)  —  A  new  computer 
software  system  designed  to  run  on 
personal  compute ra  to  generate  and 
achieve  statistics  for  reporting  to  the 
United  Methodist  Annual  Conference  will 
be  introduced  and  demonstrated  in  a 
leadership  course  at  the  CRS 
Communications  Clinic  scheduled  for 
Dallas,  April  14-15, 1982  at  the  Executive 
Inn,  according  to  Dr.  Richard  Hunt. 

Dr.  Hunt,  chairperson  of  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference  Local  Church 
Computer  Software  System  design  team 
and  an  SMU  professor,  heads  one  of  three 
computer  courses  to  be  conducted  at  the 
Church  Resource  Systems  (CRS) 
sponsored  clinic. 

“Using  a  TRS-80  personal  computer 
and  this  system’s  communication 
capability,  the  statistics  can  be 
transmitted  automatically  to  the 
computer  of  the  annual  conference,” 
said  Dr.  Hunt.  “Thus,  the  format  of  the 
generated  statistics  will  match  standard 
formats  defined  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 


Two  additional  computer  courses  are 
scheduled  for  the  Clinic:  “Introduction  to 
Personal  Computers”  and  “Computer 
Instructions  in  My  Church.” 

A  fourth  course  designed  for  pastors 
and  church  secretaries  is  titled:  “Public 
Relations  —  Developing  the  Complete 
Local  Church  Communications 
Program.” 

The  Dallas  Clinic  is  one  of  four  such 
communication  training  enterprises 
scheduled  across  the  nation  by  CRS  for 
next  spring. 

Other  Clinics  include:  News  Writing, 
University  of  Missouri  School  of 
Journalism,  March  16-18,  Columbia,  MO; 
Television  Production,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  April  20-21, 
Shreveport,  LA;  and  Radio  Production, 
Protestant  Radio  TV  Center,  April  27-28, 
Atlanta. 

All  Clinics  issue  Continuing  Education 
Units  (CEU’s)  to  those  registrants  who 
meet  the  qualifications. 


Diaconal  Studies  at  Perkins 


The  second  series  of  foundational 
studies  for  diaconal  ministers  will  be 
held  in  Dallas  January  4-8,  1982  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU.  Dr. 
Edwin  Sylvest,  Associate  Professor  of 
the  History  of  Christianity,  leads  this 
series  of  studies  on  ‘The  Mission  of  the 
Church  in  a  Contemporary  World.” 

Foundational  studies  in  die  United 
Methodist  Church  are  required  for 
certification  as  a  diaconal  minister. 

Interested  persons  should  register  with 
the  Office  of  Continuing  Education, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas 
75275.  Textbooks  and  assigned  readings 
are  required  as  preparation  for  the 
course.  Classes  meet  beginning  at  9:00 
a.m.,  January  4,  and  ending  at  4:00  p.m., 
Friday,  January  8.  Class  sessions  meet 


Several  new  items  have  been  added  to 
the  Library  Resource  System  since 
publication  of  the  supplement  pages  that 
were  mailed  to  subscribers  in  August. 

They  are: 

“Families  In  Search  Of  Shalom,”  a  kit, 
filmstrip  and  cassette,  by  the  Institute 
For  Peace  and  Justice,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  to  help  generate 
appreciation  and  action  toward  Shalom 
in  the  family,  the  community  and  the 
world.  To  be  used  in  awareness-analysis- 
action-reflection  education. 

“Grave  Of  An  Unknown  Salvadoran 
Refugee,”  a  kit,  filmstrip,  and  guide, 
relating  the  dramatic  experiences  of 
some  of  the  refugees  who  have  escaped 
bullets  and  bombs  to  reach  safety  in  the 
neighboring  Honduras.  It  also  provides 
insights  into  the  Christian  organizations 
attempting  to  minister  to  the  needs  of 
those  refugees. 

“Ecclesia,  The  Churches  In  Action  In 
Europe,”  a  Friendship  filmstrip  with 
cassette  and  script,  “from  cathedral  to 
community,”  a  look  at  the  diversity  of 
Europe  and  how  its  churches  have  faced 
the  unique  task  of  healing  and 
communication  across  the  “walls”  — 
political,  economic,  and  cultural  —  that 
have  so  tragically  separated  the  peoples 
of  this  continent. 

“Patterns  Of  Life  And  Faith,”  slide  set, 
with  script,  on  the  subject  of  pluralism, 
with  suggestions  discussion  and  ways  of 
relating  to  your  own  church  community. 


two  hours  each  morning  and  two  hours 
each  afternoon  during  the  week.  The 
course  is  purposely  concentrated  in  one 
week  to  reduce  tosts  and  time 
requirements. 

Ginical  Pastoral 
Counseling  Set 

An  advanced  course  in  Clinical 
Pastoral  Counseling  with  The 
Emotionally  Disturbed  will  be  offered  for 
clergy  at  Central  Louisiana  State 
Hospital  beginning  Monday,  January  25, 
1982,  according  to  Chaplain  Roland  K. 
Friedrich,  Director  of  the  Clinical 
Pastoral  Training  program. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant,  will  participate  in  some  of 
the  seminars.  Specific  emphasis  will  be 
given  to  “The  Minister  As 
Diagnostician”  and  the  use  erf  pastoral 
assessment  in  treatment  planning. 
Lectures,  in  seminar  form,  will  be 
presented  by  staff  chaplains, 
psychiatrists,  physicians,  social 
workers,  psychologists,  nursing  and 
ancillary  therapists. 

Two  primary  objectives  of  this  course 
will  be:  (1)  to  gain  insight,  techniques 
and  interpersonal  skills  through  an  in- 
depth  integration  of  Christian  arid 
psychological  concepts;  (2)  to  provide 
the  student  opportunities  to  observe  and 
learn  a  specialized  pastoral  counseling 
approach  through  long-term  counseling 
and  a  case  study  with  the  emotionally 
disturbed. 

Interested  persons  may  call  (445-2421) 
or  write  Friedrich  at  Central  Hospital,  P. 
O.  Box  31,  Pineville,  71360. 

‘Spotlight’  begins 

United  Methodists  across  the  nation 
will  now  be  able  to  view  the  first  United 
Methodist  regularly  scheduled  satellite 
TV  program.  “Spotlight”  is  part  of  an 
ecumenical  series  of  mainline 
denominations  with  the  United  Methodist 
program  appearing  the  second  Sunday  of 
each  month. 

The  program  can  be  seen  on  cable 
systems  Satellite  Program  Network 
(SPN)  at  8  a.m.  (CST)  and  Christian 
Media  Network  (CMN)  at  7  p.m.  (CST) 
each  Sunday.  Harry  Johnson,  layman  of 
Brookline,  Mass,  will  serve  as  ho6t  for 
the  30  minute  program. 

“Spotlight”  is  not  copyrighted  and 
may  be  recorded  on  home  video  units  and 
used  in  the  local  church  in  various  ways. 


Calendar 
of  Events 

January  1982: 

4  —  Last  Day  for  money  sent  to 
Conf.  Office.  End  of  fiscal  Year. 
9  —  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Task  Force,  Wesley,  B.R. 

Local  Pastor’s  School  —  Jan.  9- 
Mar.  13th 

12  —  Baton  Rouge  District  Audit 
12-13  —  Louisiana  Interchurch 

Conference,  Baton  Rouge. 

13  —  New  Orleans  District  Audit 

14  —  Monroe/ Alexandria  District 
Audits 

15  —  Ruston/Lake  Charles  District 
Audits 

18  —  Shreveport  District  Audit 
21-23  —  Convocation  of  Boards 
25-29  —  Centenary  College  Study 
Week 

26  —  Income  Tax  Workshop  for 
Clergy  —  FUMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

27  —  Board  of  Directors,  United 
Methodist  Foundation. 


February  1982: 

1-5  —  Minister’s  Week,  SMU. 

5-6  —Young  Adult  Weekend,  Camp 
Istrouma 

9  —  Task  Force  for  Curricu-shop 
Planning 

11  —  Methodist  Home  Hospital 
Board  Meeting 

12-13  —  Mid  Year  Executive 
Committee,  United  Methodist 
Women 

18  —  Centenary  Church  Council 

19- 20  —  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries 

22  —  Church  Extension  Meeting, 
Alexandria 

23  —  Church  Extension  Meeting, 
Shreveport 

24  —  Church  Extension  Meeting, 
Ruston 

25  —  Church  Extension  Meeting, 
Monroe 

26  —  Church  Extension  Meeting, 
Lake  Charles 

March  1982: 

1  —  Church  Extension  Meeting, 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 

2  —  Church  Extension  Meeting, 
New  brleans-Slidetf 

4  —  Church  Extension  Meeting, 
New  Orleans-Houma 

5  —  Church  Women  United,  World 
Day  of  Prayer 

5-6  —  Youth  Service  Fund  Retreat, 
South 

11  —  Board  of  Pensions 

12-13  —  Intro  80’s  Workshop, 

FUMC,  Alexandria 

14  —  March  for  Missions,  UMW 

15  —  Assembly  Registration 
Deadline,  UMW 

17-18  —  Church  Women  United, 
State  Assembly 

18  —  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  Budget  Meeting 

20- 25  —  Mission  Saturation 
Program 

24-25  —  Adult  6  Workshop,  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas 

27-Apr.  1  —  Mission  Saturation 
Program 

31  —  PAY  Class.  Material  due  to 
Registrat  of  BOM 

April  1982: 

1  —  Pre-Conference  Reports  due 

11  —  Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
Offering 

12  —  Bishop’s  Visit  of  Districts, 
New  Orleans-Slidell 

13  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts, 
New  Orleans-Houma 

14  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts, 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 

15  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts, 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
Deadline  for  Diaconal  Ministries 
Applications 

16  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts, 
Lpke  Charles 

19  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts, 
Alexandria 

20  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts, 
Monroe 

21  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts, 
Ruston 

22  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts, 
Shreveport 

29-30  —  PAY  Retreat  —  BOM  — 
Interview/Evaluation 
UMW  Assembly,  Philadelphia  — 
Apr.  29-May  2 

May  1982: 

3-6  —  Appointment  Cabinet 
meeting,  Area  Office 

5  —  Conference  Nominations 
Committee 

7  —  Church  Women  United,  May 
Fellowship  Day 
Pre-Conference  reports  mailed 

12-14  —  Appointment  Cabinet 
meeting,  Area  Offices 

21- 22  —  Conference  Legislative 
Training  Event,  B.R.  UMW 

June  1982: 

7-10  —  ANNUAL  Conference 

14-17  —  Bishop’s  Week,  Mt. 
Sequoyah 

—West  Gulf  Regional  School, 
Dallas 


Plans  complete 
for  Intro  80’s 
Workshop 

Teams  are  being  recruited  in  all  nine 
districts  for  the  Intro  80’s  Workshop, 
which  will  be  held  at  First  UMC, 
Alexandria  on  March  12  and  13th. 

The  workshop  will  be  different  from  a 
larger  meeting,  being  planned  for  two 
parts  of  the  state  next  October,  in  that 
this  workshop  will  introduce  new 
curriculum  materials  for  children, 
youth,  and  adults.  The  Curricu-Shop 
planned  for  early  October,  will 
demonstrate  everything  the  church 
publishes  for  curriculum  use. 

Those  who  attend  the  Alexandria 
meeting  will  be  prepared  to  go  back  and 
conduct  similar  workshops  in  several 
points  in  every  district. 

Team  leader  for  the  workshop  will  be 
Vernon  Denny,  Editor  of  the  new 
Children’s  Bible  Series.  Mr.  Denny  will 
also  lead  the  section  the  workshop  for 
children’s  materials;  so  that  those  who 
attend  this  section  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  ask  questions  of  the  editor 
of  the  publication  being  discussed. 

Dr.  Horace  Weaver,  Executive  Editor 
of  the  Adult  Department  of  Curriculum 
Resources,  will  introduce  the  Adult 
curriculum;  and  Miss  Gloria  Simmons, 
Associate  Coordinator  of  Interpretation 
for  Curriculum  Resources,  will  present 
the  new  youth  resources. 

The  workshop  will  be  conducted  over  a 
2-day  period.  The  first  evening  will  be 
spent  with  district  superintendents, 
district  chairpersons  of  COM’s,  and 
district  chairpersons  of  education. 
During  this  period  they  will  be  given  an 
overview  of  the  new  materials  and  how 
they  fit  together.  On  Saturday,  the  age 
level  teams  will  meet  and  consider  the 
material  for  each  age  level  and  how  it 
will  be  used.  In  the  afternoon  plans  will 
be  made  for  the  sub-district  meetings 
that  are  to  be  held  after  the  workshop  is 
completed. 

Advance  Opportunities: 

United  Methodist 
Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR) 

The  agency  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  that  is  on  the  scene  of  virtually 
any  disaster  anywhere  in  the  world 
within  hours  with  food,  medical  sup¬ 
plies,  blankets— whatever  is  needed- 
plus  Christian  love  is  UMCOR,  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief.  A  division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  known  as  the  "4R" 
agency,  UMCOR  serves  in  four  major 
areas  of  need:  relief,  rehabilitation, 
refugee  resettlement  and  services, 
and  renewal  of  life  (sometimes  called 
development).  UMCOR  has  priorities 
and  looks  to  United  Methodist  gifts  to 
the  Advance  to  help  it  to  be  our  Chris¬ 
tian  hands  and  heart  amidst  human 
suffering. 


Video  Cassette 
exchange  offered 


The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  set  up  a  VIDEO 
CASSETTE  EXCHANGE  for  local 
churches.  Now  your  church  can  join 
other  churches  across  the  8-state  region 
in  using  video  cassettes  for  Bible  study, 
instruction,  and  worship. 

The  program  pools  the  various 
television  ministries  that  are  being  done 
and  makes  copies  available  to  those  who 
are  members  of  the  exchange  program. 

There  is  a  $25.00  annual  membership 
fee  which  provides  a  copy  of  the  SCJ 
VIDEO  CASSETTE  EXCHANGE 
catalog  that  lists  and  describes  each 
video  cassette  with  study  guide 
programs,  number  of  cassettes  in  the 
series,  format  of  the  cassette,  and 
instructions  for  ordering. 

“First  United  Methodist  Church  is 
pleased  to  make  available  our  video 
cassette  library  for  circulation  through 
the  SCJ  VIDEO  CASSETTE 
EXCHANGE  SYSTEM,"  said  Rev.  Carl 
Rhoads,  Minister  of  Education  at  FUMC, 
Shreveport.  “We  have  been  lending  these 
programs  for  the  past  several  years  and 
hope  this  expanded  exchange  system  will 
foster  the  increased  use  of  television  in 
telling  the  church’s  story.” 

Men’s  Retreat 


Summer  Program 

The  Methodist  Men’s  Retreat  has  been 
set  for  June  26-27th,  at  Louisiana  College 
in  Pineville. 

Rev.  Danny  Morris,  Director  of 
Developing  Ministries  of  the  Upper 
Room,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  will  be  the 
featured  speaker. 

As  co-developer  and  primary  promoter 
of  the  Ten  Brave  Christians  concept  of 
group  ministry,  Morris  has  become  a 
recognized  leader  in  Christian  Small 
Group  Ministries. 

Morris’  book,  A  Life  That  Really 
Matters,  and  a  series  of  related  “Brave 
Christian”  materials  are  being 
distributed  by  the  thousands,  in  six 
languages,  according  to  Charles 
Goodgame,  director  of  the  Lay  Retreat. 

Another  person  who  will  be  on  the  staff 
of  the  summer-time  retreat,  is  Wesley 
Putnam,  musician  and  evangelist. 
Putnam  is  appointed  as  conference 
evangelist  in  the  Northwest  Texas 
Conference.  His  ministry  includes 
revivals,  concerts,  and  retreats  aimed  at 
deepening  the  individual’s  spiritual  life 
and  strengthening  the  local  church. 

The  Conference  Board  of  the  Laity, 
which  sponsors  the  event  at  this  same 
time  each  year,  would  like  to  make 
certain  that  members  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men’s  groups  begin  now  to  make 
plans  to  attend. 


There  is  a  $5.00  USE  FEE,  plus 
returned  mailing  cost  for  the  use  of  each 
video  cassette. 

“Our  conference  has  placed  VHS 
cassette  recorders  in  each  district  of  our 
conference  in  order  to  make  it 
convenient  for  local  churches  to  use 
video  cassettes  in  their  program  of 
Christian  Education  and  Training,”  said 
Rev.  Elwood  Fleming,  Director  of 
Communications,  The  Nebraska  Annual 
Conference. 

According  to  Dr.  Robert  L.  Robertson, 
Chairperson  of  the  SCJ  Communications 
Committee,  local  churches  may  join  the 
exchange  by  sending  their  name, 
address  and  telephone  number  and  the 
$25.00  annual  membership  fee  to:  SCJ 
VIDEO  CASSETTE  EXCHANGE,  8035 
E.R.L.  Thornton  FTwy.,  Dallas,  TX. 


|  Notice 
|  to  clergy  j 

£  An  Income  Tax  Seminar,  designed 
•:  especially  for  clergy,  will  be  held  at  £ 
£  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  on 
:j:  January  26th.  £ 

•:  The  seminar  is  sponsored  by  The 

£  Methodist  Publishing  House,  and  is  £ 
being  held  in  a  number  of  different  £ 
£  parts  of  the  country  during  the  £ 
£  month.  £ 

£  The  seminar  will  begin  at  9:30  :• 
£  a.m.  and  last  until  4:30  p.m.  £ 
•:  Cokesbury  will  provide  a  qualified  £ 
£  CPA  with  information  on  tax  £ 
£  treatment  for  parsonage  or  housing  £ 
£  allowances,  reporting  self-employed  £ 
£  or  employee  income,  special  self-  £ 
•:  employment  and  FICA  rules,  £ 
:•  reporting  professional  expenses,  the  £ 
£  implications  of  the  Economic 
£  Recovery  Tax  Act  of  1981,  and  a  Tax  j£ 
£  Preparation  workshop.  They  will  £: 
£  also  provide  the  necessary  £ 
>  workbooks,  lunch,  and  refreshments  £ 
for  coffee  breaks.  £ 

£  The  registration  is  $49.00.  Anyone  £ 
who  is  interested  should  send  their  £ 
£  name,  address,  telephone  number  £ 
to:  Bill  Turner,  1910  Main  Street,  P.  £ 
£  O.  Box  298,  Dallas,  TX  75221.  You  j£ 
:£  may  either  send  a  check  for  the  £ 
£  amount  or  charge  the  cost  on  your  £ 
Cokesbury  account.  j:j 


eP§gional  "Event 


Maroh  22  -25, 1982 
North  Little  Rook 


You  are  invited  to  participate  in  this  special  regional  event  which  will  usher 
in  a  new  era  of  comprehensive  Adult  Ministry  in  the  Church.  This  con¬ 
ference  will  offer  insights  about  the  life-confronting  issues  adults  face- 
insights  into  personal  faith  journeys,  the  need  to  re-establish  moral 
foundations  and  values,  insights  into  the  developmental  progression  that 
occurs  in  adulthood.  We  will  also  deal  with  the  basics  of  recruiting  and 
training  volunteers,  learn  to  identify  and  meet  the  needs  of  adults  in  all 
ages  and  stages  and  have  an  opportunity  to  stand  at  the  front  edge  of 
new  developments  in  adult  work. 


“Shaping  a.  Gomyredensive 


cAdult*cM  inis  try 
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COSROW  Evaluation 
‘Positive’  Of  Conference 


One  of  the  major  responsibilities  of  the  Conference 
Commission  on  the  status  and  Role  of  Women  is  to  be  a 
research  and  monitoring  agency  “to  gather  data  to 
eradicate  discriminatory  policies  and  practices  in  any 
form  or  discriminatory  languages  and  images  ...”  as 
stated  in  the  Discipline,  Section  XIV,  par.  2101. 

COSROW  used  a  monitoring  instrument  during  the 
Annual  Conference  session  last  June  in  the  form  of  an 
evaluation  sheet.  The  Commission  has  completed  the 
compilation  of  the  evaluations  and  has  issued  a  report. 

The  Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn,  former  co-chairperson  of  the 
Commission,  said,  “Though  we  have  not  yet  ‘arrived,’  I 
would  say  we  have  come  a  long  way.  All  in  all,  our 
experience  of  the  intentional  inclusion  of  women  at  our 
Annual  Conference  has  been  very  positive." 

The  Commission  did  find,  however,  that  ministers 
were  referred  to  as  “he”  many  times  more  often  than 


I  would  say  we  have  come  a  long 
way.  All  in  All,  our  experience  of 
intentional  inclusion  of  women  at 
our  Annual  Conference  has  been 
very  positive. 

-The  Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn 
Former  Co-Chairperson 
COSROW 


“he  or  she”  and  that  reference  to  ministers  in  general  is 
still  most  frequently  as  “a  brotherhood." 

It  was  also  noted  that  no  women  ever  gave  the 
benediction  during  plenary  sessions,  and  the  word 
“chairman”  was  used  more  often  than  “chair”  or 
“chairperson.” 

In  the  worship  services  of  the  Annual  Conference,  it 
was  noted  there  was  an  “excessive  reference  to  God  as 
“Father,”  and  an  “alternate  communion  text  was  used 
without  necessary  language  changes.” 

In  all  other  areas,  the  Commission  reported  a  very 
positive  experience.  There  were  women  in  leadership 
roles,  women  who  participated  in  question,  answers  and 
motion,  and  women  who  were  visible  in  worship. 

The  Commission  will  use  a  similar  instrument  at  the 
Conference  session  in  June  of  this  year. 


Needs  of  Young  Adults 
Subject  of  Feb.  Retreat 


Beyond  knowing  that  they  are  19  to  30 
years  of  age,  are  single  or  married, 
divorced  or  separated,  with  or  without 
children,  just  who  are  Young  Adults? 

What  needs  do  Young  Adults  have? 

How  can  the  Conference,  district  and 
local  church  programs  minister  to  the 
needs  of  Young  Adults? 

These  ace  some  of  the  many  questions 
to  be  addressed  at  an  overnight 
conference  for  young  adults  to  be  held 
Feb.  5  and  6  at  Camp  Istrouma  on  the 
Greenwell  Springs  road  near  Baton 


Rouge.  / 

The  Conference  Young  Adults  Council 
felt  the  resolution  of  these  questions 
would  provide  a  better  understanding  of 
and  directions  for  future  young  adult 
ministries  in  the  local  church,  in  the 
districts  and  throughout  the  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Ozier,  pastor  of  the 
Westshore  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Richardson,  Texas,  will  be  the  main 
resource  person  for  the  conference,  Ozier 
has  been  a  key  figure  in  the  young  adult 
ministries  of  the  Texas  Conference.  He 


will  be  available  to  help  to  not  only 
resolve  the  questions  of  young  adults  but 
to  explore  various  settings  and  models 
for  ministry  to  young  adults. 

Another  important  aspect  of  this  event 
will  be  a  Resource  Fair.  The  fair  will 
feature  people  and  displays,  and  provide 
sources  for  ideas,  models,  advice,  visual 
aids  and  written  materials. 

Child  care  -service  will  be  provided 

during  the  meeting  times  for  young 
adults  with  children.  The  cost  will  be  $2 
per  child. 


Further  details  regarding  registration 
(enrollment  will  be  limited  to  75),  cost 
($10  per  person  and  $18  per  couple)  and 
program  will  soon  be  available  in 
brochure  form  from  your  local  pastor  or 
Young  Adult  Coordinator. 

Conference  Young  Adult  Coordinator 
Doug  Cain  said,  “We  hope  each  district 
and  each  young  adult  group  in  the  local 
church  will  be  represented  at  this  pivotal 
events 

For  further  information  or  any 
questions,  contact  Cain  by  calling  (318) 
949-0430  or  949-2078. 


At  Caney  Conference  Centre 


Senior  High  Winter  Retreat 


To  Examine  ‘Best  Selling’  Bible 


The  Conference  Youth  Team  is  again 
sponsoring  a  Winter  Retreat  for  Senior 
High  youth,  set  for  Jan.  15-17  at  Caney 
Conference  Centre. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  retreat  will 
be  “God’s  Best  Seller:  What’s  In  It  for 
Me?"  will  focus  on  Scriptural  passages, 
literary  styles,  interpretations  and  how  a 
greater  understanding  of  these  dynamics 
increases  the  appreciation  of  the  Bible 
and  its  effect  upon  people’s  lives. 

Dr.  John  Holbert,  assistant  professor 
of  Old  Testament  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  will  lead  the  youth  in  four  topic 
seminars,  each  followed  by  small  group 
discussion. 

In  addition  to  the  seminars  and  group 


discussions,  a  concert  will  be  given  by 
Paul  Guffy  and  Mark  Martin.  There  will 
also  be  recreation,  a  Saturday  night 
dance,  a  bonfire  and  a  clown  worship 
led  by  the  Rev.  Willis  Dear. 

There  will  also  be  opportunities  for 
fellowship  and  sharing  with  youth  from 
around  the  state. 

Registration  is  limited  to  175  youth  and 
they  must  be  received  in  advance. 

The  cost  of  the  retreat  is  $22. 

Brochures  are  available  from  the 
local  churches  and  from  most  of  the 
youth  workers. 

Registration  and  payment  is  due  by 
Jan.  7. 


The  Bible... 

AlWAVS.  on  our 


BESTSELLER  LISE: 


Conference  Office  Progresses 


Shaping  Up 


The  new  offices  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
are  shaping  up  on  North  Boulevard  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  building  is  set  for  completion 
in  Spring  in  1982  and  will  offer  extensive  facilities  for  the  Conference.  Workmen  are 
still  working  on  the  outer  portions  of  the  building  as  well  as  extensive  work  to  the 
interior. 


Around  The  Conference 


Credit  Union  Slates  Meet 

The  Annua]  Shareholders  meeting  of  LAMECO  Federal 
Credit  Union  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  January  21,  at  12:00 
noon  in  the  Cafeteria  of  Centenary  College,  Shreveport.  An 
announcement,  released  by  Mamie  Huffman,  Office  Manager, 
invites  all  members  to  attend. 


Locations  Board 


For  St.  Andrews 


The  District  Board  of  Church  Locations  and  Buildings  for  the 
Baton  Kouge/Hammond  District  met  to  approve  about  six 
acres  of  property  for  the  site  of  St.  Andrews,  the  new  United 
Methodist  Church  in  southeast  Baton  Rouge. 

The  property  is  centrally  located  in  the  area  and  is  on  Monitor 
Avenue. 

The  Catholic  Church  will  be  building  a  new  high  school  on  a 
40-acre  tract  near  the  site  of  St.  Andrews. 

Meeting  at  the  site  are,  from  left,  E.  R.  Nilson;  Sharp 
Stafford;  the  Rev.  Fred  Shirley;  the  Rev.  Larry  Stafford;  the 
Rev.  Clarence  Hillard;  M  E.  Taylor,  district  representative  for 
the  1000  Club;  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin;  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway; 
the  Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  district  superintendent  for  the  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  District;  and  the  Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  pastor 
of  St.  Andrews. 

News  Briefs 

ALEXANDRIA  —  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church 
recently  celebrated  their  73rd  Anniversary.  The  church  history 
was  presented  in  dialogue  and  songs  by  the  adult  choir.  The 
Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan,  pastor  of  the  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  and  a  former  pastor  of  St.  Mark, 
delivered  the  sermon.  The  church  also  had  a  service  of 
dedication  for  church  school  officers  and  workers  with 
certificates  to  students  and  teachers.  The  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell  is  the  pastor. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Brooks  United  Methodist  Church 
celebrated  their  33rd  Anniversary  with  the  Honorable  Mayor 
Ernest  N.  “Dutch"  Morial  as  the  guest  speaker.  The  church 
was  organized  by  the  late  Rev.  C.  0.  Greene  and  was  an 
outgrowth  of  what  was  City  Mission  Church  School.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Irvin  Franklin  Jr.  served  as  chairpersons  for  the  occasion 
—  The  Rev.  George  Alfred  is  pastor. 

WILSON  —  The  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  held  their 
Homecoming  service  with  the  Rev.  Freddie  Dunn  Jr.  delivering 
the  sermon  and  songs.  Dunn  used  verses  19  and  20  of  Luke  for 
the  sermon.  Several  former  members  were  on  hand  for  the 
service,  as  well  as  the  usual  guest  from  the  New  Hope 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 

JENA  —  The  Nolley  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  held 
a  three-day  Choral  Clinic  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Creig  Ramsey  of  Milam,  Tenn.  The  clinic  was  sponsored  by  the 
Youth  and  the  Nolley  Noteables  Choir.  Erma  Adams  will  travel 
to  Milam  in  the  Spring  to  teach  a  youth  workshop.  The  Rev. 
James  L.  Adams,  pastor,  recently  worked  with  the  Rev.  Abe 
Conerly  at  a  Revival  at  the  Belah  United  Methodist  Church. 

BERWICK  —  Erma  Adams  was  the  resource  speaker  for  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  annual  retreat.  The  Rev.  E.  J. 
Martin  is  the  pastor. 
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Editorials 


‘Creation-science’  law  unnecessary 


MY  WIPE  m P$ 
W166IN6  M£  AgOUT 
60IM6  TO  CHURCH 
WITH  H£R 


The  ruling  by  a  federal  district  judge 
last  week  in  Arkansas  that  the  state’s 
new  “creation-science"  law  is  unconsti¬ 
tutional  is,  in  our  view,  the  only  decision 
which  he  could  have  reached  that  is  both 
legally  defensible  and  theologically 
sound  (see  UMR,  Dec.  18  and  elsewhere 
in  this  issue). 

We  regret,  however,  that  Judge 
William  Overton’s  ruling  will  not  lay  this 
dispute  to  rest  once  ar.d  for  all.  Both 
sides  in  the  Arkansas  suit  indicated  in 
advance  that  Judge  Overton’s  decision 
likely  would  be  appealed,  and  eventually 
make  its  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Not  only  does  the  Arkansas  law  remain 
in  litigation,  but  similar  laws  are  now  on 
the  books  in  two  other  states,  and  under 
consideration  in  numerous  other  state 
legislatures.  In  fact,  the  Mississippi 
State  Senate  approved  a  “creation- 
science”  bill  on  the  same  day  that  the 
Arkansas  law  was  declared  unconstitu¬ 
tional. 

So  more  than  half  a  century  following 
the  famous  Scopes  (monkey)  trial  in 
Tennessee,  we  find  the  same  basic  issues 
still  being  debated  more  widely  than 
ever,  and  in  the  same  unproductive 
terms  as  before. 

We  believe  the  responsibility  for  this 
ongoing  dispute  resides  more  in  the  reli¬ 
gious  community  than  anywhere  else. 
Many  sincere  Christians  have  simply 
been  unable  to  separate  the  Who  and 
Why  of  creation  from  the  “how.”  They 
have  assumed  chief  concern  of  the  Book 
of  Genesis  to  be  that  of  describing  in 
literal,  historical  terms  how,  and  in  what 
time  frame,  the  world  was  created.  Now 
they  have  carried  this  a  step  further: 
attempting  to  disguise  in  scientific  terms 
their  understanding  of  how  Genesis 
describes  the  world’s  creation. 

We  believe  Judge  Overton  was 
absolutely  correct  on  legal  grounds  in 
concluding  that  “creation-science”  is 
more  a  device  for  promoting  fundamen¬ 
talist  religious  beliefs  in  the  guise  of 
scientific  theory  than  a  form  of  science 
itself. 

At  the  same  time,  we  believe  that  the 
view  of  the  Bible  in  general,  and  of 
Genesis  in  particular,  that  the  “creation- 
science”  proponents  advocate  is  tragi¬ 
cally  mistaken  on  theological  grounds. 
They  seek  to  make  the  Bible  a  kind  of 
book  it  was  never  intended  to  be,  and 
consequently  they  divert  attention  away 
from  the  Bible’s  central  teachings. 

The  Christian  faith  is  not  based  on  the 
biblical  explanation  of  how  the  universe 
and  human  life  were  created.  It  makes 
relatively  little  difference  to  the  content 
of  our  faith  whether  the  method  God  used 
to  create  the  world  was  that  of  all-at- 
once-from-nothing  creation,  or  a  long 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Fredericksburg,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  500 
member-families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Fredericksburg,  Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  Conference).  The  members  of 
First  UMC  in  Fredericksburg  were 
previously  welcomed  in  last  week’s 
issue,  but  their  edition  of  the  Reporter 
was  unavoidably  delayed  in  starting  until 
this  week. 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Fredericksburg, 
we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will 
find  your  new  church  paper  interesting 
and  informative,  and  that  you  will  join 
with  other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 
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and  gradual  process  of  evolution.  Our 
faith  does  hinge,  however,  to  a  great 
degree  on  the  Who  and  Why  of  creation 
as  revealed  to  us  through  the  Bible. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  a 
conscientious  science  teacher  from 
noting  that  science  is  concerned  with  the 
“how”  question,  and  that  questions  of 
Who  and  Why  are  really  a  part  of  the 
realm  of  theology  and  faith,  and  should 
be  raised  and  answered  within  the 
church. 

We  can  identify  with  some  of  the  frus¬ 
trations  that  “creation-science” 
supporters  feel  relative  to  this  issue.  We 
especially  share  their  irritation  that  the 
teaching  of  God-denying  beliefs  in  the 
public  schools  is  sometimes  tolerated 
while  the  most  elemental  teachings 
about  God  are  prohibited.  Still,  we  live  in 
an  increasingly  pluralistic  society  in 
which  few  people  wish  to  be  exposed  in¬ 
voluntarily  to  the  promotion  of  someone 
else’s  religious  beliefs.  If  we  value  our 
own  freedom  of .  religion,  we  must  be 
willing  to  back  just  as  strongly  the  right 
of  others  to  their  beliefs  —  including  the 
freedom  to  be  an  unbeliever. 

No  doubt  the  last  round  of  the  crea¬ 
tion/evolution  debate  will  not  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  foreseeable  future.  We 
probably  have  not  written  our  last  editor¬ 
ial  statement  on  the  subject.  We  look 
forward  to  the  day,  however,  when  we  as 
Christians  will  spend  all  our  time  and 
energies  promoting  faith  rather  than 
trying  to  pass  matters  of  faith  off  as 
“scientific-creationism.”  A  worthy  step 
in  that  direction  would  be  for  each  of  us 
to  let  our  state  legislators  know  that  we 
do  not  consider  passage  of  a  “creation- 
science”  law  to  be  either  necessary  or 
desirable  in  the  state  where  we  live. 

UMC  members 
on  all  sides  of 
‘creation’  trial 

If  anyone  questions  the  reality  of  theo¬ 
logical  pluralism  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  recently-concluded  “crea¬ 
tion-science”  trial  in  Arkansas  should 
remove  all  doubt. 

The  state  senator  who  sponsored  the 
“Balanced  Treatment  for*  Creation- 
Science  and  Evolution  Science  Act”  — 
James  Hoisted  of  North  Little  Rock  —  is 
an  active  United  Methodist  layman. 
Several  of  the  case’s  plaintiffs,  who 
contended  that  the  new  law  is  unconstitu¬ 
tional,  were  also  United  Methodists, 
including  Area  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks. 

And  the  U.S.  District  Judge  William 
Overton,  who  rendered  the  “unconstitu¬ 
tional”  verdict  likewise  is  a  United 
Methodist. 

Presumably,  all  parties  will  be  greeted 
gladly  at  their  places  of  worship  and 
study  on  Sunday,  despite  the  highly- 
charged  feelings  of  persons  on  both  sides 
of  the  creation-evolution  issue.  That  is  as 
it  should  be.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  provides  an  umbrella  of  faith 
that  spreads  broadly  enough  to  include 
all  of  these  positions.  We  consider  this 
fact  an  appropriate  basis  for  one  to  feel 
proud  to  be  a  United  Methodist  Christian. 


AMP  I  PfSTlMCTlY 
REMEMBER  GOING 
TWICE  IS  THE 
1AST  YEAR 


JANUARY  15, 1982 


Here  I  Stand 

Worldwide  Christian  unity  is  needed 
to  achieve  lasting  worldwide  peace 


GOT  TO  A  VOIP 
BURNOUT, 
YOU  MOW 


By  CLARENCE  A.  BUCHHOLZ 

From  a  background  of  over  80  years,  I 
wish  to  share  the  deepest  concern  of  my 
soul  with  the  many  readers  of  the 
Reporter.  I  was  born  of  immigrant 
parentage  in  a  pioneer  western 
settlement  in  which  the  need  and  welfare 
of  each  was  the  concern  of  all.  There 
were  many  such  settlements  in  our 
country,  in  which  new  arrivals  from 
different  countries  were  joining  hands 
and  spirit  in  building  a  great  new  nation. 

In  high  school  during  World  War  I,  my 
reading  included  statements  about  our 
nation  not  having  had  any  all-out  war  in 
over  a  hundred  years,  and  assuring  us  we 
could  be  confident  that  peace  would  con¬ 
tinue  indefinitely.  I  decided  to  become  a 
minister,  and  do  whatever  I  could  to  help 
establish  peace  so  firmly  that  all-out  war 
would  never  happen  again. 

During  World  War  II  there  were  95 
young  people  from  the  Copley  Church 
and  community,  where  I  was  the 
minister,  who  were  in  military  service.  I 
kept  in  touch  with  each  of  them  every 
month  through  our  local  church  paper, 
that  carried  excerpts  from  their  letters, 
and  addresses,  in  addition  to  helpful 
reading  materials.  All  through  the  war 
years,  with  its  dangers  and  concerns,  we 


were  completely  united  in  a  large 
community  “togetherness.” 

The  hope  of  achieving  a  worldwide 
unity  of  human  beings  under  the  help  and 
guidance  of  God’s  Spirit  will  always  be  a 
beacon  light  for  me. 

The  deep  concern  I  wish  to  share  with 
The  Reporter  readers  is  that  of  having 
individuals,  local  churches,  and  groups 
using  every  available  opportunity  to  help 
unite  the  thoughts,  concerns,  and 
prayers  of  all  peoples  everywhere  on 
attaining  world-wide  peace. 

There  is  a  rapidly  increasing  growth  in 
the  number  and  variety  of  peace  making 
federations,  organizations,  and 
programs  in  all  parts  of  our  country.  The 
July -August  1981  issue  of  the  United 
Methodist  publication,  “The 
Interpreter,”  has  some  very  good 
articles,  like  “Planning  for  Special 
Days,”  and  “Quest  for  Christian  Unity.” 

Some  of  the  groups  and  programs,  with 
a  deep  concern  for  worldwide  and 
lasting  peace  are  linked  with  groups  and 
programs  in  other  countries.  An 
outstanding  and  very  effective  example 
of  such  world-wide  cooperation  is  the 
program  and  service  of  the  Upper  Room, 
with  Maxie  D.  Dunnam  as  the  World 
Editor.  His  article  on  page  two  of  the 


the 


May-June  1980  issue,  included 
following  central  paragraph: 

“Since  the  Upper  Room  is  an  interna¬ 
tional  devotional  guide,  printed  in  41 
different  languages  and  used  in  over  120 
different  countries,  the  intercessory 
prayer  and  the  witness  of  those  who  are  a 
part  of  this  worldwide  family  can  impact 
the  world.  Believing  that,  I  would  call 
upon  you  to  think  seriously  about,  pray 
for,  and  influence  however  you  can  the 
cause  of  justice  and  world  peace .  ’  ’ 

In  a  recent  letter  from  him,  Maxie 
Dunnam  assures  me  that  he  will  continue 
to  cooperate  in  whatever  way  he  can.  The 
cause  of  peace  needs  full  commitment 
from  each  and  all  of  us. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Clarence  A.  Buchholz,  is  retired  and 
pastor  emeritus  of  the  Copley  UMC  in 
Copley,  Ohio  (East  Ohio  Conference)  and 
lives  in  Westlake,  Ohio. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to:  “Here  I 
Stand,”  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas. 
Texas  75222. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Dialogue  needs  more  than  ‘good  will,  intent’ 


To  the  Editor: 

If  I  get  the  picture  somewhat  clearly, 
Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  recently  urged  the 
United  Methodist  Joint  Panel  on 
International  Affairs  to  “seek  dialogue” 
with  the  newly-formed  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy.  According  to 
your  Dec.  18  article,  who  this  new  group 
is  and  how  folks  should  be  evaluating  it, 
has  become  a  major  concern  of  this  Joint 
Panel. 

The  space  you  devoted  in  this  most 
recent  issue,  as  well  as  the  substance  of 
the  story,  attest  to  the  significance  of  the 
Panel,  or  at  least  its  membership.  Yet 
the  Panel  itself  is  a  maverick  creature 
(insofar  as  it  is  not  established  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline).  Whatever  its 
disciplinary  status  or  mission  definition 
(again,  according  to  your  story,  that  too 
now  must  be  discussed  and  certified) ,  the 
Panel  has  become  the  “primary  source 
of  international  understanding”  for  the 
Council  on  Bishops,  according  to  Bishop 
Leroy  Hodapp. 

Meanwhile,  we’ve  got  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy  emerging.  I 
understand  it  to  be  a  free-standing, 
independent  organization  with  no  formal 
church  affiliations,  other  than  through 
some  of  its  leadership  and  possibly  via  its 
smaller  financial  contributors.  Unlike 
the  Panel,  we  don’t  know  for  whom  the 
Institute  may  be  serving  as  a  “primary 
source.” 

But  we  know  that  at  least  one-third  of  a 
two-day  meeting  —  which  involved  at 
minimum  30  busy  church  executives  and 
spiritual  leaders  —  was  devoted  to 
discussions  of  whether  and  how  to  spend 
more  time  and  money  “in  dialogue”  with 


the  rogue  Institute,  and  possibly  others  of 
similar  bent. 

Such  dialogues  may  in  fact  be  very 
strategic,  and  potentially  quite  useful. 
The  injunction  to  “let  us  reason 
together”  becomes  more  and  more 
critical  as  confusion  and  dissidence 
spread.  But  good  will  and  intent  aren’t 
enough.  What  will  be  the  agendas,  and 
who  is  committed  to  doing  the  homework 
and  preparation  so  essential  for  a 
productive  dialogue  to  occur? 

My  seeming  skepticism  stems  not  so 
much  from  experience  with  process 
matters  of  institutional  procedures,  but 
from  terminal  endurance  of 
ecclesiastical  marathons  that  became 
meetings  to  discuss  meetings. 

Should  the  Panel  and  the  Institute 
meet,  I  hope  representatives  of  both  can 
discuss  how  to  feed  and  clothe  refugees, 
how  to  promote  peace  and  security  and 
freedom,  and  how  men  and  women  of 
faith  had  better  invest  our  scarce 
resources  in  mission  to  the  world. 

B.  J.  Stiles 
Washington,  D.C. 

Institute  on  Religion, 
Democracy  is  supported 
To  the  Editor: 

I  have  followed  with  interest  the 
coverage  of  the  reaction  (including 
spending  missions  money  for  an 
“investigation”)  of  our  church’s  national 
boards  to  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  (see  UMR,  Dec.  4  and  Dec. 
18).  I  have  only  one  complaint 
concerning  your  handling  of  this  matter 
in  the  Reporter:  you  have  not  provided 
the  mailing  address  of  the  Institute. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

In  midst  of  threatening  postal  rate  ^ 
increase  editor  identifies  with  Job 


I’ve  developed  a  new  appreciation  for 
Job  since  receiving  a  “Christmas  eve 
surprise”  of  $1  million  per  year  in 
increased  postage  costs  from  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service. 

I  can’t  claim  to  be  “perfect  and 
upright”  as  Job  is  described  in  the  Old 
Testament.  But  I  have  sought  to  develop 
and  maintain  a  credible,  service-orient¬ 
ed  church  newspaper  that  operates  effi¬ 
ciently  and  on  a  lean  margin  financially. 

Fortunately,  I  haven’t  lost  everything 
of  value  to  me,  as  Job  did.  But  as  the  New 
Year  dawns,  I  see  15  years  of  hard  work 
threatened  by  the  five-years  premature 
discarding  of  a  16-year  postal  rate  com¬ 
mitment  to  Non-Profit  publications 
which  the  Congress  and  the  postal 
service  made  in  1971. 

In  case  you  didn’t  read  about  it  in  the 
Reporter’s  Jan.  8  issue  or  elsewhere,  this 
week’s  paper  is  costing  us  approximately 
3.7<  per  copy  more  to  mail  than  last 
week’s.  With  a  volume  of  more  than 
500,000  copies  mailed  each  week,  that 
adds  roughly  $20,000  per  week  to  bur 
Second  Class  postage  costs,  or  an  extra 
$1  million  per  year. 

The  size  of  the  increase  was  such  that  it 
could  not  possibly  be  absorbed.  Our 
alternatives  were  to  pass  on  the  increase 
swiftly  to  those  we  serve,  or  to  face 
insolvency  within  the  near  future. 

This  increase  did  not  occur  in  a 
vacuum.  It  occurred  against  a  backdrop 
of  our  postal  rates  already  having 
increased  by  a  total  of  more  than  1000% 
via  yearly  increments  since  1971.  Those 
incremental  increases  were  to  continue 
until  1987.  Instead,  the  remaining  six 
increments  were  put  to  us  all  at  once  on 
January  10. 

So,  for  the  first  time  since  I’ve  been 
responsible  for  the  Reporter’s 
operations,  we  have  been  forced  to  make 
emergency  rate  adjustments  —  both  to 
local  churches,  and  to  annual 
conferences  whose  budgets  for  1982  were 
set  last  spring.  In  effect,  broken  commit¬ 
ments  to  us  have  forced  us  to'break  coni 
mitments  to  others. 

The  injustice  of  such  an  occurrence,  as 
well  as  the  unavoidable  uncertainty 
about  how  the  leaders  of  local  churches 


and  annual  conferences  might  deal  with 
it,  are  what  make  me  feel  a  kinship  with 
Job.  I  can’t  help  but  fear  that  the 
Reporter  may  become  the  victim,  as  Job 
has,  of  circumstances  beyond  our 
control.  I  find  it  very  tempting  to  cry  out 
“why  us?”  An  equally  strong  temptation 
is  to  engage  in  endless  speculation  as  to 
what  might  have  been  done  —  or  not  done 
—  to  produce  a  different  outcome.  Still 
another  temptation  is  that  of  seeking  to 
affix  blame  for  the  recent  sequence  of 
events,  and  then  lashing  out  at  the  guilty 
parties. 

In  this  case,  there  is  ample  blame  to  go 
around:  An  Administration  which,  in 
order  to  achieve  its  aims  has  disregarded 
many  past  commitments  and  refused  to 
consider  the  adverse  and  unfair 
consequences  of  many  of  its  actions;  a 
Congress  which,  despite  honorable  inten¬ 
tions  and  efforts  made  by  some 
members,  in  the  end  opted  to  break  a 
solemn  commitment  rather  than  risk 
another  budget  confrontation  with  the 
Executive  branch  of  government;  and 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service,  which  callously 
raised  rates  from  1981  to  1987  levels 
without  regard  for  their  economic 
impact  on  Non-Profit  organizations  such 
as  the  Reporter,  the  March  of  Dimes,  the 
American  Bible  Society,  etc.  And  one 
could,  I  suppose,  even  blame  the  Non- 
Profit  organizations  themselves  for 
attaching  so  much  dependence  on  the 
“preferred”  rate  status  which  the 
Congress  and  the  Postal  Service  had 
always  provided  before  last  week. 

At  this  stage,  however,  pointing  fingers 
and  affixing  blame  is  at  best  irrelevant, 
and  at  worse,  sinfully  counterproductive. 
We  have  now  reached  the  stage  where 
the  injustice  of  the  adversity  inflicted 
upon  us,  and  others  like  us,  is  less 
important  than  how  faithfully  we  deal 
with  that  adversity  and  its  consequences. 

It  occurred  to  me  recently  that  there 
may  be  more  than  one  point  at  which  we 
might  identify  with  Job.  All  his 
uprightness  and  unjust  suffering  notwith¬ 
standing,  Job  had  to  deal  with  his 
mortality  before  God,  and  eventually  with 
how  self-righteous  and  overly  self-im- 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 

portant  he  had  become  in  declaring  his 
innocence  of  sin! 

No  church  publication  in  the  world  has 
been  blessed  with  greater  acceptance, 
support,  and  circulation  growth  than  the 
Reporter  over  the  past  16  years.  Hence, 
no  publication  has  more  potentially  to 
lose  from  the  jump  in  postal  rates.  It  is 
not  our  intention  to  concede  any  losses; 
in  fact,  it  is  our  intention  during  1982  to 
continue  what  has  become  a  16-year 
pattern  of  uninterrupted  growth.  Within 
the  whirlwind  of  current  events, 
however,  God  may  be  providing  us  with  a 
reminder  of  our  own  mortality,  and  the 
ultimately  fragile  nature  of  even  our 
very  best  and  most  significant  efforts. 

I  have  been  asked  repeatedly  by 
employees,  directors,  and  others 
interested  in  the  future  of  the  Reporter 
what  I  expect  to  be  the  effect  of  the  postal 
increases  on  our  circulation.  Since  this  is 
an  altogether  new  experience,  I’ve  told 
them  that  I  honestly  do  not  know,  and  do 
not  even  know  how  to  guess.  I  share  with 
them  the  bitter  irony  that  just  when 
governmental  leaders  are  attempting  to 
transfer  many  charitable  functions  to 
non-governmental  organizations,  such 
as  the  church,  their  massive  increases  in 
non-profit  postal  rates  will  make  it 
immeasurably  harder  for  such 
organizations  to  expand  their  efforts.  But 
I  also  remind  them  that  there  are  many 
other  persons  who  are  encountering  far 
greater  suffering  from  the  relentless 
efforts  to  cut  non-military  aspects  of  the 
federal  budget  than  those  we  are  likely  to 
experience. 

Finally,  I  remind  them  of  the 
assurance  that  in  all  things  —  even  an 
experience  as  monstrous  as  the  one  we 
are  facing  —  good  can  be  discerned  by 
those  who  love  God.  Among  other  things, 
this  circumstance  will  allow  the  church 
at  various  levels  to  decide  just  how 
important  —  or  unimportant  —  it  is  to 
have  a  weekly  newspaper  like  the 
Reporter.  While  those  evaluations  are 
taking  place,  I  feel  secure  in  the 
knowledge  that  our  fate  is  entrusted  to 
those  we  serve,  and  ultimately  to  God. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


I  would  like  to  make  a  contribution. 
Any  group  which  can  attract  the 
attention  of  the  people  in  the  UMC 
bureaucracy  ought  to  be  supported!  It 
has  been  my  experience  during  the  11 
years  I  have  been  a  United  Methodist 
pastor  that  criticisms  from  the  local 
church  and  membership  levels  of  the 
church  are  either  (1)  ignored  or  (2) 
dismissed  as  the  ravings  of  fringe 
fanatics. 

The  only  thing  which  prevents  me  from 
believing  the  national  boards  have  no 
conception  of  how  widespread  the 
sentiments  voiced  by  the  Institute  are  in 
the  UMC  is  the  energy  the  national 
boards  will  put  into  preserving  the  taxing 
system  (apportionments)  which 
provides  the  local  churches  no  real 
discretion  in  providing  their  support. 

Rayford  Wallace 
Ringling,  Oklahoma 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  do  not  normally 
include  addresses  of  individuals  and 
groups  whose  activities  are  covered  in 
our  news  stories.  We  do  provide  such 
information  upon  request.  Since  a 
number  of  readers  have  requested  the 
address  for  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  it  is:  Suite  600,  1835  K  Street 
NW,  Washington,  D.C.  20006. 

Freedom  and  justice 
are  inseparable 

To  the  Editor : 

Your  article  “UM  agency  officials  seek 
dialogue  with  critic  group”  (UMR,  Dec. 
18)  was  enlightening.  The  UM  panel’s 
stand  on  “peace  with  justice”  appears  to 
repudiate  the  “Basic  Freedoms”  section 
of  the  United  Methodist  Social  Principles 
statement  in  the  Discipline.  A  stand  in 
line  with  the  Discipline  should  be  “peace 
with  freedom  and  justice.”  I  believe  the 
two  are  inseparable.  Ask  the  Poles  what 
they  think  of  freedom. 

Billy  C.  Milroy 
Ronan,  Montana 

Response  to  TV  Presence 

solicitation:  Offended 

To  the  Editor: 

Offended!  That  was  the  reaction  of  the 
lay  leader  of  one  of  the  churches  I  serve 
to  the  solicitation  he  received  from  the 
National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry  Campaign  announcing  the 
establishment  of  its  Aldersgate 


Foundation. 

It  was  a  letter  with  all  the  superfi¬ 
cial  warmth  of  the  computer-personalized 
mailings  used  by  credit  card  companies. 
While  the  letter  emphasized  the  great  out¬ 
reach  our  denomination  can  have  through 
television,  it  also  appealed  to  the  reader’s 
personal  pride,  desire  for  recognition, 
and  need  of  tax  deductions.  Proper  moti¬ 
vation  in  giving  is  as  important  as  the 
gift  itself.  But  that  letter  made  the  wrong 
motives  for  giving  sound  as  acceptable 
as  the  right  motives. 

In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  Jesus  said, 
“Thus,  when  you  do  some  act  of  charity, 
do  not  announce  it  with  a  flourish  of 
trumpets,  as  the  hypocrites  do  in  syna¬ 
gogues  and  in  the  streets  to  win 
admiration  from  men.  I  tell  you  this: 
they  have  their  reward  already.” 
(Matthew  6:3  NEB).  But,  send  your  tax- 
deductible  $100  to  the  Aldersgate 
Foundation  and  you  can  have  your  pastor 
publicly  present  you  with  a  “Charter 
Donor  Certificate”  (suitable  for 
framing).  That  sounds  like  a  flourish  of 
trumpets  to  me. 

Philip  L.  Bostrom 
Hendricks,  Minnesota 

Church  has  power  to  save 

world  from  destruction 

To  the  Editor 

We  read  of  a  power  outage  in  the 
Chicago  metropolitan  area,  and  how 
homes  for  the  aged,  hospitals,  steel  mills, 
homes  were  practically  knocked  out,  just 
because  of  a  power  shortage.  Can  you 
imagine  what  one  atomic  bomb  over  the 
Loop  would  do?  Where  is  our 
imagination? 

Do  you  suppose  there  is  a  connection 
between  this  event  and  the  massive  anti¬ 
nuclear  rallies  in  every  country  of 
Europe?  By  this,  I  mean  are  the 
Europeans  more  imaginative  because 
they  know  if  “it”  happens  their  countries 
will  be  blown  off  the  map? 

A  vast  segment  of  the  Christian  church 
is  as  fearful  of  confrontation  and 
controversy  as  Jesus  was  concerned 
about  failure  to  do  His  Father’s  will.  The 
church  has  within  its  power  to  save  the 
world  from  nuclear  destruction.  It  has 
the  structure;  it  has  the  personnel;  it  has 
the  motivation;  it  has  the  Prince  of 
Peace. 

Where  are  its  prophets? 

Hiram  B.  Holdridge 
Evanston,  Illinois 


We’re  all  in  the  same  boat 
so  let’s  pull  TOGETHER 

We  all  are  children  of  God,  and  the  world  is  our  ark.  What¬ 
ever  our  denomination  or  faith,  if  we  work  together  ecu¬ 
menically,  we  can  strengthen  the  churches'  impact  on  the 
social  order  and  make  the  world  a  hap’  ier,  healthier 
place  for  everyone  to  live.  One  way  to  join  ogether  with 
others  of  Gbd's  children  is  to  support  the  vital  ministries 
of  the  World  and  National  councils  of  churches  and  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  through  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Cooperation  Fund, 

For  more  information  on  The  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund  contact: 

THE  GENERAL  COMMISSION  ON  CHRISTIAN  UNITY 
AND  INTERRELIGIOUS  CONCERNS 

475  RIVERSIDE  DRIVE  •  ROOM  1300  •  NEW  YORK.  NY  10115 


'  I 


Southern  Methodist  University 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Dallas,  Texas  75275 


Perkins  *  * 

Perspective 


A  Supplement  To  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


The  Dean ’s  View 

Pride  and  Practicality 


James  E.  Kirby,  Jr.,  is  not  overly 
modest  about  the  quality  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  his  alma  mater 
and  also  the  place  where  he  will  be 
installed  as  dean  in  February. 
Perkins,  he  says  flatly,  offers 
superb  field  education  for  its 
students  and  is  conspicuous  for  its 
academic  excellence.  In  fact,  it  may 
well  provide  the  best  education  in 
professional  ministry  in  the  church 
today. 

Also  a  realist,  however,  Dean 
Kirby  adds,  “Of  course,  Perkins 
should  be  the  best.  It  requires  a 
four-year  program  and  most  other 
seminaries  require  only  three 
years.” 

This  combination  of  pride  and 
practicality  is  already  making  its 
mark  at  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity’s  theology  school,  where  the 
new  dean  arrived  from  a  similar 
position  at  the  Drew  University 
Theological  School  in  July.  He 
succeeds  Dean  Joseph  E.  Quillian, 
Jr.,  who  retired  after  21  years  in  the 
Perkins  post. 

Kirby,  first  Perkins  alumnus  to 
return  as  its  dean,  clearly  relishes 
his  role.  And  he  has  high  expect¬ 
ations  for  the  role  of  theology 
schools  in  the  life  of  the  church. 
“The  church  should  expect  a  great 
deal  from  its  seminaries,”  he 
maintains. 

Expectations 

What  exactly  should  it  expect? 

Top  priority,  of  course,  is  and 
should  be  the  education  of  well- 
prepared  professional  ministers. 
“Our  graduates  should  have  the 
ability  on  the  basis  of  what  they 
know  about  the  Gospel,  to  be 
effective  clergypersons  in  the  place 
where  they  are,”  is  the  way  Kirby 
defines  the  task  ahead  for  nearly  100 
new  ministers  who  leave  Perkins 
each  year. 

Skills 

That  ability  certainly  includes  the 
acquiring  of  skills,  the  dean 
maintains.  “They  must  know  how  to 
put  together  a  church  budget.”  But 
it  also  includes  learning  to  “think 
theologically”  and  gaining  “a  sense 
of  what  it  means  to  be  clergy .” 

Beyond  the  educating  of 
ministers,  however,  Dean  Kirby 
points  to  other  responsibilities.  He 
says  seminaries  should  be  expected 


to  grapple  with  the  issues  which 
concern  and  sustain  the  church :  the 
meaning  and  theology  of  ordination 
and  of  mission,  and  the  implications 
of  a  growing  charismatic  and  funda¬ 
mental  Christianity  across  the  land. 

“We  have  the  resources,"  he 
maintains.  “We  know  the  history 
and  the  Biblical  authority  and  the 
pressures.  We  are  well-equipped  for 
the  task.” 

Inclusiveness 

Furthermore,  Perkins,  because  of 
its  location  in  the  Southwest,  should 
play  another  rble,  Dean  Kirby 
believes.  It  should  model 
inclusiveness.  One  of  his  first  moves 
was  to  call  for  a  bilingual  faculty. 
He  introduced  two  conversational 
Spanish  classes  at  Perkins  and 
enrolled  in  one  of  them  himself. 

Seminaries,  he  concludes,  should 
be  leaders  in  the  church.  “If  we’re 
doing  our  job,  we’ll  be  out  ahead.” 

Meeting  the  needs  of  an 
increasingly  pluralistic  church  will 
indeed  be  a  challenge,  the  dean 
admits.  And  problems  shared  by 
most  seminaries  today  will 
compound  the  difficulty. 

Priorities 

Inflation  and  a  decreasing  student 
body  are  two  major  concerns  at 
Perkins,  he  has  warned  in  a  number 
of  addresses  since  his  arrival.  Fund¬ 
raising  must  be  a  high  priority  in 
years  to  come.  And  the  school  may 
anticipate  a  10  to  20  percent  decline 
in  basic  degree  students  if  it  follows 
a  national  trend. 

With  competition  for  students 
increasing,  he  has  called  for 
continuing  multifaceted  program¬ 
ming  and  increased  emphasis  on 
continuing  education  to  offset  the 
competition. 

As  needs  and  economic  factors 
change,  the  strain  on  a  well- 
balanced,  well-grounded  curriculum 
will  be  considerable,  he  says. 

Jim  Kirby  is  not  unduly  disturbed 
by  the  challenge,  however.  He 
admits  that  no  school  can  “do  it  all.” 
But  paraphrasing  a  recent 
statement  by  SMU  Provost  us 
Hillerbrand  about  the  Univ  .  .>ity, 
the  new  Dean  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  firmly  believes  that 
“Perkins  can  develop  an  identity 
that  will  let  it  do  what  it  can  do  well 
in  this  place." 


PERKINS  ALUMNI/AE  SHARED  UPDATES  on  each  other  during  the  fall 
Women's  Week.  Mark  Gibbens-Rickman  (M.Th.  ’80).  Barbara  Ruth  (M.Th.  ’77), 
Director  of  Community  Life  at  Perkins,  Twila  Gibbens-Rickman,  now  doing  her 
internship  and  due  to  graduate  in  1982,  and  Dixie  Robertson,  M.Th.  '81.  Mark  is  pastor 
in  Matador,  Texas,  while  Twila  is  on  internship  at  St.  John's  UMC  in  Lubbock.  They 
were  married  In  April  '81.  Dixie  is  Associate  Pastor  in  Big  Spring,  Texas. 


Students  Come  from  Many  Places 


Though  located  in  the  South 
Central  Jursidiction  and  in  Texas, 
Perkins  attracts  students  from  a 
wide  variety  of  locations.  Of  the  423 
degree  students  enrolled  this  fall,  47 
Annual  Conferences  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  represented, 
with  students  coming  from  37 
different  states  and  12  foreign 
countries. 

Three  hundred  twenty-six  of  the 
enrollees  are  United  Methodists, 
with  21  other  denominations 
represented.  Continuing  the  trend  of 
the  past  several  years,  almost  half 


of  the  students  are  graduates  of 
state  institutions.  One  hundred 
eighteen  graduated  from  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  universities 
and  51  from  other  church-related 
colleges. 

Though  definite  figures  are 
difficult  to  establish,  well  over  90% 
of  Perkins  graduates  go  to 
ministerial  or  other  local  church 
vocational  involvements.  Most 
return  to  their  home  conferences, 
although  such  is  not  always  the 
case. 


Perkins’  Costs  Rise  Too 


Perkins  students  receive  no 
special  favors  when  it  comes  to 
rising  costs.  Though  by  comparison, 
their  salary  potential  after 
graduation  is  limited  by  their  pro¬ 
fession,  ministerial  students 
currently  enrolled  in  seminary  are 
subject  to  the  same  cost  increases 
as  the  rest  of  the  student  population 
in  private  institutions. 

The  current  net  cost  to  the  student 
for  tuition  for  fall  and  spring 
semesters,  carrying  a  full-time  24- 
hour  study  load,  is  at  $1,368  for  the 
1981-82  school  year.  This  is  the 
“balance  due”  after  maximum 
student  aid  has  been  granted  by  the 
school. 


Not  included  in  this  figure  are  the 
costs  of  room,  board,  and  books, 
which  also  are  rising. 

The  Perkins  Alumni/ae  Loyalty 
Fund  and  a  number  of  individual 
gifts  for  student  aid  help  to  offset 
these  costs. 

Rising  costs  are  responsible  for 
the  large  number  of  students  who 
are  forced  to  take  employment 
while  in  seminary,  which  tends  to 
increase  an  already  heavy  load  of 
study  and  work.  Though  that’s  not 
all  bad,  it  simply  increases  the 
burdens  that  students  must  face  in 
order  to  accomplish  their  seminary 
education. 
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Ministers’  Week 
Scheduled 
Feb.  1-4, 1982 

The  traditional  opening  night  of 
Ministers’  Week  this  year  is  devoted 
to  ceremonies  installing  Dean 
James  E.  Kirby,  beginning  Monday, 
February  1,  at  7:30  p.m.,  in 
McFarlin  Auditorium  with  a 
reception  for  visitors  and  speakers 
to  follow  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of 
the  Student  Center. 

Recognizing  the  place  of  the 
Seminary  in  the  University  and  in 
the  church  provides  an  important 
focus  for  this  event. 

Lecture  schedule 

Following  9:00  a.m.  Communion 
in  Perkins  Chapel,  the  first  Fondren 
Lecture  will  begin  at  10:00  a.m. 
Tuesday,  February  2.  The  Jackson 
Lecture  will  follow  before  noon. 
Tuesday  evening  at  7:30  a  Psalm 
singing  session  will  be  followed  at 
8 : 00  by  the  first  Peyton  Lecture. 

Lectures  continue  in  rotation 
through  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
until  noon. 

No  fee  is  required  for 
participation  in  Ministers’  Week 
events,  except  for  food  costs.  No  on- 
campus  housing  is  available,  but 
lists  of  nearby  accommodations  will 
be  furnished  upon  request. 

Laity  Week 
Begins  Afternoon 
February  4 

Job,  Paul,  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  Christology,  Politics  and 
Liberation  are  among  the  themes  of 
courses  and  seminars  offered  for 
concentrated  study  during  Laity 
Week,  February  4-6. 

Professor  Richard  Murray 
presents  the  three  lectures  on  “Life¬ 
long  Learning  in  the  Christian 
Faith.”  Persons  interested  in  full 
information  for  registration  should 
contact  the  Perkins  Continuing 
Education  Office,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  Texas 
75275,  or  phone  (214)  692-2251. 


Randolph  W.  Nugent 


The  Fondren  Lectures 

An  Overview  of 
Missionary  Concerns 

Dr.  Randolph  W.  Nugent,  head  of 
United  Methodism’s  most  extensive 
general  board,  brings  the  Fondren 
Lectures  on  world  mission  for  the 
1982  Ministers’  Week.  Dr.  Nugent 
represents  mainline  Protestant¬ 
ism’s  largest  mission  agency. 
Elected  General  Secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  Dr. 
Nugent  was  head  of  the  national 
division  of  the  Mission  Board  from 
1972-81. 

Upon  his  election  last  June,  Dr. 
Nugent  responded,  “I  am  confident 
that  the  hopes  of  the  millions  of 
United  Methodists  for  the  mission  of 
the  church  can  be  accomplished  if, 
as  a  people,  we  are  faithful  in 
prayer  and  witness.”  Dr.  Nugent 
will  present  three  Fondren  Lectures 
on  the  topics  “Mission  and 
Missionaries,”  “Mission  and  the 
Church,”  and  “Mission  Concerns 
and  Issues  Pertinent  to  Evan¬ 
gelization.” 

A  former  Crusade  Scholar  of  the 
church,  Dr.  Nugent  holds  degrees 
from  Hunter  College,  the  University 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  from  Drew 
Theological  School,  and  from  New 
York  University.  He  also  holds  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  from  the 
New  York  Theological  Seminary 
and  has  studied  at  Bonn  and 
Heidelburg. 

Dr.  Nugent  will  also  be  conducting 
the  Ministers'  Week  Workshops  on 
Mission  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
afternoons  from  2:30-4:30. 


Charles  Rice 


The  Peyton  Lectures 

The  Healing  Word: 

Preaching  and  Imagination 

W.  H.  Auden  once  observed  that  it 
is  difficult  to  be  a  Christian  if  one  is 
not  a  poet.  What  then  is  the  place  of 
the  imagination  in  interpretation 
and  communication,  as  the  pulpit 
aims  at  the  healing  of  persons  and 
social  structures? 

Dr.  Charles  Rice,  professor  of 
homiletics  at  the  Theological  School 
of  Drew  University,  delivers  the 
three  Peyton  Lectures  at  Ministers’ 
Week  on  the  topics:  “Saving  Story,” 
“Redeeming  Imagination,”  and 
“Healing  Art.”  The  question  of 
imagination  in  preaching  will  be 
explored  in  the  context  of  the 
preacher’s  specific  concerns  for 
faithful  exegesis,  prophetic  clarity, 
contemporary  culture,  and  the 
world  of  the  arts. 

Dr.  Rice  is  a  1959  Baylor 
graduate,  with  degrees  from 
Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Union  in  New  York,  and 
Duke  University.  An  ordained 
minister  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  he  has  taught  at  Duke,  Union 
and  Drew,  at  Salem  College  and  for 
one  semester  in  South  Africa.  He 
has  written  three  books  on 
preaching  and  published  sermons 
and  articles.  He  has  lectured  in  a 
number  of  clergy  conferences  and 
training  events  for  preachers. 

Two  publications  are  in  progress, 
Proclamation:  Pentecost,  expected 
for  release  immediately,  and 
Sermon  for  the  Twentieth  Century 
Pulpit,  II,  due  for  release  soon. 


Seminar  on  Pastoral 
Care  and  Older 
Persons 

Dr.  Hanno  Kirk,  psychotherapist 
who  specializes  in  older  adult 
counseling  will  offer  three  day-long 
seminars  on  a  monthly  basis  at 
Perkins.  Each  session  runs  from 
10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  on  February 
22,  March  29,  and  April  26, 1982. 

Pre-registration  for  the  seminars 
is  encouraged  since  specific  reading 
is  required  for  completion  of  the 
course.  Practical  skills  for  effective 
ministry  to  the  emotional,  mental, 
and  spiritual  needs  of  older 
members  of  the  church  will  also 
emphasize  communication  skills. 
Communicating  across  inter- 
generational  value  differences, 
preventing  social  disengagement  of 
older  persons,  and  ways  to 


Victor  P.  Furnish 


The  Jackson  Lectures 

Moral  Witness  in  the  Early 

Church:  Some  New  Testament 
Perspectives 

The  moral  concerns  of  New 
Testament  writings  as  forms  for  the 
Christian  Community's  own  life  and 
the  Christian  social  ethics  of  the 
general  epistles  provide  the  foci  for 
the  1982  Jackson  Lectures. 

Dr.  Victor  P.  Furnish,  professor  of 
New  Testament  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  presents  the  three 
Jackson  Lectures  at  Ministers’ 
Week  on  the  topics  “The  Word,  This 
World,  and  The  World  To  Come,” 
“Cross  and  Community  in  the 
Letters  of  Paul,”  and  “Salvation 
and  Social  Responsibility  in  the 
Catholic  Epistles.” 

The  nature  and  extent  of  the 
church’s  responsibility  to  bear  a 
moral  witness  in  the  world  can  be 
identified  in  three  important  forms 
of  moral  witness  in  New  Testament 
writings.  Paul’s  “theology  of  the 
cross”  relates  directly  to  the 
Christian  community  and  its  life.  A 
Christian  social  ethic  begins  to 
emerge  in  both  theological  and 
practical  facets  of  the  epistles  such 
as  I  Peter. 

Dr.  Furnish  has  degrees  from 
Cornell  College  of  Iowa,  Garett 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary, 
and  from  Yale.  Ordained  elder  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Illinois,  Dr.  Furnish  came  to 
Perkins  in  1959.  He  is  the  author  of 
three  books  and  co-author  and 
contributor  to  several  other  volumes 
and  a  frequent  contributor  of 
articles  to  scholarly  and 
professional  journals. 

Dr.  Furnish  is  currently  working 
on  a  commentary  on  II  Corinthians, 
the  first  complete  commentary  on 
the  book  published  in  English 
written  by  an  American. 


communicate  with  congregational 
members  about  fear  of  aging  are 
included  in  the  emphases. 

Contact  Perkins  Continuing 
Education  for  pre-registration 
information.  The  fee  is  $50;  two 
Continuing  Education  Units  of 
credit  will  be  issued  for  those 
making  advance  request. 


Perkins  Authors  Tea 
Bridwell  Library 
Tuesday,  February  2 
4:30-6:00p.m. 


MINISTERS’  WEEK  WORKSHOPS 
1982 

Workshops  are  organized  each  afternoon,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
from  2:30-4:30  p.m.,  during  Ministers’  Week.  Participants  are  invited 
to  register  at  the  registration  area  in  McFarlin  Auditorium.  We 
suggest  that  you  register  for  one  workshop  each  afternoon. 

1.  “Leadership  in  Worship ” 

Dr.  H.  Grady  Hardin,  Professor  Emeritus 

2.  "Strengthening  the  Adult  Sunday  School  Class" 

Professor  Richard  Murray,  Professor  of  Christian  Education 

3.  “Mission  in  the  World  Today" 

Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  General  Secretary,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  New  York 

4.  “Conference  on  Psalmody  in  The  United  Methodist  Church" 

The  Reverend  Roger  Deschner,  Director  of  the  Master  of 
Sacred  Music  Program. 

A  continuation  of  the  weekend  conference  involving  practical 
work  towards  a  new  Psalter  for  the  church. 
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Black  Seminarians 
Conference  Invites 
Top  Leadership 

Dr.  C.  Eric  Lincoln,  Duke 
Theological  Seminary,  will  deliver 
the  keynote  address  at  the  Seventh 
Annual  Conference  on  Black 
Theology,  to  be  held  March  30,  31, 
and  April  1  and  2, 1982. 

The  emphasis  of  the  conference 
carries  twin  focal  points  on 
evangelism  and  social  ethics, 
particularly  from  the  Black 
perspective. 

Other  leaders  include  Dr.  Enoch 
Goldsby  from  St.  Louis,  Dr.  William 
Pannell  from  Pasadena,  and  Dr.  J. 
Alfred  Smith  from  San  Francisco. 
The  Reverend  Cecil  Williams  from 
San  Francisco  will  lead  worship 
celebrations  and  other  activities. 

Events  of  the  four-day  conference 
are  open  to  anyone  interested  in 
participating  at  a  nominal 
registration  fee. 

Hispanic 

Viewpoint 

Represented 

Its  unique  location  in  the  South¬ 
western  United  States  gives  Perkins 
both  an  obligation  and  an 
opportunity  to  serve  the  Hispanic 
population  through  the  Mexican- 
American  Program.  Collaborating 
with  the  Rio  Grande  Conference,  the 
program  also  involves  Hispanics 
and  other  persons  from  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Florida,  Illinois, 
California,  Puerto  Rico,  and  other 
Spanish-speaking  areas. 

The  program  encourages 
inclusion  of  the  Hispanic 
perspective  in  regular  curriculum 
courses. 

One  large  task  of  the  program  is 
the  coordination  of  the  summer 
Course  of  Study  in  Spanish,  offering 
local  pastors  an  opportunity  for 
advanced  training.  A  number  of 
continuing  education  events  are 
organized  during  each  year. 

An  Hispanic  theological  journal, 
Apuntes,  completed  its  first  year  of 
publication  under  joint  sponsorship 
of  Perkins  and  the  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

Women  at  Perkins 

The  numbers  of  women  enrolling 
at  Perkins  continues  to  move  up, 
with  a  total  of  131  enrolled  this  year, 
comprising  about  30%  of  the  total 
student  enrollment. 

This  figure  represents  an  increase 
of  eight  percent  over  last  year’s 
enrollment.  Statistics  become 
significant  when  compared  with 
only  29  women  who  were  enrolled  in 
the  fall  of  1970. 

One  hundred  twenty-six  of  the 
women  enrolled  are  pursuing 
degrees.  Eighty-four  are  enrolled  in 
the  basic  ministerial  degree 
program,  nine  in  religious 
education,  23  in  sacred  music,  four 
in  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  Program, 
and  six  in  the  Ph.D.  Program. 

Perkins  women  assume  active 
roles  in  all  phases  of  the  school, 
leading  in  worship,  planning  and 
carrying  out  events  through  the 
year,  and  ministering  in  a  number 
of  nearby  local  churches. 
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Perkins  Alumni/ae 
Staff  New  Religion 
School  at  OCU 

The  dean  and  all  three  fulltime 
professors  at  Oklahoma  City 
University’s  newly-created  School 
of  Religion  and  Church  Vocations 
are  alumni  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  and/or  SMU. 

Dean  Richard  C.  Bush  (’44,  ’46), 
who  has  overseen  the  school's  initial 
development  at  United  Methodist- 
related  OCU,  is  also  a  former 
member  of  the  Perkins  faculty.  For 
several  years  he  was  Director  of 
School-Church  Relations  and 
assistant  professor  of  the  history  of 
religions  at  the  theology  school. 

Also  staffing  the  fledgling  School 
of  Religion  and  Church  Vocations 
are  Dr.  Robert  L.  Jones  (’51), 
professor  of  church  history  and 
Bible;  Dr.  A.  W.  Martin,  Jr.  (’51); 
and  Elizabeth  Price  (’65),  Christian 
education. 

The  school,  which  opened  in  1980, 
already  offers  a  broad  range  of 
undergraduate  courses  and  six 
graduate  courses  toward 
consecration  of  diaconal  ministers. 
Within  the  next  few  years  it  expects 
to  offer  a  Master  of  Arts  in  Religion 
degree  with  several  tracks  of 
options. 

Its  goal  is  to  prepare  students  for 
a  variety  of  professional  leadership 
roles  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  other  Christian 
communions. 

Church’s  Support 
Strong  for 
Intern  Program 

During  the  1981-82  academic  year 
the  76  interns  will  receive  a  total  of 
over  $550,000  in  stipends,  housing, 
car  and  moving  expenses  from  their 
teaching  congregations  or  agencies. 

In  addition,  field  instructors  are 
contributing  $100,000  in  an  in  kind 
contribution  of  their  time.  The 
average  cost  per  hour  for  52  pastors 
was  determined  by  calculating  the 
salary  cost  plus  utilities  plus  a  22% 
addition  for  parsonage  value  and 
dividing  the  same  by  2600  hours:  52 
weeks  at  50  hours  per  week.  On  this 
basis  the  lowest  per  hour  cost  was 
$5.12,  while  the  highest  was  $16.98. 
The  average  cost  per  hour  for  all  52 
pastors  was  $9.54.  The  average  per 
hours  cost  was  multiplied  by  the  68 
hour  per  year  supervisory  time  plus 
in  some  cases  additional  initial 
training  time. 

There  are  543  lay  persons  serving 
on  intern  committees.  A 
conservative  estimate  is  that  lay 
members  will  serve  19  hours  the 
first  semester  and  12  the  second.  We 
calculated  80%  attendance  (which  is 
conservative).  We  used  the  average 
pastoral  per  hour  cost  to  determine 
the  in  kind  value  of  the  time  of 
members  of  the  intern  committees 
to  be  translated  to  $134,493. 

Thus  the  intern  placements  have  a 
total  investment  in  the  future 
leadership  of  the  Church  in  this 
year’s  Intern  Program  of : 

Cash  cost  $558,261 

In  kind  pastor  time  100,144 

In  kind  lay  time  134,492 

$792,897 


This  amount  is  in  addition  to  the 
Perkins  cash  budget  for  1981-82  for 
the  Intern  Program  of  $242,419  plus 
$24,000  additional  student  stipend 
aid.  The  total  investment  for  this 
current  year  from  all  sources  is 
$1,059,316.00. 

Though  interns  from  Perkins  now 
are  required  only  one  semester  of 
service,  the  trend  has  been  towards 
more  students  serving  for  nine 
months  or  one  year  in  their  intern 
assignment.  While  this  increases  the 
commitment  required  of  both  the 
church  and  the  student,  the  greater 
value  received  is  widely  recognized. 
Student  interns  serve  in  a  variety  of 
assignments,  mostly  in  local 
churches.  However,  interns  also 
serve  in  hospital  chaplaincies, 
campus  student  work  assignments, 
and  other  specialized  ministries,  all 
toward  the  goal  of  providing 
experience  in  the  practice  of 
ministry. 

Following  their  intern  year, 
students  return  for  their  final  hours 
of  studies,  in  many  cases  with  a 
sharpened  awareness  of  needs  for 
particular  concentrations. 

Life-Long  Learning 
for  Preachers 

Continuing  education  for  clergy 
persons  has  received  increasing 
recognition  as  a  crucial  element  in 
enhancing  the  quality  of  their 
ministry. 

The  strong  commitment  of 
Perkins  to  the  goals  of  continuing 
education  has  been  illustrated 
during  the  past  15  years.  A  faculty 
member  is  appointed  as  director  of 
the  program  and  a  significant 
financial  commitment  makes 
possible  a  variety  of  offerings. 
Professor  Richard  T.  Murray 


combined  these  duties  with  his 
Christian  education  leadership  in 
the  past.  The  Reverend  Bill 
Matthews  joined  the  staff  two  years 
ago  as  associate  director.  Now  a 
further  transition  has  taken  place 
with  the  appointment  of  Dr.  John  C. 
Holbert  as  director  of  the  D  Min. 
program  and  continuing  education. 

Workshops,  Seminars, 
and  Guided  Studies 

During  the  coming  months,  short¬ 
term  courses  will  be  offered  in 
“Pastoral  Care  and  Older  Persons,” 
“Developing  Spirituality,”  and  in 
“Storytelling.”  The  May  inter-term 
and  summer  school  courses  are 
often  opened  for  pastors  on  a 
continuing  education  basis,  which 
means  reduced  rates  for  their  study 
time,  yet  with  full  access  to  the 
resources  of  the  particular  class  for 
which  they  enroll.  For  example, 
during  the  inter-term,  May  17-28, 
Bishop  Stowe  will  offer  a  course  on 
“Methodist  Polity,”  and  Dr. 
William  Farmer  teaches  on  "The 
Parables  of  Jesus.” 

Summer  Opportunities 

Summer  courses  in  Old 
Testament,  New  Testament,  and 
pastoral  counseling  will  be  available 
for  continuing  education  enroll¬ 
ment. 

Group  Guided  Studies  are 
available  on  a  wide  range  of  topics 
for  individuals  and  groups  who 
conduct  a  self-study  program,  with 
library  and  faculty  support. 

Please  take  note  of  individual 
continuing  education  events  and 
register  on  an  individual  basis  with 
the  Office  of  Continuing  Education, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  Texas  75275. 


MOVING 
AHEAD 
Iwith  TRAINED 
LEADERSHIP 


MINISTERIAL  EDUCATION  FUND 

Few  other  gifts  can  bring  you  more  immediate  and  lasting 
benefits  or  help  insure  the  future  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  Ministerial  Education  Fund  underwrites  these  basic 
responsibilities:  ■  Training  for  over  2000  students  in  our 
13  United  Methodist  seminaries  ■  Continuing  education  for 
clergy  in  all  avenues  of  ministry.  The  first  25<t  of  each 
dollar  remains  in  your  annual  conference  for  the  continuing 
education  of  your  pastor  —  all  pastors  —  a  new  requirement 
of  our  denomination. 

The  balance  provides  basic  support  for  each  United  Methodist 
seminary  helping  prepare  men  and  women  for  ministry. 

TRAINED  LEADERSHIP  IS  A  MUST.  YOUR  GENEROUS 
SUPPORT  OF  THE  M.E.F.  IS  ESSENTIAL. 


P  „.Y  To  lean 
l  .  ^  MEF,  P 


To  leam  more  about  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund  write; 
MEF,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  TN  37202 
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A  Supplement  To  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


Gifts  Sustain 
Seminary 

Gifts  play  an  important  part  in 
sustaining  the  seminary  program  of 
training  persons  for  the  ministry. 
Those  specific  gifts  often  appear 
large  in  dollar  amounts.  The 
application  quickly  diminishes  their 
effect. 

For  example,  current  gifts  to 
operating  income  support  totals 
almost  $800,000,  of  which  over 
$700,000  comes  through  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund 
offerings  received  in  local  churches. 
This  amount  is  allocated  to  Perkins 
on  the  basis  of  an  agreed  formula 
among  United  Methodist 
Seminaries  and  represents 
approximately  one-fourth  of  the 
annual  operating  expense.  Other 
substantial  amounts  have  come  for 
the  designated  support  of  the 
McCreless  Chair  of  Evangelism  and 
for  support  of  the  Graduate' 
Program  of  Religious  Studies. 

Restricted  funds  which  are  given 
for  designated  programs  totaled 
$66,000  in  1979-80,  and  $74,000  in  1980- 
81.  This  amount  includes  specific 
gift  scholarship  awards  designated 
for  individual  students  plus 
alumni/ae  gifts  for  scholarship 
assistance.  These  two  items 
represented  almost  one-half  of  the 
total  restricted  or  specified  gifts. 

Endowment  funds  given  to 
Perkins  included  substantial  gifts  to 
add  to  endowment  for  the  Intern 
Program.  Only  earnings  on  these 
funds  are  available  for  expenditure. 
The  intern  program  received  about 
$175,000  in  the  last  two  years  for 
endowment  gifts.  A  similar  amount 
was  received  in  the  last  two  years 
for  scholarship  endowed  funds. 

The  other  gift  received  by  the 
Seminary  during  the  past  two 
years  was  a  contribution  designated 
for  acquisition  of  rare  books,  given 
by  the  Bridwell  Foundation  for 
Bridwell  Library. 

Each  gift  received  by  the 
Seminary  is  carefully  administered 
to  apply  to  the  purposes  for  which 
the  donor  has  requested  their 
application,  or  to  the  areas  of 
greatest  need  as  determined  by  the 
administrative  officers  of  the 
school. 


Inquiries  about  plans  for  giving 
may  be  made  to  Dean  James  E. 
Kirby. 


STUDY  STYLE  IN  THEOLOGY  is 
exhibited  by  Jerry  Sumney.  who's  doing 
concentrated  study  in  theology  towards 
eventual  work  on  his  Ph.D.  Coming  from 
Florida  and  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  Jerry  symbolizes  the  diversity  of 
students  who  find  the  resources  of 
Bridwell  Library  and  of  the  school 
helpful  to  their  academic  goals. 


THE  SEMINARIANS  SANG  TEXAS  this  year  as  they  itinerated  to  north,  central,  and  east  Texas  for  eight  concerts.  Directed 
by  Roger  Deschner,  the  50-voice  choir  is  a  voluntary  organization  made  up  of  men  and  women  in  several  of  the  degree  programs 
of  the  school  of  theology  plus  several  spouses.  This  year’s  concerts  focused  on  Psalms  and  renewed  interest  in  the  singing  of  the 
Psalms.  The  tour  each  year  goes  to  a  different  part  of  the  country,  this  year  staying  fairly  close  to  home.  The  Singers  will  repeat 
their  concert  on  Wednesday  afternoon  during  Ministers’  Week,  February  3.  at  4 : 30  p.m.  in  Perkins  Chapel. 


Psalms  Featured 
for  Music  Conference 

The  concentration  for  the  annual 
Music  Workshop  is  on  the  Psalms, 
beginning  January  31  and 
continuing  into  workshop  sessions 
during  Ministers’  Week. 

National  leaders  and  resource 
persons  provide  help  for  both 
ministers  and  musicians  in  the 
workshop,  jointly  sponsored  by 
Perkins  and  the  section  on  worship. 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Richard 
Eslinger  and  Elise  Shoemaker  are 
consultants  from  the  board.  Other 
leaders  are  Dr.  Horace  Alien, 
Brookshire,  Massachusetts,  and 
Brother  Samuel  Webber,  St. 
Meinrad’s  Seminary,  Indiana. 

An  “Evensong  Psalm 
Celebration”  opens  the  event 
Sunday,  January  31,  at  8:15  p.m., 
followed  by  a  full  day  of  workshops 
on  Monday,  afternoon  workshops  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  pre- 
lecture  Psalm-singing  sessions  in 
McFarlin  Auditorium  each  evening 
at7:30  p.m. 

Register  with  the  office  of  Roger 
Deschner  at  Perkins. 


THE  COMPUTER  TERMINAL  IN 
BRIDWELL  LIBRARY  gives  access  to 
_  over  seven  and  one-half  million  records 
in  the  international  library  computer 
center.  Page  Thomas,  Associate 
Librarian  at  Bridwell,  is  the  frequent 
operator  arranging  for  inter-library 
lending,  ordering  custom-printed 
catalogue  cards,  and  locating  library 
resources  for  persons  researching  a  wide 
variety  of  topics.  All  of  Bridwell’s 
resource  processing  is  now  handled  by 
computer  connected  into  the  system.  In 
one  typical  month  this  year,  over  two 
million  catalogue  cards  were  printed  by 
the  OCLC  Center,  330,000  books  were 
catalogued  into  the  system. 


CEU  Credits 
Offered 

Strong  emphasis  on  the 
importance  of  continuing  education 
among  United  Methodist  clergy  was 
made  a  matter  of  legislation  at  the 
1980  General  Conference,  when  each 
minister  was  urged  to  engage  in  an 
annual  experience.  Several  annual 
conferences  have  made  this  a 
matter  of  further  requirement  for 
maintaining  good  standing  in 
ministerial  credentials. 

Perkins  School  of  Theology 
applies  a  standard  policy  on  issuing 
Continuing  Education  Units  of 
credit  in  line  with  the  Association  of 
Southern  Colleges  and  Universities. 
Ten  contact  hours  of  classroom 
work,  under  competent  and 
recognized  leadership,  in  am 
experience  that  is  evaluatable  by 
means  of  written  or  group 
discussion  forms  the  basis  for  one 
unit  of  continuing  education  credit 
(or  one  CEU). 

The  purpose  of  continuing 
education  is  seen  as  helping  a 
person  gain  skills  in  the  practice  of 
ministry,  to  keep  up  with  current 
developments,  for  personal  enrich¬ 
ment,  and  to  shore  up  deficiencies  in 
one’s  functioning  as  a  minister.  The 
school  of  theology  becomes  a  pool  of 
resources  in  many  ways  to  serve  the 
needs  of  both  the  individual  and  the 
conferences  in  designing  and 
presenting  continuing  education 
opportunities. 

Summer  Spirituality 
Workshop 

Dwight  and  Ruth  Judy  will  jointly 
present  a  workshop  on  “Intensive 
Inner  Listening”  at  Perkins  June  28- 
July  2, 1982. 

Currently  engaged  in  doctoral 
studies  with  the  Institute  of  Trans¬ 
personal  Psychology  in  California, 
Dwight  and  Ruth  served  pastorates 
in  the  North  Texas  Conference. 


Perkins  Lay  Advisory  Council  Members  met  in  their  annual  session  to  hear  a 
review  of  curriculum  plans,  to  meet  with  a  group  of  students,  and  to  become 
acquainted  with  current  programs  and  directions  of  Perkins.  Mr.  Leo  Baker 
coordinates  the  group,  which  has  met  for  several  years.  Mr.  Robert  Campbell,  Mr. 
George  Ford.  Mr.  Howard  Taylor,  Mrs.  Jan  Wiksten,  Mr.  Baker,  and  Mrs.  Ruth 
Thomasson  were  among  those  from  Texas,  Oklahoma,  and  Louisiana  who  were 
present. 
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Iowa  UMs  held  in  Ghana  coup 


Compiled  From  News  Reports 

DES  MOINES  -  A  group  of  22  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  from  Iowa,  led  by 
Bishop  Wayne  K.  Clymer,  were  to 
arrive  back  in  Iowa  Wednesday  after 
being  stranded  in  Ghana  since  Dec.  31 
when  a  military  coup  closed  the 
international  airport  in  Accra. 

After  negotiations  with  the 
American  Embassy,  the  newly 
formed  government  allowed  the 
Iowans  to  move  by  bus  to  Lome,  Togo 
on  Jan.  6,  where  they  waited  for  seats 
on  flights  bound  for  the  U.S. 

The  group,  consisting  of  18  leaders 
of  United  Methodist  Men,  the  Rev. 
Frank  A.  Nichols,  the  bishop’s 
administrative  assistant  and  Bishop 
Clymer ’s  two  sons,  Richard  and 
Kenton,  was  on  a  three-nation  visit 
which  began  Dec.  27.  They  were 
scheduled  to  visit  Senegal  and  Liberia 
as  well. 

Mearle  Griffith,  director  of 


communication  for  the  Iowa  Annual 
Conference,  said  the  group  had  been 
“well  taken  care  of’’  by  both  the 
American  Embassy  in  Accra  and  by 
local  authorities  in  Accra  and  Lome. 
“The  only  delay  in  their  leaving  has 
been  the  problem  of  finding  space  on 
airplanes,”  he  said.  “Togo  is  at  the 
height  of  its  tourist  season  and  there 
are  few  flights  out,”  he  said  Jan.  7. 

Part  of  the  group  —  including  the 
bishop  —  was  scheduled  to  leave  by 
plane  on  Monday,  Jan.  11,  and  arrive 
in  Iowa  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Griffith 
said  last  week. 

Members  of  the  group  were  touring 
rural  development  projects  sponsored 
by  The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  when  the  coup  took  place. 
According  to  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines,  his 
office  sent  $90,000  in  aid  to  Ghana  last 
year  to  assist  a  mobile  fishery  school, 
agricultural  extension,  family 
planning  and  refugee  services.  Bishop 


Clymer  is  president  of  UMCOR,  a 
division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Dr.  Haines  said  he  had  been  in 
constant  touch  with  the  situation 
through  the  U.S.  State  Department’s 
West  Africa  Desk. 

The  coup  New  Year’s  Eve  was  led 
by  Jerry  John  Rawlings,  a  34-year-old 
former  air  force  pilot.  Two  years  ago 
he  ran  the  government  for  112  days 
before  giving  up  leadership  to  the 
elected  civilian  government  of 
President  Hilla  Limann.  Mr.  Rawlings 
was  reported  to  be  disappointed  in  Mr. 
Limann’s  performance  and  to  fear 
worsening  economic  and  political  con¬ 
ditions  would  result  from  what  he 
charged  was  the  corruption  of  the 
Limann  government. 

Mr.  Griffith  stressed  that  the  coup 
and  the  church  groups  delay  in  Ghana 
in  no  way  indicated  anti-U.S. 
sentiments  by  the  new  government. 


Relief  agency  opens  Polish  appeal 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Following  an 
eyewitness  report  of  successful  relief 
distribution  in  Poland,  Church  World 
Service  (CWS)  last  week  issued  a 
special  appeal  for  $1  million  to  aid  the 
Polish  people. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  announced  a  special 
appeal  for  $250,000  to  the  Polish  people 
as  its  part  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  relief  agency’s  effort. 

The  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines,  UMCOR 
director,  cited  reports  from  CWS 
relief  expert  Stanley  Mitton 
confirming  that  representatives  from 
relief  agencies  outside  Poland  are 
personally  delivering  the  supplies  to 
Polish  local  churches  and  institutions 
for  distribution  to  individuals  and 
families  without  government 
interference  or  influence. 


Stanley  Mitton,  Church  World 
Service’s  emergency  response 
director,  spent  from  Dec.  28-Jan.  2 
traveling  with  a  25-ton  truck  load  of 
food  and  other  supplies  from  a  Baltic 
port  near  the  East  German-Polish 
border,  400  miles  through  the  Polish 
countryside  to  Warsaw. 

In  a  telephone  interview  with  the 
Reporter  Jan.  7,  Mr.  Mitton  said  he 
believed  that  what  he  saw  in  Poland 
as  a  member  of  the  five-person  team 
representing  non-Polish  relief  agencies 
was  an  accurate  representation  of  how 
relief  is  being  distributed. 

“You’ve  got  to  rely  on  the  fact  that 
the  two  top  people  on  the  team  (he  and 
a  woman  from  Denmark)  have  been 
dealing  with  situations  like  this  for 
very  many  years.  I  have  operated  in 
65  or  70  countries  around  the  world. 
We,  I  think,  would  likely  recognize  if 
we  were  being  bamboozled  or  having 


the  wool  pulled  over  our  eyes." 

Mr  Mitton’s  group  delivered 
supplies  not  only  to  local  churches  and 
church  institutions,  but  to  some  Polish 
government-run  institutions  for 
elderly  persons. 

He  studied  supply  distribution 
records  at  Warsaw’s  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  which  listed  individuals  and 
families  receiving  the  goods  supplied 
by  persons  outside  Poland.  The  rec¬ 
ords,  which  included  the  recipient’s  de¬ 
nomination  as  well  as  address,  sug¬ 
gested  that  who  received  the  supplies 
was  determined  by  geography  as  well 
as  church-affiliation. 

The  January-March  $1  million 
appeal  is  to  provide  the  following : 

Food,  especially  sugar,  vegetable  oil, 
whole  milk  powder  and  baby  food;  per¬ 
sonal  hygiene  products;  clothing,  in¬ 
cluding  shoes ,  and  medical  supplies  such 
as  disposable  syringes  and  bandages. 


TV  ministry  directors 
flash  elear  ‘go’  signal 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

SHREVEPORT  —  In  a  business  where 
clear  signals  are  never  taken  for 
granted,  United  Methodism’s  policy¬ 
making  “National  Television  Presence 
and  Ministry”  steering  committee 
clearly  signaled  here  Jan.  8-9  that  the 
effort  is  still  alive. 

This  basic  “signal”  came  in  a 
unanimous  vote  by  the  20-some 
committee  members,  “with  vigor  and 
enthusiasm,”  to  continue.  But  beyond  the 
basic  go/no-go  decision,  other  unclear 
signals  remain.  Among  those  are: 

•  How  can  a  major  donor  campaign  be 
conducted  simultaneously  with  a  drive 
all  across  the  church  for  contributions, 
no  matter  how  small?  The  consensus 
here  was  that  the  campaign’s  financial 
goal  —  to  raise  at  least  $25  million  by  the 
end  of  1984  —  cannot  be  reached  without 
a  two-track  approach.  The  general  opin¬ 
ion  is  that  pan-church  campaigning 
must  be  promoted  primarily  by  bishops 
and  other  annual  conference  officials 
using  whatever  methods  they  choose  to 
reach  local  churches,  assisted  on 
invitation  by  national  campaign  staff. 

•  How  can  television  itself  be  used  as  a 
fund-raising  medium?  Some  committee 
members  insist  that  fund  appeals  on 
almost  any  kind  of  church-produced  pro¬ 
gramming  will  result  in  contributions. 
But  the  one  production  mounted  so  far, 
the  national  “uplink"  last  fall,  included 
no  fund  appeal,  and  none  has  been 
designed  for  future  programs. 

•  How  quickly  can  United  Methodist 
national  TV  programming  be  aired?  The 
committee  directed  that  this  be  done  as 
soon  as  possible  and  that  this  should 
include  not  only  new  national 
programming  but  also  prior  pro¬ 
gramming  available  from  other  United 
Methodist  sources.  This,  in  turn,  spills 
over  to  another  issue: 

•  How  can  the  national  campaign  be 
identified  with  United  Methodist 
television  efforts  locally  and  regionally? 
The  committee  adopted  a  new 
understanding  that  the  national  TV 
Presence  and  Ministry  “is  not  limited  to 
programs  produced  by  the  national  office 
of  United  Methodist  Communications” 
but  also  includes  programs  produced 
locally  and  regionally  as  “a  vital  part.” 
The  committee  also  identified  its  role  as 
that  of  “facilitating  the  production  and 
national  distribution  of  such  programs.” 
The  Public  Broadcasting  System  was 
mentioned  as  a  model  for  this  operation. 

•  What  will  be  the  content  of  United 
Methodist  TV  programs  and  who  will 
decide?  The  “what”  was  necessarily  left 
open,  depending  on  the  type  of  program 
and  the  source  (national,  regional  or 
local).  The  “who”  was  identified  as  the 
Mass  Communications  Committee  of 
United  Methodist  Communications,  the 
general  church  agency  charged  with 
conducting  the  campaign  and  launching 


the  Presence  and  Ministry. 

•  How  essential  is  a  national  chairman 
for  the  funds  campaign?  The  fund¬ 
raising  counsel  firm  which  was  retained 
until  last  month  had  insisted  such  a 
person,  preferably  a  potential  major 
donor,  was  vital.  But  it  was  indicated 
here  that  several  thousand  dollars  had 
been  spent  unsuccessfully  trying  to  get 
any  of  four  or  five  men  to  accept  the 
position.  An  ad  hoc  committee  is  to 
continue  the  search. 

Despite  these  ongoing  uncertainties, 
there  were  other  clear  signals  along  with 
the  basic  “go”  vote.  These  included: 

•  As  of  Jan.  7  the  campaign  had  spent 
just  under  $1  million  and  had  received 
$249,837  in  cash  or  pledges,  or  about  1 
percent  of  the  $25  million  goal. 

•  Staff  has  been  cut  and  realigned.  And 
senior  fund-raiser  the  Rev.  James 
McChesney  reported  that  he  and  staff 
have  scheduled  campaigns  in  the  next  six 
months  in  20  annual  conferences  with 
expectations  of  raising  $4  million, 
including  $500,000  in  cash. 

•  The  campaign  has  a  1982  budget  of 
$1,064,000  which  must  by  steering 
committee  direction,  “be  strictly 
adhered  to  ”  This  will  include  repayment 
of  the  $1  million  line  of  credit  extended  by 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 

•  The  host  church  for  this  meeting, 
First  UMC  of  Shreveport,  offered  the 
complete  use  of  its  $3  million  production 
and  satellite  facilities  not  only  to  the 
National  Television  Presence  and  Minis¬ 
try  but  as  a  new  and  integral  part  of  it. 
Steering  committee  members,  after 
touring  the  facilities  and  seeing 
examples  of  the  local  church’s  pio¬ 
neering  work  under  the  Rev.  D.  L. 
Dykes,  pastor,  accepted  the  offer  which 
could  lead,  among  other  things,  to  imme¬ 
diate  uplinking  throughout  the  western 
hemisphere. 

•  An  anonymous  $100,000  pledge  was 
announced. 


Emma  Brookshire 


First  U.S.  ‘test  tube  baby’  is  born 

NORFOLK,  Va.  —  Mrs.  Judith  Carr  of  Norfolk  takes  an  admiring  glance  at  her 
newborn  daughter,  Elizabeth,  on  Dec.  28  at  a  local  hospital.  Elizabeth  is  the  first  test- 
tube  baby  born  in  the\J.S.  Explaining  the  process,  doctors  said  an  egg  cell  removed 
from  Mrs.  Carr  was  successfully  fertilized  in  a  laboratory  dish  with  sperm  from  her 
husband.  The  resulting  embryo  was  then  inserted  into  her  womb  for  normal  gestation. 

Theologians  and  religious  spokespersons  were  divided  over  whether  this  creates 
any  ethical  problems.  One  reason  the  procedure  is  controversial  is  that  only  embryos 
that  appear  to  be  developing  normally  are  inserted  into  the  womb.  Others  are 
discarded,  which  makes  the  procedure  equivalent  to  abortion  in  the  eyes  of  some 
opponents. 

Defenders  argue  that  three-quarters  of  naturally-conceived  embryos  are  aborted 
by  the  mother’s  body.  In  many  cases,  she  does  not  know  that  conception  ever  took 
P*ace-  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


People  in  the 

She  hasn’t  missed  in  50  years 

Emma  Brookshire  hasn’t  missed 
Sunday  worship  service  in  50  years.  It 
hasn’t  been  an  easy  record  for  the 
woman,  age  84,  to  maintain.  She  has 
attended  service  in  a  wheelchair,  in  a 
hospital  bed  and  on  a  Greek  ship  dur¬ 
ing  a  tour  of  Europe.  She  has  even  hitch¬ 
hiked  to  church  in  sub-zero  weather. 

A  descendant  of  the  Durhams  who 
brought  United  Methodism  to  this 
Kentucky  area  —  40  miles  southwest 
of  Lexington  —  in  the  1700’s,  Mrs. 
Brookshire  can’t  remember  any  time 
when  she  didn’t  attend  church 
regularly.  She’s  the  great- 
granddaughter,  granddaughter, 
daughter,  sister  and  mother  of 
Methodist  and  United  Methodist 


news. . . 

ministers  and  church  work  has  been  a 
big  part  of  her  life. 

In  1931,  she  suffered  head  injuries  in 
an  automobile  accident  and  was 
unable  to  attend  church  until 
November  of  that  year.  When  she 
returned,  she  began  50  years  of 
perfect  church  attendance. 

A  member  of  Perryville  UMC,  Mrs. 
Brookshire  said,  “Besides  my  local 
church  I’ve  attended  worship  at  the 
Anglican  church  in  Jerusalem,  John 
Wesley’s  Chapel  and  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral  in  London,  and  early 
sabbath  morning  services  at  the 
Garden  Tomb  in  Jerusalem. 

An  adult  church  school  teacher  for 
57  years,  Mrs.  Brookshire  said  her 
travel  and  experiences  in  other 


UM  Senate  extends, 
refines  school  reviews 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  United  Methodism's 
University  Senate  last  Friday  responded 
to  some  of  the  criticisms  of  its  new 
review  process  for  non-UM  seminaries 
by  adopting  three  new  procedures. 

Those  changes  will  require  notification 
of  bishops  and  annual  conference 
officials  so  they  may  comment  before  a 
seminary  in  their  area  is  placed  off- 
limits  for  training  United  Methodist 
ministers. 

University  Senate  officials  also  studied 
the  appeals  of  several  seminaries  which 
they  removed  from  United  Methodism’s 
“approved  list”  last  June,  as  well  as 
schools  which  had  been  kept  on  a  kind  of 
“probation.” 

As  it  did  last  June,  the  senate  both 
discussed  the  schools  and  voted  behind 
closed  doors.  According  to  senate 
leaders,  the  reasoning  behind  each 
decision  will  not  be  shared  with  the 
public,  but  the  decisions  will  be 
announced  by  Jan.  26. 

The  eight  seminaries  discussed  here 
had  approximately  325  UM  ministerial 
students  before  the  University  Senate’s 
first  review  vote  last  June.  They  account¬ 
ed  for  15  percent  of  UM  ministerial  stu¬ 
dents  at  non-UM  seminaries.  Oral  Roberts 
University  and  Memphis  Theological,  of 
the  eight,  had  the  largest  numbers  of 
United  Methodists. 

Some  strong  opposition  from  within  the 
senate  was  expressed  toward  the 
decision  to  close  part  of  the  meeting 
Friday.  A  further  debate  will  occur  at  the 
senate’s  next  meeting  in  June  to  decide 
whether  to  adopt  a  policy  that  explains 
why  the  senate  should  be  exempt  from 
the  denomination’s  open  meetings 
resolution  when  it  reviews  schools. 

The  issue  ot  public  scrutiny  of  the 
senate  is  likely  to  be  an  even  more 
sensitive  one  as  the  senate  moves  into  a 


churches  enhanced  her  teaching.  She 
is  also  a  member  of  United  Methodist 
Women  and  has  been  Christian 
outreach  director  for  the  Women’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union  in 
Kentucky  for  35  years. 

During  several  illnesses,  Mrs. 
Brookshire’s  doctors  permitted  her  to 
attend  church  in  a  wheelchair. 
However,  she  was  recently  confined 
to  her  hospital  bed.  But  the  Rev. 
Frank  Phillips  saw  to  it  that  she  didn’t 
miss  church.  On  two  Sunday 
afternoons  Mr.  Phillips  and  others 
from  the  church  and  choir  gathered  in 
her  hospital  room.  “We  sang,  prayed 
and  passed  the  collection  plate,”  she 
recalled. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


new  extensive  review  of  the  135  colleges 
which  claim  a  relationship  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  a  few  senators 
told  the  Reporter.  They  said  many 
college  presidents  are  concerned  that  the 
results  of  this  “family  review”  stay 
within  the  “family.”  Presidents  of  UM 
educational  institutions  make  up  the 
largest  group  within  the  senate 
membership. 

The  senate  approved  a  foundation 
document  here  describing  how  it  expects 
to  review  the  UM-related  colleges  and 
the  criteria  to  be  used.  The  document 
notes  that  one  big  problem  is 
determining  what  constitutes  a 
relationship.  At  one  end  of  the  spectrum 
is  the  school  for  which  the  church  is  the 
“landlord,”  and  at  the  other,  schools 
which  “at  most  have  a  historical  tie.” 

The  document  repeatedly  stresses  that 
the  senate  does  not  expect  UM-related 
colleges  to  push  United  Methodism.  "The 
church’s  hope  (for  them)  is  not  specific  but 
general  in  nature,  calling  for  a  uniting  of 
knowledge  and  vital  piety  .  .  .  manifesting 
great  tolerance  for  differing  beliefs.” 

Nonetheless,  the  document  states  that 
the  goals  of  a  UM-related  college  should 
be: 

•  To  provide  liberally  educated  persons 
for  service  to  the  church  and  society; 

•  To  be  committed  to  value-centered 
inquiry  and  to  action  based  on  belief; 

•  To  nurture  the  moral,  spiritual  and 
intellectual  development  of  the  whole 
person,  and 

•  To  provide  a  major  means  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  pluralistic  culture. 

Most  of  those  are  not  among  the  goals 
of  secular  colleges  but  may  not  be  very 
obvious  in  some  UM-related  colleges 
either  because  of  the  “apparent  rift 
between  colleges  and  universities  and 
the  churches  in  the  1960s  and  ’70s.’’  The 
document  states  that  the  senate  will  seek 
to  nurture  the  related  colleges  in  meeting 
those  goals.  It  also  indicates  colleges  are 
more  interested  in  church  ties  now  that 
federal  support  of  higher  education  is 
dropping  and  the  traditional  student-age 
population  is  declining. 

The  senate’s  new  process  will  be  a 
major  change  from  the  old  style  of 
merely  accepting  schools  as  UM-related 
if  they  claimed  the  relation  and  were 
accredited  by  a  regional  accrediting 
body,  according  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  F. 
Trotter,  head  of  the  denomination's 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

He  said  consultation  between  colleges 
and  the  senate  already  is  well  under  way. 

The  new  procedures  adopted  last  week 
require  that  at  the  time  a  seminary  is 
invited  to  be  reviewed,  the  senate  notify 
the  bishop  and  the  annual  conference 
board  of  ordained  ministry  from  that 
area,  extending  the  opportunity  to  offer 
comments. 


‘Creation-science’  law  ruled  unconstitutional 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

LITTLE  ROCK  —  Arkansas’  creation- 
science  law  (Act  590)  was  ruled 
unconstitutional  last  week  as  “simply 
and  purely  an  effort  to  introduce  the 
biblical  version  of  creation  into  the 
public  school  curriculum”  by  U.S.  Dist. 
Judge  William  C.  Overton. 

Judge  Overton  said  in  his  38-page 
opinion  that  “The  act  was  passed  with 
the  specific  purpose  of  advancing 
religion.”  He  said  the  state’s  attorney 
general,  who  defended  the  law,  failed  to 
separate  the  creationist  view  of  man’s 
sudden  creation,  a  worldwide  flood  and  a 
relatively  young  earth  from  the  biblical 
account  in  Genesis. 

Unique  to  Genesis  account 

“The  account  of  sudden  creation  from 
nothing  and  subsequent  destruction  of 
the  world  by  flood  is  unique  to  Genesis,” 
said  the  judge,  who  is  a  United  Methodist 
layman.  “The  concepts  are  the  literal 
fundamentalists’  view  of  Genesis  ...  the 
ideas  are  not  merely  similar  to  the  literal 
interpretation  of  Genesis;  they  are 
identical  and  parallel  to  no  other  story  of 
creation.” 

The  basic  issue  in  the  case,  according 
to  the  judge,  was  whether  creationism  is 
science  or  religion.  The  Arkansas  law, 
passed  last  March,  required  that 
creation-science  receive  equal  time 
whenever  evolutionary  theory  was 
taught  and  wherever  the  topic  of  the 
origins  of  life,  the  earth  or  the  universe 


or  humanity  appear  in  lectures, 
textbooks,  library  materials  or 
educational  programs.  Religious 
writings  were  not  to  be  used. 

Witnesses  testifying  for  Act  590 
included  creation-scientists,  a  theologian 
and  educator  who  tried  to  show  that  the 
subject  could  be  taught  without 
references  to  God  or  the  Bible,  that 
creationism  is  legitimate  science  and 
that  students  would  benefit  from  “the 
two-model"  approach. 

Their  testimony,  however,  did  not 
focus  on  proving  creation-science 
legitimate  so  much  as  on  pointing  out 
problems  in  evolution  theory.  The 
supposition  was  that  evidence  against 
one  was  evidence  for  the  other,  said 
Deputy  Attorney  General  David 
Williams,  defense  lawyer. 

That  all  but  two  witnesses  (of  11)  said 
they  were  deeply  religious  funda¬ 
mentalists  who  believed  in  the  literal 
interpretation  of  the  Bible  created 
“problems”  for  the  defense,  wrote 
George  Wells,  a  reporter  for  the 
Arkansas  Gazette.  Two  witnesses,  a 
geologist  and  paleontologist,  said  they 
became  interested  in  their  subjects  be¬ 
cause  they  were  looking  for  proof  that 
Genesis  was  an  historic  account  of 
creation. 

Believes  ‘seeding’  from  space 

Dr.  N.  C.  Wickramashinghe, 
mathematician  and  astronomer  who  has 
collaborated  on  several  books  with  Sir 
Fred  Hoyle,  the  noted  British 


astronomer,  uisputed  Darwinian 
evolution  in  his  testimony  but  said  his 
own  theory  is  an  extension  of 
evolutionary  theory.  His  theory  is  that 
life  arose  from  “seeding”  by  organic 
materials  brought  from  space  by 
meteors.  On  cross  examination,  he  said 
he  had  no  “unequivocal  evidence”  that 
genetic  material  existed  in  space. 

The  suit,  filed  by  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  on  behalf  of  23 
plaintiffs,  argued  that  Act  590  violated 
the  First  Amendment  which  prohibits  the 
establishment  of  religion  by  the  state  and 
that  creation-science  is  actually  religious 
teaching  disguised  as  science. 

Five  of  the  plaintiffs,  including 
Arkansas  Area  Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Hicks, 
are  United  Methodist  ministers.  They 
were  joined  by  the  principal  officials  or 
bishops  of  the  Presbyterian,  Episcopal, 
Roman  Catholic,  Jewish,  Southern 
Baptist  and  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
churches  as  well  as  educators  and  public 
school  teachers. 

Bishop  Hicks,  the  first  to  take  the  stand 
to  testify  in  opposition  to  the  law, 
welcomed  the  judge’s  decision  as 
"appropriate”  on  the  basis  of  what  was 
learned  about  creationism  during  the 
eight-and-one-half  day  trial. 

Ruling  welcome 

He  said  he  felt  the  ruling  would  help 
stifle  attempts  to  impose  an  author¬ 
itarian  religious  system  upon  school 
c  irricula  and  would  “enhance  free 
inquiry  without  endangering  religious 


inquiry.”  Creation-science  legislation  is 
either  proposed  or  approved  in  21  states. 

The  legislation  was  sponsored  in 
Arkansas  by  Sen.  James  Hoisted,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  of  North  Little  Rock  who 
describes  himself  as  a  “born-again 
fundamentalist  Christian.” 

In  testimony,  he  said  the  law  was 
modelled  closely  after  one  proposed  by 
Paul  Ellwanger,  a  fundamentalist  of 
Anderson  County,  South  Carolina,  who 
heads  a  group  called  “Citizens  for 
Fairness  in  Education.” 

Mr.  Ellwanger’s  organization  drafted 
the  bill  by  using  literature  provided  by 
leading  creationists  (a  group  that 
believes  the  biblical  account  of  creation 
can  be  used  to  develop  a  scientific  model 
for  the  origins  of  life),  according  to 
testimony.  The  draft  was  circulated  in  at 
least  41  states. 

Sen.  Hoisted  told  the  Reporter  last 
May  his  primary  concern  was  that  a 
theory  which  includes  the  concept  of  a 
creator  be  taught  in  addition  to  the 
theory  of  evolution.  He  said  then,  "If  it  is 
not  constitutional,  it  should  be  struck 
down.” 

However,  even  before  last  week’s 
ruling,  both  defendants  and  plaintiffs 
said  they  would  appeal  the  ruling  to  the 
8th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  St. 
Louis.  Last  Friday,  Mr.  Williams  in  the 
attorney  general’s  office  said,  “We 
consider  an  appeal  likely  although  a 
definite  decision  has  not  been  made.” 
Ultimately,  many  observers  believe  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  will  decide  the  issue. 


Handbells 
Ring  Out 
Christian  Joy! 

Beautiful  bronze  handbells 
can  add  a  new  dimension 
of  joy  to  your  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  People  of  all  ages 
enjoy  listening  to  handbell 
choirs,  and  they  enjoy  playing 
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in  them,  too!  Even 
background  can  east 


PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTEh 


Evangelists  told  not  to  be  timid 

No  barriers  said  tolerable  to  Christian  message 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Some  1,400 
United  Methodist  evangelism  leaders 
were  told  to  not  be  timid  about 
evangelizing  the  world  for  fear  of 
offending  persons  of  other  faiths  or  non¬ 
believers  by  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon 
here  last  week. 

In  his  keynote  address,  the  Raleigh 
Area  leader  said  Christianity  survived 
its  early  years  because  of  its  intolerance. 
“Had  early  Christianity  been  tolerant  of 
other  religions  and  ideologies,  it  might 
have  survived  as  (only)  a  minor  cult.” 

“We  can  accept  no  barriers  and 
exclusions  for  the  Christian  message 
which  is  for  all  people  in  all  ages,”  he 
added. 

In  the  same  vein,  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols  of  the  New  York  Area, 
challenged  critics  who  say  evangelistic 
zeal  must  be  softened  during  a  time  when 
Christians  are  building  bridges  of 
reconciliation  with  persons  of  other 
faiths.  “Authentic  evangelism  is 
affirmative,”  he  said.  “We  share  in  love 
with  those  who  will  listen  to  the  Good 
News  we  have  received  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Bishop  Nichols,  in  delivering  the 


Denman  Lectures,  called  for  “spiritual 
resuscitation"  of  the  church.  He  said  it  is 
the  role  of  evangelism  to  “provide  a 
choice  between  true  community  with 
God  and  chaos  without  God.  ” 

Bishop  Nichols  said  the  local  church  is 
where  the  “wheels  of  faith  hit  the  road." 
He  itemized  those  “wheels”  as  reaching 
the  unreached,  personal  growth  groups, 
mission  and  stewardship. 

He  encouraged  the  creation  of  short¬ 
term,  “stop  and  go”  care  groups  in  every 
local  church  where  persons  can  be  taught 
the  relevance  of  Christianity  to 
everything  on  earth  and  beyond.”  He 
said  such  groups  could  focus  on  any  topic 
but  Bible  study  should  be  the  core. 

The  congress  is  held  every  other  year 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Council  of 
Evangelism,  an  autonomous  group 
affiliated  with  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  President 
of  the  council  is  the  Rev.  Charles  Whittle 
of  First  UMC,  Abilene,  Tex. 

In  her  first  major  address  as  head  of 
United  Methodism’s  social  action 
agency,  Haviland  Houston  made  a  plea 
for  open  dialogue  across  the  church  on 


difficult  social  issues. 

The  evangelists  received  the  new 
executive  warmly  as  she  called  on  them 
to  help  insure  that  an  unfragmented 
Gospel  is  “preached,  taught  and  given  an 
opportunity  to  be  lived  out."  She  was  to 
move  to  Washington,  D  C.  the  day  after 
her  address  here  (Jan.  5)  to  assume  her 
duties  as  General  Secretary  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

She  said  her  agency  “will  move  away 
from  any  kind  of  elitism  that  denies 
people  their  rightful  opportunity  to 
participate  and  struggle  with  social 
justice  issues  in  the  light  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Instead  of  answers,  she  said  she  hopes 
the  board  can  reach  the  local  church  with 
questions.  “It  is  the  absence  of  raising 
the  questions  today  in  many  of  our  local 
churches  that  is  deadening  to  our  spirit,” 
she  said. 

Knowledge,  presentation  and  sharing 
of  the  Gospel  should  be  the  first  priority 
of  every  Christian,  said  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  of  Houston.  “Evangelism 
can’t  share  top  billing  with  any  other 
effort.  Evangelism  is  foundational.” 


Bishop  asks  100  new  Arizona  churches 


LOS  ANGELES  —  Arizona  United 
Methodists  recently  were  challenged  by 
their  bishop  to  start  100  new  congrega¬ 
tions  in  their  state  before  the  end  of  the 
century. 

United  Methodism’s  growth  in  Arizona 
should  be  so  dramatic  that  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Western  Jurisdiction  will  have  to 
set  up  a  new  episcopal  area,  with  the 
bishop’s  office  probably  located  in  Phoe¬ 
nix,  according  to  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell. 

Bishop  Tuell  presides  over  the  Los 
Angeles  Area  which  includes  Hawaii, 
Guam,  virtually  all  of  Arizona  and  the 
southern  third  of  both  California  and 
Nevada 

The  bishop  issued  his  challenge  to 
clergy  and  laity  at  rallies  in  Tucson, 


Phoenix  and  Sun  City,  according  to  a 
conference  news  release. 

Basing  the  need  for  new  churches  on  a 
conservative  estimate  of  the  population 
growth  and  the  number  who  would 
probably  be  United  Methodists,  Bishop 
Tuell  projected  a  need  for  100  churches  to 
handle  at  least  an  additional  50,000 
United  Methodists  in  that  state.  That 
would  slightly  more  than  double  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  state. 

While  saying  he  in  no  way  was  projec¬ 
ting  a  new  episcopal  area  with  any 
knowledge  of  when  it  might  happen,  he 
nevertheless  suggested  that  some  action 
in  this  direction  would  probably  be  taken 
at  the  1984  Western  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference. 


He  went  on  to  indicate  that  to  begin  to 
accomplish  the  task  of  starting  100 
congregations  would  require  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  financial  effort.  He  made  it 
clear  that  the  new  Area  Fund  Develop¬ 
ment  Office  would  be  prepared  to  assist 
in  developing  innovative  financial  plan¬ 
ning  to  accomplish  this. 

District  Superintendents  Tom  Farley 
of  Phoenix  and  Gene  Collett  of  Tucson 
have  indicated  that  committees  already 
are  at  work  in  their  districts. 

Bishop  Tuell,  whose  episcopal  area  in¬ 
cludes  10  languages  spoken  in  local  chur¬ 
ches,  emphasized  that  a  major  focus 
would  be  necessary  in  being  sure  that 
peoples  of  various  ethnic  origins  would 
be  served  by  the  new  churches. 


Agencies  break  ties  with  S.  Africa  group 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Two  United  Methodist 
agencies  have  cut  virtually  all  their 
controversial  ties  with  a  committee 
which  planned  —  and  now  is  carrying  out 
the  recommendations  of  —  the  Oct.  9-11 
conference  on  southern  Africa  here. 

The  severances  are  not  a  response  to 
criticism  of  the  agencies’  involvement 
but  result  from  a  temporary  staff  short¬ 
age  and  general  agreement  that  the  main 
thing  the  agencies  had  wanted  was  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  conference  itself, 
according  to  staff  members  of  the  two 
agencies  —  the  Women’s  Division 
(UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries)  and  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

The  two  agencies  had  provided  staff 


and  office  space  and  permitted  the  use  of 
the  United  Methodist  name  on  publicity 
and  stationery  for  the  Oct.  9-11  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Solidarity  with  the  Liberation 
Struggles  of  the  Peoples  of  Southern 
Africa.  The  World  Division  of  Global 
Ministries  gave  money. 

According  to  staff : 

•  The  conference  committee  no  longer 
uses  the  United  Methodist  name  in  its 
literature,  letterhead  or  publicity. 

•  The  committee  has  moved  out  of  the 
United  Methodist  Office  for  the  UN. 

•  The  Women’s  Division  staff  person 
who  had  been  on  the  31-member  confer¬ 
ence  committee  has  not  attended  a  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  since  Thanksgiving.  She 
is  going  on  sabbatical,  and  her  super¬ 
visor,  Mia  Adjali,  soon  will  be  going  on 
maternity  leave.  Ms.  Adjali  said  no  offi¬ 


cial  decision  has  been  made  not  to  associ¬ 
ate  with  the  conference  committee  but 
that  she  considers  it  unlikely  United 
Methodists  will  send  a  representative  to 
the  committee  any  more. 

Only  two  other  members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  were  religious  representatives.  Most 
members  belong  to  international  groups 
such  as  African  liberation  movements, 
the  U.S.  Peace  Council,  the  Communist 
Party,  USA,  and  the  International  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Democratic  Lawyers. 

Ms.  Adjali  said  agency  staff  will  get  a 
copy  of  the  conference  committee’s  plan 
for  action  when  it  is  finished  and  consider 
what  parts  deserve  consideration  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  general  boards.  The  agen¬ 
cies  will  continue  searching  for  ways  the 
church  can  help  eliminate  the  apartheid 
system  of  government  in  South  Africa. 


Retiree  revieivs 
his  40  years 
on  Capitol  Hill 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  -  Sam  Griffin,  65, 
retired  last  month  as  director  of  the 
service  department  of  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Chur¬ 
ch  and  Society  after  40  years  of  what 
began  as  “temporary”  work. 

Mr.  Griffin,  who  came  to  work 
fulltime  in  1941  for  the  Board  of  Tem¬ 
perance  —  a  forerunner  of  today’s 
agency  —  said  he  started  at  the  board 
on  a  temporary  basis  after  three 
years  as  a  page  in  the  United  States 
Senate  (until  age  16)  and  various  jobs 
at  the  Capitol. 

This  career  has  kept  him  on  Capitol 
Hill.  The  United  Methodist  Building, 
at  Maryland  Avenue  and  First  Street, 
is  just  north  of  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  building  and  just  across  from 
the  Capitol.  “I  used  to  live  just  a  block 
or  so  away  from  here,”  Mr.  Griffin 
said,  smiling.  He  leans  back  in  his  of¬ 
fice  chair  and  smooths  his  graying 
hair.  “I  guess  you’d  say  I  grew  up  on 
Capitol  Hill,”  he  said.  “My  father  was 
head  doorkeeper  at  die  Senate, 
worked  at  the  capitol  for  40  years.” 

First  brush  with  Methodism 

He  laughs,  remembering  his  first 
brush  with  Methodism.  “I  can 
remember  when  they  built  this 
(United  Methodist)  building  because 
as  a  12-year-old  kid  I’d  come  over 
here  with  my  friends  and  climb  the 
steel  beams  and  get  chased  away  by 
the  watchman.  I  never  thought  then 
I’d  end  up  working  here.  ” 

As  service  director,  Mr.  Griffin  was 
circulation  manager  for  the  magazine 
Engage/Social  Action  and  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  handling  accounts  and  mail 
orders  from  every  corner  of  the  UMC. 
He  will  continue  working  as  an  ad¬ 
visor  for  a  few  months,  he  said. 

“I’ve  seen  the  board  go  through 
many  changes”  during  the  last  40 
years,  he  said. 

The  emphasis  was  on  alcohol  and 
abstinence  when  he  started  at  the 
Board  of  Temperance,  Mr.  Griffin 
said.  "The  agency  also  had  a  stance 
against  gambling  and  smoking,  but 
most  of  the  emphasis  was  on  drinking 
during  the  1940’s  and  ’50s. 

In  1960  the  board  merged  with  the 
Board  of  World  Peace  and  the  Board 
of  Social  and  Economic  Relations  to 
become  the  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns.  “There  was  quite  a  change 
at  that  point  because  it  brought  in  new 
emphasis  and  new  issues,”  Mr.  Grif¬ 
fin  said.  “Today,  the  board’s  em¬ 
phasis  is  on  social  problems  with 
more  long-reaching  impact  on  the 
church  in  the  world.” 

Through  the  years,  the  size  and 
scope  of  his  responsibilities  have  also 
changed.  The  former  board  —  known 
then  as  now  as  “papering”  the  church, 


Sam  Griffin  has  had  the  inside  view 
of  40  years  of  changes  in  the 
denomination’s  approach  to  social 
issues. 

sent  out  75,000  copies  of  “The  Voice” 
to  pastors  and  lay  persons,  doing 
all  the  addressing,  bundling  and 
processing  them  by  hand.  Those 
procedures  sharply  contrast  with  the 
present  system. 

The  faces  and  leadership  of  the 
board  have  seen  many  changes,  too, 
Mr.  Griffin  recalled.  He  served  under 
five  chief  executives  —  Ernest 
Cherrington,  Caradine  Hooton  and 
Bishop  Wilbur  C.  Hammaker  of  Tem¬ 
perance;  A.  Dudley  Ward  and  George 
H.  Outen  of  Christian  Social  Concerns 
(now  Church  and  Society).  “Now  I’m 
leaving  just  as  Haviland  Houston  is 
coming  on,”  he  said,  referring  to  the 
board’s  first  woman  chief  executive. 
"Things  have  really  changed.” 

Felt  ‘great  satisfaction' 

Mr.  Griffin  said  he  has  “found  great 
satisfaction  in  working  for  an 
organization  doing  good  in  the  world.” 
He  also  remembers  the  dramas  which 
have  rocked  the  agency,  the  most 
“traumatic”  in  his  view  being  the  re¬ 
organization  of  the  staff  in  December 
of  1980.  “The  board  was  restructured 
and  that  necessitated  hiring  new  staff 
and  changing  people  around,”  he 
said.  “I  lost  some  close  associates  in 
the  shuffle  —  people  who  had  meant  a 
lot  to  me  professionally  and  per¬ 
sonally  over  the  years.”  He  is,  con¬ 
fident,  however,  that  the  board  will 
continue  to  flourish  under  the  new 
structure. 

A  former  Baptist,  he  became  a 
Methodist  30  years  ago.  A  20-year 
member  of  Forest  Memorial  UMC,  in 
Forestville,  Md.,  he  has  “held  just 
about  every  position  in  my  local 
church,”  he  said.  He  is  presently  the 
chairman  of  the  pastor-parish  relations 
committee,  a  member  of  the  church’s 
administrative  board,  finance  and 
building  committees.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Baltimore  con¬ 
ference’s  Board  of  Christian  Social 
Concerns. 
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UMs  became 
more  active 
during  1980 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

All  in  all,  the  1980  vital  statistics  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  could  be  called  the  most  en¬ 
couraging  in  years. 

Complete  statistics  from  1981  about  the 
UMC  won’t  be  available  for  several  months. 
But  the  official  and  final  statistics  from 
1980  recently  were  released  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration. 

Although  the  decade-long  membership 
decline  continued  through  1980,  United 
Methodists  were  more  actively  involved 
in  their  churches  than  during  1979. 

More  of  them  regularly  attended  Sun¬ 
day  worship  services  and  church  school 
classes.  On  an  average  Sunday  in  1980, 
about  40,000  more  persons  were  at¬ 
tending  the  principal  worship  service  at 
a  United  Methodist  church  than  in  1979. 
That  was  a  1.1  percent  increase  to  more 
than  3.5  million  per  Sunday. 

Even  the  0.68  percent  membership 
drop  of  65,500  to  approximately  9.52 
million  members  had  a  positive  side.  It 
was  the  second  smallest  drop  of  the 
decade. 

Membership  in  church  school  classes 
dropped  by  a  lesser  percentage  —  one- 
half  of  a  percent  (21,000)  —  to  4.2  million. 

But  church  school  attendance  rose  to 
approximately  2.1  million  each  week. 
The  increase  of  1,000  —  less  than  one- 
tenth  of  a  percent  —  during  an  average 
week  marked  the  first  time  in  19  years 
that  the  number  had  not  dropped. 

An  authority  on  denominational 
statistical  trends,  the  Rev.  Warren  Hart-: 
man  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  has  said  the  turn-around  in 
attendance  at  worship  services  and 
church  school  classes  may  foretell  a  turn¬ 
around  in  membership  trends  soon. 

Although  the  UMC  has  been  starting  an 
average  of  one  new  congregation  per 
week  during  the  last  four  years,  a  larger 
number  of  churches  were  closed.  The 
total  number  of  organized  United 
Methodist  churches  dropped  by  27  to 
38,444  during  1980. 

Increases  were  shown  in  all  financial 
categories.  The  grand  total  given  for  all 
causes  was  almost  $1.5  billion.  That  was 
an  increase  of  some  $149  million,  or  about 
11  percent,  closely  approximating  the 
rate  of  the  nation’s  inflation  that  year. 

The  value  of  church  buildings  and 
other  property  was  $12.2  billion,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $1.4  billion,  or  about  13  percent. 

Giving  for  all  benevolence  programs  of 
the  denomination  was  almost  $202 
million,  an  increase  of  $5.3  million,  or 
about  2.5  percent. 

Both  the  membership  and  the  giving  of 
10  major  Protestant  denominations’Were 
up  in  1980  but,  for  the  second  consecu¬ 
tive  year,  giving  was  outstripped  by 
inflation,  according  to  a  new  survey  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Volunteer  ‘presence’  guards  El  Salvador  refugees 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 
Campus  minister  Ray  DeHainaut  knew 
that  Thanksgiving  Week  1981  was  "the 
most  incredible  week  of  my  life,”  but  he 


You  can  experience  a 
CHRISTIAN  SEDER 

A  seder  is  a  family  dinner  that  reflects  the 
Passover  story. 

The  Christian  Seder  helps  you  use  history, 
language  and  food  to  focus  on  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  God. 

Used  by  over  lOOO  churches  across  the 
country.  Author,  Dr.  James  G.  Emerson,  is 
pastor  of  Calvary  Presbyterian  Church  in 
San  Francisco. 

$2  plus  75tf  post./50-v,  $1.50  ea.  plus  post. 

Mail  order  to:  Emerson, 

175  Beaumont  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94118 


African  Palms 

If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
overages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  ond  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  1 5  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50,  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS.  P.O  Box  575 
Olney  MD  20032 


had  no  inkling  that  he  was  the  first  in  an 
ongoing  convoy  of  “church  presence” 
volunteers  along  the  border  between 
Honduras  and  El  Salvador. 

His  mere  presence  was  so  successful  in 
stilling  the  fears  of  refugees  from  El 
Salvador  living  temporarily  in  Honduran 
camps  that  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  in  the  U.S.A.  immediately  began 
shuttling  teams  of  five  or  six  into  the 
area  to  do  the  same  work,  usually  for 
stays  of  one  or  two  weeks. 

The  Rev.  William  Wipfler,  head  of  the 
NCC’s  human  rights  office,  told  The 
Reporter  that*  these  volunteers  go  to  do 
only  one  job:  to  provide  a  sense  of 
security  to  the  thousands  of  refugees  by 
their  mere  presence. 

Military  dodges  U.S.  volunteers 

What  Dr.  DeHainaut  and  others  with 
him  on  that  fateful  first  week  proved  was 
that  Salvadoran  military  personnel  who 
cross  the  border  into  Honduras  looking 
for  defectors  or  for  suspected  guerrillas 
turn  suddenly  docile  and  sometimes 
literally  run  from  the  unarmed  North 
American  church  volunteers.  No 
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Salvadoran  soldiers,  it  seems,  want  their 
pictures  taken  or  any  other  publicity 
about  their  alleged  mistreatment,  in¬ 
cluding  fatal  shootings,  of  Salvadoran 
refugees. 

Mr.  Wipfler’s  office  in  early  December 
began  coordinating  the  volunteer  teams 
going  to  and  from  the  refugee  camps, 
and  villages  where  an  estimated  18,000 
Salvadorans  have  fled.  He  said  that  the 
program  will  continue  “until  further 
notice”  despite  the  fact  that  his  office  has 
virtually  no  funds  for  it. 

People  raise  their  own  funds,  he  said, 
sometimes  from  religious  orders  or  local 
churches  or  civic  groups.  He  estimates  it 
will  cost  the  typical  North  American 
volunteer  $600  to  $700  for  round-trip  air 
fare  and  one  night  in  a  Honduran  hotel. 
Once  volunteers  arrive  in  the  refugee 
camps  they  are  treated  like  staff.  They 
may  sleep,  as  Dr.  DeHainaut  did,  in  the 
camp  infirmary  or  in  tents  alongside  the 
refugees. 

Mr.  Wipfler  said  that  word  of  mouth 
publicity  alone  has  brought  more  volun¬ 
teers  than  he  can  use.  He  insists  that 
people  who  want  to  try  to  quiet  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Americans’  unrest  must  be  mature, 
in  good  health,  and  fluent  in  Spanish.  The 
latter,  he  explained,  is  because  the  area 
is  explosive,  “and  in  an  emergency  there 
is  no  time  for  translation.” 

Fluency  in  Spanish  was  no  problem  for 
Dr.  DeHainaut.  He  had  worked  for  the 
Argentine  Student  Christian  Movement 
in  1963-69,  took  time  out  to  earn  a  doc¬ 
torate  at  Drew  University,  then  spent 
1972-75  in  Colombia  on  the  staff  of  an 
ecumenical  “dialogue”  team.  Now  he  is 
a  campus  minister  at  the  University  of 
South  Florida  in  Tampa.  He  is  an  or¬ 
dained  United  Methodist. 

Though  Dr.  DeHainaut  had  traveled 
through  both  Honduras  and  El  Salvador, 
he  hadn’t  been  to  the  mountainous  border 
section  until  his  light  plane  landed  on  “a 
football  field-sized  strip”  the  Monday 
morning  before  Thanksgiving. 

Once  there  he  was  the  guest  of  CEDEN 
(the  Evangelical  Committee  for 
Development  and  Emergency  in  Hon¬ 


duras).  That  agency  coordinates  refugee 
work  at  the  largest  of  several  camps,  La 
Virtud,  under  auspices  of  the  United 
Nations  High  Commissioner  on 
Refugees. 

CEDEN’s  general  secretary,  Noemi  de 
Espinora,  was  in  New  York  in  mid- 
December.  She  said  Salvadoran  security 
forces  keep  coming  into  the  camps  and 
taking  refugees  away  or  killing  them  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  camps.  “The  presence 
of  the  church  volunteers  provides  a 
level  of  security  for  both  the  refugees  and 
the  workers  in  the  camps,”  she  added. 

“We  have  made  it  clear  to  the  (Hon¬ 
duran)  government  that  these  people 
represent  the  church,  represent  an  of¬ 
ficial  presence,”  she  said.  “They  are 
respected  by  the  government.” 

Many  killed  in  “Iron  Triangle” 

Dr.  DeHainaut  told  The  Reporter  that 
a  part  of  the  problem  is  that  there  is 
great  fear  and  suspicion  in  the  “Iron 
Triangle”  of  Guatemala,  Honduras,  and 
El  Salvador.  “There  is  a  great  con¬ 
spiracy  theory,  and  everyone  is  suspec¬ 
ted  of  being  a  communist.  So  these 
armed  communist-baiters  go  out  looking 
for  anyone  and  anything.  One  Catholic 
relief  worker  was  killed  before  we  got 
there,  and  another  whom  I  met  there  was 
killed  in  late  December.” 

Another  part  of  the  problem,  Dr. 
DeHainaut  explained,  is  that  the  portion 
of  Honduras  which  lies  next  to  the  moun¬ 
tainous  border  is  more  culturally  and 
commercially  related  to  El  Salvador 
than  to  its  own  nation.  In  fact,  he  said, 
there  are  no  good  roads  from  that  area 
back  into  the  interior  of  Honduras.  “The 
terrain  is  just  like  Vietnam;  that  is,  it 
can’t  be  sealed  off.  So  refugees  and 
guerrillas  move  back  and  forth  across 
the  border,  and  the  Salvadoran  military 
forces  are  busy  chasing  both.” 

He  told  of  helping  refugees  harvest 
beans  and  com  which  they  had  delayed 
because  they  were  afraid  to  go  up  to 
mountain  fields  after  an  “invasion”  by 


Where  to  order  bicentennial  bells 


DAYTON,  Ohio  —  The  bicentennial 
bells,  specially  created  to  help 
commemorate  the  200th  anniversary  of 
American  Methodism  in  1984  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  8)  are  available  here  from  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  smaller  version,  approximately  3 
inches  in  diameter,  sells  for  $35.  The 
larger  version,  approximately  11  inches 
high,  sells  for  $1,984. 


Each  bell  is  a  replica  of  the  Cokesbury 
College  bell  which  hung  at  the  first  school 
founded  by  American  Methodists.  The 
larger  bells  will  be  individually 
numbered  and  cast,  and  the  mold  will  be 
destroyed  when  all  1,984  are  sold. 

Checks  for  either  size  bell  should  be 
sent  to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
601  W.  Riverview  Ave.,  Dayton,  OH 
45406. 


Salvadoran  National  Guardsmen. 

“We  were  so  close  to  the  border  we 
could  look  across  the  valley  and  see  the 
dark  green  tents  of  the  National  Guard,” 
he  wrote.  "The  refugees  said  that  on 
Nov.  25  the  National  Guard  strafed  one  of 
their  tents  with  machine  gun  fire  but 
luckily  none  of  the  children  playing  near¬ 
by  was  injured.” 

Dr.  DeHainaut  said  that  refugee 
workers  disagree  over  the  advisability  of 
moving  thousands  of  Salvadoran 
refugees  to  another  town  about  33  miles 
from  the  El  Salvador  border.  Some 
refugees  themselves,  he  said,  told  him 
that  it  is  colder  there  and  they  are  not 
sure  they  can  survive  the  temperatures. 
Others  fear  that  the  increased  security 
for  those  refugees  who  are  moved  would 
be  purchased  at  the  price  of  making  it 


harder  for  other  would-be  refugees  to 
flee  El  Salvador. 

“If  the  area  near  the  border  is 
cleared,”  Dr.  DeHainaut  explained, 
“then  the  Salvadoran  troops  are  apt  to 
shoot  anything  that  moves  in  that  area.” 

He  said  he  had  been  told  that  another 
100,000  Salvadorans  want  to  leave  their 
country.  He  also  said  he  had  heard  that 
as  many  as  1,000  per  month  are  killed  in 
or  as  a  result  of  the  civil  war  in  El 
Salvador. 


Second  Heritage  and  Hymn 
Tour  to  England  and  Wales 

July  16-Augusf  2,  1982. 
Co-leaders 

Bill  Mann,  and  Whitney  Dough. 
Let's  walk  with  the  Wesleys  and  the 
great  hymn  writers. 

18  days  from  Miami 
or  New  York . $1 .777.00 
(includes  air  fore.  Hotel,  meols,  tips, 
and  transportation) 
Brochures 

Box  77,  Orlando.  FL.  32802 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  41  per  word,  ligure  o.  ifitu «*•  per 
insertion.  $25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES:  Fulltime 
position  in  1,380-member,  multiple-staff  church.  This 
position  involves  a  primary  focus  in  developing  a 
total  youth  ministry  program  to  include  6th  grade 
through  college.  The  secondary  emphasis  is  in  devel¬ 
oping  music  ministries  for  children  and  youth.  Salary 
negotiable.  Position  open  January  1982.  Contact  Rev. 
Gaither  L.  Day,  P.O.  Box  308,  or  Mr  B  F  Ashcroft. 
P.O.  Box  387,  Sulphur  Springs,  TX  75482.  Phone  (214) 
885-2185  or  885-3457 


WESLEY  PASTOR-SCHOLARS!!  -  Hear  Dr.  J 
Robert  Nelson,  Boston  University  theologian  on 
"Wesley  and  the  Eucharist,"  with  Dr.  Jonathan 
Gosser,  of  Notre  Dame  University,  as  respondent 
Seventh  Annual  meeting  of  John  Wesley  Theological 
Society  —  a  three-day  pastoral  retreat  to  hear 
scholarly  discussion  of  John  Wesley's  thought. 
Meeting  begins  6:30  p.m.  Sunday  evening,  Feb.  7  — 
ends  Tuesday  noon,  Feb.  9  Pastor’s  fees,  $75 
including  room/board;  commuter  fee  $45.  (Student 
full  fee  $50;  commuter  fee  $25.)  Meetings  at 
Aylesford  Retreat  Center.  Westmont,  III.  (15  miles 
from  O'Hare  Field,  Chicago).  For  full 
information/registration,  telephone  Rev.  Ted  Rodd, 
(312  )  255-5112,  1903  East  Euclid  Ave.,  Arlir«tan 
Heights,  III.  60004. 


H«rltag«  Tours  Prosonts 


BISHOP  EMERSON 
COIAW 

Episcopal  leoder  ol 
Its*  Minnesota  Area 
Is  our  doily  devo- 
lionol  leader 


REDISCOVERY  CRUISE 

Oct.  27  to  Nov.  13,  1982 
Eastern  Mediterranean 


Biblelands  Cruise 


'  ) 

il 

OR  WIlllAM  SMITH. 
Pastor  of  the  North 
Broodway  U  M 
Church  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  is  our  Bible 
lecturer 

Th»  elegant  MTS  Jupiter  will  be  our  home  for  this  18-Day  FIRST 
CLASS  olr/cruise  program  visiting:  ISRAEL,  JORDAN.  EGYPT,  ATHENS, 
EPHESUS  and  four  GREEK  ISLANDS. 

YOU  KNOW  US:  We  are  HERITAGE  TOURS  TASK  FORCE,  INC.  We 
have  taken  hundreds  of  your  friends  on  successful  Heritage  Programs 
including  our  1977  EASTERN  MEDITERRANEAN  CRUISE. 

For  our  color  brochure,  write: 

Ann  Kloti,  Registrar,  321  E.  Maynard 
Columbus,  OH  43202,  (614)  267-3256. 
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97  Percent 

Louisiana  Methodists  Fulfill  General  Church  Askings 


Ninety-seven  percent  of  all 
General  Church  askings  have 
been  fulfilled  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Louisiana 
according  to  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway. 


This  announcement  by  Dr. 
Caraway,  Director  of  Financial 
Affairs  for  the  Conference,  was 


At  a  time  when  the  rising  costs 
of  inflation  make  giving  to  the 
church’s  programs  more  of  a 
sacrifice  than  ever,  payments 
have  been  excellent,  said 
Caraway. 


At  a  time  when  the  rising  costs 
ot  inflation  make  giving  to  the 
church’s  programs  more  of  a 
sacrifice  than  ever,  payments 
have  been  excellent. 


Being  a  connectional  church  is 
a  matter  of  great  pride  to 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  as  is 
witnessed  by  thesuccesful  year. 


Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway 
Financial  Director 


Of  the  programs  involved  in 
the  connectional  causes,  the 
World  Service  asking  was  paid  in 
full,  as  were  the  Episcopal  Fund, 
General  Administration  Fund, 
Jurisdictional  Administration 
fund  and  Temporary  General 
Aid. 


made  when  he  presented  the 
final  check  to  Dr.  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn,  president  of  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 


At  the  same  time,  United 
Methodist  in  nearly  600  churches 
across  the  state  gave  over 
$500,000  to  the  Pension  Crusade 
and  had  an  outstanding  year  in 
second  mile  giving. 


“In  fact,”  said  Caraway,  “we 
have  paid  97  percent  on  all  items 
that  have  to  do  with  connectional 


A  more  complete  report  will  be 
made  when  all  accounts  have 
been  carefully  audited  and 
specific  details  have  been 
completed. 


Foundation  Receives  Memorial 
In  Sherman  Family  Name 


A  memorial  gift  has  been  received  by 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  in  honor  of  the  Sherman 
Family. 

The  memorial  will  be  administered 
through  the  Foundation. 

The  family  being  honored  by  the 
memorial  is  John  Rahn  Sherman  and  his 
wife,  Sally  Garrett  Sherman,  and  their 


children:  Charles  Wilkes  Sherman, 
Lawnie  Lowell  Sherman,  George  Henry 
Sherman  and  Lizzie  Sherman  Harp. 

Interest  earned  on  the  fund  will  be  used 
to  assist  in  the  financing  of  students 
preparing  themselves  for  the  ministry  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Sherman  family  has  a  long  and 
fruitful  history  of  work  with  the  church. 


Sally  Sherman  was  one  of  the  first 
women  ministers  in  the  area,  traveling 
by  buggy  to  deliver  her  message. 

Her  son,  Charles,  was  a  lay  minister 
and  served  several  churches  in  North 
Louisiana  with  one  as  far  south  as  the 
Winnfield  area. 

Lawnie  served  as  church  school 
superintendent  for  many  years. 


George  contributed  his  efforts  as  a 
layman  and  had  a  son  devote  his  life  to 
the  ministry. 

Lizzie  was  a  church  school  teacher  and 
leader  in  her  church  throughout  most  of 
her  eighty  years. 

The  family  has  been  active  not  only  in 
church  but  in  civic  affairs  as  well.  They 
came  to  the  area  after  the  Civil  War. 


Christian  Ashram  Set  for  Ruston; 
John  Aswalt  of  Ashury  to  Teach 


The  Louisiana  Christian  Ashram  will 
be  held  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in  Ruston  Jan. 
28  through  noon  Jan.  30. 

The  Bible  teacher  will  be  John  Aswalt 
of  Asbury  Theological  School.  O.  Dehn 
Martin,  the  scheduled  evangelist,  will  be 
replaced  due  to  doctor’s  orders. 

Registration  for  the  Ashram  begins  at 
1  p.m.  Jan.  28. 

The  program  will  open  at  3  p.m.  with 
the  Open  Heart  Hour,  followed  by  Prayer 
Groups  which  will  be  coordinated  by 
John  Tubbs  of  Palestine. 

The  Rev.  C.  W.  Quaid  of  Homer,  La. 
states  that  the  Board  of  Directors,  “The 


Twelve,”  will  meet  at  11:30  a.m.  for  a 
planning  session. 

A  fellowship  event  will  be  held  Jan.  29 
and  include  the  evening  meal  and 
program  at  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Cost  will  be  $15  per  person  with  room 
rates  at  the  Holiday  Inn  at  $29. 

The  Ashram  is  a  retreat  planned  for 
spiritual  discipline  and  inspiration.  All 
are  invited  to  join  with  others  in  a  joyful 
fellowship  of  love  and  mutual  concern 
built  around  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Board  of  Directors  are  shown  at 
the  final  planning  meeting  in  December. 


Rising  Costs 


P ostal  Increase  Forces  Subscription  Jump 


By  BYRL  MORELAND 

The  uncertainty  of  new  increases  in  second  class 
postal  rates  has  held-up  the  normal  beginning  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Subscription  campaign 
until  last  week.  During  the  Christmas  holidays,  the 
Post  Office  finally  announced  new  rates  which 
effectively  double  former  costs.  The  new  rate  will  not 
only  affect  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  it  will  have 
a  decided  impact  on  all  of  the  bulk  mailings  your  local 
church  sends  out. 

Subscription  price  for  the  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ist  has  remained  at  a  fairly  constant  level  throughout 
the  history  of  the  paper,  increasing  only  $1.00  since  we 


have  been  associated  witn  tne  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  At  this  point,  however,  we  are  facing  the 
pressures  of  inflation  and  doubled  postal  rates,  and  it 
has  become  mandatory  that  a  substantial  increase  be 
made. 

It  is  our  strong  feeling  that  the  paper  should  support 
itself  and  that  it  should  not  be  subsidized  out  of 
Conference  funds.  The  portion  that  does  come  out  of 
Conference  Administration  is  used  to  provide 
complimentary  subscriptions  for  retired  ministers, 
spouses  of  deceased  ministers,  and  students  in 
seminary.  Beyond  that,  the  paper  must  carry  itself. 

The  subscription  price  for  the  coming  year  will  again 


be  on  three  levels:  $10.00  for  a  single  subscription  (52 
issues  averages  a  little  less  than  the  cost  of  a  postage 
stamp  for  an  issue) ;  $9.00  if  the  church  will  raise  150% 
of  its  quota ;  and  $8.00  for  churches  with  the  “all  family 
plan.” 

Ministers  were  mailed  packets  of  material  last  week 
so  that  they  could  begin  making  the  necessary 
announcements  and  collecting  subscriptions  from 
members  of  churches.  Current  subscriptions  will 
expire  with  the  issue  published  on  March  12th.  On  that 
date,  all  new  subscriptions  will  be  scheduled  to  begin, 
and  subscriptions  that  have  not  been  renewed  will  be 
cancelled. 


Around  The  Conference 


CEF  Retreat  To  Feature 
‘Worship  Ministries  For  Children’ 


Do  you  need  help  in  Children’s  Ministries? 

Need  ideas,  suggestions,  guidance  of  what  to  do  with  children 
during  worship? 

If  the  answer  is  yes,  then,  you  should  attend  the  Louisiana 
CEF  Retreat,  Feb.  8  and  9  at  Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria . 

The  Retreat  leader  will  be  Barbara  Garcia,  Coordinator  of 
Children’s  Ministries  on  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville. 
Her  theme  will  be  “Worship  Ministries  for  Children.” 

Deadline  for  registration  is  Feb.  1  and  cost  will  be  $10, 
including  three  meals.  Overnight  accommodations  are 
available  at  the  church  or  a  local  motel.  To  register,  contact 
Pat  Hogan  at  Horseshoe  Drive  by  Feb.  1. 


Zachary  UMW  Triples  Givings 


A  proud  Zachary  United  Methodist  Women  recently 
presented  a  $1000  check  to  the  Church's  Renovation  Fund.  Also, 
this  unit  of  about  40  women  were  able  to  triple  their  mission 
givings  for  the  year.  Presenting  the  check  to  the  Rev.  Calvin 
Lapuyade  is  Mary  McCord,  chairman  of  the  UMW  Christmas 
Bazaar. 


‘Children  and  the  Bible’ 


Workshop  Set 


“Children  and  the  Bible”  will  be  theme  of  a  workshop  at  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria. 

Dr.  Dorothy  J.  Furnish,  professor  of  Christian  Education  at 
Garrett  Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill., 
will  teach  the  workshop  Jan.  30  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m . 

The  workshop  will  cover  areas  such  as  using  the  learning 
center  as  a  method  of  teaching  the  Bible,  reviewing  guidelines 
for  learning  centers  and  taking  a  look  at  current  curriculum 
resources. 

It  will  also  deal  with  teaching  Biblical  concepts  to  children, 
what  stories  children  can  understand  and  how  to  make  the 
stories  come  alive  and  be  exciting  for  children. 

Persons  who  should  be  interested  in  the  workshop  include 
directors  of  Christian  Education,  staff  persons  of  Children’s 
ministries,  members  of  education  Commission  and  Children's 
council’s,  church  school  teachers,  church  school 
superintendents,  coordinators  of  children’s  ministries  and 
parents. 

Cost  of  the  workshop  will  be  $5. 

For  more  information,  contact  Lylln  Guth,  Director  of 
Christian  Education  c/o  First  United  Methodist  Church,  2727 
Jackson  St.,  Alexandria,  La.  71301. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


— Editorials 

Sharing  of  life’s  faith  experiences 
ought  to  be  available  to  Christians 


A  few  local  churches  have  started 
practicing  a  form  of  congregational 
faith-sharing  which  we  want  to  en¬ 
courage. 

This  practice  must  be  identified  care¬ 
fully  to  avoid  its  being  mistaken  for 
either  of  at  least  two  other  enterprises 
which  are  worthy  in  their  own  rights  but 
are  not  the  same. 

We  refer  not  to  “lay  speaking”  in  the 
sense  of  a  person’s  going  through  cer¬ 
tain  training  and  being  named  as  a  Cer¬ 
tified  Lay  Speaker.  Nor  do  we  speak  of 
“lay  witnessing,”  an  organized  effort  to 
draw  people  together  to  share  their 
deepest,  and  frequently  conversion-like, 
religious  experiences  —  a  practice  com¬ 
monly  and  correctly  associated  with  the 
Lay  Witness  Movement. 

Rather  we  refer  simply  to  a  designated 
portion  of  a  worship  service  when  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  are  invited  to 
stand  right  where  they  are  and  to  share 
their  joys  or  sorrows  or  concerns  with 
other  members  of  the  community  of 
faith. 

Such  sharing  requires  no  training  and 
no  certification  and  no  great  amount  of 
time.  Rather  it  requires  an  alert  pastor 
who  is  able  to  recognize  this  experience 
for  the  potentially  warm  and  moving 
realities  it  can  place  before  the 
congregation.  And  it  requires  a  worship 
committee  agreeable  in  advance  to  sup¬ 
port  this  effort  in  sharing. 

Finally,  this  sharing  requires  a 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the 
congregation  to  entrust  their  most 
pressing  joys  and  cares  to  one  another, 
as  well  as  to  God. 

Mainline  Protestant  churches,  for  the 


most  part,  don’t  have  altar  calls  any 
more.  In  years  past,  altar  calls  came  to 
be  associated  with  emotional  manipula¬ 
tion  and  excesses,  and  such  practices  are 
just  as  well  left  to  the  past.  But  a 
valuable  form  of  Christian  experience 
which  is  grounded  in  the  scriptures  and 
confirmed  throughout  the  Wesleyan  tra¬ 
dition  —  such  as  the  type  of  faith¬ 
sharing  we  have  described  —  should  not 
be  spumed  merely  because  of  past  ex¬ 
cesses. 

As  one  recent  commentator  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  put  it,  “Sharing  of  faith  by  believers 
—  both  new  Christians  and  those  older  in 
the  faith  —  quickened  the  faith  of  all  who 
heard.”  We  believe  this  type  of  ex¬ 
perience  ought  to  be  available  to 
Christians  in  every  congregation  —  if  not 
in  every  worship  service,  then  at  least  on 
a  frequent  basis.  In  large  congregations, 
where  the  sharings  of  a  significant  num¬ 
ber  of  individuals  might  run  unduly  long, 
such  sharing  might  be  encouraged  in 
sub-groups  such  as  the  church’s  various 
administrative  committees,  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  circles,  or  in  Sunday 
School  classes. 

Such  a  practice  provides  opportunities 
for  God’s  Spirit  to  move  among  members 
of  a  congregation.  And  if  the  church’s 
members  can  be  first  encouraged,  then 
permitted,  to  share  how  their  faith  is 
related  to  concrete  events  in  their  lives, 
their  faith  will  be  built  up  and  expanded, 
both  individually  and  as  a  church.  If 
there  is  a  risk  involved  in  the  inclusion  of 
such  faith-sharing  opportunities  in  our 
experiences  of  worship,  we  believe  it  is  a 
risk  well  worth  taking. 


‘Condensed’  Bible  may  encourage 


reading,  study  of  the  real  thing 


Unless  either  the  Rapture  or  the 
Apocalpyse  occurs  during  the  next  eight 
months,  we  will  witness  a  publishing 
achievement  of  some  earthly  magnitude, 
if  not  of  celestial  significance,  next  Sep¬ 
tember. 

This  is  the  promised  time  for  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  Reader’s  Digest  condensed 
version  of  the  Bible.  Digest  editors  have 
reassured  the  faithful  that  all  66  books 
used  by  Christians  and  all  biblical  in¬ 
cidents,  teachings  and  personalities  will 
be  retained. 

Presumably  we  can  expect  that  only 
the  “begats”  and  other  genealogical  data 
will  be  excised  along  with  textual  orna¬ 
mentations  which  the  Digest’s  editors 
consider  expendable. 

We  can  already  imagine  the  ad¬ 
vertising:  “Read  our  Bible  in  half  the 
time  as  the  original  version!”  Or  how 
about  “Holy  Bible  reduced  40  percent  in 
words  without  losing  its  sin-lifting 
power!” 

The  biggest  surprise  to  us  about  the 
Reader’s  Digest  venture  is  the  relative 
absence  of  attacks  upon  it  by  biblical  fun¬ 
damentalists  and  inerrantists.  Based  on 
their  stinging  criticisms  of  some  pre¬ 
vious  efforts  to  produce  more  readable 
versions  of  the  Bible,  we  are  surprised 
that  they  are  not  now  attacking  the 
Reader’s  Digest  as  another  modern 
human  institution  which  is  drastically 
tampering  with  the  Word  of  God. 

These  same  fundamentalists  raised 
Cain  —  and  quite  a  few  dollars  for  their 
coffers  —  last  year  when  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  announced  plans  to 
develop  an  experimental  Bible  lection- 
ary.  The  intention  was  that  “sexist” 
language  would  be  replaced  with  “in¬ 
clusive"  language  —  for  instance, 
changing  “men”  to  “people”  when  the 
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original  translation  used  the  masculine 
reference  with  the  clear  intention  that  it 
also  include  females.  The  NCC  was 
severely  —  and  unfairly  —  chastised  for 
“trying  to  rewrite  the  Word  of  God  to 
please  radical  feminists.  ” 

We  wonder  why  the  Reader’s  Digest, 
with  its  lack  of  acknowledged  biblical 
scholarship,  is  not  now  subjected  to  a 
similar  attack.  After  all,  one  could 
readily  speculate  that  a  40  percent  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  Reader’s  Digest  condensed 
version  of  the  Bible  is  likely  to  reduce  the 
10  commandments  from  10  to  six! 

We  jest,  of  course.  The  Reader’s  Digest 
lays  its  considerable  reputation  on  the 
line  with  this  project.  Although  there  will 
no  doubt  be  some  inadequacies  in  the 
Digest’s  condensed  version,  we  generally 
favor  any  serious  effort  to  increase 
knowledge  arid  reading  of  the  Bible,  this 
one  included.  It’s  not  likely  to  be  any  less 
faithful  to  the  original  manuscript  than 
the  popular  paraphrase  of  the  King  James 
translation  known  as  “The  Living  Bible.” 
And  it  may  cause  some  people  to  become 
sufficiently  interested  in  the  biblical  mes¬ 
sage  that  they  will  want  to  begin  reading 
and  studying  the  real  thing. 

Reporter  welcomes 
readers  of  new  area, 
local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  United  Methodist 
families  in  Alaska  begin  receiving  the 
Great  Lands  NewsCache  as  a  special 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Once  each  month  approximately  750 
subscriber-families  in  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference  will  receive  a 
special  edition  of  the  Reporter  with  con¬ 
ference  and  area  news  printed  on  the  first 
page  in  combination  with  three  pages 
of  general  religious  news  and  opinion.  On 
the  other  weeks  of  the  month  the  readers 
will  receive  the  national  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 

With  this  edition,  the  Reporter  also 
welcomes  as  new  readers  approximately 
500  member-families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Athens,  Ohio  (West  Ohio  Conference. 

Each  week  the  readers  of  this  local 
church  edition  will  receive  a  special 
edition  of  the  Reporter  with  its  own 
local  church  news  printed  on  the  front 
page,  annual  conference  news  printed  on 
the  back  page,  and  general  religious 
news  and  comment  on  four  inside  pages. 
These  are  the  most  recent  to  more  than 
325  local  churches  and  42  conferences 
across  the  U.S.  which  publish  special 
editions  of  this  newspaper.  We  hope 
readers  of  these  new  editions  will  find 
this  newspaper  informative  and  that  they 
will  join  with  our  other  readers  across 
the  church  in  providing  feedback  via 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

Our  purposes  as  a  publication  remain 
the  same:  to  provide  a  flexible  medium 
through  which  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  annual  conferences  and 
local  churches  may  be  made  known;  to 
provide  fast,  accurate  news  and  analysis 
at  the  regional,  national  and  world  levels 
from  a  United  Methodist  perspective; 
and  to  provide  a  forum  for  the  exchange 
of  opinions  by  concerned  Christians.  ” 

The  Reporter’s  purpose  is  “to  report  on 
concerns  of  the  church,  to  interpret  news 
of  the  church,  and  to  promote  the 
church’s  welfare.”  We  seek  in  our  news 
columns  to  reflect  a  concern  for  truth, 
accuracy,  readability,  relevance  and 
significance.  In  our  editorial  statements, 
we  seek  always  to  be  Christian;  in  the 
reader's  forum  on  our  editorial  page,  we 
always  seek  to  be  fair  to  all  gradations  of 
opinion  among  Christians. 


iORt?  X  PON'T  AS K 
YOU  TO  MANlfKT 
YOUR&ELF  IN  A 
BRILLIANT, 
610RIOOS  FLASH 


I  PON'T  £V£M 
ASK  COR  A 

burning  bush 


I  PONT  ASK  FOR 
A  BOOMING,  COS¬ 
MIC  votes  FROM 
THE  HEAVENS 


Here  I  Stand 

Now  is  time  for  church  to  practice 
its  ministry  of  reconciliation 
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I  JUST  WANT  YOU 
TO  TELL  ME  I’M 
TO  GET  A  RAISE 
IN  SALARY,  LORO 

^>< 


By  LEONARD  T.  WOLCOTT 

Over  the  years  I  have  received  letters, 
as  you  have  —  circulars  sent  to  thousands 
—  asking  for  support.  They  ask  sup¬ 
port  for  ministries  to  the  distressed,  or 
for  social  concerns,  or  for  political  ad¬ 
vocacies.  Recently,  letters  coming  my 
way  asking  my  support  for  a  civil,  social, 
or  political  cause  have  changed  sharply. 
Organizations  that  used  to  send  out  fairly 
brief,  to-the-point  letters,  presenting 
their  platforms  and  reasonably  arguing 
for  them,  have  changed  their  approach. 

Now,  from  these  same  organizations 
we  are  receiving  four-page  letters  of 
hysteria.  The  letter-writers  scream  at 
political  opposition  and,  without  reason¬ 
able  argument,  but  on  the  basis  of  misin¬ 
formation  and  exaggeration,  identify  op¬ 
posing  groups  as  enemies  of  democracy, 
of  freedom,  and  even  of  a  sane  society. 
These  letters  describe  opponents  in  cari¬ 
cature  as  people  to  be  despised.  They  ap¬ 
peal  for  support  by  arousing  emotions  of 
fear. 

Democracy  exists  by  reasonable 
debate  in  which  opponents  are  respected. 
Demagoguery  exists  by  unreasoned 
emotion  in  which  opponents  are  rejected. 
The  words  “conservative”  and  “liberal” 


have  lost  their  meaning  when  formerly 
moderate  but  earnest  political  voices 
rant  like  extremists.  The  rifts  in  our 
republic  widen.  Is  a  pluralistic  society 
that  once  pretended  to  be  permissive  (a 
neat  word  for  indifference!)  now 
becoming  bigoted  and  intolerant?  Now  is 
the  time  if  ever  for  the  church  to  practice 
its  ministry  of  reconciliation  and  to  carry 
out  its  call  to  peace-making.  I  heard  a 
story  in  Africa  from  one  of  our  villages. 
The  people  had  differed  on  what  and  how 
and  where  to  grow  their  crops.  They 
became  angrier  and  angrier,  nastier  and 
nastier,  to  each  other.  An  elder  chief  in¬ 
vited  some  of  the  disputants  to  climb  a 
near-by  hill  with  him.  From  the  top  of  the 
hill  they  looked  down  on  the  quarreling 
villagers  and  on  the  neglected  fields. 
From  their  hill-top  view,  gathered 
around  their  chief,  they  were  able  to 
work  out  a  plan  of  cooperation  in  which 
all  could  participate.  The  church  must  be 
the  wise  old  chief,  our  African  preacher 
said.  We  have  a  vantage  point  to  offer 
people,  a  wider  perspective  in  which 
their  fields  of  interest  can  be  seen. 

There  is  an  18-century-old  parable 
from  India  about  a  “goldstone.”  Glass 
pieces  of  many  different  colors  were 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


United  Methodists  should  continue 
rights  fight  through  church  groups 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  publishing  Roy  Howard 
Beck’s  excellent  article  on  human  rights 
headlined  “Murders  foretold  year’s 
erosion  of  basic  human  rights”  in  the 
Jan.  1  issue.  I,  too,  have  been  appalled  at 
the  U.S.  government’s  recent  neglect  of 
human  rights  when  setting  its  foreign 
policy  priorities.  I  applaud  the  United 
Methodist  leaders,  especially  those  on 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  for  so  vigorously 
asserting  the  importance  of  a  U.S.  policy 
that  requires  equal  compliance  to  human 
rights  practices  regardless  of  whether 
that  country  is  termed  “friendly”  or  “un¬ 
friendly.” 

I  share  Mr.  Larry  Cox’s  hope  that  the 
intensity  of  the  human  rights  campaign 
will  continue  throughout  1982. 1  hope,  too, 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  con¬ 
tinues  its  aggressive  approach  to  en¬ 
suring  basic  human  rights  to  all.  The  lay 
members  as  well  as  the  church  leaders 
can  support  human  rights  groups 
through  organizations  within  their 
church.  The  list  of  violations  to  human 
rights  is  endless:  repression  of  minor¬ 
ities,  executions  of  political  dissenters, 
aid  to  repressive  governments,  and  the 
existence  of  capital  punishment  in  our 
own  country. 

I  look  forward  to  reading  more  articles 
by  Mr.  Beck  in  the  coming  year  in  your 
fine  newspaper. 

C.  Beth  Torrance 
Austin.  Texas 

Hunger  is  with  us  until 
God  sees  fit  to  intercede 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  interest  the  opinions 
on  how  to  solve  world  hunger  (UMR 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  Jan.  1).  Here  is 
my  own  version  and  rationale: 

Death  from  starvation  will  exist  as  a 
permanent  factor  or  until  God  sees  fit  to 
intercede.  Famine  is  not  original  and 
over  the  centuries  still  continues  to 
predominate.  It  is,  however,  the  law  of 
nature. 

There  are  those  among  us  who  do  not 
desire  to  face  the  harsh  realities  of  truth. 
Scarcity  of  food  determines  the  extent  of 
elimination  of  all  creatures,  human  or 
animal.  Our  Supreme  Being  is  in  com¬ 
mand.  He  can  eliminate  starvation  by  a 
mere  spoken  word  if  He  deems  it 
necessary  as  an  alternative.  God  has  His 
own  way  of  accomplishment.  Who  are  we 
to  question  God’s  wisdom  and  judgment? 

Gerald  Schermerhorn 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Potential  medical 
missionary  needs  help 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  greatly  appreciate  it  if  you 
would  print  this  letter.  Perhaps  your 
readers  could  be  of  some  assistance  to 
me. 

It  is  my  desire  to  become  a  career 
missionary  physician  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  By  means  of  a  Rotary 
Graduate  Fellowship  I  have  completed 
one  year  of  medical  school  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Dominica  in  the  West  Indies. 
These  fellowships  are  only  issued  for  one 
year  and  cannot  be  renewed.  I  am  now 
unable  to  obtain  funds  to  continue  my 
education. 

Because  my  school  is  outside  the 
United  States  I  am  ineligible  for  federal 
or  state  financial  aid  programs  and  I 
must  seek  some  source  of  private  loans.  I 
have  contacted  both  the  Scholarships  and 
Loans  Office  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Their  response  was  that  they 
would  be  happy  to  accept  me  for  a 
missionary  candidate  —  just  as  soon  as  I 
finish  medical  school. 

There  is  a  definite  need  for  physicians 
within  the  mission  fields  and  I  feel  that 
my  calling  to  this  ministry  is  as  great  as 
any  minister’s  calling.  The  only  obstacle 
to  my  fulfilling  this  call  is  my  lack  of 
funds.  How  can  one  describe  the  feeling  of 
hearing  the  Lord  say,  “Whom  shall  I 
send?”  and  being  unable  to  respond 
despite  the  desire  to  do  just  that. 


It  is  my  prayer  that  one  of  your  readers 
may  be  able  to  point  me  to  a  private  loan 
source  for  which  I  may  qualify.  Although 
I  am  following  down  every  lead  I  can 
think  of  I  have  met  with  no  success  thus 
far.  Thank  you  for  your  help. 

James  F.  Walroth 
Youngwood,  Pennsylvania 

Time  calls  for  less  muscle 

and  more  brain,  heart 

To  the  Editor: 

All  thinking  and  sensitive  persons, 
irrespective  of  church  ties,  owe  a  rousing 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  who  are  calling  for  a  mutual  end 
to  the  immoral  and  insane  nuclear  arms 
race. 

The  matter  goes  far  beyond  the 
question  of  dubious  national  preservation 
to  that  of  veritable  human  preservation. 
As  such  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  con¬ 
flicting  political  ideologies. 

It  is  high  time  that  we  awaken  to  the 
fact  that  humankind  has  moved  out  of  the 
horse  and  buggy,  and  bow  and  arrow 
stages  of  history,  and  entered  the  por¬ 
tentous  nuclear  era  with  its  sword  of 
Damocles  hanging  over  our  heads. 

The  time  urgently  calls  for  less 
muscle-flexing  and  more  brain  and  heart 
flexing.  Otherwise  there  may  be  no  one 
around  to  do  any  flexing  at  all. 

Sidney  A.  Mayer 
San  Diego,  California 

Searching  out  others’ 
faults  is  grievous  sin 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  God  for  scapegoats !  For  it  is  the 
lowly  scapegoat  that  has  seen  every 
group  of  righteous  people  in  the  history  of 
human  beings  through  their  trials. 
Without  its  victims  to  torture,  how  could 
the  New  England  Puritans  have  dis¬ 
cerned  their  own  righteousness  in  1692? 
Without  black  people  to  enslave  and  then 
to  discriminate  against,  how  could  white 
people  have  known  their  superiority? 
Without  Jews  to  imprison  and  to  kill,  how 
could  Nazis  have  realized  the  value  of 
freedom  and  life?  Without  the  poor  to  op¬ 
press,  how  can  the  rich  enjoy  their 
wealth?  Without  the  sinner  to  shame, 
how  can  the  righteous  person  enjoy  all 
that  righteousness?  We  may  now  realize 
each  of  these  things  was/is  wrong,  but 
each  has  been  done  out  of  “conviction.” 

It  seems  the  last  great  vestige  of  the 
American  scapegoat  has  become  the 
homosexual.  All  others  have  vanished 
from  public  sensitivities.  That  does  not 
mean  that  in  our  heart  of  hearts  we  never 
think  and  say  privately  some  poisonous 
things  about  other  groups.  Sometimes, 
we  do  —  for  “old  time’s  sake!”  But  we 
realize  that  this  is  not  in  a  spirit  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  and  good  will,  and  most  of  us 
have  sense  enough  not  to  be  public  in 
those  expressions. 

But  homosexuals?  Wow,  we  can  spew 
forth  all  the  stored-up  venom  we  have  not 
been  able  to  use  on  all  the  other  groups! 
And  best  of  all,  we  can  do  it  in  the  name 
of  God’s  love  and  righteousness!  And 
because  of  our  “convictions" ! 

Oh,  yes!  I  must  admit  in  my  more 
honest  moments  I  realize  that  I,  too,  have 
a  pet  scape-goat:  I  feel  so  superior  to 
people  who  have  to  rely  on  scapegoats  for 
their  sense  of  value  and  security! 
Perhaps  in  God’s  eyes  the  most  grievous 
sin  we  continue  to  insist  on  committing  is 
the  unending  searching  out  of  other 
people’s  faults  to  flaunt  and  to  criticize. 
What  if,  just  for  once,  we  all  con¬ 
centrated  on  our  own  .  .  .  out  of  a  sense  of 
“conviction”? 

Genie  H.  Butler 
Neche,  North  Dakota 

10%  is  not  enough 

To  the  Editor: 

A  few  nights  ago,  I  watched  one  of  the 
popular  television  ministers  record  his 
show  from  his  house.  I  was  amazed  at  the 
comfort  and  luxury  of  his  house.  It  struck 
me  as  perplexing  that  a  man  supposedly 
so  concerned  with  the  poverty  and 


hunger  of  the  world  could  live  in  such 
splendor.  In  the  middle  of  this  splendor, 
he  was  still  in  need  for  more  money  “to 
carry  out  his  works.  ” 

It  also  made  me  think  about  my  own 
life  and  how  much  in  material  riches  that 
I  could  accept  and  what  I  should  give  to 
help  my  fellow  man.  I  do  not  think  10%  is 
the  answer,  because  I  have  always  felt 
that  is  what  we  owe  and  what  follows  the 
10%  is  our  gift.  I  still  have  not  figured  out 
the  answer,  but  it  is  hard  to  buy 
something  for  myself  when  I  think  how 
much  good  that  money  could  do  for 
someone  in  need. 

William  D.  Brown 

Fredericksburg,  Virginia 


Leonard  Wolcott 

assembled  around  this  goldstone.  In  the 
brightness  of  the  sunlight  the  pieces  of 
glass  did  not  change  their  color,  but  each 
reflected  the  bright  radiance  of  the  gold¬ 
stone.  The  church  must  be  the  "gold¬ 
stone.”  We  are  not  here  to  browbeat 
everyone  into  uniformity.  We  are  here  to 
reflect  a  radiance  of  perceptive  love  on 
all  society  and  on  everyone  in  it. 

Reconciliation  does  not  mean  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  convictions.  Peace-making  is 
not  compromise.  It  is  an  atmosphere  in 
which  self-understanding  becomes 
possible,  points  of  view  clarified, 
positions  explored.  Out  of  self-under¬ 
standing  comes  perspective;  from  per¬ 
spective  comes  recognition  of,  and  ul¬ 
timately  goodwill  for,  opponents;  with 
goodwill  comes  a  genuine  listening;  from 
listening  a  willingness  to  search  for  ap¬ 
propriate  solutions,  and  from  mutual' 
searching  many  problems  are  resolved 
or  at  least  held  in  constructive  tension. 

The  church  is  here  as  an  agent  of  God’s 
reconciling.  God  is  love.  His  reconciling 
is  a  drawing  together  in  the  presence  of 
God’s  love.  In  reconciliation  we  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  will  to  accept  the  high 
value  of  others  even  though  we  may 
disagree  with  their  opinions  and  even 
question  their  goals.  In  reconciliation  we 
are  willing  for  every  party  in  dialogue,  in¬ 
cluding  ourselves,  to  be  exposed  at  the 
same  time  to  the  direct  penetrating 
judgment  of  love. 

For  some  this  may  not  be  easy  to  un¬ 
derstand  at  first,  because  it  has  always 
been  hard  to  realize  that  all  of  us  —  no 
matter  how  unorthodox  or  compassion¬ 
ate,  no  matter  how  conserving  or  liber¬ 
ating  our  views  —  come  under  this 
judgment  of  divine  love. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Leonard  T. 
Wolcott,  is  recently  returned  from  Africa 
where  he  taught  in  a  theological 
seminary  and  he  now  lives  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
“Here  I  Stand,"  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


My  Witness 

The  church  is  always  a  sanctuary 
whenever  we  feel  an  urgent  need 


By  NANCY  L.  BLOMQUIST 

I  had  an  experience  on  a  New  Year’s 
Day  Sunday  a  few  years  ago  that  perhaps 
I  should  share.  It  has  to  do  with  a  realiza¬ 
tion.  I  had  not  been  attending  worship 
services  for  some  time  prior  to  that  Sun¬ 
day  in  1978. 1977  had  been  a  bummer  of  a 
year  for  us  —  one  crisis  after  another  — 
and  I  decided  that  since  New  Year’s  Day 
was  a  Sunday  and  the  first  day  of  the  new 
year,  perhaps  the  best  way  for  me  to 
start  a  new  year  WAS  in  church. 

We  had  been  members  of  our  church 
for  25  years  and  during  that  period  of 
time  our  fine  choir  had  sung  its  reper¬ 
toire  several  times  over,  and  all  facets  of 
the  worship  service  had  become  jaded 
for  me:  The  prayers  had  become 
meaningless  chants;  the  sermons 
tiresome;  the  hymns  trite  and  in  many 
instances  at  odds  with  our  current  views 
on  war,  sexism,  racism,  etc. 

I  began  to  find  the  services  dull  instead 
of  inspirational;  monotonous  instead  of 
joyous;  more  like  an  exercise  in 
spirituality  instead  of  an  ever-deepening 
spiritual  experience.  I  kept  thinking, 
“Why  don’t  they  do  something  different 
—  change  the  order  of  the  service  once  in 
a  while;  sit  when  singing  a  hymn  instead 
of  standing  all  the  time,  since  some 
people  can’t  stand;  look  up  at  the 
beautiful  stained  glass  windows  when 
praying  instead  of  down  all  the  time; 
sing  some  new  anthems;  invite  a  guest 
preacher  or  have  a  pulpit  exchange;  in 
essence,  put  a  little  more  sparkle,  a  little 
more  pizzazz  into  the  worship  service  so 
that  one  could  leave  feeling  exhilarated 
instead  of  bored?”  I  became  very  turned 
off,  in  fact,  and  ceased  attending  church. 

Then,  at  that  service  of  worship  on 
New  Year’s  Day,  I  came  to  a  realization. 
I  realized  that  our  sanctuary  was  just 
that  —  a  sanctuary  —  from  turmoil,  from 
tensions,  from  the  tragedies  of  life,  from 
frustrations,  from  pressures,  and  from 
despair.  On  that  Sunday  morning,  our 
sanctuary  was  a  calm,  quiet  and 
peaceful  place.  The  music  had  not 
changed;  the  prayers  had  not  changed; 
the  sermon  content  was  not  new;  the 
ushers  were  just  as  precise  as  always  in 
collecting  the  morning  offering  and 
presenting  it  in  solemnity  and  dignity  at 
the  altar;  the  order  of  worship  had  not 
changed.  What  had  changed  was  me  — 
my  attitude  —  my  point  of  view.  It  was  as 
if  a  veil  had  been  lifted  from  my  eyes  or 
my  mind,  and  I  began  to  understand  why 
the  worship  service  had  not  changed  and 
that  it  was  right  just  the  way  it  was. 

In  the  midst  of  the  whirlpools  of  change 
going  on  everywhere  in  the  world,  that 
can  catch  us  and  nearly  drown  us  in  the 
rapidity  of  swirling  waters,  what  we  need 
most  is  an  anchor  to  hold  us  fast.  The 
Christian  church  should  be  that  anchor, 
and  a  service  of  worship  that  remains 
constant  creates  an  atmosphere  of 
steadiness,  calmness  and  even  peace  and 
inner  tranquility.  A  sanctuary  should  be 
a  sanctuary  and  an  hour’s  worship  on 
Sunday  morning  —  one  hour  out  of  an  en¬ 
tire  week  —  should  give  us  a  sense  of 
timeless  truths  in  quiet  contemplation. 


Some  orders  of  worship  are  still  quite 
busy;  perhaps  there  should  be  a  simple 
quiet  time  in  the  beginning  to  prepare  for 
a  worship  experience. 

I  am  saying  two  things  in  all  this: 
First,  attitude  makes  ALL  the  difference 
and  second,  if  you  ever  have  a  need  for  a 
quiet  time  to  yourself  in  quiet  surroun¬ 
dings,  a  church  sanctuary  is  open  when 
the  church  is  open.  In  this  oasis  of  semi1 
dark  solitude,  you  can  open  yourself  to 
God.  It  needn’t  happen  just  on  a  Sunday 
morning,  but  whenever  you  feel  an  urgent 
need.  Enter.  Any  Christian  church. 

“Come  to  me,  all  who  labor  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest. 
Take  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn  from 
me;  for  I  am  gentle  and  lowly  in  heart 
and  you  will  find  rest  for  your  souls.  For 
my  yoke  is  easy  and  my  burden  is  light.” 
(Matthew  11:28-30) 

This  week's  contributor,  Nancy  L. 
Blomquist,  is  a  member  of  the  Wesley 
UMC  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts 
(Southern  New  England  Conference). 
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RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  contract 
advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


POSITION  OPEN:  DCE  with  skills  in  Y.A.  and  youth 
ministries.  January  1982.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to  First  UMC,  Z7th  and  Ferris.  Lawton.  OK. 
or  call  (405  )  355-5204. 


REDISCOVERY  BIBLE  LANDS  CRUISE  program, 
Oct.  27-Nov.  13, 1982.  Heritage  Tours,  321  E.  Maynard 
Avenue,  Columbus.  OH 43202.  (614  )  267-3256.  _ 


ATTENDING  is»2  WORLD'S  FAIR  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.?  Cumberland  United  Methodist  Camp, 
Crossville,  Tenn.,  80  miles  from  Knoxville  on  1-40,  is 
available  to  church  groups  on  a  reservation  basis  for 
a  number  of  days  and/or  weeks.  The  camp  will 
accommodate  160  persons.  Tent  and  trailer  spaces 
available.  For  reservation,  write  to:  Rev.  Cart 
Elkins,  1110  19th  Ave.,  S.,  Nashville,  TN  37212. 


WESLEY'S  ENGLAND  TUUH  PACKAGE  -  July- 
August,  1982.  Write:  Dr.  Katherine  Peters,  220  W.  107 
St„  New  York,  NY  10025. 


DIRECTOR  uF  YOOlri  iviiNioinlES  —  JO 
hr./week  opening  for  Youth  Director  in  multiple- 
staff  church  located  in  college  town.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Staff-Parish  Committee.  1080  Med 
Park  Drive,  Las  Cruces.  NM  88001. 


UIN11E.U  MC.1MULM01  a*  MBUL,.  nanClpainiea 
latch  hook  canvas,  16"  x  16",  $7.50  (hook,  yam  not 
included).  Kit  for  sewing  symbol  on  counted  cross- 
stitch  bookmark.  9  x  2 'V.  $3.00  Nancy  Designs. 
11036  Trail  West,  Bloomington.  MN  55437 


uLR  VISIBILITY  —  Creative 
advertising  portfolio  of  16  professionally  written  ads 
specifically  designed  for  use  by  churches  in  local 
newspapers,  and  for  unique  “spots"  on  radio  and  TV 
Liquidation  sale  —  originally  sold  for  $125,  Creative 
Advertising  Portfolio  now  sells,  while  they  last 
for  only  $50.  Center  for  Parish  Communications,  P.O. 
Box  627,  Whitefish,  MT  59937  Free,  unique 
stewardship  aid  with  everyorder 


WUKLitTZEK  nme-ranK  pipe  organ  tor  sale  Good 
condition.  Best  offer.  Contact  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  808  North  Monterey  Avenue.  Farming- 
ton.NM  87401  <505  )  327-0363 


CHuiiin  rc.no  rurt  once.,  used,  uvaiiaole  in 

January,  1982.  Contact  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1913,  Roswell.  NM  88201.  (5051 
ATO.iam 

ALLEN  ORGAN  FOR  SALE,  two  years  old, 
excellent  condition.  Traditional  console  with  500 
watts  amplification,  complete  speaker  system, 
including  antiphonals  and  extra  bass  speaker. 
$10,000.  For  more  information,  call  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Covenant.  981-2088.  Lafayette,  LA. 


DIRECTOR  uF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Fulltime 
position  in  1,380-member,  multiple-staff  church.  This 
position  involves  a  primary  focus  in  developing 
total  youth  ministry  program  to  include  6th  grade 
through  college  The  secondary  emphasis  is  in 
developing  music  ministries  for  children  and  youth. 
Salary  negotiable.  Position  open  January  1982  Con 
tact  Rev.  Gaither  L.  Day,  P.O.  Box  308,  or  Mr. 
B  F.  Ashcroft,  P.O.  Box  387,  Sulphur  Springs. 
TX  75482.  Phone  ( 214  )  885-2185  or  885-3457 _ 


f»  TIT 


VWi 


A  Supplement  To  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 

Will  You  Go  the  ‘Second  Mile?’ 


ByH.T.  MACLIN 

Listed  in  “Partnership  in  Missions: 
Catalog  of  General  Advance  Specials”  — 
the  key  guide  for  United  Methodism’s 
program  of  “second-mile”  giving  (after 
World  Service)  —  for  the  Republic  of 
Korea  were  65  projects.  The  Pusan 
Women’s  Welfare  Center  asked  for 
$10,000  to  renovate  a  dormitory  for  delin¬ 
quent  girls.  Before  driving  to  a 
nondescript  building  in  Pusan,  I  had  seen 
only  the  words  —  black  ink  on  white 
paper. 

When  I  got  inside  the  building,  I  had  a 
difficult  time  reconciling  what  I  saw  with 
the  word  used  in  the  catalog:  women. 
These  were  not  women;  they  were  girls 
—  really,  children!  Many  were  10-,  11- 
and  12-year-olds  who  should  have  been 
home  with  their  parents  and  attending 
school.  Instead,  they  were  vagrants, 
thieves  and  young  prostitutes,  arrested 
and  sent  there  for  a  minimum  one-year 
stay. 

The  girls  are  taught  a  useful  occupa¬ 
tion  and  given  decent  clothing,  a  proper 
diet  and  a  place  to  sleep.  They  also  are 
carefully  counseled  by  loving,  caring 


persons.  A  week  before  I  arrived,  several 
runaways  had  returned  voluntarily 
within  three  days.  A  large  percentage  of 
them,  hearing  for  the  first  time  of  God’s 
love  for  them  and  seeing  it  demonstrated, 
professed  faith  in  Christ  and  left  to 
lead  useful  and  fruitful  lives. 

I  looked  more  carefully  at  the  projects 
in  the  catalog,  remembering  those  I  had 
seen  and  trying  to  imagine  what  was  in¬ 
volved  in  the  ones  I  had  not  seen.  Many 
lives  are  being  touched  with  healing  and 
reconciliation  through  the  Advance  be¬ 
cause  someone  cares.  Each  of  the  2,280 
projects  listed  in  the  catalog  is  a  priority 
selected  by  the  conference  where  the 
project  is  located.  Listed  are  such  proj¬ 
ects  as  the  Taiwan  Theological  College  in 
Taipei,  which  needs  library  books; 
Martyrs  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Manila  —  remodeling;  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief’s 
(UMCOR)  urgent  and  continuing  con¬ 
cern  for  refugees;  a  new  church  building 
at  Chakeri  near  Lucknow,  India;  schol¬ 
arships  for  students  at  the  Higher  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Theology,  Wembo  Nyama,  Zaire; 
and  many  projects  of  the  National 
Division,  such  as  church  building  and 


construction. 

The  1948  General  Conference  gave 
birth  to  “The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church.”  World  War  II  was  over  and  con¬ 
cerned  Methodists  wanted  to  be  more 
personally  involved  in  mission.  The  new 
Advance  program  was  to  be  “second- 
mile”  giving  (after  World  Service).  Con¬ 
tributions  would  go  100  percent  to  the 
designated  projects,  called  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials.  Not  a  penny  could  be  spent  for 
administrative  or  promotional  costs; 
these  were  to  be  borne  by  other  funds. 

Thirty-three  years  and  more  than  $300 
million  later,  the  Advance  continues  and 
grows.  It  has  become  the  largest  single 
source  of  income  for  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

In  1980  nearly  19,000  United  Methodist 
churches  sent  gifts  to  the  World,  Na¬ 
tional  and  UMCOR  divisions  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  ear¬ 
marked  for  specific  projects  they 
selected.  Last  year  gifts  started  coming 
in  for  die  World  Hunger  and  Africa 
special  programs. 

In  1981  the  total  Advance  asking  was 
for  $30,173,000.  That  is  a  lot  of  money! 


But  reduced  to  what  that  means  to  you 
and  me  as  individual  United  Methodists, 
it  amounts  to  only  $3.16  a  member  each 
year  —  less  than  the  price  of  a  ticket  to  a 
movie  these  days!  In  1980  we  gave  an 
average  of  about  $2.10  each.  What  did 
you  or  your  local  church  give? 

A  recent  survey  shows  that  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  still  don't  know  about  the 
Advance.  Many  more  said  mission  giving 
could  be  increased  if  it  could  be  personal¬ 
ized.  The  Advance  is  your  chance  to  do 
just  that.  It  is  our  “second-mile”  pro¬ 
gram  of  giving  to  mission.  All  you  give 
goes  to  the  project.  Overhead  is  paid 
from  other  funds.  Learn  about  the  Ad¬ 
vance  in  this  tabloid,  share  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  personalized  mission  giving  — 
and  give! 

If  you  want  to  know  what  God  is  doing 
in  the  world,  get  involved  in  the  Advance. 

Maclin  is  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
dictional  field  representative  for  Mission 
Development  for  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  He  recently  spent 
nearly  four  months  traveling  through 
Asia  and  Africa  visiting  Advance 
projects. 
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THE  ADVANCE 

UNITED  METHODIST  SECOND-MILE  GIVING 


UMCOR:  Aiding 
Millions  For  God 

More  than  5  million  people  in  68 
countries  are  aided  annually  through 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  programs  of  rehabilitation 
and  refugee  resettlement 

Personnel,  medicine,  food  and  shelter 
are  provided  through  Advance  Special 
gifts  to  help  people  weather  natural  dis¬ 
asters  and  those  of  human  origin. 

Emergency  needs  appear  daily  in  the 
world,  and  UMCOR,  a  division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
responds  daily  to  these  emergencies 
wherever  they  appear. 

Refugee  concerns  are  a  high  priority 
for  UMCOR,  particularly  in  Somalia 
where  the  church  ministers  to  the  needs 
of  some  20,000  destitute  people  at  the  Ali 
Matan  camp.  Basic  health  care,  supple¬ 
mental  feeding  and  land  cultivation  to 
grow  food  are  some  of  the  aid  strategies 
being  developed. 

The  church  is  asked  to  continue  to 
respond  to  the  task  of  refugee  resettle¬ 
ment.  Sponsors  are  needed  for  refugees 
from  Southeast  Asia,  the  Caribbean, 
Europe  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 

World  hunger  is  another  special  con¬ 
cern  of  UMCOR.  In  addition  to  the  1981-84 
World  Hunger  Special  Program  (see 
page  2),  UMCOR  is  engaged  in  many  pro¬ 
grams  dealing  with  hunger  such  as  seed 
experimentation,  irrigation  and  herd 
improvement. 

Advance  gifts  provide  timely  assis¬ 
tance  for  untimely  catastrophes. 
UMCOR  can  care  for  more  people  as 
Christians  express  their  concern  for  the 
world  through  the  Advance 


Givers  =  receivers  =  givers  —  a  central  message  of  the  new  Advance  film,  “Born  to  Give.”  High  school  teacher  Margaret 
Woods,  who  has  lost  her  sight,  is  aided  through  United  Methodism’s  Robeson  County  Church  and  Community  Center,  Lumberton, 
N.C.  The  center  is  an  Advance  project  of  the  National  Division,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  But  she  gives  as  well  as 
receives.  Here  her  sons  go  with  her  to  the  altar  to  make  her  Advance  gift  to  the  United  Methodist  Africa  Special  Program.  “Born 
to  Give”  can  aid  your  church  in  getting  started  in  the  Advance.  Contact  your  conference  resource  center  (film  library), 
conference  mission  secretary  or  EcuFilm,  810  Twelfth  Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203.  From  the  latter,  rental  is  $15,  sale  $150. 
Leader’s  guide  and  record  accompany  the  film. 
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A  Supplement  To  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


Darawan  Glaysook.  trained  by  the  International  Nursing  Services  Association,  immunizes  a  young  refugee  against  disease 
at  a  camp  in  Thailand. 


PHOTO  BY  JAMES  BRINKS 


If  Darawan  Glaysook  Were  in  Every  Camp  . . . 


By  JAMES  BRINKS 

Faced  with  thousands  of  refugees  — 
homeless,  hungry,  terror-stricken 
people  fleeing  into  Thailand  from  Cam¬ 
bodia  —  Thai  nurse  Darawan  Glay¬ 
sook  in  the  refugee  camp  knew  imme¬ 
diately  what  must  be  done  to  prevent 
a  huge  human  tragedy. 

She  and  her  small  staff  of  auxiliary 
nurses  assessed  the  most  urgent  needs, 
organized  the  camp  into  sections  and 
recruited  volunteers  to  begin 
immunizing  against  quickly  spreading 
disease.  In  such  a  situation,  the  response 
must  be  immediate  or  the  result  will  be 
unthinkable. 

At  the  same  time,  she  practiced 
preventive  medicine  by  organizing 
sanitation  brigades  to  dig  latrines  and 


keep  water  sources  from  being  polluted. 

Drawing  from  her  intensive  training  at 
the  International  Nursing  Services 
Association’s  (INSA)  Atlanta-based 
program  in  “Rural  and  Community 
Health  Nursing  for  Developing  Nations,” 
Darawan  observed:  “If  each  refugee 
camp  along  this  border  could  have  had  at 
least  one  nurse  with  the  kind  of  practical 
training  I  had  in  that  course,  much  of  this 
human  misery  could  have  been 
prevented.” 

Glaysook  has  a  particularly  effective 
Christian  witness.  Her  ministry  of 
healing  clearly  demonstrates  that  the 
God  of  love  cares  for  people  who  hurt. 

The  400  graduates  of  INSA’s  programs 
directly  touch  the  pain  of  more  than  2 
million  people  each  year.  The  nurses 


work  in  their  home  countries  without 
language  or  cultural  barriers.  INSA’s 
program  is  directed  by  international 
health  care  specialists. 

Since  two-thirds  of  the  human  race  will 
never  see  a  doctor,  no  matter  how  much 
they  hurt,  nurses  must  bear  a  primary 
burden  of  responding  to  pain.  INSA 
serves  these  courageous  local  nurses  in 
the  Third  World  by  providing  intensive 
training  programs  which  focus  directly 
on  the  overwhelming  problems  they  face 
daily. 

INSA  is  an  Advance  project  related  to 
both  the  National  and  World  divisions, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Brinks  is  administrative  director  of 
International  Nursing  Services 
Association  with  offices  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 


Fighting  World  Hunger  The  Advance  Way 


By  FRANKLIN  P.  SMITH 
World  Hunger  is  still  with  us  —  largely 
because  poverty  and  injustice  remain 
with  us. 

In  one  sense,  it  is  not  correct  to  say  that 
hunger  is  with  us,  because  few  who  read 
this  may  be  hungry. 

But  hunger  is  still  a  fact  of  life  for 
many  Native  Americans,  migrant 
farmworkers  and  urban  poor  people  in 
the  United  States.  And  hunger  is  very 
much  a  fact  of  life  among  millions  of 
people  in  other  countries. 

During  the  1977-80  quadrennium,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  responded  to  world  hunger 
by  giving  to  the  Missional  Priority  on 
Hunger  as  well  as  through  established 
channels  such  as  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  offering. 

In  the  1981-84  quadrennium,  in  addition 
to  the  regular  channels  for  giving,  the 
World  Hunger  Special  Program  focuses 
on:  • 

•  Assistance  in  food  production ; 

•  Analysis  of  root  causes  of  hunger ; 

•  Experimentation  and  research  on 
methods  of  addressing  domestic  hun¬ 
ger  programs ; 

•  Heightened  awareness  of  endemic 
hunger  in  the  United  States  and  of 
root  causes  of  hunger; 

•  Community  organization  and  develop¬ 
ment  to  alleviate  hunger  and  poverty; 

•  Economic  development  for  alleviating 
poverty  and  hunger; 

•  Public  policy,  legislation  and  imple¬ 
mentation  of  existing  policy; 


•  Christian  discipleship  by  dealing  with 
lifestyle  issues; 

•  Leadership  training  opportunities. 
Financial  support  of  the  World  Hunger 

Special  Program  can  make  a  significant 
difference  in  the  lives  of  hungry  people  in 
many  countries  around  the  world.  Here 
is  how  you  can  help : 

1.  Order  the  leaflet,  “World  Hunger 
Special  Programs:  A  Listing  of 
Hunger  Projects”  (3847)  from  the  Ser¬ 
vice  Center. 

2.  Note  the  variety  of  hunger  programs 
recommended  for  funding.  These 
include  rural  development  in  food- 
deficit  nations,  programs  in  the  U.S. 
exploring  new  patterns  for  using  and 
sharing  the  earth’s  resources,  and 
witnessing  on  critical  food  issues  to 
state  and  national  legislators. 

3.  Decide  where  you  want  your  money  to 
go.  Indicate  the  proper  code  number; 
all  World  Hunger  Special  Program 
numbers  begin  with  985.  Your  gift 
will  go  to  UMCOR,  which  has 
administrative  responsibility  for  the 
program. 

And  remember!  It  isn’t  enough  to  give 
to  hungry  people.  We  must  also  deal 
with  personal  and  family  priorities 
and  with  food  aid  and  trade 
regulations  that  in  some  ways  help  to 
perpetuate  poverty. 

Smith  is  hunger  coordinator  for'  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  Division,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  which  coordinates  the 
1981-84  World  Hunger  Special  Program. 


Here’s  Help 

The  Advance  is  the  official 
designated  giving  program  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  is 
“second-mile”  giving,  after  World 
Service.  United  Methodist 
individuals,  local  churches  and 
groups  may  designate  their  gifts  to 
approved  projects,  called  Advance 
Specials,  in  six  categories:  National 
Division,  World  Division,  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  Division  (units  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries),  Africa  Special 
Program,  World  Hunger  Special 
Program,  and  Conference  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Advance  Specials.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  do  not  participate  in  the 
Advance,  as  they  have  their  own 
channels  for  giving. 

The  Advance  is  guided  by  the 
Advance  Committee  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  which  elects  a 
director  of  the  Advance.  The 
chairman  of  the  Advance 
Committee  is  Bishop  Joel  D. 
McDavid  of  the  Atlanta  Area.  The 
director  of  the  Advance  is  the  Rev. 
William  T.  Carter,  New  York  City. 

This  tabloid  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Division  of  Program  and 
Benevolence  Interpretation,  United 
Methodist  Communications,  and  the 
Education  and  Cultivation  Division, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
Order  additional  copies  from  United 
Methodist  Communications,  1200 
Davis  St.,  Evanston,  IL  60201.  The 
cost  is  six  for  $1.50,  50  for  $5, 100  for 
$8, 1,000  for  $65. 

Here  are  some  ways  you  and  your 
church  can  receive  assistance  and 
begin  to  participate  in  the  Advance. 

I  Order  literature  including:  Part¬ 
nership  in  Missions:  Catalog  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Advance  Specials  (3653),  $2.50; 
The  Link  (5391),  how-to-manual, 
Free.  Order  from:  Service  Center, 
7820  Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45237.  Check  the  Service  Center 
catalog  and  use  this  schedule  to 
estimate  postage  and  handling  on 
orders:  sale  items  of  $3  or  less, 
add  75  cents;  $3.01-$10,  add  15  per¬ 
cent;  $10.01-$25,  add  10  percent; 
more  than  $25  add  5  percent;  free 
materials,  1-49  copies,  add  75  cents; 
50-100,  add  $1;  101-900,  add  $1  plus 
40  cents  per  100;  more  than  900, 
add  $3  plus  20  cents  per  100. 

Contact  your  conference  or 
district  mission  secretary,  or  your 
jurisdictional  field  representative: 
North  Central  -  Dwight  S.  Busacca, 
Room  4,  10  E.  School  Ave., 

Naperville,  IL  60540,  (312  )  357-0170; 
Northeastern  -  Alice  Trost,  Fifth 
Ave.  at  Henning  Road,  Saratoga 
Springs,  NY  12866,  (518  )  587-5325; 
South  Central  -  Kenneth  B. 
McIntosh,  1928  Ross  Ave.,  Dallas, 
TX  75201,  (214)  742-6247;  South¬ 
eastern  -  H.  T.  Maclin,  Room 
404,  159  Ralph  McGill  Blvd.  N.E., 
Atlanta,  GA  30365,  (404  )  659-1650; 
Western  -  David  H.  Blackburn,  625 
Hamilton  Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  CA  94301, 
(415)  321-0136. 

j  Contact  the  Advance  Office,  Room 
1316, 475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115,  (212)  870-3790. 

The  editors  of  this  tabloid 
welcome  comments,  criticisms  and 
concerns.  Please  send  any 
evaluation  to:  United  Methodist 
Communications,  1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  IL  60201. 

IF  THERE  WERE  NO  ADVANCE,  one 
million  children  who  attended  school 
with  scholarship  assistance  could  not 
have  received  the  education  that  enabled 
them  to  become  church  leaders. 

IF  THERE  WERE  NO  ADVANCE, 
many  new  churches  and  projects 
supported  in  their  initial  stages 
through  Parish  Partners  U.S.  A., 
community  centers  and  child  support 
programs  would  never  have  been 
developed. 
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By  LOVETT  HAYES 
WEEMS  JR. 

The  Advance  represents  one  of  the  real 
success  stories  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Not  only  is  it  practical  and 
workable;  it  also  is  rooted  in  a  firm 
biblical  mandate  for  mission. 

A  biblical  and  theological  basis  for 
giving  to  Christian  mission  begins  with 
the  affirmation  that  God  is  the  Creator, 
the  Giver  and  the  Redeemer  of  all  life. 
People  are  made  in  God’s  image  and  find 
satisfaction  and  fulfillment  in  being  true 
to  their  God-given  nature. 

Oppression,  injustice  and  suffering 
exist  in  our  world  because  sin  has 
corrupted  human  society.  Yet,  God  is 
always  present  to  bring  redemption, 
choosing  to  use  people  of  faith  as 
instruments  of  this  divine  purpose. 
Through  the  prophets,  for  instance,  God 


Have  Lens, 

By  KATHLEEN  HAIN1NG 

Each  December  for  the  past  five  years, 
Lowell  and  Ruth  Gess  have  closed  their 
Alexandria,  Minn.,  home  and  left  for  a 
tropical  climate.  Their  stays  in  the 
tropics  have  lasted  from  one  to  three 
months  -  nothing  '  unusual  for 
Minnesotans  wishing  to  escape  the  snows 
of  winter. 

But  for  Dr.  Lowell  Gess,  an 
ophthalmologist,  and  his  wife  Ruth,  a 
registered  nurse,  there  is  a  difference. 
Their  trips  take  them  off  the  usual  tourist 
track,  to  Sierra  Leone  where  for  several 
terms  they  have  served  as  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  at  the  Eye  Clinic  at  Bo. 

Knowing  their  permanent  return  to  the 
United  States  would  limit  the  eye  care 
available  to  the  people,  they  determined 
to  give  time  as  volunteers  each  year  to 
their  “second  country.”  Consequently, 
their  “winter  vacations”  are  filled  with 
hard  work,  long  hours  and  travel 
frustrations,  but  much  satisfaction. 

Speaking  of  his  work  in  Sierra  Leone, 
Dr.  Gess  says,  “Can  you  realize  what  a 
privilege  it  is  to  be  able  to  minister  to 
people  in  the  name  of  Christ  because  of 


gave  clear  concepts  of  justice  for  all. 
God  continues  to  work  through  willing 
people  of  faith  today. 

In  the  Old  Testament  God  calls  people 
of  faith  to  be  “a  covenant  to  the  people,  a 
light  to  the  nations,”  and  to  be  witnesses 
that  “salvation  may  reach  to  the  end  of 
the  earth.”  The  New  Testament  call  is 
equally  clear:  “Go  therefore  and  make 
disciples  of  all  nations  .  .  .  .”  (Matthew 
28:19). 

The  individual’s  highest  motive  for 
giving  to  mission  —  through  the  Advance 
and  in  other  ways  —  is  found  in  God’s 
unsearchable  love  made  fully  known  in 
Jesus  Christ.  "God  loved  the  world  so 
much  that  he  gave  his  only  son  that 
everyone  who  believes  in  him  may  not 
die  but  have  eternal  life”  (John  3:  16, 
TEV). 


Will  Travel 

the  support  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  folks  in  local 
congregations?  Have  you  ever  realized 
there  are  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
people  alive  today  and  able  to  see, 
because  of  the  commitment  by  our 
church  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus?” 

Now  the  Gesses  have  a  new  vision,  a 
dream.  While  much  of  his  work  has  been 
in  the  interior  rural  part  of  Sierra  Leone, 
Dr.  Gess  finds  a  growing  need  among  the 
people  of  Freetown,  the  country’s  largest 
city.  To  meet  those  needs,  he  dreams  of  a 
place,  a  small  building  to  house 
examining  rooms  and  a  surgery  area. 

United  Methodists  of  the  U.S.,  Sweden 
and  Germany  are  cooperating  to  make 
that  dream  come  true  as  they  contribute 
through  the  Advance  for  a  Freetown  eye 
clinic.  Such  a  center  will  serve  as  an 
operational  headquarters  for  other 
volunteer  ophthalmologists  willing  to 
explore  the  Gess  type  of  ministry.  It  will 
also  make  the  work  Lowell  and  Ruth  plan 
to  carry  on  more  effective  and  efficient. 

Haining,  of  Alexandria,  Minn.,  is  a 
member  of  the  Advance  Committee. 


Dr.  Lowell  Gess  gets  a  careful  fix  on  an  eye  patient  in  Sierra  Leone  through  one  of  the 
instruments  he  uses  in  optical  mission  service. 


IF  THERE  WERE  NO  ADVANCE, 
11,113  missionaries  and  nationals  would 
not  be  supported  as  pastors,  evangelists 
and  lay  preachers. 

IF  THERE  WERE  NO  ADVANCE, 
brain-damaged  children  in  Tampa,  Fla., 
would  have  missed  the  opportunity  to 
develop  their  minds  and  bodies  through  a 
special  program  designed  for  them. 

IF  THERE  WERE  NO  ADVANCE,  the 
barren  desert  land  of  Africa’s  Sahel 
could  not  have  been  irrigated  to 


“blossom  as  a  rose,”  to  produce  tons  of 
rice  to  feed  hungry  people. 

IF  THERE  WERE  NO  ADVANCE, 
thousands  of  people  in  Zaire,  who  can  be 
reached  only  by  air,  would  not  have 
heard  the  Gospel. 

IF  THERE  WERE  NO  ADVANCE, 
United  Methodists  would  not  have  many 
of  our  churches  who  share  the  Christian 
faith  .  .  .  hospitals  which  minister  to  the 
sick  .  .  .  community  developers  who 
organize  people  to  obtain  better  living 
conditions. 


In  his  own  life,  death  and  resurrection, 
Jesus  gave  new  meaning  to  the  Old 
Testament  concept  of  loving  God  with  all 
one’s  heart,  mind,  soul  and  strength  and 
a  neighbor  as  one’s  self. 

The  cross  stands  as  the  central  symbol 
of  Christian  giving,  a  vivid  reminder  of 
Christ’s  sacrificial  and  costly  service 
and  of  his  call  to  us  to  take  up  the  cross 
and  follow  him. 

As  the  church  —  the  body  of  Christ  in 
the  world  today  —  our  basic  task  is  to 
continue  Christ’s  ministry.  Our  model  is 
Jesus  who  lived  out  the  words:  “This  is 
my  body  which  is  given  for  you”  (1 
Corinthians  11:24). 

Through  the  Holy  Spirit,  God  gives  life 
to  the  church  and  empowers  its  mem¬ 


bers  with  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  “  ...  for 
the  equipment  of  the  saints,  for  the 
work  of  ministry,  for  building  up  the 
body  of  Christ”  (Ephesians  4: 12). 

We  see  new  visions  of  mission  through 
the  Advance  as  we  rediscover  our 
biblical  call  to  be  partners  in  mission.  We 
sense  the  amazing  movement  of  God’s 
Spirit  in  the  churches  of  the  world,  and 
we  hear  with  new  force  God’s  words, 
“Behold,  I  make  all  things  new” 
( Revelation  21:5,  RSV ) . 

Weems  is  pastor  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  and 
chairman  of  the  Mission  Development 
Section  of  the  Education  and  Cultivation 
Division,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


Persons-in-mission:  David  and  Corinne  Scott,  World  Division  missionaries  serving  in 
India 


Let’s  Hear  It  F or  Persons-in-Mission 


Persons.  They  carry  the  mission  of 
Christ  and  the  church.  Mission  depends 
on  persons.  So  why  not  call  them 
‘ 4  persons-in-mission  ’  ’  ? 

That  is  just  what  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  does,  and  a  goodly 
company  of  persons-in-mission  are  at 
work  in  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico,  and  in  Africa,  Asia,  Latin  America, 
the  Caribbean  and  the  South  Pacific. 

They  come  from  many  places  and  do 
many  things.  Some  are  American 
missionaries  serving  outside  the  U.S.  in 
time-honored  capacities  like  evangelism, 
education,  medicine  and  agriculture  -  or 
in  newer  roles  such  as  mass 
communications,  urban/industrial 
mission  and  teaching  in  secular  settings. 
Some  are  nationals  from  Asia,  Africa 
and  Latin  America  working  in  the  same 
roles  as  U.S.  missionaries  or  in  other 
capacities,  in  their  own  lands  and  in 
others. 

i  In  North  America  persons-in-mission 
include  home  missionaries,  deaconesses, 
church-and-community  workers,  urban 
missioners,  US-2s  (short-term 
missionaries),  community  developers 
and  others. 

United  Methodists  can  be  partners  in 
mission  with  persons-in-mission  through 
the  Advance  (as  well  as  through  other 
channels  of  giving  such  as  the  World 
Service  Fund  and  United  Methodist 
Women  Pledge  to.  Mission).  Several 
categories  of  Advance  Specials  are 
available,  and  the  service  of  some 
persons-in-mission  depends  on 


Person-in-mission:  Migdalena  Selva, 
director  of  the  Corson  Center  in  Puerto 
Rico. 

PHOTO  BY  ELLEN  CLARK 


participation  by  churches  and  groups. 
Support  of  World  Division  missionaries  is 
the  largest  Advance  category. 

Talk  with  your  conference  or  district 
mission  secretary  and  consult 
Partnership  in  Missions:  Catalog  of 
General  Advance  Specials.  (See  Page  2 
of  this  tabloid. ) 
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Church-Aided  Leader 


Designs  for  Tomorrow 


Leadership  development  is  a  key  to  the  1981-84  Africa  Special  Program  and  its 
emphasis  on  church  growth  and  development.  This  includes  leaders  of  many  kinds 
such  as  pastors,  as  in  this  pastors’  school  in  Zaire,  and  lay  officials.  Leadership 
development  is  one  of  the  principal  Advance  categories  in  the  Africa  Special 
Program.  photo  by  john  c.  goodwin 

Evangelism  in  Africa  Needs  You 


A  little  means  a  lot! 

You  have  heard  that  statement  before 
and  perhaps  it  never  seems  logical.  But 
to  North  Central  Jurisdiction  United 
Methodists,  it  does.  It  undergirds  their 
response  to  the  1981-84  Africa  Special 
Program  which  seeks  to  raise  $7  million 
for  an  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Devel¬ 
opment  Fund— including  $1  million  in 
Africa  and  $6  million  in  the  U.S. 

Key  church  leaders  in  that  jurisdiction 
adopted  $1.2  million  through  the  Advance 
as  its  fair  share  contribution.  More 
important,  they  discovered  that  for  as 
little  as  $1.20  a  member  they  could  reach 
that  goal! 

The  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Devel¬ 
opment  Fund  is  an  exciting  venture  in 
missionary  giving.  Through  it,  U.S.  con¬ 
gregations  have  become  partners  with 
African  churches  to  meet  three  critical 
needs  identified  by  African  church 
leaders:  evangelism,  church  growth  and 
leadership  development 

Africa  is  a  continent  termed  “afire  for 
Christ.”  Some  churches  are  growing  10 
to  15  percent  annually.  Annual  confer¬ 
ences  cannot  train  pastors  and  leaders 
and  build  churches  quickly  enough  to 
nurture  and  bring  together  new  converts. 

On  limited  incomes  of  several  hundred 
dollars  a  year,  African  church  members 
are  giving  sacrificially,  including  a  $1 
million  pledge  to  the  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development  Fund. 

The  North  Central  Jurisdiction  is 
eagerly  assuming  its  partnership  respon¬ 


sibilities.  At  the  end  of  1981,  pledges  were 
almost  double  the  fair  share  asking  of 
$1.2  million. 

Several  churches  adopted  January 
1982  as  “Africa  Church  Growth  and  De¬ 
velopment  Fund  Month.”  Offering  banks 
were  distributed,  mission  talks  were 
given  and  special  offerings  were  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  fund. 

Some  districts  are  putting  surplus 
funds  from  Mission  Saturation  events 
into  the  Africa  Church  Growth  and  De¬ 
velopment  Fund.  Several  conferences 
are  sending  persons  to  Africa  who  will 
return  to  speak  in  churches  and  raise 
funds. 

One  dollar  and  20  cents !  That’s  less  than 
the  average  cost  of  a  gallon  of  gas,  less 
than  the  price  of  a  good  book  and  less 
than  what  most  people  pay  for  a  half¬ 
gallon  container  of  orange  juice.  Will  you 
give  $1.20  —  or  more  —  for  evangelism, 
church  growth  and  leadership  develop¬ 
ment  in  Africa  through  the  Advance? 
Can  you  spare  12  dimes  for  missions? 


By  FAYE  WILSON-BEACH 

When  Isel  Vasquez-Fonseca  is  not 
teaching  Bible  studies  or  taking  her 
youth  group  out  on  a  tour  or  keeping  up 
with  her  and  her  husband’s  13-month-old 
son,  Daniel,  you  might  find  her  at  the 
drawing  board  designing  buildings.  Or 
you  might  find  her  sketching  plans  for 
remodeling  broken-down  structures. 

The  energetic,  brown-haired  young 
woman,  who  holds  degrees  in  architec¬ 
ture  and  interior  design,  is  using  her 
skills  to  recreate  worship  centers  — 
skills  she  developed  with  the  help  of  a 
United  Methodist  National  Leadership 
Development  grant 

A  familiar  slogan  —  “Youth  are  the 
church  of  tomorrow”  —  expresses  the 
basic  premise  of  the  Leadership  De- 

Getting  Started 

Many  groups  and  individuals  in  your 
church  should  be  involved  in  the  Ad¬ 
vance;  as  the  saying  goes,  “The  Advance 
is  for  everyone.”  To  be  specific,  the  Work 
Area  in  Missions  is  perhaps  the  group  to 
take  the  lead.  It  will  first  want  to  check 
and  see  that  your  church’s  asking  for  the 
World  Service  Fund  is  being  met.  Then  it 
can  check  with  various  groups  and  in¬ 
dividuals  to  see  where  mission  interest 
lies. 

Perhaps  someone  has  gone  from  your 
church  into  mission  service.  Perhaps 
someone  knows  of  a  need  in  a  partic¬ 
ular  part  of  the  world.  Your  annual 
conference  undoubtedly  has  chosen  cer¬ 
tain  Advance  Specials  for  support,  and 
you  will  want  to  check  these. 

When  you  have  determined  an  area  of 
interest,  turn  to  the  resources  for  help 
and  for  getting  started  in  the  Advance. 
See  under  “Here’s  Help”  on  Page  2; 
check  especially  your  conference  and 
district  mission  secretary,  your  jurisdic¬ 
tion  field  representative  and  Partnership 
in  Missions:  Catalog  of  General  Advance 
Specials. 

There  are  many  ways  of  getting 
started. 


Remember! 


Now  that  you  have  read  this  tabloid  it 
is  up  to  you  to  do  something  in  your 
church  about  the  Advance.  Take  the 
lead!  Work  with  others  but  see  that 
something  gets  started  now.  So  much 
depends  on  you  and  your  church.  A 
great  part  of  the  Christian  mission  is  in 
your  hands. 

For  starters,  turn  again  to  Page  1  and 


read  the  article  by  H.  T.  Maclin.  Look 
under  “Here’s  Help”  on  Page  2.  The  most 
important  address  for  information  is: 
Advance  Office,  Room  1316,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115  (212) 
870-3790. 

It’s  up  to  you.  Act  now.  Thank  you  and 
God  bless  you! 


velopment  Program  of  the  National 
Division,  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  The  program  annually  assists  more 
than  100  ethnic  minority  students  pur¬ 
suing  undergraduate  degrees. 

The  program  was  established  to  try  to 
close  the  gap  between  limited  family  con¬ 
tributions  and  steadily  spiraling  educa¬ 
tional  costs.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  and  desires  more  leaders 
from  ethnic  minority  local  churches,  but 
high  costs  have  kept  many  potential 
leaders  from  attending  college. 

The  grants,  formerly  known  as 
“Advance  Scholarships,”  are  made 
possible  through  Advance  Special  gifts. 
A  student  may  receive  a  maximum  of 
$1,000  an  academic  year  for  up  to  four 
years  of  undergraduate  study. 

Although  most  recipients  are  prepar¬ 
ing  for  the  ministry  or  other  church- 
related  professions,  the  program’s  intent 
is  to  develop  leaders  in  aD  fields. 
Vasquez-Fonseca  applied  for  a  grant  to 
study  architecture  and  interior  design 
because  she  believed  those  skills  were 
needed  within  the  church. 

“With  today’s  economy,  it  is  difficult  to 
acquire  land  and  erect  buildings,”  she 
says.  “People,  out  of  necessity,  are 
renovating  and  remodeling. 

“I  had  originally  hoped  to  assist 
churches  in  need  of  restoration.  Now,  I’m 
more  interested  in  helping  to  remodel  old 
buildings  in  order  that  worship  centers 
can  be  established.  ” 

A  member  of  the  Long  Island  City  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  New  York  when 
she  received  the  Leadership  Develop¬ 
ment  grant,  for  the  past  18  months  Vas¬ 
quez-Fonseca  has  been  working  in  the 
Iglesia  Cristiana  Juan  Wesley  (the  John 
Wesley  Christian  Church),  Miami.  There 
she  is  a  youth  counselor  and  teaches 
bilingual  Sunday  church  school  classes. 
With  the  older  youth,  she  has  developed  a 
consumer/career  program  which  is 
crucial  for  the  many  Hispanic  persons 
her  church  serves. 

Vasquez-Fonseca  is  married  to  the 
Rev.  Razziel  Vasquez,  youth  minister  at 
Iglesia  Cristiana  Juan  Wesley. 

Wilson-Beach  is  coordinator  of  con¬ 
sultative  services.  Mission  Development 
Section,  Education  and  Cultivation 
Division,  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 


The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR),  a 
division  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  is  the 
church’s  “4R” 
agency.  The  fourth 
R  is  important.  It  is 
renewal  of  life 
(sometimes  called 
development).  Gifts 
to  the  Advance 
help  UMCOR  make 
possible  renewal  of 
life  for  thousands 
around  the  world, 
restoring  hope  and 
dignity  as  well  as 
the  means  to  sur¬ 
vive.  One  example 
is  this  hand-pow¬ 
ered  irrigation 
pump  at  the  Am- 
nura  Agricultural 
Project  in  Bangla¬ 
desh.  The  crop  is 
rice. 


Partnership  has  always  been  a  part  of 
the  Advance,  including  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
The  Parish  Partners  U.S.A.  program 
continues  the  tradition.  Providing  a 
special  enrichment  to  the  church,  Parish 
Partners  links  one  congregation  with  an¬ 
other  in  any  of  several  places:  confer¬ 
ence-related  Asian-American  Ministries, 
conference-related  Hispanic  American 
Ministries,  conference-related  Indian 
Ministries,  Alaska  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence,  Hawaii  District,  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference.  Puerto  Rico 
Conference,  and  Rio  Grande  Conference. 
This  congregation  is  in  Fountain  Valley, 
Calif.  Advance  Specials  are  available  in 
a  variety  of  Parish  Partner  projects. 
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KNOXVILLE  —  The  Rev.  Harold  Bales,  a  United  Methodist  and  executive  director 
of  the  Church’s  Presence  at  the  World’s  Fair,  watches  as  solar  panels  are  erected  at 
the  site.  A  $695,000  interdenominational  exhibit  will  be  housed  in  the  Hall  of 
Technology  and  Lifestyle  (low  building  at  left).  The  “Sunsphere”  towers  266  feet  above 
the  site. 


Christians  display  ‘ spiritual  energy''  at  Expo 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

KNOXVILLE  —  When  visitors  flock  to 
the  World  Energy  Fair  starting  here  in 
May,  a  coalition  of  12  Christian  groups 
plan  to  charge  them  with  spiritual 
energy  as  well. 

The  church’s  3,300  sq.  ft.  display  is  one 
of  47  corporate,  state  and  international 
exhibits  on  the  World’s  Fair  theme: 
“Energy  Turns  the  World.”  The  exhibit 
and  “Christian  presence”  at  the  fair  is 
the  work  of  the  Association  of  Christian 
Denominations,  which  was  formed  in 
1981. 

Between  45,000  and  75,000  persons  daily 
are  expected  to  visit  the  church’s  exhibit 
which  features  a  three-part,  18-minute 
presentation  called  “The  Power,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Harold  Bales, 
executive  director  of  the  presence 
project. 

In  a  three-part  presentation,  designed 
by  Dallas’  Peter  Wolf,  visitors  will  be 
ushered  first  along  the  wall  of  a  dark 
room.  Suddenly  lights,  sound,  stars 
against  a  black  sky,  a  deep  sea  excursion 
and  a  “safari”  through  a  lush  jungle  will 
depict  “the  Creation.” 

Next,  each  group  will  move  to  the 
second  room  —  a  cylinder-shaped  cham¬ 
ber  topped  by  an  18-ft.  dome.  A  whirling 
cinematographic  presentation  will  por¬ 
tray  the  fall  of  humankind,  sweeping 
through  centuries  v  of  sociological 
maladies  —  hunger,  war,  waste  and 
poverty  —  the  solutions  to  which  humans 
continually  seek.  The  answer  to  those 
problems  is  revealed  in  the  form  of  a 
giant  sculpture  of  Christ. 


In  the  last  room,  sound  effects,  Scrip¬ 
ture  readings  and  music  “focus  on  the 
body  of  Christ  at  work  in  the  world,”  said 
Mr.  Bales,  a  United  Methodist.  “It  will  be 
a  statement  on  spiritual  energy.  Par¬ 
ticipants  will  be  challenged  by  what  they 
see,  hear  and  experience  to  feed  the 
hungry,  minister  to  the  sick,  work  for 
peace  and  to  use  responsibly  those 
resources  God  has  created  for  us,  in¬ 
cluding  energy.” 

Mr.  Bales  said  the  futuristic  design  of 
the  church’s  exhibit  will  complement  the 
fair’s  overall  use  of  modern  art  and  ar¬ 
chitecture.  “The  lights,  music,  visual  ef¬ 
fects  and  scripture  will  remind  people 
Who  is  in  charge  of  this  universe,”  he 
said.  “But  we  are  not  trying  to  send 
people  on  a  guilt  trip.  We  want  them  to 
come  out  feeling  a  sense  of  power  —  of 
spiritual  energy  to  effect  some  positive 
changes.” 

Church  publications,  such  as  the  Upper 
Room,  will  distribute  literature  and  take 
the  names  of  people  who  want  to  become 
involved  in  responsible  use  of  energy  and 
technological  blessings  to  help  the  poor, 
the  hungry  and  the  oppressed,  both  over¬ 
seas  and  right  in  our  own  cities,”  Mr. 
Bales  said. 

The  exhibit,  Mr.  Bales  said,  is  a  $695,000 
project  intended  to  make  an  eloquent 
Christian  interpretation  of  the  World’s 
Fair  theme.  Money  for  the  project  came 
from  agencies  of  several  denominations 
such  as  the  UMC’s  Holston  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship.  Mr.  Bales  estimated  that  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  groups  will  contribute  $115- 
$120,000  before  the  fair  closes  Oct.  31. 


Although  the  non-profit  corporation  of 
Protestant  and  Catholic  denominations 
pulled  the  project  together,  Mr.  Bales 
said  the  impetus  for  the  church’s  strong 
participation  in  the  fair  came  from  church 
people  in  the  U.S.  and  abroad.  He  said 
more  than  a  year  ago,  when  the  fair 
“really  began  getting  off  the  ground,” 
church  people  wrote  or  called  asking 
Knoxville  church  leaders  what  the 
Christian  input  would  be. 

“They  weren’t  interested  only  in  what 
churches  they  could  go  to  while  they 
were  here  or  where  their  church  groups 
could  stay,”  Mr.  Bales  said.  “They 
wanted  to  know  what  statement  Chris¬ 
tians  would  be  making  about  the  fair’s 
theme  and  our  responsibility  to  the  envi¬ 
ronment.” 

Soon  the  idea  of  an  exhibit  was 
developed  and  the  association  was  formed 
as  the  means  to  organize  ideas,  staff 
and  funding,  Mr.  Bales  said. 

“We’re  really  proud  of  the  whole 
idea,”  he  said.  “We  of  the  church  have  as 
much  to  say  about  energy  as  anyone  else. 
More  than  11  million  people  are  expected 
to  visit  the  World’s  Fair  this  year.  It 
would  have  been  a  tragedy  if  that  many 
people  came  to  such  an  historic  event 
and  the  Christian  churches  had  nothing 
to  say  to  them.” 

Other  denominations  within  the 
association  include:  African  Methodist 
Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion,  Cumberland  Presbyterian, 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  National 
Baptist,  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States,  Episcopal  Church,  Roman 
Catholic,  United  Presbyterian,  the  Church 


of  the  Brethren  and  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ). 

Several  local  United  Methodist  and 
other  churches  have  organized  to  offer 
housing  —  cots,  showers,  camper  space 
and  kitchen  facilities  —  to  visiting  church 
groups.  Church  Street  UMC,  standing 
high  on  a  hill  at  the  far  southeast  corner 
of  the  fair  site,  is  planning  noontime  pro¬ 
grams  and  daily  worship  services.  First 
UMC  will  have  at  least  one  international 
fellowship  exclusively  for  Methodists 
from  around  the  world. 

The  “Church’s  presence”  will  not  end 
when  the  fair  closes,  Mr.  Bales  said.  Ten¬ 
tative  plans  are  to  move  the  exhibit  to  a 
permanent  building  in  the  Knoxville  area 
after  Nov.  1.  A  film  version  of  “The 
Power”  is  also  being  considered.  The  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Christian  Denominations  will 
continue  to  sponsor  programs,  worship 
services  and  projects  in  this  area,  he  said. 

Mr.  Bales  said  inquiries  about  the 
church’s  participation  at  the  fair  have  in¬ 
creased  as  opening  day  approaches.  For 
more  information  write:  The  Church’s 
Presence  at  the  1982  World’s  Fair,  211  W. 
Fifth  Avenue,  Knoxville,  TN  37917. 

Members  of  other  denominations,  such 
as  Southern  Baptists,  independent  of  The 
Association’s  program,  will  provide  other 
church  displays  besides  the  inter¬ 
denominational  program.  The  “Baptist 
Pavilion,”  paid  for  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board,  Knox 
County  Baptist  Association  and  the 
Tennessee  Baptist  Convention,  will 
feature  church  and  college  choirs  from 
across  the  country. 


Two  seminaries  win  appeal 

UM  University  Senate  grants  four  ‘full  approvals’ 


r 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Two  seminaries  removed  from  United 
Methodism’s  “approved”  list  last  June 
have  been  reinstated. 

Officials  of  Ashland  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  Lutheran 
Theological  Southern  Seminary  in  Colum¬ 
bia,  S.C.,  told  the  Reporter  last  week  that 
the  schools  once  again  are  approved  to 
train  students  for  the  United  Methodist 
ministry. 

In  addition,  the  Reporter  has  learned 
that  another  school  removed  last  June  — 
Eastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  — 
has  been  continued  “under  review” 
while  remaining  off  the  United  Methodist 
“approved”  list. 

Gordon-Conwell  and  Memphis  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminaries,  which  were  placed  on 
a  kind  of  probation,  now  have  received 


IS  A  SOUL 
WORTH  $13? 


SABINA  will  be  two-years-old  this 
month.  Abandoned  by  her  parents,  and 
left  to  die  in  a  mud  hut,  there  seemed 
to  be  little  hope  for  her.  A  neighbor 
heard  the  child  crying,  picked  her  up  and 
took  her  to  a  Christian  orphanage. 

Sabina  is  from  India  where  many 
souls  suffer.  WORLD  S  CHILDREN.  INC.  is 
trying  to  help  just  as  many  children  as 
possible,  feeding  them  with  physical  and 
spiritual  food.  This  is  done  through  the 
sponsorship  program. 

What  does  it  cost?  Only  $13  a  month. 
Sirely  not  an  exorbitant  amount  to 
feed,  clothe  and  educate  a  child.  And 
the  joys  of  sponsorship  are  beyond 
compare!  You  may  write  your  child  if 
you  wish.  You  will  receive  regular 
progress  reports.  The  sponsorship  con 
be  for  ony  length  of  time  and  you 
will  receive  the  child's  name,  address, 
photo  and  case  history. 

WCI  is  U.S.  government  approved  and 
all  donations  are  tax  deductible.  Admin¬ 
istrative  costs  are  kept  at  a  minimum 
and  all  sponsors  are  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  annual  audit. 

Won’t  you  write  today  and  request  the 
sponsorship  of  Sabina  or  another  child 
like  her?  We  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you. 

Please  write: 


WORLDS 

CHILDREN 


Endosad  Is  poyment  (or  first 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Corol  A.  Ivey,  Director,  P.o.  box 
2979,  Winter  Haven,  FI  MMO. 


“full  approval”  from  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  University  Senate.  That  body  had 
its  first  round  of  voting  last  June  after  the 
start  of  an  unprecedented,  continuing 
review  of  non-United  Methodist  seminaries. 

Despite  the  “not-approved”  status  of 
Ashland  (The  Brethren  Church)  and 
Lutheran  Southern  (Lutheran  Church  of 
America),  United  Methodist  students  did 
not  desert  them  last  fall  (see  the 
Reporter,  Aug.  28).  Lutheran  Southern 
had  more  than  20  United  Methodists, 
Ashland  more  than  40.  Their  seminary 
administrators  told  them  they  were 
confident  they  would  win  an  appeal  to  the 
senate. 

Both  in  the  past  have  provided  a 
significant  percentage  of  the  ministers  in 
the  United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
near  them. 

The  senate  acted  on  the  status  of  the 
above-mentioned  five  seminaries  and 
three  others  the  first  Friday  in  January 
in  Atlanta.  As  it  did  last  June,  it  barred 
the  press  and  public  from  its  deliberations 
and  did  not  reveal  its  actions. 

The  other  three  seminaries  —  Oral 
Roberts  University,  Erskine  and 
Southern  Baptist  —  had  not  received 
letters  from  the  senate  by  the  Reporter’s 
press  time. 

The  senate  made  its  approval  of 
Lutheran  Southern  and  Ashland 
retroactive  which  means  students. will  be 
able  to  apply  last  fall’s  credits  toward  the 
requirements  of  UM  ordination. 

The  approval  of  those  and  Gordon- 
Conwell  and  Memphis  is  through  June  30, 
1983,  when  they  will  be  reviewed  again 
along  with  many  other  seminaries. 

University  Senate  leaders  repeatedly 
have  emphasized  that  “non-approval” 
did  not  reflect  negatively  upon  the 
academic  qualities  of  the  seminaries. 
Rather,  the  senate  was  judging  them  on 
how  well  they  prepared  students 
specifically  for  the  United  Methodist 
ministry.  Most  schools  which  lost 
approval  or  were  continued  on  a  kind  of 
probation  were  told  they  did  not  have 
enough  minorities  and  women  on  their 
faculty  and  in  their  student  body;  or  that 
their  courses  on  United  Methodist  social 
principles,  history,  structure  and 
doctrine  were  weak;  or  that  their 
requirement  that  faculty  members  sign  a 
doctrinal  statement  of  faith  was  rigid 
enough  to  threaten  academic  freedom. 

Dr.  Fred  Blumer,  head  of  the 


senate’s  review  commission,  has  stated 
that  the  senate  is  more  interested  in 
helping  seminaries  do  a  better  job 
training  United  Methodists  than  in 
placing  them  off-limits  for  UM  students. 

The  University  Senate  was  widely 
criticized  from  many  quarters  after  its 
first  actions  last  June.  The  comments 
were  kinder  last  week. 

“We  appreciated  very  much  the 
concern  by  the  United  Methodist  Church 
on  whether  we  are  doing  a  good  job,”  the 
Reporter  was  told  by  President  E.  Coldin 
Baird  of  Memphis  (Cumberland 
Presbyterian). 

“We  were  pleased  with  the  thorough¬ 
ness  of  the  review  commission,”  said 
President  Robert  Cooley  of  Gordon- 
Conwell  (interdenominational). 

Both  schools  have  among  the  largest 
UM  enrollment  of  non-UM  schools  with 
more  than  50  students  each  this  year. 


Laywoman  won’t  say  ‘can’t’ 

Although  stricken  with  cerebral 
palsy  from  birth,  Karabeth  Schleich 
of  Harris  Hill  N.Y.  is  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  laywoman  who  won’t  say 
“can’t.” 

A  member  of  Harris  Hill  UMC  Mrs. 
Schleich  has  to  use  crutches  whether 
she  is  conducting  her  church  school 
class  or  leading  a  United  Methodist 
Women’s  meeting.  She  also  owns  a 
store  for  needlepoint  enthusiasts  and 
is  a  fulltime  mother  to  her  two 
children. 

“I  guess  what  makes  me  go  is  when 
someone  says  ‘it  can’t  be  done.’  I 
decide  I’m  going  to  do  it,”  she  said. 
“Your  attitude  can  handicap  you  as 
much  as  anything.  I’d  rather  be  here 
the  way  I  am  than  not  be  here  at  all.” 

Mrs.  Schleich  has  been  president  of 
her  local  UMW,  associate  treasurer  of 
the  Buffalo  District  UMW,  and  was 
recently  elected  district  president  for 
^1982.  She  says  despite  her  limited 


been 


mobility,  the  church  has 
supportive  of  her  endeavors. 

“I  have  never  been  turned  down  for 
a  job  in  a  church,”  she  said.  “If  I 
wanted  to  do  a  job,  the  church  was 
always  willing  to  let  me  try.  I  have 
always  viewed  the  church  as  a  place 
where  I  am  accepted.” 

Mrs.  Schleich  praises  her  mother 
for  encouraging  her  as  a  child.  "My 
mother  never  said  ‘you  can’t  do  this  or 
that,’  ’’she said. 

Mrs.  Schleich  said  she  is  dedicated 
to  changing  society’s  attitudes  toward 
handicapped  persons.  She  has  held 
several  training  sessions  in  the  West¬ 
ern  New  York  Annual  Conference  on 
how  to  make  church  buildings  more 
accessible  to  disabled  persons  and  on 
how  to  understand  the  life  of  phys¬ 
ically  impaired  persons. 

“In  working  on  our  own  attitude  and 
others’  attitude,  a  handicapped 
person  can  overcome  a  lot,”  she  said. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Karabeth  Schleieh 
.  teaching  needlework 
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Doctors,  nurses  and  teachers 


Call  issued  for  110  more  mission  workers 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  “Doctors, 
teachers,  nurses,  social  workers:  the 
United  Methodist  Church  Needs  You.”  If 
recruiting  posters  were  put  up  in  local 
churches  around  the  country,  this  is  the 
slogan  they  would  bear. 

For  the  Office  of  Personnel  in  Mission 
is  engaged  in  an  unofficial  campaign  to 
recruit  110  missionaries  for  service 
outside  and  within  the  United  States. 
About  70  of  them  are  needed  to  fill 
requests  for  specialists  coming  from 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Asia,  the 
Pacific,  Africa  and  Latin  America. 

In  most  cases  the  term  is  three  years 
and  a  college  degree  is  required. 
Retirees  will  be  accepted  if  they  are  in 
good  health  and  have  the  necessary  skills 
and  experience,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Avery  C.  Manchester,  executive 
secretary  of  the  personnel  office. 

Two  programs  accepting  only  young 
adults  are  the  Asian  American  Intern 
Program  and  the  US-2  Program.  The 
first  seeks  10  young  people  to  work  nine 
months  in  Asia  and  then  return  to  share 
their  experiences  with  Asian-American 
churches  here  (see  related  story).  The 
second  features  two  years  of 


involvement  in  mission  in  the  U.S.,  doing 
campus  ministry,  social  work  or 
community  outreach. 

In  the  world  mission  sphere,  doctors 
are  needed  in  Zaire,  Zimbabwe,  Taiwan 
and  Haiti.  A  number  of  teachers  are 
needed  for  Zaire,  Nigeria,  Sierra  Leone, 
Zimbabwe,  Fiji,  Tonga,  Belize  and  Costa 
Rica,  with  teachers  of  theology  and 
nursing  in  special  demand.  In  addition, 
contract  positions  are  open  for  teachers 
of  English  in  Korea,  Japan,  Taiwan  and 
Zimbabwe. 

Perhaps  the  most  specialized  request 
comes  from  Samoa,  which  wants  a 
couple,  consisting  of  a  woodworking 
instructor  with  a  knowledge  of  general 
building  maintenance  and  farm 
construction  and  a  spouse  to  work  either 
as  a  nutritionist,  office  worker  or  teacher 
of  science  or  math. 

Two  positions  are  open  for  program 
associates  in  Hong  Kong  to  serve  as 
liaisons  for  Americans  going  to  the 
People’s  Republic  and  Chinese  coming  to 
the  U.S. 

From  Latin  America  comes  a  call  for 
pastors  for  Brazil,  Argentina  and  the 
Caribbean.  Agriculturists  are  also 


Those  interested  in  learning  more 
about  missionary  openings  should 
contact:  the  Rev.  Avery  Manchester, 
Office  of  Missionary  Personnel,  Room 
1470,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.Y.,  10115,  telephone  212-678-6064. 

needed  in  Brazil  and  Mexico. 

“On  the  home  front,  there  is  a 
continuing  need  for  home  missionaries 
and  deaconesses,”  said  Mr.  Manchester, 
“to  serve  as  teachers,  community  center 
directors  and  staff,  and  to  staff  homes  for 
the  aged  and  children.  Medical  personnel 
are  needed  for  National  Division 
institutions.” 

Several  positions  are  open  for  church 
and  community  workers  in  the  U.S.  Some 
of  these  involve  working  with  black 
churches  either  in  inner-city  or  rural 
areas,  primarily  in  Southern  states.  The 
Alaska  Missionary  Conference  needs  one 
pastor  immediately  and  four  this 
summer. 

“The  great  need  is  for  more  ethnic 
minority  involvement  in  the,  missionary 
enterprise,”  Mr.  Manchester  stated. 
“We  are  using  every  possible  point  of 


contact  to  reach  ethnic  minority 
communities  with  information  about 
openings,  both  at  home  and  overseas. 

He  cited  the  Asian-American  Intern 
Program  as  a  special  effort  to  engage  the 
Asian-American  community  in  mission. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  October,  directors 
raised  questions  about  the  procedures 
followed  in  the  recruitment,  selection 
and  training  of  missionaries.  “They  were 
concerned  about  attrition  and  not  having 
the  people  we  need,”  said  Mr. 
Manchester. 

“We  are  making  a  study  of  the 
procedures,”  he  said.  “This  will  be 
discussed  by  the  executive  committee  of 
the  PIM  Committee  in  February  and  it 
will  be  a  priority  for  the  full  committee  in 
March.  A  report  is  due  the  board  at  its 
fall  meeting.” 

Pleading  with  local  pastors  and 
campus  ministers  to  recruit  qualified 
young  people,  Mr.  Manchester  said,  “I 
am  frequently  amazed  and  appalled 
when  people  write  in  saying  why  doesn’t 
the  United  Methodist  Church  offer 
opportunities  for  missionary  service. 
The  truth  is  we  do.” 


Church  experts  differ  widely  on  new  school  bias  policy 


By  ELLIOT  WRIGHT 
Special  to  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Religious 
agencies  and  individual  church-state 
experts  diverged  widely  in  their 
reactions  to  the  Reagan  administration’s 
decision  to  revoke  IRS  rules  denying  tax 
exemption  to  private  and  religious 
schools  that  practice  racial 
discrimination. 

In  an  unexpected  turn  of  events,  the 
U.S.  Justice  Department  asked  the 
Supreme  Court  to  drop  two  cases  in 
which  the  federal  government  had 
opposed  tax  exemption  for  two  religious 
institutions  with  racially  discriminatory 
policies. 

Whatever  the  Supreme  Court  does,  the 
announcement,  coupled  with  actions  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  apparently 
grants  or  restores  tax  exemption  to  more 
than  100  schools,  religious  and  secular, 
previously  ineligible. 

Should  the  high  court  agree  with  the 
request,  the  issue  of  whether  religious 
schools  have  a  First  Amendment  right  to 
discriminate,  while  secular  schools  do 
not,  will  be  moot  in  the  present  litigation. 

Some  Jewish  groups  joined  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  and  civil 


rights  organizations  in  denouncing  the 
government  move,  which  restores 
exemption  to  Bob  Jones  University,  a 
fundamentalist  school  in  Greenville, 
S.C.,  and  extends  it  to  Goldsboro 
Christian  Schools  in  North  Carolina.  Both 
institutions  have  racially  discriminatory 
policies. 

Other  religious  organizations  and 
individuals  sought  to  balance  the  racial 
implications  with  potentially  positive 
legal  results,  especially  by  putting  the 
brakes  on  what  they  see  as  a  dangerous 
recent  trend  toward  letting  the  IRS  make 
tax  law. 

Government  sanctions  racism 

Samuel  Rabinove,  attorney  for  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  said  “We 
believe  discrimination  has  to  be  resisted 
in  any  possible  arena.  It  certainly  should 
be  given  no  sanction  by  government.  A 
grant  of  tax  exempt  status  is  indeed  a 
government  sanction." 

Nathan  Perlmutter,  director  of  the 
Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai  B’rith, 
called  the  development  “a  setback  to  the 
cause  of  equal  justice.” 

The  director  and  legal  counsel  of  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 


Affairs  took  a  more  modulated  view. 

“To  the  degree  that  this  decision 
represents  a  retreat  from  racial  justice, 
we  deplore  it,”  said  Dr.  James  M.  Dunn, 
executive  director  of  the  Baptist  agency. 
“If  it  is  the  forerunner  of  a  new  era  of 
Reagan  racism,  we  denounce  it. 

“At  the  same  time,  to  the  degree  that  it 
represents  an  acknowledgement  that  the 
IRS  cannot  arbitrarily  and  arrogantly 
enforce  national  policy  at  the  expense  of 
religious  liberty  guarantees,  it  is  a 
correct  decision.” 

News  analysis 

_ y' _ 

Some  experts  in  church-state  relations 
found  the  government  action  necessary 
to  shift  the  responsibility  for  making  tax 
law  into  the  hands  of  Congress. 

“The  Treasury’s  decision  to  stop  using 
racial  discrimination  as  a  reason  for 
denying  tax  exemption  is  laudable,”  said 
the  Rev.  Charles  M.  Whelan,  S.J.,  a 
professor  of  constitutional  law  at  the 
Fordham  University  Law  School. 

“This  returns  to  the  point  that  the 
Treasury  had  taken  until  about  1970,  and 
then  Treasury  changed  more  for 
political  than  for  legal  reasons. 


Congress  should  decide 

“The  Internal  Revenue  Code 
nothing  about  racial  discrimination  and 
tax  exemption,  and  if  the  code  is  going  to 
say  anything,  Congress  should  decide,  not 
subordinate  agencies  of  government.” 

Father  Whelan  noted  that  the  Supreme 
Court  has  never  decided  a  case  involving 
statutory  law,  discrimination  and 
exemption,  or  one  dealing 
compelling  reasons  for  denial 
exemption. 

The  Rev.  Dean  M.  Kelley,  director  for 
civil  and  religious  liberties  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  also 
observed  that  racial  considerations  are 
not  mentioned  in  the  section  of  the  tax 
code  on  non-profit  organizations  and 
exemption. 

Mr.  Kelley,  a  United  Methodist, 
personally  agrees  with  a  brief  on  the  Bob 
Jones  cases  filed  jointly  by  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  the  American 
Baptist  Churches.  That  brief  argued  that 
the  IRS  exceeded  its  power  in  making  the 
rules  that  the  Treasury  is  now  revoking. 

What  the  IRS  did,  the  Protestant  brief 
asserted,  is  to  insert  a  “public  policy” 


says 


tax 

with 

of 


test  never  sanctioned  by  Congress  into 
the  law. 

The  backgrounds  to  the  cases  before 
the  Supreme  Court  and  to  the  IRS  rulings 
in  question  are  complex  and  began  more 
than  a  decade  ago. 

Interwoven  in  the  legal  controversy 
are  court  cases,  administrative  law, 
procedural  issues.  First  Amendment 
arguments,  debates  pitting  common  law 
against  legislative  language,  and 
perplexities  over  the  matter  of  who  sets 
and  enforces  “public  policy.” 

Since  1970,  the  IRS  had  maintained 
that  racial  discrimination  violates  a  well- 
defined  public  policy  supporting 
integration.  Racial  inclusiveness  as  a 
test  for  tax  exemption  was  applied  to 
secular  private  schools  in  1971  and  to 
religious  schools  in  1975.  But  further 
attempts  to  write  new,  stronger  rules 
were  blocked  by  congressional  action  in 
1980. 

Mr.  Wright  is  coordinator  of  the 
Project  on  Church.  State  and  Taxation  of 
the  National  Conference  of  Christians 
and  Jews. 
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Poland,  Guatemala,  Iran  do  wngraded 

1981  6 not  good  year’  for  freedom 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  peoples  of  Poland, 
Guatemala,  Iran,  Surinam,  Grenada 
and  Gambia  suffered  great  losses  of  free¬ 
dom  in  1981,  according  to  Freedom 
House,  a  human  rights  organization  de¬ 
voted  to  the  spread  of  democratic  values. 

"1981  was  not  a  good  year,"  said  Dr. 
Raymond  D.  Gastil,  director  of  the 
Freedom  House  Survey.  Instances  of 
people  gaining  a  bit  more  freedom  were 
rare,  said  Dr.  Gastil  who  has  been  com¬ 
piling  a  "freedom  map”  annually  since 
1972. 

The  struggle  for  freedom  for  all  people 
of  God  is  a  “continuous  unfolding  of  the 
gospel,”  reads  a  resolution  passed  by 
United  Methodism’s  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

That  resolution  urges  governments  to 
cease  all  financial,  military,  open  or 
covert  support  of  governments  that 
systematically  violate  the  rights  of  their 
citizens. 

The  rights  of  speech,  assembly, 
dissent,  due  process  and  worship  are 
specified  as  United  Methodist  Church 
concerns. 

Freedom  House,  a  non-profit 
autonomous  organization,  includes  those 
rights  among  its  some  two  dozen  criteria 
for  rating  freedom.  Also  included  are  fair 
election  laws  and  procedures,  communi¬ 
cations  media  free  of  state  control,  alter¬ 
native  political  parties,  freedom  for  work¬ 
ers  to  organize  and  for  citizens  to  choose 
their  residence  and  to  travel.  Dr.  Gastil 
works  nearly  full-time,  year-round  gather¬ 
ing  information  upon  which  to  base  his  map. 


The  1980  “freedom  map”  showed 
Poland  to  be  the  only  communist-ruled 
nation  to  be  lifted  out  of  the  “not  free” 
category  and  into  the  “partly  free” 
category  because  of  continuing  reform 
there.  Declaration  of  martial  law  drop¬ 
ped  it  back  into  a  "not  free”  status. 

Iran  was  considered  “partly  free”  in 
1980  because  of  fairly  open  and 
widespread  elections.  "But  the  scope  of 
the  elections  is  narrowing,  and  there  is 
more  killing  of  the  opposition,”  Dr. 
Gastil  said,  so  Iran  has  joined  the  list  of 
"not  free”  nations. 

Three  Western  Hemisphere  nations  fell 
from  "partly  free”  to  "not  free”  in  1981. 
The  right-wing  Guatemala  government 
increasingly  kills  people  who  exercise 
freedoms  of  press  and  political  op¬ 
position,  Dr.  Gastil  said. 

And  the  Marxist-Leninist  government 
of  Grenada  continued  to  take  away 
freedoms  enjoyed  by  that  Caribbean 
island’s  people  before  the  coup  in  1979. 

Surinam  in  northern  South  America 
experienced  a  military  coup. 

Remaining  in  the  “not  free”  category 
in  the  Western  Hemisphere  are  Haiti, 
Cuba,  Bolivia  and  Argentina. 

The  only  improvement  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere,  according  to  Freedom 
House,  was  in  Honduras,  which  did  not 
rise  from  its  "partly  free”  category  but 
did  have  “better"  elections  in  1981. 

Dr.  Gastil  emphasized  that  the 
"freedom  map”  does  not  pretend  to 
measure  how  well  a  country  feeds, 
educates  and  provides  jobs  and  medical 
care  to  its  citizens,  also  advocated  by  the 
UMC  resolution.  “This  is  not  a  goodness 
map.  Some  people  might  prefer  to  live  in 


one  of  the  ‘not  free’  countries  instead  of 
one  of  the  ‘free’  ones.  But  many  freedom 
issues  do  relate  to  those  other  matters.” 

Asked  if  a  communist  country  could 
ever  be  considered  free,  without  adop¬ 
ting  a  free  enterprise  economic  system, 
Dr.  Gastil  said,  "Certainly.  What  is  im¬ 
portant  is  that  the  people  have  the 
freedom  to  choose  free  enterprise  or  any 
other  economic  system  if  they  want.” 

Freedom  House  placed  South  Africa  — 
target  of  much  criticism  from  the  in¬ 
ternational  Christian  community  —  in 
the  "not  free”  category  this  year.  "In 

1980,  it  just  barely  stayed  ‘partly  free’,” 
he  said.  "It  probably  wasn’t  any  worse  in 

1981,  but  we  learned  more  about  the 
relocation  of  blacks  and  found  out  how 
forced  it  was. 

Gambia  in  West  Africa  fell  from 
“free”  to  “partly  free”  as  political  trials 
increased  and  opposition  parties  were 
held  in  abeyance. 

When  Zimbabwe  was  still  white-ruled 
Rhodesia,  Freedom  House  rated  it 
almost  low  enough  to  be  considered  "not 
free.”  Since  the  advent  of  black  majority 
rule  and  a  Marxist  leader,  freedoms  have 
been  restored  to  the  point  that  Zimbabwe 
almost  was  considered  “free”  in  1981. 
However,  the  Freedom  House  survey 
warns  that  several  signs  toward  the  end 
of  the  year  indicated  Zimbabweans  could 
lose  many  of  their  freedoms  in  1982. 

Displaying  slight  improvements 
because  of  improved  elections  in  1981 
were  the  Ivory  Coast,  Kuwait,  Taiwan, 
Tunisia,  Mauritius  and  Singapore, 
Freedom  House  reported. 


Critic  urges  Christians  to  see  telecast 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

TUPELO,  Miss.  —  The  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Wildmon,  the  United  Methodist  minister 
here  who  heads  both  the  Coalition  for 
Better  Television  and  the  National 
Federation  for  Decency,  has  issued  a 
press  release  encouraging  Christians  to 
watch  a  two-hour  special  Feb.  1  on  ABC- 
TV. 

The  special’s  title  is  "Pray  TV.”  Mr. 
Wildmon  said  he  had  not  seen  a  preview 
tape  of  the  show  but  he  told  the  Reporter, 
"I  understand  it  deals  with  television 
evangelists  and  with  ministries  which 
use  television. 

Mr.  Wildmon  speculated,  though,  that 
the  network  will  use  the  show  "to  reveal 
its  official  attitude  toward  ministers  who 
use  television  or  as  one  way  to  ‘get  at’ 
some  ministers  with  whom  ABC 
disagrees  politically.  And  if  it’s  the  lat¬ 
ter,  that’s  frightening.” 

In  Dallas,  a  press  relations  person  with 
the  ABC  affiliate,  WFAA-TV,  said  this  is 
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the  program  description  sent  to  the 
station  by  the  network:  “John  Ritter  por¬ 
trays  a  young  minister  in  the  employ  of  a 
charismatic  evangelist  who  questions  his 
calling  to  this  kind  of  ministry.”  The 
WFAA  spokeswoman  also  said  that  the 
show  features  Mr.  Ritter,  Ned  Beatty, 
and  Madolyn  Smith. 

The  show  is  scheduled  for  8-10  p.m. 
CST  Monday,  Feb.  l. 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  that  "the  Pray  TV 
thing”  was  the  big  item  on  his  agenda, 
but  less  than  a  week  earlier  he  had  issued 
a  press  release  calling  on  RCA/NBC  "to 
make  a  public  apology  to  Christians  for 
helping  sponsor  a  vicious  eight-page  anti- 
Christian  section  in  the  December  issue 
of  Playboy  magazine." 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  he  had  received  no 
response  from  RCA/NBC,  "and,  to  be 
perfectly  honest  based  on  their  record,  I 
expect  none  of  any  substance.” 

In  addition  to  calling  on  RCA/NBC  to 
apologize,  he  asked  the  network  and  its 
owner  conglomerate  to  withdraw  all  ad¬ 
vertising  from  Playboy  "and  similar 
magazines  in  the  future  and  to  stop  anti- 


Christian  discrimination  in  their  network 
programs.” 

The  eight-page  special  section,  which 
carried  no  advertising,  is  entitled 
"PRAYBOY.”  The  section  includes  an 
“interview  with  God”  and  a  feature  titled 
‘‘No  Porn  Again,”  subtitled  “Mrs. 
December  used  to  bare  more  than  her 
arms  for  satan,  but  now  she  covers  up 
for  the  lord.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  he  issued  the 
demand  for  an  apology  from  RCA/NBC 
because  the  communications  firm  “con¬ 
tributed  thousands  of  dollars  to  Playboy 
via  advertising  to  help  produce  the 
vicious  section  which  belittles,  demeans, 
ridicules  and  mocks  Christ  and 
Christians  .  .  .  Christians  are  under  no 
obligation  to  do  business  with  a  company 
which  mocks  Christ  and  their  faith.’’ 

Mr.  Wildmon  made  news  of  a  different 
sort  in  still  another  magazine.  The  Jan.  4 
issue  of  “Advertising  Age,”  the  national 
trade  journal  of  the  advertising  industry, 
named  him  one  of  “the  top  ten”  who 
made  news  in  the  marketing  world  in 
1981. 


Alaska  Pacific  re-accredited 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ANCHORAGE  —  Alaska  Pacific 
University,  the  only  United  Methodist- 
related  university  in  the  state,  last  month 
received  full  accreditation  from  the 
Northwest  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges,  according  to  Anchorage 
newspaper  reports. 

Accreditation  from  the  association, 
one  of  the  regional  accrediting  agencies 
operating  throughout  the  United  States, 
means  that  course  credits  from  the 
university  will  be  accepted  at  other  in¬ 
stitutions  of  higher  education.  Among  the 
things  reviewed  were  academic 
programs,  faculty,  physical  plant  and 
financial  status. 

After  closing  for  a  year  in  1976  due  to 


financial  troubles,  the  northern-most 
United  Methodist  school  lost  its  ac¬ 
creditation  from  the  regional  body  in 
1977. 

Alaska  Pacific,  founded  in  1957,  has  a 
special  denominational  relationship  as 
do  Scarritt  College  in  Nashville  and 
American  University  in  Washington, 
D.C.  Each  receives  funding  from  the 
UMC’s  Three  Colleges/Universities  fund 
allocated  quadrennially  by  the  General 
Conference.  This  year  each  is  to  receive 
$136,666. 

Alaska  Pacific  received  accreditation 
on  its  first  try  after  only  a  four-year 
waiting  period,  the  minimum  required 
by  the  association’s  bylaws. 
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United  Methodists  continue  fights 
against  gambling  in  their  states 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  continuing  to 
battle  legalized  gambling  and  hoping  to 
duplicate  the  successes  during  the  past 
year  of  religious  campaigns  in  Michigan 
and  New  York  where  casino  gambling 
proposals  were  defeated. 

Skirmishes  are  expected  during  1982  in 
Tennessee,  Florida,  California  and 
Maryland  over  various  forms  of 
gambling  proposals. 

For  United  Methodists  in  Tennessee, 
the  concern  is  immediate  as  the  state 
Senate  already  has  passed  a  bill 
authorizing  a  referendum  on  the  legaliza¬ 
tion  of  on-track  betting  for  dog  racing  in 
Nashville  and  horse  racing  in  Memphis. 
House  action  is  anticipated  in  the  next 
few  months,  according  to  Bishop  Edward 
L.  Tullis  of  Nashville  who  is  leading  UM 
opposition  in  the  religious  community’s 
drive. 

Bishop  Tullis  said  he  opposes  legalized 
gambling  because  those  who  have  the 
least  are  commonly  seen  placing  bets  at 
the  dog  races  in  Arkansas. 

He  acknowledged  that  people  addicted 
to  gambling  probably  will  find  a  place  to 
place  their  bets  if  the  Tennessee 
legislation  doesn’t  pass.  However,  the 
bishop  added  that  another  important 
reason  to  oppose  racetrack  gambling  is 
that  organized  crime  often  comes  with  it. 

The  anti-gambling  stance  in  the  United 
Methodist  "Social  Principles"  states: 

“Gambling  is  a  menace  to  society, 
deadly  to  the  best  interests  of  moral, 
social,  economic  and  spiritual  life  and 
destructive  of  good  government  .... 
Community  standards  and  personal 
lifestyles  should  be  such  as  would  make 
unnecessary  and  undesirable  the  resort 
to  commercial  gambling,  including 
public  lotteries,  as  a  recreation,  as  an 
escape,  or  as  a  means  of  producing 
public  revenue  or  funds  for  support  of 
charities  or  government.  ” 

Religious  opposition  in  Maryland  is 
focused  on  "instant  win”  lottery  tickets 
and  neighborhood  off-track  horse  race 
betting  parlors,  according  to  the  Rev. 
David  Rimsbach  of  the  Baltimore 
Annual  Conference. 

He  said  several  bills  expected  in  the 
current  session  of  the  Maryland 
legislature  would  make  illegal  the 
instant  lottery  now  used  in  the  state.  By 
scraping  off  a  small  painted  surface  of 
the  lottery  ticket,  an  individual  can  see  if 
he  or  she  is  a  winner.  While  the  state’s 
governor  has  said  he  will  not  institute 
this  type  of  lottery  after  the  spring 
contest,  Mr.  Rimsbach  said  the  state 
should  pass  a  law  against  it. 

Legal  on-track  betting  at  Maryland’s 
horse  races  is  such  a  profitable 
"institution”  in  the  state,  he  said,  that  he 
doubts  state  legislation  rescinding  it 
could  be  passed. 


“We  can  at  least  keep  it  out  of  our 
neighborhoods,”  he  said,  by  opposing  the 
betting  parlors. 

For  United  Methodists  in  Florida,  the 
campaign  is  trying  to  stop  a  state  lottery 
and  casino  gambling  referendum. 

The  Rev.  David  Lindsay,  who  heads 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference’s  opposi¬ 
tion  effort,  said  he  expects  both  the  pro- 
and  anti-gambling  campaigns  to  pick  up 
this  spring.  The  Florida  conference  plans 
an  educational  campaign,  outlining  the 
problems  that  frequently  accompany 
legalized  gambling. 

Mr.  Lindsay  said  a  letter  he  received 
from  the  UM  district  superintendent  in 
Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey  suggested  one 
reason  casino  gambling  was  legalized 
there  was  that  churches  didn’t  repeat  the 
considerable  fight  they  waged  the  first 


Mud  slides  wreak  havoc 
with  California  camp 

SAN  FRANCISCO  -  United 
Methodists  reported  heavy  damage  to 
their  conference  campgound  and  scat¬ 
tered,  relatively  minor  damage  to 
churches  following  heavy  rains  and  mud 
slides  which  killed  at  least  36  persons  in 
this  area  in  early  January. 

Mud  slides  were  reported  to  have 
destroyed  one  dorm  and  one  bath  facility 
at  Monte  Toyon,  the  conference  camp¬ 
ground.  Damage  was  estimated  be¬ 
tween  $75,000  and  $100,000  according  to 
the  California-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

One  church  reported  it  "got  the  mud" 
from  one  hill  that  collapsed  but  got  only 
water  inside.  No  United  Methodists  were 
reported  among  the  fatalities. 

Churches  in  the  California-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference  were  asked  to  compile 
lists  of  volunteer  teams  of  five  each,  in¬ 
cluding  a  designated  leader,  to  help  with 
cleanup  in  the  storm  area.  Churches 
were  also  asked  to  collect  food  for  storm 
victims. 

Women  arrested,  jailed  for 
protest  honoring  pioneer 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Seventeen 
women,  including  a  program  coordinator 
in  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  were  arrested  Jan. 
11  for  demonstrating  in  honor  of  a 
pioneer  of  women’s  equality. 

Among  the  group  was  Jane  Hull  Har¬ 
vey  of  the  social  action  agency.  The  17 
were  handcuffed  and  held  in  jail  five 
hours  before  a  hearing  at  which  each 
pleaded  guilty  to  charges  of  disorderly 
conduct  and  paid  a  $60  fine. 


year  it  was  proposed. 

This  is  the  second  time  around  for  the 
casino  gambling  proposal  in  Florida,  and 
Mr.  Lindsay  said  he  hoped  —  and 
expected  —  church  opposition  there 
would  remain  staunch  and  vocal. 

Gambling  opposition  among  United 
Methodists  is  being  led  by  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  local  churches  in  affected 
states,  and  not  by  a  national  effort, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez, 
the  director  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  Gambling  is  but 
one  of  a  dozen  concerns  in  his 
department.  However,  he  indicated  that 
it  could  assume  a  sure  prominent  place 
on  the  board’s  agenda  as  more  annual 
conferences  and  local  churches  are 
confronted  by  efforts  to  legalize 
gambling. 


The  demonstration  in  Lafayette  Park, 
opposite  the  White  House,  was  in  honor  of 
Alice  Paul,  founder  of  the  National 
Women’s  Party  and  the  Congressional 
Union.  As  did  Mrs.  Paul  and  her  follow¬ 
ers,  more  than  50  women  shared  here  in 
burning  effigies.  Then  it  was  President 
Woodrow  Wilson;  on  Jan.  11  it  was  Pres¬ 
ident  Reagan.  Both  support  women’s 
equality  but  not  in  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Plans  for  the  event  began  at  an  August 
prayer  vigil  of  the  Religious  Committee 
for  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment. 

Cholera  epidemic  in  Zaire 
takes  life  of  UM  pastor 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS) -An  expanding 
cholera  epidemic  in  southeastern  Zaire 
has  claimed  the  lives  of  3,000  people,  ac¬ 
cording  to  unofficial  but  reliable  sources. 

Informally,  local  officials  in  the  area 
have  asked  for  international  aid,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Duvon  Corbitt,  executive 
secretary  for  overseas  medical  work  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Dr.  Corbitt  observed  the  outbreak  in 
November  on  a  routine  visit  to  mission 
stations  in  the  area.  He  subsequently 
learned  by  telephone  that  Pastor  Saika,  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  died  of 
cholera  in  mid-December. 

At  Dr.  Corbitt’s  request,  Church  World 
Service,  the  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  USA,  sent  via 
Lubumbashi  30,000  tetracycline  tablets, 
100,000  doses  of  cholera  vaccine  and  2,000 
intravenous  sets  with  needles.  Additional 
quantities  of  lactate  solution  were 
requested  from  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  which 
was  asked  to  alert  the  World  Health 
Organization  to  the  situation. 
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The  General  Council  on  Ministries  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  producing  an 
18-book  series:  Into  Our  Third  Century.  It 
provides  a  survey  of  major  issues  of 
ministry  and  organizational  concerns  that 
confront  United  Methodists.  Use  them  in 
long-range  planning,  strategy  develop¬ 
ment  in  group  study,  and  for  self-study 
and  information.  Paper. 

Newest  Titles: 

A  PRACTICAL  VISION  OF  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN  UNITY,  by  Jean  Caliey  Lyles.  An 
exploration  of  the  ecumenical  involve¬ 
ments  of  United  Methodists  on  all  church 
levels.  A  penetrating  analysis  with  a 
clear  overview  of  the  church's  ecumeni¬ 
cal  heritage  and  its  mandate  to  continue 
in  this  cause. 

A01-33330X.  $3.95 

1  PATHS  TO  TRANSFORMATION:  A 

<r:  1  Study  of  the  General  Agencies  of  The 

"  <mS  United  Methodist  Church,  by  Kristine  M. 
Rogers  and  Bruce  A.  Rogers.  Answers 
important  questions  concerning  the  de¬ 
velopmental  roles,  functions,  strengths 
and  weaknesses,  and  the  strategies  of 
the  Church's  general  agencies. 
A01-300940.  $3.50 
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OTHER  IMPORTANT  TITLES: 

Image,  ol  the  Future,  by  Alan  K.  Waltz  A01-186897.  $2.95 
The  Church  In  a  Changing  Society,  by  William  Ramadan. 

AO  1-082501.  S3.95 

In  Pralee  ol  Learning,  by  Donald  Rogers 
A01-189101.  $2.95 

Ministries  Through  Non-Parish  Institutions,  by  William  Ramsden. 
AO  1-270375.  S3.95 

Shaping  the  Congregation,  by  Robert  Wilson. 

AO  1 -38334 X  S4.50 

Women.  Change,  and  the  Church,  by  Nancy  Van  Scoyoc. 

A01 -459583.  S3.95 

Sources  and  Shapes  ol  Power,  by  John  Sherwood  and  John 
Wagner.  A01 -391423.  S3.9S 
Context  lor  Discovery,  by  Neal  F.  Fisher. 

AO  1-096200.  $4.50 
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1 V  Steering  Committee 
meets  in  Shreveport 


SHREVEPORT  (UMNS)  -  Members 
of  a  steering  committee  for  the  recently 
revamped  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry  campaign  had  their  spirits 
boosted  here  Jan,  8-9  by  the 
announcement  of  a  $100,000  pledge. 

The  anonymous  gift  brings  to  more 
than  $350,000  the  amount  received  in  gifts 


and  pledges  for  the  national  campaign, 
according  to  Nelson  Price,  the  recently 
named  manager  of  the  campaign, 
succeeding  A.  LeRoy  Lightner  who 
resigned. 

The  26-member  steering  committee, 
co-chaired  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  president 


Charles  Cappleman  and  UMCom 
General  Secretary  Curtis  Chambers,  met 
in  Shreveport  so  members  could  visit  the 
television  production  facilities  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  church  is 
the  first  in  the  denomination  to  have  its 
own  “up-link”  earth  station  which 
enables  it  to  telecast  to  cable  systems 


throughout  North  America. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  has 
ordered  45  “downlink”  disc  antennas  for 
installation  at  church  sites  across  the 
state.  First  Church  Pastor  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes  and  Louisiana  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  welcomed  the  committee  and 
shared  their  plans  for  the  facility  and 


network.  Dykes  offered  the  use  and 
benefits  of  the  facilities  to  the  total 
denomination.  In  response,  the  committee 
adopted  a  formal  statement  commending 
the  congregation  and  the  conference  for 
their  innovative  work. 

While  the  TV  Presence  and  Ministry, 
approved  by  the  1980  General  Conference 
is  national  in  scope,  the  committee 
emphasized  that  it  is  not  limited  to 
programs  produced  by  the  national  office 
of  United  Methodist  Communications. 

“We  consider  programs  produced 
locally  and  regionally  by  United 
Methodists  to  be  a  vital  part  of  the 
National  TV  Presence  and  Ministry,”  the 
committee  members  said  in  their 
statement. 

“And  we  understand  part  of  our  roles 
to  be  that  of  facilitating  the  production 
and  national  distribution  of  such 
programs  in  a  fashion  akin  to  the  Public 
Broadcasting  System.  ” 

The  committee  has  already  begun  to 
develop  cooperative  working  relation¬ 
ships  with  existing  satellite  uplinks  and 
downlinks  and  program  production  facili¬ 
ties  such  as  those  in  Shreveport.  Price 
estimates  there  are  at  least  300  different 
local,  annual  conference  and  regional 
television  ministries  now  in  operation 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
The  United  States. 

The  committee  discussed  several 
reactions  and  suggestions  to  the 
campaign  including  those  from  a 
national  survey  of  all  United  Methodist 


ministers  and  a  message  from  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops 
asking  for  UMCom  to  take  to  the  1984 
General  Conference  specific  proposals 
for  a  TV  Presence  and  Ministry  program 
for  the  following  quadrennium.  Express¬ 
ing  concern  that  program  and  staff  posi¬ 
tions  in  UMCom  have  been  cut  to  support 
the  campaign,  the  bishops  said:  “The 
broad  area  of  communications  within 
the  church  is  too  vital  to  be  crippled 
by  a  lack  of  sufficient  funds  to  dissemi¬ 
nate  important  information  and  provide 
helpful  interpretation  in  the  early  1980’s.” 

On  the  other  hand,  the  bishops  said  the 
exploration  of  and  commitment  to  new 
forms  of  communication  are  “too  vital  to 
be  ommitted  from  the  agenda  in  the  mid- 
1980s  and  1990s.” 

In  other  actions,  the  steering 
committee: 

*  adopted  a  1982  budget  of  $594,000,  not 
including  salaries  of  UMCom  staff  who 
have  been  transferred  into  the 
campaign,  plus  $270,000  estimated  for 
repayment  of  $1  million  borrowed  from 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 

*  learned  that  20  annual  conference  or 
regions  are  preparing  to  launch 
campaigns  early  this  year.  Campaigns 
being  launched  this  month  include 
Missouri  East,  Georgia  and  Wisconsin. 

*  expressed  appreciation  to  the  Council 
of  Bishops  for  their  concern  and  support 
for  naming  a  liaison  committee  to  work 
with  the  committee. 


We  consider  programs  produced  locally 

and  regionally  by  United  Methodists 

to  be  a  vital  part  of  the  National  TV 

* 

Presence  and  Ministry. 

--Statement  by  steering  Committee 
TV  Presence  and  Ministry 


Intro  80’s 

Resources  Workshop  Slated 


Intro  80’s  Workshops  will  be  held 
March  12  and  13  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria . 

Team  leader  for  the  workshop  will  be 
Vernon  S.  Denney,  editor  of  Children’s 
Bible  Studies. 

Each  district  has  recruited  teams  to 
attend  the  workshops  for  training  and 
then  return  to  their  respective  districts 
for  sub-district  sessions. 

On  March  12,  Friday,  the  district 
superintendents,  District  Council  on 
Ministries  chairpersons,  District 
Chairpersons  of  education  and  members 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship 
will  meet  for  an  overview  of  the  new 
materials  offered  in  Intro  80’s.  These  will 
be  the  persons  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  new  materials. 

Saturday  morning  will  feature  session 
on  three  age  levels :  children,  youth  and 
adult. 

Introducing  the  children’s  material 
will  be  Denney. 

Dr.  Horace  Weaver,  executive  editor  of 
the  Adult  Department  of  Curriculum 
Resources,  will  be  present  to  introduce 
the  Adult  curriculum. 

Gloria  Simmons,  associate  coordinator 
of  Interpretation  for  Curriculum 
Resources,  will  present  new  youth 
resources. 


The  entire  group  will  meet  in  the 
afternoon  to  discuss  how  the  sub-district 
meeting  will  be  conducted. 

Comprising  the  groups  to  attend 
will  be  the  district  superintendents, 


Vernon  S.  Denny 


district  Council  on  Ministries  chair¬ 
persons,  district  chairpersons  for  educa¬ 
tion  and  three  persons  for  each  of  the 
age  levels. 

The  Rev.  Dwight  Ramesey,  chairman 


Gloria  Simmons 


of  the  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship, 
says  that  this  will  be  one  of  two  vitally 
important  programs  held  in  the 
conference  this  year  concerning  the 
church  school. 


Dr.  Horace  Weaver 


General  Board  of  Church,  Society  offers 
Ethnic  Internships  in  Washington,  D.C. 


The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  announced  its  sponsorship  of 
another  Ethnic  Youth  and  Young  Adult 
Internship  program  in  Washington,  D.C., 
June  7  through  July  30. 


Participants  will  work  in  US. 
Congressional  offices,  committees,  other 
governmental  and  non-governmental 
agencies  and  in  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
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The  purpose  of  the  program  is  to 
develop  and  enhance  leadership  among 
ethnic  minority  youth  and  young  adults 
in  the  area  of  outreach  ministry. 

The  participants  taking  part  in  this 
experience  will  learn  the  process 
involved  in  the  formulation  of  public 
policy  and  gain  first-hand  knowledge  of 
the  Federal  Government  at  various 
levels  that  impact  the  lives  of  ethnic 
minorities  in  the  church  and  society. 

The  program  will  include  a  weekly 
informal  get-together  with  staff  persons 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
share  experiences  and  anticipations  of 
the  weeks  ahead  during  internships. 
These  sessions  will  include  debriefings, 
speakers  and  related  activities. 

Participants  are  asked  to  make  a 


commitment  to  return  to  their  respective 
churches  and  annual  conferences  and 
become  leaders  and  enablers  in  the 
strengthening  of  the  outreach  ministry  of 
ethnic  minority  local  churches, 
especially  through  their  Christian 
witness  on  social,  economic  and  public 
policy  issues. 

Only  twelve  persons  will  be  selected 
for  the  program.  The  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  will  provide  round-trip 
transportation  expenses,  housing  and 
$875  for  living  expenses  for  the  eight 
week  summer  period. 

Interested  persons  should  contact  Dr. 
Samuel  Walker,  director  of  Special 
Ministries,  P.  O,  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.,  70821. 

Applications  are  due  in  Washington  by 
Feb.  19. 


JANUARY  29,  1982 


Around  The  Conference 


Senior  High  Retreat 
rescheduled:  Feb.  15-17 


The  1982  Senior  High  Winter 
Retreat,  originally  set  for  Jan. 
15  through  17,  has  been 
postponed  until  Feb.  12 
through  14  due  to  bad  weather. 

The  event,  to  be  held  at 
Caney  Conference  Centre,  will 
focus  on  the  question,  “God’s 
Best  Seller:  What’s  In  It  For 
Me?” 

Dr.  John  Holbert,  professor 
of  Old  Testament  at  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
Dallas,  will  lead  four  topic 
seminars  dealing  with 
reconciliation,  truth, 
expressions  of  faith  and 
inspiration  as  presented  in  the 
Scriptures.  The  seminars  will 
be  followed  by  small  group 
discussions  and  a  variety  of 
fun  and  fellowship 
opportunities  are  included  in 
the  weekend  schedule. 

The  cost  per  person  is  still 
$22  and  registrations,  limited 
to  175,  are  due  by  Feb.  9. 


New  registrations  are 
encouraged.  Due  to  the 
possibility  of  rescheduling 
conflicts  for  groups  and 
individuals  registered  for  the 
January  date,  there  may  be 
openings  for  those  who  want  to 
come  and  who  had  not 
previously  registered.  New 
registrants  will  be  notified 
after  Feb.  5  if  their 
registration  has  been 
accepted. 

Reservations  made  for  the 
January  date  will  be  given 
preference  and  must  be 
confirmed.  Payments  not 
already  received  must  be 
included  with  confirmation. 

Cancellations  and  requests 
for  refunds  must  be  received 
by  Feb.  5. 

To  get  further  information 
and  new  registration  placed 
on  a  stand-by  list,  contact  Tim 
Bricker,  P.  O.  Box  3057,  Baton 
Rouge  70821  or  call  (504)  927- 
7820. 


The  Bible... 

Always  on  our 
bestseller  list! 


Lake  Providence  awards  Davis 


Mrs.  J.  P.  Davis  Sunday  was 
celebrated  by  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Providence  upon  her 
retirement  as  a  Church  school 
teacher  of  Junior  Highs. 

Davis  was  presented  a 
plaque  for  more  than  51  years 
of  continuous  service. 

Beginning  teaching  while  a 
member  of  the  Waterproof 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  1920s,  Davis  transferred  to 
Lake  Providence  in  1932 


where  she  continued  her 
teaching  until  this  fall. 

A  special  offering  was  taken 
in  her  honor  for  an  advance 
special  of  her  choice.  The  gift 
for  missions  amounted  to  $443. 

Davis  was  joined  for  the 
serivce  with  (from  left)  John 
R.  Davis  Jr.  and  Debra  G. 
Davis,  grandchildren  of  New 
Orleans;  Laveme  Davis,  her 
daughter  from  California,  and 
the  Rev.  Brady  Forman, 
pastor. 
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■Editorials 


Here  I  Stand 


Compassion  advocate  needs  to  be 
added  to  government  deliberations 


Government  of  our  Lord  will  bring  final  peace 


Christians  and  others  who  have  worked 
to  break  down  racial  barriers  in  our 
society  can  be  grateful  for  President 
Reagan's  assurance  last  week  that  he  is 
“opposed  with  every  fiber  of  my  being'’ 
to  racial  discrimination,  and  that  his 
Administration  has  no  intention  of  giving 
aid  and  comfort  to  those  organizations  — 
religious  or  otherwise  —  who  continue  to 
discriminate  racially. 

There  is,  in  fact,  good  reason  for 
persons  of  faith  to  affirm  what  Mr. 
Reagan  offered  as  his  Administration’s 
clarified  intentions  regarding  the 
decision  to  revoke  a  decade-old  IRS 
regulation  denying  tax-exempt  status  to 
organizations  which  practice  racial 
discrimination  (seeUMR,  Jan.  22). 

He  said  one  purpose  for  that  action  was 
to  protect  the  freedom  of  religious 
institutions  from  infringement  by- 
government-regulatory  groups  such  as 
the  IRS.  At  the  same  time  he  expressed 
the  hope  that  Congress  would  pass 
legislation  which  would,  for  the  first 
time,  deny  by  law,  tax-exempt  status  to 
organizations  which  practice  racial 
discrimination.  Mr.  Reagan  contended 
that  a  Congressionally-approved  law  has 
far  more  force  than  an  agency-approved 
regulation,  and  we  agree. 

To  his  credit,  the  President  also 
conceded  that  the  matter  in  question  had 
not  been  handled  as  well  as  it  should  have 
been,  and  he  added:  “But  don’t  judge  us 
by  our  mistakes.  I’m  probably  going  to 
make  more  of  them.  Judge  us  by  how 
well  we  recover  and  solve  the  situation.” 

We  believe  that  Mr.  Reagan’s  request 
for  a  deferred  final  judgment  is 
altogether  reasonable,  and  that 
Christians  should  be  particularly  willing 
to  grant  it.  We  also  believe,  however, 
that  much  more  is  needed  to  “solve  the 

Opportunity  to 
set  good  example 
turned  aside 

President  Reagan  passed  up  a  golden 
opportunity  last  week  to  add  credibility 
to  his  Administration’s  plans  for  helping 
poor  people  face  economic  adversity  (see 
preceding  editorial ) . 

A  reporter  cited  the  President’s  call 
the  week  before  for  rich  people  in  the 
private  sector  voluntarily  to  help  the 
poor  and  asked:  “Are  you  planning  to 
increase  your  own  contributions  to 
private  charity  to  set  an  example  to  the 
rich  people  of  this  country  to  do  more  for 
the  poor?” 

President  Reagan  responded  by 
defending  the  small  percentage  of  his 
income  given  to  charity,  as  revealed  by 
his  tax  return.  Included  in  that  defense 
were  assertions  by  Mr.  Reagan  that  he 
believes  in  tithing,  that  many  of  the 
contributions  he  made  were  not  tax- 
deductible  because  they  went  to 
individuals,  that  he  may  have  to  alter  his 
giving  patterns  to  avoid  such  questions  in 
the  future,  and  the  assurance  that  “my 
conscience  is  clear  as  to  what  I  have  been 
giving.” 

The  President  could  have  satisfied 
most  people  by  the  simple  assurance: 
“Yes,  I  intend  to  set  an  example  by  doing 
myself  what  I  have  advocated  for 
others.” 

Instead,  we  fear  he  may  have 
undermined  his  previous  call  to  others  by 
suggesting  that  his  understanding  of 
“tithing”  and  “giving  to  charity” 
consists  primarily  in  gifts  to  individuals 
rather  than  to  those  charitable 
organizations,  such  as  the  church,  which 
his  Administration  has  suggested  should 
take  on  a  much  larger  role  in  assisting 
the  needy. 


jauniiia: 


l 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller;  Cecil 
Copeland,  Data  Processing;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Donald  Small, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
John  Lehman,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Sharon Mielke,  Managing 
Editor;  Dan  Louis,  Joyce  Hopkins, 
Roy  Beck  and  John  Lovelace,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editors;  Garlinda  Burton, 
Staff  Writer;  Production:  George 
Wilhelm,  Manager;  Bill  Sybert, 
Mailing  Manager. 

Ttw  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS9M500) 
is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by 
the  Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council,  2S20  W.  Commerce  St., 
Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  128- 
year  publishing  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist 
newspaper.  The  Reporter  maintains  no  official 
relationship  to  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  or  to  any  of  the  denominaUon's 
general  boards  or  agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the 
official  pubilcaUon  for  42  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  which  publish  special 
regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  Independent 
editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers 
with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of  views 
held  by  United  Methodism's  membership. 
Editorial  opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  publisher  or  of  the  conferences 
served  by  the  Reporter,  but  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed 
letters  and  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the 
Reporter  reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222 
Phone:  (214  )  630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes.) 

Individual  subscriptions:  910.00  per  year  for 
national  edition;  rates  for  subscriptions  to 
Annual  Conference  editions,  and  for  groups  of  10 
or  more  national  edition  subscriptions  available 
upon  request 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas,  Texas 
POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address  changes 
to:  P.O  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


situation"  than  the  series  of  actions, 
explanations  and  reversals  which  have 
taken  place  during  the  past  several 
weeks,  and  culminating  in  the 
President’s  statement. 

The  President  freely  admitted  that  it 
never  occurred  to  him  or  any  other  high 
official  of  his  Administration  that  the 
action  in  question  might  be  regarded  as  a 
civil  rights  policy  matter  rather  than  a 
matter  of  administrative  procedure.  This 
explanation  suggests  far  greater 
sensitivity  on  the  part  of  the  President 
and  those  who  serve  under  him  to 
concerns  about  “eliminating  improper 
government  regulations"  than  about 
“protecting  civil  rights  gains.”  An 
admission  that  civil  rights  implications 
were  never  even  considered  until  a  flurry 
of  negative  public  reaction  surfaced  is 
only  slightly  less  disturbing  than  would 
be  an  admission  of  overt  racial 
prejudice. 

If  such  relative  insensitivity  to  the 
social  justice  gains  erf  recent  decades 
was  limited  to  this  one  instance,  we 
believe  an  “all's  well  that  ends  well” 
attitude  would  be  in  order.  This  is, 
however,  but  the  latest  of  an  ongoing 
series  of  such  incidents  —  the  most 
famous  of  which  is  probably  Mr. 
Reagan’s  “safety  net”  designed  to  shield 
the  “truly  needy”  from  the  adverse 
effects  of  his  Administration’s  transfer  of 
funds  from  domestic  to  military 
spending. 

That  “safety  net,”  as  described  by  the 
President,  includes  seven  programs, 
several  of  which  were  trimmed  in  the 
1982  federal  budget,  and  at  least  four  of 
which  are  slated  to  be  trimmed  further  in 
the  1983  budget.  Three  of  the  four  “safety 
net”  programs  designed  specifically  to 
help  the  poor  are  scheduled  for  budget 
cuts.  And  this  says  nothing  of  programs 
such  as  Food  Stamps,  Medicaid,  and  Aid 
to  Families  with  Dependent  Children 
which  were  not  included  in  the  “safety 
net,”  and  are  scheduled  to  be  cut  back 
further  in  the  1983  budget. 

We  fully  sympathize  with  the 
President’s  desire  to  be  judged  by  “how 
well  we  recover  and  solve  the  situation” 
rather  than  “by  our  mistakes,”  and  we 
desire  to  judge  him  fairly.  However,  we 
believe  the  President  needs  to  recognize 
that  “the  situation”  which  needs 
“recovery  and  solution”  is  much  broader 
than  the  series  of  blunders  made  recently 
on  the  question  of  how  best  to  deal  with 
the  tax-exempt  status  of  institutions 
which  engage  in  racial  discrimination.  In 
fact,  “the  situation"  appears  to  be  a 
relatively  consistent  lack  of  compassion 
shown  by  Mr.  Reagan’s  Administration 
toward  those  whom  our  Lord  referred  to 
as  “the  least  of  these.” 

In  a  word,  we  believe  President 
Reagan  needs  to  appoint  a  person  of 
sensitivity  and  influence  to  serve  as  an 
advocate  within  his  Administration  for 
those  in  our  society  who  are  in  need  of 
compassion.  That  role  is  quite  obviously 
not  being  filled  in  an  adequate  way  at 
present.  While  we  respect  and  affirm  the 
President’s  desire  to  eliminate 
unnecessary  governmental  functions,  we 
consider  it  both  naive  and  impractical  to 
assume  that  all  expressions  of 
compassion  should  come  from  the 
private  sector  rather  than  from 
government. 

While  hoping  that  our  President  might 
seriously  consider  embarking  on  such  a 
course  for  “solving  the  situation,”  we 
urge  both  houses  of  Congress  to  proceed 
swiftly  to  enact  legislation  necessary  to 
retain  the  procedure  denying  tax- 
exemption  privileges  to  those  who 
practice  racial  discrimination  —  a  policy 
which  has  been  followed  for  more  than  a 
decade  by  Administrations  of  both 
political  parties. 


By  JOSEPH  H.  GROSTEPHAN 

A  very  important  and  much  neglected 
scriptural  teaching  on  the  subject  of 
peace  is  set  before  us  in  the  prophecy  of 
Isaiah,  Chapter  9,  verses  6,  7.  “For  unto 
us  a  child  is  born,  to  us  a  son  is  given,  and 
the  government  will  be  upon  his 
shoulders.  And  he  will  be  called 
Wonderful  Counsellor,  Mighty  God, 
Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  Peace.  Of 
the  increase  of  his  government  and  peace 
there  will  be  no  end  .  . .”  (NIV).  Note 
here  the  connection  between  “peace” 
and  “government.”  Think  in  this 
connection  of  the  great  volunje  of 
teaching  we  have  in  the  New  Testament 
from  our  Lord  about  the  Kingdom,  or 
Government,  of  God.  This  points  us  to  the 
truth  that  even  in  the  world  to  come, 
when  all  the  redeemed  will  love  God  with 
all  their  hearts  and  their  neighbors  as 
themselves,  still  it  will  be  government, 
the  government  of  God,  which  will 
maintain  that  perfect  peace. 

We  best  forget  disarmament 

How  can  we  help  but  see  in  this  a  most 
important  principle  for  our  efforts  today 
for  peace?  If  He  Who  will  finally  make 
peace,  at  His  coming  again  in  power,  is 
going  to  do  it  through  His  government, 
then  if  we  want  to  work  intelligently 
toward  peace  in  our  time  we  had  better 
work  toward  government  also.  We  had 
better  work  toward  an  end  of  the  present 
anarchy  among  nations,  with  no 
government  whatsoever  regulating  their 
relations  with  one  another.  We  had  best 
forget  temporarily  about  disarmament 
and  work  toward  a  government.  We  had 
better  not  pin  our  hopes  of  peace  on 
everybody  coming  to  love  one  another 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


and  all  having  plenty  to  eat  and  wear,  but 
place  them  on  efforts  to  bring  some  law 
and  order  in  the  relations  of  nations  with 
one  another.  To  my  mind,  an 
international  government,  with  its 

authority  backed  by  an  armed  force 
superior  to  that  at  the  disposal  of  any  of 
its  subject  governments,  is  the  one 
practical  hope  we  have  for  the 

elimination  of  international  war. 

Let  me  cite,  in  support  of  this 

contention,  one  example  from  history 
and  one  from  contemporary  life. 

One  outstanding 
period  of  peace  in  a 
fairly  respectable 
section  of  the 

western  world  in  our 
history  was  the  “Pax 
Romana”  —  the 
“Roman  Peace”  — 
which  was  in  force  in  Joseph  Grostephan 
the  Mediterranean  world  when  Christ 
was  born,  and  which  lasted  roughly  for 
100  years.  An  incident  from  the  history  of 
this  time  illustrates  how  this  peace  came 
about  and  was  maintained:  “During  the 
Third  Macedonian  War,  Antiochus  IV, 
Epiphanes,  King  of  Syria,  had  invaded 
Egypt.  After  the  battle  of  Pydna  a 
Roman  ambassador,  Gaius  Popilius  by 
name,  was  sent  to  make  him  withdraw. 
Popilius  met  Antiochus  before  Alexandra 
and  delivered  the  Senate’s  message.  The 
king  asked  for  time  for  consideration,  but 
the  Roman,  drawing  a  circle  around  him 
in  the  sand,  bade  him  answer  before  he 
left  the  spot  Antiochus  yielded  and 
evacuated  Egypt.”  (“A  History  of  Rome 
to  565  A.D.”  Arthur  E.  R.  Boak,  PhD. 
Pages  109-110).  So  100  years  of  peace 
came  to  the  Mediterranean  world,  not 


because  nobody  had  any  weapons,  not 
because  everybody  loved  everybody 
else,  but  because  there  was  a 
government  over  the  various  nations  and 
provinces  making  up  the  region  which 
had  at  its  disposal  the  then-awesome 
power  of  the  Roman  legions. 

The  contemporary  example  is  the  one 
in  the  midst  of  which  we  are  now  living, 
namely  the  United  States  of  America.  I 
live  in  Tennessee;  I  formerly  lived  in 
Minnesota.  I  do  not  fear  a  war  between 
Tennessee  and  Minnesota.  Neither  does 
anyone  else  in  Tennessee,  nor  anyone  in 
Minnesota.  The  reason  for  this  is  not 
because  we  have  no  weapons  in 
Tennessee;  after  all,  Oak  Ridge  is  in  our 
state.  Neither  is  it  because  they  have  no 
weapons  in  Minnesota.  Neither  is  it 
because  people  in  Tennessee  and  people 
in  Minnesota  love  each  other.  I  love 
people  in  Minnesota,  and  people  in 
Minnesota  love  me  and  other  people  in 
Tennessee,  but  this  is  not  the  reason  we 
don’t  fear  war  between  our  two  states. 
It’s  not  even  because  there  are  so  many 
good  Christians  in  Tennessee  and  also  in 
Minnesota.  It  is  primarily  because  both 
Tennessee  and  Minnesota  live  under  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Government  settles  disputes 

If  a  very  serious  dispute  should  arise 
between  the  governments  of  the  two 
states  I  have  mentioned,  or  any  other 
two,  there  ^ould  be  no  war.  The  dispute 
would  be  settled  lawfully  under  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  If  by 
the  wildest  stretch  of  the  imagination  one 
or  both  of  these  state  governments 
should  refuse  to  settle  their  dispute 
lawfully  and  peacefully,  then  the  armed 


forces  of  the  United  States  are  available 
to  make  sure  that  they  do  maintain  the 
peace.  ;,H 

So  this  is  a  plea  to  our  great  church 
with  its  resources,  boards  and  agencies 
to  work  more  intelligently  toward  peace 
than  I  have  so  far  observed  its  doing. 
What  will  bring  final  peace  is  the 
government  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
What  could  bring  international  peace  in 
our  time  is  a  supra-national  government 
which  would  establish  law  and  order  in 
the  relations  between  nations  with  the : 
power  to  enforce  its  authority  over  them. 
Disarmament  is  laudable,  but  it  will  not 
secure  peace.  Some  of  the  bitterest  wars  _ 
in  history  were  fought  with  weapons  so  * 
primitive  by  modern  standards  as  not  to  . 
be  considered  weapons.  Social  change  is  * 
mandated  by  the  Gospel  and  a  corollary- 
of  the  Gospel,  but  it  is  not  the  way  to- 
peace  in  our  time.  Indeed  peace  is- 
necessary  to  pave  the  way  for  it,  not  vice 
versa. 

Don’t  ask  me  for  a  blueprint  or 
diagram  of  this  proposed  supra-national 
government.  I’m  a  preacher,  not  a 
statesman.  But  I  can  see,  as  anyone  can 
who  looks  thoughtfully  at  the  evidence, 
that  this  is  what  it  will  take  to  bring  , 
peace  to  our  world.  The  direction  is  clear  . 
and  simple;  the  details  will  be  most  . 
difficult,  controversial,  and  complex. 

Maybe  we’ll  never  make  it.  But  let’s  at  f 
least  work  in  the  right  direction. 

“ Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor  is  Joseph  H.  Grostephan 
pastor  of  the  Burlington  United  Method •' 
ist  Church  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 


UM  unity  needed  for  proclamation  of  Gospel 


To  the  Editor: 

I  offer  a  shout  of  appreciation  for  your 
Jan.  8  editorial  headlined  "Bishop  offers 
sound  basis  for  talks  between  Christians 
who  focus  on  justice  or  freedom.  ”  All  too 
frequently  I  have  found  myself  in  some 
sort  of  strange  vise  as  I  have  sought  to 
affirm  and  relate  to  a  variety  of  groups  in 
our  church.  Subtly  berated  for  my 
association  with  one  or  another  of  these, 
or  made  to  feel  at  least  mildly  guilty 
about  my  interests,  I  have  often  gone 
away  with  a  sense  of  hypocrisy  in  having 
been  unable  to  be  a  pluralistic  person 
living  out  of  my  Wesleyan  heritage. 

As  United  Methodists  we  face  serious 
crises  of  identity  and  eeclesiology  in  the 
next  decade.  Unless  we  begin  to  share  in 
serious  dialogue  among  ourselves,  the 
possibility  of  fracture  looms  large.  The 
attempt  which  Bishop  Clymer  has  made 
in  one  specific  area  ought  to  serve  as  a 
rallying-cry  for  us  all  to  get  busy  working 
at  the  task  of  real  listening. 

I,  for  one,  continue  to  love  our 
connection  and  value  its  legacy.  Let’s  not 
waste  our  inheritance  by  squandering  it 
on  protection  of  self-interests,  but  invest 
it  in  the  wholistic  proclamation  of  a 
Gospel  of  both  biblical  and  social 
holiness. 

Daniel  R.  Campbell 

Pasadena,  California 

There  are  alternatives  to 
justice,  freedom  positions 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Clymer’s  characterization  of 
two  common  Christian  political 
objectives  as  “Peace  with  Justice1’  and 
“Peace  with  Freedom”  may  prove  to  be 
a  useful  beginning  for  discussion  as  your 
Jan.  8  editorial  suggests.  But  it  should 
not  be  assumed  that  the  two  stated 
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Little  girl  crying  is  reminder  of  love 
shared  in  interchurch  cooperation 


By  ANDREW  J .  WEAVER 

The  little  girl  came  up  to  me  at  the  end 
of  the  last  day  of  our  vacation  church 
school  with  a  plea.  “Pastor,”  she  said, 
“the  Catholic  Sister  said  you  would  give 
me  her  address  so  I  could  write  her  when 
she  goes  back  home  to  the  city.  I  love  her 
and  I  want  to  write  her  a  letter  to  tell 
her."  A  little  surprised  at  her  emotions  (I 
sometimes  forget  how  strongly  children 
feel),  I  said,  “Of  course,  come  to  my 
house  and  I  will  write  it  down  for  you.  ” 

As  we  walked  the  path  to  the  parsonage 
I  heard  her  grief :  “I  will  miss  the  Sister,  I 
love  her  so,”  she  kept  saying.  When  we 
reached  my  home  and  I  sat  down  to  write 
the  address,  she  began  to  sob,  “I  love 
her,  I  wish  she  didn’t  have  to  go."  I  held 
her  as  she  cried,  beginning  to  feel  the  loss 
myself. 

The  vacation  church  school  was  one  of 
the  co-operative  programs  begun  by  the 
Catholic  priest  and  the  United  Methodist 
pastor  who  served  in  “our  town”  — 
Middletown,  California  —  during  the 
post-Vatican  II  1960’s.  Before  that  time, 
one  “old  timer”  tells  me,  they  (the 
Catholics  and  Methodists)  “didn’t  have 
much  to  do  with  one  another."  But  over 
the  years  as  they  cooked  and  served 
Thanksgiving  dinners  for  the  needy  and 
taught  the  children  together  in  the 
summer,  they  found  they  knew  and 
served  the  same  Lord. 

A  couple  of  years  ago  a  new  Catholic 
priest  came  to  Middletown  about  the 
same  time  I  arrived  to  serve  the  United 
Methodists.  He  tried  to  teach  me  golf 
(which  proved  hopeless).  But  out  of  our 
discussions  emerged  a  new  possibility: 
Since  we  already  were  working  together 
as  communities  of  faith,  why  not  worship 


together  on  special  occasions?  So  we 
tried  it,  and  now  we  have  three  annual 
inter-faith  worship  services:  Thanks¬ 
giving,  Good  Friday,  and  Baccalaureate. 

This  year  the  Catholic  priest  suggested 
the  vacation  church  school  might  enjoy 
the  assistance  of  three  Sisters  he  knew. 
They  were  wonderful  with  the  children. 
Over  100  attended,  representing  all  the 
Christian  traditions  in  our  community. 

A  banner  hangs  now  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Middletown,  as  one 
reminder  of  the  children’s  work  in  our 
ecumenical  vacation  church  school 
under  the  guidance  of  these  Sisters.  It 
simply  reads,  “We  thank  God.”  It  was 
presented  to  “Father”  and  myself  as  a 
gift  for  both  churches  to  serve  as  a 
visible  reminder  of  our  mutual  faith. 
That  happened  the  day  the  little  girl 
cried  in  my  arms. 

The  little  girl  crying,  and  telling  me  of 
her  loss  really  meant  she  had  known  the 
joy  of  love.  And  that  is,  of  course,  the  real 
reason  for  all  the  years  God  has  been  at 
work  in  “our  town."  God  knows  little 
girls  in  United  Methodist  Churches  need 
Catholic  Sisters  —  and  others  —  to  love. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  Andrew  J 
Weaver,  pastor  of  the  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Middletown, 
California. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double  spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness."  The  United  Methodist  Re 
porter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas 
75222. 


objectives  cover  the  political  spectrum. 

A  recent  survey  of  political  beliefs  has 
shown  that  in  addition  to  the  groups 
commonly  called  “liberal”  or 
“conservative,”  left  or  right,  there  are 
two  other  sizable  segments  erf  the 
population  who  are  neither  one,  but 
instead  are  either  “populist”  or 
“libertarian.” 

The  libertarian  approach,  I  submit,  is 
the  only  one  of  the  four  entirely 
consistent  with  the  three  other  stated 
objectives  —  peace,  freedom,  and 
justice.  It  is  truly  a  “live  and  let  live” 
political  philosophy,  being  based  on  the 
moral  principle  that  the  initiation  of 
force  by  one  person  against  another  is 
wrong.  It  permits  maximum  discretion 
for  humanity’s  great  gift  of  free  will, 
necessarily  resulting  in  a  truly  free 
market  economy.  In  a  libertarian 
society,  Christian  principles  could  be  put 
into  effect  voluntarily,  by  example,  by 
charity,  and  by  persuasion,  but  not  by 
force,  as  through  the  instrument  of 
government.  Government  is  by  definition 
a  monopoly  of  force.  Governments 
initiate  the  use  of  force  not  only  in 
Poland,  but  everywhere. 

For  example,  can  Christianity  condone 
the  loss  of  freedom  imposed  by  the  draft? 
Those  who  support  compulsory 
government  schools  diminish  the 
freedom  of  the  Amish  and  others  every 
day.  Is  it  Christian  justice  for  the  U.S. 
government  to  take,  ultimately  at  the 
point  of  a  gun,  my  hard-earned  money 
for  a  social  security  system  I  don’t  want 
and  don’t  support?  Can  I  justly,  and  also 
forcibly,  be  prohibited  from  competing 
with  the  government  postal  service  or 
the  local  phone  company,  if  I  can  find 
people  who  want  to  buy  my  services 
voluntarily?  We  may  try  to  persuade, 
cajole,  or  set  an  inspiring  example  to 
attempt  to  change  the  ways  of  a 
prostitute  or  a  marijuana  smoker,  but  if 
they  don’t  hurt  anyone,  can  forcing  them 
into  jail  be  a  Christian  act?  All  of  these 
examples  of  coercion  by  government 
involve  in  some  way  a  diminution  of  the 
ability  of  the  individual  to  exercise  his 
free  will  in  ways  which  do  not  harm 
anyone  else. 

I  would  hope  that  the  money  I  give  to 
the  church  will  not  be  transferred  to 
government  agencies  anywhere,  or  used 
in  any  way  for  the  support  of  groups 
whose  idea  of  justice  or  freedom  requires 
that  some  people  must  be  coerced  to 
serve  the  objectives  of  others. 

William  B.  Krayer 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Dialogue  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  editors  of  the  Reporter  are  to  be 
commended  for  the  insightful  editorial  in 
the  Jan.  8  issue  regarding  the  Joint  Panel 
on  International  Affairs  and  its 
antagonism  toward  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy. 

AS  the  UMC  has  come  more  and  more 
to  resemble  a  liberal  political  pressure 
group,  a  sense  of  profound  alienation  is 
evident  within  the  membership.  It  has 


become  increasingly  difficult  for  those 
who  have  been  labeled  “conservative”  to 
be  heard  and  included  as  a  respected 
part  of  the  church. 

How  encouraging  it  is  to  hear  of  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  leader  such  as  Bishop 
Clymer  who  is  willing  to  admit  validity  in 
an  approach  to  problems  of  the  world 
other  than  one  that  is  liberal/left 
oriented. 

Margaret  and  Richard  Eddy 
Fort  Shaw,  Montana 

God  is  a  personal  God 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  sorry  to  read  in  the  “My 
Witness”  article  headlined  “It  is  right  to 
go  on  with  life  and  to  believe  in  the  best 
for  the  future”  (UMR,  Jan.  8)  that  Mrs. 


Ingersoll  doesn’t  believe  God  was 
responsible  for  their  receiving  the 
necessary  insurance  policy. 

The  Bible  tells  us  that  even  the  hairs  of 
our  head  are  numbered;  therefore  I 
believe  that  God  cares  about  our  needs. 

Doesn't  Mrs.  Ingersoll  believe  that  God 
is  a  personal  God  to  each  of  us?  Doesn’t 
she  pray  for  her  needs  with  the 
expectation  of  His  help?  Doesn’t  she 
show  her  appreciation  by  thanking  Him ' 
when  He  answers  her  prayers 
affirmatively?  I’m  glad  she  feels  God 
wants  her  to  “walk  on,  forward  to  the  life 
in  each  new  day”  but  I  pray  that  she  will 
feel  His  presence  and  guidance  more  in 
her  walk. 

Adelene  Brady 
Birdsboro,  Pennsylvania 

Postal  rate  increase 

explanation  is  ‘ridiculous’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  lengthy  explanation  headlined 
“Postal  rate  change  forces  Reporter  to 
raise  prices”  (UMR,  Jan.  8)  is. 
ridiculous.  With  one  breath  we  praise 
President  Reagan’s  attempts  to  cut 
government  costs  but  immediately 
complain  when  elimination  of  a  subsidy 
hits  US  for  less  than  $2  per  subscription 
per  year.  Let’s  pay  our  own  way  and 
show  that  we  believe  in  the  First 
Amendment. 

I  just  hope  that  in  the  long  run  more 
folks  have  to  pay  their  own  way. 

Eugene  W.  Short 
Louisville,  Kentucky 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Danville,  Illinois 

religious  news  and  opinions,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Danville,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor,” 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  1,400 
member-families  of  the  St.  James  UMC 
in  Danville,  Illinois  (Central  Illinois 
Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 


Like  a  skilled  builder.  I  laid  a  foundation,  and  another  person  is 
building  upon  it.  Let  all  take  care  how  they  build. 

I  Corinthians  3: 10  paraphrase 


r 


"By  uniting  we  stand,  by  dividing  we  fall."  wrote  composer  lohn 
Dickinson  200  years  ago  Those  words  still  apply  today.  As 
Christians,  we  share  a  common  foundation.  The  most  basic  element 
of  that  foundation  is  Christ,  the  Cornerstone,  The  church,  like  a 
pyramid  of  human  figures,  requires  that  we  all  work  together. 
By  responding  to  the  needs  of  others,  we  strengthen  our  pyramid 
of  faith,  the  church,  and  its  ministry  to  the  world.  On  Human 
Relations  Day.  United  Methodists  can  respond  through  three 
special  programs  •  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPERS  •  UNITED  METH¬ 
ODIST  VOLUNTARY  SERVICES-POLICE-COMMUNITY  RELATIONS. 


human 

relations 

1UU!** 


ORDER  HUMAN  RELATIONS  DAY 
MATERIALS  TODAY  FROM: 

United  Methodist  Communications. 
1200  Davis  St..  Evanston.  IL6020I 


JANUARY  29, 1982 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


UMs  celebrate  Pacific  Homes  ‘miracle’,  look 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

PASADENA,  Calif.  -  Flowers, 
parades  and  happy,  cheering  crowds  are 
familiar  aspects  of  this  “city  of 
roses.”  But  probably  no  happier  crowd 
has  ever  assembled  here  than  the  3,000 
United  Methodists  who  celebrated  a 
“miracle”  Jan.  17  —  the  raising  of  $10.5 
million  in  10  months  to  resolve  the  14- 
year-long  agony  known  as  “Pacific 
Homes.” 

“God  has  made  possible  a  miracle  in 
our  midst,”  said  Los  Angeles  Area 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  to  applauding 
church  members  at  the  first  of  a  series  of 
celebrations  in  Pasadena,  San  Diego, 
Tucson,  Phoenix  and  Hawaii.  The 
celebrations  marie  the  end  of  the  UMC’s 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 


ence’s  financial  campaign  to  bail  out 
the  financially  troubled  retirement  chain 
and  the  beginning  of  a  new  future  now 
that  the  crisis  is  past. 

Shift  in  focus  urged 

The  bishop  called  here  for  a  shift  in 
focus  toward  the  local  church  and  to  the 
need  to  establish  some  200  new 
congregations  in  California  and  Arizona. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  doorway  —  which 
had  long  seemed  blocked  by  endless 
litigation  involving  the  homes  and 
convalescent  centers  —  Bishop  Tuell 
envisions  a  focus  on  the  local  church: 
“Strong,  alive,  Christ-centered  local 
churches  committed  to  worship,  nurture, 
evangelization  and  missional  outreach  in 
Christ’s  name. 

A  side  benefit  of  the  crisis  campaign  is 


a  new  “can  do”  self-image  among  nearly 
200,000  United  Methodists  in  the  475 
churches  flung  across  Southern 
California,  Arizona  and  Hawaii,  both 
ministers  and  lay  persons  repeatedly 
told  the  Reporter. 

The  bishop  reported  that  not  only  have 
UMs  here  paid  in  full  their  financial 
obligation  to  the  reorganization  of  the 
bankrupt  homes  but  they  have  also 
partially  endowed  an  annual  gift  of  up  to 
$150,000  to  assist  needy  residents  through 
the  Resident  Assistance  Fund. 

The  assistance  fund  is  one  part  of  the 
conference’s  commitment  as  outlined  in 
the  out-of-court  settlement  finalized  last 
September  by  the  federal  bankruptcy 
judge  in  Los  Angeles.  The  $21  million 
settlement  of  the  class  action  suit 
brought  against  the  conference  and  other 


church  units  sought  damages  for  the 
homes’  failure  to  fulfill  life-time  care 
contracts  with  plaintiffs  who  had  made 
lump-sum  payments  when  the  homes 
went  bankrupt  in  1977.  Several  general 
church  agencies  dismissed  from  the  suit 
have  loaned  $7  million  to  the  conference 
and  almost  all  of  the  73  UM  annual 
conferences  loaned  or  gave  another  $2 
million  to  help  this  area  meet  the 
settlement  terms. 

In  the  midst  of  this,  the  bishop  said, 
“the  work  of  the  church  and  the  mission 
of  the  church  were  not  left  behind.”  “The 
largest  amount  ever”  and  “the  highest 
percentage  (95%)  in  10  years”  was  given 
through  apportionments  for  the 
conference  budget  of  $7  million.  Added 
together,  UMs  here  gave  $17.9  million  in 
1981  or  $93.40  per  member  for  beyond- 


the-local  church  catises. 

‘God  was  in  this  effort’ 

“God  was  in  this  effort,  and  we  need  to 
thank  God  first  of  all,”  the  bishop  said, 
leading  the  congregation  in  a  prayer  of 
thanksgiving. 

Then,  in  turn,  he  “saluted”  the  laity, 
the  clergy  and  district  superintendents 
for  the  success  of  an  effort  that  “a  year 
ago  strained  the  credulity  of  all  of  us.  ” 

“This  is  a  victory  for  the  whole 
church,”  said  Don  Buehler  of  Costa 
Mesa,  a  layman  who  led  in  the 
fundraising  effort.  “It  says  something  to 
me  about  how  strong  United  Methodists 
really  are,”  he  added.  “When  we  zero  in 
on  something,  we  can  do  it.” 

He  said  the  key  is  “letting  the  people 
know;  let  them  understand  the  problem, 


Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Two  women  who  had  never  met  have 
described  their  work  with  vestments,  banners  and 
altar  cloths  in  exactly  the  same  way:  as  “visual 
ministry.” 

Susan  Edenborough  of  Berkeley,  Calif.,  and 
Elaine  Wilson  of  Dallas  share  several  ideas  about 
the  importance  of  what  one  sees  during  worship. 
They  also  are  among  the  few  professional  designers 
who  provide  alternatives  to  commercially-produced 
vestments,  banners  and  altar  cloths. 

Ms.  Edenborough  was  interviewed  during  a  visit 
to  her  parents,  retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Eugene  Slater  of  Dallas.  She’s  been  making 
worship-related  garments  or  accessories  since 
about  15  years  ago  when  her  father  lost  his  red  stole. 

She  ended  up  making  not  only  a  red  stole  for  him 
but  six  for  different  seasons  in  the  church  year. 
Ms.  Edenborough  credits  “growing  up  in  a  minister’s 
household”  and  several  theology  courses  with 
providing  some  of  the  background  on  which  she 
bases  her  designs. 

Ms.  Wilson,  by  contrast,  sharpened  her  eye  for 
design  as  an  advertising  major  at  the  University  of, 
Texas  in  Austin,  and  while  helping  a  friend  who  was 
a  costume  designer.  She  practiced  her  sewing  craft 
by  fashioning  clothes  for  her  two  children.  When  she 
began  five  years  ago  to  study  theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
putting  the  two  together  came  naturally.  The  result 
has  been  vestments  —  often  designed  with  a 
woman’s  smaller  frame  in  mind  —  as  well  as 
banners  for  her  own  St.  Michael’s  and  All  Angels 
Episcopal  Church  in  Dallas  and  for  Dallas  area 
United  Methodist  churches. 

While  neither  woman  feels  called  to  be  an 
ordained  minister,  Ms.  Wilson  says,  “My  art 
springs  from  my  Bible  study.  I  feel  a  calling  to  do 


visual  preaching  and  to  do  it  as  a  laywoman.” 

Asked  if  she’d  thought  about  going  to  seminary, 
Ms.  Edenborough  said  “no”  because  seminaries 
emphasize  music  and  preaching  and  Christian 
education,  not  the  visual  arts.  She  thinks,  however 
more  emphasis  should  be  placed  by  seminaries  on 
what  is  seen. 

Both  women  said  that  worship  accessories  should 
be  biblically-based  and  appropriate  to  the  sermon 
topic  or  season  to  be  celebrated  through  worship. 

They  also  spend  time  talking  with  the  members  of 
a  local  church  as  well  as  the  minister(s)  when  doing 
banners  or  such  items  for  a  congregation.  They  try 
to  keep  them  appropriate  to  the  sanctuary  and 
character  of  the  congregation.  Ms.  Edenborough 
'Cited  a  California  congregation  which  wanted 
banners  to  cover  a  bare  wall  opposite  a  wall  of 
stained  glass  windows  as  an  example.  She 
incorporated  the  border  design  in  the  stained  glass 
as  the  border  of  the  large  banners  which  featured 
designs  representing  the  four  gospels. 

Both  feel  vestments  should  be  a  part  of  the  visual 
worship  statement.  Included  in  their  definition  of 
“vestments”  are  all  the  garments  and  accessories 
worn  by  a  worship  leader,  including  the  stoles  worn 
around  the  neck  of  a  minister’s  robe.  Both  also  have 
worked  with  chasubles,  a  poncho-like  garment  worn 
over  the  robe  that  often  has  religious  symbols 
appliqued  or  painted  on  both  the  front  and  back. 

They  also  agree  that  garments  should  be 
wearable  and  useable.  Ms.  Edenborough  makes 
vestments  which  may  be  drycleaned;  Ms.  Wilson 
opts  for  washables. 

“You  shouldn't  wear  any  vestment  that  you  have 
to  worry  about,”  Ms.  Wilson  said.  “If  you’re  going 
to  do  ministry  you  have  to  be  able  to  hug  even  the 
little  child  with  grape  jelly  on  his  hands.  ” 

Both  women  believe  that  more  emphasis  should 


Susan  Edenborough  holds  two  of  her  dad’s  stoles. 


be  placed  on  what  is  seen  as  a  part  of  the  worship 
experience. 

“For  so  long  we  have  been  using  only  our  mouths 
and  ears  in  worship.  We  forget  that  God  gave  us 
eyes,  too,”  Ms.  Edenborough  said. 

Although  both  women  make  vestments  and 
banners  for  sale,  they  said  they  wished  more  local 
church  members  would  become  involved  in  making 
banners  or  altar  cloths  for  their  own  churches.  Each 
has  conducted  sessions  at  local  churches  to  show 
members  how  to  do  it. 

Ms.  Edenborough  used  as  an  example  of  how  local 
members  can  become  involved  with  an  anticipated 
Advent  banner  for  her  own  Trinity  UMC  in 
Berkeley.  She  got  the  idea  from  a  piece  of  quilting 
featured  on  her  church’s  bulletins  this  past  year.  Each 
week  a  photo  of  a  quilted  star  in  successive  stages  of 


Elaine  Wilson  models  a  blue  denim  chasuble. 


completion  was  on  the  bulletin  cover  with  the 
finished  star  pictured  Christmas  Eve.  The  project 
was  a  joint  effort  with  a  member  of  a  neighboring 
local  church  of  another  denomination  who  did  the 
quilting. 

She  hopes  that  next  Advent  a  colorful  quilted 
patchwork  banner  prepared  by  church  members 
placed  prominently  in  the  sanctuary  will  begin  to 
take  shape,  with  a  quilted  star  design  moving  week 
by  week  toward  completion  by  Christmas. 

“This  is  a  way  to  involve  our  older  women  who 
don’t  think  they  can  do  anything  —  but  they  can 
quilt!”  Ms.  Edenborough  said. 

Ms.  Wilson  also  lauded  quilting  as  an  art  worthy 
of  church  banners  or  vestments  and  put  in  a  word 
for  those  who  could  crochet,  especially  for  making 
altar  cloths. 


Visual  worship  symbols 
remind  ‘God  gave  us  eyes 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 


Meals,  ‘adoptions’  given  as  ways  to  help  budget-cut  victims 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 
“Sharing  a  meal”  with  people  never 
seen  and  “adoption”  of  whole  families 
are  among  recent  suggestions  of  ways 
church  people  can  help  Americans 
affected  by  loss  of  government  services 
resulting  from  federal  budget  cuts. 

The  “share  a  meal”  idea  comes  from 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  board,  in  its 
monthly  MissioNews  publication,  said, 
“With  the  new  Reagan  economic 
readjustment  program  in  place,  the 
resulting  cuts  in  federally  funded 
programs  are  stifling  community 
services.  Program0  which  meet  food 
needs  and  provide  meal  services  are 
especially  affected.” 

As  one  way  to  respond,  the  board  asks 
United  Methodists  to  give  the  cash 
equivalent  of  one  meal  a  day,  seven 
meals  a  week,  or  a  month  of  one  daily 
meal,  “with  the  full  assurance  that  100 
percent  of  your  gift  is  used  to  buy  food 
that  is  ‘truly  needed.’  ” 

Share-a-meal  gifts  can  be  made 
through  the  National  Division  Advance 
project  known  as  Hunger,  U.S.A., 
#982594-6.  Gifts  can  be  made  to 
conference  treasurers  or  to  the  GBGM, 
Room  1439,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 


York,  NY  10115. 

The  “family  adoption”  idea  reached  its 
apex  when  it  was  advocated  by  President 
Reagan.  But  tracing  its  beginning  was 
another  matter. 

Religious  News  Service  in  New  York 
said  the  idea  came  from  the  staff  of  Sen. 
Mark  Hatfield  (R-Ore.)  The  senator’s 
chief  legislative  aide  said  the  staff  had 
found  that  there  are  some  400,000 
churches  in  the  U.S.  and  nearly  4  million 
families  getting  government  Aid  to 
Families  with  Dependent  Children 
(AFDC). 

The  senator’s  aides  reportedly  told 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham  that  if  each 
church  would  “adopt”  at  least  10 
families  —  noting  that  some  could  help 
more  and  some  less  —  all  AFDC 
programs  could  be  eliminated. 

The  evangelist  advanced  the  idea  at  a 
press  conference  in  Urbana,  Ill.,  in  late 
December.  He  had  spoken  there  at  the 
thirteenth  student  missions  convention 
sponsored  by  Inter-Varsity  Christian 
Fellowship. 

He  told  newspersons  that  if  every 
church  in  America  would  help  10  poor 
families,  poverty  could  be  eliminated 
and  holes  caused  by  federal  budget  cuts 
could  be  filled.  He  said  that  the  cuts  will 
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hurt  some  innocent  people.  “That’s 
where  we  as  the  church  ought  to  be,”  he 
said.  A  compassionate  response  by  the 
church  would  cause  onlookers  to  respond 
to  the  gospel,  he  added. 

Later,  speaking  before  a  business 
group  in  New  York,  President  Reagan 
quoted  Mr.  Graham’s  advocacy  of  the 


“adoption”  idea.  Mr.  Reagan  broadened 
the  suggestion  to  include  every  church 
and  synagogue. 

Some  observers  noted  that  the 
suggestion,  whatever  its  origin  and 
inclusiveness,  was  reminiscent  of  a 
request  made  a  month  earlier  by  New 
York  Mayor  Edward  I.  Koch,  who  asked 


religious  institutions  in  the  city  to 
provide  shelter  for  homeless  people. 

The  city’s  religious  leaders  generally 
felt  it  was  unrealistic  and  impractical  to 
expect  houses  of  worship  to  shelter  the 
homeless,  although  they  did  feel  a 
responsibility  to  help  the  poor  in  other 
ways. 


Plug  pulled  on  ‘Connection’ 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 


NASHVILLE  —  “Connection,”  the 
weekly  United  Methodist  radio  program, 
will  end  nearly  four  years  of  production 
next  week. 

Final  tapes  have  been  mailed  to  the 
approximately  450  stations  carrying  the 
series.  Each  week’s  30-minute  program 
was  aired  an  estimated  480  times,  includ¬ 
ing  duplicate  airings  on  some  stations  and 
AM/FM  combinations  in  some  markets.  . 

Some  50  stations  have  aired  all  227 
programs.  The  programs  are  produced 
here  by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  and  feature  music  and  recorded 
interviews  with  church  people  across  the 
country. 

“Connection”  was  terminated  as  part 
of  a  UMCom  cutback  in  staff  and 
programs  to  help  repay  start-up  and 
ongoing  costs  of  the  “National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry”  fundraising 
campaign. 

"Connection”  was  budgeted  at  $300,000 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Five  annual 
conferences  are  the  proving  grounds  this 
month  for  a  new  fund-solicitation 
approach  by  the  United  Methodist 
“National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry”  campaign. 

The  campaign  is  intended  to  raise  at 
least  $25  million  in  cash  and  pledges  by 
the  end  of  1984  to  establish  a  United 
Methodist  presence  in  television.  The 
steering  committee  setting  policy  for 
the  campaign  has  directed  that  some 
funds  be  used  as  soon  as  possible  to 
begin  producing  and  distributing  a 
variety  of  United  Methodist  television 
programming.  Staff  is  conducting  a 
national  survey  to  identify  what  United 
Methodists  are  doing  locally  or 
regionally  with  television. 

Meanwhile,  the  fund-raising  staff  of 
three  persons  full  time  and  one  part-time 
are  using  a  new  training  tape  produced  in 
cooperation  with  United  Methodist- 
related  Scarritt  College  here. 

The  tape  instructs  lay  volunteers  in 
how  specifically  to  solicit  contributions 
for  the  TV  Presence  and  Ministry. 

The  campaign’s  senior  fund-raiser  the 
Rev.  Jim  McChesney,  told  the  Reporter 
that  a  typical  training  session  in  an 


annually.  It  dates  to  a  proposal  adopted 
by  the  1976  General  Conference  to 
establish  a  Mass  Communications  Fund 
of  $600,000  annually,  about  half  of  which 
was  to  be  spent  on  what  was  envisioned 
as  a  series  of  radio  tapes  entitled  “United 
Methodists  Today.” 

Nelson  Price,  head  of  UMCom’s  public 
media  division,  emphasized  that  the 
demise  of  “Connection”  does  not  mean 
that  United  Methodism  has  pulled  out  of 
radio.  The  agency’s  one  ongoing  radio 
program  is  “The  Word  —  and  Music,”  a 
weekly  prepared  script  with  suggested 
recorded  music.  This  is  designed  to  be 
used  by  local  pastors  in  cooperation  with 
local  broadcasters. 

Mr.  Price  also  noted  that  UMCom 
continues  to  participate  in  “The 
Protestant  Hour,”  a  weekly  30-minute 
worship  format  produced  by  the 
Protestant  Radio  and  TV  Center  in 
Atlanta.  This  features  United  Methodist 
preachers  and  musicians  in  a  15-week 


annual  conference  is  in  three  parts: 
Bible  study,  showing  of  the  30-minute 
version  of  the  hour-long  “uplink” 
program  which  originated  live  last  fall 
from  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  here,  and  the 
training  tape. 

Volunteers  are  then  given  one  to  two 
weeks  to  contact  prospects  and  no  more 
than  another  week  or  two  to  report  back. 

Mr.  McChesney  said  that  these  locally- 
trained  solicitors  are  contacting  “top- 
drawer”  prospects  in  the  expected 
donation  range  of  $10,000  to  $100,000.  He 
also  said  that  each  volunteer,  before 
starting  solicitations  from  others,  must 
make  a  contribution  or  a  pledge. 

Conferences  where  this  new  approach 
is  being  tried  in  January  are  Missouri 
East,  Wisconsin,  Rocky  Mountain  and 
North  and  South  Georgia.  Scheduled  for 
similar  efforts  in  February  are  Florida, 
Iowa  and  Kentucky  conferences.  Others 
are  scheduled  through  June. 

The  Atlanta  Area,  including  the  two 
Georgia  conferences,  is  a  particular 
testing  ground,  said  Mr.  McChesney. 

Campaign  officials  in  Nashville  said 
that  the  total  paid  or  pledged  as  of  Jan.  21 
was  about  $375,000. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


rotation  with  worship  leaders  from  three 
other  denominations. 

Broadcasters  who  have  been  airing 
“Connection”  were  encouraged  in  a  letter 
from  Lee  Parkinson,  marketing  coordina¬ 
tor,  to  consider  replacing  it  with  either 
of  those  two  ongoing  radio  series. 

Mr.  Price  told  the  Reporter  that 
“Connection”  had  been  broadcast 
primarily  on  public  service  (no-charge) 
time,  with  no  more  than  50  airings 
weekly  paid  for. 

He  also  said  that  recent  federal  de¬ 
regulation  of  the  radio  industry  had 
caused  a  few  stations  to  cancel 
“Connection”  because  they  were  no 
longer  required  by  the  Federal  Communi¬ 
cations  Commission  to  devote  a  certain 
percentage  of  air  time  to  public  service. 

Mr.  Price  said  that  UMCom  is 
developing  prototypes  of  some  short- 
format  (five  minutes  and  less)  radio 
programs. 


N.C.  ‘homes’  lawsuit 
drops  denomination 

HILLSBORO,  N.C.  (UMNS)  —  The 
United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
denomination  has  been  dismissed 
from  a  lawsuit  involving  the 
Methodist  Retirement  Homes.  Inc., 
with  executive  offices  in  Durham,  N.C. 

North  Carolina  Superior  Court 
Judge  Gordon  Battle  said  in  his 
dismissal  order  that  “the  United 
Methodist  Church,  as  a  denomination, 
is  not  a  jural  entity  and,  therefore,  is 
not  capable  of  suing  or  being  sued.” 
The  ruling  noted  the  denomination 
lacks  the  characteristics,  under  North 
Carolina  law,  of  an  unincorporated 
association  with  jural  status. 

The  decision  in  favor  of  the  church 
is  the  second  such  ruling  in  recent 
months.  Late  in  1980,  a  Montana  judge 
held  that  the  denomination  is  not  a 
jural  entity  and  dismissed  it  from  a 
suit  in  that  state  involving  a 
retirement  home  and  hospital. 

The  suit  filed  against  the  retire¬ 
ment  home  corporation,  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  and 
the  denomination  on  behalf  of  a  former 
resident  of  the  homes’  Lumberton, 
N.C.,  unit.  At  issue  is  whether 
some  corporate  stock,  worth  about 
$24,000,  used  by  Mrs.  Hinson  to  enter 
the  home  was  disposed  of  properly  by 
the  latter. 


Teams  for  TY  ministry 
try  new  solicitation  tack 


to  future 

and  they’ll  pick  up  the  burden.”  Mr. 
Buehler  said  there  was  a  long  period 
when  leaders  in  the  conference 
attempted  to  shield  members  from  the 
bad  news  about  the  financial  problems  of 
the  homes. 

Lay  members  were  not  alone  in  the 
dark,  said  the  Rev.  Dan  Kennedy,  Long 
Beach  district  superintendent  and  a 
leader  of  the  fundraising  effort.  “As  a 
local  pastor  in  the  early  ’70s,  I  didn’t  know 
much  about  what  was  going  on  (with 
Pacific  Homes).  During  annual 
conference  sessions,  we  got  an  overkill  of 
information  but  in  legal  language  we 
didn’t  understand.” 

Once  a  tentative  settlement  was 
reached;  Bishop  Tuell,  Mr.  Kennedy  and 
lay  leaders  insisted  that  church 
members  get  the  facts.  “Say  everything, 
say  it  as  simply  as  possible  —  straight 
from  the  shoulder,”  Mr.  Kennedy  said. 
"We  couldn’t  promise  deliverance  —  the 
out-of-court  settlement  wasn’t  yet 
finalized  when  we  began  raising  money 
last  March  —  but  the  people  were  ready 
to  move. 

“Their  motivation  was  to  save  the 
church,”  he  said.  With  speculation  that 
church  properties  might  even  have  to  be 
sold  to  come  up  with  the  funds,  it  was  a 
‘do-or-die’  mandate.” 

And  United  Methodists  responded,  to  a 
degree  even  the  professional  fundraising 
consultants  could  not  foresee.  The 
professionals  said  at  least  $1  million  had 
to  be  raised  through  “major  gifts,”  but  in 
the  end  the  largest  gift  was  $25,000. 
Major  gifts  made  up  less  than  5  percent 
of  the  total. 

“The  guts  of  the  money  came  from  the 
checkbooks  and  pockets  of  the  average 
member  in  the  pew  giving  sacrificially,” 
Mr.  Kennedy  said. 

El  Segundo  UMC  raised  264  percent  — 
the  highest  percentage  —  over  its  fair 
share.  With  357  members,  the  church  was 
asked  to  raise  $21,170  but  gave  $56,074. 

“We  learned  that  United  Methodists 
care  greatly  about  their  church  and  are 
willing  to  sacrifice  greatly  to  save  it,” 
Mr.  Kennedy  said. 

There  are  other  side  benefits  besides  a 
new  conviction  about  what  they  can  do. 
“We  saved  some  soured  churches  in  my 
district,”  Mr.  Kennedy  said.  “With  the 
exception  of  one  that  didn’t  try  and  one 
that  couldn’t,  all  the  other  63  churches 
are  stronger  than  they  were  a  year  ago. 

"As  a  conference  we  are  something 
like  Jacob  after  his  wrestling  with  the 
angel.  We’ve  had  some  of  the  pride 
knocked  out  of  us,  we  are  more  humble, 
more  responsible  to  each  other  and  more 
careful  about  details.  We  are  running  a 
much  tighter  ship  and  there  is  a  greater 
degree  of  trust  up  and  down  the  whole 
system.  We  are  much  closer  together  and 
fbel  more  support  between  local 
churches,  within  clusters,  with  the 
conference  as  a  whole.  ” 

In  ( laying  out  his  vision  for  the 
conference,  Bishop  Tuell  said  these  side 
benefits  should  help  keep  the  churches 
moving,  but  it  would  be  false  to  assume 
that  “we  can  just  up  and  raise  $10 
million  for  anything  that  comes  along. 
That’s  not  true.” 

Work  equally  hard  on  evangelism 

However,  he  did  say  if  every  local 
church  set  a  goal  for  the  number  of 
persons  they  would  like  to  reach  in  a 
given  year  —  and  “worked  as  hard  at 
that  goal  as  we  did  at  the  Pacific  Homes 
settlement  goal”  —  wonders  would  hap¬ 
pen. 

He  urged  every  church  to  have  as  a 
goal  that  “no  visitor  or  guest  attend 
without  receiving  a  home  call  within  two 
days.”  Bishop  Tuell  said  he  was  “ap¬ 
palled”  at  a  report  that  a  new  family 
had  attended  eight  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Los  Angeles  and,  in  spite  of 
registering  carefully  with  each,  received 
a  response  from  only  one  church  five 
weeks  later. 

Another  local  church  goal  he  suggested 
was  that  every  church  conduct 
confirmation  classes  every  year.  “The 
fact  that  50  or  60  churches  show  no 
members  received  on  profession  of  faith 
suggests  this  is  being  neglected,”  he 
said. 

Finally,  he  said,  each  church  needed  to 
develop  ownership  of  mission  outreach  — 
through  100  percent  payment  of  World 
Service  and  conference  apportionments 
and  also  through  community  outreach. 

‘Each  church  a  caring  center’ 

“Each  church  a  caring  center”  was  the 
bishop’s  preface  to  a  proposal  that  “at 
least  475  beautifully  equipped  church 
kitchens”  could  be  put  to  use  in  feeding 
the  hungry.  He  quipped  that  church 
kitchens  are  referred  to  tongue-in-cheek 
as  the  “holy  of  holies”  but  he  asked, 
“Isn’t  the  holiest  ground  of  all  where  a 
cup  of  water  is  given  in  Christ’s  name?  ” 

The  area  leader  said  some  would  think 
this  vision  “naive  or  simplistic,”  or  see  it 
as  ignoring  the  denomination’s  missional 
priority  to  strengthen  ethnic  minority 
local  churches  and  the  special  programs 
adopted  by  the  general  church:  world 
hunger,  Africa,  peace,  campus  church 
and  campus. 

Others,  he  said,  probably  thought  he 
would  take  up  the  cause  of  raising  some 
$30  million  for  ministers’  pensions  or  $20 
million  for  the  conference-owned  School 
of  Theology  at  Claremont,  or  camps. 

Of  the  general  church  emphases,  he 
said,  “They  make  an  assumption  which 
is  not  necessarily  valid  —  that  every 
local  church  is  already  Christ-centered, 
alive  and  strong.”  He  added  that  local 
churches  “turned  inward  are  too 
crippled  to  respond.” 

Of  the  other  conference  financial 
needs,  he  said,  “All  the  rest  of  these 
things  exist  only  to  make  the  local  church 
happen.  At  this  moment  in  history,  we 
need  to  focus  on  the  local  church;  it  is 
crucial  as  a  sign,  a  foretaste  of  the 
Kingdom.” 
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Oral  Roberts  seminary  OK’d 

Major  new  UM pastor  source  has  charismatic  aspect 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Oral  Roberts  University  School  of 
Theology  in  Tulsa  has  been  “approved” 
for  the  first  time  to  train  students  for  the 
United  Methodist  ministry. 

It  immediately  surpassed  all  but  one  of 
the  125  “approved”  non-UM  seminaries 
in  enrollment  of  United  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents.  Only  Asbury  in  Kentucky  has  more. 

Dean  James  B.  Buskirk  said  84  UM 
students  already  were  attending  ORU 
seminary  on  faith  that  the  school  one  day 
would  receive  UMC  “approval.” 

Previously,  ORU  seminary  degrees  did 
not  qualify  graduates  for  ordination  as 
UM  elders.  Dr.  Buskirk  said  the  UM 
University  Senate  notified  him  last  week 
by  letter  of  the  “approval.” 

(The  senate  also  took  action  on  seven 
other  seminaries.  See  story  on  this 
page. ) 

"Hie  influence  of  charismatic  Christians 
at  ORU  seminary  makes  it  somewhat  dif¬ 
ferent  from  most  other  schools  training 
United  Methodist  ministers.  Dr.  Buskirk 
acknowledged  in  response  to  a  question. 


“We  feel  a  person  with  a  charismatic 
experience  can  find  here  a  school  which 
is  open  to  them,”  he  said.  “It  is  a  school 
with  some  professors  who  have  had 
similar  charismatic  experiences  and 
who  have  examined  the  experience  with 
theological  and  biblical  expertise." 

Prior  to  1980,  the  University  Senate 
automatically  had  put  a  seminary  on  its 
“approved  list”  as  soon  as  it  received 
academic  accreditation  from  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Theological  Schools  ( ATS) . 

In  1980  just  before  ORU  seminary  was 
accredited  by  ATS,  the  University  Senate 
initiated  its  own  review  process.  The 
effect  was  that  ORU  seminary  —  opened 
in  1976  —  did  not  get  on  the  UM  "approved 
list.”  Some  UM  "evangelical”  leaders 
told  the  Reporter  they  felt  the  new  review 
had  been  started  to  bar  ORU  because  of 
its  charismatic  reputation  and  its  new¬ 
ness.  But  University  Senate  leaders  said 
the  issue  of  ORU  was  just  one  of  many 
that  persuaded  them  to  review  non-UM 
seminaries  specifically  as  to  how  well 


‘Good  News’  leaders 
laud  Senate  actions 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  University  Senate’s  recent  actions 
won  applause  from  top  officials  of  the 
“evangelical”  Good  News  caucus, 
perhaps  the  strongest  critic  of  the 
senate’s  new  seminary  review  process 
(see  story  on  this  page  and  in  the 
Reporter,  Jan.  22  and  Nov.  20) . 

Opportunities  for  United  Methodists  to 
study  in  more  theologically  conservative 
settings  have  been  greatly  increased,  the 
Good  News  officials  said. 

Because  of  the  senate’s  decision  to 
approve  several  seminaries,  it  now  can 
be  said  that  one- third  of  the  students 
preparing  for  the  United  Methodist 
ministry  in  fully  approved,  non-UM 
seminaries  are  in  schools  considered  by 
Good  News  officials  to  be  particularly 
well-suited  for  “evangelicals." 

Just  over  half  of  United  Methodist 
seminarians  attend  13  UM-related 
seminaries.  The  rest  are  scattered  over 
some  hundred  seminaries. 

“That’s  news  for  rejoicing!”  the  Rev. 
Michael  Walker  said  when  informed  of 
recent  senate  actions.  He  is  Good  News 
chairman  and  editor  of  its  newletter  to 
United  Methodist  seminarians, 
seminarians. 

Six  of  the  eight  schools  which  Mr. 
Walker  particularly  favors  for 
“evangelical"  students  were  placed  off 
limits  for  United  Methodists  or  put  on  a 
kind  of  probation  by  the  University 
Senate  last  June. 

The  Good  News  board  of  directors 
sharply  challenged  the  senate  and 
accused  it  of  giving  “additional  ‘legiti¬ 
mate’  basis  for  annual  conference  boards 
of  ministry  to  push  candidates  for  ordina¬ 
tion  away  from  evangelical  education.” 


Senate  officials  repeatedly  denied  that 
their  review  of  how  well  schools 
specifically  train  students  for  the  United 
Methodist  ministry  had  anything  to  do 
with  whether  a  school  was  “liberal”  or 
“conservative.”  Their  aim,  they  said, 
was  to  help  “non-approved”  schools  get 
back  onto  the  UM  “approved  list.” 

This  month,  the  senate  granted  full 
approval  to  four  of  the  six  seminaries 
Mr.  Walker  had  been  most  concerned 
about:  Ashland  in  Ohio,  Gordon-Conwell 
in  Massachusetts,  Memphis  in  Tennessee 
and  Oral  Roberts  in  Oklahoma.  In 
addition,  the  senate  fully  approved 
Erskine  and  Lutheran  Southern,  both  in 
South  Carolina,  and  Southeastern  Baptist 
in  North  Carolina. 

Two  which  remain  “unapproved”  are 
Eastern  Baptist  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Trinity  in  Illinois.  Eastern  Baptist’s 
president  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
senate  has  asked  him  for  one  more  thing 
—  a  formal  guarantee  of  academic 
freedom  for  non-Baptist  faculty  —  which 
“I  can  without  hesitation  supply.”  He 
said  he  feels  confident  his  school  will  be 
placed  on  the  “approved  list”  after  that. 
Although  Trinity’s  president  says  he  is 
appealing  the  senate’s  action  of  last 
June,  senate  leaders  say  they  have  not 
received  sufficient  information  to 
consider  the  appeal. 

“I  commend  the  senate  for  making  use 
of  personal  interviews  and  on-site  visits” 
in  considering  the  seminaries’  appeals, 
said  Good  News’  top  executive  the  Rev. 
James  V.  Heidinger  II,  who  criticized  the 
senate  last  fall  for  not  doing  those  two 
things.  “I  can’t  help  but  think  the  initial 
criticism  from  various  quarters  made 
a  difference.” 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Churches  battle  fuel  costs 


United  Methodist  churches  don’t 
intend  to  be  financially  bowled  over  by 
the  stinging  smack  of  rising  heating  costs 
this  winter.  Instead,  they  are  taking 
steps  to  be  better  stewards  of  heating 
energy  by  winterizing  their  buildings. 

The  63  members  of  Zion  UMC  in 
Kindred,  ND,  installed  an  off-peak 
electric  heating  system  in  their  75-year- 
old  structure  in  1980  and  reported  a  $400 
savings  in  fuel  costs  in  1981.  The 
congregation  recently  bought  steel  for 
the  church  as  another  energy-saving 
measure.  Zion’s  parsonage  is  also  in  on 
the  act  with  the  addition  of  solar  panels 
and  insulated  heating  ducts. 

Meanwhile,  in  Skinners  Eddy,  Pa.,  a 
group  of  men  from  Skinners  Eddy  UMC 
held  a  Saturday  “work -bee”  as  part  of  an 
overall  plan  to  reduce  fuel  costs.  The 
men  rented  an  insulation  machine  and 
blew  some  100  bags  of  fiber-fill  insulation 
in  the  attic  of  the  building. 

Other  UM  churches  have  reported 
similar  efforts.  Said  the  Rev.  Sterling 
Wenzel  of  Zion  UMC  in  Kindred,  ‘The 
church  whose  function  is  ‘salvation’  can 
do  no  harm  by  setting  a  good  example  in 
the  conservation  of  energy.” 


they  train  students  for  ministry  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“Our  approval  was  delayed  a  year  and 
a  half  by  those  new  standards,”  Dr. 
Buskirk  said.  But  in  the  long  run,  the 
review  probably  helped  the  seminary,  he 
said. 

“The  boards  of  ordained  ministry  in 
many  annual  conferences  are  not 
acquainted  with  us.  The  fact  that  we 
have  been  studied  (the  review 
commission  made  an  on-site  visit)  and 
approved  on  the  basis  of  these  new 
standards  will  help  give  those  boards  a 
confidence  in  us  that  the  old  process 
would  not  have  provided,”  Dr.  Buskirk 
said. 

He  said  the  charismatic  aspect  of  the 
seminary  is  not  something  that  is  forced 
on  students  and  faculty.  Those  who  have 
not  had  a  charismatic  experience  are  not 
in  any  way  made  to  feel  inferior  to  those 
who  have,  he  said. 

In  terms  of  makeup,  few  seminaries 
are  more  United  Methodist  than  ORU. 
Forty  percent  of  its  student  body  and 
70  percent  of  its  faculty  are  United 
Methodist. 

Dr.  Buskirk  said  that  the  Rev.  Oral 
Roberts,  president  of  the  university,  set 
out  to  build  an  interdenominational 
seminary  but  definitely  had  gaining 
approval  by  the  United  Methodist  Church 
at  the  top  of  his  priorities. 

The  special  place  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism  in  the  plans  for  the  seminary 
had  its  origin  in  1968;  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference  transferred  Mr. 
Roberts’  ordination  from  the  Pentacostal- 
Holiness  Church  and  used  a  procedure 
no  longer  available  to  make  him  a  United 
Methodist  “local  elder,”  a  position  that 
does  not  include  full  connectional  rights 
and  responsibilities.  When  Mr.  Roberts 
began  his  seminary  in  1976,  he  sought 
out  Dr.  Buskirk  to  be  the  first  dean. 
Dr.  Buskirk  was  professor  of  evangelism 
at  UM-related  Candler  School  of  Theology 
in  Atlanta.  Several  other  United  Meth¬ 
odists  were  added,  and  then  in  1980,  UM 
Bishop  Mack  B.  Stokes  moved  in  as 
professor  of  systematic  theology  after 
retiring  from  the  active  episcopacy. 

The  first  big  class  graduated  in  1980. 
The  University  Senate  this  month  made 
its  approval  retroactive  through  that 
graduation. 

Forty-two  states  are  represented  in 
this  year’s  student  body.  Dr.  Buskirk 
said  16  of  the  some  200  students  are  from 
Oklahoma  with  eight  to  ten  each  coming 
from  California,  Iowa,  Florida,  New 
York  and  Texas. 

The  University  Senate’s  deliberations 
on  seminaries  were  conducted  behind 
closed  doors  in  Atlanta  earlier  this 
month. 

At  the  request  of  the  senate,  Dr. 
Buskirk  said,  ORU  seminary  is  restating 
its  policy  on  academic  freedom  to  meet 
concerns  which  were  raised  during  the 
review  process,  and  is  “continuing  to 
look  at  our  inclusiveness”  of  women  and 
minorities  in  the  seminary.  Other 
criteria  applied  to  non-UM  seminaries 
were  how  well  the  school  trained 
students  in  United  Methodist  history, 
doctrine,  structure  and  social  principles. 
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Unique  investment  for  2031  A.D. 


Pastor’s  gif t  starts  chain  reaction 


By  PEG  ROBERTS 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  The  unique 
monetary  investment  by  a  minister  at 
North  United  Methodist  Church  here 
has  mushroomed  to  the  point  where  it 
may  reap  approximately  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  dollars  at 
maturity. 

On  Sunday,  May  10, 1981,  the  church 
celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  dedication  of  its  stately  gothic 
sanctuary  at  the  corner  of  38th  and 
Meridian  Streets.  At  the  close  of  the 
service  the  Rev.  Richard  E. 
Hamilton,  announced  that  he  was 
placing  $100  in  a  savings  account  to  be 
kept  until  the  year  2031,  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the 
church  sanctuary  at  that  location.  He 
admits  that  “at  first  it  seemed  a  crazy 
idea.”  But  he  slept  on  it,  prayed  about 
it,  put  it  on  the  shelf  for  several  days, 
thought  of  dozens  of  objections,  but  it 
wouldn’t  go  away.  So  he  went  ahead. 


“I  felt  great,”  he  confides.  “I  had 
just  given  the  biggest  gift  of  my  life  — 
about  $10,600  to  North  Church  —  and  it 
only  cost  me  $100.” 

But  that’s  not  the  end  of  the  story. 
As  the  day  progressed,  others  came  to 
him  quietly,  one  by  one,  slipping  him 
a  sum  of  money.  The  amount  grew 
from  $100  to  $1,101  by  evening. 
Several  youngsters  gave  him  $1.00 
each.  One  person  donated  a  $100  bill 
he  had  been  saving  for  10  years  for 
some  special  purpose.  Another 
wanted  to  be  a  part,  wasn’t  sure  he 
could  swing  $100,  but  decided  to  go 
ahead.  The  next  day  an  unexpected 
refund  came  to  him  in  the  mail. 

In  the  days  that  followed  the  phone 
rang  frequently  with  calls  from 
individuals  asking  to  be  included  in 
die  fund.  By  the  middle  of  June,  when 
it  seemed  advisable  to  freeze  the  fund, 
it  had  grown  to  $7,500.  With  no 


fanfare,  no  special  appeal  or 
promotion,  this  crazy  idea  beginning 
modestly  with  $100  will  have  earned 
interest  bringing  the  total  value  to 
more  than  $750,000  by  the  year  2031, 
the  year  of  maturity.  The  congre¬ 
gation  of  North  Church  in  that  year 
will  have  reason  to  bless  the  mem¬ 
bers  back  in  1981.  At  the  present 
time,  the  money  is  invested  in  short¬ 
term  certificates  while  the  trustees 
explore  options  for  long-term 
investment. 

“It  was  an  idea  that  seemed  to 
strike  a  responsive  note,”  states  Dr. 
Hamilton.  “It  continues  to  intrigue 
me,  and  it  shows  real  confidence  in 
the  future  of  North  Church,  an  act  of 
faith  into  the  future.” 

Mrs.  Roberts  is  an  active  United 
Methodist  in  Indianapolis  and  free¬ 
lance  writer. 


Publishers  weigh  postal  hike  impact 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Religious  publications  like  the 
Reporter  and  secular  non-profit 
publishers  are  still  weighing  the  impact 
of  massive  increases  in  non-profit  postal 
rates  which  went  into  effect  Jan.  10  (see 
Reporter  Jan.  8  and  Jan.  15). 

The  rate  increases,  previously 
scheduled  to  be  phased  in  between  now 
and  1987,  affect  all  non-profit  Second 
Class  publications,  including  those  of 
such  organizations  as  the  American 
Cancer  Society,  March  of  Dimes, 
Salvation  Army,  and  such  agencies  as 
labor  unions,  museums,  and  farm 
organizations. 

Increases  varied 

Increases  in  both  dollar  amounts  and 
in  percentages  varied  depending  on  type, 
frequency  and  volume  of  mailings.  No 
percentage  increases  were  reported 
higher  than  the  154  percent  jump  which 
hit  the  Reporter  based  on  its  high  volume 
(in  excess  of  500,000  each  week)  and  its 
frequency. 

Rates  have  likewise  increased  for  local 
churches  which  mail  their  own 
publications  under  Second  Class  or  Third 
Class  permits.  A  Postal  Service  official 
in  Dallas  said  Third  Class  non-profit 
rates  jumped  from  3.8  cents  per  piece  for 
a  typical  church  newsletter  to  5.9  cents. 

“Interpreter”  magazine,  the 
denomination’s  national  program 
journal,  had  not  decided  as  of  mid- 
January  how  it  will  deal  with  its  costs 
which  have  doubled.  The  magazine  has  a 
budget  of  just  over  $1  million  but  was 
scheduled  to  reduce  its  number  of  issues 
from  10  to  nine  this  year  and  eliminate 
100  pages  even  before  the  latest  postal 
increase  took  effect. 

Other  United  Methodist  publications 
gave  these  annual  projected  postal  cost 
increases:  The  Upper  Room,  up  $150,000; 
New  World  Outlook,  up  $14,000;  Re¬ 
sponse,  up  $35,000;  Circuit  Rider,  doubled 
to  nearly  $34,000,  and  Newscope,  doubled 


the  church  today 


Skinners  Eddy  UMC  men  rented  insula¬ 
tion  equipment  to  set  good  example. 


Poll  says  Bishop  Armstrong 
among  ‘‘most  influential” 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  Armstrong  has  been  listed 
among  the  top  dozen  persons  in  a  poll  of 
the  “most  influential  persons”  in  the 
field  of  religion. 

The  poll  is  included  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Christian  Century  magazine. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  who  took  office  Jan.  1 
as  president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  is  the  spiritual  and 
administrative  leader  of  Indiana’s 
325,000  United  Methodists. 

The  magazine  surveyed  more  than  25 
editors  representing  the  leading  religious 
magazines  in  the  country.  In  all,  122 
persons  were  mentioned  by  the  panelists. 

Coming  in  first  was  evangelist  Billy 
Graham,  followed  by  church  historian 
and  author  Martin  E.  Marty.  These  were 
unchanged  from  a  similar  poll  conducted 
in  1978. 

Following  (in  order)  were:  Moral 
Majority  head  Jerry  Falwell;  Pope  John 
Paul  II;  William  Sloane  Coffin  of  New 
York’s  Riverside  Church;  television 


REDISCOVERY  BIBLE  LANDS  CRUISE  program. 
Oct.  27-Nov.  13. 1982  Heritage  Tours.  321  E.  Maynard 
Avenue.  Columbus,  OH 43202  '614>  267-3256 


CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE:  90  Adult  Choir  Robes.  Royal  Blue 

Cassocks  and  White  Surplices.  Good  to  excellent 
condition.  Only  *750  00  for  entire  lot.  Contact  Music 
Department.  First  UMC,  1411  Broadway,  Lubbock. 
TX  79401  Telephone  ( 906 1  763-1607 


UMCOR  approves  grants  for  Poland 


African  Palms 

If  you  buy  polm  crosses  mode  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
overages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  15  to  ossure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50.  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS  P.O.  Box  575. 

Olney.  MD  20832 


WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.  (UMNS)  - 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
directors  meeting  here  on  one  of  the 
worst  winter  weekends  of  the  century, 
Jan.  15-17,  granted  a  total  of  $3.8  million 
for  relief,  rehabilitation,  refugees  and 
root  causes  of  hunger. 

Although  their  ranks  were  thinned  by 
weather  and  illness,  the  policy-makers  of 
United  Methodism’s  “arm  of 
compassion”  also: 

•  Learned  that  in  the  face  of  pressing 
need  to  resettle  refugees  there  is  now  no 


UPDATE  YOUR  EDUCATION 

Summer  in  Claremont 
One-,  two-and  four-week 
courses  in  Bible,  Homiletics, 
Counseling--from  May  24  to  July  30 
Write  for  detailed  brochure: 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
1325  N.  College  Ave. 

Claremont,  CA  9171 1 


backup  of  congregations  waiting  to  be 
sponsors ; 

•  Heard  the  general  secretary  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (of  which  UMCOR  is  a 
division)  say  that  to  UMCOR’s 
traditional  “four  Rs”  of  relief, 
rehabilitation,  refugees  and  renewal  of 
life,  a  new  "r”  should  be  added  — 
spiritual  renewal; 

•  Honored  two  missionaries,  Robert 
and  Martha  Marble,  Columbia,  Mo.,  for  a 
total  of  72  years’  service  in  India, 
including  30  to  UMCOR. 

The  largest  single  grant  was  $250,000  in 
emergency  relief  to  Poland.  The  funds 
will  go  primarily  to  children  and  elderly 
people  in  nursing  homes,  said  the  Rev.  J. 
Harry  Haines,  the  top  staff  executive.  He 
said  the  UMCOR  aid  is  part  of  the  help 
being  shipped  by  Church  World  Service 
(CWS),  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  and  that  by  the  end 
of  January  CWS  will  have  sent  $500,000  in 
aid.  It  is  being  handled  by  the  Polish 
churches  through  the  Polish  Ecumenical 
Council  and  not  by  the  government,  he 
emphasized. 


to  $16,000. 

The  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck,  editor  of 
both  Circuit  Rider  and  Newscope,  told 
the  Reporter  that  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  will  need  to  increase 
its  subsidies  to  help  the  publications 
handle  their  budget  increases.  The 
Publishing  House  subsidizes  Newscope 
about  $40,000  per  year  and  Circuit  Rider 
its  full  $140,000  annual  cost. 

Regional  United  Methodist 
publications  likewise  faced 
uncertainties. 

Donn  Doten,  editor  of  the  weekly 
Michigan  Christian  Advocate,  said  he 
believes  his  newspaper  will  “weather  the 
storm”  despite  an  annual  increase  of  as 
much  as  $50,000  in  postal  costs. 

The  Rev.  Hewlett  Stith,  editor  of  the 
Virginia  Advocate,  said  no  decision  has 
been  made  about  how  to  deal  with  the 
increase  for  that  annual  conference 
weekly  newspaper.  However,  he  said  the 
governing  board  is  considering  moving 
to  a  semi-weekly  schedule. 

Fund-raising  organizations  outside  the 
church  have  complained  that  the 
increases  will  not  only  raise  their  costs  of 
doing  business  but  will  also  diminish  the 
amount  of  funds  available  for  programs. 

Bob  Weymueller,  director  of 
government  relations  for  the  American 
Lung  Association,  told  The  Washington 
Post  that  his  group  gets  about  $51  million 
of  its  annual  $60.5  million  revenue  from 
contributions  made  in  response  to  direct 
mail  appeals.  The  Lung  Association’s 
postage  costs  will  increase  from  $3.5 
million  to  about  $5.8  million  this  year, 
he  added. 

What  galls  him  most,  Mr.  Weymueller 


said,  is  that  the  postage  increases  “came 
at  a  time  particularly  when  the 
government  says  it  is  trying  to 
encourage  volunteer  work.” 

The  National  Information  Bureau  in 
New  York,  which  evaluates  fund-raising 
organizations  which  solicit  contributions 
from  the  general  public,  says  in  its  basic 
standards  that  at  least  60  percent  of  any 
organization’s  revenue  should  be  spent 
on  programming. 

Big  operations  safe 

NIB  officer  Bill  White  told  the 
Reporter,  “This  postage  increase  won’t 
put  the  big  organizations  like  the  March 
of  Dimes  out  of  business.  But  it  may 
make  several  organizations  re-think 
their  fund-raising  costs.” 

In  Washington,  the  Business  Mailers 
Review,  which  monitors  the  Postal 
Service,  said  that  the  rate  increases  are 
forcing  many  organizations  to  seek  relief 
by  reducing  the  size  of  publications, 
frequency  of  mailings,  and  mailing 
methods. 

‘Discipline’  corrected 

NASHVILLE  -  The  1980  “Book  of 
Discipline”  has  been  corrected  to  read 
that  each  local  church  may  annually 
elect  rather  than  shall  elect  coordinators 
for  children’s,  youth,  adult  and  family 
ministries. 

The  correction  was  one  of  22  issued  by 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
whose  responsibility  it  is  to  edit  and 
produce  the  denominational  “rule  book.” 
Most  other  errors  involved  procedural 
matters  at  general  church  or  annual 
conference  levels. 


evangelist  Oral  Roberts;  Robert 
Schuller,  television  pastor  of  California’s 
Crystal  Cathedral;  Archbishop  John  R. 
Roach,  president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Catholic  Bishops;  Notre  Dame 
President  Theodore  Hesburgh;  Ronald 
Sider,  a  leader  in  the  social-activist  wing 
of  U.S.  evangelicalism;  and  Roman 
Catholic  theologian  Hans  Kung. 


Duke  scientists  report  new 
man-ape  ancestor  links 

DURHAM,  N.C.  (RNS)  —  United 
Methodist-related  Duke  University 
scientists  say  they’ve  found  additional 
biochemical  evidence  that  man  and 
African  apes  share  ancestors. 

Dr.  Barton  F.  Haynes,  leader  of  the 
research  team  that  did  the  research,  said 
the  Duke  study  differs  from  earlier 
studies  in  that  it  focuses  on  the  immune 
system  —  specifically  the  white  blood 
cells  that  regulate  it.  The  immune 
system  protects  the  body  from  harmful 
substances  that  produce  disease. 

The  Duke  research  was  supported  by 
grants  from  the  National  Institutes  of 
Health. 

Upper  Room 
chief  to  become 
Memphis  pastor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  Rev.  Maxie  D. 
Dunnam,  world  editor  of  the  Upper 
Room  since  1975,  has  been  appointed 
senior  minister  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Memphis. 

Nashville  Area  Bishop  Edward  L. 
Tullis  announced  last  Sunday  that  Dr. 
Dunnam  would  become  pastor  of  Tennes¬ 
see’s  largest  UM  congregation  on  March 
28.  The  previous  pastor  of  12  years,  the 
Rev.  Harold  Beatty,  was  murdered  last 
November. 

The  Upper  Room  is  a  section  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Its  ecumenical  ministry  includes  and  is 
supported  by  the  sale  of  its  devotional 
books  and  magazines  including  the 
world’s  most  widely  circulated  daily 
devotional  guide. 


FIR  ST  CHRISTIAN  FAMILY 
MAGAZINE  NOW  PUBLISHED 
BY  THE  UPPER  ROOM! 


oflUStiA' 


64  PAGES 
EACH  ISSUE 


OUTSTANDING 
WRITERS 
FEATURED 


12  x  17-INCH 
FULL  COLOR 
POSTER 
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PUBLISHED  QUARTERLY  BY 

Che  UpperRoom 


For  84  years  The  Christian  Home  (published  as 
Home  Quarterly  from  October, 1897  to  June,  193 5) 
has  sought  to  enrich  marriage  and  family  life  by  pro¬ 
viding  information,  advice,  moral  support,  study 
materials,  and  devotional  resources. 

The  Upper  Room  is  proud  to  offer  this  quality 
quarterly  magazine  by  subscription  and  bulk  ship¬ 
ment.  Order  today.  We  can  bill  you  later. 


■  Mail  Today  ■ 


□  1-YR.  $6.00 

(4  Issues) 

MY NAME  _ 

Address  _ 


□  3-YRS.  $15.00  Save  $3 

(12  issues) 


City/St/ZIp _ _ _ 

Bill  me  later  Payment  enclosed 

Charge  to  my  Upper  Room  Acct#  _ _ 

I  want  my  church  to  receive - copies  of  The  Christian  Home  each  quarter 

(10  or  more  to  one  address  $1.20  each) 

Bill  me  later— Here  is  the  church  address: 


THE  UPPER  ROOM.  1908  Grand  Avenue,  P.O.  Box  189.  Nashville,  TN  37202 


Those  present  for  the  Convocation  of  Boards  in  Baton  Rouge 
were  present  for  the  first  transmission  of  a  program  that 
originated  in  Shreveport  to  the  satellite  and  then  to  the 
downlink  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes  presented  the  program  and  answered  questions  about 
the  new  program.  The  boards  were  to  consider  how  best  to  use 
the  satellite  to  achieve  the  goals  of  the  various  committees  and 
boards. 

In  Louisiana,  between  55  and  60  downlinks  have  been 


ordered.  But  in  the  Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference,  lay 
member  Charles  Cappleman,  vice  president  for  CBS  and  a 
member  of  the  General  Conference’s  Board  of  TV  Presence 
and  Ministry,  said  his  conference  has  set  aside  $200,000  to  buy 
downlinks  to  monitor  the  Louisiana  programming.  Everything 
produced  will  be  seen  in  the  Los  Angeles  area.  In  the  picture, 
Dr.  Dykes  presents  the  program  with  Virginia  Shamblin. 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Amy  Ward,  president  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  at  the  headiable. 
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Poland 

UMCOR  Releases  Bulletin  Update 


NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.  -  The  recent  occur¬ 
rences  in  Poland  have  been  in  the  news 
recently  and  have  prompted  many 
people  to  call  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  in  New  York,  according 
to  Associate  General  Secretary  Dr.  J. 
Harry  Haines. 

The  calls  are  inquiries  into  what  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  doing  to  get 


a  continued  response  from  the  American 
Churches.  Today,  Church  World  Service 
issued  an  appeal  for  $1  million  to  provide 
urgently  needed  supplies  of  high-protein 
food,  medicines  and  warm  clothing  with 
the  main  recipients  being  the  very 
elderly  and  children,”  said  the  bulletin. 

The  bulletin  further  explained  the 
system  for  dispersal  of  the  goods  sent  to 


When  sending  your  gift,  please  make  sure 
it  is  designated  to  UMCOR  No.  328450 
"Poland  Emergency  Relief.” 

UMCOR  Poland  Disaster  Bulletin  Update 


assistance  to  the  Polish  people  through 
the  Polish  Churches. 

A  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  Poland  Disaster  Bulletin  Update  has 
been  released  concerning  the  situation  in 
Poland.  The  bulletin  was  released  Jan.  6 
and  outlines  measures  being  taken  to  aid 
the  people  of  Poland. 

“The  present  crisis  in  Poland  required 


Summer  Trip 


Poland. 

“Recent  news  from  Poland  shows  that 
the  churches  there,  cooperating  with  the 
Polish  Ecumenical  Council,  have  de¬ 
veloped  an  effective  system  for  the 
distribution  of  food  supplies,  medicines, 
clothing  and  other  materials  to  church 
and  state  institutions  and  homes.  The 
primary  recipients  are  the  homes  for  the 


elderly.  The  control  and  administration 
of  all  aid  is  in  the  hands  of  the  church  and 
does  not  go  via  the  government  or  any 
political  entity,”  said  the  one-page 
update. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  bulletin  also  recounted  previous 
efforts  to  send  needed  supplies  to  the 
Polish  people  from  the  United  Methodist 
and  other  church  denominations. 

“On  Nov.  23,  1981,  aboard  the  Polish 
ship,  Casimar  Polanski,  a  shipment  of 
bedding,  clothing,  canned  meats,  soap 
and  school  kits  were  sent  jointly  by  the 
Church  World  Service,  Lutheran  World 
Relief  and  the  Mennonite  Central 
Committee.  Total  value  was  $323,446. 
These  supplies,”  said  the  Jan.  6  update, 
“were  consigned  to  the  Polish 
Ecumenical  Council  and  destined  for 
hospitals  and  old  people’s  homes.  In 
addition,  Church  World  Service  sent 
183,000  disposable  syringes  and  needles 
via  air  freight  on  Nov.  6  which  were 
needed  to  combat  an  outbreak  of 
hepatitis.  UMCOR  had  significant 
involvements  in  the  shipments.” 

Reports  from  inside  Poland  said  the 
first  shipment  reached  Poland  and  was 
distributed.  The  report  also  said  the 
churches  of  Poland  were  cooperating. 

“Over  this  past  weekend,  Jan.  2-3, 
Stanley  Mitton,  Church  World  Service 
Emergencies  Officer,  went  to  Poland  and 
visited  with  church  officials  there,”  the 
bulletin  said.  “He  reports  by  phone  from 


London  that  the  first  shipment  (Nov.  23) 
had  been  received  and  distributed.  His 
reports  that  churches  there,  cooperating 
with  the  Polish  Ecumenical  Council, 
have  developed  an  effective  system  for 
the  distribution  of  food  supplies, 
medicines,  clothing  and  other  materials 
to  church  and  state  institutions  and 
homes. 

“In  the  phone  call,  Mr.  Mitton  stressed 
the  dire  need  of  the  people  of  Poland, 
particularly  children  and  the  elderly,” 
the  update  stated.  “He  urged 
continuation  of  relief  shipments.” 

The  bulletin  also  listed  future  action 
and  askings  as  a  result  of  the  reports  of 
Mitton  on  the  situation  in  Poland.  , 

“On  the  strength  of  these  findings  and 
reports,  Church  World  Service  has  issued 
an  appeal  for  at  least  $1  million,” 
according  to  the  disaster  bulletin. 

The  update  also  listed  the  askings  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  for  the  people  of  Poland. 

“UMCOR  is  seeking  $250,000  to  aid  the 
people  in  Poland  and  although  a  large 
portion  of  the  shipments  will  be 
channeled  through  the  Polish  Ecumenical 
Council,”  the  report  said,  “some  of  the 
funds  will  go  through  the  Polish 
Methddist  Church  of  which  Franz 
Schafer  is  the  Bishop. 

“When  sending  your  gift,”  the  bulletin 
asked,  “please  make  sure  it  is 
designated  as  follows:  UMCOR  #328450 
‘Poland  Emergency  Relief,’  ”  the  report 
concludes. 


Mansfield  Youth  Tour  South  La. 


Some  of  the  UMYF  of  Mansfield  First  United  Methodist  Church  as  they  toured  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans.  They  are,  from  left,  Lauri  Humphreys, 
Harvey  Bedsole,  Laura  Pattison,  Jennifer  Brown  and  Chris  Livingston. 


With  the  cold  winds  of  winter  blowing, 
now  is  the  time  to  plan  a  youth  trip  for  the 
summer. 

Trips  take  a  good  deal  of  planning  but 
can  be  worthwhile  without  being 
expensive  or  difficult. 

In  another  in  the  series  of  articles  on 
summer  trips,  The  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  looks  at  the  trip  of  the  Youth  of 
the  Mansfield  United  Methodist  Church. 

Fifteen  members  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship  of  the  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  of  Mansfield  took  a 
summer  trip  through  south  Louisiana  to 
sight-see  and  to  witness  the  church  at 
work. 

At  the  Area  Offices  in  Baton  Rouge,  the 
Rev.  Byrl  Moreland  told  the  young 
people  about  the  work  of  the  Bishop, 
Cabinet  and  Conference  offices. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway  demonstrated  the 
operation  of  the  computer  (another  has 
been  added  since  the  trip. 

Ken  Ward  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation  met  the  group  at  the 


State  Capitol  to  discuss  the  work  of  the 
legislature. 

In  New  Orleans,  the  Rev.  Bill  Frazier 
conducted  a  tour  of  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  and  told  of  their  services  to 
children  in  the  area. 

While  visiting  MacDonell  Methodist 
Center  in  Houma,  Jerry  Bridges 
explained  his  institution’s  work.  The 
young  people  also  went  to  Dulac  to  see 
the  Community  Center  there  and  to  hear 
of  the  works  of  the  Houma  Indians.  The 
Reverends  Carole  Cotton-Winn  and  John 
Wimm  were  hosts  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houma. 

The  trip  also  included  meeting  new 
friends  at  University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  Gretna  United 
Methodist  Church,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Houma  and  Gonzales  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Humphreys 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  Smith  were 
counselors  for  the  trip. 


Around  The  Conference 

New  Orleans /Houma 
UMW  Officers  Initiated 

Inez  Chrisentery,  former  coordinator  of  Children  and  Youth 
work,  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  brought  the  message 
to  the  men  and  women  assembled  on  the  theme  —  Global 
Family:  A  Joyous  Adventure,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  New  Orleans/Houma  District  at  Mount 
Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 

Costumes  were  worn  by  the  district  and  local  units  depicting 
the  countries  where  mission  dollars  are  sent.  Asia,  Africa, 
Ireland,  Germany  and  North  America  were  represented. 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Blakely,  district  superintendent;  Dr. 
Alfred  Norris  Sr.,  host  pastor  and  Hilda  S.  Doakes,  local  unit 
president,  brought  greetings  to  the  group. 

The  Rev.  Millie  Feske  was  one  of  the  Communion  Celebrants. 

The  Service  of  Installation,  written  and  produced  by  District 
Secretary  Helen  Johnson,  brought  in  the  new  officers  for  1982. 

The  officers  are  Margaret  Mielke,  president;  Dorothy 
Barker,  vice  president;  Helen  Johnson,  secretary;  Virginia 
Aswell,  treasurer. 

Wakefield ,  Grand  Chenier 
Fulfill  All  Askings 


All  district  and  conference  askings  for  1982  were  presented 
for  Cameron’s  Wakefield  Memorial  and  Grand  Chenier,  both 
churches  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Peterson. 

This  is  the  second  year  the  charge  has  been  first  to  pay  all 
askings  in  full  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year. 

Receiving  the  check  is  W.  A.  Ford,  treasurer  for  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  with  Betty  Peterson,  the  Rev.  Peterson  and 
Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  district  superintendent  for  the  Lake  Charles 
district. 

Mayos  Honored  By  District 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Mayo  were  presented  gifts  at  the 
Alexandria  District  Christmas  Party  at  Horseshoe  Drive  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  December.  Each  pastor  and  wife  in  the 
district  were  present.  Kathlyn  Baker,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Hugh  L. 
Baker  Jr.  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Pineville,  is 
shown  with  the  Mayos. 
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McCarthyism  tactics  used  against 
Christians  are  self-incriminating 


60V  DOESN'T  WANT 
US  TO  9P£SP  f A CH 
PAY  IN  FRANTIC, 

aurry-murry 


McCarthyism,  that  despicable  blend  of 
outright  lies  and  skilled  innuendo,  has 
waned  but  never  fully  disappeared  since 
its  inception.  Recently  it  has  shown  signs 
of  returning  with  renewed  force.  Its 
return  is  all  the  more  regrettable 
because  it  is  resurfacing  primarily 
among  supposedly  religious  persons  and 
organizations. 

The  accusation  that  a  person  or  an 
organization  is  “communist”  was 
central  to  the  technique  perfected  in  the 
1950s  by  the  late  Sen.  Joseph  McCarthy  of 
Wisconsin.  Never  mind  whether  the 
charge  could  be  proved  or  documented. 
Never  mind  whether  one  or  more  persons 
or  organizations  were  slandered  and 
irreparably  damaged.  Just  hurl  the 
charge  and  leave  it  to  public  opinion  to 
“convict”  the  accused  until  proven 
otherwise. 

The  most  dramatic  recent  incidence  of 
McCarthyism  began,  appropriately 
enough,  in  one  of  the  nation’s  most  odious 
publications  —  Penthouse  magazine. 

In  that  magazine  an  independent 
Baptist  minister  from  Indianapolis  was 
quoted  as  saying:  “There  is  no  question 
in  my  mind  that  communists  are  in  many 
of  the  pulpits  of  the  old-line 
denominations  across  America  —  who 
are  not  Christians  at  all.  They  are  wolves 
in  sheep’s  clothing.” 

These  accusations  were  made  by  the 
Rev.  Greg  Dixon,  national  secretary  of 
the  “Moral  Majority.”  Following 
publication  of  the  charges,  Mr.  Dixon 
was  asked  by  reporters  to  name  names. 
He  said: 

“I  could  not  name  someone  that  I 
believe  is  a  communist.  I  know  people 
that  probably  could  give  you  some 
names.  But  the  kind  of  people  I’m 
thinking  of  would  be  like  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  of  the  Methodist  Church  here 
in  the  Indianapolis  area. 

“I  have  no  knowledge  of  him  being  a 
communist.  I’ve  never  heard  him  say 
that  he’s  a  communist,  but  his  philosophy 
is  collectivist  philosophy.” 

Mr.  Dixon  also  said  that  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  —  of  which  Bishop 
Armstrong  is  president  —  “has  goals 
parallel  to  that  of  the  Communist  Party 
—  to  subject  the  entire  world  to  slavery 
and  tyranny.” 

Such  statements  are  so  utterly  absurd 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


as  to  be  humorous  if  they  were  not  likely 
to  be  taken  dead  seriously  by  many 
persons.  Any  knowledgeable  person  is 
aware  that  “mainline”  Protestant 
pulpits  are  not  brimming  with 
communists.  The  NCC  barely  has  enough 
funds  and  staff  to  keep  its  own  program 
going.  It  couldn’t  seriously  think  of 
“subjecting  the  entire  world  to  slavery 
and  tyranny”  even  if  its  goals  were 
slanted  in  that  direction  —  which  they 
are  not. 

Truth  and  fairness  have  never  been 
prerequisite  concerns  of  those  who 
practice  McCarthyism.  Rather  ridicule, 
lies  and  half-truths  are  tossed  out 
publicly  to  the  news  media,  which  feel 
obligated  to  report  them.  Then,  even 
when  the  media  try  to  balance  such 
attacks  with  responses  and  denials,  the 
original  charges  —  which  often,  as  in  this 
case,  are  totally  lacking  in  substance  — 
are  given  more  attention  than  they 
deserve. 

It  is  distressing  but  no  longer 
surprising  to  see  a  Christian 
fundamentalist  leader  of  the  so-called 
“Religious  New  Right”  fall  back  on  the 
long-discredited  techniques  of 
McCarthyism  to  besmirch  thousands  of 
“mainline’’  preachers,  Bishop 
Armstrong  and  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  They  are  all  easy  targets  for  ' 
such  attacks. 

Bishop  Armstrong  and  other  NCC 
leaders  have  answered  and  will  continue 
to  answer  such  falsehoods  in  their  own 
names.  Both  have  taken  positions  “on  the 
record”  with  which  many  other 
Christians  may  legitimately  disagree, 
and  both  would  readily  acknowledge 
possessing  human  frailties  which  can  be 
readily  identified  and  criticized. 

Neither,  however,  can  in  any  sense 
truthfully  be  identified  as  “communist” 
in  fact  or  in  outlook.  Whether  one  agrees 
or  disagrees  with  the  theology  or  the 
positions  taken  on  various  social  and 
political  issues  by  Bishop  Armstrong 
and/or  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
we  urge  all  who  identify  themselves  as 
Christians  to  recognize  and  repudiate  the 
use  of  such  slanderous  techniques.  We 
should  let  it  be  known  that  such  dishonest 
tactics  say  far  more  about  the  character 
and  truth  of  the  attacker  than  of  the  ones 
attacked. 


I  F1AN  MY 
ACTIWT lE9  IN  AN 
ORDERLY  WAY  90  I 
CAN  AaOMPUSH 
WHAT  I  MUST 
WITHOUT  RUSH  OR 
ANXIETY 


Here  I  Stand 

Voice  of  God  is  lacking  in  many 
United  Methodist  worship  services 
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By  WAID  RADFORD 

In  many  United  Methodist  churches 
today,  there  are  some  who  really  go  to 
meet  God.  Worship  is  important  and 
even  vital  to  them.  They  sense  the 
urgency  of  meeting  the  divine.  They  have 
encountered  conditions  which  have 
brought  them  discomfort,  great 
unpleasantness,  even  agony;  only  a  God 
of  understanding  and  love  can  bring 
comfort  to  their  souls.  Nothing  more  nor 
less  will  suffice. 

For  example,  I  know  one  such  person 
who  gets  up  on  Sunday  morning,  goes 
into  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  seeking 
that  divine  peace  which  will  refresh  his 
life  and  provide  strength  to  carry  on. 
With  great  spiritual  hunger  he  sits  down 
in  a  pew  in  anticipation  of  inner  relief. 

But  almost  immediately  there  comes 
to  his  ears  a  buzzing  sound  of  visitation 
and  social  conversation  involving 
current  events,  personal  experiences  and 
even  the- outcome  of  the  week-end  ball 
game.  His  heart  is  not  interested  in  this 
type  of  social  gossip  ;  he  needs  something 
more  satisfying  and  permanent. 

Presently  the  organ  —  sometimes  a 
piano,  or  even  a  guitar  —  begins  what  is 
designated  in  the  church  bulletin  as, 
“The  Prelude.”  In  this  he  finds  little 
or  no  comfort.  The  music  doesn’t 


harmonize  with  the  demands  of  his  soul. 
It  has  a  shallowness  —  a  popular,  racy 
style  which  his  mood  rejects.  Even  with 
an  attempt  to  shut  out  the  world  about 
.  him  and  resort  to  meditation,  somehow 
he  just  doesn’t  experience  what  he  feels 
he  needs;  he  continues  to  hear  the  rustle 
of  the  chaff  and  the  rattle  of  the  husks 
of  the  temporal  world.  And  he  is  seeking 
something  more  substantial  than  that. 

Soul  feels  dissatisfaction 

The  dissatisfaction  felt  in  his  soul 
doesn’t  end  here.  The  pastor,  or  some 
designated  person,  comes  to  the  front  of 
the  platform  and  bellows  out:  “Good 
Morning!”  to  which  the  congregation 
responds,  “Good  Morning!”  It  was  not 
God’s  Voice;  it  was  the  voice  of  a  man. 
The  salutation,  to  him,  sounds  no 
different  than  the  secular  greeting  at  a 
town  meeting  or  a  social  gathering  which 
he  has  so  many  times  attended.  There  is 
still  no  evidence  that  a  divine  Being  of 
any  kind  is  present  in  the  scene.  He  hears 
the  voice  of  a  man;  but  did  not  the 
bulletin  say  at  the  very  top,  “Be  still  and 
know  that  I  am  God?”  Apart  from  some 
fixed  items  of  symbolism  in  the  room  or 
sanctuary,  there  is  little  or  no  evidence  of 
vital  religious  life.  Says  this  hungry  soul 
to  himself,  “All  this  time  I’ve  been 


My  Witness 

One  view  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian 

spiritual  side  and  therefore  the  spiritual  others.  Therefore  there  is  no  need  for 
in  others.  “role  playing”  to  bolster  the  ego. 


By  RUBY  THREEWIT 

George  Bernard  Shaw  once  said, 
“Democracy  is  a  word  all  public  men  use 
and  none  understand.” 

I  wonder  if  the  same  couldn’t  be  said  of 
the  word  Christian? 

The  following  is  my  understanding  of  a 
true  Christian : 

A  Christian  is  many  things ;  they  come 
in  many  shapes,  sizes  and  colors.  First, 
and  foremost,  a  Christian  is  a  believer  in 
Jesus  the  Christ  and  attempts  to  adhere 
to  His  teachings  always  and  in  all  ways. 

Martyrdom,  creeds,  rotes,  church 
membership  and  doing  good  works,  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  birth  of  a 
Christian.  Although  true  Christians  will 
naturally  extend  loving  acts  to  their 
fellow  human  beings,  many  do  “so- 
called”  good  works  out  of  a  sense  of  duty 
or  glory  with  no  love  involved. 

Christians  are  in  tune  with  their 


A  Christian  is  a  cosmopolitan  being  — 
of  this  world  and  finely  attuned  to  the 
cosmos.  A  Christian,  due  to  his 
heightened  spiritual  awareness,  is 
compassionate,  sensitive,  loving  and 
open-minded.  A  true  Christian  knows 
nothing  of  tunnel  vision. 

A  Christian  lives  vibrantly  and  is 
always  aware  of  and  grateful  for  the 
beauty  and  poetry  of  our  world.  A 
Christian  may  or  may  not  be  a  member 
of  an  organized  church.  A  Christian  is  not 
necessarily  “religious.”  Many  call 
themselves  religious  but  few  are  truly 
spiritual. 

A  Christian  is  seldom  a  hypocrite.  His 
spiritual  sense  is  strong  enough  to  give 
him  a  healthy  self-image  (to  love  his 
fellow  being  as  himself).  Thus  Christians 
are  not  threatened  by  the  talents  of 


A  Christian,  like  all  earthly  mortals,  is 
part  saint,  part  sinner  or  a  composite  of 
negative  and  positive  forces.  But  the  true 
Christian  can  recognize  his  weak  points 
and  work  hard  to  correct  them. 

A  true  Christian  may  be  rich  or  poor  or 
in-between.  But  whatever  his  station  in 
life,  he  retains  that  spiritual  simplicity  — 
called  humbleness.  Last,  but  not  least, 
the  true  Christian  never  seeks  power  and 
self-aggrandizement.  His  motto  is 
simply,  “Virtue  is  its  own  reward.” 

“My  Witness''  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  Ruby 
Threewit,  a  certified  lay  speaker  of  the 
UMC  living  in  Westmoreland,  Kansas. 


Lack  of  ‘creation-science’  in  school  can  confuse  students 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  on  the  “creation- 
science’’  law  (UMR,  Jan.  15)  greatly 
disturbed  me.  I  agree  that  “The 
Christian  faith  is  not  based  on  the 
Biblical  explanation  of  how  the  universe 
and  human  life  were  created.”  However, 
for  students  to  receive  only  one  side  of 
this  issue  through  years  of  study  can 
greatly  bias  their  opinions  and 
thoroughly  confuse  a  child  who  has  to 
answer  one  way  on  a  test  when  he 
believes  and  is  taught  in  church 
differently.  I  feel  there  should  be 
freedom  enough  in  the  schools  to  allow 
the  teaching  of  different  theories  of 
science,  whether  it  is  Creationism, 
Explosion  evolution,  or  other  theories. 
Presenting  only  the  Evolutionist’s  side 
with  its  many  unproved  areas  seems 
unconstitutional  to  me,  since  there  is  no 
academic  freedom  there. 

There  are  many  parts  of  Creationism 
that  have  not  been  scientifically  backed. 
However,  we  as  Christians  believe  these 
through  faith.  There  are  also  many  areas 
of  evolutionary  theory  that  have  not  been 
scientifically  backed,  yet  we  teach  this  to 
our  children  without  presenting  any 
other  side  in  school. 
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You  said,  "They  (Creation-scientists) 
seek  to  make  the  Bible  a  kind  of  book  it 
was  never  intended  to  be,”  yet  we  learn 
many  of  the  basic  guidelines  of  life 
through  this  book.  The  Bible  was  used  for 
many  years  as  the  main  textbook  in 
teaching  children.  After  the  Bible  was 
taken  out  of  the  classroom,  the  reading 
levels  of  the  children  have  proceeded  to 
decline. 

I  personally  believe  that  creationism 
should  be  taught  along  side  of  evolution 
and  that  there  should  be  enough  freedom 
in  the  classrooms  to  have  other  theories 
presented.  To  refuse  to  let  our  children 
hear  other  theories  is  stifling  their 
growth  and  limiting  their  ability  to 
choose  for  themselves  their  scientific 
beliefs. 

Susan  Smith 
Calvert  City,  Kentucky 

‘How’  and  ‘who  and  why’ 

cannot  be  separated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  the  position  of  your 
editorial  (UMR,  Jan.  15)  that  creation- 
science  laws  are  unnecessary,  but  I  am 
not  in  agreement  with  your  reasons.  To 
suggest  that  the  “how”  and  the  “who  and 
why”  of  creation  can  be  completely 
separated  is  rather  simplistic  at  best. 
How  it  happened  tells  me  a  lot  about  who 
and  why  we  are  and  God  is. 

Those  who  do  not  know  or  understand 
the  intelligence  behind  the  universe 
cannot  adequately  explain  how  either; 
and  I  do  not  expect  them  to.  It  is  up  to  the 
church  and  Christian  individuals  to  bear 
the  truth  to  the  world.  Let’s  not  expect 
those  who  may  be  ignorant  of  the  truth  to 
try  to  explain  it. 

Hal  Schwantes 
Jamestown,  New  York 

Judge’s  ruling  was  a 
disappointment  in  Arkansas 

To  the  Editor: 

Judge  Overton’s  decision  to  strike 
down  the  creation  law  was  a 
disappointment  to  me  and  I  believe  was  a 
disappointment  to  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Arkansas  (UMR,  Jan.  15).  It 
seems  as  though  the  majority  no  longer 
rules;  the  majority  were  not  in  favor  of 
the  give-a-way  of  the  Panama  Canal,  or 
of  the  banning  of  prayer  in  the  public 
schools,  and  the  majority  would  favor 
having  creation,  as  described  in  the  book 
of  Genesis,  taught  in  our  schools. 

It  is  beyond  my  understanding  why 
some  liberal  Americans  want  to  ban  God 
and  His  Word  from  our  public  schools. 
Our  oldest  government  document,  the 
Mayflower  Compact,  was  founded  for  the 
advancement  of  religion.  The  first  50 
years  in  most  of  our  schools,  the  only  text 
book  was  God’s  Word. 

The  McGuffey  readers,  which  I  studied 
as  a  boy,  and  later  taught,  had  much 
scripture,  and  contained  the  Ten 
Commandments.  Yale,  Princeton  and 
most  other  colleges  were  founded  with 
God’s  Word  as  the  primary  text  books. 

I  am  now  91  years  old,  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  68 


years,  and  am  now  teaching  a  men’s 
Bible  class;  but  our  church  has  changed. 
It  now  seems  to  be  more  dedicated  to  a 
social  rather  than  a  spiritual  program. 
Our  bishop  came  out  in  opposition  to 
teaching  of  Creation  in  the  public  schools 
and  in  favor  of  evolution.  We  do  not  hear 
many  sermons  on  repentance,  eternal 
life,  heaven  and  hell;  but  more  on 
equality  of  the  races,  sexes,  world 
hunger,  and  social  issues. 

At  the  present  time  and  under  present 
conditions,  I  am  not  comfortable  being  a 
United  Methodist,  but  I  am  hoping  that 
our  church  gets  back  to  basics,  and  that 
its  top  priority  will  be  the  saving  of  the 
souls  of  men,  women,  boys  and  girls. 

A.  L.  Due 

Cave  City,  Arkansas 

Wisdom  of  UM  leaders’ 
alliances  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  your  Jan.  15  editorial 
headlined  “  ‘Creation-science’  law 
unnecessary” :  My  concern  is  not  the  law 
itself,  because  I  have  not  read  it.  But  1 
question  the  wisdom  of  the  hierarchy  of 
UMC  in  siding  with  ADA,  ACLU, 
atheists,  agnostics,  and  other  anti-God 
groups.  This  sort  of  alliance  also  seems 
to  prevail  in  the  fight  against  school 
prayer  and  other  conservative  issues. 

Your  editorial  speaks  of  those  who 
“seek  to  make  the  Bible  a  kind  of  book  it 
was  never  intended  to  be.”  One  thing  for 
sure  is  that  the  Bible  was  intended  to  be  a 
TRUE  kind  of  book  —  not  just  2/3  true. 
The  Bible  is  true  whether  it  speaks  of  the 
“who  and  why”  or  the  “how,”  as  in  John 
3:16,  which  illustrates  all  three. 

I  feel  sure  that  thousands  of  United 
Methodists  are  extremely  concerned,  as 
am  I,  to  see  our  church  leaders  join  these 
groups  in  what  appears  to  be  an  attempt 
to  remove  God  from  our  society. 

United  Methodist  leaders,  please  do 
not  spend  even  one  cent  of  the  money  I 
contribute  for  these  acts  which  may 
destroy  our  children’s  faith  in  the  Bible 
as  God’s  word,  or  deny  their  right  to  pray 
where  and  when  they  wish. 

Herschel  Henry 
Texarkana,  Texas 

John  Wesley  Mould  roll 
over  in  his  grave 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  a  shock  to  read  in  the  Reporter 
that  a  federal  judge  who  is  a  United 
Methodist  ruled  against  the  theory  of 
scientific  creationism  (UMR,  Jan.  15).  If 
John  Wesley  could  read  this  he  would  roll 
over  in  his  grave.  I’m  sick  and  tired  of 
wishy  washy,  watered-down  preachers  and 
church  members  who  openly  support  the 
evolutionary  theory  in  contrast  to  God’s 
theory  of  creation.  If  God’s  theory  is 
right,  we  should  support  it.  If  the  devil’s 
theory  is  right,  we  should  support  it  but 
get  out  of  the  church. 

You  can’t  both  believe  and  not  believe 
the  Bible.  You  either  believe  it  or  you 
don’t.  But  don’t  be  a  hypocrite  like  Judge 
Overton  and  pretend  to  believe  in  God 
and  support  those  who  deny  God’s 
creation.  Don’t  be  a  hypocrite  like  Bishop 
Hicks  because  there  are  only  two  sides ; 


God’s  side  and  the  anti-Christ’s  side. 

In  my  opinion  you  are  either  for  God  or 
'against  God.  I  believe  that  Bishop  Hicks 
and  Judge  Overton  should  be 
excommunicated  from  the  church. 

Shannon  John  Hannah,  Sr. 

Pittsfield,  Pennsylvania 

Creation  is  a  fact; 
evolution  the  process 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  letter  by 
Warren  C.  McClure  headlined  “More 
information  wanted  on  ‘creation 
science’”  (UMR,  Jan.  8). 

Mr.  McClure,  creation  is  a  fact.  The 
world  and  the  universe  exist.  Evolution  is 
the  process  through  which  creation  is 
still  working.  One  does  not  rule  out  the 
other.  I  have  never  understood  what  all 
the  fuss  is  about. 

Donna  C.  Veeder 

Jordanville,  New  York 

Editorial  ‘hit  the 
nail  on  the  head’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  headlined  “’Creation- 
science’  law  unnecessary”  in  the  Jan.  15 
issue  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  I  was  glad 
to  see  you  take  the  stand  you  did,  and  I 
will  use  your  paper  with  my  state 
legislators  to  get  the  message  across  of 
how  I  feel. 

We  can’t  do  anything  about  where  we 
came  from,  but  we  sure  can  do 
something  about  where  we  are  going. 

I  will  gladly  pay  my  3.7  cents  per  week 
in  added  postal  costs  to  keep  receiving  a 
fine  paper  with  good  editorials  like  the 
Reporter  to  help  guide  us. 

Warren  Beck 
Marshfield,  Missouri 

Quality,  size  of  Reporter 
should  remain  the  same 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  recent  article  on  the  rather  large 
postal  increase  you  suffered  was 
interesting.  Enclosed  is  a  donation 
toward  your  plight. 

While  I  would  have  resented  a  request 
for  donations,  I  would  hate  for  the  quality 
or  size  of  the  Reporter  to  be  cut  to  make 
up  the  difference.  How  could  I  do  without 
that  little  cartoon  on  your  editorial  page 
that  seems  to  fit  me  so  frequently? 

I  wonder  if  you  don’t  have  other  like- 
minded  readers  who  would  like  to  help 
take  up  the  slack  temporarily. 

K.  C.  McCullough  Jr. 

Duncanville,  Texas 

Prayers,  donation  given 
in  support  of  Reporter 
To  the  Editor: 

We  want  to  affirm  you  and  the 
Reporter’s  fine  staff  in  the  work  you  are 
doing  to  provide  us  with  a  fair,  balanced 
and  up-to-date  newspaper  worthy  of 
United  Methodist  support.  We  do  not 
believe  God  intends  for  all  the  past  years’ 
efforts  to  go  down  the  drain.  Perhaps  the 
present  postal  rate  crisis  will  serve  to 
help  all  of  us  increase  in  faith  and  point 
us  to  the  true  “source”  of  life,  including 
all  our  material  needs. 


Enclosed  is  a  small  donation  which  I 
hope  will  help  in  some  way  during  the 
M  postal  crisis  —  but  mostly  to  let  you  know 
we  believe  in  you  and  the  work  you’re 
doing.  Perhaps  others  would  want  to  help 
out  at  this  time  also. 

Our  prayers  also  are  with  you. 

Jeannine  Grenfell 
Plymouth,  Michigan 

Book  on  the  diaconal 
ministry  is  recommended 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently  we  have  been  reading  about 
the  working  models  being  developed  by 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry’s  Ministry  Study  Committee. 

For  those  who  might  be  interested,  a 
new  book  has  been  published  by  Seabury 
Press  entitled:  “The  Diaconate  —  A  Full 
and  Equal  Order”  by  Dr.  James  M. 
Barnett,  Rector  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  Norfolk,  Nebraska.  It  is  a  very 
scholarly  study  that  was  initially 
prepared  as  a  thesis  for  his  D.  Min. 
degree.  It  has  a  tremendous  historical 
section  and  moves  into  the  recovery  of 
the  Diaconal  Office  in  its  primitive 
authenticity. 

1  would  commend  this  work  to  all  who 
are  interested  in  studying  our  ministry, 
especially  as  it  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

C.K.  Madison 
Tyler,  Texas 


Waid  Radford 
hearing  the  voices  of  people,  but  I’ve 
been  listening  for  the  Voice  of  God.” 

After  this  warm  social  greeting, 
sometimes  embellished  by  beautiful 
descriptive  adjectives,  the  j>astor,  or 
worship  leader,  reads  a  list  of 
announcements,  makes  comments  and 
discusses  various  items  related  to  the 
church  —  and  often  this  is  tediously  long. 

All  this  time  the  one  who  has  come  to 
worship  God  finds  himself  in  a  miasma  of 
boredom.  And  while  he  sits  quietly  with 
pious  courtesy,  he  begins  to  reflect  on  the 
absence  of  God  from  the  meeting  in 
which  he  hoped  to  encounter  a  Holy  God 
who  could  heal  and  comfort  his  soul.  He 
begins  to  suffer  from  disillusionment, 
and  discovers  he  is  no  nearer  peace  of 
heart  and  mind  and  soul  than  he  was  at 
the  beginning  of  the  service.  He  sees 
little  that  pertains  to  religion  —  merely  a 
potpourri  of  social,  economic,  political  - 
and  current  practical  suggestions.  His 
soul  is  still  crying  for  relief.  He  yearns 
to  hear  a  whisper  from  the  Living  God; 
but  the  God  he  came  to  worship  doesn’t 
appear  to  be  there  —  at  least  not  yet! 

The  time  has  now  come  for  the  “man  of 
God”  to  give  the  prophetic  message  — 
quite  generally  this  is  acceptable  to  the 
hearers.  Many  good  things  are 
communicated  to  the  congregation.  • 
Statements  about  God  and  about  the 
things  God  wants  His  people  to  do,  are 
forcefully  emphasized.  But  still  God, 
Himself,  has  not  had  a  chance  to 
communicate  to  him,  nor  to  the  rest  of 
the  congregation,  the  substance  which 
nourishes  the  soul.  In  other  words,  the 
message  is  exposition,  proclamation, 
exortation,  or  a  combination  of  all  three. 

It  is  beneficial,  of  course,  but  the 
communication  of  God  with  the  life  and 
soul  of  man  seems  to  have  bypassed  the 
one  whose  heart  was  hungry  —  the  one 
who  came  into  the  church  to  hear,  at 
least,  a  faint  whisper  of  the  Voice  of  God. 

The  soul  is  still  thirsty 

After  the  Benediction  he  leaves 
disappointed,  frustrated  and  let  down. 
His  mind  was  enlightened,  but  his  soul 
was  still  thirsty.  He  is  now  less  anxious  to 
attend  the  next  assembly  of  God’s 
people,  and  very  possibly  he  will  seek 
another  group  where  he  can  hope  to 
realize  some  satisfaction. 

Now  this  person  may  well  be  one  of 
many  who  are  causing  disunity, 
fragmentation  and  loss  of  church 
membership  among  those  who  are  a  part 
of  the  Body  of  Christ.  For  as  long  as  one 
is  receiving  a  communication  about  God 
and  not  from  God  his  soul  reaches  a 
hiatus  that  results  in  frustration.  And 
this  inner  feeling  can,  and  often  does, 
result  in  dissatisfaction  and  discontent. 

Moses,  a  Levite,  although  ordainpd 
with  priestly  insights,  is  recognized  more 
as  a  leader  than  as  a  priest.  And  without 
that  remarkability  of  leaderhsip  in 
Worship,  that  great  multitude  of  Hebrew 
slaves  which  he  led  may  never  have 
crossed  that  bleak  Sinai  Peninsula  as  a 
unified  nation. 

This,  then  is  a  question  worthy  of 
careful  thought  and  devout  considera-  - 
tion:  “It  is  not  possible  that  the  de-. 
cline  in  interest,  the  fragmentation  and; 
the  decimation  of  our  church’s  ranks 
could  be  due  to  irrelevant  methods, 
ineffective  leadership,  entertaining 
efforts  and  secular  innovations  in  the 
sacred  art  and  spirit  of  Worship,  rather 
than  from  the  Proclamation  of  the 
Prophet  of  God,  be  he  ever  so  eloquent 
and  convincing  in  his  theology?”  Is  it  not 
time  to  examine  the  merits  of  our 
Worship,  as  well  as  the  format,  the  power 
and  the  effectiveness  of  the  proclaimed 
Word?  Which  is  it  that  contributes  more 
to  Christian  unity:  God  speaking  to  the 
souls  of  people?  or,  the  Prophet  speaking 
for,  and  about  God? 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing 
the  church.  This  week’s  contributor  is  . 
Waid  Radford,  a  retired  UM  minister  ' 
living  in  Beaver,  Ohio. 
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You’ve  heard  of  the  hungry  child.  And  the  abused  child.  But  do 
you  know  about  the  "key"  child?  Thousands  of  children  are  left 
to  fend  for  themselves  early  mornings  before  school  and  for 
hours  after  school  while  their  parents  wrestle  with  erratic  job 
schedules.  Parents  hang  a  key  around  their  neck  so  the  children 
can  let  themselves  in  and  out  of  the  house.  For  "key"  children, 
this  often  means  inadequate  nutrition,  isolation  and  feelings  of 
insecurity. 

The  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  School  in  Tampa,  Florida,  is 
collecting  "keys"  by  providing  eleven  hours  of  care  daily  for 
nursery,  kindergarten  and  elementary  children.  Working  parents 
may  drop  children  off  as  early  as  7  a.m.  and  pick  them  up  as 
late  as  6  p.m.  While  at  St.  Paul's  they  participate  in  an  extensive 
program  emphasizing  nutrition,  recreation  and  spiritual 
development. 

Parents  are  unable  to  meet  the  full  costs  of  this  program. 
Your  gift  helps  men  and  women  care  for  their  children  and 
provides  food,  recreation,  and  above  all,  security  to 
|  many  "key”  children. 

Your  gift  provides  key  resources  75 

to  "key"  children. 
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Clip  this  coupon 
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your  Chech  to 
NATIONAL  DIVISION 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N  Y  10027 
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Non-urban  growth 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

FULTON  COUNTY,  Ill.  -  The  circuit 
riders  of  old  must  have  thought  churches 
would  grow  as  well  as  corn  in  this  fertile 
soil.  They  surely  planted  a  lot  of  them! 

For  example,  step  into  a  car  at 
Kingston  Mines  (see  map).  Drive  down 
along  the  river  about  25  miles  to 
Lewistown.  Head  inland  about  10  miles  to 
Cuba  and  then  curve  back  to  the 
beginning. 

Your  short  trek  will  have  encircled  a 
lot  of  corn,  strip  mines,  tiny  hamlets,  one 
good-sized  International  Harvester  plant 
and  18  United  Methodist  churches. 

That’s  right  —  18  United  Methodist 
churches! 

One  might  say  that  in  one  respect, 
United  Methodism  couldn’t  be  more  like 
itself  than  it  is  here. 

Approximately  88  percent  of  all  United 
Methodist  churches  are  in  non¬ 
metropolitan  areas  such  as  Fulton 
County,  according  to  figures  from  the 
UMC  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Non-urban  areas  grow 

The  towns  and  countryside  of  this 
nation  added  people  nearly  twice  as  fast 
as  the  cities  did  from  1970  to  1980.  And  the 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
MAPLES  MILL,  Ill.  -  “I  don’t  talk  a 
lot  about  tithing,”  the  Rev.  Paul  Hawf 
told  the  Reporter.  “But  I  do  say  that  if 
people  really  are  enthused  about  the 
Kingdom,  they’ll  tithe.” 

Nearly  all  the  53  members  at  Maples 
Mill  United  Methodist  Church  tithe  or 
come  close  to  it,  Mr.  Hawf  estimated. 
And  most  of  the  30  active  non-members 
tithe,  too. 

“These  middle-income  kind  of  people” 
aren’t  selfish  about  what  they  give  to  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  and  they  aren’t 
selfish  in  the  way  they  vote  to  disperse 
the  money,  Mr.  Hawf  said. 

Consider  the  family  near  the  church  in 
which  the  husband  was  out  of  work  and 
the  wife  was  attending  nursing  school.  A 
Maples  Mill  UMC  member  told  the 
congregation  that  the  utility  company 
was  ready  to  cut  off  the  family’s 
electricity.  The  congregation  voted  to 
pay  the  electric  bill. 

Other  non-members  —  a  family  with 
an  alcoholic  husband  —  were  burned  out 
of  their  home.  The  church  gave  them 
$500. 

The  congregation  has  no  neighborhood. 
The  building  sits  at  a  crossroads, 
surrounded  by  a  couple  of  houses  and 

1982  WORLD’S  FAIR 

KnoxviiU,  May -Oct.  31 
Rent  Chalets  or  apartment.  Sleeps  4-12 
people.  Conv.  to  Fair.  Free  brochure. 
Methodist  discount.  Mony  hotels 
already  booked.  Chamberlains. 

4505  McCampbell  Lane. 

Knoxville,  TN  37918. 


African  Palms 

If  you  buy  polm  crosses  made  in 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  are 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  15  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Rotes 
based  on  $6.00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50,  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available;  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS  P.O.  Box  575. 

Olney,  MD  20832 


trend  is  expected  to  continue  for  some 
time. 

The  last  time  non-urban  counties 
outgrew  urban  ones  was  more  than  160 
years  ago.  That  was  also  when  United 
Methodism’s  predecessors  were  pushing 
some  of  the  most  ambitious  building  and 
church  growth  programs  of  history  — 
mostly  outside  the  cities. 

A  lot  of  those  town  and  country 
churches  died  or  have  nearly  died  after  a 
century  and  a  half  of  urban  dominance. 

But  now,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
seems  particularly  well  situated  to  take 
advantage  of  the  new  population  trend, 
the  Rev.  Earl  Brewer  told  the  Reporter. 
He  is  a  professor  at  UM -related  Candler 
School  of  Theology  whose  specialty  is 
town  and  country  churches.  He  also  is 
chairman  of  the  National  Network  on 
Town  and  Country  Ministries  related  to 
the  National  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“We  are  there  in  non-urban  areas  in  a 
way  we  weren’t  in  the  urban  and 
suburban  centers,”  Dr.  Brewer  told  the 
Reporter.  “We  didn’t  take  advantage  of 
urban  growth  like  we  did  the  frontier, 
partly  because  the  cities  grew  on 
immigration  from  Roman  Catholic 
nations. 

“The  church  needs  to  develop 


miles  of  agricultural  fields  in  all 
directions. 

“Our  people’s  excitement  about 
missions  and  outreach  has  blessed  this 
church”  and  draws  people  from  hamlets 
and  even  large  towns  as  far  as  50  miles 
away,  Mr.  Hawf  said. 

Attendance  averages  94.  “We  have 
around  30  people  between  16  and  30  years 
old  who’ve  really  brought  this  church 
together,"  Mr.  Hawf  said. 

The  growing  congregation  gave  $46,632 
in  1980.  That’s  more  than  is  raised  by  a 
lot  of  congregations  with  six  times  as 
many  members  as  Maples  Mill, 
according  to  the  Central  Illinois  Annual 
Conference  journal.  Even  including  the 
30  active  non-members,  the  giving 
amounts  to  about  $540  per  person.  Per 
capita  giving  across  United  Methodism 
averages  approximately  $150. 

Paying  annual  conference  and  general 
church  apportionments  such  as  World 
Service,  The  Black  College  Fund,  etc. 
($3,120  in  1980)  is  just  the  beginning  for 
Maples  Mill  UMC.  During  1980,  the 
church  contributed  another  $3,504  in 
special  missions  offerings. 

“Our  missions  chairwomen  stood  up 
this  fall  and  said,  ‘Let’s  give  more  this 
year.’  Everybody  answered,  ‘Amen!’” 
Mr.  Hawf  said.  “There’s  very  little 
division.  They  vote  100  percent  for  these 
things  and  give  in  love. 

“We’ve  taken  a  group  six  or  seven 
times  to  the  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference  (in  Appalachia)  to  take 
money  and  to  view  it.  The  congregation 
knows  what  it’s  about,  so  they’re  excited 
about  the  mission  work.” 

Two  years  ago,  the  congregation  also 
did  something  for  itself  by  building  a 
$50,000  addition  around  the  church.  The 
debt  has  been  cut  down  to  $17,000 
already. 

Three  years  ago,  the  congregation 
heard  that  a  new  United  Methodist 
church  in  a  Peoria  suburb  needed  some 
help.  Maples  Mill  —  with  fewer  members 
than  that  new  church  —  sent  a  $1,000 
check.  “The  pastor  was  quite  surprised 
and  told  the  congregation  that  if  a  little 
church  like  Maples  Mill  could  do  that,  he 
knew  they  could  make  it,”  Mr.  Hawf 
said. 

“I’m  not  saying  this  is  a  perfect 
church.  But  let's  give  praise  where 
praise  is  due,”  said  the  Maples  Mill 
pastor  of  eight  years.  “It’s  just  a  given 
here  that  everybody  expects  everybody 
else  to  tithe.” 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


strategies  for  membership  growth  to 
work  with  its  strengths”  such  as  its 
strong  presence  in  non-urban  counties. 
“We  need  to  develop  urban  strategies, 
too.  But  if  we  don’t  succeed  where  we 
have  strengths,  we’re  not  likely  to 
succeed  where  we  have  weaknesses. 

“This  reversal  of  population  flow  is  not 
a  tidal  wave.  But  it  will  be  an  important 
positive  factor  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  We  already  have  enormous 
holdings  in  the  non-metropolitan  areas.” 

18  UM  churches  in  one  area 

Here  in  Fulton  County  just  southwest 
of  the  Peoria  metropolitan  area,  those 
enormous  holdings  so  close  together  can 
seem  a  bit  silly,  a  few  of  the  pastors  say. 
The  whole  county  has  fewer  than  44,000 
people.  Yet,  there  are  18  UM  churches  in 
just  one  part  of  it.  Most  of  them  are  very 
small.  No  more  than  four  are  likely,  to 
have  100  persons  each  on  a  given  Sunday 
morning.  Attendance  of  10  to  50  is  much 
more  common  at  the  others. 

Dr.  Brewer  indicates  that  newcomers 
—  more  than  the  old-timers  —  are  likely 
to  be  concerned  about  how  many 
activities  a  church  has  to  offer.  Will  the 
small  churches  be  able  to  attract  those 
newcomers? 

Charles  F.  Michael,  an  appointed 
“local  pastor”  at  St.  David  UMC, 
acknowledges  that  some  of  the  churches 
in  the  area  are  so  small  it  is  hard  for 
them  to  attract  anybody.  With  a 
membership  of  40,  “how  can  you  have 
enough  youth  so  that  any  other  youth 
would  want  to  join?”  Most  youth  in  St. 
David,  a  town  of  850,  go  unchurched,  Mr. 
Michael  lamented. 

Another  problem,  he  said,  is  in  building 
a  core  of  men  so  that  other  men  will  want 
to  attend.  “Both  men  attending  at  the 
church  I  serve  in  Liverpool  died.  I  have 
only  two  men  at  St.  David  that  I  can 
counton  being  there.” 

Merging  two  or  more  neighboring 
congregations  could  free  a  pastor  to 
devote  full  attention  to  one  church  and 
perhaps  create  sizeable  enough  groups  of 
youth  and  men  to  make  it  easier  to 
evangelize  the  communities,  Dr.  Brewer 
said.  But  other  alternatives  usually  have 
to  be  pursued  because  “mergers  seldom 
are  viable  options.”  4 
St.  David  UMC,  for  example,  is  only 
three  miles  from  Bryant  UMC.  Both 
struggle  with  similar  problems  resulting 
from  smallness,  but  Mr.  Michael 
believes  a  merger  would  be  out  of  the 
question. 

“When  you  close  up  a  church  in  one 
community,  the  people  there  end  up  not 
going  anywhere,”  Mr.  Michael  said. 
“Liverpool  showed  that  (see  related 
story  on  this  page).” 

“It’s  kind  of  selfish  to  have  so  many  of 
these  churches,”  said  the  Rev.  Paul 
Hawf,  pastor  of  Maples  Mill  UMC.  “It’s 
inefficient  to  heat  all  of  them,  to  keep 
them  up,  to  find  and  pay  the  ministers. 

“But  if  you  combined  them,  you’d  lose 
80  percent  of  the  members.  I’ve  seen  the 
results  of  such  attempts.  When  I  studied 
economics,  I  learned  that  when  you 
remove  a  church  from  a  town,  the 
community  suffers.”  Some  towns  have 
only  one  church. 

Churches  are  like  families 

The  Rev.  Miley  Palmer,  the  district 
superintendent,  draws  an  analogy  and 
says  a  case  can  be  made  that  families 
are  inefficient  and  ought  to  be  merged. 
“But  there  are  a  lot  of  reasons  why  that 
doesn’t  happen.  Small  churches  are  like 
family.” 

He  admits  that  churches  with  20  or  30 
or  so  members  strain  the  capabilities  of 
United  Methodism’s  connectional  system 
to  supply  ordained  ministers  even  when 
three  churches  are  served  by  one  pastor. 
The  previously  mentioned  18  churches 
are  served  by  a  total  of  1 1  pastors. 

That’s  why,  Mr.  Palmer  said,  the 
Peoria  District  has  emphasized  a  lay 
speaker  program  which  has  produced 
people  like  Mr.  Michael  who  provide 
part-time  to  full-time  service  to  a 
congregation  for  part-time  pay. 

“They  are  immersed  in  the  world  in  a 
way  that  they  speak  the  same  language 
as  parishioners  and  have  significant 
points  of  touching  them  that  work  very 
well  with  this  size  congregation.  ” 

Dr.  Brewer  strongly  advocates 
creating  “cooperative  parishes  in  which, 
say,  five  or  six  churches  in  an  area  have 
joint  programs  such  as  those  for  youth 
and  United  Methodist  Women.  “That 
way  you  have  groups  large  enough  to 
have  a  program.” 

Sometimes  one  minister  is  appointed  to 
run  the  parish  programs,  or  a  lay  person 
may  be  hired,  he  said.  The  concept  has 
been  pursued  12  to  20  years  with  General 
Conference  support,  “but  unfortunately 
it  isn’t  real  common,”  he  said. 

When  the  connectional  system 
functions  well,  small  churches  are 
especially  blessed  to  be  part  of  the  UMC, 
Mr.  Palmer  said.  The  district  regularly 
provides  one-day  workshops  for  these 
pastors  —  both  lay  and  ordained  —  to 
help  them  with  such  things  as  marriage 
counseling,  he  said.  And  some  of  the 
larger  churches  offer  lay  leaders  to  teach 
in  and  otherwise  aid  the  small  churches. 

“Almost  every  one  of  these 
congregations  in  Fulton  County  is 
growing  not  only  in  membership  but  in 
attendance  and  programs,”  Mr.  Palmer 
said.  “It’s  nothing  phenomenal,  but  some 
of  these  churches  —  although  very  small 
—  are  really  involved  in  mission,  too"  (see 
story  on  this  page  about  Sinnett 
Chapel).  The  communities  in  which 
they  are  situated  may  be  small,  their 
pastors  point  out,  but  the  relative 
number  of  people  who  are  not  being 
reached  is  quite  large. 

The  churches’  ability  to  reach  both 
long-term  residents  and  newcomers  will 
be  determined  to  a  great  degree  by  the 
struggle  within  each  congregation  over 


Editor’s  Note:  The  small  church  in  the  small  town  —  often  no  more  than  a  few  miles 
from  ANOTHER  small  church  in  ANOTHER  small  town  —  is  the  focal  point  of  this 
major  news  feature  presentation. 

The  small  church  is  taking  on  new  meaning  for  United  Methodists  for  three 
reasons:  (1)  we  have  so  many  of  them;  (2)  a  vast  majority  of  our  members  are 
already  there,  and  (3)  the  1980  census  figures  say  the  population  is  moving  BACK  into 
non-urban  areas  where  small  churches  thrive. 

The  particular  group  of  churches  featured  here  was  chosen  by  happy  coincidence. 
UMR  Associate  Editor  Roy  Beck  was  in  Central  Illinois  last  fall  covering  a  series  of 
Bible  studies  led  by  Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp.  He  heard  about  this  cluster  of  churches  in 
Fulton  County  and  decided  to  linger  a  couple  of  days  to  check  out  what  sounded  like  a 
good  story.  We  think  he  found  several  of  them ! 

As  this  group  of  stories  points  out,  small  churches  have  unique  strengths  and 
witnesses  to  make  to  our  whole  denomination  and  to  our  society.  And  we’re  sure  there 
are  many  more  hopeful,  encouraging  stories  like  these.  We  invite  readers  who  know 
of  any  church  —  large  or  small,  city  or  country,  black,  white  or  other  —  that  has 
experienced  some  type  of  noteworthy  success  to  let  us  at  the  Reporter  know.  Write  us 
a  brief  paragraph  or  two  (1)  identifying  the  church  and  (2)  telling  what  it  is  the 
church  is  doing  NOW  that  is  of  special  significance.  For  this  feature  we  are  not  so 
much  interested  in  a  congregation’s  past  accomplishments  as  in  what  it  is 
accomplishing  as  the  Body  of  Christ  today.  Please  address  suggestions  to: 
“Successful  Churches,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  Box  221076,  Dallas,  TX  75222. 


Tithing  comes  naturally 
for  crossroads  church 


bodes  well  for  UMC 


whether  it  is  willing  to  grow,  to  change 
and  to  be  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  those  in 
the  community,  Dr.  Brewer  said. 

And  it  also  will  be  determined  by  how 
well  the  denomination’s  connectional 
system  is  adapted  to  meet  the  challenge, 
Mr.  Michael  said. 

A  county  courthouse  clerk  said  the 
moderate  population  growth  is  giving  a 
new  feeling  to  the  bedroom  hamlets 
which  “saw  their  prime  long  ago.”  That, 
coupled  with  what  some  church  people 
here  hope  will  be  a  renewed  commitment 
toward  their  churches  from  the  United 
Methodist  connectional  system,  seems  to 
be  creating  a  bit  of  optimism  that  the 
circuit  riders  planted  the  right  crop. 


Tiny  church 
reaches  out 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Near  CUBA,  Ill.  —  A  black  Baptist 
church  in  nearby  Canton  has  found  that  a 
rural  United  Methodist  church  with  12 
white  members  can  provide  the  type  of 
mission  outreach  one  should  be  able  to 
expect  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

The  black  church  was  having  financial 
problems  a  couple  of  years  ago.  Canton 
has  a  very  small  black  population,  and 
this  congregation  had  to  work  hard  just 
to  have  a  place  to  worship. 

Somebody  at  the  Sinnett  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church  approximately  15 
miles  out  in  the  country  heard  about  the 
problem. 

“The  black  church  members  were  . 
trying  to  make  a  little  extra  money  for 
their  building,”  said  Rodger  Cowser,  a 
lay  speaker  who  has  been  making  a  long 
trip  from  a  northern  county  to  preach  at 
Sinnett  Chapel.  “We  asked  their  choir  out  '* 
to  sing  for  a  benefit.  ” 

The  United  Methodists  invited  all  their 
friends  from  the  countryside  and  “had 
the  church  full.  We  just  love  to  hear  them 
sing.  They’re  something  special.  We  took 
an  offering  and  raised  several  hundred 
dollars. 

“We’ve  had  sort  of  a  friendly 
fellowship  for  a  few  years  with  that 
church  because  some  of  our  people  know 
some  of  their  families.  Their  choir  has 
been  out  a  couple  of  times.  One  of  the  two 
most  distinctive  experiences  in  my  life 
was  when  they  invited  me  to  preach  at  '• 
their  Easter  Eve  service,”  said  Mr. 
Cowser,  a  farmer. 

Such  eagerness  to  reach  out  and  help  is 
not  at  all  unusual  for  the  12-member 
Sinnett  Chapel  congregation,  said  the 
Rev.  Miley  Palmer,  the  Peoria  district 
superintendent.  Not  only  does  Sinnett 
Chapel  pay  all  its  conference’s  askings, 
but  generously  funds  three  or  four 
special  local  mission  projects  each  year 
which  are  Similar  to  the  help  it  provided 
the  black  Baptist  church. 

The  Sinnett  Chapel  congregation  is  a 
good  example  of  how  a  small  church  can 
be  a  lot  more  than  an  open  room  on 
Sunday  morning,  Mr.  Palmer  said. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


‘Dead’  church  surges  back  to  life 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
LIVERPOOL,  Ill.  —  Several  times  a 
week,  Chicago  sends  a  barge  of  its 
sewage  sludge  nearly  200  miles  down  the 
Illinois  River  to  this  tiny  riverport  town. 

When  the  United  Methodist  church  was 
built  in  1846,  Liverpool  was  a  thriving 
agricultural  port.  But  the  rails  and 
highways  bypassed  it  and  changed  all 
that.  The  sludge  is  the  only  river 
commerce  left  for  the  town  tucked  in  a 
thick  growth  of  trees  on  the  river  bank. 

Then  in  1978,  the  United  Methodists 
closed  the  town’s  only  church  due  to  lack 
of  interest  from  the  residents.  That 
struck  hard  at  the  townspeople’s 
collective  image. 

“The  community  hadn’t  thought  it 
needed  the  church,”  qne  observer  says 
today.  “But  it  changed  its  mind.  ” 

And  UM  leaders  in  the  Central  Illinois 
Annual  Conference  hadn’t  thought  they 
needed  yet  another  frame  building  with  a 
barely-alive  congregation.  After  all, 
Liverpool  residents  need  travel  no  more 
than  four  miles  to  attend  either  of  two 
other  United  Methodist  churches  and  no 
more  than  15  miles  to  attend  any  of  seven 
UM  churches. 


The  church’s  leaders  learned,  however, 
that  forcing  a  congregation  to  die  may  be 
the  best  way  to  bring  it  to  life.  As  a  result 
of  the  Liverpool  UMC  rebirth,  several 
Liverpool  adults  have  made  professions 
of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  that  otherwise 
might  not  have  happened,  residents  say. 

For  a  while,  it  looked  like  the  sludge 
and  a  tavern  were  going  to  be  the  only 
things  left  to  give  the  town’s  fewer  than 
300  residents  a  sense  of  identity  and 
community.  The  town  had  lost  its  school 
years  before.  Shirley  Darrow  says  that 
when  she  retires  soon  as  postmistress, 
the  town  also  will  lose  its  post  office. 
Liverpool  has  a  tire  and  wheel  alignment 
shop  but  not  even  a  gas  station,  grocery 
store  or  any  other  commercial 
establishment. 

For  several  months,  residents  mulled 
over  their  situation  in  gatherings  at  the 
tavern  where  you  can  watch  the  sewage 
barges  through  a  big  picture  window. 
(The  barges  pump  Chicago’s  wastes  into 
holding  tanks  from  which  they  are 
pumped  by  pipeline  several  miles  to  an 
abandoned  strip  mine.  The  sludge 
business  is  one  of  the  few  sources  of  jobs 
and  income  here.) 

“The  people  all  said,  ‘What  do  we  have 
left?  Just  a  bunch  of  houses,”’  Mrs. 
Darrow  said. 

“I  think  all  little  towns  should  have  a 
church,”  Elizabeth  Callear,  co-owner  of 
the  Riverview  Inn  tavern,  told  the 
Reporter. 

So  the  people  asked  the  United 
Methodist  district  superintendent  to 
reconsider  the  decision  to  close  the  church. 

But  officials  in  the  Central  Illinois 
Annual  Conference  maintained  that  long 
before  they  decided  to  vacate  Liverpool, 
the  residents  had  deserted  the  church. 

“For  years,  the  church  had  only  four 
members;  maybe  14  persons  including 


children  would  attend  the  services,”  the 
Rev.  Paul  Hawf  said.  He  was  the  last 
pastor  at  Liverpool  while  also  serving 
Maples  Mill  UMC  four  miles  away.  He 
had  helped  to  nurture  Maples  Mill  into 
one  of  the  most  active  small  churches  in 
the  district  (see  story  on  this  page).  But 
nothing  seemed  to  work  at  Liverpool,  he 
said. 

Before  the  decision  to  close  Liverpool 
UMC,  “we  sent  out  150  letters  and  called 
a  special  meeting  to  ask  the  residents 
what  they  wanted  to  do  with  the  church. 
Thirty  showed  up,”  he  said. 

“Everybody  promised  to  give  money 
to  keep  the  church  open,  but  nobody 
promised  to  attend.  We  hadn’t  asked  for 
money.  Every  year  we  filled  all  the  jobs 
with  the  same  four  people.  It  just  didn’t 
work.” 

In  the  spring  of  1979,  the  issue  of 
whether  to  re-open  the  church  almost 
became  moot.  A  monumental  sandbag 
operation  barely  succeeded  in  keeping  a 
rampaging  river  from  badly  damaging 
the  building  or  perhaps  even  sweeping  it 
away,  residents  reported. 

After  that,  the  annual  conference  had 
to  decide  what  to  do  with  the  building. 


The  vote  was  to  put  up  a  “for  sale’  ’  sign. 

But  Charles  F.  Michael,  a  certified  lay 
speaker  attending  the  conference,  said 
he  couldn’t  allow  that  to  happen. 

Mr.  Michael  was  the  preacher  at  the 
little  church  in  St.  David  near  where  the 
pipeline  empties  Chicago’s  wastes.  He 
previously  had  turned  down  a  request 
from  the  district  superintendent  to  preach 
in  Liverpool. 

“I  had  a  full-time  job  and  a  farm  and 
the  St.  David  church,”  he  told  the 
Reporter.  “But  when  I  heard  annual 
conference  vote  to  close  the  church,  I  just 
felt  terrible.” 

He  got  an  agreement  from  the  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  Miley  Palmer, 
to  hold  off  on  the  sale  until  he  had  time  to 
walk  the  streets  of  Liverpool. 

Mrs.  Darrow,  sitting  behind  the  mail 
boxes  at  her  combination  post 
office/home,  recalls  responses  to  Mr. 
Michael’s  efforts  to  drum  up  promises  to 
attend  the  church:  “We  explained  that  a 
lot  of  people  here  were  raised  in  a  real 
strict  church  environment.  They  resent 
that.  So  it  is  hard  to  break  them  in  to 
church-going.  We  also  explained  that 
these  river  town  people  like  their  beer.” 

She  said  Mr.  Michael,  who  was 
preparing  to  retire  from  Hiram-Walker 
Distilleries  after  35  years,  told  the  towns 
people,  “We’re  not  turning  away 
anybody  because  of  that.  ” 

The  district  superintendent  allowed 
Mr.  Michael  temporarily  to  reopen  the 
church.  A  certified  lay  speaker  without 
the  authority  to  administer  the 
sacraments  at  the  time,  Mr.  Michael 
preached  his  first  sermon  there  July  5, 
1979.  Ten  people  joined  the  church  that 
day,  and  since,  several  more  have. 
Before  the  weather  turned  bad  this 
winter,  attendance  was  running  25  to  30 
persons. 


Only  one  of  the  new  members  was  a  ■ 
member  before,  and  a  couple  of  others 
moved’  their  membership  from  another 
churtft,  Mrs.  Darrow  said. 

“But  all  the  rest  are  new  Christians,” 
she  said.  “Nearly  all  of  them  were  adults 
like  me.  I  had  been  raised  in  a  Methodist 
Church,  but  I  never  got  around  to 
becoming  a  member.  It  was  one  of  those 
things  I  was  going  to  do  tomorrow. 
Luckily,  tomorrow  came  when  they  re¬ 
opened  the  church  and  I  started  and 
joined.” 

Her  husband  transferred  his 
membership  there.  A  few  months  later, 
he  discovered  he  had  cancer.  “His 
funeral  was  the  first  for  the  new  church,” 
Mrs.  Darrow  said.  “I’d  lost  another 
husband  to  death.  The  circumstances  this 
time  were  much  rougher,  but  this  time 
I  got  over  the  grief  much  quicker  and 
easier.  Last  time,  I  had  no  real  religious 
connection.  I’ve  found  the  Lord  since!  ” 

Just  down  the  street  in  a  little  white 
house  lives  Eva  Lynn,  a  retired  woman 
who  moved  here  two  years  ago.  “I  had 
never  been  a  church  member  anywhere. 

I  probably  never  would  have  become  a 
member  if  the  church  had  not  been 
opened  here.”  She  made  a  profession  of 
faith  last  Palm  Sunday. 

There  are  other  such  stories. 

“I  praise  the  Lord  that  something  else 
could  work  there,”  said  Mr.  Hawf,  the  ; 
former  pastor. 

“This  won’t  ever  be  a  big  church,”  Mr. 
Michael  said,  “but  it  can  be  a  live  * 
church.” 

He  went  to  “local  pastor’s  school"  and  ; 
is  in  a  five-year  course  of  study.  In  1980,  ; 
he  was  appointed  a  “local  pastor,”  which  ; 
means  he  can  now  administer  the  ■ 
sacraments  in  the  churches  he  serves.  * 

Mrs.  Darrow  stood  at  the  1981  annual  * 
conference  and  "gave  a  speech  ’  on  all  • 
that  had  happened.  Liverpool  UMC  was  » 
voted  a  full  member  and  began  paying  • 
apportionments. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK  * 


CLASSIFIED 

POSITION  OPEN:  DCE  with  skills  in  Y.  A.  &  youth 
ministries.  January  1982.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to  First  U.M.C.  27th  and  Ferris.  Lawton  OK 
or  call  (405)  355-5204. 


ATTENTION  METHODISTS  ATTENDING 
WORLD'S  FAIR.  Knoxville  TN,  May-October.  Rent 
new  3  BR  chalet.  Gatlinburg  TN  at  the  Great  Smoky 
Mountain  National  Park  $125  day  Six  persons 
Brochure  (615  )  690-1837  A  M.  Craig.  7529  Oak  Ridge 
Hwy.,  Knoxville  TN  37921 


SWITZERLAND  WITH  OPTIONS  TO  HIGHLIGHTS 
of  Reformation  or  Italian  Highlights  of  Renaissance 
during  Summer  1982  Life  and  times  of  Paul.  Greece 
and  Turkey,  including  Patmos,  departing  October  5. 
Also  church  heritage  to  Britain  departing  summer. 
Bob  and  Lucile  Sanders,  tour  hosts.  1317  Academy 
Circle.  Arlington  TX  76013. 

hONG  KONG-CHINA-SINGAPORE.  17  days 
departing  May  2.  12  days  visiting  China's  4  major 
cities.  Dallas  or  San  Francisco,  Bess  Loudermilk 
3339  Milton.  Dallas  TX  75205 

GRETNA  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 
seeking  a  Director  of  Educational  Ministries 
Experience  necessary  Responsibilities  include 
planning  and  coordinating  activities  for  all  age 
levels;  training  teachers,  counselors  and  lay 
workers.  Salary:  $13,600  plus  travel  allowance 
Continuing  education  opportunities  Gretna  is 
located  in  Greater  New  Orleans  area  Position 
available  July  15.  Please  send  Resume  &  Photo  with 
references  to  Shirley  Arnold,  1309  Whitnev  Ave., 
Gretna.  La  70053.  (504)  366-5041 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  Contact  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Rowlett  TX,  (214)  475-3667  Daily, 
8  a.m.-12  noon,  for  further  information. 


‘J probably  never  would’ve  become  a  member 
if  the  church  had  not  been  opened  here.  ’ 
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MEETING  HIM  IN  THE  WILDERNESS,  by  Lois  Ellen 
Olson.  An  exciting,  true  family  story  of  adventure 
and  revitalized  fdith. 

•'  \  A01-242614.  $2.75 


LITTLE  SINS,  BIG 
,  CONSEQUENCES,  by  W.  B.  J. 

\  Martin.  Sensible,  positive  tips 
\  on  over-coming  minor 
m.\  vices,  A01-221676.  $1.95 


NCC,  president  attacked 

Indiana  Baptist  minister  hurls  ‘socialism’ charge 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  National  Council  of  Churches’  new 
president,  elected  less  than  three  months 
ago,  spent  most  of  the  latter  part  of 
January  on  the  road  but  found  the  going 
roughest  back  home  in  Indiana. 

Bishop  James  Armstrong,  who  heads 
United  Methodism’s  Indiana  Area,  spent 
a  week  at  mid-month  in  Korea  delivering 
a  series  of  talks  to  that  country’s  United 
Methodist  ministers.  He  also  conferred 
there  with  U.S.  Ambassador  Richard 
Walker. 

The  bishop  reported  finding  “a  real 
wave  of  anti- American  feeling”  in 
Korea.  He  said  some  South  Koreans  point 
to  similarities  between  the  Polish 
situation  and  their  own,  noting 
increasing  militarization  with  arms 
supplied  by  the  U.S.  and  opposition  to 
trade  unions. 

Back  in  this  country,  the  ecumenical 
leader  was  invited  to  Washington  as  one 
of  14  religious  leaders  who  met  with 


Secretary  of  State  Alexander  M.  Haig  to 
discuss  the  crisis  in  Poland  and  the  church’s 
role  there. 

Others  attending  the  briefing  included 
Bishop  John  Allin,  presiding  bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  Church;  Dr.  David  W.  Preus, 
president,  American  Lutheran  Church 
and  Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger  Jr.,  president, 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

Following  the  briefing  with  Secretary 
Haig,  Bishop  Armstrong  said  that  a 
statement  of  solidarity  with  the  Polish 
people  “and  a  plea  for  negotiations 
linking  church,  government  and  Soli¬ 
darity  will  be  issued  by  the  group  who 
gathered.” 

In  the  week  following  the  State 
Department  briefing,  Bishop  Armstrong 
led  a  series  of  Bible  seminars  in  northern 
Indiana.  The  denominational  area  which 
he  heads  has  separate  annual 
conferences  in  North  and  South  Indiana. 
He  had  led  a  similar  round  of  Bible 
studies  last  fall  in  southern  Indiana. 

In  the  midst  of  the  second  round  of 


Bishop 9  accuser  ‘ face  off 9 
in  televised  exchange 


By  BUD  HERRON 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

INDIANAPOLIS  -  If  it  had  been  a 
prize  fight,  no  one  would  have  paid  to  see 
it. 

In  one  “corner”  a  ruddy-faced  Baptist 
preacher  laid  down  a  barrage  of  verbal 
blows,  with  which  he  more  often  seemed 
to  hit  himself  than  his  opponent. 

In  the  other  “corner”  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishop  sat  calmly  refusing  to 
counterpunch  and  asking  for  an  apology 
that  never  came. 

In  the  “ring”  here  Jan.  28  were  the 
Rev.  Greg  Dixon,  head  of  Indiana’s 
Moral  Majority,  and  Bishop  James 
Armstrong  of  United  Methodism’s  Indiana 
Area.  They  “met”  on  television  following 
10  days  of  public  accusations  by  Mr. 
Dixon  that  Bishop  Armstrong  is  not  a 
Christian  —  but  is  rather  “a  communist, 
a  modernist  and  a  humanist.” 

Also  present  for  the  “match”  was 
Michael  Disend,  a  New  York  freelance 
writer  who  first  quoted  Mr.  Dixon’s 
attack  on  Bishop  Armstrong  in  a  recent 
issue  of  Penthouse  magazine. 

The  30-minute  program  was  broadcast 
on  the  local  CBS  affiliate  station  as  part 
of  a  regular  series  called  Nightbeat.  The 
program  moderator  was  newscaster 
Jo6h  Littman. 

‘He  has  never  met  me’ 

“Three  things  are  sacred  to  most 
human  beings:  Their  relationship. ,to 
their  country,  their  family,  and  their 
faith,”  Bishop  Armstrong  said  in  his 
opening  comments  via  remote  television 
hookup  from  his  home  here.  “Mr.  Dixon 
has  assaulted  me  in  two  of  those  areas. 
Yet  he  has  never  met  me  and  really 
knows  nothing  about  me.” 

Bishop  Armstrong  said  he  could  not 
fathom  what  Mr.  Dixon’s  motives  might 
be  for  such  an  assault  and  asked  for  an 
apology. 

“I  cannot  help  my  thoughts,”  Mr. 
Dixon  replied  in  the  television  hookup 
from  his  home.  “Former  FBI  Director  J. 
Edgar  Hoover  said  years  ago  that  there 
are  communists  in  many  of  the  pulpits  of 
the  mainline  denominations.  And  when  I 
am  asked  to  name  one,  people  like 
Bishop  Armstrong  immediately  come  to 
mind.” 

He  went  on  to  list  several  reasons  why 
he  believes  Bishop  Armstrong  to  be  a 
communist.  One  example  was  that 
Bishop  Armstrong  “was  for  peace  during 
the  Vietnam  war  —  a  peace  that  left  the 
communists  in  charge.”  Another  was 
that  the  bishop  is  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  an 
organization  which  he  said  “gives 
millions  of  dollars  every  year  to  help 
communist  terrorists  ...  the  kind  that 


slaughter  nuns  (in  El  Salvador).” 

He  charged  that  the  bishop  believes  in 
liberation  theologyiand  does  not  believe 
in  either  the  virgin  Dirth  or  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Christ. 

Unruffled  and  showing  no  signs  of 
anger,  Bishop  Armstrong  replied  by 
quoting  from  a  sermon  he  delivered  at 
Indianapolis’  Broadway  UMC  several 
years  ago.  The  sermon  —  entitled  “The 
Communist  Lie”  —  said  the  “revolution 
of  the  proleteriat  is  a  sham”  and  went  on 
to  praise  capitalism. 

“Mr.  Dixon  chooses  to  pick  fragments 
from  what  I  have  said  and  written  and  to 
take  them  completely  out  of  context,” 
the  bishop  said.  He  went  on  to  affirm  his 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  in  the  resur¬ 
rection. 

"This  is  double  talk,”  Mr.  Dixon 
charged.  “Notice  he  did  not  say  he 
believes  in  the  bodily  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ.”  He  charged  that  Bishop 
Armstrong  “does  not  believe”  —  but 
rather  couches  communist  doctrine  in 
theological  terms. 

What  happened  to  love? 

At  that  point,  the  writer  from 
Penthouse  magazine  was  invited  by  the 
moderator  to  comment.  (He  and  Mr. 
Dixon  had  previously  exchanged  threats 
of  lawsuits  over  the  article).  He  asked 
Mr.  Dixon  what  had  ever  happened  to 
Christian  love  and  why  all  he  “ever  has 
heard”  from  Mr.  Dixon  has  been  hate 
and  vindictiveness. 

Mr.  Dixon  responded  with  a  long  list  of 
the  writer’s  “sins”  —  including  the 
“theft  of  an  interview”  under  false 
pretenses.  He  ended  by  saying,  “In  spite 
of  all  of  that,  I  love  you,  Christ  loves  you 
and  is  willing  to  save  you  right  now.” 

At  that  point,  Bishop  Armstrong 
replied,  “If  Mr.  Dixon  is  concerned  about 
theft,  I  wonder  why  he  is  not  concerned 
with  his  attempt  to  steal  my  reputation.” 

He  continued,  “I' invite  Greg  Dixon  to 
join  in  a  ministry  of  love.”  He  called  on 
the  Baptist  preacher  to  quit  devoting  his 
time  to  “sewing  seeds  of  dissension”  and 
to  “work  with  others  in  Christ’s  love.” 

“We  are  locked  in  a  war  between 
communism  and  Christianity,”  Mr. 
Dixon  replied,  his  voice  rising  and 
beginning  to  shake. 

“This  is  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,”  said 
Bishop  Armstrong,  who  looked  solemnly 
into  the  camera,  obviously  referring  to 
Mr.  Dixon’s  attitude  rather  than  his 
charge.  “Let’s  not  live  by  hate.” 

The  final  word  came  from  the  bishop: 
“God  is  my  judge.  My  judge  is  not  Greg 
Dixon.” 

Mr.  Herron  is  editor  of  the  Daily 
Journal  in  Franklin,  Ind.,  and  is  a  former 
associate  editor  of  the  Reporter. 


Peace  leaders  criticize 
draft  registration,  boards 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

Two  church-based  peace  leaders 
indicate  they  are  concerned  about  the 
government’s  decision  to  continue  peace¬ 
time  draft  registration. 

They  also  say  they  are  concerned  that 
the  appointment  of  local  draft  board 
members,  begun  last  spring,  may  be  only 
the  next  step  before  an  actual  draft. 

The  Rev.  Robert  McClean,  peace 
executive  with  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  from  his 
New  York  office  told  the  Reporter : 

“It  seems  to  me  the  draft  is  on  the  way. 
You  always  try  to  get  people  off  the 
streets  when  there  is  a  lot  of 
unemployment.  It’s  a  fairly  common 
practice  among  some  countries,  and 
we’re  no  different." 

In  a  prepared  statement  last  month, 
President  Reagan  said  the  peace-time 
registration  does  not  automatically  lead 
to  a  draft.  His  statement  said,  “We  live  in 
a  dangerous  world"  and  added  that  in 
case  of  a  “future  threat  to  national 
safety,  registration  could  save  the  United 
States  as  much  as  six  weeks  in 
mobilizing  emergency  forces.  ’  ’ 

The  Rev.  Warren  Hoover,  executive 
director  of  the  National  Interreligious 
Service  Board  for  Conscientious 
Objectors  (NISBCO)  based  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  said,  “It’s  sobering  to  think  what  the 
next  steps  are.  In  our  American  history 
we  have  never  had  registration  without 
a  draft,  and  we’ve  never  had  the  draft 
without  a  war." 


He  noted  that  the  1982  fiscal  year 
federal  budget,  in  effect  since  last  Oct.  1, 
included  full  funding  for  not  only  draft 
registration  but  also  for  the  operation  of 
draft  boards. 

NISBCO  includes  30  denominations  or 
their  agencies  in  its  membership, 
including  the  UMC’s  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

A  Selective  Service  spokeswoman  told 
the  Reporter  that  most  local  draft  boards 
have  been  appointed.  Though  most  board 
members  will  receive  training,  the  draft 
boards  technically  are  inactive,  keeping 
no  files  and  holding  no  meetings  at  this 
time,  she  said. 

Dr.  McClean  told  the  Reporter  that 
draft  board  members  “are  mostly 
younger  now  than  they  were  years  ago. 
The  boards  have  racial,  ethnic  and 
gender  balance."  The  last  former  draft 
boards  were  disbanded  in  1976. 

Young  men  who  have  not  registered  for 
the  draft  have  until  the  end  of  February 
to  register  without  penalty.  Estimates  of 
their  total  vary  from  800,000  to  1  million. 
Selective  Service  spokesperson  Joan 
Lamb  told  Religious  News  Service  that 
her  agency  will  depend  mainly  on  the 
news  media,  on  direct  mail  and  schools 
to  encourage  registration.  She  added  that 
the  government  has  no  computer  file  of 
American  men  of  draft  age. 

Congress  has  given  the  agency 
authority  to  use  Social  Security  numbers 
to  identify  eligible  men,  however,  if 
President  Reagan  should  okay  such  a 
move. 


Bible  studies,  a  story  broke  in  New 
York  and  Indianapolis  media  that  the 
national  secretary  of  the  “Moral 
Majority"  had  been  quoted  as  saying 
that  the  NCC  and  its  president  “have 
been  on  the  side  of  the  socialization  of  the 
world.” 

The  Rev.  Greg  Dixon,  pastor  of  the 
8,000-member  Indianapolis  Baptist 
Temple,  was  quoted  in  the  February 
Penthouse  magazine. 

“There’s  no  question  in  my  mind,”  he 
said,  “that  communists  are  in  many  of 
the  pulpits  of  the  old-line  denominations 
across  America  who  are  not  Christians  at 
all.  They  are  wolves  in  sheep’s  clothing.” 

Asked  to  name  names,  Mr.  Dixon  said 
that  “the  kind  of  people  I’m  thinking  of 
would  be  like  Bishop  James  Armstrong 
of  the  Methodist  Church  here  in  the 
Indianapolis  area.  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  him  being  a  communist.  I’ve  never 
heard  him  say  that  he’s  a  communist,  but 
his  philosophy  is  collectivist 
philosophy.”  (See  UMR  editorial  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue) 

Later  Mr.  Dixon  added,  “When  I  say 
Dr.  Armstrong  is  a  socialist,  all  I’m 
saying  is  he  and  the  Methodist  Church 
and  the  National  Council  of  Churches  and 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  in  their 
stated  policies  .  .  .  have  been  on  the  side 
of  the  socialization  of  the  world.” 

Later  that  week  an  Indianapolis 
television  station  arranged  for  Mr.  Dixon 
and  Bishop  Armstrong  to  “meet”  in  a 
debate  (see  accompanying  story). 

In  Denver  for  the  inauguration  of  the 
11th  president  of  the  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  Dr.  Donald  Messer,  Bishop 
Armstrong  made  no  mention  of  his 
hometown  challenger  in  prepared 
remarks.  But  in  a  brief  news  conference 
he  said  that  Mr.  Dixon,  in  his  accusation 
that  United  Methodists  were  socialists, 
“couldn’t  have  offered  us  a  greater  gift 
because  it  has  angered  United 
Methodists  and  banded  us  together.  ” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Abortion  decision  affirmed,  protested 

WASHINGTON  —  The  ninth  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  decision  that 
legalized  abortion  brought  thousands  to  the  area  last  month,  both  those  affirming  and 
protesting  the  decision.  Pro-choice  advocates  met  to  mark  the  decision  in  a  worship 
service  in  the  historic  New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE 


TV  campaign  sparks  letter  swap 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Concerns  about  United  Methodism’s 
troubled  National  Television  Presence 
and  Ministry  led  to  a  pointed  exchange  of 
letters  last  week  between  two  general 
church  agencies. 

Four  specific  concerns  were  raised  in  a 
letter  dated  Jan.  28  from  the  Rev. 
Norman  E.  Dewire,  general  secretary, 
General  Council  on  Ministries.  He 
delivered  the  letter  to  the  Rev.  Curtis  A. 
Chambers,  general  secretary,  United 
Methodist  Communications,  and  the  tWb 
reportedly  spent  some  hours  in  their 
Dayton,  Ohio,  offices  discussing  the 
issues  raised. 

Within  24  hours,  in  a  letter  dated  Jan. 
29,  Dr.  Chambers  had  responded.  His 
letter  said  that  at  least  two  points  in  Dr. 
Dewire’s  letter  “are  based  upon 
premises  with  misinformation  in  them.” 
Some  see  conflicts 

The  intent  of  Dr.  Dewire’s  letter  was  to 
raise  concerns  voiced  by  the  GCOM 
executive  committee  following  lengthy 
discussion  at  that  committee’s  Jan.  25-26 
meeting  in  Dallas.  Some  GCOM  officials 
indicated  they  see  conflict  between  the 
campaign’s  current  strategy  being 
carried  out  by  UMCom  and  specific 
actions  of  the  1980  General  Conference  in 
authorizing  the  campaign. 

These  were  the  four  points  raised, 
references  to  specific  1980  legislation, 
and  Dr.  Chambers’  response: 

1.  Using  annual  conferences  as  a  part 
of  the  fund-raising  campaign.  GCOM 
officials  said  some  annual  conferences 
have  accepted  “fair-share  goals” 
although  the  1980  legislation  specifies 
that  “no  quotas  or  goals”  will  be 
assigned. 

Chambers’  response:  “We  have  not 
been  responsible  for  assigning  any 
quotas  to  anyone  ...  It  is  my  inter¬ 
pretation  that  annual  conferences  as  the 
basic  units  of  the  denomination,  together 
with  ther  leadership,  may  themselves 
determine  how  they  wish  to  relate  to  the 
.  .  .  fund-raising  efforts.” 

2.  Using  UMCom  staff  to  conduct  the 
campaign.  GCOM  officials  noted  that 
UMCom  has  cut  back  on  both  staff  and 
programs  and  assigned  some  staff  full 
time  to  the  TV  campaign.  The  1980  legis¬ 
lation  says,  "Special  campaign  staff  will 
be  secured  so  that  present  staff  is  not 
diverted  from  their  regular  benevolence 
interpretation  tasks.” 

Benevolence  staff  ‘not  diverted’ 

Chambers’  response:  “It  has  always 
been  the  intention  of  UMCom  to  use  some 
staff  in  relation  to  the  campaign  since 
television  is  a  part  of  the  agency’s 
ongoing  responsibilities.”  He  also  said 
that  the  policy  not  to  divert  staff  from 
benevolence  interpretation  “has  been 
rigorously  adhered  to.” 

3.  Using  World  Service  funds  to  help 
pay  campaign  expenses.  The  1980 
legislation  says,  “No  money  will  be 
requested  from  regular  benevolence 
funds  or  from  the  World  Service  Fund.  ” 

Chambers’  response:  “A  part  of  the 
disciplinary  mandate  for  UMCom 
expenditure  of  World  Service  money  is 
for  television  and,  thus,  some  expen¬ 
diture  of  World  Service  funds  would 

CORRECTION 

A  story  in  last  week’s  Reporter 
incorrectly  stated  that  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  North 
Carolina  had  received  full  approval  from 
the  UMC’s  University  Senate  to  train 
United  Methodist  ministerial  candidates 
The  school  remains  on  the  senate’s 
“approved  list"  but  continues  under 
review. 


seem  to  be  appropriate.  Were  the 
National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry  project  to  be  stopped,  repay¬ 
ment  of  funds  advanced  from  GCFA  for 
promotion  would  have  to  come  from 
those  World  Service  dollars.” 

4.  “A  whole  description  of  the  package 
we  are  being  asked  to  buy.” 

Dr.  Chambers  noted  that  he  had  shared 
a  specific  list  of  planned  uses  of  TV 
Presence  and  Ministry  funds  in  writing 
to  the  entire  General  Council  on 
Ministries  last  November. 

Dr.  Chambers  ended  his  letter  calling 
for  “a  supportive  and  problem  solving 
stance  in  this  effort  from  the  executive 
committee  of  GCOM.” 


Earlier  last  week,  in  the  Dallas 
meeting^  Dr.  Dewire  told  his  executive 
committee,  “This  is  a  very  serious  issue 
in  the  church,  and  we  must  try  to  voice 
some  of  the  concerns  we  are  hearing.” 
He  said  he  had  heard  some  suggestions 
that  the  matter  might  be  taken  to  the 
Judicial  Council  (the  denomination’s 
“supreme  court”),  but  he  said  he  was  not 
inclined  to  favor  that  “because  that’s  not 
the  place  to  settle  a  programmatic  issue.” 

Dr.  Dewire  also  said  that  UMCom 
officials,  in  a  joint  meeting  the  previous 
week  of  chief  executives  of  all  general 
agencies,  had  been  asked  what  their 
strategy  is  “if  significant  amounts  ar* 
not  raised  by  April  1.” 


‘Solidarity’ 
notes  sent 
to  Poland 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO  —  Messages  outlining  their 
solidarity  with  two  Polish  religious 
leaders  were  sent  by  presidents  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  General 
Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  Church 
and  Society. 

Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of  Global 
Ministries  and  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp 
of  Church  and  Society  wrote  to  the  heads 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the 
Polish  Ecumenical  Council,  who  also 
heads  the  Polish  Methodist  Church. 

The  letter  to  Archbishop  Joszef  Glemp, 
primate  of  the  Polish  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  read: 

“We  admire  the  courage  of  your 
judgment  that  martial  law  as  such  is  a 
violation  of  human  rights  and  your 
support  for  the  rights  of  those  arbitrarily 
interred.  We  profoundly  support  the 
Christian  character  of  your  admonition 
to  your  people  that  they  be  non-violent  in 
their  response  to  so  critical  a  situation.  ” 

Bishop  DeWitt  of  the  Chicago  Area  and 
Bishop  Hodapp  of  the  Illinois  Area 
pledged  to  attempt  “to  persuade  our 
American  people  and  our  government” 
to  support  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
crisis  in  Poland.  “We  do  not  want  the 
welfare  of  your  people  to  be  sacrificed 
for  any  supposed  advantage  that  might 
be  gained  in  the  conflict  of  the 
superpowers.” 

The  general  board  presidents  told  the 
Rev.  Witold  Benedyktowicz  of  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  Council  that  they  rejoice  in  the 
recent  agreement  he  signed  with  the  Pol¬ 
ish  Radio  that  provides  for  regular  broad¬ 
cast  of  Protestant  and  Orthodox  services. 

The  bishops  wrote  that  they  were 
grateful  the  work  of  the  churches  and 
Ecumenical  Council  in  Poland  has 
continued  despite  martial  law.  “We  take 
this  to  mean  that  your  government  under¬ 
stands  the  integrity  of  the  witness  that  the 
churches  have  consistently  given  for  hu¬ 
man  rights  and  non-violence  throughout 
all  of  the  struggles  in  your  society.” 

Bishops  DeWitt  and  Hodapp  asked  both 
the  U.S.  State  Department’s  Working 
Group  on  Poland  and  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  for  help  in  getting  the 
messages  to  the  Polish  religious  leaders 
since  regular  mail  service  between  the 
U.S.  and  Poland  has  been  discontinued. 

Both  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
the  member-churches  of  the  Ecumenical 
Council  in  Poland  have  received  aid  from 
individual  U.S.  denominations  and 
Church  World  Service,  the  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

The  current  Church  World  Service  spe¬ 
cial  appeal  for  the  Polish  people  is  for  $1 
million  in  food,  clothing  and  piedical  sup¬ 
plies.  The  share  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  in  the 
Church  World  Service  appeal  is  $250,000. 


GOOD  BOOKS 

TO  HELP  SPREAD  THE 


GOOD  NEWS! 


Join  the  hundreds  of  churches  already  benefiting  from  Cokesbury's 
Festival  of  Books! 

"We  are  very  pleased  with  the  service  as  well  as  the  books" — San 
Antonio  .  "The  selection  of  books  Is  wide  and  of  good  quality-  The 
prices  are  amazingly  low!"— El  Ca)on,  CA  "Our  church  has  received  the  Festival  of  Books  well  with 
many  books  purchased  and  used  a  splendid  Idea  — Fort  Smith,  AR 

Great  New  Titles  are  the  real  reason  for  the  success  of  the 
Festival  of  Books!  Here  are  the  4  latest: 


by 


THE  MEANING  OF  THE  CROSS, 

to-earth  terms,  a  startling  vision  of 


Leslie  D.  Weatherhead.  In  down- 
heaven  ,  and  hell!  A01-239702.  $2.75 


A  SLOW  AND  CERTAIN  LIGHT,  by  Elisabeth  Elliot.  A  popular  writer  shares  wisdom  regarding 
God's  guidance  for  our  lives.  A01-387000.  $1.95 

Ask  for  complete  Festival  of  Books  details.  Books  also  available  for  Individual  purchase  Prices  subject  to 
change  Transportation  extra  Add  sales  tax  if  applicable 


Cokesbury 


ORDER  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER 
SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1600  Queen  Anne  Road  •  P  O  Box  309  •  Teaneck,  NJ  07666 
201  Eighth  Avenue,  South  •  P  O  Box  801  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 
1910  Mam  Street  •  P.  O  Box  298  •  Dallas,  TX  75221 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 

SHOP  IN  PERSON  AT  THESE  BOOKSTORES 

Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Burlingame  •  Charlotte  •  Cincinnati 
Clearwater  •  Columbia  •  Dallas  (2  stores)  •  Dayton  •  Denver  Englewood 
Des  Moines  •  Detroit  •  Elmhurst  •  Harrisburg  •  Houston  •  Indianapolis 
Jacksonville  •  Kansas  City  •  Knoxville  •  Little  Rock  •  Los  Angeles 
Memphis  •  Miami  •  Nashville  (2  stores)  •  ^Jorth  Canton  •  Park  Ridge 
Philadelphia  King  of  Prussia  •  Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh 
Richmond  •  Teaneck  •  Tulsa 
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Church  Extension  Programs 
To  Show  Need  for  Sites 


A  series  of  programs  on  Church  Extension  in  the  nine 
districts  will  be  held  during  the  last  week  of  February, 
carrying  out  the  major  conference  priority  as  set  by 
the  Annual  Conference. 

The  purpose  of  the  programs  will  be  to  make  people 
across  the  state  aware  of  the  urgent  need  for  finding 
and  purchasing  sites  for  new  churches. 

St.  Andrews  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  is  the  first  new  congregation  to  be  established 
by  the  conference  in  nearly  a  decade.  Located  in  a 
rapidly  expanding  area  of  population  in  south  Baton 
Rouge,  St.  Andrews  represents  the  population  shifts 
occurring  in  several  areas  in  the  state. 


The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland,  chairman  of  the 
Church  Extension  Committee  for  the  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  recently  spoke  of  two  sites 
in  the  New  Orleans  area.  One  site,  in  east  New  Orleans, 
would  cost  approximately  $750,000,  but  it  is  located  in 
an  area  where  there  are  large  numbers  of  homes  and 
few  churches.  Another  area,  located  near  Kenner, 
would  require  about  $900,000  for  the  property  alone. 

Both  sites,  said  Woodland,  are  areas  where  the 
church  needs  locations  and  both  have  the  same 
potential  as  the  St.  Andrews  site  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  district  meetings  will  be  held  on  the  following 
evenings:  Feb.  22  —  Alexandria  District;  Feb.  23  — 


Shreveport  District;  Feb.  24.  —  Ruston  District;  Feb. 
25  —  Monroe  District;  Feb.  26  —  Lake  Charles 
District;  March  1  —  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District, 
March  2  —  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District;  March  3 
—  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  and  March  4  —  New 
Orleans/Houma  District. 

At  each  program,  Woodland;  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway, 
Director  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundations;  and 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  make  presentations. 

Woodland  said,  “If  we  were  to  raise  $10  million  in 
cash  and  had  it  available  to  spend  today,  we  could 
spend  every  cent  wisely  and  not  exhaust  our  urgent 
need  to  develop  new  congregations.  ” 


Council  On  Ministries  Meeting 
To  Feature  Television  Programs 


A  number  of  very  important  items  will 
be  on  the  agenda  for  the  meeting  ofxthe 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Feb.  19 
and  20,  according  to  Amy  Ward, 
president. 

The  meeting  will  held  at  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge 
on  Friday  and  Saturday. 

Early  Friday,  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Council  will  meet  to 
begin  putting  together  the  priorities  and 
guidelines  for  the  new  television  satellite 
program  which  is  being  set  up  within  the 
state.  It  is  expected  to  begin  operations 
around  the  Annual  Conference  date. 

On  the  agenda  for  the  Friday  evening 
meeting  are:  a  research  and  planning 
committee  of  about  nine  persons.  This 
team  will  be  responsible  for  setting  up 
“listening  posts”  over  the  state  and 
determining  where  new  programming 


should  be  focused. 

Also,  two  resolutions  will  be  considered 
which  would  request  changes  in  the 
Conference  rules,  especially  concerning 
the  way  the  Conference  Committee  on 
Resolutions.  There  has  been  a  general 


feeling  that  some  new  structure  needs  to 
be  developed  so  the  report  of  this 
committee  could  be  issued  at  an  earlier 
time  in  the  Conference  session. 

There  will  be  discussion  about  the 
Legislative  Liaison  program  developed 


by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministry  and  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  A  recommendation  will  be  made 
to  place  this  program  under  the  Council 
on  Ministries. 


Another  agenda  item  will  be  the 
consideration  of  the  television  satellite 
program  and  the  need  for  an  Associate 
Director  to  be  responsible  for  it  and  the 
Conference  paper. 

On  Saturday,  the  Council  will  be 


working  on  the  budget  for  the  Boards  and 
agencies  of  the  Conference.  The 
Louisiana  Conference  is  one  of  the  only 
conferences  in  the  connection  that 
operates  on  cash.  Money  for  a  fiscal  year 
is  always  available  at  the  beginning  of 
that  year,  projections  have  been  made, 
budgeting  done  and  the  necessary 
apportionments  already  given  and 
received  from  local  churches. 

For  that  reason,  allocations  to  Boards 
and  agencies  are  made  over  a  three-year 
period,  with  the  council  re-examining  and 
adjusting  each  year  to  allow  flexibility 
where  new  programs  or  needs  emerge. 

When  the  budget  has  been  completed, 
the  Council  on  Ministries  will  present  it 
to  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  for  review  and 
recommendation  to  the  Annual 
Conference  in  June. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council  on  Ministries 
will  begin  putting  together  the  priorities  and  guidelines 
for  the  new  television  satellite  program. 


Headquarters 

Contractor  Sets  Early  April  As  Finishing  Date 


Early  April  is  the  expected  date  of 
completion  of  new  Area  Office  Building 
according  to  contractors,  said  Luther 
Jordan,  chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee. 

The  announcement  was  made  at  a 
committee  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge 
recently. 

The  new  headquarters  building, 
located  at  525  North  Blvd.,  is  across  from 
the  Old  Governor’s  Mansion  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  building  will  house  offices  for  the 
bishop,  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana,  the  Director  of  Financial 
Affairs,  the  Director  of  Program  for  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
two  Baton  Rouge  Districts’  superinten¬ 
dents. 

Also  housed  in  the  headquarters  will  be 
space  for  the  Audio  Visual  library,  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist,  the  Cabinet, 
several  small  meeting  rooms,  the 
Conference  Library,  a  small  chapel  and 
a  meeting  room  designed  to  accommodate 
50  persons. 

On  the  planning  board  but  not  finalized 
are  the  necessary  spaces  for  the 
television  satellite  programs  currently 
being  developed. 

William  Hughes,  architect,  explained 
to  the  committee  he  had  tried  to  design  a 
building  in  keeping  with  the  three 
priorities  he  had  been  given:  a  building 
which  would  reflect  Louisiana  history, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  our 
Christian  heritage. 

The  building,  an  accurate  portrayal  of 
Louisiana  history,  is  Louisiana 
Georgian.  According  to  research  done  by 
Hughes,  there  was  no  stone  in  Louisiana 
for  Georgia n-style  buildings,  making  it 
necessary  for  the  bottom  story  to  be  done 
with  tile  and  covered  with  fine  grain 
stucco.  Stone  lines  were  scribed  on  the 
stucco  to  create  the  stone  effect. 

The  building  also  bears  a  clear 
resemblance  to  the  rectory  at  Epworth 
where  John  Wesley  was  born. 

The  Christian  symbols  are  carried  out 
by  two  plaques  near  the  front  door. 

Members  of  the  committee  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time  looking  at  the  color 


scheme  for  the  interior  and  discussing 
furniture,  carpet  and  drapes  which  have 
been  planned  to  carry  the  Georgian 
theme. 

A  formal  opening  has  been  planned,  as 
well  as  a  Consecration  Service,  when  the 
building  is  entirely  completed. 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will 
announce  the  date  as  soon  as  the 
furniture  manufacturers  have  given 
assurance  of  delivery  dates. 

It  is  expected  the  opening  will  be  on  a 
Saturday  and  Sunday  sometime  in  mid- 
May  to  mid-June. 

Abingdon 
Prepares 
Tax  Guide 

wan  ine  1961  tax-filing  season  in  full 
swing,  cries  for  “Help!"  can  be  heard 
from  millions  of  Americans  struggling  to 
file  their  1981  Federal  income  tax  returns 
by  April  15.  Help  for  clergy  in 
interpreting  the  sometimes  confusing  tax 
laws  is  once  again  available  from  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  with 
its  1982  edition  of  the  “Abingdon  Clergy 
Income  Tax  Guide"  (for  use  in  filing  1981 
returns). 

The  guide  includes  up-to-date  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  Economic  Recovery  Act  of 
1981,  and  covers  such  topics  as 
deductions,  self-employment  taxes,  gifts, 
donations,  tax  laws  and  revisions.  It 
features  sample  tax  forms,  in-depth 
discussions  of  business  expenses, 
withholding  provisions,  and  parsonage 
exclusions. 


Both  the  “Abingdon  Clergy  Income 
Tax  Guide"  and  the  “Abingdon  Clergy 
Tax  Record  Book,  1982”  are  available 
through  Cokesbury,  retail  sales  division 
of  Abingdon,  for  $3.95  and  $4.95 
respectively. 


FEBRUARY  12, 1962 


Around  The  Conference 


Calendar 
of  Events 


February  1982: 

1-5  —  Minister’s  Week,  SMU. 

5-6  —  Young  Adult  Weekend,  Camp  Istrouma 
9  —  Task  Force  for  Curricu-shop  Planning 
11  —  Methodist  Home  Hospital  Board  Meeting 
12-13  —  Mid  Year  Executive  Committee,  United  Methodist  Women 
18  —  Centenary  Church  Council 

19- 20  —  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

22  —  Church  Extension  Meeting,  Alexandria 

23  —  Church  Extension  Meeting,  Shreveport 

24  —  Church  Extension  Meeting,  Ruston 

25  —  Church  Extension  Meeting,  Monroe 

26  —  Church  Extension  Meeting,  Lake  Charles 

March  1982: 

1  —  Church  Extension  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 

2  —  Church  Extension  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 

3  —  Church  Extension  Meeting,  New  Orleans-Slidell 

4  —  Church  Extension  Meeting,  New  Orleans-Houma 

5  —  Church  Women  United,  World  Day  of  Prayer 
5-6  —  Youth  Service  Fund  Retreat,  South 

11  —  Board  of  Pensions 

12-13  —  Intro  80’s  Workshop,  FUMC,  Alexandria 

14  —  March  for  Missions,  UMW 

15  —  Assembly  Registration  Deadline,  UMW 
17-18  —  Church  Women  United,  State  Assembly 

18  —  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  Budget  Meeting 

20- 25  —  Mission  Saturation  Program 

24-25  —  Adult  6  Workshop,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 

27-Apr.  1  —  Mission  Saturation  Program 

31  —  PAY  Class,  Material  due  to  Registrar  of  BOM 

April  1982: 

1  —  Pre-Conference  Reports  due 

11  —  Good  Samaritan  Ministries  Offering 

12  —  Bishop’s  Visit  of  Districts,  New  Orleans-Slidell 

13  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts,  New  Orleans-Houma 

14  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 

15  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
Deadline  for  Diaconal  Ministries  Applications 

16  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts,  Lake  Charles 

19  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts,  Alexandria 

20  —  Bishop's  Visit  to  Districts,  Monroe 

21  —  Bishop's  Visit  to  Districts,  Ruston 

22  —  Bishop’s  Visit  to  Districts,  Shreveport 

29-30  —  PAY  Retreat  —  BOM  —  Interview/Evaluation 
UMW  Assembly,  Philadelphia  —  Apr.  29-May  2 

May  1982: 

3-6  —  Appointment  Cabinet  meeting,  Area  Office 
5  —  Conference  Nominations  Committee 
7  —  Church  Women  United,  May  Fellowship  Day 
Pre-Conference  reports  mailed 
12-14  —  Appointment  Cabinet  meeting,  Area  Offices 

21- 22  —  Conference  Legislative  Training  Event,  B.R.  UMW 

June  1982: 

7-10  —  ANNUAL  Conference 
14-17  —  Bishop’s  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
—  West  Gulf  Regional  School,  Dallas 
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Editorial 

God’s  ‘intervention’  to  stop  nuclear 
threat  will  be  through  our  lives 


Here  I  Stand 

Even  6 secular 9  humanism  is  not  a  dirty  word 


Evangelist  Billy  Graham  preached  a 
sermon  recently  at  the  Washington 
Cathedral  (Episcopal)  from  which  he 
was  widely  quoted  as  expressing 
optimism  about  the  future  of  the  human 
race  despite  the  threat  of  nuclear 
weapons.  He  said:  “God  is  not  going  to 
allow  the  human  race  to  destroy  itself 
...  As  man  stands  ready  to  throw  the 
bombs  at  each  other  that  can  bring  about 
the  genocide  of  the  human  race,  God  will 
intervene.” 

“In  context.”  Dr.  Graham  was 
affirming  his  hope  and  trust  that  the 
Kingdom  of  God  will  ultimately  reign 
upon  the  earth.  We  share  this  hope  and 
trust.  We  believe  his  choice  of  words  was 
most  unfortunate,  however,  as  was  the 
fact  that  all  news  accounts  we  have  seen 
quoted  his  comments  “out  of  context.” 

On  both  biblical  and  practical  grounds 
we  have  profound  difficulties  with  Dr. 
Graham’s  imagery  that  “God  won’t 
allow  humanity  to  destroy  itself.  ” 

The  God  who  reveals  Himself  to  us 
through  the  Scriptures  created  human 
beings  and  gave  us  both  instructions  how 
to  live  and  the  freedom  to  make  our  own 
decisions.  In  the  words  of  the  Psalmist, 
“Thou  hast  given  him  (man)  dominion 
over  the  works  of  thy  hands;  thou  hast 
put  all  things  under  his  feet ...” 

The  history  of  humankind  has  been 
marked  by  God’s  revelation,  by  human 
sin,  and  by  God’s  call  to  repentance, 
divine  judgment,  and  forgiveness. 
Seldom,  however,  has  God  chosen  to 
“intervene”  to  prevent  human  folly  from 
resulting  in  human  destruction.  Genesis 
tells  of  Adam  and  Eve  having  to  face  the 
consequences  of  their  disobedience  and 
of  nearly  all  of  humanity  being  wiped  out 
by  a  flood  because  of  its  wickedness.  In 
the  New  Testament,  God  did  not 
“intervene”  even  to  prevent  the  death  of 
His  own  Son  from  those  who  sought  to 
destroy  Him.  Nor  has  He  stopped 
countless  instances  of  human  self- 
destructiveness  since  then.  God  simply 
has  not  revealed  Himself  to  us  as  one  who 
would  take  back  the  freedom  of  choice 
which  He  instilled  as  a  basic  charac¬ 
teristic  of  human  life. 

On  practical  grounds,  speculations 
from  our  nation’s  best-known  preacher 
that  *  ’God  is  not  going  to  allow  the  human 
race  to  destroy  itself”  could  serve  to 
increase  the  probability  of  just  such  an 
occurrence.  Persons  who  sincerely 
believe  such  an  “interventionist” 
theology  could  easily  engage  in  increas¬ 
ingly  reckless  nuclear  brinksmanship  on 
the  premise  that  “God  won’t  let  us 
destroy  ourselves.” 

Nuclear  weapons  are  themselves  one 
result  of  the  creativity  God  instilled  in 
human  beings.  People  leading  hipian 

'Poland’s  Agony 

When  Poland  cried  for  Bread  and  Peace 
And  from  Oppression  sought  release 
Her  puppet  leaders  turned  their  aim 
To  squelch  their  freedom,  0  what  shame! 

Poland’s  prayer  for  Peace  and  Bread 
Brought  tanks  and  armored  kin  instead 
Their  martyr  prayer  again  was  heard 
“Long  live  freedom”  around  the  world. 

The  soul  of  man  u'as  freedom  planned 
All  who  deny  do  countermand 
And  all  who  would  defenders  kill 
But  work  against  the  Planner’s  will. 

As  long  the  martyr’s  prayer  is  heard 
For  freedom’s  cause,  all  round  the  world 
All  ghettoed  and  oppressed  men 
Take  heart  and  marshal  once  again.- 

To  gain  for  all  the  Planner’s  will 
That  peace  shall  rein:  “To  man 
goodwill !  ” 

Leroy  H.  Klaus 
Lakeland,  Minnesota 
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governments  have  pointed  these  and 
thousands  of  other  lethal  weapons  at  one 
another.  We  have  every  confidence  — 
and  fear  —  that  humanity  could  be 
destroyed  by  the  nuclear  weapons 
already  in  place.  All  that  stands  between 
us  and  the  destruction  of  the  human  race 
is  the  pushing  of  a  few  buttons.  We  have 
no  doubt  that  God  will  let  it  happen  if  the 
humans  who  control  the  buttons  should 
so  decide. 

The  way  in  which  God  “intervenes”  is 
not  chiefly  by  miraculous  bypassing  of 
His  own  laws  but  through  the  lives  of 
human  beings  who  seek  to  exercise 
dominion  over  the  earth  in  ways  which 
are  obedient  to  God’s  revealed 
intentions. 

One  such  effort  by  Christians  to 
describe  and  enhance  the  conditions 
needed  to  prevent  a  nuclear  holocaust 
are  spelled  out  in  a  resolution  adopted  by 
United  Methodism’s  1980  General 
Conference:  “If  humanity  is  to  move  out 
of  this  period  of  futility  and  constant 
peril,  the  search  for  new  weapons 
systems  must  be  halted  through  compre¬ 
hensive  international  agreements. 
Moreover,  disarmament  negotiations 
should  include  all  nations  with 
substantial  armaments  systems.  The 
vast  stockpiles  of  nuclear  bombs  and 
conventional  weapons  must  be 
dismantled  under  international 
supervision,  and  the  resources  being 
used  for  arms  must  be  diverted  to 
programs  designed  to  affirm  life  rather 
than  destroy  it.” 

We  believe  the  will  of  God  for 
humankind  is  much  more  likely  to  be 
accomplished  by  His  people  engaging  in 
efforts  to  exercise  this  type  of  dominion 
over  the  creation  entrusted  to  us  than  by 
our  wistfully  relying  on  some  mystical 
intervention  to  save  us  from  self- 
destruction. 

To  his  credit,  Billy  Graham  in  other 
public  statements  has  also  advocated 
similar  steps  as  a  means  of  lessening  the 
danger  of  nuclear  holocaust.  We  only 
wish  those  statements  could  be  as  widely 
published  and  read  as  his  “God  will 
intervene”  statements. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Jim  Corder 


By  JIM  W.  CORDER 
I’ve  been  called  a  number  of  things 
that  I  took  to  be  uncomplimentary.  The 
young  man  on  the  back  of  whose  head  I 
broke  my  nose  in  a  collision  at  first  base 
all  those  years  ago  in  high  school  was 
uncommonly  colorful  in  his  address  to 
me.  A  certain  Lieutenant  Jackson, 
somewhat  later,  was  consistently  depre¬ 
catory,  but  nearly  always  dull  in  his 
accounts  of  my  character  and  behavior. 
Others  —  who  have  not  been  able  to  know 
how  dear,  bright,  and  cuddly  I’m  likely  to 
be  —  have  been  sometimes,  imaginative, 
sometimes  repetitious  in  their  denun¬ 
ciations,  their  remarks  calling  God’s 
doom  down  on  me,  or  classifying  me  with 
animal  or  anatomical  imagery. 

I  never  expected,  how- 
ever,  to  be  called  a  “sec¬ 
ular  humanist." 

I  don’t  guess  I  knew 
I  was  one,  in  the  first 
place. 

In  the  second  place, 

I  don’t  guess  I  ever  ex¬ 
pected  anyone  to  think  of  calling  some¬ 
one  else  a  “secular  humanist”  in  ordinary 
conversation.  I’m  more  than  a  little 
surprised  that  the  term  ever  got  to  be 
common,  much  less  vituperative. 

Yet  the  phrase  has  become  common. 
Particularly  in  the  last  year  or  so,  I  think 
I  have  not  seen  or  heard  the  phrase  used 
by  people  who  might  accurately  be  called 
“secular  humanists”  as  a  way  if  identi¬ 
fying  themselves.  Instead,  the  phrase  is 
almost  invariably  used  as  if  in  condem¬ 
nation  of  the  pursuit  of  false  gods  and  the 
practice  of  subversion,  if  not  heresy. 

Occasionally,  it  appears  to  be  enough 
for  those  so  minded  to  charge  those  they 
disapprove  with  mere  “humanism,”  but 
if  the  judges  are  severe  and  passionate 
and  the  sins  to  be  denounced  are  scarlet, 
then  the  amperage  and  magnitude  are 
increased  with  the  addition  of  the 
modifier,  “secular.” 

The  phrase  seems  to  be  used  in  attack 
most  often  by  those  who  seem  surest  they 
are  right  about  most  things.  Wray 
Herbert,  in  a  report  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  the 
Humanities,  reports  that  beginning  in 
1978:  “The  religious  Right  has  since 


launched  a  systematic  attack  — 
spearheaded  by  die  Moral  Majority  —  on 
what  it  calls  ‘secular  humanism,’  a 
heretical  and  morally  destructive  philo¬ 
sophy,  Fundamentalists  claim,  that  is 
being  taught  in  the  schools,  colleges,  and 
universities  and  through  the  media.” 

Tim  LaHaye,  in  his  book,  “The  Battle 
for  the  Mind”  argues  that  275,000  secular 
humanists  have  “conspired  to  control 
public  debate  in  the  United  States.”  His 
long  list  of  “secular  humanist”  organi¬ 
zations  includes  all  public  schools, 
colleges  and  universities,  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  government 
bureaucrats,  all  unions,  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  Ford,  Carnegie,  and 
Rockefeller  Foundations. 

Title  of  denunciation 

Among  some  groups,  the  phrase 
"secular  humanism”  has  become  a 
standard,  non-controversial  form  of 
denunciation.  If  one  is  of  a  particular 
kind  of  attitudinal  persuasion,  it  appears, 
then  one  can  without  examination  or 
debate  denounce  certain  kinds  of  dissi¬ 
dents  as  "secular  humanists”  and  expect 
the  judgment  to  signify  wickedness  and 
corruption.  (Unfortunately,  recent 
attacks  on  “humanism”  and 
“humanists”  have  often,  in  confusion, 
included  denunciation  or  repudiation  of 


the  “humanities,”  the  distinction 
apparently  making  no  impression  on  the 
attackers,  many  of  whom  in  fact  take 
issue  with  the  humanities  as  well  as  with 
humanism.) 

But  “humanism”  isn’t  a  dirty  word, 
even  if  it  is  preceded  by  the  dreaded 
modifier,  “secular.” 

For  that  matter,  it  seems  pretty  silly  to 
me  to  attribute  class  names  either  to 
others  or  to  oneself.  If  you  label  all 
members  of  some  group  with  a  class 
name,  just  as  sure  as  taxes  some 
maverick  in  the  group  will  turn  up  who 
doesn’t  fit,  and  there  you  are.  If  you  label 
yourself  (choose  any  label  —  humanist, 
linguist,  biologist,  anarchist,  member  of 
the  Moral  Majority),  then  just  as  sure  as 
taxes  someone  wiser  will  show  up  and 
point  out  your  failure  to  measure  up  to 
the  standards  of  the  class  label.  It  seems7 
at  any  rate,  a  vain  and  prideful  thing  to 
attribute  to  oneself  a  class  name,  and 
besides,  I’d  always  thought  that  it  was 
probably  better  to  be  found  moral  than  it 
is  to  call  oneself  moral. 

The  term  “humanism,”  even  with  its 
modifier  “secular”  doesn’t  seem  to  me  to 
signal  anything  all  that  scary.  I  don’t 
know  that  I  fit  the  category.  I’d  about  as 
soon,  in  fact,  not  fit  any  category.  Some 
humanists  reject  tlje  supernatural  in  any 
form.  I  probably  don’t  belong  with  them. 
I’ve  seen  children  grow  and  people  love 
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I  W/SH  SEV£N - 
YEAR-PIPS  PIPN'T 
ASK  SO  MANY 
QUESTIONS 


We  are  not  created  to  be  passive  observers 


To  the  Editor: 

Perhaps  few  letters  will  provoke 
more  controversy  than  Mr.  Schermer- 
horn’s  observation  that  hunger  is  with  us 
until  God  sees  fit  to  intercede  (UMR 
Letters,  Jan.  22). 

Its  logic  appears  unassailable  and  has 
been  used  by  demagogues  and  by  insensi¬ 
tive  persons  for  centuries:  God  made 
things  this  way.  Since  it  is  His  design,  it 
must  be  proper  and  in  any  case,  if  God  is 
supreme,  it  cannot  be  changed.  The 
clinching  argument  always  becomes 
“Who  are  we  to  question  God’s  wisdom 
and  judgment?” 

Those  bent  upon  preserving  the  status 
quo,  those  who  feel  they  have  an 
advantage  they  must  protect  hurl  this 
question  at  anyone  who  would  extend 
God’s  mercy  to  persons  outside  a  given 
social,  political  or  racial  set.  It  was  used 
with  great  effectiveness  by  racists:  “God 
made  us  different,  didn’t  HE?”  — 
smugly  sidestepping  the  real  issue.  We 
glory  in  God’s  making  us  different;  we 
deplore  one  group’s  exploitation  of  that 
difference. 

It  will  come  as  a  shock  to  Mr. 
Schermerhom  when  he  realizes  that  God 

My  Witness 

Male  or  female 
is  not  important 
characteristic 

By  T.  F.  FELTZ 

A  few  years  ago  in  our  small  rural 
church  we  had  a  woman  minister,  a 
woman  Sunday  school  superintendent 
and  almost  all  of  the  Sunday  school 
teachers  were  women.  If  there  was  any 
disgruntlement  felt  among  the  congre¬ 
gation,  little  or  none  surfaced  and  not  one 
member  stayed  away  in  protest  of  an  all¬ 
feminist  organization 
We  know  that  God  is.  And  that  God  is 
love,  all  just  and  merciful.  After  reading 
and  studying  the  Bible  I  know  that  God  is 
the  Creator,  Ruler  of  the  Universe, 
eternal,  all-powerful,  Supreme  Being, 
Almighty.  God  is  God,  Lord  of  lords  — 
the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever. 

I  think  as  Christians  we  should  set  our 
sights  on  higher  things,  walk  as  Paul 
said,  in  newness  of  life,  and  not  let  trivial 
matters  obscure  our  Christian  horizons. 
We  should  not  worry  and  fret  about 
something  being  all  feminine  or  all 
masculine. 

A  serious  threat  to  our  religious  beliefs 
and  practice  today  I  believe  is  indif¬ 
ference.  Complacency  and  self-satis¬ 
faction  go  a  long  way  toward  retardation 
of  spiritual  growth.  We  need  to  be  jolted 
out  of  our  complacency  and  to  replace 
our  anemic  efforts  with  greater  strides 
toward  living  more  fully  Christian  lives. 
And  we  need  to  get  with  the  business  of 
working  out  our  own  salvation  with  God’s 
help. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  T.  F.  Feltz 
ofMillersville,  Missouri. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness."  The  Reporter.  P.O.  Box 221076. 
Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


has  intervened  on  behalf  of  the  poor,  the 
disadvantaged,  the  exploited  in  our 
world  —  by  creating  Mr.  Schermerhom ! 

Mr.  Schermerhom  was  never  created 
to  be  a  passive  observer  of  the  human 
condition.  He  was  made  in  God’s  own 
image;  his  stony  heart  was  replaced  by  a 
heart  of  flesh  and  God’s  only  Son  lived 
and  died  to  redeem  him.  Cain’s  question: 
“Am  I  my  Brother’s  keeper?”  has  been 
always  answered  emphatically  “Yes!” 

It  is  the  genius  of  Charles  Dickens  that 
every  reader  knows  almost  at  the  outset 
that  the  poverty  and  disease  affecting  the 
Bob  Cratchit  family  —  indeed  ignorance 
and  want  throughout  the  entire  world  — 
is  the  responsibility  of  Mr.  Scrooge.  The 
suspense,  the  pathos,  and  the  judgment 
lie  in  watching  the  stages  by  which  this 
truth  comes  home  to  Mr.  Scrooge! 

E.  Gene  Lynch 
Morristown,  Tennessee 
Question  is  whether  we 
will  obey  God’s  command 
To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciate  Gerald  Schermerhorn’s 
letter  headlined  “Hunger  is  with  us  until 
God  sees  fit  to  intercede”  in  the  Jan.  22 
issue  of  the  Reporter  in  which  he  under¬ 
lines  God’s  omnipotence  in  controlling 
the  world  hunger  problem. 

I  would  add  in  balance  that  God 
chooses  to  limit  the  exercise  of  His  omni¬ 
potence  in  order  to  cause  us  fully  to 
reflect  His  image,  for  we  are  like  Him  in 
being  free  to  make  choices  and  are 
responsible  for  the  effects  stemming 
from  our  choices.  Inasmuch  as  “all  have 
sinned  and  fall  short  of  the  glory  of  God" 
we,  with  our  forebears,  are  responsible 
for  the  poor  stewardship  resulting  in 
world  hunger.  “Then  God  said,  Let  us 
make  man  in  our  image,  after  our 
likeness:  and  let  them  have  dominion  .  .  . 
over  all  the  earth." 

Because  God’s  love  and  goodwill  are 
well  known  to  His  people,  the  question  is 
not  whether  God  desires  hunger  and 
starvation,  but  rather  whether  we  will 
obey  His  clear  commands  to  imitate  Him 
and  be  merciful  to  the  needy. 
Empowered  by  His  grace,  we  need  to  put 
our  energies  toward  righting  obvious 
wrongs,  including  world  hunger. 

Don  M.  Crary 
San  Diego,  California 
God  does  care 
about  hunger 
To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Gerald  Schermerhom  from  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Florida,  recently  wm*e  in  a 
"Letter  to  the  Editor"  headlined 
“Hunger  is  with  us  until  God  sees  fit  to 
intercede”  (UMR,  Jan.  22)  stating  that 
hunger  would  only  be  solved  when  God 
decides  to  intercede  and  that  “He  can 
eliminate  starvation  by  a  mere  spoken 
word  if  He  deems  it  necessary  as  an 
alternative.” 

I  suggest  to  Mr.  Schermerhom  that 
God  has  already  spoken  that  word.  The 
word  is:  “Feed  my  sheep"  recorded  in 
John  21: 17. 

Larry  Miller 
Alexandria,  Louisiana 

Editorial  page  praised, 

u  ith  one  exception 

To  the  LUitor. 

I  have  often  expressed  the  opinion  that 
too  often  we  fail  to  express  gratitude,  to 
say  “thank  you,"  to  tell  others  the  job 
was  “well  done."  So  I  must  practice  what 
I  preach ! 


Thank  you  for  the  entire  editorial  page 
of  the  Jan.  22  issue!  The  page  (with  the 
only  exception  the  Letter  to  the  Editor  on 
world  hunger),  spoke  to  me  on  many 
issues  in  challenging  and  pertinent  ways. 
The  two  editorials,  on  sharing  faith 
experiences  in  worship  services,  and  on 
the  ‘Condensed’  Bible,  were  both  well- 
done.  The  first  did  an  excellent  job  of 
defining  such  worship  opportunities,  as 
well  as  giving  alternative  ways  it  may  be 
done.  The  second  compared  very 
succinctly  what  certainly  seems  to  be  the 
attitudes  of  biblical  fundamentalists  and 
inerrantists  toward  the  Reader’s  Digest 
condensation  and  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  experimental  Bible  lectionary. 

As  if  this  wasn’t  enough  to  be  pleased 
with  on  the  page,  “My  Witness”  and 
“Here  I  Stand”  were  cogent,  well-written 
contributions. 

But  to  have  all  but  one  of  the  Letters  to 
the  Editor  express  views  so  comparable 
to  mine  was  certainly  icing  on  my  cake! 
It  is  so  refreshing  to  read  a  letter  that 
approves  the  United  Methodist  leaders, 
and  when  C.  Beth  Torrance  wrote  “I 
applaud  ...  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society”  I 
had  to  write  my  thanks.  Those  of  us  who 
are  doing  our  best  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  by  serving  on  such  Boards 
appreciate  such  understanding  being 
expressed  in  print.  We  do  not  shun 
negative  criticism,  and  try  to  learn  from 
it  if  it  is  given  so  that  we  can,  but  positive 
words  are  certainly  a  pleasure,  and  a 
rare  one! 

Bernice  S.  Smith 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

Altar  call  gives  people 

a  chance  to  express  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

I  can  not  believe  your  Jan.  22  editorial 
said:  “Mainline  Protestant  churches,  for 
the  most  part,  don’t  have  altar  calls  any 
more.  In  years  past,  altar  calls  came  to 
be  associated  with  emotional  manipu¬ 
lation  and  excesses,  and  such  practices 
are  just  as  well  left  to  the  past.” 

I  would  ask,  what  in  Heaven’s  name  is 
the  purpose  of  the  church’s  worship 
service?  Most  Christians  have  found  for¬ 
giveness  of  sin  and  a  new  experience 
with  Jesus  at  a  church  altar.  I  hope  the 
UMC  is  still  a  “mainline  Protestant 
church,"  and  I  pray  that  those  who  do  not 
have  an  altar  time  will  start  one  and  give 
their  members  an  opportunity  publicly  to 
express  faith  in  Christ. 

Harold  Nixon 
Abilene,  Texas 

Child’s  account  of  pet’s 

death  aided  ‘faith -sharing’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  type  of  “faith-sharing”  discussed 
in  your  editorial  of  Jan.  22  has  been  a 
part  of  the  worship  of  each  church  that  I 
have  served  for  the  past  15  years.  I  can 
certainly  affirm  the  gift  it  has  been  for 
those  congregations. 

One  church  where  I  introduced  this 
practice  had  a  little  trouble  getting  hold 
of  it  until  the  morning  that  one  of  the 
children  stood  to  share  the  death  of  his 
pet  turtle.  His  entrusting  the  community 
of  faith  with  his  experience  of  this  very 
significant  moment  in  his  life  enabled  us 
all  to  discover  a  whole  new  dimension  of 
our  life  together. 

John  Price 
Norman,  Oklahoma 


Being  United  Methodist 
does  not  mean  ‘pro-ERA’ 

To  the  Editor: 

From  the  contents  of  the  last  several 
issues  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
it  would  seem  that  being  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  is  equivalent  to  being  pro-ERA. 

I  am  a  United  Methodist  and  I  am 
definitely  not  pro-ERA.  I  am  also  sure 
there  are  many  other  United  Methodist 
women,  who,  like  myself,  do  not  think  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  is  the  way  to 
accomplish  equality. 

Please  do  not  assume  that  you  speak 
for  all  United  Methodist  women,  or  even 
a  majority  of  us,  just  because  a 
committee  somewhere  decided  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  should  take  a  stand 
for  ERA.  Laura  McClure 

Union,  Missouri 

Children  are  precious 

To  the  Editor: 

Are  the  anti-abortionists  really  “pro¬ 
life”  as  they  say?  It  appears,  after  rea¬ 
soning,  that  they  are  not.  Illegal  abortions 
were  a  leading  cause  of  maternal  death 
before  the  1973  Supreme  Court  decision. 

If  abortion  is  outlawed  again,  more 
women  will  die:  our  friends,  our  sisters, 
our  daughters. 

And  what  of  the  child?  Anti-abortion- 
ists  guarantee  a  child  nothing  but  a  mind 
and  a  body  —  not  always  healthy  ones.  A 
“pro-choice”  system  allows  a  child  the 
chance  to  be  born  wanted,  loved,  and 
cared  for.  Our  church  knows  that  chil¬ 
dren  are  too  precious  to  be  mistakes. 

Mary  Campbell 
San  Mateo,  California  Worth.  Texas. 


and  so  am  perfectly  glad  to  believe  in 
magic  in  this  world  and  out.  Beyond  that, 
I’m  inclined  not  to  talk  publicly  about  my 
religious  beliefs.  People  tend  to  look  at  a 
person  peculiarly  if  they  discover  that  he 
thinks  God  lives  on  top  of  the  Double 
Mountains  in  West  Texas,  so  I’ll  just 
quietly  be  my  own  priest,  thank  you. 

Otherwise,  the  term  “humanism" 
taken  alone  signifies  a  variety  of 
honorable  things,  depending  upon  how 
one  defines  it  and  what  context  one 
locates  for  it.  To  be  a  “humanist,”  for 
example,  could  mean  to  associate  oneself 
with  the  great  scholar-thinkers  of  the 
Renaissance  to  whom  the  modern  world 
owes  both  its  modernity  and  its  precious 
connections  with  the  past.  It  also  could 
mean  to  accociate  oneself  with  the  distin¬ 
guished  line  of  Christian  humanists  that 
includes  T.  S.  Eliot  and  others. 

What  more  could  one  ask? 

I’m  glad  enough  simply  to  take  the 
term  at  its  most  literal  level,  where  it 
signifies  “the  character  and  quality  of 
being  human.”  What  more  could  one  ask, 
even  if  one  wishes  to  preserve  a  religious 
context  at  all  times?  We  are  “fearfully 
and  wonderfully  made,”  the  Psalmist 
says;  we  are  “the  marvelous  works  of 
God.”  We  have  all  reason  to  celebrate 
our  own  “humanism”  in  the  literal  sense 
I  have  suggested: 

“ When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the 
work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and  the 
stars  which  thou  has  ordained; 

What  is  man  that  thou  are  mindful  of 
him ?  and  the  son  of  man,  that  thou 
visitest  him ? 

For  thou  has  made  him  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels,  and  has  crowned  him 
with  glory  and  honour. 

Thou  madest  him  to  have  dominion 
over  the  works  of  thy  hands;  thou  has  put 
all  things  under  his  feet: 

All  sheep  and  oxen,  yea,  and  the  beasts 
of  the  field; 

The  fowl  of  the  air.  and  the  fish  of  the 
sea,  and  whatsoever  passeth  through  the 
seas."  (Psalm  8) 

And  Christians  make  the  most  striking 
claim  of  all  for  “the  character  and  qual¬ 
ity  of  being  human”  when  they  worship 
.  God  become  man  to  act  specifically  in 
history,  thence  forever. 

As  for  the  modifier,  “secular,”  I  find 
no  shame  in  that,  either.  Taken  literally, 
it  means  “of  or  pertaining  to  this  world 
or  the  present  life,  temporal,  worldly.” 
The  protestations  of  those  who  are  vain 
and  public  about  their  piety  notwith¬ 
standing,  none  of  us  anywhere  has  any 
claim  to  be  otherwise.  We  are  of  this 
world,  and  temporal,  regardless  of  what 
we  may  wish  to  proclaim  in  some 
prideful  posturing.  We  are  secular; 
whatever  our  yearnings. 

I  can  understand,  I  think,  the  threat 
that  something  called  “secular 
humanism”  might  pose  to  any  whb  heed 
a  clear-cut,  good  guys/bad  guys  picture 
of  the  world  to  carry  around  for  comfort. 
However,  if  I’m  allowed  to  have  my 
definition,  the  phrase  “secular 
humanism”  can  be  taken  as  a  way  of 
naming  our  hope  for  being  fully  human  — 
not  more  than  human,  which  we  can’t  be, 
not  less  than  human,  which  means 
becoming  animals  or  things. 

All  we  can  be  is  human,  and  always 
secular.  We  are,  Alexander  Pope  says, 
“Placed  on  this  isthmus  of  a  middle 
state,”  beings  who  are  “darkly  wise  and 
rudely  great."  “Bom  to  die,  and  reasoning 
but  to  err,”  we  are,  Pope  goes  on:  “Cre¬ 
ated  half  to  rise  and  half  to  fall; /Great 
lord  of  all  things,  yet  a  prey  to  all.” 

In  this  world  we  are,  regardless  of  the 
name  we  claim,  responsible  for 
ourselves.  In  this  world,  we  are:  “Sole 
judge  of  Truth,  in  endless  Error  hurl’d;/ 
The  glory,  jest,  and  riddle  of  the  world!" 
And  isn’t  that  a  wondrous  marvel? 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor  is  Jim  Corder,  a  member  of  St. 
Stephen  Presbyterian  Church  in  Fort 


Books 

About  Special  Ministries 


Cokesbury 


For  books  with  in-depth  information  about 
special  ministries,  come  to  Cokesbury! 
Here  are  three  examples: 

The  Basic  Encyclopedia  for  Youth  Min¬ 
istry,  by  Dennis  C.  Benson  and  Bill  Wolfe. 
Drawn  from  experience,  this  is  indeed  a 
basic  encyclopedia.  Each  entry  stands  by 
itself  and  deals  with  day-by-day  problems. 
Group  Books.  G20-082215.  $15.05 

The  Church's  Growing  Edge:  Single 
Adults,  by  Russell  Claussen.  Explains  how 
to  find  and  reach  out  to  the  singles  in  your 
church  and  community.  Good,  direct  infor¬ 
mation  for  starting  a  singles  ministry 
project.  Pilgrim  Press.  1/01-887788. 
Paper.  $4.95 

Older  Volunteers  in  Church  and  Commu¬ 
nity,  by  Paul  B.  Moves.  How  to  develop  a 
program  that  will  productively  use  the 
talents  of  older  persons  and  help  them  fulfill 
their  need  for  a  significant  role  in  minis¬ 
tries.  Includes  how  to  plan,  recruit,  train, 
motivate,  and  much  more.  Judson. 

J03  069856.  Paper.  $6.95 
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1910  Main  Street  •  Box  298  •  Dallas.  TX  75221 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
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Church  fire: 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  a  vivid  eye¬ 
witness  account  of  one  major  United 
Methodist  church  fire.  Of  the  estimated 
$750,000  in  damages,  some  $540,000  was 
covered  under  the  United  Methodist 
Local  Church  Insurance  Program.  San 
Francisco  fire  officials  blamed  the  fire 
on  an  electrical  wiring  short  in  the  church 
basement. 

By  MARJORIE  D.  MARTIN 
Special  to  the  Reporter 
There  is  a  message  that  no  Christian 
ever  wishes  to  hear:  “Come  quickly,  we 
need  your  help.  The  church  is  on  fire.” 

Sunday  morning  at  4  a.m.Oct.  11, 1981, 
in  San  Francisco,  Trinity  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  was  on  fire. 

The  fire,  at  first  thought  to  have  been 


started  by  an  arsonist,  began  in  the 
basement  on  the  stage  of  the  Eureka 
Theater.  (The  basement  was  rented  to 
the  Eureka  Theater  Co.  to  help  meet  the 
church  budget. )  The  fire  burned  upward 
through  the  ceiling  into  the  sanctuary, 
fed  on  the  altar  and  choir  loft  fur¬ 
nishings,  then  crept  up  the  walls  to  the 
ceiling.  The  fire  burned  through  the  lath 
and  plaster  ceiling  into  the  rafters  until 
the  entire  roof  collapsed  into  the  sanc¬ 
tuary. 

Sunday  was  to  have  been  the  busiest 
day  of  the  year  for  Trinity:  a  men’s  club 
breakfast  at  8:30  a.m.,  Sunday  School  at 
9:30  a.m.,  then  morning  worship  service 
at  11,  and  the  marriage  of  Elaine  March 
and  Allen  Steinmetz  at  4  p.m. 

Over  400  people  were  expected  to  at- 


UM  church  insurance 
includes  fire  coverage 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Local  Church  In¬ 
surance  Program  is  well  into  its  tenth 
year,  and  officials  don’t  care  if  they 
never  have  another  year  like  1981 ! 

It  was  the  all-time  worst  year  in  num¬ 
ber  of  claims  paid  and  in  severity  of  in¬ 
dividual  losses. 

Two  fire  losses  topped  $1  million  each, 
with  the  worst  the  $1.5  million  loss  at 
First  UMC  in  Oakland,  Calif.  And  the  21 
major  church  fire  losses  for  the  year 
totaled  almost  $6.5  million,  or  an  average 
of  over  $300,000  per  loss. 

There  is  no  danger  that  the  program 
will  fold.  Officials  just  hope  that  the  loss 
experience  will  “cool  off,”  so  to  speak, 
for  awhile. 

The  program  dates  to  approval  by  the 
1972  General  Conference.  That  was  only 
a  decade  ago  on  the  calendar  but  a  very 
different  era  in  the  insurance  business 
because  many  local  churches  were 
having  a  hard  time  securing  insurance. 

The  program’s  founding  purpose  was 
to  guarantee  that  any  local  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  could  get  coverage,  re¬ 
gardless  of  its  location  or  type  of  con¬ 
struction.  That  is  one  basic  precept  of  the 
program.  Another  is  that  rates  are  based 
on  church-wide  averages. 

Three  other  basic  concepts  distinguish 
the  program,  believed  to  be  unique  among 
American  religious  denominations. 

The  underwriter,  the  Atlantic  Mutual 
Insurance  Co.  of  New  York,  has  paid 
back  more  than  $6  million  in  dividends  to 
United  Methodist  policyholder  churches. 

Thqse  policyholder  churches,  in  turn, 
have  the  option  to  assign  all  or  any  part 
of  their  dividend  to  the  United  Methodist 


General  Insurance  Trust.  This  trust  is 
administered  by  the  program’s  denomi¬ 
national  sponsor,  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

The  trust,  in  turn,  awards  cash  grants 
to  United  Methodist  churches  all  across 
the  country  to  help  them  reduce  their 
risk  of  fire  or  other  hazards.  In  1980  and 
again  in  1981  nearly  $50,000  was  plowed 
back  in  those  grants. 

And  Atlantic  Mutual  has  a  “safety 
award”  program  for  participating  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  local  churches.  Any  local 
church  which  completes  an  authorized 
“safety  check  list”  and  files  it  with  the 
national  program  office  is  eligible  for  an 
all-purpose  fire  extinguisher.  This  may 
be  repeated  each  six  months  until  the 
church  has  one  bonus  fire  extinguisher 
for  each  6,000  square  feet  of  floor  area. 

The  program  covers  some  6,000  United 
Methodist  churches  out  of  the  approxi¬ 
mately  30,000  eligible.  Informally  the 
goal  is  to  add  1,000  policyholder  churches 
per  year,  but  no  timeline  has  been  set  to 
capture  the  entire  market. 

But,  predicts  the  assistant  adminis¬ 
trator  for  the  national  program,  the  time 
may  come  when  United  Methodist  local 
churches  will  be  glad  they  can  turn  to 
their  own  program  for  guaranteed 
coverage. 

“Insurance  is  a  very  cyclical 
business,”  according  to  Michael  E. 
Toner  of  the  program’s  national  broker, 
the  Frank  B.  Hall  Co.  “Right  now  in¬ 
surance  companies  are  making  so  much 
money  on  their  investment  portfolios 
that  they  can  afford  to  cut  premiums  to 
the  bone  and  be  very  competitive.  But  if 
interest  rates  ever  drop  and  premium 
rates  go  back  up,  watch  out .  .  .” 


UM  leaders  outraged 
over  Salvador  policy 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  U.S.  government’s 
seeming  lack  of  concern  over  reports,  of 
human  rights  violations  in  El  Salvador 
evoked  outrage  from  United  Methodist 
leaders  here  last  week. 

They  expressed  amazement  that  the 
Reagan  administration  could  speak  so 
forcefully  against  the  repression  in 
Poland  and  yet  declare  a  virtual  clean 
bill  of  health  for  the  government  of  El 
Salvador.  Nearly  all  sources  other  than 
the  U.S.  State  Department,  they  said,  are 
chronicling  atrocities  committed  by  El 
Salvador’s  military. 

The  UMC’s  Joint  Panel  on  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs  here  sent  a  letter  to 
President  Reagan  repeating  the  1980 
General  Conference’s  demand  that  U.S. 
military  aid  to  El  Salvador  cease. 

Whereas  a  few  hundred  alleged 
dissidents  have  been  jailed  without 
charge  and  a  few  dozen  workers  have 
been  killed  under  Poland’s  martial  law, 
thousands  of  civilians  have  been 
murdered  by  El  Salvador’s  military  this 
year,  panel  members  explained. 


PERSONAL  GROWTH  RESOURCES 

A  unique  Christian  Business  sales  op¬ 
portunity.  Grow  spiritually  and  financially. 
Ph.  (800)  433-3324.  In  Texas  (800)  792-3293. 


CLASSIFIED 

POSITION  OPEN.  DCE  with  skills  in  Y.  A.  and  youth 
ministries.  January  1982.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resuine  to  First  UMC,  27th  and  Ferris,  Lawton,  OK, 
or  call  (405)  355-5204. 


1982  WORLD  S  FAIR,  May  1-Oct.  31.  Rent  an 
apartment  or  Smokey  Mtn.  chalet  convenient  to  the 
Fair  and  Gatlinburg.  Methodist  discount.  Free 
literature.  Sleeps  4-12.  Hurry!  Many  hotels  already 
booked.  Chamberlains,  4305  McCampbell  Ln., 
Knoxville,  TN  37918. 


FOR  SALE  —  Pew  racks  for  Bibles,  hymnals,  etc., 
with  extensions  for  communion  cups.  39  x  3-3/4  x  2 
inches.  Solid,  blonde  oak,  custom  built.  Up  to  247 
available.  Phone  (716)  271-1050. 


Claremont  Summer  in  the 
NORTHWEST 
Update  your  education 
with  courses  in  Preaching, 
Counseling,  Church  History, 
Religion  and  Culture. 

Near  Spokane,  WA- 
-June  28  to  July  9. 

Write  for  detailed  brochure: 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
1325  N.  College  Ave. 

Claremont,  CA  9171 1 


And  while  the  Reagan  administration 
has  imposed  economic  sanctions  against 
Poland,  it  has  just  announced  an 
executive  order  releasing  another  $55 
million  in  military  and  economic 
assistance  to  El  Salvador  the  panel 
complained.  With  the  administration’s 
announcement  came  the  administra¬ 
tion’s  finding  that  the  El  Salvador  gov¬ 
ernment  is  making  a  good  faith  effort 
on  human  rights. 

The  panel  includes  nearly  30  top  staff 
members  and  directors  from  the  General 
Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  Church 
and  Society. 

In  the  letter  to  the  President,  the  panel 
opposed  the  attitude  stated  by  Secretary 
of  State  Alexander  M.  Haig  Jr.  that 
“whatever  necessary”  will  be  done  to 
prevent  the  overthrow  of  the  present 
Salvadoran  government.  If  the  president 
really  is  willing  to  do  all  things,  the  letter 
said,  he  will  take  seriously  the  reports  in 
major  newspapers  about  atrocities  and 
he  will  press  for  political  negotiations 
between  the  ruling  junta  and  the 
revolutionary  parties. 

“The  real  issue  in  Central  America  is 
the  demand  for  political,  social  and 
economic  justice  by  the  people  of  that 
area.  Soviet  exploitation  is  not  the  basic 
probal  problem,”  the  letter  stated.  “U.S. 
actions  which  refuse  to  support  the 
demands  for  justice  can  only  end  in 
results  which  are  opposite  to  those  in¬ 
tended  or  desired  by  leaders  of  the  United 
States.” 

At  the  same  time,  United  Methodist 
officials  here  and  elsewhere  roundly 
denounced  the  martial  law  in  Poland. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  UM 
Council  of  Bishops,  meeting  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  called  on  the  U.S.  government  to 
“exert  every  reasonable  influence  and  to 
apply  every  political  and  economic 
measure  at  its  command”  to  aid  the 
Polish  people  in  achieving  “greater  self- 
determination  and  freedom.”  The 
bishops  also  urged  private  relief 
agencies  to  use  “supreme  vigilance”  to 
guarantee  that  supplies  not  be 
“subverted  to  the  interests  of  the 
repressive  regime.” 

Two  other  bishops  —  the  presidents  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Boards  of  Global 
Ministries  and  of  Church  and  Society  — 
dispatched  letters  to  the  heads  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  churches 
in  Poland  (See  UMR,  Feb.  5).  They 
communicated  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  solidarity  with  the  Polish 
Christians’  “courageous”  witness 
against  their  government’s  clampdown 
on  human  rights. 


‘Not  one  stained  glass 
window  remained’ 


tend  the  marriage  of  the  two  choir  mem¬ 
bers.  The  women’s  society  had 
decorated  the  church  with  flowers  and 
ribbons.  Cakes  were  baked;  refresh¬ 
ments  were  to  be  served  .  .  . 

Flames  skip  like  children 

Lay  Leaders  Byron  Hutchison  and 
Gene  Russell  arrived  at  the  church  while 
the  fire  was  still  burning.  On  the  second 
floor,  the  bright  orange  flames,  like  rib¬ 
bons  of  flickering  light  15,  20,  30  feet  in 
height,  skipped  from  Sunday  school  room 
to  Sunday  school  room  like  children  at 
play.  Flames  curled  out  through  broken 
windows,  up  the  orange  brick  facade  of 
the  building,  along  the  red  clay  tile  of  the 
eaves  of  the  roof  to  be  turned  into  gray, 
white  or  black  smoke  clouds  blown  east¬ 
ward  by  a  6  mph  breeze. 

Before  the  roof  collapsed,  the  Rev. 
Melvin  Sudderth  and  his  wife,  Gladys, 
arrived.  Firemen  on  the  sidewalk,  on  the 
top  of  pumper  trucks,  on  the  top  rung  of 
ladders  40  to  50  feet  in  the  air,  on  the  long 
white  crane  arm  basket  of  the  fire 
snorkel  were  pointing  the  nozzles  of  their 
fire  hoses,  shooting  streams  of  water  on 
the  fire  inside  the  church. 

Moments  later  the  roof  collapsed,  sen¬ 
ding  a  shower  of  orange  sparks,  cinders, 
flying  pieces  of  wood,  strips  of  roofing 
paper  50,  60,  70  feet  into  the  air.  With  the 
heat  and  hot  gases  dispersed  from  the 
building  into  the  night  air  and  the 
building  opened  so  that  water  from  the 
firemen’s  hoses  could  be  poured  directly 
on  the  flames  inside  the  sanctuary,  the 
turning  point  of  the  fire  was  soon 
reached.  Water  gushed  down  the  front 
steps  of  the  church  in  a  multi-stepped 
waterfall  six  inches  deep. 

‘How  is  the  church  organ?* 

Through  the  darkness,  the  church 
organist,  Louise  Childs,  approached. 
“The  organ,”  she  asked.  “How  is  the 
church  organ?” 

“Gone,”  said  a  fireman,  his  face 
blackened  with  soot.  “From  the  altar  rail 
back,  the  flooring  is  gone.  All  that  is  left 
is  a  hole  18  feet  across  and  30  feet  wide. 
The  organ  and  everything  else  has  fallen 
18  feet  into  the  basement  below.” 

“Please,”  Louise  implored,  clasping 
her  hands  together,  “see  if  you  can  find 
any  of  my  music.”  Hours  later,  through 
the  darkness,  across  the  width  of  Market 
Street,  a  fireman  carrying  a  stack  of 
charred,  scorched  paper  approached 
her.  Grinning  from  ear  to  ear,  he  lifted 
the  wet  top  pages  off  the  stack,  “See,”  he 
said,  “Music  underneath,  everything  is 
dry ;  only  the  edges  are  burned.  ” 


“Thank  you,”  Louise  said.  “Pray  that 
it  is  complete,  that  all  the  pages  and  the 
notes  are  there.  Perhaps  we  can  hang  it 
and  dry  it  that  way.” 

At  5:15  a.m.,  the  fire  was  declared  un¬ 
der  control  by  Fire  Chief  Andrew  Casper. 

Inside  the  sanctuary,  the  fallen  rafters 
covered  the  charred  wood  of  what  were 
once  hand-carved  pews.  Hot,  smoking 
and  smoldering,  the  steam  rising  slowly 
from  the  ashes,  the  floor  of  the  sanctuary 
was  covered  with  lengths  of  timbers, 
broken-back  pews  reduced  to  a  pile  of 
rubbish  two  feet  high.  The  charred  arm¬ 
rest  of  the  pews  standing  on  either  side 
of  the  center  aisle  looked  like  low-burnt 
blackened  tree  stumps. 

Over  the  choir  loft,  where  the  great 
round  James  Dunn  memorial  stained 
glass  window  of  the  seated  Jesus  and 
kneeling  disciple  had  been,  there  is  now 
only  a  round  charred  wooden  frame.  The 
plaster  wall  extends  upward  into  a  lat¬ 
tice-work  of  charred  two  by  fours  and 
burnt-through  redwood  siding.  All  paint, 
lath,  plaster  and  ornamental  paneling  is 
consumed  by  the  fire.  Ashes  have  been 
washed  down  through  a  gaping  18  by  30 
foot  hole  into  the  basement  by  the  force 
of  the  streams  of  water  from  the  fire¬ 
hoses. 

Every  glass  panel  is  broken 
Over  the  sanctuary,  only  a  few  charred 
timbers  criss-cross  what  was  once  the 
ceiling.  Every  pane  of  glass  in  the  church 
is  broken  by  the  intense  heat  of  the 
flames  or  by  the  force  of  the  fire  hoses. 
Not  one  stained  glass  window  remains. 
Twelve  feet  of  water  covers  the 
basement  area,  originally  built  to  house 
a  full  size  basketball  court,  plus  a  15  by  30 
foot  stage  and  a  full  sized  kitchen  20  by  25 
feet. 

Of  the  175-member  congregation,  75 
percent  are  senior  citizens.  August  had 
seen  completion  of  reconstruction  work 
on  the  church  tower,  bringing  the  tower 
up  to  the  San  Francisco  building  code 
earthquake  requirements.  Also  in  August 
the  $40,000  debt  was  almost  paid  off  and 
the  congregation  was  looking  forward  to 
enjoying  the  Christmas  holidays.  Then 
the  fire  struck. 

Besides  the  congregation  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  Eureka 
Theater  Company  and  the  Holy  Trinity 
Community  Church  (a  homosexual  church) 
rented  space  at  Trinity.  All  have  been 
displaced. 

“As  church  officials  say,  “We  plan  to 
have  Trinity  restored  in  ’84.”  That’s  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  founding  date  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 


The  cross  and  flame  take  on  new,  terrifying  meaning  in  this  dramatic  picture  of  last 
December’s  fire  at  Orient  (Iowa)  United  Methodist  Church.  The  75-year-old  frame 
structure  was  a  total  loss.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Catherine  Wood,  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  congregation  of  some  200  members  is  meeting  in  the  local  Masonic  Temple  until 
plans  to  rebuild  are  completed. 
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‘‘Live  in  harmony  with  communities ' 


Urban  churches  face  challenge 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

LOS  ANGELES  -  Nearly  100  United 
Methodist  ministers  and  laypersons  met 
here  Jan.  25-29  to  discuss  the  challenges 
of  urban  evangelism  in  the  1980s  —  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  inner  cities. 

They  met  in  the  nation’s  third  largest 
city  amid  reminders  that  many  church- 
related  social  service  programs  of  the 
1960s  and  70s  have  withered  from  lack  of 
funds  and  loss  of  enthusiasm. 

They  also  convened  amid  warnings 
that  the  Reagan  administration  will 
likely  cause  more  need  for  the  church’s 
urban  outreach  because  of  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  many  social  welfare  programs, 
leaving  the  church  to  take  up  the  slack 
and  provide  spiritual  support  as  well. 

The  consensus  was  that  the  way  to  re¬ 
develop  and  sustain  a  total  urban  ministry 
for  the  1980s  is  to  hang  tight  to  the  theo¬ 
logical  roots  of  the  local  church  and  to 
nurture  and  train  laity  for  new  ministries. 

Several  speakers  insisted  that 
“evangelism”  itself  must  be  defined 
before  the  challenge  of  urban  evangelism 
can  be  confronted. 


“Evangelism  is  the  interaction  between 
a  church  and  its  community,”  said  the 
Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones  who  heads  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
“As  church  families,  we  should  live  in 
harmony  with  our  communities.  No  one 
can  tell  exactly  how  to  do  it.  You  have  to 
be  creative,”  he  said. 

“The  community  in  turn  has  to  let  the 
church  know  where  it’s  hurting,  and  the 
church  has  to  be  willing  to  listen.  ” 

Laity,  clergy  have  roles 

Dr.  Jones  also  stressed  that  laity  and 
clergy  must  both  realize  their  respective 
roles  in  urban  ministry.  “The  laity 
should  be  working  in  the  community, 
one-on-one  with  people  and  their 
problems.  The  arena  for  clergy  is  in  the 
local  churches  to  help  nurture  laity  and 
prepare  them  spiritually  for  their  urban 
outreach,”  he  said. 

Minnesota  Area  Bishop  Emerson 
Colaw,  former  pastor  for  19  years  of  a 
major  urban  church,  Hyde  Park  UMC  in 
Cincinnati,  said  the  proper  attitude  about 
urban  outreach  is  to  bridge  the  oc¬ 
casional  gap  between  evangelism  and 
Christian  mandates.  “Evangelism  and 


theology  often  go  separate  ways,  and  the 
result  is  a  great  loss  for  both,”  said  the 
bishop.  “When  evangelism  —  the 
reaching  out  to  others  for  Christ’s  sake  — 
is  not  fertilized  and  fed  by  theology,  it 
becomes  just  a  stylized  performance. 
And  a  true  theology  has  to  have  an 
evangelistic  thrust.”  He  heralded  the 
many  gains  in  social  change  made  by 
church  activists  in  the  60s  and  70s  but 
lamented  that  the  theological  base  was 
sometimes  lacking. 

The  convocation  was  sponsored  by  the 
Los  Angeles  District,  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  and  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Ten  speakers  were  featured.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  morning  and  afternoon  ad¬ 
dresses,  several  workshops  highlighted 
key  issues  in  urban  evangelism  such  as 
new  church  development,  ethnic 
minority  issues,  and  social  justice.  Par¬ 
ticipants  also  visited  several  local 
churches  with  outstanding  urban  minis¬ 
try  programs. 

A  coordinator  of  the  convocation,  Dr. 
Ray  Sells  of  Discipleship’s  Section  on 
Evangelism,  took  Bishop  Colaw’s  “gap” 
message  a  step  further.  He  said  the 


Church,  community  join  forces 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
PATERSON,  N.J.  —  Ten  years  ago 
when  Melvin  and  Linda  Vance  came  to 
serve  Madison  Park-Epworth  UMC  here, 
they  found  a  dying  congregation  in  a 
racially-mixed  neighborhood  of  bitter 
unemployed  workers  and  their  families. 

The  Vances  have  helped  push  the 
congregation  arid  the  neighborhood  to 
join  forces  and  breathe  life  into  each 
other  in  what  they  feel  is  a  successful 
model  for  urban  evangelism. 

“When  we  came  to  Paterson  (pop. 
130,000,  20  miles  northwest  of  Newark)  in 
1971,  our  church  was  a  much  older 
cpngregregation,  all  white,  with  ac¬ 
tivities  geared  only  to  that  group,”  Mr. 
Vance  said.  ‘There  were  only  about  12 
kids  in  the  Sunday  school.” 

The  neighborhood’s  demography  was 
just  the  opposite.  It  was  working  class, 
racially  pluralistic  and  young.  “There 


The  Revs.  Melvin  and  Linda  Vance 
have  shown  a  congregation  and  a  com¬ 
munity  the  spirit  of  urban  evangelism. 


were  whites,  blacks,  Hispanics,  Turks 
and  Arabs,”  he  said.  The  major  industry 
in  Paterson  had  been  textiles,  but  many 
companies  were  moving  away,  and 
unemployment  grew. 

“Linda  was  a  public  school  teacher  un¬ 
til  she  went  to  seminary  in  1975,”  Mr. 
Vance  said.  We  became  aware  that  there 
were  very  few  activities  for  children. 
There  were  no  programs  to  encourage 
self-esteem  for  children  and  youth.  We 
were  aware  of  a  lot  of  drug  abuse  and 
juvenile  delinquency  in  our  area .  ’  ’ 

So  the  church,  under  the  co-pastor 
team  of  the  Vances,  began  sponsoring 
overnight  camping  and  hiking  trips  for 
the  youth.  Handicraft  classes  were  star¬ 
ted;  neighborhood  youth  were  invited  to 
vacation  Bible  school,  and  many  joined 
the  Sunday  school. 

Today  an  average  of  60  children  attend 
Sunday  school.  There  is  a  junior  choir 
with  30  members  and  a  youth  drama 
group. 

“Parents  began  to  come  with  their 
children,”  Mr.  Vance  said.  The  congre¬ 
gation  formed  prayer  and  Bible  study 
groups  for  the  parents. 

The  church  started  a  lay  visitation 
program  in  which  a  core  group  of  mem¬ 
bers  regularly  visits  shut-ins  and 
prospective  members.  Another  church 
group  called  “Friends  of  Prakness 
Hospital”  matches  members  with 
patients  at  the  county  convalescent  home 
and  sponsors  monthly  parties  and 
discussion  sessions.  The  church  also  has 
a  support  group  for  neighborhood  par¬ 
ents,  and  there  is  a  church-sponsored 


emergency  iooa  and  clothing  distribution 
program. 

“Our  evangelism  and  social  outreach 
ministries  are  very  closely  knit,”  Mr. 
Vance  said.  “When  we  first  came,  we  felt 
the  most  effective  way  to  supply  the 
needs  of  our  community  was  to  en¬ 
courage  them  to  become  Christians  — 
letting  them  find  their  dignity  and  sense 
of  self-worth  by  studying  the  Gospel. 
Part  of  changing  lives  is  letting  people 
become  responsible  for  sharing  the 
Gospel.” 

The  last  few  years  have  seen  some 
membership  gains  for  the  spunky  com¬ 
munity  church.  An  average  of  10  mem¬ 
bers  in  each  of  the  last  few  years  joined 
on  confession  of  faith.  The  108-member 
congregation  “is  just  now  breaking 
even”  in  terms  of  numerical  size,"  Mr. 
Vance  said.  “But  if  we  keep  the  same 
push  as  we  ve  had  in  the  last  few  years, 
we’re  going  to  see  a  lot  more  members.” 

Mr.  Vance  said  the  densely-populated 
neighborhood  (8  by  15  blocks),  has 
both  a  Roman  Catholic  and  a  Presby¬ 
terian  church,  but  they  do  not  seem  to 
have  “the  kinds  of  outreach  programs  we 
provide,"  he  said. 

Though  all  community  members  don’t 
join  the  church,  there  is  a  sense  of  "our 
church-ness.”  The  church  purchased  a 
mini-bus  for  youth  trips  and  shopping 
trips  for  local  mothers,  and  the  gas  fund 
was  supported  by  a  community-wide 
newspaper  drive.  “Everyone  felt  a  part 
of  our  church  because  they  helped  keep 
that  bus  going,”  Mr.  Vance  said. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


problem  with  the  church’s  urban 
outreach  has  been  those  persons  “who 
drive  a  wedge  between  the  belief  that 
Christians  are  called  to  evangelize  in¬ 
dividual  souls  and  those  who  believe  we 
are  called  to  effect  positive  social  change. 
They  are  both  part  of  the  same  ministry, 
and  we  sometimes  can’t  handle  that.” 

No  ‘dashboard  Jesus’  will  do 

“It’s  like  the  900-ft  vision  of  Christ  that 
Oral  Roberts  said  he  had  at  the  City  of 
Faith  (in  Tulsa),”  Dr.  Sells  said.  “Some 
people  may  think  he  (Dr.  Roberts)  is 
crazy,  but  when  he  has  a  vision,  he  has  a 
VISION!  No  dashboard  Jesus  for  him. 
God  is  not  slave  to  our  limited  definition 
of  what  evangelism  is  and  what  our  duties 
to  our  communities  are,”  Dr.  Sells  said. 

“That’s  part  of  our  problem:  we’re 
trying  to  follow  a  Jesus  we’ve  cut  down  to 
our  size,”  he  said. 

Since  populous  urban  centers  are  at¬ 
tracting  more  ethnic  minorities,  said  the 
Rev.  James  Lawson  of  Los  Angeles’ 
Holman  UMC,  mainline  denominations 
who  are  serious  about  resurrecting  ur¬ 
ban  evangelistic  programs  must  change 
their  attitudes  about  the  city.  He 
criticized  the  “suburban  mentality"  of 
the  UMC  and  other  mainline  denomi¬ 
nations  for  perpetuating  an  idea  that 
cities  are  places  to  escape  from  and 
that  inner-city  residents  especially  are 
down  and  out  because  they  are  sinners. 
He  called  the  loss  of  effective  Christian 
presence  in  some  urban  areas  “spiritual 
redlining,”  a  subtle  form  of  discrimi¬ 
nation. 

Mr.  Lawson  said  in  the  ever-increasing 
ethnic  neighborhoods  in  the  city,  “ethnic 
empowerment”  is  the  solution  to  the  sur¬ 
vival  of  mainline  churches.  The  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  priority  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  not  a  way  to 
allay  our  guilt  but  a  way  to  reclaim  God’s 
mission  in  the  city,”  he  added.  “We  must 
rediscover  a  Jesus  who  demands  more 
from  us  than  ‘I  found  it.’  We  must 
discover  a  Jesus  who  sets  us  on  fire  in  our 
communities,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Sells,  who  is  preparing  a  report  on 
the  convocation  to  present  to  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  said  among  the 
recommendations  are: 

•  Adopt  a  concept  of  apportionment  for 
local  church  membership  growth  similar 
to  financial  apportionments  to  “create  a 
climate  of  expectation  for  church 
growth.” 

•  Seriously  consider  developing  house 
churches”  —  regular  centers  of  worship 
and  fellowship  and  community  outreach, 
especially  in  transitional  communities. 
The  assumption  is  that  financial  burdens 
of  maintaining  "the  church  on  the  cor¬ 
ner”  would  be  lifted,  giving  the  “house 
church"  more  room  to  develop  a  com¬ 
munity  ministry. 

•  Emphasize  “spiritual  recovery”  of 
urban  communities  along  with  social  ser¬ 
vice  ministries. 
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Refugee  resettlement  more  difficult 

Ailing  economy,  minorities’  apathy  add  to  problems,  relief  workers  say 


A  guard  at  the  U.S.  Immigration  and  Natural¬ 
ization  center  outside  Miami  where  hundreds  of 
Haitians  are  confined  stands  over  a  fallen  demon¬ 
strator  in  late  December,  after  keeping  him  and 
others  from  forcing  their  way  into  the  facility.  The 
group  was  among  many  demonstrators  protesting 
the  lengthy  internment  of  Haitian  refugees  at  the 
camp.  The  treatment  of  Haitian  refugees  was 
among  the  concerns  aired  during  the  national 
immigration  consultation. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  The  sentiment  appears  to  be 
growing  that  poor  and  unemployed  Americans 
need  to  be  helped  ahead  of  refugees  and 
immigrants,  according  to  several  church  leaders 
in  resettlement  efforts. 

The  faltering  U.S.  economy  is  accentuating 
tensions  over  the  record  level  of  immigrants  and 
refugees  who  continue  to  flow  into  the  United 
States,  the  leaders  indicated  during  a  national 
consultation  here  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  (NCC) . 

They  didn’t  talk  of  letting  up  in  their  resettle¬ 
ment  efforts.  But  many  said  their  task  is 
becoming  very  difficult. 

They  candidly  expressed  frustrations  that 
apathy  and  sometimes  hostility  to  refugee  efforts 
seem  especially  prevalent  within  U.S.  minority 
communities. 

“We  have  a  sizeable  black  community,”  a 
woman  from  Portland,  Ore.,  said  during  a 
workshop.  “But  the  black  churches  wouldn’t  help 
even  with  the  black  Cubans.” 

Congregation  doesn’t  share 
“A  Hispanic  congregation  worships  in  our 
building,"  said  a  woman  whose  Presbyterian 
church  is  cme  of  Miami’s  leaders  in  caring  for 
refugees  and  illegal  aliens.  “But  the  Hispanic 
congregation  doesn’t  care  to  share  in  any  of  our 
ministry.  I  don’t  understand.” 

Margaret  G.  Koehler  of  the  Christian  Council  of 
Metropolitan  Atlanta  Inc.  described  a  dialogue 
meeting  set  up  there  for  leaders  from  voluntary 
groups  and  the  minority  community : 

“It  was  an  explosive  meeting.  The  minority 
people  attacked  voluntary  groups.  They  said, 
How  can  you  white  churches  cottinue  to  bring 
refugees  and  provide  them  plush  apartments 
while  South  Atlanta  (predominantly  black)  lives 
in  rat-infested  housing?’  ” 

While  no  plush  apartments  have  been  involved, 
she  said,  many  poor,  native  Atlantans  clearly 
resented  all  the  special  treatment  accorded  the 
newcomers.  She  said  churches  have  improved 
relations  by  trying  to  show  they  are  just  as 
concerned  about  poor  Americans. 

“The  problem  is  jobs,”  said  an  Asian-American 


woman  resettlement  worker  from  Philadelphia. 
“We  just  can’t  find  jobs  for  refugees.  What  are  you 
going  to  do?  Americans  can’t  find  jobs,  either.” 
Her  Baptist  church  has  resettled  dozens  of 
refugees  from  18  nations. 

“The  refugees  don’t  want  welfare.  But  if  they 
don’t  have  a  job  at  the  first,  they  get  used  to 
welfare,”  she  said. 

A  United  Methodist  woman  from  San  Francisco 
explained  that  black  churches  in  her  area  had 
been  asked  to  sponsor  Ethiopian  refugees : 

“Almost  to  a  church  they  said,  ‘That’s  an 
important  issue,  but  it’s  not  our  issue.  We’re 
working  hard  to  deal  with  the  big  issues  in  our 
community  of  jobs,  child  care,  development.’  ” 

More  and  more,  the  woman  continued,  white 
churches  also  are  turning  down  requests  for  help. 
“They  say,  ‘We’d  be  interested,  but  our  unemploy¬ 
ment  here  is  15  percent.’  ” 

A  woman  from  Wisconsin  said  churches  are 
cancelling  commitments  because  they  fear  they 
won’t  be  able  to  find  jobs  for  refugees. 

The  refugee  catches  the  brunt  of  a  lot  of  poor 
planning,  said  Mary  Lou  Tanton,  a  Presbyterian 
from  Petoskey,  Mich.,  who  explained  she  is  a 
member  of  a  group  seeking  to  limit  immigration. 

“We  have  to  realize  that  the  grassroots  know 
that  unemployment  is  not  an  illusion,”  she  said. 
“A  Roper  Poll  revealed  91  percent  of  the 
respondents  want  an  all-out  effort  to  stop  illegal 
entry  into  the  U.S.  And  80  percent  want  to  reduce 
quotas  for  legal  immigrants. 

“We  have  to  convince  the  grassroots  that  we  can 
treat  the  cause  and  not  just  the  symptoms,"  Ms. 
Tanton  said. 

Foreign  policy  blamed 

Nearly  all  participants  agreed  that  U.S.  foreign 
policies  are  a  major  root  cause  of  why  so  many 
people  feel  they  must  leave  their  homelands  and 
seek  asylum  in  this  country.  The  U.S.  embargo  of 
Cuba  has  worsened  economic  conditions  there, 
causing  many  Cubans  to  try  to  leave,  some 
claimed.  The  U.S.  military  support  of  a  repressive 
military  regime  in  El  Salvador,  thhy  said,  is  a 
primary  reason  so  many  El  Salvadorans  are 
fleeing  for  their  lives  into  this  country. 

Whether  the  United  States  should  reduce  the 
number  of  newcomers  or  have  limits  at  all  was  not 
discussed  by  the  200  participants  from  more  than 


20  denominations. 

However,  after  a  heated  debate  at  the  end  of  the 
three-day  consultation,  the  body  indicated  it  wants 
some  limits  on  illegal  immigration.  Consultation 
participants  voted  down  a  suggestion  that 
churches  oppose  penalties  against  employers 
hiring  illegal  aliens.  Participants  also  defeated  a 
resolution  which  opposed  requiring  worker  identi¬ 
fication  cards.  Such  cards  are  advocated  as  one 
way  to  make  it  easier  for  employers  to  hire  only 
legal  residents. 

Rather  than  adopt  either  of  these  measures,  the 
body  voted  its, concern  that  efforts  to  reduce  the 
number  of  illegal  aliens  not  lead  to  discrimination 
against  minority  persons  already  legally  living  in 
the  U.S. 

Many  of  the  200  church  representatives  here 
were  also  members  of  groups  advocating 
admittance  of  greater  numbers  of  persons  from 
specific  countries  —  Mexico,  Haiti,  El  Salvador, 
Ethiopia  or  nations  in  Indochina. 

Entries  may  be  reduced 

An  NCC  official  told  the  Reporter  that  an  under¬ 
lying  assumption  here  was  that  there  are  limits  on 
how  many  people  can  legally  enter  this  country 
and  that  Congress  is  in  the  mood  to  start  reducing 
those  limits. 

The  total  number  of  persons  who  would  come 
into  the  U.S.  if  each  of  the  advocacy  groups  won  its 
requests  would  surely  be  far  above  even  present 
limits,  the  offical  said.  That  explains  why  friction 
occasionally  developed  between  the  groups  here 
as  each  tried  to  show  how  people  coming  from  one 
country  are  more  deserving  than  those  from  other 
nations,  he  said. 

Nearly  everyone  here  railed  against  what  they 
called  an  inequitable,  confusing  and  immoral  U.S. 
policy  on  refugees  and  immigration.  They  said  the 
government  discriminates  against  black 
immigrants  and  anyone  fleeing  repressive 
regimes  that  are  considered  friendly  to  the  U.S. 

A  United  Nations  document  signed  by  this 
country,  though,  binds  it  to  accept  refugees 
without  regard  to  race  or  politics,  several 
speakers  said. 

“The  big  disagreement  here  is  not  that  the 
government  is  allowing  in  too  few  persons  but  the 
inequity  of  how  the  total  number  of  visas  is 
divided,”  said  Lila  Fernandez  of  the  United 


Despair  is  the  daily  fare  for  thousands  of 
refugees,  like  this  child,  forced  to  leave  his 
homeland. 
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Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

More  than  two-thirds  of  the  refugee  quota  is 
allotted  to  Indochinese.  A  recurring  theme  of 
statements  here  was  that  refugees  from  several 
other  nations  are  much  more  in  need  than  the 
Indochinese. 

A  lot  of  resentment  also  was  expressed  at  the 
special  attention  Americans  are  giving  Poland 
and  Polish  refugees. 

Advocates  win  points 

The  national  “advocacy”  groups  won  the 
consultation’s  approval  for  most  positions  they 
espoused.  Churches  were  urged  to  work  for: 

•  An  end  to  interdiction  on  the  high  seas  of 
Haitians  attempting  to  enter  this  country  illegally. 

•  Moving  from  Jan.  1,  1981,  to  Jan.  1,  1982,  the 
date  when  Haitians  could  enter  the  country 
illegally  and  be  allowed  to  remain  free  until 
“pending  passage  of  legislation  granting  them 
residence  status.”  Most  affected  Haitians  are  in 
detention. 

•  An  extension  of  “voluntary  departure"  visas 
for  Ethiopians.  The  U.S.  government  has  been 
telling  Ethiopians  that  their  country  now  is  stable 
enough  for  them  to  return.  The  Ethiopians  claim 
they  fear  harm  if  they  go  back  to  the  communist- 
ruled  nation. 

•  Legalization  of  all  illegal  aliens  who  have  been 
in  the  country  for  a  minimum  of  one  to  three 
years. 

•  Granting  of  “voluntary  departure”  visas  to  all 
asylum  seekers  from  El  Salvador  until  they  can 
return  home  without  fear  of  persecution.  The  U.S. 
government  is  jailing  and  deporting  those  who 
enter  the  country  illegally. 


Texas,  Neiv  Mexico 

Pastors  explore  regional  TV 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  An  ad  hoc  group  of  pastors 
from  major  United  Methodist  churches 
in  Texas  and  New  Mexico  voted  here 
Feb.  2  to  explore  development  of  a 
regional  satellite  television  ministry. 

The  approximately  20  pastors  elected  a 
three-person  task  force  to  pursue  the 
idea.  The  pastors  come  from  churches 
which  produce  nearly  20  hours  of 
television  programming  per  week  and 
churches  whose  membership  totals 
represent  nearly  9  percent  of  the 
denomination. 

Task  force  chairman  the  Rev.  Leighton 

GCOM  gets 
new  place 
for  meeting 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  The  annual  meeting 
site  for  United  Methodism's  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  a  subject  of  some 
controversy  in  1981,  has  been  quitely  set¬ 
tled  for  1982. 

The  October  1982  meeting  will  be  here 
in  the  council's  headquarters  city  in  a 
new  motel,  the  Marriott,  which  opened  in 
January  1982. 

The  Marriott  offered  the  best  sleeping- 
room  rate  and  ample  meeting  rooms,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  council’s  general 
secretary,  the  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire. 

The  council  had  met  here  in  October 
1981  at  the  Stouffer’s  Hotel  despite  com¬ 
plaints  —  some  by  GCOM  members  — 
that  Stouffer’s  parent  firm,  the  Nestle 
..  Corp.,  is  a  major  figure  in  the  in¬ 
ternational  infant  formula  controversy. 
The  council  nonetheless  voted  last  Oc¬ 
tober  to  meet  at  Stouffer’s  in  1982  if 
possible. 

But  one  factor  in  moving  the  1982 
meeting,  according  to  Dr.  Dewire,  is  that 
Dayton’s  convention  center,  tied  via  a 
walkway  with  the  downtown  Stouffer’s  is 
booked  for  a  major  convention  during 
GCOM  dates  Stouffer’s  Hotel  does  not 
have  enough  meeting  rooms  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  GCOM,  he  said,  and 
some  sessions  must  be  held  in  the  con¬ 
vention  center  when  the  council  meets  at 
Stouffer's. 

He  said  that  the  Marriott  will  ac¬ 
commodate  the  entire  meeting  under  one 
roof. 


African  Palms 

If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  in 
Africa  you  help  people  whose  income 
overages  $55  per  year  fo  buy  the  bare 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered  Orders  ore 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  Morch  1 5  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100  $3.00  per  50  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available  Inquiries 
invited  Include  your  street  oddress 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS  P  O  Box  575 
Olney  MO  20832 


K.  Farrell,  pastor  of  Highland  Park  UMC 
here,  told  the  Reporter  the  group  expects 
to  “work  hand  in  glove”  with  the  steering 
committee  for  the  denomination’s 
“National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry.” 

Dr.  Farrell  said  the  regional  group 
might  develop  some  television 
programming  which  other  regions  would 
be  interested  in,  “and  I’m  sure  the 
national  ministry  will  develop  some 
things  that  we  will  want  to  tie  in  with.” 

Dr.  Farrell  said  that  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  Dean  James  Kirby,  another 
member  of  the  task  force,  is  particularly 
interested  in  the  potential  of  regional  TV 
for  its  continuing  education.  “Perkins  is 
inundated  with  requests  for  faculty 
members  to  lead  workshops  in  annual 
conferences.  If  we  get  a  downlink  going, 
Perkins  could  videotape  lectures  and 
other  presentations  and  use  them  over 
and  over,”  Dr.  Farrell  explained. 


Buckle  up  for 
Safety  Sabbath 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  family  of  five  was  enjoying  an 
outing  —  mother  and  father  in  the 
front  seat,  three  kids  in  the  back. 

The  other  car  came  out  of  nowhere. 
The  collision  was  quick,  grinding  and 
deadly. 

When  the  dust  stilled,  only  one 
member  of  the  family  remained  alive, 
a  child  who  also  was  the  only  one 
wearing  a  seatbelt. 

Real  stories  like  this  are  behind 
“Safety  Sabbath,”  begun  in  1979  and 
co-sponsored  this  year  by  the  National 
Safety  Council  and  the  National  High¬ 
way  Traffic  Administration.  This 
year’s  observance  is  Feb.  12-14,  and 
the  national  chairman  for  the  second 
year  in  a  row  is  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham. 

The  focus  is  on  the  moral  respon¬ 
sibility  of  religious  persons  to  take 
care  of  themselves  and  of  each  other, 
explained  Meredith  Clarke  of  the 
safety  council,  based  in  Chicago.  She 
said  more  than  2,000  local  churches 
and  synagogues  have  ordered  the 
educational  materials  and  bulletin  in¬ 
serts  prepared  by  her  non-profit 
organization. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 


TROY,  N.Y.  —  Nola  Sloan  baked  what 
most  likely  will  be  the  most  expensive  pie 
ever  to  come  out  of  her  oven  here  —  a 
real  "Methodist  pie,”  as  it  turned  out. 

The  coconut  cream  pie  was  baked  as  a 
dessert  for  the  potluck  dinner  preceding 
the  Troy  United  Methodist  Church’s  an¬ 
nual  auction. 

Somehow,  however,  the  sweet  morsel 
ended  up  instead  on  the  auction  block  — 
four  times,  eventually  netting  $147  for  the 
church. 

The  pie  sold  first  for  $62.50  After  the 
first  buyer  put  it  up  for  re-sale,  it  brought 
$50  the  second  time.  It  went  to  the  auction 
block  a  third  time.  Three  people  pooled 
their  money  and  pul  down  $30  lor  tne  now 


The  third  member  of  the  task  force  is 
the  Rev.  B.  C.  Goodwin,  superintendent 
of  the  El  Paso  District. 

Dr.  Farrell  also  said  the  group  of 
pastors  from  major  churches  realizes 
that  excellent  programs  are  being 
developed  in  smaller  churches.  As  an 
example  he  cited  a  summer  musical 
produced  by  First  UMC  in  Carlsbad, 
N.M.  “We  could  videotape  this  and  make 
it  available  to  other  churches.  ’ ' 

Dr.  Farrell  said  there  is  “no  chance” 
that  the  regional  TV  effort  will  siphon 
funds  away  from  the  $25  million  National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry 
campaign  goal.  “We  have  no  funds  in  this 
regional  plan,  and  we  won’t  have  to  put 
up  much  because  many  of  our  churches 
already  have  the  equipment.” 

The  ad  hoc  group  named  as  its  advisor 
the  Rev.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  of  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  La.,  which  owns  and 
operates  a  $3  million  TV  ground  station. 
He  invited  the  pastors  to  use  his  church’s 
system  to  “uplink”  programs  to  satellite 
for  delivery  to  any  cable  system  in  the 
western  hemisphere.  Dr.  Dykes  had 
made  a  similar  offer  to  the  National  TV 
Presence  and  Ministry  steering 
committee  when  it  met  in  Shreveport  last 
month  ( see  UMR  Jan.  22) . 

The  pastors’  group  endorsed  the 
Shreveport  church’s  “Alternate  View 
Network”  and  encouraged  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches,  annual  conferences  and 
agencies  “to  foster  its  use  and 
development." 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Women’s  college  joins 
UM-related  university 

DENVER  (UMNS)  —  A  small 
women’s  college  here  has  become  a  part 
of  United  Methodist  related  University  of 
Denver. 

Colorado  Women’s  College  recently 
turned  over  its  $30  million  in  assets, 
primarily  in  buildings  and  real  estate, 
and  its  $7  million  in  debts  to  the  United 
Methodist  school,  according  to  Dr.  Ross 
Pritchard,  chancellor  at  DU.  "We  will 
absorb  Colorado  Women’s  College  and  it 
will  become  a  part  of  the  university,”  Dr. 
Pritchard  said. 

However,  Dr.  Pritchard  said  the 
University  ot  Denver  will  have  a 
separate  women’s  program.  Colorado 
Women’s  College,  an  American  Baptist 
related  school,  had  approximately  100 
full-time  students  and  another  200 
enrolled  in  their  Weekend  College. 


famous  pie,  the  Troy  UMC  newsletter 
recounted. 

The  pie,  however,  was  not  through  ear¬ 
ning  money  for  Troy  UMC.  It  was  cut  into 
six  pieces,  and  each  of  the  five  previous 
buyers  got  one.  The  sixth  piece  went  to 
auctioneer  Mary  Piper  who  did  the 
logical  thing,  if  one  is  accustomed  to 
selling  things. 

She  put  it  on  the  block,  and  a  second 
auctioneer,  John  Bramlett,  raised  the 
price  to  $4.50  before  selling  it  to  yet 
another  buyer.  That  final  buyer  gave  it  to 
Ms.  Piper  in  appreciation  for  all  her 
work,  and  she  did  the  only  decent  thing 
left.  She  ate  it. 

-Yellowstone  Conference  UMR  Edition 
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Zaire  admits  cholera  epidemic 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  After  weeks  of 
silence,  the  Zaire  government  has  finally 
acknowledged  the  existence  of  a  cholera 
epidemic  in  eastern  Zaire.  According  to 
reports  reaching  United  Methodist  sour¬ 
ces  here,  several  thousand  people  have 
died. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  were  the  first 
organizations  to  respond  with  medical 
supplies,  long  before  the  international 
community  became  aware  of  the 
disaster. 

Martin  Hartog,  a  United  Methodist 
educational  missionary  in  Mulungwishi, 


Zaire,  who  came  home  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
N.Y.,  on  compassionate  leave  Jan.  25, 
confirmed  that  the  government  had 
issued  an  acknowledgment. 

“When  I  got  off  the  plane  in  Brussels,  I 
was  handed  a  card  saying  I  had  just 
come  from  an  area  experiencing  a 
cholera  epidemic  and  advising  me  to 
seek  medical  assistance  if  I  noticed  any 
symptoms,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Hartog  also  reported  that  Zambia 
had  closed  its  border  to  anyone  coming 
from  Zaire.  "Every  morning  we  heard  on 
the  radio  reports  on  the  number  of  new 
cases  in  different  areas,”  he  added. 


As  a  result  of  insistent  pleas  from 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Ngoy  Wakadilo 
of  North  Shaba  Area,  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  relief  arm  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  USA,  rushed  several  tons 
of  medicines  to  Shaba.  Since  transpor¬ 
tation  is  very  difficult  in  this  area, 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  agencies,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  and  the 
World  Division,  contributed  $33,000  for 
airplane  fuel,  which  had  to  be  imported 
by  tankcar  from  South  Africa. 
Missionary  pilots  flew  the  supplies  into 
the  affected  areas. 
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Developing  Christian 
Education  in  the 
Smaller  Church 

Carolyn  C.  Brown’s  expertise  in 
launching  education  programs 
among  small  congregations  will  aid 
all  teachers  in  such  churches.  Her 
many  innovative  suggestions  come 
from  years  of  experience  with  small 
churches  in  North  Carolina.  She 
shows  how  to  get  the  most  out  of 
relatively  limited  resources  and 
how  to  overcome  the  obstacles  they 
present.  A  welcome  addition  to  the 
Griggs  series.  $5.95,  paper 
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Church  Extension  Meetings 
Set  To  Promote  New  Churches 


A  series  of  district  meetings  have  been 
scheduled  to  highlight  the  need  for  new 
churches  to  be  started. 

The  Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland,  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Church  Extension, 
explained  there  has  been  significant 
population  shifts  and  growth  in  some 
areas  of  the  state  since  the  decades  of  the 
1950s  and  1960s  when  several  new  church 
projects  were  begun. 

Churches  such  as  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  at  Baton  Rouge, 
Asbury  of  Lafayette,  Aurora  of  New 
Orleans  and  many  others  were  begun 
during  that  period  because  of  aggressive 
district  Boards  of  Missions,  the  1000  Club 
assistance  and  the  direction  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Missions. 

According  to  demographic  studies 
made  by  Dr.  Tex  Sample,  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  and  Dr.  James  Davis,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  there  is  an 
urgent  need  for  new  congregations  in 
Baton  Rouge,  Lafayette,  New  Orleans 
and  Shreveport. 

These  reports  have  been  carefully 
studied  by  the  Committee  on  Church 
Extension  and  priorities  have  been  set. 

There  is  a  need  for  money  to  purchase 
new  locations,  Woodland  said.  In  most  of 
the  areas  where  churches  are  needed, 
property  is  extremely  expensive.  No 
matter  how  aggressive  a  district  Board 
of  Missions  would  like  to  be,  the  cost 


outweighs  the  limited  budget  the 
committee  has  to  use. 

The  other  source  of  help  in  beginning  a 
new  congregation  during  the  previous 
period  of  rapid  growth  was  the  Bob  Lay 
1000  Club.  This  organization  provided 
$10,000  per  call. 

During  the  period  —  1950-1969  —  the 
$10,000  would  have  provided  a  significant 
portion  for  the  first  unit  of  an  Asbury  or  a 
Broadmoor.  Today,  it  fails  to  represent 
an  amount  to  provide  options  for 
property  worth  $750,000  to  $1  million. 

At  each  district  meeting,  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  will  deliver  the  major 
address.  Assisting  Bishop  Shamblin  will 
be  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana.  Caraway  will  help  with 
information  concerning  bequests, 
insurance  policies,  “pooled  income”  and 
other  monetary  matters. 

Woodland  and  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton  will 
share  in  the  chairing  of  the  programs. 

The  program,  Century  III,  will  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Money  raised  will  be  held  and 
administered  by  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  until  property  is  purchased. 

Only  new  church  sites  will  be  eligible 
for  Century  III  funding  and  these  sites 
must  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  Cabinet. 


District  Church 

Extension  Banquets 

Alexandria  District 

Feb.  22  First  UMC, 

Alexandria  —  7 

Shreveport  District 

Feb.  23  Noel  UMC  — 6:30 

Ruston  District 

Feb.  24  Trinity  UMC  —  7 

Monroe  District 

Feb.  25  First  UMC 

Rayville  —  7 

Lake  Charles  District 

Feb.  26  Henning  Mem., 
Sulphur  —  6:30 

BR/Lafayette  District 

March  1  Jacobs  Rest., 

Lafayette  —  7 

BR/Hammond  District 

March  2  Belmont  Motel, 

BR  — 7 

NO/Slideil  District 

March  3  Plimpsall  Club, 
Slidell  — 7 

NO/Houma  District 

March  4  Gretna  UMC — 7 

Winnsboro  Youth  Trip  To  N.M. 
To  Work  At  Navajo  Reservation 


Winnsboro  youth  at  Durango,  Colo. 


(EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  second 
in  a  series  on  summer  trip  ideas  for 
youth  groups.  Now  is  the  time  to  begin 
planning  for  a  meaningful  summer  trip.) 

By  JOANNE  SIDDON 
The  Franklin  Sun 

Twenty-six  hundred  miles  might  seem 
like  a  long  way  to  travel,  just  to  hang 
sheetrock  or  wield  a  paint  brush. 

But  a  group  of  young  people  and  their 
adult  leaders,  representing  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Winnsboro 
went  to  the  Navajo  Indian  reservation  at 
Shiprock,  N.M. 

Four  Corner  Native  American 
Ministry  at  Shiprock  is  on  the  25,000  acre 
Navajo  Indian  reservation  located  at  the 
point  where  the  four  states  of  Utah, 
Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  Colorado  join 
together. 

The  Winnsboro  group  drove  to 


Leadership  Development  Grants 
Available  F or  Minority  Students 


The  National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  sponsors  a  Leadership 
Development  Grants  Program  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  personal  development 
and  to  provide  opportunities  for  minority 
persons  through  education  programs 
that  equip  individuals  for  leadership 
involvement  in  the  life  and  mission  of  the 
church,  as  well  as  its  ministry  to  society. 

The  grant  is  primarily  for  the 
undergraduate  student. 

The  requirements  for  eligibility  are  as 
follows: 

Applicants  must  be  a  member  of  an 
ethnic  or  language  minority,  a  United 
States  Citizen,  have  been  accepted  for 
undergraduate  work  by  an  approved  or 
accredited  college  or  other  educational 
institution. 

Ministerial  students  who  serve 
parishes  may  be  exempt  from  taking  a 


full  study  program,  but  students  are 
encouraged  to  carry  a  full-time 
academic  schedule. 

Other  requirements  are  evidence  of 
legitimate  need  for  financial  assistance, 
i.e.,  inability  to  participate  in  an 
educational  program  without  assistance 
from  this  grant  source,  and,  in  order  to 
assure  maximum  scholarship  funds,  no 
student  currently  receiving  a  grant  from 
another  United  Methodist  Church, 
General  Board  or  agency  will  be  eligible 
for  this  Leadership  Development  grant. 

Preference  will  be  given  to  a  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  although 
others  may  be  considered  if 
recommended  by  an  authorized 
scholarship  committee  in  the  several 
fields  related  to  the  National  Division  or 
any  other  authorized  committee,  and  an 
applicant  who  is  preparing  for  a  church- 
related  vocation  will  also  be  given 


preference. 

Applications  may  be  applied  for 
directly  to  the  National  Division 
Leadership  Development  Grants 
Committee,  Room  301,  475  Riverside  Dr., 
NY.  NY  10115. 


Attention  Ministers 


Any  minister  who  will  change  their  relationship  to  the  Annual  Conference 
must  contact  Dr.  Clyde  C.  Frazier  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Conference  Relations  before  March  7, 1982, 

Changes  in  status  may  include  leave  of  absence,  maternity  leave,  disability 
leave,  retirement,  discontinuance  from  probationary  membership  and 
honorable  location. 


Around  The  Conference 
Bishop  Wheatley  To  Deliver 
Jones-Cadwallader  Lectures 

Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley  Jr.,  resident  bishop  of  the  Denver  Area, 
will  be  the  preacher  for  the  Jones-Cadwallader  Lectures. 

The  lectures  will  be  held  at  Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  March  28  and  29. 

Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  Jr.,  pastor  at  Rayne  Memorial,  announced  the 
lectures  will  be  held  Sunday  morning  and  evening  and  on  Monday  at 
10:30  a. m.  and  7:30  p.m. 

The  luncheon  for  ministers  and  spouses  will  be  held  at  noon 
Monday. 


Christian  Educator 
Needed  In  N.O. 

A  Bi-district  project  in  Christian  Education  has  created  a  job 
opening  to  serve  a  cluster  of  12  churches  in  New  Orleans. 

This  project  is  sponsored  by  the  Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry  as  a 
way  of  strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  local  church. 

Applicants  must  have  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  (with  a  preference 
on  education),  be  willing  to  pursue  work  in  Christian  Education  to 
qualify  for  certification  as  a  director  or  associate  director  of 
Christian  Education,  possess  skills  in  human  relations  building, 
have  a  solid  background  in  local  church  participation  and  leadership 
and  display  a  willingness  to  be  creative  and  work  hard. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Wagener,  acting  chairperson,  said  to  send  a 
resume  with  a  letter  of  intention  and  three  references  by  March  1. 
One  letter  of  reference  must  be  from  the  local  church  pastor. 

Send  all  of  the  above  to  The  Rev.  Robert  Wagener,  Acting 
Chairperson,  7002  Jeannette  St.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70118. 


Wesley  Visits 
In  Bastrop 


Shiprt 

sightseeing  at  Palo  Duro  Canyon  State 
Park,  Mesa  Verde,  Colo.,  and  Durango 
and  Silverton  Colorado. 

When  they  arrived  at  Shiprock,  they 
found  work  waiting  for  them.  Some 
painted,  some  hung  sheetrock  or  exterior 
siding.  Others  installed  fence  posts  and 
did  construction  work  while  other 
members  of  the  group  prepared  their 
meals. 

Despite  the  excessive  heat,  work  was 
done  on  a  satellite  home  for  battered 
women,  a  private  house  and  a  hogan- 
style  chapel. 

Word  came  back  to  the  local  church 
from  the  Methodist  Church  at  Shiprock 
that  the  Winnsboro  group  was  "the  best 
group  at  Four-Corners  all  summer.”  The 
Rev.  J.  David  Corely  is  pastor  at 
Winnsboro. 


At  the  close  of  worship  on  Charge  Conference  Sunday  in  Bastrop  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  the  Rev.  John  Wesley,  alias  Jack 
Midyett,  dropped  in  to  inquire  if  this  was  a  Methodist  Meeting 
House.  He  is  shown  with  the  Rev.  William  D.  Peeples,  pastor,  and 
Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire,  District  Superintendent  for  the  Monroe  District. 
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Editorials 

Common  belief  roots  can  be  found 
by  study  of  Martin  Luther’s  work 


LORP,  FM  GOING  TO 
STAtt  ACCEPTING 
THE  VEXATIONS  OF 
LIFF  THAT  1  CAN'T 
CONTROL 


Protestant  Christians  in  general  and 
Lutherans  in  particular  should  expect  to 
hear  a  great  deal  during  the  next  18-20 
months  about  the  celebration  in  1983  of 
the  500th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Martin  Luther. 

We  mention  this  impending  celebration 
so  far  in  advance  in  order  to  encourage 
serious  reflection  on  how  our 
understanding  and  practice  of  the 
Christian  faith  are  shaped  by  the  life  and 
work  of  Martin  Luther. 

Consider  this  assessment  from  the 
book,  “The  Progress  of  the  Protestant,” 
by  John  Haverstick:  “Most  important  of 
all  Luther’s  reforms  was  his  defense  of 
the  laity’s  rights,  equal  to  those  of  the 
clergy,  to  interpret  for  themselves  their 
own  concepts  of  God,  based  on  their  own 
interpretations  of  the  Bible.” 

Luther’s  other  basic  emphases  have 
been  described  as  “justification  by 
faith,”  “the  open  Bible,”  and  “the 
priesthood  of  all  believers.”  What  Luther 
intended  in  these  teachings,  according  to 
Mr.  Haverstick,  was  the  “freedom  of 
conscience”  for  each  individual 
Christian  to  interpret  the  Bible  for 
himself. 

All  over  Luther’s  native  Germany, 
Lutheran  churches  will  mark  the 
anniversary  of  his  birth.  The  East 
German  Lutheran  Church,  with  approval 
of  that  nation’s  communist  government, 
will  celebrate  the  anniversary 
extensively  and  publish  scholarly  new 
editions  of  Luther’s  writings.  A  special 
Lutheran  synod  in  West  Germany  will 


consider  —  in  common  with  the  Lutheran 
church  in  East  Germany  —  the  great 
reformer’s  injunction  to  “fear,  love  and 
trust  God  above  all  things.” 

Today  no  Christian  can  truthfully 
claim  to  be  untouched  by  the  life  of  the 
man  who  firmly  declared  to  those 
accusing  him  of  heretical  teachings;  “I 
cannot  and  I  will  not  recant,  for  to  go 
against  conscience  is  neither  right  nor 
safe.  Here  I  stand.  I  cannot  do  otherwise. 
God  help  me.  Amen.”  The  Roman 
Catholic  Church  has,  in  fact,  adopted 
numerous  reforms  during  this  century 
which  were  labeled  “heresies”  when 
advocated  by  Luther  during  the  16th 
century. 

Nor  can  any  Christian  stand  unmoved 
by  the  profound  faith  and  the  majestic 
melody  of  Luther’s  ringing  hymn  which 
begins,  “A  mighty  fortress  is  our  God,  a 
bulwark  never  failing.” 

No  occasion  in  the  immediate  future 
will  better  lend  itself  for  Christians  of 
different  denominational  traditions, 
including  reform-minded  Roman 
Catholics,  to  worship,  study,  reflect,  and. 
theologize  together  about  those  things 
which  we  hold  in  common  as  a  result  of 
the  unique  ministry  of  Martin  Luther. 
Given  Luther’s  emphasis  on  “the 
priesthood  of  all  believers”  it  would  be 
most  appropriate  to  Luther’s  ideas  of 
church  renewal  if  laypersons  would  take 
the  initiative  to  create  such  joint 
experiences  of  our  common  heritage, 
across  denominational  lines. 
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Here  I  Stand 

The  dichotomy  generated  by  creationism- 
evolution  debate  need  not  exist  at  all 


ESPECIALLY 
KICKING  THINGS 


By  DEBORAH  F.  BRUSETH 
I  am  concerned  as  I  watch  the 
escalation  of  the  debate  between 
“evolutionists”  and  “creationists.” 
From  what  I  see  in  the  newspapers,  the 
controversy  is  this:  the  more  extreme 
proponents  of  the  theory  of  evolution  feel 
that  all  of  modern  science  supports  their 
viewpoint,  and  that  anyone  who  believes 
in  a  theory  of  divine  creation  must  be  a 
backwards,  Bible-thumping  fundamen¬ 
talist.  Proponents  of  the  divine  creation 
viewpoint  feel  that  the  book  of  Genesis 
is  an  accurate  depiction  of  how  the  world 
came  to  be,  and  that  to  deny  the  validity 
of  this  biblical  account  is  to  deny  God.  To 
me,  it  seems  that  these  two  groups  have 
created  a  dichotomy  where  it  need  not 
exist,  and  I  would  like  to  offer  the  follow¬ 
ing  thoughts  towards  its  resolution: 

(1)  The  Creation  account  most  of  us 
are  familiar  with  is  in  Genesis  1: 1-2:3,  in 
which  God  creates  the  earth,  then  the 
various  living  creatures,  and  then  human 
beings.  But  have  you  also  noted  that  a 
second,  contradictory  account  occurs 
immediately  thereafter,  in  Genesis  2:4- 
9?  In  this  version,  it  clearly  states  that 
human  beings  were  created  “when  no 
plant  of  the  field  was  yet  in  the  earth” 


(RSV).  Human  beings  may  have  been 
created  either  before  or  after  other  living 
things,  but  both  accounts  cannot  be 
literally  accurate.  This  alone  should 
serve  to  remind  us  that  although  God  is 
capable  of  inconceivable  acts  of  power, 
the  people  who  were  inspired  to  record 
His  words  and  actions  were  quite  human 
and  capable  of  error. 

(2)  God  has  created  a  world  in  which 
His  “natural”  laws  are  never  broken.  We 
can  choose  to  disobey  a  speed  limit  or  one 
of  the  Ten  Commandments,  but  we 
cannot  choose  to  defy  the  law  of  gravity. 
Most  of  what  we  call  the  “sciences”  — 
chemistry,  physics,  astronomy,  etc.  — 
consist  of  discovering  the  various 
“natural  laws”  that  maintain  order  in 
the  universe.  This  suggests  to  me  that 
God  can  manifest  His  will  both  directly 
(through  events  we  would  usually  call 
“miracles”)  and  indirectly  (through  the 
operation  of  His  “natural”  laws). 

(3)  Why  must  science  and  religion  be 
seen  as  separate  from  and  in  conflict 
with  one  another?  Some  of  the  greatest 
scientific  minds  are  realizing  that  the 
more  they  learn,  the  less  they  really 
understand.  Order  is  not  a  natural 
condition  that  just  happens  —  who  or 


what  created  the  orderliness  of  the 
universe  which  scientists  explore?  What 
happened  to  produce  in  the  first  place  all 
the  chemical  elements,  which  combine  to 
form  everything  from  fertile  soil  to 
precious  gems  to  mobile  homes  to  us?  It 
seems  obvious  that  there  must  be  some 
“first  cause”  that  set  our  universe  in 
motion. 

With  these  three  points  in  mind,  I  see 
no  dichotomy  between  divine  creation 
and  evolutionary  theory.  The  process  of 
evolution  is  merely  the  mechanism  that 
God  has  established  so  that  His  will  for 
the  creation  of  all  living  things  shall  be 
manifested. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor  Deborah  F. 
Braseth,  is  a  member  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Colusa,  California. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Mr.  Reagan’s  position  on  giving  is  biblical 


Renewed  understanding  of  Wesleyan 
heritage  can  stimulate  new  revival 


As  the  preceding  editorial  suggests,  we 
believe  United  Methodists  should  join 
with  other  Christians  in  preparing  to 
observe  the  500th  anniversary  of  Martin 
Luther’s  birth  in  1983. 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  also  begin 
making  plans  to  celebrate  the  bi¬ 
centennial  of  American  Methodism.  This 
observance  actually  will  begin  later  this 
year,  accelerate  with  suggested  study 
and  worship  activities  during  1983,  and 
then  culminate  in  December  of  1984  when 
the  actual  200th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  Methodism  in  the  U.S.  will  be 
commemorated  in  Baltimore. 

Like  Luther,  Methodism’s  founder, 
John  Wesley,  has  exercised  a  profound 
influence  on  Christianity  worldwide 
during  the  past  two  centuries,  and  there 
is  still  much  to  learn  from  him  today. 
Wesley  long  has  been  recognized  for  his 
disciplined  effectiveness  in  organization. 
During  recent  years,  he  has  increasingly 
come  to  be  looked  upon  also  as  an 
important  theologian. 

It  was  the  early  Methodists  —  fortified 
by  John  Wesley’s  concept  of  looking  upon 
“the  whole  world  as  my  parish,"  and  by 
the  lusty  hymn-singing  tradition  of  his 
brother  Charles  —  who  proclaimed  the 
Christian  message  so  fervently  and  so 
effectively  across  America  during  our 
nation’s  formative  years.  As  America 
expanded  its  borders  westward,  so  did 
the  Methodist  circuit-riders,  proclaiming 
the  possibility  of  salvation  and  the  hope 
of  Christian  perfection  for  those  who 
accepted  God’s  grace  as  revealed 
through  Christ. 

Wesley  also  instilled  in  his  followers 
the  understanding  that  spiritual  rebirth 
is  necessarily  accompanied  by  deeds  of 
Christian  outreach  within  society. 
Hence,  wherever  Methodism  has  gone, 
one  can  see  tangible  evidence  of  its 
impact  through  the  creation  of  church- 
related  schools,  hospitals,  and  other 
institutions  which  benefit  individuals  and 
society. 

Such  historical  recollections  may 


appear  at  first  glance  to  have  little 
practical  significance  for  the  “now 
generation.”  We  readily  acknowledge 
that  it  is  possible  for  such  an  observance 
to  involve  little  more  than  a  remem¬ 
brance  of  past  accomplishments.  But  we 
believe  there  is  also  much  to  be  learned 
from  our  spiritual  forebears  which  can 
assist  us  as  we  prepare  to  face  the  future. 

Denominational  leaders  planning  the 
bicentennial  celebration  have  expressed 
the  hope  that  it  will  enable  United 
Methodists  to  feel  called  of  God  to 
“persist  in  the  traditional  Wesleyan 
emphasis  upon  and  commitment  to 
personal  righteousness,  social  justice 
and  peace.  ”  We  share  that  hope,  and  add 
to  it  the  hope  that  a  renewed  under¬ 
standing  of  the  roots  of  the  Methodist 
movement  might  serve  as  the  stimulus 
for  a  new  and  powerful  Wesleyan  revival 
through  which  God  will  accomplish  great 
things  during  the  third  century  of  our 
church’s  life. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  appreciated  your  editorials  and 
articles  recently  on  the  need  for  dialogue 
between  conservatives  and  liberals  (and 
those  in  between)  in  the  UMC,  and 
between  the  political  right  and  left  (and 
middle!)  (UMR,  Jan.  8).  The  call  is  a 
healthy  sign.  Let  us  hope  that  the 
dialogue  will  come,  that  it  will  be  wide- 
open,  and  that  it  will  focus  on  the  glory  of 
God  and  fidelity  to  His  Word. 

I  was  disappointed,  though,  in  your 
editorial,  “Opportunity  to  set  good 
example  turned  aside”  (UMR,  Jan.  29), 
in  which  you  criticized  President  Reagan 
for  failure  to  proclaim  publicly  his 
intentions  about  increasing  his  giving  to 
charitable  organizations  and/or 
individuals.  Our  Lord  said,  “When 
therefore  you  give  alms,  do  not  let  your 
left  hand  know  what  your  right  hand  is 
doing,  that  your  alms  may  be  in  secret; 
and  your  Father  who  sees  in  secret  will 
repay  you”  (Mt.  6:24). 

I  believe  Mr.  Reagan’s  refusal  to  say 
whether  he  would  increase  his  giving  was 
in  accord  with  this  principle.  I  think  it’s 
unfortunate  that  when  our  public 
officials  make  public  their  tax  returns 
they  cannot  withhold  the  section  on 
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doesn’t  lessen  friend’s  murder  v') ' 
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My  wife  called  late  in  the  second 
evening  of  a  conference  on  refugees  in 
Washington  (see  UMR,  Jan.  12)  —  I 
pulled  myself  from  a  briefcase  full  of 
handouts  and  speech  notes  on  human 
rights  violations  around  the  world  to 
answer  the  phone. 

Shirley’s  news  was  much  more 
personal.  A  friend  of  ours  from  our 
former  church  in  Ohio  had  been 
abducted,  raped  and  murdered. 

The  apparent  randomness  of  the  act 
that  made  her  a  victim  during  an 
afternoon  of  shopping  at  a  suburban  mall 
—  and  the  terror  of  the  circumstances  — 
set  our  feelings  spinning.  We  talked  of 
how  often  we  read  of  just  such  cases  in 
the  newspaper  and  of  how  the 
commonness  of  the  reports  had  calloused 
our  emotions.  We  talked  of  our  loss  and  of 
the  far  greater  loss  suffered  by  family 
and  friends  who  were  closer  to  the  slain 
woman. 

I  settled  again  into  trying  to  review 
from  the  conference  material.  But  an 
earlier  conversation  soon  overtook  my 
thoughts. 

At  supper,  I  had  been  eating  with 
strangers  at  a  cafeteria  table.  Another 
person  approached  the  table,  reminded 
the  others  of  a  mutual  acquaintance  from 
El  Salvador  now  living  in  this  country 
and  said,  “She  just  got  word  that  her 
family  was  in  the  massacre  of  civilians 
(in  Morazan  province  of  El  Salvador). 
Only  her  mother  survived.  All  others  in 
her  family  were  killed.” 

This  incident  already  had  been 
addressed  in  generalities  by  church 
leaders  at  the  ecumenical  conference.  An 
El  Salvador  army  battalion,  trained  by 
U.S.  military  forces,  had  swept  through 
Morazan  in  pursuit  of  Marxist  guerrillas. 
Considerably  fewer  than  300  civilians 
were  killed  by  the  military,  according  to 
the  U.S.  State  Department.  Estimates  of 
closer  to  1,000  came  from  the  New  York 
Times,  Washington  Post  and  the  Human 
Rights  Commission  of  El  Salvador  after 
separate  investigations. 

The  conversation  overheard  at  supper 
brought  those  big  numbers  down  to  a 
more  personal  level.  I  abhorred  this 
incident  —  in  my  mind. 

Now,  later  in  the  evening,  I  was 
hearing  about  a  single  act  of  violence  in 
Ohio.  And  I  grieved  —  in  my  heart. 

Set  against  the  massive  suffering  in  El 
Salvador,  the  importance  of  one  life  lost 
in  Cincinnati  was  not  reduced  a  bit. 
Rather,  I  was  touched  with  a  simple 
truth  my  mind  had  known  all  along,  each 
one  of  those  thousands  of  persons  killed 
in  El  Salvador  during  the  last  three  years 
by  government  forces  and  by  right-wing 
and  left-wing  terrorists  left  suffering 


friends  and  relatives,  outraged  by  the 
random,  meaningless  violence. 

Can  a  person  understand  the  suffering 
from  a  single  such  incident  —  multiplied 
thousands  of  times  —  and  not  raise 
questions  about  the  present  type  of 
involvement  of  our  country  in  El 
Salvador?  Of  the  turning  back  of  citizens 
from  El  Salvador  seeking  asylum  in  this 
country?  These  were  questions  asked  in 
numerous  ways  during  the  conference  on 
refugees. 

Church  leaders  acknowledged  that  a 
tension  exists  between  doing  what  is 
practical  and  what  is  compassionate.  But 
United  Methodist  Bishop  A.  James 
Armstrong  asked  the  audience:  If  the 
church  doesn’t  wave  the  banner  of 
compassion  before  the  world’s 
governments,  who  will? 

In  Ohio,  the  church  reached  out  to 
those  who  were  suffering  by  expressing 
love  and  care.  The  community  sought  to 
reduce  the  likelihood  of  similar 
incidents,  in  the  future,  particularly  by 
educating  women  in  ways  to  defend 
themselves.  Nobody  said  a  problem 
didn’t  exist.  Sympathy  clearly  was  on  the 
side  of  the  victims. 

At  the  same  time,  leaders  of  our 
nation’s  government  laud  the 
government  of  El  Salvador  and  announce 
the  sending  of  another  $55  million  in 
military  and  economic  aid  because  fewer 
people  supposedly  were  killed  during 
1981  than  1980. 

To  scream  for  efforts  to  bring  about 
change  in  El  Salvador  is  not  necessarily 
to  advocate  for  the  guerrillas  or  even  to 
oppose  U.S.  aid  to  El  Salvador’s 
government.  For  example,  the  Rev.  Ed 
Robb,  chairman  of  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy  and  a 
proponent  of  U.S.  aid,  recently  toured  El 
Salvador.  Among  his  conclusions?  The 
U.S.  must  apply  all  pressure  possible  on 
the  government  to  stop  the  atrocities  of 
its  military,  he  said. 

The  calluses  formed  by  too  many 
news  reports  of  torture  and  mutilation  in 
El  Salvador  and  by  the  difficulty  in 
finding  practical  solutions  threaten  to 
paralyze  our  conscience,  both  as 
individual  Christians  and  as  a 
community  of  faith.  I’m  proud  that  our 
church  —  along  with  many  others  — 
continues  to  carry  the  banner  of 
compassion,  to  share  love  and  care  in  the 
refugee  camps  of  Central  America,  to 
enter  the  detention  centers  in  our  nation 
to  ensure  that  asylum  seekers  are  not 
being  mistreated,  and  to  call  on  our  own 
government  at  least  to  acknowledge  the 
unjust  suffering  being  experienced  by 
the  people  of  El  Salvador. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


charitable  donations  in  order  to  remain 
in  accord  with  our  Lord’s  words.  (I  do 
think  though,  that  it  is  important  in  a  free 
enterprise  and  democratic  system  that 
the  rest  of  their  returns  be  made  public.) 

The  amount  Mr.  Reagan  gives  to 
charity,  organized  or  individual,  is 
between  him  and  God.  Whether  I 
believed  in  tithing  and  going  beyond  the 
tithe  or  not,  I  would  have  been  at  a  loss 
for  words  in  answer  to  the  reporter’s 
question.  How  could  I  respond  in  a  way 
that  would  be  publicly  acceptable 
without  violating  our  Lord’s  injunction 
that  we  let  our 4  ‘alms  be  in  secret?  ” 

It  is  also  counterproductive  to  suggest 
that  his  charitable  giving  ought  to  be 
more  directed  toward  organizations  than 
toward  individuals  who  are  helped  by 
organizations.  If  all  of  us  did  our  best  to 
give  to  those  needy  individuals  around 
us,  the  organizations  would  have  little  of 
such  work  to  do.  When  Christians  are 
taught  to  “remember  the  poor”  (Gal. 
2:10),  I  don’t  think  this  is  directed  only  to 
the  organized  church,  but  to  individual 
Christians  who  are  to  give  to  individual 
needy  people.  If  we  would  all  do  our  part 
in  this,  it  would  be  a  more  efficient  way 
to  care  for  the  poor  —  there  wouldn’t  be 
such  high  administrative  costs. 

Cal  Beisner 

Pea  Ridge,  Arkansas 

Christians  should 
be  more  constructive 

To  the  Editor : 

After  reading  the  editorials  in  the  Jan. 
29  issue  I  became  sick!  And  I  have  to 
admit  it  wasn’t  the  first  time  they  had 
affected  me  this  way ! 

I  can’t  believe  a  Christian  paper  could 
print  such  judgmental  trash.  I’m  afraid 
your  party  politics  are  showing ! 

As  to  Mr.  Reagan’s  tithing,  I  feel  that  is 
a  private  matter  and  his  business, 
between  the  Lord  and  Mr.  Reagan  and  not 
the  editors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter!  My  Bible  has  a  verse  of 
scripture  which  says  something  about 
not  even  letting  the  left  hand  know  what 
the  right  hand  is  doing! 

I,  too,  help  individuals.  At  the  present 
time  I  am  helping  a  blind  graduate 
student  from  Japan  and  I  keep  no  record 
of  what  I  contribute  to  helping  this 
brilliant  young  man  get  his  master’s 
degree.  But  it  is  considerable  and  I  do  it 
to  the  glory  of  God!  It  is  not  “tax 
deductible.”  Who  are  you  to  judge  how 
Christian  people  are  to  tithe? 

Most  Americans  know  our  government 
needs  overhauling.  Why  can’t  we  support 
our  president  in  his  efforts  instead  of 
trying  to  pick  at  every  little  thing  the 
newspapers  print.  This  is  such  a 
wonderful  nation  and  we  are  so  blessed. 
Can’t  we  be  constructive  instead  of 
nitpickers?  And  couldn’t  it  start  with 
Christian  people  and  their  newspapers! 

Blair  Tomme 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

We  should  revive  altar  calls 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  interest  your  editorial 
headlined  “Sharing  of  life’s  faith 
experiences  ought  to  be  available  to 
Christians”  (UMR,  Jan.  22). 

I  was  appreciative  of  your  comments 
concerning  the  sharing  of  our  joys  and 
concerns  during  the  worship  service.  The 
support  the  rest  of  the  congregation  can 
have  in  this  time  of  the  service  is  great.  It 
is  carrying  the  scriptures  out  in  sharing 
our  joys  and  sorrows. 

Your  statement  followed  concerning 
“the  altar  calls  of  the  past  should  remain 
a  part  of  the  past.”  I  am  one  who  gives 
altar  calls  as  I  feel  led  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
I  wonder  if  this  is  not  also  a  time  of 
sharing  our  joys  and  concerns;  the  joy  of 
victory  around  the  altar  which  in  the  past 
was  a  trademark  of  the  Methodist 
church.  Have  we  not  lost  some  of  the 
spiritual  thrust  of  the  worship  service 
because  we  have  shut  off  the  moving  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  order  to  get  back  to  our 
routines? 

The  time  around  the  altar  in  the  past 
was  a  time  of  people  praying  through  on 
problems  of  sin  or  just  of  life. 

We  need  to  revive  the  altar  calls  in  our 
churches  as  led  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God. 
Were  there  emotions  expressed  there? 
Yes!  How  much  emotion  is  shown  in  our 


churches  of  today  is  shown  in  our 
decrease  in  membership  each  year. 
Maybe  we  ought  to  have  some  “Amens” 
and  “Hallelujahs”  that  once  were  such  a 
part  of  our  spiritual  heritage. 

Many  services  of  today  have  people 
coming  and  going  with  no  change  of 
attitude  or  emotions,  because  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  been  kept  on  the  outside  of  the 
churches,  rather  than  being  free  to 
operate  on  the  inside  of  our  churches. 

Praise  God,  He  is  still  in  the  business  of 
changing  people’s  lives  and  bringing  new 
dimensions  into  their  daily  living. 

Earl  L.  McCallum 
Burbank,  California 

What  has  become  of  claim 
to  be  followers  of  Christ? 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  ironic  that  the  day  after  our  nation 
broadcast  to  the  world  what  seems  to 
have  been  a  TV  extravaganza 
condemning  Russia  for  oppression  of  the 
Polish  people,  we  hear  that  our  President 
is  determined  to  send  another  $50  million 
(and  probably  $100  million  later)  in 
military  aid  to  the  government  in  El 
Salvador. 

We  are  told  that  our  “national 
interests”  are  at  stake  —  that  if  we  lose 
El  Salvador,  the  rest  of  Central  America 
and  the  Caribbean  will  collapse  like  the 
proverbial  stack  of  dominoes. 

Our  leaders  say  we  have  already  lost 
Nicaragua.  When  was  Nicaragua  ours  to 
lose?  It  was  only  our  control  of  it  that  we 
lost. 

If  that  region  goes  communist,  we  can 
blame  primarily  our  government’s 
protection  of  our  multinational 
corporations  in  their  ruthless 
exploitation  of  those  weaker  nations. 

If  we  American  Christians  remain 


silent  and  tolerate  without  opposition  the 
continued  support  of  oppression  of  the 
poverty  stricken  people  of  that  area, 
what  has  become  of  our  claim  to  be 
followers  of  Christ? 

Is  the  world  to  see  El  Salvador  as  this 
nation’s  Poland?  „  ..  .  . 

Gail  Asel 

Maysville,  Missouri 

To  be  ‘in,’  not  of  world 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  materials, 
"Questionable  Coverage.”  I  think  you’re 
doing  a  good  job  of  objective  and  (as 
much  as  possible)  factual  reporting  in 
this  issue. 

After  further  reading,  I  still  feel  that 
the  Oct.  9-11  conference  reflected  much 
Marxist  influence  and  very  little 
Christian  influence. 

Although  no  further  relation  with  the 
conference  groups  is  planned  (UMR, 
Jan.  15),  the  reasons  seem  poor.  I  feel 
that  the  major  problem  is  how  to  be  “in 
the  world”  but  not  “of  the  world.”  We 
should  be  able  to  participate  in 
conferences  without  appearing  to 
endorse  all  that  goes  on.  John  Yoder 

Elkhart,  Indiana 

Small  church  story  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  to  the  Reporter  and  its  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  Roy  Beck  for  such  a  wonder¬ 
ful  series  of  articles  regarding  small 
membership  churches  in  the  Feb.  5  issue. 

I  hope  our  church’s  district  superin¬ 
tendents  pick  up  on  this  and  send  you 
many  story  suggestions  regarding  small 
membership  churches.  This  is  a  much- 
needed  emphasis  in  United  Methodism, 
and  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Jim  Hankins 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 


Welcome  to  readers  of  new  local  church  editions 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  1,000 
member-families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Plano,  Texas  (North  Texas  Conference) 
and  approximately  1,400  member 
families  of  the  St.  James  UMC  in 
Danville,  Illinois  (Central  Illinois 
Conference).  Our  new  readers  in 
Danville  were  previously  welcomed  in 
the  issue  of  Jan.  29,  but  the  start  of  their 
special  edition  of  the  Reporter  was 
delayed  until  this  issue. 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 


U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  couioiiung  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinions,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Plano  and 
Danville,  we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


How  often  have  you  wished  that  what  you  did  or  said  . .  or  gave  made  a  difference? 
When  you  give  to  the  World  Service  Fund  you  help  speak  the  Christian  message. 
Your  gifts  help  do  that  by  supporting  United  Methodist  agencies  engaged  in  evangelism, 
Christian  education,  youth  and  children's  ministries,  church  development,  higher 
education  and  social  justice.  □  Your  gift  makes  a  world  of  difference  as  the  social 
implications  of  the  Gospel  surface  in  this  and  more  than  90  nations  of  the  world. 
□  The  only  limit  on  the  difference  we  can  make  is  how  generous  we  are  in  our 
giving.  The  1982  World  Service  Fund  goal  is  $29,935,000. 

HELP  YOUR  CHURCH  GIVE  ITS  FAIR  SHARE 

For  information  on  the  World  Service  Fund,  write: 

United  Methodist  Communications.  1200  Davis  St., 

Evanston,  IL  60201. 


/t"' 

kJ.  Uni 
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Somalia  refugee  ‘crisis’  ends 

Interchurch  relief  work  shifts  to  self-help  emphasis 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

MOGADISHU,  Somalia  -  The 
“emergency  crisis”  in  food  and  health  is 
now  over  among  the  world’s  largest  con¬ 
centration  of  refugees.  They  continue  to 
live  in  camps  strung  along  Somalia’s  bor¬ 
der  with  Ethiopia.  But  international  of¬ 
ficials  say  that  like  the  Palestinian  refugee 
problem  in  the  Middle  East,  the  crowded 
camps  and  continuing  tensions  between 
the  two  nations  in  the  “horn  of  Africa” 
pose  one  of  the  most  complex  and  politi¬ 
cally  dangerous  situations  in  the  world. 

Between  1978  and  1981  some  1.3  million 
ethnic  Somalis  fled  from  Ethiopia  when 
the  ages-old  dispute  over  the  Ogaden  region 
—  which  Somalia  claims  is  rightfully 
theirs  —  flared  into  war  over  the  border. 
Severe  drought  in  the  same  area  at  the  same 
time  forced  even  more  persons  out  of  the 
region.  The  government  of  Somalia  wel¬ 
comed  the  refugees  who  are  related  ethni¬ 
cally  and  linguistically  to  the  Somalis. 

“Tell  our  people  back  home  that  their 
efforts  have  been  successful  in  staving 
off  starvation  and  disease  for  these 
homeless  people,  and  in  offering  them 
some  hope  for  the  future,”  was  the  most 
common  plea  this  reporter  heard  from 
Christian  workers  and  relief  officials. 

“It’s  not  our  achievement,  but  that  of 
all  those  who  have  supported  us  and 
prayed  for  us,”  said  Peggy  Heiner,  a 
United  Methodist  medical  coordinator  at 
Ali  Matan,  one  of  33  camps  which  stretch 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  see  along  the  Juba 
River  near  the  border. 

Starvation  pictures  misleading 

Films  and  pictures  of  starving  refugee 
children  in  the  hot  (up  to  130°),  dusty 
camps  —  which  are  still  being  widely 
shown  in  the  United  States  —  were  called 
“almost  fraudulent”  by  Christian  relief  offi¬ 
cials  here.  Coming  in  for  the  heaviest  criti¬ 
cism  were  World  Vision  and  International 
Christian  Aid,  two  of  the  agencies  with 
the  largest  budgets  among  the  29  private 
and/or  Christian  relief  groups  which  are 
at  work  among  the  refugees. 

“Food  is  adequate  and  sometimes  plen¬ 
tiful  in  the  camps,  and  the  food  distribution 
system  managed  by  CARE  (an  inter¬ 
national  relief  organization)  has  cut  the  loss 
of  food,”  said  Norris  Nordvold,  the  direc¬ 
tor  here  of  the  Interchurch  Response  for 
the  Horn  of  Africa.  Interchurch  is  the 
channel  through  which  United  Methodists 
are  able  to  respond  to  this  situation.  Pre¬ 
viously  a  lot  of  world  press  attention  was 
focused  on  the  relief  efforts  here  because 
of  the  scandalous  mismanagement  of  food 
deliveries  under  the  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees. 

Since  June  of  1981  the  distribution 
system  has  b^en  working  efficiently  and 
supplies  of  porridge  (ground  corn  and 
soya)  or  wheat,  oil  and  dried  milk  given 
by  donor  nations  are  delivered  on  a 
weekly  schedule. 

Providing  medical  care,  improving 
water  supplies  and  developing  self-help 
programs  has  been  the  special  con¬ 
tribution  of  the  voluntary  agencies.  Each 
private  agency  is  responsible  for  ad¬ 
ministering  these  programs  at  one  of  the 
camps  in  cooperation  with  the  Somali 
camp  commander. 

Health  improves  dramatically 

“The  health  of  the  refugees  has  im¬ 
proved  dramatically,”  Mr.  Nordvold  said, 
crediting  both  the  Interchurch  medical 
program  and  adequate  food  supplies  at  Ali 
Matan  camp  which  holds  about  20,000  refu¬ 
gees.  “Food  is  the  best  medicine.”  Ali 
Matan  is  in  the  semi-arid  Gedo  region 
about  210  miles  from  Somalia’s  coastal 
capital  of  Mogadishu.  About  one-third  of 
all  the  refugees  are  in  this  area. 

Mr.  Nordvold’s  assessment  was  reitera¬ 
ted  to  the  delegation  of  Interchurch  offi¬ 
cials  visiting  Somalia  during  late  January 
and  early  February  by  a  variety  of 
sources,  including  officials  of  the  United 
Nation’s  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees, 
Somalia  government  health  officials,  other 
voluntary  relief  workers,  the  U.S.  ambas¬ 
sador  and  USAID  director. 

In  fact,  relief  workers  have  a  new 
worry:  that  the  weekly  distribution  of 
food  may  be  providing  refugees  with  a 
better  standard  of  living  than  that  of 
local  Somalis  in  this  host  nation  which  is 
the  world’s  eighth  poorest.  Because  of 
this  concern,  dried  milk  is  being # 
eliminated  from  the  food  program. 

While  the  immediate  crisis  is  over,  In¬ 
terchurch  and  other  relief  officials  say 
that  the  toughest  work  lies  just  ahead. 
That  is  to  help  the  thousands  of  displaced 
persons  —  mostly  nomads  and  some  farm¬ 
ers  —  find  a  useful  future.  Government 
officials  say  they  are  counting  heavily  on 
the  management  and  leadership  skills  of 
Christian  relief  workers  who  are  here 
because  they  believe  they  have  a  special 
mission  to  fulfill. 

Interchurch  'unique* 

The  Interchurch  Response  for  the  Horn 
of  Africa  is  a  cooperative  relief  and 
development  program  of  Church  World 
Service,  the  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  Catholic  Relief  Ser¬ 
vices  and  Lutheran  World  Relief,  which 
was  organized  in  August  1980.  This 
unique  united  effort  was  formed  because 
“this  situation  was  far  bigger  than  any  of 
the  U.S.  churches  could  handle  alone,” 
said  the  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  at  the 
time  it  was  formed.  Protestant  churches 
in  Western  Europe  have  organized  a 
similar  group  and  are  working  here  with 
Interchurch  and  more  than  two  dozen 
other  voluntary  agencies. 

Now  that  the  crisis  situation  has  been 
alleviated,  some  organizations  which 
focus  strictly  on  disaster  relief  —  such  as 
the  International  Red  Cross  —  are 
pulling  out  rapidly.  Others,  such  as  In¬ 
terchurch,  have  a  commitment  to  stay 
and  help  people  make  new  beginnings 


through  self-help  and  development. 
These  groups  are  now  launching  pilot 
programs  to  help  resolve  what  looks  like 
a  long-term  problem. 

Will  support  continue? 

A  major  worry  here  is  that  church 
members  and  individuals  will  not  be  as 
eager  to  provide  financial  support  for  the 
new  projects  aimed  at  promoting  self- 
reliance  and  development  as  they  were 
for  feeding  starving  children. 

“This  is  truly  a  Western  problem,” 
said  Arith  Frey  of  the  Mennonite  Central 
Committee’s  staff.  “Westerners  need  to 
get  over  this  fascination  with  refugees 
and  starvation;  the  ongoing  need  is 
equally  if  not  more  important  to  the 
future.” 

Dr.  Ron  Waldman,  on  loan  to  the 
Somalia  Ministry  of  Health  from  the  Cen¬ 


ter  for  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta,  said 
the  attention  and  concern  generated  by 
refugees  and  starving  children  is 
something  of  a  puzzlement.  “Why  didn’t 
anybody  have  any  particular  concern 
about  Somalia  before  (the  crisis)?” 

Otto  Hagenbuchle,  the  representative 
here  of  the  United  Nations  High  Com¬ 
missioner  on  Refugees,  is  more  op¬ 
timistic.  “Self  reliance  projects  may 
have  sufficient  attractive  value  for  those 
potential  donors  who  want  to  do  with  and 
not  for  people  in  need.” 

Also  aware  of  the  fact  that  people  lose 
interest  when  a  crisis  is  over  is  U.S.  Am¬ 
bassador  Donald  Peterson  who  told  the 
Interchurch  delegation:  “There  has  to  be 
a  persistent  effort  in  the  U.S.  to  sustain 
the  interest  of  the  American  people  in 
Somalia.” 


ALI  MATAN,  Somalia  —  Refugees’  wood-stick  houses,  called  “mondules”  bake  in  the  equatorial  African  sun,  driving  everyone 
into  the  shaded  shelters  during  the  afternoon.  Somalia,  the  eighth  poorest  nation  in  the  world  —  about  the  size  of  Texas  —  hosts 
about  1.3  million  refugees  from  neighboring  Ethiopia  in  33  similar  camps.  umr  staff  photos  by  sharon  mielke 


SOMALIA 

Main  Tcwns  and  Regional  Boundaries 


Indian  Methodist  leads  program 

Food  harvests  whet  appetite  for  change 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  On  this  page  are 
the  first  of  several  reports  by  UMR 
Managing  Editor  Sharon  Mielke  up¬ 
dating  our  readers  on  Christian  relief 
and  development  efforts  in  Somalia  — 
a  nation  in  arid  East  Africa  which  has 
the  world’s  largest  concentration  of 
refugees.  While  the  refugee 
population  is  almost  solely  Muslim 
(Sunni  sect),  Christians  from  around 
the  world  have  recognized  the 
desperate  need  of  thousands  of 
uprooted  and  homeless  people 
crowded  into  a  country  which  has  a 
continuous  shortfall  of  food,  and 
sought  to  respond  in  light  of  Jesus’  ad¬ 
monition  that  “as  you  do  it  to  the  least 
of  these  you  do  it  for  me.” 

Ms.  Mielke  accompanied  a 
delegation  Jan.  26-Feb.  4  representing 
the  three  U.S.  groups  which  have 
joined  forces  to  form  the  Interchurch 
Response  for  the  Horn  of  Africa  — 
Church  World  Service,  Lutheran 
World  Relief  and  Catholic  Relief  Ser¬ 
vices. 

Stories  in  this  and  succeeding  issues 
include: 

•  The  crisis  is  over;  efforts  now  turn 
to  development; 

•  Saving  wood  builds  self-help  in¬ 
dustry,  pride; 

•  Refugees  grow  food  and  learn  new 
occupation; 

•  Christian  medical  team  trans¬ 
forms  health  system; 

•  What  it  means  to  offer  a  Christian 
witness  in  a  Muslim  society; 

•  An  analysis  of  the  future  alter¬ 
natives  for  refugees  who  are  caught  in 
a  Palestinian-like  political  tension. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ALI  MATAN,  Somalia  —  When  Hem- 
chandra  Hiwale,  a  Methodist  agronomist 
from  Bombay,  India,  arrived  here  last 
April  he  found  thousands  of  people  who 
had  “no  work  but  to  dance  all  night.” 

He  set  about  changing  that.  In  addition 
to  helping  relieve  the  boredom  by 
providing  “something  to  do”  for  many  of 
the  camp’s  20,000  refugees  with  time  on 
their  hands,  the  fresh  food  they  now  grow 
supplements  their  diet  of  porridge,  oil 
and  milk  which  is  provided  by  other 
nations. 

Further,  some  of  the  nomadic  Somalis 
may  be  led  to  abandon  their  nomadic 
lifestyle  and  take  up  farming  as  an  oc¬ 
cupation.  Among  the  refugee  population, 
an  estimated  one-third  already  had  some 
agricultural  experience  in  their 
Ethiopian  homeland.  They  have  eagerly 
taken  up  Mr.  Hiwale’s  program  and  in¬ 
fluenced  the  nomadic  herdsmen  to  join 
in. 

The  camp,  located  on  the  banks  of  the 
broad  Juba  River,  will  boast  1,000  acres 
under  cultivation  during  the  coming 
rainy  —  and  growing  —  season  in  late 
March,  April  and  May.  About  100  acres 
are  being  irrigated  year-round  to  provide 
a  visual  “green  belt”  along  the  river 
covered  by  maize,  eggplant,  cucumber, 
tomato,  onion,  squash,  watermelon  and 
cantaloupe.  It  is  a  beautiful  relief  to  the 
dry,  brown  and  barren  landscape. 

His  Christian  commitment  has  led  Mr. 
Hiwale  to  commit  the  last  seven  years  to 
Third  World  development,  coming  here 
from  the  Sudan  to  be  part  of  the  In¬ 
terchurch  Response  for  the  Horn  of 
Africa,  a  unique  cooperative  program 
focusing  increasingly  on  self-help 
programs  (see  related  article  on  this 
page).  In  fact,  Interchurch  has 
spearheaded  the  entire  agricultural 
program  and  has  been  asked  to  take  the 
lead  in  construction  and  reforestation 
programs  as  w ell,  by  the  United  Nation’s 
High  Commissioner  for  the  entire  Gedo 
region  which  contains  one-third  of  the 
estimated  700,000  refugees  in  camps 
along  the  border  between  Somalia  and 
Ethiopia. 

Mr.  Hiwale  said  he  received  a  “very 
poor  response”  when  the  agriculture 
program  was  first  introduced,  but  now 
more  and  more  want  to  get  involved.  He 
had  some  240  families  at  Ali  Matan  — 


which  represents  at  least  1,200  people  — 
working  their  own  three-quarter  acre 
plots,  to  produce  the  first  crop.  Seed  was 
supplied  by  Interchurch  Response  — 
which  is  made  up  of  Lutheran  World 
Relief,  Church  World  Service  and 
Catholic  Relief  Services. 

Mr.  Hiwale  is  realistic  about  the 
limited  possibilities  of  the  Gedo  area 


with  its  scant  rainfall  (30  inches  an¬ 
nually)  although  the  soil  is  fertile.  Fer¬ 
tilizers,  tractors  and  most  insecticides 
are  too  expensive  to  be  secured  —  so  he 
emphasizes  maximum  use  of  local 
materials  and  resources,  composting, 
water  management,  irrigation  tech¬ 
niques  and  labor  intensive  methods. 

“We  had  no  tools  to  cultivate  or  plant 


Wood  saving  critical  need 


•  ALI  MATAN,  Somalia  —  A  nomad-turned-farmer  proudly  shows  off  the  produce  of  his 
three-quarter  acre  farm  to  visitors.  The  agriculture  program,  under  Hemchandra 
Hiwale’s  direction,  now  extends  to  five  other  refugee  camps  in  addition  to  Ali  Matan. 


the  first  crop  last  year,”  he  said,  “so  we 
used  sticks  to  dig  and  plant  seeds.”  He 
said  the  International  Red  Cross  saw  this 
and  provided  each  family  with  a  shovel, 
a  rake  and  a  hoe. 

Now  the  agricultural  program  has 
been  expanded  to  five  additional  camps, 
and  Mr.  Hiwale  is  the  regional 
agronomist  supervising  the  project  for 
the  United  Nations  High  Commission  on 
Refugees  with  his  headquarters  at  Ali 
Matan. 

This  week  he  is  launching  “the  kitchen 
garden”  program  with  150  women, 
coming  to  classes  twice  a  week  to  learn! 
how  to  grow  and  use  vegetables  some  of 
which  are  not  familiar  to  them,  such  as 
eggplant.  ' 

Each  family  will  be  encouraged  to' 
grow  two  papayas  as  part  of  the  kitchen 
garden.  It  matures  and  bears  fruit  in 
nine  months  and  can  be  grown  with 
waste  water  from  washing. 

Mr.  Hiwale  is  also  introducing  oxen 
and  oxen  carts  to  farmers  as  more  useful 
than  tractors  for  hauling  rocks,  foods  and 
other  heavy  loads. 

“We  don’t  need  them  for  plowing;  we 
have  plenty  of  manual  labor  to  do  that,” 
he  said.  Mr.  Hiwale  said  Somalia’s 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  gave  Ali  Matan 
camp  the  first  pair  of  oxen. 

It  turns  out  that  Mr.  Hiwale  saved  the 
oxen  from  the  slaughter  house.  When  he 
asked  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  for 
some  oxen,  he  was  told  there  were 
already  some  in  the  country  they  didn’t 
know  what  to  do  with  so  they  were  about 
to  be  slaughtered  for  meat. 

Mr.  Hiwale  is  assisted  by  a  hydrologist 
from  Sri  Lanka,  Mr.  D.  T.  Ariyatne,  who  is 
experimenting  with  drip  irrigation  systems 
and  pedal  water  pumps  and  who  helps 
teach  the  budding  farmers  here  to  build 
irrigation  ridges  to  carry  water. 

Mr.  Hiwale,  who  is  also  trained  in 
animal  husbandry,  has  dreams  for  im¬ 
proving  milk  production  in  the  cattle  and 
goat  herds  of  the  region  through  cross¬ 
breeding  local  stock  with  imported  stock. 

While  he  recognizes  that  not  every 
refugee  will  ever  be  interested  in 
agriculture,  many  will  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  develop  skills  they  can  carry 
with  them  if  they  return  to  their  nomadic 
life,  and  perhaps  improved  flocks.  Mean¬ 
while,  many  are  busy  and  usefully  oc¬ 
cupied. 

- SHARON  MIELKE 


‘No  hand-outs’  but  help  up  brought  by  young  engineer 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ALI  MATAN,  Somalia  —  “I  didn’t 
come  here  to  participate  in  any  handout 
program;  I  came  to  help  people  par¬ 
ticipate  in  self-reliance  and  their  own 
development,”  Hank  Cauley,  a  curly- 
haired  Irish  Roman  Catholic  engineer 
who  is  an  expert  in  fuel  saving  technology, 
told  a  circle  of  Somali  brick  workers. 

The  exchange  occurred  the  first  day  of 
February  when  Hank  asked  a  group  of 
Somali  refugee  trainees  what  they 
thought  he  was  here  for.  “They  said, 
‘You’re  here  to  make  bricks  and  build 
stoves  for  us .’  I  said,  ‘Wrong,  I’m  here  to 
teach  you  to  do  that  for  yourself.’  ”  He  told 
the  Reporter  that  his  desire  to  combine 
his  faith  with  his  commitment  to  the  use 
of  appropriate  technology  for  Third 


World  development  led  him  to  sign  on 
with  Interchurch  (see  related  stories 
elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

Mr.  Cauley  is  on  a  three-month  assign¬ 
ment.  His  mission  is  that  of  developing 
ways  to  save  wood.  He  has  developed  a 
fuel-efficient  cooking  stove  made  out  of 
the  local  clay  and  sand  to  replace  the 
traditional  open  fires  and  also  mud  brick 
construction  designed  to  replace  the 
traditional  wood-stick  homes. 

Saving  wood  is  an  urgent  need  here  as 
the  thousands  of  refugees  have  denuded 
miles  and  miles  of  land  to  build  cooking 
fires  and  houses,  according  to  In¬ 
terchurch  project  director  Norris  Nord¬ 
vold.  “This  program  in  conjunction  with 
tree-planting  is  designed  to  instill  respect 
for  trees  among  the  refugees.” 


ALI  MATAN,  Somalia  —  Hank  Cauley,  a  volunteer  in  technical  assistance,, 
demonstrates  the  mud  stove  he  engineered  to  meet  Somali  cooks’  needs  and  to  use 
minimal  amounts  of  wood  to  Geri  Hall,  a  public  health  nurse  on  the  staff  of  the 
Interchurch  Response  to  the  Horn  of  Africa. 


Some  75,000  trees  are  scheduled  for 
planting  when  the  rainy  season  begins  in 
April.  “We  are  waiting  for  the  first 
shower,”  Mr.  Nordvold  said. 

Hopes  for  the  reforestation  program 
are  pinned  to  the  leucaena  tree,  which  is 
sometimes  called  “the  miracle  tree.”  A 
member  of  the  legume  family  imported 
from  the  Philippines,  it  is  fast-growing 
and  its  leaves  can  be  used  to  feed  cattle, 
sheep  and  goats,  according  to  Interchurch 
agriculturalist  Hemchandra  Hiwale. 

Mr.  Hiwale  said  when  fully  grown,  the 
leucaena’s  branches  can  be  used  for 
building  or  even  for  furniture. 

Finding  wood  substitutes,  such  as  Mr. 
Cauley’s  mud-brick  housing  construction 
and  fuel-conserving  cook  stoves,  is  the 
other  side  of  the  reforestation  coin. 
Without  acceptable  and  inexpensive 
alternatives,  the  trees  will  continue  to 
disappear  and  produce  an  ever  widening 
ecological  disaster. 

Mr.  Cauley  told  the  Reporter  that 
Somali  women  seem  to  like  the  fuel- 
efficient  stoves  he  designed  to  fit  their 
traditional  hot,  fast  fire  cooking  needs 
and  they  are  eager  to  build  their  own. 

Their  interest  is  not  hard  to  understand 
since  women  are  the  ones  who  have  to 
walk  miles  from  camp  to  collect  firewood 
and  carry  upwards  of  50  pounds  on  their 
backs.  Not  only  does  the  stove  require  far 
less  fuel  —  about  one-third  —  it  also  is 
cooler  since  the  design  directs  the  heat 
into  the  cooking  pots  and  allows  little  to 
escape. 

This  week  the  Interchurch  staff  cook, 
Judy  Lehman,  a  Mennonite  from  New 
York,  is  starting  cooking  classes 
teaching  the  women  how  to  use  the  stove. 
She  will  also  teach  them  nutrition  and  in¬ 
troduce  the  use  and  cooking  of  several 
new  vegetables  now  being  grown  here. 
She  prepares  meals  for  the  15-member 
staff  here  entirely  on  the  first  stove  Mr. 
Cauley  built  in  the  camp  kitchen. 

The  cooking  classes  coordinate  the  fuel 
saving,  agriculture  and  health  programs 
as  the  refugees  use  stoves  they  have  built 
to  cook  food  they  have  grown. 


Interchurch  staff  members  are  con¬ 
stantly  reminded  of  how  easy  it  is  for  the 
refugees  to  become  dependent  on  them  — 
to  see  them  as  an  endless  source  of  food, 
medical  care  and  other  needs.  This 
realization  appears  to  have  redoubled 
the  staff’s  commitment  to  self-reliance 
programs  which  can  teach  Somalis  to 
provide  for  their  own  needs. 

The  mud-brick  building  program  is 
another  example  of  how  Somalis  are 
being  trained  to  use  local  materials  to 
produce  inexpensive  structures  and 
develop  a  new  local  industry. 

Mr.  Cauley  said  he  couldn’t  find  any 
trained  masons  among  the  refugees  —  or 
in  the  neighboring  towns.  “We  had  to 
start  everything  from  scratch.” 

Hired  through  the  Volunteers  in  Techni¬ 
cal  Assistance  organization,  he  arrived 
here  Dec.  21  of  last  year.  The  first  thing  he 
did  was  to  develop  test  bricks  to  determine 
the  optimum  combination  of  clay  and  sand 
and  lime  —  all  local  materials.  The  lime 
adds  strength  to  the  bricks  and  replaces 
cement  which  is  “too  expensive.” 

Using  the  Cinva  Ram  Block  technique, 
an  average  of  200  blocks,  each  4  x  5  X  12 
inches,  are  turned  out  to  dry  each  day  by 


his  masonry  group  who  are  paid  a  daily 
wage  of  about  $1.60. 

Their  first  structures  will  be  storage, 
buildings  and  a  medical  laboratory  for 
the  camp,  but  the  next  step  will  be  to 
build  homes.  Hopefully,  they  will  be  ac 
cepted  as  well  as  the  mud  stoves. 

“We  will  lay  them  up  like  a  patio  wall 
with  spaces  between  so  the  air  can  get 
through  as  it  does  through  the  wood-stick 
structures  (called  “mondules”)  Somalis 
traditionally  build. 

—  SHARON  MIELKE 


CHURCH  WIDE  AVERAGE  attendance  700  in  wor¬ 
ship,  470  in  church  school  seeks  full  time  Music 
Director  for  graded  choir  program.  Bachelors  in 
Music  and  personal  Christian  commitment  required. 
Salary  negotiable.  Resume  to:  Grace  UMC,  Pastor- 
Parish  Committee,  1206  Greenwood  Lan..  Alamo- 
gordo,  NM  88310. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  CHURCH  MUSIC-" 

Dynamic  downtown  church,  adjacent  Texas  capitol, 
UT ;  chance  to  develop  comprehensive  music 
program  with  growing,  diverse  congregation;  large 
student  constituency  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  to 
Dr.  Jack  Heacock.  Box  1666,  Austin,  TX  78767 


EXPERIENCED  CHURCH  BUSINES 

Administrator  day  person)  for  4,200-membe 
church.  Position  open  May  1,  1982.  Send  resum 
Indicating  background,  experience,  references  an 
photograph  to  First  UMC,  313  North  Center  St 
Arlington.  TX  76011 


ASBURY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

5838  S.  Sheridan  Road,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  74145 
Phone.  918-492-1771 
William  C.  Mason,  Minister 
ANNOUNCES  THE  AVAILABILITY  OF 

1 3%- 1 3V2- 1 4% 

COMPOUND  INTEREST  BONDS 

$3,000,000  ISSUE  OATED  MARCH  1,  1982 

For  Prospectus  and  Complete  Information  Contact: 

lit)  SHARE-  incorporated  CHURCH  FINANCE 
\V  3910  E.  51,  Suite  10,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  74135 
-X-  Phone:  1-800-331  9152 
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Group  eyes  ‘God  language’ 

UM taskforce  vows  ‘inclusive9 Bible,  not  rewrite 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Members  of  United 
Methodism’s  Task  Force  on  Language 
Guidelines  expect  some  controversy  to 
develop  over  their  upcoming  report  on 
language  about  God  but  not  over  the  rest 
qf  their  work. 

They  are  also  expected  to  update 
existing  denominational  guidelines  on 
language  which  may  stereotype  or 
oppress  persons  because  of  their  sex, 
age,  race  or  handicapping  condition. 

Task  force  members  emphasized  that 
their  work  on  “God  language”  is  not  and 
will  not  become  a  plan  to  “rewrite  the 
Bible.”  The  10-member  group,  named  by 
the  UMC’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  met  for  the  second  time  here 
Feb.  5-6.  Its  report  is  expected  at  the 
council’s  October  meeting. 

Several  members  of  the  task  force 
were  noticeably  tense  when  discussing 
reactions  they  have  received  from  both 
men  and  women  to  their  public 
comments  about  the  inclusiveness  of 
language  used  to  talk  about  God. 

The  Rev.  James  White,  vice-chair  of 
the  group,  told  of  two  letter-writers  who 
even  “invoked  divine  retribution  against 
me.”  The  secretary,  Betty  Anderson  of 
Lubbock,  Texas,  related  how  negatively 
some  United  Methodists  have  reacted  to 
her  talks  on  the  subject. 

Members  agreed  it  is  important  they 
remain  sensitive  to  the  strong  feelings 


people  have  and  to  be  “conscious  of  the 
church  universal’’  in  developing 
guidelines. 

Mandated  by  the  1980  General 
Conference,  the  task  force  report  and 
recommendations  will  go  through  the 
GCOM  and  be  presented  to  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

As  explained  by  the  Rev.  Roy  Sano  of 
the  Pacific  School  of  Religion  in 
Berkeley,  Calif.,  “We  are  interested  in 
producing  principles  for  a  more  inclusive 
way  of  interpreting  our  biblical  and 
theological  heritage.” 

Task  force  members,  conscious  in 
their  discussions  that  they  are  operating 
in  a  sensitive  area,  agreed  only  that  their 
report  may  have  “implications”  for  UM 
printed  and  audio-visual  materials,  as 
well  as  for  worship  materials,  liturgies 
and  hymns. 

The  task  force’s  executive  committee 
will  instruct  the  writer,  yet  to  be  chosen, 
that  the  report  will  be  specifically 
limited  to  “God  language”  will  not 
"change,  revise  or  distort  Scripture”  and 
will  “seek  evidence  of  inclusiveness’’  in 
existing  translations  of  the  Bible  and 
other  studies  of  the  subject. 

Updating  existing  guidelines 
mandated  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  is  expected  to  cause  less 
controversy. 

Children  as  the  victims  of  ageism  will 
be  included  as  a  new  aspect  of  the 
updated  “Guidelines  for  Eliminating 


Racism,  Ageism  and  Sexism  in  UM 
Resource  Materials.”  The  task  force  also 
will  add  a  section  on  verbal  prejudice 
against  persons  with  disabling 
conditions. 

Dr.  White,  a  worship  specialist  on  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  faculty,  cited 
the  way  children  are  treated  in  churches 
as  an  example  of  ageism.  They  are  not 
always  welcome  during  worship 
services,  he  said.  And  in  some  churches, 
although  they  attend  services,  they  are 
not  allowed  to  take  communion. 

“It  is  almost  as  though  they  are  not 
people  who  can  worship  God  until  they 
can  use  reason  and  logic,”  Dr.  White  said 
during  a  small-group  session. 

The  Rev.  Toby  Gould  interjected,  “And 
that  eliminates  mentally  retarded 
persons  at  any  age.”  Mr.  Gould  is  head  of 
the  UMC’s  national  office  on  ministries 
with  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions. 

Mr.  Gould  gave  as  another  example  of 
“handicappism”  the  invitation  heard  in 
some  congregations:  “Let’s  all  stand  up 
and  sing  like  good  Methodists.”  This,  he 
said,  excludes  those  whose  physical 
conditions  make  them  unable  to  stand. 

Dr.  White  commented,  “I’m  afraid  our 
consciousnesses  weren’t  very  high  on 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions” 
when  the  1976  General  Conference 
mandated  that  a  guideline  for 
eliminating  racism,  ageism  and  sexism 
be  prepared. 


Hamline  re-creates  first  intercollegiate  basketball  game 


ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  There  was  a  crowd  on  the  floor  as  well  as  in  the  stands  when  the  first  intercollegiate  basketball  game  in  the 
history  of  the  sport  was  re-created  at  United  Methodist-related  Hamline  University  here  Jan.  16. 

Hamline  and  opposing  team,  the  University  of  Minnesota-St.  Paul,  staged  the  bout  between  nine-man  teams  during  half-time  of 
the  Hamline-Bethel  College  contest.  The  first  intercollegiate  basketball  game  was  played  in  1895. 

The  event.  National  College  Basketball  Day,  marked  the  90th  anniversary  of  the  sport  invented  by  James  Naismith  in 
December  1891.  Under  the  old  rules,  there  were  nine  men  on  each  team  and  each  was  restricted  to  either  the  forecourt,  midcourt 
or  backcourt. 

Baskets  counted  only  one  point  and  were  evidently  hard  to  come  by  as  the  final  score  at  the  recent  game  was  Hamline  0, 
Minnesota  2. 

Taskforce  revieivs  documentation 


Moral  Majority  bows  out 


Coalition  plans  TV  boycott  March  2 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Associate  Editor 

The  Coalition  for  Better  Television  has 
announced  a  national  boycott  of  certain 
television  sponsors  beginning  March  2 
which  the  coalition’s  head,  the  Rev. 
Donald  E.  Wildmon,  says  will  be  “the 
crucial  turning  point  for  society’s  moral 
direction  for  generations  to  come.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  made  his  sweeping 
assessment  of  the  boycott’s  implications 
in  a  speech  Feb.  10  in  Washington  to  the 
National  Religious  Broadcasters. 

Boycott  details  are  to  be  announced 
March  2.  Early  press  attention  focused 
on  the  fact  that  the  best  known  member 
of  the  coalition,  the  “Moral  Majority,” 
will  not  participate  in  the  boycott. 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  the  coalition  has 
more  than  1,400  groups,  “including  a 
number  of  churches  in  mainline 
denominations,”  and  he  said  the  “Moral 
Majority”  was  the  only  coalition 
member  to  oppose  the  boycott. 

Mr.  Wildmon,  from  Tupelo,  Miss.,  told 
the  broadcasters’  group  in  Washington 
that  the  boycott  “came  as  a  last 
recourse"  but  said  he  is  convinced  that  it 


is  “the  only  way  to  get  this  message  of 
concern  across.” 

The  coalition  has  opposed  what  it 
identifies  as  sex,  violence  and  profanity 
on  television,  but  within  recent  months 
Mr.  Wildmon  has  added  the  charge  that 
television  networks  are  “anti-Christian” 
in  their  programming  values. 

He  repeated  that  charge  in  his 
Washington  speech.  He  said,  “If  we  do 
not  fail  to  turn  the  tide  toward  this  new 
‘make-it-up-as-you-go’  value  system 
which  seeks  to  replace  our  Judeo- 
Christian  heritage  within  the  next  five 
years,  then  we  have  —  in  my  opinion  — 
lost  the  struggle  and  it  will  be 
generations  before  the  Judeo-Christian 
values  will  be  the  norm  again  if,  indeed, 
they  ever  will.” 

He  identified  network  television  as 
“the  greatest  educator  we  have,”  then 
asked  “what  is  it  teaching?”  He  answered, 
among  other  things  “Teaching  that  adul¬ 
tery  is  an  acceptable  and  approved  life¬ 
style.  .  .violence  is  a  legitimate  way  to 
achieve  one’s  goals  or  to  resolve  conflicts 
.  .  .profanity  is  the  language  of  the 
respectable.  .  .”  But  he  identified  these  as 
"only  surface  messages.” 


The  real  message,  he  said,  is  deeper. 
That  message  “is  teaching  that  hardly 
anyone  goes  to  church,  that  very  few 
people  in  our  society  are  Christian  or  live 
by  Christian  principles  .  .  .  that  people 
who  claim  to  be  Christian  are  hypocrites, 
cheats,  liars,  or  the  like ...” 

Regarding  the  boycott,  he  said,  “We 
will  ask  those  who  share  our  concern  to 
voluntarily  join  us  at  the  checkout 
counter.  No  one  will  force  anyone  to  buy 
or  not  to  buy.” 

Responding  to  critics  of  the  boycott 
method,  he  said,  “Our  method  may  not  be 
perfect,  but  thus  far  it  is  the  only  practical 
one  suggested.”  He  did  not  give  details  on 
how  the  boycott  will  be  carried  out. 

Earlier  Mr.  Wildmon  announced 
formation  of  an  advisory  board  to  the 
coalition  and  to  the  National  Federation 
for  Decency,  which  Mr.  Wildmon  also 
heads.  United  Methodists  on  that 
advisory  board  include  Bishop  Leroy 
Hodapp,  president,  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society;  the  Rev.  Roy 
Lawrence,  editor,  Mississippi  Christian 
Advocate,  and  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III,  editor  and  general  manager 
of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


United  Methodists  look 
to  the  future  .  .  . 


“We  have  seen  periods  of  great  expansion  in  our 
denomination  and  we  are  now  experiencing  a  time  of 
contraction  and  retrenchment.  Yet  the  challenge  and 
vision  are  still  present,  to  serve  in  the  name  of  Christ 
and  to  spread  the  call  to  salvation  and  spiritual  rebirth 
We  need  to  experience  anew  the  sense  of  mission  and 
purpose  which  filled  our  forebears  with  the  power  to 
evangelize  a  natioft  .  .  .  Into  Our  Third  Century,  a 
series  of  books  initiated  by  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  with  the  encouragement  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  is  intended  to  assist  your  reflection  on  and 
discussion  of  the  issues  confronting  The  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

INTO  OUR  THIRD  CENTURY 

Alan  K.  Waltz,  Editor 


Donald  B  Rogers  Answers 
to  the  question.  ’How  do 
people  learn'’”  $2.95,  paper 
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Nestle  data  said  ‘fairly  convincing’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate.Editor 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  Breaking  a  revered 
tradition  of  corporate  privacy,  the  Nestle 
Corporation  has  delivered  approximately 
500  pages  of  confidential  documents  to 
United  Methodist  officials  for  their 
review. 

And,  the  chief  executive  of  the  giant 
multinational  firm  flew  here  from  his 
headquarters  in  Switzerland  for  an 
unannounced  meeting  with  UM  officials 
last  week. 

Nestle  executives  provided  the 
material  to  show  the  United  Methodist 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  that  Nestle  is 
making  a  good  faith  effort  to  change  its 
international  formula  marketing  prac¬ 
tices  to  meet  new  world  standards. 

Evidence  ‘fairly  convincing’ 

The  task  force,  meeting  two  days  here, 
noted  that  the  documents  provide  “fairly 
convincing  evidence”  on  certain  points. 

Some  claims,  however,  will  require 
further  verification,  the  task  force 
determined.  The  seven  members  present 
pledged  themselves  to  contact  “their 
own  trusted  sources”  in  18  nations, 
asking  them  to  perform  spot  checks  of 
infant  formula  marketing  practices. 

The  task  force  was  instigated  by  the 
1980  General  Conference  in  response  to 
the  international  boycott  of  Nestle 
products.  The  boycott  is  based  on  alleged 
marketing  abuses  which  have  led 
mothers  (particularly  in  the  Third 
World)  to  avoid  —  or  prematurely  stop  — 
breastfeeding,  with  the  result  being 
infant  malnutrition  and  death. 

Many  denominations  and  consumer 
groups  have  endorsed  the  boycott. 
General  Conference  decided  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  whole  should  not 
yet  endorse  the  boycott.  Rather,  it  voted 
that  the  task  force  should  study  the  issue 
and  try  to  bring  a  resolution  to  the 
controversy  through  negotiations  and 
conciliation  techniques. 

UMs  on  both  sides 


“This  is  an  enormous  step  for  a 
corporation,”  said  the  Rev.  Frances 
Manson,  task  force  member,  about  the 
released  Nestle  documents.  “I  could  feel 
the  emotion  with  which  they  (Nestle) 
took  this  step.” 

The  task  force  had  requested  the 
documents  at  a  September  meeting  after 
Nestle  executives  claimed  for  the  first 
time  that  the  firm  was  moving  toward 
bringing  its  marketing  practices  into 
compliance  with  provisions  of  a  code 
adopted  by  the  World  Health 
Organization  (WHO)  last  May. 

Following  discussions  of  the  code  last 
June  with  executives  from  Nestle  and 
three  U.S.  infant  formula  manufacturers, 
the  UM  task  force  endorsed  the  WHO 
code. 

One  major  prohibition  of  the  code  — 
against  all  advertising  of  infant  formula 
to  the  consumer  —  appears  to  be  met  by 
Nestle,  said  the  Rev.  Philip  Wogaman, 
task  force  chairman. 

Another  important  prohibition  has  to 
do  with  the  use  of  so-called  “milk 
nurses,”  employees  of  manufacturers 
who  educate  new  mothers  about  child 
nutrition.  Critics  for  years  have  charged 
that  the  nurses  use  their  contact  to 
promote  formula  use  to  the  detriment  of 
breastfeeding. 

Nestle  states  that  the  number  of  such 
“nurses”  is  only  around  30  worldwide 
and  that,  at  this  time,  they  do  not  discuss 
infant  formula  in  their  routine  contacts. 

‘Nurses’  sometimes  requested 

Robert  Keggereis,  task  force  member, 
said  documentation  was  fairly 
convincing  of  Nestle’s  claims  that 
although  it  would  prefer  eliminating  the 
“nurses,”  hospitals  and  governments  in 
certain  nations  press  for  their 
continuance.  However,  Anita  Anand, 
another  member,  said  that  the 
documentation  was  insufficient  for  her 
on  this  point. 

The  major  issue  remaining,  according 


to  Dr.  Wogaman,  involves  the  provision 
of  formula  samples  to  hospitals.  The 
WHO  code  allows  giving  free  formula 
when  a  doctor  determines  a  woman  will 
not  be  able  to  sustain  a  child  through 
nursing  and  when  the  free  supply  is  large 
enough  to  ensure  that  a  mother  won’t 
overdilute  the  formula  powder  because 
she  cannot  afford  to  continue  buying  the 
product,  Dr.  Wogaman  said. 

He  said  Nestle  continues  to  provide 
samples  to  hospitals  but  indicates 
movement  to  change. 

The  task  force  is  not  now  sharing  the 
documents  with  the  public.  It  stated  it 
will  ask  Nestle  to  declassify  pertinent 
documents. 

The  task  force  closed  its  meeting  for  an 
initial  review  of  the  documents.  It  then 
slipped  out  of  the  hotel  to  the  home  of  the 
Rev.  Norman  E.  DeWire  (chief  executive 
of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries) 
where  it  met  with  a  Nestle  delegation. 
The  delegation  consisted  of  Nestle’s  chief 
executive,  the  head  of  the  firm’s 
executive  committee,  the  chief  of  U.S. 
operations  and  the  president  of  Nestle’s 
Coordination  Center  for  Nutrition. 

The  rendezvous  had  been  scheduled 
secretly  at  the  last  minute  upon  Nestle’s 
request,  Dr.  Wogaman  later  told  the 
press  and  other  observers  back  at  the 
hotel. 

“The  meeting  was  characterized  by 
friendly  discussion  —  not  agreement  — 
on  the  issues,”  he  said. 

The  task  force  approved  a  motion  by 
Bishop  A.  James  Armstrong  about 
Nestle’s  proposal  in  September  that  the 
task  force  serve  as  a  kind  of  “hotline”  for 
complaints  about  Nestle  practices.  The 
motion  stated  that,  if  developed,  the 
hotline  should  include  more  than  one 
denomination  and  should  not  be  limited 
to  monitoring  the  practices  of  only  one 
formula  manufacturer. 

“We  have  keen  interest  in  the  hotline 
proposal,”  the  bishop  said. 


Churches,  Institute  plan  dialogue 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  Several  officials  of 
mainline  U.S.  churches  —  particularly 
United  Methodists  —  soon  will  be 
engaging  in  dialogue  with  leaders  of  one 
of  their  most  publicized  critics,  the 
Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy. 

Some  meetings  will  be  open  to  the 
public.  One  will  be  broadcast  over  cable 
TV. 

The  Institute  was  formed  a  year  ago  to 
monitor  the  proclamations  and  actions  of 
mainline  churches  concerning 
international  affairs.  The  quasi-political, 
quasi-religious  group  has  claimed  that 
the  churches  often  work  against 
democratic  options  in  other  countries 
and  that  they  tend  to  overlook  abuses  of 
freedom  by  left-wing  movements  and 
governments. 

When  agencies  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  and  the  United  Methodist  Church 
released  a  report  last  fall  from  their 
secret  investigation  of  the  Institute,  the 


Institute’s  leaders  protested  that  church 
officials  would  do  better  to  talk  directly 
to  them. 

On  the  March  14  broadcast  of 
“Spotlight  on  Mission,”  viewers  can 
watch  and  hear  some  of  that  “direct 
talking.”  Representing  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
be  Bishop  James  M.  Ault,  secretary  of 
the  UM  Council  of  Bishops;  Ruth 
Daugherty,  president  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women,  and  the  Rev.  James  Lawson, 
pastor  of  Holman  UMC  in  Los  Angeles. 

Participating  from  the  Institute  will  be 
David  Jessup,  a  UM  layman  and  labor 
activist  who  wrote  a  highly  publicized 
report  in  1980  on  United  Methodist 
funding  for  allegedly  pro-Marxist 
causes;  the  Rev.  Ed  Robb,  a  UM 
evangelist  from  Texas,  and  the  Rev.  Ira 
Gallaway,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Peoria,  Ill. 

The  program  is  scheduled  to  be 
relayed  by  the  Satellite  Program 
Network  9-9:30  a.m.  EST  to  250  cable 


systems.  Dr.  Beverly  Chain,  executive 
producer,  said  some  systems  will  tape 
the  show  and  broadcast  it  later  that 
week.  Congregations  desiring  to  rent  a 
video  tape  of  the  program  may  write  Bill 
Dale,  810  Twelfth  Ave.  South,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37203. 

Then  on  March  24,  about  100 
information  leaders  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  are 
scheduled  to  hear  an  exchange  between 
Mr.  Robb  and  the  Rev.  Richard  John 
Neuhaus,  Lutheran  theologian,  from  the 
Institute,  UM  Bishop  A.  James 
Armstrong,  NCC  president,  and  the  Rev. 
Arie  Brower,  chief  executive  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  of  America  from  the  NCC. 

Preceding  that  exchange  in  the 
meeting  at  475  Riverside  Dr.  in  New 
York  will  be  a  presentation  from  TV 
producer  Norman  Lear  speaking  about 
his  “People  for  the  American  Way” 
organization.  The  audience  in  the  open 
meeting  will  be  able  to  question  the 
speakers. 


Conferences  expect  pastor  shortage 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  —  Three  times  as  many 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
anticipate  a  shortage  of  full-time  pastors 
in  1982  as  anticipate  an  oversupply. 

This  and  other  data  were  reported 
following  a  first-ever  survey  of  the 
denomination’s  ministerial  supply.  The 
1980  General  Conference  ordered  these 
surveys  conducted  annually,  and  more 
than  50  annual  conferences  responded  to 
the  initial  survey  conducted  by  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

The  survey  was  intended  particularly 
to  measure  the  supply,  demand,  and 
mobility  of  ethnic  minority  clergy, 
clergy  couples  and  clergywomen  within 
and  across  the  73  annual  conferences  and 
the  five  jurisdictional  conferences. 
Eighteen  annual  conferences  said  they 


anticipate  an  undersupply  of  pastors. 
Holston  conference,  with  35,  and 
Memphis  conference  with  20  were  the 
conferences  indicating  the  greatest 
probable  shortage.  Total  shortage  was 
estimated  at  about  100. 

Six  conferences  said  they  anticipate 
an  oversupply.  Florida,  with  8  to  10, 
indicated  the  greatest  oversupply.  Total 
oversupply  was  estimated  at  less  than  20. 

Twenty-six  annual  conferences 
indicated  a  need  for  ethnic  clergy  in  1982. 
Five  of  those  same  conferences  plus  one 
other  for  a  total  of  six  indicated  a  need 
for  clergywomen  in  1982.  Only  the 
Kansas  West  conference  indicated  a  need 
for  clergy  couples  in  1982.  Kansas  West 
had  also  indicated  a  probable  need  for 
both  ethnic  clergy  and  clergywomen. 

Five  conferences  project  an  oversupply 


of  full-time  pastors  over  the  next  five 
years,  with  Florida  again  leading  the  pro¬ 
jections  at  an  estimated  coverage  of  25, 
followed  by  North  Texas  with  20. 

Nineteen  conferences  project  an  under¬ 
supply  of  full-time  pastors  in  the  next  five 
years,  with  Memphis  leading  the  list  at  40. 

Sixteen  conferences  said  they  anticipate 
an  adequate  supply  of  full-time  pastors  in 
1982,  and  10  conferences  made  the  same 
projection  for  the  next  five  years. 

The  1980  General  Conference  action 
was  intended  to  encourage  itineracy 
across  conference  lines.  Ordained 
Ministry  division  chief  the  Rev.  Donald 
H.  Treese  said  part  of  the  blockage  to 
such  itineracy  has  been  a  lack  of 
information  as  to  the  supply  and  demand 
situation  in  annual  conferences. 

-JOHN  LUVELACE 
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Around  The  Conference 


Louisiana  CEF  Hosts  Retreat 


“Wow,”  “Great,”  “Super”  and  “Marvelous”  were  words 
used  to  describe  the  results  of  the  Lousiana  Christian 
Educators  Fellowship  Retreat. 

The  retreat  was  held  in  Alexandria  Feb.  8  and  9. 

“The  excitement  of  the  eighteen  professionals  gathered 
shows  that  Louisiana  CEF  is  on  the  rise,”  said  Shirley  Arnold. 

The  leader  for  the  retreat  was  Barbara  Garcia,  director  of 
Children  and  Worship  for  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville,  Term.  Garcia  is  also  a  Diaconal  Minister  and  led  the 
i|  workshop  about  Children  and  Worship.  She  also  provided 
several  resources  and  guidance  about  how  church 
professionals  can  help  provide  a  meaningful  experience  for 
children  in  worship  settings. 

I  CEF  is  planning  a  meeting  for  Annual  Conference. 

New  officers  will  be  elected  at  the  June  meeting. 

I  Nominees  are  Lylln  Guth,  diaconal  minister  and  director  of 
Christian  Education  at  First  United  Methodist  in  Alexandria, 
president;  Sandra  Holley,  educational  assistant  at  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Hammond,  vice  president  ;  Debbie 
Varnado,  director  of  Christian  Education  at  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  as  Secretary/treasurer. 


Participants  at  the  Louisiana  CEF  Retreat  included,  from  left,  ROW  1  Pat  Hogan.  Betsy  Malone,  Debbie 
Varnado  and  Shay  McNulty.  On  ROW  2,  Kathi  Finnell,  Barbara  Garcia,  Joanne  Cook  and  Shirley  Arnold.  On 
ROW  3,  Don  Emler,  Carla  Bauer,  Lylln  Guth,  Cheryl  Washburn  and  Judy  Lancaster.  Not  shown  are  Doris 
Shepphard,  Sandra  Holley,  Linda  Fox,  Barbara  Einsel,  Lura  Hunter  and  Laura  Sawyer. 


Committee  to  Explore  Possibilities 
For  Regional  Network; 


Dykes  to  Advise 


Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  tells  the 
story  of  the  church’s  TV  ministry  to  an  ad  hoc  group  of  pastors  at  lunch  during 
Southern  Methodist  University  Minister’s  Week  in  Dallas.  The  pastors,  whose 
combined  local  church  membership  represents  about  nine  percent  of  the 
denomination’s  total  members,  voted  to  explore  possibilities  of  a  regional  satellite 
television  ministry  for  Texas  and  New  Mexico.  Dr.  Dykes  will  serve  as  an  advisor  to 
the  group. 


DALLAS  (UMN)  -  Dr.  Leighton  K. 
Farrell,  pastor  of  Highland  Park  United 
Methodist  Church,  said  in  an  interview 
that  a  regional  United  Methodist 
television  ministry  would  complement  a 
denomination-wide  network  being 
planned  by  the  church. 

“We  would  work  in  concert,  within  the 
framework  of  whatever  they  do,”  said 
Farrell. 

Farrell,  pastor  of  the  second  largest 
congregation  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  elected  chairman  last  week 
of  a  three-member  committee  to  explore 
establishing  a  regional  denominational 
television  ministry  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico. 

The  regional  concept  follows  a  decision 
by  the  1980  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  the  highest  governing  body 
of  the  10-million  member  denomination, 
to  establish  an  agency  to  raise  $25  million 
for  a  national  television  ministry. 

The  campaign  ran  into  trouble  last 


December  when  officials  learned  they 
had  spent  $1  million  for  a  promotion  that 
raised  only  $200,000.  At  a  meeting  last 
month,  national  campaign  leaders 
changed  strategy  from  a  plan  to  buy  a 
television  station  to  establishing  a 
national  network  that  would  offer 
programming  produced  both  nationally 
and  regionally. 

Farrell  said  the  setup  would  work  on  a 
basis  similar  to  that  of  public  television 
which  feeds  and  is  fed  by  programming 
produced  by  the  network  and  by  local 
affiliates. 

“We  would  work  together,”  he  said. 
“The  potential  for  programs  for 
continuing  education  is  one  of  the  most 
exciting  aspects  (of  the  electronic 
ministry).” 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport, 
will  serve  as  an  advisor  to  the  group 
exploring  the  possibilities  of  a  regional 
satellite  television  ministry  for  Texas 
and  New  Mexico. 


Bishop’s  Message 
On  Century  III 

The  most  important  opportunity  facing  Louisiana  Methodism, 
in  the  two  and  one  half  years  remaining  in  this  quadrennium,  is 
that  of  Church  Extension.  In  almost  every  district  of  the 
Conference  we  have  areas  in  which  we  desperately  need  to 
purchase  land  for  new  churches.  I  think  I  would  be  conservative  in 
saying  that  we  are  at  least  eight  years  behind  in  this  matter.  This 
also  means  that  not  only  do  we  need  many  new  locations,  but  it 
also  means  that  the  land  is  very  high  in  price. 

At  the  last  Annual  Conference  we  assigned  Reverend  Fred 
Wideman  to  an  area  of  Southeast  Baton  Rouge,  without  a  house  or 
a  single  member,  or  a  place  to  meet.  In  six  months  a  house  has 
been  purchased,  services  have  been  held  regularly  in  a  school, 
they  now  have  130  members,  30  young  people  in  the  evening  youth 
meetings  and  25  United  Methodist  Women  active  in  their  organi¬ 
zation.  This  is  just  one  example  of  what  an  opportunity  we  have 
before  us  if  we  will  undergird  these  areas  of  opportunity  with 
some  financial  resources  to  purchase  land  for  new  churches  in 
Louisiana. 

I  would  like  to  challenge  the  Methodists  of  this  Conference  to  help 
us  meet  this  need  through  gifts  of  cash,  land,  or  stocks.  If  we  will 
do  this  the  future  of  Methodism  in  this  state  will  be  bright  indeed. 


(  \  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  the  Rev.  Phil  Woodland,  chairman  of 
Conference  Committee  on  Church  Extension,  meet  to  discuss  the  extens 
program,  "Century  III." 


Attention  All  Ministers 

Any  minister  who  will  change  their  relationship  to  the  Annual 
Conference  must  contact  Dr.  Clyde  C.  Frazier  Jr. ,  chairperson  of  the 
Committee  on  Conference  Relations,  before  March  7, 1982.  Changes 
in  status  may  include  leave  of  absence,  maternity  leave,  disability 
leave,  retirement,  discontinuance  from  probationary  membership 
and  honorable  location. 


Regional  Conference  Set 
for  March  22-25 

“Shaping  a  Comprehensive  Adult  Ministry”  is  the  theme  of  a 
regional  conference  on  adult  ministries  March  22-25  at  Lakewood 
United  Methodist  Church  in  North  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Key  leaders  of  the  event  are  Dr.  Clarence  H.  Snelling  Jr., 
professor  of  Teaching  Ministries,  Illif  School  of  Theology  in  Denver; 
Mary  Elizabeth  Moore,  assistant  professor  in  Christian  Education  at 
School  of  Theology  in  Claremont  and  Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks, 
presiding  bishop  of  North  Arkansas  and  Little  Rock  conferences. 

Twenty  one  courses  are  offered  that  include  biblical  and 
theological  foundations  for  comprehensive  adult  ministry, 
examination  of  current  understandings  on  ministries  and  research; 
identification  of  needs,  concerns  and  issues  and  a  wealth  of  ideas 
and  information  about  programs,  resources  and  approaches  to 
ministry  of  adults  at  all  levels. 

Sponsored  jointly  by  United  Methodists  from  Little  Rock, 
Louisiana,  Memphis,  Mississippi,  North  Arkansas,  North 
Mississippi  and  Oklahoma  conferences,  leadership  assistance  also 
comes  from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Design  Team  members  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  are  John 
M.  Braden,  John  Vining  and  Gladys  Haley. 

Resource  leaders  from  Louisiana  are  Samuel  Walker,  Don  Emler, 
Dr.  Henry  Blount,  John  M.  Braden  and  Carl  Rhoads. 

This  conference  will  meet  the  criteria  established  by  the 
Committee  on  Continuing  Education  for  one  continuing  education 
unit  upon  satisfactory  completion. 

The  conference  is  designed  for  teams  from  local  churches  to 
attend,  choosing  four  courses  each  and  coordinating  choices. 
Registration  cost  is  $20.  Housing,  breakfast  and  shuttle 
transportation  are  free  if  registration  is  received  by  March  8. 
Registration  forms  are  available  from  local  churches  and 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  offices. 


Fisher,  Henderson 
4Scholars-In-Residence’ 

The  reverends  Kenneth  M.  Fisher  and  Freddie  Henderson  were 
participants  of  the  “Scholar-In-Residence”  program  of  continuing 
Education  at  the  Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Feb.  9-11. 

Fisher  is  pastor  of  the  Saint  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Henderson  is  pastor  of  the  Jordan  United  Methodist  Church,  both  of 
Baton  Rouge. 

Leader  for  the  program  was  Dr.  Ralph  B.  Potter  Jr.,  professor  of 
Social  Ethics  at  Harvard  Divinity  School. 

Dialogue  centered  on  the  ethical  theme  “Current  Ethical  Issues 
and  the  Search  for  Normative  Choices." 

The  third  and  final  session,  scheduled  for  March  8-11,  will  have  as 
consultants  and  presenters  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  and  Dr.  Evans 
E.  Crawford  as  the  Scholars-In-Residence. 

Fisher  and  Henderson  were  nominated  and  invited  to  attend  the 
recent  Gammon/Chandler  Consultation  on  The  Black  Church. 
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Wildmon/TV  Coalition’s  flawed 
methods  undermine  valid  goals 


We  regret  the  announced  plans  of  the 
Rev.  Don  Wildmon  and  the  Coalition  for 
Better  Television  to  begin  a  boycott  of 
selected  sponsors  of  TV7  network 
programs  in  early  March  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  19).  We  likewise  regret  numerous 
other  methods  employed  by  Mr. 
Wildmon  and  his  Coalition  during  recent 
months,  such  as  his  demand  that  each 
commercial  network  agree  to  depict 
Christian  characters  and  Christian 
values  “in  the  same  manner  and  in  the 
same  proportion  as  they  exist  in  our 
society,  ”  or  else  be  faced  with  a  boycott. 

The  basis  for  our  regret  is  not  that  we 
disagree  with  most  of  what  Mr.  Wildmon 
stands  for.  We  consider  his  basic 
concerns  to  be  overwhelmingly  valid  and 
worthy  of  attention.  So  does  at  least  one 
syndicated  columnist  whose  calm 
assessment  from  a  neutral  vantage  point 
is  reprinted  elsewhere  on  this  page. 

We  believe  Mr.  Wildmon’s  penchant 
for  using  confrontational  threats  to  press 
his  concerns  with  the  networks  may 
continue,  for  a  time,  to  attract  media 
attention,  but  it  will  fail  at  producing 
needed  reforms  in  TV  program  content. 
Tragically,  perhaps,  Mr.  Wildmon’s 
legitimate  concerns  and  his  flawed 
methods  have  become  so  intertwined  in 
the  minds  of  most  television  industry 
officials  that  when  they  dismiss  one,  they 
automatically  tend  to  dismiss  the  other. 

In  many  ways,  Mr.  Wildmon  is  a  heroic 
figure.  Five  years  ago  he  left  the  security 
and  relative  obscurity  of  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pulpit  in  Mississippi  in  response  to 
what  he  understood  to  be  a  divine  call  to 
“clean  up  television.”  He  established  the 
National  Federation  for  Decency  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  only  his  family  and 
a  small  group  of  volunteers,  began 
turning  out  mimeographed  press 
releases  designed  to  combat  the 
portrayal  of  gratuitous  violence,  sex  and 
profanity  in  network  programming. 

Since  then,  Mr.  Wildmon  has  tirelessly 
and  tenaciously  pressed  his  case.  With 
little  or  no  help  from  official 
denominational  groups,  he  has  been 
saying  many  things  that  need  to  be  said. 
While  others  have  lamented  the  quality 
of  network  TV  programming,  Mr. 
Wildmon  has  developed  a  scrappy  style 
which  has  gained  for  him  increasing 
media  exposure.  Network  executives, 
unable  to  resist  responding  to  his 
charges,  have  been  drawn  into  public 
debates  with  Mr.  Wildmon,  thereby 
further  enhancing  his  reputation.  Last 
year  he  formed  the  Coalition  for  Better 
Television  which  has  attracted  far  more 
broadly  based  support  than  his  original 
organization.  Subsequently,  he  received 
invitations  to  address  prestigious  groups 
of  advertising  executives  and  religious 
broadcasters.  His  name  is  now  known, 
dreaded  and/or  despised  by  ,  most 
persons  connected  with  the  television 
industry. 

Mr.  Wildmon’s  efforts  showed  signs  of 
evolving  toward  maturity  when  he 
shifted  his  primary  focus  last  fall  to  an 
analysis  of  network  television’s 
unrepresentative  portrayal  of  Christian 
characters  and  Christian  values.  He 
thoughtfully  detailed  how  powerfully 
television  teaches  values,  and 
persuasively  illustrated  his  conclusion 
that  “rarely  does  national  television 
undergird  the  Judeo-Christian  value 
system.  More  often  than  not,  it  stands  as 
a  hostile  antithesis  to  Christian  values.” 

He  noted,  and  illustrated  with 
specifics,  that  a  prime  cause  of  this  is  the 
fact  that  most  producers  of  network 
programming  are  not  themselves  overtly 
religious,  and  in  many  cases  are  hostile 
to  religion.  The  bottom  line  result,  Mr. 
Wildmon  contends,  is  that  TV  programs 
tend  to  ignore  Christianity  altogether, 
and  that  when  a  Christian  character  is 
portrayed,  he  usually  turns  out  to  be 
some  sort  of  charlatan. 
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We  consider  these  concerns  to  be  valid, 
and  reasonably  well  documented,  and  we 
believe  a  debt  of  gratitude  is  owed  to  Mr. 
Wildmon  for  expressing  the  indignation 
so  many  of  us  have  felt  when  seeing  and 
hearing  our  faith-formed  values  ignored 
or  maligned.  We  are  convinced  that 
network  executives  would  have  been 
hard-pressed  not  to  concede  at  least 
partial  validity,  and  the  need  for  some 
changes,  if  Mr.  Wildmon  had  placed  his 
concerns  and  his  documentation 
persuasively  before  them,  and  offered  to 
help  them  satisfy  their  own  oft-repeated 
claim  that  programming  should  “reflect 
reality.” 

Instead,  he  returned  to  his  previous 
pattern  of  dashing  off  strident  letters  to 
the  networks,  accusing  them  of 
deliberate  discrimination  against 
Christians  and  Christian  values,  issuing 
demands  for  “Christianity  by  quota”  in 
TV  programming,  and  making  his 
actions  known  to  the  news  media. 

The  networks  reacted  swiftly  — 
dismissing  Mr.  Wildmon’s  charges  and 
indignantly  counter-charging  him  with 
attempted  “censorship.”  This  exchange 
placed  Mr.  Wildmon  and  his  Coalition  in 
the  position  of  having  to  put  up  or  shut  up 
regarding  his  long  and  oft-threatened 
boycott. 

We  do  not  enjoy  being  critical  of  one  so 
well-intentioned  and  committed  to  the 
Christian  faith  and  its  implications  as 
Mr.  Wildmon.  We  believe  that  he  has 
seriously  erred,  however,  by  making 
threats  which  many  consider 
inconsistent  with  the  Christian  values  he 
advocates,  and  on  which  he  will  find  it 
impossible  to  deliver  effectively.  In  the 
recast  words  of  a  former  U.S.  president, 
Mr.  Wildmon  speaks  loudly  and  carries  a 
little  stick.  As  a  result,  he  is  likely  to  be 
dismissed  by  the  TV  networks  as  much 
more  a  nuisance  to  be  avoided  than  an 
advocate  of  a  cause  which  deserves  to  be 
taken  seriously. 

We  would  hope  that  Mr.  Wildmon  and 
the  Coalition  for  Better  Television  might 
reconsider  —  even  at  this  late  date  — 
their  -stated  method  for  pressing  their 
case.  One  more  effective  alternative 
might  be  to  put  aside  the  boycott  threat 
in  favor  of  a  call  for  a  massive 
outpouring  of  letters  and  telegrams  to 
the  TV  networks  and  a  few  selected 
sponsors  urging  them  to  take  seriously 
the  basic  concerns  being  raised  by  Mr. 
Wildmon. 

Mr.  Wildmon  and  his  Coalition  might 
also  further  their  cause  by  soliciting  the 
support  of  well-known  religious  leaders, 
and  of  officials  in  the  social  action  and 
communications  agencies  of  the  major 
religious  denominations.  Hearing  the 
same  message  from  more  than  one 
source  might  lead  network  officials  to 
recognize  that  the  basic  concerns 
expressed  by  Mr.  Wildmon  and  his 
Coalition  are  shared  by  most  Christians, 
and  not  just  by  one  segment  of 
Christians.  Church  leaders  skilled  in 
negotiations  could  likewise  assist  Mr. 
Wildmon  in  developing  methods  for 
interacting  with  the  networks  which 
would  match  his  courage  with 
diplomacy. 

My  Witness 

Deceased  husband 
left  debts  of  life,  love 

By  CAROLYN  TUNNELL 
Being  the  wife  of  the  late  James  Tun- 
nell  who  was  completely  a  United 
Methodist,  I  would  like  to  share  some  of 
his  wisdom  with  you. 

James  Tunnell  lived  as  if  death  could 
come  any  day.  He  planned  for  death  as 
he  planned  each  day.  In  our  lockbox  he 
left  instructions  in  case  of  his  death 
(Please  leave  an  extra  copy  in  your  file 
or  desk).  He  had  his  funeral  planned  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  musical  selection.  He  had  a 
copy  of  benefits  from  our  death  benefit 
and  retirement  program  cui  from  our 
conference  page  of  TM/UMR.  He  had  a 
list  of  insurance  policies  and  advice  on 
what  to  do  with  them  He  had  a  credit  life 
insurance  policy  on  our  automobiles. 

Our  conference  health  insurance  he 
bought  can  be  continued  for  us.  He  left 
his  body  to  help  heal  others.  He  asked 
that  memorials  be  given  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  His 
theology  books  go  to  Bridwell  Library  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

But,  most  of  all,  James  Tunnell  raised 
us  with  the  faith  that  God  is  with  us  in 
everything.  He  left  us  in  the  care  of 
United  Methodists  and  other  Christians 
in  the  world. 

He  died  doing  his  favorite  “thing”  — 
jogging.  He  might  have  died  earlier  from 
tension  or  overweight  without  it. 

And  he  left  us  the  debts  of  continuing  to 
live  and  love  and  to  care  for  others  all 
over  the  world  and  in  our  parish. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Carolyn 
Tunnell,  is  a  member  of  the  Williamson 
Memorial  UMC  in  Texarkana,  Texas 
(Texas  Conference). 

71  time  for  choice 

Even  at  the  holy  season  of  Lent, 
the  rushing  world  entangles, 
trying  to  squeeze  us 
into  its  mold. 

But  we  seek  God’s  presence 
to  be  filled  with  His  fulness ; 
to  break  the  seams 
of  our  twisted  priorities. 

Lord,  guide  us  in  timely  choices 
by  Your  loving  active  power  — 
power  that  rolled  away  a  boulder 
once  blocking  a  tomb. 

Charlotte  Adelsperger 
Prairie  Village,  Kansas 
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Columnist:  Coalition’s 
concerns  have  validity 


By  KEVIN  PHILLIPS 
Reprinted  by  permission 
from  King  Features 

Few  groups  are  less  popular  in 
broadcasting  circles  than  the 
Mississippi-based  Coalition  for 
Better  Television,  an  organization 
allied  with  Jerry  Falwell’s  Moral 
Majority.  (That  organization  has 
withdrawn  from  the  coalition  since 
this  article  was  first  published. ) 

The  Coalition  is  in  the  vanguard  of 
applying  pressure  to  change  the 
moral,  religious  and  sexual  content 
of  programming,  and  that  doesn’t  go 
down  very  well  with  upper-echelon 
broadcasters.  Their  fear  is  of 
censorship  and  interference  with 
free  speech  —  and,  to  an  extent, 
those  concerns  are  well-taken. 
Moreover,  the  Coalition  is  given  to 
threatening  national  boycotts,  which 
adds  to  broadcaster  indignation. 

But  in  one  fundamental  respect,  I 
think  that  the  Coalition  has  a  valid 
point,  one  perhaps  easier  to  grasp  in 
small-town  Mississippi  than  in 
Hollywood  or  Manhattan.  I’m 
talking  about  their  charge  that 
television  news  and  dramatic 
programming  doesn’t  give  sufficient 
recognition  to  the  role  and 
importance  of  Christianity  in  these 
United  States. 

This  is  a  sensitive  subject, 
especially  among  those  who  believe 
that  any  recognition  or  affirmative 
portrayal  of  Christianity  trespasses 
on  their  right  to  follow  a  different 
religion  —  or  no  religion  at  all. 
Nevertheless,  from  a  historical  and 
sociological  viewpoint,  I’m  inclined 
to  think  that  the  argument  for 
greater  broadcasting  attention  to 
this  country’s  Christian  heritage  is  a 
good  one.  My  reasons  are  a  mixed 
bag. 

First  off,  according  to  virtually  all 
religious  experts  and  survey-takers, 
the  United  States  is  by  far  and  away 
the  most  church-going  of  all  major 
Western  nations.  To  ignore  that  fact 
—  and  those  values  —  is  to  distort 
reality. 

Secondly,  the  role  of  Christianity 
and  church  in  United  States  history 
is  enormous.  Quite  a  few  people 
emigrated  to  the  American  colonies 
and  later  to  the  independent  nation 
in  order  to  be  able  to  attend  the 
church  of  their  choice.  The  first  of 
America’s  “great  awakenings,”  or 
fundamentalist  revivals,  helped  lay 
the  groundwork  for  the  American 
Revolution.  Two  subsequent 
“awakenings”  have  occurred  since 


then,  and  by  every  measurement, 
some  religious  historians  feel  we  are 
caught  up  in  yet  another  today.  By 
every  measurement,  Christian 
religion  has  played  a  central  role  in 
America’s  past. 

Point  three  is  that  Christianity 
still  plays  that  role.  The  simple  truth 
is  that  the  United  States  is, 
approximately,  a  90  percent 
Christian  nation,  and  its  intense 
religious  activity  is  overwhelmingly 
Christian. 

Several  other  arguments,  while 
relevant,  are  more  circuitous. 
Hostility  to  favorable  coverage  of 
religion  makes  little  sense  for 
liberals  because  —  in  Protestant 
Western  Europe  especially  — 
religion  has  usually  been  an  ally  of 
basic  civil  liberties.  Totalitarian 
regimes  —  Hitler’s  Germany,  for 
example  —  typically  want  to 
suppress  religion  because  it  poses  a 
rival  for  the  loyalties  and 
psychologies  of  the  public.  Should 
the  American  public  slip  toward  the 
churchless  mentality  of  television 
news  and  dramatic  programming, 
the  prospect  of  an  authoritarian  shift 
in  U.S.  politics  probably  increases. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  with  its  relentless  campaigns 
against  nativity  scenes  on 
courthouse  lawns,  may  be  engaged 
in  one  of  the  most  counterproductive 
efforts  in  recent  sociological 
memory.  There  is  no  reason  why  the 
broadcast  industry  should  take  a 
similar  attitude  towards  nativity 
scenes  on  courthouse  lawns  in 
televised  dramas.  Nevertheless, 
that  does  seem  to  be  the  pattern  — 
and  this  casual  watcher,  at  least, 
has  a  sense  that  the  Coalition  for 
Better  Television  is  justified  in 
charging  that  television  news  and 
dramatic  shows  tend  to  screen  out 
Christianity  and  churches. 

I’m  not  suggesting  that  the 
broadcast  networks  should 
proselytize.  Not  at  all.  But  to  the 
extent  that  broadcasters  pride 
themselves  on  dealing  in  a  world  of 
reality  and  not  false  imagery,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  reality  of  the 
United  States  and  U.S.  history  is 
distinctly  more  Christian  and 
church-going  than  television 
portrays  it.  So  that  is  the  point.  A 
little  more  realism,  cultural  candor 
and  historical  integrity  do  seem  in 
order. 

Mr.  Phillips  is  a  columnist  for  the 
Hearst  newspapers  who  specializes 
in  public  opinion  issues. 
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Here  I  Stand 


Freedom,  justice  can  exist 
only  when  we  do  good 


By  ROBERT  M.  ARMSTRONG 

Several  weeks  ago  the  editors  of  the 
Reporter,  reacting  to  a  statement  made 
by  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer,  called  for  a 
dialogue  between  those  Christians  who 
advocate  “peace  with  justice”  and  those 
Christians  who  advocate  “peace  with 
freedom.” 

The  ideas  of  “peace  with  justice”  and 
“peace  with  freedom”  are  a  useful  start¬ 
ing  point  for  such  a 
dialogue.  They  allow 
an  understanding  of 
the  strengths  and 
weaknesses  of  the 
“liberal”  and  “con¬ 
servative”  positions 
concerning  Christian 
social  action.  They  allow  us  to  see  which 
portions  of  these  positions  are  in  agree¬ 
ment  with  those  moral  laws  which  our 
Lord  ha,s  established  for  our  guidance. 
Christians  should  seek  to  develop  public 
policy  in  accordance  with  these  moral 
laws.  An  ongoing  dialogue  between  the 
“peace  with  justice”  and  “peace  with 
freedom”  positions  requires  an  under¬ 
standing  of  them. 

In  every  discussion  of  public  policy  two 
questions  must  be  asked.  First,  is  this 
policy  just?  And  second,  is  this  policy  a 
proper  use  of  the  power  of  the  state? 

All  good  public  policy  is  just.  There 
are,  however,  things  which  make  good 
public  policy  if  people  do  them 
voluntarily  but  make  bad  public  policy  if 
people  are  compelled  to  do  them  by  the 
use  of  force.  God  gave  us  freedom  of 
choice.  Government’s  primary  purpose 
is  the  limitation  of  freedom  of  choice. 
Since  government  takes  from  us 
something  which  God  has  given,  we  can 
conclude  virtually  everything  it  does  is 
inherently  evil.  Government  may  use  its 
powers  only  when  it  can  show  their  use  a 
lesser  evil  than  what  would  otherwise 
take  place.  If  it  cannot  do  so  it  is  wrong 
for  it  to  use  them. 

Once  we  understand  the  implications 
of  God’s  gift  of  freedom  of  choice  to  the 
conduct  of  our  public  lives,  we  can  see 
the  difficulties  in  the  “peace  with 
justice”  position.  Justice  brought  into 
being  by  the  use  of  force  is  not  justice. 
Injustice  is  disobedience  to  moral  law. 
Justice  brought  into  being  by  the  use  of 
force  is  brought  into  being  by  dis¬ 
obedience  to  moral  law.  There  are 
injustices  so  great  they  must  be 
corrected  by  the  use  of  force  if  all  other 
methods  of  correcting  them  fail.  But 
even  here  the  use  of  force  is  a  necessary 
evil.  Alas,  many  “peace  with  justice” 
advocates  use  force  when  it  is  a  greater 
evil  than  the  injustices  they  wish  to 
correct. 


Since  the  “peace  with  freedom” 
position  is  in  compliance  with  that  moral 
law  essential  for  the  formulation  of 
public  policy,  the  difficulties  in  this 
position  are  less  obvious.  One  is  belief  in 
a  “deus  ex  machina”  commonly  known 
as  the  “invisible  hand.”  The  “invisible 
hand,”  working  through  competition  in  a 
free  market,  supposedly  induces  unjust 
humans  to  become  just  because  they  find 
justice  in  their  best  interests. 

Now  justice  is  in  each  individual’s  best 
interest.  Unfortunately  the  “invisible 
hand”  theory  assumes  persons  can 
become  just  in  the  absence  of  a  conscious 
effort  at  conducting  their  lives  in 
accordance  with  moral  law.  This  is  a 
serious  error.  We  can  never  hope  to 
become  just  persons  without  making 
justice  our  goal  and  putting  forth  effort  to 
reach  it.  Such  effort  is  doomed.  That  is 
why  we  need  the  help  of  Christ  in  order  to 
live  righteous  lives.  But  each  of  us  must 
still  make  the  attempt.  The  “invisible 
hand’  ’  cannot  do  it  for  us. 

Furthermore,  in  a  world  where  evil  is 
as  pervasive  as  it  is  in  ours,  our  choices 
are  often  limited.  We  must  often  choose 
between  a  greater  evil  and  a  lesser  one. 
Sometimes  the  use  of  force  to  correct 
injustice  is  the  lesser  evil.  Individual 
liberty  cannot  long  exist  in  the 
atmosphere  of  civil  unrest  produced  by  a 
large  amount  of  conspicuous  social 
injustice.  Freedom  and  justice  are  both 
moral  laws;  you  cannot  obey  one  and 
ignore  the  other.  Some  persons  like  the 
moral  law  of  freedom  because  they 
believe  it  repeals  the  moral  law  of 
justice,  allowing  them  to  ignore  it.  But  by 
ignoring  the  moral  law  of  justice  they 
may  create  an  evil  so  great  as  to  make 
necessary  the  use  of  force  to  compel 
them  to  obey  it. 

Freedom  and  justice  can  exist  together 
only  when  all  humans  voluntarily  do 
what  is  good.  Each  of  us  must  respect  our 
neighbor’s  freedom  of  choice.  Sometimes 
our  neighbor  chooses  injustice.  This 
creates  evil.  Compelling  him  to  choose 
justice  also  creates  evil.  Only  when  the 
evil  created  by  our  neighbor’s  choice  is 
greater  than  the  evil  caused  by  our  use  of 
force  against  him  can  we  rightly  compel 
our  neighbor  to  choose  justice.  But  when 
the  evil  caused  by  our  neighbor’s  choice 
is  greater  than  the  evil  caused  by  our  use 
of  force  against  him  it  is  our  duty  td 
compel  him  to  choose  justice. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor  is  Robert  M.  Armstrong,  a 
member  of  the  Belle  Isle  UMC  in 
Warners,  New  York. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Courage  and  faith  are  needed  today 
to  stand  up  for  truth  and  growth 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  encouraged  and  inspired  by  your 
editorial  in  the  Feb.  5  issue  headlined 
“McCarthyism  tactics  used  against 
Christians  are  self-incriminating.  ” 

Thank  you  especially  for  defending  the 
great  spiritual  leadership  of  Bishop 
James  Armstrong,  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  and  many  “mainline” 
preachers. 

There  has  been  such  an  expulsion  of 
human  knowledge  during  the  past  three 
decades,  while  widely  separated  peoples 
and  ideologies  have  been  thrown 
together,  that  many  people  are  confused 
and  frightened. 

Truth  and  change  are  sometimes 
painful.  But  God  created  both. 

It  takes  courage  and  faith  to  be  a 
Bishop  Armstrong  today,  and,  in  some 
cases,  to  be  a  “mainline  minister”  or 
even  a  layman  —  standing  for  the  slow 
long-term  search  for  truth  and  growth, 
and  building  rather  than  dividing. 

This  is  not  the  quick,  easy  way.  But  I 
believe  it  is  THE  WAY. 

Carl  M.  White 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Our  faith  should  apply 
to  all  of  our  life 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  in  response  to  the  attack  on 
Bishop  Armstrong  by  the  secretary  of 
“Moral  Majority”  (UMR,  Feb.  5).  James 
Armstrong  is  a  man  of  great  faith  and 
inspiration  to  fellow  Christians. 

I  attended  a  Convocation  on  the 
Ministry  back  in  the  late  60’s  at 
Gatlinburg,  Tennessee,  led  by  him.  His 
faith  was  something  I  will  never  forget 
and  was  instrumental  in  my  going  into 
the  ministry.  He  was  no  less  inspiring 
when  preaching  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology  when  I  was  in  seminary  there 
in  1971  or  1972. 

The  fact  that  he  is  now  a  bishop  and 
president  of  NCC  is  something  United 
Methodists  can  be  proud  of.  He  may  be 
liberal  on  some  issues,  but  only  at  the 
point  where  the  gospel  meets  the  issues  of 
life.  Our  faith  should  apply  to  all  of  life, 
and  this  is  what  I  believe  he  is  doing. 
Richard  Gillespie 
Cumberland  City,  Tennessee 

Mr.  Dixon  is  not 
a  Southern  Baptist 

To  the  Editor: 

1  am  a  regular  Southern  Baptist  reader 
of  your  fine  paper.  As  I  read  the  articles 
in  your  Feb.  5th  issue  concerning  the 
attack  by  the  “Indiana  Baptist  minister” 
on  Bishop  Armstrong,  I  was  embarrassed 
that  he  was  identified  as  a  Baptist. 

I,  therefore,  wish  it  would  be  clarified 
that  Greg  Dixon  is  not  a  Southern  Baptist 
and  does  not  represent  the  attitudes  and 


views  of  many  mainline  Southern 
Baptists  across  the  United  States. 

Unfortunately,  men  like  this  are  the 
ones  who  get  the  headlines  and  give 
many  of  the  rest  of  us  a  bad  name  at  the 
same  time.  I  wish  your  paper  would 
clarify  when  using  the  name  Baptist  that 
he  is  not  affiliated  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

R.  Grady  Snowden  Jr. 
Jacksonville,  Florida 

God  bless  our  bishops 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  great  interest  that  I  read 
Bud  Herron’s  report  from  Indianapolis 
(UMR,  Feb.  5)  concerning  Bishop  James 
Armstrong’s  "face-off”  with  the  Rev. 
Greg  Dixon.  I  am  glad  to  say  I  am  a  life¬ 
long  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  am  humbly  grateful  for  such  men  as 
Bishop  Armstrong. 

Thank  you  for  publishing  this  article, 
and  God  bless  our  bishops  —  all  of  them 
—  who  carry  such  burdens  of 
responsibility  for  the  whole  church. 
Surely  Christians  of  all  denominations 
have  more  important  things  to  do  than  to 
tear  down  brother  and  sister  Christians. 

Mary  Eleanore  James 
Yucaipa,  California 

Bishop  carries  out  mission 

To  the  Editor: 

I  thank  God  for  the  stands  taken  by  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  against  the 
claims,  pronouncements,  and  tactics  of 
the  Falwell  Moronic  Minority  types, 
(UMR,  Feb.  5).  United  Methodists  who 
also  try  in  their  lifestyles  to  emulate  as 
best  they  can  the  examples  set  in  speech 
and  action  by  Jesus  must  feel  great  joy 
in  reading  your  supportive  statements. 

It  is  doubly  shocking  to  read  letters  to 
the  editor  from  persons  who  claim  to  be 
Christians,  yet  who  criticize  Bishop 
Armstrong  and  others  in  our  church  who 
sincerely  attempt  to  carry  out  the 
mission  here  in  earth  to  which  Christ 
calls  us. 

When  I  read  statements  made  by  such 
persons  as  Jerry  Falwell  and  Greg  Dixon, 

I  cannot  help  envisioning  Jesus  wielding 
his  scourge  against  them  just  as  he  did 
against  the  defilers  of  the  temple 
centuries  ago. 

Fred  R.  Methered 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Troy  is  in  Montana,  too! 

To  the  Editor: 

We  were  excited  that  you  picked  up  the 
“$147  Methodist  Pie”  story  from  our  Feb. 

5  Yellowstone  Conference  page. 
However,  Yellowstone  Conference  is 
located  in  Montana,  Wyoming,  and 
Idaho. 


Troy  UMC  is  a  185-member  church  in 
Troy,  Montana,  Population  800.  Troy, 
New  York  is  80  times  as  big  and  2,500 
miles  away. 

Gloria  and  Ralph  Zimmer 
Bozeman,  Montana 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  regret  this  error. 

Poor  pays  Pentagon’s  tab 

To  the  Editor: 

I  commend  your  editorial  headlined 
“Compassion  advocate  needs  to  be  added 
to  government  deliberations”  (UMR, 
Jan.  29)  in  which  you  write:  “If  such 
relative  insensitivity  to  the  social  gains 
of  recent  decades  was  limited  to  this  one 
instance  (granting  tax-exempt  status  to 
organizations  which  practice  racial 
discrimination)  we  believe  an  ‘all’s  well 
that  ends  well’  attitude  would  be  in  order. 
This  is,  however,  but  the  latest  of  an 
ongoing  series  of  such  incidents  — 
designed  to  shield  the  ‘truly  needy’  from 
the  adverse  effects  of  his  (Reagan’s) 
Administration’s  transfer  of  funds  from 
domestic  to  military  spending.” 

Why  did  you  not  go  on  to  call  for  “cuts” 
in  the  incredible  projected  Pentagon 
budget  —  one  trillion  six  hundred  billion 
dollars  in  the  next  five  years?  Our  poor 
are  being  made  to  pay  the  Pentagon’s 
tab.  1 

Lee  H.  Ball 
Ardsley,  New  York 

Thanks  to  everyone 
for  Pacific  Homes 

To  the  Editor: 

As  long  time  residents  of  Kingsley 
Manor,  the  oldest  of  the  Pacific  Homes, 
and  as  recipients  of  the  benefits  of  the 
tremendous  funds  raised  to  help  us,  we 
would  like  to  express  for  all  of  us  our 
deep  and  abiding  appreciation  to  all 
donors  to  the  fund  —  and  to  all  who 
supported  the  program  by  their  work, 
concern  and  prayers. 

Although  all  have  deeply  appreciated 
the  support,  yet  we  do  not  recall  any 
word  in  the  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  from 
any  of  the  residents.  And  so  on  behalf  of 
all  of  us  “THANK  YOU!”  There  are  not 
enough  words  in  the  dictionary 
adequately  to  express  our  appreciation ! 

The  response  was  amazing,  and  the 
leadership  of  Bishop  Tuell  and  all  other 
workers  beyond  comprehension. 

Executives,  ministers,  lay  men  and 
women,  youth  and  children  have  made  it 
“their”  project,  one  which  has  restored 
faith  and  confidence  to  the  residents  and 
eased  the  going  in  a  wonderful  way. 

We  THANK  YOU  and  trust  that  many 
of  you  will  consider  becoming  residents 
in  one  of  our  beautiful  homes.  God  bless 
you  all! 

Mildred  Harris  and  Ruth  E.  Guild 
Los  Angeles,  California 


Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  fot 
consideration  (three  typed,  double- 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


A  PROVOCATIVE 
EXAMINATION 


Clark  M.  Williamson 
says  Anti-Semitism 
is  Anti-Christian 


Shock,  remorse,  and  re¬ 
pentance  will  result  for  many 
Christians  who  read  this  eye¬ 
opening  book.  Those  who  view 
the  Nazi  Holocaust  with  horror 
may  be  surprised  to  discover 
that  anti-Judaism  was  a  destruc¬ 
tive  force  even  in  first-century 
Christianity. 

Dr.  Williamson  probes  New 
Testament  writings,  the  continu¬ 
ing  undermining  of  Jewish 
■rights  through  the  centuries, 
including  the  Holocaust;  and 
suggests  some  positive  actions 
for  the  future. 

Read  it!  Find  out  why  you  may 
need  to  once  more  “go  home  to 
Judah.”  Paper,  $7.95 


Oder  through  your 
local  book  si  ore  or  Abingdon 


201  Eighth  Avenue.  So . 
Nashville  TN  37202 
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Christian  criteria  for  product  boycotts  proposed 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Christians  are  being  implored  from 
several  quarters  to  boycott  the  products 
of  certain  corporations  in  order  to 
pressure  them  to  correct  alleged  social 
injustices. 

But  a  special  task  force  created  by 
United  Methodism’s  1980  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  study  the  infant  formula  contro¬ 
versy  and  the  so-called  Nestle  boycott 
has  begun  to  question:  can  the  UMC  help 
its  members  make  responsible  decisions 
about  boycotts  without  an  overall 
theological  framework  for  assessing 
them? 

Among  •  the  specific  commitments 
being  sought  from  United  Methodists 
today  are: 

•  “Boycott  Nestle  Corp.  products.” 
Two  United  Methodist  general  agencies 
and  30  of  the  73  annual  conferences  have 
endorsed  this  boycott  which  seeks 
changes  in  Nestle ’s  infant  formula 
marketing  practices  that  allegedly  lead 
to  infant  malnutrition  and  death. 

•  “Boycott  all  products  from  South 
Africa  and  perhaps  performers  and 
athletes  who  tour  there.”  The  UMC’s 
Joint  Panel  on  International  Affairs  is 


recommending  that  United  Methodist 
consumers  help  pressure  that 
government  to  eliminate  its  apartheid 
system. 

•  “Boycott  the  products  of  a  number  of 
TV  sponsors  to  be  announced  on  March 
2.”  A  UM  minister,  the  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon  and  his  Coalition  for  Better 
Television  have  announced  the  boycott  to 
pressure  corporations  to  stop  sponsoring 
TV  programs  which  contain  profanity, 
gratuitous  sex,  violence  and  anti- 
Christian  attitudes. 

•  “Boycott  Campbell’s  products.”  A 
number  of  religious  and  labor 
organizations  urge  this  action  to  bring 
pressure  on  the  firm  to  enter  negotiations 
with  farm  workers  in  Ohio.  No  United 
Methodist  national  agency  has  endorsed 
this  effort,  but  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  is  studying  it. 

Theological  framework  studied 

Task  force  members  point  out  that  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  has 
theologically  based  criteria  that  must  be 
met  before  a  boycott  can  be  endorsed. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  does  not, 
although  the  task  force  states  that 
General  Conference  considered  a  boycott 


to  be  a  “severe  action  to  be  undertaken 
only  as  a  last  resort.  ’  ’ 

During  their  meetings,  members  of  the 
task  force  have  identified  four  major 
problems  with  boycotts  as  well  as  a  list  of 
12  “go/no  go”  criteria  regarding 
boycotts.  This  month,  members  decided 
to  refine  those  criteria  for  possible 
submission  to  the  1984  General 
Conference.  They  could  become  guide¬ 
lines  for  all  UMC  bodies  considering 
involvement  in  a  boycott. 

Task  force  members  readily  agree  that 
an  economic  boycott  can  be  “morally 
permissible”  and  advisable  as  a 
“technique  to  effect  change.”  But  there 
are  also  inherent  problems  with  boycotts 
that  may  outweigh  the  benefits : 

•  “The  singling  out  of  one  corporation 
or  a  few  may  suggest  that  these 
enterprises  are  evil  while  others  are 
relatively  pure.  But  the  reality  is  usually 
more  ambiguous.”  One  member  said,  for 
example,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  any  of 
the  target  corporations  bringing  more 
evil  to  the  world  than  the  tobacco 
companies  which  are  not  subjects  of  any 
church-endorsed  boycotts. 

•  “In  boycotting  all  of  the  operations  of 
a  vast  corporation,  many  innocent  people 


can  be  injured,  including  many  who  are 
in  no  position  to  change  the  corporation’s 
policies, 

•  “Once  undertaken  on  a  wide  scale, 
the  momentum  of  a  boycott  may  be 
difficult  to  stop  even  when  the  objectives 
have  been  met  fully.”  One  member  noted 
that  corporate  executives  should 
remember  this  point  when  they  refuse  to 
negotiate  with  critics,  thus  triggering 
boycotts. 

•  “A  great  denomination”  can  lose 
credibility  and  influence  if  “its  every 
move  in  support  of  a  boycott”  is  not 
“deliberate,  theologically  principled  and 
subject  to  its  own  responsible  decision¬ 
making.” 

The  group’s  work  has  been  led  by  the 
Rev.  Philip  Wogaman,  dean  of  UM- 
related  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
and  a  noted  scholar  on  the  subject  of 
Christian  social  ethics. 

Steps  similar  to  Presbyterians 

Eight  of  the  criteria  recommended  by 
the  task  force  are  similar  to  those  on  the 
United  Presbyterian  list. 

The  following  steps  would  be  required 
before  a  boycott  is  either  initiated  or 
joined: 


(1)  The  denomination  or  church  body 
thoroughly  debates  the  issues  and  adopts 
a  statement  of  social  goals  related  to 
them. 

(2)  Efforts  are  pursued  to  bring 
change  in  a  corporation’s  activities  and 
movement  toward  the  church’s  adopted 
goals  through  such  means  as  letters, 
personal  visits,  negotiations, 
shareholder  resolutions,  government 
regulation  or  enforcement,  etc. 

(3)  The  body  considering  an  issue  must 
have  the  authority  to  make  the  decision 
about  a  boycott. 

Then,  the  body  would  need  to  find  the 
following  points  true  about  the  proposed 
boycott: 

(4)  The  issue  addressed  is  “urgent  and 
timely.” 

(5)  The  boycott,  if  effective,  is  capable 
of  achieving  the  desired  goal. 

(6)  The  boycott  is  consistent  with  the 
whole  mission  of  the  church. 

(7)  The  reasons  for  the  boycott  and  its 
general  objectives  are  defined  carefully 
so  that  no  doubt  exists  among  supporters 
or  the  affected  corpora tion(s)  as  to  how 
the  boycott  can  be  ended 

After  a  boycott  is  endorsed,  the  church 
body  should  insure  that: 


(8)  Comprehensive  review  and  evalua¬ 
tion  devices  are  prepared  to  determine 
when  the  boycott  can  be  called  off. 

(9)  The  church  body  remains  responsi¬ 
ble  for  its  own  actions  and  does  not 
rely  on  another  group  to  decide  when  to 
discontinue  a  boycott. 

(10)  The  body  educates,  organizes  and 
mobilizes  its  membership  to  make  the 
boycott  effective. 

The  task  force  offers  two  additional 
admonitions  about  the  behavior  of 
boycotting  denominations  or  church 
bodies: 

(11)  “The  church  should  take  its 
ecumenical  relationships  seriously  along 
with  its  own  denominational 
responsibility.” 

(12)  “The  humanity  of  opponents 
should  always  be  respected,  even  when 
they  are  perceived  to  be  engaged  in 
morally  deplorable  activities. 
Demagoguery  (the  use  of  popular 
prejudices  and  false  claims)  should 
always  be  avoided,  and  there  should  be  a 
willingness  to  compromise  within  the 
framework  of  what  is  morally 
imperative”  to  a  Christian  ethic. 


Racism  threat  detailed 

Churches  called  to  counter  6tidal  resurgence  ’ 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  In  this  tri-racial  city 
where  the  battlecry  “Remember  the 
Alamo!”  inflamed  a  revolution  more 
than  100  years  ago,  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ  staged  its  first 
national  consultation  on  racism  in  20 
years. 

No  memorable  battlecry  emerged 
from  the  mid-February  consultation.  But 
speaker  after  speaker  and,  finally,  the 
consultation  itself  in  a  document  titled 
“A  Call  to  the  People  of  Our  Nation” 
insisted  that  there  is  “a  tidal  resurgence 
of  racism  in  our  land  .  .  .  mushrooming 
violence  against  people  of  color.” 

NCC  president  Bishop  A.  James 
Armstrong  opened  the  consultation  with 
“a  charge”  to  the  body.  He  declared  that 
“the  word  of  oneness  and  peace  with 
justice  cannot  come  without  the  cross  of 
Jesus.” 

‘Repent’  word  for  all 

NCC  General  Secretary  Claire 
Randall,  an  ordained  United 
Presbyterian  minister,  closed  the 
consultation  in  harmony  with  many 
previous  speakers,  saying  that  the  tide  of 
racial  justice  “is  going  against  us.”  But 
she  acknowledged  that  the  consultation 
"had  not  clearly  answered  what  is  the 
role  of  the  church.”  As  a  suggestion 
toward  defining  that  role,  she  advised, 
“Repent  is  a  word  for  each  of  us  to  hear 
—  and  to  give.” 

The  Reagan  administration  had  no 
vocal  supporters  here.  One  speaker  said 
the  President  has  “replaced  the  New 
Deal  with  the  Raw  Deal.”  Another 
speaker,  Georgia  State  Sen.  Julian  Bond, 
exhibited  the  fanciest  rhetoric,  speaking 
of  the  administration’s  “gratuitous 
gratification  of  gross  greed”  and 
alleging  that  the  administration  has 
“replaced  human  rights  with  mineral 
rights.”  Mr.  Bond  identified  the  current 
federal  political  strategy  as  “a  new  kind 
of  social  Darwinism,  a  survival  of  the 
richest.” 

Racism  said  ‘indigenous’ 

But  the  consultation  avoided  a  singular 
■anti-Reagan  slant.  In  fact,  more  than  one 
Speaker  claimed  that  the  problem  of 
racism  is  inherent  in  American  culture, 
traceable  to  the  founding  fathers  and  to 
the  U.S.  Constitution  itself.  As  one 
analyst  said  it,  “To  be  an  American  is  to 
practice  racism.  It  is  indigenous  to  our 
culture.” 


Beyond  the  predictable  rhetoric, 
though,  the  consultation  ultimately  had 
to  be  reminded  that  it  operated  from  a 
Christian  base.  The  “call  to  the  people” 
as  drafted  lacked  any  specific  reference 
to  the  Christian  faith  until  two 
participants  from  the  floor  of  the  final 
session  insisted  that  it  be  inserted. 
Without  it,  warned  one  Reformed  Church 
in  America  delegate,  the  document  was 
nothing  more  than  “a  kindling  paper”  for 
opponents  of  the  National  Council. 

The  consultation  was  carefully 
constructed  to  avoid  ethnic  minorities 
vying  with  each  other  over  whose 
oppression  is  worse  than  who  else’s. 
Each  session’s  theological  presenter 
represented  a  different  racial  minority. 

The  consultation’s  makeup  —  each  of 
the  National  Council’s  32  member 
communions  was  eligible  to  invite  10  to  20 
representatives  —  was  programmed  to 
insure  that  a  large  number  of  white 
persons  would  be  present  —  not  a 
majority,  just  enough  to  insure  that 
ethnic  minority  persons  would  not  be  left 
alone  to  “talk  past  one  another.  ” 

Racism  tide  catalogued 

No  person  or  group  claimed  to  have  a 
complete  catalogue  of  specific  instances 
of  the  “tidal  resurgence  of  racism”  but 
many  were  cited.  Among  them : 

•  Establishment  of  para-military 
training  bases  for  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
despite  efforts  in  some  states  to  outlaw 
them ; 

•  Revived  Klan  activity  on  U.S. 
military  bases  overseas ; 

•  An  increase  in  “law  and  order”  bills 
in  state  legislatures; 

•  A  fraternity  party  at  the  University 
of  Cincinnati  billed  as  “Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  Trash  Party”  and  featuring  one 
student  made  up  to  resemble  the  late 
civil  rights  leader,  including  a  reddish 
“bullet  hole”  in  his  throat; 

•  The  lynching  of  a  black  man  in 
Mobile,  Ala.,  and  the  subsequent 
appearance  of  small  string  “nooses”  on 
the  clothing  of  white  school  children  and 
the  appearance  of  large  rope  “nooses” 
on  bridges  and  overpasses  along  routes 
frequented  by  black  people ; 

•  Alleged  racism  in  different 
immigration  standards  for  refugees 
from  Haiti  as  opposed  to  those  from 
Poland; 

•  The  ongoing  link  between  racism  and 
militarism  (“Look  who  they  send  to  fight 
their  wars.”); 

•  Federal  budget  cuts  in  food  stamps, 
child  nutrition  programs  and  other  social 


ONE  GREAT  HOUR 
OF  SHARING 


"Lord,  when  did  we  see  you  . . .  sick  or  in  prison?" 


Today  three  quarters  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  on  planet  Earth 
suffer  from  hunger,  lack  of  pure  water,  are  displaced  or  diseased  — 
lacking  food  and  shelter.  Thousands  are  unjustly  imprisoned 

United  Methodist  gifts  to  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  allow  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  to  minister  in  Christ  s 
name  —  helping  people  to  help  themselves.  Your  gift  may  speed 
medicine  to  the  sick,  provide  shelter,  or  help  feed  a  family  of 
the  dispossessed  or  imprisoned. 

There  is  no  One  Great  Hour  quota  —  Let  the  great  need  establish 
the  size  of  your  gift. 
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For  Information  or  materials  write: 

United  Methodist  Communications 
200  Davis  Street 
Evanston.  IL6020I 


services  and  proposed  transfer  of  such 
programs  and  funds  to  the  states,  where, 
as  some  speakers  foresaw  it,  states’ 
rights  will  become  another  name  for 
racism. 

•  Tax  benefits  for  segregated  schools; 

•  Jeopardy  for  the  voting  rights  act  of 
1965. 

Attack  with  ‘new  variations’ 

Denominational  representatives  met 
in  two  scheduled  “hope  groups”  or 
strategy  sessions.  This  was  a  part  of  the 
consultation’s  stated  goal  to  attack 
racism  with  “new  variations  on  an  old 
theme.” 

The  most  recurring  “new  variation”  in 
the  suggested  church  response  to  racism 
was  called  “networking.”  This  was 
typically  explained  as  an  identifying  and 
working  together  by  people  or  groups  of 
like  minds.  For  example,  groups 
dedicated  to  fighting  racism  in  public 
education  would  seek  each  other  out  and 
“network”  together  in  whatever 
common  causes  they  can  identify. 

NCC  staff  member  the  Rev.  Tyrone 
Pitts,  an  American  Baptist,  minis¬ 
ter,  said  that  the  council’s  planned  follow¬ 
up  to  the  consultation  will  be  a  major 
document,  including  a  study  guide  and 
curriculum  pieces  for  local  church  use. 

Homosexuality  declared  ‘sin’ 


Burning  crosses,  ignited  by  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  in  varied  areas  of  the  nation  are  just 
one  of  many  indicators  that  racism  is  increasing  (see  related  stories  on  this  page). 
While  church  leaders  met  in  San  Antonio  to  plan  strategies  to  counteract  this  trend, 
other  Christians  joined  the  Alabama  march  commemorating  the  passage  of  the  1965 
Voting  Rights  Act  for  minorities. 
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’Good  News’  rebukes  appointment 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WILMORE,  Ky.  -  The  unofficial 
“Good  News”  caucus  issued  a  stinging 
criticism  recently  to  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  Jr.  of  the  Denver  Area  for  his 
appointment  of  a  self-identified 
homosexual  minister.  Copies  were  sent 
to  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  “other 
selected  leaders  of  our  church  and  also  to 
the  media.” 

Bishop  Wheatley  told  the  Reporter  he 
has  sent  a  six-page  response  to  the 
“evangelical”  caucus  but  he  refused  to 
discuss  the  contents  of  his  Feb.  18  letter 
until  he  could  verify  that  it  had  been 
received  here  by  “Good  News”  executive 
secretary  the  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger 
II. 

“Mine  is  a  personal  letter  to  Mr. 
Heidinger  and  it  indicates  no  copies,” 
Bishop  Wheatley  said.  He  added,  though, 
that  he  will  share  copies  with  those  who 
inquire  after  he  verifies  the  original  has 
been  received. 

He  contrasted  his  handling  of  the 
correspondence  exchange  with  that  of 
Mr.  Heidinger  who  Feb.  2  sent  a  letter  to 
Bishop  Wheatley.  Then  on  Feb.  5  copies 
of  the  2^-page  letter  criticizing  the 
bishop’s  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Julian 
Rush,  a  cover  letter  explaining  that  the 
letter  was  receiving  wider  circulation 
and  a  copy  of  Bishop  Wheatley’s  Nov.  20, 
1981,  letter  to  the  clergy  members  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference  were  sent  to 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  selected  leaders 
and  to  the  media. 

The  “Good  News”  board  of  directors  at 
its  Jan.  28-29  meeting  had  authorized  the 
sending  of  the  open  letter. 

The  “Good  News”  Feb.  2  letter  said  it 
was  the  caucus  directors’  “sincere 
conviction  that  if  the  person  appointed  is 
a  practicing  homosexual  or  is  involved  in 
promoting  the  acceptance  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  an  acceptable  Christian 
lifestyle,  your  action,  regardless  of  your 
motives,  will  set  a  precedent  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  which  will  be 
severely  detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the 
general  church.  We  believe  such  action 
will  do  irreparable  damage  to  the  integ¬ 
rity  of  our  General  Conference. 
Furthermore,  it  will  also  undermine  the 
basic  foundation  for  our  faith  and 
Christian  ethic  —  the  Holy  Scriptures.” 

The  letter  contends  that  Bishop 
Wheatley  is  wrong  in  trying  to  defend 
such  appointment  “on  the  basis  of  an 
obviously  strained  and  questionable 
interpretation  of  General  Conference 
intentions  and  our  ‘Book  of  Discipline.  ’  ’  ’ 

The  “Good  News”  letter  further 
contends  that  the  bishop,  by  his 
appointment,  “chooses  to  ignore  the 
clear  biblical  teaching  that  the  practice 
of  homosexuality  is  a  sin.” 

The  letter  also  challenges  what  it 
terms  the  bishop’s  “very  questionable, 
controversial  and  unproven  theories  as 


to  the  origin  of  homosexuality.  ” 

“Good  News”  directors  appealed  to 
Bishop  Wheatley  “to  take  whatever 
corrective  action  is  necessary  to  deal 
with  this  problem  which  is  so  destructive 
to  the  witness  and  well-being  of  our 
church.” 

The  letter  is  signed  by  Mr.  Heidinger, 
by  the  Rev.  Michael  Walker,  chairman  of 
the  “Good  News”  board,  and  by  the  Rev. 
John  Grenfell,  chairman  of  the  caucus 
section  on  discipleship  and  special 
concerns. 

Bishop  Wheatley  expressed  surprise 


when  told  by  the  Reporter  that  copies  of 
his  Nov.  20  letter  had  been  circulated.  He 
said,  “I  gave  no  permission  nor  was  I 
asked  for  permission  by  anyone  to 
circulate  that  letter.” 

In  that  letter  to  the  clergy  members  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  conference  the 
bishop  gave  the  background  and  his 
rationale  for  his  appointment  of  Mr. 
Rush  to  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Denver  as 
“minister  to  community  concerns."  Mr. 
Rush  had  previously  been  on  the  staff  of 
First  UMC  in  Boulder. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Latin  American  ministers  to  visit 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  team  of 
Christian  leaders  and  theologians  from 
Latin  America  will  visit  the  United 
States  March  14-April  7  to  share  their 
views  on  developments  in  South 
America,  Central  America  and  the 
Caribbean  with  United  Methodists 
throughout  the  U.S. 

Billed  as  a  church-to-church  visit,  the 
project  is  a  joint  effort  by  the  Conference 
of  Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  in 
Latin  America  (CIEMAL)  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  Council  of 
Bishops.  Also  involved  in  development  of 
plans  for  the  visit  are  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  boards  of  Church  and  Society  and 
Global  Ministries. 

“The  intent  of  this  visit  is  to  help 


CIEMAL  make  North  American  citizens 
aware  of  situations  in  Latin  America,” 
said  Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  of  Springfield, 
Ill.  He  has  coordinated  planning  for  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  is  president  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  13  church  leaders  from  nine  Latin 
American/Caribbean  countries  will  be 
joined  by  six  Latin  American  Christians 
living  in  the  U.S.  The  group  will  have  two 
days  of  orientation  and  briefings  at  the 
Seamen’s  Institute  in  New  York  City 
before  splitting  into  five  teams.  Each 
team  will  spend  18  days  itinerating  in 
one  of  the  denominations’s  five  juris¬ 
dictions,  returning  to  New  York  on  April 
5  for  debriefing  sessions  before  returning 
to  their  homes  on  April  7. 


UM  racism 
identified, 
strategized 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  United  Methodists 
filled  several  leadership  positions  at  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  Consul¬ 
tation  on  Racism  here  Feb.  9-12  (see 
related  story  on  this  page)  and  also 
turned  out  in  enough  numbers  to  form 
two  denominational  strategy  groups. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Agne,  pastor  of  a  bi- 
racial  suburban  Chicago  church  and  a 
member  of  the  consultation’s  sponsoring 
group,  the  NCC  Racial  Justice  Working 
Group,  coordinated  the  denominational 
strategy  groups  and  chaired  the  United 
Methodist  group. 

A  printed  list  of  “road  signs  of  institu¬ 
tional  racism”  adopted  by  the  UM  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  became  the  common 
working  checklist  document  for  all 
denominational  groups  at  the  consul¬ 
tation. 

The  United  Methodist  caucus  of  some 
10-12  persons  prioritized  four  racism 
issues.  The  further  intent,  explained  Mr. 
Agne,  is  “to  impact  the  denomination.” 

The  four  priority  issues  and  suggested 
strategies  for  ‘  ‘impact’  ’  were : 

•  United  Methodist  seminaries. 
Strategies  are  to  support  boards  and 
faculty  of  seminaries  doing  “a  good  job,” 
encourage  each  seminary  board  to 
endow  an  academic  chair  for  an  ethnic 
minority  person,  and  encourage  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  to 
monitor  and  “push”  seminaries. 

•  Episcopacy,  specifically  the  lack  of 
an  Hispanic  bishop.  Strategies  are  to 
communicate  with  bishops  in  “target 
areas”  (identified  as  the  South  Central, 
Western,  and  Northeastern  Juris¬ 
dictions),  encouraging  them  to  invite 
Hispanics  to  speak  at  annual  conferences 
or  have  other  visible  leadership 
roles,  write  jurisdictional  conference 
delegates,  and  seek  to  identify  which 
episcopal  areas  are  willing  to  accept  a 
Hispanic  bishop  if  one  is  elected. 

•  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
missional  priority.  Strategies  are  to 
measure  the  priority’s  intent  versus  its 
impact  and  to  acknowledge  that  this 
quadrennium  may  be  EMLC’s  last  as  a 
sole  missional  priority  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

•  Church  school  curriculum.  Strate¬ 
gies  are  to  keep  asserting  that  curricular 
pieces  deal  primarily  with  white 
experiences  and  a  “white”  portrayal  of 
Jesus,  to  assert  that  ethnic  minority 
curricular  materials  are  priced  too  high, 
and  to  try  to  “impact”  conferences  of 
curriculum  writers. 

The  denominational  strategy  group 
had  trouble  agreeing  on  what  its  actual 
standing  is  and  what  its  next  strategies 
should  be.  Enough  members  of  the  ad 
hoc  group  are  also  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  that 
they  agreed  to  meet  again  during  BGM 
sessions  in  March  or  April. 

The  other  United  Methodist  strategy 
group  came  exclusively  from  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference. 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


What  God 
joined .  .  . 


and  mom  hath 


When  Joel  Flynn  and  Sandra 
Wessels  wed  at  Prophetstown,  Ill.,  the 
ministers  who  married  them  cried. 

But  that’s  not  only  okay  —  it’s 
traditional.  The  Rev.  Sue  Wessels  and 
the  Rev.  Joyce  Flynn  performed  their 
children’s  ceremony  at  Loraine  UMC 
where  Ms.  Wessels  was  then  pastor. 

“It  was  a  little  tough  being  the 
clergy,  the  pastor,  the  minister  and 
the  mother,”  she  said  in  a  story  in  the 
Central  Illinois  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter.  Ms.  Wessels  now  serves 
at  Carbon  Cliff  UMC. 

Ms.  Flynn,  a  theological  student  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary,  Evanston,  is  chaplain  at 
the  Bethany  Methodist  Hospital 
Retirement  Home  in  Chicago. 

“When  I  told  the  head  of  the 
seminary  about  the  wedding,  he  said 
it  was  going  to  be  a  first  of  its  kind.  ” 


Ms.  Wessels.  left,  and  Ms.  Flynn  watch  their  < 
rehearsal. 
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Health  care  ‘miracle’ 
for  Somalians  excites 
other  African  nations 


ALI  MAT AN,  Somalia  —  A  mother  learns  from  posters  and  charts  prepared  by  the 
health  care  staff  of  the  Interchurch  Response  for  the  Horn  of  Africa  how  to  identify 
signs  of  malnutrition  and  illness  in  her  children.  They  also  suggest  foods  her  children 
should  have  for  better  health.  A  dramatic  improvement  in  health  has  occurred  at  this 
refugee  camp  as  Christians  in  the  U.S.  have  given  their  time  and  money  to  turning 
around  a  desperate  health  problem. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  following  ar¬ 
ticle  continues  the  report  by  UMR 
Managing  Editor  Sharon  Mielke  on 
Christian  relief  and  development  work  in 
Somalia  —  a  nation  in  the  Horn  of  East 
Africa  which  has  the  world’s  largest  con¬ 
centration  of  refugees.  While  the 
refugees  are  mostly  Muslim  (Sunni 
sect),  Christians  from  around  the  world 
have  recognized  the  desperate  need  of 
thousands  of  uprooted  and  homeless 
people  who  have  crowded  into  a  country 
already  short  of  food  and  unable  to 
provide  health  care  for  most  of  its 
citizens. 

Ms.  Mielke  accompanied  a  delegation 
Jan.  26-Feb.  4  representing  the  three  U.S. 
relief  groups  which  joined  forces  in 
August  of  1980  to  form  the  Interchurch 
Response  for  the  Horn  of  Africa — Church 
World  Service,  Lutheran  World  Relief 
and  Catholic  Relief  Services.  Additional 
stories  on  “What  it  means  to  offer  a 
Christian  witness  in  a  Muslim  society” 
and  an  analysis  of  future  alternatives  for 
refugees  who  are  caught  in  a  Palestinian- 
like  political  tension  will  be  in  succeeding 
issues. 

BY  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

ALI  MAT  AN,  Somalia  —  In  this  part  of 
the  world  where  medical  care  often  has 
been  limited  to  the  searing  pain  of  a  burn¬ 
ing  stick  applied  to  the  ache  or  wound  by 
the  shaman  and  where  mortality  rates 
stood  among  the  world’s  highest,  some¬ 
thing  of  a  health  care  “miracle”  is  hap¬ 
pening. 

United  Methodists  are  joining  forces 
with  other  Christians  through  their  sup¬ 
port  for  relief  and  development  ministries 
here  to  help  bring  this  miracle  about. 

The  “miracle”  is  two-fold.  First  of  all, 
people  just  out  of  East  Africa’s  bush 
country  are  becoming,  with  several 
months’  intensive  training,  the  nation’s 
first  line  of  health  defense. 

Second,  Somalia’s  health  care  model 
may  prove  it  is  possible  to  provide 
adequate  services  for  neglected  African 
populations  without  installing  expensive, 
high  technology  Western  medicine. 

“I  don’t  know  of  any  other  health  care 
plan  being  shouted  about  in  all  of 
Africa,’’  said  Jim  Kelley,  the  USAID 
director  here  who  has  served  in  seven 
African  countries.  “Somalia  has  very 
limited  resources  and  it  is  trying  to  fit 
Somalia  health  needs  to  a  Somali  budget. 

The  broad  outlines  of  the  “miracle” 
were  already  on  the  drawing  board 
before  this  nation  —  which  is  about  the 
size  of  state  of  Texas  —  was  flooded  by 
1.3  million  refugees  from  neighboring 
Ethiopia  between  1978  and  1981,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  head  of  the  government’s 
refugee  health  unit,  Dr.  Ali  Oshar. 

Refugees  catalyst 

While  the  massive  influx  of  refugees 
compounded  the  health  problems  of 
Somalia  —  recurrent  epidemics,  tuber¬ 
culosis,  parasitic  diseases,  malaria, 
tricoma  and  malnutrition  —  it  also 
provided  an  opportunity  to  put  in  place  a 
health  care  dream,  he  said. 

That  is  where  Christians  supporting 
the  Interchurch  Response  for  the  Horn  of 
Africa,  and  other  relief  agencies  with  a 
medical  program,  came  into  the  picture. 

Interchurch  doctors,  public  health  nur¬ 
ses,  midwives  and  a  lab  technician 
brought  expertise  and  supplies  to  this 
particular  camp  with  its  some  20,000 
refugees.  First  they  struggled  to  bring 
health  and  sanitation  problems  under 
control.  Then  about  four  months  ago, 
with  the  refugee  population  and  health 
situation  stabilized,  they  turned  their 
energies  to  outfitting  and  training 
Somalis  to  take  over  the  job. 

An  estimated  two-thirds  of  the  In¬ 
terchurch  Response  budget  of  $1  million 
was  spent  on  meeting  the  medical 
emergency  during  1981.  It  is  estimated 
that  by  the  end  of  1982  Somali  staff  mem¬ 


bers  will  be  ready  to  take  over  the  full 
operation  of  the  camp’s  TB  clinic,  child 
care  center,  pre-natal  clinic  and  dispen¬ 
sary.  (Interchurch  will  probably  con¬ 
tinue  to  provide  some  medical  supplies) . 

Members  of  the  delegation  said  they 
believe  much  of  the  credit  for  this  strong 
teaching  and  on-the-job  training  em¬ 
phasis  must  be  given  to  Interchurch 
leaders’  commitment  to  self-reliance  and 
development  programs  once  a  disaster  is 
over.  They  are  also  being  prodded  by 
Somalia’s  Ministry  of  Health  which  is 
saying  loud  and  clear:  “Loosen  your 
hold.  The  longer  you  stay,  the  more 
dependency  develops.  Keep  your  hands 
off  ;  give  Somalis  more  responsibility.” 

Community  workers  ‘heart’ 

At  the  heart  of  Somalia’s  “primary 
health  care”  plan  is  the  training  of  “com¬ 
munity  health  workers”  and  “traditional 
birth  attendants”  (midwives).  Men  and 
women,  young  and  old,  most  of  whom  are 
unable  to  read  or  write,  are  recruited  for 
training  and  certification. 

“Community  health  workers  are  the 
only  hope  for  ongoing  health  care  in 
Somalia,"  Geri  Hall,  a  public  health  nurse 
from  Boston  who  is  responsible  for 
much  of  the  training  curriculum  at  Ali 
Matan,  told  the  Reporter. 

A  walk  through  a  section  of  Ali  Matan 
with  Ms.  Hall  revealed  how  seriously 
most  of  the  community  health  workers 
take  their  jobs  —  for  which  they  receive 
200  shillings  (about  $16.75)  per  month. 

Xabiba,  for  example,  had  delivered  a 
15-year-old’s  first  baby  the  night  before 
and  reported  the  birth  for  certification; 
located  several  seriously-ill  children  and 
insisted  their  parents  take  them  to  the 
clinic  the  next  morning;  conferred  with 
Ms.  Hall  about  another  pregnant  woman 
in  her  section  and  proudly  demonstrated 
her  newly-acquired  ability  to  read  num¬ 
bers. 

She  showed  the  Reporter  her 
aluminum  medical  “black  bag”  which 
includes  medications  for  minor  wounds 
and  burns  and  a  clean  towel  and  bowl  for 
delivering  babies. 

Community  health  workers  are  respon¬ 


sible  for  identifying  the  sick  and 
malnourished,  teaching  personal  and  en¬ 
vironmental  hygiene,  motivating  par¬ 
ticipation  in  immunization  campaigns, 
refuse  disposal  and  latrine  building 
programs.  They  also  report  births  and 
deaths;  refer  patients  to  the  clinic  when 
a  problem  is  beyond  their  scope  and  treat 
ailments  under  the  doctor’s  prescription. 

People  in  each  section  must  have  a 
referral  slip  from  the  community  health 
worker  before  they  can  be  seen  by  the 
doctors  and  nurses  at  the  camp’s  health 
campground. 

‘Referrals’  key  feature 

The  “referral  system”  —  which  begins 
with  the  community  health  worker  and 
has  several  levels  advancing  to  a  major 
hospital  equipped  to  handle  more  com¬ 
plicated  medical  needs  —  is  what  makes 
“primary  health  care  more  than  just  poor 
health  care  for  poor  people,”  according 
to  Dr.  Mike  Toole,  consultant  from  the 
U.S.  to  the  Somali  refugee  health 
ministry  paid  by  voluntary  agencies 
including  Interchurch. 

But  believing  in  the  health  plan  being 
tested  here  where  the  nation  has  turned 
“thumbs  down”  on  high  technology, 


hospital-oriented  Western  medicine,  and 
working  in  the  more  primitive  system 
can  provide  conflict  for  doctors  trained 
in  the  United  States. 

“They  are  right.  They  have  to  do  the 
most  with  the  least  bucks,”  said  Dr.  Greg 
Gehred,  a  physician  with  11  years  in  the 
Indian  Health  Service  in  Santa  Fe,  N.M., 
before  coming  to  Somalia  about  seven 
weeks  ago  for  a  three-month  stint. 

“But  believing  the  government  is  right 
and  facing  the  patient  looking  to  you  for 
help  is  pretty  hard  sometimes,”  he  said, 
“especially  when  one  knows  the  problem 
could  be  corrected”  with  medications  or 
equipment  routinely  available  to  U.S. 
doctors. 

Working  within  the  government’s 
guidelines  means  using  a  limited  list  of 
medications,  judged  affordable  and  rea¬ 
sonable  for  Somalia,  which  has  a  young 
population  —  half  under  the  age  of  25. 

Most  of  the  major  health  problems 
could  be  overcome  with  adequate  food, 
clean  water,  improved  hygiene  and 
sanitation  and  immunizations,  staff 
members  said,  and  intensive  campaigns 
to  implement  these  measures  have 
resulted  in  a  dramatically  improved 
health  situation  in  the  overcrowded  camp6 
in  just  one  year. 

But  even  some  simple  solutions  prove 
difficult  to  implement.  For  example, 
tricoma  —  an  eye  disease  frequently 
leading  to  blindness  —  afflicts  15  to  20 
percent  of  the  population.  It  is  a  disease 
caused  by  poor  sanitation  which  could  be 
prevented  through  the  regular  use  of 
soap  to  wash  one’s  face.  But  soap  — 
while  available  in  local  markets  —  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  most  Somalis  whose 
average  annual  income  is  $100. 

Interchurch  Response  has  imported  a 
$25,000  shipment  of  soap  for  distribution 
in  the  camps  of  the  Gedo  region  which 
shelter  about  one-third  of  all  the  refu¬ 
gees.  This  stop-gap  measure  will  not  cure 
those  already  afflicted  with  tricoma,  how¬ 
ever.  The  only  cure  is  tetracycline  salve, 
a  relatively  expensive  medication. 

“And,”  Dr.  Gehred  said,  “that  will  only 
cure  it  for  a  week  unless  there  is  decent 
sanitation.  It’s  a  real  dilemma  that  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  unsolvable  right  now.  People 
will  just  continue  to  go  blind.” 

While  some  problems  have  been  put  on 
hold  by  Somalia,  the  emphasis  is  on 
providing  basic  health  care  for  all  and  on 
containing  contagious  diseases. 

The  importance  of  clean  water,  plus  an 
adequate  supply  in  this  semi-arid  region 
for  personal  and  agricultural  use,  is 
receiving  the  attention  of  international 
teams  working  here.  But  optimism  is  not 
high. 

Interchurch  Response  is  trying  a  well¬ 
drilling  experiment,  but,  said  director 
Norris  Nordvold,  “If  we  hit  good  water, 
we’ll  be  the  luckiest  bunch  here.”  Costly 
drilling  efforts  by  UNICEF  have  resulted 
mostly  in  dry  holes  or  salt  water. 

On  another  health  care  front,  In¬ 
terchurch  and  other  relief  agencies  are 
helping  upgrade  district  hospitals. 


ALI  MATAN,  Somalia  —  Somalis  trained  by  Mary  Jo  Drake  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
now  administer  the  tuberculosis  clinic  for  refugees  here  entirely  on  their  own.  Ms. 
Drake,  a  nurse,  enabled  Somalis  to  combat  this  contagious  disease  before  she  left  this 

month.  REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  SHARON  MIELKE 
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EXCITING  INTERNSHIP  OPPORTUNITIES  -  one 
in  youth  work,  one  in  outreach.  Setting:  San  Jose- 
Campbell,  Calif  Interns  share  time  between  small 
church  and  large  church.  Supervising  pastors:  one 
male  and  one  female;  one  a  recent  graduate,  one 
with  long-term  experience.  20  hrs.  weekly,  Salary 
$400  per  month  plus  expenses  Application  deadline: 
March  1  Applications  to:  Hugh  Hall,  752  Menker, 
San  Jose.  CA  95128 


CAMP  DIRECTOR  WANTED  -  experienced, 
mature,  full  time  for  Colorado  mountain  camp  and 
supervisor  of  year-round  pre- school /day-care  center 
staff  Located  on  400  wooded  acres  near  Denver 
Fully  ACA  accredited,  non-profit  with  nearly  60 
years  cherished  tradition  offering  boys/ girls  8  to  16 
quality  camping  experiences  in  nondenominational 
setting  Modern  living  quarters  furnished  Salary 
negotiable  Send  complete  resume  and  five 
references  to:  T  M  Lew  alien,  2258  Krameria, 
Denver.  CO  80207 _ 

RETIRING  JUNE  1.  seeking  part-time  parish  work 
Will  furnish  resume  and  recommendations  Contact 
Rev.  Ira  Thetford,  415  E,  Broadway.  Centralia, 
1L  62801  Phone  ( 618  )  532-941 1  or  7361 
POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Organist  and  Associate 
Director  of  Music,  large  church  with  eight  singing 
and  ringing  choirs;  Wicks  pipe  organ.  Zuckermann 
harpsichord.  Steinway  piano  Salary  open  James  H 
King,  director  of  Music  Ministries.  First  UMC,  411 
Turner  St  Clearwater.  FL  33516, 1813  )  446-5055 
SEEKING  QUALIFIED  DIRECTOR  OF 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION:  Responsibilities  in 
Children.  Youth.  Adult  ministries  in  1.400-member 
United  Methodist  Church.  Alvin,  Texas  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  to  Dr.  H.  B  Jemigan.  611 
W  South.  Alvin.  TX 77511 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  and  kindergarten  for 
fast-growing,  dynamic  church,  to  work  on  multiple 
staff.  Church  school  attendance  averages  320.  130 
pupils  ui  weekday  kindergarten  <ages  3-5).  Salary 
based  on  experience  and  qualifications  Apply  to 
P.O.Box  21 AA.  San  Antonio.  TX  78201  


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  weekday  ministries  . 
Responsible  for  day  school/day  care,  Mother’s  Day 
Out  and  Summer  Experience  programs  Send 
resume  to:  Emma  Lou  Hood.  Holy  Trinity  DS/DC. 
13207  Orleans.  Houston.  TX  77015  Phone  713  )  453- 
7212. 


MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Need  person  with 
music  training  to  direct  adult  choir  and  work  with 
UMYF  groups  Salary  negotiable.  $14-$15.000. 
oeautiful  facilities,  excellent  organist,  town  locater 
in  north  central  Oklahoma.  Contact  Rev  Raymond 
Cooley.  First  UMC.  Box  390.  Blackwell.  OK  74631 
1 405  *  363-4080 


World  Service  goal  95. 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodists  in  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico 
gave  more  than  $78  million  dollars  in  1981 
to  support  programs  and  benevolences  of 
their  denomination  at  the  national  and 
world  levels. 

The  total  is  an  increase  of  $4.7  million 
from  1980,  or  6.32  percent,  according  to 
the  report  released  here  by  the  UMC’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  (GCFA).  The  $78  million  for 
18  national  and  world  funds  of  the  church 
is  in  addition  to  an  estimated  $1.7  billion 
given  for  local  and  regional  ex¬ 
penditures. 

Largest  single  item  in  the  $78  million  is 
$27.1  million  for  World  Service,  the 
denomination’s  basic  program  fund.  This 
is  95.5  percent  of  the  1981' goal  of  $28.4 
million. 

The  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Way  land,  general 
secretary  of  GCFA,  termed  the  report  in 
general,  and  tor  World  Service  in  par¬ 
ticular,  “an  unusually  fine 


TRINITY 


achievement,  ne  said  uic  pu  ventage  of 
the  World  Service  goal  was  the  highest 
“for  a  number  of  years.” 

Of  the  church’s  78  annual  conferences, 
29  paid  100  percent  or  more  of  their  World 
Service  apportionment.  Another  13  paid 
95  percent  or  better. 

Singled  out  by  Dr.  Way  land  for  special 
commendation  was  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  which  paid 
%  percent  of  its  World  Service  ap- 

Board  structure  topic 

Two  teams  join 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  and 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
met  as  equals  —  10  from  each  side  —  for 
the  first  time  Feb.  5-6  in  Cincinnati  to 
discuss  the  thorny  long-standing  problem 
of  possible  changes  in  United 
Methodism's  Mission  Arm. 

The  issue  is  to  what  extent,  if  at  all,  the 
Global  Ministries  board  will  be  re¬ 
formed  to  achieve  greater  flexibility  in 
its  administration  and  structure. 

The  issue  predates  the  denomination  it¬ 
self  because  it  dates  to  at  least  1964,  when 
certain  agreements  were  made  with 
what  was  then  an  autonomous  women’s 
mission  organization  and  is  now  the 
board’s  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Division.  The  extent  to  which  those 
agreements  are  binding  remains  open  to 
debate. 

Leaders  of  both  general  church  agen¬ 
cies  said  that  progress  was  made  in  Cin- 


5%  met 

portionment  and  almost  92  percent  of  all 
its  apportioned  funds,  more  than  $6.6 
million,  while  at  the  same  time  raising 
$10.5  million  cash  for  the  Pacific  Homes 
litigation  settlement. 

“This  report  reflects  a  strong  af¬ 
firmation  of  the  general  funds  program 
of  the  denomination  and  the  missional 
and  administrative  activities  which 
these  funds  make  possible,”  Dr. 
Waylandsaid. 


in  mission  study 

cinnati.  Lett  uncertain  is  the  time  by 
which  the  new  structure  is  to  be  in  place. 

Both  agencies,  through  earlier 
negotiating  groups,  had  agreed  that  the 
new  structure  was  to  be  completed 
before  the  1984  General  Conference,  as 
directed  by  the  1980  General  Conference. 
There  is  at  least  one  suggestion  now, 
though,  that  only  a  progress  report  be 
perfected  between  now  and  then  and  that 
legislation  be  presented  to  the  1984 
legislative  sessions  in  Baltimore. 

The  Cincinnati  group  of  20  directors, 
plus  three  staff  persons  from  each  agen¬ 
cy,  listed  “strengths”  and  “weaknesses” 
of  the  Global  Ministries  board. 

Location  in  New  York  City,  long  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  debate,  was  given  as  both  a 
strength  and  a  weakness. 

A  Global  Ministries  sub-group  is  to 
work  on  data  compiled  in  Cincinnati  and 
to  bring  a  restructure  proposal  to  the 
joint  group’s  next  meeting  March  18-19  in 
either  Cincinnati  or  Pitsburgh. 
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Joint  Panel  defines 
self,  suggests  actions 
for  UM  mission  agency 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  A  number  of 
recommendations  from  the  controversial 
Oct.  9-11  Conference  in  Solidarity  with 
the  Liberation  Struggles  of  the  Peoples  of 
Southern  Africa  (see  the  Reporter,  Oct. 
23  and  30,  Nov.  6  and  13,  and  Jan.  15), 
have  been  referred  to  United 
Methodism’s  mission  agency  for 
consideration. 

The  UM  Joint  Panel  on  International 
Affairs,  after  studying  the  conference’s 
21 -page  “program  for  action”  for  two 
months,  chose  approximately  six  pages 
of  its  recommendations  as  appropriate 
for  the  denominational  agency  to 
consider. 

Actions  taken  by  the  Panel  generally 
carry  a  great  deal  of  weight  since  its 
membership  consists  of  nearly  30  of  the 
top  directors  and  staff  members  of  the 
denomination’s  mission  and  social  action 
agencies. 

The  16-year-old  Panel  also  has  agreed 
upon  a  definition  of  itself.  That  is  being 
submitted  for  approval  to  the  General 
Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  of 
Church  and  Society  under  whose 
auspices  the  Panel  informally  has 
operated. 

That  action  was  taken  in  response  to 
concerns  expressed  at  a  December 
meeting  by  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of 
Iowa,  a  panel  member.  He  said  the  Panel 
had  assumed  an  increasingly  visible  and 
influential  role  within  the  church  without 
receiving  a  clear  definition  and  authority 
from  its  sponsoring  agencies  (see  the 
Reporter,  Dec.  18). 

One  example  of  the  Panel’s  expanded 
role  was  its  coordination  of  United  Metho¬ 
dist  general  agency  support  for  the 
Southern  Africa  conference.  The  confer¬ 
ence  was  organized  primarily  by 
non-church  groups  to  mobilize  Americans 
behind  two  revolutionary  movements  in 
South  Africa  (the  ANC)  and  Namibia 
(SWAPO)  in  their  struggle  against 
apartheid  (institutionalized  racial 
discrimination). 

The  Panel  noted  that  many  of  the 
recommendations  concerning  a  boycott 
of  South  African  products,  corporate 
divestiture  of  investments  in  South 
Africa  and  various  economic  sanctions 
already  are  being  implemented  by 
groups  which  Global  Ministries  supports 
with  money  and/or  representatives. 

Media  get  most  attention 

More  than  a  third  of  the  Panel’s 
recommendations  to  Global  Ministries 
and  its  divisions  from  the  “program  for 
action”  relate  to  the  media.  The  Panel 
pointed  out  that  it  did  not  endorse  the 
listed  recommendations  word  for  word. 
Among  them  are: 


•  Publicize  the  legitimacy  of  SWAPO 
and  ANC  in  their  struggle  against  South 
Africa’s  apartheid  system  of 
government; 

•  Emphasize  that  apartheid  is  a  crime 
against  humanity  and  that  international 
action  is  needed  to  support  ANC  and 
SWAPO; 

•  Investigate,  publicize  and  expose 
support  for  the  South  African  regime  by 
certain  Western  powers  and 
transnationals. 

•  Support  ANC  and  SWAPO  in  their 
information  activities  —  provide 
broadcasting  facilities;  print  and 
distribute  liberation  movement 
publications;  provide  technical  training, 
equipment  and  supplies. 

Local  churches  are  urged  to  advertise 
their  (opposition  to  apartheid)  and 
commitment  to  the  liberation  of  South 
Afrida. 

The  Panel  also  recommended  that  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
continue  to  help  families  of  South  African 
prisoners  and  that  Global  Ministries 
“continue  to  give  aid  to  liberation 
movements  for  schools,  hospitals, 
literacy  and  development  projects.” 

Panel  definition  drawn  up 

One  of  the  purposes  of  the  Joint  Panel, 
according  to  its  new  definition,  is  to 
provide  a  forum  for  Global  Ministries 
and  Church  and  Society  leaders  to 
discuss  international  affairs,  including 
theological  and  biblical  questions. 

Other  purposes  include: 

•  Coordinate  UM  agencies’  response  to 
World  and  National  Councils  of  Churches 
requests  for  funding  of  projects  and 
make  recommendations  on  such 
requests ; 

•  Consider  areas  in  which  the  agencies 
might  create  joint  programming  related 
to  international  affairs; 

•  Make  recommendations  to  the  heads 
of  member  agencies  when  the  Panel 
decides  a  timely  public  statement  is 
needed; 

•  Prepare  resolutions  on  international 
issues  to  be  submitted  jointly  by  the  two 
agencies  for  General  Conference  action. 

Related  to  that  point,  Panel  members 
expressed  no  disagreement  with  the  Rev. 
Robert  McClean’s  plea  that  the  Panel  try 
to  help  boards  of  directors  of  the  mission 
and  social  action  agencies  so  they  won’t 
present  differing  resolutions  on  the  same 
subject  to  General  Conference. 

The  Panel  also  decided  to  ask  for 
designation  as  the  body  that 
recommends  to  General  Conference 
which  previously  approved  denomina¬ 
tional  resolutions  on  international  affairs 
should  be  dropped  because  they  are 
deemed  to  be  no  longer  relevant 'or  to 
have  been  superceded  by  other  actions. 
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8  mission  education  events 


to  interpret,  promote  work 


A  Mission  Education  Event 
has  been  planned  for  each 
district  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  events  will  take  place 
March  20-25  for  the  five  districts 
in  the  southern  half  of  the 
conference,  and  March  27-April  1 
for  the  four  districts  in  the 
northern  half  of  the  conference. 

The  events  will  have  two 
emphases. 

The  first  emphasis  will  be  held 
on  the  Saturday  of  each  week, 
and  will  be  dedicated  to 
workshops  which  will  enable 
local  church  leaders  to  learn  how 
to  plan,  carry  out  and  evaluate 
mission  saturation  events  in 
their  local  churches.  It  is  the 
experience  of  most  local 
churches  that  such  events  as 
missionary  weekends,  schools  of 
mission,  mission  fairs,  etc., 
provide  the  necessary 
motivation  for  missional  support 
in  a  congregation. 

The  second  emphasis  will 
include  gatherings  of  church 
members  in  cluster  meetings 
throughout  the  district  so  that 
the  Advance  (the  primary 
manner  through  which  United 
Methodists  support  mission 
ministries)  can  be  interpreted, 
promoted  and  ways  of 
supporting  it  offered. 

Two  mission  interpreters  for 
each  district  have  been  secured 
for  the  events. 

One  of  the  interpreters  will  be 
secured  for  the  offices  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  other  interpreter 
will  be  for  the  conference 
missions. 

Steve  Caraway,  chairperson  of 
the  Mission  Education  Event  for 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
said  an  excellent  team  of 
interpreters  has  been  secured 


and  the  potential  of  increased 
missional  support  as  a  result  of 
these  events  is  a  bright  prospect. 

The  districts  holding  mission 
events  for  the  first  session  will 
be  New  Orleans/Slidell,  New 
Orleans/Houma,  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  and  Lafayette 
(As  one)  and  Lake  Charles 
district. 

Alexandria,  Monroe,  Shreve¬ 
port  and  Ruston  will  hold  meet¬ 
ings  during  the  second  session. 

Interpreters  for  the  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District  event 
will  be  the  Rev.  Roy  Katayama 
and  Amy  Ward.  Katayama  is 
executive  secretary  for  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
cultivation.  Serving  in  the 
Education  and  Cultivation 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  he  provides  local 
churches  with  information  on 
UMCOR  projects.  Ward, 
chairperson  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  will  join 
Katayama. 

The  Rev.  William  T.  “Jack” 
Robison  and  Dr.  William  Fraser 
will  be  the  interpreters  for  the 
New  Orleans/Houma  District 
event.  Robison,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary,  has  worked 
with  his  wife,  Barbara,  in 
Bolivia  as  pastors  and  adult 
educators  in  Eucaliptus,  on  a 
high  plateau  between  the  two 
ranges  of  the  Andes  Mountains. 
They  have  also  worked  along  the 
shores  of  Lake  Titicaca  and  in 
La  Paz,  and  among  the  Aymara 
Indians.  Fraser  is  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  Home  Hos¬ 
pital  in  New  Orleans. 

The  two  Baton  Rouge  districts, 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  and 
Baton  Rouge/Lafayette,  will  be 
held  as  one  event.  Peg  Tyrell  and 
the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  will  be 
interpreters  for  the  event.  Tyrell 
is  a  special  mission  interpreter 


CCOM  passes 

resolution  . 
on  drinking 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  at  a  recent  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Whereas  the  State  of  Louisiana  has  the  second  worst  record  in  the 
nation  on  traffic  accidents  involving  drivers  under  the  influence  of 
alcoholic  beverages,  and 

Whereas  500  citizens  of  our  state  are  killed  and  40,000  injured  every 
year  by  drivers  under  the  influence  of  alcoholic  beverages,  and 

Whereas  there  is  mounting  concern,  both  by  the  governor  of  our 
state,  and  by  many  concerned  citizens,  to  address  this  problem  more 
effectively,  and 

Whereas  the  state  legislature  will  be  considering  numerous  bills 
dealing  with  this  concern,  and 

Whereas  many  persons  believe  there  is  a  better  opportunity  than 
ever  before  to  enact  stronger  and  more  appropriate  legislation  in  this 
field,  therefore 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  in  session  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.  on  Feb. 
19  and  20, 1982,  does  hereby  request  that  pastors  and  lay  leadership  of 
all  local  churches  begin  immediately  a  concerted  effort  to  address  this 
issue,  including  the  following: 

1)  Organize  efforts  to  write  letters  to  and/or  contact  legislators 
personally  to  urge  passage  of  strong  legislation,  including  an  open 
container  law  and  more  effective  drunk  driving  laws. 

2)  Organize  or  join  coalitions  in  each  local  community  toward  this 
end.  (Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving  is  one  example  of  such  an 
organization.) 

3)  Contact  local  judges  and  law  enforcement  officials  to  urge 
stricter  enforcement  of  existing  laws. 


for  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Formerly,  she  was 
Assistant  General  Secretary  of 
the  Women’s  Division  and  has 
served  in  numerous  other 
positions  of  leadership  on  local, 
district,  conference  and  regional 
levels.  She  has  traveled 
extensively  in  Africa  and  Asia 
and  has  visited  most  of  the 
church  mission  projects  in  the 
United  States.  Andrews  is  pastor 
of  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Slidell  and 
chairperson  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
Hunger  Task  Force,  a 
committee  which  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  the  new  World  Hunger 
Conference  Advance  Special 
being  established. 

Dr.  Bertha  Corfield  and  the 
Rev.  David  Billings  will  be 
interpreters  for  the  Lake 
Charles  Event.  Corfield  is  a 
retired  missionary  to  India  and 
is  a  special  mission  interpreter 
for  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  She  is  an  educator 
and  taught  in  India’s  first 
women’s  university.  Billings, 
pastor  of  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  is  a  former  director  of 
the  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center.  He  is  also  with  the 
National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

For  the  Alexandria  District 
event,  the  Rev.  Juanita  B. 
Wright  and  Terral  DeVille  will 
be  interpreters.  Wright  has 
served  on  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  as  coordinator  of 
Mission  Education  since  1970. 
She  was  editor  of  program 
resources  for  United  Methodist 
Women  and  served  in  various 
capacities  on  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education.  She  has 
done  seminary  work  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  and  the 
University  of  Ghana.  DeVille  is 
the  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston. 

Dr.  Kenneth  McIntosh  and 
Harold  LaGrone  will  be 
interpreters  for  the  Monroe 
District.  McIntosh  is  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction’s  Field 
Representative  for  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Formerly  a 
missionary  to  Hong  Kong, 
McIntosh  is  widely  known  as  an 
authority  on  the  Church  in 
China,  having  made  several 
trips  there  since  travel 
regulations  have  been  eased.  He 
has  spoken  and  instructed  at 
several  institutions  of  higher 
learning  in  China  and  his  fluency 
in  Chinese  has  allowed  him  to 
focus  more  attention  on  the 


Chinese  culture  and  American 
understanding.  LaGrone, 
chairperson  of  Promotion, 
Education  and  Cultivation 
subcomittee  of  the  conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  has 
held  responsible  positions  at  the 
local,  district  and  now 
conference  levels  of  the  Church 
in  the  area  of  Global  Ministries . 

The  Shreveport  District  will 
have  Barbara  Robison  and  the 
Rev.  Douglas  T.  Williams  Jr.  as 
interpreters.  Robison  and  her 
husband,  are  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction’s  Missionary 
Interpreters  for  this  year  and 
are  furloughed  missionaries  to 
Bolivia.  She  has  worked  with  her 
husband  in  Bolivia,  as  well  as  the 
urban  areas,  offering  pastoral 
care  and  adult  education. 
Williams  is  chaplain  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston. 

For  the  Ruston  District,  the 
Rev.  William  Robison  and  Jim 
Moore  will  be  interpreters. 
Robison  is  also  interpreting  for 
the  New  Orleans/Houma 
District.  Moore,  a  member  of  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Monroe,  is  a  member  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  He  has  been 
responsible  for  the  media 
displays  of  the  conference’s 
mission  ministries. 

Figures  show  35.9  percent  of 
the  conference’s  churches 
supported  General  Advance 
Specials  in  the  fiscal  year  1980. 
However,  83.2  percent  supported 
the  Conference  Advance 
Specials.  It  is  the  stated  goal  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  to  enable  every  local 
church  to  be  supportive  of  at 
least  one  General  Advance 
Special  and  one  Conference 
Advance  Special  by  the  close  of 
the  current  quadrennium, 
according  to  Steve  Caraway. 

It  is  hoped,  said  Caraway,  that 
the  local  church  leadership 
(notified  by  mail)  will  attend  the 
Saturday  workshops  and  that  the 
membership  of  local  churches 
will  take  the  opportunity  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  those 
coming  to  their  districts  and 
with  the  opportunity  that  they 
bring. 

Caraway  also  said  the 
missions  interpreters  will  be 
available  for  speaking 
engagements  at  local  church 
meetings  during  the  daytime 
hours.  To  have  the  interpreters 
speak,  contact  the  district 
chairperson  on  Global  Ministries 
for  the  respective  district. 


National  Guard 
needs  chaplains 


Civilian  clergy  can  provide  valuable 
service  by  joining  the  Louisiana  Army 
National  Guard  as  chaplains.  The 
opportunities  for  this  part-time  ministry 
are  exciting  because  the  chaplain 
touches  the  lives  of  many  people  and 
rewarding  in  terms  of  ministry  to  people 
and  in  terms  of  pay  and  benefits. 

Chaplains  in  the  National  Guard 
typically  meet  for  16  hours  a  month  and 
two  weeks  a  year  for  training  with  their 
units.  Arrangements  may  be  made  for 
making  up  training  periods  missed  for 
church  responsibilities  on  Sunday. 
Chaplains  receive  the  same  pay  and 
retirement  benefits  as  other  reserve 
component  officers.  They  provide  needed 
ministry  to  their  units  and,  receive 
training  in  chaplaincy  skills.  Chaplains 
are  subject  to  call  up  in  event  of  State  or 
National  emergency. 


In  order  to  qualify,  you  must  be  a  fully 
ordained  minister  or  priest,  have  a  college 
and  seminary  degree,  receive  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  endorsement  as  being  spiritually, 
morally  and  intellectually  qualified  to 
represent  your  church,  be  physically  fit 
and  be  33  years  or  younger.  (Prior  service 
and  the  need  of  the  military  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  if  you  are  over  33.) 

The  Louisiana  Army  National  Guard 
currently  has  5  vacancies  in  various 
areas  of  our  state.  Current  vacancies  are 
located  in  Bogalusa,  Bossier  City, 
Lafayette  (which  has  units  in  many 
western  Louisiana  areas)  and  two  in  New 
Orleans. 

If  you  are  interested,  please  write  or 
call  Chaplain  (LTC)  Paul  G.  Durbin,  7135 
Parkside  Court,  New  Orleans,  La.  70127. 
or  call  245-8893  (HOME)  or  241-2400  ext. 
430  (OFFICE). 


Around  The  Conference 
UMW  Sunday  March  14 

March  14  has  been  set  to  observe  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Sunday  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  theme  of  the  celebration  will  be,  “Share  Your  Light,  You  Will 
Be  A  Blessing.” 

Members  of  local  UMW  units  will  be  visible  at  the  Worship 
Services  and  participate  in  various  ways  in  the  churches. 
Membership  in  United  Methodist  Women  is  recognized  as  a 
privilege  and  a  responsibility  to  be  part  of  “a  creative,  supportive 
fellowship  —  through  participation  in  the  global  ministries  of  the 
church.” 

All  women  are  invited  to  become  members  of  this  organization. 
Suggestions  for  this  observance  have  been  provided  by  the 
Conference  United  Methodist  Women’s  Committee  on  Membership 
in  the  Conference  UMW  Newsletter. 
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Grace  Church  sells  site 


Finalization  of  the  sale  of  the  present  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston  was  completed  in  December,  following  the 
Morning  Worship  Service. 

The  property  was  sold  to  Louisiana  Tech  University. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  sale,  Grace  UMC  will  have  one  year  and 
then,  if  needed,  additional  time  which  would  be  agreed  upon  by  both 
the  church  and  the  university  before  the  present  church  facilities 
would  be  vacated. 

The  new  location  in  Ruston  is  a  15-acre  site  about  two  miles  north 
of  1-20  on  Highway  167  North. 

Preliminary  plans  for  Phase  I  are  being  completed  and  the 
Architectural  firm  of  Wells  and  Parker  in  Monroe  began  to  proceed 
in  preparing  the  drawing  so  bids  could  be  let. 

Phase  I  will  be  a  single  story  facility  that  will  house  classrooms, 
offices,  kitchen,  recreation  room  and  a  fellowship  hall/sanctuary 
combination  arrangement. 

Phase  II  will  be  a  new  Sanctuary  and  any  expansion  that  might  be 
needed. 

Shown  below  are  Dr.  James  Spencer,  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board;  the  Rev.  James  Humphreys,  pastor;  L.  D. 
McGehee,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  head  of  the 
building  committee  and  Joy  Lowe,  Secretary  of  the  Charge 
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Can  boycotting  be  used  as  a  Christian  method? 


I  STARTUP  BACK 
TO  6H0RC*  FOR 
4PECIAL  REASON 


We  are  encouraged  by  reports  of 
progress  in  efforts  to  convince  the  Nestle 
Corp.  to  alter  its  infant  formula 
marketing  practices  in  Third-World 
nations  —  a  goal  currently  being  sought 
via  boycott  and  other  means  by 
numerous  Christian  groups.  However, 
the  recent  development  by  United 
Methodism's  9-member  Infant  Formula 
Task  Force  of  an  overall  theological 
framework  for  determining  whether,  and 
finder  what  conditions,  a  church  should 
become  involved  in  a  given  boycott, 
likely  carries  as  much  or  more 
Significance.  Regardless  of  whether  or 
not  the  task  force  eventually 
recommends  that  the  UMC  join  the 
Nestle  boycott,  the  group’s  careful,  even- 
handed  method  of  deliberation  and 
negotiation  offers  a  superb  lesson  in  how 
to  engage  in  Christian  social  ethics. 

The  task  force  acknowledged  from  the 
outset  that  it  is  never  inherently 
desirable  from  a  Christian  perspective  to 
use  the  technique  of  boycotting.  We 
agree.  A  boycott  is  designed  to  force 
one’s  adversary  to  change  his  behavior. 
The  normative  Christian  goal  is 
reconciliation,  and  the  preferred  method 
for  achieving  it  is  persuasion. 

Under  some  circumstances,  however, 
participation  in  a  boycott  is  “morally 
permissible,”  and  may  be  preferable  to 
other  available  courses  of  action  for 
dealing  with  —  or  ignoring  —  a  given 
evil. 

Borrowing  from  and  building  upon 
work  done  several  years  previously  by 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  has 
identified  several  major  reservations 
about  boycotts,  and  compiled  a  list  of  12 
guidelines  which  it  says  should  be  dealt 
with  by  a  church  group  in  the  course  of 
deciding  whether  or  not  to  participate  in 
a  particular  boycott.  Among  these 
criteria  are:  the  issues  have  been 
thoroughly  debated  and  a  general  church 
policy  statement  has  been  adopted; 
alternative  methods  of  producing 
changes  have  been  exhausted;  and 
participation  in  the  boycott  is  considered 
“consistent  with  the  whole  mission  of  the 
church.” 

This  list  also  includes  guidelines  which 
should  be  observed  if  the  church  should 
become  involved  in  a  boycott,  such  as: 
remaining  responsible  for  its  own 
actions,  rather  than  relying  on  some 
other  group  to  decide  if  the  boycott 
should  be  continued;  undertaking  the 
task  of  interpreting  the  boycott  to  the 
church’s  members  and  mobilizing  their 


support  for  it;  and  showing  respect  for 
the  humanity  of  those  who  are  related  to 
the  morally  deplorable  activity  which 
produced  the  boycott. 

Some  persons  within  the  church  have 
criticized  the  decision  by  delegates  to  the 
1980  General  Conference  for  failing  to  act 
swiftly  to  support  the  Nestle  boycott. 
Some  have  subsequently  criticized  the 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  for  “foot- 
dragging”  and  for  “undermining”  the 
efforts  of  other  church  groups  which  are 
already  engaged  in  the  boycott. 

We  believe,  however,  that  persuasive 
answers  to  these  criticisms  already  have 
been  produced  by  the  task  force’s  efforts 
—  including  the  delivery  of  500  pages  of 
confidential  documents  purporting  to 
show  the  Nestle  company’s  good  faith 
efforts  to  reform  its  infant  formula 
marketing  practices  in  Third  World 
nations,  and  the  special  effort  of  Nestle’s 
Swiss-based  chief  executive  to  attend  the 
most  recent  task  force  meeting.  In  fact, 
the  task  force's  approach  appears  to 
have  resulted  in  concessions  being  made 
by  Nestle  officials  which  were  sought, 
but  never  attained,  by  means  of  a  boycott 
alone.  This  important  mediating  role 
could  never  have  been  played  if  our 
denomination  —  and  the  Infant  Formula 
Task  Force  —  had  prematurely  put  aside 
its  even-handed,  open  ended  approach  in 
favor  of  endorsing  the  boycott. 

Further,  if  the  task  force  should 
eventually  decide  to  recommend  that 
United  Methodists  join  in  the  boycott  of 
Nestle  products,  we  are  confident  that  it 
would  produce  far  more  broadly-based 
support  among  the  church’s  members, 
and  in  turn  produce  far  more  effective 
results,  than  would  a  decision  based  on 
less  carefully  defined  and  applied 
standards  of  Christian  ethics. 

We  believe  it  is  readily  possible  for  a 
church  group  to  shirk  its  responsibility 
by  failing  to  bring  the  Christian  message 
to  bear  against  the  major  social  evils  of 
its  day.  However,  too  little  social 
involvement,  too  slowly  embarked  upon, 
has  not  been  the  primary  problem  in 
United  Methodism  and  in  most  other 
Protestant  denominations  during  the 
past  two  decades.  A  more  serious 
problem  during  this  period  has  involved 
church  groups  taking  quick  and  decisive 
action  after  engaging  in  only  minimal 
preliminary  discussion  of  how  such 
actions  square  with  basic  Christian 
teachings.  Typically,  when  a  social 
wrong  has  been  alleged,  and  a  new 
coalition  has  been  formed  to  launch  a 
boycott  or  another  form  of  protest  to 


My  Witness 

Through  a  ‘faith  walk’  we  have  the 
freedom  to  change  our  lifestyle 


By  DAVID  NEHRKORN 

Ever  since  the  age  of  four  when  (as  a 
result  of  a  brain  concussion)  I  died  and 
was  revived  twice,  I’ve  been  on  what  I 
call  a  “faith  walk”  trying  to  find  out  why 
this  happened  to  me.  It  was  frightening 
to  learn  about  this  occurrence  because  I 
thought  that  once  you  died  you  stayed 
dead.  It  wasn’t  until  much  later  that  I 
.learned  that  mine  wasn’t  a  completely 
; unique  experience. 

Having  lived  in  20  different  Chicago 
neighborhoods.  I’ve  been  able  to  share 
my  views  and  feelings  with  many  varied 
people.  I  have  agonized  over  the  meaning 
of  life  for  32  years  now  and  although  I’ve 
not  come  up  with  any  final  conclusions,  I 
have  established  some  bench  marks  and 
guildelines.  These  have  been  honed  and 
tempered  by  my  life  experiences. 

At  21,  I  was  a  patient  at  a  mental 
hospital  (for  an  emotional  problem 
resulting  from  child  abuse  and  parental 
neglect).  I  was  involved  in  the 
“Freedom  movement”  (where  I 
became  acquainted  with  Dick  Gregory 
and  A.  D.  King)  and  the  “peace 


Nauniiia; 


j 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller;  Cecil 
Copeland,  Data  Processing;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Donald  Small, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions; 
John  Lehman,  Assistant  Editor, 
Editorial;  Sharon  Mielke,  Managing 
Editor;  Dan  Louis,  Joyce  Hopkins, 
Roy  Beck  and  John  Lovelace,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editors;  Garlinda  Burton, 
Staff  Writer;  Production:  George 
Wilhelm,  Manager;  Bill  Sybert, 
Mailing  Manager 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS9S4500) 
is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by 
the  Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communication*  Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  8t., 
Dallas.  Texas  75212,  as  s  continuation  of  the  128- 
year  publishing  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist 
newspaper  The  Reporter  maintains  no  official 
relationship  to  the  United  McthodM  ctetirral 
Conference  or  to  any  of  the  denomination  * 
general  boards  or  agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the 
official  publication  for  42  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  which  publish  special 
regional  edition* 

The  Reporter  maintain*  an  Independent 
editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers 
with  a  brood  spectrum  of  information  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of  views 
held  by  United  Methodism's  membership. 
Editorial  opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  publisher  or  of  the  conferences 
served  by  the  Reporter,  but  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  Reporter  *  editorial  staff  Signed 
letters  and  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the 
Reporter  reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO: 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  73222 
Phone.  (214)  630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes.) 

Individual  subscriptions:  110.00  per  year  for 
national  edition;  rates  for  subscriptions  to 
Annual  Conference  editions,  and  for  groups  of  10 
or  more  national  edition  subscriptions  available 
upon  request 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas,  Texas 
POSTMASTER  Please  send  address  changes 
to:  P.O  Box  221078,  Dallas.  Texas  75222 


right  it,  numerous  groups  and 
individuals  within  the  UMC  usually  have 
stood  ready  to  participate  from  the 
outset. 

The  more  cautious,  theologically  self- 
conscious  style  of  relating  the  Christian 
faith  to  secular  issues  —  which  was 
adopted  by  the  1980  General  Conference, 
and  subsequently  by  the  Infant  Formula 
Task  Force,  is  much  more  in  harmony 
with  centuries  of  Christian  tradition.  It 
also  illustrates  more  faithfully  the 
method  for  “doing  theology”  which  is 
described  and  advocated  in  United 
Methodism’s  official  statement  of 
theological  principles. 

We  commend  the  task  force  for  its 
efforts,  and  urge  its  members  to  proceed 
with  refining  its  list  of  boycott  criteria 
for  consideration  by  the  1984  General 
Conference.  We  believe  most  United 
Methodists  would  feel  reassured  by  a 
policy  decision  stating  that  such  a 
process  will  be  followed  when  the 
possibility  of  endorsing  a  boycott  is 
raised  within  any  general  church 
agency. 

Further,  we  believe  that  church  groups 
of  all  types  which  are  seeking  to  relate 
their  faith  redemptively  and  effectively 
to  all  aspects  of  modern  life,  would  do 
well  to  study  and  emulate  the  Infant 
Formula  Task  Force’s  “deliberate, 
theologically  principled”  methodology. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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By  STEVE  BROWNING 

Guilt  is  a  very  powerful  force.  It  is  used 
to  encourage  adherence  to  civil  law, 
religious  tenets,  and  various  precepts  of 
social  conduct.  If,  for  example,  one 
exceeds  the  speed  limit,  one  is  supposed 
to  feel  guilty.  If  one  doesn’t  feel  guilty, 
there  are  men  and  women  waiting  in 
imposing  automobiles  and  wearing 
imposing  uniforms  to  encourage  one’s 
thoughts  in  the  proper  direction.  Their 
concern  is  twofold:  safety  and  respect 
for  the  law.  If  one  isn’t  concerned  with 
safety  or  respect  for  the  law,  then  one  is, 
upon  due  reflection,  supposed  to  feel 
guilty  about  it.  That  is  one  way  in  which 
society  operates. 

There  are  some  things,  however,  that  I 
simply  refuse  to  feel  guilty  about.  For 
example,  I  refuse  to  feel  guilty  that  lam 
(l)a  male,  (2)  white  or  light-skinned,  or 
(3)  a  Protestant  Christian.  Also  I  refuse 
to  feel  guilty  that  I  am  not  a  homosexual. 
Liberal  commentators  can  scream  at  the 
top  of  their  lungs,  but  on  these  points  I 
will  not  budge. 

Given  that  (1)  the  United  States 
produces  the  largest  gross  national 
product  of  any  nation  in  the  world,  (2) 
our  nation  is  built  upon  the  concept  of 
freedom,  and  (3)  our  leaders  are  —  for 


There  is  no  special  time  or  place  for 
Christians  to  listen  for  the  voice  of  God 


movement”  (where  I  participated  in  the 
“days  of  rage.”)  I  later  became  an  actor 
and  was  involved  in  the  drug  counter¬ 
culture.  My  motto  then  was  “don’t  knock 
it  if  you  haven’t  tried  it.”  I  often  tell  my 
friends  that  if  they  knew  me  then,  they 
wouldn’t  want  to.  I  wasn’t  living  a 
Christian  life  to  say  the  least. 

A  major  change  in  my  life  came  when  I 
attempted  suicide  by  throwing  myself  in 
the  icy  waters  of  Lake  Michigan.  I  felt  a 
large  pair  of  hands  grab  me  around  the 
waist  and  put  me  back  on  the  shore.  I 
looked  around  and  I  saw  no  one.  My 
motto  then  became  “O.K.  God,  I  accept 
this;  what’s  next?”  It  wasn’t  until  I  met 
my  wife  that  I  knew  the  error  of  this 
statement.  She  told  me  that  I  was  deny¬ 
ing  my  freedom  of  choice,  and  making 
myself  a  slave  to  circumstances. 

Often  when  I  relate  events  in  my  life 
the  reaction  I  get  is  one  of  pity  and 
sympathy.  This  is  not  what  I  am  looking 
for  when  I  share  my  story.  I  am  rather 
seeking  to  show  that  even  though  GOD 
has  a  plan  for  each  of  us,  life  is  still  a 
partnership  with  God.  If  we  truly  want  to 
change  our  lifestyle,  we  have  the 
freedom  to  do  so.  Through  a  true  “faith 
walk,"  we  can  learn  the  meaning  of  life 
for  ourselves  and  share  it  with  others. 

I’ve  been  married  for  11  years  now  and 
have  two  fine  sons  6  and  10.  Of  all  my 
experiences,  being  married  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  and  most  rewarding.  My 
wife  and  I  think  of  our  marriage  as  an 
equal  partnership.  Most  major  decisions 
are  made  by  negotiations  and 
arbitration.  If  someone  had  told  me  a  day 
before  I  met  my  wife  that  I  would  marry 
her  six  months  later,  I  would  have  called 
them  crazy.  But  I  tell  you  truthfully  that 
I  hope  to  be  married  forever. 

My  Witness' ’  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  David 
Nehrkorn,  is  a  member  of  Trinity 
UM,  Carpentersville,  Illinois  (Northern 
Illinois  conference). 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  250 
member-families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Idabel,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Confer¬ 
ence),  approximately  600  member- 
families  of  the  Christ  UMC  in  Plano. 
Texas  (North  Texas  Conference)  and 
approximately  450  member-families  of 
the  Arlington  Hills  UMC  in  St.  Paul,  Min¬ 
nesota  (Minnesota  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  the 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Idabel,  Plano 
and  St.  Paul  we  say  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative. 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  my  response  to  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  by  Waid  Radford  (UMR, 
Feb.  5). 

Taking  the  article  piece  by  piece, 
which  I  think  borders  on  the  insulting,  I 
find  a  lonely  and  sad  person. 

Mr.  Radford  opens  by  saying  that  there 
are  some  people  who  go  to  service  to 
really  meet  God  only  to  be  greeted  by 
buzzing  sounds  of  visitation  and  personal 
experiences.  He  continues  by  saying 
“The  Prelude”  is  shallow  and  does  not 
satisfy  his  needs.  His  dissatisfaction 
continues  with  the  greeting  by  an 
ordinary  man  and  not  the  voice  of  God, 
which  he  seeks. 

It  was  right  there  for  him  to  find,  but  he 
just  didn’t  realize  it.  He  even  read  the 
bulletin  which  stated,  “Be  still  and  know 
that  I  am  God.”  If  he  was  quiet,  he  would 
have  known  that  the  buzzing  and  the 
music  were  the  words  of  God.  He  should 
be  thankful  for  the  sense  of  sound  for  this 
is  a  word  from  God  too.  That  so  called 
buzzing  is  people  who  wish  to  share  their 
love  and  experiences  with  one  another, 
and  the  music  is  the  product  of  hard 
working  people  who  express  the  word 
and  feelings  of  the  Lord.  I  am  extremely 
proud  when  the  people  of  my  church 
choose  to  convey  their  feelings  to  me. 
And  is  this  not  the  word  of  God  —  the  love 
of  fellow  man? 

As  for  the  symbolism  found  in  the 
sanctuary,  I  never  knew  it  had  to  be 
advertised.  I  can  tell  Mr.  Radford  that  I 
have  visited  great  cathedrals,  finely 
decorated  and  felt  no  closer  to  God  than 
when  I  celebrated  a  service  in  a 
Captain’s  cabin  aboard  a  large  troop  ship 
with  a  Chaplain  and  one  other  G.I.  God’s 
voice  comes  to  those  who  listen.  There 
are  no  special  times  or  places. 

Maybe  Mr.  Radford  will  actually  hear 
God’s  voice  sometime.  I  truly  hope  so, 
although  very  few  people  receive  that 
gift.  In  the  meantime,  he  should  listen  to 
the  “buzzing”  in  his  church  and  he  will 
find  the  food  for  his  hungry  soul  and  in 
troubled  times  the  strength  to  handle 
problems. 

The  people  of  my  church  with  their 
love  and  teachings  provide  my  words 
from  God.  I  pray  Mr.  Radford  might 
enjoy  a  similar  experience,  for  it  is  a 
thing  of  beauty. 

Ronald  J.  Cobb 

W.  Holyoke,  Massachusetts 

It  is  time  to  examine 
our  manners  in  church 
To  the  Editor : 

With  reference  to  Waid  Radford’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  headlined  “Voice 
of  God  is  lacking  in  many  United 
Methodist  worship  services”  in  the  Feb. 
5  issue,  I  thoroughly  agree  with  his 
position  on  decorum  when  once  the 
sanctuary  of  the  church  is  entered. 

Yes,  we  United  Methodists  are  known 
as  a  friendly  congregation.  May  we 
never  lose  that  label.  But  there  are 
places  for  social  conversation,  friendly 
visits  and  church-related  business  in 
other  parts  of  the  church  building. 

When  I  enter  the  sanctuary  of  the 
church,  my  whole  being  should  be 
prepared  for  the  worship  of  God  when  as 
may  be  possible  all  other  distractions 
should  leave  one’s  mind.  Why  were  we 
created  but  to  glorify  God  in  everything, 
including  the  writing  of  this  letter?  There 
should  be  a  time  prior  to  the  beginning  of 
the  worship  service  for  quiet, 
undisturbed  meditation  for  each  person. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  where  this  is  observed, 
so  respect  for  the  sanctuary  dedicated  to 
God  can  be  a  part  of  our  worship. 

It  is  sad  that  so  many  of  our  United 
Methodist  Churches  are  designed  so  as  to 
make  it  difficult  to  eliminate  entirely 
some  disturbances  in  the  sanctuary.  Any 
entrance  to  the  sanctuary  should  be  only 
from  the  rear  (back)  except  for  an 
unobtrusive  entrance  for  the  organist 
and  choir  when  a  processional  of  the 
choir  is  not  used.  When  worshippers  can 
enter  at  the  front  in  view  of  the  already 
seated  worshippers,  it  is  distracting  by 
the  movement  and  commotion.  Of 


course,  there  should  be  fire  escape  exits 
near  the  front  sanctuary  area. 

If  there  is  a  must  for  conversation,  it 
should  be  in  the  narthex  before  entering 
or  on  leaving  the  sanctuary. 

Yes,  it  is  time  to  examine  our  manners 
in  the  sanctuary  and  to  be  reverent  when 
we  omit  “worldly”  things  from  our 
minds  for  the  glorification  of  God. 
Frederick  T.  Rowland 
New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania 

Churches  should  tend  the 

flock  they  already  have 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  the  “Here  I  Stand”  column 
by  Waid  Radford  concerning  the  lack  of 
God’s  voice  in  many  UM  worship 
services  (UMR,  Feb.  5),  and  may  I 
congratulate  your  newspaper  on  having 
the  kind  of  “spunk,”  for  lack  of  a  better 
word,  to  print  that  kind  of  opinion  in  your 
paper.  When  you  can  look  at  yourself 
critically,  there  is  hope  a  problem  can  be 
corrected. 

I  am  concerned.  I  had  been  a  United 
Methodist  all  my  life  and  am  still  carried 
on  a  United  Methodist  church 
membership.  But  I  am  also  one  of  those 
Rev.  Radford  mentioned  who  “lost 
interest”  and  “sought  another  group  to 
realize  some  satisfaction.”  I  have  been 
attending  a  Bible  church  about  a  year 
and  a  half  and  have  been  much  more 
fulfilled  spiritually. 

I  realize  it  is  not  correct  to  criticize  if 
you  cannot  offer  some  solutions.  But  I  do 
not  know  exactly  what  the  problem  is  in 
the  UM  church,  except  to  say  that  I  did 
not  seem  to  be  growing  spiritually  —  and 
we  seemed  to  have  so  many  people  like 
myself.  I  guess  in  that  instance  I  would 
have  to  say  lack  of  leadership,  as  Rev. 
Radford  pointed  out. 

The  UM  church  is  proud  of  its  new 
church  development  programs  and  much 
of  your  newspaper  is  devoted  to  that.  But 
I  think  the  UMC  should  be  less  concerned 
with  starting  new  churches  until 
something  is  done  about  tending  the 
flocks  in  the  churches  they  already  have. 

Pat  Stevens 
Crosby,  Texas 

Some  legal  abortions 
can  be  dangerous 
To  the  Editor: 

Mary  Campbell,  whose  letter 
headlined  “Children  are  precious” 
appeared  in  the  Feb.  12  issue  of  UMR 
apparently  thinks  that  no  deaths  result 
from  legal  abortions.  This  is  not  true. 

When  abortions  were  illegal  the  death 
certificate  was  signed  by  a  doctor  who 
had  not  performed  the  abortion ;  now  the 
same  doctor  signs  and  he  does  not  give 
the  abortion  as  the  cause  of  death. 

Abortion  is  still  serious,  especially  for 
young  girls,  many  of  whom  are  rendered 
sterile. 

Augusta  Cattron 
Ellisville,  Illinois 

Can  God  give 
new  life  to  church? 

To  (he  Editor: 

Can  God  orient  and  energize  United 
Methodists?  Can  God  give,  through 
them,  new  life  to  His  church  and  to  the 
unbelievers? 

Is  it  inevitable  that  social  conscience 
preclude  the  urgency  of  personal 
salvation?  Was  it  so  with  Mr.  Wesley? 

Conversion  —  God’s  action,  and  the 
negation  of  “blandness"  (our  self- 
image)  —  leads  to  vigor  and  growth  with 
its  painful  stages.  Is  this  understood  and 
do  we  want  growth  enough  to  stand  the 
dislocation  and  realignment  in  our  local 
churches? 

Is  our  involvement  with  Jesus  Christ  or 
with  issues  and  institutions?  (Note  the 
focus  of  articles  in  a  typical  issue  of  the 
Reporter. ) 

Can  our  fascination  with  the  models  of 
the  commercial  world  be  replaced  with 
the  Bible?  (I  remember  the  official 
elation  when  a  national  advertising 
agency  was  employed  to  plan  a  financial 


program  for  the  church.  It  failed.)  What 
about  management-by-objective,  which 
comes  from  the  managers  of  a  failing 
economy? 

Can  our  interest  in  the  way  (style)  we 
do  our  work  be  replaced  with : 

1.  The  realization  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
the  Subject,  the  Author  of  every  good 
work?;  and 

2.  Fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  a  New 
Testament  assumption  —  an  encouraged 
expectation.  The  emphasis  on  “style” 
can  degrade  these  truths. 

Can  we  distinguish  between  the 
unimportant  things  that  work  out  and 
primacies  that  are  commonly  frustrated, 
and  pray/work  for  the  latter? 

“Come,  Lord  Jesus,  Come.” 

Dean  Mouzon  Mann 
Bentonville,  Arkansas 

Freedom  to  accurate 

information  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

It  seems  generally  understood  in  the 
United  States  of  America  that  the  state 
should  not  become  involved  in  the  affairs 
of  the  church.  And,  the  church  should 
refrain  from  exercising  political  power 
reserved  by  the  Constitution  for  the 
state.  And  the  decision  that  the  public 
schools  —  an  arm  of  the  state  —  should 
not  teach  the  creation  story  found  in 
Genesis  seems  to  be  generally  accepted. 

However,  it  is  not  understood  how  the 
public  schools  plan  to  teach  about  the 
Reformation,  the  Crusades,  Jeanne 
d’Arc,  and  many  other  subjects  without 
invading  the  domain  of  the  church. 
Teaching  about  the  work  of  many 
scientists  could  be  regarded  as  an 
invasion  of  church  territory  too.  Take  a 
look  at  all  the  religious  documents  and 
artifacts  the  archaeologists  have 
unearthed  in  Egpyt,  Greece,  Rome,  and 
Mesopotamia.  Literature  is  saturated  by 
references  to  all  kinds  of  religion,  and 
therefore  could  be  said  to  invade  the 
realm  of  the  church  as  well. 

As  for  the  creation  story,  the  theory  is 
that  the  earth  had  no  life  in  the 
beginning,  and  therefore  was  completely 
sterile.  To  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
life  spontaneously  generated  and  evolved 
in  a  sterile  environment  is  not  scientific. 
This  statement  is  supported  by  volumes 
of  evidence. 

Attempts  to  regulate  the  material 
presented  in  the  classroom  by  law  is  an 
obvious  effort  to  indoctrinate  children 
with  propaganda.  Visible  evidence  can 
stand  on  its  own  merits,  without  legal 
regulation.  Efforts  to  cram  evolution, 
“creation  science,”  and  other 
fabrications  into  school  children  is 
offensive  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
community,  and  is  an  attempt  to  control 
the  culture  of  the  USA  using  the  same 
methods  employed  by  Germany’s  Dr. 
Goebbels  in  1933. 

What  is  needed  is  the  freedom  to 
present  accurate  information.  No  person 
should  be  forced  to  believe  something; 
but  given  the  freedom  to  explore  the 
facts,  an  individual  can  come  to  the 
correct  conclusion. 

James  F.  Box 
Topeka,  Kansas 


African  Palms 

If  you  buy  palm  crosses  made  In 
Africa,  you  help  people  whose  income 
averages  $55  per  year  to  buy  the  bore 
necessities  of  life  and  to  help  fill 
agricultural,  educational, 
vocational  and  health  needs.  All 
work  done  in  this  country  is 
volunteered.  Orders  ore 
acknowledged  and  must  be 
received  by  March  15  to  assure 
delivery  by  Palm  Sunday.  Rates 
based  on  $6.00  per  100;  $3.00  per  50,  in 
multiples  of  50.  Only  individual-sized 
palm  crosses  are  available.  Inquiries 
invited.  Include  your  street  address 
for  United  Parcel  Service  delivery. 
AFRICAN  PALMS,  P.O.  Box  575. 

Olney.  MD  20832. 


better  or  worse  —  such  as  myself, 
shouldn’t  I  at  least  feel  guilty  that  the 
rest  of  the  world  lags  badly  behind  the 
United  States  in  total  output  of  goods  and 
services?  This,  it  seems,  is  the  message 
that  we  are  receiving  from  the  Third 
World  and,  not  coincidentally,  from  the 
communist  countries  as  well.  Actually, 
this  question  is  more  frequently  put  in 
the  form  of  an  accusation,  framed  in 
such  terms  as  racism,  fascism,  capitalist 
imperialism,  exploitation,  and  even 
genocide.  (Because  we  eat,  the  rest  of  the 
world  goes  hungry.  In  other  words,  if 
everyone  in  the  United  States  commits 
suicide  tomorrow,  world  hunger  will 
disappear.  Right?).  My  answer  to  this 
assertion  of  implied  guilt  is  an  even  more 
emphatic  “No!” 

Fingers  point  back 

If  the  saying  that  three  fingers  of  the 
accusing  person  point  back  to  the 
accuser  doesn’t  apply  in  this  case,  then  it 
doesn't  apply  at  all. 

Doesn’t  the  fact  that  the  world’s  most 
prosperous  economies  are  free 
economies  count  for  anything?  Doesn’t 
the  fact  that  economic  and  political 
freedom  go  hand-in-hand  have  any 
revelance?  Doesn’t  the  fact  that  the 
United  States  shares  more  wealth  with 
the  world  than  any  other  nation  mean 
anything?  I  think  it  does.  I  think  it  means 
a  great  deal  when  you  consider  that  the 
nations  that  are  doing  the  most  strident 
finger-pointing  are  not  free  —  either 
politically  or  economically  —  and  that 
their  allies  think  it  more  important  to 
export  revolution  than  food. 

The  primary  reason  that  people  are 
starving  in  the  world  today  is  not  because 
Americans  eat  too  much,  not  because 
Americans  steal  from  the  rest  of  the 
world,  and  not  because  Americans  are 
too  stingy  with  our  wealth.  The  primary 
reason  that  people  are  starving  is 
because  the  leaders  of  most  of  the 
world’s  nations  find  it  inconvenient  to 
grant  their  citizens  political  or  economic 
freedom. 

Meanwhile,  we  have  various  religious 
and  political  leaders  in  the  West 
indulging  in  vacuous  moralizing:  We’re 
bad  —  they’re  good,  we’re  guilty  — 
they’re  innocent,  etc.,  ad  infinitum,  ad 
nauseam.  Although  I  sincerely  doubt  that 
any  of  these  leaders  have  raised  so  much 
as  a  single  turnip  toward  solving  the 
problem  of  world  hunger,  we  are  forced 
to  listen  to  their  incessant  diatribes 
concerning  our  morality  (This,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  they  accuse  the  religious 
right  with  great  fervor  of  doing  the  same 
thing). 

Bible  deals  with  issues 

However,  if  these  people  insist  on 
translating  everything  onto  a  moral 
plane,  so  be  it.  The  Bible  deals  with  the 
issue  very  succinctly.  Did  not  our  Lord 
say,  “Ye  shall  know  them  by  their  fruits. 
Do  men  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs 
of  thistles?  Even  so  every  good  tree 
bringeth  forth  good  fruit,  neither  can  a 
corrupt  tree  bring  forth  good  fruit.”? 
(Matt.  7:16,17) 

The  economic  system  we  have  is  good. 
It  bears  good  fruit.  The  fettered  socialist 
economic  system  is  evil.  It  does  not  bring 
forth  good  fruit.  The  passage  goes  on  to 
say,  “A  good  tree  cannot  bring  forth  evil 
fruit,  neither  can  a  corrupt  tree  bring 
forth  good  fruit.  Every  tree  that  bringeth 
not  forth  good  fruit  is  hewn  down,  and 
cast  into  the  fire.  Wherefore  by  their 
fruits  ye  shall  know  them.”  (Matt.  7:18- 
20) 

If  our  pundits  got  half  so  exercised 
about  the  political  repression  inherent  in 
the  socialist  economic  system  as  they  do 
about  our  lack  of  moral  perfection,  we 
would  be  a  lot  further  along  the  way 
toward  solving  the  world’s  problems 
than  we  are  today.  But,  maybe  that  is  not 
what  they  are  really  interested  in.  Maybe 
they  are  only  interested  in  making  us  feel 
.  .  .  well,  guilty. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor  is  Steve  Browning,  a 
member  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Hurst,  Texas. 


CLASSIFIED 


UNITED  METHODIST  CHAPLAIN  to  provide  direct 
pastoral  care  services  and  to  assist  the  Department 
Manager/CPE  Supervisor  in  carrying  out 
management  functions  in  240-bed  acute  care 
hospital.  Coordination  of  pastoral  efforts  together 
with  liaison  responsibilities  with  area  clergy  and 

Girticipation  in  Yellowstone  Conference  of  United 
ethodist  Church.  Requirements;  Ordination  in 
United  Methodist  Church,  minimum  of  3  quarters  of 
certified  training  in  ACPE,  and  one  year  of  full-time 
experience  in  the  parish.  Experience  and  training  in 
crisis  intervention.  Salary  negotiable.  Fringe 
benefits.  Contact  Sister  Michelle  Harmon,  CSC. 
Director  of  Pastoral  Care,  Billings  Deaconess 
Hospital,  Box  2547,  Billings.  MT  59103. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR/YOUTH  MINISTRY.  Healthy 
youth  ministry  needs  experience,  continuity;  solid 
growth  potential;  share  pastoral  ministry  with 
multiple  staff.  Salary,  housing,  continuing 
education,  insurance;  negotiable.  Resume  to:  Dr. 
Jack  Heacock,  Box  1666,  Austin,  TX  78767. 


POSITION  OPEN:  Associate  director  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries.  Major  responsibilities 
Christian  Nurture  of  Children,  other  duties.  Open  lay 
or  clergy.  Deadline  for  applications:  March  15. 
Duties  begin  July  1.  For  information/application 
forms  contact  Rev.  Judith  Craig,  Ohio  East  Area 
Center,  8800  Cleveland  Ave.,  N.W.,  North  Canton,  OH 
44720  or  phone  (216  )  4994972. 


PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY  seeks  an 
Assistant  Dean  of  Student  Life.  Reporting  to  the 
dean,  the  assistant  dean  will  work  with  student 
groups  and  individuals  to  enhance  community  life 
and  learning  at  the  Seminary.  M.Div.  required  plus 
either  formal  training  or  practical  experience  in 
counseling.  Send  resume  by  April  15  to  James  E. 
Kirby,  Dean,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas,  TX 
75275.  An  equal  opportunity  employer. 


GROWING  FLORIDA  CHURCH  seeks  retired 
minister  or  DCE  to  give  part-time  guidance  to  a 
developing  ministry  for  mature  adults.  Box  5706, 
Titusville.  FL  32780 


i  positii 

950- member  church,  located  in  the  sunny 
southwestern  city  of  El  Paso,  Texas  Resume  to: 
Rev.  LeRoy  Watkins,  Grace  UMC,  400  North 
Carolina.  El  Paso,  TX  79915 
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Energy  questions 
examined  through 
Christian  glasses 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Joint  congregation  helps  homeless 

Runaway  teens ,  ‘ bag  ladies9 find  Haven 


A  young  woman  finds  sanctuary  from  the  cold  winter’s 
night  in  Bethlehem  Haven  at  Smithfield  United  Church 
which  offers  overnight  shelter  to  18  women,  ranging  in  age 
from  late  teens  to  over  70. 

WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  REPORTER  PHOTO 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURGH  -  The  old  lady  crept  along  the 
darkened  street,  her  ever-present  paper  shopping 
bag  swinging  in  rhythm  with  her  steps  as  she  leaned 
heavily  on  her  aluminum  walker. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Weaver  of  Smithfield  United 
Church  was  on  his  way  home  when  he  recognized 
her  as  one  of  the  street  people  who  someimes 
showed  up  at  his  church  by  day.  When  he  approach¬ 
ed  her,  she  told  him,  “I’m  on  my  way  to  Bethlehem 
Haven.” 

Bethlehem  Haven  is  a  free  shelter  where  no 
questions  are  asked  of  the  18  women  who  find  their 
way  every  night  to  the  multi-purpose  gymnasium 
locker  room  at  Smithfield,  a  joint  United  Methodist 
and  United  Church  of  Christ  congregation. 

Smithfield  installed  15  bunks  in  the  locker  room 
Christmas  week,  and  since  then,  Bethlehem  Haven 
has  been  an  alternative  to  sleeping  in  the  streets 
and  doorways  for  runaway  teens,  stranded  travel¬ 
ers  and  ‘‘bag  ladies,”  who  carry  all  of  their  worldly 
goods  in  shopping  bags.  It  now  is  expanded  to  18 
beds. 

“It  is  an  open  door  where  the  person  seeking 
shelter  doesn’t  even  have  to  give  us  her  name  and  is 
recognized  as  a  human  being  in  need  of  food, 
clothing  and  shelter,”  said  Dr.  Weaver,  a  United 
Methodist,  and  the  senior  pastor  at  Smithfield.  The 
food  and  clothing  are  free,  also. 

Unlike  other  shelters  in  the  city,  which  offer  few 
beds  for  women,  no  conditions  must  be  met  in  order 
to  stay  at  Bethlehem  Haven,  Dr.  Weaver  said. 

“Some  other  missions  in  the  city  require  those 
who  go  there  to  do  certain  things  in  order  to  stay, 
such  as  going  to  worship  or  participating  in  a 
program,”  he  added. 

The  women  volunteers  and  staff  persons  who  stay 
the  night  with  the  homeless  women  follow  the  model 
of  Jesus,  Dr.  Weaver  said,  accepting  their  guests  as 
human  beings  in  need.  Many  of  the  women  have 
suffered  mental,  physical  or  psychological  abuse, 
he  said,  and  the  hope  is  that  if  they  are  welcomed 
into  an  environment  where  they  are  trusted,  they 


will  learn  again  to  trust  others. 

So  far,  he  added,  the  formula  has  been  working. 
Not  only  have  there  been  no  problems  with  the 
guests,  but  a  look  into  the  Haven  at  11  p.m. 

“appears  like  any  neighborhood  ‘koffee  klatch,’  the 
women  talking  and  laughing  with  each  other.” 

Dr.  Weaver  said  a  number  of  other  good  things 
have  happened,  such  as  the  reuniting  of  a  runaway 
teen  with  her  parents  while  she  was  at  Bethlehem 
Haven. 

Unlike  some  shelters,  Bethlehem  Haven  does  not 
limit  the  length  of  a  woman's  stay.  Some  of  the 
women  staying  at  night  now  have  been  there  since 
the  center  opened. 

The  shelter  is  supported  by  Smithfield  United  and 
four  other  downtown  churches:  First  Presbyterian, 
First  Lutheran,  Trinity  Episcopal  Cathedral  and  St. 
Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  churches 
provide  volunteers,  some  financing,  and  food  and 
clothing.  One  provides  laundry  facilities,  too. 

Many  contributions  have  come  from  people  unre¬ 
lated  to  the  downtown  churches,  but  who  have  read 
of  the  shelter  in  Pittsburgh  newspapers.  Dr.  Weaver 
said.  They,  too,  want  to  help  the  homeless  women 
they  have  seen  crouched  in  doorways  on  cold  nights. 

Individuals  are  not  the  only  ones  who  want  to  get 
involved,  he  added,  with  churches  and  hospitals  in 
other  parts  of  the  city  asking  how  to  start  their  own 
shelter  programs. 

Dr.  Weaver  said  the  shelter  program’s  steering 
committee,  made  up  of  members  of  the  five  downtown 
churches,  is  looking  for  a  new  place  for  Bethlehem 
Haven.  Dr.  Weaver  said  that  Smithfield  United  will 
continue  to  house  the  program  in  its  locker  room,  as 
long  as  necessary  but  that  the  Haven  needs  to  be  in 
a  place  where  the  women  can  stay  during  the  day, 
too. 

In  its  present  location,  Bethlehem  Haven  guests 
must  leave  by  8  a.m.  and  can’t  return  until  10  p.m. 
because  of  the  almost  constant  use  of  the  church’s 
gymnasium  and  locker  room  by  other  church- 
sponsored  programs. 

An  article  about  Bethlehem  Haven  first  appeared 
in  the  Western  Pennsylvania  edition  of  the  Reporter. 


Mission  officials,  critics  in  face-off  on  TV  interchange 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 


Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodists, 
including  several  with  expertise  in 
energy  fields,  had  been  called  here  to 
talk  about  energy  problems. 

“What  energy  problems?”  asked 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  of  Oklahoma. 
“We’re  prospering  in  Oklahoma” 
because  of  the  energy  situation.  Energy 
prices  have  skyrocketed,  the  oil  industry 
is  booming,  unemployment  is  almost 
non-existent  in  parts  of  Oklahoma. 

“We’re  all  influenced  by  where  we 
come  from”  in  how  such  things  as  energy 
are  viewed,  the  bishop  emphasized. 

The  view,  for  example,  is  starkly 
different  from  the  UMC’s  Northeastern 
and  North  Central  Jurisdictions  where 
the  scarcity  of  cheap  energy  is  one  of 
many  factors  behind  the  precipitous  fall 
in  the  economy,  some  attendees  noted. 
Those  areas  are  energy  importers,  not 
producers. 

“Many  persons  say  that  economics  will 
solve  all  energy  problems,”  Bishop 
Hardt  said.  “They  say,  ‘If  you  pay 
enough  money,  we’ll  produce  all  the 
energy  you  want.’  ” 

But  economics  alone  cannot  bring  “a 
just  solution”  to  energy  problems,  he 
indicated,  because  one  of  the  effects  is  to 
increase  the  disparity  between  energy- 
rich  and  energy-poor  regions  and 
nations. 

The  need  to  look  at  energy  questions 
“through  Christian  glasses”  was  the 
reason  offered  by  church  leaders  here 
why  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
sponsored  the  conference,  “Using  God’s 
Resources  —  Energy.” 

Conference  planners  who  had  hoped 
for  200  participants  were  disappointed 
that  fewer  than  25  ministers  and  lay 
persons  showed  up. 

But  a  “delightful”  and  somewhat 
unexpected  dialogue  developed  as 
“experts”  with  basically  only  each  other 
to  address  tended  to  look  at  their  own 
speeches  in  terms  of  values  being 
expressed  by  other  speakers,  one  church 
leader  observed. 

Spark  from  Northeast 

The  spark  from  the  Northeast  that 
ignited  two  days  of  discussions  about 
energy  morality  was  the  Rev.  Philip 
Wogaman,  dean  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Wesley  Seminary  in  Washington, 
D.C. 

The  Bible  doesn’t  have  much  to  say 
about  energy  resources,  Dr.  Wogaman 
said,  but  it  does  state  that  “The  earth  is 
the  Lord’s  and  the  fullness  therein.”  He 
said  the  Bible  also  shows  that  “Grace  is 
the  chief  framework  of  our  under¬ 
standing  of  God  in  which  we  are  one 
family  of  God,  each  person  equally 
deserving.” 

Within  capitalist  societies,  Dr.  Wogaman 
said,  there  is  too  much  belief  in  John 
Locke’s  theory  of  property  which  “defined 
property  exclusively  as  a  relationship 
between  persons  and  things  —  resources 
are  for  those  who  can  get  them  first.” 

He  added  that  Marxist  theory  defines 
property  as  a  relationship  between 
groups  of  persons  and  things,  also 
leaving  out  God.  “But  the  Bible 
challenges  us  to  see  property  as  involving 
a  relationship  with  God.” 

Criteria  available 

He  challenged  the  experts  to  deal  with 
energy  matters  using  criteria  developed 
by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  that 
call  for  societal  actions  to  be  “just,  par¬ 
ticipatory  and  sustainable.” 

“Energy  should  be  distributed  and  used 
in  a  jusf  way  that  undergirds  God’s  whole 
world  community,”  he  explained.  That 
does  not  exclude  market  systems  of 
incentives  and  disincentives,  he  said. 
“But  there  is  such  a  disparate  use  of 
energy  in  the  world  ...  All  should  have  a 
voice  in  decision-making  about  energy. 

“Justice  and  participation  in  energy 
matters  are  futile,  though,  if  you’re  using 
energy  in  a  way  that  cannot  be 
sustained,”  Dr.  Wogaman  said. 

Several  persons  took  issue  with  Dr. 
Wogaman  on  a  number  of  points.  Some 
said  he  was  too  utopian  in  his  idea  of  a 
world  community. 

Others  indicated  they  felt  Third  World 
nations  are  making  unreasonable 
demands  on  the  United  States  and  are 
themselves  being  selfish. 

Some  thought  he  didn’t  express  enough 
faith  in  technology  to  solve  problems. 

Nonetheless,  each  person  who  gave  a 
technical  presentation  in  the  fields  of 
solar,  nuclear,  oil,  coal  and  other  energy 
sources  identified  moral  questions,  and 
some  said  Dr.  Wogaman’s  opening 
speech  had  inspired  the  questions. 

The  whole  process  of  involving  grass¬ 
roots  Christians  in  the  discussion  of 
important  issues  within  a  theological 
framework  was  saluted  by  Haviland 
Houston,  the  newly  elected  chief 
executive  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

“What  we’ve  done  today  could  almost 
be  done  as  easily  in  the  local  church 
where  members  can  grapple  with  these 
issues,”  she  said. 

A  nuclear  power  expert,  Dr.  Bill 
Snyder  from  Sandia  Laboratories,  told 
Dr.  Wogaman  that  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  action  criteria  provide  him  a 
useful  framework  for  judging  nuclear 
matters.  Especially  important,  he  said, 
is  finding  ways  to  ensure  that  nuclear 
power  is  sustainable  without  lending 
itself  to  misuse  for  military  purposes  and 


without  the  nuclear  wastes  producing 
safety  problems  for  future  generations. 

Charles  M.  Redman  of  the  New  Mexico 
Solar  Energy  Institute  said  the 
theological  discussion  had  caused  him  to 
remember  a  moral  dilemma  in  the  con¬ 
struction  industry:  Builders  of  low- 
income  housing  are  the  hardest  to 
persuade  to  include  energy  conservation 
in  their  design.  “The  ones  who  need  to 
save  energy  the  most  are  the  ones  who 
can’t  do  it  because  of  where  they  live.” 

Another  problem,  he  said,  is  tha't  “sus¬ 
tainable”  solar  energy  for  the  most  part 
is  too  expensive  for  poor  people  to  use. 

The  economic  and  regulatory  systems 
sometimes  work  against  moral  uses  of 
energy,  said  George  P.  Tennyson  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Energy.  The  middle 
class  is  able  to  conserve  energy,  but 
when  it  does,  utility  companies  spread 
their  total  capital  costs  over  fewer  units 
of  power  sold.  That  means  the  unit  cost  of 
power  goes  up.  The  poor  who  have  few 
ways  to  conserve  end  up  paying  even 
more  for  their  power,  he  said. 

People  in  developed  nations  have  a 
moral  obligation  not  to  use  the  cheaper 
energy  resources  up  faster  than  neces¬ 
sary,  indicated  Dr.  Jack  Maddox  of  the 
Public  Service  Co.  of  New  Mexico.  “We 
have  to  look  at  all  the  Third  World 
nations  that  just  now  are  starting  to  use 
oil  and  how  much  they’ll  need  in  the 
future  to  do  the  things  we  already  are 
doing.” 

Church  has  role 

Dr.  Wogaman  advised  that  the  church 
should  not  attempt  to  make  people  feel 
guilty  each  time  they  use  energy.  “God 
has  given  us  energy  to  use.”  Rather,  the 
church  should  help  its  members  see 
energy  problems  as  opportunities,  he 
said. 

The  church  should  make  other 
contributions,  he  said: 

•  Undergird  the  faith  of  those  sum¬ 
moned  to  work  in  the  energy  fields  and 
affirm  their  jobs  as  part  of  Christian 
ministry. 

•  Restore  values  that  liberate  people 
from  materialism  and  ostentatious 
waste.  Love  God  first. 

•  Build  a  new  world  consciousness  of 
.our  “inner-connectedness.”  Lay 
foundations  for  a  genuine  world  com¬ 
munity  that  our  children  and  grandchil¬ 
dren  may  enjoy,  in  which  all  resources 
are  sedn  as  a  common  heritage. 

•  Provide  more  occasions  for  serious 
study  and  sober  interchange.  How 
exciting  it  would  be  for  Christians 
together  to  see  the  world  as  God’s  and 
that  they  may  make  a  dent.  It  is  helpful 
for  us  to  share  our  biases  and  criticize 

*  them  with  respect.  We  have  a  covenant 
in  the  community  of  faith  to  work  out 
problems  without  walking  out  on  one 
another. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DENVER  —  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  Jr.  has  responded  to  outspoken 
critics  of  his  ministerial  appointment  of  a 
self-identified  homosexual  with  a  six- 
page  letter  setting  forth  what  he  says 
may  be  “at  once  the  most  controversial 
and  the  most  crucial”  issues  pertaining 
to  homosexuality. 

He  identified  those  issues  as  “(1)  what 
the  Bible  really  does  and  does  not  say 
about  homosexuality  and/or  homosexual 
persons”;  and  (2)  the  “crunch”  question 
of  the  origin  of  homosexuality. 

His  Feb.  18  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II,  executive 
secretary  of  “Good  News,”  the  unofficial 
“evangelical”  caucus  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  was  responding  to 
a  2^ -page  letter  to  him  dated  Feb.  2 
signed  by  Mr.  Heidinger  and  two  other 
“Good  News”  officers  on  behalf  of  the 
group’s  board  (see  Reporter  Feb.  26). 

Bishop  Wheatley  last  November 
appointed  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush  as 
associate  minister  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in 
Denver  as  “minister  to  community 
concerns.”  Mr.  Rush  some  months 
earlier,  while  on  the  staff  of  First  UMC  in 
Boulder,  had  identified  himself  as  a 
homosexual. 

Claims  Bible  ignored 

The  “Good  News”  directors’  Feb.  2 
letter  contends  that  the  bishop  has 
chosen  to  ignore  the  “clear  biblical 
teaching  that  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  is  a  sin.”  The  letter  refers 
to  the  bishop’s  theories  as  to  the  origin  of 
homosexuality  as  “very  questionable, 
controversial  and  unproven.  ” 

Earlier,  Bishop  Wheatley,  in  a  Nov.  20 
letter  to  clergy  members  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  gave  his 
interpretation  of  the  legal  standing  of  his 
appointment  of  Mr.  Rush.  He  then 
offered  two  “personal  perspectives”  on 
the  matter  dealing  with  the  “sinfulness 
of  homosexuality”  and  the  appointability 
to  a  local  parish  “of  a  person  of  same  sex 
orientation.” 

After  defining  sexual  orientation  — 
whether  heterosexual  or  homosexual  — 
as  “a  mysterious  gift  of  God’s  grace," 
Bishop  Wheatley  declared,  “I  clearly  do 
not  believe  that  homosexuality  is  a  sin.” 

He  added  that  the  biblical,  traditional 


TV  viewers  who  tune  in  “Spotlight  on 
Mission”  at  9  a.m.,  Sunday,  March  14, 
will  see  a  lively  exchange  between  three 
United  Methodist  mission  officials  and 
three  of  their  most  vocal  critics. 

The  half-hour  taped  program  —  the 
transcript  of  which  was  previewed 
recently  by  the  Reporter  —  allows  both 
sides  to  express  some  obviously  deeply- 
held  feelings  about  whether  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  says 
or  does  enough  about  the  repression  of 
people  by  Marxist  governments. 

The  three  United  Methodists  from  the 
independent  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  insist  that  Global  Ministries 
lacks  balance  in  its  response  to  instances 
of  repression  around  the  world. 

Viewers  looking  for  oral  fireworks  will 
find  a  fair  share,  as  when  the  Rev.  James 
Lawson  of  Holman  UMC  in  Los  Angeles 
and  a  Global  Ministries  director, 
responds  to  the  Institute’s  concern  about 
communism: 

“Karl  Barth,  the  great  Swiss  theolo¬ 
gian,  said  much  of  the  anti-communism  in 
the  West  is  really  Hitler  lurking  in  our 
hearts,”  Mr.  Lawson  said.  “I  suspect  that 
that  has  more  to  do  with  this  (the  Insti- 


and  ecclesiastical  criteria  to  test  a 
person’s  qualification  for  appointment  as 
a  pastor  “have  nothing  to  do  with  sexual 
orientation.” 

In  his  letter,  Bishop  Wheatley  supports 
his  appointment  of  Mr.  Rush  specifically 
by  noting  that  the  “Book  of  Discipline” 
requires  that  any  member  of  an  annual 
conference  in  good  standing  is  entitled  to 
receive  a  ministerial  appointment. 

Bishop  Wheatley  cited  a  ruling  of  the 
UMC’s  Judicial  Council  in  1979  (No.  462) 
as  indicating  that  a  self-declared 
homosexual  is  still  entitled  to  an 
appointment  so  long  as  the  annual 
conference  continues  to  hold  him  in 
“good  standing.”  Further,  the  bishop 
said,  the  1980  General  Conference 
discussed  this  issue  extensively  and  took 
no  action  to  alter  any  of  the  bases  on 
which  the  Judicial  Council  decision  was 
rendered. 

Member  in  ‘good  standing' 

“Julian  Rush  was  and  is  a  full  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference  .  .  .  and  is  not  only 
eligible  to  be  appointed  but  also  has  a 
claim  upon  an  appointment,”  the  bishop 
said. 

In  his  Feb.  18  letter  to  Mr.  Heidinger, 
Bishop  Wheatley  expanded  on  his  point 
about  “what  the  Bible  does  or  does  not 
say”  by  offering  a  bibliography  of  seven 
recent  books  and  two  articles.  He  refers 
to  these  as  “biblical  and  theological 
presentations  from  competent  scholars 
who  are  thoroughly  committed 
Christians.” 

He  said  that  these  works  are 
“abundantly  available  either  to 
challenge,  significantly  to  change  or 
properly  to  replace  earlier  and 
inaccurate  biblical  translations  and 
interpretations  which  nonetheless  have 
in  most  quarters  persisted  as  the 
unexamined  and  unchallenged  biblical 
bases  for  ‘Christian’  positions  on 
homosexuality.” 

Bishop  Wheatley  says  in  his  letter  he  is 
sure  that  leaders  of  “Good  News,”  which 
also  identifies  itself  as  “A  forum  for 
scriptural  Christianity  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church,"  will  consider  it 
“particularly  and  inescapably  incumbent 
(upon  you)  to  be  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  works  of  these  competent  Bible 
scholars  ...  You  would  need  to  have  this 


tute’s)  issue  than  anything  else.” 

“You  amuse  me,  Jim,  that  you  could 
make  such  an  asinine  statement,” 
retorts  the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway  of  First 
UMC  in  Peoria,  Ill.,  an  Institute  director. 

But  viewers  also  may  be  surprised  by 
the  amount  of  time  the  two  groups  spend 
agreeing  with  each  other. 

There  is  agreement  among  Global 
Ministries  and  Institute  representatives, 
for  example,  that  the  U.S.  government 
has  been  uneven  in  its  criticism  of 
communist  repression  while  remaining 
too  quiet  about  repression  in  countries 
with  non-communist  governments  allied 
with  the  United  States.  Both  sides  agree 
that  the  church  as  well  as  the 
government  needs  to  speak  and  act  with 
equal  force  against  human  rights 
violations  from  governments  of  the  left 
and  right. 

Both  agree  that  the  Gospel  calls  the 
church  to  be  bold  in  spiritual  and  social 
realms  and  that  the  stories  of  Old 
Testament  prophets  imply  that 
American  churches  ought  to  devote 
much  of  their  attention  to  whether  their 
own  government  is  operating  honorably. 

Neither  capitalism  nor  any  other 
economic  system  is  ordained  by  God  as 
being  the  most  compatible  with 
Christianity,  representatives  on  both 


acquaintance  in  order  to  get  beyond  what 
either  of  us  thinks  the  Bible  says  about 
homosexuality  and  even  beyond  what 
either  of  us  hopes  the  Bible  says  in  order 
to  get  closer  to  what  the  Bible  unequivo¬ 
cally  does  say  or  quite  equivocally  does 
not  say  on  the  subject.” 

Origin  theories  central 

Bishop  Wheatley  notes  that  the  “Good 
News”  theory  of  the  origin  of 
homosexuality  is  “nothing  more  than 
that  —  a  theory  .  .  .  that  homosexuality  is 
‘a  matter  of  personal  responsibility  for 
choosing’ .  .  . 

The  bishop  wrote  that  “abundant  data 
increasingly  supplied  from  the  latest  and 
most  respected  researchers  becomes 
more  and  more  supportive  of  the 
opposite  theory:  ‘gay  by  birth  not  by 
choice’.” 

“The  fact  is  that  neither  of  us  knows 
for  a  fact  the  absolute  answer  to  the 
crunch  question  as  to  the  origin  of 
heterosexuality  much  less  of  homo¬ 
sexuality.  The  whole  load  of  moral  and 
ethical  implications  pertaining  to  homo¬ 
sexual  behavior  and  even  more  critically, 
the  whole  issue  of  the  ‘sinfulness’  or 
authenticity  under  God  of  ‘being  homo¬ 
sexual’  hangs  on  the  answer  to  the 
question  of  origin.” 

Earlier  in  his  letter  Bishop  Wheatley 
expressed  several  “disappointments.” 
One  had  to  do  with  “Good  News”  using 
an  “open  letter"  to  the  Council  of  Bishops 
and  media  to  challenge  Bishop  Wheatley 
while  he  claimed  to  have  initiated  no 
“open  forum”  discussion. 

He  also  expressed  disappointment  that 
the  “Good  News”  Feb.  2  letter  presents 
“premises  as  proof  of  your  conclusions, 
(and)  your  accusations  as  substanti¬ 
ations.  Accusations  are  never  in  them¬ 
selves  substantiations;  accusations  must 
themselves  be  substantiated,"  he  claimed. 

He  referred  to  differences  between 
himself  and  “Good  News”  over  actions  of 
the  1980  General  Conference  and  “the 
intentions  of  the  Discipline”  as  a  “trade¬ 
off  between  your  interpretations  and  my 
interpretations.” 

More  than  ‘a  local  matter’ 

Mr.  Heidinger  expressed  disappoint¬ 
ment  of  his  own  to  the  Reporter  regarding 
Bishop  Wheatley’s  response. 


sides  indicated.  And  the  awesome 
amount  of  money  the  U.S.  devotes  to 
military  arms  is  frightening,  all 
concurred. 

But  several  areas  of  disagreement 
remain.  Mr.  Gallaway  claims  that  the 
greatest  threat  to  world  society  is  the 
spread  of  Marxist-Leninist  philosophy. 
Mr.  Lawson  counters  that  the  greatest 
threat  is  war. 

To  illustrate  their  “lack  of  balance” 
charge,  Institute  spokesmen  focus  on 
literature  distributed  by  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Division.  The 
literature  not  only  fails  to  take  issue  with 
human  rights  violations  in  places  like 
Cuba  and  Vietnam  but  “actually  holds 
forth  these  societies  as  models  of 
virtue,”  says  David  Jessup,  a  layman 
from  Silver  Spring,  Md. 

“We’re  not  saying  they’re  perfect 
systems,”  responds  Ruth  Daugherty, 
president  of  the  Women’s  Division.  But 
the  purpose  of  study  materials  is  to 
expose  people  to  new  ideas  and  new 
philosophies  and  to  show  that  some  of  the 
conditions  of  the  people  are  better  than 
they  have  been  previously,  she  says. 

For  a  church  agency  to  provide  such  a 
public  forum  as  the  “Spotlight”  TV  show 
for  its  critics  is  a  bold  move,  notes  Harry 
Johnson,  the  moderator  and  a  leading 


“If  words  have  any  content,  beyond 
our  subjective  interpretation  of  them, 
then  our  General  Conference  in  1980 
spoke  clearly  to  this  issue  in  its  3  to  1 
margin  vote”  which  affirmed  the  UM 
Social  Principles  statement  concerning 
homosexuality. 

“The  bishop’s  appointment  and  his 
letter  justifying  his  appointment  are 
much  more  than  a  local  matter  in  the 
bishop’s  annual  conference.  They  have 
serious  implications  for  the  whole 
church.  In  our  connectional  system,  a 
bishop’s  actions  are  felt  across  the  entire 


layman  from  Boston.  But  such  openness 
is  an  attribute  typical  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  he  said. 

“Spotlight”  is  produced  by  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications.  It  appears  once  a 
month  in  rotation  with  programs  from 
other  denominations  on  cable  TV  in 
about  400  communities  across  the  nation. 
An  article  in  the  March  issue  of 
Response,  the  Women’s  Division 
magazine,  suggests  that  individuals 
contact  their  local  cable  system  operator 
if  “Spotlight”  is  not  presently  carried. 
The  Response  article  lists  the  contents  of 
each  program  since  its  beginning  in 
September  of  1981 .  Most  programs  have 
included  two  or  three  segments  about 
various  aspects  of  UM  mission  outreach 
and  a  devotion  by  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols. 

Individuals,  local  churches  and  cable 
system  operators  without  access  to 
“Spotlight”  via  satellite  may  rent  any  of 
the  programs  which  already  have  run  by 
writing  to  UMCom,  810  Twelfth  Ave. 
South,  Nashville,  Term.  37203.  The  price 
is  $8  for  a  two- week  rental.  Videotapes 
are  available  to  fit  3/4"  Umatic,  1/2"  VHS 
and  1/2"  Beta  machines. 


Church  leaders  ask 
Salvador  arms  halt 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  More  than  350 
religious  leaders  have  signed  an  open 
letter  to  Congress  challenging  President 
Reagan’s  certification  that  El  Salvador 
had  complied  with  U.S.  conditions  for 
continued  military  assistance. 

The  church  leaders,  charging  that  the 
president  had  “compromised  his  moral 
responsibilities,”  asked  Congress  to  shut 
off  all  military  aid  to  the  Salvadoran 
government,  including  the  training  of 
some  1,600  Salvadoran  soldiers  on  U.S. 
soil. 

Among  the  signers  were  12  United 
Methodist  bishops  and  leaders  of  many 
other  denominations. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 

invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
and 

Cairo,  Egypt  Tour 

June  15-24,  1982 

A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  "Land  of  Jesus.  "  We  wiU  visit  the  Gard< 
Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem  During  tl 
stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  -  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Bethan- 
the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s  well,  Caesarea,  Cana  i 
Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the  reading  of  these  names  thrills  oi 
hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is  a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experienc 
one  will  always  cherish. 

rvio  a1S  u  DELUXE  tour  ~  usin8  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  and  N< 
ri/ charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled  air  W> 
like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 

service  after  dinner’  Dr  AIlen  wil1  conciuct  a  special  Holy  Land  worshij 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 

For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street,  Houston,  Texas  77002 


Denver  Area  leader  defends  appointment 

Bishop  raises  homosexuality  ‘crucial  issues’ 
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4I  don’t  believe  He’s  brought  us  this  far  to  leave  us’ 


I  don't  feel  no  ways  tired, 

I  come  too  far  from  where  I  started  from, 
Nobody  told  me  that  the  road  would  be 
easy. 

I  don't  believe  He  brought  me  this  far  to 
leave  me. 

Bv  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

I  was  one  of  the  weary  marchers  who 
fairly  collapsed  in  80-degree  heat  on  the 
steps  of  the  state  capitol  in  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  Feb.  18.  Our  spirits  soared, 
though  our  feet  were  blistered  and 
bleeding,  as  we  rallied  in  support  of  an 
extension  of  the  federal  Voting  Rights 
Act. 

For  many  on  the  163-mile  trek  from 
Carrollton  to  here,  it  was,  sadly  perhaps, 
like  old  times. 

1  did  not  march  with  the  late  Rev. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  from  Selma  to 
Montgomery  in  1965.  I  was  only  seven 
then.  But  I  was  proud  to  march  last 
month  in  an  effort  to  secure  a 
permanent,  strong  Voting  Rights  Act  and 
to  commemorate  the  1965  march  which 
led  to  its  initial  passage. 

Leaders  of  last  month’s  march 
initiated  by  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference,  were  hopeful 
that  such  a  show  of  support  for 
permanent  extension  of  the  act  might 
usher  in  a  “new  era  of  civil  rights 
activity”  in  America  during  the  1980s.  A 
few  of  those  marching,  however, 
expressed  anger  at  “having  to  go 
through  this  hell  again  for  our  rights." 
The  “hell”  they  spoke  of  was,  perhaps, 
the  mere  fact  that  Americans  should 
again  have  to  ask  that  their  right  to  vote 
be  guaranteed  by  law. 

By  the  end  of  the  march,  several 
persons  were  hobbling  on  crutches  or 
suffering  from  backaches  from  sleeping 
in  gymnasiums,  on  church  floors  or  in 
odd  corners  in  dilapidated  rural  homes 
along  Alabama  Highway  80.  Many  of  the 
marchers  were  young  like  me,  and  as  we 
groaned  over  our  spent  bodies,  we 
swapped  stories  our  parents  and 
grandparents  had  told  about  the  civil 


rights  struggle  of  the  1950s  and  1960s. 

Most  of  us  had  gone  to  college  and 
voted  without  a  hassle  and  we  admitted 
we’ve  come  pretty  far.  For  many, 
however,  the  recent  march  was  a 
staggering  reminder  of  how  far  we’ve  yet 
to  go.  Along  the  route,  the  other 
marchers  and  I  waved  respectfully  to 
elderly  black  men  and  women,  many  of 
whom  said  they’d  marched  “in  ’65  with 
Martin."  They  stood  now,  leaning  on 
canes,  sitting  on  porches  of  ramshackle 
houses,  sweating,  whooping,  chanting 
and  singing  along  with  us. 

I  was  marching  on  the  side  of  the  road 
nearest  them  when  an  old  woman  in  a 
dusty  pink  dress  called  me  to  her  when  I 
waved.  Her  eyes  were  clouded  with 
cataracts  and  she  broke  into  tears  when 
she  heard  us  sing  “We’re  gonna  do  what 
the  Spirit  say  do .  . .” 

Wiping  her  eyes,  she  pressed  my  hand 
and  said,  “Y’all  keep  on.  One  of  these 
days  —  and  I  know  I  won’t  live  to  see  it  — 
we  won’t  have  to  do  this  no  more.”  She 
released  my  hand  and  I  ran,  eyes  wet,  to 
rejoin  the  march. 

Racial  improvements  evident 

As  a  member  of  the  "next  generation” 

—  one  which  has  grown  up  to  enjoy  the 
positive  results  of  the  ’60s  freedom  rides, 
protest  marches  and  bus  boycotts  in  the 
fight  for  equal  treatment  under  the  law 

—  I  recognized  during  the  march  that 
some  things  have  changed  and  some 
things  have  stayed  the  same. 

The  issue  in  1965  and  today  —  for  me  — 
is  the  right  of  minority  persons  to  vote 
and  to  have  that  right  protected.  I  voted 
for  the  first  time  in  1976.  It  was  quite  an 
event.  My  mother  went  with  me,  a  white 
neighbor  was  one  of  the  poll  workers  who 
helped  me,  and  I  made  a  big  production 
of  my  first  experience  at  the  polls. 

But  I  remember  my  grandmother 
telling  me  how  she  hardly  ever  was 
allowed  to  vote  when  she  was  a  young, 
and  then  a  not-so-young  woman  in  South 
Carolina.  If  she  or  any  of  her  family  tried 
to  vote,  there  was  invariably  trouble. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Reporter’s  Staff  Writer,  M.  Garlinda 
Burton,  participated  in  the  last  32  miles  of  the  163-mile  march 
last  month  from  Selma  to  Montgomery,  Alabama,  which 
retraced  the  steps  of  the  historic  march  in  1965  led  by  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.,  and  was  intended  to  express  support  of 
extension  of  the  federal  Voting  Rights  Act  which  was  passed 
following  the  1965  march.  Part  of  that  law  will  expire  later  this 
year  if  not  renewed. 


“Child,”  she  called  me,  even  after  I 
reached  20,  “we’d  get  there  (at  the  polls) 
and  the  white  boy  would  point  at  us  and 
then  point  to  a  jar  full  of  dry  pinto  beans 
and  we’d  have  to  guess  how  many  were  in 
there  before  we  could  vote.”  Another 
time,  she  said,  it  was  guessing  how  many 
bubbles  were  in  a  large  bar  of  Ivory  soap. 

“Mama”  had  an  eighth-grade 
education  and  she  could  read  and  write, 
but  illiterate  white  farmers  in  dusty 
overalls  pushed  past  her  and  voted  while 
she  struggled  with  unfair  literacy  tests 
trying  to  spell  words  even  I  can’t  spell. 

Passage  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  in 
1965  changed  things.  Specifically,  that 
act: 

•  Bans  literacy  and  other  discrimina¬ 
tory  tests  used  to  determine  voter 
eligibility; 

•  Declares  as  unconstitutional  any  and 
all  poll  taxes ; 

•  Requires  municipalities  to  get 
clearance  from  the  Justice  Department 
before  annexing  areas  to  insure  the 
intent  is  not  to  weaken  minority 
representation; 

•  Makes  bi-lingual  ballots  available  to 
non-English  speaking  persons  and  also 
provides  assistance  to  illiterate  persons 
at  the  polls; 

•  Provides  poll- watchers  to  monitor  the 
voting  process. 

The  annexation  clearance  clause  is  due 
to  expire  this  fall.  The  entire  act  will 
expire  in  1985  unless  it  is  renewed  by 
Congress.  At  present  it  must  be  renewed 


Riders  to  converge  on  bicentennial  city 


ATLANTA  (UMNS)  -  Let  them  come 
from  the  East,  the  West,  the  North  and 
the  South.  Let  them  come  by  horse,  by 
wagon,  by  burro,  by  water  buffalo. 

That  is  the  message  from  the  United 
Methodist  Bicentennial  Committee  to  the 
denomination’s  episcopal  areas  in  a  new 
thrust  for  celebrating  the  bicentennial  of 
American  Methodism,  which  will 
culminate  in  1984,  the  200th  anniversary 
of  the  famous  Christmas  Conference  in 
Baltimore. 

Meeting  here  last  month,  the 
committee  authorized  a  project  which 
would  bring  riders  from  each  of  the 
church’s  episcopal  areas  in  the  U.S.  and 
other  countries  converging  on  Baltimore, 
the  “Methodist  bicentennial  city”  in 
advance  of  the  1984  General  Conference. 


The  committee  is  asking  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  Jones  of  Mount  Vernon  Place 
UMC,  Baltimore,  to  coordinate  the 
project.  He  coordinated  a  similar  project 
in  1966. 

In  another  major  innovation,  the 
committee  voted  to  invite  United  Meth¬ 


odists  to  capture  the  bicentennial  spirit 
in  art  by  submitting  creations  in  a 
variety  of  media  for  display  at  1983 
annual  conference  sessions.  The  six 
categories,  all  related  to  Methodist 
history,  are  people,  places,  events, 
photography  and  two  for  young  artists. 


Evangelist  wins  Templeton  award 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham  is  the  winner  of  the  1982 
Templeton  Foundation  Prize  for 
Progress  in  Religion. 

Created  in  1972  by  John  M.  Templeton, 
a  U.S.-born  Presbyterian  layman,  the 
prize  is  meant  to  be  in  religion  the 
equivalent  of  the  Nobel  Prizes  and  this 
year  is  worth  more  than  $200,000. 


Last  year  Pastor  Bauman’s  family 
believed  they’d  never  own 
their  own  home. 


Last  month  they  moved  into  ft. 


For  many  ministers,  living  in  a 
church-owned  manse  is  ideal. 

Jerry  and  Sally  Bauman,  however,  longed 
to  buy  their  own  home. 

But  Jerry's  salary  seemed  far  too  modest 

to  handle  today's  high  interest  , _ 

mortgage  payments.  And  where 
would  they  get  a  down 
payment?  They  were  even 
uneasy  about  approaching  their 
church  about  choosing  their 
own  housing. 

Ministers  Life  had  the 
answers  for  these  problems.  But 
we  were  quick  to  point  out 
other  advantages  and 
disadvantages  the  Baumans 


Send  me _ copies  of  your  newest 

report  on  minister's  housing. 


Mail  to:  Ministers  Life. 

Ministers  Life  Building 
Minneapolis.  MN  55416 


hadn't  considered.  We  think  it’s  important  that 
people  like  Jerry  and  Sally  clear  away  some  of 
their  naivete  about  home  ownership.  We 
recommend  they  seek  out  specific  costs  for  the 
purchase,  maintenance,  improvement,  insurance 

_ ,  and  taxes  on  a  house. 

Maybe  you’re  like  the 
Baumans.  Maybe  you’re  smitten 
with  the  idea  of  owning  your 
own  home.  But  mail  this 
coupon  first.  We’ll  explain  why 
owning  is  not  an  impossible 
dream— even  for  a  pastor.  We 
can  even  help  keep  that  dream 
from  becoming  a  nightmare. 

But  now  it's  your  move, 
mail  this  coupon. 


M. 


Ministers  Life 

a  mutual  me  insurance  company 


UMR  3/82 


every  20  years.  Civil  rights  and  human 
rights  advocates  want  the  act  to  be 
permanent  and  are  battling  efforts  by 
some  to  “water  down"  the  present  law. 

One  proposed  revision  that 
particularly  alarms  supporters  would 
eliminate  the  pre-clearance  clause. 
Instead,  a  voter  would  have  to  prove 
discriminatory  intent  in  a  municipality’s 
annexation  or  other  election-related 
procedures,  placing  the  burden  of  proof 
on  many  who,  civil  rights  leaders  say, 
historically  have  lacked  the  financial  and 
educational  means  to  pursue  a  legal 
fight. 

The  bulwark  of  the  march  of  1965  — 
and  the  more  recent  one  —  was  the 
strong  leadership  of  Christians  com¬ 
mitted  to  civil  rights  causes.  The 
songs  we  sang,  the  imagery  and 
encouraging  words  we  used  to  keep  our 
minds  off  our  weary  feet,  were  songs  of 
faith. 

Dr.  King  was  a  Baptist  minister  who 
evoked  the  help  of  God  throughout  his 
ministry.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  who 
marched  with  Dr.  King  and  led  the  1982 
march,  is  a  United  Methodist  minister. 

“Walk,  children,  and  don’t  you  get 
weary  ...”  Dr.  Lowery  sang  and  said 
countless  times  during  the  recent  march. 
He  constantly  reminded  us  that  this  was 


a  "Christian  mission”  and  a  "sacred 
pilgrimage"  and  that  in  serving  as  civil 
rights  advocates,  we  were  "about  the 
Lord’s  business." 

As  a  Christian,  it  felt  good  just  to  be 
there.  Others  agreed.  The  Rev.  Jerome 
Jordan,  president  of  SCLC  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  said,  “All  Christians  of  all  colors 
need  to  stand  strong  in  favor  of  human 
rights.  We  need  to  get  our  heads  out  of 
the  sand  and  into  our  Bibles  long  enough 
to  realize  God  will  not  stand  for  our 
complacency  while  the  poor,  illiterate 
and  oppressed  are  taken  advantage  of  in 
His  world.” 

It  was  not  only  preachers  who  affirmed 
the  voting  rights  struggle  as  a  Christian 
cause.  Mayor  Johnny  Ford  of  Tuskegee, 
one  of  23  black  mayors  in  Alabama, 
pointed  to  the  time  not  so  long  ago  when 
“blacks  and  others  died  trying  to  vote.” 
He  said,  “God  has  brought  us  a  mighty 
long  way,  and  I  don’t  believe  He’s 
brought  us  this  far  to  leave  us.” 

Significant  change  in  violence 

One  aspect  of  the  civil  rights 
movement  that  has  changed 
significantly  during  my  lifetime  is  the 
incidence  of  violence.  During  the  '60s 
many  people  who  followed  the  method  of 
non-violence,  as  advocated  by  Dr.  King 
and  others,  died  for  their  beliefs.  Dr. 
King  was  himself  the  victim  of  a  sniper’s 
bullet  in  Memphis  in  1 968. 

As  a  child,  I  remember  my  parents 
taking  me  to  church  meetings  and  to 
public  forums  at  black  community 
centers  where  angry  people  talked  about 
justice  and  the  threat  of  violence.  When 
Dr.  King  stood  at  the  Edmund  Pettus 
Bridge  in  Selma  in  1965,  the  bloody 
confrontation  with  white  supremacists 
marked  the  beginning  of  many  ugly 
encounters  as  blacks  marched  for 
freedom. 


Dr.  King  and  his  followers  stood  their 
ground,  “turned  the  other  cheek,” 
relying  on  Jesus’  teachings  as  their  only 
defense  against  the  guns,  dogs,  fire  hoses 
and  fists  of  their  opponents. 

In  1982,  Dr.  King’s  widow,  Coretta,  led 
4,000  persons  across  the  same  bridge 
without  incident.  There  were  no 
Klansmen  to  burn  crosses  or  shout  racial 
obscenities.  The  Alabama  state  troopers 
were  stony-faced,  but  they  did  their  jobs, 
keeping  oglers  and  hecklers  in  check. 

But  violence  has  not  been  completely 
eliminated.  While  my  colleagues  and  I 
nursed  sore  feet  and  thanked  God 
nothing  had  happened  to  us  during  the 
march,  brothers  and  sisters  in  Monroe, 
Ga.,  heard  racial  slurs  and  exchanged 
blows  with  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
during  a  similar  demonstration. 

Along  the  way,  marchers  paused  near 
the  place  where  Viola  Liuzzo,  a  white 
civil  rights  worker,  was  murdered  as  she 
transported  black  fellow  workers  to 
Montgomery  during  the  ’60s.  Her  son, 
Tony  from  Detroit,  was  a  part  of  the  1982 
march  and  his  blue  eyes  glazed  with 
anguish  as  he  stood  on  the  spot  where  his 
mother  had  died.  “I  don’t  want  that  kind 
of  violence  to  become  common 
anymore,”  he  said. 

As  the  march  went  through  Marion, 
Ala.,  marchers  in  1982  paused  in  horror 
at  the  grave  of  Jimmy  Lee  Jackson,  who 
was  also  killed  during  the  King  era. 
There  are  13  recent  bullet  holes  on  his 
tombstone  which  show  the  degree  of 
hatred  that  still  exists  toward  a  black 
man  who  died  years  ago  for  wanting  no 
more  than  equal  treatment  under  the  law. 
Such  reminders  leave  my  generation  no 
choice  but  to  “do  what  The  Spirit  say 
do”:  commit  ourselves  to  maintain  the 
legacy  which  others  paid  for  with  their 
lives  so  long  —  yet  such  a  short  time  — 
ago. 


Christians  help  refugees  prepare 
for  shaky  future  in  conflict  area 


The  London-based  Templeton 
Foundation  announced  the  award  to  the 
64-year-old  evangelist  at  the  United 
Nations  here.  The  announcement  noted 
that  Mr.  Graham  has  preached  to  more 
people  than  any  other  Christian  in 
history  and  that  more  than  two  million 
people  have  made  a  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ  as  a  direct  result  of  his  ministry. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

Isaac  Abraham,  27,  fled  by  night  from 
neighboring  Ethiopia  to  the  safety  of  the 
Ali  Matan  refugee  camp  in  Somalia  last 
year  after  witnessing  the  death  of  most  of 
his  family  in  a  disputed  border  region  at 
the  hands  of  the  Ethiopian  army. 

Fleeing  to  save  his  life  and  that  of  his 
wife  and  two  children,  he  and  thousands 
of  other  Ethiopians  who  are  related 
ethnically  and  linguistically  to 
Somalians  have  flooded  across  the 
border  to  create  the  world’s  largest 
concentration  of  refugees. 

Ethiopia  has  been  colonizing  the 
Ogaden,  the  border  area  which  Somalia 
also  claims.  The  territorial  dispute 
flared  into  open  warfare  in  1978  when 
Somalian  guerrilla  forces  tried  to  claim 
the  region  as  “Western  Somalia.” 
Ethiopia,  reinforced  by  Cuban  troops  and 
Russian  advisors,  bombed  villages, 
killed  or  drove  away  livestock  and 
burned  houses  of  the  nomadic  herdsmen 
and  farmers. 

The  reign  of  terror  was  accompanied 
by  the  region’s  worst  drought  in  30  years 

—  forcing  even  more  victims  out  in 
search  of  food  and  grazing  land. 

Fighting  along  the  border  is  now 
sporadic  and  the  refugee  flow  has  slowed 
to  a  trickle.  Recent  arrivals  told  a  team 
of  visiting  United  Nations  officials  that 
they  fled  because  Ethiopia  is  forcing  the 
independent,  nomadic  herdsmen  into 
collective  farming  as  a  part  of  that 
nation’s  experiment  with  socialism. 

Somalia  has  welcomed  the  refugees  as 
the  victims  of  an  “oppressive,  colonial 
power.”  Officially,  the  government 
wants  the  1.3  million  persons  living  in 
either  camps  or  in  the  Somalia 
countryside  to  return  home.  But  it  also 
wants  “self-determination”  for  the 
people  of  the  Ogaden,  which  means  they 
could  choose  to  align  themselves  with 
either  nation  or  establish  an  independent 
state. 

Pawns  in  battle 

The  Reporter  learned  here  that  the 
future  for  Isaac  Abraham  and  others  like 
him  is  bleak ;  he  is  a  pawn  in  the  political 
and  military  battle  between  Somalia  and 
Ethiopia.  But  there  are  some  bright  spots 

—  some  signs  of  a  thaw  in  relations  —  as 
the  result  of  international  negotiation  in 
the  region  just  on  the  edge  of  the  Middle 
East. 

He  told  the  Reporter  through  an 
interpreter  that  he  would  like  to  "go  back 
home"  but  only  if  peace  were  restored 
and  his  safety  and  that  of  his  family 
could  be  guaranteed.  Meanwhile,  he 
hesitates  to  get  involved  in  the  refugee 
camp’s  agricultural  program,  for 
example,  lest  the  opportunity  to  return 
home  to  Ethiopia  should  suddenly 
present  itself. 

The  33  camps  with  about  700,000 
refugees  have  explosive  potential  similar 
to  that  of  the  Palestinian  refugee 
problem  some  1,000  miles  to  the 
northwest.  And  the  situation  here  is  an 
almost  equally  intractable  and  complex 
threat  to  world  peace  since  the  major 
East-West  powers  are  involved.  The 
Soviet  Union  backs  the  Marxist  military 
leadership  in  Ethiopia;  the  United  States 
is  allied  with  the  Democratic  Republic  of 
Somalia  and  has  agreements  to  use  bases 
and  port  facilities  in  exchange  for  aid 
and  credit. 

Thanks  to  worldwide  humanitarian 
concern,  the  refugees  are  no  longer 
starving  to  death.  Donor  nations  are 
providing  an  adequate  food  supply,  with 
total  rations  valued  at  $100  million  during 
1981.  Twenty-nine  voluntary  disaster 
relief  organizations  —  such  as  the 
Interchurch  Response  for  the  Horn  of 
Africa  —  provide  basic  medical  care  in 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following 
article  continues  Managing  Editor 
Sharon  Mielke’s  report  on  Christian 
relief  and  development  work  in  Somalia 
—  a  nation  in  the  Horn  of  East  Africa 
which  has  the  world’s  largest 
concentration  of  refugees.  While  the 
refugees  are  mostly  Muslim,  Christians 
from  around  the  world  have  recognized 
the  desperate  need  of  thousands  of 
uprooted  and  homeless  people  who  have 
crowded  into  a  country  already  short  of 
food. 

Ms.  Mielke  accompanied  a  delegation 
Jan.  26-Feb.  4  representing  three  U.S. 
relief  groups  which  joined  forces  in 
August  of  1980  to  form  the  Interchurch 
Response  for  the  Horn  of  Africa. 
Following  is  an  analysis  of  future 
alternatives  for  refugees  caught  in  a 
Palestinian-like  political  tension. 

cooperation  with  Somalia’s  health 
ministry.  Schools  have  been  started  in 
the  camps  for  refugee  children  with 
Somalia  providing  the  teachers. 

Development  displaces  despair 

“But  just  keeping  people  physically 
alive  without  any  useful  future  is  the 
immediate  moral  question,”  said  Otto 
Hagenbuchle,  the  representative  for  the 
United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees  in  Somalia’s  capital  city, 
Mogadishu.  To  help  resolve  the  problems 
of  boredom  and  despair  in  the  camps,  the 
voluntary  agencies  are  taking  the  lead  in 
offering  self-reliance  and  development 
programs. 

Beyond  that,  Mr.  Hagenbuchle,  a  Swiss 
diplomat,  said,  “We  can’t  work  only  at  the 
problem  without  dealing  with  the  cause.” 

He  said  the  Ethiopian  government  has 
invited  the  UN  to  establish  reception 
centers  on  the  Ethiopian  side  of  the 
border  to  assist  refugees  who  want  to 
come  back.  Mr.  Hagenbuchle  sees  this  as 
a  sign  that  Ethiopia  is  willing  to  reduce 
the  pressures  which  have  caused  people 
to  run. 

“In  any  large-scale  refugee  situation, 
there  is  always  likely  to  be  a  bigger 
number  who  stay  behind.  The  more 
people  who  run  away,  the  more  it  hurts 
and  destabilizes  the  internal  situation  (in 
Ethiopia),”  he  speculated. 

He  said  Ethiopia  could  not  avoid  the 
impression  being  created  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world  that  it  is  conducting  a 
campaign  of  terror  when  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  citizens  are  fleeing  across 
its  borders— primarily  south  into 
Somalia  but  also  west  to  the  Sudan  and 
Kenya  and  east  to  Djibouti. 


In  an  effort  to  counter  this  impression, 
Ethiopia  first  denied  —  for  several  years 
—  that  anyone  was  leaving.  Now  it  is 
claiming  that  150,000  refugees  have 
returned  and  is  asking  the  UN  to  provide 
aid  for  them. 

“This  may  be  a  carrot  the 
international  community  can  hold  out  to 
Ethiopia  so  that  it  will  guarantee  the  safe 
return  of  the  refugees  for  repatriation,” 
Gordon  Goundry,  an  Indian  diplomat  told 
the  Reporter.  He  is  the  Assistant 
Secretary  General  of  the  U.N.  and  has 
made  three  on-site  visits  to  the  refugee 
camps  and  with  government  officials  in 
the  region  since  1978. 

“With  the  international  presence  on 
both  sides  of  the  border,  we  may  have 
some  beneficial  effect.” 

Mr.  Goundry  said  that  in  a  meeting 
Feb.  2  with  Said  Barre,  the  president  of 
Somalia,  agreement  was  reached  that 
“repatriation”  initiatives  to  send  the 
refugees  back  to  Ethiopia  should  begin. 
However,  he  cautioned,  “Don’t  expect 
any  dramatic  breakthroughs.” 

He  speculated  that  it  would  take 
between  six  months  and  two  years  of 
negotiations  before  positive  results 
might  appear. 

If  “repatriation  efforts”  fall  through, 
another  U.N.  official  said,  the  refugees 
must  be  widely  dispersed  throughout 
Somalia  and  not  be  allowed  “to  fester  in 
the  heavily  concentrated  border  camps.” 

Outfitting  with  useful  skills 

At  best,  officials  estimate  perhaps  70 
percent  of  the  refugees  might  be 
convinced  it  is  safe  to  return  should 
negotiations  be  successful.  Fitting  those 
who  stay  with  useful  occupational  skills 
and  health  care  is  largely  being  left  to  the 
initiatives  of  Christian  relief  agencies 
such  as  Interchurch  Response. 

Voluntary  agencies  do  a  better  job  with 
the  dollars,  and  they  can  provide  the 
necessary  middle-level  management  to 
do  on-the-job  training,  said  both  UN  and 
USAID  officials.  Further,  they  are  willing 
to  give  themselves  and  to  live  out  in  the 
regions  where  the  work  has  to  be  done. 

Interchurch  field  director  Howard 
Heiner,  a  United  Methodist  from  Seattle, 
said,  “Our  duty  is  to  try  to  work  with  and 
strengthen  the  positive  goals  set  by 
Somalia.” 

At  the  satne  time,  Mr.  Heiner  is  fearful 
that  the  voluntary  agencies  will  tend 
each  to  run  off  in  its  own  direction 
without  coordinating  their  efforts.  Lack 
of  coordination  and  competition  between 
the  private  groups  are  two  stumbling 
blocks  he  hopes  will  be  removed  during 
an  interagency  planning  session  this 
month. 


ALI  MATAN,  Somalia  —  Young  students  gather  around  their  teacher  and  a 
makeshift  blackboard  for  morning  classes  at  this  refugee  camp  where  some  20,000 
are  clustered  —  the  victims  of  a  border  conflict  between  Somalia  and  Ethiopia. 
Somalia’s  government  is  providing  the  teachers  and  textbooks.  The  Interchurch 
Response  program  offers  adults  training  for  an  alternative  future. 
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Church  Growth 


Meeting  Lists  5  Major  Obstacles 


Impressive 

Ebenezer  Youth  Deliver  Service 


(Editor’s  Note:  This  is  another  in  a 
series  of  possible  activities  for  youth 
groups.  Whereas  the  other  stories  dealt 


with  trips,  the  following  story  deals  with 
a  worship  service  conducted  and 
designed  by  youth  members.  As  young 


people  have  more  free  time  during  the 
summer,  this  could  be  a  good  time  to 
organize  a  youth  service.) 


The  Youth  Sunday  at  Ebenezer  United 
Methodist  Church  provided  church  youth 
an  opportunity  to  deliver  an  unusual  and 
impressive  service. 

The  youth  delivered  a  series  of 
dedication  and  spiritual  leadership  to  the 
congregation  and  community. 

Sandra  Henderson  provided  the 
prelude  on  the  piano  and  Anne 
Henderson  provided  the  call  to  worship 
and  welcome. 

Announcements  and  prayer  concerns 
were  given  by  Jenniefer  Matte  and  the 
Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield,  pastor,  lead  the 
opening  prayer. 

A  report  on  the  activities  of  the  youth 
was  delivered  by  Becky  Sarver  with 
Daniel  Sarver  leading  the  Affirmation  of 
Faith. 

Mike  Medus  provided  the  Scripture 
reading  and  Merry  Sarver  joined  him  in 
the  readings. 

Julie  Sarver,  using  “The  Greatest 
Love  of  All”  as  her  base,  delivered  the 
sermon. 

Jeff  Atkinson  delivered  the  benediction 
followed  by  a  choral  response  of  “Blest 
Be  the  Tie  that  Binds.  ” 

Hymns  were  led  by  Patrick  McCall, 
with  Shanna  Atkinson  singing  an 
offertory  solo.  A  special  Youth  Choir 
chose  “A  Quiet  Time”  for  the  anthem. 

Nenna  Atkinson  and  Cathy  Cart  served 
as  candle  lighters  and  Brent  Sarver  and 
Brian  Bertrand  served  as  ushers. 

Joyce  Sarver  is  the  youth  leader. 


Ebenezer  U nited  Methodist  Y outh 


Bishop  Announces  Office  Changes; 
Williamson,  Ramsey  to  Join  Staff 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  has  announced  changes 
in  the  Conference  office  staff. 

After  having  consulted  with  the  Personnel  Committee 
of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  he  will  appoint 
Dr.  Harvey  Williamson  as  the  Director  of  Program  in 
the  Conference  office  on  June  10. 

Bishop  Shamblin  also  announced  the  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey  as  Associate  Director  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  on  the  same  date. 

Williamson  has  been  district  superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District  since  June  1979.  He  was  transferred 
to  that  position  from  his  duties  as  superintendent  of  the 


Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District. 

Williamson  is  the  present  Dean  of  the  Larger  Cabinet 
—  the  district  superintendents  and  program  persons  who 
work  with  the  bishop. 

Bringing  a  wealth  of  experience  to  the  conference 
office,  Williamson  has  been  senior  minister  of  multi- 
staffed  churches  and  served  on  most  of  the  major  boards 
and  agencies  of  the  Conference. 

Ramsey  is  currently  the  pastor  of  the  Carrollton 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  He 
has  served  the  church  for  six  years. 

Ramsey  will  serve  as  Director  of  Communications.  He 


will  be  responsible  for  coordinating  program  for  the  new 
satellite  network,  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  and 
other  areas  of  communication. 

A  campus  minister,  institutional  chaplain  and  local 
pastor.  Ramsey  has  also  served  as  chairperson  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Bishop  Shamblin  also  announced  that  the  Rev.  Byrl 
Moreland  who  has  served  as  Director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  for  the  past  three  years  will  be 
given  his  new  assignment  at  the  Annual  Conference  in 
June. 


Five  major  obstacles  to  church  growth 
were  cited  at  a  meeting  to  attempt  to 
compile  a  program  of  evangelism  for  the 
Annual  Conference. 

Led  by  Dr.  Ron  Crandall  of  the  General 
Board  of  Evangelism,  the  meeting  was 
composed  of  the  district  superintendents, 
program  persons  from  the  Conference 
and  the  district  chairs  of  evangelispi. 

The  obstacles  cited  came  from  a  group 
of  30  possible  problems. 

The  group  meeting  agreed  that  “the 
lack  of  evangelistic  fervor  among 
pastors”  was  the  major  obstacle  to 
Church  Growth. 

“Lack  of  commitment  to  church 
growth  on  the  part  of  the  Laity”  was  the 
second  obstacle. 

This  was  followed  by  “ineffectiveness 
of  most  congregational  committees  on 
evangelism.” 

A  fourth  obstacle  was  listed  as  a 
“shortage  of  effective  ministers.” 

The  fifth  obstacle  to  church  growth 
was  “the  organizational  structure  for  the 
congregations  emphasizes  representa¬ 
tion,  participation,  planning  and  in¬ 
stitutional  maintenance  rather  than 
evangelism  and  church  growth.” 

The  obstacles  arose  out  of  a  meeting 
designed  to  be  an  attempt  to  work  at  an 
area  where  there  is  a  great  need.  The 
Board  of  Discipleship,  the  Cabinet  and 
the  district  chairs  of  evangelism  were 
involved  in  this  attempt. 

While  the  Louisiana  Conference  has 
experienced  a  net  gain  in  members  every 
year  for  a  number  of  years,  other  parts  of 
the  church  are  losing  ground. 

Precisely,  there  was  a  791  member  net 
gain  in  1981.  However,  leaders  of  the 


Dr.  Ron  Crandall  leads  the  meeting  on  Church  growth  in 
Lake  Charles.  Five  major  obstacles  were  cited  by  the  group  as 


necessary  to  overcome  for  expanded  church  growth. 


conference  are  concerned  that  there  has 
been  only  small  growth  in  the  church 
while  the  population  has  experienced  a  15 
percent  increase  over  the  past  few  years. 

“We  have  to  remember,”  said 
Crandall,  “over  50  percent  of  all  United 
Methodist  ministers  today  entered  the 
ministry  after  the  denomination  began 
its  decline.” 

For  quite  some  time,  Crandall  said,  the 
church  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  the 
steady  loss,  but  recently,  this  has 
become  a  cause  for  concern. 

On  the  jurisdictional  level,  the  South 


Central  Jurisdiction,  of  which  Louisiana 
is  a  part,  ranks  at  the  bottom  for  persons 
joining  the  church  by  profession  of  faith. 
The  Louisiana  Conference  has  done 
somewhat  better  than  the  jurisdiction  as 
a  whole. 

However,  Crandall  said  the  growth  is 
only  half  what  it  was  during  the  period  of 
the  church’s  greatest  growth. 

Two  reasons  were  pointed  out  for  the 
current  shortage. 

The  first  is  the  church  used  to  receive 
80  percent  of  new  members  on  profession 


of  faith  from  the  Church  School.  The 
figure  in  1981  was  only  54  percent. 

The  second  is  the  continuing  loss  of 
children  in  the  Children’s  Division  has 
meant  fewer  confirmation  classes  being 
held. 

Crandall  and  members  of  the 
Evangelism  section  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  will  be  working  with  a  task 
force  from  the  group  which  met  in  Lake 
Charles  to  develop  a  program  that  will 
oegin  to  reverse  the  present  picture  and 
recover  some  of  the  vitality  that  has  been 
lost  in  the  area  of  church  growth. 


News  Briefs 

BATON  ROUGE  —  Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  is  in  the  midst  of  their  Annual  Midweek  Lenten 
Evangelistic  services  for  1982.  United  Methodist  Ministers  are 
the  preachers  for  this  year.  Three  services  have  already  taken 
place,  but  four  Wednesday  meets  are  remaining.  The  Reverends 
Kenneth  Fisher,  Roger  Lathan,  Willie  Lafayette  and  a  Silent 
Communion  Service  remain  in  the  series.  Music  will  be 
provided  by  various  choirs  in  the  area.  The  Rev.  George  Calvin 
is  the  pastor. 

FRANKLIN  —  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ira  Robinson  were 
recipients  of  a  silver  casserole  dish  on  the  occasion  of  their 
silver  wedding  anniversary.  The  Upper  Room  Sunday  School 
class  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  made  the 
presentation. 

LAFAYETTE  —  Chipper  Hamm,  recently  elected  president 
of  the  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  presented  outgoing  president  Wil  Kirchner  a  plaque  for 
appreciation  of  his  efforts  with  the  UMM.  The  men  also  held  a 
Christmas  party  at  the  Amelia  Nursing  Home.  May  Dud 
Lastrapes  was  the  guest  speaker  at  a  following  meeting. 

JENNINGS  —  The  Raymond  United  Methodist  Church  has 
been  very  busy.  The  women  held  their  annual  “Country  Store” 
and  netted  over  $2,700  from  the  sale  of  crafts,  crocheted  table 
cloths,  quilts  and  a  white  elephant  sale.  Money  from  the  sale 
will  go  toward  the  new  parsonage.  The  youth  of  the  church  held 
a  meal  to  earn  money  for  a  trip  to  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  The  trip 
is  planned  for  the  summer.  The  Rev.  Tim  Logan  is  pastor. 

BATON  ROUGE  —  Dr.  Robert  Hayes,  president  of  Wiley 
College,  spoke  at  the  morning  worship  service  at  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Rev.  Moses  T.  Hackson,  district 
superintendent  for  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District, 
presided  over  the  service.  The  Wiley  College  Choir  of  39  voices 
presented  a  program  in  the  afternoon  with  the  Rev.  J.P. 
Woodland  opening  the  program.  Dr.  L.L.  Haynes  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

FRANKLIN  —  The  United  Methodist  Women  held  a  Bazaar 
raising  over  $2,000.  Half  of  the  money  went  to  World  Hunger 
and  the  other  to  a  UMW  sponsored  institution.  The  bazaar 
included  a  luncheon-styled  show  and  sweets,  crafts  and  white 
elephant  sales. 

ST.  MARINVILLE  —  Youth  Day  and  the  birthday  social  were 
the  occasion  for  a  family  dinner  at  the  Mallalieu  United 
Methodist  Church.  District  Superintendent  Moses  T.  Jackson, 
Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District,  brought  the  message  for  the 
occasion  with  the  youth  of  the  church  conducting  the  service. 
The  Rev.  Walter  Barabin  is  pastor. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  The  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
Women  had  a  very  busy  year,  including  a  Christmas  program 
at  the  Audubon  Nursing  Home,  including  distribution  of  gifts 
and  a  program  with  the  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  delivering  the 
message.  They  also  sponsored  a  luncheon  for  the  Ruth  Carter’s 
Auxiliary,  donated  for  a  piano  at  Gulf  Side,  distributed 
Thanksgiving  Food  baskets,  World  Thanks  Special  offering  and 
a  special  memorial  service  for  the  deceased  UMW  members 
over  the  year. 

The  church  also  sponsors  a  bus  ministry  for  Senior  Citizen 
members  of  the  church.  In  cooperation  with  Central  City 
Economic  Opportunity  Corporation  of  New  Orleans,  a  15 
passenger  van  was  made  available  at  a  low  cost.  The  idea  came 
after  a  Council  on  Ministries  survey  revealed  94  percent  of  the 
congregation  felt  there  was  a  need  to  assist  the  elderly.  Davis  is 
the  pastor. 

SHREVEPORT  —  Flowers  were  placed  in  honor  of  the 
Fiftieth  Wedding  anniversary  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ira  Flowers 
by  their  children,  Jean  Clarke  and  Jack  Flowers,  for  the 
morning  service  at  Mangum  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church. 

JENNINGS  —  Jack  Dew,  conference  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men,  was  the  speaker  for  the  first  meeting  for  1982  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church.  New  officers,  including 
H.H.  Bartels,  president;  Glen  Rains,  vice  president;  and  Ed 
Gill,  secretary-treasurer,  were  on  hand  for  the  program.  Also, 
visitors  from  the  Raymond  Church  were  on  hand  for  the 
program.  The  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  pastor,  served  as 
program  chairman  for  the  meeting. 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  A  square  dance  was  sponsored  by  the 
Tulane  University  Wesley  Foundation  and  the  New 
Orleans/Houma  youth.  The  Crosstrail  Singles,  a  group  from 
Baton  Rouge,  danced  for  the  event.  Randy  Powell,  student  at 
Tulane  and  young  adult  coordinator  for  the  district,  organized 
the  function  for  the  group  and  was  held  at  the  Carrollton 
Church. 

Also  at  Tuland,  the  Rev.  Robert  Wagener,  chaplain,  was 
elected  vice  chairman  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  Home  Care  Hospice 
Board  of  Directors.  Persons  interested  in  hospice  care  in  New 
Orleans  should  contact  Wagener  at  7102  Freret  St.,  N.O.  La., 
70118. 
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Editorials 

NCC  Consultation  on  Racism: 
A  case  of  missed  opportunities 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


The  recent  Consultation  on  Racism 
sponsored  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  was  a  disappointment  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  26) .  The  order  of  the  day  was, 
for  the  most  part,  warmed  over, 
generalized  rhetoric  pouring  forth  from 
one  speaker  after  another. 

“Racism”  as  a  term  has  been  so 
widely  and  broadly  used  —  and  misused 
—  that  it  is  hard  to  know  what  is  meant 
when  it  is  used.  Yet,  throughout  the  3-day 
consultation  it  was  never  defined. 

A  number  of  recent  instances  of  racial 
violence  of  the  most  deplorable  sort  — 
some  of  them  not  widely  known  —  were 
cited  by  the  speakers.  No  doubt  assumed, 
but  noticeably  lacking  in  any  explicit 
sense,  were  indications  of  what 
Christians  should  do  in  1982  to  show 
concern  about  a  continuation,  or 
resurgence,  of  racism  in  our  land. 

Although  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ,  the 
consultation’s  final  document,  “A  Call  to 
the  People  of  Our  Nation,”  contained  no 
reference  to  the  Christian  faith  until  a 
couple  of  delegates  noticed  the  omission 
and  insisted  from  the  floor  that  one  be 
inserted. 

Following  up  later,  our  reporter  was 
told  by  a  member  of  the  NCC  staff  that 
they  were  still  “wrestling  with”  what 
type  of  Christian  reference  to  include, 
and  where  to  place  it  in  the  “call.” 

What  a  missed  opportunity!  What 
should  have  been  the  basic  building 
blocks  and  presumptions  of  such  a 
national  consultation  became  instead 
inserted  afterthoughts. 


Racist  attitudes  —  of  both  the  overt 
and  unconscious  varieties  —  are  still  far 
too  plentiful  both  in  our  society  and  in  the 
church.  But  it  is  no  longer  enough  in  1982 
to  exhort  and  accuse  and  complain  about 
that  fact.  The  listener  —  even  the  most 
committed  Christian  who  wants  to 
combat  racism  and  to  stifle  any  incipient 
national  social  climate  which  might 
foster  its  resurgence  —  must  be 
challenged  to  do  more  than  shake  his  or 
her  head  and  agree,  “Yes,  that’s 
terrible!” 

Little  will  be  done  to  recognize,  much 
less  correct,  contemporary  incidences  of 
racism  until  worn-out  rhetoric  is 
replaced  by  specific  calls  for  action  that 
are  identifiably  Christian  in  character, 
and  presented  in  terms  that  are  clearly 
understandable  to  Christians  of  all  races. 

A  practical  listing  of  25  “indicators  of 
institutional  white  racism”  developed  by 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  used  at  all  the  separate 
denominational  group  meetings  during 
the  consultation,  stood  in  notable— and 
welcome — contrast  to  the  consultation’s 
overall  lack  of  a  clear  and  persuasive  call 
for  Christians  to  commit  ourselves  anew 
to  the  alleviation  of  hatred  and  injustice 
based  on  racial  considerations.  It  is  tragic 
that  so  important  an  opportunity  was 
overlooked.  And  it  is  consequentially 
tragic  that  the  NCC  has  provided  those 
disposed  automatically  to  be  critical  of 
its  activities  with  an  altogether 
unnecessary  new  round  of  ammunition  to 
use  in  their  attacks. 
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Look  needed  at  hazards  of  re-entry  to 
local  churches  by  superintendents 


By  GILBERT  E.  HOFFMAN 

The  office  of  District  Superintendent  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  an 
exciting,  awesome,  and  responsible 
appointment.  The  superintendent  must 
suddenly  perform  duties  and  functions, 
upon  appointment  to  the  cabinet,  which 
may  be  utterly  new  and  un-anticipated, 
during  his  years  as  a  pastor. 

In  the  charge  con-  j 
ferences,  theD.S.  not 
only  presides,  he/she 
is  called  upon  to 
“rule”  on  significant 
matters  of  discipline 
and  policy.  He/she  is 
responsible  as  the 
last  authority  in 
matters  of  property: 
purchase  or  disposal.  Gilbert  Hoffman 
For  six  years,  or  less,  the  district 
superintendent  is  personnel  officer, 
administrator,  manager,  counselor,  and 
many  things  to  her/his  district  and 
conference.  Many  superintendents  also 
perform  jurisdictional  and  general 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


church  duties. 

But  at  the  close  of  her/his  tenure  in 
office,  most  superintendents  re-enter  the 
pastorate  of  a  local  church.  The  trauma 
connected  to  this  re-entry  is  worthy  of 
prayerful  study  and  examination. 

While  in  the  superintendency,  the 
person  is  trained  to  support  the  theories 
and  policies  of  United  Methodism.  The 
superintendent  accepts  as  “gospel”  the 
current  theories  of  a  host  of  “experts” 
who  travel  across  the  church,  teach  in 
the  seminaries,  „  and  speak  at 
conventions,  congresses,  and  seminars. 
The  superintendent,  often  called  upon  to 
express  strong  leadership,  is  accustomed 
to  speaking  with  both  responsibility  and 
authority.  The  authenticity  of  the  D.S.  is 
measured  by  the  performance  of  the 
congregations  and  pastors  in  the  district. 

Then,  when  re-entry  into  the  pastorate 
occurs,  there  is  suddenly  a  new  set  of 
rules  and  responses.  Lay  persons  may 
expect  their  “new  pastor”  to  function 
with  authority  on  theological  matters  but 
remain  neutral  on  matters  of  administra- 


Is  there  any  such  place  for 
Christians  as  ‘the  Holy  Land’? 


‘Chariots  of  Fire’:  ‘secular’  movie 
with  authentic  portrayal  of  faith 


We  nominate  “Chariots  of  Fire”  as  the 
best  current  film  to  see  as  the  basis  for  a 
sermon  or  a  Church  School  class 
discussion. 

“Chariots”  is  an  Oscar  nominee.  It  is 
the  true  story  of  two  young  Britishers  — 
Howard  Abrahams,  a  Jew,  and  Eric 
Liddell,  a  Scottish  Presbyterian  —  and 
how  they  trained  to  represent  their 
homeland  as  runners  in  the  1924 
Olympics. 

The  Christian  message  and  example 
comes  through  more  clearly  in  this 
movie  than  in  many  we  have  seen 
advertised  as  “Christian  films.”  It  is 
seen  most  clearly,  and  predictably,  in  the 
life  of  Eric  Liddell.  By  deciding  not  to 
return  to  China  with  his  missionary 
parents  and  siblings,  but  rather  to  stay  at 
home  and  use  the  gift  of  speed  which  he 
believes  God  has  given  him,  he  incurs 
some  familial  displeasure.  And,  having 
used  his  God-given  abilities  to  qualify  for 
the  Olympics  in  Paris,  he  takes  a 
powerful,  personal  stand  not  to  violate 
his  religious  convictions  by  running  in 
qualifying  heats  on  Sunday,  even  though 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


the  Prince  of  Wales  (future  king  of 
England)  is  among  those  pressuring  him 
to  change  his  mind. 

Liddell’s  personal  testimony  is  strong. 
Likewise  strong  is  the  film’s 
juxtaposition  of  pictures  of  the  British 
tracksters  in  practice  —  running, 
straining,  hurting,  persevering  — 
against  the  familiar  words  of  Isaiau  40: 
“Even  youths  shall  faint  and  be  weary, 
and  young  men  shall  fall  exhausted;  but 
they  who  wait  for  the  Lord  shall  renew 
their  strength,  they  shall  mount  up  with 
wings  like  eagles,  they  shall  run  and  not 
be  weary,  they  shall  walk  and  not  faint.” 

We  submit  no  challenge  to  Hollywood, 
nor  to  the  television  networks,  nor  to 
other  mass  media  policymakers,  to 
make  the  inclusion  of  such  explicitly 
Christian  examples  and  messages  the 
norm  in  their  creative  efforts.  But 
“Chariots  of  Fire”  stands  as  an 
outstanding  example  of  how  the  art  and 
science  of  film  making  can  be  combined 
in  1982  with  the  portrayal  of  an  authentic 
and  wholesome  witness  to  the  Christian 
faith,  and  without  compromise  to  either 
film  or  faith. 


About  five  years  ago  I  realized  that  I 
had  a  real  problem  with  an  idea  most 
Christians  seemed  to  accept  without 
question:  “the  Holy  Land.” 

I  had  spent  nearly  a  month  in  Africa, 
was  planning  my  third  trip  to  England 
and  Western  Europe,  and  in  between  had 
turned  down  two  invitations  to  visit 
Israel.  These  facts  surfaced  during  the 
course  of  a  conversation  about  travel 
with  a  friend  who  reacted  with  raised 
eyebrows  and  an  incredulous  tone  of 
voice:  “You,  a  Reverend,  have  been  to 
all  of  those  other  places  and  not  the  Holy 
Land?” 

I  found  myself  suddenly  in  the 
awkward  position  of  trying  to  verbalize 
something  I  had  struggled  with  for  years, 
but  never  put  into  words  for  fear  of  either 
embarrassing  myself,  or  offending 
someone  else  needlessly.  Finally,  I  said, 
“I  don’t  really  believe  in  ‘the  Holy  Land’ 
as  most  people  refer  to  it.  I  don’t  believe 
one  piece  of  earth  is  inherently  any  holier 
than  any  other.  In  fact,  I  am  personally 
turned  off  by  such  sentimental  imagery 
as  ‘the  Holy  Land,’  ‘the  Holy  City,’  and 
‘the  Holy  Family.’  ” 

“For  me,  holiness  relates  to  God  and 
our  experience  of  His  presence.  The 
places  where  Jacob  struggled  with  the 
angel,  and  where  Moses  received  the  10 
Commandments  were  sanctified  because 
of  their  relationship  to  particular  human 
encounters  with  God. 

“My  faith,”  I  continued,  “is  centered 
not  in  a  place  but  in  a  person:  Jesus  of 


Nazareth,  our  teacher  and  example,  and 
our  crucified  and  risen  redeemer.  Several 
places  recall  for  me  the  holiness  of  God  as 
revealed  through  my  personal  encounter 
with  Christ,  and  none  of  them  is  in  ‘the 
Holy  Land.’  Given  that  view  and  my  dis¬ 
comfort  with  the  belligerent  militarism 
which  I  so  often  see  demonstrated  by  the 
nation  of  Israel,  I  have  very  little  inclina¬ 
tion  to  go  there,”  I  said. 

My  friend  shook  his  head  in  disbelief, 
and  replied:  “I  can’t  believe  you  feel  that 
way.  If  I  felt  that  way,  I  wouldn't  tell 
anyone.” 

For  the  most  part,  I  took  his  advice.  I 
did  not  wish  to  appear  to  be  “anti-Israel” 
or  “anti-Semitic.”  Nor  did  I  have  any 
desire  to  lessen  the  blessings  derived  by 
other  Christians  who  find  special 
meaning  in  traveling  to  the  land  where 
our  Lord  lived  and  walked.  So  I  retreated 
to  my  position  of  silent  dissent  until 
I  received  an  invitation  to  attend  Prime 
Minister  Begin’s  Tourism  Conference 
earlier  this  year  (see  related  article 
elsewhere  in  this  issue) . 

Even  so,  it  took  some  coaxing  from  my 
wife,  my  staff  and  others  before  I  finally 
responded  with  a  hesitant  “yes”— the 
clinching  argument  coming  from  my 
father  who  suggested  that  if  the  biases  I 
had  developed  were  valid,  they  would 
survive  the  test  of  personal  experience. 

As  so  often  proves  to  be  the  case, 
parental  wisdom  prevailed.  On  the  fourth 
day  alone  of  my  visit  I  witnessed  three 
“miracles”  which  one  veteran  pilgrim 


Jesus’  work  exemplified  true  ‘humanism’ 


To  the  Editor: 

The  major  complaint  of  the  scripture 
experts  of  Jesus'  day  was  for  his 
“humanist”  use  of  scripture  (Mark  2:1- 
3:6).  This  was  called  to  mind  by  Jim 
Corder’s  Feb.  12  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
affirming  “secular  humanism.”  They 
felt  Jesus’  practice  and  teaching 
insulted  God  (as  Heavenly  Emperor) 
and  themselves  (his  appointed  enforcers 
of  the  imperial  code  their  scholars  had 
deduced  from  scripture. ) 

Jesus  refused  to  bow  down  to  their 
code-idol,  saying,  “The  sabbath  was 
made  for  man,  not  man  for  the 
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sabbath.”  This  was  a  “humanist”  test 
for  the  validity  of  every  application  of 
scripture  to  life,  namely,  its  impact  on 
people.  He  further  challenged  his  critics 
with  this  “humanist”  proposition:  “Which 
do  you  believe  God  allows  on  the  sabbath, 
doing  good  or  doing  evil?”  (Mark  3:4). 
He  followed  this  with  the  healing  of  a 
chronic  ailment  (forbidden  “work”  in 
their  eyes)  and  they  decided  to  gang  up 
with  their  rivals,  the  “Herodians”  to  get 
Jesus  killed.  They,  like  present  foreign- 
policy  makers,  felt  that  having  a 
common  enemy  made  people  or  nations 
into  good  allies. 

Jesus  felt  the  “humanist”  concerns  of 
ordinary  parents  for  their  children  was  a 
symptom  of  an  even  greater  concern  of 
God  for  ordinary  people.  (Luke  11:13). 
Jesus’  critics  assumed  that  God’s 
“holiness”  made  it  impossible  for  Him  to 
tolerate  even  trivial  infractions  of  His 
imperial  mandates.  To  Jesus,  God’s 
holiness  was  shown  by  his  capacity  to 
have  loving  concern,  even  for  His 
enemies  (Matt.  5:43-48). 

Marcius  E.  Taber 

Hillsdale,  Michigan 

‘Secular  humanists’  are 

different  from  Christians 

To  the  Editor: 

The  term  “humanist"  originally  had  a 
good  meaning  —  that  one  loved  and 
supported  his  fellow  human-beings.  But 
the  secular  humanists,  though 
embracing  that  idea,  differ  considerably 
from  Christians  who  love  and  support 
their  fellow  humans.  Hence,  I  disagree 
with  Jim  W.  Corder  (“Here  I  Stand,” 
UMR  Feb.  12)  in  his  support  of  the  term 
“secular  humanism.”  The  basic  premise 
of  the  secular  humanists  is  that  there  is 
no  supernatural  God  —  and  what  could 
be  more  antithetical  to  Christianity  than 
that? 

There  are  not  multitudes  of  members 
of  the  American  Humanist  Association 
(who  have,  by  the  way,  published  two 
Humanist  Manifestos  in  which  they  state 
that  there  is  no  need  for  the  idea  of  God 
and  that  morals  derive  from  man  and  his 
own  needs),  but  their  philosophy  is 
having  far  more  influence  than  their 
numbers  warrant. 

Given  the  premise  that  there  is  no  God 
who  is  giving  us  laws  and  directives,  then 
“anything  goes.”  Thus  we  see  the 
immorality  and  violence  portrayed  on 
TV  and  in  movies,  the  spread  of 
pornography  (even  the  more  repulsive 
child  pornography),  and  the  looseness  of 
morals  in  social  and  business  affairs. 
Some  of  the  philosophy  of  the  secular 


humanists  is  seeping  subtly  into  the 
schools’  curricula,  and  much  of  our 
thinking  is  being  subtly  changed.  For 
instance,  are  we  as  “shocked”  over  some 
of  the  immoralities  we  see  or  hear  of  as 
we  used  to  be?  I  understand  that  some 
churches  are  even  going  along  with  the 
changed  sexual  morals  of  youth,  and, 
instead  of  telling  them  that  pre-marital 
sex  is  wrong,  they  simply  say  “be  sure 
there  is  love  in  the  relationship.  ” 

The  secular  humanists  do  not  call 
themselves  “atheists,”  as  that  is  an 
unpopular  term,  but  they  depend  on  such 
people  as  Jim  Corder  to  help  people  to 
have  a  better  view  of  them.  The  fact  that 
secular  humanists  bow  to  no  Supreme 
Being  makes  them  distinctly  different 
from  Christians.  We  Christians  should 
stand  up  more  strongly  for  our  beliefs 
and  our  morals,  which  are  God-given  in 
this  time  when  so  many  people  are  being 
influenced  by  secular  humanism. 

Marion  Mintzer 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Defense  of  term  ‘secular 

h umanism’  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Jim  Corder’s  thorough  and 
deliciously  articulate  defense  of  the  term 
“secular  humanism”  in  the  Feb.  12 
“Here  I  Stand”  column  of  UMR  warmed 
the  cockles  of  my  heart ! 

As  one  who  works  with  words,  nothing 
makes  me  angrier  than  the  misuse  and 
eventual  subversion  of  precise  and  useful 
English  words. 

I’m  not  really  a  purist  and  I  enjoy  good 
colorful  writing  as  much  as  anyone,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  we’re  losing  the  battle 
against  the  erosion  of  our  language  to 
Americanization,  Ebonics  and  now 
"morality?” 

Where  will  it  end? 

Dulci  McCoy 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

‘Do-it-yourself’  TV 

ministry  helps  community 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  readers  might  be  interested  in 
another  response  to  snowbound  January 
’82  Sundays.  While  the  Duluth  Seventh- 
Day  Adventists  were  worshipping  by 
conference  telephone  call  (UMR,  Feb. 
19),  the  seven  Christian  churches  of 
Bedford,  Iowa  (pop.  1700)  were 
organizing  a  cable  TV  ministry. 

Using  the  community  school’s  video¬ 
tape  equipment  for  a  nominal  rental  fee, 
one  volunteer  from  each  congregation 
has  been  trained  to  record  her/his 
congregation’s  Sundav  morning  worship 


(or  Sabbath  in  the  case  '  of  the 
participating  Seventh  Day-Adventist 
Church)  once  every  seven  weeks  on  a 
rotation  schedule.  At  2:00  p.m.  each 
Sunday  that  week’s  tape  is  broadcast 
over  the  local  cable  channel  reaching  not 
only  the  homebound,  but  the  entire 
community. 

Already  this  new  form  of  outreach  has 
brought  some  folks  back  to  church  or  into 
church  for  the  first  time.  And  in  a 
community  where  some  suspicion  and 
hostility  has  existed  between 
denominations,  it  is  helping  break  down 
barriers  and  bring  about  understanding 
and  appreciation. 

Our  hard  winter  has  been  redeemed ! 

Barbara  Dale 
Bedford,  Iowa 

Laity  could  fill 
clergy  shortage 
To  the  Editor: 

The  article  in  the  Feb.  19  issue  of  the 
Reporter  regarding  the  shortage  of 
pastors  should  be  of  great  concern  to  all 
of  us.  If  we  do  not  have  enough  pastors,  it 
is  time  for  the  laity  to  step  forward  and 
take  over  responsibility  for  worship. 
There  are  many  of  us  around  the  nation 
who  could  do  so.  We  should  pray  about 
the  matter  and,  if  we  feel  so  led,  contact 
our  District  Superintendents.  Let  them 
know  that  we  are  willing  to  help  out  by 
filling  pulpits  on  a  temporary  basis. 
Perhaps  two  or  three  lay  people  could 
share  the  responsibility  of  a  church. 

We  need  not  suffer  because  of  a 
shortage  of  pastors.  The  Protestant 
Reformation  was  based,  among  other 
things,  on  the  idea  of  the  priesthood  of  all 
believers.  Let  us  exercise  that 
priesthood.  We,  as  a  church,  are  a 
community  of  believers  and  all  of  us  are 
responsible  for  the  health  of  that 
community.  If  the  laity  will  step  forward 
and  take  up  responsibility,  this  clergy 
shortage  could  be  a  great  boost  to  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  church. 

Katherine  Ellison 
Gilmer,  Texas 

We  must  stop  holocaust 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  commend  you  on  your 
editorial  in  the  Feb.  12  issue  of  the 
Reporter  headlined  “God’s  ‘intervention’ 
to  stop  nuclear  threat  will  be  through  our 
lives.”  How  true! 

We  are  God’s  messengers  and  it  is  up 
to  us  to  do  all  we  can  to  prevent  a  nuclear 
holocaust.  Thank  you. 

Florence  R.  Bird 
San  Jose,  California 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 
said  he’d  never  seen  on  20  previous  visits 
to  the  Holy  Land:  the  city  of  Jerusalem 
covered  with  a  blanket  of  snow,  rain  at 
the  Dead  Sea  and  Masada,  and  a  bus  in 
which  I  was  riding  hitting  a  camel  which 
was  lumbering  across  the  road  broadside 
—  only  to  see  it  stumble  to  its  feet  in  a 
modern  “resurrection”  scene  moments 
later,  leaving  our  bus  with  a  broken 
windshield,  a  broken  mirror,  a  dented 
front,  and  a  dumbfounded  group  of 
passengers! 

Seriously,  my  somewhat  reluctant 
pilgrimage  to  Israel,  coupled  with  the 
unexpected  opportunity  to  spend  a 
weekend  in  Egypt,  altered  my 
perspective  toward  “the  Holy  Land”  in 
several  ways.  First,  my  appreciation 
of  the  geography  and  physical 
arrangement  of  places  I’ve  read  and 
studied  about  all  my  life  was  enhanced 
greatly  by  experiencing  them  first-hand. 
I  found  it  particularly  impressive  to 
ponder  how  so  much  of  human  history 
could  be  so  profoundly  affected  by  events 
occurring  in  such  a  small,  arid,  rocky 
stretch  of  land. 

One  can  go  only  so  far  in  describing  any 
place  to  someone  else  with  words  and  pic¬ 
tures.  I’ve  known  that  in  relation  to  many 
other  natural  and  historical  sites  around 
the  world.  I’m  not  sure  why  it  didn’t  occur 
to  me  that  the  same  would  be  true  of  the 
land  which  is  the  focal  point  of  so  many 
events  related  to  the  history  of  our  faith. 

I  also  gained  a  far  more  positive 
appreciation  of  Israel  —  the  nation  —  and 
how  it  relates  to  the  past,  present  and 
future  hopes  and  aspirations  of  the 
Jewish  people.  It  is  at  the  same  time  a 
valuable  and  an  intimidating  experience 
to  find  oneself  as  part  of  a  Christian 
minority  in  a  Jewish  state.  I  was  pleasant¬ 
ly  surprised  to  find  far  more  “Shalom” 
and  far  less  warlikeness  than  I  had  expec¬ 
ted  in  the  attitudes  of  the  dozens  of  Israelis 
I  met.  And,  I  must  say  that  I  experi¬ 
enced  far  greater  tolerance  toward  my 
beliefs  as  a  Christian  on  the  part  of  my 
Jewish  hosts  than  the  Jewish  people  have 
so  often  experienced  from  Christians  over 
the  centuries. 

Finally,  I  have  recognized  that,  like  it 
or  not,  the  Holy  Land  is  a  part  of  my  own 
sacred  history.  There  is  no  way  to  escape 
identification  with  both  the  holy  and  the 
unholy  events  which  have  taken  place 
there  in  relation  to  the  faith  I  affirm.  It  is 
the  location  where  God  chose  to  reveal 
Himself  supremely  to  humankind.  It  is 
also  the  location  where  human  beings 
have  perverted  God’s  creative  intention 
and  scorned  His  redemptive  purpose  for 
human  life  about  as  badly  as  anywhere 
else  on  earth  —  sometimes  in  the  name  of 
our  Lord,  as  in  the  case  of  the  crusades. 

I  still  do  not  share  the  belief  of  either 
fundamentalist  Christians  or 
fundamentalist  Jews  that  there  is 
something  inherently  holier  about  the 
land  in  Israel  than  in  the  rest  of  God’s 
creation.  I  am  repulsed  by  the  barely- 
concealed  anti-Semitism  that  is  reflected 
in  some  fundamentalist  Christians’ 
support  for  the  state  of  Israel  in  order  — 
in  their  words  —  “to  fulfill  biblical 
prophecy.” 

I  do  see  quite  clearly  now,  however, 
that  persons  of  faith  have  a  pivotal  — 
even  holy  —  role  to  play  in  relation  to  the 
present  and  future  of  the  Holy  Land.  In 
light  of  the  near-irresolvable  conflicts  of 
interest  and  outlook  which  exist  among 
different  groups  which  live  in  the  Middle 
East,  a  real-life  modern  “miracle” 
occurred  in  1978  when  the  Camp  David 
Accord  was  signed.  Persons  we  talked  to 
in  both  Israel  and  Egypt  expressed 
apprehension  that  the  United  States’ 
commitment  to  moving  the  peace  process 
which  started  there  forward  has  lessened, 
and  the  belief  that  the  process  must  move 
forward  if  another  season  of  carnage  and 
desecration  in  the  Holy  Land  is  to  be 
avoided. 

The  role  that  we  can  play  is  that  of 
“peacemakers,”  who  serve  as  advocates 
for  the  interchange  of  ideas  and 
understanding  on  the  part  of  persons  on 
all  sides  of  the  volatile  and  complicated 
political  issues ;  sensitivity  and  restraint 
on  the  part  of  all  parties  including  our 
own  nation’s  government,  in  dealing  with 
the  varying  interests;  and  steadfastness 
on  the  part  of  all  concerned  in 
maintaining  and  expanding  the  tenuous 
peace  which  has  started. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


tion,  property  management,  staff  rela¬ 
tionships,  and  community  issues. 

The  role  expectations  of  local  church 
congregations  are  seldom  universal. 
These  conflicts  put  the  pastor  in  a  “no 
win”  position.  Taking  a  position  on  any 
serious  subject  is  certain  to  be  criticized 
by  a  sizable  portion  of  his/her  flock. 

Local  churches  are  capable  of 
expecting  pastors  to  accept  responsi¬ 
bility  for  anything  and  everything  in  the 
routine  operation  of  the  church,  while 
withholding  authority  in  the  same  de¬ 
cision-making  process.  It  is  essential  for 
pastor  and  people  to  share  in  the  efficient 
management  of  the  church.  Yet  there  is 
substantial  tension  over  the  method  to  fol¬ 
low  in  determining  where  authority  rests 
and  how  to  express  mutual  support  for  the 
welfare  of  the  whole  congreant  body. 

The  re-entered  superintendent  finds  it 
all  the  more  difficult  to  deal  with  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  vs.  authority  tug-of-war  since, 
for  six  years,  there  has  been  a  clear-cut, 
mutually  understood  structure  and  prac¬ 
tice  in  district  and  conference  matters. 

Lay  persons  “listen”  to  superinten¬ 
dents  and  bishops  quite  differently  from 
the  way  they  listen  to  their  pastor.  The  . 
pastor  speaks  to  them  and  they 
remember  a  baptism,  the  serving  of  the 
Lord’s  supper,  the  prayers  in  a  hospital,  . 
or  patient  listening  in  a  counseling  ses¬ 
sion.  The  same  person,  as  D.S.,  speaks  to 
the  same  people  and  they  hear  “one  of 
the  hierarchy,”  the  official  word  from 
the  cabinet,  the  person  who  has  authority 
over  taking  away  their  popular  pastor, 
the  person  who  has  authority  over  re¬ 
turning  to  them  their  unpopular  pastor, 
or  the  person  who  sees  the  bishop  on  a 
regular,  calendared  schedule. 

Re-entry  into  the  pastorate  is  typically 
looked  upon  by  superintendents  in  one  of 
two  ways:  (1)  “I’m  going  to  be  so  glad  to 
have  my  own  pulpit,  and  my  own 
congregation  again”;  or  (2)  “I’m  going 
to  lose  all  the  respect  and  power  I  have 
now  and  return  to  the  drudgery  of 
serving  a  thankless  task.” 

Neither  of  these  may  be  ideal 
attitudes;  yet  they  are  fostered  by  the 
system  which  continues  to  insist  that  the 
only  tenured  appointment  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of  a  District. 

Cabinets,  bishops,  Boards  of  Ordained 
Ministry  and  local  churches  ought  to  take 
a  close  and  prayerful  look  at  the  hazards 
of  re-entry! 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor  is  the  Jlev. 
Gilbert  E.  Hoffman,  pastor  of  the  jfjrft 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kittanning, 
Pa.  (Western  Pennsylvania  Conference). 


James  Sparks  combines  "back 
porch"  wisdom  with  a  sense  of 
humor  to  help  deal  with  the 
inevitable  .  .  . 


...LIVING  THE 


HOW  TO 
SURVIVE 


Accept  bad 
days.  Use  them 
creatively  to  re¬ 
focus  your  life! 
Bad  days  can 
make  you 
stronger,  hap¬ 
pier,  better  ad¬ 
justed,  and  James  Sparks  shares 
personal  experiences  along  with 
those  of  others  to  show  how  it  can  be 
done.  Frustration,  resentment,  vari¬ 
ous  kinds  of  threats,  loneliness — all 
can  be  dealt  with  in  positive, 
strengthening  ways. 

Just  in  case,  Sparks  tells  you  how 
to  muddle  through  when  everything 
else  fails.  This  is  a  book  for  every¬ 
body!  $8.95 


ot  your  cokesbury  bookstore 


the  book  publishing  department  of 
the  united  methodlst  publishing  house 
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Atlanta  church  efforts  continue  in  aftermath  of  terror 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  The  terror  of  child 
killings  here  appears  to  be  over.  But  the 
relatively  new  commitment  of  many 
local  congregations  to  work  with  children 
of  the  poor  is  not. 

The  conviction  on  two  murder  counts 
Feb.  27  of  Wayne  Williams  —  a  suspect  in 
most  of  the  slayings  of  29  young  blacks 
over  nearly  two  years  —  does  not  seem  to 
be  deterring  the  efforts  of  those  congre¬ 
gations,  Christian  community  workers 
told  the  Reporter. 

Those  congregations’  members  realize 
that  the  conditions  of  poverty  and  hope¬ 
lessness  that  made  young  blacks  so 
vulnerable  to  a  sadistic  killer  remain,  the 
workers  said. 

“Nearly  all  the  churches  which 
provided  volunteers  last  summer  have 
indicated  they  want  to  again,”  said  Vir¬ 
ginia  Tinsley,  coordinator  of  inner  city 
church  programs  for  children  sponsored 
by  United  Methodism’s  North  Georgia 
Annual  Conference.  The  programs  were 
initiated  last  summer  through  20  mostly 
small,  mostly  black,  inner  city  UM  con¬ 
gregations  to  provide  safety,  tutoring, 
recreation  and  Christian  education. 

“A  lot  of  people  last  summer  finally 
overcame  their  fear  of  coming  down¬ 
town,”  Ms.  Tinsley  said.  “People 
became  involved  for  the  first  time.  Now 
it  is  easier  to  keep  them  involved.” 

She  hopes  there  will  be  weekday 
programs  at  all  20  churches  again  this 
summer.  Ten  of  the  churches  —  with 
assistance  from  other  churches’ 
volunteers  —  have  continued  some 
weekday  and  Saturday  programming 
through  the  winter.  Most  previously  were 
open  on  Sundays  only. 

Ms.  Tinsley  quickly  points  out  that  it 
will  be  more  difficult  to  maintain  the 
interest  of  non-inner  city  congregations 
now  that  the  crisis  is  over. 

Tougher  without  ribbons 

“I  keep  telling  everyone  that  it  is  going 
to  be  tough  this  summer  without  all  those 
green  ribbons  being  worn  across  the 
country,”  she  said.  (Thousands  of 
Americans  pinned  the  ribbons  to  their 
clothes  last  year  as  a  symbol  of  grief  and 
outrage  at  the  killings.)  “The  money  is 
not  going  to  pour  in  from  everywhere  this 
year.  It’s  just  going  to  be  us  working  with 
our  own  problems.” 

She  said  that  is  as  it  should  be.  “Other 
cities  have  problems  of  their  own.”  She 
and  others  emphasized  to  the  Reporter 
last  year  that  most  other  cities  had  the 
same  social  problems  as  Atlanta,  except 
that  they  didn’t  have  a  mass  murderer  at 
large. 

Community  workers  said  last  week 
that  most  people  with  whom  they  work  in 
the  inner  city  do  not  believe  Wayne 
Williams  was  responsible  for  all  the 
killings  and  want  the  city  to  continue  to 
look  for  suspects. 

But  the  people  in  the  inner  city  are 
calm,  Ms.  Tinsley  said;  “the  pressure  is 


A  useful,  ready-to-understand 
workbook  with  emphasis  on 
Christian  stewardship 


Plan  your  estate, 
make  your  will 
with  confidence 
and 

spiritual  insight. 


T  his  much-needed  book  helps 
persons  consider  the  various  options 
and  gather  the  information  necessary 
for  planning  their  estate  in  a  proper 
manner.  Special  emphasis  is  placed  on 
planning  as  wise  Christian  stewards. 
The  book  does  not  offer  legal  advice;  it 
does  tell  how  to  find  proper  legal  help. 

The  workbook  includes  numerous 
charts,  tables,  illustrations,  and  various 
forms  to  send  for  more  information. 
Paper,  $6.95 


al  your  cokeibury  bookstore 


the  book  publishing  department  ot 
the  united  mefhodlst  publishing  house 


off.”  The  child  murders  stopped  late  last 
summer. 

The  Rev.  Walter  Kimbrough  said  he  is 
concerned  about  whether  Atlantans 
really  are  prepared  for  the  letdown  of  not 
receiving  all  those  outside  contributions 
from  governments,  civic  groups, 
churches,  individuals  and  corporations 
which  were  elicited  by  the  crisis. 

“The  summer  of  1982  will  be  more  diffi¬ 
cult  than  the  summer  of  1981,”  he  said. 
Even  with  all  the  extra  help  last  year, 
there  still  were  not  enough  summer 
programs  for  all  inner  city  children,  said 
the  pastor  of  Cascade  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  black,  inner  city  congregation. 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

MT.  STERLING,  Ohio  —  As  economic 
conditions  drive  more  farmers  out  of 
business  and  more  land  is  sold  for  non¬ 
food  producing  purposes,  grocery 
shoppers  may  feel  in  higher  food  prices 
the  effects  of  the  money  troubles  many 
farmers  face,  speakers  warned  at  a 
consultation  here. 

“I  believe  the  family  farmer  is  the  only 
one  who  stands  between  us  and  /a 
monopolistic  food  industry  like  we  see  in 
energy  and  the  automobile  industry. 
When  we  talk  about  the  production  of 
food,  we’re  talking  about  our  dinners,” 
said  Catherine  Lerza.  She  authored 
“Saving  the  Family  Farm”  for  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  She  joined 
other  speakers  here  at  a  United  Method¬ 
ist-sponsored  “Consultation  on  Rural 
Issues”  in  warning  about  the  negative 
effects  of  the  decline  of  family  farms. 

Rural  issues  are  UM  issues 

That  rural  issues  are  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  concern  was  a  generally  accepted 
premise  since  73  percent  of  the 
denomination’s  members  and  88  percent 
of  UM  churches  are  in  rural  and  small¬ 
town  areas. 

One  goal  for  the  consultation  was  to 
identify  and  then  to  share  with  all  United 
Methodists  these  issues  and  recommend 
actions  for  the  general  church. 

The  85  urban  and  rural  participants 
heard  of  many  “troubles”  facing 
farmers.  These  included: 

•  The  high  price  of  maintaining  a  farm, 
which  contributed  to  foreclosures  on 
federal  loans  on  2,250  pieces  of  farm  land 
last  year  and  which  makes  getting  into 
the  farm  business  almost  impossible  for 
young  people  with  no  farm  land  in  their 
families  to  inherit; 

•  The  loss  of  prime  agricultural  land  to 
non-food  production  purposes  at  a  rate  of 
3  million  acres  a  year,  according  to  Ms. 
Lerza; 

•  Falling  produce  prices  and  a 
“buyers’  market”  in  which  corporate 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  study  of 
conciliar  fellowship  issued  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  Faith  and 
Order  Commission  “should  put  to  rest 
forever  the  image  of  unity  in  terms  of  a 


Compiled  From  News  Reports 

Roman  Catholic  and  United  Methodist 
theologians  said  recently  they  have 
found  “remarkable  unity  and 
agreement”  on  at  least  one  point,  and  in 
Albany,  N.Y.,  there  were  impressive 
evidences  of  Catholic-United  Method¬ 
ist  cooperation. 

The  theologians,  after  four  years’ 
dialogue,  said  they  had  found  “unity  and 
agreements  on  the  structure  of  the 
eucharistic  celebration  and  on  the 
central  eucharistic  prayer.” 

Dialogue  participants  jointly  affirmed 
the  centrality  of  faith  in  the  celebration 
of  the  eucharist;  the  presence  of  Christ 
independently  of  the  faith  of  individuals, 
and  the  primacy  of  God’s  act  in  Christ. 
But  they  also  noted  that  “the 
understanding  of  the  structural  parts  of 
the  eucharistic  celebration  is  not  always 
the  same  in  the  two  churches,  especially 
when  considered  on  the  level  of  popular 
piety  and  liturgical  practice.” 

The  joint  statement  says  that  Catholics 
have  come  to  understand  that  the  two 
parts  of  the  Mass,  namely  the  liturgy  of 
the  word  and  the  eucharistic  liturgy, 
“are  so  closely  connected  with  each 
other  that  they  form  but  a  single  act  of 
worship.” 

United  Methodists,  by  contrast,  the 
statement  goes  on,  “have  traditionally 
stressed  the  importance  of  the  word, 
often  torthe  neglect  of  the  eucharistic 
celebration.”  But,  adds  the  statement, 
United  Methodists  “have  returned  to  a 
more  balanced  understanding  of  the 
structure  of  the  Sunday  worship 
service.” 

Further  contrasts,  the  statement 
continues,  are  found  in  Catholic  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  views  of  “the  presence  of 
Christ”  in  the  eucharistic  celebration. 

“Most  Roman  Catholics  emphasize  the 


Like  other  cities,  Atlanta  will  feel  the 
effect  of  federal  budget  cuts  this 
summer.  There  may  not  be  enough 
money  even  to  keep  the  ewimming  pools 
open,  he  said.  Unemployment  among  the 
children’s  parents  has  increased.  Some 
families  with  problems  who  lived  in 
public  housing  last  year  now  are  home¬ 
less,  said  the  Rev.  Bob  Bevis  of  First 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Kimbrough  said  he  is  worried  that 
too  much  of  the  United  Methodist  effort 
last  summer  was  in  the  form  of  middle- 
class  and  affluent  members  sending 
money  to  inner  city  churches. 

“Many  of  these  inner  city  churches 


buyers  often  tell  farmers  how  much  their 
companies  will  pay  before  harvest  and 
without  regard  for  how  much  farmers 
must  get  just  to  break  even ; 

•  Rising  shipping  and  marketing  costs, 
making  getting  the  food  to  market  more 
expensive ; 

•  Ill  will  from  grocery  shoppers 
acutely  aware  of  the  28  percent  food 
price  increases  since  1979  but  unaware 
that  the  average  farmer  is  actually  mak¬ 
ing  less  money ; 

•  A  farm  labor  shortage  related  to  cuts 
in  federal  farm  worker  housing  and 
service  programs. 

Sharing  farm  realities 

Educating  UM  pastors,  members  and 
the  general  public  to  the  realities  of 
small  town  and  rural  life  was  a  part  of 
the  ongoing  action  agenda  recommended 
by  consultation  participants. 

Other  recommendations  included: 

•  That  a  National  Division  staff  person 
be  named  with  full-time  responsibility  for 
dealing  with  rural  issues  and  ministries; 

•  That  the  denomination  develop  a  low 
interest  loan  assistance  fund  to  help 
young  people  buy  farm  land  and  equip¬ 
ment  and  to  help  established  farmers 
stay  in  business; 

•  That  church  mission  workers,  such 
as  US-2s,  Church  and  Community 
Workers  and  Volunteers  in  Mission,  be 
assigned  to  help  out  on  family  farms ; 

•  That  Rural  Life  Sunday  be  re¬ 
established  as  an  annual  observance  in 
the  denomination. 

Update  church  stance 

Consultation  participants  suggested 
updating  the  1980  General  Conference 
statement  on  agricultural  and  rural  life 
issues  to  include:  something  on  “our 
responsibility  to  work  in  harmony  with 
God’s  creation”  to  the  theological 
preamble;  a  section  on  rural  women  and 
encouragement  for  alternative  agri¬ 
culture  marketing  facilities,  such  as 
using  church  parking  lots  as  sites  for 
selling  produce.  Participants  also  recom- 


superchurch,”  says  the  commission’s 
acting  director. 

Brother  Jeff  Gros,  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  teaching  order,  said 
the  document  sets  forth  the  concept  of 


presence  of  Christ  in  the  eucharistic 
elements,”  the  statement  says.  “Most 
United  Methodists  emphasize  the 
presence  of  Christ  in  the  proclaimed 
word  enlivened  by  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

As  a  result,  the  statement  says,  an 
agreed  position  concerning  the  presence 
of  Christ  “realistically  will  have  to  allow 
for  varying  preferences  at  the  level  of 
popular  piety  and  for  specific  theological 
accents  on  the  part  of  the  two  churches.” 

The  four-year  dialogue  was  sponsored 
by  the  Catholic  Bishops’  Committee  for 
Ecumenical  and  Interreligious  Affairs 
and  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  concerns. 

Co-chairs  were  United  Methodist 
James  K.  Mathews  of  Washington  and 
Catholic  Bishop  James  W.  Malone  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio. 

In  Albany,  N.Y.,  historic  barriers 
between  Catholics  and  United  Methodists 
are  being  removed,  according  to  news 
sources  there,  as  lay  persons  talk  to  each 
other  about  their  faith. 

United  Methodist  lay  persons  and 
peers  from  the  Catholic  Albany  diocese 
had  a  series  of  four  “laity  dialogues.” 
Three  were  in  Catholic  settings  and  one 
at  a  United  Methodist  church. 

The  talks  were  part  of  a  year-long 
series  of  activities  titled  “Walking 
Together  Toward  Unity’’  jointly 
sponsored  by  the  Troy  Annual 
Conference  and  the  diocese. 

The  year-long  program  will  be 
climaxed  by  a  joint  service  of  celebration 
April  25  at  the  Cathedral  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception  in  Albany. 
Bishop  Howard  Hubbard  of  the  Albany 
Diocese  and  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  of 
United  Methodism’s  New  York  Area  will 
participate. 


were  given  a  false  hope  of  what  their 
ministry  can  be,”  he  said.  “This  year, 
there  won’t  be  any  special  offering.  So 
will  there  be  any  program?  It’s  like 
welfare;  it  doesn’t  require  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  develop  its  own  leadership  and 
strength  to  be  a  giver  of  mission.  So  they 
just  continue  as  a  recipient  of  mission.” 

‘Yoked’  churches  responsible 

Mr.  Kimbrough  said  the  most 
responsible  way  for  middle-class  and 
affluent  churches  to  help  weaker 
churches  in  the  inner  city  is  to  “yoke” 
with  them  and  conduct  joint  program¬ 
ming  which  utilizes  lots  of  volunteers 


mended  adding  statements  supporting 
the  rights  of  migrant  farm  workers,  the 
use  of  renewable  energy  resources  and 
putting  church  investments  in  co-ops  to 
support  family  farms. 

Consultation  participants  also  want  a 
focus  on  rural  issues  at  the  1984  General 
Conference  to  examine  the  industrializa¬ 
tion  of  rural  areas  and  implications  for 
congregational  development  and  other 
ministries. 

The  Rev.  Rene  0.  Bideaux,  basing  his 
comments  in  part  on  the  1980  General 
Conference  statements  affirming  the 
interdependence  of  rural  and,  urban 
dwellers,  said  rural  America  is  in  many 
ways  a  “missional  environment”  in 
which  a  stronger  church  presence  is 
needed. 

“Between  1970  and  1980,  small  towns 
and  open  countrysides  in  America  grew 
in  population  almost  twice  as  fast  as  did 
our  cities,”  said  the  head  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
National  Division. 

Troubles  dispel  ‘idyllic’  ideas 

Mr.  Bideaux  characterized  com¬ 
munities  of  fewer  than  50,000  residents  as 


organic  unity  in  the  pattern  of  the  early 
church,  when  Christian  communities 
were  in  fellowship  with  each  other 
without  being  organized  in  one  bureau¬ 
cratic  structure. 

The  National  Council  study  was 
submitted  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  Faith  and  Order  Commission  at 
that  body’s  recent  meeting  in  Lima,  Peru. 
It  was  done  at  the  request  of  the  World 
Council’s  Fifth  Assembly  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya,  in  1975,  which  had  asked 
Christian  bodies  to  make  a  “careful 
study  and  evaluation”  of  the  concept  of 
conciliar  fellowship. 

Drawn  up  by  consensus  of  the  NCC 
commission’s  50  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic,  and  Orthodox  members,  the 
document  calls  for  conciliar  fellowship  in 
the  form  of  “visible  unity  in  one  faith."  It 
describes  a  body  of  Christians  “fully 
united  in  sacramental  fellowship”  but 
maintaining  denominational  identities. 

“When  it  is  clear  that  Christians 
profess  the  same  faith,  there  is  room  for 
different  visible  expressions  of  that 
faith,”  the  study  says.  At  the  same  time, 
it  says  that  “even  as  the  churches 
maintain  and  develop  their  particular 
traditions  or  heritages,  they  will  require 
recognized  organs  of  regular  periodic 


‘Man  of  God’ 

The  Rev.  Julian  C.  McPheeters,  92, 
a  United  Methodist,  recently  won  the 
first  “Man  of  God”  award  from 
Religion  in  Media  (Religious  Radio- 
Television-Film  Association  of 
Southern  California). 

This  year,  Mr.  McPheeters  is  to 
celebrate  74  years  as  an  ordained 
minister. 

Asked  what  he  has  learned  from 
life,  Dr.  McPheeters  replied,  “Keep 
the  vertical  and  the  horizontal  in  bal¬ 
ance  —  your  relationship  with  God 
and  your  relationship  with  your  fellow 
man  at  the  place  of  greatest  need.” 

Dr.  McPheeters,  president 
emeritus  of  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  was 
honored  in  February  at  RIM’s  fifth 
^  annual  “Angel”  awards.  He  has 


from  all  the  churches  involved. 

Last  summer,  annual  conference 
workers  enlisted  that  kind  of  commit¬ 
ment  from  only  two  or  three  congre¬ 
gations.  Nonetheless,  Ms.  Tinsley  said, 
that  “yoking”  was  a  big  step  beyond  the 
previous  situation  and  she  continues  to 
try  to  persuade  suburban  congregations 
to  become  directly  involved. 

On  the  ecumenical  level  here,  how¬ 
ever,  “yoking”  has  been  very  successful. 
Twenty-four  clusters  —  each  with  four 
congregations  —  were  formed  last 
summer  in  response  to  the  crisis.  Each 
cluster  entered  into  a  partnership  with 
the  tenants’  council  of  a  public  housing 


having  inadequate  medical  services, 
non-existent  public  transportation,  poor 
education,  sub-standard  housing, 
unemployment  and  underemployment 
significantly  higher  than  national 
averages.  He  said  that  44  percent  of  the 
nation’s  older  adults  and  60  percent  of 
ethnic  minority  persons  with  “low  in¬ 
comes”  live  in  these  areas. 

“There  are  many  signs  that  this  part  of 
America  has  a  growing  sense  of  dis¬ 
illusionment  and  spiritual  demise  in  the 
face  of  a  declining  economic  base,”  Mr. 
Bideaux  said  in  his  first  public  address 
since  taking  the  top  National  Division 
spot  last  year. 

Mr.  Bideaux  emphasized  quality  of  life 
on  the  family  farm  and  of  the  personal 
pride  found  in  communities  where  land- 
owners  live  on  and  work  their  own  land. 
He  said  he  has  known  responsible 
corporate  owners  of  farm  land  but  added 
that  owners  living  on  their  property  and 
participating  in  community  life  have  a 
more  acute  awareness  of  the  need  for 
good  public  schools,  health  and  social 
services.  They  also  are  more  likely  to 
become  involved  in  local  projects  to 


communion,  consultation  and  communi¬ 
cation  to  express  and  renew  the  unity  of 
the  church  and  to  enable  common 
action.” 

Churches  in  the  United  States  are  a 
“natural  laboratory  for  conciliar  fellow¬ 
ship  and  for  testing  the  conditions  of  a 
universal  council,”  the  study  say^. 

One  group  in  the  United  States  that  is 
working  for  a  merger  while  advocating 
conciliar  fellowship  is  the  10-body  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  ( COCU ). 

In  1977,  that  group  held  a  consultation 
that  defined  conciliar  fellowship  as  “the 
actual,  visible  expression  of  church  unity 
in  each  place,  at  every  level,  without 
divisions,  with  membership,  ministries 
and  worship  of  all  local  churches  fully 
recognized  with  all  their  diversities  so 
long  as  these  are  in  accord  with  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Asked  how  the  COCU  plan  for  merger 
compares  with  the  National  Council 
concept,  Brother  Gros  said,  “COCU  is  a 
very  provincial,  modest  kind  of  a  thing 
...  It  is  not  a  very  comprehensive  union 
of  churches.”  He  pointed  out  that  no 
Lutheran  bodies  are  involved  in  COCU, 
and  commented  that  the  National 
Council  model  involves  a  universal  fel¬ 
lowship  broader  than  the  COCU  plan. 


served  in  evangelism  crusades 
throughout  the  world.  In  September, 
1979,  he  completed  one  million  miles 
of  world  travel  during  22  years.  He 
has  written  20  books,  hundreds  of 
magazine  articles. 

Teenager  wrii 
Fair  lyrics 
The  official 
theme  song  for 
the  World’s  Fair 
has  been  com¬ 
posed  by  a  17- 
year-old  United 
Methodist  musi¬ 
cian.  John 
Kelley,  a  high 
school  senior, 
wrote  the  win¬ 
ning  song  during  John  Kelley 
a  contest  sponsored  by  the  Knoxville 


project,  providing  programs  for  children 
and  even  starting  some  projects  aimed  at 
breaking  the  welfare  cycle  for  their 
parents. 

Although  the  congregations  pledged 
themselves  to  work  only  through  the 
summer,  all  24  clusters  still  are 
operating,  said  Mr.  Bevis,  coordinator  of 
the  clusters  which  include  several  United 
Methodist  churches.  (Cascade  UMC  is  in 
the  pioneer  cluster  that  is  the  model  for 
the  others). 

“Not  a  single  neighborhood  has  asked 
us  to  leave,”  Mr.  Bevis  said.  “Most  want 
more  help.  Only  one  congregation  has 
pulled  out.” 


support  these  elements  of  a  good  quality 
of  life,  he  said. 

Another  purpose  was  for  the  meeting  to 
be  a  springboard  for  eliminating  the  dif¬ 
ferences  and  even  distrust  with  which 
urban  and  rural  and  small  town  United 
Methodists  sometimes  regard  each 
other. 

“For  a  while,  when  I  saw  the  agenda 
for  this  meeting,  I  thought  it  was  a  smoke 
screen  to  change  the  (general  church’s) 
priorities,  that  the  rural  issues  were 
being  raised  to  distract  from  the 
problems  of  urban  and  ethnic 
ministries,”  said  the  Rev.  Tony  Ubalde, 
a  member  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Asian  American  United  Methodists. 

Urban  interest  roused 

Chosen  because  he  is  a  member  of  the 
UMC’s  Urban  Network,  Dr.  Ubalde 
describes  himself  as  “purely  urban.” 

As  consultation  speakers  discussed  the 
problems  of  men  and  women  in  rural 
areas  and  small  towns,  he  said  he  began 
to  see  that  families  outside  metropolitan 
areas  share  many  of  the  struggles  of 
inner  city  residents  and  ethnic  minority 
persons,  such  as  the  lack  of  social  and 
health  services  where  they  live,  expenses 
higher  than  incomes  and  little  control 
over  their  economic  situations. 

By  the  close  of  the  consultation,  how¬ 
ever,  he  applauded  its  recommendations 
and  promised  to  begin  "sensitizing”  the 
300  members  of  his  Florin  UMC  in 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  to  rural  issues. 

4 Crash  course 9 
swapped  for 
calendars 

SUSANVILLE,  Calif.  -  United 
Methodists  got  a  bit  of  a  surprise  when 
they  ordered  program  calendars  from 
Nashville  recently  and  instead  received 
a  “Collision  Estimating  Guide”  for 
Buick,  Cadillac,  Oldsmobile  and  Pontiac 
Cars,  according  to  the  Califomia-Nevada 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

The  Rev.  Carl  Schwarzenberg 
speculated  that  perhaps  someone 
thought  the  church  is  on  a  collision 
course  with  inflation.  Or,  that  any  church 
that  needs  a  program  calendar  as  much 
as  Susan ville  UMC  does  to  keep  its  busy 
schedule  sorted  out,  is  headed  for  a 
collision  course  with  time. 

At  any  rate,  the  books  make 
interesting  reading,  Mr.  Schwarzenberg 
said.  One  can  discover  how  much  the 
bezel  for  the  right  rear  tail  lamp  on  a  1982 
Cadillac  costs  the  healer  (misprint- 
dealer).  “It  is  $42,  for  all  you  trivia 
fans.” 


mayor’s  office  and  a  local  music  shop, 
according  to  a  story  in  the  Holston 
conference  UMR  edition. 

Mr.  Kelley,  a  member  of  Emerald 
Avenue  UMC,  Knoxville,  is  a  “won¬ 
derful  baritone  soloist”  and  pianist  at 
his  church.  An  outstanding  student,  he 
has  been  offered  several  music 
scholarships  and  plans  to  attend 
college  this  fall,  the  Rev.  Edwin 
Carter,  his  pastor,  said. 

The  song,  titled  “To  Turn  the 
World,”  was  judged  the  best  by 
popular  musician  Ray  Stevens. 
Drawing  on  the  World’s  Fair  theme  — 
“Energy  Turns  the  World”  —  the  song 
speaks  of  sharing  technology  so 
everyone  can  have  a  better  life,  said 
his  pastor. 

“It  is  a  lilting  tune,  with  a  modern, 
upbeat  flavor,”  Mr.  Carter  said. 


Farm  troubles  affect 
daily  bread  of  rural, 
urban  UMC  members 


‘Superchurch’  idea  claimed  dead 


UM- Catholic  talks  agree 
on  eucharist  meaning 


This  idyllic  scene  of  white  gulls  following  a  tractor  sowing  a  field  is  the  image  held  by  many  of  the  tranquil  life  down  on  the 
farm,  a  myth  quickly  shattered  by  speakers  at  the  recent  United  Methodist-sponsored  “Consultation  on  Rural  Issues.”  They  told 
of  thousands  of  farmers  a  year  forced  off  their  land  by  federal  loan  foreclosures  and  other  economic  trials,  of  millions  of  acres  a 
year  of  prime  agricultural  land  sold  for  non-food  production  uses.  religious  news  service  photo 


People  in  the  news. . . 


Angel  award  to 
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Reluctant  pilgrim  becomes  believer 

Shared  experiences  can  overcome  ancient  hostilities 


EDITORS  NOTE:  The  Reporter’s 
editor,  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  was  one 
of  approximately  1000  persons  from  26 
countries  who  accepted  invitations  from 
Israel’s  Prime  Minister,  Menachem 
Begin,  to  attend  a  Conference  on 
Tourism  there  last  month.  Toward  the 
end  of  the  conference,  the  Egyptian 
delegation  unexpectedly  invited  a  group 
of  40  participants  to  extend  their  visit  to 
include  a  weekend  trip  to  Cairo  — 
thereby  illustrating  in  practical  terms  the 
commitment  of  both  the  Egyptian  and 
Israeli  governments  to  move  forward  in 
the  search  for  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 
Following  is  Mr.  Dunnam ’s  report  about 
those  experiences. 

By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

I  embarked  for  the  Promised  Land  as  a 
reluctant  pilgrim,  not  at  all  certain  that  I 
had  any  good  reason  to  attend  a 
government-sponsored  “tourism 
conference.”  I  returned  home  10  days 
later  a  believer  —  not  so  much  in  the 
commercial  end  of  “tourism,”  or  even  in 
the  mystical  power  that  the  Holy  Land 
seems  to  have  over  people.  Rather,  after 
witnessing  the  sight  of  former  bitter 
enemies  sharing  their  homelands  with 
one  another  as  new-found  friends,  I 
returned  home  convinced  as  never 
before  that  the  creation  of  such  shared 
experiences  between  persons  of  different 
nations,  religions  and  cultures  is 
essential  if  peace  is  ever  to  become  a 
reality  throughout  the  Middle  East.  And 
tourist  travel  probably  is  the  one  most 
practical  way  for  most  individuals, 
including  Americans,  to  participate  in 
that  process. 

When  the  invitation  to  attend  the 
conference  came  a  month  previously, 
and  I  learned  that  it  was  to  be  composed 
of  travel  agents,  Christian  and  Jewish 
leaders  and  tour  hosts,  and  a  sprinkling 
of  journalists,  I  responded  with  a 
tentative  “yes,”  even  as  much  within  me 
said  “no.”  I  wondered  what  of  value  to 
me  or  to  the  Reporter’s  readers  could 
possibly  come  from  my  becoming  part  of 
such  a  motley  group  obviously 
assembled  in  the  hope  of  stimulating 
travel  to  Israel. 

Added  to  that,  Idiad  misgivings  about 
accepting  a  “free  trip”  —  something  I’d 
always  resisted  before  —  despite 
immediate,  up-front  assurances  that 
there  were  “no  strings  attached.” 

Then  there  was  the  matter  of  “the  Holy 
Land”  (see  related  article  on  page  2  of 
this  issue).  For  as  long  as  I  can 
remember,  I  have  been  privately  turned 
off  by  that  descriptive  designation,  and  by 
many  of  the  stories  I  have  heard  told  by 
persons  who  have  been  there. 

While  I  could  not  properly  be  called 
“pro-Arab,”  neither  could  I  be  called  an 
unqualified  supporter  of  Israel  in  the 
manner  some  fundamentalist  Christians 
are.  I  certainly  support  the  right  of  Israel 


to  exist  as  an  internationally  recognized, 
independent  nation  with  secure  borders. 
But  I  also  see  validity  in  the  Palestinian 
Arabs’  yearning  for  a  homeland.  Hence,  I 
found  it  hard  to  conceal  my  discomfort 
with  what  has  appeared  to  me  to  be  an 
overly  militaristic  stance  on  the  part  of 
Israel’s  leaders  much  of  the  time. 

With  these  attitudes  in  place  as  my 
sojourn  began,  I  probably  offered  a 
greater  challenge  than  those  who  invited 
me  realized. 

But  then,  the  Israelis  do  know  their 
product.  During  the  plane  ride  from  New 
York  to  Tel  Aviv,  even  the  most 
hardened  skeptic  would  have  to 
acknowledge  sensing  an  unusual  esprit 
d’corps  among  passengers  on  the  El  A1 
747.  When  large  numbers  of  the 
passengers  burst  spontaneously  into 
singing  “Hevenu  Shalom  Aleichem,”  an 
Israeli  song  roughly  translated  “May 
blessings  be  upon  you,”  a  new  under¬ 
standing  of  the  emotional  overtones  the 
term  “homeland”  has  for  most  Jews,  as 
applied  to  Israel,  began  to  unfold  for  me. 

The  “Prime  Minister’s  Conference” 
turned  out  to  be  both  a  bold  and 
masterful  stroke  on  the  part  of  the  Israeli 
government  and  tourism-related 
businesses  to  “sell  Israel”  to  persons 
perceived  to  be  in  a  position,  in  turn,  to 
influence  others.  It  involved  a  round-trip 
air  ticket,  free  accommodations  in  a 
deluxe  hotel  in  Tel  Aviv,  two  days  of 
sight-seeing,  and  two  days  of  meetings. 

Our  obligation  as  participants  was 
mainly  that  of  listening  and  reacting  to 
the  conference  speakers,  consuming  an 
array  of  sumptuous  feasts  provided 
primarily  by  Israeli  banks  and  hotels, 
and  offering  suggestions  as  to  how  most 
effectively  to  promote  the  new  image  of 
Israel  as  “The  Miracle  on  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean”  in  our  home  countries,  such  that 
persons  there  would  want  to  visit  Israel. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  American 
churches  could  learn  a  thing  or  two  from 
the  Israelis’  direct,  unapologetic 
promotion  of  their  own  interests,  and  the 
skillful  way  in  which  they  sought  to  match 
those  interests  with  the  widely  varied 
interests  of  persons  participating  in  the 
conference. 

The  unifying  theme 

If  any  unifying  theme  emerged  during 
the  conference,  it  was  that  tourism 
promotes  understanding  between  people. 
This  theme  was  sounded  at  the  outset  by 
the  Israeli  Minister  of  Tourism,  Avraham 
Sharir.  And  it  arose  in  a  variety  of 
contexts  throughout  the  conference,  such 
as  the  observation  by  a  Southern  Baptist 
participant  that  “I’ve  just  realized  that  I 
know  and  relate  much  more  closely  with 
Jews  here  in  Israel  than  in  the  own  home¬ 
town,  which  suggests  to  me  that 
Christians  and  Jews  in  the  U.S.  ought  to 
consider  developing  joint  travel  plans  for 


at  least  a  portion  of  our  trips  to  Israel,  and 
thereby  increase  our  understanding  of  one 
another.” 

In  many  respects,  the  chief  focus  of 
attention  during  the  conference  turned 
out  to  be  the  Egyptian  participants.  At 
the  opening  session  of  the  conference  in 
Jerusalem,  the  most  animated  and 
sustained  applause  occurred  when  the 
Egyptian  delegation  was  introduced. 

‘Best  tourism  product  is  peace* 

When  the  head  of  the  Egyptian 
delegation,  Mr.  Bahia  e-Din  Nasr, 
addressed  the  conference  the  next  day, 
he  drew  sustained  applause  by  declaring 
that  “the  best  tourism  product  is  peace,” 
and  assuring  the  group  that  Egypt’s 
leaders  intend  to  move  forward  in 
building  peaceful  relations  with  Israel. 

As  if  to  emphasize  his  point,  Mr.  Nasr 
announced  that  Egyptian  personnel 
would  begin  almost  immediately  to 
work  side-by-side  Israeli  personnel  at 
tourist  installations  in  the  .occupied  Sinai 
area,  thereby  assuring  continued  efficien¬ 
cy  in  their  operations  when  Israel  with¬ 
draws  from  the  Sinai  on  April  25. 

Mr.  Nasr  also  expressed  the  hope  that 
greater  tourist  interchange  could  take 
place  between  Egypt  and  Israel,  and  that 
tourists  coming  from  overseas  to  one 
country  might  also  arrange  a  stopover  in 
the  other.  As  a  good  faith  gesture  on  the 
Egyptian  government’s  part,  Mr.  Nasr 
invited  up  to  40  of  the  conference’s 
participants  to  spend  the  weekend  at  the 
close  of  the  conference  in  Cairo, 
compliments  of  Nefertiti  airlines,  the 
Egyptian  government  and  two  travel 
agencies.  His  offer  evoked  an  immediate 
response  from  the  president  of  El  A1 
airlines,  Yitshak  Shander,  who  offered  to 
“add  our  wings  to  those  of  Nefertiti”  in 
order  to  encourage  increased  travel 
between  the  two  nations. 

This  exchange  created  an  atmosphere 
within  the  conference  which  was  positive 
and  infectious.  On  a  small  scale,  we  were 
witnessing  a  serious  effort  to  “wage 
peace.” 

The  travel  opportunities  we  were  pro¬ 
vided  illustrated  better  than  the  speeches 
how  travel  can  create  understanding  be¬ 
tween  people.  All  participants  were  pro¬ 
vided  one  day  of  guided  travel  to  the 
Christian,  Jewish  and  Moslem  holy  places 
in  Jerusalem,  and  the  opportunity  to  visit 
a  newly-opened  underground  museum  in 
memory  of  the  6  million  Jews  who  per¬ 
ished  in  the  Holocaust.  Regardless  of 
one’s  views  on  the  political  issues,  the  Is¬ 
raelis  offer  a  compelling  case  for  Jerusa¬ 
lem  remaining  an  undivided  city  where 
adherents  of  all  religious  faiths  are 
allowed  free  access  to  their  holy  sites, 
and  the  right  to  practice  their  faith  in  an 
atmosphere  Of  respect  and  tolerance. 

Additionally,  everyone  was  offered  the 
option  of  either  a  one-day  trip  to  the  Sea  of 


Galilee  in  the  Golan  Heights  area,  the 
tourist  resort  town  of  Eilat  on  the  Red  Sea, 
or  the  Dead  Sea  and  Herod’s  ancient 
mountain  fortress  at  Masada. 

Egypt:  An  inspiring  add-on 

In  many  respects,  our  unexpected  add¬ 
on  trip  to  Egypt  and  back  turned  what 
had  been  an  interesting  and  informative 
experience  into  an  inspiring  experience. 
There  were  41  of  us  who  ended  up  going, 
the  vast  majority  of  whom  were  Jews. 
The  small  number  of  us  who  were 
Christians  learned  something  of  what  it 
feels  like  to  be  in  a  minority. 

We  also  gained  valuable  insights  into 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  Jewish 
companions.  For  many  of  them,  the  trip 
to  Egypt  was  not  merely  a  chance  to  see 
the  pyramids,  the  Sphinx  and  the  Nile, 
but  it  was  itself  a  kind  of  religious 
pilgrimage.  As  we  climbed  to  the  center 
of  the  great  pyramid,-  for  example,  we 
were  reminded  that  their  ancient  Jewish 
ancestors  had  helped  to  build  those 
pyramids  —  as  slave  laborers  of  the 
Pharaoh.  Similar  feelings  were  sensed 
as  we  visited  the  lone  Jewish  synagogue  in 
Cairo  —  guarded  outside  by  Egyptian 
soldiers  —  at  the  beginning  of  the  Jewish 
Sabbath.  Likewise  as  we  visited  the  tomb 
of  former  President  Sadat,  the 
courageous  Arab  leader  who  broke 
centuries  of  tradition  in  the  Arab  world 
by  declaring  “no  more  war”  and  by 
entering  a  separate  peace  agreement 
with  Israel.  These  sites  were,  for  many  of 
them,  more  like  religious  shrines  than 
tourist  sites. 

An  evening  session  at  the  Shepherd’s 
Hotel  in  Cairo,  hosted  by  Egyptian  gov¬ 
ernment  representatives,  turned  into  a 
moving  experience  as  each  person  was 
allowed  to  express  his  feelings.  One  spoke 
with  gratitude  that  the  governments  of 
Israel  and  Egypt  had  reached  agreements 
such  that  their  common  border  is  now 
open,  and  people-to-people  exchange  is 
actually  being  encouraged. 

Another  said,  “I  never  thought  I  would 
live  to  see  the  day  when  I— a  Jew— would 
not  only  be  allowed  to  enter  an  Arab  coun¬ 
try  in  peace,  but  would  be  welcomed  and 
treated  as  an  honored  guest.”  Still  another 
said:  “I  feel  tonight  as  though  I’m  a  small 
part  of  an  historic  occasion  which  reveals 
beyond  any  doubt  the  intentions  of  our 
two  nations  to  carry  forward  the  search 
for  peace.” 

I  probably  learned  more  about  contem¬ 
porary  Jewish  attitudes  and  aspirations 
from  the  personal  conversations  which 
took  place  that  weekend  than  during  all 
the  previous  years  of  my  life  put  together. 

A  second  pilgrimage 

As  we  returned  from  Egypt  to  Israel,  I 
resolved  to  spend  my  remaining  day  on  a 
personal  pilgrimage,  walking  the  streets 
of  old  Jerusalem,  and  again  exploring 


MARCH  12, 1982 


JERUSALEM — The  old  walled  city  of  Jerusalem  encircles  sites  associated  with  the 
religious  heritage  of  Christian,  Jewish  and  Muslim  believers — sites  often  disputed 
between  them  across  the  centuries.  Travelers  here  from  these  groups  today,  however, 
have  the  opportunity  to  serve  as  ambassadors  of  peace. 
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the  sites  which  are  associated  by  tradi¬ 
tion  with  my  own  heritage  as  a  Christian. 

Unlike  many  participants  at  the  Prime 
Minister’s  conference,  I  could  not  in 
conscience  pledge  “to  do  all  in  my 
power”  to  increase  the  number  of 
tourists  going  to  Israel.  Nor  can  I  say 
now,  any  more  than  when  I  went,  that  I 
approve  what  often  seems  to  be  an 
intransigent,  militaristic  attitude  on  the 
part  of  Israel’s  political  leaders.  But 
neither,  I  discovered,  do  many  of  Israel’s 
citizens.  And  they  can  —  and  do  —  freely 
express  their  views  without  fear  of  puni¬ 
tive  action  being  taken  against  them. 

I  discovered  that  I  can  identify  more 
readily  with  “Israel,  the  Miracle  of  the 
Mediterranean”  than  with  “the  Holy 
Land.”  Even  with  all  its  unresolved 
problems,  Israel  is  indeed  a  modern 
^miracle  .  .  .  whether  viewed  from  the 
standpoint  of  its  finally  having  emerged 
as  the  long  promised  and  denied 
homeland  for  the  Jewish  people,  from  its 
prolific  production  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  in  arid  soil,  or  its  sheer  ability 


to  survive  when  —  until  recently  —  it  was 
totally  surrounded  by  hostile  states 
committed  to  its  destruction.  And  the 
peace  agreement  between  Egypt  and 
Israel,  with  the  full  participation  of  the 
United  States,  is  itself  a  miracle. 

To  my  surprise,  I  discovered  when 
viewing  Israel  in  this  broader  group  of 
contexts  that  I  was  able  also  to  develop  a 
greater  appreciation  for  the  tremendous 
richness  of  the  religious  symbolism  that  is 
grounded  there. 

Persons  who  always  have  yearned  to 
make  a  religious  pilgrimage  to  “the  Holy 
Land”  doubtless  will,  and  should,  do  so. 
Persons  who,  like  me,  find  great 
educational  value  in  travel,  but  who  have 
until  now  purposely  avoided  traveling  to 
Israel,  probably  owe  it  to  themselves  to 
rethink  their  position.  There  is  much  of 
both  historical  and  contemporary  value  to 
be  learned.  There  is  much  more  in  both 
Israel  and  Egypt  to  appreciate  than  my 
brief  stay  afforded.  I  plan  to  go  again  as 
an  unreluctant  pilgrim,  and  to  take  my 
family. 


MASADA,  Israel — Herod’s  ancient  mountain  fortress  of  Masada  towers  over  the 
Dead  Sea  and  the  remains  of  a  first-century  Roman  army  encampment.  Masada  is  the 
site  where  1,000  Jewish  zealots  died  at  their  own  hands  in  73  a.d.  rather  than  allow  them¬ 
selves  to  be  conquered  by  an  overwhelming  Roman  force  of  15,000  men. 
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At  unprecedented  meeting 

Oklahoma  Indian  leaders  air  problems 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  The  1980  General 
Conference  directed  United  Methodist 
boards  and  agencies  to  give  special 
attention  to  the  needs  of  Native 
American  congregations  to  compensate 
for  years  of  neglect.  However,  the 
resultant  onslaught  of  agency  programs 
in  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference  has  created  problems,  both 
in  communications  and  coordination. 

In  a  unique,  high-level  emergency 
meeting  here  last  week  OIMC  leaders 
complained  of  four  things:  (1)  they’re 
inundated  with  programs,  several  of 
which  overlap  one  general  agency  with 
another;  (2)  programs  are  often 
imposed  from  outside  rather  than 
developing  from  within  the  conference; 
(3)  programs  which  are  implemented 
are  not  meeting  the  specific  needs  of  the 
conference,  and;  (4)  their  own 
conference  agencies  are  not  encouraged 
to  initiate  and  maintain  programs. 

The  highest  possible  programmatic 
audience  was  present  to  hear  their 
complaints.  With  the  exception  of  Havi- 
land  Houston  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  who  got  stopped  en 
route  by  a  snowstorm,  all  six  program 
board  general  secretaries  were  present. 
The  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  said  this 
was  the  first  time  the  entire  program¬ 
matic  hierarchy  of  the  UMC  had  met 
simultaneously  with  any  one  conference. 

“I  think  we  have  set  before  the  general 
church  the  needs  and  problems  of  our 
people;  I  don’t  think  we  have  to  do  that 
anymore.  Now  we  should  be 
concentrating  on  making  our  programs 
work  —  period,”  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Roughface,  ministerial  recruiter  for 
OIMC,  said. 

The  Rev.  David  Adair,  OIMC  secretary 
and  treasurer,  said,  “Instead  of  the 
general  agencies  running  down  here  with 
a  ready-made  program,  I  still  think  the 
best  way  to  get  our  conference  going  is  to 
train  our  people  to  really  run  these 
(conference)  boards  and  agencies.”  He 
lamented  that  conference  agencies  have 
been  practically  non-existent  and 
national  agencies  have  seemed  more 
interested  in  starting  a  program  of  their 
own  than  encouraging  conference- 
initiated  projects. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt,  who 
presides  over  both  the  OIMC  and  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference,  said  he 
requested  the  meeting  because  Native 
American  leaders  are  eager  for  the 
OIMC  to  assume  full  operational 
responsibilities  without  excessive 
dependence  on  general  agencies. 
Conference  members  agreed  and  asked 


national  board  representatives  here  for 
more  help  in  training  their  leaders. 

OIMC  members  cited  stewardship 
programs  as  an  illustration  of  their 
problem  with  the  agencies.  According  to 
conference  leaders,  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  both  initiated  stewardship 
programs  at  the  same  time  the 
conference  was  trying  to  get  its  own 
program  off  the  ground.  None  have  been 
overwhelmingly  successful,  OIMC 
members  said,  adding  that  agencies 
have  been  too  quick  to  start  programs 
without  consulting  with  OIMC  leaders. 

“Our  people  have  always  believed  in  a 
Supreme  Being  and  are  very  worship- 
oriented,”  said  Lois  Keeler,  OIMC 
diaconal  minister.  “The  problem  now  is 
that  we  have  not  yet  discovered  the  role 
of  the  church  beyond  worship,  especially 
at  the  annual  conference  level.  It  is  new 
to  us  and  that’s  where  we  need  general 
agency  leadership.” 

The  unique  character  of  the  OIMC, 
conference  members  said,  stems  back  to 
its  origin  as  a  Methodist  Mission  in  the 
1830s  after  Native  Americans  in  the 
Southeastern  United  States  were  forced 
by  the  government  to  relocate  in  the 
Oklahoma  territory.  As  the  Indian 
Mission  Conference  until  1906,  Methodist 
work  sprouted  new  churches, 
educational  advancement  and 
evangelism.  With  the  migration  of  Anglo 
settlers,  the  Native  American  effort 
deteriorated,  and  in  1918  a  separate 
entity  —  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Mission 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  The  Coalition  for 
Better  Television,  headed  by  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  targeted  the  NBC 
television  network,  and  its  parent 
organization,  RCA,  in  a  nationwide 
boycott  announced  here  March  4. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon  called  on 
“those  who  share  our  concern”  to  take 
three  specif ic  steps :  (1)  stop  purchasing 
any  electronic  equipment  made  by  RCA ; 
(2)  stop  doing  business  with  companies 
owned  by  RCA/NBC;  and  (3)  refuse  to 
watch  or  list  any  NBC  programs  if  asked 
by  any  research  company  to  keep  a  TV 
viewing  diary. 

Mr.  Wildmon  told  the  Reporter  he  had 
not  heard  from  RCA/NBC  officials 
following  the  boycott’s  start.  “And  I’ve 
not  even  had  any  correspondence  with 
them  since  last  fall.  After  that,  I  really 
gave  up;  I  saw  it  was  fruitless.” 


Conference  was  formed.  It  had  only 
district  status,  however. 

In  1972  it  became  a  missionary  confer¬ 
ence,  but  it  did  not  have  voting  delegates 
in  the  General  Conference  until  1980. 

Today  the  conference  comprises  115 
local  churches  in  Oklahoma,  Texas  and 
Kansas  with  some  8,500  members.  More 
than  30  different  tribes  are  represented 
among  its  members,  the  largest  groups 
being  Choctaw,  Creek,  Chickasaw  and 
Kiowa. 

Because  of  the  cultural  diversity  of  the 
conference,  the  Rev.  John  Lowe,  a 
district  superintendent,  suggested  on¬ 
site  visits  by  general  agency 
representatives  as  a  more  effective  way 
to  assess  needs.  “Our  people  are 
different,”  he  said.  “The  local  church  is 
the  arena  to  find  the  problems  and  see 
what  needs  to  be  done.” 

High  on  the  list  of  specific  concerns 
was  ministerial  recruitment.  Mr. 
Roughface  said  the  flow  of  funds  from 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Missional  priority  and  other  sources  has 
slowed.  Potential  seminary  candidates 
have  put  their. decisions  on  hold  until  they 
see  if  enough  scholarship  money  will  be 
available,  he  said. 

In  responding  to  the  Native  American 
concerns,  agency  executives  agreed  they 
should  help  develop  a  conference-level 
structure  to  be  a  stronger  link  between 
the  general  church  and  local  churches. 

The  Rev.  Woodie  White  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
suggested  a  “team  approach”  to  avoid 
overlap  of  efforts. 


In  a  prepared  statement  read  to  a 
press  conference  here,  Mr.  Wildmon 
listed  14  “requests”  which  RCA/NBC 
must  honor  before  he  will  suggest  that 
his  followers  resume  purchasing 
RCA/NBC  products.  He  wants  the 
network  and  its  conglomerate  parent 
corporation  to  publicly  apologize  for 
what  Mr.  Wildmon  believes  is  anti- 
Christian  content  of  some  of  its 
programming.  He  also  wants  advertising 
for  all  feminine  personal  hygiene  products 
withdrawn  from  NBC,  wants  profanity 
stopped  on  NBC,  and  wants  use  of  illegal 
drugs  downplayed  “and  always 
presented  in  a  negative,  non-approved 
manner.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  claims  1,800  members  in 
his  coalition.  Of  those,  he  told  the 
Reporter,  some  1,400  are  either  local 
churches  or  are  women’s  organizations 
in  local  churches.  Of  the  total  1,800,  some 
500  are  United  Methodist,  he  added. 
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Dillard  University’s  Nursing  Program 


Church  Growth  Behind  Population 


Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley  to  Deliver 
Jones-Cadwallader  Lectures 


relationship  between  the  40  churches 
started  since  he  was  licensed  to  preach 
and  the  present  membership  of  the 
Conference  —  the  present  membership  of 
those  churches  is  100,000  and  the 
membership  of  those  conferences  before 
the  merger  was  38,000  when  he  was 
licensed  to  preach. 

Bishop  Shamblin  said  John  Wesley 
went  where  the  people  were  and  the 
modern  church  must  do  the  same. 

“Wesley  went  where  people  were.  That 
was  the  reason  that  Methodism  had  such 
tremendous  growth  and  development,” 
said  the  bishop. 

The  bishop  also  challenged  that  if 
modern  United  Methodists  are  not  alive 
to  the  same  spirit  Wesley  had,  United 
Methodists  will  not  continue  to  be  the 
same  people. 

“We  can’t  wait  until  the  houses  are  all 
built  to  start  a  church,”  he  said.  “Right 
now  is  the  time  that  Methodists  need  to 
be  busy  buying  land  for  new  churches.” 

The  bishop  also  pointed  out  four  great 
accomplishments  the  United  Methodists 
of  the  state  have  undertaken  during  the 
past  six  years. 

One  accomplishment  is  facing  the 
crisis  at  Centenary  College  and  helping 
place  it  on  a  firm  footing  so  that  the 
budget  has  been  balanced  for  the  past 
five  years  and  the  expended  endowment 
funds  replaced. 

Another  accomplishment  was  the 
pension  Capital  Funds  program.  It  has 
produced  the  sort  of  funds  which  have 
made  possible  the  conference  to  enter  the 
new  general  church  program  in  an 
outstanding  way. 

The  conference  offices  have  been 
moved  to  a  central  location  and  a  new 
area  headquarters  building  is  almost 
completed  at  a  cost  of  more  than  one  and 
a  half  million  dollars.  Only  a  small 
balance  will  be  owed  when  the  new 
facility  is  completed. 

The  fourth  accomplishment  the  bishop 
listed  was  the  new  television  satellite 
network  with  over  50  downlinks.  The 
system  will  enable  the  conference  to  be 
in  the  forefront  of  a  new  and  exciting 
opportunity. 


Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley  of  the  Denver 
Area  is  to  be  the  1982  Jones-Cadwallader 
lecturer. 

All  ministers  and  their  spouses  are 
invited  to  attend  the  series  to  be  held  at 
the  Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans. 

The  series  will  be  held  March  28  and  29 
with  a  luncheon  at  noon  Monday  at  the 
church. 

Those  attending  are  asked  to  return 
reservation  cards  that  will  be  enclosed  in 
invitation.  \ 

Wheatley  will  speak  twice  March  28.  At 
the  10:50  a.m.  service,  “Riding  Our 
Gurneys  Gracefully”  will  be  the  subject 
of  the  sermon.  “Getting  Hurt  Without 
Getting  Hard”  will  be  the  subject  of  the 


7:30  lecture. 

The  first  lecture  Monday,  set  for  10:30 
a.m.  will  be  “Living  Out  of  the  Garden 
for  Good.”  The  7:30  p.m.  lecture  will  be 
“Loving  Enough  to  Leave  Alone.” 

A  native  of  Lewisville,  Penn., 
Wheatley  was  elected  to  the  Episcopacy 
in  1972.  Prior  to  his  election,  he  served  as 
pqstor  to  churches  in  Fresno,  Modesto, 
Stockton  and  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Aside  from  his  pastoral  duties, 
Wheatley  has  taught  at  the  University  of 
the  Pacific  University  of  Southern 
California  School  of  Religion  and 
Claremont  and  Iliff  schools  of  Theology. 

He  previously  presented  the 
Cadwallader  Lectures  in  La  Jolla,  Calf, 
in  1977  and  the  St.  Luke’s  Lecture  Series 


in  Houston. 


Wheatley’s  publications  include 
“Going  His  Way,"  “Our  Man  and  the 
Church,”  “The  Power  of  Worship” 
“Family  Ministries”  and  “Christmas  is 
for  Celebrating.”  He  has  also  written 
articles  for  several  magazines. 

Wheatley  has  been  educated  at  The 
American  University  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  Drew  University  in  New  Jersey  and 
holds  honors  from  the  University  of  the 
Pacific  and  American  University. 

He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  the 
General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  and  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 


Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  said 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  have  grown 
400  in  number  over  the  last  12  years,  but 
the  population  of  the  state  has  increased 
by  15  percent. 

Bishop  Shamblin  explained  this  at  a 
series  of  nine  Church  Extension  banquets 
that  were  attended  by  well  over  1,000 
people. 

Joining  Bishop  Shamblin  in  speaking 
were  Dr.  L.  Ray  Braton,  the  Rev.  J.  P. 
Woodland  and  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway. 

“In  1970,”  Bishop  Shamblin  said, 
“there  were  137,200  United  Methodists  in 
the  state.  In  1982,  there  are  137,600,  and 
we  have  grown  400  members  in  twelve 
years.” 

“But,”  he  countered,  “at  the  same 
time,  the  population  of  the  state  has 
increased  more  than  15  percent  —  from 
3,643,180  in  1970  to  4,205,900.” 

The  bishop  also  pointed  out  that  every 
study  shows  that  the  next  ten  years  will 
have  an  even  greater  growth  margin 
than  in  the  past. 

Quoting  statistitian  Lyle  Shaller,  the 
bishop  said  60  to  80  percent  of  all  people 
who  join  a  new  church  were  not  active  in 
any  church  at  the  time  they  joined.  He 
said  churches  and  church  school  classes 
reach  a  saturation  point  where  they  get 
frozen  and  new  people  are  not 
assimilated  into  existing  churches. 
Areas  of  great  population  growth  need 
new  churches  to  provide  opportunities 
and  leadership  for  new  members. 

Woodland,  speaking  on  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  growth  in  the  church,  cited  the 
1950s  and  1960s  as  a  period  when  the 
church  made  strides  in  extension.  He 
also  said  the  past  decade  was  one  when 
the  church  turned  to  matters  other  than 
church  extension. 

Using  his  experience  as  the  first 
minister  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  -Woodland  spoke  about  the 
radical  population  shifts  in  the  area. 

“The  Baton  Rouge  area  is  supposed  to 
increase  by  100,000  persons  in  the  next 
ten  years,”  he  said.  "That  should  mean 
15,000  new  United  Methodists,  and  that 
would  be  enough  to  form  five  new 
churches  the  size  of  Broadmoor.” 

Caraway  pointed  out  the  direct 


Over  1000  persons  attended  the  nine  church  extension  banquets  held  throughout  the 
state.  Speakers  for  the  banquets  included  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Dr.  J.  J. 
Caraway,  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Woodland  and  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton. 


The  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  right,  superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
District,  presented  a  three-year  pledge  to  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  director  df  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  at  the  Church  Extension  banquet  in  Baton  Rouge. 
M.  E.  Taylor,  director  for  the  Bob  Lay  1000  Club  for  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
District,  looks  on. 


Around  the  Conference 


Flude  to  Speak  At  Series 

Dr.  David  Flude  will  be  the  guest  speaker  for  a  series  of  three 
preachings  at  the  North  Baton  Rouge  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  series  will  begin  March  21  at  6:30  p.m.  .  .  .  and  will 
continue  on  the  following  two  evenings. 

Flude  is  a  former  staff  member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  from  1970  to  1978  as  Executive  Secretary  for 
Interpretation  for  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  He  is 
widely  known  as  a  mission  leader  and  interpreter. 

The  series  corresponds  with  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
District  Mission  Event. 

North  Baton  Rouge  Church  is  located  at  4260  Evangeline 
Street. 


January  Study  Week 
Held  at  Centenary 


Twenty-one  United  Methodist  clergy  and  one  Episcopal 
clergy  spent  a  most  stimulating  week  at  Centenary  College 
recently. 

The  week  was  the  January  Study  Week. 

The  participants  were  challenged  by  Dr.  Clarence  Snelling 
and  Dr.  John  Rogers.  In  addition  to  the  class  time,  the  clergy 
participated  in  an  afternoon  seminar  and  an  evening 
communion  service. 

Each  person  received  two  continuing  education  units. 

The  week  was  coordinated  by  the  Rev.  Don  McDowell, 
director  of  church  relations. 


Parsonettes  Set 
Retreat  At  Istrouma 

“Parsonettes”  from  the  two  New  Orleans  districts  and  the 
two  Baton  Rouge  districts  will  hold  a  “retreat”  at  Camp 
Istrouma  from  6  p.m.  April  16  to  1  p.m.  April  17. 

All  minister’s  wives  from  any  district  are  invited  to  attend. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  retreat  will  be  Marian  Wood.  A 
psychiatric  social  worker  from  Baton  Rouge,  Wood  will  lead 
discussions  on  topics  including  “Coping  with  Stress”  and 
“Communication  Skills.” 

Other  persons  giving  leadership  for  activities  will  include 
Margaret  St.  Amant,  Gwen  Walker,  Louise  Sewell,  Joan  Potter, 
May  Calvin,  Jackie  Morgan  and  Madeline  Woodland. 

Total  cost  for  the  retreat  will  be  $8  per  person. 

Reservations  should  be  sent  to  Alice  Stovall,  9320  West  Van 
Place,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  70815. 

Deadline  for  applications  is  April  2. 

Participants  should  bring  sheets,  pillow,  blanket  for  single 
bed,  Bible  and  casual  clothing. 


Receives  Maximum  Accreditation  Term 


Dillard  University’s  baccalaureate 
nursing  program  has  received  an  eight 
year  term  of  continuing  unconditional 
accreditation  by  the  National  League  for 
Nursing,  the  maximum  that  the  league 
grants  before  the  next  accreditation  visit 
is  required. 

The  announcement  was  made  by  Dr. 
Mary  McCarty,  secretary  to  the  Board  of 


Review  for  Baccalaureate  and  Higher 
Degree  Programs  of  the  National  League 
for  Nursing. 

National  accreditation  is  a  distinction 
that  Dillard’s  Division  of  Nursing  has 
enjoyed  without  disruption  since  1952. 
Dillard’s  nursing  program  was  the  first 
collegiate  program  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana  and  the  first  to  receive 


national  recognition. 

To  receive  national  accreditation,  the 
administration  and  faculty  of  the 
Division  of  Nursing  had  to  engage  in  a 
year’s  self-study  evaluation  that  began  in 
September  of  1980  and  continued  through 
August  1981. 

According  to  Betty  N.  Adams. 
“Schools  that  are  successful  in  receiving 


national  accreditation  are  regarded  as 
being  special,  ranking  high  in  faculty  and 
facilities  which  are  essential  to  providing 
their  students  and  graduates  a  quality 
program  of  study  in  preparation  for  the 
future." 

Dillard  offers  the  Bachelor  of  Science 
in  Nursing  degree. 


See  Centenary  Special  on  Page  6 
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Interchurch  witness  in  Somalia 
shows  Christian  unity  still  valid  goal 


Many  Christians  shudder  at  the  mere 
sound  of  such  words  as  “ecumenical”  or 
“interchurch.”  They  have  come  to  be 
associated  almost  exclusively  in  the 
popular  mind  with  controversial  actions 
of  one  Council  of  Churches  or  another,  or 
with  efforts  at  structural  merger  of 
existing  denominations. 

In  light  of  our  Lord’s  fervent  prayer 
that  all  His  followers  “may  be  one,”  it  is 
tragic  that  the  terms  most  closely 
identified  with  the  worldwide  cause  of 
Christian  unity  should  have  developed 
such  negative  associations.  This  fact  is 
even  more  regrettable  when  one 
considers  that  some  of  the  most  dramatic 
and  inspiring  forms  of  Christian  witness 
in  the  world  today  are  taking  place  in  an 
ecumenical  context. 

Take  for  example  the  way  Protestants 
and  Roman  Catholics  representing 
virtually  the  entire  spectrum  of  Christian 
tradition  in  the  United  States  have  pooled 
their  money  and  staffs  to  create  the 
"Interchurch  Response  to  the  Horn  of 
East  Africa”  (see  UMR,  Feb.  19,  Feb.  26 
and  March  5). 

Confronted  in  mid-1980  with  a  crisis  in 
refugee-laden  Somalia  so  enormous  “we 
knew  we  couldn’t  any  of  us  handle  it 
alone,”  leaders  of  Church  World  Service 
(the  relief  and  development  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  32 
member  communions),  Lutheran  World 
Relief  (representing  all  U.S.  Lutheran 
groups)  and  Catholic  Relief  Services 
joined  forces. 

This  extraordinary  decision  has 
demonstrated  that  Christians  can  work 
effectively  “as  one”  to  meet  a  situation 
of  urgent  human  need,  without  being 
distracted  by  doctrinal  differences,  and 
without  sacrificing  doctrinal  integrity. 

Why  support 
‘One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing’? 

The  remarkable  success  story 
presented  by  Managing  Editor  Sharon 
Mielke  during  the  past  weeks  regarding 
relief  work  with  refugees  in  Somalia  is 
the  best  reason  we  can  offer  why 
Christians  should  support  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  this  year  even  more  than 
before. 

United  Methodist  contributions  to  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  —  to  be  received 
this  year  on  Sunday,  March  21  —  go  directly 
to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  UMCOR,  in  turn,  provides  strong 
support  for  Church  World  Service  —  one 
of  three  major  Christian  groups  which 
are  cooperating  in  the  successful  relief 
and  development  work  in  Somalia . 

Ms.  Mielke’s  reports  dramatically 
illustrate  the  linkage  between  the 
millions  of  United  Methodists  who  make 
contributions,  however  large  or  small,  to 
this  annual  offering,  typically  received 
on  the  Fourth  Sunday  in  Lent,  and  the 
thousands  of  needy  persons  who  receive 
direct  benefits  from  them  in  such  places 
as  Somalia. 

It  is  tempting  to  look  at  a  job  well  done, 
like  progress  among  the  refugees  in 
Somalia,  and  assume  that  our 
responsibility  is  completed. 

That’s  not  true,  of  course.  Christians 
should  continue  to  support  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  and  similiar  Christian 
causes  because  the  need  for  such 
assistance  never  ends.  There  is  always  a 
new  crisis  involving  human  need  some¬ 
where,  and  the  church  needs  to  be  ready 
to  respond.  Those  of  us  not  afflicted  by  a 
lack  of  food  and  shelter  also  have  a 
continuing  need:  to  share  from  our 
abundance  with  those  who  are  less  richly 
blessed  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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What  has  Interchurch  Response  done? 

It  has  helped  focus  the  eyes  of  the 
world  onto  the  million  refugees  from 
Ethiopia  starving  in  wretched,  disease- 
ridden  camps  in  Somalia,  out  of  sight  and 
out  of  the  view  of  the  mass  media  for 
several  years  while  the  horrors  taking 
place  in  Southeast  Asia  grabbed  at  our 
hearts  and  minds. 

United  Nations’  officials  praise  the  role 
of  voluntary  agencies  like  Interchurch 
Response  for  focusing  world  attention 
and  resources  on  the  needs  of  Somalia  — 
which  was  already  the  world’s  eighth 
poorest  nation  before  being  staggered  by 
the  influx  of  so  many  refugees. 

Interchurch  has  looked  upon  the 
refugees  not  only  as  victims  of  a 
temporary  crisis,  but  as  children  of  God 
who  should  be  helped  to  experience 
human  dignity.  Hence,  it  is  one  of  the 
first  agencies  to  move  beyond  the 
traditional  “food  and  blankets”  disaster 
response  to  help  refugees  develop  a  future 
in  which  they  can  be  self-supporting. 

Projects  designed  to  develop  native 
expertise  in  such  basic  areas  as  agri¬ 
culture,  reforestation,  home  construc¬ 
tion,  medicine  and  midwifery,  well- 
drilling  and  irrigation,  reveal  the 
Interchurch  staff’s  vision  of  the  future 
for  the  refugees;  one  uniquely  suited  to 
Somalia’s  own  vision,  resources  and 
goals. 

Interchurch’s  leaders  have  not  only 
succeeded  in  coordinating  their  own  tri- 
agency  effort,  but  also  in  insisting  that 
all  the  varied  relief  groups  do  a  better  job 
of  coordinating  their  work  and 
minimizing  the  insidious  tendency  of 
“one  agency  to  try  to  outdo  the  others.” 

Finally,  the  communal  life  of  the  Inter- 
church  staff  exhibits  the  ability  of 
Christians  to  share  a  common  faith  in 
Christ  despite  the  widely  diverse 
religious  backgrounds  from  which  they 
come.  Despite  close  quarters,  extreme 
heat  and  weather  conditions,  isolation, 
and  an  almost  overwhelming  task,  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  staff  undergirds  both 
the  witness  of  individual  Christian 
workers  and  their  corporate  witness  as 
Christians  in  this  Muslim-dominated 
culture  and  society. 

“Ecumenical”  and  “interchtxrch” 
obviously  are  not  dirty  words  in  Somalia. 
V/e,  as  American  Christians,  need  to 
recognize  that,  and  give  thanks  to  God 
for  our  relationship  to  ecumenical 
ministries  like  Interchurch  Response, 
which  enable  us  to  witness  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  persons  in  all  parts  of  the 
world. 

We  might  also  do  well  to  ask  ourselves 
more  frequently  on  the  homefront: 
“What  can  we  do  better  together  with 
other  Christians  than  we  can  do  separate¬ 
ly?”  We  doubt  there  are  many  communi¬ 
ties  without  some  areas  of  urgent  human 
need  to  which  Christians  could  minister 
far  more  effectively  “as  one”  than  “as 
many”  in  isolation  from  one  another. 

What  are  some  such  areas  of  need  in 
your  community? 

My  Witness 

Jesus’  words  to 


Peter  give  faith 
to  face  surgery 


By  BETTY  RAMMING 

Two  years  ago  I  had  to  have  an 
operation.  For  two  weeks  beforehand  I 
had  to  stay  off  my  feet.  One  day  I  was 
reading  one  of  my  favorite  passages  of 
scripture  —  the  one  where  Peter  walked 
on  the  water  to  Jesus. 

When  I  came  to  the  verse  “Be  of  good 
cheer,  it  is  I,  be  not  afraid,”  it  struck  me 
like  a  ton  of  bricks. 

Everyone  had  been  telling  me  what  a 
painful  operation  I  was  to  have,  and  I’d 
been  dreading  it  something  fierce.  But 
now  it  was  as  if  Jesus  was  speaking  just 
to  me.  When  I  finally  went  to  the  hospital 
it  was  as  if  I  was  checking  in  at  a  hotel.  I 
had  no  fear  whatsoever.  The  operation 
was  not  half  as  bad  as  everyone  had 
warned  me.  I  knew  that  my  dear  Lord 
was  there  with  me  every  minute. 

I  was  also  able  to  witness  to  a  lady 
whom  I  had  not  known  before  she  came 
into  the  hospital,  and  who  was  having  a 
very  serious  operation.  The  poor  woman 
was  very  frightened.  After  her  operation 
she  did  not  come  back  for  so  long  a  time. 
So  I  went  to  inquire  about  her,  and  found 
her  husband.  She  had  a  problem  and  they 
had  her  in  intensive  care  as  a  precaution. 
She  eventually  got  along  fine,  but  he 
thanked  me  for  my  help  to  his  wife. 

I  just  praise  God  so  much,  and  am  so 
happy  to  have  Jesus  as  a  part  of  my  life. 
It  is  wonderful  how  God’s  Word  can 
speak  to  each  of  us.  The  lady  I  witnessed 
to  was  a  Roman  Catholic.  But  God  loves 
us  all;  His  love  knows  no  boundaries. 
And  how  amazing  it  is  that  He  gives  us 
just  the  right  word  when  we  need  it  most. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share  meaning¬ 
ful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
This  week's  contributor,  Betty  Ram¬ 
ming,  is  a  member  of  the  Colton 
UMC  in  S.  Colton,  New  York  (Northern 
New  York  Conference ). 


‘Blessed  bread 

I  like  bread. 

English  currant  bun 
Vienna  golden  crust 
Southern  Sally  Lunn 
Milano  made  in  Rome. 

I  like  best  — 

Bread  that’s  blest  — 

At  home! 

—  Dorothy  Allen  Seamster 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


P ROBtfW,  PR001EM* 
—  SEEP  A  NEW 
ROOF...  A  TRUCK 
HIT  MV  OAR... 


PROPERTY  TAKES 
WENT  UP...  KIPS 
HEW  BRACES..M 
SACK  urns 


BUT  r  6i)t$S  1 
CAN  THANK  TSC 
LORV  foe.  ONE 
THING- 


I  WITT  HAVE  TO 
TRY  VERY  HARP 
TO  BE  uutmr 


Here  I  Stand 

Take  a  look  in  the  mirror- -we  have 
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become  a  fat  and  lazy  church 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  CONNIE  METZGER 
There  are  a  good  many  United 
Methodist  churches  suffering  from 
obesity.  I  was  obese  once,  and  I  can 
easily  seethe  parallel. 

When  you’re  fat,  you  become  blind  to 
how  you  actually  look.  You  still  see 
yourself  as  just  a  couple  of  pounds  away 
from  that  lithe,  vital,  energetic  person 
you  were  in  high  school. 

On  the  other  hand,  part  of  you  is  aware 
of  your  actual  appearance.  You  become 
reclusive,  shielding  yourself  from  other 
people.  You  would  rather  stay  in  the 
shade,  fully  clothed  on  the  hottest  day  in 
July,  than  squeeze  yourself  into  a  skimpy 
suit,  bare  yourself  before  the  world  and 
plunge  into  a  refreshing  pool.  You  stay 
home,  mesmerized  and  tranquilized  by 
the  television  and  a  bag  of  Oreos.  If 
someone  mentions  that  you’ve  gained 
weight,  you  hotly  deny  it.  Fewer  and 
fewer  people  want  to  be  with  you  and,  in 
turn,  you  become  more  withdrawn. 

Maybe,  in  our  individual  local 
churches,  we  ought  to  strip  ourselves  of 
all  our  pretenses  and  take  a  long,  hard 
look  in  the  mirror.  Oh,  yes,  we’ll  cringe 
—  there’s  a  lot  of  fat  hanging  on  those 
bones!  How  could  we  have  duped 
ourselves  into  believing  we  were  so  trim 


and  muscular?  And  that  fat  has 
accumulated  insidiously  through  the 
years.  Indeed,  our  grandparents 
probably  can’t  remember  when  the 
church  was  lean  and  fit.  Where  is  that 
lively,  radical  church  John  Wesley 
founded  as  a  refreshing  change  from  the 
staid,  old  Church  of  England? 

We  have  become  so  comfortable  and 
complacent,  sitting  in  our  comfortable 
easy-pews,  surrounding  ourselves  with 
creature  comforts,  at  home  with  the 
same  old  crowd.  We  have  become  fat  and 
lazy  —  afraid  to  step  out  of  the  shade  and 
dive  in  the  deep  end.  We  are  afraid  to  be 
vulnerable;  to  admit  to  “outsiders"  that 
we  have  a  weight  problem.  We  shut  out 
those  who  say  we  need  to  lose  weight. 
When  those  outsiders  say,  “You  have 
nothing  to  offer  us!”  we  ironically  offer 
empty  calories  (“Have  a  Coke  and  a  bag 
of  chips”)  or  murmur  among  ourselves, 
“They’re  all  wrong,  there’s  nothing 
wrong  with  us.  We’re  church-goers, 
they’re  not.  What  right  do  they  have  to 
criticize  us?  We  have  God  on  our  side.” 

How  sad  it  is  that  we  have  become  so 
accustomed  to  our  excess  weight  and 
sluggishness  that  we  fail  to  see  our 
problem.  We  see  independent  churches 
springing  up  with  vitality  and  purpose 


Connie  Metzger 
(however  misguided  in  some  cases),  and 
we  don’t  take  the  hint.  Let's  not  dream  up 
new  programs  to  engage  the  church 
members.  And  let’s  not  recruit  new 
members  just  for  the  sake  of  boosting  our 
declining  roster.  Let’s  respond  to  needs 
and  acknowledge  our  own  needs.  Let’s 
swallow  our  collective  pride  and  admit 
we  need  those  “outsiders.” 

Let’s  give  youth  a  place  to  go  other 
than  the  street  corner  (how  about  a 
weight  training  gym  in  the  church 
house?).  Let’s  do  something  to  appeal  to 
singles  and  divorced  people,  so  they  don’t 
have  to  resort  to  bars  as  the  only  exciting 
places  to  meet  other  singles.  Let’s 
respond  to  young  married  couples  who 
come  from  fragmented  families  with 
little  or  no  strong  foundation  in  any 
church.  By  the  time  we  minister  in  these 
practical  ways  and  more,  we’ll  have 
burned  so  many  calories  that  no  one  will 
recognize  us  as  the  fat  church  we  were. 
And  that  will  be  a  very  good  sign. 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contrib¬ 
utor  Connie  Metzger,  is  a  member  of 
the  Calvary-Asbury  UMC  in  Sadlers- 
ville,  Maryland  (Peninsula  Conference). 


Appointment  of  homosexual:  lines  drawn 


To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  of  our 
Denver  Area  appears  to  be  surprised  and 
perhaps  upset  that  a  copy  of  his  letter 
addressed  to  all  the  clergy  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  was  forwarded  to 
the  editor  of  Good  News  magazine  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  26  and  March  5). 

Why  should  this  surprise  him?  “Good 
News”  seems  to  be  the  only  organization 
—  unofficial  or  not  —  in  our  UM  connec¬ 
tion,  that  is  willing  to  go  to  bat  for  the 
majority  of  our  people  on  this  critical 
issue  of  ordaining  and  appointing  homo¬ 
sexuals.  Surely  it  cannot  be  argued  that 
the  majority  does  not  oppose  such  actions 
as  that  taken  by  the  bishop!  Even  ap¬ 
proaches  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  from 
elected  officials  of  the  church  in  question 
(First  UMC,  Boulder,  Colorado)  have 
been  ignored  or  turned  aside. 

If  the  Bishop  is  going  to  send  a  letter  to 
all  our  clergy  members  of  the 
Conference  attempting  to  justify  his 
strange  reasoning  in  the  Julian  Rush 
case,  he  may  be  sure  that  a  lot  of  us  who 
received  it  were  heartsick,  disappointed, 
frustrated,  and  angered  sufficiently  to 
bring  it  to  the  attention  of  whoever  will 
help  us  in  our  opposition  to  what  we 
perceive  to  be  a  determination  to  make 
our  conference  a  haven  for  homosexuals. 

I  only  regret  that  I  was  not  the  one  who 
forwarded  Bishop  Wheatley’s  letter  to 
“Good  News,”  and  I  salute  the  one  who 
did.  However,  I  did  tape  the  entirety  of 
his  comments  in  support  of  homosexuality 
and  the  appointment  of  homosexuals, 
when  he  appeared  at  a  public  meeting  at 
our  church.  These  tapes  I  have  forwarded 
to  “Good  News”  lest  the  bishop  be 
misunderstood  or  misquoted.  Believe  me, 
the  people  who  attended  that  unfortunate 
session  did  not  misunderstand  the 
bishop’s  position  and  intentions. 

I  am  one  United  Methodist  minister 
who  is  grateful  for  the  challenge  that  Jim 
Heidinger  and  the  “Good  News”  board 
have  issued.  And  there  are  many  more. 

L.  Gerald  Burrus 

Boulder,  Colorado 

Bishop  Wheatley  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  article  headlined  “  ‘Good 
News’  rebukes  appointment  of  ‘gay’  ”  in 
the  Reporter  the  same  afternoon  that  I 
read  about  an  extensive  study  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  just  completed  and  published 
entitled  “Sexual  Preference,”  Bell, 
Weinberg,  Hammbersmith. 

The  researchers  concluded  that  same- 
sex  orientation  is  not  learned  or  chosen, 
but  possibly  present  at  birth  or  deter¬ 
mined  in  early  childhood.  Therefore,  it 
could  be  said  Bishop  Wheatley  is  already 
“taking  corrective  action  to  deal  with  a 
problem  that  has  been  destructive  to  the 
witness  of  our  church.” 

For  too  long  zealous  and  judgmental 
Christians  have  used  and  misused  those 
biblical  passages  to  ostracize,  degrade 
and  humiliate  persons  because  of  a  “sin” 
over  which,  we  are  now  learning,  they 
had  no  control. 

The  circle  of  suffering  extends  also  to 
the  families  of  those  excluded  ones  who, 
we  now  are  learning,  also  had  no  control 
or  bteme  in  the  matter.  I’m  sure  that 
Melvin  Wheatley  is  much  closer  to  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus’  teaching  in  his 
appointment  decision  than  are  his  scrip¬ 
ture-bound  pharisee  detractors. 

Ema  Rae  Daugherty 

Poison,  Montana 

Pray  we  get  act  together 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  article 
concerning  the  “Good  News”  criticism  of 
Bishop  Wheatley’s  appointment  of  a  self- 
identified  homosexual  to  a  church  in  the 
Denver  Area  (see  UMR,  Feb.  26  and 
March  5).  I  say  praise  God  for  people 
involved  in  the  “Good  News"  caucus  who 
are  willing  to  speak  out  on  such  issues. 

To  think  that  the  spiritual  leaders  of 
our  denomination  (our  bishops)  will  not 
call  sin  what  it  is  any  more  is  appalling. 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
deteriorated  to  such  a  level  as  this,  we 
had  better  close  the  church  doors  and 
quit  pretending  to  belong  to  the  Body  of 
Christ.  I  pray  to  God  that  we  get  our  act 
together  before  it  is  too  late. 

Beth  A.  Olney 

Salem,  Oregon 


History  w  ill  show'  bishop 
gave  a  needed  ministry 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  “Good  News” 
letter  in  response  to  Bishop  Wheatley’s 
appointment  of  an  open  pastor  who  is 
gay,  loudly  asserts  a  “clear  biblical 
teaching  that  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  a  sin”  (see  UMR,  Feb.  26). 

What  is  clear  is  that  “Good  News”  fears 
and  does  not  like  homosexuality.  I  suggest 
that  this  “clear  biblical  teaching”  is  ac¬ 
tually  a  myth  used  for  a  long  time  by  those 
who  fear  gays  and  desire  to  keep  them  as 
far  away  as  possible. 

Those  interested  in  searching  for  the 
truth  —  clear  or  otherwise  —  might  use 
the  fourfold  test  of  truth:  reason, 
experience,  tradition,  and  scripture. 

To  start,  if  one  looks  at  the  original 
Greek  texts  in  Corinthians  and  Romans 
which  have  been  used  as  a  “proof- text” 
against  homosexuals,  one  will  find  that 
the  word  which  has  been  translated  with 
the  simplistic  word  “homosexual” 
actually  is  an  obscure  term  referring  to  a 
male  temple  prostitute  in  pagan  worship 
which  Paul  speaks  against.  It  does  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  Christians  with 
minority  sexual  orientation. 

This  view  may  certainly  be  debated, 
but  I  would  recommend  that  before  loud 
pronouncements  are  made  on  the  nature 
of  homosexuality  both  sides  of  the  issue 
be  studied.  The  scholarly  and  thorough 
work,  “Christianity,  Social  Tolerance 
and  Homosexuality”  by  John  Boswell 
(University  of  Chicago  Press,  1980) 
should  be  consulted.  Boswell  gives 
insight  on  the  historical  development, 
linguistic,  and  theological  issues.  Any 
fair  presentation  demands  this  work  be 
dealt  with. 

I  hope  that  those  who  follow  the  lead  of 
“Good  News”  will  modify  their  attitude 
against  gays  for  the  sake  of  their  own 
families.  About  10  percent  of  all  children 
are  homosexual  (according  to  the  latest 
studies  which  show  that  homosexual 
orientation  is  not  the  result  of  family  or 
outside  influences,  but  more  of  statistical 
probability).  I  have  seen  the  grief  of 
“good  Christian  families”  over  the  suicide 
of  their  son  because  of  their  inability  to  ac¬ 
cept  gay  persons.  They  learned  too  late 
that  those  they  could  not  accept  were  the 
ones  closest  and  dearest  to  them. 

I  think  that  history  will  show  that 
Bishop  Wheatley’s  appointment  gave 
needed  ministry  in  a  community  which 
has  been  blindly  persecuted  over  the 
years,  and  was  made  with  a  theological 
integrity  and  faithfulness  worthy  of  those 
in  leadership. 

John  Thomas  Larson 
North  Hollywood,  California 

Bibliography  requested 

To  the  Editor: 

John  Lovelace’s  article  headlined 
“Bishop  raises  homosexuality  ‘crucial 
issues’  ”  in  the  March  5  issue  of  The 
Reporter  is,  I  imagine,  of  great  interest 
to  many  on  both  sides  of  the  issue. 

This  comes  to  suggest  that  it  would  be 
helpful  if  you  present  the  bibliography  of 
seven  recent  books  anc^  two  articles 
offered  by  Bishop  Wheatley. 

Will  you  be  able  to  do  this? 

With  sincere  appreciation  of  the  many 
viewpoints  presented  weekly  in  UMR. 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Barcellona 
Dallas,  Texas 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  references 
listed  by  Bishop  Wheatley  are:  Derreck 
Sherwin  Bailey:  “Homosexuality  and  the 
Western  Tradition”;  John  J.  McNeil: 
“The  Church  and  the  Homosexual"; 
Thomas  Horner:  “Jonathan  Loved 
David”;  Norman  Pittenger:  “Gay 
Lifestyles:  A  Christian  Interpretation  of 
Homosexuality  and  the  Homosexual”; 
Letha  Scanzoni  and  Virginia  Mollenkott: 
“Is  the  Homosexual  My  Neighbor: 
Another  Christian  View”;  John  E. 
Boswell:  “Christianity,  Social  Tolerance 
and  Homosexuality”;  James  Nelson: 
"Embodiment”;  Joseph  C.  Weber:  “Does 
the  Bible  Condemn  Homosexual  Acts?”; 
Edward  W.  Bauman:  “Reflections  on  the 
Gay  Life.” 

Genesis’ creation  accounts 
have  no  contradiction 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  “Here  I 


Stand”  by  Deborah  F.  Bruseth  headlined 
“The  dichotomy  generated  by 
creationism-evolution  debate  need  not 
exist  at  all”  (UMR,  Feb.  19).  I  agree  that 
the  debate  need  not  exist  on  creation 
versus  evolution;  however,  in  Louisiana 
the  debate  centers  around  the  forced 
teaching  of  evolution  and  the  denial  of  a 
Creator  in  public  schools. 

Secondly,  for  those  who  understand 
literary  style,  the  Genesis  account  in 
chapter  one  through  Gen.  2:6  gives  the 
sequence  and  overview  of  creation.  Now 
the  emphasis  turns  to  the  first  Adam  in 
Genesis  2:7  but  recounts  the  key  points,  a 
common  literary  style.  God  made  Adam 
from  the  dust  of  the  earth.  God  planted  a 
garden,  caused  it  to  grow  and  placed 
Adam  in  it.  Genesis  2:19  states  as  a 
reminder  that  the  animals  and  fowls  like 
man  were  also  created  out  of  the  ground ; 
but  Genesis  2:23  says  that  only  a  help 
mate  could  be  made  out  of  Adam’s  bone 
and  flesh.  This  is  the  same  story  in  the 
earlier  account,  no  contradiction. 

I  agree  with  the  other  points;  but,  I 
disagree  with  her  closing  assumption 
that  there  is  a  process  called  evolution 
and  that  it  is  a  mechanism  that  God 
established.  Evolution  is  a  human 
theory.  There  is  no  scientific  proof  to 
support  evolution  or  it  would  not  be 
labeled  a  theory. 

Glenn  E.  Burge 

Hammond,  Louisiana 

‘Secular’ and  ‘humanism’: 
meanings  can  change 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  initially  disturbed  by  the  Feb.  12 
“Here  I  Stand”  headlined  “Even 
‘secular’  humanism  is  not  a  dirty  word.” 
A  few  hours  of  reflection  brought  me  to 
the  realization  that  Jim  Corder’s  opinion 
on  humanism  accurately  reflected  my 
own  limitation  and  state  of  ignorance  a 
mere  four  years  ago. 

Unfortunately,  Mr.  Corder’s  correct 
statements  of  etymology  and  history 
mask  a  significant  movement  in 
education  that  has  appropriated  the 
words  “secular”  and  “humanism”  that 
he  treasures,  and  protects  by  an  insulat¬ 
ing  verbal  facade.  The  capitalization  and 
combination  of  two  “good”  words  have 
come  to  identify  the  “Secular 
Humanistic”  movement. 

This  capitalized  combination  creates  a 
change  in  meaning  as  grammatically 
germane  in  English  as  Mother  and  my 


mother.  Words  in  the  context  of  a 
sentence  or  paragraph  may  herald  time- 
honored  or  traditional  meaning. 

The  written  or  spoken  word  is 
dynamic,  and  is  modified  by  historical 
and  current  events.  Such  changes  can  be 
profound.  As  a  youth,  to  be  called  gay 
would  have  been  a  compliment.  I  do  not 
relish  that  adjective  today.  Adolph  was  a 
common  Germanic  name  before  the 
1930s.  It  is  now  seldom  placed  on  a  child 
to  carry  through  life.  Mr.  Corder’s 
article  ignores  and  denies  the  reality  of 
images  and  breadth  of  communication  a 
living  language  possesses.  Like  Mr. 
Corder,  one  may  not  like  the  alteration  in 
meaning  that  afflicts  words,  but  reality 
cannot  be  denied. 

Anyone  who  read  Mr.  Corder’s  Feb.  12 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  should  also  read 
the  “Humanist  Manifesto  I  &  II,” 
available  from  the  American  Humanist 
Association,  7  Harwood  Drive,  Amherst, 
New  York  14266.  The  Manifesto  starts  the 
educational  process  concerning  the 
pirating  of  good  words  to  mask  an  alien 
and  destructive  cause.  The  Humanist 
Association  claims  numerous  active 
members  on  university  faculties,  and 
publishes  the  “Humanist”  monthly 
magazine  to  expand  on  the  atheistic, 
socialistic,  anti-family,  egalitarian  and 
one-world  government  theme. 

Is  this  viewpoint  an  imagined,  bigoted, 
and  extremist  viewpoint  as  the  seventh 
paragraph  of  Mr.  Corder’s  article  infers? 
That  is  what  Secular  Humanists  and  those 
duped  by  their  efforts  would  have  the 
public  believe  as  their  ideas  very 
effectively  seep  into  the  curriculum 
material  of  the  schools  and  the  public’s 
mind.  However,  in  the  cases  of  Toreaso, 
1961,  and  Seeger,  1964;  in  Abington  vs. 
Schempp  (374  U.S.  1203),  one  finds  that 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  regards  Secular 
Humanism  as  much  a  religion  as 
Christianity,  and  states  that  it  cannot  be 
favored  over  established  religions  — 
stating  all  religions  have  been 
“separated  from  the  state.” 

I  challenge  United  Methodist  readers 
to  evaluate  the  cited  material  and 
recognize  the  significance  of  the  change 
in  word-meaning  that  has  occurred. 
Modern  Humanists  would  welcome  the 
opportunity  to  hide  behind  old  word 
meanings  and  the  thesis  of  Mr.  Corder’s 
article.  The  words  secular  and 
humanism  sound  similar  to  Secular 
Humanism,  but  they  are  worlds  apart. 

H.  Reginald  McDaniel 

Grand  Prairie,  Texas 


'  “THERE  IS  NO 
SUBSTITUTE  FOR 
EXCELLENCE” 

The  12 

Black  Colleges 
of  the 

United  Methodist  Church 

Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  president  of  Dillard  University, 
reports  to  the  college  presidents  and  public  relations  officers: 
"Black  colleges  have  always  been  open  to  all  who  sought 
excellence  in  higher  learning.  They  have  never  denied  admis¬ 
sion,  advancement  or  promotion  because  of  race,  religion  or 
national  origin." 

Your  support  of  the  Black  College  Fund  makes  it  possible  for 
students  of  all  races  to  attend  the  12  predominantly  Black 
colleges  related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Support  the  Black  College  Fund 

BENNETT  CLARK  HUSTON-TI LLOTSON  DILLARD 

MORRISTOWN  RUST  MEHARRY  MEDICAL  PAINE 

PHILANDER  SMITH  BETHUNE-COOKMAN  CLAFLIN  WILEY 

rJ~\  For  more  information  contact: 

J $  )  The  Black  College  Fund 

P.O.  Box  871  .  Nashville,  TN  37202 
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Christian 

GENEVA  (EPS,  LWI)  —  A  world  peace  summit 
of  Christian  leaders  has  been  proposed  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Rev.  Robert  Runcie, 
the  leading  figure  of  world  Anglicanism.  Dr. 
Runcie  said,  “I  think  it  would  be  of  symbolic 
importance  if,  say,  ten  of  the  main  Christian  leaders 
were  to  gather  together  in  some  neutral  place  to 
pray,  reflect  in  conversations  together  and  to 
express  their  commitment  to  peace.” 

Dr.  Runcie  made  the  proposal  at  a  press 
conference  here  in  late  February  at  the  end  of  a 
weekiong  visit  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  the 


world  peace  summit  proposed 


Lutheran  World  Federation,  and  other  Geneva- 
based  international  organizations.  He  is  the 
spiritual  head  of  the  nearly  70-million  member 
Anglican  (Episcopal)  Communion. 

The  archbishop  told  the  press  that  a  possible  site 
for  the  peace  meeting  is  Jerusalem,  where  many 
religious  traditions  have  their  origin.  He  also 
referred  to  a  peace  conference  called  for  mid-May 
in  Moscow  by  Russian  Orthodox  Patriarch  Pimen 
and  to  Swedish  (Lutheran)  Archbishop  Olof 
Sundby’s  proposal  for  a  world  peace  conference  of 
Christian  churches  projected  for  the  first  part  of 


next  year. 

He  said,  ‘‘I  recognize  that  such  conferences  may 
easily  be  politically  manipulated.  My  ultimate  hope 
is  that  there  may  be  an  interfaith  summit.”  He  said 
he  would  discuss  the  proposal  with  Pope  John  Paul 
II  when  the  pontiff  visits  Britain  in  May. 

In  the  U.S.  two  religious  organizations  are 
stepping  up  efforts  to  unify  the  European  and 
American  protests  against  nuclear  arms  by 
arranging  a  spring  tour  of  more  than  50  cities  by  10 
leaders  of  the  resurgent  peace  movement  in  NATO 
countries. 


The  Europeans’  coast-to-coast  speaking  tour, 
March  20  to  April  4,  will  be  cosponsored  by  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  and  Clergy 
and  Laity  Concerned,  a  national  interfaith  group 
with  roots  in  1960s  opposition  to  the  Vietnam  War. 

Among  the  speakers  will  be  an  English  Catholic 
priest  who  led  last  October’s  disarmament  rally  in 
London  which  drew  about  250,000  persons.  Also  on 
the  tour  will  be  Protestant  ministers  who  organized 
an  equally  well  attended  rally  in  Bonn,  West 
Germany,  the  same  month,  and  an  even  bigger 
demonstration  in  Amsterdam  in  November. 
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Bishop  Runcie 


Peacemaker-military; 
joint  strategy  urged 
for  nuclear  disarming 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  When  locally-based 
U.S.  military  officers  sat  down  with  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  peace  advocates  here  to 
discuss  bilateral  nuclear  disarmament, 
it  was  not  a  verbal  clash  between 
“hawks”  and  “doves"  but  a  sincere 
interchange. 

The  military  officers  agreed  that 
national  defense  is  still  at  the  top  of  their 
agenda.  “We  see  ourselves  as  peace 
keepers;  that’s  our  business  as  soldiers,” 
said  Col.  David  Jones,  a  psychiatrist  in 
aero-space  medicine. 

“But  we’ll  just  keep  holding  the  fort, 
and  you  peacemakers  get  out  there  and 
find  a  way  to  stop  this  madness  (nuclear 
arms  buildup)  so  we  can  all  get  on  with 
running  the  world,”  he  said. 

There  was  general  agreement  that 
Americans  must  reassess  national 
priorities  and  make  the  threat  of  nuclear 
holocaust  “enemy  number  one.” 

Religious  community  must  lead 

Heavy  responsibility  must  fall  on  the 
religious  community  to  lead  Americans 
in  facing  up  to  this  threat. 

“If  the  religious  community  in  this 
country  is  truly  committed  to  God,  then 
we  can  only  believe  that  it  is  a  sin  to  use, 
threaten  to  use  or  even  to  build  weapons 
which  can  destroy  the  world  He  has 
made,”  said  the  Rev.  William  Sloane 
Coffin  of  New  York  City,  a  leading  clergy 
activist.  A  former  infantry  officer  and 
wartime  anti-Soviet  trainer  for  the  CIA 
in  Russia,  he  is  today  a  hard-hitting 
“peace-now”  voice. 

“If  we  can’t  be  one  with  the  Soviets  in 
love,  we  are  one  with  them  in  sin  by  our 
participation  in  this  arms  race.  We  must 
see  our  own  sin,”  he  said. 

“It  is  time  for  us  to  repent,”  said 
Archbishop  Leroy  Matthiesen  of 
Amarillo,  who  drew  national  attention 
last  year  for  encouraging  Pantex  nuclear 
weapons  plant  employees  in  Amarillo  to 
consider  leaving  their  jobs  for  reasons  of 
conscience. 

Dr.  Coffin  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  said  that  the  “pride-swollen 
face”  of  American  nationalism  “has 
closed  our  eyes  so  that  we  can’t  see  the 
sin  we  are  commiting”  via  nuclear 
weapons  production. 

“There  are  those  who  would  tell  us  in 
the  religious  community  that  our 
weapons  and  military  strategies  are  our 
security  in  this  country,”  said  Bishop 
Matthiesen.  “Our  only  defense  is  to 
sound  the  trumpet  in  our  churches, 
synagogues  and  temples  and  tell  our 
nation  to  turn  back,”  he  said. 

Conference  broad-based 

The  conference,  titled  “Pax:  Our 
Choice,”  was  sponsored  jointly  by  the 
UMC’s  Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese  of  San  Antonio,  the 
Presbyterian  Peace  Fellowship  of  San 
Antonio,  Physicians  for  Social 
Responsibility  and  People  for  Peace. 
Military  views  were  presented  in 
discussions  of  civil  defense  and  the 
psychological  implications  of  the 
“doomsday”  threat. 

The  three-day  event  was,  in  effect,  a 
pep-rally  and  brainstorming  session  for 
an  average  of  400  clergy,  laity,  soldiers 
and  civilians  focused  on  what 
individuals,  groups,  cities  and  states  can 
do  to  push  for  U.S. -Soviet  disarmament 
negotiations.  Attendance  was  as  high  as 
700  for  some  sessions. 

Many  felt  that  one  important  step  is  to 
get  military  people  and  peace  advocates 
together  to  develop  alternatives. 


“If  we  really  want  peace  and  want 
everyone  to  deal  with  the  issue,  we  have 
to  convince  military  people  that  we’re 
not  talking  about  cutting  their  throats 
economically  when  we  talk  about  peace, 
said  Lloyd  Jeffry  Dumas,  a  political 
economy  professor  from  Dallas.  “We  are 
looking  at  ways  to  convert  their  jobs  into 
peace-time  occupations.  ” 

Realistic  alternatives  needed 

Dr.  Dumas  said  reasonable 
alternatives  to  weapons-making  must  be 
provided  for  displaced  nuclear  weapons 
plant  workers  as  well. 

Another  participant  emphasized  the 
need  to  minister  to  and  to  hear  from  the 
military. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Hughes,  a  retired  United 
Methodist  army  chaplain,  who  now 
serves  as  pastor  in  Poteet,  Texas,  told 
conferees  that  just  as  some  believe 
calling  the  Soviets  “the  enemy”  is 
dehumanizing,  so  has  the  negative  view 
of  the  U.S.  military  by  peace  advocates 
“stripped  men  and  women  of  their  God- 
given  humanity.” 

"I  was  a  chaplain  because  I  feel  there 
is  a  real  need  to  minister  to  soldiers,” 
Mr.  Hughes  said.  “These  people  are  your 
brothers  and  sisters,  yet  they  are 
mistreated  and  misrepresented.  Military 
bases  and  nuclear  weapons  plants  need 
chaplains  to  help  facilitate  communica¬ 
tion  with  peace  groups  and  to  counsel 
people  who  are  having  trouble  with  their 
consciences.” 

Peace  advocacy  ‘logical’ 

Peace  advocates,  on  the  other  hand, 
said  Dr.  Coffin,  should  see  their  position 
as  a  logical  display  of  patriotism. 

“Don’t  let  anyone  tell  you  what  you’re 
doing  is  anti-American.  It  is  no  more 
patriotic  to  die  for  your  country  than  it  is 
to  try  and  save  your  country  from 
dying,”  he  said.  “And  where  are  all  those 
‘pro-lifers’  led  by  people  like  (the  Rev. 
Jerry)  Falwell.  This  is  a  pro-life 
movement.  They  should  be  leading  this 
fight.” 

Bishop  Matthiesen  agreed.  “I’ve  been 
asked  countless  times  to  preach  on 
abortion  as  an  assault  on  human  life,” 
said  the  bishop.  “I’ve  been  asked  to  talk 
about  homosexuality,  crime  and 
promiscuity  and  their  detriment  to  our 
moral  existence.  But  when  I  speak  out 
against  weapons  capable  of  indiscrimi¬ 
nately  killing  and  polluting  the  earth; 
weapons  that  will  obliterate  life  as  we 
know  it,  I  am  told  that  I  have  left 
preaching  about  religious  matters  and 
have  taken  to  meddling  in  politics,”  he 
said. 

Although  the  mood  of  the  meeting  was 
generally  upbeat,  there  were  moments  of 
tension.  Major  General  Doyle  Larson, 
who  outlined  the  Soviet  threat  from  the 
Administration’s  standpoint,  drew  rapid, 
angry  retorts  from  participants  to  his 
assertion  that  world  peace  is  contingent 
on  America’s  show  of  military  strength. 
Several  persons  took  exception  to  this 
repeatedly  calling  the  Soviet  Union  the 
"bully  nation,”  referring  him  to  Matthew 
7 : 4  ( RS V ) :  ‘  ‘Why  do  you  see  the  speck  in 
your  brother’s  eye,  but  do  not  notice  the 
log  that  is  in  your  own  eye?  ’  ’ 

As  to  specific  ways  local  church 
members  can  work  for  peace,  Dr.  Coffin 
said  the  most  important  step  is  to  “make 
peace  the  issue  in  your  local  church.” 

“Talk  to  your  church  leaders  and  make 
this  the  issue.  Knock  on  some  doors. 
Take  literature  to  your  mayor  or  your 
council  person  or  the  editor  of  your  city 
newspaper.  Then  call  them  back,  invite 
them  over. 

The  goal  is  to  “get  people  to  face  the 
issue  and  talk  about  it,”  said  Dr.  Coffin. 


New  church  school  editor  nom  inated 


NASHVILLE,  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev. 
H.  Claude  Young  Jr.,  superintendent 
of  the  Winston-Salem  (N.C.)  District 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  is 
being  nominated  to  succeed  the  Rev. 
Ewart  G.  Watts  as  editor  of  church 
school  publications  for  the 
denomination. 

The  nomination 
was  sent  March  5 
as  a  postal  ballot 
to  the  100  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the 
Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones,  general 
secretary  of  the 
board.  The  elec¬ 
tion  must  then  go  to  the  governing 
body  of  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  for  confirmation  at  its 
March  30-31  meeting  in  Charlotte, 
N.C. 

Following  his  election  and 


_ 

Claude  Young 


confirmation,  Dr.  Young  would  begin 
work  in  Nashville  June  1,  the  date  of 
Dr.  Watt’s  retirement. 

Dr.  Jones  described  the  nominee  as 
an  effective  preacher,  writer, 
communicator,  administrator  and 
counselor  who  has  a  “clear 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
Church.”  Among  other  major 
strengths  cited  by  Dr.  Jones  were  Dr. 
Young’s  experience  as  a  pastor  in  a 
variety  of  church  sizes  and  locations, 
his  thorough  understanding  of  the 
church  at  all  levels,  and  his 
“demonstrated  sensitivity  and  skill  in 
understanding  and  working  with 
people  of  diverse  theological  persuasions 
and  ethnic  backgrounds." 

Dr.  Young  has  been  a  governing 
member  of  Discipleship  since  1980  but 
served  the  eight  previous  years  as  a 
member  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  head  of  its 
Education  and  Cultivation  Division. 

He  served  as  pastor  of  several 
chnrr»V»pc  in  the  Western  North 


Carolina  Conference  and  was  the 
founding  pastor  of  the  Hinton  Rural 
Life  Center  in  Hayesville,  N.C.  and  in 
1961  was  designated  North  Carolina 
Rural  Minister  of  the  Year. 

He  has  undergraduate  and  graduate 
degrees  from  Duke  University, 
Durham,  N.C.,  and  an  honorary 
doctorate  from  Pfeiffer  College, 
Misenheimer,  N.C.  He  was  a  delegate 
to  the  last  three  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  and  led  his 
delegation  in  1980. 

According  to  the  denomination’s 
“Book  of  Discipline,”  the  Editor  of 
Church  School  Publications  is 
responsible  for  administration  of  the 
work  of  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  and  its  editorial  staff,  the 
general  editorial  policy,  and  the 
“final  determination  of  editorial 
content  of  the  church  school 
publications.” 

Dr.  Jones  said  the  search 
committee  began  work  with  53 
applications  or  nominations. 


‘ Another  view’ offered 


Nicaragua  policy  questioned 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  six-member  delegation  of  United 
Methodists  have  returned  from  a  recent 
trip  to  Nicaragua  convinced  that  fellow 
Christians  should  hear  “another 
viewpoint”  on  this  Central  American 
nation  —  a  viewpoint  which  calls  United 
States  foreign  policy  into  question. 

“The  communist  threat  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere  is  very  real”  and  U.S.  policy 
is  shoving  Nicaragua  toward 
communism,  said  Bishop  Calvin  D. 
McConnell  of  the  Oregon-Idaho  Area  on 
his  return.  He  said  the  U.S.  embargo  of 
trade  and  threats  of  invasion  force  the 
government  there  to  turn  to  socialist 
states  such  as  Cuba  and  Russia  for  trade 
and  other  help.  He  speculated  that  the 
Marxists  in  the  socialistic  Sandinista 
government  will  become  more  and  more 
influential  as  communist  nations  provide 
aid. 

“The  purpose  of  our  trip  was  not 
political,  but  you  can’t  help  learning 
about  politics,”  the  bishop  told  Religious 
News  Service. 

Relief  work  focus 

Bishop  McConnell  and  five  other 
United  Methodists  went  to  Nicaragua  to 
inspect  church-sponsored  relief  efforts 
that  the  Oregon-Idaho  Annual 
Conference  has  pledged  to  support  with 
$105,000  over  the  next  three  years.  They 
spent  two  days  in  Managua  and  five  days 
in  the  rural  areas  of  the  Western  region. 
The  visit  did  not  include  the  large 
Eastern  region  which  is  a  restricted 
military  zone  and  where  conflict  has 
developed  between  the  central 
government  and  the  Miskito  Indian 
minority  on  the  Honduran  border.  Some 
10,000  Miskitos  fled  across  the  Coco 
River  border;  another  8,500  were 
forcibly  relocated. 

The  church  funds  go  through  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  to 


CEPAD  (Comite  Evangelico  Pro-Ayuda 
A1  Desarrollo)  which  is  a  group  of  35 
Evangelical  (Protestant)  churches  in 
Nicaragua  working  jointly  to  help  the 
poor.  The  organization  developed  in  1972 
at  the  time  of  the  Managua  earthquake. 
CEPAD  works  along  with  Roman 
Catholic  agencies  in  the  nation  where  85 


Calvin  McConnell 


Joe  Walker 


percent  are  Catholic  and  13  percent  are 
Protestant. 

Not  only  does  U.S.  trade  policy  hurt 
Nicaragua  economically,  but  the 
problem  is  compounded  by  threatening 
statements  from  Secretary  of  State 
Alexander  Haig,  said  the  Rev.  Joe  Walker 
of  Lake  Oswego  (Ore.)  UMC,  who  pre¬ 
pared  a  written  report  for  the  group. 
Invasion  fear  pervasive 

Mr.  Walker  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
fear  among  Nicaraguans  of  imminent 
invasion  instigated  by  the  U.S.  is 
pervasive.  “Secretary  Haig’s  remarks 
just  feed  this  paranoia.” 

He  said,  “We  may  not  agree  with  the 
size  of  Nicaragua’s  military,  but  given 
the  level  of  fear  (of  invasion)  we  saw,  the 
buildup  should  not  surprise  us.” 

One  U.S.  State  Department  contention 
is  that  Nicaragua  is  engaging  in  an 
excessive  military  build-up  —  with 
Cuban  help  —  for  the  purpose  of 
exporting  its  revolution  by  force  to 
neighboring  countries. 

“I  distinctly  do  not  agree  they  are  in 
the  business  of  exporting  revolution,” 
Mr.  Walker  said,  based  on  the  group’s 
conversations  with  Christians  —  most  of 
whom  support  the  1979  revolution  —  but 
who  firmly  insist  all  their  energies  are 
needed  to  fulfill  their  own  national  goals. 

Mr.  Walker  said  there  is  much 
happening  in  Nicaragua  that  he  could  not 
condone  —  the  arrests  of  critics,  the 
closing  down  of  the  newspaper,  the 
heavy-handed  treatment  of  the  large 
Miskito  minority  and  other  ethnic 
groups,  the  arrests  of  democratic  leaders 
and  businessmen.  But,  he  called  for 
“understanding.” 

“With  few  exceptions,  their  leaders  are 
very  inexperienced  in  government.  I  can 
understand  that  these  kind  of  things 


Television  ministry  wins  vote  of  confidence 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO  —  The  two  groups 
responsible  for  United  Methodism’s 
“National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry”  voted  jointly  and  unanimously 
here  March  13  to  continue  the  program. 

Directors  and  staff  pledged  “great 
flexibility”  both  in  methods  and 
schedules  to  accommodate  “all  who  are 
working  with  us”  on  the  program. 

An  accompanying  motion,  likewise 
adopted  jointly  and  unanimously,  said 
the  responsible  directors  and  staff 
members  “believe  we  can  raise  $4 
million  in  cash  and  pledges  in  1982  and 
proceed  to  raise  as  much  as  possible  of 
the  balance  of  our  goal  in  1983  and  1984.” 

Latest  reports  (March  5)  showed  just 
under  $500,000  received  in  cash  and 
pledges  against  a  four-year  goal  to  raise 
at  least  $25  million. 

The  definitive  votes  came  amid  the 
sobering  reality  that  the  campaign 
treasury  must  begin  repaying  a  $1 


million  line  of  credit  extended  to  the 
campaign  by  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration.  Payments 
budgeted  at  $45,000  per  month  including 
principal  and  interest  are  to  start  no 
later  than  July  1,  1982,  and  the  entire  $1 
million  must  be  repaid  by  the  end  of  1984 
(30  months). 

Groups  vote  go  ahead 

The  two  groups  voting  to  go  ahead  are 
the  executive  committee  of  the  TV  Pre¬ 
sence  and  Ministry  Steering  Committee, 
which  is  responsible  for  the  fund-raising 
campaign,  and  the  executive  committee 
of  United  Methodist  Communications, 
the  agency  responsible  for  all  communi¬ 
cations  at  the  general-church  level. 

The  steering  committee  had  met  the 
evening  of  March  12.  After  receiving 
staff  reports,  that  group  reaffirmed  its 
January  decision  (see  Reporter  Jan.  15) 
to  continue  the  campaign. 

The  steering  committee  reporting  the 
next  day  to  the  joint  meeting,  said  staff 


members  are  working  in  20  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  anticipate  working  with 
others  in  1983  and  1984.  The  steering 
committee  also  reminded  the  denomina¬ 
tion  that  neither  it  nor  United  Methodist 
Communications  has  set  any  goals  for 
annual  conferences,  “although  some 
conferences  have  set  goals  for  them¬ 
selves.”  The  setting  of  any  local  or 
conference  goals  as  a  part  of  the  national 
campaign  was  specifically  prohibited 
by  the  1980  General  Conference  when  it 
approved  creation  of  the  TV  Presence 
and  Ministry. 

The  alleged  “setting  of  goals”  had 
been  one  of  four  issues  raised  by  the 
executive  committee  of  still  another 
agency,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (see  Reporter  Feb.  5).  Some 
UMCom  and  steering  committee  direc¬ 
tors  here  were  clearly  angered  by 
GCOM’s  action,  but  an  adopted  motion 
withheld  any  expression  of  anger  and 
rather  reaffirm the  response  letter 
sent  to  GCOM  by  UMCom  General 


happen  in  a  new  nation  that  feels  very 
vulnerable  and  which  is  being  governed 
by  a  skittish  bunch  of  amateurs.  ” 

“I  am  as  strong  a  civil  libertarian  as 
you  will  find  anywhere,  but  I  believe  we 
owe  any  new  nation  a  right  to  its 
mistakes,”  he  added. 

He  said  that  Nicaraguan  government 
officials  from  the  Eastern  sector  (where 
the  Miskitos,  who  are  mostly  Moravians, 
and  several  other  minority  groups  live) 
admitted  to  the  delegation  they  have 
handled  their  relationships  with  other 
ethnic  groups  very  badly. 

“I  can’t  agree  that  the  government 
was  justified,  as  officials  said,  in 
relocating  the  8,500  Miskitos  for  security 
reasons,”  Mr.  Walker  said.  “But  I  feel 
convinced  that  the  government’s  highest 
priority  is  raising  the  level  of  life  for  all 
its  people  —  including  the  Miskitos.  ” 

The  Nicaraguans’  lack  of  experience  in 
government  adds  to  the  importance  of 
CEPAD’s  ministries,  the  visitors  said. 
These  include  agricultural  programs, 
education,  well  drilling,  literacy,  health 
and  medicine,  midwifery,  pastor  and  lay 
leadership  training. 

Visible  witness  at  need  level 
“They  are  both  catalysts  and 
examples,"  Mr.  Walker  said.  Bishop 
McConnell  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service:  "The  work  of  the  Protestant 
churches  there  is  the  most  visible 
witness  of  Christianity  in  action  at  the 
need  level  that  I  have  witnessed 
anywhere.  They  refer  to  it  as  a  wholistic 
attempt  to  help  the  poor,  and  it  is.” 

The  delegation  reported  that  the 
church  relief  agency  has  refused  any 
political  role  and  cooperates  with  the 
government  only  in  areas  where 
Christian  goals  coincide  with  govern¬ 
ment  goals. 

“They  have  felt  no  restrictions,”  Mr. 
Walker  said,  although  a  CEPAD  staff 
member  was  arrested  in  recent  months 
in  relation  to  the  Miskito  people’s 
pressing  for  their  rights. 

- SHARON  MIELKE 


Fund  thefts 
hit  two  UM 
conferences 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (UMNS)  —  The 
treasurer  of  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference  since  1966,  Raymond  D. 
Cone,  Jr.,  and  his  wife,  Laura  Lee, 
continue  to  be  free  on  bail  pending  court 
hearings  on  charges  of  grand  larceny  of 
church  funds. 

Although  no  one  connected  with  the 
conference  will  be  quoted  on  the  total 
amount  of  money  unaccounted  for.  a 
Richmond  newspaper  report  indicated  it 
was  at  least  $50,000.  Mr.  Cone  handled 
about  $10  million  annually  in  conference 
funds. 

The  annual  conference  itself  is  unlikely 
to  suffer  any  loss  of  funds.  Its  treasurer 
was  bonded  with  a  $1  million  insurance 
policy. 

The  charge  of  theft  of  church  funds  has 
not  been  a  rare  incident  during  the  last 
decade  with  a  few  annual  conferences 
encountering  the  problem. 

Nonetheless.  United  Methodists  have 
no  reason  to  be  fearful  about  giving 
money  to  the  annual  conferences, 
according  to  Ewing  Wayland,  chief  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  (GCFA) 

“GCFA,  as  a  service  to  the  annual 
conferences,  pays  for  a  ($1  million) 
policy  for  the  treasurer  of  any  annual 
conference  that  wants  it,”  he  said.  “As 
far  as  I  know,  all  (73)  conferences  are  in 
our  program.  It  is  far  cheaper  per 
treasurer  to  bond  them  from  a  central 
program  than  for  the  conferences  to  do  it 
individually.”  He  said  several  other 
conference  officers  who  come  in  contact 
with  money  also  are  bonded. 

United  Methodism’s  Yellowstone 
Annual  Conference  has  filed  a  $420,000 
civil  lawsuit  in  Missoula,  Mont.,  against 
an  investment  company  and  a  former 
conference  treasurer,  Larry  Dover, 
charging  the  latter  with  making 
unauthorized  investments  of  conference 
funds  during  the  1970s  in  the  investment 
company  known  as  DAD.  Mr.  Dover 
earlier  had  pleaded  guilty  to  criminal 
theft  charges  and  received  a  deferred 
sentence. 

In  the  Virginia  case,  according  to  the 
arrest  warrants,  Mr.  Cone  is  charged 
with  cashing  a  check  this  past  June  for 
$533.74  payable  to  the  conference’s  laity 
division.  Mrs.  Cone,  who  has  operated  a 
men’s  shirt  shop  here  since  1978,  is 
charged  with  taking  $5,000  in  church 
funds  from  the  conference  headquarters. 

A  Richmond  newspaper  report  stated 
that  an  audit  to  determine  how  much 
money  has  been  stolen  may  take  as  long 
as  two  months  to  complete. 

The  next  preliminary  hearing  to 
determine  whether  to  give  the  case  to  a 
grand  jury  is  scheduled  for  Good  Friday. 

Mr.  Cone  was  released  on  $20,000  bond 
March  4.  Mrs.  Cone  was  released  on 
$5,000  bond  March  3. 

A  newspaper  report  said  that  before 
joining  the  conference  staff,  Mr.  Cone 
had  worked  for  the  accounting  firm, 
Maddres,  Joyner  and  Woody,  that  has 
audited  conference  funds  in  the  past.  An 
official  of  the  firm  confirmed  he  was 
employed  there  “some  time”  before 
going  to  work  for  the  conference,  and 
worked  at  least  one  other  place  in 
between. 


Secretary  Curtis  A.  Chambers. 

Plan  to  get  on  the  air 

Beyond  the  fund-raising  and  loan-re¬ 
paying  and  the  perceived  public  relations 
problem  involving  the  two  agencies, 
directors  moved  aggressively  into  pro¬ 
gramming  for  the  “National  TV 
Presence  and  Ministry.” 

Staff  members  were  directed  to  “move 
promptly"  into  programming  on  cable 
systems  and,  where  possible,  on 
broadcast  stations.  This  anticipates  "im¬ 
mediate  production  and  distribution"  of 
a  series  titled  “In  Times  Like  These” 
featuring  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  of  the 
New  York  Area.  Also  anticipated  in  pro¬ 
duction  and  distribution  soon  are  a  38- 
part  study  series,  a  group  of  television 
spot  announcements  to  support  church 
school  programs  and  a  children’s 
ministry  special. 

Further,  the  staff  was  directed  to 
research  TV  programs  available  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  jurisdictional,  annual 
conference  and  local  church  levels. 


ChromAharP  for  only  $1.00 

when  you  buy  4  at  $99.95  each! 


The  15-chord  ChromAharP  is  a  popular, 
versatile  musical  instrument  used  and 
enjoyed  at  all  age  levels-nursery,  kinder¬ 
garten,  elementary,  youth,  teens,  and 
adults.  It's  portable,  easy-to-handle,  and 
easy-to-play.  It's  pretuned  and  will  stay  in 
tune  longer  than  most  instruments.  Other 
features  include  a  warp-free  maple  and 
spruce  construction,  a  sunburst  finish, 
extruded  aluminum  chord  bars,  Nylock 
chord  bar  button,  and  a  magnificent  tone 
chamber.  There  is  a  guarantee  for  5  years 
on  the  frame  and  body,  and  a  3-year 
guarantee  on  the  chord  bar.  Case 
available  at  additional  cost. 

R03-009283. 

ChromAharP,  $99.95 
4  ChromAharPs,  $399.80 
5th  ChromAharP,  $1.00 

R03-009261 .  Deluxe  Case,  $20.25 

(Prices  became  effective  January,  1982) 

Transportation  extra.  Add  sales  tax,  if  applicable. 

OFFER  EXPIRES 
APRIL  30,  1982 
-SO  HURRY! 


OROER  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER 
SERVING  VOUR  AREA 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

TOLEDO,  Ohio  —  This  is  tomato 
country.  The  fields  near  here  are  the 
nation’s  No.  2  source  —  behind  California 

—  for  the  tomato-based  soups,  sauces, 
juice  and  ketchup  consumed  by 
Americans. 

The  fields  also  are  the  source  of  a  con¬ 
troversy  about  corporation  ethics  that 
has  ripened  into  a  nationwide  issue  under 
the  slogan  of  “Boycott  Campbell’s.” 

An  increasing  number  of  religious 
groups  make  this  charge:  You  are  eating 
a  product  “tainted”  by  the  “unchristian” 
treatment  of  farmworkers  if  the  product 
includes  tomatoes  from  these  fields  and 
carries  the  label  of  the  Campbell  Soup 
Co. 

Is  that  a  valid  assessment? 

Directors  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
determined  during  a  meeting  last  fall 
that  they  weren’t  well  enough  informed 
to  decide.  They  instructed  staff  members 
to  research  the  issue  so  that  during  their 
meeting  later  this  month  in  Dallas  they 
might  be  able  to  make  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  all  United  Methodists  on  how  they 
can  most  responsibly  deal  with  the 
"Campbell’s  boycott.” 

Church  and  Society  leaders  have  been 
interviewing  farmworkers,  farmers, 
Campbell’s  officials  and  local  United 
Methodist  leaders. 

The  Reporter  —  acting  independently 

—  has  been  doing  the  same. 

UMs  on  all  sides 

What  emerges  is  a  complex  agri¬ 
culture-labor-economic  issue.  United 
Methodists  are  visible  on  every  side  and 
at  every  level.  Some  United  Methodists 
are  funding  farmworker  organizing 
efforts.  Others  are  advocating  the 
boycott  of  Campbell’s  products.  Others 
are  the  farmers  who  have  been  struck  by 
the  farmworkers  since  1978.  Many  other 
United  Methodists  are  laborers,  foremen 
and  managers  at  the  Campbell’s 
canneries.  All  indicate  they  believe  they 
are  living  by  Christian  principles. 

“This  is  a  very  polarized  issue,  and  the 
polarization  is  in  the  church  itself,”  said 
the  Rev.  James  Foster,  a  UM  district 
superintendent. 

Farmworkers  —  represented  by  the 


'Abandoned 
at  birth' 


H  Is  a  mlracla  that  NIRMALA  Is  aliva. 
Shortly  aft «r  hor  mothor  gava  birth  to 
hor,  sho  tostod  tho  child  undor  tho 
whools  of  a  lorry.  Pooplo  passing  by 
hoard  tho  baby's  crlos,  roscuod  hor  and 
took  hor  to  a  noarby  orphanago.  Two 
yoors  would  pass  boforo  Nirmala  was 
strong  in  hoalth,  and  ovon  today,  at  ago 
7,  sho  is  a  frail  child. 

Nirmala  is  roprosontativo  of  many 
chlldron  from  India  —  abandonod  and 
with  llttlo  hopo  for  tomorrow.  WCI  is  try¬ 
ing  to  holp  |ust  as  many  chlldron  as  pos¬ 
sible,  feeding  them  with  physical  and 
spiritual  food.  This  Is  done  through  tho 
sponsorship  program. 

What  does  it  cost?  Only  $13  a  month. 
Surely  not  an  exorbitant  amount  to  food, 
clothe  and  educate  a  child.  And  tho  joys 
of  sponsorship  are  beyond  compare! 
You  may  write  "your”  child  H  you  wish 
and  you  will  receive  regular  progress  re¬ 
ports.  The  sponsorship  can  be  for  any 
length  of  time.  You  will  receive  the 
child's  name,  address,  photo  and  case 
history. 

WORLD  S  CHILDREN  INC.  is  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  approved  as  all  donations  are 
tax  deductible.  Administrative  costs  are 
kept  at  a  minimum  —  in  1W1,  WO  sent 
M.1  percent  of  all  funds  received  on 
overseas  for  the  children's  needs.  You 
may  request  an  audit  copy. 

Won't  you  write  today,  requesting  the 
sponsorship  of  Nirmala  or  another  child 
like  her?  We  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you. 

Please  write: 


Writ*  to:  Mrs.  Carol  A.  Ivey,  Director,  P.O.  i 
'on.  Pi  U*$0. 


Farm  Labor  Organizing  Committee 
(FLOC)  based  in  Toledo  —  are 
demanding  wages  that  are  high  enough 
so  that  “children,  mothers  with  young 
children  and  old  people  won’t  have  to 
spend  their  days  stooping  in  the  fields  so 
their  families  can  survive.” 

FLOC  also  wants  Campbell’s  to  sit 
down  in  a  three-way  negotiation  to 
establish  health  insurance  coverage  and 
a  guarantee  that  FLOC  members  will  get 
first  choice  for  jobs  on  mechanical 
harvesters  as  their  farmer  employers 
decide  to  mechanize. 

Baldemar  Velasquez,  president  of 
FLOC  since  its  beginning  in  1967,  told  the 
Reporter  that  he  realized  by  1971  that  the 
farmers  could  do  little  to  help  their 
employees  and  that  the  food  corporations 
\  pulled  all  the  strings,  dictating  not  only 
how  much  money  the  farmers  would 
make  but  when  they  would  plant,  when 
they  would  harvest,  what  kinds  of 
pesticides  to  use,  etc. 

Before  the  1978  tomato  harvest,  FLOC 
called  several  meetings  in  Northwest 
Ohio  for  the  farmers  and  food  cor¬ 
porations  to  enter  into  negotiations. 
Receiving  almost  no  response,  FLOC 
targeted  the  most  prominent  corporation 

—  Campbell’s  —  and  a  second  —  Libby’s 

—  which  buys  tomatoes  from  the  same 
counties  in  which  Campbell’s  operates. 

FLOC  struck  all  farmers  who  had 
contracts  with  the  two  corporations. 

Farmers  feel  victimized 

Most  farmers  claimed  that  they  were 
the  real  victims.  More  than  2,000  workers 

—  mostly  Mexican-American  migrants 
from  Texas  —  walked  away  from  the 
fields  at  the  peak  of  the  harvest,  leaving 
the  tomatoes  to  rot  on  the  vine. 

The  farmers  said  they  felt  it  was  unfair 
to  strike  them  when  they  had  no  control 
over  getting  Campbell’s  to  agree  to  a 
three-way  contract  negotiation  which 
FLOC  demanded  as  the  provision  for 
ending  the  strike. 

A  Campbell’s  spokesman  in  the 
Camden,  N.J.,  headquarters  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  corporation  has  no 
relationship  with  the  farmworkers  and 
absolutely  will  not  become  involved  in  a 
labor  issue  that  is  between  the  workers 
and  the  farmers. 

FLOC’s  demands  on  Campbell’s  have 


Call  for  boycott  to  aid  Ohio  tomato  pickers  drives 
wedge  between  UMs  with  different  perspectives. 


no  validity  under  federal  or  Ohio  labor 
laws,  government  lawyers  told  the 
Reporter.  However,  the  demands  are  not 
novel.  California  has  a  law  which  forces 
third  parties  —  such  as  Campbell’s  in 
this  case  —  to  come  to  the  bargaining 
table,  according  to  Bill  Camp,  spokes¬ 
man  for  the  California  Agricultural 
Labor  Relations  Board. 

The  law  recognizes  that  the 
corporation  which  decides  “how  much 
money  is  in  the  pot”  is  the  one  that  ought 
to  be  bargaining  with  the  workers  rather 
than  an  in-between  employer  such  as  a 
farmer,  said  Mr.  Camp,  a  UM  layman. 

“Labor  negotiations  are  based  on  a 
reasonable  balance  of  power  between 
workers  and  managers,”  he  said.  “You 
don’t  ever  get  honest  negotiations  until 
you  have  the  balance.  Regardless  of 
what  our  religion  tells  us,  we  aren’t 
inclined  to  give  our  brother  more  than  we 
have  to.  California  law  helps  give  the 
necessary  balance.” 

Meanwhile,  United  Methodist  farmers 
here  maintain  that  their  workers  not  only 
have  had  good  working  conditions  but 
have  earned  far  in  excess  of  the 
minimum  wage.  FLOC  claims  the  wage 
is  below  the  minimum.  All  persons  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  Reporter  agreed  that 
because  of  poor  bookkeeping  and  the 
payment  of  workers  by  the  hampers  of 
tomatoes  picked,  nobody  knows  exactly 
how  much  the  workers  earn. 

The  farmers,  their  pastors,  Campbell’s 
officials  and  FLOC  leaders  all  told  the 
Reporter  that  they  appreciated  the 
professionalism  of  the  UM  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  people  as  they  made 
on-site  investigations. 

But  FLOC  leaders  chastised  members 
of  the  local  churches  for  not  “taking  an 
active  stand  for  the  Christian  principles 
they  profess  to  believe  by  helping  the 
farmworkers.” 

UM  funds  support  strikers 

And  the  farmers  are  particularly  upset 
that  the  denominations  to  which  they 
belong  have  provided  much  of  the 
funding  to  keep  FLOC  alive.  Mr. 
Velasquez  acknowledged  that  only  about 
700  of  the  3,400  workers  who  have  signed 
“authorization  cards”  with  FLOC 
actually  pay  union  dues. 

Most  of  the  religious  support  has  come 


from  Roman  Catholic  organizations. 
Other  money  has  come  from  national  and 
regional  units  of  the  United 
Presbyterian,  Disciples  and  Episcopal 
Churches,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

Additionally,  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  gave  FLOC  $6,000  in  1979  to  help 
pay  the  salary  of  an  organizer. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the 
National  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
approximately  $30,000  was  given  to 
FLOC  between  1976  and  1980,  much  of  it 
from  donations  to  the  denomination’s 
missional  priority  on  hunger. 

The  East  Ohio  Annual  Conference’s  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  gave  $300  in  1979. 


Just  last  fall  the  Voluntary  Services 
office  of  Global  Ministries  designated 
FLOC  as  a  “related  project.”  Ray 
Santiago,  a  FLOC  official,  said  the 
UMC’s  Voluntary  Services  provides 
technical  assistance,  training  and  a 
health  benefit  program  to  FLOC’s  head¬ 
quarters  staff. 

The  Boards  of  Church  and  Society  of 
two  UM  annual  conferences  —  New  York 
and  Northern  Illinois  —  have  officially 
endorsed  the  boycott  of  Campbell’s 
products.  The  boycott  is  “responsible 
stewardship  of  a  Christian’s  powers  as  a 
consumer”  to  aid  FLOC  in  its  “life  and 
death  struggle,”  according  to  the  New 
York  group. 

The  Northern  Illinois  group  especially 
has  urged  United  Methodist  churches  to 


Baldemar  Velasquez  directs  the  Ohio  farmworker  campaign  from  a  bustling 
headquarters  in  Toledo.  More  and  more  church  and  community  groups  are  joining  the 
nationwide  boycott  effort.  But  agriculture  and  industry  observers  say  the  superiority 
of  mechanical  harvesters  already  has  defeated  the  tomato  pickers. 
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Happenings  in  the  church  today 


Journalism  award  winner 
announced  for  1982-83 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  Denise  R. 
Johnson-Stovall,  public  information 
officer  at  United  Methodist-related  Clark 
College  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  has  been  named 
recipient  of  the  Stoody-West  Fellowship 
for  Graduate  Study  in  Journalism  for 
1982-83. 

The  award  is  ■ 
given  annually  by  I 
United  Methodist  | 
Communications  [ 
and  honors  the  late  I 
Dr.  Ralph  Stoody,  I 
general  secretary  I 
of  one  of  the  I 
agency’s  predeces-  I 
sor  organizations,  [ 
and  Dr.  Arthur  I 
West  of  Dayton,  D.  Johnson-Stovall 
who  succeeded  Dr.  Stoody  at  the  helm  of 
Methodist  Information  in  1964  and  an 
associate  general  secretary  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  until  his 
retirement  in  1975. 

Ms.  Johnson-Stovall  intends  to  pursue 
a  graduate  degree  in  journalism  at  the 
Medill  School  of  Journalism  of 
Northwestern  University  in  Evanston, 

m. 

Beyond  graduate  school,  she  said  she 
plans  to  return  to  Atlanta  and  “write 
stories  for  ...  United  Methodist 
publications  .  .  .  and  the  new  television 
ministry. 

Two  public  funds  join  church 
campaign  on  South  Africa 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  For  the  first 
time,  public  pension  funds  have  joined 
church  groups  in  a  shareholder 
resolution  on  South  Africa,  says  the 
Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate 
Responsibility  here. 

The  State  of  California’s  Teachers  Re¬ 
tirement  System  and  Public  Employees 
Retirement  System  are  joining  eight 
church-related  groups  in  filing  a 
resolution  asking  Xerox  not  to  expand 
operations  or  make  sales  to  the  police 
and  military  in  South  Africa  until  the 
government  rescinds  its  race  separation 
laws  and  regulations. 

Timothy  H.  Smith,  ICCR’s  executive 
director,  said  the  California  pension 
funds  have  set  an  “important  precedent” 
in  joining  a  stockholder  action  on  South 
Africa  begun  earlier  by  the  church 


May  10  Middle  East— 14  Day 

Jane  14  European— 15  Day  ALSO  Hawaii— 11  Day 

June  Caribbean  Cruise  —  8  Day 

July/Oct.  World’s  Fair 

ALASKA/AUSTRALIA/CHINA  and  OTHERS 
WORLD  WIDE  CHRISTIAN  TOURS 
P.  O.  Box  S06 
Elizabethtown.  K Y  42701 


WANTED:  SINGERS  AND  NON-SINGERS!! 

|  Join  the  3rd  Annual  METHODIST  festival  choir 

•  European  Concert  Tour  •  Julv  11  ■  August  2 

•  Scandinavian  Concert  Tour  •  June  22  •  July  9 

Singers:  Choral  applicants,  ages  16-24 
Non-Singers:  Supporters  and  chaperones  -  all  ages 

METHODIST  HERITAGE  -  WESLEY  HISTORY  -  METHODIST  MISSIONS 
METHODIST  HOMESTAY  -  CATHEDRAL  PERFORMANCES  — 
COMPREHENSIVE  ITINERARIES 


Dr  Carlton  R  Young.  Director 
METHODIST  FESTIVAL  CHOIR 
Editor.  The  Methodist  Hymnal 


For  Information. 

CALL  TOLL-FREE  1-800-3J6-2515 
or  write  Methodist  Festival  Choir,  etc. 

16  N  Braddock  St.,  winchester,  va  22601 


groups.  The  10  shareholders  represent 
nearly  1.3  million  shares  of  Xerox, 
valued  at  about  $49  million.  All  but 
100,000  shares  are  held  by  the  California 
pension  funds. 

Vatican  plans  to  build  a  nuclear 
bomb  shelter  to  protect  library 

VATICAN  CITY  (RNS)  -  The  Vatican 
has  plans  to  begin  construction  in  June  of 
a  $1.6  million  bomb  shelter  to  protect  its 
priceless  library  collection  against 
possible  nuclear  attack. 

The  Rev.  Alfons  D.  Stickler,  the 
Vatican  Library’s  Austrian  prefect,  said 
the  shelter  would  also  protect  the 
library’s  collection  of  manuscripts  and 
books  against  earthquakes. 

The  Vatican  Library,  dating  from  the 
15th  century,  today  houses  70,000 
manuscripts,  some  750,000  printed  books, 
100,000  maps  and  engravings,  and  many 
thousands  of  archival  volumes  and  files. 

F ormer  world  evangelism 
leader  dies  at  age  75 

BRADENTON,  Fla.  —  The  Rev.  Raoul 
Caulk  ins,  former  head  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  evangelism 
program,  died  here  Feb.  26  at  age  75 
following  a  short  illness. 

Dr.  Caulkins,  a  retired  ministerial 
member  of  the  West  Ohio  conference,  led 
the  WMC  program  particularly  in  the 
1973-76  quadrennium.  Activities  included 
a  convocation  in  Jerusalem  which 
attracted  some  2,400  Methodists  from 
around  the  world,  a  Bible  study 
curriculum  featuring  such  authors  as 
William  Barclay  of  Scotland,  and  a  series 
of  inexpensive  “Pass  It  On"  books. 

Dr.  Joe  Hale,  the  council’s  general 
secretary,  called  Dr.  Caulkins  “a  great 
Christian  statesman.” 

1983  Protestant  Hour 
speaker  announced 

ATLANTA  -  The  Rev.  Ernest  A. 
Fitzgerald  of  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  has 
been  selected  as  the  speaker  for  the  1983 
United  Methodist  series  of  The 
Protestant  Hour. 

Dr.  Fitzgerald, 
senior  minister  of 
Centenary  UMC, 
was  picked  for  the 
preaching  assign¬ 
ment  from  a  field  of 
24  contestants  from 
the  Southeast. 

During  his  16 
years  at  Centenary  | 

UMC,  he  has 
become  well  known  Ernest  Fitzgerald 
through  his  seven  books,  his  speaking 
engagements  and  his  regular  column 
featured  in  Pace  magazine. 

The  Protestant  Hour  has  been  on  the 
air  continuously  since  1945.  It  is  the 
largest  and  oldest  denominational  radio 
program  in  existence. 

March-April  hearings 
part  of  funding  study 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  -  A  national 
committee  created  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  studying  funding  patterns  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
preparing  to  ask  a  variety  of  leaders 
what  they  think  about  several  key 
aspects  of  the  way  the  denomination 


funds  itself. 

The  committee  has  approved  a 
questionnaire  to  be  sent  to  area  and 
annual  conference  officials,  set  five 
March  and  April  hearings  with  church 
leaders  and  scheduled  a  consultation 
with  the  chief  executives  of  general 
agencies. 


BALTIMORE  CONFERENCE  IDRAWING 

Outhouse  building  contest 
set  for  conference  camp 

HARPER’S  FERRY,  W.  Va.  -  Camp 
Manidokan  near  here  needs  10  new 
outhouses,  and  it  is  turning  for  help  to 
local  United  Methodist  church  groups 
within  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference. 

Full  camper  scholarships  will  go  to 
young  people  at  the  local  churches 
submitting  winning  “privy”  designs. 
Each  church  will  then  build  the 
outhouses,  the  Baltimore  conference 
UMR  edition  reports. 

The  outhouses,  which  may  be  built  at 
local  churches  but  must  be  transported 
to  the  camp  by  June  1,  should  be 
practical  in  design  and  in  “harmony  with 
the  natural  setting.” 

WCC  should  consider 
apartheid  in  India 

NEW  DELHI  (EP)  —  Representatives 
of  the  Indian  harijans  (outcastes)  have 
approached  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  with  the  request  that  it  should 
consider  the  problem  of  “apartheid  in 
India."  The  120  million  harijans,  who 
have  no  influence  or  rights,  represent 
almost  one  third  of  the  Indian  population. 
They  regard  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  program  of  drawing  attention 
to  cases  of  racial  discrimination  as  a 
potential  means  of  improving  their  lot, 
according  to  a  report  from  the  German 
Evangelical  Alliance. 

The  Indian  public  is  not  too  perturbed 
by  this  initiative  taken  by  the  harijans. 
The  fact  that  many  of  them  have  become 
Muslims  recently  gives  greater  cause  for 
concern. 

The  reason  For  the  change  in  religion  is 
that  they  hope  to  overcome  their  lack  of 
rights  through  brotherhood  in  a  religion 
that  is  on  the  upswing.  In  this  connection 
reminders  have  been  issued  in  India  that 
the  Islamic  Culture  Centre  in  London 
aims  to  convert  80  million  harijans  to 


Islam  with  the  help  of  petro-dollars. 

The  majority  of  Indians  concede  that 
those  of  their  fellow  countrymen  who 
have  become  Christians  have  remained 
“good  Indians.”  But  the  prevailing 
opinion  in  India  is  that  this  does  not  apply 
to  Muslims,  whose  first  loyalty  is  not  to 
India  but  to  Mecca. 

Communion  service  book 
joins  list  of  worship  aids 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  latest 
release  in  a  series  of  12  supplemental 
worship  resources  for  use  in  United 
Methodist  churches  is  a  58-page 
communion  service  book  for  ministers 
titled  “At  the  Lord’s  Table.”  The  book  is 
designed  not  only  for  planning  services 
but  is  to  be  placed  on  the  communion 
table. 

The  Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman  said  the  new 
book  was  produced  in  response  to 
expressed  need.  In  1974  he  wrote  an 
article  for  The  Interpreter  magazine  in 
which  he  observed  that  some  persons 
find  the  communion  ritual  in  the  “Book 
of  Hymns”  to  be  hard  to  use  during 
Advent  or  at  Christmas  because  of  its 
emphasis  on  Jesus’  death  rather  than  his 
birth. 

Buried  in  the  article,  Dr.  Hickman 
offered  readers  copies  of  communion 
services  written  for  Christmas  Eve  as 
well  as  services  for  Epiphany  and  the 
renewal  of  vows.  To  his  surprise,  800 
persons  wrote  and  requested  the  services 
and  asked  for  others  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year. 

The  Supplemental  Worship  Resource 
project  is  sponsored  by  the  Section  on 
Worship  and  the  items  are  published  by 
Abingdon. 


stop  collecting  Campbell’s  labels  and 
redeeming  them  with  the  corporation  for 
educational  equipment  for  Red  Bird 
Mission  School,  a  UM  project  in 
Appalachia. 

FLOC  initiated  a  boycott  against 
Campbell’s  and  Libby’s  in  1979  to  apply 
further  pressure  on  the  companies  to 
negotiate  a  contract.  FLOC  has  not 
emphasized  the  Libby’s  boycott  because 
the  company  is  of  secondary  importance 
in  the  labor  campaign  and  because 
Libby’s  has  sold  the  area  cannery  that 
purchases  the  tomatoes.  Libby’s 
continues  to  buy  from  the  canneries, 
however. 

Machines  replaced  strikers 

A  visitor  to  FLOC’s  bustling  head¬ 
quarters  on  the  second  floor  of  a 
deteriorating  annex  to  an  inner  city 
Catholic  church  in  Toledo  gets  the  feeling 
that  FLOC  is  in  the  middle  of  the  most 
dynamic  cause  around.  There  are 
envelopes  to  stuff,  newsletters  to  write, 
sweatshirts  to  ship.  Forty-six  cities  now 
have  Campbell’s  boycott  organizing 
committees. 

But  a  visit  to  the  small  towns  in  the 
middle  of  the  tomato  fields  gives  quite  a 
different  impression.  Most  of  the 
permanent  residents  here  believe  the 
labor  issue  is  dead. 

Farmers  with  Campbell’s  contracts 
were  required  by  the  corporation  in  1979 
to  buy  mechanical  harvesters.  The  jobs 
held  by  the  striking  farmworkers  no 
longer  exist. 

Furthermore,  two  state  agriculture 
extension  agents  (who  also  are  United 
Methodist  laymen)  told  the  Reporter  that 
other  farmers  have  seen  that  mechanical 
harvesting  is  far  cheaper  than  paying 
pickers.  Since  the  strike  began,  the  per¬ 
centage  of  Ohio  tomatoes  picked  by 
machine  has  risen  from  29  percent  to  60 
percent,  extension  agent  Glenn  Maddy 
said,  even  though  the  strike  affected  only 
a  small  percentage  of  the  farmers. 

California  tomatoes  have  been 
harvested  nearly  100  percent  by 
machines  for  years. 

“FLOC  has  eliminated  the  hand  jobs  in 
Ohio,”  Mr.  Maddy  said. 

Permanent  residents  need  jobs 

And  FLOC’s  claim  to  the  few  jobs  avail¬ 
able  on  the  machines  appears  futile, 
he  said.  While  permanent  residents  have 
shown  no  interest  in  stoop  work,  they  have 
been  eager  to  take  the  jobs  atop  the  ma¬ 
chines,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Gwinn  Lacy,  UM  pastor  in 
Putnam  County,  pointed  out  that  22 
percent  of  the  permanent  work  force  of 
his  county  is  unemployed.  Mr.  Lacy,  who 
has  spent  several  years  in  migrant 
ministries,  said  the  outlook  seems  dim 
for  the  migrant  workers  when  so  many 
permanent  residents  are  willing  to  take 
the  jobs  for  cheaper  wages  than  the 
migrant  workers  demand. 

Daryl  Knipp,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  who  is  president  of  the  Heinz 
Growers  Association,  said  profits  are  so 
much  greater  when  using  machines  that 
he  can’t  imagine  farmers  using  pickers 
even  if  the  strike  is  settled.  The  strike 
just  helped  farmers  break  with  their 
traditional  method  to  try  something 
better,  he  said. 

Roger  Duncan,  a  Campbell’s  spokes¬ 
man,  said  his  company  recognizes  that 
the  migrant  workers  have  a  problem  and 
that  their  situation  has  become  worse 
with  the  increased  mechanization. 

“But  the  mechanization  enables  the 
tomato  industry  to  survive  and  saves 
other  jobs,”  he  said.  Without  the  money 
savings  from  the  machines,  Ohio 
farmers  soon  would  have  been  unwilling 
to  grow  tomatoes  for  the  same  price  as 
paid  to  the  “mechanized”  California 
farmers,  he  said.  “We  may  have  just 
stopped  buying  tomatoes  in  Ohio  and  ship¬ 
ped  the  paste  from  California.  That’s  what 
happened  in  New  Jersey  two  years  ago. 
ago. 

“The  crux  of  the  problem  for  the 
migrants  is  in  Florida  and  Texas  where 
they  live.  Why  does  a  huge  group  of 
people  not  have  access  to  jobs  there  so 
they  don’t  have  to  move  all  the  time  to 
work?”  he  asked. 


I  CLASS 

IFIED 

PULASKI  HEIGHTS  UMC  (4,200  members),  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  director  of  youth 
with  a  beginning  salary  of  115,000  plus  employee 
benefits.  Send  resume  to  Michael  Parker,  PHUMC, 
P.  0.  Box  5125,  Little  Rock,  AR  72205. 

EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH  SPECIALIST  to  serve 
on  pastoral  team  in  1,500-member  UM  church  in 
Scottsdale.  A Z.  $21,000  package.  Send  resume  to  4140 
Miller,  85251. 

EDUCATIONAL  DIRECTOR  (non-ordained).  Send 
resume  and  references  to  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  La  Junta  UMC,  609 San  Juan  Avenue,  La 
Junta.  CO  81050. 

TWO  EXTRAORDINARY  TOURS  to  the  People's 
Republic  of  China,  June  24-June  13/oplional 
extension/Singapore  and  Malaysia.  China  I  — 
Peking,  Shanghai,  Manchuria,  Hong  Kong.  $2,595. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Youth 
(Combination  position).  Membership  775  and 
growing.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume,  photo, 
salary  requirements  to  the  Rev.  Guy  Pry,  1717 
Pioneer,  Wharton,  TX  77488.  (713)  532-4623. 

State  Guest  House,  Peking;  X'ian,  Shanghai, 
Hangzhou,  Guilin,  Canton,  Hong  Kong.  $3,395  —  both 
from  San  Francisco.  Experienced  tour  leaders:  I. 
Bill  Funk,  240  Westchester  Drive,  Decatur,  GA  30030 
(404)  377-9067.  II.  Marvel  Walter,  2512  Nason  Ave.,  El 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  dynamic  church. 
200  youth  at  UMYF.  College  ministries  included  in 
position.  Supervise  four  interns.  Salary /benefits 
competitive.  Resume  to:  the  Rev,  O.  Dean  Martin, 
Trinity  UMC,  3536  NW  Eighth  Avenue,  Gainesville, 
FL  32605. 

Cerrito,  CA  94530  (  415  )  2374789. 

SEEKING  QUALIFIED  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 
Education:  Responsibilities  in  Children,  Youth, 
Adult  ministries  in  1,400-member  UMC,  Alvin, 
Texas.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  H.  B. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and  Music  Director  for 

all  phases  of  education  and  music  in  an  established 
United  Methodist  Church.  Community  size  10,000, 
church  size  900  members.  Location  near  Houston  and 
Beaumont.  Need  resume,  picture,  references.  First 
UMC.  P.O.  Box  469,  Liberty.  TX  77575,  (713)  366-6401 . 

Jemigan,  611 W.  South,  Alvin,  TX  77511. 

HAVE  AN  ALPINE  ADVENTURE  July  20-August  6. 
The  best  of  Germany,  Switzerland,  Austria  and  the 
Alps.  Tour  guided  by  the  Rev.  Les  King,  1818  Paloma 
Ave.,  Sanford,  FL  32771 .  Send  for  brochure. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  -  Youth.  Young  Adult  Worker 
position  available  June  1.  1982,  at  Trinity  UMC,  320 
Robertsvilie  Road,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37830.  Salary 
$13,220  plus  travel.  Send  resume. 

HOLY  LANDS  TOUR  (Israel.  Jordan.  Egypt.  Greece) 
May  10-24,  1982.  Write  for  exciting  brochure  of 
inexpensive  tour  of  lifetime  with  seasoned  travellers, 
to  Dr.  Cecil  P.  E.  PoUieger,  241  E.  Third  St.,  Media, 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DCE/MUSIC  Director  for 

growing  700-member  church.  $12-15,000  starting 
salary.  Send  resume  to  First  UMC,  P.  O.  Box  86, 
Deming,  NM  88031  or  call  (505)  5464541. 

CHINA  FROM  THE  INSIDE,  July  3-26,  1982. 
Traveling  seminar  unique  for  the  inside  church- 
related  experience  of  leaders.  $3,200  from  West 
Coast  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Findley.  1206  E. 
Seventh,  Winfield,  KS  67156,  (316  )  221-9139. 

WANTED:  ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR  with 
recreational  training  to  plan  and  direct  fellowship 

gym.  Marvin  U MC,  300  W  Erwin ,  Tyler,  TX  75702. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  OPERATIONS  for 

POSITION  OPEN  DIRECTOR  of  Youth/Children 
Ministries,  June  1982,  in  2,300-member  church. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  First  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  416,  Muskogee,  OK  74401,  or  call  (918)  682-3368. 

Landsun  Homes  of  Carlsbad,  N.M.  Must  have 
training  and/or  experience  in  financial  management 
and  business  administration,  preferably  health- 
service  related.  Salary  negotiable.  Position 
available  July  1, 1982.  Sena  resume  to  Administrator, 
2002  Westridge  Rd..  Carlsbad,  NM  88220,  by  March 
22,1962. 

CHURCH  WITH  AVERAGE  attendance  700  in  wor¬ 
ship,  470  in  church  school  seeks  full  time  Music 

Music  and  personal  Christian  commitment  required. 
Salary  negotiable.  Resume  should  be  addressed  to: 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  c/o  Pastor-Parish 
Committee,  1206  Greenwood  Ln.,  Alamogordo,  N  M 
88310. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  -  30  hr./ 
week  opening  for  Youth  Director  in  multiple-staff 
church  located  in  college  town.  Send  resume  and 
references  to:  Staff-Pariah  Committee,  1060  Med 
Park  Dr.,  Las  Cruces,  N.  M.  88001. 

MARCH  19. 1982 
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Group  protests  ‘landmark’  status 


Artist  says  icons  fill  American  life 


By  ELLIOTT  WRIGHT 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  designation 
of  churches  and  synagogues  as  historic 
landmarks  that  must  be  maintained  ac¬ 
cording  to  government  rules  violates  the 
free  exercise  of  religion,  a  locally 
prominent  interreligious  organization 
has  charged. 

A  40-page  report  alleged  that  landmark 
status,  which  in  New  York  protects  the 
exterior  of  structures,  is  often  a  liability 
to  religious  ministry  by  diverting  funds 
into  bricks  and  mortar. 

A  special  study  unit  of  the  Committee 
of  Religious  Leaders,  representing 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish 
groups,  also  accused  the  New  York  City 
Landmarks  Preservation  Commission  of 
ignoring  the  wishes  of  congregations  in 
making  landmark  designations. 

New  York  City  has  some  100  churches 
and  synagogues  with  individual  land¬ 
mark  status,  plus  many  more  in  of¬ 
ficially  declared  “historic  districts.’’  The 


Says  architecture  rules 
infringe  on  religious  freedom 


owners  of  such  buildings  may  not  change 
the  facade  without  approval  of  the  Land¬ 
marks  Commission  and  must  maintain 
them  under  guidelines  provided  by  the 
Commission.  Landmark  buildings,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  interreligious  study,  are 
difficult  to  sell  if  they  are  no  longer 
needed  for  religious  purposes. 

The  landmarking  of  churches  and 
synagogues  in  the  nation’s  largest  city 
has  become  increasingly  controversial  in 
the  past  few  years  especially  as  parishes 
and  temples  attempt  to  develop  their 
property  to  meet  changing  religious  and 
community  needs.  Several  churches  that 
have  wanted  to  divest  or  redevelop  land¬ 
mark  buildings  have  found  themselves  at 


loggerheads  with  the  Landmarks  Com¬ 
mission.  Among  those  are  St.  Michael’s 
Episcopal  Church  in  Manhattan,  St. 
Paul’s  Catholic  Church  in  Brooklyn,  the 
Conservative  Synagogue  of  Fifth 
Avenue,  the  Church  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 
Andrew  (United  Methodist)  in  Manhat¬ 
tan,  and,  more  recently,  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew’s  Episcopal  Church  on  Park  Ave. 

At  a  press  conference  announcing  a 
campaign  to  have  religious  structures 
removed  with  Landmarks  Commission 
authority,  Suffragan  Bishop  Stuart  Wet- 
more  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  noted  that 
the  special  study  of  the  issue  began 
before  the  nationally  publicized  con¬ 
troversy  over  St.  Bartholomew’s. 


By  RICHARD  C.  DUJARDIN 
PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  (RNS)  -  For 
years  some  scholars  and  church  people 
have  recorded  a  seeming  loss  of  ritual  in 
American  life.  The  traditional  religious 
symbols  and  rituals,  they  say,  no  longer 
seem  to  hold  the  public  imagination  as 
they  once  did. 

But  to  say  that  American  culture  is 
more  “secular”  now  does  not  mean  that 
people  are  not  moved  by  icons, 
sacraments  and  symbols,  says  Gregor  T. 
Goethals,  a  professor  of  art  history  at  the 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design. 

Rituals,  icons  pervasive 
Professor  Goethals,  also  a  mosaicist 
and  liturgical  artist,  has  been  studying 
the  subject  of  art  and  symbol  in 
American  life  for  six  years,  and  she 
concludes  that  rituals  and  icons  are  as 
pervasive  in  our  modern-day  American 


Super  Bowl  is  ‘ultimate  in 
ritualization’  —  Ms.  Goethals 


culture  as  they  were  in  the  Middle  Ages. 
And,  she  says,  we  are  as  devoted  to  our 
rituals  as  anyone  in  the  past. 

The  difference  now,  she  says,  is  that 
television  has  become  our  new  altar.  Just 
as  the  people  of  the  past  drew  meaning 
and  understanding  of  our  place  in  the 
cosmos  by  gazing  at  icons,  we  put  things 
together  by  sitting  down  ritualistically 
every  night  and  watching  the  evening 
news. 

We  may  not  even  realize  that  we  are 
joining  in  a  sacramental  event  when  we 
are  sitting  down  to  watch  television,  she 
says.  But  it  is  through  television,  she 


maintains,  that  our  life  as  a  community 
is  shared. 

Professor  Goethals  is  in  the  midst  of 
research  on  a  new  book  about  the  role 
and  impact  of  the  electronic  church  on 
the  American  scene.  This,  she  says,  is  a 
counterbalance  to  another  book  of  hers, 
published  last  year  by  Beacon  Press  and 
soon  to  go  into  paperback,  on  how 
television  has  taken  the  place  of 
sacraments  in  our  time. 

New  American  rituals 

In  her  first  book,  “The  TV  Ritual,” 
Professor  Goethals  identifies  some  of  the 
things  that  she  says  have  become  the 


new  American  rituals  which  allow  us  to 
“transcend”  the  events  in  our  own  daily 
existence. 

The  Super  Bowl,  which  she  describes 
as  the  “ultimate  in  ritualization”  and  a 
sacramental  occasion  “more  familiar, 
even  to  those  who  are  not  fans,  than  many 
events  in  the  Christian  liturgical  year.” 

The  nightly  news,  which  provides 
community  solidarity  by  exposing 
countless  citizens  to  identical 
explanations  of  how  things  are,  how  they 
came  to  be  and  what  might  be  expected. 

The  Republican  and  Democratic 

national  conventions,  which  offer  ,  ..  e  ,Ar*  .  . 

moments  of  high  liturgical  drama.  United  Methodists  fund  Africa,  Asia  projects 

Professor  Goethals  says  television  has  EVANSTON,  ILL.  —  A  group  of  women  meet  to  discuss  their  church  leadership 
also  come  to  replace  religion  and  art  as  roles  somewhere  in  Africa,  top,  and  Asian  youngsters  enjoy  a  Bible  lesson,  below,  in  a 

the  prime  vehicle  for  conveying  the  icons,  small  mission  church.  Both  activities  are  sponsored  by  the  Adv  ance  —  a  disciples’ 
stories,  images  and  symbols  by  which  we  partnership  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
come  to  understand  our  universe.  religious  news  service  photo 


The  latter  has  angered  preser¬ 
vationists  by  deciding  to  demolish  its 
parish  house  to  make  way  for  a  high  rise 
office  building  which  would  provide  both 
church  space  and  rental  income. 

Requiring  religious  groups  to  maintain 
property  as  historic  shrines  gives  a 
government  agency  —  the  Landmarks 
Preservation  Commission  —  the  power 
to  determine  how  a  congregation  will 
spend  its  money,  according  to  the  inter- 
religious  report.  This,  said  the  report,  “is 
abhorrent  to  our  national  heritage  of 
liberty  of  conscience  and  freedom  of 
religion.” 

The  Rev.  N.  J.  L.  L’Heureux  Jr., 
executive  director  of  the  Queens 
Federation  of  Churches,  chaired  the 
special  panel  that  produced  the  report 
critical  of  the  landmarks  law. 

Of  the  100  churches  or  synagogues  with 
individual  landmark  designation,  he 
said,  one  third  opposes  the  status. 


Book  review 


Committee  seeks  ‘Life’ 


Digest’s  Bible  atlas  gives  pictorial  history  theme  forWCC  meeting 

i  of  the  Bible,  The  Reader’s  Digest  Editors  and  their  scholar-consultants  this  Maundy  Thursday  drama  based  the  tableau  set  the  stage  for  our 


Atlas  of  the  Bible,  The  Reader’s  Digest 
Association,  edited  by  Joseph  Gardner, 
distributed  by  Random  House,  Inc.,  N.Y. 
256  pp.,  300  illustrations,  $20.50. 

By  TWILA  ROLLER 

Christians  involved  in  pre-Easter 
studies  of  Holy  Week  events  will  find 
visual  clarification  in  this  book  just 
published  by  the  Reader’s  Digest. 

A  double-page  view  of  the  Jerusalem  of 
2,000  years  ago,  as  it  has  been 
reconstructed,  identifies  such  sites  as 
Mount  of  Olives,  Garden  of  Gethsemane 
and,  across  the  walled  city,  the  Hill  of 
Calvary. 

The  New  Testament  stories  of  Jesus’ 
journey  to  Jerusalem,  his  death  and 
resurrection,  are  illustrated  with  photos 
of  present-day  Jerusalem,  each  with  a 
map  and  artists’  conception  of  the  event. 

The  entire  Bible  is  treated  in  the  same 
way. 

Beginning  with  the  world  of  the 
patriarchs,  stories  of  one  or  two  page- 
length  each  have  accompanying  maps, 
photographs  and  illustrations. 

Maps  of  the  same  land  —  bridge 
between  Africa  and  Asia,  the  Holy  Land, 
are  shown  over  and  over,  each 
pinpointing  the  known  locations  of  that 
time  in  history. 

Scale  of  the  maps  is  projected  as  high 
as  one  inch  to  eight  miles. 

A  32-page  “Gazetteer  of  the  Bible 
World,”  lists  900  biblical  place-names 
with  location,  history  and  biblical 
reference. 

A  two-page  chronology  shows  how 
people  and  events  of  the  Bible  related  to 
other  ancient  civilizations.  Other 
features  depict  currency,  weights  and 
measures,  dress,  geology,  archaeology 
and  Biblical  history. 


Editors  and  their  scholar-consultants 
certainly  have  succeeded  in  their  stated 
purpose  of  providing  a  “deeper  under¬ 
standing  of  the  historical,  geographic 
and  social  contest  of  the  Bible’s 
immortal  stories”  in  this  illustrated 
guide  to  the  Holy  Land. 

Ms.  Roller  is  a  religious  news  writer 
for  the  Albuquerque  Journal. 

Lord,  Is  It  I?  An  Abingdon  Play  by 
Frederick  S.  Thompson,  Abingdon  Press, 
1981,  npa. 

By  J.  C.  MONTGOMERY 
For  several  years  large  crowds  have 
thronged  the  sanctuary  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  Moberly,  Mo.,  to  see 

History  of  Hymns 


this  Maundy  Thursday  drama  based 
on  Leonardo  da  Vinci’s  painting,  “The 
Last  Supper.”  Now  Abingdon  Press  has 
published  this  play,  and  it  is  available  for 
local  churches  seeking  to  do  the  unusual 
or  dramatic  in  Lent  or  on  Maundy 
Thursday. 

Mr.  Thompson,  a  layman,  has 
combined  biblical  study  and  historical 
research  with  a  facile  writing  style  to 
make  the  famous  painting  come  alive 
through  a  series  of  monologues,  each 
delivered  by  an  actor  representing  one  of 
the  twelve  disciples.  From  the  lips  of 
each  we  hear  of  his  relationship  to  Jesus 
and  the  other  disciples.  The  speeches  and 


the  tableau  set  the  stage  for  our 
understanding  of  the  climactic  events  in 
the  life  of  the  Master. 

In  addition  to  the  speaking  parts  the 
author  supplies  simple  suggestions  for 
stage  settings,  costuming  and  makeup, 
and  the  musical  background  which 
intersperses  the  drama.  Even  beyond  the 
13  actors  many  others  can  have  a  part  in 
its  production;  and  all  others  watching 
can  have  a  part  in  “the  greatest  story 
ever  told.” 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Montgomery  Jr.  is  the 
superintendent  of  the  Columbia-Mexico, 
Missouri  District  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


GENEVA  (EPS)  -  With  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  next  assembly  less 
than  18  months  away,  its  executive 
committee  last  month  concentrated  on 
developing  theme  and  issues  of  the  July 
24-August  10,  1983  world  church 

gathering  in  Vancouver.  The  26-person 
committee  is  chaired  by  Canadian 
Archbishop  Edward  Scott. 

The  committee  set  out  the  assembly 
theme,  "Jesus  Christ  —  the  Life  of  the 
World,”  in  four  sub-themes:  “Life,  a  Gift 
of  God;”  “Life  Confronting  and  Over¬ 
coming  Death;”  “Life  in  its  Fullness;” 


and  "Life  in  Unity.”  Also  approved  were 
eight  assembly  issues  related  to  the  work 
of  the  WCC  since  its  last  assembly  in 
Nairobi  in  1975. 

Documentation  on  the  assembly  theme 
and  issues  is  to  be  tested  in  an  extensive 
program  of  visitation  and  consultation 
among  the  301  WCC  member  churches  in 
more  than  100  countries.  That  effort  is 
scheduled  to  begin  this  month. 

Besides  assembly  preparation,  the 
committee  reviewed  WCC  ecumenical 
activities  since  the  central  committee 
met  last  August. 


Church  agencies  unite 


English  hymn  extols  God’s  word  to  monitor  aid  to  Poland 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
O  Word  of  God  Incarnate, 

O  Wisdom  from  on  high, 

O  Truth  unchanged,  unchanging, 

O  Light  of  our  dark  sky: 

We  praise  thee  for  the  radiance 
That  from  the  hallowed  page, 

A  lantern  to  our  footsteps, 

Shines  on  from  age  to  age. 

William  Walsham  How  wrote  these 
lines  in  1867,  when  he  was  a  Church  of 
England  minister  at  Whittington,  a 
pleasant  farming  village  on  the  Welsh 
border  of  England. 

A  distinguished  churchman,  he  was 
highly  regarded  for  his  unassuming 
manner,  his  love  for  his  people,  and  his 
unconcern  for  higher  ecclesiastical 
positions.  Appointed  a  bishop  in  East 
London,  he  was  best  known  for  his  work 


among  the  poor  of  its  poverty-stricken 
slum  area. 

He  wrote  more  than  60  hymns,  but  only 
four  are  known  today.  In  addition  to  the 
present  one,  they  are  “We  Give  Thee  But 
Thine  Own,”  “For  All  the  Saints  Who 
From  Their  Labors  Rest,”  and  “O  Jesus, 
Thou  Art  Standing.” 

“O  Word  of  God  Incarnate”  expresses 
beautiful  praise  for  the  Bible.  Every  line 
mirrors  Mr.  How’s  love  for  and  devotion 
to  God’s  Word.  The  initial  stanza 
employs  four  striking  synonymns  — 
“Word,”  “Wisdom,”  “Truth,”  and 
“Light”  —  as  names  for  Holy  Scripture. 

Metaphors  and  similes  abound, 

Dear  Deborah 


reminding  us  of  the  significant  influence 
that  God’s  Word  brings  to  our  lives:  The 
Bible  is  a  “banner,”  a  unifying  symbol 
providing  courage,  strength  and 
inspiration;  a  “beacon”  to  warn  of 
danger,  harm  and  wrong;  a  “chart  and 
compass”  giving  direction  to  life  and  a 
ready  reference  for  staying  on  course  in 
the  Christian  pilgrimage. 

The  final  stanza  is  a  prayer  that  the 
church  may  be  a  faithful  steward  of  the 
treasure  of  God’s  Word,  and  that  it  may 
always  be  a  path  to  guide  individuals  to 
God. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Bringing  in  the  Sheaves" 


Young  minister 
rocks  old  boat 


GENEVA  (EPS)  —  The  six  church 
agencies  operationally  involved  in 
material  aid  shipments  to  Poland  have 
decided  to  form  a  task  force  which  will 
meet  regularly  to  monitor  the  effects. 

The  group’s  formation  marks  a 
transition  from  emergency,  ad  hoc 
arrangements  for  Polish  aid  to  a  more 
ordered,  longer-term  effort,  expected  to 
include  shipments  of  500-plus  metric  tons 
per  month. 

Representatives  of  the  six  agencies  — 
Danchurch  Aid,  Das  Diakonische  Werk 
(BRD  [West  Germany]),  Kirkens 
Nodhjelp  (Norway),  Lutherhjalpen 
(Sweden),  Church  World  Service  (USA), 
and  ADB  (Netherlands)  —  plan  a  first 
meeting  in  Amsterdam  in  early  March. 
The  World  Council  of  Churches  inter- 
church  aid  commission  (CICARWS)  con¬ 
tinues  its  role  as  coordinator  for  the 


agencies,  who  have  handled  contribu¬ 
tions  from  themselves,  other  agencies  in 
their  countries,  and  sources  in  other 
countries  such  as  France,  Switzerland, 
Iceland,  Finland,  UK,  Canada,  Austra¬ 
lia,  and  New  Zealand.  In  recent  weeks, 
aid  has  also  come  from  church  sources  in 
Austria  and  the  DDR  (East  Germany). 

The  six  agencies  have  been  allotted  a 
number  of  regional  committees  of  the 
Polish  Ecumenical  Council  to  supply  on  a 
regular  basis.  Some  aid  from  them  also 
goes  through  Polish  government  and 
Roman  Catholic  channels. 

Some  support  for  the  agencies'  and 
other  non-governmental  organizations’ 
Polish  assistance  work  is  coming  from 
funds  allocated  by  the  ministers  council 
of  the  10-nation  European  Community. 
That  is  projected  to  total  approximately 
$8.2  million  in  the  March-May  period. 


Burial  of  Christ  is  sculpture’s  theme 


The  sculpture,  above,  depicting  Jesus  being  laid  in  the  sepulchre,  adorns  the  walls 
of  Mt.  St.  Mary’s  Seminary  in  Emmitsburg.  Md.  Dr.  Gregor  Goethals  suggests  in  an 
article  elsewhere  on  this  page  that  television  has  replaced  traditional  symbols,  rituals 
and  icons  in  American  culture.  religious  news  service  photo 


Dear  Deborah: 

When  you  feel  the  church  you  love  is 
going  down  the  drain,  what  can  you  do 
about  it?  Four  years  ago  the  bishop 
appointed  a  young  minister  here  and  we 
were  all  enthused  about  him.  This  has 
been  a  stable  church  for  years  and  there 
are  those  of  us  who  have  kept  it  that  way; 
we  have  always  used  tried  and  true 
leadership. 

However,  after  three  years,  this 
minister  decided  on  his  own  that  there 
ought  to  be  new  and  younger  leadership 
in  most  of  the  key  places  (I  think  he 
wants  ALL  new  leadership).  He  has  been 
consistently  putting  all  of  the  good  old 
leaders  out  to  pasture.  Things  are  being 
done  that  we  don't  like  and  some  of  the 
old  leaders  have  already  left  and  others 
are  threatening  to.  I  see  only  disaster 
ahead. 

Don't  suggest  going  to  the  regional 
superintendent  or  the  bishop.  We  tried 
that  and  the  answer  is  " give  him  a 
chance."  But  a  chance  is  stretching  out 
too  long.  I  have  talked  with  this  minister 
and  told  him  what  was  happening.  All  he 
answers  is  that  we  must  give  new  people 
a  chance  at  leadership  even  if  they  fail. 
What  do  you  think  about  this?  I  will  pass 
your  column  on  to  him. 

DearR.  L.:  R  L' 

Promise  you  will  pass  this  column  on 
no  matter  what  I  answer?  I  hope  so.  You 
are  not  going  to  like  it. 

First,  in  your  own  words,  a  “stable” 
church  with  "tried  and  true”  leadership 
usually  means  a  stand-pat  church  going 
nowhere  at  a  slow  pace,  under  the  same 


of 


be 


leadership  recycled  from  year  to  year. 
No  new  ideas.  No  new  challenges 
accepted.  A  new  young  minister  can 
stagnate  there,  albeit  comfortably. 

Second,  so  the  old  leadership  is  ready 
to  pack  up  and  leave?  Where  is  their 
loyalty?  Is  it  to  Jesus  Christ  or  is  it  to 
their  own  “private  church”?  I  have  no 
time  for  such  disciples  of  our  Lord  who 
desert  when  things  don’t  go  their  way. 
And  this  goes  for  those  who  just  stay 
away  from  worship  or  hold  back  their 
pledges  or  don’t  pledge.  All  of  these 
expressions  of  discontent  are  failures  in 
discipleship.  They  are  unworthy 
Christians ! 

Your  official  leaders  ought  to 
congratulated  on  giving  this  young 
minister  a  fair  chance  to  make  your 
stand  pat  church  a  new  and  vital  servant 
church.  One  church  I  know  about  had  old 
leadership  like  this  that  never  did  get 
changed.  That  church  has  all  but  died 
along  with  the  tried  and  true  leaders  of 
two  generations  ago.  Why  not  get  with  it, 
do  your  part  better  than  you  have  ever 
done  it? 

I  assure  you  that  there  is  nothing  more 
inspiring  to  a  young  minister,  and  to 
young  members  of  a  congregation,  than 
the  sight  of  older,  long-time  members 
who  pitch  in  with  enthusiasm  to  make 
new  projects  succeed.  That  is  the  spirit 
our  churches  need  to  grow  and  thrive. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Write:  " Dear  Deborah"  P  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


Letting  their  lights  shine 

NORTH  CANTON,  Ohio  —  The  altar  and  dossal  cloth  above  dominate  the  small 
chapel  at  the  Ohio  East  Area  Center  here.  The  inscription  "Shine  as  Lights  of  the 
World’’  is  depicted  by  12  candles,  each  representing  a  district.  The  hanging  was 
designed  by  Judy  Wenger,  a  member  of  Epworth-Euclid  UMC,  according  to  a  story  in 
the  area  newspaper. 
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Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 


MARCH  19, 1982 


Prayer-power:  the  partner  of  mindpower 


(Editor's  note:  What  might  prayer- 
power  have  to  do  with  what  really  goes 
on  in  a  mind-powered  community  like 
Centenary ? 

This  was  the  issue  that  Centenpry 
College  President  Donald  Webh 
struggled  with  at  the<innual  President's 
Convocation  this  academic  year.  His 
address  is  reprinted  here  in  its  entirety.) 

President’s  Convocation 
I  want  to  speak  of  power.  It  is  a  central- 
enough  concern  in  our  lives:  there  are 
kinds  of  power  for  almost  every  letter  of 
the  alphabet  —  from  atomic  power,  black 
power,  candle-  ...  to  electric-  ...  to 
horse- ...  to  man-,  to  presidential,  on  to 
will-,  and  youth,  and  zodiacal. 

A  new  one  has  caught  our  imagination 
of  late:  “mindpower.”  “Centenary’s 
energy  is  mindpower.”  That  is  a 
sentence  we’ve  put  before  ourselves  this 
year,  the  better  to  understand  our  task. 
Because  mindpower  is  more  than  a 
catch-phrase;  mindpower  is  the  basis  of 
education;  it  is  the  aim  of  education! 
Mindpower  is  the  ability  to  think,  to 
reason,  to  learn,  to  discern,  correlate, 
decide;  mindpower  is  making  sense  of 
life. 

But  I  have  to  admit  that  normally  when 
I  am  in  this  Chapel,  it  is  not  mindpower  I 
hope  for,  but  another  kind  of  power: 
prayer-power.  My  day  usually  begins 
here,  in  prayer,  early  in  the  morning. 
And  it  occurred  to  me,  in  preparing  for 
today,  that  my  being  an  habitual  pray-er 
might  disbar  me  from  the  ranks  of  the 
reasonable.  Prayer  is  based  on  faith; 
mindpower,  on  intellect:  what  on  earth 
—  or  what  on  campus?  —  might  prayer- 
power  have  to  do  with  what  really  goes 
on  in  a  mind-powered  community  like 
Centenary? 

—So,  here  is  the  opening  Convocation 
of  our  157th  year,  an  important  occasion, 
and  one  deserving  the  most  serious 
understanding:  and  the  President  is 
going  to  talk  about  prayer?  Ho-hum? 
Who  cares? 

Ah!  —  but  what  if  a  man  who  makes 
decisions  about  life,  believes  prayer- 
power  guides  him,  would  you  not  want  to 
know  a  bit  about  it,  for  safety’s  sake? 
Ayatolla  Khomeini  acts  out  of  his 
prayer.  The  suicides  of  Jonestown  come 
out  of  prayer.  For  safety’s  sake,  would 
you  not  want  to  know  a  bit  about  It? 

Anyway,  it  is  My  Convocation!  And 
this  is  the  question  I  would  like  to 
struggle  with  at  the  opening  of  our  year 
together.  It  is  important.  And, 
mindpower  at  its  best  includes  openness, 
surely? 

A  while  ago,  Bishop  Robinson 
expressed  rather  touchingly  the 
predicament  of  many,  even  religious, 
people,  when  he  admitted  that  prayer 
seems  to  him  like  an  “impressive 
roundabout”  which  he  was  not  on,  and 
did  not  feel  the  need  to  be  on.  But  his 
uncle,  Forbes  Robinson,  was  “on”; 
Uncle  Forbes  used  to  say,  “I  have  to  go 
and  see  so-and-so  today,  to  help  him.  I 
must  put  aside  an  hour  to  pray  for  him 
first.  In  fact,  I  could  help  him  more  if  I 
didn’t  see  him  at  all,  but  set  aside  the 
whole  time  I  would  have  seen  him,  to 
pray  for  him  instead.” 

But  for  the  Bishop,  it  is  just  the 
reverse.  He  finds  he  is  “really  praying 
for  people,  ”  not  when  he  has  drawn  apart 
from  them,  and  is  talking  to  God  about 
them,  but  precisely  as  he  meets  them 
and  helps  them  and  shares  his  love  with 
them. 

Well,  he  is  identifying  a  real  problem 
for  me,  too.  Uncle  Forbes  means  to 
influence  God  by  talking  to  Him  —  urging 
Him  to  do  something,  or  quit  doing 
something  He  is  already  doing;  and  God, 
in  that  He  knows  what  we  need  better 
than  we  do,  sometimes  answers  “Yes,” 
sometimes,  “No,”  and  sometimes, 
“Wait.” 

I  find  myself  as  uneasy  about  that  as 
the  Bishop  is.  For  example,  when,  before 
a  football  game,  both  sides  pray  for 
victory,  what  is  God  expected  to  do?  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Bishop,  in  my  view, 
effectively  abolishes  prayer,  because 
praying  surely  involves  speaking;  and 
what  he  does  instead,  is  already  covered 
by  other  verbs  such  as  “counselling,”  or 
“caring,”  or  “helping.  ”  So  if  mindpower 
is  making  sense  of  life,  what  sense  can 
one  make  of  praying,  nowadays? 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  we  put 
ourselves,  for  a  moment,  in  a  posture  of 
openness,  like  that  of  the  followers  of 
Jesus,  who,  we  are  told  in  St.  Luke’s 
account,  asked  Him  about  prayer  — 
though  they  all  knew  about  prayer,  of 
course.  They  had  been  brought  up  on 
prayer.  But  they  asked!  And  He  replied, 
“When  you  pray,  say,”  “Our  Father, 
hallowed  be  they  name,”  and  so  on,  in  the 
now-familiar  words  of  the  “Lord’s 
Prayer.” 

It  would  seem  that  Jesus  meant  to  give 
a  new  way  of  praying.  Even  though, 
scholars  tell  us,  none  of  the  Lord’s 
Prayer  was  original  with  Jesus:  Israel 
was  well  accustomed  to  each  individual 
phrase,  in  various  ways.  So  the 
difference  must  be  in  him  who  speaks 
them. 

Now,  St.  John,  in  his  account  of  that 
difference,  explains  it  from  an 
understanding  based  on  the  way 


language  works.  And  since  nowadays  we 
also  are  interested  in  how  language 
works,  it  is  something  we  can  get  our 
teeth,  in  to  —  use  a  little  mindpower  on, 
perhaps!  Jesus’s  followers  believed  He 
let  Himself  be  so  attuned  to  the  Spirit  of 
Trust  in  the  Universe  —  so  surrendered 
Himself  to  what  He  believed  were  God’s 
thoughts,  God’s  will,  as  He  understood 
them  —  that  when  Jesus  spoke,  it  was  the 
truth  that  was  speaking  in  Him.  Indeed, 
John  dared  call  Him  “the  Word  of  God, 
dwelling  among  us,  full  of  truth.”  So  far 
as  they  could  tell,  just  this  once  in 
history,  a  man  risked  opening  himself 
totally  to  truth. 

In  this  understanding,  from  the  first 
beginnings  of  humanity,  the  deep  Spirit 
of  Truth  has  spoken  in  the  depths  of  men 
and  women.  “Deep  calls  to  deep,”  in  the 
organ-notes  of  Psalm  42:  God’s  thoughts 
moving  across  the  depths  of  a  human 
soul,  inspiring,  (which  means  “breathing 
into,”  like  a  holy  wind),  leading, 
illuminating;  giving  a  glimpse,  deep 
down,  of  what  might  be  and  ought  to  be; 
sowing  an  idea,  a  clue;  touching  with 
awe,  with  a  sense  of  integrity,  with  .  .  . 
truth. 

Time  and  again  in  the  Old  Testament, 
for  example,  a  man  would  be  flung  into 
his  life’s  work  with  the  realization,  “The 
word  of  the  Lord  came  upon  me!”  or 
“Thus  says  the  Lord.” 

This,  then  is  how  God  gets  His  work 
done.  Truth  is  His  creative  energy!  And 
the  deeds  He  wants  done,  He  germinates 
in  the  deep  of  a  person.  We  might  call 
that  the  unconscious  mind,  perhaps?  He 
speaks  in  the  depths  of  people  —  all 
people,  every  person.  And  some,  want  to 
hear,  and  do  hear.  And  then,  dimly  or 
clearly,  the  thought,  now  gestating,  rises 
from  the  depth  into  the  conscious  mind, 
and  is  perceived  as  authentic,  as 
something  to  be  acted  upon.  Even  as 
one’s  own  idea,  perhaps,  but  with  the 
ring  of  veracity. 

Could  it  not  be  so?  As  I  look  back  at  my 
own  life,  that  is  how  it  has  been.  No 
obvious  huge  miracles;  no  large  voice 
booming  out  of  the  sky  ;  but  occasionally, 
a  quiet,  insistent,  holy  idea,  deep  down, 
making  itself  heard. 

If  a  20th  Century  person  —  a 
mindpower  person?  —  finds  it  difficult  to 
believe  there  is  a  deity  up  there  who 
intervenes  down  here,  he  might  consider 
there  is  a  Spirit  of  Truth  in  the  Universe, 
who  gets  through  now  and  again,  too 
deep  for  thought,  to  the  spirit  of  a  human 
being,  with  a  creative  idea;  and  it 
nurtures,  and  grows,  and  rises  to  the 
mind  —  in  words,  or  as  an  ideal,  or  as  an 
imperative.  Until  the  person  owns  it  for 
himself,  now,  and  brings  it  to  expression, 
and  prepares  to  act  on  it.  Could  it  not  be 
so? 

That  is  what  John  is  trying  to  say .  Tha  t 
so  far  as  they  could  tell,  just  this 
once  in  history,  a  man  was  utterly  open 
to  truth,  believing  it  was  of  God.  And  in 
His  depths,  truth  flowed:  the  Holy  Spirit 
spoke  in  Him,  unimpeded.  The  thoughts 
of  God,  the  will  of  God,  flowed  through 
Him,  complete.  When  you  listen  to  Jesus, 
you  are  getting  it  live,  you  are  getting  it 
straight.  You  are  getting  it  true! 

Now,  true  words  have  the  capacity  to 
create  new  situations:  that  is  how 
language  works.  A  personal  example: 
when  I  said,  long  ago,  to  a  lovely  young 
girl  in  a  blue  dress  and  a  ribbon  in  her 
hair,  “I  love  you,”  and  she  responded, 
and  we  both  spoke  true,  the  words 
created  a  new  world  for  us,  a  world  in 
which  I  was  not,  now,  the  center,  nor  was 
she  of  hers  —  but  we  were  of  ours;  and 
the  new  world  grew  to  include  five 
children,  eight  grandchildren  and  a 
lifetime  of  joy  and  meaning  and 
fulfillment.  True  words  create  new 
situations! 

Well,  the  words  Christ  gives  us  —  true, 
living  words  of  prayer  —  are  able  to 
create  new  situations,  and  are  somehow 
different  from  the  old  way  of  praying. 
Not  a  superstitious  way  of  praying,  now 
but  a  new  way,  in  which  God  is 
continuously  recreating  what  is  being 
prayed  about.  The  Word  re-creating  the 
world!  That  is  the  possibility. 

Consider  what  happens  to  the  Ten 
Commandments,  in  this  understanding. 
Before  this  wholly-responsive  person, 
Jesus,  came,  there  were  prohibitions: 
"Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery;  Thou 
shalt  not  steal,"  etc.  But  with  Him,  a 
fresh  situation  comes  into  existence: 
“the  Kingdom  is  with  you!”  We  are  new 
human  beings,  with  "abundant  life,”  in 
us,  now,  for  whom  the  Commandments 
are  not  regulations,  but  promises! 
Fulfilled  promises  —  gifts,  even!  “ Thou 
shalt  not  commit  adultery!  Thou  shalt 
not  steal,”  not  because  you  must  not,  but 
because  you  are  new,  and  would  not  want 
to! 

And  this  is  how  true  prayer  works: 
when  you  pray  the  truth,  you  really  are 
doing  something  different,  and  it  is  part 
of  a  new  creation ! 

“Our  Father,”  He  asks  us  to  say.  What 
does  it  mean  to  pray,  “Our  Father,”  in 
the  new  world  which  breaks  in  with  Jesus 
the  Christ?  In  a  superstitious  prayer,  the 
phrase  might  be  a  description  of  deity. 
But  when  I  pray  this  as  a  creative  Word 
of  God,  something  else  is  happening.  1 
am  in  that  moment,  when  the  living  Word 


is  fresh-spoken,  brought  again  into  my 
true  being,  as  a  son.  The  prayer  is  not  so 
much  about  God,  now,  as  it  showing  me 
myself,  speaking  as  one  of  His  children. 
Saying  the  prayer  makes  for  me  a  little 
festival  of  my  sonship,  in  my  daily 
trudge. 

As  one  prays  this  Word  which  Jesus 
gives  him,  the  moment  he  speaks  it,  he  is 
able  to  live  with  God  as  a  son,  again.  The 
prayer  is  a  moment  of  expansion  in  his 
mind  and  spirit:  what  we  used  to  call  a 
“psychedelic”  moment.  It  is  like  the 
quick  bursting  of  a  flare  over  dark 
landscaping,  enabling  one  to  see  oneself 
clearly. 

“Our  Father,”  you  say  —  never, 
incidentally  (even  if  you  are  alone),  “My 
Father.”  Because  that  same  quick  flare 
of  light  shows  you  yourself  not  only  as 
His  child,  but  as  a  sibling!  You  are  the 
kin  of  all  people,  for  all  are  His  children. 
Your  world  is  now  again  a  world  where 
all  are  kindred.  That  is  what  the  prayer 
does  to  me  first  thing  in  the  morning,  as  I 
pray  it:  it  is  a  festival  of  my  accepted 
sonship  and  my  accepted  brotherhood.  If 
we  pray  that  at  the  opening  of  the  day, 
how  could  we  ever  hurt  someone,  how 
could  we  hurt  each  other,  in  the  hours 
that  follow? 

Then,  Jesus  tells  us  to  say,  “Hallowed 
be  thy  name.”  I  say  it,  and  it  makes  in 
my  consciousness  a  clearing,  in  which  I 
find  myself  stopping,  lifting  my  face,  ana 
worshipping  Him.  I  am  not  asking  God  to 
help  people  bless  His  name,  because  that 
would  be  to  pray  as  if  this  were  not  true 
speaking.  No,  this  is  the  Word  of  God, 
which  created  the  world,  and  as  we  pray 
it,  as  the  words  are  spoken,  they  re-make 
us  people  who  hallow  Him. 

‘Thy  Kingdom  Come’ 

Say  this:  “Thy  Kingdom  come,  Thy 
will  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.” 

If  I  had  cancer,  I  would  pray  to  be 
healed:  Christ  teaches  me  that  I  should. 
But  in  so  doing,  surely  I  would  not  be 
pleading  that  God  come  down  and  cure 
me.  Nor  am  I  deluded  by  the  old  lie  about 
God,  which  says  it  is  His  will  I  should 
suffer,  and  therefore  I  must  persuade 
God  by  prayers  to  change  His  mind,  and 
let  me  off.  No,  both  of  those  would  be 
superstitious  notions,  of  a  deity  up  there 
one  has  to  work  on  to  get  one’s  w$y. 
Instead,  surely,  I  would  be  praying  in  the 
understanding  of  God  that  Jesus  had,  as 
a  God  of  life,  of  love,  of  health.  And  so  I 
would  find  myself,  in  speaking  the  Jesus 
prayer,  becoming  open  to  the  God  he 
revealed;  I  would  find  myself  drawing 
within  God’s  never-ceasing  giving  of 
Himself  as  healer;  I  would  find  myself 
coming  within  the  love  which  He  has 
been  pouring  out  all  the  time!  “Thy  will 
be  done,”  would  not  be  a  plea,  but  a 
celebration!  The  prayer  would  not  be  an 
attempt  to  convert  God  to  my  wishes,  but 
mine  to  God’s.  And  that’s  the  best  I  could 
ever  have!  Or  ever  want! 

It  is  not  a  resigned  sigh,  but  a  shout  of 
joy!  It  celebrates  that  the  very  best  — 
God’s  will!  —  is  being  done  —  in  the 
sickroom,  on  the  campus,  wherever. 

Now,  we  know  what  God’s  will  is! 
Jesus  understood  it  fully,  spoke  it 
unmistakably,  lived  it  thoroughly.  So  a 
follower  of  Christ  knows  it  too,  and  when 
he  prays,  is  thus  seeking  what  God  has 
already  promised;  and  the  prayer  is  the 
experience  of  receiving  it!  It  is  the 
moment  in  which  the  chalice  of  your  life, 
to  this  point  with  cup  down,  is  righted, 
the  cup  now  receiving  the  outpoured  love 
God  has  been  trying  to  give  you  all  along. 
What  more  could  one  want? 

“Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,” 
Jesus  tells  us  to  say.  And  as  you  pray  it, 
you  are  not  asking  God  to  provide  lunch 
for  you;  your  scholarship,  or  your 
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parents,  or  your  wages  will  take  care  of 
that.  No,  the  praying  of  the  prayer 
rekindles  in  your  grasp  of  life  the 
situation  in  which  you  know  you  are 
receiving  everything  from  God  —  this 
bright  morning,  your  birth  in  the  arms  of 
your  parents,  your  upbringing,  your 
task,  your  destiny,  the  air  you  breathe, 
the  lungs  you  breathe  with  —  all  out  of 
God!  “Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,”  I 
pray;  and  as  I  say  it,  I  am  modified 
afresh  into  my  own  true  being,  as 
someone  who  owes  all  he  is,  and  all  he 
has,  to  God. 

And  again,  never,  “Give  me  ...  my 
bread.”  When  I  pray  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  I 
pray  it  as  the  father  of  a  family,  for 
example.  So  I  am  praying  it  for  the 
family.  I  could  not  eat  bread  if  my  family 
were  starving.  The  bread  is  for  all  of  us. 
When  I  pray  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  I  pray  it 
as  an  American,  for  example  —  a  well- 
fed,  steak-fed,  milk-and-honey 
American:  so  I  must  pray  it,  God  help 
me,  for  the  human  family.  The  bread  is 
for  all  of  us! 

A  little  while  back,  I  saw  on  a  church 
notice-board  the  message,  “Prayer  is  to 
implore  God,  not  impress  people!  ”  Well, 
the  point  is  well  taken;  but,  no!  Praying 
in  the  Word  Jesus  gives  us  acts  precisely 
like  a  press,  which  im-presses  its  image; 
it  transforms  a  blob  into  the  pattern  of 
the  press.  His  prayer  transforms  the 
people  praying  it:  the  Christ-prayer 
stamps  them  with  His  shape  and  style, 
His  understanding  of  God,  His  love  of 
people. 

That  is  why  it  is  important  to  pray  the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  before,  say,  one’s  own 
prayer  ;  because  it  is  the  shaper,  it  is  the 
yardstick,  and  the  pointer,  and  the 
compass  —  you  can  not  pray  for  a 
Jonestown  if  you  have  let  the  Lord’s 
Prayer  transform  you  a  moment  before! 
After  I  have  knelt  here,  and  let  the 
Christ-prayer  do  its  work,  I  cannot  plot 
your  hurt!  It  would  be  against  nature. 

I  was  very  moved  some  time  ago,  at  a 
Junior  High  Camp,  by  a  comment  one  of 
the  boys  made.  We  had  had  a  campfire 
the  night  before,  and  we  had  spoken  the 
Lord’s  Prayer;  then  I  said  an  evening 
prayer,  quietly  and  haltingly  by  the  fire. 
The  next  morning,  in  a  study  session,  we 
were  discussing  prayer,  and  this  young 
fellow  said  he  thought  wheri  I  was 
praying  the  night  before,  I  seemed  to  be 
listening  to  God,  and  speaking  what  I 
heard.  If  I  was  —  and  I  pray  I  was!  —  it 
was  perhaps  a  true  prayer,  which  is 
letting  the  Holy  Spirit  work  in  one’s 
depths  —  deep  calling  to  deep!  —  so  that 
it  is  He  who  speaks  in  our  mouths!  Your 
own  prayer  should  sometimes  surprise 
even  you!  When  you  pray  truly,  you  are 
seeking  your  way  to  God  —  and  finding  it. 

It  is  even  unlikely  that  you  would  pray 
a  superstitious  prayer,  after  you  have  let 
the  Lord’s  Prayer  transform  you. 
Suppose  you  go  on  to  ptay,  as  your  own 
prayer,  “Lord,  comfort  the  lonely  people 
in  the  rest-home  down  the  street.”  Or, 
“Lord,  feed  that  hungry  family  across 
the  way.”  A  superstitious  pray-er  might 
say  that,  expecting  some  deity  to  come 
down  and  do  it.  But  if  you  have  been  im¬ 
pressed  by  Christ’s  Word,  and  changed, 
praying  these  same  words,  but  now  out  of 
Christ’s  understanding,  creates  in  you 
the  responsibility  for  being,  yourself,  a 
blessing  to  those  old  people  in  the  rest¬ 
home;  for  feeding  that  stricken  family, 
yourself! 

A  man  who  prays  for  the  poor,  on  his 
knees,  even  with  tears,  but  is  not  himself 
trying  to  change  what  makes  them  poor, 
is  not  praying,  but  blathering. 

Words  And  Deeds 

You  may  recall  the  two  children  who 
quarrelled  over  a  bird-trap.  The  boy  had 


New  members  of  the  Church  Council 
are  Jim  Kilpatrick  of  New  Orleans  (left) 
and  Dr.  Larry  Miller  of  Shreveport.  The 
School  of  Church  Careers  made  a 
presentation  to  the  Council  members  at 
the  bi-annual  meeting. 


Shreveport 9  Louisiana 


you  pray?  Because  the  prayer,  the  true, 
creative  word,  as  we  speak  it,  makes  us 
people  who  are  being  given  his  loving 
offering  of  the  world,  to  live  in  as  His 
sons  and  daughters. 

And  so,  finally  —  for  this  is  how,  Luke 
records,  Christ  ends  the  prayer  and 
brings  it  all  together  —  we  are  to  say, 
“Lead  us  not  into  temptation.” 

I  have  said,  I  understand  that  three 
things  happen  as  I  pray  the  Jesus 
prayer:  I  find  myself  in  the  new  situation 
which  praying  the  prayer  opens  to  me; 
my  nature  is  recreated,  as  I  find  myself 
aligning  with  Jesus’  understanding  of 
God  and  the  world  —  with  the  words!  I 
am  myself  again  —  my  own  true  being; 
and,  a  momentum  begins  in  me  so  that 
my  living  words  and  my  lived  life 
catalyze  into  each  other. 

Thus,  at  the  end  of  the  prayer,  we  are 
to  say,  "Lead  us  not  into  temptation.” 
And  as  we  say  it,  we  become  aware  — 
once  again!  (for  we  daily  need  re¬ 
awakening!)  —  that  all  human  existence, 
both  what  is  temptation  for  us,  and  what 
makes  whole,  are  in  God’s  hands!  Both 
evil  and  good,  tragedy  and  joy, 
unfairness  and  justice,  death  and  life, 
are  all  part  of  the  basic  stuff  of  existing, 
and  we  accept  it  all,  as  in  God’s  hands  — 
all  of  it! 

But  the  prayer  has  opened  us  to 
become  like  the  Son  of  Man,  able  to  know 
the  difference  between  temptation  and 
what  makes  whole,  evil  and  good,  what 
makes  tragedy  for  people  and  what 
enables  joy  for  them,  unfairness  and 
justice,  the  way  of  death  and  the  way  of 
life  —  and  our  prayer  aligns  us  with  the 
latter  in  each  case:  with  what  makes 
whole,  good,  joyful,  just,  life! 

And  finally,  we  are  thrust,  by  our 
praying  as  God’s  sons  and  daughters, 
into  action  against  their  opposites  — 
against  whatever  tempts,  against 
whatever  is  evil  for  people,  or  tragic,  or 
unfair,  or  deadly.  Our  Christ-praying 
leaves  us  in  the  thick  of  it!  We  get  up 
from  our  knees,  and  we  have  a  day  ahead 
of  us  filled  with  struggle,  with 
engagement,  which  is  crucial!  Thus  we 
say,  “So  be  it!  ”  Or,  if  you  prefer  to  speak 
Hebrew,  “Amen.” 

It  used  to  be  stated  that  the  goal  of 
Centenary  is  to  bring  together  knowledge 
and  vital  piety.  If  my  understanding  of 
prayer  is  near  the  truth,  this  is  a  way. 
There  is  no  gulf  between  them.  This  com¬ 
munity  might  indeed  combine  mind¬ 
power  with  real  prayer-power.  Which 
might  be  power  enough  to  change  a 
world. 

Annual  Conference  June  7-11 

Centenary  is  preparing  for  1982’s  Annual  Conference.  Information 
regarding  housing  will  be  forthcoming.  Questions  regarding  space  for 
displays  should  be  directed  to  Don  McDowell. 

Centenary  offers  continuing 
education  opportunities 

“Celebration,  Liturgy  and  Children’s  Worship”  taught  by  Don 
Emler  —  place  —  Baton  Rouge.  April  12-13. 

“Video-Satellite  Production  Clinic”  sponsored  by  Centenary,  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport  and  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  —  place  —  Shreveport  April  20-21. 

“Pastoral  Care  and  Counseling  in  Grief  and  Separation”  taught  by 
Dr.  Robert  Hudspeth  —  place  —  Centenary.  April  26-27. 

“Seminar  on  Biblical  Authority”  taught  by  Dr.  David  Trickett  — 
New  Orleans,  Feb.  10-March  31. 

Continuing  Education  Units  Offered.  Contact  Don  McDowell  for 
information. 


set  a  bird-trap  in  the  garden,  and  his 
sister  was  horrified  at  his  cruelty.  That 
night,  as  she  said  her  prayers,  she  added 
a  sentence,  asking  God  not  to  let  her 
brother  kill  any  birds  in  his  trap.  And  she 
hopped  into  bed  with  a  happy  smile.  Her 
mother,  tucking  her  in,  asked,  “Why  the 
confident  smile?”  “God’s  going  to 
answer  my  prayer!”  “Oh,  how  can  you 
be  so  sure?”  "Well,  before  we  came  up,  I 
went  out  and  smashed  that  old  bird- 
trap.”  True  praying  smashes  the 
distinction  between  our  praying  and  our 
living,  and  merges  them  —  they  have 
become  blended  into  each  other,  they  are 
part  of  each  other,  they  do  not  have  life 
without  each  other:  the  words,  and  the 
deeds,  one  flowing  action,  called  prayer. 

That  is  why  St.  Paul  can  say  seriously, 
“Pray  without  ceasing.”  All  day  long? 
Pray,  all  day  long?  Surely!  It  is  not 
merely  talking!  It  is  the  words,  the 
thoughts,  the  feelings,  the  being,  the 
deeds,  flowing  together. 

And  Jesus  can  now  give  us  the  Words 
that  make  this  connection  irresistible: 
“Forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us.” 
Anc|  the  prayer  is  that  dynamic 
movement  in  which  our  thinking-like- 
Christ  becomes  doing  it  For  as  you  say 
this  prayer,  you  have  instant  recognition 
that  you  are  a  person  who  is  forgiven, 
and.  that  you  are  a  person  who  forgives. 
There  is  this  sudden,  glorious  realization 
that  you  are  accepted,  just  as  you  are  — 
and  that  you  accept  all  others,  just  as 
they  are.  Forgiveness  is  a  bridge  over 
which  you  know  you  must  walk,  daily, 
and  that  if  you  break  it  down,  by  not 
forgiving,  you  cannot  cross  over  it 
yourself. 

Or,  in  terms  of  the  chalice  of  life:  your 
cup  of  forgiveness  is  full  —  you  have 
received  so  much  of  God’s  pardon  in  your 
life,  it  is  up  to  the  brim.  You  can  receive 
no  more  forgiveness  from  God,  until  you 
pour  forgiveness  into  the  lives  of  others. 
This  is  the  dove-tailing  of  your  words  and 
your  life,  afresh! 

We  are  no  longer  babies  needing  a 
divine  wet-nurse  to  whom  to  run  day  and 
night,  to  do  things  for  us.  God  has  made 
us  sons  and  daughters;  He  has  given  us 
the  world,  shown  us  how  to  live  in  it,  and 
holds  us  responsible  for  doing  so. 

Thus,  to  ask  whether  God  answers 
prayer,  is  to  ask  a  superstitious  question. 
Whether  He  answers  superstitious 
prayers,  I  do  not  know  —  perhaps  He 
does!  But  He  answers  true  prayers 
always:  the  question  is  not,  does  God 
answer  prayer,  but  —  do  you?  Do  you 
accept  the  answer  you  are  receiving  as 
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THE  LORD  IS  MY  SHEPHERD 

Rev.  Willie  H.  Willis  died  March  10, 
1982.  Mr  Willis,  a  retired  minister,  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Annie. 

Rev.  John  F.  Wilson  died  February  10, 
1982.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  lived  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  has  been  retired  since  1973. 
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Pendleton 

Methodist  Hospital  Adds  Diagnost 


(Editor's  Note:  A  portion  of  the  Easter 
Good  Samaritan  Offering  goes  to  Pendle¬ 
ton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  to  help 
provide  services  for  some  patients  who 
are  unable  to  pay  for  their  care.  The  hos¬ 
pital  stands  as  a  witness  for  the  church  in 
eastern  New  Orleans,  and  we  thought 
this  article  expressed  that  witness  quite 
well.) 

it  looks  something  like  a  huge 
mechanical  crab  with  arms  stretching 


from  its  base.  Weighing  over  two 
thousand  pounds,  it  dwarfs  the  doctors 
and  nurses  who  work  around  it  and 
completely  fills  a  hospital  room  from 
floor  to  ceiling.  The  huge  arms  of  the 
machine  surround  the  hospital  patient 
lying  under  them. 

In  spite  of  its  rather  frightening 
appearance,  the  Poly  Diagnost  C  at 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
in  New  Orleans  is  a  good  friend  to  the 


patient  with  heart  disease.  Its 
mechanical  arms  hold  both  movie  and 
still  cameras,  and  the  machine  is 
actually  an  entire  X-ray  system  designed 
to  take  pictures  of  the  patient’s  heart. 

Films  of  the  heart  allow  doctors  to 
view  the  flow  of  blood  through  and 
around  the  heart.  A  clot  or  blockage  in 
the  arteries  which  supply  the  heart 
muscle  itself  with  oxygenated  blood  can 
be  easily  discovered  through  the  Poly 
Diagnost  C  filming.  Thirty-five 
millimeter  film  is  used  as  the  main 
diagnostic  record,  but  a  video  tape 
process  does  not  require  developing,  its 
tape  serves  as  a  secondary  reference. 
While  the  patient  is  under  the  machine, 
the  video  tape  is  back  to  ensure  that  all 
the  necessary  angles  are  filmed.  Also, 
the  tape  ensures  that  all  images  are 
clear. 

If  the  tape  looks  good,  the  doctors  are 
sure  that  their  35mm  film  will  be  good. 
The  film  is  then  processed  to  produce  a 
very  clear  image  for  diagnostic  work. 
Both  the  video  cassette  and  the  35mm 
film  are  permanently  stored  in  a  special 
library  at  the  hospital. 

Dr.  Mary  Ann  Richter,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Cardiology,  explained 
how  the  Poly  Diagnost  C  system  works. 
Through  a  small  incision  or  needle 
puncture  in  the  patient’s  arm  or  leg,  a 
very  thin  tube  called  a  catheter  is 
inserted  into  an  artery.  Since  all  arteries 
lead  to  the  heart,  the  small  tube  quickly 
travels  the  20  to  30  inches  to  the  heart  — 
usually  in  about  15  seconds. 

“This  sounds  frightening,  but  we  have 
non-nerve  endings  on  the  inside  of  our 
arteries,  so  it’s  a  painless  process,” 
explained  Dr.  Richter. 

“It’s  sometimes  difficult  to  convince 
our  patients  of  this,  because  the  idea  of  a 
tube  passing  into  their  heart  sounds 
painful,  but  the  puncture  is  the  only  part 
of  the  process  which  causes  any  pain,” 
she  said. 

After  the  catheter  has  traveled  into 
the  heart,  a  liquid  called  Renografin  is 
pumped  through  it  into  the  heart  or 
artery.  Renografin  is  visualized  by  the  X- 
ray  cameras  of  the  Poly  Diagnost  C 
system.  As  the  Renografin  travels 
through  the  heart  and  the  arteries 
surrounding  it,  the  arms  of  the  machine 
are  rotated  and  the  heart  is 
photographed  from  every  angle.  The 
Renografin  is  later  eliminated  naturally 
from  the  body  through  the  kidneys. 

“The  arteries  supplying  the  heart  with 
oxygenated  blood  are  like  the  branches 


of  a  tree,”  Richter  continued.  “Just  as 
tree  branches  overlap,  so  do  the  arteries 
around  the  heart.  We  need  a  clear  picture 
of  the  flow  of  blood  through  each  artery, 
so  we  must  have  pictures  from  many 
angles.” 

With  this  system,  Richter  is  looking  for 
an  obstruction  in  one  of  the  arteries 
supplying  blood  to  the  heart.  These 
obstructions  are  generally  caused  by  a 
build-up  of  fatty  deposits,  or  by  clots 
which  form  inside  the  arteries.  The 
sudden  formation  of  a  clot  is  often  due  to 
the  rupture  of  a  build-up  of  fatty  tissues 
inside  the  arterial  walls. 

“Probably  because  of  drawings  from 
biology  class,  many  people  think  that 
their  arteries  are  like  pipes,  constructed 
of  one  thick  layer  of  tissue,”  Richter 
continued. 

“But  actually,”  she  said,  “they  are 
made  up  of  many  layers.  Sometimes  fat 
deposits  form  between  layers.  When 
these  deposits  become  large,  the  inner 
wall  of  the  artery  may  rupture  and  a 
blood  clot  may  form.  If  the  clot  is  large 
enough,  it  will  cause  the  sudden  blockage 
of  blood  flow  to  the  heart  —  a  heart 
attack." 

The  Poly  Diagnost  C  system  produces 
a  clear  picture  of  blood  moving  around 
the  heart,  and  also  through  the  heart. 
Doctors  can  see  which  arteries  are 
narrowed  and  at  what  point  along  their 
length. 

Doctors  at  Pendleton  will  use  the  Poly 
Diagnost  C  in  conjunction  with  a  vital 
signs  monitoring  system  which 
measures  the  pressure  inside  the 
patient’s  heart  and  arteries  and  also 
displays  the  patient’s  electro¬ 
cardiogram. 

A  healthy  heart  generates  pressure  of 
about  120m mHg  while  it  is  pumping  and 
emptying  itself  of  blood.  Its  pressure 
then  drops  sharply  to  a  very  low  number 
of  about  4  to  5mmHg.  This  low  pressure 
indicates  that  the  heart  has  sufficiently 
emptied  itself  and  is  at  rest  until  its  next 
contraction.  The  pressure  in  the  arteries 
is  the  same  as  the  patient’s  blood 
pressure. 

Using  the  information  obtained  with 
this  sophisticated  equipment,  the 
physician  can  decide  on  a  course  of 
action  based  on  an  exact  diagnosis  and 
location  of  the  problem.  The  tests  may 
indicate  that  the  patient’s  health 
problems  are  not  due  to  a  cardiac 
problem  or  they  may  suggest  the  course 
of  action,  such  as  surgery,  medication, 
therapy  or  another,  whichever  is 
necessary. 


Dr.  Mary  Ann  Richter,  with  nursing  assistants  performs  a  cardiac  catheterization 
at  the  Pendleton  Memorial  United  Methodist  Hospital  using  the  new  Poly  Diagnost  C. 


Viewing  video  tapes  made  with  the  Poly  Diagnost  C  system  at  Pendleton  Memorial 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans  are  Vicki  Fassler,  technician  and  Charlotte  Davis,  R.N. 


Ruston  District  Banquets  Stress 
Church  Extension  ,  Laity,  Missions 


Lay  members  of  the  Jackson  United  Methodist  Church  are 
gearing  up  for  the  annual  Lay  Witness  Mission  to  be  held  there 
April  2-4. 

John  Tubb,  left,  of  Pineville  will  be  the  Coordinator  for  the 
mission  event. 

Irma  Spillman  of  Jackson,  middle,  will  be  the  General 
Chairman. 

Jim  Constable,  right,  is  pastor  of  the  Jackson  and  Ethel 
United  Methodist  Churches. 


Stewardship  Sermons  Requested 

Ethnic  Minority  Pastors  are  requested  to  send  in  original 
“Sermons  on  Stewardship  Requested.” 

The  sermons  will  be  published  in  book  form  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in  the  fall  of  next  year. 

Editor  of  the  new  book  will  be  the  Rev.  J.  LaVon  Kincade, 
staff  member  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship’s  section  on 
stewardship. 

The  book  of  sermons  will  include  information  and  examples 
of  how  stewardship  is  practiced  in  the  various  Ethnic  Minority 
traditions. 

Sermon  manuscripts  may  be  sent  to  Kincade  at  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 


Ruston  District  Retreat. 


Conference  Calendar 

APRIL,  1982 

I  Pre-Conference  Reports  Due 

II  Good  Samaritan  Easter  Offering 

12  Bishop’s  Visit  —  New  Orleans/Slidell 

13  Bishop’s  Visit  —  New  Orleans/Houma 

14  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 

15  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
Deadline  for  Diaconal  Ministries  Application 

16  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Lake  Charles 

17  Board  of  the  Laity 

19  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Alexandria 

20  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Monroe 

21  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Ruston 

22  Bishop’s  Visit  —  Shreveport 

23  Pre-Retirement  Counseling,  First  United  Methodist 
Alexandria 

29-30  PAY  Retreat— BOM— Interview  &  Evaluation 
UMW  Assembly,  Philadelphia,  April  29-May  2 

MAY,  1982 

3-6  Appointment  Cabinet  Meeting 
5  Conference  Nomination  Committee 
7  Church  Women  United.  May  Fellowship  Day 
PRE-CONFERENCE  REPORTS  MAILED 
10  Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
12-14  Appointment  Cabinet  Meeting 
21-22  Conference  Legislative  Training  Event,  UMW 

JUNE,  1982 

1  Pre-Conference  Training  Session— ALL  DISTRICTS— 

7:30  p.m. 

7-10  Annual  Conference 
14-17  Bishop’s  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah 
14-18  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Missions,  Dallas 
19-22  Youth  Leadership,  Camp  Istrouma 
26-27  Conference  Retreat,  UMW,  Louisiana  College,  Pineville. 


Jackson  Prepares  For  Missions 


The  Ruston  District  Church  Extension 
Banquet,  held  Ash  Wednesday,  featured 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  as  the 
featured  speaker.  Held  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruston,  the  banquet 
featured  Bishop  Shamblin  challenging 
the  group  to  have  a  growth  rather  than 
status  quo  orientation.  New  churches, 
said  the  bishop,  are  one  of  the  best  ways 
for  the  church  to  grow  in  Louisiana. 

March  1  was  the  date  for  the  Ruston 
District  Laity  Banquet.  Over  300 
attended  the  event  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Minden.  The 
Centenary  Choir  was  the  featured 
performing  group  for  the  banquet.  The 
group  sang  Brahms’  The  Requiem  in 
honor  of  Misters  Love  and  Holland.  Dan 
Madden,  together  with  the  laity  of  the 


district,  worked  the  banquet. 

In  addition  to  the  two  banquets,  the 
district  held  a  conference  at  Arcadia 
United  Methodist  Church  featuring  the 
preaching  of  Dr.  Jordan  Grooms. 

Grooms  had  previously  spoken  to  the 
ministers  and  spouses  at  a  two-day 
retreat  held  at  Caney  Conference  Centre 
in  February. 

The  mission  event  for  the  Ruston 
District  Council  on  Ministries  was 
approved  at  the  District  Conference  held 
at  Arcadia.  A  $5,000  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Relief  Advance  Special 
was  approved  by  the  district  to  go  to  a 
work  camp  at  one  of  the  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Montego  Bay, 
Jamaica. 


The  Pomeroy  Lectures  will 
be  held  at  First  UMC,  Lake 
Charles,  March  28-30.  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence,  will  be  the  speaker. 
According  to  Dr.  B.  A.  Gall¬ 
oway,  senior  minister,  ser¬ 
vices  will  be  held  at  7 : 00  p.m. 
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Coke  study  reveals  fact  of  human 
nature  for  which  faith  is  remedy 
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I'VE  OOTTBH  SO 
I  CAN'T  SHM 
TQ  MAKE 
VECISIOHS 


The  Coca-Cola  Company  has  learned 
from  a  recent  study,  conducted  by  Tech¬ 
nical  Assistance  Research  Programs, 
what  most  humans  know  intuitively,  and 
most  editors  know  from  experience: 
“Bad  news  travels  fast  —  and  furiously.’’ 

The  study  revealed  to  the  world-wide 
soft-drink  distributor  that  a  dissatisfied 
customer  tells  an  average  of  10  persons 
about  his  negative  experience  with  a 
product,  while  a  satisfied  customer  tells 
an  average  of  only  five  persons  about  his 
positive  experience. 

Having  flunked  “the  Pepsi  test,”  we 
could,  and  gladly  would,  have  told  the 
Coca  Cola  people  for  free  what  they  had 
to  pay  a  tidy  sum  to  find  out.  Let 
something  go  wrong  in  the  typesetting 
department,  and  within  minutes  it’s  all 
over  our  building. 

Let  a  problem  develop  within  the 
church,  and  it’s  all  over  the  congregation 
and  beyond  —  just  how  far  beyond 
depending  on  how  bad  the  situation  is. 

The  arrival  of  each  day’s  mail  at  our 
office  provides  still  more  of  the  same 
type  of  testimony.  Last  week’s  issue  of 
the  paper  may  have  included  10  positive, 
happy,  informative  news  and  feature 
stories  and  one  story  which  revealed  the 
existence  of  a  problem  within  the  church. 
Guess  which  story  stimulates  readers  to 
take  pen  in  hand?  Most  of  the  good  things 
which  happen  and  are  reported  cause 
little  stir,  and  tend  to  be  taken  for 
granted. 

In  commercial  terms,  the  lesson  of  this 
is  that  one  had  best  provide  consistently 


Faith  and  the  nature  of  ‘news’ 


A  Christian  outlook  even  alters  the  way 
we  read  a  newspaper  (see  preceding 
editorial). 

It  does  not  —  and  should  not,  as  some 
suggest  —  alter  the  nature  of  “news.”  It 
does  cause  us  to  view  news  items  from  a 
broader  perspective  rather  than  in 
isolation. 

News,  by  definition,  involves  the  new. 
the  unusual,  and  the  controversial.  Most  ‘ 
people  are  not  interested  in  reading 
about  what  is  normal  and  to  be  expected. 
Who,  for  example,  is  interested  in 
reading  a  “news”  story  reporting  that 
worship  services  were  held  as  usual  last 
Sunday— and  included  three  hymns,  five 
prayers,  one  offering,  one  sermon  and  a 
whole  bunch  of  announcements? 

Who  would  want  to  read  about  a 
denominational  or  ecumenical  meeting 
where  everyone  agreed  to  proceed  with 
business  as  usual? 

Who  would  be  willing  to  consume  a 
steady  diet  of  “news”  informing  us  that 
the  situation  along  the  border  between 
the  U.S.  and  Mexico  remains  peaceful? 

On  the  other  hand,  let  someone 
interrupt  a  congregation’s  worship 
service  to  steal  the  offering,  or  let  a  rift 
develop  between  two  or  more  factions  at 
a  gathering  where  church  policy  is  being 
formulated,  or  let  a  strain  in 
relationships  develop  between  the  U.S. 
and  Mexico  regarding  the  correct  foreign 
policy  approach  to  the  countries  of 
Central  America,  and  you  have  news 
stories  of  widespread  interest. 

The  key  to  newspaper  writing,  editing 
and  reading  is  not  the  suppression  of 
unpleasant  information,  but  recalling  the 
non-normal  nature  of  news,  and  dealing 
with  it  against  the  backdrop  of  what  we 
know  to  be  the  norm. 

An  additional  dimension  to  reading  the 
“news”  for  Christians  comes  in  what  we 
do  with  it.  When  we  learn  that  an 
individual  or  a  congregation  has 
experienced  a  serious  misfortune,  we 
should  seek  to  assist  them  in  some 
appropriate  way.  We  should  likewise 
offer  assistance  by  means  of 
intercessory  prayer  to  the  leaders  of 
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good  quality  products  and  services  or 
one’s  business  is  not  likely  to  succeed. 

In  religious  terms,  the  lesson  is  about 
human  nature.  Left  to  our  own  devices, 
we’re  likely  to  focus  our  attention  on  the 
"negatives”  around  us  and  ignore  the 
“positives.”  This  points  to  one  primary 
reason  the  church  exists:  to  spread  the 
redemptive  message  of  God’s  love  in 
Jesus  Christ,  so  that  we  may  live  as  God 
originally  intended. 

His  is  a  message  that  pronounces 
judgment  on  our  sinfulness  and  promises 
forgiveness  for  our  tendency  to  focus 
primary  attention  on  matters  of  secon¬ 
dary  importance.  It  also  helps  us  to 
“rejoice  in  the  good”  ( I  Corinthians  13:6) 
rather  than  in  the  sin  or  misfortune  of 
others. 

Our  appetite  for  consuming  and 
sharing  bad  news  is  far  from  the  most 
heinous  evidence  of  human  depravity. 
But  this  modest  revelation  about  human 
nature  should  serve  to  remind  us  of  our 
need  for  a  steady  supplemental  diet  of 
Christian  truth  secured  from  prayer, 
Bible  study,  and  participation  in  worship 
with  other  Christians. 

Such  activities  are  as  basic  to 
maintaining  a  Christian  perspective  as 
good  service  is  to  a  successful  business 
venture.  A  perspective  formed  and 
nourished  by  the  mind  of  Christ  will 
produce  far  more  inner  happiness  and  a 
far  more  healthy  outlook  on  the  world 
than  one  which  panders  to  our  natural  in¬ 
clinations. 


SHOULV  I  ASK 
CrOO  TO  HELP 
ME? 


Here  I  Stand 


Early  church  mem  bers  did  the  work 
of  ministry-  -  what  about  us  today? 


By  G.  ALAN  BENSON 

There  is  a  move  among  Christians 
today  to  identify  themselves  not  with  a 
building  or  physical  institution,  but  with 
a  group  of  people.  Today,  as  in  the  early 
church,  this  group  is  referred  to  as  the 
"body  of  Christ”  or  the  “body  of 
believers.” 

Most  Christians  agree  that  they  belong 
to  a  body  of  believers  and  not  to  a  build¬ 
ing  or  structure  made  with  human  hands. 
Christ  Himself  called  the  church  the 
body  —  His  Body  —  of  followers.  The 
logical  conclusion  is  that  we  belong  to  the 
Body  of  Christ. 

In  the  First  Century  Church,  the  eleven 
remaining  disciples  that  followed  Jesus 
in  life  were  chosen  to  lead  His  church 
after  His  death  and  resurrection.  One 
other,  Matthias  (Acts  2:26)  was  chosen 
and  “the  twelve  led  the  church.” 

Christians  served  each  other 

But  these  men  did  not  do  the  entire 
work  of  this  group  that  called  themselves 
“the  followers  of  the  Way.”  It  fell  their 
task  to  lead,  but  it  was  the  rank  and  file 
members  who  served  each  other.  They 
brought  their  possessions  to  an  appointed 
place  and  shared  them  equally  with  the 
entire  “body.” 


Likewise,  they  shared  the  workings  of 
the  church.  The  task  was  simple  if  their 
number  was  to  grow  as  Jesus  had 
commanded  in  Matthew  28:19,  “Go  and 
make  disciples  of  all  men  .  .  .” 

These  early  Christians  shared  the  work 
of  spreading  the  “Good  News.”  They 
brought  their  friends,  neighbors,  and 
family  members  to  the  Body  of  Christ  so 
that  they  might  receive  Christ's 
salvation.  They  told  everyone  they  met  of 
their  Savior  and  Lord,  and  through  their 
lives,  brought  others  into  the  church. 

They  visited  the  sick,  comforted  the 
mourners,  fed  the  hungry,  and  clothed 
those  who  were  naked.  They  even 
preached  on  street  corners  the  “Good 
News”  of  God’s  salvation,  sometimes  at 
the  peril  of  their  lives. 

Actions  differ  today 

The  Book  of  Acts  records  all  these 
workings  of  God’s  people  of  the  “New 
Covenant.”  They  differ  in  action  from 
today’s  Christians  in  two  ways.  And  it  is 
these  differences  that  hold  back  our 
church  from  experiencing  the  growth 
that  they  experienced  in  the  First 
Century. 

First,  those  early  Christians  received 
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G.  Alan  Benson 
power  from  the  Holy  Spirit.  That  same 
spirit  is  available  today  if  we  only  will 
pray  for  and  receive  its  power  in  our 
lives. 

The  scriptures  tell  us  over  and  over 
again  that  we  are  powerless  to  do  the. 
work  of  the  kingdom  without  His  power 
—  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Second,  they  did  the  work  that  was 
needed  themselves.  They  did  not  pay  a 
minister  or  other  employees  of  the 
church  to  do  their  Christian  duty  for 
them.  • 

So  I  ask,  “Whose  church  is  it?”  If  it  is 
ours,  we  need  to  do  its  work  and  not 
depend  on  our  paid  leaders  to  do  it  all.  We 
need  to  pray  each  day  for  the  renewing 
and  empowering  Spirit  of  God  to  enable 
us  to  do  the  work  of  His  Kingdom. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week’s  contributor.  Dr.  G.  Alan 
Benson,  presently  serves  as  Director  of 
Program  and  Music  at  the  Raeford 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Raeford < 
North  Carolina,  (North  Carolina  Con¬ 
ference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


We  should  go  out  on  limb  with  Mr.  Wildmon 


churches  or  nations  which  are  faced  with 
potential  or  actual  conflict.  No  problem 
we  encounter  is  too  great  or  too  small  to 
share  with  God.  Often  we  can  be  the 
instruments  by  which  God  answers 
prayer  either  by  direct  or  indirect  action. 

Bonding  wise  for 
those  handling 
church’s  funds 

The  .lews  that  the  treasurers  of  two  dif¬ 
ferent  United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  have  been  implicated  for  misap¬ 
propriating  church  funds  (See  UMR, 
March  19)  needs  to  be  viewed  from  the 
perspective  offered  in  the  preceding 
editorials. 

It  should  not  surprise  us  that  Christian 
people  working  for  Christian  organiza¬ 
tions  are  capable  of  such  actions.  A 
commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  does  not 
inoculate  us  against  sin.  It  is  rather  a 
way  of  life  which  points  us  away  from 
sin,  and  assures  us  of  God’s  continuing 
love  and  desire  to  forgive  us  when  we 
stumble. 

It  becomes  “news”  when  someone 
working  for  the  church  engages  in  unlaw¬ 
ful  activity  precisely  because  that  is  a 
deviation  from  the  norm.  The  vast 
majority  of  United  Methodism’s  confer¬ 
ence  treasurers  handle  church  funds  as 
one  would  expect :  with  complete  honesty 
and  integrity. 

We  are  fortunate  that  the  UMC’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  has  had  the  foresight  to 
provide  an  excellent  bonding  program 
for  each  annual  conference  in  the  denom¬ 
ination.  This  means  that  any  conference 
which  is  confronted  by  the  unlikely 
situation  of  funds  being  illegally  mis¬ 
managed  will  be  protected  against  losses 
of  up  to  $1  million. 

Some  may  see  the  bonding  of  church 
officials  as  a  sign  of  unhealthy  distrust 
among  Christians.  We  see  it  rather  as  an 
excellent  example  of  Christian 
stewardship.  For  very  little  cost,  it 
protects  everyone  —  contributors, 
church  agencies,  and  those  who  handle 
church  funds  —  from  the  human 
propensity  to  sin.  We  commend  such  a 
practice  to  all  church  bodies,  from  the 
largest  general  agency  to  the  smallest 
local  congregation,  and  to  those  who 
handle  their  funds. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  your  Feb.  26 
editorial  concerning  the  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon  and  his  efforts  to  clean  up  TV. 

We  all  realize  that  problems  exist. 
Some  years  ago,  TV  was  described  as  "a 
vast  wasteland.”  Today,  it  could  better 
be  described  as  a  vast  cesspool!  The  only 
person  in  recent  history  who  has  had  any 
success  at  all  in  speaking  out  against  the 
excesses  on  TV  has  been  Donald 
Wildmon. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
boycotted  lettuce,  grapes,  chocolate  and 
textile  products,  while  we  have  allowed 
our  children’s  minds  to  be  poisoned  by 
TV.  Boycotts  have  been  used  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  before;  why 
would  a  boycott  be  wrong  in  this  case? 

I  agree  that  denominational  leaders 
should  be  involved  in  this  work. 
Unfortunately,  there  are  very  few  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  who  have  been 
willing  to  get  out  on  the  prophetic  limb 
with  Mr.  Wildmon.  He  would  love  to  work 
hand  in  hand  with  any  denominational 
leader  in  our  church.  For  those  leaders  of 
Methodism  who  have  been  wanting  to 
help  but  didn’t  know  how  to  get  in  touch 
with  Mr.  Wildmon,  his  number  is:  601- 
844-5036. 

Roger  E.  Glover 
Elaine,  Arkansas 

Defense  of  Christian  TV 
image  is  low  priority 

To  the  Editor: 

An  important  aspect  of  the  Coalition 
for  Better  Television  debate  has  not  been 
represented  in  your  coverage  (UMR, 
Feb.  19  and  Feb.  26).  Individual 
Christians  are  exhorted  throughout  the 
New  Testament  to  suffer  wrongs  to 
themselves  rather  than  engage  in 
conflicts;  we  are  also  told  to  be  tireless  in 
our  defense  of  the  weak  and  poor.  This  is 
a  double-standard  in  the  very  best 
sense.  Yield  your  own  rights,  but  not  the 
rights  of  suffering  innocents. 

Certainly,  the  same  rule  applies  to  the 
church  as  a  whole.  We,  as  a  people  and  as 
an  institution,  cannot  defend  our  own 
reputation  more  strongly  than  the 
reputation  of  others  wrongly  represented 
on  television.  If  we  do,  the  image  might 
possibly  be  enhanced,  but  the  reality  will 
be  corroded. 

“The  unrepresentative  portrayal  of 
Christian  characters,”  is  unworthy  of 
boycott  support  because  it  is  a  low 
priority  of  the  church  and  will  remain  so 
as  long  as  we  follow  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
teachings. 

Frank  Palmer 
Chicago,  Illinois 

V/ v  Wirn  CSS 


Mr.  Wildmon  needs  aid 

To  the  Editor: 

I  commend  you  in  your  Feb.  26 
editorial  for  your  overwhelming  affirma¬ 
tion  of  Don  Wildmon’s  attempts  to  call 
TV  producers  into  accountability  for  the 
phony  values  and  distorted  realities  they 
show,  many  of  which  are  hostile  to 
Christ’s. 

And  you  convinced  me!  When 
discussing  Rev.  Wildmon’s  organiza¬ 
tion’s  flaws,  you  pointed  out  to  me  how 
the  United  Methodist  Church  should  give, 
him  our  support.  We  United  Methodists 
should  stand  by  a  brother  in  the  faith  who 
is  following  God’s  calling  for  him  as  best 
he  understands.  I’m  sending  him  a  con¬ 
tribution. 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Orange,  California 

Somalian  reports  better 
than  bare  statistics 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  articles 
about  Somalia  in  the  Feb.  19,  Feb.  26  and 
Mar.  5  issues  of  the  Reporter  —  they 
were  well  written  and  personal  — 
naming  people  who  work  there  and  their 
aims.  This  is  much  better  than  printing 
bare  statistics.  I  hope  there  can  be  more 
such  up-to-date  information  presented 
about  church  work  in  other  areas  of  the 
world. 

RuthE.  Griswold 
Cassadaga,  New  York 

World  Vision  expresses 
concern  for  integrity 

To  the  Editor: 

I  received  a  copy  of  Sharon  Mielke’s 
first  report  on  Somalia  and  it  is  quite 
good  (see  NCR,  Feb.  19).  I  hope  I  am  able 
to  see  the  rest  of  these  reports. 

I  did  want  to  update  you  on  a  situation 
that  Ms.  Mielke  surely  did  not  have 
current  information  on.  I  am  not  sure  if 
she  visited  the  Las  Dhure  camp  where 
World  Vision  has  been  working.  The 
refugees  at  Las  Dhure  have,  as  she 
mentioned  is  the  case  in  many  camps, 
experienced  a  great  deal  of  improve¬ 
ment. 

To  reflect  progress  at  the  Las  Dhure 
camp,  World  Vision’s  East  Africa 
specials  beginning  December  26,  1981, 
included  an  updated  report  on  the  camp. 
Because  of  continuing  improvement,  on 
February  23  World  Vision  stopped 
sending  stations  our  television  specials 
covering  Somalia. 

Supporters  of  World  Vision  are  under¬ 
standably  concerned  by  the  quote  in  one 
of  Ms.  Mielke’s  articles  that  World 


Confirmation  symbolizes  a  change 
and  a  promise  —  just  as  God  intended 


By  CAROLYN  J.  MULLINS 

They  stood  at  the  rail  with  thirteen 
other  13-year-olds.  Behind  them  was  an 
overflowing  Easter  congregation;  facing 
them  was  the  pastor  who  had  served  St. 
Mark’s  since  our  family’s  move  to 
Bloomington  nine  years  earlier.  Just 
moments  before  they  had  been  baptized, 
and  now  they  awaited  confirmation  as 
new  members  of  St.  Mark’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Their  solemnity  belied  the 
suppressed  nudges  and  whispers  so 
recently  exchanged  as  they  sat  through 
the  long  service.  The  girls,  our  sons’ 
nursery  school  classmates  that  first  year 
in  Bloomington,  were  confidently  ba¬ 
lanced  on  their  first  high  heels.  Awed  by 
the  quicksilver  shifts  between  childhood 
and  adulthood,  I  found  my  mind 
wandering  back  over  family  history. 

As  different  as  night  and  day,  our  sons 
were  not-quite-twins.  We  had  adopted 
Nick,  then  six  weeks  old,  in  July  1966. 
Shortly  thereafter  I  discovered  that  I  was 
pregnant,  and  Rob  burst  into  the  world 
with  a  howl  in  March  1967.  Nick  was  a 
quiet,  thoughtful  perfectionist  who  often 
shrank  from  new  activities,  preferring, 
instead,  to  observe  from  a  distance 
through  his  huge,  dark  brown  eyes.  Rob 
was  noisy,  impatient,  and  perpetually 
battered  by  his  too-early  attempts  to 


crawl,  stand,  walk,  and  run. 

How  often  we  had  wished  we  could  mix 
their  traits  a  bit.  Utterly  different  in 
tastes,  talents,  inclinations,  they  alter¬ 
nated  between  loving  and  fighting.  But 
somehow  they  and  Nancy,  their  slightly 
younger  sister,  had  changed,  bit  by  little 
bit,  from  infants  whose  care  had  run 
their  parents  ragged,  to  adolescents 
whose  blossoming  activities  and  person¬ 
alities  were  already  dropping  hints  about 
the  adults  they  were  becoming. 

How  different  this  year  was  from  last. 
The  boys  had  taken  confirmation 
training  then,  too,  but  had  not  felt  ready 
to  join  the  church.  Their  dad  and  I  did  not 
press  the  issue,  believing  that  each  boy 
would  make  the  decision  when  the  time 
was  right  for  him.  This  year  Rob  and 
Nick  had  started  with  the  class  in 
January.  Their  return  the  night  before 
from  the  confirmation  retreat  had 
occurred  in  a  rush.  Nick  had  newspapers 
to  deliver,  and  Rob  was  already  late  for  a 
soccer  game.  So  it  wasn't  until  evening 
that  the  boys  told  us  of  their  decision. 
Godparents  and  grandparents  lived  at 
too  great  a  distance  to  come  on  such 
short  notice,  so  we  made  plans  just  for 
our  family. 

Easter  day  dawned  sunny  and  crisp  — 
a  perfect  day  for  bicycling  the  two  miles 


Vision’s  films  are  “almost  fraudulent.” 
We  would  appreciate  it  if  you  could 
somehow  communicate  to  your  readers 
that,  because  World  Vision  wishes  to 
maintain  integrity  in  its  television 
specials,  we  first  updated  the  Somalia 
portions  and  then  removed  them  from 
the  air. 

James  W.  Jewell 
Monrovia,  California 

Christians  should  show 
respect  for  one  another 

To  the  Editor: 

Over  half  of  the  letters  in  your  Feb.  26 
issue  dealt  with  the  editorial  concerning 
the  Rev.  Greg  Dixon’s  remarks  against 
Bishop  Armstrong.  I  agreed  whole-heart¬ 
edly  —  that  is,  until  I  read  Fred  R. 
Methered’s  letter,  headlined  “Bishop 
carries  out  mission.”  It  was  an 
eyeopener. 

We  all  were  upset  and  defensive  about 
Mr.  Dixon’s  namecalling.  We  screamed 
unfair,  unjust,  unchristian.  And  we  were 
right.  But  we  are  not  right  when  we 
categorize  and  namecall  back.  Mr. 
Methered  spoke  against  the  “Falwell 
Moronic  Minority  types”  in  one  sentence 
and  in  the  next  talked  of  UMs  who  “try  to 
emulate  as  best  they  can  the  examples 
set  in  speech  and  action  by  Jesus.” 

Jesus  didn’t  call  even  His  worst  enemy 
a  “moronic  type.”  Jesus’  anger  was  a 
just  anger  for  He  alone  is  perfect.  Even 
though  all  may  not  agree  with  Jerry 
Falwell,  let  us  not  resort  to  tactics  of 
which  we  accuse  others. 

For  Mr.  Methered  to  use  the  term 
“moronic  type”  must  put  him  out  of  the 
category  of  UMs  who  “emulate  as  best 
they  can  the  examples  set  in  speech  and 
action  by  Jesus.” 

Cathy  Christian 
Lovell,  Wyoming 

United  we  stand 

To  the  Editor: 

Toby  Gould’s  recent  comments  that  we 
exclude  folks  whose  “physical  conditions 
make  them  unable  to  stand”  when  we 
say  "Let’s  all  stand  up  and  sing  like  good 
Methodists,”  actually  seems  to  exclude 
an  even  larger  group  of  people. 

In  fact,  10  out  of  every  11  United 
Methodists  would  get  excluded  if  good 
old  Toby  had  suggested  that  “we  all 
stand  up  and  sing  like  good  Evangelical 
United  Brethren." 

Cecil  P.  E.  Pottieger 
Media,  Pennsylvania 


We  must  pay  for  services 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  enclosing  a  check  to  cover 
postage  on  our  subscription  to  the 
Reporter  with  great  joy.  I  enjoy  the 
newspaper  and  I  think  I  should  pay  for  it 
.  .  .  all  of  it. 

I  am  rejoicing  because  my  taxes  no 
longer  subsidize  mailings  which  I  believe 
are  detrimental  to  the  good  of  mankind. 
Ai  the  parent  of  a  cult  victim,  I  have 
been  seething  for  years  over  the  amount 
of  false  propaganda  that  destructive 
cults  send  through  the  mails.  I  could 
guarantee  that  if  a  person  stopped  into 
one  of  these  “churches”  to  study  the 
architecture,  he  would  receive  mailings 
once  a  week  for  three  years  .  .  .  delivered 
through  the  generosity  of  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service  and  MY  TAXES. 

If  our  country  is  ever  to  have  a 
balanced  budget,  its  citizens  are  going  to. 
have  to  pay  for  the  services  they  receive. 
There  are  many  who  will  never  be  able  to 
pay  their  own  medical  and  food  bills,  but 
we  can  at  least  pay  the  cost  of  delivering 
a  worthwhile  United  Methodist  publica- 
t*on-  Betty  Fletcher 

Edina,  Minnesota 

Attacks  on  Moral  Majority 
may  be  blasphemy 

To  the  Editor: 

When  the  Pharisees  whispered  that 
Jesus  cured  the  sick  by  Beelzebub, 
prince  of  the  devils,  His  response  implied 
that  they  were  committing  the 
unforgivable  sin  —  “the  blasphemy  of 
the  Holy  Ghost”  (Matt.  12:31).  Those 
who  attack  the  Moral  Majority  (UMR, 
Feb.  26)  for  their  crusade  to  exorcise  the 
overwhelming  immorality  in  our  society 
may  be  equally  guilty! 

Modern  Pharisees,  wearing  the 
sheep’s  clothing  of  “humanism,”  have 
manipulated  the  courts  to  exclude  God 
from  American  institutions.  They  have 
foisted  abortion  on  demand,  gross 
sexuality,  drugs,  welfarism,  and  a  host  of 
other  evils  upon  our  Christian  nation. 
They  have  saturated  TV,  movies,  and  the 
newsstands  with  the  most  blatant 
pornography. 

Our  Lord  and  Savior  said:  “He  that  is 
not  with  me  is  against  me”  (Matt.  12:30): 
May  I  ask  those  who  criticize  the  Moral 
Majority:  “What  are  YOU  doing  against 
the  Satanic  force  that  is  corrupting 
America?” 

Mas  Odoi 

Torrance,  California 


to  church.  Once  at  church,  Nick  headed 
for  class.  Rob  disappeared  to  check  his 
hair— a  new  concern  that  spoke  of  girls 
and  growing  up  even  while  his  smile,  still 
missing  two  front  teeth  from  a  bicycle 
accident,  reminded  of  the  child  who,  once 
too  often,  had  leapt  before  looking. 

In  the  sanctuary  the  rest  of  us  found 
seats  from  which  I  was  able  to  sneak  an 
occasional  peek  at  the  class.  The 
whispers  and  nudges  in  the  front  row  of 
the  center  section  said  that  the  spirit  of 
childhood  was  alive  and  well  there. 
Nevertheless,  the  formal  confirmation 
symbolized  a  change:  time  and 
childhood  were  passing,  and  our  sons 
were  growing  up, .  “in  wisdom  and 
stature,"  just  as  God  intended.  Through 
tears,  for  the  first  time  I  could  dimly  see 
the  day  when  each  boy  would  stand 
sturdily  by  himself,  sure  of  our  love,  but 
no  longer  needing  our  primary  care.  I 
found  that  vision  a  confirmation  of  the 
promise  in  both  boys,  of  our  patience  in 
waiting  for  a  decision  in  their  own  good 
time,  and  of  the  parenting  we  had  given 
them. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Carolyn  J. 
Mullins,  lives  in  Bloomington,  Indiana. 


MAKE  PLAY  TIME  MORE  FUN 

In  the  rural  area  of  Villa  De  Suchitlan  of  Cortazar,  Mexico  husbands  dnd 
wives  work  long  hours  in  the  fields  to  provide  for  their  families. 

Their  job,  however,  creates  a  need  for  care  for  younger  children.  Without 
a  child-care  center,  parents  must  take  their  children  with  them  into  the 
fields. 

Last  year  the  Social  Center  in  Cortazar  opened  a  kindergarten  center, 
attracting  more  than  150  children-far  beyond  the  Center's  capacity. 
Funds  are  needed  to  provide  equipment  and  materials  for  this  new,  over¬ 
crowded  kindergarten  at  the  Center. 

Your  gift  today  will  improve  some  child's  future. 


Today’s  check  improves  tomorrow's  future. 
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Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to. 
WORLD  DIVISION 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
York.  N.Y.  10115 
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Denominations  continue  20-year  drive  toward  unity 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE  —  The  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  quietly  celebrated  its  20th 
anniversary  here  March  9-12.  This  will 
surprise  a  good  many  of  COCU’s  detrac¬ 
tors,  who  might  have  thought  a  resurrec¬ 
tion  service  more  appropriate. 

COCU  representatives  celebrated  by 
reaching  back  to  the  Old  Testament  for  a 
model  which  its  leaders  believe  provides 
“the  right  concept  for  church  union 
during  the  1980’s.”  The  Old  Testament 
model  is  the  covenant  which,  in  a  biblical 
sense,  was  an  unequal  partnership  be¬ 


tween  God  and  His  people,  Israel.  COCU’s 
modification  of  this  concept  is  called 
“covenanting”  and  suggests  a  bond  be¬ 
tween  the  churches  during  a  gradual 
process  of  growth  toward  union. 

Delegates  from  COCU’s  10  par¬ 
ticipating  denominations  voted  to  spend 
the  next  two  years  perfecting  a  plan  of 
“covenanting.”  On  a  final  motion  by  the 
Rev.  Barbara  Troxell,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist,  the  delegates  made  this  more  than  a 
hollow  gesture  as  they  pledged  “to  help 
create  in  our  respective  denominations 
the  understandings  necessary  for  en¬ 
tering  into  a  covenantal  relationship.” 


awa 


y  froi 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE  -  Some  United  Method¬ 
ist  leaders  meeting  here  March  14-17  said 
they  see  signs  of  annual  conferences  and 
institutions  “pulling  away  from  each 
other”  to  avoid  the  risk  of  problems 
similar  to  those  the  Pacific  Homes 
bankruptcy  litigation  produced  for  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  Those  institutional  relationships  — 
and  the  churches’  role  as  government 
cutbacks  affect  social  services  —  were 
recurring  themes  during  the  42nd  annual 
meeting  of  United  Methodism’s  National 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries. 

The  head  of  the  denomination’s  Health 
and  Welfare  Division  said  in  an  interview 
that  he  has  not  actually  heard  of  any 
annual  conference  severing  its  ties  with 
hospitals  or  homes  within  its  boundaries, 
but  some  think  maybe  they  should. 

The  financial  troubles  and  subsequent 
suits  against  the  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  chain  associated  with  the 
coast  conference  resulted  from  the 
corporation’s  inability  to  honor  some 
lifecare  contracts  of  its  elderly  residents. 
Suits  filed  by  plaintiffs  totaled  some  $750 
million  against  the  conference,  the 
denomination,  church  officials  and  two 
general  agencies  before  an  out-of-court 
settlement  was  reached  last  year. 

“We  must  get  beyond  the  paranoia  of 
Pacific  Homes,”  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Link  told 
a  banquet  audience.  The  association’s  new 
president  said,  “We  have  become  afraid. 
Neither  the  church  nor  the  agencies  can 
allow  legal  technicalities  to  frighten  us 
into  this  separation.  Lawyers  are  right  in 
counseling  us  to  be  cautious,  but  that 
answer  is  four-fold.” 

He  said  the  four  considerations  are: 
(1)  what  agencies  must  do  is  to  be  more 
responsible,  and  not  to  pull  away  from 
the  church ;  (2)  Boards  of  directors  must 
become  more  knowledgeable  when  they 
make  decisions;  (3)  administrators  must 
be  “more  zealous  in  their  administra¬ 
tion,  and  (4)  “the  church  must  be  more 
responsive  and  aware  of  the  needs  in 
health  and  welfare.” 


Strong  church  presence  urged 

“We  need  to  tell  the  church  —  and  to 
tell  the  church  without  apology  —  that 
the  time  is  now  to  show  a  strong  United 
Methodist  presence  in  health  and  welfare 
ministries,  rather  than  to  attempt  to  hide 
the  division  in  some  inter-divisional  unit 
that  cannot  be  explained  or  defined,”  Dr. 
Link  said.  Speaking  at  the  national  associ¬ 
ation  awards  banquet,  his  comments 
brought  not  only  loud  applause  but 
“amens”  from  his  audience. 

“We’re  not  recommending  separa¬ 
tion,”  said  the  Rev.  John  A.  Murdock, 
division  executive.  “We  want  people  to 
work  out  their  relations,  and  to  be  in  mis¬ 
sion  together.” 

Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger  Jr.  told  the 
gathering  a  series  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Division  sponsored  workshops  held 
across  the  country  to  define  legal  rela¬ 
tionships  actually  were  meant  to  “build 
stronger  relationships  and  to  be  sure  our 
total  hor*se  is  in  order,  not  to  put 
distance”  between  annual  conferences 
and  church-related  institutions. 


Creative  response  to  cuts  needed 

Dr.  Link,  executive  director  of 
McKendree  Manor,  a  retirement  home  in 
Tennessee,  said  the  “New  Federalism” 
proclaimed  in  Washington  and  resulting 
cutbacks  in  social  services  demand 
“new,  creative  ministries”  relating  to 
health  and  welfare.  He  said  this  must 
happen  even  if  it  means  proposing 
legislation  to  1984  General  Conference 
which  would  make  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Division  an  autonomous  board 
—  as  it  was  prior  to  1972. 

Dr.  Link  told  the  Reporter  later  that 
what  he  would  like  to  see  is  an 
autonomous  health  and  welfare  board. 
“We  have  little  in  common  with  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.” 

Bishop  Finger,  in  an  interview  prior  to 
Dr.  Link’s  address,  told  the  Reporter 
that  it  was  too  early  for  him  to  speculate 
on  what  may  result  from  the 
restructuring  discussions  regarding  the 
Global  Ministries  board.  Bishop  Finger 
is  on  the  committee  of  10  which  meets 
with  a  committee  of  10  from  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  to  discuss  the 
missions  board’s  future  structure  and 
pattern  of  operation  as  mandated  by  the 
1980  General  Conference.  “Health  and 
welfare  ministries  are  an  important 
dimension  in  the  life  of  the  church,”  he 
said.  “My  feeling  is  that  it  will  remain  a 
major  entity.” 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Dr.  Link 
was  to  appoint  a  “blue  ribbon 
committee”  composed  of  persons 
experienced  “in  health  and  welfare 
ministries”  and  the  structure  of  the 
church.  Its  task  will  include  developing 
legislation  for  the  1984  General 
Conference  based  on  the  effects  of  the 
proposed  restructure  of  Global 
Ministries.  It  will  also  “propose  ways  of 
educating  General  Conference  delegates 
to  our  purposes  and  goals,  working 
toward  the  development  of  a  special  four- 
year  church  emphasis.”  The  emphasis, 
Dr.  Link  told  a  highly  receptive 
audience,  would  be  on  health  and  welfare 
needs  of  people  and  on  Church  ministries 
to  them. 


Proposals  for  “covenanting”  will  be 
presented  to  COCU’s  next  plenary,  ten¬ 
tatively  scheduled  in  1984.  If  that  plenary 
adopts  the  “covenanting  plan,”  it  would 
then  be  referred  to  the  10  member 
denominations  for  consideration  in  the 
mid-1980s  (approximately  1985-88).  A 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
probably  could  not  act  on  a  “covenan¬ 
ting”  plan  before  1988. 


Implications  far  from  clear 

Exactly  what  “covenanting”  would 
morally  or  legally  bind  the 
denominations  to  do  next  was  not  clear. 


But  there  were  many  —  United  Method¬ 
ist  theologian  Robert  Nelson  among 
them  —  who  insisted  that  if  COCU’s 
“covenanting”  is  truly  to  follow  the 
biblical  examples,  it  must  be  binding. 

Some  described  “covenanting,”  when 
it  comes,  as  “a  pledge  to  stay  together 
until  we  obtain  union.”  Others  used  the 
analogy  of  marriage,  citing  the  promises 
of  a  husband  and  wife  to  stay  together. 

What  "covenanting”  clearly  is  not  is  a 
legal  plan,  imposed  from  the  top  down. 
The  COCU  leaders  learned  during  the 
early  1970s  from  an  ill-fated  “Plan  of 
Union”  that  COCU’s  portion  of  American 


Christendom  is  not  ready  to  accept  a 
pyramid-like  structural  union. 


Health  institutions, 
church  feared  ‘pulling 
>m  each  other’ 


Bishop  Finger  is  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Holston  Area  and  president  of  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  He  spoke  several  times 
during  the  meeting  of  the  national 
association  which  is  the  membership 
organization  of  health  and  welfare 
institutions  related  to  annual 
conferences  and  to  other  connectional 
entities  within  the  denomination. 

Dr.  Link  said  part  of  the  reason  he  saw 
for  some  of  the  “pulling  away  from  each 
other”  is  because  of  the  guidelines  for 
defining  relationships  between  annual 
conferences  and  institutions  which  were 
provided  at  the  regional  workshops.  “All 
the  words  we  have  heard  are  don’ts,  such 
as  don’t  use  certain  phraseology.” 

For  example,  an  annual  conference  or 
institution  should  not  bill  or  advertise  a 
program  as  “a  home  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.”  The  relationship  should 
be  defined  as  existing  between  the  home 
and  a  given  annual  conference  rather 
than  between  the  home  and  the  entire 
denomination. 


Youngster  enacts  day’s  lesson 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  An  enthusiastic  youngster  here  appears  to  have  totally 
absorbed  the  day’s  lesson,  "Love  one  another,"  as  he  surprises  a  classmate  with  a 
kiss  at  the  community  center  in  the  city’s  French  Quarter  which  provides  daily  care 
for  children  and  also  ministers  to  elderly  people  in  a  nearby  high-rise. 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


‘Sixth  mark’  controversial 

The  consultation,  in  addition  to  adop¬ 
ting  the  concept  of  the  covenant,  in¬ 
structed  its  Church  Order  Commission  to 
explore  any  or  all  of  six  "marks  of 
unity."  Only  minimal  opposition  was  ex¬ 
pressed  to  five:  “Mutual  recognizing  of 
our  churches;  claiming  our  emerging 
theological  consensus;  recognizing/ 
reconciling  our  ministries;  initiating 
regular  eucharistic  fellowship,  and 
exercising  social  and  personal  mission, 
including  common  mission  in  such  areas 
as  justice,  peace  and  liberation." 

But  a  sixth  “mark  of  unity"  set  off  two 
major  rounds  of  frank  plenary  debate 
and  uncounted  hallway,  denominational 
and  cross-denominational  conversations. 
This  “mark  of  unity”  proposes  the  com¬ 
missioning  of  “apostolic  collegia"  which 
are  described  as  “councils  of  oversight.  " 
At  national,  regional,  and  local  levels 
these  councils  would  oversee  the 
“covenanting  process”  and  would  also 
“oversee  such  ministerial  actions  as  bap¬ 
tizing,  confirming  and  ordaining 
together.” 

Some  called  this  a  radical  step.  Others 
asked  whether  it  was  only  an  enabling 
step  or  integral  to  “covenanting.”  One 
United  Methodist  said,  “This  is  where 
the  rubber  meets  the  road.”  Another  said 
the  consultation  is  “only  treading  water” 
unless  and  until  some  kind  of  “council  of 
oversight”  is  agreed  on. 

In  addition  to  the  controversy  surroun¬ 
ding  the  Church  Order  Commission,  the 
Theology  Commission  ran  into  its  own 
snags.  Since  the  beginning,  COCU  has 
employed  a  process  of  building  an 
“emerging  theological  consensus.” 

As  of  1980,  theological  agreements  had 
been  pretty  well  reached  in  such  areas  as 
mutual  recognition  of  members,  con¬ 
fessions  of  faith  and  forms  of  worship. 
For  example,  mutual  recognition  of 
members  means  “recognizing  that  one 
another's  members  share  a  common 
membership  and  ministry”  in  the  Body 
of  Christ. 

The  primary  area  in  which  the  need  for 
theological  consensus  has  remained  is 
“the  ministry.”  The  “consensus” 
document  drafted  in  1980  proposed  the 
recognition  of  a  tri-partite  ordained 
ministry  consisting  of  bishops, 
presbyters  and  deacons. 


Member  churches  had  been  asked  to 
study  and  respond  to  these  proposals. 
And,  as  expected  —  based  on  earlier 
years’  experience  —  the  concept  of 
bishop  proved  particularly  con¬ 
troversial. 

The  Louisville  session  overran  its* 
agenda  to  permit  rather  blunt  discussion 
on  this  topic.  Divisions  even  within 
denominational  delegations  became  ob¬ 
vious,  and  at  least  one  delegation  seemed 
somewhat  apologetic  for  a  strongly 
negative  view  of  bishops  written  by  one 
of  its  delegates. 

Given  this  debate  —  some  called  it 
COCU’s  most  honest  floor  debate  since 
the  early  1960s  —  the  consultation  in¬ 
structed  its  Theology  Commission  to  con¬ 
tinue  revising  the  consensus  document  in 
light  of  member  communions'  responses. 
The  commission  was  asked  to  broaden  its 
discussions  to  involve  the  “evangelical” 
wings  within  one  or  more  denominations 
which  have  indicated  they  feel  left  out  of 
the  union  discussions. 

The  consultation’s  general  secretary, 
the  Rev.  Gerald  F.  Moede,  a  United 
Methodist,  advanced  the  “covenanting” 
concept  both  in  a  paper  distributed  in  ad¬ 
vance  and  in  his  “State  of  Union”  ad¬ 
dress. 

Dr.  Moede  claimed  that  COCU  has  “a 
theological  skeleton”  and  that  “the 
covenant,  although  not  yet  a  constitution, 
would  give  us  joints,  ligaments,  a  few 
sinews  to  put  onto  the  skeleton  so  the 
body  could  take  shape.  ” 

COCU  representatives  left  Louisville 
with  their  principal  remaining  points  of 
divergence  clearly  identified  —  the 
definitions  and  layerings  of  the  ordained 
ministry  on  the  one  hand  and  the  job 
description  for  the  proposed  “apostolic 
collegia”  on  the  other. 


88  Georgia  members  sign  letter 

Charges  filed  against  Denver  area  bishop 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  minister  and  88  members  of  a 
three-point  charge  in  the  South  Georgia 
Annual  Conference  have  filed  formal 
charges  against  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  Jr.  of  United  Methodism’s  Den¬ 
ver  Area  in  connection  with  his 
ministerial  appointment  last  fall  of  a 
self-identified  homosexual  and  sub¬ 
sequent  statements  he  has  made  in  sup¬ 
port  of  this  action. 

Specific  charges  under  Paragraph 
2621. l.f  of  “The  Book  of  Discipline”  were 
spelled  out  in  a  letter  from  the  Georgia 
congregation  to  Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger 
Jr.,  president  of  the  denomination's 
Council  of  Bishops. 


respond  to  the  letter,  since  it  was  ad¬ 
dressed  to  someone  else. 

The  Georgia  congregations  have  ac¬ 
cused  Bishop  Wheatley  of  “the 
dissemination  of  doctrines  contrary  to 
the  established  standards  of  doctrine  of 
the  church,”  quoting  directly  from 
paragraph  2621. l.f  of  “The  Book  of 
Discipline.” 


Letter  sent  wrong  place 
Bishop  Finger  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
will  respond  to  the  Georgia  pastor  that 
the  Council  of  Bishops  is  not  a  judicial 
body.  “The  concerns  ought  properly  be 
addressed  to  the  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ference  which  elected  and  assigned  the 
bishop  in  question,”  Bishop  Finger  ad¬ 
ded. 


Bishop  Wheatley’s  area  is  in  the 
Western  Jurisdiction.  The  president  of 
that  jurisdiction’s  College  of  Bishops  is 
Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area. 


A  letter  outlining  the  charges  was  sent 
to  all  the  church’s  bishops.  Bishop 
Wheatley’s  office  received  his  copy  while 
he  was  in  Montana  on  annual  conference 
business.  Although  he  had  not  seen  the 
(letter)  he  was  told  of  its  arrival.  He  told 
the  Reporter  last  week  he1  would  not 


Three  more  accusations  made 

The  letter  then  lists  three  further  ac¬ 
cusations:  That  Bishop  Wheatley  has 
“undermined  the  authority  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  which  United  Methodists  have 
historically  affirmed  as  ‘the  primary 
source  and  guideline  for  doctrine,’  that 
his  statements  are  divisive,  and  that  his 
statements  ‘thwart  the  evangelistic  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  ’  ” 

The  churches  specifically  cite  as  a 
basis  for  their  charges  a  statement  in 
Bishop  Wheatley’s  November  letter  to 
ministers  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference  that  “I  clearly  do  not  believe 
that  homosexuality  is  a  sin.” 

Referring  to  the  connectional  system 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the  let¬ 
ter  says  an  individual  church  is  “reflec¬ 
ted  upon”  through  the  actions  of  other 
United  Methodist  churches,  church  agen¬ 
cies,  the  General  Conference  and  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

The  letter  adds,  “These  charges  are 
made  in  the  interest  of  correcting 
damages  that  have  been  made  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

The  “Discipline”  provides  that  a  7 
member  Committee  on  Investigation  — 


whose  function  is  approximately  that 
of  a  grand  jury  in  the  public  court  system 
—  elected  by  the  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  shall  be  convened  within  60  days 
after  receiving  an  accusation  in  writing 
against  a  bishop.  During  the  preliminary 
hearing,  if  possible,  the  accused  and  the 
accuser  are  brought  face  to  face.  The 
committee  then  determines  whether  or 
not  there  are  sufficient  grounds  based  on 
the  charges  brought  and  on  church  law  to 
render  a  trial  necessary.  A  church  trial 
as  described  in  “The  Book  of  Discipline” 
is  “an  expedient  of  last  resort.  ” 

The  pastor  of  the  Georgia  charge  from 
which  the  charges  originated  is  the  Rev. 
David  Hendrix.  He  said  that  a  lawyer 
member  of  another  United  Methodist 
congregation  had  been  consulted  before 
the  letter  was  written.  He  also  said  that  a 
retired  bishop  whom  he  would  not  name 
had  offered  some  counsel. 


Grew  out  of  Bible  study 

Mr.  Hendrix  said  that  the 
congregations’  concern  over  Bishop 
Wheatley’s  actions  and  subsequent 


statements  grew  out  of  a  Wednesday 
morning  Bible  study  attended  primarily 
by  women,  with  average  attendance  of 

25. 

The  pastor  said  he  believed  his  three- 
point  charge  with  288  members  is 
“prepared  to  follow  through”  in  the  legal 
proceedings  against  Bishop  Wheatley, 
even  if  it  means  sending  someone  to  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  to  meet  with  the 
Committee  on  Investigation. 

Mr.  Hendrix  said  neither  he  nor  any 
members  of  his  congregation  had  seen 
copies  of  correspondence  which  Bishop 
Wheatley  had  exchanged  recently  with 
officials  of  the  “Good  News”  organization 
within  the  denomination.  “Good  News” 
officials  have  criticized  the  bishop’s 
appointment  of  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush  to 
a  part-time  ministry  in  Denver  following 
Mr.  Rush’s  statement  last  summer  that  he 
is  a  homosexual. 

Mr.  Hendrix  said  the  Georgians’ 
primary  acquaintance  with  the  Denver 
matter  came  through  reading  articles  in 
the  Reporter. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Black  caucus  urged 
to  resume  old  battle 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 


Continuing  Education 

Two  major  Seminars  cover  methods  of 
attracting  and  teaching  adults.  In¬ 
cludes  certification  in  the  Trinity 
program  proven  in  900  churches.  This 
positive,  winning  Biblical  method 
strengthens  the  church  where  it 
counts. 

FT.  WAYNE  May  6  -  7 
DALLAS  June  10  -  11 
Dr.  Frank  Warden 

Approved  CEU  credit-ten  hours. 
Church  enrollment  $50  plus  $50  per 
person,  spouses  free.  Includes  com¬ 
plete  notebook  and  all  church  start-up 
materials.  Each  day  10  til  4;  adjacent 
housing  extra.  Send  enrollment  to 
Trinity  Bible  Studies,  Box  25101, 
Dallas.  TX  75225  214/373-7110. 


Infant  formula  giant  makes  policy  change 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  In  a  change  of 
policy,  the  Swiss-based  Nestle 
Corporation  announced  here  last  week 
that  it  voluntarily  will  abide  by  all  the 
provisions  _;of  the  infant  formula 
marketing  code  adopted  118-1  by  the 
World  Health  Organization  in  May  1981. 

That  is  precisely  what  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Infant  Formula  Task 
force  has  called  on  Nestle  to  do  since  a 
joint  meeting  in  June  1981. 

“This  is  a  welcome  initiative  by 
Nestle,"  said  the  Rev.  Philip  Wogaman, 
chairman  of  the  UMC  task  force.  He  said 
Nestle’s  announcement  to  the  national 
news  media  primarily  contained 
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Visit  many  historical  sites  and  beauty 
spots  of  India. 
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7  days  off  the  beaten  track  into  the  heart  of 
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meet  families  and  much  more. 
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information  shared  with  the  task  force  in 
private  negotiations  last  month.  Nestle 
gave  the  task  force  members  copies  of 
the  announcement  a  week  ahead  of  the 
release  to  the  media,  Dr.  Wogaman  said. 

The  latest  announcement  contains 
some  new  information  which  the  task 
force  will  formally  assess  during  a 
meeting  next  week,  he  said. 

The  announcement  was  the  most 
specific  and  thorough  pledge  made  by 
Nestle  since  the  beginning  of  an 
international  boycott  of  Nestle  products 
in  1977.  Boycott  leaders  have  charged 
Nestle  with  aggressive  marketing 
practices  which  lead  mothers  — 
especially  in  Third  World  countries  —  to 
feed  babies  on  infant  formula  instead  of 
breast  milk.  Because  poverty  often  leads 
mothers  to  overdilute  the  powdered 
formula  and  improper  education  and 
water  supplies  lead  to  sanitation 
problems,  the  results  often  is  malnutrition 
and  even  death  for  the  babies,  Nestle’s 
critics  charge. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  thus  far 
has  declined  to  endorse  the  boycott.  The 
Infant  Formula  task  force  represents  the 
position  of  the  denomination  as  a  whole  by 
action  of  the  1980  General  Conference. 

However,  30  of  73  UM  annual 
conferences,  two  UM  general  agencies 
and  five  other  denominations  have 
endorsed  the  boycott.  Most  of  them  take 


their  cues  irom  INFACT  (Infant 
Formula  Action  Coalition)  which 
initiated  the  boycott.  INFACT  is 
composed  of  representatives  from 
numerous  labor,  community  and 
religious  organizations. 

Meanwhile,  INFACT  chairman 
Douglas  Johnson  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  boycott  will  continue  until  Nestle 
agrees  to  sit  down  with  his  organization 
to  work  out  an  agreement  on 
implementing  and  monitoring  Nestle’s 
pledges. 

Nestle  officials  told  the  UM  task  force 
last  spring  that  they  would  abide  by  the 
aim  and  principles  of  the  code  but  said 
little  about  the  specific  provisions.  Then, 
last  October,  they  told  the  task  force  they 
were  trying  to  meet  most  of  the 
provisions. 

The  17-page  document  released  last 
week  details  how  Nestle  is  abiding  by  or 
planning  to  abide  by  each  paragraph  of 
the  code. 

The  task  force  previously  noted  that 
many  paragraphs  of  the  code  are 
ambiguous.  “Where  a  paragraph  is  open 
to  interpretation,  Nestle  has  tended  to 
follow  a  less  restrictive  interpretation,” 
Dr.  Wogaman  told  the  Reporter. 

He  said  he  was  “encouraged  to  see  that 
the  document  is  in  the  form  of 
instructions  to  employees  in  the  field. 
This  shows  they  mean  business.” 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  LOUIS  —  At  their  15th  anniversary 
meeting,  members  of  United  Methodism’s 
black  caucus  were  challenged  to  resume 
their  almost  forgotten  battle  against 
racism,  poverty  and  oppression  in 
minority  communities  around  the  world. 

“We’ve  gone  middle  class  in  our 
thinking,"  said  the  Rev.  Negail  Riley,  an 
executive  with  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  in  his  keynote 
address  to  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  here  last  week. 

“As  black  church  members  our  work  is 
not  done  yet,”  he  said.  “But  we  as  black 
Methodists  failed  in  the  1970s  to  see 
ourselves  in  relation  to  other  black 
Americans." 

“Most  of  our  churches  are  in 
neighborhoods  where  blacks  are  still 
victims  of  poverty,  unemployment  and 
violence.  And  yet  we  black  Methodists 
talk  like  the  majority  culture:  ‘They  ought 
to  pull  themselves  up  like  I  did’  instead  of 
‘There  but  for  the  grace  of  God  go  I.’  ” 

Dr.  Riley  and  other  speakers  told  more 
than  200  participants  that  black  United 
Methodists  must  re-dedicate  themselves 
to  the  goal  of  full  equality  “for  all  God’s 
children.” 

“We  cannot  afford  to  become 
complacent.  We  must  question  those 
things  in  our  society  which  go  against 
Christian  teaching,"  Dr.  Riley  said. 
“Ask  yourself  ‘what  kind  of  socio¬ 
economic  system  would  feed  all  the 
hungry  people  in  the  world?’  Don’t  tell 
me  it  can’t  be  done:  Jesus  fed  5,000  of  his 
children  with  five  loaves  and  two  fishes.” 

Likewise,  Dr.  Riley  said,  the  black 
Christian  community  must  extend  its 
ministry  across  "continental  boundaries” 


and  in  an  expression  of  solidarity  with 
troubled  nations  around  the  world.  “I  am 
appalled  that  when  the  issues  of  El 
Salvador  and  Nicaragua  come  up  our 
members  don’t  know  where  these  nations 
are  or  what  they  are,”  he  said. 

“We  need  to  educate  ourselves  quickly 
and  challenge  U.S.  foreign  policy  when  it 
goes  against  the  teachings  of  Christ. 
There  is  still  blatant  racism  in  many  of 
our  nation’s  policies,”  he  said.  “We  have 
sanctions  against  Poland  but  refuse  to 
consider  sanctions  against  South  Africa. 
We  have  a  reception  program  for 
Eastern  European  refugees,  and  a 
rejection  program  for  Haitian  refugees’* 

Dr.  Riley  said,  “No,  I’m  not 
recommending  the  same  strategy  we 
used  in  the  ’60s,  but  we  need  to 
remember  if  it  hadn’t  been  for  the 
protests  and  demonstrations  and 
demands  for  justice,  we’d  be  just  about 
where  we  were  30  years  ago.  We  need  to 
remain  aware  and  committed.” 

The  crowd  cheered  —  even  in  the  plush 
hotel  meeting  room  —  when  he  ended  his 
address  with  specific  recommendations 
for  the  caucus.  A  motion  was  adopted 
asking  BMCR  to  re-order  its  goals  as 
suggested  by  Dr.  Riley.  Among  his 
suggestions  were  to: 

•  Develop  new  criteria  for  black 
leaders  so  “we  surround  ourselves  with 
leaders  committed  to  Christ’s  call  for 
liberation  for  all  his  people”  and  not 
“just  nice  guys  or  diplomats" ; 

•  Recruit  and  nurture  people  in  local 
churches  who  are  spiritually  and 
actively  pushing  for  socio-economic 
justice  in  their  local  communities ; 

•  Educate  local  churches  about  the 
struggles  of  minority  persons  in  other 
nations. 
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"Paths  to  Transformation  —  a  study  of 
the  general  agencies  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,"  by  Kristine  M.  Rogers 
and  Bruce  A.  Rogers;  Abingdon  Press, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  ninth  of  16  books  of  the 
“Into  Our  Third  Century  Series,”  paper¬ 
back,  13.50. 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

“The  general  agencies  have  a  choice: 
to  remain  an  ever-growing  problem 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church  or  to 
become  a  leader  in  the  renewal  of 
themselves  and  the  total  denomination.” 

The  authors  —  who  make  the  above 
statement  on  the  88th  and  last  page  of 
their  book  —  don’t  dwell  on  problems. 
They  primarily  explore  ways  the 
agencies  can  do  a  better  job  of  carrying 
out  the  church’s  mission  as  United 
Methodism  enters  its  third  century.  An 
underlying  assumption  of  the  book  is  that 
the  general  agencies  are  doing  vital  work 
for  the  church. 

Agency  problems  taken  seriously 

Nonetheless,  the  Rogers  make  clear 
that  they  believe  our  denomination’s 
Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
Discipleship,  Global  Ministries,  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  the  other 
general  agencies  have  serious  problems. 
To  list  a  few: 

•  The  grassroots  of  the  church  distrust 
the  agencies.  “This  is  a  characteristic 
born  in  the  latter  1970s  and  the  beginning 
of  the  1980s ;  suspicion  and  mistrust  of  the 
national-level  agencies  by  the  person  on 
the  street  and  the  United  Methodist  in  the 
pew.  Such  mistrust  is  a  natural  response 
to  something  grown  so  large  and 
forbidding  that  the  individual  can  no 
longer  keep  track  of  it.” 

•  The  agencies'  chain  of  accountability 
to  the  denomination  is  inherently  flawed. 
The  basic  principle  of  organization 
affirmed  by  the  authors  is  that  a  group 
(such  as  General  Conference)  should 
never  delegate  responsibility  to  another 
group  (such  as  a  general  agency ) . 

In  order  to  achieve  accountability  and 
insure  that  orders  are  followed,  a  group 
must  delegate  responsibility  to  an  indi-- 
yidual  (such  .as  an  agency  executive  or 
president),  or  an  individual  should 
delegate  to  a  group,  or  an  individual 


Book  Review 

should  delegate  to  an  individual,  the 
Rogers  write.  This  principle  “is  violated 
throughout  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

•  Financial  support  (adjusted  for 
inflation)  for  the  agencies  is  falling. 

•  Decisions  by  the  majority  within 
agencies  often  are  insensitive  to  the 
concerns  of  the  minority  who  are  left 
feeling  "powerless  and  unhappy.” 

•  Various  quotas  for  representation  on 
boards  of  directors  have  created  “huge, 
ungainly  program  bodies"  which  have 
been  ineffective  forums  for  airing  and 
handling  issues. 

The  assessment  of  the  UMC’s  general 
agencies  comes  from  two  non-United 
Methodists.  The  UMC’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries  deliberately  sought  the 
“outsiders”  to  write  the  book.  The 
Rogers  are  with  Management  Design 
Inc.  of  Cincinnati,  and  have  years  of 
experience  in  organizational  consulting 
for  religious  groups  and  businesses.  But 
they  do  not  necessarily  recommend  the 
use  of  the  latest  business  management 
techniques  to  solve  our  church  agencies’ 
problems. 

‘The  perfection  the 
denomination  seeks 
lies  in  a  return  to 
Methodism  's  deepest 
roots. . .  ’ 

Propose  return  to  ‘roots’ 

Rather,  the  Rogers,  members  of 
another  mainline  Protestant 
denomination,  often  propose  that  United 
Methodist  officials  get  back  in  touch  with 
the  denomination’s  theological  and 
structural  roots. 

For  example,  they  write:  “Individual 
Christians  everywhere  are  longing  for 
family-patterned  fellowship,  for  heart-to- 
heart  confrontation  over  real  values,  for 
motivation  to  live  a  life  of  discipline  and 
of  genuine  love. 

“United  Methodists  have  a  possible 
answer  to  these  needs,  but  they  have 
sought  salvation  in  alien  structures  such 


Retired  bishop  dies  in  San  Francisco 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMNS)  -  Retired 
Bishop  Donald  Harvey  Tippett,  formerly 
resident  bishop  of  the  San  Francisco 
Area  of  the  Methodist  Church,  died  here 
March  10.  He  was  five  days  short  of  his 
86th  birthday. 

A  memorial  service  will  be  held  at  11 
a.m.  on  April  3  at  Temple  United 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Francisco. 

Bishop  Tippett  retired  in  1968.  His 
entire  episcopal  career,  beginning  in 
1948,  was  spent  in  the  same  area. 


He  was  president  of  the  Television, 
Radio  and  Film  Commission  (TRAFCO) 
of  the  Methodist  Church  and  chairman  of 
the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Broadcasting  and  Film  Commission  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  In 
addition  to  chairing  the  Department  of 
Ministerial  Education  of  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Education,  he  was  a  member  of 
several  other  church  commissions. 

Surviving  are  his  two  sons,  Philip  and 
Donald.  His  wife  died  in  1980. 


as  public  administration,  hierarchical 
bureaucracy,  management  by  objectives 
and  representative  democracy. 

"We  believe  the  perfection  the  denomi¬ 
nation  seeks  lies  in  a  return  to 
Methodism’s  deepest  roots,  in  a  reawak¬ 
ening  of  the  initial  insights  of  the 
Methodist  movement,  in  a  revival  of  that 
structure,  the  class  meeting,  which 
Wesley  considered  the  most  important 
qualification  for  membership  in  his 
Society. 

“Might  not  this  group  of  friends  —  who 
in  the  class  meeting  gather  to 
strengthen,  support,  admonish  and 
exhort  one  another  to  bear  witness  to  the 
grace  that  has  washed  away  their  sin  and 
called  them  to  perfection  .  .  .  —be  the 
essence  of  connectionalism  and  the  hope 
for  the  future?" 

The  Rogers  specifically  apply  that  idea 
to  the  way  general  boards  make  decisions. 
Current  decisions  under  Robert’s  Rules 
of  Order,  lobbying  and  majority  rule 
tend  to  polarize  United  Methodists,  they 
contend.  They  suggest  use  of  another  pro¬ 
cess  called  “discernment  of  spirits.”  This 
involves  the  decision-makers  —  individ¬ 
ually  and  as  a  group  —  “in  prayer  and 
reflection,  in  sharing  and  clarifying  moti¬ 
vation  and  in  building  a  spiritual  and 
intuitive  basis  for  understanding  and 
acting.” 

New  role  for  staff  suggested 

Agency  staff  persons  should  not  be 
looked  upon  as  experts  to  whom  the 
boards  turn,  the  Rogers  suggest.  Instead, 
staff  persons  should  be  seen  as  the  ones 
who  keep  track  of  the  expertise  which  is 
found  among  the  9.6  million  United 
Methodists  and  who  invite  such 
“experts”  to  make  “unique,  varied  and 
significant  contributions  to  the  Church  as 
a  whole.” 

The  authors  would  prefer  to  see  most 
important  issues  turned  over  to  small 
groups  of  these  “experts”  gleaned  from 
the  UMC’s  grassroots.  Such  groups  could 
explore  alternative  approaches.  Such 
“values  seminars’’  with  people  from 
diverse  backgrounds  would  be  a  radical 
change  from  many  of  the  issues  consul¬ 
tations  currently  offered  in  which 
contrasting  perspectives  are  virtually 
non-existent  among  planners,  speakers 
and  often  even  among  the  participants. 

This  book  is  full  of  provocative 
suggestions  for  United  Methodism’s 
general  agencies  to  gain  credibility  and, 
thus,  to  be  of  more  service  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

For  lay  persons  and  pastors  with  an 
interest  in  how  well  our  denomination  is 
performing  its  worldwide  mission  and 
alternatives  to  the  future  “Paths  to 
Transformation”  is  remarkably  inter¬ 
esting  reading  —  considering  the  bureau¬ 
cratic  nature  of  its  subject.  The  overview 
of  United  Methodist  structure  is  relatively 
simple  to  read  even  for  the  uninitiated  and 
at  times  is- quite  refreshing,  owing  in 
part  to  the  fact,  that  “outsiders”  are  doing 
the  writing. 
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‘Children  are  the  rainbows  of  God’ 

WILMINGTON,  Del.  —  “Reach  For  Your  Rainbow”  is  the  title  of  this  wall  mural  painted  in  southeast  Wilmington  to  represent 
people  working  together  to  achieve  higher  goals. 

The  mural,  which  resulted  from  a  cooperative  effort  between  the  United  Methodist  Neighborhood  House  Community  Center 
and  the  Community  Arts  Program  of  the  Delaware  Art  Museum,  was  reproduced  on  an  inside  wall  of  the  community  center  by 
Kenneth  Lemon,  an  active  volunteer. 

Center  president  Wayne  F.  Brown,  said  the  center  during  1981  had  helped  children,  youth,  young  adults  and  families  show 
their  true  colors  in  creativity  and  self  esteem  as  they  reach  for  the  rainbow  promise  of  hope  and  love. 

PENINSULA  CONFERENCE  COMMUNICATOR  PHOTO 


Local  churches  aid  refugees 


Haitian,  Polish  said  ‘deserving’ 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

BROOKLYN,  N.Y.  -  Whether 
refugees  come  from  Haiti  or  from 
Poland,  local  United  Methodists  here  see 
both  groups  as  escapees  from  repressive 
governments,  and  equally  deserving  of 
help. 

“Those  from  Haiti  are  as  much 
political  exiles  as  those  from  Poland” 
regardless  of  official  U.S.  immigration 
policy,  said  the  Rev.  Wilson  Boots,  the 
Long  Island  West  district  superin¬ 
tendent. 

The  only  Polish-American  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  U.S.  and  the 
Haitian  Mission  at  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  both  located  here, 
provide  a  warm  reception  for  the  new 
arrivals.  The  New  York  Annual 
Conference  of  the  UMC  and  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  are 
assisting  the  two  congregations  in  this 
special  mission  with  funds  for  housing, 
food,  clothing  and  job  counseling. 

Mr.  Boots  explained  that  U.S.  immi¬ 
gration  policy  does  not  consider  most 
Haitians  eligible  for  political  asylum,  but 
considers  them  “economic  refugees” 
seeking  jobs  in  the  U.S.  Because  Poles 
are  fleeing  a  communist  regime,  Mr. 
Boots  said,  they  more  readily  are  given 
political  asylum  which  makes  them  eligi¬ 


ble  for  public  assistance  immediately. 

“I  believe  that  biblically,  theologically 
and  existentially,  it  is  the  same  situation 
for  both  groups.  People  are  fleeing  just  to 
survive.  Jesus,  too,  was  a  refugee.  He 
and  his  family  had  to  escape  King 
Herod’s  slaughter  of  innocent  children, 
just  to  survive,  ”  he  added. 

The  Rev.  Emmanuel  Caeser,  a 
Haitian-American  directing  the  Haitian 
Mission  at  St.  Mark’s  UMC,  said  he  likes 
to  emphasize  social  and  educational  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  Haitian  community  in  the 
Flatbush  section  of  Brooklyn.  But  more 
immediate  needs  often  take  precedence. 

He  said  Haitians  migrate  here  from 
Florida,  often  with  only  the  plane,  train 
or  bus  tickets  sent  them  hv  New  York 
relatives  or  friends.  They  have  nothing 
else,  and  the  persons  sending  the  tickets 
may  not  have  enough  resources 
themselves  to  support  the  new  Haitian 
arrivals  until  they  can  take  care  of 
themselves.  That’s  where  St.  Mark’s 
Haitian  Mission  comes  in  with  assistance 
in  finding  jobs  and  a  place  to  live. 

“It  is  complicated,"  Mr.  Caeser  said, 
“and,  what  little  funds  I  have  had  are 
drying  up.” 

A  pre-Lenten  covenant  observance  in 
the  New  York  Area,  called  by  Bishop  Roy 
C.  Nichols,  raised  funds  for  world  hunger 
programs  and  local  Haitian  ministries. 


But  finding  affordable  housing  for  the 
Poles,  who  have  been  arriving  on  the 
church’s  doorstep  at  the  rate  of  eight 
weekly  since  martial  law  was  declared  in 
Poland  in  December,  has  been  a 
financial  strain. 

A  recent  grant  from  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  will 
provide  five  small  apartments  within  the 
Polish-American  UMC  in  the 
Greenspoint  section  of  Brooklyn,  which 
has  a  large  Polish  community. 

The  Polish-American  UMC,  founded  in 
the  early  1970s,  provides  educational, 
cultural  and  spiritual  support  to  new 
arrivals  and  first  generation  Polish- 
Americans. 

The  Rev.  Vincent  Winniczek,  who  has 
served  the  congregation  since  his  arrival 
10  years  ago,  said  80  to  100  people  gather 
for  worship  each  Sunday.  The  church, 
which  is  basically  self-supporting,  offers 
not  only  English  classes  but  a  Polish 
language  worship  service. 

The  steady  arrival  of  Polish 
immigrants,  however,  has  begun  to 
strain  church  resources,  Mr.  Boots  said. 
The  New  York  Annual  Conference  is  pro¬ 
viding  additional  financial  support  for 
the  church’s  ministry  to  newly  arrived 
Poles.  UMCOR  provides  some  funding 
for  food,  clothing  and  counseling 
services. 
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6 Working  model’ adopted 
on  permanent  diaconate 


New  brochure 
explains  1982 
apportionments 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.  -  The  Kentucky 
Annual  Conference  treasurer  has 
published  a  multi-page  brochure  design¬ 
ed  to  help  local  churches  understand 
their  1982  apportionments  for  both  con¬ 
ference  and  churchwide  ministries. 

Dr.  Albert  W.  Sweazy  said  the 
brochure  “grew  out  of  what  I  sensed  to 
be  a  need  on  the  part  of  churches.”  He 
added  that  his  earlier  tenure  as  a  district 
superintendent  “helped  me  to  be 
sensitive  to  this  need.” 

The  brochure’s  cover  illustrates  both 
in  drawings  and  in  figures  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  18  apportioned  funds. 

Inside,  the  brochure  narratively 
explains  each  fund,  lists  the  requested 
apportioned  amount  for  1982,  and  tells 
both  in  dollars  and  percentages  the 
increase  or  decrease  in  each  fund  from 
the  previous  year. 

The  brochure  also  explains  what 
percentages,  if  any,  of  any  single  fund 
and  the  dollar  amount  which  goes  to  the 
general  church. 

A  numerical  table  shows  the 
percentage  of  the  total  apportionment 
dollar  set  aside  for  each  of  the  18  funds. 

Dr.  Sweazy’s  brochure  also  explains 
and  illustrates  the  method  and  formula 
used  to  determine  apportionments  to 
local  churches. 

Dr.  Sweazy  told  the  Reporter  he  dis¬ 
tributes  the  brochure  in  local  churches. 

Each  year  he  also  conducts  an  appor¬ 
tionment  workshop  in  each  district. 
Invited  are  local  church  treasurers, 
chairpersons  of  finance  committees,  of 
administrative  boards,  and  pastors  Dr. 
Sweazy  said.  “I  think  they  are  the  key 
people  financially  in  the  life  of  the  church.” 

Lexington  layman  Arch  G.  Mainous  Jr. 
praised  the  “full  disclosure”  of  the  con¬ 
ference  treasurer’s  brochure  and  called 
the  Reporter’s  attention  to  it.  He  added, 
“A  great  deal  of  faith  has  been  required 
in  the  past  by  the  average  church 
member  in  underwriting  the  conference 
and  World  Service  apportionments.  Dr. 
Sweazy’s  report  not  only  presents  full 
disclosure,  but  it  provides  a  working  tool 
for  the  local  churches  with  which  to 
demonstrate  the  work  the  church  is  doing 
with  their  tithes  and  offerings.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  The  committee 
studying  United  Methodist  ministry  has 
approved  a  working  model  which  would 
establish  a  permanent  ordained 
diaconate. 

Such  deacons  would  hold  annual 
conference  membership  but  would  vote 
on  the  laity  “side  of  the  house”  rather 
than  with  clergy.  Following  a 
probationary  period,  they  would  be 
ordained  to  ministries  of  service,  word 
and  liturgy. 

Deacons  would  be  accountable  to  the 
annual  conference  and  would  agree  to 
serve  in  positions  approved  by  the  annual 
conference.  Those  working  in  local 
churches  would  serve  under  an  elder; 
those  working  outside  local  churches 
would  serve  under  a  district 
superintendent.  Deacons  would  not 
itinerate  (be  subject  to  being  moved 
from  one  appointment  to  another) . 

Elders,  likewise  following  a  pro¬ 
bationary  period,  would  be  ordained 
to  preach  the  word,  celebrate  sacra¬ 
ments,  lead  in  worship,  teach  the 
gospel,  provide  pastoral  care,  oversee 
church  order,  and  lead  in  mission  and 
service.  Only  elders  in  full  connection 
would  be  known  as  full  members  of 
annual  conferences;  local  elders,  whose 
ministry  would  be  limited  to  a  charge, 
would  be  associate  members.  Both  kinds 
of  elders  would  be  subject  to  intinerate. 

In  addition  to  the  two  forms  of  ordained 
ministry  (deacon  and  elder)  there  would 
be  certified  professional  church  workers 
such  as  educators,  communicators, 
church  administrators,  etc.,  and  licensed 
local  pastors  who  would  not  be  ordained 
but  would  have  voice  in  annual 
conferences. 

The  study  committee  is  made  up  of 
staff  and  directors  from  the  three 
ministry  divisions  —  Ordained, 
Diaconal,  and  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries  —  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  1980  General  Conference 
instructed  the  three  ministry  divisions  to 
collaborate  in  this  study  and  to  bring 
recommendations  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  "reflecting  a  holistic 
understanding  and  ordering  of  ministry 
with  specific  response  to  a  permanent 
diaconate  in  the  Church.” 


The  study  is  to  pay  special  attention  to 
the  permanent  diaconate  in  regard  to  its 
orders  (lay  or  clergy),  function,  annual 
conference  membership,  and  itineracy. 

A  working  model  adopted  by  the 
committee  last  fall  received  limited 
circulation  for  reaction,  and  the  one 
adopted  here  March  20  will  receive 
considerably  wider  circulation  for 
response. 

No  issue  was  more  divisive  among  the 
committee  than  whether  deacons  should 
vote  as  lay  or  clergy  in  annual 
conferences.  A  motion  favoring  clergy 
vote  for  deacons  lost  6-5,  and  a  motion 
favoring  the  lay  vote  for  deacons  was 
adopted  8-3. 

Likewise  divisive  was  whether  there 
shall  be  one  ordination  for  both  deacons 
and  elders.  The  latest  working  model 
specifies  that  there  will  be  only  one  entry 
into  “the  representative  ministry,” 
limited  to  deacons  and  elders.  This  would 
be  at  the  local  church  level.  A  special  act 
of  entry  into  specific  ministry  would  be 
performed  at  the  annual  conference 
level. 

The  committee  opened  its  meeting 
March  18  with  a  10-step  agenda.  By 
meeting’s  end  48  hours  later  a  sub-group 
within  the  committee  had  identified 
some  of  those  same  10  items  among  15 
“issues”  still  facing  the  committee. 

An  editorial  committee  is  to  draw  up 
an  explanation  of  the  committee’s 
process  and  necessary  comments  to 
accompany  the  diagram  which  indicates 
the  steps  in  the  working  model.  The  15 
“issues”  will  also  be  explained. 

That  editorial  “package,”  once  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  committee  via  telephone 
conference  call,  will  be  sent  for  re¬ 
sponses  to  annual  conference  and  gener¬ 
al  church  leaders,  including  all  bishops 
and  district  superintendents,  leaders  of 
ethnic  minority  caucuses,  and  members 
of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  The  board  is  under  mandate  to 
perfect  a  report  for  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference. 


CLASSIFIED 


PULASKI  HEIGHTS  UMC  (4,000  members).  Little 
Rock.  Ark  ,  is  seeking  a  full  time  Director  of  Youth 
with  a  beginning  salary  of  $15,000  plus  employee 
benefits  Send  resume  to  Michael  Parker,  PHUMC. 
P.O.  Box  5125,  Little  Rock,  AR  72205. 


First  Church  Bossier 
Burns  Note 


Workshop  leaders  Denny,  Simmons  and  Weaver. 

Centenary’s  Holy  Land  Tour 
Visits  Israel,  Jordan,  Egypt 


A  “Burning  Service"  was  held  at  both  morning  worship 
services  of  the  Bossier  City  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
January  to  celebrate  the  liquidation  of  the  loan  for  the  church. 
The  burning  of  a  copy  of  the  note  simulated  the  members  are 
owners  of  tbe.education  building  and  sanctuary. 

The  debt  for  the  buildings  was  $292,000. 

Members  of  the  Debt  Retirement  Committee  Ed  Beck  and 
Mrs.  George  Cooper  are  shown  burning  the  “note.” 

Other  members  of  the  committee  are  Ed  Fulgham,  W.  P. 
Cherry,  A.  M.  Wallace  and  C.  L.  Sanders.  The  Rev.  George 
Pearce  Jr.  is  pastor. 


As  Louisiana  was  experiencing  the 
largest  snowfall  since  1949,  a  group  of  21 
Shreveporters  were  touring  the  Holy 
Lands  under  blue,  sunny  skies. 

The  group  of  travelers  —  students, 
ministers,  parents,  friends,  made  the 
trip  during  Centenary  College’s  January 
Interim,  a  month-long  session  between 
semesters  when  classes  not  normally 
offered  during  the  regular  semester  are 
held. 

Many  of  the  courses  are  travel 
opportunities,  such  as  this  trip  to  the 
Holy  Land,  offered  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Department  of  Religion. 

Professor  Robert  E.  Taylor  and  Webb 
Pomeroy  accompanied  the  group,  and 
because  of  its  popularity,  it  will  be 
offered  again  next  January. 

“We  actually  had  only  one  rainy  day," 
explained  Taylor,  as  he  showed  his  slides 
recently  at  President  Donald  Webb’s 
Round  Table  for  faculty,  staff  and 
friends. 

The  slide  show  logged  their  travels 
from  Amman,  Jordan,  where  some  of 
their  film  was  confiscated,  to  Cairo, 
where  camels  took  them  to  the  pyramids 
and  points  in  between. 

The  itinerary  included  a  cable  car  ride 
to  the  top  of  Masada,  the  place  of  the  last 
Jewish  resistance  during  the  Jewish- 
Roman  War  of  66-70  B.C.  and  theme  of  a 
recent  movie  made  for  television.  Among 
the  ancient  ruins  of  a  synagogue,  Roman 
projectiles  and  Herod’s  Western  Palace 
were  the  remains  of  modern  movie¬ 
making  equipment. 

The  travelers  viewed  the  areas  around 
Qumran,  where  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls 
were  found  in  1947,  and  Tiberias  on  the 
Sea  of  Galilee,  across  from  the  Golan 
Heights. 

During  a  visit  to  a  Kibbutz,  they  saw 
bomb  shelters  —  the  Syrian  threat  is 
keenly  felt. 

“We  were  also  particularly  impressed 
with  the  small  size  and  distance  of  sites 
and  places,”  Taylor  said.  ‘The  River 
Jordan  was  larger  than  one  of  our 
bayous.” 

At  Capernaum,  they  saw  the  place 
where  Peter  lived,  and  a  synagogue, 
built  in  244  A.D.,  which  is  believed  to 
have  been  built  on  top  of  the  synagogue 
where  Jesus  preached. 

To  the  north  of  Jerusalem,  at  Megiddo, 
the  remains  of  stables  from  Solomon’s 
time  are  seen  with  a  grainery  and  a 
Caananite  altar  which  even  predates  the 
Hebrews. 

The  Church  of  the  Nativity  has  been 
erected  on  the  supposed  site  of  Jesus’ 
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New  Materials  Displayed 
At  Intro  80’s 


Intro  80s  Workshop  was  attended  by  a 
full  slate  of  teams  from  each  district. 

The  workshop,  held  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria,  was 
only  one  such  conference  being  held  over 
the  entire  connection  to  introduce  new 
curriculum  materials  for  the  church. 

Each  district  brought  a  team  of  three 
persons  from  the  three  age  levels  plus 
the  district  chairperson  of  ecucation,  the 
district  chairperson  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries  and  the  district  super¬ 
intendent. 

Team  leader  for  the  Graded  Press  was 
Dr.  Vernon  Denny,  editor  of  Children’s 
Bible  Studies.  He  also  presented  the  new 


children’s  material  to  the  workshop 
members. 

Other  staff  personnel  at  the  workshop 
were  Gloria  Simmons,  associate 
coordinator  of  Interpretation  for 
Curriculum  Resources,  who  led  the  youth 
session. 

Dr.  Horace  Weaver,  executive  editor  of 
the  Adult  Department  of  Curriculum 
Resources,  was  also  in  attendance. 

Follow-up  meetings  are  to  be  held  in 
sub-district  workshops  sponsored  by  the 
District  Councils  on  Ministries.  The  new 
material  was  well  received  by  those  who 
participated  in  the  workshop,  said  the 
Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship. 


Photos  by  Rick  Meek 


Broadmoor  Furnishes 
Bishop’s  New  Office 


Oscar  Cloyd,  representing  the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  presented  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
with  a  check  for  the  furnishing  of  his  office  in  the  new  Area 
Offices  building  to  be  located  on  North  Boulevard  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Anticipated  date  for  the  opening  of  the  new  edifice  will  be 
sometime  in  late  April  or  early  May. 
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birthplace  in  Bethlehem,  another  stop  on 
the  tour. 

Jerusalem  was  also  a  high  point  of  the 
10-day  trip.  Taylor’s  slides  showed  visits 
to  the  Dome  of  the  Rock,  a  Muslim 
mosque;  the  gates  into  the  Biblical  City  ; 
the  “Wailing  Wall,’  the  only  remains  of 
Herod’s  temple  and  a  $1  million  model  of 
Jerusalem  as  it  was  when  Jesus  lived  in 
the  city.  They  followed  the  Via  Dolorosa, 
which,  according  to  tradition,  was  the 
route  Jesus  traveled  to  the  spot  of 
crucifixion.  Of  particular  interest  was 
the  hill  of  the  skull,  “Golgotha,”  the 
Garden  Tomb,  and  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane. 

Crossing  the  Suez  Canal  by  boat,  the 
travelers  entered  Egypt  and  then  Cairo, 
a  city  of  12  million.  They  rode  camels  to 


the  Great  Pyramid  and  saw  the  Sphinx, 
King  Tut  artifacts,  and  Memphis,  the  old 
capital  of  Egypt. 

“There  is  no  better  way  to  refresh  and 
enliven  one's  understanding  of  both  the 
old  and  New  Testaments  than  to  visit  the 


Holy  land  and  see  first-hand  so  many  of 
the  places  hallowed  in  the  biblical 
story,”  Taylor  said. 

"It  gives  one  a  sense  of  vividness,  a 
sense  of  the  ancient  story  suddenly  come 
alive  in  one’s  own  experience.” 
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Tour  participants  were,  from  left,  (Bottom  row)  Lola  Thompson,  Willie  Harris,  Thelma  Gray,  Mary  Allen,  Susie  Reddell, 
Sarah  Floyd,  Jackie  Rigby,  Glenda  Humphreys,  the  Rev.  Robert  Taylor,  Juanita  Pomeroy,  Sunshine  Payne  and  (top  row)  the 
Rev.  Jim  Moore,  Dr.  Dayne  Hassell,  the  Rev.  Charles  Humphreys,  Admiral  Charles  Payne,  Ken  Rigby,  Larry  Hassell,  Joseph 
Schmedilt  (tour  guide).  Sarah  Pelat,  Carla  Bauer  and  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy. 


The  Rev.  Douglas  T.  Williams  Sr.,  pastor  of  the  Golden 
Meadow-Grand  Isle  United  Methodist  churches,  died  March  20, 
1982.  Williams  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Edna,  and  a  son,  Doug 
Jr.,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

Also,  Ruth  G.  Carter,  surviving  spouse  of  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Carter,  died  January  28.  Carter  was  very  active  at  the  First 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans,  the  last 
appointment  for  the  Rev.  Carter.  She  had  been  living  in 
Houston,  Texas  for  the  past  three  years. 
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Christian  unity  and  church  union:  Is  it 
possible  to  have  one  without  the  other? 
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What  is  the  greatest  obstacle  we  face  in 
presenting  the  Christian  gospel  to  a 
world  which  is  predominantly  non- 
Christian? 

For  centuries,  most  persons  who  have 
pondered  this  question  long  or  deeply 
have  concluded:  “the  disunity  or 
fragmentation  among  Christians.” 

The  obvious  remedy  to  this  problem  is 
the  restoration  of  a  united  witness  among 
members  of  the  Body  of  Christ.  In  an 
ideal  world,  Christians  would  be  of  one 
faith,  mind,  and  heart  in  Christ,  and  also 
members  of  a  single  worldwide  church. 
We  do  not  live  in  such  an  ideal  world, 
however,  but  one  marked  by  human 
sinfulness. 

So  how  do  we  go  about  restoring 
Christian  unity  in  our  imperfect  world? 

During  this  century,  the  chief  method 
of  seeking  Christian  unity  has  been  via 
the  structural  merger  of  separate 
denominations.  But  is  “church  union” 
the  best  means  for  achieving  “Christian 
unity”  in  the  1980’s?  We  don’t  believe  so, 
and  we  are  encouraged  by  recent 
developments  within  some  existing 
ecumenical  organizations  which  reflect  a 
similar  conclusion. 

For  example,  a  document  produced  by 
a  group  within  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  recently  affirmed  the  concept 
of  “conciliar  fellowship"  as  “a  visible 
unity  in  one  faith”  in  which  Christians 
are  “fully  united  in  sacramental 
fellowship"  while  maintaining  their 
denominational  identities  (see  UMR, 
March  12). 

Likewise,  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  —  which  continues  to  strive 
toward  the  eventual  goal  of  merging  10 
Protestant  denominations  into  one  —  has 
focused  recently  on  the  development  of 
“theological  consensus”  regarding  such 
basic  issues  as  the  meaning  of  baptism, 
church  membership,  and  the  Lord’s 
Supper  ( See  UMR,  March  26) . 

COCU  typifies  the  process  of  detailed 
negotiations  —  taking  an  average  of  40 
years  to  complete  —  which  has  been 

Letter  to  the  Editor 


repeated  time  and  again  in  relation  to 
church  union  efforts  during  this  century. 
Without  questioning  either  the  value  of 
COCU  or  the  intentions  of  its  leaders,  we 
cannot  help  but  wonder  if  the  cause  of 
Christian  unity  will  best  be  served  by 
devoting  the  next  20  years  trying  to 
merge  the  10  denominations  involved  in 
COCU  and  trying  to  resolve  all  the 
attendant  controversies  over  such  things 
as  publishing  houses,  ministerial 
pensions,  and  whether  or  not  to  have 
bishops. 

A  clue  to  this  question’s  answer  may  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  Church  of  South 
India  —  widely  cited  as  among  the  best 
models  of  what  can  result  from  the  long 
process  of  church  union  —  is  still  not  the 
only  Christian  church  in  Southern  India. 
And  although  it  represents  a  broad 
spectrum  .of  Protestantism,  it  has  not 
fully  achieved  the  spirit  and  attitude  of 
Christian  unity  among  its  numbers. 

Likewise,  even  if  any  —  or  all  —  of 
COCU’s  participating  denominations 
should  eventually  decide  to  merge,  there 
would  be  no  guarantee  that  the  cause  of 
Christian  unity  in  faith,  mind  and  heart 
would  be  served  in  the  process.  In  fact, 
our  knowledge  of  human  nature  suggests 
that  such  unions  would  immediately  be 
threatened  by  new  procedural  disagree¬ 
ments. 

We  by  no  means  wish  to  imply  that 
COCU  has  been,  or  is,  without  value.  To 
the  contrary,  conversations  held  during 
COCU’s  20-year  life  have  helped  to 
identify  those  issues  of  tradition  and 
conviction  which  divide  one  denomi¬ 
nation  from  another.  Those  conversations 
have  also  helped  to  label  the  points  of 
division  which  are  relatively  trivial,  those 
which  are  scandalous,  and  those  which 
now  seem  to  be  insurmountable. 

COCU’s  conversations  should  go  on,  as 
should  other  efforts  aimed  at  restoring  a 
spirit  of  unity  among  members  of 
Christ’s  divided  body.  We  can  honestly 
wish  COCU’s  leaders  well  in  their 
ongoing  efforts  at  church  union.  It  is  our 


hope,  however,  that  if  only  the  goal  of 
Christian  unity  on  the  one  hand,  or  that  of 
church  union  on  the  other,  must  receive 
priority  attention,  it  will  be  the  former. 

We  are  convinced  that  it  is  possible  to 
achieve  a  spirit  of  Christian  unity 
between  believers  from  highly  diverse 
denominational  traditions  without  even 
attempting  —  much  less  achieving  — 
structural  merger.  We  are  equally 
convinced  that  it  is  a  unity  of  faith  and 
witness  —  rather  than  structure  —  which 
gives  credibility  to  our  faith  in  the  minds 
of  unbelievers.  And  we  are  convinced 
that  those  who  occupy  our  pulpits  and  our 
pews  need  to  recognize  that,  while  the 
cause  of  merging  church  structures  may 
not  be  essential,  the  need  to  develop  a 
united  witness  among  Christians  in  our 
community,  and  across  the  globe,  is  both 
essential  and  urgent. 


My  Witne§s 

In  spite  of  occasional  error 
church  needs  our  support 


This  statement  is  the  result  of  a 
collaborative  effort  involving  Repor¬ 
ter  Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III,  Associate  editors  John  Lovelace 
and  Dan  Louis,  and  Eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Conference  editor  John  Mc- 
Ellhenney. 


THAT  WOOLV  COS! 
FAR  MORE  TUAM  THE 
*100  WE  B0PGETED 
FOR  THE  SUM  PAY 
SCHOOL 


By  CAROL  D.  MIX 

The  church  is  not  infallible;  only  God  is 
infallible.  Because  the  church  is  made  up 
of  you  and  me,  it  is  subject  to  error  in 
judgment.  It  may  be  divided  on  issues, 
policies,  and  projects,  but  it  must  be 
united  on  the  omnipotence  of  God.  If  it  is 
united  on  the  latter,  the  divisions  created 
by  the  former  can  be  overcome. 

Recent  financial  difficulties  of  the 
Pacific  Homes  Corporation  in  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference  and  of 
the  Methodist  Homes  Corporation  in  the 
Kansas  East  Annual  Conference  are 
examples  of  the  fallibility  of  the  church.  I 
doubt  that  any  of  us  can  say  that  we, 
individually,  have  not  made  an  error  in 
judgment  at  some  time  in  our  lives.  Then 
let  us  remember  that  the  church  is  made 
up  of  many  “we’s,”  and  “we”  do  make 
mistakes. 

We  respond  to  calls 

When  a  call  for  financial  help  went  out 
recently  to  the  members  of  the  Kansas 
East  Annual  Conference,  there  was 
anger  and  even  hostility  toward  those 
who  had  studied,  recommended, 
planned,  and  eventually  implemented  a 
retirement  community  known  as 


Here  I  Stand 

Evangelicals  not  only  have  a  place 
in  the  church,  but  we  were  here  first 


By  NORMAN  E.  DOUGLAS 
In  a  recent  discussion,  an  outspoken 
liberal  in  the  group  asked  me  a  question. 
I  had  been  defending  an  evangelical 
theological  position,  and  he  said  to  me, 
“Why  don’t  you  go  join  the  Assembly  of 
God  Church  where  you’d  be  at  home?” 
His  attitude  and  words  implied  that  HE 
represented  the  “mainline”  of  United 
Methodism,  and  that  I  was  a  fish  out  of 
water  because  I  didn’t  agree  with  HIM! 


Now,  I’ve  got  news  for  him.  My  father 
and  his  family  were  raised  British 
Methodists.  My  mother’s  family  were 
American  Methodists,  and  her  father 
was  a  minister  and  a  conference 
member.  I  joined  the  Methodist  Church 
over  51  years  ago.  All  my  degrees  are 
from  Methodist  schools,  and  very  liberal 
ones  at  that.  So  I’ve  had  to  deal  with  all 
these  arguments  long  before  this.  But  I 
want  to  stand  right  up  now  and  say 


If  we  are  insulted’  we  fail  (rod’s  expectations 


To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  Mr.  Ronald 
J.  Cobb’s  letter  headlined  “There  is  no 
special  time  or  place  for  Christians  to 
listen  for  the  voice  of  God”  in  the  March  5 
issue.  I  write  this  out  of  love  and  hope  that 
I  don’t  fall  into  the  same  “snare”  that 
Brother  Cobb  did. 

Two  things  stick  out  in  my  mind,  fie 
says  that  the  ‘‘Here  I  Stand”  article" by 
Waid  Radford  in  the  Feb.  5  UMR  .  . 
borders  on  the  insulting  ...”  The  second 
is  when  he  says  “.  .  .  I  am  extremely 
proud .  .  .” 

When  we,  as  United  Methodists, 
become  so  proud  of  our  church  that  we 
are  insulted  when  a  person  that  Brother 
Cobb  describes  as  “.  .  .  lonely  and  sad 
.  . can’t  find  God  in  our  services,  and 
we  only  offer  an  indignant  answer  of 
.  .  it  was  right  there  for  him  to  find 
. . we  fall  short  of  the  perfect  love  God 
wants  us  to  have. 

Our  witness  of  love  makes  us  the 
laborers  that  Jesus  asked  his  disciples  to 
pray  for.  Jesus  was  insulted  ONLY  when 
religious  people  shoved  the  Law  down 
“lonely  and  sad”  people’s  throats.  That 
same  kind  of  law  today  says  our  rituals 
are  sufficient,  and  our  traditions  are 
sufficient  for  anyone;  that  it  is  “right 
there.” 

Psalm  23  says  that  .  .  He  leadeth  me 
beside  the  still  waters.”  I  pray  that  all 
United  Methodists  would  be  less  rigid 
and  indignant  when  we  feel  we  have  been 
insulted,  and  if  we  come  across  a  lonely 
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and  sad  person,  lead  him  to  the  still 
waters  that  come  only  from  God’s 
perfect  love. 

Alvin  Deer 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

God  is  in  many  parts  of  life 

To  the  Editor: 

In  his  letter  headlined  ‘There  is  no 
special  time  or  place  for  Christians  to 
listen  for  the  voice  of  God”  (UMR, 
March  5),  Mr.  Cobb  expressed  my  views 
beautifully. 

My  husband  died  on  Memorial  Day, 
1980  while  jogging  —  he  was  52.  If  I  felt  I, 
who  drive  no  longer  because  I  have  MS, 
could  find  God,  who  loves  me,  only  in  a 
hushed  church,  I  would  have  given  up 
long  ago.  After  that  sentence,  you  see 
why  I  answer  letters  to  the  Editor,  but 
don’t  write  them. 

Thanks  to  the  love  of  God  and  Jesus,  I 
have  more  friends  and  more  help  than  I 
deserve.  I  can  “see”  God  in  so  many 
parts  of  my  life  —  gentleness  of 
strangers  as  they  smile  or  the  old  lady 
who  saw  I  could  not  step  up  an  icy  curb 
one  day,  smiled  and  gave  me  her  hand.  I 
feel  sorry  for  Mr.  Radford  who  has  to  go 
into  the  right  building  and  have 
everything  to  his  liking  before  he  can  find 
God. 

Thank  God  He  doesn’t  put  such 
restrictions  on  us  or  I  would  have  never 
qualified  to  be  so  loved  by  Him.  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Cobb  that  Mr.  Radford  must  be 
a  lonely  and  sad.  person.  Without  God’s 
love,  I  would  have  nothing,  although  I 
1  know  my  four  children  love  me  dearly. 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Minnerly 
Rocky  River,  Ohio 

An  alternative  to  Bishop 
’Wheatley’s  bibliography 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  19  “Letters  to  the  Editor” 
column,  you  published  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley’s  bibliography  of  seven  books 
and  articles  he  recommends  to  challenge 
traditional  views  of  homosexuality. 

I  would  like  to  recommend  three  books, 
written  by  professionals  from  various 
fields  of  study,  that  are  not  supportive  of 
the  “gay  is  OK”  philosophy.  They  are: 

“Gay  is  not  Good,”  by  Frank  M. 
duMas,  Ph.D.  (Thomas  Nelson 
Publishing  Co.,  1979)  deals  with  the  issue 
from  a  historical,  biological,  sociological 
and  psychological  perspective. 

“What  you  Should  Know  About 
Homosexuality,”  edited  by  Dr.  Charles 
W.  Keysor  (Zondervan,  1979)  ancl 
“Homosexuality:  A  Biblical  View,”  by 
Greg  L.  Bahnsen  (Baker,  1978)  are  both 
excellent  in  dealing  with  the  issue  from  a 
biblical  perspective. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  good 
books  that  effectively  address  the 
homosexual  issue.  We  United  Methodists 
should  read  books  on  both  sides  of  this 
issue  before  making  a  decision. 

Gary  S.  Crain 
Mena,  Arkansas 

Ministry  to  homosexuals 
could  overcome  plight 

To  the  Editor  : 

In  response  to  your  recent  articles 
about  the  re-appointment  of  a 
homosexual  minister  by  the  United 
Methodist  bishop  in  Colorado,  I  must 
offer  this  information. 

A  Kansas  City-based  Christian 
ministry  called  “Reach”  is  ministering 
to  homosexuals  who  desire  to  change. 
Their  results  have  been  remarkable. 


Since  the  minister  in  question  is  a 
professing  homosexual  and  desires  no 
change,  this  is  not  for  him.  However,  I 
would  hope  that  the  words  of  a 
homosexual  who  had  been  delivered 
would  carry  some  weight  with  those  who 
feel  it  is  a  sin  and  want  to  change. 
According  to  “Reach,”  it  isn’t  hopeless. 
Hope  lies  with  Jesus  Christ  and  what  he 
did  on  the  cross.  “Reach’s”  address  is: 
P.O.  Box  5817,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
64111.  _  , 

Charlene  Browning 
Carrollton,  Missouri 

God’s  use  of  evolution 
is  ‘infinitely  greater’ 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  hard  for  people  who  are  not  in 
direct  touch  with  scientific  matters  to 
understand  what  is  meant  by  a 
“scientific  theory.”  Think  of  all  items  of 
scientific  knowledge  as  pieces  of  an 
enormous  jigsaw  puzzle.  There  is  no 
picture  on  the  box  to  tell  us  what  the 
puzzle  is  going  to  show  us.  As  we 
investigate  the  universe,  we  accumulate 
a  number  of  pieces  that  seem  to  have 
something  to  do  with  each  other,  but  do 
not  yet  make  sense.  We  puzzle  over  the 
possibilities  and  suddenly  we  see  how 
these  particular  bits  fit  together  to  make 
a  meaningful  picture.  The  idea  that  gives 
the  isolated  bits  of  knowledge  their 
meaning  is  called  a  scientific  theory. 

That  is  what  happened  wfien  bits  and 
pieces  of  knowledge  about  God’s 
universe  led  Copernicus  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  earth  was  not  the  center  of  the 
universe,  and  some  people  had  a  hard 
time  revising  their  understanding  of 
some  things  they  read  in  the  Bible.  We  no 
longer  understand  the  sky  as  a  physical 
tent  spread  over  the  earth,  but  the 
beautiful  poetic  description  in  Isaiah 
40:22  still  helps  us  feel  God’s  power  and 
glory. 

During  the  last  200  years  people  who 
were  curious  about  what  God’s  world  is 
like  collected  many  thousands  of  pieces 
of  the  puzzle.  The  searchers  knew  that 
each  was  a  real  piece  of  the  puzzle,  but  no 
picture  came  forth.  As  time  went  on,  it 
became  evident  to  some  of  the  workers, 
against  their  will,  that  the  idea  of  an 
evolutionary  process  would  allow  the 
pieces  to  fall  into  place  and  make  a 
coherent  picture.  Millions  of  new  pieces 
have  been  added  to  the  picture  since  then 
and  they  fit  in.  This  is  what  is  meant  by 
“the  theory  of  evolution.” 

To  me,  a  God  who  can  create  this 
marvellously  complex  universe  with  a 
figurative  snap  of  the  fingers  is  indeed 
wonderful.  But  a  God  who  can  create  it 
painstakingly  over  millions  of  years  by 
means  of  uncounted  details,  each  of  them 
perfect,  is  infinitely  greater. 

Gertrude  Suppe 

South  Gate,  California 

Montgomery  to  Selma 
march  story  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  M.  Garlinda  Burton’s 
article  headlined  “I  don’t  think  He’s 
brought  us  this  far  to  leave  us”  (UMR, 
March  5).  It  was  a  moving  account  of  the 
non-violent  approach  to  racial 
improvement.  I  was  interested  to  have  a 
personal  account  from  one  who 
participated  in  the  march  from  Selma  to 
Montgomery  this  year  to  draw  attention 
to  the  Voting  Rights  Act  and  to 
commemorate  the  1965  march  which  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  led. 

It  is  heartening  to  know  that  the 


struggle  for  equality  and  justice  goes  on 
in  1982  in  a  peaceful  and  forthright 
manner.  Thanks  to  Ms.  Burton  and  to  the 
Reporter  for  so  beautifully  relaying  that 
good  news  to  those  of  us  who  are  likewise 
concerned.  T  ff1 

Marilyn  Leffler 

Saginaw,  Michigan 

Our  system  is  world’s  best 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  Steve  Browning  in  his 
March  5  “Here  I  Stand”  column  that  we 
need  not  feel  ashamed  of  our 
political/economic  system.  It  is  the  best 
in  the  world  today,  as  evidenced  by  its 
fruit. 

I  am,  however,  concerned  by  his  one¬ 
sided  condemnation  of  the  socialist 
economic  system.  It  is  not  the  only 
economic  system  in  the  world  that  does 
not  bear  good  fruit.  Any  system  that 
places  fetters  on  people  is  evil.  There  are 
as  many  systems  of  the  right  as  of  the  left 
that  are  failures. 

Our  nation’s  one-sided  condemnation 
of  the  left  while  ignoring  the  sins  of  the 
right  is  something  that  we  should  feel 
guilty  about.  Our  view  of  the  world  has 
for  too  long  been  excessively  distorted.  It 
is  time  that  we  equally  condemn  all  evil 
systems  —  not  just  those  of  the  left. 

Daniel  C.  Butler 
Los  Alamitos,  California 

Communism,  not  socialism, 
can  be  judged  by  fruits 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  Steve  Browning’s 
article  headlined  “Capitalism,  socialism 
can  be  judged  by  their  fruits”  (UMR, 
March  5). 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  it  is  not 
socialism,  but  rather  communism,  which 
can  be  judged  by  its  fruit. 

Until  a  democratic  socialist  country 
appears,  we  have  no  right  to  judge  the 
two  economic  systems.  Rather,  we  can 
only  judge  the  political  systems. 

Gary  R.  Waters 
St.  Ann,  Missouri 

Talks  are  a  waste  of  time 

To  the  Editor: 

I  know  newspapers  resort  to  “space 
fillers”  to  serve  the  purpose  the  name 
implies,  but  the  article  headlined  “UM- 
Catholic  talks  agree  on  eucharist 
meaning”  in  the  Reporter’s  March  12 
issue  was  much  too  long  to  be  used  for 
that  purpose. 

The  article  poipts  up  why  more  UM 
churches  and  lay  persons  get  little  help 
from  articles  in  the  Reporter.  The  word 
"eucharist”  is  understood  by  one 
Methodist  layperson  in  about  500  and 
only  one  out  of  5,000  care  what  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  thinks  about  our 
Holy  Communion. 

Already  four  years  of  UMC  time  was 
wasted  and  according  to  the  article  more 
time  is  going  to  be  wasted. 

I  noticed  in  the  article  that  they  had 
agreed  on  one  point  after  four  years,  and 
even  on  that  one  point,  as  I  mentioned,  I 
doubt  if  one  UMC  layperson  cares  one 
way  or  the  other.  I  also  noticed  in  the 
article  that  three  meetings  have  taken 
place  in  Roman  Catholic  settings  versus 
one  in  a  UM  setting,  and  that  the  meeting 
for  April  25  will  be  in  a  Catholic  setting. 
So  the  score  is  now  4-to-l  in  favor  of  the 
Vatican. 

Why  don’t  the  professional  religious 
personnel  of  the  UMC  devote  their  time 
and  energy  on  strengthening  the  UMC? 

William  H.  Atkinson 
Omaha,  Texas 


Norman  Douglas 

4  ‘THIS  IS  OUR  CHURCH,  TOO !  ” 

We  who  are  evangelicals  believe  we 
are  truly  in  the  tradition  of  John  Wesley. 
We  can  read,  too;  and  we  have  read  John 
Wesley,  Adam  Clarke,  Francis  Asbury, 
Peter  Cartwright,  and  many  other  of  the 
fathers  of  our  church.  We  believe  we  are 
standing  true  to  what  they  taught  and 
preached.  We  have  read  from  modern 
writers  too,  and  at  times  we  have  learned 
valuable  things  from  them.  At  other 
times  we  have  had  to  sift  a  great  deal  of 
chaff  to  obtain  a  small  amount  of  wheat. 
But  in  it  all  we  have  striven  to  remain 
true  to  the  Christ  who  called  us  and  the 
Gospel  He  gave  us  to  proclaim. 

Those  who  so  much  want  to  affirm  our 
church’s  “pluralism”  had  better 
remember  that  it  must  be  a  two-way 
street.  If  they  desire  that  we  find  a  place 
for  them  in  our  church,  then  they  had 
better  be  sure  they  leave  a  place  for  us. 
We  were  here  first,  you  know;  we’ve 
been  here  from  the  beginning. 

I  feel  that  our  church  is  somewhat  in 
the  state  of  the  married  couple  to  whom 
'  affluence  had  brought  a  new  and  larger 
car.  The  front  seat  was  very  wide,  and  the 
wife  looked  from  the  other  side  at  the 
space  between  her  and  her  husband  be¬ 
hind  the  wheel.  “We  don’t  sit  close  and 
cozy  like  we  used  to  when  we  were  first 
married,”  she  complained.  To  which  her 
husband  answered,  “Well,  I  haven’t  moved. 

Look,  fellow  church -members;  we’re 
sitting  where  we’ve  always  been.  If  there 
is  a  gap  somewhere,  an  alienation,  we 
are  not  the  ones  who  have  moved.  We  are 
trying  to  stay  close  to  the  faith  we  have 
believed,  the  Lord  we  have  accepted,  and 
the  church  we  promised  to  support.  And 
to  the  rest  of  you  we  commend  the  word 
in  Jeremiah  6:16.  “Stand  by  the  roads, 
and  look,  and  ask  for  the  ancient  paths, 
where  the  good  way  is,  and  walk  in  it,  and 
find  rest  for  your  souls.  ” 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Norman  E. 
Douglas,  is  pastor  of  Minetto  UMC  in 
Minetto,  New  York  (Northern  New  York 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
” Here  I  Stand,”  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas. 


Aldersgate  Village.  The  project  was  to  be 
a  form  of  ministry  of  the  church, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  to  provide  housing  for 
retired  and  elderly  persons  who  could 
afford  its  services.  It  was  not  conceived 
as  an  investment  project  for  profit. 

The  project,  however,  fell  into 
financial  trouble.  High  interest  rates, 
inflated  construction  costs,  low  sales  of 
apartments,  etc.,  created  real  problems 
for  the  Board  entrusted  with  its  care. 
Because  the  Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference  had  approved  the  project,  the 
members  thereof  felt  they  had  a  real 
responsibility  to  salvage  the  project,  as 
well  as  The  Methodist  Home  in  Topeka 
on  which  a  mortgage  had  been  placed  to 
help  finance  the  construction  of 
Aldersgate  Village. 

Members  of  the  annual  conference, 
both  lay  and  clergy,  vented  their  anger 
and  frustration  in  district  meetings, 
charge  conferences,  administrative 
board  meetings,  and  on  the  floor  of  the . 
conference.  But  the  problem  did  not  go 
away.  The  need  continued  to  exist. 

It  was  finally  determined  by  the 
conference  that  the  project,  including 
The  Methodist  Home  in  Topeka,  should 
be  saved,  and  that  this  could  only  be 
accomplished  by  presenting  the  problem 
and  need  to  the  churches  and  ask  for 
their  help.  Each  district  attempted  to 
arrive  at  a  “fair  share”  figure  for  each 
church  and  made  it  the  responsibility  of 
the  pastor  to  raise  the  money. 

Pastors,  who  themselves  felt  some 
anger  and  resentment  at  having  to  raise 
the  money  for  what  they  considered 
someone  else’s  mistake,  set  about  their 
task.  Many  met  with  real  resistance 
from  their  congregations,  with  some 
refusing  to  participate.  Others  raised  the 
question,  “What  will  they  (the 
conference)  come  back  asking  for  next 
year?”  —  as  if  it  were  a  deliberate 
attempt  to  get  more  money.  Suspicion 
and  distrust  were  quite  evident  among 
some  church  members,  and  even  the 
statement  “If  we  were  still  E.U.B.’s,  this 
wouldn't  have  happened,”  was  heard  at 
one  meeting. 

Prodigal  Son  recalled 

I  remembered  the  familiar  story  of  the 
Prodigal  Son.  What  if  the  father  had  said 
to  the  son,  “I’m  sorry,  I  can’t  trust  you 
with  money.  You’ll  only  squander  it. 
You’ll  have  to  find  some  place  else  to 
live.  You’re  not  fit  to  be  a  part  of  my 
family  anymore.  ” 

Or  what  if  God,  when  He  saw  us  do 
something  that  showed  poor  judgment  or 
heard  us  say  something  that  revealed  an 
unChristlike  attitude,  decided  to. 
withhold  His  grace  from  us,?,  :  .  < 

What  if  Jesus,  when  he  heard.4he 
crowd  cry  “Give  us  Barabbas!”  had 
decided  “They’re  not  worth  it”  and 
turned  his  back  on  us  and  walked  away? 

What  if  the  original  decision  to  enter 
into  either  the  Pacific  Homes  or  the 
Aldersgate  Village  projects  had  been 
ours  to  make.  Would  we  have  made  the 
perfect  decision? 

My  point  is  simple.  I  am  a  United 
Methodist.  I  have  pledged  my  time, 
talent,  and  offerings  to  my  Lord  through 
my  denomination.  I  have  to  trust  those 
whose  responsibility  it  is  to  make 
decisions  regarding  our  ministry  — 
missions,  evangelism,  education,  social 
concerns,  etc.  When  they  err,  I  need  to  be 
forgiving,  help  correct  the  mistake,  and 
allow  my  church  to  get  on  with  the 
business  of  being  the  church. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Carol  D. 
Mix,  is  from  Iola,  Kansas  (Kansas  East 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,”  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box 221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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Evangelist  to  speak  at  Moscow  peace  meeting 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

Some  20  Americans,  including 
evangelist  Billy  Graham,  are  expected  to 
attend  a  Russian  Orthodox  Church- 
sponsored  peace  conference  in  Moscow 
May  10-15. 

Mr.  Graham  has  accepted  an 
invitation  to  preach  in  Moscow’s 
Patriarchal  Cathedral  on  May  9  as  a  part 
of  the  conference  on  “the  preservation  of 
life  from  nuclear  destruction.’’ 
Newsweek  magazine  reported  that 
President  Reagan  had  tried  to  dissuade 
Mr.  Graham  from  accepting. 

The  World  Methodist  Council,  through 
a  special  committee,  adopted  a 
resolution  March  20  in  Detroit,  noting  the 
Moscow  conference.  The  resolution  was 
addressed  to  world  Orthodox  leaders  in 
the  USSR  preparing  for  the  conference. 
Copies  of  the  resolution  were  sent  to 
Patriarch  Pimen  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church,  to  President  Reagan 

News  editors 
urge  halt  in 
service  cuts 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  “An  immediate 
moratorium  on  further  reductions  in 
program  or  staff  positions”  in  the  United 
Methodist  News  Service  (UMNS)  is 
advocated  in  a  petition  signed  by  the 
majority  of  annual  conference  editors 
who  met  here  last  week  in  a  national 
news  consultation. 

The  editors  beseeched  the  UMC’s 
General  Commission  on  Communica¬ 
tions  to  spare  the  news  service  which  is 
“an  indispensable  service  both  to  the  se¬ 
cular  media  and  United  Methodist  .  .  . 
communicators,  providing  (them)  and 
their  constituents  with  their  main  link 
with  the  general  church.” 

The  general  agency  made  major  cuts 
in  program  and  staff  in  December  to 
finance  the  “National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry”  fundraising 
campaign.  The  “Connection”  radio 
program  was  cancelled  and  10  staff 
positions  in  the  communications  agency 
were  terminated.  In  addition,  the 
director  of  the  7-member  news  service 
staff  resigned  and  another  member  was 
released  following  his  decision  not  to 
accept  a  new  position  —  thus  reducing 
UMNS  to  five  staff  members. 

Annual  conference  editors  here 
expressed  nervousness  that  the  news 
service  may  be  targeted  for  further 
reductions.  Conference  newspapers 
which  publish  separately  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter  rely  heavily  on 
UMNS  for  their  news  about  the  general 
chtfrch.  UMI^S  16  And  the  interfaith 
Religious  News  Service  are  the  two 
major  news  services  used  by  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  which  has  its  own 
staff  of  national  reporters. 

The  petition  affirmed  “the  real  and 
vital  need”  for  the  “National  Television 
Presence  and  Ministry”  campaign  but 
stated  that  UMNS  should  not  be 
sacrificed  for  that  campaign.  It  also 
called  for  the  news  service  “and  other 
communications  services”  to  be  brought 
back  to  pre-December  strength  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Approximately  70  of  United 
Methodism’s  journalists  had  gathered 
here  for  a  once-every-four-years 
consultation  sponsored  jointly  this  year 
by  UMNS  and  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter. 

During  the  closing  session  of  the  two- 
day  event,  the  journalists  were 
admonished  to  be  gutsy  in  their 
reporting,  to  continue  to  prick  the 
consciences  of  their  readers  and  to  be 
more  creative  in  finding  inspirational 
stories  in  the  commonplace  activities 
within  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Walker  Railey  of  First  UMC 
here,  told  them  that  the  adjective 
“religious”  in  front  of  their  title  of 
journalist  is  not  a  license  to  be  less  than 
the  best  in  their  profession.  “Although 
God  makes  the  best  of  a  lot  of  persons’ 
incompetence,  God  does  not  condone 
incompetence,"  he  said.  He  especially 
called  on  the  religious  journalists  to 
avoid  being  dull. 

During  the  opening  session,  David 
Anderson,  UPI  religion  editor,  told  the 
religious  journalists  they  would  be  better 
off  if  they  quit  pretending  to  be  objective. 
“Objective  journalism  is  a  myth”  that 
can’t  be  achieved  because  every  reporter 
brings  to  a  story  their  own  cultural 
history  and  assumptions  that  filter  the 
facts  a  journalist  sees  and  hears,  he  said. 

Easter  recess 
budget  talks  set 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Local  church 
delegations,  helped  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  plhnned  to  take  the 
protest  against  President  Reagan’s  1983 
budget  cuts  to  39  hometown  congressmen 
during  the  Easter  week  recess. 

The  Easter  week  budget  mobilization, 
jointly  organized  by  the  NCC  and  local 
church  groups,  was  aimed  at  lawmakers 
who  play  pivotal  roles  in  the 
congressional  budget  process. 

Local  meetings  organized  by  Catholic, 
Jewish,  and  Protestant  community  and 
church  leaders  will  carry  a  message  of 
“deep  concern  about  the  fate  of  poor 
people  under  the  proposed  budget  as  well 
as  their  hope  for  a  new  and  more  just 
budget  proposal  to  set  over  against  the 
Reagan  budget,”  said  NCC  General 
Secretary  Claire  Randall. 

Their  other  concern,  she  said,  will  be 
the  massive  transfers  of  money  from 
domestic  social  welfare  programs  to 
arms  production. 


and  to  Soviet  President  Leonid  Brezhnev. 

The  committee  resolution  avoided  any 
comment  for  or  against  the  Moscow 
conference  but  favored  “mutual  and 
concurrent  abolition  of  all  nuclear 
weapons  and  mutual  and  concurrent 
renunciation  of  force  for  the  settlement 
of  international  disputes." 

Council  General  Secretary  Joe  Hale 
said  that  the  world  Methodist  group  also 
felt  strongly  that  Mr.  Graham  should 
accept  the  invitation  to  give  the  opening 
address  in  Moscow. 

The  evangelist  said  he  will  be 
attending  the  conference  of  world 
religious  leaders  as  an  observer. 

“I  will  be  speaking  from  the  Bible  on 
the  Christian  understanding  of  peace  in  a 
nuclear  age,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Graham  said  he  accepted  the 
invitation  because  he  felt  “it  is  a  God- 
given  opportunity  for  me  to  proclaim  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  a  country  where 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  National 
Council  of  Churches  leaders  and  their 
critics  from  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  disagreed  at  a  public  meeting 
here  on  what  is  a  proper  agenda  for  Chris¬ 
tian  social  action  in  today’s  world. 

Institute  spokespersons,  accusing  the 
council  of  leftist  bias,  said  U.S. 
Christians  should  give  priority  to 
proclaiming  the  Gospel  message  and 
defending  the  freedom  which  the 
American  democratic  system 
represents.  NCC  leaders  replied  that 
their  social  action  policies  are  in  line 
with  the  Christian  mandate  to  defend  the 
poor  and  oppressed. 

While  charges  of  leftist  bias  by  the 
NCC  aren’t  new,  the  Institute’s  criticism 
comes  from  persons  who  consider 
themselves  liberal  or  moderate  and  don’t 
identify  with  the  religious  “New  Right.” 
The  debate  at  the  Interchurch  Center 
was  also  their  first  face-to-face 
confrontation. 

Lutheran  theologian  Richard  Neuhaus 
said  the  council  and  mainline  church 
leaders  had  abandoned  American 
democratic  ideals  and  were  giving  “aid 
and  comfort  to  persecutors  of  the  Church 
of  Christ.” 

The  institute’s  chairman.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  evangelist  Ed  Robb,  added  that  the 
council  and  mainline  denominations 
have  lost  touch  with  the  religious 
concerns  of  grassroots  Americans  who 
have  “voted  with  their  feet”  by  leaving 
the  liberal  churches. 


I  have  not  had  this  privilege  before.” 

The  evangelist  explained  that  the 
leadership  of  the  All-Union  Council  of 
Evangelical  Christians-Baptists  of  the 
USSR  had  joined  with  Patriarch  Pimen 
in  extending  the  invitation. 

“I  look  forward  with  great  anticipation 
to  these  opportunities  to  proclaim  the 
gospel  and  to  have  discussions  with  some 
of  my  fellow  Christians  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  as  well  as  with  Jews,  and  others 
who  live  in  the  Soviet  Union,”  Mr. 
Graham  said.  “In  addition,  I  also  look 
forward  to  meeting  with  government 
leaders. 

“My  purpose  in  going  to  the  Soviet 
Union  is  spiritual,  and  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  become  involved  in  political 
or  ideological  issues.  I’m  especially 
looking  forward  to  the  opportunity  I  will 
have  to  observe  state  and  church 
relations  and  religious  life  in  the  Soviet 
Union 


The  council’s  president,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  James  Armstrong,  and  Dr. 
Arie  Brouwer,  an  executive  board 
member,  in  turn  accused  the  institute  of 
a  conservative  bias  that  supports 
Reagan  administration  policies. 

While  the  exchange  appeared  to 
resolve  no  major  conflicts,  participants 
said  they  were  pleased  that  a 
conversation  had  at  least  started.  The 
forum  was  staged  by  a  new  NCC 
communication  committee. 

In  his  talk.  Dr.  Neuhaus  stressed  that 
his  dispute  with  the  NCC  “is  a  dispute 
within  the  house  of  liberalism  and  within 
the  house  of  ecumenical  Christianity.” 
He  has  said  frequently  he  also  opposes 
tactics  of  the  extreme  right,  but  he 
charged  that  the  council  and  mainline 
churches  display  a  “pattern  of 
leadership”  which  suggests  a  betrayal  of 
liberalism  and  abandonment  of  the 
ecumenical  task,  and  most  solemnly,  a 
compromise  of  the  Gospel. 

“At  stake  is  fidelity  to  the  gospel  of 
Christ,”  he  said.  “The  political  task  is 
urgent,  but  it  is  one  among  many.  Yet  the 
imperiousness  of  the  political  is  such  that 
for  many  Christians  the  actual  state  of 
fellowship  is  determined  more  by  what 
one  thinks  of  Ronald  Reagan  than  what 
one  thinks  of  God.  The  situation  is 
theologically  obscene  and  the  NCC  has 
contributed  to  that  obscenity  ...” 

NCC’s  pattern  of  “obsession  with  the 
allegedly  systemic  and  inherent 
iniustices  of  America  at  home  and 


Mr.  Graham’s  advisers  insisted  that  he 
recognizes  the  dangers  of  Soviet 
manipulation  of  his  appearance,  since 
such  conferences  are  believed  to  be 
tightly  controlled  by  the  Kremlin. 
Something  of  the  same  reservation  was 
expressed  last  November  at  a  National 
Council  of  Churches’  event,  where  the 
Moscow  conference  was  mentioned  in 
connection  with  an  exchange  of  gifts 
between  leaders  of  the  council  and  of  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

The  NCC  is  not  sending  its  top  officials 
to  the  Moscow  conference  because  the 
council’s  governing  board  is  meeting  on 
the  same  dates.  But  a  staff  member  in 
the  NCC  general  secretary’s  office  is 
coordinating  invitations  to  U.S. 
Protestant  delegations.  He  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  American  delegation  is 
expected  to  total  “in  the  low  20s.  ” 


abroad  precludes  the  affirmative,  even 
patriotic,  vision  that  is  required  if 
critical  judgment  is  to  be  meaningful  and 
effective,”  Dr.  Neuhaus  charged. 

He  said  if  one  looks  at  the  world  today, 
the  United  States  is  “the  primary  bearer 
of  the  democratic  political  vision  ...  We 
have  been  selected  to  bear  a  very 
particular  responsibility  as  Americans 

.  .  It  is  very  daunting,  no  reason  to 
boast,  much  reason  to  pray.” 

Bishop  Armstrong  said  he  “stands  in 
awe  of  Dr.  Neuhaus”  but  when  he  speaks 
of  “the  truth,”  he  is  guilty  of  the  same 
“intellectual  arrogance”  he  imputes  to 
the  NCC. 

“There  are  other  ‘urgent  truths,’  ” 
Bishop  Armstrong  said.  “What  about 
military  violence,  the  nuclear  threat, 
military  dictatorships?  What  of  poverty 
and  starvation?  What  about  your 
selectivity?  You  have  written  on  El 
Salvador,  Nicaragua  .  .  .  What  about 
Chile,  Argentina?” 

Bishop  Armstrong  said  the  recent 
institute  declaration  written  by  Dr. 
Neuhaus  appears  “ultimately  a  carefully 
crafted  endorsement  of  the  major 
premises  of  the  Reagan  administration’s 
foreign  policy.” 

The  institute,  a  project  of  The 
Foundation  for  Democratic  Education 
Inc.,  has  been  described  as  the  religious 
arm  of  the  political  neo-conservative 
movement.  Not  all  institute  members 
agree  with  the  label. 


By  TOM  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

Hit  by  three  “unpleasant  realities”  — 
inflation,  the  whittling  away  of  tax 
incentives  for  charitable  giving  and  the 
stabilization  or  drop  in  church  giving,  — 
leaders  of  church-related  colleges  and 
universities  are  understandably  shaken 
by  President  Reagan’s  proposals  to 
radically  cut  student  aid  funds. 

Philip  M.  Phibbs,  the  president  of  Uni¬ 
ted  Methodist-related  University  of  Puget 
Sound  in  Tacoma,  Wash.,  said  schools 
such  as  his  have  traditionally  depended 
on  tuition  income  and  gifts  for  their 
support. 

Recently  elected  chairperson  of  the 
National  Association  of  Independent 
Colleges  and  Universities,  Dr.  Phibbs 
said  United  Methodist  schools  —  with  gift 
income  going  down  and  inflation  going  up 
—  have  become  less  competitive  with 
public  institutions  which  enjoy 
substantial  tax  subsidies. 

It  might  be  assumed  that  private  or 
independent  schools  attract  more 
affluent  students,  but  Dr.  Phibbs  said  a 
study  in  the  state  of  Washington  shows 
that  the  average  family  income  for 
students  in  private  schools  is  $1,000  less 
than  the  family  income  of  students  in 
public  institutions. 

“Parents  send  their  children  to  our 
schools  because  they  want  them  to  go 
there  and  are  willing  to  sacrifice,”  he 
said.  “We  will  become  schools  of  the  elite 
only  as  a  last  resort.  We  want  to  avoid 
that  outcome  and  we  think  the  church 
can  be  helpful  at  this  point.  ’  ’ 

The  National  Association  of  Schools 
and  Colleges  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  (NASCUMC),  in  which  Dr. 
Phibbs  is  an  active  member,  is  planning 
to  propose  a  quadrennial  emphasis  in 
higher  education  for  1985-88.  A  key  part 
of  the  plan  calls  for  establishment  by  the 
church  of  a  major  tuition  assistance 
program  so  that  “every  United  Method¬ 
ist  family  that  desires  to  do  so  can  have 
access”  to  a  school  related  to  the 
denomination. 

Dr.  Phibbs  said  the  status  of  private 
institutions  would  have  been  much  worse 
had  it  not  been  for  the  development  of 
federal  aid  to  students  in  recent  years, 
making  it  possible  for  all  persons  to  go  to 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  - 
Representatives  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  church-backed 
Washington  Office  on  Africa  were  the 
lone  opponents  to  Herman  W.  Nickel’s 
nomination  to  be  ambassador  to  South 
Africa  in  Senate  confirmation  hearings. 

They  would  in  fact  be  the  only 
witnesses  at  hearings  hurriedly  called  in 
a  bid  to  complete  action  on  the 
nomination  before  the  Easter  recess, 
said  a  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee  staffer. 

Church  opposition  to  Mr.  Nickel’s 
confirmation  stems  from  a  June  1980 
Fortune  magazine  article  entitled  “The 
Corporation  Haters,”  in  which  he  called 
church  activists  pushing  corporate  social 
responsibility  “Marxists  marching 
under  the  banner  of  Christ.” 

Willis  H.  Logan,  director  of  the  NCC’s 
office  on  Africa,  said  that  Mr.  Nickel’s 
attack  on  church  efforts  to  promote 
social  justice  discredited  him  as  one  who 
could  listen  fairly  to  church  spokesmen 
in  South  Africa. 

“Could  Mr.  Nickel  be  expected  to  be 
credible  in  South  Africa  when  he  blasts 
those  U.S.  Christian  agencies  who 
support  desperately  needed  social 
change  in  South  Africa?  Will  he  have  an 
entree  into  the  South  African  churches 
who  are  working  desperately  toward 
nonviolent  social  change  in  their  country 
when  he  is  internationally  known  as  a 
biased  critic  of  the  U.S.  churches?”  Mr. 
Logan  asked. 

Mr.  Logan  said  he  did  not  agree  with 
the  Reagan  administration  policy  of 
“constructive  engagement’’  to 
encourage  South  Africa  by  diplomatic 
means  to  end  the  racial  segregation 
system  there.  But  even  if  he  did,  Mr. 
Nickel  would  still  be  a  poor 
representative,  he  said. 


college  and  to  choose  the  kind  of 
institution  —  public  or  private  —  that 
best  fits  their  needs.  However,  he  said 
the  programs  have  escalated  rapidly  as 
they  were  broadened  to  include  all 
students,  regardless  of  need. 

The  106  United  Methodist  schools 
represent  the  largest  block  among 
Protestant  institutions  in  the  800-school 
association. 

What  would  Dr.  Phibbs  and  his 
associates  like  to  see  happen? 

First,  he  would  like  to  see  inflation 
brought  under  control  since  the  main 
alternative  is  to  increase  tuition.  While 
willing  to  accept  some  cuts  in  federal 
financial  aid  programs,  he  said  he  and 
the  other  presidents  are  unwilling  to  see 
cuts  that  would  prevent  needy  students 
from  receiving  a  college  education  at  the 
institution  of  their  choice. 

At  the  same  time,  he  said  parents  will 
need  to  assume  a  larger  role  for  their 
children’s  education. 

He  also  hopes  the  church  will  reassume 
leadership  in  the  educational  institutions 
it  sponsors. 

Finally,  he  would  like  to  see  the 
restoration  of  tax  incentives  which  once 
encouraged  persons  with  wealth  to 
support  non-profit,  charitable 
institutions. 

If  adopted,  President  Reagan’s 
proposed  cuts  for  the  1982-83  school  year 
will  mean  that: 

•  Students  will  lose  their  eligibility  for 
the  Pell  Grant  Program  if  their  adjusted 
family  incomes  reach  roughly  $15,000  to 
$18,000,  compared  with  a  top  of  about 
$26,000  today; 

•  No  money  will  be  provided  for 
supplemental  education  opportunity 
grants,  now  given  to  lowrincome  students 
through  college  financial-aid  offices ; 

•  State  student  incentive  grants  will  be 
eliminated; 

•  Work-study  programs,  that  finance 
jobs  for  college  students,  will  be  cut  by 
about  27  percent; 

•  National  direct  student  loans  for  low 
income  students  will  receive  no  new 
money.  Schools  can  still  make  new  loans 
as  old  ones  are  repaid ; 

•  Graduate  students  will  be  eliminated 
from  the  guaranteed  student  loan 
program . 


Later,  when  questioned  by  the 
committee,  Mr.  Nickel  said,  “I  feel  that 
my  impeccable  opposition  to  apartheid  is 
something  that  everyone  should  take  for 
granted.” 

As-  a  child  growing  up  in  Nazi 
Germany,  he  said,  “I  know  something 
about  institutionalized  racism  and  how  it 
can  scar  a  people  .  .  .  Let  there  be  no 
doubt  in  anyone's  mind  that  I  abhor 
apartheid.” 

No  serious  opposition  to  his 
appontment  is  expected  in  the  Senate. 

Homosexual  church 
clears  first  hurdle 
to  win  council  seat 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  mainly 
homosexual  Universal  Fellowship  of 
Metropolitan  Community  Churches  has 
cleared  the  first  hurdle  in  its  bid  to 
become  a  member  denomination  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  but  the 
council  notes  that  the  most  critical 
stages  lie  ahead. 

The  council’s  constituent  membership 
committee  recently  voted  to  send  the 
membership  application  to  its  260- 
member  governing  board  for  initial 
consideration  of  eligibility,  the  NCC  said 
in  a  statement. 

The  governing  board  at  its  May  12-14 
meeting  in  Nashville  will  decide  if  the 
church  is  eligible  for  membership  under 
the  NCC’s  constitution  and  bylaws.  If  the 
gay’  church  passes  the  eligibility  test, 
its  application  will  be  returned  to  the 
constituent  membership  committee  — 
which  will  decide  at  a  fall  meeting 
whether  to  recommend  the  church  for 
membership. 
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FORT  WAYNE,  Ind.  —  Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  here  sits  on  “higher  ground”  withstanding  flood  waters  which 
came  to  within  two  inches  of  the  doors.  Disaster  was  averted  by  a  tremendous  sandbagging  effort,  said  the  Rev.  John 
Woodruff.  A  special  offering  was  taken  in  Indiana  Area  churches  last  Sunday  for  flood  relief. 

PHOTO  BY  JOHN  STKARNS  OF  THE  FORT  WAYNE  NEWJS-8ENTINEL 

Church  6 out  of  deep’  by  2  inches 


By  ROBERT  CARLIN 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

FORT  WAYNE,  Ind.  -  They 
gathered  in  a  “spirit  of  thankfulness” 
last  Sunday  morning  at  Calvary  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Wayne, 
about  160  worshippers  in  all.  That  was 
about  10  percent  fewer  than  normal, 
according  to  the  Rev.  John  Woodruff, 
but  only  a  few  days  earlier  the  church 
had  been  surrounded  by  flood  water 
from  the  nearby  Saint  Marls  River. 
Actually  no  one  was  sure  until 
Saturday  whether  the  parking  lot 
would  be  clear  enough  of  water  to  be 
used. 

The  Sanctuary  Choir,  directed  by 
Keith  Morphew,  sang  a  strangely 
appropriate  anthem,  though  it  had 
been  chosen  weeks  before  and  not 
especially  for  the  event.  It  was  “Out 
of  the  Deep,"  by  John  Alcock. 

To  anyone  driving  past  on  Baer 
Field  Thruway  during  the  preceding 
week  it  must  have  seemed  that  the 
church  was  doomed,  but  the  church 
sits  high  in  what  has  long  been  known 


as  a  “flood  plain”  area,  and  the  water 
never  reached  quite  as  high  as  it 
appeared  from  a  little  distance. 

Not  quite,  but  very  near!  Mr. 
Woodruff  says  the  water  came  within 
about  two  inches  of  the  doors,  and  it 
was  only  by  a  tremendous 
sandbagging  effort  that  disaster  was 
averted.  Church  men  had  worked 
hard  inside  the  church,  too,  that  week, 
raising  the  piano  and  the  organ  and 
other  items  high  enough  for  protection 
from  the  rampaging  water. 

What  still  was  endangered  was  the 
beautiful,  red-carpeted  sanctuary, 
first  opened  for  worship  on  Easter 
1981  and  dedicated  last  June. 

It  was  Fort  Wayne’s  “hard  winter” 
that  brought  on  the  threat  —  71  inches 
of  snow,  more  than  the  city  had  ever 
seen  before,  followed  by  rapid  melting 
that  began  in  the  second  week  of 
March.  The  lovely  spring-like 
weather  was  a  joy  to  the  winter- 
weary,  but  it  spelled  disaster  for  those 
in  lowland  areas  around  the  city’s 
three  rivers. 


But  through  it  all,  the  church  people 
could  be  grateful  for  the  requirements 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  Indiana 
Department  of  Natural  Resources. 
They  were  told  when  the  former  EUB 
church  was  moved  in  1964  that  it  had 
to  be  built  at  least  four  feet  above  the 
“100-year  flood  level,”  based  appar¬ 
ently  on  Fort  Wayne’s  1913  flood. 

Mr.  Woodruff  said  early  on  that  he 
would  have  felt  more  secure  if  it  had 
been  one  or  two  feet  higher  than  that. 
The  church  was  built  on  a  slab,  of 
course,  with  no  basement. 

Floods  threatened  the  church  in 
1978  too,  when  the  congregation  was 
still  worshipping  in  its  fellowship  hall. 
A  fast  thaw  brought  the  water  within 
one  foot  of  the  doors  that  year,  but  it 
didn’t  get  in. 

Two  years  ago  the  decision  was 
made  to  go  ahead  on  faith  with  the 
building  of  a  new  sanctuary.  It  had  to 
be  built  high.  With  nothing  damaged 
but  a  tool  shed,  a  mower  and  a  snow 
plow,  Calvary  can  be  thankful  for  its 
higher  ground. 


Christian  social  action  role  debated 


Churches  oppose  nominee 
for  envoy  to  South  Africa 


rftua  * 

Religious  press  urged 
to  ‘grapple  theologically’ 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Religious  newspersons 
who  take  their  Christian  faith  seriously 
must  grapple  with  controversial  social 
issues  from  a  stronger  theological 
background,  the  chairman  of  United 
Methodism’s  Infant  Formula  Task  Force 
said  last  week. 

However,  in  identifying  social 
problems  and  their  causes,  adversaries 
both  within  and  outside  the  church  must 
be  treated  “with  all  the  respect  one 
deserves  as  a  child  of  God,”  he  told 
editors  of  the  39  annual  conference 
editions  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  meeting  here  March  25-27. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Wogaman,  chairman 
of  the  task  force  and  dean  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington, 
was  the  keynote  speaker  at  the  ninth 
annual  Editor's  Conference  sponsored  by 
the  Reporter.  Dr.  Wogaman  said  the 
religious  media  have  an  obligation  to 
disseminate  information  and  help  shape 
general  church  opinion  on  crucial  issues. 

But,  he  said,  as  Christians  “we  should 
have  certain  prerequisite  disciplines  as 
we  approach  social  issues.  One  of  the 
most  important  disciplines  is  that  we 
love  one  another  in  the  church  even  as  we 
are  called  upon  to  correct  one  another.  ” 

Dr.  Wogaman  said  persons  closely  wed 
to  the  organized  church’s  political 
structure  —  including  religious 
journalists  —  are  often  too  "wrapped  up 
in  power  consciousness”  to  see  the 
various  levels  of  humanity  involved.  In 
the  case  of  the  Nestle  infant  formula 
controversy,  he  said  though  the  UMC 
was  criticized  for  not  joining  in  the 
boycott,  the  task  force  was  devised  to 
study  the  issue  and  seek  to  avoid  such 
“last  resort”  measures  as  a  boycott  in 
which  “innocent  people  could  be  hurt 
economically.” 

Look  at  who  will  be  hurt 

“There  is  often  too  much  tendency  to 
push  our  fellow  Christians  around 
instead  of  looking  at  all  sides  of  an  issue 
and  deciding  just  who  would  be  hurt  by 
our  actions,"  Dr.  Wogaman  said. 

“We  must  take  in  the  whole  Gospel  as 
our  theological  basis  for  action,”  he  said. 
He  warned  against  becoming  “spiritual 
mice  wherein  we  nibble  at  a  scripture 
here  and  a  scripture  there  to  justify  our 
ideals.” 

“If  there  is  not  a  good,  overall 
theological  reason  for  what  we  are  doing, 
there  is  no  good  reason  for  doing  it,”  Dr. 
Wogaman  said. 

While  he  stressed  the  religious  press’ 
obligation  to  be  fair  and  self-critical,  Dr. 
Wogaman  also  affirmed  the  media’s 
endeavor  to  get  the  “truth”  to  church 
persons  without  being  manipulated  by 
church  leaders. 

“No  official  in  the  church  has  the  right 


to  relate  to  the  church  press  in  a 
manipulative  way,”  said  Dr.  Wogaman, 
who  through  his  work  with  the  task  force 
has  recently  been  the  object  of  much 
media  attention.  “I  think  I  am  much 
more  effective  if  I’m  held  accountable.” 

“We  (church  leaders)  should  trust  the 
press  to  be  discriminating  in  its 
reporting  of  delicate  issues,  then  force 
the  press  to  be  accountable,”  he  said. 

Editors  receive  critiques 

During  the  three-day  meeting,  the 
conference  editors  also  heard  critiques 
on  the  layout  and  content  of  their  pages 
from  the  Rev.  Carl  Keightley,  former 
editor  of  The  Texas  Methodist.  Dr. 
Keightley  shared  his  impressions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  based  on  what 
he  had  read  on  various  conference  pages. 

Among  his  suggestions  to  the  editors 
were  to: 

•  Use  less  general  church  jargon  and 
more  picturesque  language  to  explain 
what  is  happening; 

•  Become  more  prophetic  in  emphasis 
by  inviting  more  episcopacy/clergy/lay 
opinion  columns  on  issues  facing  the 
church; 

•  Use  feature  articles,  editorials  and 
photographs  to  offer  a  clearer 
“theological  conceptualization”  of  the 
paper’s  purpose. 

New  editors,  listed  with  their 
conferences,  who  attended  for  the  first 
time  were:  Judy  Baxter,  Memphis; 
Wallace  Bennett,  Central  Texas;  Boyce 
Bowdon,  Oklahoma;  William  Bowling, 
Louisville;  Terri  Bynum,  Kansas  East; 
Ty  Curtis,  Alaska  Missionary;  Vickie 
Healy,  California-Nevada ;  Clara  Lou 
Kerr,  Western  Pennsylvania;  David 
Knecht,  Dakotas  Area;  Jan 
Lichtenwalter,  Baltimore;  Dulcina 
McCoy,  Missouri  East;  Dale  Pollock, 
Missouri  West:  Dwight  Ramsey, 
Louisiana,  and  John  Thornburg,  North 
Texas. 
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TV  newsman 
commended 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  A  United  Methodist 
newsman  received  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Award  for  his  efforts  in 
finding  homes  for  needy  children  and 
bolstering  community  teamwork  in 
stopping  crime  through  two  public 
service  shows  here. 

John  Criswell,  a 
newscaster  for 
WFAA  Channel  8 
(ABC),  was  given 
the  national 
award  by  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Radio-TV  Com¬ 
mission. 

“NBC  Nightly 
News”  anchor¬ 
man  John  Chan-  John  Criswell 
cellor  also  received  an  award. 

Mr.  Criswell  hosts  “Wednesday’s 
Child”  which  highlights  a  local  child 
available  for  adoption  through  the 
Department  of  Human  Resources. 
Since  the  show  was  started  18  months 
ago,  Mr.  Criswell  said  50  of  64  children 
featured  have  been  adopted. 

“We  are  breaking  some  long¬ 
standing  stereotypes  because  many  of 
the  kids  are  ethnic  minority  children, 
family  groups  of  up  to  four  children, 
children  with  disabling  conditions  and 
older  children,”  Mr.  Criswell  told  the 
Reporter.  “The  thinking  for  so  long 
has  been  that  people  will  only  adopt 
babies,  or  white  children  or  ‘normal’ 
children.  Well,  we’re  re-writing  the 
book.” 

His  other  program,  “Crime- 
stoppers,”  features  reenactments  of 
crimes  which  have  police  stumped.  A 
$1,000  reward  is  offered  for  informa¬ 
tion  leading  to  arrest  and  indictment  of 
the  perpetrators. 

A  member  of  Highland  Park  UMC, 
he  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  co-founded 
the  Deaf  Action  Center,  the  only 
resource  agency  in  Dallas  which 
serves  deaf  persons  specifically. 

—  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
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Mission  gifts  pass  $3  million 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Giving  to 
national  missions  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  exceeded  $3  million 
last  year  for  the  first  time.  “That’s  like 
running  the  four-minute  mile,”  quipped 
one  National  Division  staffer. 

Contributions  through  the  Genera’ 
Advance  (second-mile  giving)  totaled 
$3.1  million,  up  22.4  percent  over  1980. 

One  man  given  much  of  the  credit  is 
the  Rev.  James  V.  Lyles,  who  worked  for 
three  years  in  the  Education  and 
Cultivation  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  here. 
March  1  he  joined  the  staff  of  the  Pacific 
and  Southwest  Annual  Conference. 

“I’ve  never  been  any  place  in  this 
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authorities  on  the  family. 

Consider  what  the  families  in  your  church  are  up 
against :  More  and  more  households  today  are  led  by 
a  single  parent;  most  marriages  end  in  divorce; 
children  grow  up  within  arm’s  reach  of  dangerous 
drugs  and  illicit  sex;  inflation  forces  many  mothers 
to  work  unwillingly;  overworked  fathers  spend 
less  and  less  time  with  their  young  children. . . 
For  the  Christian  families  within  your  church, 
the  pressures  are  doubly  painful.  Everything 
about  the  world  in  which  they  live  seems  bent  on 
undermining,  attacking,  or  merely  ignoring  their 
values.  And  yet  they  are  determined  to  survive.  They 
know  all  the  gloomy  facts  about  the  declining  moral 
health  of  America.  They  don’t  want  more  studies. 

They  want  solutions. 

One  solution  for  over  20,000  churches  has  been  to 
show  th  c  Focus  on  the  Family  film  series  by  Dr.  James 
C.  Dobson.  The  series  confronts  the  key  issues  facing 
the  family  today  in  seven  outstanding  films: 

•  Film  1-  The  Strong-Willed  Child 

•  Film  2-  Shaping  The  Will  Without  Breaking  The  Spirit. 

•  Film  3—  Christian  Fathering. 

•  Film  4—  Preparing  for  Adolescence:  The  Origins 

of  Self-Doubt. 

•  Film  5—  Preparing  for  Adolescence:  Peer  Pressure 

and  Sexuality. 

•  Film  6—  What  Wives  Wish  Their  Husbands  Knew  About 

Women—  The  Lonely  Housewife. 

•  Film  7—  What  Wives  Wish  Their  Husbands  Knew  About 

Women—  Money,  Sex,  and  Children. 

For  information  on  showing  this  successful  series  in  your 
church  contact  the  film  distributor  nearest  you  or  mail  the 
coupon  in  this  ad. 
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I’d  like  more  information  about  this  film  series. 
We  are  interested  in  helping  our  people  appl> 
God-centered  values  in  an  off«centered  world. 
Write  to:  Educational  Products  Division,  Word,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  1790,  Waco,  TX  76796  Attn:  Film  Dept. 
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Europeans  advocate  peace 

Anti-nuclear  group  tours  52  U.S.  cities 


By  TRACY  EARLY 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  “We  do  not 
want  to  be  protected  to  death,”  West 
German  theologian  and  author  Dorothee 
Solle  told  members  of  the  St.  Paul  and  St. 
Andrew  United  Methodist  Church  here. 

She  was  one  of  10  leaders  of  the 
European  anti-nuclear  movement  who 
began  a  two-week  speaking  tour  of  the 
United  States  on  March  21. 

In  this  “US-Europeace  Tour,  1982,” 
they  are  visiting  52  cities  to  explain  why 
large  numbers  of  Europeans  advocate 
nuclear  disarmament  and  to  support  a 
measure  recently  introduced  in  Congress 
to  freeze  U.S.  nuclear  weapons 
development. 

A  joint  resolution  calling  for  the  freeze 
and  subsequent  “mutual  and  verifiable 
reductions”  was  introduced  March  10  by 
Senators  Edward  Kennedy  and  Mark 
Hatfield,  with  co-sponsorship  by  more 
than  130  other  members  of  congress. 

Support  freeze  resolution 

Speakers  at  the  press  conference 
announcing  their  drive  included  Indiana 
United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
Armstrong,  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  United  Methodists 
endorsing  the  resolution  also  include: 
Ruth  Daugherty,  president  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  Thomas  W. 
Fasset  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society;  and  Bishops  Edwin  Boulton  of 
the  Dakotas,  Wayne  Clymer  of  Iowa, 
Kenneth  Hicks  of  Arkansas,  Leroy 
Hodapp  of  Illinois,  Marjorie  Matthews  of 


Wisconsin  and  D.  Frederick  Wertz  of 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dr.  Solle,  who  lives  in  Hamburg,  has 
for  several  years  taught  during  the 
spring  semester  each  year  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York,  and 
has  become  known  to  Americans  as  an 
advocate  on  issues  of  peace  and  justice. 

She  has  also  been  a  featured  speaker  at 
some  of  the  mass  rallies  in  West 
Germany,  including  the  one  last  October 
in  Bonn  that  drew  an  estimated  300,000. 

In  her  sermon  and  in  discussion  she 
said  people  in  the  European  peace 
movement  supported  the  freeze  on  U.S. 
nuclear  development  but  did  not  think 
that  was  enough. 

And  though  not  opposing  SALT 
treaties,  she  said  they  were  also 
inadequate  to  eliminate  the  danger  of 
nuclear  holocaust. 

“We  have  to  move  from  bilateralism  to 
unilateralism,"  she  said,  “the  only  hope 
for  survival  of  the  human  race  is  for 
some  people  to  start  with  unilateral 
steps.” 

When  a  participant  in  the  dialogue 
session  presented  die  “I’d  rather  be  dead 
than  red”  position,  she  responded,  “I 
think  it  ig  sort  of  an  insult  against  God  to 
say  there  are  only  these  alternatives.  In 
Europe  we  are  saying  we  want  to  live  our 
lives  neither  red  nor  dead.  ” ; 

Dr.  Solle  said  the  current  phase  of  the 
European  movement  began  in 
December  1979  after  the  NATO  decision 
for  the  deployment  of  572  new  U.S. 
missiles  in  Europe. 

“For  the  first  time  the  interests  of 


Europeans  and  Americans  differ,”  she 
said.  “We  feel  threatened  because  each 
of  these  weapons  is  a  target.  It  endangers 
us  more  than  it  protects  us.” 

She  also  expressed  concern  about 
references  in  a  Carter  presidential 
directive  to  the  possibility  of  a  limited 
nuclear  war.  “In  Europe,  people  ask, 
limited  to  what?”  she  said.  “The  answer 
is,  Europe.  The  first  two  countries  that 
will  be  wiped  out  are  the  two 
Germanies.”  But  she  denied  that  the 
nuclear  protestors  were  anti-American. 

In  an  interview,  Dr.  Solle  rejected  the 
comparison  sometimes  made  between 
current  disarmament  moves  and 
appeasement  in  the  1930s.  “It  is  wrong  to 
equate  the  Soviet  Union  with  the  Nazis,” 
she  said.  “The  Nazis  were  taking  over 
countries  all  around  Europe.  The  Soviet 
Union  has  not  moved  into  Europe  beyond 
the  lines  set  at  Yalta.” 

She  said  there  was  some  danger  of  a 
Soviet  attack  on  Western  Europe,  but  a 
much  greater  danger  of  stumbling  into  a 
nuclear  war  through  miscalculation  or 
through  the  idea  of  military  leaders  that 
a  limited  nuclear  war  was  feasible.  The 
Soviet  Union  has  always  acted  in  nuclear 
armaments  in  response  to  prior 
developments  in  the  West,  she  said,  and 
could  be  expected  to  stop  the  escalation  if 
the  West  would  stop. 

Their  U.S.  tour  was  jointly  arranged  by 
the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  and  Clergy  and  Laity 
Concerned. 

Mr.  Early  is  a  freelance  writer  in  New 
York. 


church,  whether  it  was  mission  satura¬ 
tion  events  or  pastor/staff  dialogues  or 
preaching  at  Sunday  services,  where  the 
folks  were  not  enthusiastic  about  the 
church  and  its  mission  program,”  Mr. 
Lyles  said.  “They  simply  want  to  hear 
more,  and  the  more  we  tell  them  the 
more  they  want  to  hear.  ’  ’ 

Asked  the  secret  of  his  record-breaking 
success,  he  replied,  “First  I  set  a  public 
goal  of  $3  million.  Then  we  decided  to  see 
if  intentional  promotion  and  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  ministries  the  church  was 
acquainted  with,  plus  some  unfamiliar 
ministries,  would  pay  off.  It  has.  The 
church  responded  with  an  increase  of  22 
percent  for  national  mission.  ” 


These  15  children  from  Trinity  UMC  in  Providence.  R.I.,  have  just  completed  the  final  step  in  the  church’s  pledge  program. 
They  are  on  top  of  Mt.  Wachuset  near  Worcester,  Mass.,  which  they  were  required  to  climb  to  get  a  taste  of  the  struggle  needed 
to  keep  such  a  pledge. 


Against  drinks,  smokes,  drugs 


‘Pledge’  offers  teens  defense  weapon 


By  EMIL  PAUL  JOHN 
PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  -  Although  the 
idea  was  a  century  old  and  had  been 
considered  on  and  off  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  nothing  was  done 
about  it  until  a  10-year-old  boy  named 
Mark  brought  home  this  tale  from 
school. 

“Every  time  I  go  out  for  recess,”  Mark 
told  his  mother,  “some  kids  try  to  make 
me  smoke  pot.  I  know  it’s  not  good  for 
me,  but  when  I  say  no,  they  laugh  at  me 
and  call  me  a  sissy.” 

“Don’t  pay  attention  to  them,”  she 
replied.  “You’re  doing  the  right  thing  by 
refusing.” 

“I  know,  ma,”  Mark  said,  “but  I’m 
afraid  if  they  keep  making  fun  of  me,  I 
won’t  be  able  to  say  no.” 

That  report,  from  a  sixth-grade  pupil 
in  a  middle-class  suburban  school, 
provided  the  shock  that  has  led  to  a 
unique  program  at  Trinity  UMC  called 
“The  Pledge.” 

Children  left  defenseless 

Trinity  parents  devised  the  program 
because  they  believe  children  are  being 
left  defenseless  against  awesome  powers 
in  this  world. 

“We  tell  our  kids  about  David  and 
Goliath,”  one  parent  said,  “and  then  we 
send  them  out  alone  for  eight  hours  a 
day,  not  realizing  they  must  face  giants. 
And  we  don’t  even  give  them  a 
slingshot.” 

The  Pledge  serves  as  a  weapon,  always 
at  hand,  to  help  children  fight  off  harmful 
forces.  It  offers  any  Trinity  youngster 
the  chance  to  take  the  following  oath  at 
God’s  altar: 

“I  pledge  that,  with  God’s  help,  I 
will  abstain  from  drinking  alco¬ 
holic  beverages,  from  smoking 
cigarettes  or  marijuana,  and  from 
taking  any  drugs  that  may  harm 
my  body,  confuse  my  mind  or 
weaken  my  will.” 

A  former  pastor  at  Trinity  recalled 
how  he  had  taken  a  similar  pledge  at  the 
same  church  almost  40  years  ago, 
concerning  abstinence  from  alcohol  and 
tobacco. 

“I  grew  up  in  a  tough  neighborhood,” 
the  former  pastor  said,  “and  many  of  my 
friends  got  into  trouble  from  drinking. 
But  whenever  they  tried  to  make  me  join 
them,  I  remembered  the  oath  I  took  in 
Sunday  School,  and  it  really  gave  me 
strength  to  resist.” 

Fears  discussed 
When  the  program  was  discussed, 
some  parents  feared  it  demanded  too 
much.  They  could  understand  discour¬ 
aging  the  use  of  drugs  or  smoking,  but 
the  drinking  was  something  else. 

“How  can  you  ask  a  10-year-old  child  to 
abstain  forever  from  drinking  alcohol?” 
they  argued.  One  girl  (who  later  took  the 


pledge)  asked  if  that  meant  she  would 
not  be  able  to  drink  a  champagne  toast  at 
her  wedding. 

A  teacher  feared  psychological  harm 
for  a  child  who  might  take  the  oath  and 
later  break  it.  Wouldn’t  that  cause 
unhealthy  guilt  feelings? 

And  simply  to  repeat  an  oath,  what 
good  would  that  do?  Words  are  cheap. 
Memorizing  an  oath  won’t  necessarily 
strengthen  a  child’s  will. 

The  discussions  helped  shape  the 
Pledge  program  into  its  final  form, 
which  includes  the  following  steps: 

1)  A  letter  was  sent  to  Trinity  children 
(about  40  of  them,  all  10  years  old  and 
older),  explaining  the  program  and 
inviting  them  to  take  the  pledge. 

2)  A  professional  counselor  in  the  field 
of  drug  and  alcohol  addiction  would 
instruct  the  children  and  lead  them  on  a 
visit  to  the  local  prison  for  juvenile 
offenders. 

3)  Each  child  would  select  an  adult 
sponsor  (parent,  Sunday  School  teacher 
or  anyone  else),  who  would  sign  the 
pledge  card  as  witness.  If  a  child  should 
break  the  pledge,  he  would  report  this  to 
his  sponsor,  who  would  counsel  the  child 
and  encourage  him  to  start  again. 

4)  The  entire  pledge  would  have  to  be 
taken,  and  the  following  prayer, 
appearing  on  the  back  of  the  card,  would 
also  be  repeated  at  the  altar: 

“Lord,  please  help  me  to  keep 
this  promise  so  my  body  may 
become  a  temple  of  God.  When  I 
am  21  years  old,  having  been 
faithful  to  my  word,  I  will  present  a 


thanks  offering  at  Thy  altar  and 
give  myself  the  chance  to  renew 
this  pledge.” 

5)  After  the  oath,  each  child  would  sign 
the  pledge  card,  which  would  be 
laminated  (to  last  forever! )  and  given  to 
the  child,  along  with  a  lapel  pin  designed 
especially  for  the  program. 

6)  Finally,  the  entire  group  would 
climb  a  mountain  to  get  a  taste  of  the 
effort  necessary  to  keep  such  a  pledge. 
“It  is  as  hard  as  climbing  a  mountain, 
but  as  rewarding  as  reaching  the  top.” 

Support  came  quickly 

The  planning  finished,  two  steps 
remained:  Approval  from  the  Education 
Committee  (quick  and  unanimous),  and 
financing.  When  the  church’s  United 
Methodist  Women  voted  to  pay  all 
expenses  (about  $4.50  a  child),  Mrs. 
Louise  Weed,  one  of  the  group’s  elder 
stateswomen,  produced  a  post  card  from 
her  album.  It  was  dated  Nov.  24,  1907, 
and  titled,  “The  White  Shield  League  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.” 

“Nothing  new  under  the  sun,”  Mrs. 
Weed  said.  “Our  Methodist  women  were 
doing  this  100  years  ago.  ” 

Fifteen  Trinity  children,  from  10  to  14 
years  old,  responded  to  the  invitation  and 
took  the  oath.  Seven  were  girls.  Six  were 
black.  They  climbed  Mt.  Wachuset  in 
nearby  Massachusetts  a  week  later. 

Rev.  Emil  Paul  John  is  the  former 
pastor  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  and  now  president  of  the  church's 
United  Methodist  Women. 


the  church  today . . . 


Christian  leaders  arrested 
by  Philippine  military 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Military 
agents  of  the  Marcos  regime  in  the 
Philippines  have  arrested  five  execu¬ 
tives  of  Christian  agencies,  according  to 
word  received  by  the  World  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  here. 

The  Rev.  La  Verne  Mercado,  a  former 
United  Methodist  bishop  who  is  now 
general  secretary  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  the  Philippines  (NCCP), 
has  urged  that  cables  be  sent  to 
President  Ferdinand  Marcos  requesting 
their  immediate  release. 

Held  are  Violeta  Marasingan,  NCCP’s 
director  of  family  ministries  and  a 
member  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  in 
Philippines;  Laura  Ocampo,  director  of 
the  NCCP’s  human  rights  desk,  an 
Episcopalian;  Abe  Enrile,  staff  member 
of  the  Student  Christian  Movement  and 
vice  president  of  the  World  Student 
Christian  Federation;  Lidi  Nacpil,  also  of 
SCM,  and  Aveleo  DeLeon,  youth  and 
student  secretary  of  the  NCCP. 


Ms.  Marasingan,  Ms.  Ocampo  and  Mr. 
Enrile  were  arrested  Feb.  26  but  their 
whereabouts  were  unknown  until  they 
were  found  in  a  hotel  under  military 
guard.  The  reason  for  their  arrest  is 
unknown,  a  World  Division  staff  member 
said. 

UM  baptism  forces 
Catholic  teacher  to  resign 

ANN  ARBOR,  Mich.  —  A  religion 
teacher  at  a  Catholic  high  school  here 
was  forced  to  resign  because  he  and  his 
wife  had  their  daughter  baptized  in  a 
United  Methodist  Church,  according  to  a 
story  in  the  National  Catholic  Reporter. 

According  to  Gabriel  High  School 
principal  Susan  Madley,  Michael 
Kremm,  a  practicing  Catholic  and 
former  seminarian,  was  asked  to  resign 
after  he  “went  public”  with  the  fact  that 
his  daughter  was  baptized  in  the  UMC. 

Dr.  Madley  said  word  of  Mr.  Kremm’s 
situation  got  out  after  he  reportedly 
admitted  to  a  student  that  his  daughter 
was  not  being  raised  in  the  Catholic 
church. 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  —  Chairpersons  of 
annual  conference  Missional  Priority 
task  forces  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
exchange  ideas  and  build  skills  in 
implementing  and  interpreting  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  during  a 
spring  National  Training  Event. 

Set  for  May  10-13  at  Stony  Point  (N.  Y.) 
Center,  the  event  is  expected  to  draw 
some  125  participants  from  the  73 
conferences. 

Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  director  of 
Special  Ministries,  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  will  be  one  of  the 
participants. 

Planning  the  72-hour  session  is  the 
Division  of  Program  and  Benevolence 
Interpretation,  United  Methodist 
Communications,  based  here. 

According  to  Dr.  Readus  J.  Watkins, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
division,  participants  will  “share  and 


compare  methodology  and  look  at 
current  problems  and  potential  solution. 

“In  the  process,”  he  noted,  “we  will 
confront  our  theological  orientation  and 
its  relationship  to  levels  of  readiness  of 
the  persons  in  our  local  churches.” 

Six  workshops  are  on  the  agenda. 
Included  are: 

•Cultural  Variables,  focusing  on 
development  of  strategies  to  deal  with 
ethnic  diversity  and  pluralism; 

•Developing  Annual  Conference 
Strategies,  allowing  participants  to 
share  methods  and  experiences  and  to 
design  models  for  promoting, 
programming  and  interpreting  the 
Missional  Priority  this  quadrennium  and 
beyond; 

•Ethnic  Congregational  Development; 

•General  Agency  Programming  (two 
segments) ; 


•Missional  Priority  Fund  Promotion, 
preparing  participants  for  involving 
cabinets  and  conference  Council  on 
Ministries  staffs  interpreting  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  (program  and 
fund)  in  local  churches,  districts  and 
conference; 

•Evaluation,  assisting  participants  in 
determining  future  directions  and  goals. 

Evening  interest  group  sessions  will 
enable  participants  to  gain  expertise  in 
“Funding  and  Use  of  Structure”  and 
“Resources  for  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Promotion.”  The  funding 
interest  group  will  familiarize  person 
with  appropriate  connectional  channels 
and  sources  of  financial  aid, 
programming  information  and 
promotional  materials  related  to  the 
Missional  Priority. 

The  resources  interest  group  will 
emphasize  the  roles  of  United  Methodist 


Communications  as  enabler,  resourcer 
and  supporter  to  conference  interpreting 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church. 

Participants  will  review  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  and  conference 
audiovisuals,  print  materials  and  video 
presentation  on  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  and  receive  assistance 
from  staff  members  in  producing  such 
resources. 

Leadership  for  the  training  event  will 
be  representative  of  the  four  major 
ethnic  groups  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Dr.  Roy  I.  Sano,  professor  of 
theology  at  Pacific  School  of  Religion 
and  a  member  of  the  Califomia-Nevada 
Conference  will  serve  as  theologian-in- 
residence.  The  Rev.  Leonard  G.  Rowell, 
Epworth  United  Methodist  Church, 
Palmyra,  N.J.,  will  provide  guidance  as 
process  person. 


Joyous  Occasion 


Trinity  Dedicates  Belfry  -  Prayer  Room 


Around  the  Conference 
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The  dedication  of  the  Belfry-Prayer 
Room  was  a  joyous  occasion  and 
celebration  for  the  members  of  the 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  church  itself,  located  in  Baldwin, 
was  dedicated  in  1980  by  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin.  The  second 
dedication  was  held  in  January. 

Also  rededicated  was  the  two-ton 
century  old  bell  to  be  used  in  the  belfry. 

The  Gibbs  family  donated  the  belfry  - 
prayer  room  in  honor  and  memory  of 
their  family. 

The  Rev.  Moses  T.  Jackson, 
superintendent  for  the  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  District,  inspired  the 
congregation  with  the  dedicatory 
message  and  the  actual  dedication  of  the 
edifice. 

The  tower  and  keys  were  presented  to 
the  church  by  Dr.  Chandler  Gibbs  and 
was  received  by  the  church  trustees. 


Other  area  ministers  who  assisted  in 
the  program  were  the  Reverends  C.  E. 
Baptiste,  Henry  Gage,  A.  D.  Teno  Jr.,  Ira 
Robinson  and  James  W.  Wilson,  pastor  of 
the  Trinity  church. 

For  the  members  of  the  church,  it  was 
a  dream  come  true.  The  bell  was  moved 
out  of  the  hall  and  into  its  permanent 
place. 

Hearing  the  ringing  of  the  bell  again 
brought  loud  applause  from  the 
congregation  on  hand  for  the  dedication. 

One  member  of  the  congregation  said, 
“we  can  truly  say  with  Matt.  21:22  ‘If  you 
have  faith,  you  will  receive  whatever  you 
ask  for  in  prayer.'  ” 

This  was  truly  a  glorious  occasion  for 
all  participants. 

The  memorial  from  the  Gibbs  family  is 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  members  of 
the  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 


Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
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Celebrating  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  Tangipahoa  Crisis 
Phone  are  June  Wilde,  representative  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
and  Donna  Sibley,  president  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  South¬ 
eastern  Louisiana  University. 

The  Crisis  Phone,  in  operation  since  February  of  1977,  is  a  24- 
hour  crisis  intervention  and  information  service  which  reaches 
all  of  Tangipahoa  Parish  through  toll-free  lines. 

At  present,  the  operation  is  receiving  over  400  calls  monthly 
involving  a  wide  range  of  counseling  needs. 

The  Crisis  Phone  also  serves  as  the  24-hour  answering  service 
for  the  mental  health  center  and  for  Alcoholics  Anonymous. 

Fifty-two  elderly  persons  are  on  the  outreach  program  and 
are  contacted  daily. 

During  the  five  years  of  existence  the  Crisis  Phone  has 
received  21,943  calls,  taken  by  341  trained  counselors.  Two 
hundred  and  thirty-six  counselors  were  students  at  SLU  and 
over  3,000  calls  were  from  the  university. 

The  Wesleyan  foundation  plans  to  develop  a  suicide  outreach 
team  and  full  accreditation  by  the  American  Association  of 
Suicidology.  The  foundation  is  also  prepared  to  offer  programs 
on  crisis  intervention,  batterment  and  substance  abuse 
prevention.  Ken  Jacocks  is  director. 


Scouts  at  Love  Chapel 
Awarded  Medallions 


Love  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church,  Haughton,  recently  awarded  four 
boys  the  God  and  Family  Medallion. 

Love  Chapel  sponsors  Cub  Scout  Pack  227.  Doug  Cain,  pastor,  and  Walt 
Fortuna,  served  as  instructors  for  the  boys  as  they  studied  about  God, 
themselves,  their  families  and  other  people. 

The  boys  are,  from  left,  Jeff  Miles,  Gregory  Poole,  Ross  Downer  and  David 
Fernandez. 

These  boys  are  slated  to  appear  in  a  future  issue  of  “Boy’s  Life”  magazine 
since  four  boys  following  the  program  to  its  conclusion  is  worthy  of  national 
attention.  “Boy’s  Life”  is  the  national  publication  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 


Crisis  Phone  Celebrates 
5  Years  at  SLU 
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uiitW  Legislative  Training  Event 
To  Feature  Varied  Workshops 


The  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women  Legislative  Concerns  Committee 
is  planning  a  Legislative  Training  Event, 
to  be  held  May  21-22. 

Registration  for  the  event  will  begin  at 
4  p.m.  May  21  at  the  Bellemont  Motor 
Hotel,  7370  Airline  Highway,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Registration  fee  for  the  session  for 
each  person  will  be  $20,  with  a  breakfast 
and  lunch  available  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

Beginning  at  6:30  p.m.  May  21,  the 
event  will  end  at  4:30  p.m.  May  22. 

Elected  UMW  Conference  officers, 
members  of  the  Legislative  Concerns 
Committee  and  UMW  District 
presidents,  vice  presidents  and  mission 
coordinators  are  in  the  pattern  for 
attendance  at  this  event.  However, 
anyone  interested  is  welcome  to  attend  at 
their  own  expense,  plus  the  registration 
fee. 

Florence  Isaacs,  Jurisdiction  Task 
Group  member  on  Legislative  Concerns, 
will  bring  the  Biblical  and  Theological 
basis  for  this  event. 

Ken  Ward,  director  of  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  will  present 
information  on  how  to  contact 
legislators,  monitor  bills  and  committee 
meetings  and  other  legislative 
information. 


Four  separate  workshops  will  be 
presented  at  the  event. 

Parent-Child  Reciprocal  Legal 
Obligations  will  be  led  by  Dolores 
Kozloski  of  the  Juvenile  Division  of  the 
Governor’s  Commission  oh  Criminal 
Justice. 

A  Christian’s  Responsibility  for 
Desegregation  will  be  led  by  Judge  John 
Parker  and  the  Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland. 
Parker  is  a  U.S.  District  Judge  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  area  and  Woodland  is 
pastor  of  the  University  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Education  in  our  Public  Schools  will  be 
the  fourth  workshop  and  will  be  led  by 
Thomas  L.  Miller,  director  of  Child 
Welfare  and  Guidance  for  the  East  Baton 
Rouge  Parish  School  Board.  Miller  will 
present  such  issues  as  the  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse  program  in  the  schools,  as 
well  as  sex  education,  creationism  and 
other  school-related  issues. 

The  Conference  UMW  Executive 
Committee  has  accepted  a  goal  to 
“Sensitize  Local  Church  Membership  to 
the  Special  Ministries  Needed  by  the 
Family,  with  special  emphasis  on  the 
needs  of  women  and  Children”  and  this 
Legislative  Training  Event  will  seek  to 
fulfill  this  goal. 


The  members  of  the  Committee 
working  with  this  event  are  UMW 
officers  —  Jurisdiction,  Conference  and 
District  —  as  well  as  persons  who  are 
well-versed  in  the  legal  and  legislative 
fields. 


Those  who  have  an  interest  in 
attending  may  register  in  advance  by 
using  the  registration  form  printed.  Each 
person  registering  will  be  responsible  for 
their  own  expenses  and  accommoda¬ 
tions. 


LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN 
LEGISLATIVE  TRAINING  EVENT 

Bellemont  Motor  Hotel 

May  21-22, 1982 

Registration  fee:  $10.00.  Please  make  check  payable  to:  La.  Conference  UMW 
and  mail  to: 

Mrs.  J.  A.  McCarstle 

252  Ponderosa 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

Breakfast  (Continental 

$  4.00 

Luncheon 

$  6.55 

Two  Meals 

$10.55 

(You  may  include  this  amount  with  your  registration  fee  if  you  wish) 
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Editorials 


Nuclear  arms  race  unwinnable; 
new  weapons  add  to  insecurity 


Seldom  does  a  day  pass  without  new 
details  blaring  across  our  TV  screens 
and  our  newspaper  pages  regarding  our 
nation’s  unprecedented  no-holds-barred 
peacetime  military  buildup.  Supposedly 
this  buildup  should  make  us  feel  more 
secure  from  threats  of  attack  by  our 
adversaries  overseas.  But  who  will 
protect  us  from  the  actions  of  our  own 
government? 

One  day  we  learn  of  untold  billions  of 
dollars  being  committed  to  expand  our 
nation’s  arsenal  of  nuclear  weapons  in 
order  to  “catch  up”  with  the  alleged 
“clear  superiority”  of  the  Russians. 

Another  day’s  news  reveals  a  renewed 
commitment  to  the  production  of 
chemical  and  biological  weapons, 
despite  our  huge  existing  stockpiles  of 
such  internationally  outlawed  arms. 

Still  another  provides  the  incredible 
revelation  that  new  expenditures  are 
needed  to  beef  up  our  country’s  civil 
defense  system  so  that  ‘^substantial 
portion”  of  the  U.S.  population  can  be 
assured  of  “survivability”  if  a  nuclear 
war  should  occur. 

President  Reagan’s  ideological 
intransigence  on  the  question  of 
necessary  expenditures  for  “military 
defense”  has  made  it  impossible  for 
anyone  to  address  these  issues  without 
running  the  risk  of  being  accused  of 
engaging  in  partisan  political  debate. 
However,  we  believe  the  issue  of 
“defense  spending”  is  basically  non¬ 
partisan  in  nature.  The  sides  are  not  so 
much  divided  between  Republicans  and 
Democrats  as  between  those  who  believe 
the  only  way  to  increase  our  nation’s 
“security”  is  by  engaging  in  an  all-out 
military  buildup,  and  those  who  believe 
that,  beyond  a  certain  point,  every 
escalation  in  the  arms  race  only  leads  to 
more  escalations,  and  the  eventual 
likelihood  of  nuclear  holocaust. 

At  present  there  are  bi-partisan  groups 
in  both  the  Senate  and  the  House  which 
support  each  of  these  positions.  We  do  not 
doubt  the  utter  sincerity  of  the  vast 
majority  of  persons  on  both  sides  of  this 
issue.  From  a  Christian  perspective, 
however,  we  cannot  fail  to  point  out  the 
utter  folly  of  seeking  to  derive  our 
primary  sense  of  security  from  a 
military  arsenal  —  no  matter  how  big  it 
is.  And  we  believe  it  is  self-deceptive  to 
declare  our  intention  to  engage  in  a 
“nuclear  arms  freeze,”  but  only  after  we 
have  completed  our  current  massive 
arms  buildup.  It  would  appear  that 
people  as  knowledgeable  and 
sophisticated  as  we  are  should  be  willing 


to  learn  from  the  past  —  whether  from 
the  tomes  of  secular  history,  or  from  the 
clear  message  of  Scripture.  But  we  seem 
disinclined  to  do  so. 

A  hunger  for  the  type  of  “security" 
that  an  all-out  arms  race  produces  is 
insatiable.  The  more  we  indulge  that 
hunger,  the  more  our  adversaries 
indulge  theirs  —  with  each  offering  the 
same  rationalization  of  needing  to  “catch 
up,”  or  “stay  up,"  with  the  other.  And 
the  more  often  governmental  leaders  in 
either  Washington  or  Moscow  make 
speculation  regarding  “survivable” 
nuclear  wars,  the  more  likely  someone  is 
to  start  one. 

As  Christians  across  the  world  gather 
again  to  observe  the  passion  and  death  of 
our  Lord,  dare  we  fail  to  recognize  and 
declare  the  threat  that  nuclear  “one- 
upsmanship”  and  the  reintroduction  of 
Cold  War  tactics  and  all-out  war 
preparations  pose  for  the  whole  world? 

As  we  recall  how  Jesus  dealt  with  those 
who  took  his  life,  dare  we  affirm  military 
confrontation  as  the  primary  means  of 
dealing  with  our  adversaries,  no  matter 
how  much  we  detest  their  ideological 
bent  and  their  political  and  economic 
system? 

Dare  we  sing  songs  joyfully 
celebrating  Christ’s  victory  over  the 
grave  and  remain  silent  about  the  single- 
minded  arms  buildup  to  which  our 
nation’s  leaders  are  currently  committed 

—  especially  when  that  buildup  appears 
more  likely  to  trigger  than  to  protect  us 
from  what  evangelist  Billy  Graham  has 
aptly  called  “the  horror  of  a  nuclear 
Armageddon,”  including  the  deployment 
of  the  Russians’  7,000  and  the  United 
States’  9,000  nuclear  warheads  against 
each  other? 

Worldly  threats  cannot  diminish  the 
reality  of  God’s  victory  for  human  life 
through  Christ  on  the  cross,  and  through 
the  empty  tomb.  But  those  of  us  who  have 
experienced  the  life-giving  power  of  His 
resurrection  bear  a  responsibility  to  con¬ 
front  the  life-threatening  realities  of  our 
world— whether  they  originate  in 
Moscow  or  with  our  own  nation’s  leaders. 

As  Christians,  we  should  implore  the 
world’s  political  leaders  to  recognize  — 
in  God’s  name,  and  for  the  sake  of  our 
children  and  of  the  whole  human  family 

—  that  “enough  is  enough.”  This  should 
not  be  regarded  as  a  suicidal  call  for 
“unilateral  disarmament.”  It  does 
reflect  the  conviction  that  every  new  unit 
of  “overkill”  that  is  developed  serves  to 
diminish,  rather  than  increase,  the 
world’s  security. 


Billy  Graham’s  Moscow  date: 
unique  chance  to  state  God’s  will 


We  are  grateful  that  evangelist  Billy 
Graham  has  accepted  an  invitation  to 
preach  in  Moscow  during  May  at  a 
conference  aimed  at  “preserving  the 
sacred  gift  of  life  from  nuclear 
destruction”  (seeUMR,  April  2). 

Until  recently  it  would  have  been 
unthinkable  for  someone  like  Mr. 
Graham  to  receive  such  an  invitation, 
given  the  attitude  of  the  Soviet 
government  regarding  religion.  Even 
had  such  an  invitation  been  forthcoming 
as  recently  as  a  decade  ago,  it  would 
have  been  almost  as  unthinkable  for  Mr. 
Graham  to  have  accepted  in  light  of  his 
rigid  separation  at  that  time  of 
“spiritual”  and  “social”  issues,  and  his 
tendency  to  reflect  the  political  attitudes 
of  whomever  occupied  the  White  House. 

Times  change,  however,  and  so  do 
people’s  outlooks  —  sometimes  for  the 
better.  In  agreeing  to  speak  at  the 
Moscow  conference,  Mr.  Graham  noted: 
“We  trade  with  each  other,  we  have 
cultural  exchanges,  and  we  have 
continued  political  negotiations  in  spite 
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of  our  differences.  I  think  it  now  time 
that  we  move  into  a  spiritual  dimension 
as  well.  My  purpose  in  going  to  the  Soviet 
Union  is  spiritual,  and  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  become  involved  in  political 
or  ideological  issues.” 

By  the  latter  statement,  we  assume 
Mr.  Graham  means  that  his  involvement 
will  not  be  political  in  any  partisan  or 
nationalistic  sense.  By  saying  that  he 
intends  to  speak  “from  the  Bible  on  the 
Christian  understanding  of  peace  in  a 
nuclear  age,”  Mr.  Graham  has  already 
“become  involved  in  political  (and) 
ideological  issues."  That  high  officials  in 
the  Reagan  Administration  tried  to 
persuade  him  not  to  accept  the  invitation 
underscores  that  point.  It  is  likewise  to 
be  expected  that  Soviet  officials  will  seek 
to  manipulate  the  situation  to  serve  their 
interests. 

As  one  of  the  most  widely  recognized 
religious  leaders  of  our  time,  Billy 
Graham  may  be  in  a  better  position  than 
any  other  person  alive  to  proclaim  boldly 
to  a  worldwide  audience  from  a  pulpit  in 
Moscow  —  the  will  of  God  for  human  life 
today:  that  swords  be  beaten  into 
plowshares,  that  spears  be  turned  into 
pruning  hooks,  and  that  the  insanity  of 
nuclear  brinksmanship  be  replaced  by 
the  recognition  that  nations  —  and 
particularly  super-powers  —  can  no 
longer  afford  the  luxury  of  war. 

The  nations  of  the  world  —  engaged  as 
they  currently  are  in  spending  plowshare 
and  pruning  hook  resources  for  more 
weapons  of  war  —  need  to  hear  the 
“spiritual  dimension”  brought  to  bear  on 
the  threat  of  nuclear  destruction.  The 
people  of  the  world  yearn  to  hear  and 
believe  such  a  Christian  alternative  to 
the  ideological  poles  to  which  they  are 
constantly  subjected. 

We  hope  and  pray  that  Billy  Graham 
will  be  able  to  deliver  his  “non-political” 
message  in  such  a  way  as  to  step  on  the 
toes,  warm  the  hearts,  prick  the 
consciences,  and  challenge  the  values  of 
those  who  run  the  Kremlin,  the 
Pentagon,  and  the  rest  of  our  world’s  life- 
threatening  arsenals.  And  we  urge  you 
likewise  to  pray  that  Mr.  Graham  may 
be  an  effective  instrument  of  God's  peace 
in  Moscow. 

Welcome  new  readers 
in  Sugar  Land,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  700 
member  families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Sugar  Land,  Texas  (Texas  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Sugar  Land,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative. 
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Is  it  I? 


Is  it  I? 

The  kiss,  the  sleeping  by  the  way, 
the  raucous  curse? 

No,  Lord,  these  are  not  acts  that  I  would  do. 

And  yet,  'one  of  the  twelve',  he  says. 

And  to  the  strongest  of  them  all, 

'Before  the  cock  crows  twice,  you  shall  me  thrice  deny'. 

Is  it  I? 

No,  Lord,  not  I.  But  still 

I  seem  to  see  His  sorrowing  face,  the  look  of  heart 
break  in  His  eyes 

When  to  some  noble  cause  I  do  not  rise, 

Or  leave  undone  some  task  He  calls  me  to; 

Or  doing  it,  do  it  not  well,  because  I  hold  so  much  of 
self  in  tight  reserve 
He  cannot  claim  me  for  His  own. 

Is  it  I? 

The  kiss,  the  sleeping  by  the  way, 
the  raucous  curse? 

No,  Lord,  these  are  not  acts  that  I  would  do. 

I  only  seek  life's  easier  ways, 

And  mellow  my  beliefs  to  fit  the  time. 

I  give  to  causes  great,  though  what  I  give  is  what’s 
leftover 

When  what  I  want,  and  what  I  must  do  to  be  safe  is 
laid  aside 

I  would  not  send  Thee  to  a  cross, 

Or  swear  to  any  that  I  know  Thee  not, 

And  yet  the  tasks  so  poorly  done,  or  left  alone  for  other 
hands 

Pricks  conscience  deep,  and  facing  Christ,  I  cry, 
is  n  i? 

Is  it  I?  There  is  no  comfort 
In  His  frank  reply. 

His  steady  pze  has  fastened  now  on  me 
And  in  a  moment's  flash 
I  see,  that  of  the  twelve  I  am, 

And  He  has  spoken  straight  to  me. 

Oh  Lord,  it  COULD  be  I. 

Carl  E.  Keightley 
Mabank,  Texas 


Here  I  Stand 


APRIL  9,  1982 


Nuclear  arms  and  God’s  people 


God’s  favor  is  not 
claimed  or  sought 
on  arms  buildup 

By  TED  M.  BENSON 

In  the  political  campaign  of  1980  the 
Moral  Majority  proclaimed  that  they 
intended  to  “get  America  back  to  God 
again.”  They  reminded  us  that  the 
Founding  Fathers  had  asked  for  divine 
guidance  in  their  deliberations  which 
resulted  in  the  form  of  government  we 
now  have.  At  a  Moral  Majority  rally  in 
Dallas,  candidate  Ronald  Reagan  gave 
his  full  support  to  their  program  and 
strategy. 

There  is  much  in  American  culture  and 
folklore  to  suggest  that  we  think  of 
ourselves  as  a  God-fearing  nation. 
Congress  pays  a  chaplain  to  begin  each 
day’s  work  with  prayer.  Our  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  includes  the  words  “one 
nation  under  God.”  Our  coins  are 
engraved  "In  God  we  trust.”  With  misty 
eyes  we  sing  “God  bless  America.” 
Presidents,  governors,  mayors  and  other 
elected  officials  are  sworn  into  office 
with  an  oath  that  ends  “so  help  me  God.” 
Graduations,  patriotic  rallies  and  other 
public  gatherings  are  opened  with 
prayer.  All  this  is  intended  to 
demonstrate  that  we,  as  a  nation,  revere 
and  worship  a  deity.  This  is  just  one  of 
the  ways  in  which  we  are  superior  to  the 
“godless”  communists,  we  claim. 

But  from  God’s  perspective  how  does 
our  conduct  differ  from  those 
governments  who  claim  no  religious 
basis  and  are  in  fact,  atheistic? 

The  difference  is  probably  minimal. 
When  a  crisis  impends  or  an  enemy 
threatens  we  behave  as  though  God’s 
laws  and  moral  restraints  had  been 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Mr.  Reagan  deserves  our 
respect,  not  our  criticism 


To  the  Editor: 

I  think  it  is  time  for  United  Methodists 
to  stop  being  critical  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  show  him  a  great 
deal  of  respect. 

How  can  you  be  critical  of  what  he  is 
doing  when  you  yourself  have  been 
wrong  so  many  times  in  your  own 
decisions? 

Give  the  President,  the  man  who 
surmounted  eight  years  of  problems  as 
Governor  of  California,  credit  for  a 
wisdom  that  far  surpasses  the  self 
serving.  He  bears  out  his  own  statement, 
“I  make  it  a  policy  not  to  decide  whether 
I  will  run  for  re-election  until  the  time 
comes.”  He  has  no  political  ambitions. 
He  seeks  only  to  serve. 

If  you  want  to  do  something  great  for 
your  church  and  your  country,  support 
the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  and  what  he  is 
doing  for  young  people  in  his  church. 
Let’s  do  the  same  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  we’ll  reverse  our  downward 
membership  trend. 

Why  doesn’t  the  church  speak  out 
against  pornography,  sex  on  TV  screens? 
The  promotion  of  advertising  that  sells 
liquor,  sex,  the  use  of  tobacco,  etc.  on  our 
TV  screens,  newspapers,  magazines  and 
very  un-moral  X-rated  movies?  Our 
abortion  stand  is  sinful. 

Where  do  you  stand  on  this,  United 
Methodists?  How  about  some  action. 

How  about  your  getting  the  log  out  of 
your  eye  before  you  try  to  downgrade 
your  brothers  and  sisters. 

Robert  Whitley 

Branson,  Missouri 

COCU  is  important  part 
of  ecumenical  enterprise 

To  the  Editor : 

A  word  of  commendation  on  your 
coverage  of  the  ecumenical  work  of  the 
churches  in  your  March  12  issue.  For 
those  of  us  who  believe  in  the  evangelical 
mandate  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
that  all  may  be  one,  any  progress  in  this 
arena  is  a  testimony  to  the  activity  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  our  midst. 

I  would  like  to  correct  a 
misunderstanding  that  may  emerge 
from  the  report  on  Conciliar  Fellowship 
from  the  National  Council’s  Commission 
on  Faith  and  Order  in  which  I  am  quoted. 
Toward  the  end  of  your  story,  are  three 
dots  that  indicate  a  deletion  of  my 
comments,  either  by  yourself  or  by  the 
RNS.  It  would  be  important  for  your 
readership  to  recognize  that  COCU  is  an 
extremely  important  part  of  the 
ecumenical  enterprise  envisioned  by  the 
hope  we  share  for  a  Universal  Council 
that  might  someday  bring  together 
Orthodox,  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  Christians  in  a  fellowship  of 
faith,  sacrament  and  Christian  mission. 

It  is  a  mistake,  in  serving  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  to  allow  those  who  do  not 
understand  the  evangelical  imperative  to 
unity,  to  pit  one  dimension  of  the 
ecumenical  ministry  against  another. 
The  conversations  between  the  churches, 
represented  by  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  and  the  Bilateral 
Conversions,  the  collaborative  efforts  of 
the  churches  embodied  in  councils  and 
conferences  of  churches,  and  the  vision 
of  a  Conciliar  Fellowship  of  churches  in 
full  organic  unity  are  all  synergistic 
dimensions  of  the  process  of 
reconciliation.  The  pace  and  the  form  of 
the  emerging  unity  is  a  grace,  a  gift  of 
the  Spirit,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  give 
a  neat  and  unambiguous  answer  to  those 
who  ask  for  details  of  time  and  form. 
However,  it  is  clear  that  Orthodox, 
Protestant  and  Catholic  Christians  who 
are  true  to  their  Scripture  and  their 
heritage  pray  daily  and  reach  out  in 
dialogue  and  action  to  foster  that  human 


unity  which  is  the  basis  of  the  Spirit’s 
action. 

Jeffrey  Gros 
New  York,  New  York 

‘Chariots  of  Fire’ 
deserves  our  patronage 

To  the  Editor: 

At  the  bottom  of  the  “My  Witness” 
column  each  week  I  read  that  people  are 
invited  to  share  “meaningful 
experiences  of  the  Christian  life.”  When  I 
reflect  on  my  occupation  as  a  film  critic, 
there  are  but  few  times  that  I  experience 
a  meaningful  Christian  event. 

However,  the  film  “Chariots  of 
Fire”  provided  such  an  event  for  me  % 
recently.  It  is  not  a  blatantly  “Christian” 
film.  But  its  story  of  doing  what’s  right, 
and  standing  firm  to  a  Christian 
commitment,  makes  it  a  film  worthy  of 
the  support  of  the  Christian  community. 
Hence  I  consider  your  editorial  headlined 
“  ‘Chariots  of  Fire’:  ‘secular’  movie  with 
authentic  portrayal  of  faith”  (UMR, 
Mar.  12)  to  be  clearly  on  target. 

As  a  film  critic,  the  number  one 
complaint  I  hear  from  Christian  people  is 
that  films  have  become  vulgar  and  that 
they  are  not  worth  seeing.  As  long  as  the 
film  industry  believes  that  all  the  public 
wants  is  crass  films,  that  will  be  the  only 
type  of  movies  we’ll  see  coming  out  of 
Hollywood. 

I’m  no  crusader  concerning  any 
particular  cause.  But  I  am  a  crusader  for 
“Chariots  of  Fire.”  By  voting  for  it  with 
your  ticket  purchase,  you  will  be  telling 
the  movie  industry  that  this  is  the  type  of 
entertainment  you  want  to  see  more  of. 

Max  McQueen 
Phoenix,  Arizona 
Hymn  gives  insight 

of  evolution  -  creation 

To  the  Editor: 

Last  Sunday  when  we  sang  that 
popular  hymn,  “Oh  God,  our  Help  in 
Ages  Past,”  the  third  and  fourth  stanzas 
reminded  me  of  a  familiar  scripture.  It 
seemed  like  a  key  to  unlocking  the 
creation  story  for  someone  who  was  hung 
up  on  the  seven  days  of  the  creation. 
Especially  helpful  are  the  lines,  “Our 
God  from  everlasting  to  endless  days” 
and  “A  thousand  ages  in  Thy  sight  is  like 
an  evening  gone.” 

The  words  to  the  hymn  were  written  by 
Isaac  Watts,  and  the  scripture  reference 
was  Psalm  90.  Psalm  90:4  carried  a 
marginal  reference  to  2nd  Peter  3:8, 
which  says  the  same  thing  in  a  little 
different  way.  A  note  on  the  word  “day” 
was  “an  indefinite  time.” 

I  would  also  like  to  quote  Genesis  5:27, 
“And  all  the  days  of  Methuselah  were  969 
years,”  and  Job  10:5,  “Are  thy  days  as 
the  days  of  man?  Are  Thy  years  as  man’s 
days?” 

John  W.  Woodworth 
Cicero,  Illinois 

How  to  dispose  of 

old  Bibles  helpfully 

To  the  Editor: 

I  can’t  remember  when  I  read  it,  but 
someone  wrote  asking  how  to  dispose  of 
old  Bibles. 

Unless  a  Bible  is  falling  apart,  there 
are  places  to  send  used  Bibles.  The  Home 
Bible  League  of  South  Holland,  Illinois 
(Zip  60473-9976)  will  send  your  used  Bible 
overseas  or  will  give  addresses.  There 
are  many  persons  all  over  the  world 
hungering  and  thirsting  for  the  Word  of' 
God. 

I  enjoy  the  Reporter  because  of  the  di¬ 
versity  of  opinion  it  provides. 

Adrienne  L.  Marricox 
New  Lyme,  Ohio 


Ted  Benson  Thomas  Reavley 
rescinded.  With  saber  rattling,  macho 
and  economic  sanctions  we  attempt  to 
show  who  is  boss.  Our  president  has,  in 
effect,  told  the  Russians,  "If  you  want  an 
arms  race  we  will  give  you  one.”  To  back 
up  this  bluster  he  is  asking  the  American 
taxpayer  for  one  and  one-half  trillion 
(1,500  billion)  dollars  which  will  cost 
each  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  U.S. 
$8,000  or  more.  The  purpose  of  this  vast 
expenditure  is  to  underwrite  the  greatest 
military  buildup  ever  fashioned  in 
peacetime  by  a  civilized  nation. 

An  inordinate  share  of  our  resources 
will  be  transferred  from  the  poor  to  the 
Pentagon  to  pay  for  this  dubious 
enterprise.  The  sick,  the  handicapped, 
the  elderly,  the  indigent  mothers  and 
their  children,  the  unemployed  and  the 
unemployable  have  been  told:  “tighten 
your  belts.”  In  short,  we  will  seek  to 
guarantee  our  nation’s  security  and 
future  prosperity  by  subjecting  the  poor 
to  misery  and  despair  beyond  anything 
they  have  yet  experienced. 

Meanwhile,  the  wealthiest  strata  of  our 
population,  through  tax  deductions  and 
subsidies,  become  richer  thus  bringing 
us  closer  to  the  perils  of  a  class  society. 

Plainly  such  solutions  to  our  nation’s 
economic  ills  and  security  needs  were  not 
arrived  at  through  prayer  for  direction 
from  a  God  of  justice  and  compassion. 
Most  certainly  not  from  a  God  whose 
identity  with  the  “wretched  of  the  earth” 
is  a  central  theme  of  the  Bible  and  the 
Judeo-Christian  tradition.  To  raise  a  wall 
of  military  defense  with  the  mortar  of 
human  tears  and  the  bricks  of  imposed 
misery  is  to  assure  God’s  judgment,  not 
His  protection. 

Our  present  administration  in 
Washington  has  announced  its  intention 
to  “make  America  No.  1  again.”  The 
President,  his  cabinet,  fawning 
politicians  and  the  military-industrial 
complex  are  willing  to  risk  economic 
chaos,  even  bankruptcy,  to  create  the 
most  awesome  military  machine 
humanity  has  seen.  In  the  fever  of  this 
activity  there  is  little  to  indicate  that 
God’s  favor  is  claimed  or  sought.  Nor  is 
there  any  meaningful  dialogue  with  our 
enemies,  the  most  obvious  and  common 
sense  route  to  a  safer  world.  Only  a  blind, 
mindless  race  for  superiority  in  the 
capacity  to  kill  and  destroy.  It  is  the  logic 
of  madness  and,  with  the  nuclear 
equation  added,  the  final  step  towards 
the  end  of  civilization. 

The  irony  and  stupidity  of  the  arms 
race  is  that  with  each  stage  of  escalation 
the  fear  and  mistrust  of  the  enemy 
increases  so  that  he  matches  missile  for 
missile,  tank  for  tank,  plane  for  plane, 
ship  for  ship.  Inevitably  the  point  of  no 
return  is  reached  and  passed. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  when  asked  if  God 
was  on  the  Union’s  side  in  the  war 
between  the  states,  replied,  “My  prayer 
is  that  we  are  on  God’s  side.”  Thomas 
Jefferson  wrote,  "I  tremble  for  my 
country  when  I  reflect  that  God  is  just.  ” 

Surely  someone,  somewhere,  somehow 
will  expose  the  immorality  and  the  folly 
of  our  nation’s  present  course  and  find  a 
way  to  bring  thfe  world’s  leadership  back 
to  a  path  of  sanity  and  thereby  forestall 
our  annihilation.  For  this  we  must  hope 
and  pray  and  work. 


Weapons  buildup 
needed  to  protect 
all  human  life 

By  THOMAS  M.  REAVLEY 

“However  you  vote,  just  be  sure  to 
vote.” 

“You  must  get  involved.” 

"Our  goal  is  to  get  the  people  to  face' 
the  issue  of  nuclear  arms.” 

I  do  not  disagree,  and  yet  this  counsel' 
very  often  aggravates  problems  rather' 
than  contributes  to  solutions. 

Voters  who  mark  their  ballots  blindly, 
having  no  reason  for  their  choices  other 
than  name  or  face  or  phrase  preferences," 
help  to  put  the  wrong  people  in  office  and 
to  prostitute  the  electoral  process  by 
putting  it  up  for  bid  to  the  campaign 
treasury  which  can  advertise  the  most. 

“Getting  involved”  is  fine  if  our 
information  is  adequate  and  our 
judgment  is  reasonable.  But  the 
enthusiasm  of  conviction,  even  when  felt 
£o  be  righteousness,  will  not  abate  the 
consequences  of  error.  The  shoals  of 
history  are  littered  with  shipwrecks  of 
sailors  who  were  certain  that  they  were 
on  the  one  true  course. 

Then  there  is  nuclear  armament.  We 
fear  it  as  the  ultimate  means  of 
destruction  of  human  life.  It  challenges 
the  very  best  genius  of  the  leaders  of 
America  and  of  all  people  of  goodwill. 
Bridges  of  understanding  must  be  put  up 
between  all  peoples,  and  particularly 
between  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet  bloc.  All 
terrorism,  all  war  must  be  stopped! 

Unfortunately,  in  the  world  as  it  exists, 
that  end  is  far  beyond  us.  Moving  there 
will  be  ever  so  difficult,  requiring  courage 
and  wisdom,  as  well  as  sacrifice  and  com¬ 
passion.  Without  the  will  to  work  a  better 
alternative  than  “dead  or  red,"  that 
limited  choice  will  likely  be  left  to  us. 

Face  the  issue  we  must.  Then  what? 
My  plea  in  this  writing  is  that  we  not  look 
for  the  nearest  uniform,  or  military  base, 
or  armament  factory,  which  will  happen 
to  be  American,  to  serve  as  an  object  for 
the  venting  of  our  fear  and  anger  and 
condemnation. 

Those  whose  perception  of  peril  in  this 
world  does  not  go  beyond  the  mega- 
tonnage  count,  who  cannot  discriminate 
between  America  and  Soviet  Russia  — 
those  for  whom  a  state  is  a  state  is  a 
state,  always  the  beast  —  those  people 
are  tragically  handicapped  in  either 
understanding  or  lessening  the  peril. 
They  may  come  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
with  the  best  of  intentions,  and  still  lead 
the  way  to  doom  and  darkness. 

By  contributing  to  the  collapse  of 
American  power  we  do  not  serve  order  or 
community.  Not  in  this  world.  We  place 
the  controls  in  the  hands  of  the  most 
ruthless  leaders  of  the  earth. 

If  local  folks  cannot,  face  this  issue 
without  raising  barriers  to  America’s 
best  efforts  at  deterrence  and  arms 
control,  if  we  cannot  face  it  without  advo¬ 
cating  a  course  that  would  surrender 
human  values  and  the  future  welfare  of 
the  human  race  to  the  sensitivities  and 
objectives  of  the  men  of  the  Kremlin, 
then  it  would  be  far  better  if  those  locals 
would  just  sit  quiet  and  face  elsewhere. 


“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tors  are  Ted  M.  Benson, 'a  member  of 
First  UMC  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 
(Rocky  Mountain  Conference),  and 
Thomas  M.  Reavley,  a  member  of 
University  UMC  in  Austin,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Conference). 

My  Witness 

Youngster  remembers  what  ‘his 
Bess’  said  about  death  and  heaven 


By  BETTY  DERNELL 

One  little  fellow  who  was  particularly 
close  to  my  mother  showed  me  much  as 
to  what  Mom  had  taught  others.  He 
seemed  to  acclimate  so  easily  to  the  fact 
that  his  beloved  Bess  wasn’t  here  for 
stories  or  games  or  fun  in  general.  I  had 
to  find  out  what  his  parents  had  said  that 
enabled  him  to  accept  the  transition  so 
effortlessly. 

We  were  visiting  one  sunny  day  in  the 
summer  following  her  death  during 
February.  I  decided  to  ask. 

“Jan-Roger,  what  did  your  folks  tell 
you^bout  Bess  going  to  Heaven?  ” 

A  long  moment,  then  slowly  he 
answered:  “I  don’t  remember.” 

Then  he  brightened. 

"But  I  remember  what  Bess  told  me!  ” 

“Would  you  like  to  tell  me?” 

“Sure,  she  said  ‘Do  you  remember  how 
this  old  leg  of  mine  has  bothered  me  so 
long?  Well,  one  of  these  days  God  is  going 
to  give  me  a  new  one,  and  I’ll  run  up  the 
rainbow  to  Heaven!’  ” 

A  lump  the  size  of  a  pumpkin  formed  in 
my  throat. 

“Was  there  a  rainbow,  Betty?” 

He  sensed  my  hesitation. 

“Or  maybe  it  was  night?” 

I  could  manage  an  answer  by  then. 


“Don’t  worry,  Jan-Roger.  If  Bess 
wanted  a  rainbow  she  found  one!  ” 

And  I’m  sure  she  did. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  Betty 
Dernell,  a  member  of  the  UMC  in 
Balsam  Lake,  Wisconsin. 


CLASSIFIED 


SEMINARIANS:  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  needs  Seminarian  to  preach 
at  resort,  teach  and  help  with  youth.  Excellent 
salary  Need  Youth  and  preaching  skills.  Call  Rev 
Rob,  (303)  471-8522  immediately. 


WANTED:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  full-time,  Christ 
Church,  United  Methodist,  4845  Northeast  25th 
Avenue,  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33308,  attention  Tom 
Hamilton.  Church  membership  2,500,  youth  consti¬ 
tuency  200,  Salary  negotiable.  _ _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed  to  be 
part  of  a  program  team  in  church  of  3,000  members. 
Develop  and  coordinate  total  youth  program  Sunday 
morning  and  evening  plus  special  activities.  Salary 
negotiable  —  excellent  benefits.  Contact  Rev  Clyde 
E.  Byrd,  P.O.  Box  6826,  San  Antonio,  TX  78209.  (512) 
826-3215 _ _ 
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THE  BOOK— 1982  Edition.  Revised 
f  rom  Book  of  Discipline  prepared  after 
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Mission  directors  respond  to  ‘economic  crisis’ 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Saying  that 
"the  increasing  magnitude  of  economic 
problems  facing  our  nation  must  not  go 
unaddressed  by  the  church,”  United 
Methodism’s  mission  agency  directors 
endorsed  a  "response  to  the  economic 
crisis”  on  March  31. 

The  day  before,  directors  at  a  joint 
session  of  the  National  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  divisions  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  listened  to  spokespersons 
from  several  depressed  areas. 

"I  feel  a  growing  sense  of  panic  and 
malaise  in  Flint,  Pontiac,  Kalamazoo 
and  Detroit,”  said  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Edsel  Ammons  from  the  Detroit 
Area.  “Fear  is  bleeding  into 
desperation,”  he  added.  "Nazi  and  Ku 
Klux  Klan  organizations  are  busy  around 
Detroit.” 

Bishop  Ammons  reported  that  700,000 
persons  (16  percent  of  Michigan’s 


population)  are  unemployed.  In  Detroit 
the  unemployment  total  is  18>£  percent, 
with  40  percent  in  the  black  community 
out  of  work  including  a  soaring  75 
percent  of  black  youth. 

Bishop  Ammons  said  it, was  estimated 
if  unemployed  people  in  Michigan  were 
laid  head  to  foot,  they  would  stretch  for 
480  miles. 

The  Detroit  papers  are  full  of 
advertisements  for  jobs  in  Houston,  he 
reported.  Many  Michiganers  are  heading 
to  Texas  to  escape  unemployment.  He 
added  that  thousands  end  up  returning  to 
Michigan  because  they  do  not  have  the 
skills  necessary  for  the  Texas  jobs. 

With  rising  unemployment,  the  bishop 
perceives  an  emergence  of  a  variety  of 
bigotries.  For  example,  the  Japanese  are 
getting  blamed  for  Detroit’s  own 
problems,  he  said. 

Bishop  Ammons  called  the  economic 
disaster  in  his  state  equal  in  proportion  to 


a  natural  disaster.  "Beyond  the  feeding 
of  empty  stomachs,”  he  said,  "we  need 
to  undergird  the  unemployed  as 
persons.”  He  challenged  the  church  to 
consider  how  it  can  uniquely  contribute 
in  this  growing  want  and  need. 

The  Rev.  Phylemon  Titus,  urban 
missioner  for  Metropolitan  Detroit, 
noted  the  Salvation  Army  provides 
240,000  meals  a  month  in  Detroit; 
another  organization,  Focus  Hope,  45,000 
meals.  Titus  said  that  Central  UMC  in 
downtown  Detroit  cannot  provide  enough 
food  for  its  neighborhood.  Detroit 
hospitals  are  treating  an  increasing 
number  of  persons  for  malnutrition, 
frequently  treating  parents  who  have 
denied  themselves  food  so  their  children 
would  not  go  hungry. 

The  word  from  California  sounded 
equally  grim.  Two  staff  members  of  an 
organization  called  Plant  Closures, 
located  in  Oakland,  spoke  to  the  group. 


Ellen  Green,  coordinator  of  Plant 
Closures,  explained  her  organization  has 
four  staff  persons  working  mainly  on  a 
volunteer  basis  and  housed  in  two 
donated  offices  —  the  Machinists  District 
Hall  and  a  Catholic  Charities  center. 

The  Office  of  Urban  Ministries  in  the 
UMC’s  National  Division  has  contributed 
to  the  operating  budget  of  Plant 
Closures,  which  also  receives  money 
from  the  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians 
and  local  unions. 

“Depreciation  tax  makes  it  profitable 
to  close  plants,”  Ms.  Green  said.  She 
pointed  out  that  legislation  is  proposed  to 
deal  with  plant  closures  in  20  states. 

“The  church  is  so  important  to  the 
unemployed  worker,”  Ms.  Green 
asserted.  She  said  generally  workers 
have  been  dedicated  to  their  jobs  and 
unions.  When  fired,  they  find  the 
newspapers  blame  them  for  their  own 
crisis.  They  are  psychologically 
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Artist  found  ‘completion  ’ 
in  painting  of  Jesus 


1 


\ 


Christ,  transcending  the  pain  of  His  crucifixion,  stretches  his  arms  of  love  to  the 
world  says  the  artist  of  his  work  on  exhibit  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Colorado  Springs.  Colo. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.  - 
Herman  Raymond,  58,  a  professional 
artist  and  teacher  refers  to  himself  as 
a  "completed  Jew”  based  on  his 
conversion  and  "dedication  of  my  life 
and  work  to  Christ.” 

Mr.  Raymond  donated  his  painting 
of  Christ’s  ascension,  titled  “It  is 
Revealed,”  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church  here  where  the  artist  is  a 
member.  The  work  represents  the 
fulfillment  of  Mr.  Raymond’s  search 
for  "religious  truth,”  he  told  the 
Reporter. 

“I  tried  twice  before,  during  my 
search,  to  depict  Christ,  but  I  was  still 
searching  for  answers  spiritually  and 
my  heart  just  wasn’t  in  my  work,”  he 
said. 

However,  in  1977  on  his  third 
attempt,  according  to  Mr.  Raymond, 
both  his  artistic  and  spiritual  longings 
were  fulfilled  through  the  painting. 
“It  was  as  if  I  had  made  that 
transition  to  Christianity  through  my 
work,”  he  said.  "To  use  a  trite 
expression,  I  was  led  to  complete  the 
painting.” 

The  painting  is  a  5'  x  4'  watercolor 
depiction  of  Christ  transcending  the 
pain  and  suffering  of  His  crucifixion 
as  He  stretches  "His  arms  of  love 
toward  the  world,”  Mr.  Raymond 
said.  The  understated  power  of  the 
painting  is  "the  quietly  overwhelming 
presence  of  Jesus,”  he  said. 

He  admits  his  conversion 
experience  was  not  typical.  "I’m  not 


like  the  person  who  comes  to  know 
Christ  one  Sunday  morning  during 
worship.  For  me  as  an  artist,  the  need 
to  complete  that  painting  mirrored 
the  spiritual  needs  in  my  life,  and 
when  it  was  completed  so  was  I.” 

The  son  of  Russian  immigrants,  Mr. 
Raymond  came  to  Colorado  Springs 
in  1950  after  a  stint  in  the  Air  Force. 
He  studied  at  the  Colorado  Springs’ 
Fine  Arts  Center  for  three  years.  Soon 
he  was  named  to  a  list  of  “New  Talent 
in  America”  by  a  national  art 
magazine. 

Since  then  he  has  won  several 
major  national  prizes  for  his  work, 
and  has  had  more  than  45  one-man 
shows  across  the  country. 

But  the  biggest  thrill  of  all,  he  said, 
was  his  discovery  “that  Christ  loves 
me.”  He  said  he  had  tried  several 
Eastern  religions  and  other  religious 
disciplines  before  1977  when  he  was 
baptized  after  completing  the 
painting  of  “It  is  Revealed.”  He 
donated  the  painting  to  the  church’s 
art  gallery  which  he  organized  in  1980. 

Lithographed  editions  of  the  work 
are  available  through  the  church  at 
$100  each. 

“I  am  a  Christian  artist,  not  just  a 
religious  painter,  so  I  am  always 
looking  for  ways  to  show  Christ  at 
work  in  the  world.  I  am  trying  to 
portray  the  Christian  faith  as  it  is 
alive  in  the  contemporary  world  and 
as  it  is  alive  in  me,”  he  said. 

— M.  Garlinda  Burton 


Network  and  Campbell’s  boycotts  not  endorsed 


UM  agency  urges  fight  for  morality  on  TV 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  United  Methodism’s  social 
action  arm  last  week  joined  the  fight  to 
persuade  TV  executives  to  portray  higher 
moral  values  in  their  programming. 

The  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  also  decided  to  press  the 
Campbell  Soup  Co.  to  enter  into  three- 
way  talks  with  Ohio  tomato  farmers  and 
migrant  tomato  pickers  to  settle  a  four- 
year-old  labor  dispute. 

In  both  situations,  other  organizations 
already  are  pushing  the  same  goals 
through  the  use  of  economic  boycotts, 
but  Church  and  Society  declined  to 
endorse  the  boycotts. 

Talk  directly  to  networks 

Instead,  in  the  case  of  the  TV  effort,  the 
social  action  agency  is  urging  individual 
United  Methodists  and  local  UM 
congregations  to  communicate  their 


dissatisfaction  directly  to  network  and 
local  TV  executives. 

"Express  objections  to  programs  that 
endorse  actions  and  decisions  which 
disregard  the  worth  and  dignity  of 
persons  through  physical  violence, 
sexual  manipulation,  racism  and 
sexism,”  the  bdard  suggests. 

The  90-member  board  of  directors  said 
it  proposed  the  action  because  of  its 
"deep  and  active  concern  for  the  moral 
quality  and  tone  of  life  in  our  society” 
and  the  realization  that  TV  has  a  strong 
influence. 

Resolutions  approved  by  the  board 
serve  as  guidelines  for  action  by  Church 
and  Society  staff  members  and  help 
members  of  the  denomination  determine 
their  own  response  to  issues.  The  board 
recommended  that  United  Methodists 
write  to  the  agency  at  100  Maryland  Ave., 
Washington  D.C.  20002  for  copies  of  the 
December  1981  issue  of  engage/social 


action  magazine  which  can  serve  as  a 
guide  for  TV  program  selection.  (Full  texts 
of  board  resolutions  and  other  information 
also  are  available  at  that  address. ) 

Last  month,  the  Coalition  for  Better 
Television  —  headed  by  Donald 
Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist  minister  in 
Mississippi  —  called  for  a  nationwide 
boycott  of  NBC  and  its  corporate  parent, 
RCA,  because  of  an  "unsatisfactory” 
response  to  the  coalition’s  demands  for 
program  changes  (see  the  Reporter, 
March  12). 

"We’re  not  comfortable  with  that  (the 
boycott)  methodology,”  said  the  Rev. 
William  P.  Bailey  Jr.,  a  director  from  the 
Memphis  Annual  Conference  and 
chairman  of  the  committee  presenting 
the  resolution.  "But  we  do  want  to  affirm 
some  of  (Mr.  Wildmon’s)  work.” 

Some  directors  strongly  objected, 
voicing  fears  that  the  resolution 
"involves  a  type  of  censorship”  that  could 


restrict  news  and  documentary  program¬ 
ming.  But  by  a  4-1  margin,  the  directors 
voted  to  advocate  the  TV  “cleanup.” 

Cautious  approach  to  boycotts 

The  board  of  directors  last  week 
revealed  a  cautious  approach  to  requests 
for  boycotts. 

The  board  was  asked  last  October  to 
endorse  a  boycott  of  Campbell’s  products 
to  force  that  firm  to  sit  down  in  three-way 
labor  talks  (see  the  Reporter,  March  19). 

In  response,  the  board  instructed  staff 
members  to  talk  with  all  parties.  After 
considerable  study  last  week  of  the 
findings  from  that  investigation,  the 
board  decided  not  to  endorse  the  boycott 
“at  this  time.” 

However,  it  supported  the  request  of 
the  Ohio  farm  workers  union  for  three- 
way  talks  and  said  the  union  was  "within 
its  rights”  to  call  for  a  boycott  since  it 
had  received  no  positive  response  to  its 
request  for  collective  bargaining. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  sleepy,  two-chair 
Jones’  Barber  Shop  in  South  Dallas 
suddenly  filled  with  television  cameras, 
reporters  and  more  than  20  well-dressed 
theology  students  from  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Perkins  School  of  Theology  10 
miles  away  in  a  very  different  part  of 
town. 

’Arnold  Jones,  the  owner,  was  mildly 
surprised,  but  his  three  friends- 
customers  were  dumbfounded  until  the 
Rev.  Cecil  Williams  burst  through  the 
crowd  and  yelled  familiarly,  "My 
BROTHERS !  Tell  me  what  it  is !  ” 

Mr.  Williams  of  San  Francisco  was 
demonstrating  the  art  of  street 
evangelism  as  part  of  his  presentation 
during  Perkins’  seventh  annual 
Conference  on  Black  Theology  March  30- 
April2. 

The  entourage  visited  several  local 
hangouts  in  a  predominantly-black  South 
Dallas  neighborhood  for  an  on-the-scene 
look  at  "reaching  the  unreachable.”  Mr. 
Williams  said  he  wanted  to  impress  upon 
aspiring  ministers  and  lay  persons  that 
ip  Christian  witness  "there  is  constant 
struggle.” 

;  The  men  at  Jones’  Barber  Shop 
listened  intently  as  Mr.  Williams  asked, 
"What  are  the  problems  in  South  Dallas? 
Are  black  people  hurting?  Are  people 
going  hungry,  are  there  jobs,  is  there 
hope?” 

James  Stoker,  whose  careworn  face 
indicated  he  could  be  a  rundown  40  to  60 
years  old,  seemed  bitter  as  he  answered. 
‘Tve  been  sick  since  last  November  and 


DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  center,  a  controversial  pastor  and  social 
activist,  demonstrates  ‘‘street  evangelism”  in  predominantly  black  South  Dallas  for 
a  group  of  seminarians.  reporter  staff  photo  by  m.  garlinda  burton 


I  haven’t  been  able  to  get  food  stamps. 
What  I  get  I  have  to  hustle  for  —  rake 
leaves,  clean  up  somewhere.  Now,  how 
do  you  think  I  feel,  man?  ” 

"I  hear  you,  brother;  I  hear  you  man,” 
Mr.  Williams  replied.  Then  he  shouted  at 
one  of  his  co-workers  travelliri|  with 
him.  "Get  this  man’s  name  —  get  some 
information,  and  let’s  see  if  we  can’t  get 
him  some  help.” 

He  turned  back  to  Mr.  Stoker  and 
embraced  him.  "We’re  going  to  get  you 
some  help,  brother.  You  take  care, 
hear?” 


A  woman  took  Mr.  Stoker’s  name  and 
told  him  she  would  talk  to  some  social 
agencies  for  him.  He  looked  stunned, 
then  gratefully  shook  Mr.  Williams’ 
hand.  Then  the  theology  caravan  left  as 
suddenly  as  it  came. 

Mr.  Williams,  a  controversial  social 
activist-pastor  who  gained  attention  dur¬ 
ing  the  ’60s,  was  one  of  the  first  black 
graduates  of  Perkins.  For  more  than  20 
years  he  has  emphasized  street  ministry 
in  his  multi-racial,  multi-cultural  congre¬ 
gation,  Glide  Memorial  UMC,  where 
membership  has  grown  from  150  to  2,500. 


devastated.  She  said,  "The  church’s  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  plight  of  the  unemployed  makes 
a  difference  and  is  saving  lives.” 

The  Rev.  Jim  Sessions,  executive 
coordinator  of  the  Commission  on 
Religion  in  Appalachia,  said  in  the  past 
year  more  miners  died  than  in  the  past  10 
years.  He  recently  returned  from  visiting 
widows  of  miners  killed  in  Mine  No.  18  in 
Harlan,  Ky.  He  said  they  would  be  happy 
to  hear  the  mission  directors  approved  a 
petition  for  U.S.  Congresspersons  to 
schedule  hearings  on  mine  safety  law 
and  enforcement  at  the  earliest  possible 
date.  In  recent  months  35  men  have  died 
in  mining  accidents  in  Appalachia  and 
2,037  miners  have  died  since  Congress 
started  work  on  a  comprehensive  federal 
mine  safety  law  in  1969. 

Directors  also  affirmed  that  monies, 
resources  and  labor  must  be  channeled 
into  production  for  human  need  rather 
than  the  means  of  destruction  and  called 


on  governments  to  support  all 
constructive  efforts  to  reduce 
armaments  worldwide  and  promote  all 
efforts  toward  peace. 

An  Ad  Hoc  Task  Force  on  the  economic 
crisis  will  also  include  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Division  in  developing  strategies 
for  an  immediate  response  and  for  the 
shaping  of  future  direction.  “We 
recognize  there  are  no  short-term 
solutions  to  a  system  problem,”  drafters 
said  in  a  prepared  paper. 

Suggested  among  the  strategies  was 
preparation  of  a  statement  for  the  April 
13  meeting  of  the  President’s  Task  Force 
on  Private  and  Voluntary  Sector 
Initiatives.  Bishop  Ellis  Finger, 
president  of  the  UMC’s  Council  of 
Bishops  and  of  the  mission  board’s  health 
and  welfare  ministries  division,  is 
scheduled  to  attend  the  meeting. 

(A  report  of  the  board’s  action  on  structure 
and  other  matters  will  appear  next  week.) 


Health  care  shift 
aims  at  staying  fit 


‘Street  evangelism’  art  said  to  include  hunger,  job  needs 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  Health  care  must  begin  to 
shift  from  how  to  cure  disease  to  how  to 
prevent  it,  from  getting  well  to  how  to  be 
fit  and  healthy  in  mind,  body  and  spirit,  a 
special  panel  told  members  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
meeting  here  last  week. 

Federal  program  cuts,  personal  health 
habits,  cost  and  accessibility  of  medical 
care  are  problems  that  the  church  can 
address  on  local  and  national  levels  the 
panel  of  three  said. 

The  panel  presentation  included  an 
area  health  survey  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  from  the  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  This  was  a  pilot  survey  the 
general  agency  hopes  to  see  done  in  all 
annual  conferences. 

"Now  is  the  time  to  think  and  plan  for 
what  churches  could  and  perhaps  should 
do  to  assist  in  the  equitable  delivery  of 
health  care,”  said  Lucy  Polter  of  Dallas 
who  compiled  the  North  Texas  survey. 

Not  only  the  delivery  of  health  care, 
but  the  way  people  live  are  health 
concerns  for  the  church,  speakers  said. 

"We  need  to  develop  better  health 
habits,”  said  Don  Riggins,  a  Church  and 
Society  board  member  and  panelist. 
“Our  health  system  is  based  on  treating 
disease,  not  on  improving  wellness. 

“It’s  part  of  the  gospel  message  that 
our  bodies  are  our  temples.  How  we 
maintain  them  is  our  witness,”  added 
Mr.  Riggin  who  directs  the  Arthritis 
Foundation  in  Arkansas. 

“Ninety-eight  percent  of  what  we 
spend  on  health  care  goes  after  disease 
or  injury  occurs,  not  on  prevention,”  he 
said. 

Mr.  Riggins  said  how  to  cut  the 
risks  of  top  causes  of  death  for 
men  and  women  from  40  to  50  years 
old  —  heart  attacks,  motor  vehicle 
accidents,  suicides  and  cancer  — 
should  be  included  in  church  health 
education  programs. 

“Reaganomics,”  Mr.  Riggins  predicted, 
will  have  dire  effects  on  the  future  health 
of  Americans.  "The  cuts  in  funding  for 
children’s  meals  will  compound  the  cost 
of  health  care  over  the  next  60  to  70 
years,”  he  said. 

Poor  nutrition  in  the  growth  years  can 
lead  to  later  health  problems,  he  said. 
Local  church  day  care  programs  that 
include  one  or  more  meals  are  one  way 
the  church  is  addressing  this  problem  in 
North  Texas  and  elsewhere. 

What  some  North  Texas  area  churches 
are  doing  and  suggestions  of  what  others 
could  do  were  part  of  Ms.  Polter’s  report 
on  health  care  in  the  area. 

Rolling  bandages  for  the  Dallas  County 
(public)  hospital,  nutrition  programs  in 
day  care  centers  for  young  and  old, 
sponsoring  exercise  classes  and  training 


Health  priority 
advocated 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Two  years 
before  the  General  Conference  meets  to 
chart  United  Methodist  priorities  for  the 
1985-88  quadrennium,  a  proposal  was 
made  here  March  31  to  designate  health 
and  welfare  as  a  missional  priority  of  the 
church. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Division  pointed 
to  the  need  for  preventive  health  care, 
wholistic  medicine,  delivery  of  health 
services  to  people  in  rural  areas,  and 
involvement  of  churches  in  helping  and 
healing  ministries  as  areas  that  could  be 
addressed  by  the  total  church  if  such  a 
priority  were  adopted. 

After  discussing  the  proposal,  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  referred  the  suggestion 
to  its  Research  and  Development 
Committee. 

Pointing  to  the  need  for  the  church  to 
take  "an  emphatic  look”  at  the  health 
and  wholeness  of  persons,  division 
member  Reginald  Ponder  of  Raleigh, 
N.C.,  said:  "Health  is  a  life  concern  of 
every  human  being  and  the  local  church 
is  a  healing  community  of  life  and  love.” 
He  saw  the  priority  not  primarily  as  an 
attempt  to  get  money  but  as  an 
opportunity  to  coordinate  efforts  on  this 
subject  by  various  boards  and  agencies 
of  the  church.  _  _ 

in  cardiopulmonary  resuscitation  (CPR) 
are  among  the  programs  underway  in 
and  around  Dallas.  An  East  Texas  church 
loans  hospital  and  convalescent 
equipment  to  spare  families  the  expense 
of  purchasing  or  renting  it. 

The  report  suggested  that  local 
churches  can  provide  day  care  center 
space  for  the  young  and  the  old,  sponsor 
health  screening  and  maintenance 
programs,  open  the  church  doors  in 
extremely  hot  or  cold  weather  to  provide 
shelter  for  old  persons  vulnerable  to  such 
extremes,  donate  funds  to  operate  city 
dental  health  clinics  and  provide 
transportation  for  patients  to  outpatient 
treatment  centers. 

Local  churches,  with  the  help  of 
national  and  conference  level  agencies 
should  provide  health  education 
programs  for  their  own  members  and  for 
those  in  their  communities,  the  report 
continued.  The  church  also  should 
identify  and  minister  to  groups  which 
may  be  slighted  by  government  and 
private  agencies. 

Ms.  Polter’s  report  also  emphasized 
that  such  health  and  welfare  related 
ministries  "are  directly  responsive  to  the 
example  and  commission  of  Jesus  Christ, 
as  well  as  the  theological  concerns  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 


"People  are  hungry,  people  are 
hurting  .  .  .  and  that’s  where  our 
ministry  should  be,”  he  said  to  the  group. 
“You  can’t  just  run  outside  for  a  minute 
and  say  ‘Jesus  loves  you.’  People  don’t 
want  to  hear  that  when  they  are  hungry 
or  don’t  have  a  job.  As  the  church  in  the 
struggling  black  community  we  have  to 
show  as  much  concern  for  their  physical 
well-being  as  we  do  for  their  spiritual 
growth.” 

He  reminded  the  theology  students  that 
their  task  is  not  to  "preach  at  folks.  Go 
out  in  the  streets  and  you  might  learn 
something,”  he  said.  “We  don’t  have  to 
go  out  there  as  if  we  alone  have  the 
authority  and  the  Word.  God  may  have 
decided  to  work  through  them  to  make  us 
do  right.” 

If  the  black  church  is  to  survive  as  a 
guiding  force  in  the  minority  community, 
"economic  development”  must  not  be 
considered  a  four-letter  word  was  the 
message  of  the  Rev.  J.  Alfred  Smith  of 
Oakland,  Calif.,  at  the  conference.  Dr. 
Smith  and  other  speakers  lamented  that 
the  black  church  has  become  too 
ethereal,  shirking  its  responsibilities  for 
the  physical  as  well  as  the  spiritual  needs 
of  the  black  community. 

The  first  step  in  economic  development, 
said  Dr.  Smith,  is  to  stop  “feeling  guilty 
about  thinking  about  economics  and  the 
Gospel  in  the  same  breath.  It  is  part  of 
our  history  in  the  black  church  to  stress 
economic  security.  The  slave  preachers 
worked  and  bought  their  own  freedom 
so  they  would  be  more  at  liberty  to  serve 
their  people. 


DO  YOU  WANT  TO  UNDERSTAND 
EARLY  AMERICAN  METHODISM? 


Read  a  new  Asbury  biography,  just  published  titled 
BISHOP  FRANCIS  ASBURY:  FIELD  MARSHAL  OF  THE  LORD 
by  Wallace  Guy  Smeltzer 


Contains  the  only  maps  of  Asbury’s  annual  supervisory  tours  that  have 
ever  been  published. 

Tells  the  story  of  the  consecrated  life  and  the  dynamic  leadership  of 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury  set  against  the  historical  background  of  the  first  half- 
century  of  American  Methodism. 

Sets  forth  the  dynamic  evangelism  of  the  early  Methodist  Circuit  System 
that  spread  the  new  denomination  to  the  settled  limits  of  the  young  republic 
and  made  it  the  largest  church  in  the  nation  during  Asbury’s  lifetime. 

A  large  8Vfe  X  11  volume,  to  accommodate  the  maps,  248  pages,  39  maps, 
two  graphs,  183  footnotes  identifying  quotations,  and  an  index. 

Sponsored  by  the  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference. 


Order  from: 


Pleas*  send_ 


MARSHAL  OF  THE  LORD,  TO: 


DR.  W.  G.  SMELTZER 
700  South  Alton  Way 
Denver,  CO  80231 


_copy/copies  of:  BISHOP  FRANCIS  ASBURY:  FIELD 


Address: 


Price:  $12.00  per  copy,  payment  with  order.  Zip  only.  Moke  check  payable 
to  W.  G.  Smeltzer. 
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Latin  church  leaders  ask  for  help 

U.S.  Christian  understanding  of  Central  America  sough  t  during  tour 


APRIL  9, 1982 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  El  Salvador  was  at 
“the  center  of  attention”  in  a  recent 
string  of  meetings  between  United  Meth¬ 
odists  across  the  United  States  and  a 
team  of  18  Latin  American  church 
leaders.  Help  was  requested  from  U.S. 
Christians  in  supporting  political  instead 
of  military  solutions  to  Latin  American 
problems. 

The  March  28  election  in  El  Salvador 
came  right  in  the  middle  of  the  March  18- 
April  4  tour  of  the  Latin  American 
Christians  whose  purpose  was  to 
interpret  situations  in  Central  and  South 
America  for  North  Americans. 

Honest  confusion  observed 

The  “lack  of  historical  background” 
and  the  diversity  and  frequently 
contradictory  information  available  in 
the  U.S.  “confuses  many  honest  and 
concerned  church  members,”  observed 
Margarita  Grassi,  of  the  Methodist 
church  in  Uruguay,  in  a  taped  telephone 
report  of  her  team’s  meetings  in  the 
UMC’s  Western  Jurisdiction. 

Team  members  seemed  to  agree  their 
three-week  visit  was  helpful.  Ms.  Grassi 
said,  however,  the  Latin  Americans  were 
having  to  do  “consciousness  raising” 
that  church  leaders  here  should  already 
have  done.  She  said  it  was  very  difficult 
sometimes  because  "people  feel  they 
receive  us  with  open  arms,  and  what  we 
come  to  do  is  to  criticize  them.” 

The  need  for  United  Methodists  to  visit 
the  churches  in  Latin  America  was  also 
suggested  by  Ms.  Grassi.  She  thought 
CIEMAL  ( Council  of  Evangelical  Metho¬ 
dists  in  Latin  America)  could  assume 
some  responsibility  for  this. 

The  idea  for  the  team  of  leaders  and 


theologians  to  visit  North  America 
developed  simultaneously  in  early  1981 
among  the  Latin  American  bishops  and 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  The  project  is  a  joint  effort  of 
CIEMAL  and  the  UMC’s  Council  of 
Bishops.  Planning  was  coordinated  by 
Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  of  Springfield,  Ill. 

Funding  for  the  project  came  from 
CIEMAL  ($5,000)  and  the  UMC’s  World 
Service  Contingency  Fund  ( $20,000) . 

Taped  reports  from  leaders  of  four 
regional  teams  were  heard  here  during  a 
“briefing  on  Central  America”  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  general  executive 
committee.  About  25  directors  out  of  the 
47-member  committee  heard  the  briefing 
which  also  included  lengthy  political 
presentations  by  a  representative  of  El 
Salvador’s  leftist  Democratic  Liberation 
Front  party  and  by  a  representative  of 
Nicaragua’s  Sandinista  government. 

An  invited  representative  from  the 
U.S.  delegation  to  the  U.N.  could  not 
come  when  the  briefing  had  to  be  moved 
up  from  Friday  morning  to  Thursday 
evening,  April  1,  according  to  Nora  Boots 
of  the  mission  board’s  Latin 
America/Caribbean  desk. 

Task  force  authorized 

The  executive  committee  approved 
creation  of  a  Task  Force  on  Central 
America  by  May  1.  The  14-member  group, 
to  include  two  Latin  Americans,  is  to 
provide  information  and  suggest  actions 
to  directors  of  the  mission  board  but  not 
serve  as  a  funding  structure. 

Other  reports  of  the  Latin  American 
team’s  tour  with  stops  in  most  of  the 
UMC’s  annual  conferences  came  from 
news  stories  and  observations  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  team. 


Nicaraguan  Christians 
send  pastoral  letter 


MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  (EPS)  —  The 
general  assembly  of  this  country’s 
evangelical  development  agency, 
CEP  AD,  has  sent  a  pastoral  letter  to  U.S. 
churches  expressing  “sadness”  at  the 
“war-like,  intolerant,  and  arrogant 
attitudes  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  towards  Nicaragua.” 

Formed  in  the  wake  of  the  1972 
earthquake  here,  CEPAD  is  supported 
by  about  30  denominations  and  agencies, 
among  them  Assemblies  of  God,  Baptist, 
Mennonite,  Moravian,  Pentecostal, 
Nazarene,  and  Anglican  groups. 

Dated  March  8,  the  letter  notes  “with 
consternation  ...  a  whole  series  of 
actions  which  have  been  detrimental  to 
the  people  of  Nicaragua  since  the  new 
administration  took  over  the  American 
government.”  Citing  three  instances  of 
the  U.S.  withdrawal  or  veto  of  economic 
assistance,  the  letter  adds,  “Our  country 
was  left  bankrupt  because  the  Somoza 
family  destroyed  its  economy.  As  a 
result  we  need  this  assistance  to  attain 
the  goals  of  justice  and  liberty  for  the 
citizens  of  Nicaragua.” 

In  1979,  after  years  of  struggle,  the 
Somoza  family,  which  governed 
Nicaragua  since  1932,  was  overthrown  by 
the  Sandinista  National  Liberation 
Front.  The  U.S.  government  has  linked  it 
with  Cuba  in  support  of  left-wing 
guerrillas  in  Central  America.  In  mid- 


You  ('mi  Join  An  EtiU '  Group  Who  Harr  Sri  Thrnisrtrrs 


For  unsurpassed  quality  of  life-style  in  retirement,  look  into  the  excellence  of 
“Life-Plan'at  the  Oak  Creek  Retirement  Campus  in  Lewisville.  An  exclusively 
planned,  remarkably  beautiful.  SSS7  refreshingly  peaceful  retirement 
community  now  under  construction  fSi  “Life-Plan”  sets  you  free  in 

important  ways 


retirement  ..seven 


The  Freedom 
Security 


“Life- Plan"  retirement 
communities  feature 
24-hour  security  ser¬ 
vice.  emergency  call 
system  in  each 
residence,  fire  resistant 
construction,  fire  detection 
system,  security  conscious 
design  and  proper  management, 
so  that  you'll  enjoy  peace  of  mind 

Freedom  from 

Loneliness 

One  of  the  wonderful  benefits  of 
"Life-Plan"  retirement  living  is 
freedom  from  loneliness.  The  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  personal  fulfillment,  for  set 
ting  your  own  pace  in  an  active  social 
life,  creates  the  desire  and  the  way 
for  you  to  enjoy  many  new  friends  in 
the  freedom  of  "Life-Plan”. 

Another  Freedom. ..We  May 
Buy  Your  Home 

If  you  qualify  for  our  exclusive  home 
purchase  plan,  arrangements  can  be 
made  to  trade  a  portion  of  the  equity 
from  your  home  for  the  security  and 
enjoyment  of  a  "Life-Plan"  retire¬ 
ment...  while  providing  protection  and 
an  investment  for  your  estate 

The  Freedom  of 
#  Financial  Security 

Only  "Life-Plan"  provides  for  a  re  ] 
fund  of  the  major  portion  of  your  on 
dowment  to  you  if  you  move—  or  to 
your  estate.  Why  "give  away"  your 
life  savings0  An  early  reservation 
freezes  your  endowment  cost  and 
looks  in  your  residence  location 
__  and  selection. 


ry  Ways 
/ to  set 
LYourself 
Free 
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For  the 
Freedom  of 
Independence 

Come  and  go  as  you 
please... with  your  own 
car  or  the  conveniently 
scheduled  transporta¬ 
tion  for  shopping, 
doctor’s  visits,  church, 
classes  and  special  events. 
Periodic  housekeeping  services 
can  be  arranged,  to  lighten  your 
household  chores  so  you  will  have 
more  time  to  enjoy  life  the 
"Life  Plan"  way. 

Freedom  for  Social 
Involvement 

A  "Life  Plan"  community  offers  a 
splendid  cam  pus- like  facility  for  a 
refined  retirement  which  sets  you  free 
from  home  maintenance  and  upkeep 
free  to  entertain,  free  to  learn  a  new 
craft,  or  free  to  simply  relax. 

Credibility. ..for  Freedom 
and  Security 
Each  "Life-Plan  retirement  community 
is  designed  for  persons  of  all  faiths,  and 
sponsored  by  concerned,  non-profit 
organizations,  whose  primary  purpose 
is  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  the 
residents.  Look  into  "Life- Plan  "...it’s 
a  retirement  plan  you  can  lii'e  with. 

1720  S.  Edmonds  Lane 
Lewisville,  Texas  75067 

□  Please  send  me  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  "Life-Plan”  retirement 
at  Oak  Creek. 

NAME _ AGE _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ 

TELEPHONE 


: 


. STATE . 


ZIP  _ 


i  Oak  C  reek  Retirement  (  ampuv 
1720  S  Edmonds  Une  __ 
Lewisville.  Texas  75067  PI 
I  (214)4.16  1571  UMt 


“We  have  come  to  help  Christians  in 
the  United  States  perceive  the  realities 
as  we  see  these  realities,”  said  Bishop 
Ulises  Hernandez,  Mexico’s  Methodist 
bishop,  during  a  meeting  in  Rhode 
Island.  “We,  the  Protestant  church 
leaders  in  Latin  America,  are  very 
frustrated  by  what  is  going  on.  We  have 
always  understood  the  United  States  to 
be  a  Christian  nation  on  the  vanguard  of 
freedom,  democracy  and  justice.  How 
come  you  are  not  operating  that  way?” 

Interventionism  highlighted 

Bishop  Secundino  Morales  of  the 
Panama  Methodist  Church  said  the 
team’s  model  was  “to  highlight  the  fact 
of  foreign  intervention,  especially  from 
the  U.S.  government  in  order  to  alter  the 
course  of  events  in  our  countries  and 
make  them  favorable  to  the  operations  of 
favorite  U.S.  businesses  and 
international  corporations  which 
contribute  to  the  impoverishment  of  our 
peoples. 

“What  is  at  stake  is  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  people,”  he  said.  “It  is  not 
only  about  bananas  or  oil  or  the  Panama 
Canal.  Our  peoples  for  whom  Christ  died 
are  being  eliminated  slowly  by  hunger  or 
quickly  by  bullets,”  he  said. 

“We  insist  that  unless  the  countries  are 
allowed  self-determination  to  search  for 
their  own  solutions  this  situation  will 
continue  unchanged,”  he  said  in  his 
telephone  report.  “Let  the  countries 
choose  their  own  economic  and  social 
systems.  Let  the  countries  make  their 
own  systemic  reforms.” 

The  plea  of  the  team  in  a  San  Antonio 
visit  was  for  “North  Americans  to  be 
alert  to  the  new  expressions  of  the  Gospel 
which  are  enabling  the  Christian 
churches  in  their  lands  to  champion  the 
needs  of  the  poor  and  to  proclaim  fullness 
of  life  for  all  men  and  women,” 
according  to  a  story  in  the  Southwest 
Texas  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

A  portion  of  many  presentations 
included  a  new  audio-visual  produced  by 
Global  Ministries.  The  filmstrip,  “El 
Salvador:  Via  Dolorosa,  Via  Victoriosa,” 
features  pictures  said  to  have  been  taken 


by  Fred  Bronkema,  a  former 
Presbyterian  missionary  now  living  in 
New  Jersey,  which  depict  the  mutilated 
bodies  of  what  were  allegedly  hundreds 
of  peasants  killed  by  the  army  last 
December  in  Morazan  Province. 

Elections  assessed 

An  assessment  of  the  El  Salvador 
election  was  given  by  Bishop  Paulo 
Ayres  Mattos  of  Brazil,  president  of  the 
Council  of  Evangelical  Methodist 
Churches  in  Latin  America  (CIEMAL) : 

“I  would  say  that  it  was  a  very  unfair 
election  in  El  Salvador.  You  cannot 
confuse  democracy  and  free  elections.  I 
think  people  are  ready,  they  believe  in 
democracy,  they  covet  free  elections,  but 
I  think  the  election  has  been  a  very 
dangerous  mistake." 

He  said  the  elections  were  “not  fair” 
because  the  opposition  Left  could  not  be 
in  the  election  —  out  of  fear  for  their  lives 
—  and  that  there  was  “a  lot  of 
intimidation”  against  the  people  from 
the  army  and  “not  just  from  the 
liberation  movements.” 

Bishop  Mattos  said  CIEMAL  will  be 
trying  to  support  negotiation  among  the 
different  El  Salvador  groups  and  that 
“this  is  the  only  way  to  overcome  the 
political  crisis,  like  in  Zimbabwe.” 

His  view  was  shared  by  Ms.  Boots, 
who  told  the  mission  directors  her 
personal  evaluation  was  that  the  election 
polarized  and  thus  “hardened”  the 
political  situation,  undermined  the 
Christian  Democratic  Party  of  President 
Duarte,  and  thus  put  the  U.S.  in  a  more 
difficult  position. 

This  view  of  the  election  was  expanded 
by  Arnaldo  Ramos,  a  spokesperson  in  the 
U.S.  for  the  Democratic  Revolutionary 
Front  in  El  Salvador.  He  said,  “The 
election  has  turned  out  to  legitimize  the 
right  wing  ‘fascist’  forces”  of  Major 
D’Aubuisson,  who  has  been  linked  to  the 
killing  of  Archbishop  Oscar  Romero. 

Mr.  Ramos  charged  the  large  election 
turnout  was  “the  result  of  fear  as 
government  employees  and  company 
employees  could  not  pick  up  their 
paychecks  until  they  had  voted.” 


Conch  shell  signals  Easter  sunrise 
KAILUA,  Hawaii  —  The  annual  Easter  Sunrise  Service  of  the  Windward  Coalition 
of  Churches  here  opens  with  the  blowing  of  a  conch  shell.  The  coalition  sponsors  many 
ecumenical  events.  The  group  includes  churches  from  the  United  Methodist,  United 
Church  of  Christ,  Episcopalian,  Disciples  of  Christ,  Presbyterian  and  Lutheran 
traditions.  photo  by  John  goodwin 

Group  lauds  formula 
company’s  code  decision 


March,  the  Nicaragua  government 
declared  a  30-day  state  of  emergency 
following  border  attacks  it  linked  to  U.S.- 
supported  opponents. 

The  CEPAD  letter  also  regrets  “the 
moral  and,  possibly,  the  direct  backing 
which  the  American  government  has 
given  and  continues  to  provide,  to  groups 
who  have  the  clearly  expressed  purpose 
of  destroying  our  government  and 
preventing  it  from  carrying  out  its 
programs,  which  benefit  the  great 
majority.” 

It  also  defends  the  Nicaraguan 
government’s  relocation  of  thousands  of 
Miskito  Indians  who  live  near  the 
country’s  border  with  Honduras.  Earlier, 
that  action  was  criticized  by  the  U.S. 
government  and  Nicaragua’s  Roman 
Catholic  bishops.  The  bishops’  statement 
has  since  drawn  strong  criticism  from 
some  other  parts  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

U.S.  Christians  are  urged  in  the 
CEPAD  letter  to  "persuade  your 
government  to  cease  from  its  aggressive 
policy  towards  Nicaragua  and  to  direct 
its  actions  toward  achieving  justice.” 
They  are  also  asked  to  “intercede  before 
our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  people  of 
Nicaragua,  for  its  government”  and  “for 
us  Christians  who  have  had  full 
opportunity  to  shape  the  destiny  of  our 
country." 


Baptists  6 invade 9  by  air 


PRYOR,  Okla.  (BP)  -  Some  of 
Pryor’s  United  Methodists  will  be 
listening  in  church  to  see  if  voices  will 
come  from  the  walls  again.  They  did 
recently. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Kirby  had  just 
opened  his  sermon  when  the  strains  of 
“Amazing  Grace”  were  heard 
throughout  the  United  Methodist 
sanctuary. 

He  tried  to  turn  down  the  amplifier 
and  continue  his  sermon,  but  the 
voices  returned  —  still  singing. 

Finally,  he  turned  the  public 
address  system  off  and  continued  in 
the  old-fashioned  way  —  without 
electronic  help. 

Mr.  Kirby  and  members  of  the 
congregation  recognized  the  singing 
voices  as  those  of  the  Baptists  down 


the  street. 

Every  Sunday,  local  radio  station 
KMYZ  broadcasts  the  11  a.m.  service 
from  First  Baptist  Church. 
Apparently,  weather  conditions, 
humidity,  frequency  modifications, 
birds  on  the  high  lines  —  or  something 
—  caused  the  Baptist  service  to  go 
directly  into  the  public  address 
system  of  the  United  Methodist 
congregation. 

“We  would  be  happy  to  provide  that 
service  every  Sunday  and  give 
Brother  Kirby  a  rest,”  laughed 
Forrest  Jackson,  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church. 

One  member,  asked  what  Mr.  Kirby 
was  preaching  about,  thought  for  a 
moment  and  replied,  “I’m  not  sure.  I 
think  it  was  sin.  And  he’s  against  it.” 


INDIANAPOLIS  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodism’s  Infant  Formula  Task  Force 
has  commended  Nestle,  world’s  largest 
supplier  of  infant  formula,  for 
announcing  policies  and  guidelines  to 
comply  with  the  World  Health 
Organization’s  code  for  marketing 
breast-milk  substitutes. 

Meeting  here  April  2-3,  the  task  force, 
which  has  been  in  talks  with  Nestle  for 
almost  a  year,  said  the  guidelines  for 
voluntary  compliance  announced  March 
16  expressed  clearly  “the  company’s 
respect  for  the  WHO  code”  and  that  “as 
the  first  major  company  to  take  this 
position  forthrightly  Nestle  has  assumed 
an  important  leadership  role  within  the 
infant  formula  industry.” 

The  task  force  said  “the  promise 
represented  by  the  new  Nestle  guidelines 
can  move  toward  fulfillment  through  the 
continued  openness  of  the  company  to 
suggestions  for  improvement  and 
through  its  declared  intention  to 
implement  the  guidelines  vigorously” 
toward  that  end. 

Nestle’s  publicly-announced  decision 
regarding  formation  of  an  independent 
commission  to  audit  its  observance  of  the 
guidelines  "is  an  especially  welcome 
development.” 

The  task  force  also  accepted  with 
“deep  regret”  the  resignation  of  a  key 
member,  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of 
the  Indianapolis  Area,  who  said  that  as 
the  newly-elected  president  of  the 


Peace  issues  addressed 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Billy  Graham’s 
announcement  that  he  will  address  a 
peace  conference  in  the  Soviet  Union 
next  month  drew  praise  last  week  from 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

The  praise  was  one  of  several 
expressions  related  to  peace  issues  from 
the  board  of  directors  at  its  semi-annual, 
policy-making  meeting  here. 

The  Moscow  conference  will  be 
attended  by  representatives  from 
mainline  Protestant  churches  as  well  as 
other  denominations  around  the  world. 
But  Mr.  Graham’s  participation  attracts 
the  attention  of  a  lot  of  Christians  who 
may  not  ordinarily  relate  their  faith  to 
the  issue  of  worldwide  peace,  said  the 
Rev.  John  Love,  a  director  from  Central 
New  York  Annual  Conference,  when  he 
introduced  a  resolution  from  the  floor 
during  the  board’s  final  session. 

Mr.  Graham’s  participation  “will  help 
achieve  the  major  goal  of  the  conference 
which  is  to  build  confidence  and  trust 
between  peoples  and  nations,"  the 
approved  resolution  stated. 

“We  pledge  to  him  and  the  other 
distinguished  participants  our  continued 
prayers  and  efforts  toward  that  goal 
which  we  share,”  the  resolution 
continued. 


In  another  action,  the  board  advocated 
that  the  United  States  and  Soviet  Union 
adopt  a  mutual  freeze  on  the  testing, 
production  and  deployment  of  nuclear 
weapons  and  of  missiles  and  new  aircraft 
designed  primarily  to  deliver  nuclear 
weapons. 

The  directors  stated  that  the  arms  race 
not  only  threatens  God’s  people  with  a 
holocaust  but  it  diverts  billions  of  dollars 
from  programs  and  investments 
“designed  to  affirm  life  rather  than 
destroy  it.”  The  directors  called  United 
Methodists’  attention  to  the  “great 
political  power”  held  in  nations  by  arms 
manufacturers  because  of  their 
contribution  of  jobs,  profits  and  a 
positive  effect  on  a  nation’s  balance  of 
payments. 

The  directors  —  at  least  one  from  each 
annual  conference  —  reaffirmed  the  UM 
General  Conference’s  support  of  the 
United  Nations  but  stated  they  are 
“appalled  by  the  inability  of  the  United 
Nations  Committee  on  Disarmament  to 
come  to  agreement  on  the  formulation  of 
a  treaty  on  the  complete  prohibition  of 
the  development,  production  and 
stockpiling  of  all  chemical  weapons  and 
of  their  destruction.” 

The  statement  was  prompted  by 
concerns  expressed  at  the  board  meeting 
last  fall  about  the  mounting  evidence 
that  the  Soviet  Union  is  producing  a 
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for  more  Information,  write: 
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UMs  offer  post-storm  help 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
PARIS,  Texas  —  Even  before  this 
stunned  town  of  26,000  in  Northeast 
Texas  had  begun  to  pick  up  the  pieces 
after  a  killer  tornado  ripped  through  its 
north  side,  United  Methodists  had  taken 
their  first  offering  to  help  the  survivors. 

“We  had  already  scheduled  a  district 
celebration  that  night  (April  2),”  said  the 
Rev.  Gary  Regan,  the  Paris-Sulphur 
Springs  district  superintendent  “We 
went  ahead  with  it  and  took  up  a  special 
offering.  We  sent  the  barbecue  we’d 
ordered  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  when  we 
heard  they’d  run  out  of  food.” 

He  said  the  some  75  persons  who 
showed  up  for  the  night  meeting,  in  spite 
of  the  afternoon  twister,  chipped  in  $250 
in  cash  for  the  unscheduled  offering. 


Two  members  of  Calvary  UMC  in 
Paris,  Vera  Cross  and  Molly  Pomroy, 
were  killed.  The  homes  of  12  members  of 
that  congregation  were  completely 
destroyed,  Mr.  Regan  reported.  Mt.  Zion, 
which  had  roof  damage,  was  the  only  UM 
church  building  touched  by  the  storrh  in 
Paris. 

Mr.  Regan  said  churches  in  his  district 
are  organizing  an  inter-faith  team  to  help 
area  residents  not  only  with  material 
needs,  but  with  emotional  support  “after 
the  rescue  squads  all  leave.”  He  said 
ministers  in  the  area  will  get  special 
training  on  how  to  help  storm  survivors 
through  the  grief  which  commonly 
follows  such  disasters. 

Other  tornadoes  caused  damage  and  loss 
of  life  in  Arkansas  the  same  afternoon. 


Planning  a  Summer  Trip? 
or 

Looking  for  a  Place  to  Camp? 

Try  the  new  modern 

V»rl«o  Ewing  R«tr«at  Center 

Located: 

7  miles  south  of  Rock  Island,  IL, 
close  to  the  mighty  Mississippi. 
Facilities  include: 

Large  kitchen  and  dining  room 
Sleeps  32  males  and  32  females 
Modern  bathrooms  with  showers. 
$6  per  person— $100  minimum. 
Many  cultural  and  recreational  at¬ 
tractions  in  the  area.  1 
For  information  contact: 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
1820  5th  Ave.,  Rock  Island,  IL  61201 
Phone:  (309)  788-9384 


National  Council  of  Churches  “I  find 
myself  in  a  position  that  appears  to 
reflect  a  conflict  of  interest.” 

The  council  is  one  of  several  church 
groups  (including  about  30  UM  annual 
conferences  and  two  national  boards) 
that  back  an  international  boycott  of 
Nestle  because  of  its  alleged  promotional 
practices  regarding  formula  in  Third 
World  countries.  The  United  Methodist 
task  force  has  not  endorsed  the  boycott. 

The  NCC  head  noted  “as  president  of 
an  ecumenical  organization  that  has 
endorsed  the  boycott  I  do  not  feel  free  to 
wear  two  hats  that  appear  to  be  in 
tension.”  He  said  that  as  NCC  president 
he  would  be  going  to  Nestle  headquarters 
in  Switzerland  April  16  to  discuss  with 
corporate  officials  their  guidelines  and 
NCC  concerns. 
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Billy  Graham  gets  salute  for  stand 


poison  referred  to  as  “yellow  rain” 
which  is  being  used  against  insurgents  in 
Afghanistan,  Southeast  Asia,  Yemen  and 
Eritrea. 

A  two-page  statement  adopted  by  the 
board  referred  to  the  “yellow  rain” 
charges  and  to  the  United  States’  use  of 
defoliants  in  Vietnam.  It  condemns  the 
use  of  such  weapons  as  “particularly 
inhumane  and  indiscriminate.” 

It  also  urges  the  United  States  to 
abandon  its  recent  decision  “to 
manufacture  chemical  weapons  and  to 
join  work  for  a  chemical  treaty. 

“We  urge  all  nations  including  the 
Soviet  Union  to  admit  United  Nations 
inspection  teams  to  allow  on-site 
inspection  of  alleged  development, 
manufacture  and  use  of  chemical  and 
biological  weapons.” 


COME  TO  THE 

1982  WORLD'S  FAIR 

AND  STAY  WITH  CHRISTIANS. 

Knoxville  Christians  are  opening  their 
homes  to  you  during  the  fair 


'He  knows  how 
to  pray' 


•V 


Thoso  important  words  accompanied 
tha  superintendent's  plea  for  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  young  ASHOK  KUMAR  SINGH, 
pictured  above.  Ashok  has  been  praying 
for  a  sponsor  and  feels  confident  the 
Lord  will  meet  his  request.  His  mother 
dlod  when  he  was  only  three  years  old. 
His  father  Is  terribly  poor. 

SPONSORSHIP  CAN  BE  A 
REWARDING  EXPERIENCE 

You  could  sponsor  Ashok  of  India  or 
another  child  of  great  need.  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN  INC.  has  a  sponsorship  pro¬ 
gram  of  61  Christian  orphanages  located 
in  12  countries.  The  cost?  Only  $13  a 
month  —  less  than  44(  a  day  I 

Donations  to  WCI  are  tax  deductible 
and  sponsors  receive  a  copy  of  the  audit 
which  indicates  88.1  percent  of  all  funds 
received  In  1981  were  sent  for  the  chil¬ 
dren's  needs.  The  children  are  fed  spir¬ 
itually  as  well  as  physically. 

Sponsors  can  write  "their"  children  If 
they  wish.  So  many  Items  are  shared 
through  correspondence:  pictures,  reports 
on  the  children's  progress  and  news  from 
the  orphanages  overseas.  Each  sponsor 
receives  full  Information  on  "their"  child: 
name,  address,  photo,  case  history. 

Would  you  be  the  answer  to  a  child's 
prayer?  Would  you  like  to  be  the  means 
of  bringing  about  blessings  in  a  child's 
life? 

Please  write  today: 


wish  to  sponsor  o  child  where 
the  need  is  greolest 
Enclosed  Is  payment  lor  first 


Ite  to:  Mrs.  Coral  A.  Ivey,  Director,  P.O.  Box 
W7».  Winter  Haven.  PL  13 MO. 
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ence  Reports 
soon  to  all  delegates 


Vinton  begins 
new  building 

The  first  peg  and  line  to  start  the  layout  of  the  new  Vinton 
United  Methodist  Church  structure  were  set  in  place  on  the 
morning  of  March  9. 

Materials  have  since  been  brought  to  the  site  and  work  is 
underway. 

The  new  sanctuary  and  education  building  will  be  erected  on 
the  location  of  the  old  church,  demolished  to  make  way  for  the 
new  construction. 

Contractor  for  the  project  is  Hyatt  Construction  Company  of 
Lake  Charles  and  Paul  B.  Ritter  of  Lake  Charles  is  architect. 

The  church  is  currently  holding  services  in  the  Vinton  Church 
of  the  Nazarene.  A  new  building  fund  is  underway  with  a  total  of 
some  531,000  and  a  memorial  fund  for  furnishings  has  been 
started. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot  is  pastor. 


North  Highland 
Handbells  rings 


Handbells  are  an  added  special  in  any  church. 

Their  unique  beauty  is  special  to  all  who  hear  the  tones  and  a 
handbell  choir’s  unity  is  often  astounding. 

North  Highlands  United  Methodist  Church  is  very  proud  of 
their  handbell  choir  that  performs  on  special  occasions  as  an 
added  part  of  the  Sunday  worship  service. 

Under  the  direction  of  Bob  Kennedy,  the  members  are,  from 
left,  (back  row)  David  Corley,  Kinney  Brookings,  Frannie 
Brookings  and  Gary  Eddy. 

Also  in  the  choir  are  Gregory  Corley,  Daphne  Strickland, 
Karen  Hall  and  Lynda  Land. 


(fhrisfian 


Mrs.  Lou  Ellen  Brown,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Robert  N.  Brown, 
died  March  20.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  fulltime  local  pastor  who  serves 
the  Wesley  Ray,  Live  Oak,  Mary’s  Chapel  and  Harry’s  Chapel 
churches  in  the  New  Orleans/Slidell  District. 


Boulevard,  expected  for  the  end  of  April. 

The  report  is  a  compilation  of  reports 
from  all  the  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
church,  together  with  a  conference 
agenda  and  instructions  to  all  delegates. 

The  reports  will  be  mailed  directly  to 
delegates  this  year.  The  reason  for 
delegates  receiving  the  reports'is  so  that 
delegates  to  the  conference  can  be 
prepared  for  discussions  and  sessions  of 
the  conference.  The  report  is  sent  out 
early  for  the  information  of  delegates 
attending  pre-conference  training  sessions 


Linda  Heard 

As  the  date  of  Annual  Conference 
approaches,  the  Area  Offices  are 
preparing  one  of  the  most  valuable  tools 
within  the  conference’s  collection  of 
materials. 

The  pre-conference  reports  are  in  the 
process  of  being  set,  printed  and 
compiled  for  distribution  to  delegates 
and  pastors  by  the  end  of  April. 

The  reports  will  be  mailed  somewhat 
earlier  this  year  due  to  the  move  of  the 
Area  Offices  to  the  new  location  on  North 


From  Acapulco,  Mexico 


New  World  Missioner  speaks  at  Oakdale 


The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Oakdale  was  honored  and  privileged  to 
have  a  New  World  Mission  spend  the 
week  of  March  7  through  11  preaching, 
teaching,  counseling  and  visiting  in 
homes,  the  church,  school,  civic  clubs, 
nursing  homes  and  other  community 
functions. 

The  missioner  was  the  33-year-old 
Wenceslao  Valerio,  a  native  Methodist 
minister  from  Acapulco,  Mexico. 

:  Valerio  is  a  member  of  the  Central 
Mexican  Conference  and  is  into  his  third 
year  of  service  in  Acapulco  and  has 
succeeded  in  establishing  two  new 


churches  and  three  new  preaching 
points. 

His  goal  is  to  establish  ten  new 
churches  in  ten  years. 

Valerio  won  the  undying  love  of  the 
Oakdale  community  through  his  charm, 
his  spirit,  his  sincerity  and  his  Christian 
faith. 

The  New  World  Mission  is  an  exciting 
new  concept  in  Christian  Outreach  that  is 
designed  to  give  to  persons  the  idea  of 
and  a  passion  for  a  Christian  World. 

Combining  preaching,  teaching  and 
sharing,  the  mission  uses  these 
approaches  in  communicating  the  vision 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 


The  concept  also  involves  bringing  25 
native  ministers  from  various  countries 
around  the  world  to  spent  a  month  in  the 
United  States,  going  to  three  different 
churches  for  a  one-week  visit. 

The  Oakdale  church  heartily 
recommends  the  concept  to  every  local 
church  in  the  Conference.  It  provided  the 
means  for  involving  more  people  at  one 
time  in  a  concerted  church  effort  than 
anything  the  Oakdale  church  has  ever 
done. 

The  Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  pastor,  said 
the  experience  opened  new  areas  of 
understanding  for  the  church. 

“It  has  given  our  people  a  new 


understanding  of  the  work  of  the  World 
Service  dollar  as  they  experienced  for 
themselves  a  product  of  the  mission 
program  of  the  church,”  he  said. 

“And  it  gave  a  new  understanding  to 
what  it  means  to  be  a  Methodist  united 
with  fellow  Methodists  around  the 
world.” 

Any  church  interested  in  participating 
in  this  program  can  secure  the  necessary 
materials  from  the  Discipleship 
Resources  Catalog  published  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  or  by  writing  to 
Eddie  Fox,  director.  New  World  Mission, 
Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  TN  37202-0840. 


Send  P.  ().  Form  3579  to  Box  221076  Dallas.  Tx.  75222 


Irene  Davis 


The  Rev.  Wenceslao  Valerio  preaches  in  a  mission. 


Dillard  choir  makes  tour 


Dillard  University’s  Concert  Choir 
opened  its  1982  choir  tour  with 
performances  in  Houston,  Texas  at  the 
10th  Anniversary  Celebration  of  the  High 
School  for  the  Medical  Profession  and 
Paune  Chapel  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  site  of  the  main 
performance. 

Before  returning  home,  the  40-voice 
choir  performed  March  26  at  Lake 
Charles  at  the  Washington  High  School, 
the  Marion  High  School  and  the  Trinity 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Lafayette,  on  the  same  day. 

March  27  saw  the  choir  at  the  New  Zion 
Baptist  Church  in  Eunice  for  a  cultural 
attraction  sponsored  by  the  Positive 
Enrichment  Club.  March  28,  the  choir 
performed  at  the  Holy  Ghost  Catholic 
Church  in  Opelousas. 

After  the  first  phase,  the  choir 
returned  home  before  taking  to  the  road 


for  appearances  at  Capital  High  School 
and  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Shreveport  was  the  next  stop  on  the 
singing  tour,  with  the  choir  then  moving 
on  to  New  Hope  Baptist  Church  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  with  concerts  at  three  area  high 
schools  the  following  day. 

The  choir  moved  north  to  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
and  the  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Florissant,  Mo.  The  choir  then 
went  to  Chicago,  Ill.  to  sing  at  Walls 
Memorial  Christian  Church. 

The  choir  then  went  to  the 
Weatherspoon  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  and  later  to  the 
Plymouth  Congregational  United  Church 
of  Christ  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Before  ending  the  tour,  director  S. 
Carver  Davenport  took  the  choir  to 
Morehouse  College  and  the  New  Hope 
Baptist  Church  of  Meridian,  Miss. 


book  before  the  delegates  see  the  finished 
product. 

Reports  from  the  various  committees, 
councils  and  agencies  of  the  church  are 
sent  to  the  Area  Offices  by  April  1. 

From  there,  Carolyn  Powell  sets  the 
reports  on  the  IBM  Composer.  With  more 
than  20  extra  pages  this  year,  Carolyn 
has  her  work  cut  out  for  her,  typing  the 
over  90  pages  used  in  the  report. 

Using  an  offset-style  press,  Irene 
•pavis  prints  the  pages  and  cover  sheets 
used  for  the  bulletin,  plus  other 
urograms  and  bulletins  for  the  meetings 
at  Annual  Conference. 

Linda  Heard  begins  collating  the 
numerous  sheets,  matching  12  pages  at 
the  time.  After  Linda  finishes  the  several 
runs  of  the  collator,  each  stack  of  twelve 
must  then  be  compiled  by  hand  into  the 
finished  product. 

The  total  number  of  reports  printed  at 
the  offices  will  number  near  1,500,  with 
just  over  1,000  being  mailed  to  the 
delegates. 

Being  a  larger  book,  this  year’s  pre¬ 
conference  report  will  take  27  cases  of 
paper  to  prepare,  with  5,000  sheets  per 
case.  For  the  1,500  copies,  3,000  sheets  of 
green  cover  stock  are  used. 

After  the  books  have  been  set,  printed 
and  collated,  they  will  be  stapled  and 
stuffed  into  manila  envelopes  for 
mailing. 

Time,  effort  and  cooperation  go  into 
making  this  document  one  of  the  most 
important  pieces  of  information  for  the 
Annual  Conference  delegate,  especially 
for  the  first-time  delegate. 


in  each  district,  and  the  bulletin  is  a 
valuable  asset  at  these  sessions. 

With  the  deadline  for  the  report  and  the 
expected  move  hitting  the  office  at  the 
same  time,  the  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland, 
director  of  program  for  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  says  things  can  get 
a  little  sticky. 

“It’s  a  real  trick  to  get  moved  and  print 
this  report  at  the  same  time,”  he  says. 

There  is  no  trick  involved  in  the 
printing  of  the  pre-conference  report. 
Much  work  and  cooperation  go  into  the 


Carolyn  Powell 


PRE-CONFERENCE 

REPORTS 

PLEASE  READ  PRIOR  TO  OISTRICT  TRAINING  SESSION 
BRING  TO  CONFERENCE  SESSION 


Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 
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Editorials Letters  to  the  Editor 


Tiling  charges’;  A  rarely  used  but  valid 
part  of  our  church’s  accountability  process 


Bishops  must  realize  limitations 


There  are  several  ways  to  view  the 
news  that  formal  charges  have  been  filed 
against  United  Methodist  Bishop  Melvin 
Wheatley  Jr.  of  Denver  by  the  pastor  and 
88  members  of  three  small  churches  in 
Georgia  for  “the  dissemination  of 
doctrines  contrary  to  the  established 
standards  of  doctrine  of  the  church”  (see 
UMR,  March  26  and  elsewhere  in  this 
issue).  Many  persons  see  cause  for 
rejoicing  in  this  development.  Others 
consider  it  potentially  catastrophic. 

We  believe  it  is  best  seen  in  less  dramatic 
terms.  It  is  one  rarely  used  part  of  an  or¬ 
derly  process  by  which  United  Methodist 
Christians  may  hold  one  another  account¬ 
able  to  the  norms  of  our  faith. 

The  circumstances  which  have  led  to 
the  charges  against  Bishop  Wheatley  are 
clearly  unusual.  He  staged  a  visible,  but 
largely  silent  protest  against  the  Council 
of  Bishops’  reaffirmation  of  the  UMC’s 
stance  that  homosexual  behavior  is 
"incompatible  with  Christian  teaching” 
at  the  1980  General  Conference.  That 
position  was  also  reaffirmed  by  the 
General  Conference  delegates.  In  what 
appeared  to  many  to  be  defiance  of  that 
position  last  fall.  Bishop  Wheatley 
provided  a  new  ministerial  appointment 
for  a  self-identified  homosexual  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  20). 

Bishop  Wheatley  has  subsequently 
defended  his  action  on  several  grounds, 
including  his  interpretation  of  biblical 
teaching,  church  law,  knowledge  gained 
from  secular  research  and  close 
personal  experience.  Among  other 
things,  he  said  in  a  letter  to  ministers  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference, 
over  which  he  presides:  “I  clearly  do  not 


believe  that  homosexuality  is  a  sin"  (see 
UMR,  March  5). 

Bishop  Wheatley’s  action  and  his 
justification  for  it  provoked  a  variety  of 
heated  reactions  across  the  church,  and 
they  have  continued.  If  anything,  the 
controversy  has  escalated  during  the 
past  two  months.  It  has  led  to  the  group 
of  United  Methodists  in  Georgia 
resorting  to  the  procedure  provided  by 
our  ‘‘Book  of  Discipline”  for  resolving 
such  controversies  when  all  other  efforts 
fail:  the  filing  of  one  or  more  formal 
charges  from  among  those  prescribed  in 
Paragraph  2621  of  the  “Discipline.” 

A  Committee  on  Investigation, 
functioning  more  or  less  like  a  grand 
jury,  is  responsible  for  conducting  a 
hearing  in  which  the  accused  and 
accusers  are  brought  face-to-face,  and 
the  charges  and  evidence  are  considered. 
The  committee  may  lay  aside  the 
charges  if  the  evidence  is  deemed  insuf¬ 
ficient.  It  may  schedule  a  church  trial  if 
the  evidence  so  warrants.  The  committee 
may  even  vote  to  suspend  the  accused 
from  office  pending  a  church  trial. 

These  procedures  are  designed  both  to 
insure  “due  process,”  and  to  minimize 
the  harm  experienced  by  all  persons 
involved,  and  by  the  church  as  an 
institution. 

This  procedure  offers  Bishop  Wheatley 
a  forum  in  which  to  challenge  the  official 
stance  of  our  denomination  on  an  issue 
which  has  been  the  source  of  continuing 
disagreement  for  more  than  a  decade, 
and  about  which  he  has  demonstrated 
very  strong  feelings  and  convictions. 

At  the  same  time,  those  who  earnestly 
believe  that  Bishop  Wheatley’s  views 


Charge  ‘right’  for  testing  actions 
against  norms  of  Christian  truth 


regarding  homosexual  behavior  and 
Bible-interpretation  are  contrary  both  to 
Scripture  and  to  our  church’s  established 
standards  of  doctrine,  are  provided  an 
opportunity  to  make  their  case. 

It  is  proper  that  this  procedure  should 
be  used  only  as  a  “last  resort."  The 
extreme  rarity  of  its  use,  however,  may 
also  suggest  that,  in  our  desire  to  be 
tolerant  of  differing  views,  we,  as  a 
church,  may  have  become  overly 
reluctant  to  hold  one  another 
accountable  as  John  Wesley  urged  early 
members  of  his  Methodist  societies  to  do. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  specter  of  a  “witch 
hunt”  will  not  be  raised  as  the  charges 
against  Bishop  Wheatley  are  considered. 
If  our  church’s  Disciplinary  process  is 
followed,  we  can  trust  those  involved  to 
avoid  any  movement  in  that  direction. 

We  do  not  envy  the  Jurisdictional 
Committee  on  Investigation  which  must 
weigh  the  competing  contentions  of 
Bishop  Wheatley  and  those  who  stand  as 
his  accusers.  Should  a  church  trial  subse¬ 
quently  result,  those  responsible  for 
deciding  whether  or  not  the  bishop  is 
guilty  of  disseminating  “doctrines 
contrary  to  the  established  standards  of 
doctrine  of  the  church”  would  face  an 
even  less  enviable  task. 

We  would  do  well  to  remember  in  our 
prayers  each  of  those  who  are  involved  in 
this  controversy.  Difficult  as  it  may  be, 
given  the  way  positions  tend  to  be 
hardened  in  the  midst  of  highly 
emotional  conflicts,  we  should  recall  that 
there  are  no  non-Christians  in  this  mix. 
All  parties  are  acting  on  the  basis  of  what 
they  understand  to  be  Christian 
convictions.  And  we  should  recall  that 
this  process,  like  our  nation’s  civil  law, 
presumes  that  an  accused  person  is 
innocent  until  proven  otherwise. 


The  charge  against  Bishop  Melvin 
Wheatley  boils  down  to  that  of  “heresy” 
(see  preceding  editorial).  We  should  not 
recoil  at  the  mere  mention  of  that  word. 
We  should  be  grateful  to  those  who  have 
gone  before  us  within  the  church  for 
daring  to  confront  difficult  questions  and 
to  establish  norms  for  Christian  behavior, 
including  the  declaration  that  some  views 
are  heretical.  Christianity  literally  would 
not  have  survived  its  early  years  and  be¬ 
come  a  worldwide  religion  without  the 
development  of  such  norms. 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  not  forget 
that  numerous  church  reformers  — 
among  them  Galileo,  Martin  Luther  and 
John  Wesley  —  were  also  accused  of 
heresy,  and  eventually  vindicated. 

It  is  never  pleasant  when  an  open 
confrontation  occurs  between  Christians. 
When  confrontations  do  occur,  however, 
it  is  important  that  they  be  used  to  serve 
a  redemptive  purpose.  If  anything  of 
benefit  to  the  church  and  the  cause  of 
truth  is  to  result  from  the  leveling  of 
formal  charges  against  Bishop 
Wheatley,  we  believe  his  accusers  have 
chosen  the  proper  charge  on  which  to 
stake  their  claim. 

If  the  object  was  simply  to  “hang”  the 
bishop,  a  case  against  his  actions  likely 
could  be  made  more  easily  on  some 
narrow  point  of  church  law.  A  verdict 
limited  to  determining  whether  or  not  the 
bishop  has  violated  the  letter  of  church 
law,  however,  might  avoid  altogether 
dealing  with  the  question  of  Christian 
truth,  and  how  we  know  it. 

Nothing  of  value  equal  to  the 
potentially  destructive  effects  of  a 
church  trial  could  result  from  a  purely 
legal  exercise,  since  the  issues  at  stake 
are  primarily  doctrinal,  not  legal.  They 
concern  on  one  level  whether  or  not 
homosexual  behavior  is  always  and  auto¬ 
matically  immoral.  At  an  even  deeper 
level  they  concern  whether  or  not  the 


Bible  is  still  our  church’s  primary 
authority  in  the  development  of  doctrine, 
and  if  so,  how  biblical  teaching  and  other 
sources  of  revelation  are  to  be  related  in 
the  determination  and  maintenance  of 
Christian  norms. 

The  contentions  of  fundamentalists 
notwithstanding,  no  church  accepts  and 
follows  every  edict  contained  in  the 
Bible.  If  we  were  to  do  so,  we  would 
affirm  both  polygamy  and  slavery,  we 
would  disallow  women  from  exercising 
any  type  of  leadership  roles  in  the 
church,  and  we  would  largely  bring 
activity  in  our  society  to  a  halt  each 
Saturday  (the  Jewish  sabbath). 

God’s  Word  is  eternal  and  unchanging. 
Human  understanding  and  transmission 
of  it  are  not.  The  church’s  traditional 
understanding  of  one  form  of  sexual 
behavior  —  homosexuality  —  is  being 
called  into  question  by  Bishop  Wheatley. 
If  that  understanding  can  be  shown  to  be 
wrong  in  light  of  new  knowledge,  th'en  the 
church  should  adjust  its  doctrinal  and 
ethical  norms  accordingly,  just  as  it  has 
done  with  respect  to  slavery  and  a  variety 
of  other  issues.  If  traditional  Christian 
teaching  remains  valid  that  homosexual 
behavior  is  a  social  and  ethical  aberration 
from  God’s  creative  intention  for  human 
life  —  as  we  continue  to  believe  —  the 
church  should  not  fear  that  view  being  sub¬ 
jected  to  vigorous  critical  scrutiny. 


Access  1 982 

Our  church  cares 
opening  its  doors 
to  all  who  will  come: 
parishioner  and  priest, 
artist  and  tentmaker, 
judge  and  accused, 
pensioner  and  philanthropist, 
streetfolk  and  landlords, 
quarterback  and  quadriplegic, 
learned,  the  learning, 
anguished,  elated, 
smooth,  wrinkled, 
idle,  industrious, 
judgmental,  permissive, 
macho,  feminist, 
loner,  leader, 
you  and  me. 

Open  to  alb 

Machiaveliis  and  Teilhards  de  Chardin, 
the  Kennedys  and  Sapphos  of  Lesbos, 
M.  L.  Kings  and  M.  Monroes, 
the  Thomases  and  the  Marys. 

The  Barabbases- 
never  heard  of  again — 
or  Jesus, 

the  church  is  for  everyone. 

Edith  Griswold  Farey 

Trinity  UMC,  Berkeley,  California 
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Christians  must  voice 
desires  for  help  programs 
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By  NORMAN  Y.  PRICHARD 
As  a  United  Methodist  Christian,  I  am 
heartsick  as  I  pick  up  the  newspaper  and 
read  of  the  federal  budget  cuts  that  are 
continuing  to  be  proposed.  They  are 
cutting  the  very  areas  of  ministry  that 
God  has  placed  heavily  upon  the  hearts 
of  a  Christian  country. 

It  was  the  Holy  Spirit  that  sensitized 
concerned  Christians  to  areas  of  human 
need  that  bubbled  up  and  needed  to  be 
dealt  with.  The  church  developed 
experimental  ministries  to  attempt  to 
meet  the  particular  need  and  when 
programs  were  developed  that  fulfilled 
the  need,  then  the  church  spun  off  the 
ministry  to  the  public  sector  so  that  more 
persons  could  be  served  in  the 
experimental  ministries. 

One  only  has  to  recall  the  misery  that 
led  Edgar  Helms  to  develop  a  new  thrust 
of  ministry  to  rehabilitate  persons  who 
had  been  caught  in  the  adverse  circum¬ 
stances  of  recession  at  the  turn  of  the 
century.  “Not  charity  but  a  chance”  be¬ 
came  a  new  watchword  for  persons  of  need. 

With  ever  increasing  sensitivity  to 
needs  and  newer  learning  about  ways 
persons  can  live  in  society,  we  of  the 
church,  through  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  have  attempted  to  be  responsive 
as  God  has  opened  our  eyes.  Just  think  of 
some  of  the  areas  where  life  has  been 
changed  for  the  persons,  the  family,  and 
the  community  because  the  Holy  Spirit 
led  someone  into  experimental  min¬ 
istries,  such  as  ministries  to  persons 
who  are  blind,  or  deaf  or  disabled,  either 
mentally  or  physically. 

To  have  developed  independent  living 
facilities  for  the  adult  mentally  retarded 
person,  where  a  few  short  years  ago  the 
family  would  not  even  allow  the  person  in 
public  —  that  has  been  progress.  All  of  us 
are  created  in  the  image  of  God,  and  thus 
our  lives  are  sacred. 

In  the  past  few  weeks,  I  have  had 
contact  with  two  persons  whose  radiant 
lives  as  Christians  will  be  greatly 
curtailed  if  the  budget  cuts  go  through 
Bill  has  been  rehabilitated  from  the 
emotional  isolation  of  having  spent  half 
his  life  incarcerated  in  juvenile 


detention,  the  Boys’  Industrial  School, 
the  reformatory  and  then,  the  maximum 
security  facility.  Instead  of  being  a  guest 
of  society,  he  now  is  working,  paying 
taxes,  and  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  is 
fully  living.  When  I  contemplate  Bill,  I 
know  of  God’s  resurrecting  power.  For 
each  dollar  invested  in  Rehabilitation 
Services  Administration,  $11.00  gets 
returned  as  taxes  by  those  rehabilitated. 

I  know  David  and  the  struggle  of  his 
family  to  keep  him  from  harm.  This  has 
led  to  overprotection.  Through  the  help  of 
trained  counselors,  he  is  now  in  a 
sheltered  workshop  where  he  does  a  full 
day’s  work  and  receives  compensation 
that  enables  him  to  have  a  full  life.  From 
being  “protected,”  he  now  has  the  ability 
to  make  choices  and  his  happy 
expression  and  the  joy  of  his  answers 
reflect  “I  have  come  that  you  might  have 
life  and  have  it  more  abundantly.” 

Whether  it  is  the  CETA  workers  who 
have  been  educationally  handicapped  by 
being  caught  in  the  systems  that  did  not 
motivate  them,  or  the  person  having  lost 
an  arm  or  leg,  or  one  who  lost  the  sense  of 
reality  and  is  being  helped  back  into  the 
mainstream  of  life  —  these  ministries 
need  to  be  continued.  They  must  be 
continued  if  we  are  to  be  faithful  to  the 
wisdom  God  has  given  us. 

I  do  not  know  about  the  whole  country 
and  the  programs  in  various  locales  but  I 
do  know  Northeast  Ohio.  I  can  vouch  for 
the  integrity  of  these  helping  programs 
and  the  ministries  they  perform. 

It  seems  ironic  that  in  this  National 
Year  of  the  Disabled  Person,  we  could 
even  consider  terminating  the  services 
that  have  made  possible  their  new  lives. 
As  Christians,  we  exercise  our  faith  by 
letting  those  in  power  know  of  our  desire 
to  continue  this  Christian  concern  for 
persons  whose  needs  can  be  met. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Norman  Young 
Prichard,  is  Associate  Director  of  the 
East  Ohio  Conference  Council  on  Minis 
tries  of  the  UMC. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  and  encourage  the 
churches  in  Georgia,  and  their  minister, 
David  Hendrix,  for  their  filing  of  formal 
charges  against  the  bishop  of  our 
church’s  Denver  Area  (see  UMR,  March 
26). 

The  feelings  of  frustration  at  the 
developments  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  have  caused  many  individuals  to 
give  up  in  despair  and  go  to  a  church  that 
will  uphold  the  Bible  and  its  teachings.  I 
congratulate  these  congregations  and 
their  minister  for  their  willingness  to 
begin  a  battle  to  bring  our  leaders  to 
accountability. 

Our  United  Methodist  leaders  must 
realize  that  they  are  only  entrusted  to 
carry  out  the  doctrines  as  stated  in  the 
Discipline.  They  are  not  entrusted  to 
change  that  doctrine  or  willfully  go 
against  it. 

I  praise  God  that  this  group  of  people 
has  initiated  action.  I  hope  that  many 
individuals  and  churches  will  go  on 
record  as  saying  “Amen.” 

Cora  McCoy 

Muskogee,  Oklahoma 

We  should  be  supportive 
of  Bishop  Wheatley 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  David  Hendrix  and 
his  Bible  study  group  in  Georgia  (see 
UMR,  March  26),  I  would  make  these 
comments.  If  they  are  so  excited  about 
the  “authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures”  on 
homosexuality,  surely  they  must  be 
equally  aware  of  Romans  2:1  “Therefore 
you  have  no  excuse,  O  man  (woman), 
whoever  you  are,  when  you  judge  one 
another;  for  in  passing  judgment  upon 
him/her  you  condemn  yourself,  because 
you,  the  judge,  are  doing  the  very  same 
things.” 

Must  we  continue  to  reject  and  drive 
persons  out  of  the  church  because  of  rigid 
and  outdated  ideas  of  what  is  or  is  not  a 
sin?  Are  we  to  assume  that  one  sin  is 
worse  than  another?  Aren’t  we  all 
sinners  who  are  in  need  of  God’s  grace? 

I  believe  we  should  be  supportive  of 
Bishop  Wheatley  in  his  acceptance  and 
appointment  of  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush  to  a 
special  ministry  in  the  church.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  courageous  step  of 
redemption  and  reconciliation  in  this 
cruel  and  uncaring  world. 

We  as  followers  of  Christ  must  put 
away  our  stones  and  be  more  loving 
toward  those  we  don’t  understand.  All 
persons  are  of  sacred  worth  and  need 
acceptance  and  understanding  for 
fullness  of  life.  Let’s  not  drive  them  away 
from  the  church  because  of  our  fears. 

Ellie  Barnes 

Hamilton,  Montana 

Christian  norms  are  not 
set  by  majority  opinion 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  a  comment  on  the  March  19 
letter  of  L.  Gerald  Burrus  headlined 
“Appointment  of  homosexual:  lines 
drawn.”  He  wrote:  “  ‘Good  News’  seems 
to  be  the  only  organization  ...  in  our  UM 
connection  that  is  willing  to  go  to  bat  for 
the  majority  of  our  people  on  the  critical 
issue  of  ordaining  and  appointing 
homosexuals.  Surely  it  cannot  be  argued 
that  the  majority  does  not  oppose  such 
actions  as  that  taken  by  (Bishop 
Wheatley).” 

I  am  not  writing  to  deal  with  the  loaded 
issues  of  “Good  News”  or  homosex¬ 
uality.  I  want  to  comment  only  on  Mr. 
Burrus’  spurious  form  of  argument. 

Surely,  as  one  who  is  “scripturally 
based,”  Mr.  Burrus  cannot  argue  that  a 
Christian  should  base  his  decision  on 
what  the  “majority”  supports  or  opposes. 
It  was  a  majority  that  encouraged  Aaron 
to  make  a  golden  calf  (Exodus  32).  It  was 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  400  to  one 
that  told  Ahab  that  the  Lord  would 
support  him  in  battle  (I  Kings  22).  It  was 
a  majority  that  applauded  the  imprison¬ 
ment  of  Jeremiah  (Jeremiah  37).  It  was 
a  majority  who  chose  Barabbas  and 
demanded  Jesus’  crucifixion  (Matthew 
27).  It  was  a  majority  that  denied  the 
equality  of  gentile  Christians  (Galatians 
2).  What  the  majority  likes  or  dislikes, 
supports  or  opposes,  can  hardly  be 
equated  with  the  will  of  God. 

Our  biblical  heritage  —  and  our 
traditions  and  experience  —  often  shows 
the  “majority”  to  be  self-righteous, 
legalistic,  and  judgmental.  In  short,  the 
“majority”  very  often  is  arrogantly, 
sinfully  self-centered.  The  Christian 
witness  is  one  of  the  “majority” 
repeatedly  being  called  by  a  prophetic 
few  to  return  to  a  living  faith  of  grace, 
forgiveness  and  community  —  that  is,  of 
Love. 

David  D.  Wilson  Jr. 

Geneva,  Pennsylvania 

Bishopshould  be  sensitive 
to  majority’s  beliefs 
To  the  Editor: 

In  a  denomination  the  size  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  there  is  bound  to  be 
diversity  and  disagreement.  Hopefully, 
the  umbrella  of  pluralism  can  accom¬ 
modate  these  disparate  views  within  its 
structure.  But  there  seems  to  be  one 
problem  that  has  the  potential  to  become 
very  divisive  and  that  is  the  polarity  of 
beliefs  between  some  of  our  national 
leaders  and  the  church’s  basic 
membership.  For  the  past  two  decades 
many  church  leaders  have  been  active  in 
promoting  some  causes  with  which  the 
majority  of  United  Methodists  disagree. 
Many  a  United  Methodist  has  voiced 
concern  that  spokesmen  for  the  church 
have  not  been  speaking  for  him  or  her. 
This  creates  feelings  of  frustration, 
disappointment  and  anger.  The  longer 
these  emotions  are  fueled  the  more  likely 
becomes  the  possibility  of  separation  on 
the  grounds  of  irreconcilable  differences. 
Unfortunately,  Bishop  Melvin  Wheat- 
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ley’s  action  in  appointing  a  self- 
avowed  homosexual  minister  will  keep 
the  pot  boiling.  This  decision  has  a 
negative  impact  on  the  whole  church.  I 
believe  the  majority  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  would  say  that  the  Book  of  Discipline 
forbids  the  appointment  of  homosexuals 
to  ministry,  and  that  the  practicing 
homosexual  is  not  “in  good  standing,” 
despite  what  some  folks  in  New  York 
contend  or  what  Bishop  Wheatley 
believes.  Therefore,  a  conception  is 
being  created  in  people’s  minds  that  the 
bishop  can  do  what  he  wants,  and  not 
what  the  Discipline  or  Church  says  he 
should  do,  about  appointing  homosexuals 
to  ministerial  charges.  How  many  times 
must  we  reaffirm  our  position  on  this 
subject  at  General  Conference  only  to 
have  it  seemingly  ignored? 

If  this  conception  is  true,  then  it 
becomes  very  important  to  clarify  once 
and  for  all  the  church’s  stand  regarding 
this  issue.  Once  our  church’s  position  is 
unquestionably  clear  and  precise,  then 
let  us  stand  behind  it.  Until  then,  I  would 
hope  and  pray  that  bishops  and 
denominational  agency  executives  and 
committees  would  be  very  sensitive  to 
the  beliefs  of  the  majority  of  United 
Methodists  who  are  reasonably  informed 
and  level-headed  Christians.  To  act 
without  the  approval  of  the  church  or  in 
opposition  to  the  church’s  teaching  is 
dangerous.  I  believe  our  denomination 
has  made  some  important  strides 
forward  in  the  last  couple  of  years  and  I 
hate  to  see  this  change.  However,  as  long 
as  the  majority  of  members  feel, 
whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  they  are 
not  being  heard,  that  their  beliefs  are 
ignored,  then  division  becomes  more 
credible.  I  sincerely  believe  this  would  be 
sad  and  unfortunate  to  say  the  very 
least! 

Mark  Mildren 

Buffalo,  Missouri 

We  are  born  with 
a  tendency  toward  sin 
'  To  the  Editor: 

I  am  most  interested  in  the  statements 
that  are  made  in  the  March  19  issue  of  the 
Reporter  regarding  homosexuality.  I  am 
interested  in  Bishop  Wheatley’s  theory 
that  people  are  “born  with  this 
orientation.” 

I  am  very  interested  also  in  the  fact 
that  people  are  born  with  an  orientation 
toward  murder,  toward  lying,  toward 
stealing,  toward  all  kinds  of  fornication 
and  adultery.  We  are  all  bom  with  a 
carnal  nature.  Whether  we  yield  to  the 
carnal  nature  becomes  quite  a  different 
thing.  It  isn’t  a  question  of  whether  we 
are  born  with  a  tendency  toward  sin;  we 
are.  The  question  is  what  will  we  do?  Will 
we  obey  God,  or  will  we  yield  to  our 
carnal  nature?  That  is  the  only  question 
in  regard  to  homosexuality,  the  same  as 
it  is  in  the  other  areas. 

Crandall  Miller 

Lakeland,  Florida 

Homosexuals  have  much 
to  contribute  to  church 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  coverage  of  the 
Rev.  Julian  Rush,  the  gay  minister  who 
came  out  to  his  parish  (UMR,  Nov.  20) .  It 
was  good  to  hear  of  the  happy  resolution 


of  the  conflict.  Although  he  was  removed 
from  his  post,  Bishop  Wheatley 
reassigned  him  somewhere  else.  Thank 
God  for  the  bishop’s  intelligent  and 
sensitive  reaction.  Obviously,  he 
understands  that  gay  people  are  capable 
of  serving  others  in  a  constructive, 
spiritual  way. 

For  too  long  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  chosen  to  deal  with  us  gay 
people  in  a  dehumanizing  way.  It  has 
either  cast  us  out,  or  tried  to  ignore  us 
altogether.  Both  responses  are  foolish. 
Gay  people  are  not  going  to  go  away.  Nor 
are  we  any  longer  allowing  ourselves  to 
be  coerced  into  pathetic,  shriveled  up 
lives.  We  assert  our  integrity,  our  right  to 
live  and  love  openly  and  ethically.  And 
we  demand  our  fellow  United  Methodists 
come  to  terms  with  our  existence,  that 
they  become  educated  on  the  subject  of 
homosexuality,  so  they  will  not  act  out  of 
fear  or  hate. 

Gays  have  much  to  contribute  to  the 
church.  The  sensitivity  and  compassion 
we  acquire  on  our  difficult  life  journey 
are  special  gifts,  great  resources  that 
can  be  used  by  others.  We  walk  among 
you  daily,  often  in  secrecy,  but  we  are 
there,  nonetheless.  We  want  much  what 
everyone  else  wants:  happy,  healthy, 
contented  lives,  a  just  society,  a  free 
world. 

Let  us  all  work  together  to  give 
strength  to  the  positive  visions  of  our 
church.  For  to  ignore  gay  people  or  to 
cast  us  out  is  not  moral  victory.  It  results 
only  in  the  impoverishment  of  us  all. 

V.  R.  Ansel 

San  Francisco,  California 

There  is  a  higher  authority 

To  the  Editor : 

While  it  is  quite  appropriate  for  Bishop 
Wheatley  to  address  the  question  of 
homosexuality  and  imperative  that  he 
express  an  episcopal  opinion  (see  UMR, 
March  5),  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  higher 
authority. 

While  the  biblical  witness  might ,  be 
subject  to  interpretation,  I  believe  that 
the  words  of  the  1980  General 
Conference,  speaking  ex  cathedra  if 
there  is  such  a  thing  in  United 
Methodism,  are  quite  clear:  “.  .  .  we  do 
not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  consider  this  practice  imcompati- 
ble  with  Christian  teaching.”  If  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  no  longer  a  sin  in  the  eyes  of 
the  church  and  its  bishops,  let’s  change 
the  “Book  of  Discipline”  to  reflect  this 
new  understanding. 

Gary  F.  Turner 
Waco,  Texas 

What  ordination  means 

To  the  Editor: 

I  think  I  am  beginning  to  understand 
what  ordination  means. 

1.  One  must  meet  all  one’s  apportion¬ 
ments  (even  if  one  is  concerned  about 
questionable  disbursements  by  agencies) 
or  one  will  lose  it. 

2.  One  can  ignore  explicit  biblical 
teachings  and  the  official  church  position 
on  homosexuality  and  be  assured  an 
appointment  (UMR,  Nov.  20), 

Evidently  money  matters,  immorality 
is  immaterial. 

Paul  H.  Wragg 
Greenwood,  Delaware 


Sure  as  you  and  I  were 
born  to  live ,  we  were ... 


BORN  TO  GIVE 

That  is  the  message  of  the  exciting  new  film  on  the  Advance.  If  you  haven’t 
seen  it,  please  do.  Your  church  will  leam  about  United  Methodism’s 
“second-mile  giving”  and  see  a  colorful  mission  fair.  You  will  become  part 
of  a  community  center  alive  in  mission.  After  viewing  “Born  to  Give,"  you 
undoubtedly  will  want  to  talk  about  it  and  decide  what  you  can  do  for 
others  through  the  Advance. 
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Contact  your  conference  resource  center 
(film  library)  or  mission  secretary  or 
United  Methodist  Film  Service, 

810  Twelfth  Ave..  S.,  Nashville.  TN  37203 
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Churches  harbor  Salvadorans 

Members  break  law  to  meet  human  needs  and  challenge  U.S.  policy 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Alicia  and  her  son 
glanced  furtively  for  border  guards  as 
they  ran  to  the  10-foot-high  fence  along 
the  Mexico-U.S.  border.  A  long  journey 
from  El  Salvador  lay  behind  them. 
Ahead  of  them  on  the  U.S.  side  was  a 
United  Methodist  minister  who  would 
help  them  escape  detection  and  whisk 
them  to  Los  Angeles  three  to  four  hours 
away. 

The  Salvadorans  crawled  through  a 
hole  in  the  fence,  scrambled  across  a 
narrow  open  field  to  a  parking  lot  and 
feigned  the  look  of  shoppers  as  they 
walked  casually  into  a  grocery  store. 

;  There  Alicia,  24,  and  her  son,  6,  met  the 
minister  who  was  waiting  as  arranged. 
Like  many  other  ministers  and  lay 
persons  he  had  decided  to  engage  in  an 
act  of  civil  disobedience  because  he 
believes  Salvadorans  have  a  right  to  seek 
refuge  in  this  country.  The  minister  and 
his  two  new  friends  made  a  purchase, 
carried  the  goods  to  his  car  and  made  an 
easy  getaway. 

Stories  such  as  this  one  —  told  by  Alicia 
to  the  Reporter  11  days  later  —  are 
common. 

Involved  church  leaders  estimate  that 
as  many  as  5,000  Salvadorans  per  week 
enter  the  United  States  illegally  and  that 
250,000  have  settled  in  the  Los  Angeles 
area  during  the  last  two  years. 

Some  U.S.  residents  have  chosen  to 
break  the  law  and  help  Salvadorans 
evade  the  border  guards  by  operating 
sort  of  an  underground  railroad.  Even 
more  are  harboring  and  protecting  them 
once  they  arrive.  A  few  allow  them  to  live 
in  church  buildings  to  avoid  arrest. 

Dozens  and  perhaps  hundreds  of 
United  Methodists  —  as  well  as  members 
of  other  denominations  —  are  playing 
significant  roles  in  both  the  “railroad” 
and  “sanctuary”  activities,  the  Reporter 
learned  during  a  recent  investigation 
here. 

Violence  feared  for  deportees 

Individual  Christians  and  congregations 
provide  sanctuary  partly  as  a  way  to 
protest  U.S.  military  and  economic  aid  to 
a  government  in  El  Salvador  which  they 
perceive  as  a  violator  of  human  rights. 
They  also  are  motivated  by  a  fear  that 
many  of  the  Salvadorans  would  be  subject 
to  violence  if  they  were  deported  back  to 
the  civil  strife  in  the  homeland  they  fled. 

But  in  most  cases  that  the  Reporter 
learned  of,  the  primary  motive  appeared 
to  be  that  congregations  accustomed  to 
caring  for  those  whom  Christ  called  “the 
least  of  these”  just  can’t  turn  down 
requests  for  help  —  even  if  they  come 
from  persons  breaking  the  law  and  if 
helping  them  means  breaking  U.S.  law. 

Without  much  effort,  the  Reporter 
found  several  United  Methodist 
congregations  —  and  many  of  other 
denominations  —  helping  illegal 
Salvadorans  learn  English,  obtain  job 
skills  and  jobs,  take  advantage  of  social 
services  and  find  housing.  Church  people 
also  advise  the  aliens  of  their  rights 
should  the  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  (INS)  arrest 
them  and  of  methods  to  delay  their 
deportation. 

Some  congregations  actively  help  the 
Salvadorans  avoid  arrest  through  such 
means  as  hiding  them  in  church 
buildings.  More  than  60  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic  churches  across  the 
nation  on  March  24  declared  their 
buildings  sanctuaries  for  Salvadorans. 

Churches  called  misguided 

Persons  giving  any  of  those  forms  of 
aid  —  other  than  advice  about  rights  — 
are  breaking  the  law,  said  Omer  G. 
Sewell,  deputy  director  of  the  INS  office 
in  Los  Angeles. 

If  a  member  of  a  congregation  knows  a 
person  is  an  illegal  resident  and  offers 
any  kind  of  aid  that  will  help  the  person 
adapt  to  the  new  environment  and  avoid 
detection,  that  is  an  offense,  he  said. 

The  maximum  penalty  for  aiding  and 
abetting  illegal  residents  is  a  $2,000  fine 
and  a  five-year  prison  sentence,  he  said. 

Mr.  Sewell,  an  active  United  Methodist 
layman,  said  he  believes  fellow 
Christians  who  are  breaking  the  law  are 
misguided  and  don't  understand  how  few 
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of  the  illegal  Salvadorans  truly  are 
political  refugees,  thus  deserving 
asylum. 

The  U.S.  Refugee  Act  of  1980  committed 
the  nation  to  grant  asylum  to  persons 
who  would  face  danger  because  of  their 
race,  religion,  nationality,  political 
opinion  or  membership  in  a  particular 
social  group  if  they  were  sent  back  to 
their  homeland. 

An  INS  spokesman  in  Washington, 
Duke  Austin,  said  the  INS  is  Reporting 
approximately  1,000  Salvadorans  per 
month.  Some  request  asylum  in  the 
United  States,  some  don’t. 

The  INS  reviews  each  asylum  request 
individually  to  determine  if  a  person  fits 
the  definition  of  a  political  refugee.  Of 
more  than  8,000  persons  requesting 
asylum  during  the  last  two  years,  only 
two  received  it,  Mr.  Austin  said.  He 


so  used  to  the  large  number  of  illegal 
Mexicans  in  the  area,  they  tend  not  to 
think  of  illegal  entry  as  being  a  major 
infraction.  Besides,  what  are  they  to  do, 
he  asked  —  turn  them  away  or  turn  them 
over  to  the  INS? 

One  United  Methodist  congregation 
had  done  no  work  with  the  Salvadorans 
until  an  emergency  in  the  pastor’s 
neighborhood  brought  him  in  contact 
with  a  maid  who  is  an  illegal  Salvadoran. 
He  invited  her  to  the  church.  She  and  her 
family  so  appreciated  the  sense  of 
community  that  they  invited  others. 

“This  is  a  community  where  I  have 
found  material  and  spiritual  help,”  her 
husband  said.  “I  will  always  be  thankful 
for  those." 

As  he  met  other  Salvadorans  while  he 
was  selling  pots  and  pans  door-to-door, 
he  would  tell  them  of  the  church.  “Now,  I 


The  use  of  churches  as  sanctuaries  for 
people  fleeing  law  officers  was 
recognized  under  medieval  canon  law 
and  English  common  law  until  the  1600s. 

The  INS’s  Mr.  Sewell  said  no  such  law 
exists  in  this  country  but  that  law 
enforcement  officers  “don’t  normally  go 
into  a  church."  One  INS  officer  several 
months  ago  did  chase  a  Salvadoran  into 
Angelica  Lutheran  Church  here  and 
made  an  arrest.  After  considerable 
protest  from  the  church,  the  area  INS 
director  issued  an  apology  and  orders  for 
agents  to  stay  out  of  churches. 

The  Council  of  Churches  now  has 
moved  its  Salvadoran  aid  agency  into 
Angelica  Lutheran  so  the  large  number 
of  illegal  residents  who  work  for  and  are 
served  by  the  agency  will  be  protected 
from  arrest. 

‘Sanctuary’  status  pressed 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell 
of  this  area  also  pressed  for  churches  to 
have  sanctuary  status  after  INS  agents 
arrested  several  illegal  residents  late 
last  year,  as  they  left  services  at  San 
Diequita  UMC  near  San  Diego.  The 
bishop  sent  letters  to  appropriate 
officials  asking  that  the  INS  at  least 
allow  illegal  residents  the  opportunity  to 
worship  once  a  week  without  fear  of 
arrest. 

A  few  churches  this  month  pressed  the 
sanctuary  concept  still  further.  They 
taunted  the  INS  by  holding  news 
conferences  in  which  they  displayed 
illegal  Salvadorans  who  were  being 
protected  from  arrest  by  seeking  refuge 
inside  the  church  buildings.  (None  of  the 
churches  was  United  Methodist.)  The 
INS  announced  it  would  investigate  the 
churches. 

Some  church  leaders  here  oppose  such 
open  defiance.  Although  the  public 
confrontation  could  help  lead  to  a  change 
in  this  nation’s  policy  on  Salvadorans, 
they  said,  it  also  could  bring  a 
government  crackdown  that  will  reduce 
the  ability  of  churches  to  quietly  assist 
the  Salvadoran  strangers  in  their 
communities. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is  the 
first  of  several  planned  by  the  Reporter 
to  further  examine  developments 
involving  U.S.  Christians  in  issues 
stemming  from  the  growing  strife  in 
Central  America.  As  church  members 
respond  in  Christian  compassion  to  hurts 
and  obvious  needs,  hard  questions  must 
be  answered:  Should  refugees  be  granted 
political  asylum  in  the  U.S.  from  the  civil 
strife  in  their  home  countries?  What  can 
be  done  to  protect  the  rights  of  refugees 
here?  Can  acts  of  civil  disobedience  be 
justified  in  aiding  El  Salvadoran 
refugees?  What  can  be  done  to  better 
monitor  the  return  of  deportees  to  ensure 
their  safety?  These  questions  and 
some  ways  in  which  Christians  are 
responding  to  them,  will  be  addressed  in 
future  stories. 


acknowledged  it  is  very  difficult  for  a 
Salvadoran  to  provide  the  necessary 
proof 

Whether  the  INS  is  being  fair  in  its 
reviews  is  a  matter  of  considerable 
debate  around  the  nation. 

Mr.  Sewell  reacted  to  the  suggestions 
of  some  critics  within  the  church  that 
INS  agents  are  engaged  in  unchristian 
activities.  It  is  proper  for  a  nation  to  have 
laws  governing  aliens’  entrance,  he  said, 
and  the  INS  is  bound  to  enforce  those 
laws.  "We  have  no  discretion  in  whether 
or  not  to  enforce  them. ’  ’ 

But  a  Christian  in  the  INS  does  have 
the  opportunity  to  exercise  Christian 
compassion,  Mr.  Sewell  said.  “I’m  often 
able  to  give  extra  assistance  to  people 
who  have  been  arrested,  to  reunify 
families.  I  can  ensure  that  they  are 
treated  as  humans,  told  of  their  rights 
and  referred  to  the  proper  channels.  I 
may  be  part  of  making  them  do 
something  they  don’t  want  to  do  —  leave 
the  country  —  but  in  my  mind,  I  am  being 
a  good  Christian.” 

The  Rev.  Eugene  Boutillier,  head  of 
the  Southern  California  Council  of 
Churches  located  in  the  First  UMC 
building,  told  the  Reporter,  “We  don’t 
disagree  that  the  INS  has  the  right  and 
responsibility  to  enforce  immigration 
law  and  policy  or  that  there  should  be  a 
policy. 

“But  this  policy  (of  massive 
deportations  of  Salvadorans)  violates 
our  own  Refugee  Act  of  1980,”  he  said, 
insisting  that  a  large  number  of  illegal 
Salvadorans  qualify  for  asylum. 

Mr.  Boutillier  said  he  doesn’t  consider 
granting  assistance  to  illegal  aliens  to  be 
against  the  law  except  when  it  involves 
border  crossing.  But  if  it  is  a  violation,  he 
said,  it  is  an  act  of  civil  disobedience 
justified  by  its  potential  effect  on 
changing  an  unfair  policy. 

Few  congregations,  however,  seem  to 
put  much  thought  into  the  legality  of 
what  they  are  doing.  Rather,  the 
Reporter  found  that  they  are  more  likely 
just  to  “fall  into”  aiding  and  abetting  the 
illegal  residents.  One  person  suggested 
that  residents  of  Southern  California  are 
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tell  everyone  about  the  church,”  said  one 
of  his  customers. 

On  a  recent  Sunday,  nearly  30  percent 
of  those  in  worship  at  that  congregation 
were  illegal  Salvadorans. 

Inevitably,  it  seems,  somebody  has  a 
relative  in  El  Salvador  who  also  wants  to 
come.  To  some  ministers  and  laity,  going 
to  the  border  and  breaking  a  federal  law 
to  help  the  relative  across  seems  like  just 
another  form  of  pastoral  care. 

The  fact  that  most  of  the  Salvadorans 
now  attending  these  United  Methodist 
churches  were  Roman  Catholics  and 
Baptists  in  their  homeland  has  not  been  a 
major  obstacle,  one  pastor  said.  And 
while  Hispanic  congregations  obviously 
attract  Salvadorans,  predominantly 
Anglo  congregations  also  are  involved. 

Regional  religious  leaders  such  as  the 
United  Methodist  bishop  have  laid  down 
few  guidelines  and  restrictions  on  aiding 
the  Salvadorans.  But  most  pastors  are 
cautious  and  don’t  publicize  their  work, 
not  wanting  to  risk  drawing  the  INS’s  at¬ 
tention  to  their  Salvadoran  parishioners. 

Mr.  Boutillier  said  many  of  the 
churches  working  with  Salvadorans  are 
involved  in  loose  networks  across  the 
nation.  Various  ecumenical  programs 
have  been  instituted  to  reach  out  to  more 
Salvadorans,  primarily  in  California, 
Arizona,  Texas,  New  York  and  Washing¬ 
ton  D.C.  Mr.  Boutillier’s  address  is  Suite 
32. 813  Hope  St . .  Los  Angeles.  CA  90017. 


Africa  projects 
receive  grants 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  committee  has  voted  $260,000  for  28 
African  projects  in  the  first  major  step  in 
the  church’s  special  $7  million  Africa 
program. 

The  1980  United  Methodist  general 
assembly  created  an  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development  Special 
Program  with  a  goal  of  $7  million  for  the 
1981-84  quadrennium.  Churches  in  the 
United  States  and  Europe  are  seeking  to 
raise  $6  million  and  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Africa  have  pledged 
themselves  to  raise  $1  million. 

To  date,  United  Methodists  have  raised 
some  $850,600  toward  their  share  of  the 
total.  Receipts  from  the  other  countries 
were  not  available. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Africa 
panel  at  a  February  meeting  in  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  approved  the  first  major 
projects  for  funding,  says  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Bivens  of  the  United  Methodist  world 
division  here. 

He  said  the  committee  agreed  that  50 
percent  of  the  funds  will  go  to  leadership 
training;  the  rest  to  support  evangelism 
and  church  growth  and  development. 


Overseas  clergy  get  funds 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  in  Europe, 
Africa  and  the  Philippines  now  will  share 
in  money  allocated  for  clergy  pensions 
from  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
income,  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions  decided  here  March  25. 

Under  the  “Book  of  Discipline,’’  the 
publishing  house  assigns  each  year  a 
portion  of  its  income  above  actual  costs 
to  help  annual  conferences  fund  pension 
obligations.  The  total  scheduled  for  such 
distribution  in  1982  is  $800,000. 

For  at  least  the  past  decade,  according 
to  Gerald  K.  Hornung,  pensions 
executive,  the  publishing  house 
allocation  has  been  used  only  in  the  U.S. 
and  Puerto  Rico.  Now.  a  pro  rata  share  of 
$51,200  will  be  used  to  support  clergy 
pensions  in  36  conferences  in  Europe, 
Africa  and  the  Philippines. 

Mr.  Hornung  said  these  conferences 
had  voiced  concern  at  not  being  included 
in  the  distribution,  as  they  had  been  prior 
to  1971.  He  said  that  6.4  percent  of  the 
denomination’s  clergy  is  in  conferences 
outside  the  U.S.  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Mr.  Hornung  said  the  market  value  of 
funds  managed  by  the  board  was  $984 
million  as  of  Dec.  31,  1981,  an  increase  of 
about  $54  million  during  the  year.  The 
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approximately  9.7  percent. 

In  other  business,  the  board  was  told 
the  annual  conferences  now  have  an 
“unfunded  liability”  for  clergy  pensions 
totaling  $724  million.  This  amount  will  be 
needed  in  future  years  to  cover  benefits 
earned  prior  to  1982  but  not  yet  funded. 
Benefits  earned  from  Jan.  1  of  this  year 
onward  are  fully  funded. 

Talmadge  Roberts  of  Washington, 
DC.,  who  chairs  the  committee  on 
corporate  and  fiduciary  responsibility 
said  the  board’s  stockholder  resolution 
suggesting  Ingersoll  Rand  Corporation 
sign  the  so-called  “Sullivan  Principles” 
in  regard  to  South  Africa  has  been 
withdrawn  since  the  firm  adopted 
guidelines  which  are  the  equivalent  of  the 
controversial  principles. 

The  30-member  board  was  told 
approximately  20,000  pensions  checks 
now  are  issued  monthly  from  the 
headquarters  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  totaling 
more  than  $6  million.  The  average 
pensions  rate  among  the  annual 
conferences  is  about  $142  per  year  of 
service. 

Average  compensation  for  clergy 
across  the  church  on  which  the  pensions 
contributions  will  be  based  this  year  is 
$16,776.  This  includes  salary  plus  20 
percent  for  housing. 


UM  study  aids  used  more 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Circulation  of 
United  Methodist  church  school 
curriculum  increased  for  two 
consecutive  quarters  for  the  first  time 
since  1964,  according  to  the  Rev.  Ewart 
G.  Watts,  editor  of  church  school 
publications. 

While  the  increase  was  less  than  one 
percent  each  month  during  the  fall  and 
winter  quarters,  Dr.  Watts  said  it  was 
significant  because  of  the  long  period  of 
circulation  decline. 

Dr.  Watts  attributed  the  increase  to  the 
bishops’  call  for  Bible  study  and 


introduction  of  new  adult  materials 
related  to  that  call.  Circulation  of  adult 
curriculum  increased  9.1  percent  in  the 
fall,  the  largest  increase  since  1973. 

“Most  of  the  circulation  increase  came 
through  the  ‘Genesis  to  Revelation’ 
series  and  the  ‘Books  of  the  Bible” 
elective,"  Dr.  Watts  said. 

Dr.  Watts  predicts  that  circulation  will 
continue  to  increase,  particularly  as  new 
children’s  and  youth  resources  are  used 
this  fall.  “The  editors  have  worked 
diligently  for  five  years  to  update 
curriculum  resources  for  all  ages,”  he 
said. 


Evangelism  center  launched 


ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  An  Institute  for 
World  Evangelism,  authorized  by  the 
14th  World  Methodist  Council,  was 
officially  launched  here  April  2  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University. 

A  dinner  which  inaugurated  an  appeal 
for  $1  million  for  the  Institute  was 
attended  by  more  than  400  lay  persons 
and  pastors  from  across  the  U.S.  and  was 
chaired  by  Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder, 
chairman  of  the  Evangelism  Committee 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council.  Other 
speakers  at  the  dinner  included  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon,  president  of  the 
Council’s  Executive  Committee;  Dean 
Jim  L.  Waits  of  Candler;  and  the  Rev. 
Alan  Walker,  an  Australian  who  is 
director  of  world  evangelism  for  the 
Council. 

The  Institute,  the  first  of  its  kind,  will 


equip  pastors  and  lay  persons  for 
preaching  and  witness  in  order  to  extend 
the  ministry  of  local  churches  around  the 
world  in  evangelism.  It  will  gather 
information  on  indigenous  evangelism, 
carry  out  research  into  the  nature  and 
tasks  of  evangelism  and  develop  new 
strategies  in  local  and  global 
evangelism. 

“Conversion  Christianity  is  the  need  of 
the  church  and  the  hope  of  the  world,” 
Dr.  Walker  said  as  he  explained  the 
purpose  and  plan  of  the  Institute.  “The 
Christian  Church  cannot  fulfill  its 
purpose  in  history  without  re-discovering 
the  power  to  make  new  Christians.  The 
day  when  the  church  can  live  by 
biological  growth  is  over.  Now  it  must 
obey  the  command  to  offer  Christ  to  the 
millions  of  people  in  every  land  who  live 
perpetually  outside  the  Christian  faith.” 


Bishop  calls  nation  into 
‘presence  of  the  Cross’ 


By  TRACY  EARLY 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

NEW  YORK  —  Preaching  at  a  Good 
Friday  service  here.  Bishop  James  Arm¬ 
strong  assailed  the  welfare  and  arms 
policies  of  the  Reagan  Administration 
and  called  for  a  change  through  bringing 
the  nation  "into  the  presence  of  the  Cross.” 

“The  Cross  says  history  can  be  re¬ 
directed,"  he  said.  “The  thrones  and 
powers  can  be  cleansed  by  the  shedding 
of  Christ’s  blood." 

Bishop  Armstrong,  United  Methodist 
bishop  of  the  Indiana  Area  and  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
(NCC),  spoke  to  some  200  people  gathered 
at  Christ  UMC,  the  Park  Avenue  church 
made  famous  by  its  minister  of  many 
decades.  Ralph  Sockman. 

The  service  was  sponsored  by  the  NCC 
as  part  of  an  effort  to  mobilize  opposition 
to  the  Reagan  budgets.  It  was  held  in 
cooperation  with  the  local  Council  of 
Churches,  which  asked  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong  to  preach  for  its  annual  sunrise 
Easter  service  at  Radio  City  as  well. 

At  Christ  Church  Bishop  Armstrong, 
who  has  urged  the  Council  to  keep  social 
action  tied  to  theology,  spoke  on  “the 
mood  of  the  nation  —  the  cross  of 
Christ.” 

“The  mood  of  the  1980s  is  the  ‘me 
decade’  of  the  1970s  institutionalized  and 
collectivized,"  he  said.  "Self-interest  has 
been  sacralized  by  law  and  public 
policy." 

Presenting  the  Cross  as  the  answer,  he 
said  it  speaks  of  the  sovereignty  of  God 
and  of  self-denial. 

In  reference  to  the  U.S.  Constitution's 
statement  of  federal  purposes,  “provide 
for  the  common  defense,  promote  the 
general  welfare,"  Bishop  Armstrong 
charged  that  the  general  welfare  is 
currently  neglected  and  the  arms  race 
pursued  beyond  defense  needs. 

“We  see  public  policy  walking  away 
from  the  needs  of  the  hungry,  the  poor, 
the  voiceless,  the  powerless,”  he  said. 

He  also  rejected  the  President’s  call 
for  churches  and  other  parts  of  the 
private  sector  to  take  on  welfare  tasks 
that  government  has  been  performing. 

“The  churches  cannot  promote  the 
general  welfare,”  the  Council  president 
said.  “It  can  administer  charity  and  it  can 
speak  to  the  conscience  of  the  land.  But 
only  the  nation  can  administer  justice  and 
promote  the  general  welfare  as  this  hour 
requires." 

On  arms,  he  criticized  proposed 
spending  levels,  a  foreign  arms  policy 
that  has  the  U.S.  “arming  virtually  every 
side  in  every  conflict"  and  the  stock¬ 
piling  of  nuclear  weapons. 


"The  broken  body  we  this  day  honor 
stands  in  direct  contrast  to  everything 
implied  in  the  nuclear  arms  race,”  said 
Bishop  Armstrong,  a  supporter  of  the 
nuclear  freeze  proposal.  The  Pentagon’s 
naming  of  a  nuclear  submarine  “Corpus 
Christi"  (body  of  Christ),  he  said,  was 
“an  obscene  blasphemy." 

As  part  of  the  Council’s  effort  to  counter 
Administration  policies,  it  has  also 
promoted  meetings  of  local  church 
groups  with  selected  members  of 
Congress  during  the  Easter  recess. 

To  organize  the  effort,  the  Council’s 
chief  executive  Claire  Randall  employed 
Louis  Knowles,  a  United  Presbyterian 
minister.  Mr.  Knowles  said  he  had  been 
contacting  people  by  phone  and  expected 
visits  would  be  made  to  about  30  of  the  39 
Representatives  targeted  as  pivotal  in 
the  federal  budget  struggle 


CLASSIFIED 

T6l’h  England  and  Scotland,  including' 

historic  Wesley  sites,  two  weeks,  $1,699,  with  the 
Rev  Dr  George  M  Atkinson  and  Mrs.  Jan  Clark 
Atkinson,  July  2-16,  1982  Tour  group  limited  to  29 
Itinerary  and  details  on  request  501  So  Alexander. 
Baytown,  TX  77520;  (713  )  422-3684  (church  office); 
(713  )  427-2018  (parsonage) _ 


COMBINATION  YOUTH  AND  MUSIC  Director  with 
Christian  commitment  and  experience  in  Church 
Ministry.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P  O  Box  127  Jasper  TX 
75951 

WICHITA.  KANSAS  -  East  heights  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  a  growing,  dynamic  church  of  1,800 
members  —  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth 
and  Young  Adult  Ministries  Youth  include  70  voice 
choir,  travel  activities,  etc.  Salary  negotiable. 
Contact  Rev  Jack  Harris,  4407  E.  Douglas,  Wichita, 
KS  67218 _ 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education. 
Emphasis  on  adults  and  children  1,900  member 
church  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to:  Rev 
O'Dell,  3501  Patrick  Street.  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 
ORGANIST/MUSIC  DIRECTOR  Need  person  to 
direct  full  music  program  with  emphasis  on  youth. 
Salary  negotiable  Small  town  located  in  southwest 
Virginia.  Contact  R  Paul  Smith.  Main  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  315  East  Main  Street,  Taieweli, 
VA  24651 _ 

SEMINARIANS:  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Colorado  Springs.  Colo.,  needs  Seminarian  to  preach 
at  resort,  teach  and  help  with  youth  Excellent 
salary  Need  Youth  and  preaching  skills.  Call  Rev 
Rob,  (303)  471-8522  immediately 


EDITORIAL  WRITER 
We  are  looking  for  a  special  person 
who  has  theological  training,  editorial 
writing  experience,  with  an  ability  to 
engage  in  dialogue  with  Christians 
holding  diverse  views.  High  energy 
level,  active  Christian  commitment, 
willingness  to  relocate  in  Dallas,  and 
commitment  to  the  theological  and 
social  principles  of  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  essential.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable.  If  interested, 
contact  Dan  Louis,  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222.  or  (214)  630-6495. 
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Churches  fight  hunger  by  aiding  gardeners 

By  JOYCE  HOPKINS  programs  available  through  countv  * 


Associate  Editor 
Thirty-eight  million  Americans  last 
year  turned  to  rakes  and  hoes  and  garden 
rows  to  raise  some  of  their  own  food  and 
help  offset  rising  grocery  costs.  For 
some,  however,  even  the  price  of  seed  to 
start  a  garden  was  a  bit  steep. 

Where  this  happened,  in  some  areas, 
United  Methodists  offered  help  as  part  of 
the  denomination’s  ongoing  commitment 
to  fight  world  hunger.  Church  agencies 
provided  free  or  low-cost  seeds  and 
matched  people  with  know-how  about 
growing  and  preserving  food  with  those 
who  wanted  to  learn  to  help  themselves. 
From  the  UM-provided  seeds  sprouted 
many  projects  and  full  pantries: 

•  In  a  program  spearheaded  by  a 
Mississippi  UM  layman,  families  gained 
$12  worth  of  food  for  every  $1  invested  in 
the  program ; 

•  Gardens  of  Plenty  yielded  $50,455  in 
produce  for  275  low-income  families  from 
an  initial  investment  of  under  $2,000  in 
Alabama; 

•  Thirty  older  men  and  women  this 
year  are  filling  their  pantries  with  food 
through  the  Hayti  Garden  Project  in 
Missouri  which  actually  began  three 
years  ago  around  quilting  frames ; 

•  The  Green  Hand  Project  has  sent 
seeds  from  Columbia,  Mo.,  halfway 
around  the  world  and  as  near  as  just 
down  the  road  in  a  “small-investment, 
big  yield  gardening”  approach  to  solving 
world  hunger  problems ; 

•  In  St.  Louis,  partly  because  of 
church-related  efforts,  the  city  is 
plowing,  not  mowing,  vacant  lots, 
making  them  available  for  neighborhood 
gardens  shared  by  two  or  more  families. 

Helping  solve  hunger  problems 

George  Berry,  a  member  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  is  the  UM 
layman  and  district  extension  agent 
behind  the  Mississippi  Delta  project  with 
the  potential  12-fold  yield.  He  used  a 
$1,000  grant  from  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  buy  seeds 
and  added  the  planting  and  nutrition 
experts  on  his  Mississippi  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  staff  to  help  174 
families  in  nine  counties  grow  and 
preserve  their  own  vegetables. 

For  four  years  before  receiving  the 
general  church  grant,  his  own  Leland 
(Miss.)  UMC  gave  money  to  the 
Washington  County  Extension  Service  to 
buy  garden  seed  for  low  income  families. 

Such  a  plan  can  be  used  anywhere,  Mr. 
Berry  said,  since  each  county  in  the 
United  States  has  an  extension  service 
funded  by  county,  state  and  federal 
governments  to  provide  educational 
materials  and  workshops.  Since  the 
extension  services  don’t  have  money  for 
seeds  and  supplies  for  would-be 
gardeners  on  low  and  fixed  incomes, 
that’s  where  the  church  can  help,  he  said. 

The  Upper  Sand  Mountain  Parish  in 
Alabama  used  educational  materials  and 


programs  available  through  county 
extension  services  in  a  similar 
cooperative  approach  when  its  Gardens 
of  Plenty  project  began  in  1972.  The 
parish  is  in  a  densely-populated  rural 
area  where  incomes  for  families  of  five 
or  more  are  in  the  $3,000-$4,000  range. 

“A  lot  of  our  programs  are  self-help, 
and  we  have  found  the  gardening 
program  is  a  good  one,”  added  the  Rev. 
Dorsey  Walker,  parish  director. 

The  parish  provides  seeds,  fertilizer 
and  advice  and  the  extension  service 
provides  classes  on  food  preservation 
and  nutrition. 

Funding  comes  from  the  North 
Alabama  Annual  Conference,  the  10 
churches  in  the  parish  and  from  a 
general  church  Advance  Special 
(“second-mile  giving”)  project.  The 
United  Methodist  Women  of  the  North 
Alabama  conference  also  donate  jars  for 
canning  which  the  parish  provides  free  to 
its  gardeners. 

“Some  miraculous  things  do  happen,” 
Mr.  Walker  said.  Two  years  ago,  when 
canning  jars  were  so  scarce  they  couldn’t 
even  be  bought  in  stores,  the  Gardens  of 
Plenty  project  ran  out.  One  family 
called,  anxiously  seeking  containers  for 
their  vegetables  ready  for  harvest. 

That  same  day,  Mr.  Walker  said,  a 
college-student  summer  mission 
volunteer  was  tidying  the  parish’s  thrift 
store.  Under  a  pile  of  unsorted  clothing, 
she  found  12  dozen,  new  quart  canning 
jars.  “Someone  had  sent  them  way  in  the 
past,  and  the  jars  had  just  been  pushed 
aside,  I  guess,  until  we  really  needed 
them,”  Mr.  Walker  said. 

Project  begins  with  quilting 

The  Hayti  Garden  Project  in  Missouri 
began  around  a  quilting  frame  where  22 
older  widows  met  several  times  a  week 
in  a  UM-sponsored  arts  and  crafts 
program.  Making  ends  meet  on  fixed 
retirement  incomes  was  becoming  more 
difficult  for  the  women  when  the  Rev. 
Mel  West,  director  of  the  Missouri  Area 
Office  of  Creative  Ministries  in  Columbia 
sent  the  group’s  leader,  Irmgard  Jones, 
some  vegetable  seeds. 

“Twenty  ladies  took  the  seeds,”  she 
said,  and  although  the  project  didn’t  even 
have  a  name,  the  women  soon  had  fresh 
vegetables  on  their  tables.  The  program 
now  includes  men  and  women  from 
several  neighborhoods  of  this  small 
southeastern  Missouri  town. 

‘Green  Hand’  reaches  out 

The  Hayti  program  is  only  one  of  many 
benefiting  from  Mr.  West’s  “small 
investment,  big  yield  gardening” 
approach  to  solving  hunger  problems. 

Mr.  West’s  office  helps  16  projects  in 
Missouri,  Kentucky,  Mississippi  and  Ala¬ 
bama,  including  Upper  Sand  Mountain 
Parish  His  Green  Hand  Project  also  has 
touched  projects  in  India  and  Guatemala. 

His  project  began  when  the  Missouri- 
based  Detroit  Tool  and  Engineering 


°erry  ue,u  and  J  B  Whittier  of  Stoneville,  Miss.,  check  out  the  soil  in  the  Whittier  back- 
yard  which  is  planted  with  seeds  from  a  joint  UM-Mississippi  Cooperative  Extension  Service  garden  project. 

•  PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  GEORGE  BERRY 


the  Hayti  Garden  Project  turns  backyards  into  food  sources  for  the  30  older  men  and  women  who  participate.  The  Missouri 
Area  Office  of  Creative  Ministries  provides  the  project  with  seeds  and  even  a  garden  tractor. 


MISSOURI  AREA  OFFICE  OF  CREATIVE  MINISTRIES  PHOTO 


company  gave  Mr.  West  25,000  gardening 
starter  kits  left  over  from  a  promotional 
effort.  Each  kit  included  35  seed  packets, 
potting  soil  and  a  miniature' greenhouse 
for  starting  bedding  plants. 

Since  then,  the  Green  Hand  seed  fund 
has  been  replenished  in  part  by  donations 
from  Missouri  Vacation  Church  School 


children.  “We  tell  them  25  cents  will  buy 
a  row  of  seeds.  We  get  about  $1,600  every 
year,  and  that  will  buy  a  lot  of  seeds.” 

The  Rev.  Ramon  Butts  of  the  Linwood 
Church  in  St.  Louis  reports  that 
neighborhood  gardens  planted  on  his 
city’s  vacant  lots  have  fewer  vegetable 
thefts  and  less  vandalism  even  than 


backyard  gardens. 

Mr.  Butts,  a  UM  minister  at  the  joint 
UM-Presbyterian  church,  said  Linwood 
helps  people  locate  the  land  on  which  to 
start  neighborhood  gardens.  Once  a  year 
Linwood  holds  a  food  preservation, 
preparation  and  nutrition  seminar  for 
the  neighborhood  gardeners. 


Leaders  celebrate  generous  increase  in  mission  gifts 
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By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  The  generous  increases 
in  United  Methodist  contributions  to  out¬ 
reach  needs  across  the  world  through  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  last 
year  were  celebrated  by  the  mission 
agency’s  directors  recently. 

Sizeable  increases  were  reported  in 
almost  every  area  of  giving  with  the 


exception  of  the  Human  Relations  Day 
offering  (down  14%)  which  supports 
United  Methodism’s  Voluntary  Services 
and  Community  Developer  projects. 

The  “good  news”  recited  here  for  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  mission  board  started  with  the 
record  high  in  contributions  from  local 
churches  for  the  World  Service  Fund  — 
which  attained  95.5  percent  of  its  goal. 


Renewed  In  Prayer 

A  Spiritual  Encounter  Weekend 

an  outreach  ministry  of  the 
Ed  Hobb  Evangelistic  Association 

April  30  —  May  2,  1982 
Fort  Worth  Hilton 
1701  Commerce  St. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 

LEADERSHIP 
Bishop  Earl  Hunt 
Saturday,  May  1  —  4:30 p.m. 

Dr.  David  Watson 
Saturday,  May  1  —7:15p.m. 

Camille  Rickets 
Saturday,  May  1  —  9:40 a.m. 

Dr.  Ed  Robb 

Friday,  April  30  —  7 : 45  p.  m. 

Saturday,  May  1  —  8:00  p.m. 

Sunday,  May  2  — 11 .00  a.m. 

(Worship  Service) 

The  above  sessions  are  open  at  no  charge  to  the  general 
public;  no  registration  is  necessary.  For  the  full  schedule, 
including  meals,  music,  Bible  studies  and  sharing  groups, 
registration  information  and  costs,  write  or  call : 

Ed  Robb  Evangelistic  Association 
P.O.  Box  1945 
Marshall,  Texas  75670 
ph.  (214)  938-8305 

Registration  deadline  is  April  25, 1982. 


This  meant  that  the  fund,  which  provides 
basic  support  for  general  denominational 
program  agencies,  provided  over  $12 
million  for  the  first  time  to  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

More  good  news  came  from  the 
treasurer  of  the  board’s  Women's 
Division  who  reported  a  12.8  percent 
increase  in  giving  in  1981  over  1980  for  a 
total  of  $28.9  million. 

The  Advance,  the  UMC’s  voluntary 
“second-mile”  giving  channel,  also 


reported  record  high  contributions  of 
$19.2  million  to  projects  sponsored  by  the 
mission  board’s  national,  world  and 
relief  divisions. 

Further,  the  “One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing"  special  offering  of  $2.5  million 
was  the  largest  since  1940.  This  offering 
supports  relief  and  rehabilitation 
services  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

By  taking  advantage  of  high  interest 
rates  during  1981,  the  board’s  financial 


Outreach  agency’s  reform 
tied  to  ‘structural  concept’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  A  “structural  concept” 
expected  to  help  streamline  United 
Methodism’s  mission  board  was 
reviewed  last  week  by  the  agency’s 
Executive  Committee  and  received  as  a 
“progress  report.” 

The  board’s  directors  said,  in  a  straw 
ballot  last  October,  that  they  would 
prefer  to  retain  the  present  structure 
over  the  two  models  presented  to  them 
then.  A  new  approach  was  offered  here  — 
but  without  any  pictorial  images  or  word 
pictures  and  with  few  specifics  of  structure. 

What  they  were  asked  to  review  was 
five  pages  describing  a  “structural 
concept”  —  essentially  that  “form  should 
follow  function”  —  which  it  is  hoped  would 
correct  administrative  weaknesses  when 
applied  to  the  agency’s  structure. 

"Retaining  the  present  structure  is  not 
an  option,"  said  the  Rev.  Rex  Bevins  of 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  who  heads  the  board’s 
“Committee  of  Ten”  —  a  group  which  is 
to  hammer  out  a  final  structure  proposal 
by  the  full  board’s  annual  meeting  this 
October. 

The  mission  agency  has  been  criticized 
for  its  cumbersome  structure  and" 
allegations  of  poor  communications  with 
the  church,  administrative  looseness  and 
perceived  failure  of  the  directors  to 
“govern”  the  agency,  or  the  chief 
executive  to  “manage”  the  six-division 
agency  which  handles  well  over  $60 
million  annually  in  United  Methodist 
giving  for  mission. 

The  1980  General  Conference  ordered 
the  board  (o  achieve  administrative  and 
structural  reform  by  1964  in  “consultation” 
with  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  — 
which  has  its  own  “Committee  of  Ten.  ” 

“The  new  structural  concept  was 
saluted  and  supported  by  the  GCOM 
committee,”  reported  Mr.  Bevins. 

The  board’s  problems,  the  two  com¬ 
mittees  agree,  is  “rooted  in  a  need  to 
give  a  more  definitive  statement  to  the 
primary  mission  functions  of  the  board.” 


The  agency  is  assigned  13  functions  in 
“The  Book  of  Discipline,"  but  board 
research  found  that  United  Methodists 
hold  three  perceptions  about  the 
agency’s  “primary  mission  functions:” 

(1)  serving  human  need  through  direct 
service  and  system  change  ministries, 

(2)  evangelistic  witness  through  estab¬ 
lishing  and  strengthening  congregations 
for  mission,  and  (3)  mission  leadership 
through  recruitment,  training  and  de¬ 
ployment  of  persons. 

Most  of  the  five  pages  had  to  do  with 
what  Mr.  Bevins  called  “key  adminis¬ 
trative  concepts”  which  aim  at 
strengthening  the  hand  of  directors  in 
setting  policy  and  “governance”  of  a 
total  board,  strengthening  the  role  of  the 
chief  executive  and  centralizing  the  board’s 
personnal  and  treasury  functions. 

A  bare-bones  paragraph  at  the  end  of 
the  report  suggested  that  a  minimum  of 
three  program  divisions  and  four 
functional  units  to  support  program 
“would  suffice”  to  carry  out  the  agency’s 
mission  purposes. 

One  division  would  “organize  women 
for  mission”  (i.e.  United  Methodist 
Women),  another  would  support  mission 
programs  within  the  U.S.  (National 
Division)  and  another  would  support 
“Mission  programs  outside  the  continental 
U.S.”  (World  Division).  This  model  would 
cut  the  number  of  divisions  in  half. 

The  other  three  present  divisions 
would  be  transformed  into  “functional 
units”  to  carry  out  mission  education  and 
promotion,  missionary  recruitment, 
health  caring  ministries,  relief  and 
redevelopment  programs. 

Some  directors  observed  that  these 
outlines  appeared  to  be  “the  same 
number  of  parts  being  called  different 
things.”  But  while  many  questions  were 
raised  and  issues  referred  back  to  the 
“Committee  of  Ten”  the  directors  said 
they  are  waiting  to  see  the  concept 
further  defined  this  fall. 

-  SHARON  MIELKE 


manager  increased  their  investment 
income  by  $1  million  for  a  total  of  $6.4 
million,  reported  Joyce  Sohl,  treasurer  of 
the  Women’s  Division,  on  behalf  of  the 
board’s  treasurer,  Stephen  Brimigion. 

She  said  the  “average  administrative 
costs”  for  the  church’s  largest  program 
board  have  consistently  been  between  7 
and  9  percent. 

Ms.  Sohl  said  the  Finance  Committee 
is  debating  whether  “we  are  penalizing 
ourselves”  by  not  spending  enough  to 
adequately  respond  to  questions,  provide 
interpretation  and  services.  A  figure 
around  15  percent  is  being  discussed  as  a 
“more  reasonable”  target  for  adminis¬ 
trative  costs  in  relation  to  program  costs, 
she  said,  a  figure  still  much  lower  than 
that  of  many  voluntary  service  agencies. 

UM  women \s 
assembly  may 
top  10,000 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  Registrations  for  the 
April  29-May  2  Assembly  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  have  already  exceeded  the 
9,000  expected  to  attend,  reported  the 
president  of  the  1.2  million  member 
organization  here. 

Ruth  Daugherty  of  Reading,  Pa., 
president  of  the  Women’s  Division,  said 
that  on  March  23,  9,082  registrations  for 
the  Philadelphia  assembly  had  been  sent 
in  to  the  assembly  business  office.  At 
least  another  1,500  United  Methodist 
Women  from  the  Philadelphia  area 
attending  portions  of  the  assembly  are 
expected  to  put  the  figure  well  over  the 
10,000  mark. 

The  assembly,  which  is  held  every  four 
years,  will  feature  international 
authorities  on  families  and  children,  the 
nuclear  threat,  futurology  and  human 
rights. 

- SHARON  MIELKE 

%  Great  group  fun 

in  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas. 

Eureka  Springs  is  the  perfect  destination 
£  for  your  tour  group.  There's  so  much  to 
?  enioy.  from  the  moving  drama  of  the  Great 
£  Passion  Play  to  the  Victorian  homes  and 
businesses,  arts  and  crafts  shops,  mu- 
£  seums  and  attractions. 

❖  Enioy  live  country  music  and  comedy 
£  stage  shows,  rides  on  the  vintage  steam 
j  trains  of  the  Eureka  Springs  and  North 
£  Arkansas  Railway,  and  the  spectacular 

Ozark  Mountains. 

£  Eureka  Springs  is  only  a  short  drive  from 

❖  other  great  attractions  like  Dogpatch  USA, 
£  Shepherd  of  the  Hills  and  Branson. 

<•  For  more  information  send  coupon  or  call 
(501)253-9768 
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Clergy  panel 
to  investigate 
bishop’s  case 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Bishop  Jack  Tuell, 
president  of  United  Methodism’s 
Western  Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops, 
confirmed  to  the  Reporter  last  week  that 
he  has  received  the  letter  from  members 
of  three  small  congregations  in  Georgia 
charging  Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley  Jr.  with 
violating  United  Methodist  doctrine  (see 
Reporter  March  26  and  editorials  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

The  formal  charges  were  filed  by  88 
members  and  the  pastor  of  the  Ellerslie,  • 
Shiloh  and  Waverly  Hall  UMC  near 
Columbus,  Ga. 

They  allege  that  Bishop  Wheatley  has 
disseminated  “doctrines  contrary  to  the 
established  standards  of  doctrine  of  the 
church.”  This  is  the  exact  language  of 
“The  Book  of  Discipline"  paragraph 
2621. f. 

The  allegations  stemmed  from  his 
ministerial  appointment  last  fall  of  a 
self-identified  homosexual  and  the 
bishop’s  subsequent  statement  that  he 
does  not  consider  homosexuality  a  sin. 

Bishop  Tuell  said  he,  by  return  mail, 
had  acknowledged  the  charge  and  had 
sent  copies  of  his  letter  to  Bishop 
Wheatley  of  the  Denver  Area  and  to 
Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger  Jr.,  president  of 
the  denomination’s  Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  Tuell  said  that,  in  conformity 
with  Disciplinary  procedures,  he  will 
convene  a  Committee  on  Investigation 
within  60  days  from  his  receipt  (April  1) 
of  the  letter. 

But  he  said  the  committee  will  not  be 
convened  until  after  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  College  of  Bishops  meets  during 
the  full  Council  of  Bishops’  meeting  April 
27-30  in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

The  “Discipline”  specifies  that  a 
Committee  on  Investigation  —  consisting 
of  seven  elders  in  full  connection  elected 
by  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  —  shall 
look  into  charges  brought  against  a 
bishop.  The  committee  —  which  acts 
something  like  a  grand  jury  —  is  directed 
to  bring  the  accused  and  the  accuser 
together  face  to  face  if  possible,  but  no 
other  supporting  witnesses  are 
permitted. 

If  the  committee  finds  there  is 
reasonable  ground  for  the  accusation 
against  a  bishop,  it  can  recommend  that 
a  church  trial  be  convened  to  consider 
the  charges. 

The  Georgia  pastor,  the  Rev.  David 
Hendrix,  told  the  Reporter  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  numerous  phone  calls  and  letters 
from  pastors  and  laypersons  “offering 
financial,  prayer  and  signature  sup¬ 
port.” 

One  650-member  congregation  in 
Indiana,  Monticello  UMC,  sent  the 
Reporter  a  copy  of  its  letter  of  support, 
including  the  promise  of  up  to  $500  in 
financial  support. 

The  charges  against  Bishop  Wheatley 
express  the  belief  that  he  has  made 
statements  which  “undermine  the 
authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  are 
divisive,  and  thwart  the  evangelistic 
efforts  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 


It's  Coming 

ENGLAND  1982 

Escorted  by 
Mrs.  Bobbie  Roberts 

Date:  July  .VII,  1982 

Reservation  deadline.  May  I,  I9H2 

Special  Fare:  SH95  per  person 

( Double  occupancy  +  airfare ) 
Single  supplement  additional.  SI50 

TRAVEL  AMD  TOURS 


Send  the  coupon  below  for  more  information  to 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 


Continuing  Education 

Two  major  Seminars  cover  methods  of 
attracting  and  teaching  adults.  In¬ 
cludes  certification  in  the  Trinity 
program  proven  in  900  churches.  This 
positive,  winning  Biblical  method 
strengthens  the  church  where  it 
counts. 

FT.  WAYNE  May  6  -  7 
DALLAS  June  10-11 
Dr.  Frank  Warden 

Approved  CEU  credit-ten  hours. 
Church  enrollment  $50  plus  $50  per 
person,  spouses  free.  Includes  com¬ 
plete  notebook  and  all  church  start-up 
materials.  Each  day  10  til  4;  adjacent 
housing  extra.  Send  enrollment  to 
Trinity  Bible  Studies,  Box  25101 
Dallas.  TX  75225  214/373  7110. 
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Resort  Motel  a  Convention  Center 


Mail  to:  Eureka  Springs,  P.  O.  Box  431 , 
Suite  22- A,  Eureka  Springs,  AR  72632 
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State 


We  accept  AM.  CB,  MC,  DC,  VISA 
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Conference  Offices  Set 
For  Permenent  Move 


'Conference  offices  will  once  again 
move  to  a  different  location,  only  this 
time,  the  move  will  be  to  a  permanent 
location. 

Official  moving  days  will  be  April  27 
and  28,  almost  three  years  since  the 
office  moved  to  the  present  quarters  in 
July  of  1979. 

Present  offices,  located  at  666  North 
Foster  Dr.,  have  offered  small,  cramped 
quarters  for  the  conference  central 
office,  but  the  new  office  will  offer  three 


floors  and  specially  designed  rooms  for 
the  functions  of  the  church  office. 

The  new  office,  located  in  downtown 
Baton  Rouge,  is  completed  except  for 
small  details  remaining.  The  furniture  is 
at  the  site  and  power  has  been  turned  on 
in  the  building. 

Due  to  the  moving,  disruptions  of  many 
of  the  services  will  occur  for  a  short  time. 
During  the  two-day  period,  it  may  be 
difficult  to  reach  the  offices  by  phone  as 
personnel  will  be  moving,  packing, 


unpacking  and  telephones  may  be  out  of 
reach. 

Postal  correspondence  should  still  be 
sent  to  the  same  address:  P.O.  Box  3075, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  70821. 

With  most  of  the  records  of  the 
conference  kept  at  the  office,  it  will  take 
some  time  to  pack  and  move  everything, 
then,  unpack,  clear-out  and  put  things  in 
order. 

The  move  comes  at  a  hectic  time  for 
the  conference  as  Annual  Conference 
preparations  are  at  their  peak. 

Pre-conference  workings  have  kept  the 
staff  at  a  swift  pace. 

The  press  has  been  running  night  and 
day,  churning  out  the  pre-conference 
reports,  worship  bulletins  for  the  four 
major  worship  services  and  agendas,  not 
to  mention  delegate  badges,  processing 
lists  and  offices.  Besides  the  above,  the 
press  has  also  been  printing  copy  for  the 
Journals. 

Material  from  the  press  then  had  to  be 
collated,  stapled,  packaged  and  mailed. 

All  aspects  take  time. 

However,  all  activity  will  come  to  a 
halt  so  that  material  and  equipment  may 
be  packed  for  the  move.  While  packing 
will  take  some  time,  there  is  still 
unpacking,  straightening  and  arranging 
before  the  collating,  stapling  and 
processing  can  begin  again. 

Once  things  are  settled  in  the  offices, 
the  staff  will  work  extra  hard  to  prepare 
for  Annual  Conference. 

The  first  official  event  to  take  place  in 


the  new  building  will  be  the  meeting  of 
the  Appointment  Cabinet.  The  meeting 
will  take  place  the  first  week  in  May  in 
the  new,  sound-proof  Cabinet  Room.  The 
room  is  located  on  the  Main  Floor  and  is 
easily  accessible  by  elevator.  The  new 
room  offers  ample  working  space  for  the 
cabinet  members  to  make  appointments, 
with  a  built-in  blackboard  and  electronic 
telephone  system. 

While  the  post  office  address  will 
remain  the  same,  the  telephone  number 
will  change  due  to  the  distance  the  offices 
are  moving.  A  recorded  message  will 
give  the  new  number  when  the  old 
number  is  called  and  callers  are  asked  to 
make  a  record  of  the  new  number.  The 
masthead  of  this  newspaper  will  also 
carry  the  new  number.  After  April  28, 
please  use  the  following  number:  (50* 
346-1646. 

The  formal  consecration  services  and 
open  house  for  the  new  conference 
headquarters  building  will  be  June  19 
and  20.  More  details  about  the  services 
and  open  house  will  be  published  at  a 
later  date. 

Located  on  North  Boulevard,  directly 
across  from  the  old  Governor’s  Mansion, 
is  easily  accessible  from  the  Interstate 
110.  Exit  off  the  interstate  at  the 
Convention  Street  exit,  driving  west  to 
Sixth  Street  (The  second  red  light).  Turn 
left  and  go  one  block  and  the  parking  lot 
for  25  automobiles  will  be  on  the  right. 
The  rear  entrance  leads  directly  to  the 
reception  area. 


Things  have  come  a  long  way  since  this  picture  taken  near  the  beginning  of 
construction.  Walls  now  hide  the  structure  and  furnishings  are  already  in  place  in  the 
building.  Minor  details  remain  to  be  finished  before  the  building  is  ready  for 
occupancy.  Moving  days  will  be  April  27  and  28. 


Retreat 

United  Methodist  Men  Plan  June  Meet 


The  United  Methodist  Men’s  Retreat  is 
slated  for  June  26  and  27  at  Louisiana 
College  in  Pineville. 

The  Rev.  Danny  Morris,  director  of 
Developing  Ministries  of  The  Upper 
Room  in  Nashville,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker. 

Also  attending  the  retreat  will  be  the 
Rev.  Wesley  Putnam,  musician  and 
evangelist,  who  has  a  unique  ministry 
combining  the  spoken  word  with 
contemporary  Christian  music. 

As  co-developer  and  primary  promoter 
for  the  Ten  Brave  Christian  concept  of 
group  ministry,  Morris  has  become  a 
recognized  leader  in  Christian  Small 
Group  Ministries  in  both  the  United 
States  and  abroad. 


Morris’  book,  “A  Life  That  Really 
Matters,”  and  a  series  of  related  Brave 
Christian  materials  are  being  distributed 
by  the  thousands  in  six  languages  and  the 
Ten  Brave  Christians  Movement  has 
come  to  be  acknowledged  as  one  of  the 
primary  renewal  movements  of  the 
present  time. 

Putnam  has  many  songs  that  he  has 
written  directly  from  experiences  in  his 
eight  and  one-half  years  in  the  ministry. 

Putnam  is  the  conference  evangelist  in 
the  Northwest  Texas  Annual  Conference. 
His  ministry  includes  revivals,  concerts 
and  retreats  aimed  at  deepening  the 
individual’s  spiritual  walk  and 
strengthening  the  local  church. 


The  pre-conference  reports  will  be 
mailed  early  this  year. 

Members  of  the  staff  —  including  Dr. 
Samuel  Walker  and  the  secretaries  from 
the  Finance  Office  —  have  worked  extra 
hard  to  have  them  completed  and  mailed 
before  the  move. 

It  is  quite  a  task  to  type,  edit,  print, 
collate,  bind  and  mail  1,500  copies  of  a  90- 
page  book  in  less  than  a  month.  It  was 
possible  this  year  because  everyone 
worked  hard  and  no  major  piece  of 
equipment  broke.  Last  year,  the  main 
spring  on  the  collator  broke  and  forced 
the  collation  of  the  book  by  hand,  with 
staff  personnel  walking  around  the 
cabinet  table. 

The  collator  was  only  one  of  the 
problems.  The  press  also  had  problems 
and  the  paper  master  machine  refused  to 


cooperate. 

This  year,  there  were  no  such 
problems. 

Pre-conference  reports  have  been 
mailed  directly  to  lay  delegates  for  the 
first  time. 

Addresses  used  were  those  given  by 
the  superintendents  from  the  charge 
conference.  If  any  delegates  do  not 
receive  their  reports  shortly,  the  district 
superintendent  should  be  contacted,  as 
they  will  have  extra  copies. 

If  delegates  were  changed,  and  the 
report  goes  to  the  wrong  person,  it  would 
be  helpful  if  the  first  delegate  would  pass 
it  on  to  the  new  delegate. 

Ministers,  retired  ministers,  and 
persons  in  special  appointments  have 
also  been  mailed  copies  of  the  report. 


Child  Care  Services 
Available  At  Conference 

Child  care  service  will  be  available  during  the  sessions  of  Annual  Conference. 

During  the  plenary  sessions  in  the  Gold  Dome,  care  will  be  provided  for 
children  from  six  weeks  through  sixth  grade  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church. 

A  nursery  will  be  available  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  for  children  six 
weeks  through  second  grade  during  the  evening  services  and  Monday  afternoon 
when  conference  sessions  will  be  held  there. 

To  help  defray  the  expense  of  the  program,  there  will  be  child. 

The  hours  of  service  at  Broadmoor  will  be  8: 15  a  m.  to  5  p.m.  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday.  Service  Thursday  will  be  from  8:15  to  1  p.m. 

Parents  should  provide  a  lunch  for  their  child.  Snacks  will  be  provided. 

There  will  be  a  limited  number  of  rooms  avai;able  for  delegates  with  children 
at  Centenary  Co; lege,  on  a  first  come,  first  serve  basis.  Request  for  one  of  these 
rooms  should  be  indicated  on  the  room  reservation  card  returned  to  Centenary. 

Those  desiring  Child  Care  Services  should  make  reservations  by  May  20  in 
care  of  Betty  Rowell,  P.O.  Box  658  Iowa,  La.  70647. 


Pre-Conference  Reports 
Mailed  Early,  Direct 


Heritage  of  UM  Women  Chronicled 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
Women  in  New  Worlds,  the  first  of  two 
books  dealing  with  the  heritage  of  women 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  has  been 
released  here  by  the  denomination’s 
publishing  house  and  the  second  is 
scheduled  for  release  this  fall. 

Believed  to  be  the  first  book  on  the 
heritage  of  women  ever  published  by  a 
major  American  denomination,  the  book 
contains  20  of  the  58  papers  presented  at 
a  historic  national  conference  held  in 
Cincinnati  early  in  1980.  The  conference 
was  part  of  a  two-year  Women’s  History 
Project  proposed  by  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries;  authorized  by  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative  body  in 
1976;  and  implemented  by  the  General 


Commission  on  Archives  and  History. 

The  papers  in  the  first  volume  are 
grouped  in  sections  dealing  with  the 
spiritual  empowerment  of  women, 
contributions  of  women  to  church  life, 
the  status  of  women  in  institutional 
church  life,  and  the  movement  of  church 
women  into  social  reform. 

“The  rich  and  varied  stories  of 
countless  women  in  the  United  Methodist 
tradition  begin  to  unfold  in  these  pages 
through  the  organizations  and 
movements  they  represented,”  says 
Rosemary  Skinner  Keller  in  her 
introduction  to  the  book.  Dr.  Keller, 
associate  professor  of  religion  and 
American  culture  at  Garrett  Evangelical 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  and  Hilah  F. 
Thomas  are  the  book’s  editors.  Ms. 


Thomas,  coordinator  of  the  Women’s 
History  Project  until  1981,  is  a  freelance 
writer,  editor  and  historical  consultant. 

Individuals  featured  in  the  first  book 
include  black  educator  Mary  McLeod 
Bethune,  lay  theologian  and  social 
activist  Georgia  Harkness,  mother  of  the 
Holiness  movement  Phoebe  Palmer,  and 
president  of  the  Women’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union  Frances  Willard. 

Special  attention  is  also  given  to  the 
wives  of  ministers  on  the  frontier, 
Hispanic  clergy  wives  in  the  Southwest, 
and  the  struggles  of  women  as  they  have 
sought  to  be  ordained,  to  gain  lay  voting 
rights  and  to  develop  home  and  foreign 
missionary  societies.  Predecessor 
groups  in  the  Wesleyan  movement  are 
included  to  show  the  influence  of  women 
in  these  various  bodies  that  merged  into 


the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  opening  chapter  seeks  to  explain 
why  the  recovery  of  women’s  history  is 
important  for  the  church  and  society. 
Writer  Donald  G.  Mathews,  professor  of 
history  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  in  Chapel  Hill,  says  a  special 
effort  should  be  made  to  look  for  women 
in  history  because  they  are  there. 

"We  do  not  yet  know  very  much  about 
them,  because  they  have  been  ignored; 
and  the  folly  of  this  fact  is  being  driven 
home  to  all  of  us  both  in  politics  and  in 
scholarship,”  he  stated. 

Dr.  Mathews  stresses  that  the  goal  of 
social  history  is  not  commonality  but 
inclusiveness:  "to  count  no  historical 
understanding  as  authentic  until  all 
groups  and  beliefs  are  included  in  our 
analysis.” 


Around  the  Conference 


Merry  ville  Starts 


New  Scholarship 


The  Rev.  Art  Baker  hands  a  check  to  Dr.  Donald  Webb  estab¬ 
lishing  a  new  scholarship  from  the  Merryville  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  Centenary  College. 

Baker  is  pastor  at  Merryville  and  Webb  is  president  of 
Centenary  College. 


Vinton 


Begins  Construction 


Ground  was  broken  for  the  new  United  Methodist  Church 
at  Vinton. 

The  ceremonies  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Raymond  Cro- 
foot,  minister,  and  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  district  superintendent 
of  the  Lake  Charles  District. 

Also  turning  spaders  of  earth  and  representing  different 
groups  in  the  church  were  E.  E.  McCullen,  Jack  Schanz, 
Mrs.  B.  J.  Richard,  John  Welsh  of  Houston,  Texas  (a  bene¬ 
factor),  Sam  Wilkinson,  Jill  Mueschke  and  Kevin  Hare. 

About  60  members  of  the  congregation  were  present  in  spite 
of  rainy  weather. 

The  new  sanctuary  will  be  erected  by  Hyatt  Construction 
Company  of  Lake  Charles  on  the  site  formerly  occupied  by 
the  old  church  building  and  the  parsonage. 

Paul  B.  Ritter  of  Lake  Charles  is  architect  and  Floyd 
Kimball  heads  the  building  committee. 

A  building  fund  has  been  established  and  a  memorial 
drive  for  furnishings  is  being  conducted.  Construction  is 
expected  to  begin  soon. 

Services  are  being  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene 
in  Vinton. 

Participants  were,  from  left,  Welsh,  Schanz,  Richard,  Cooke, 
Crofoot,  Hare,  McCullen,  Mueschke  and  Wilkinson. 
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Editorials 

When  natural  disasters  strike, 
we’re  all  involved  in  response 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Natural  disasters  have  hit  close  to 
home  for  many  of  us  this  spring.  Events 
especially  fresh  in  our  minds  include 
flood  waters  rushing  relentlessly  through 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  killer 
tornadoes  skipping  across  Northeast 
Texas,  Southern  Arkansas,  and  several 
other  states. 

When  such  events  occur,  no  matter 
how  close  or  far  away  from  us,  we  can  be 
sure  that  each  of  us  will  be  represented 
on  the  scene  within  a  matter  of  hours  by 
church  relief  workers  we  help  to  support. 
They  join  forces  with  local  Christians 
and  with  non-church  agencies  to  meet 
physical,  material  and  spiritual  needs 
quickly,  effectively  and  compassionately. 

Church  kitchens  become  emergency 
food  sources  for  persons  suddenly 
without  places  to  call  home.  Church 
gymnasiums  and  meeting  halls  become 
temporary  dormitories  where  people  can 
sleep  on  cots  and  stay  warm  under 
blankets  provided  by  church  or  secular 
relief  agencies. 

Local  United  Methodist  efforts  and 
those  of  other  Christians  are  reinforced 
as  the  Christian  community  beyond  the 
disaster  area  responds.  Disaster  relief 
vans  like  those  owned  by  Southern 
Baptist  men’s  groups  in  at  least  10  states 
move  immediately  from  their  central 
locations  into  stricken  areas.  Seventh- 
day  Adventists  bring  their  amazing 
storehouse  of  clothing.  Church  of  the 
Brethren  members  provide  emergency 
child  care.  Mennonites  plow  into  the 
early  stages  of  debris-clearing  and  make 
emergency  property  repairs. 

Local  church  pastors  become  special- 
duty  chaplains,  counseling  people  they 
have  never  seen,  as  well  as  members  of 
their  own  congregations,  who  face 
injury,  the  loss  of  friends  and  loved  ones, 
and/or  the  loss  of  possessions  and  need  to 


be  comforted. 

Pastors  may  also  help  the  community 
to  feel  hope  when  only  the  basis  for 
despair  is  immediately  apparent,  and  to 
encourage  people  to  provide  whatever 
comfort  and  assistance  they  can  give  to 
those  whose  needs  are  greater  than  their 
own. 

Supporting  all  these  on-the-scene 
efforts  —  both  those  brought  in  by  special 
teams  and  those  provided  by  local 
Christians  —  are  national  agencies  like 
Church  World  Service  and  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

One  way  Church  World  Service  — 
which  is  supported  by  United  Methodist 
funds  and  those  of  other  participating 
denominations  —  contributes  uniquely  is 
by  encouraging  the  organization  of  a 
local  Interfaith  Disaster  Services  agency 
to  spearhead  the  long-term  rebuilding 
process.  (See  stories  on  another  page.) 

Those  of  us  who  have  been  spared  the 
experience  of  living  through  a  natural 
disaster  should  nonetheless  be  aware  of 
the  fact  that  we  are  identified  —  through 
our  gifts  and  the  efforts  of  fellow 
Christians  —  with  those  who  are  so 
stricken.  We  can  also  be  assured  that 
should  we  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  become 
disaster  victims,  the  church  will  be  there 
to  render  aid  and  comfort  in  the  name  of 
Christ  —  and  to  involve  us  in  ministering 
to  others,  if  we  are  able. 

We  can  sustain  the  church’s  presence 
in  the  midst  of  great  and  sudden  need, 
whether  close  by  or  across  the  globe,  by 
our  support  of  special  disaster  relief 
offerings  and/or  through  regularly- 
scheduled  offerings  designated  for 
emergency  relief,  such  as  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing.  Therein  we  each  have 
the  opportunity  to  declare  that  we,  the 
church,  intend  to  keep  being  wherever 
we  are  needed,  whenever  we  are  needed. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Central  American  power  struggle 
needs  honesty ,  Christian  prayer 


APRIL  23.  1982 


By  HERMAN  WILL 
I  am  moved  to  write  by  the  human 
tragedy  unfolding  in  El  Salvador.  From 
6,000  to  12,000  civilians  a  year  are  being 
killed,  the  great  majority  by  government 
security  forces  and  right-wing  paramili¬ 
tary  groups.  In  proportion  to  population, 
this  is  the  equivalent  of  250,000  to  500,000 
persons  in  the  United  States. 

I  am  writing  as  a  student  of  Latin 
American  affairs  and  a  long  time  resi¬ 
dent  in  Washington  in  close  contact  with 
State  Department  Officials  with  respon¬ 
sibilities  for  Central  American  policy.  I 
was  one  of  a  group  of  25  persons  from 
Catholic  and  Protestant  churches  invited 
to  meet  with  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 
Cheek  in  1980  and  with  U.S.  Ambassador 
to  El  Salvador,  Deane  R.  Hinton,  in  1981 
to  discuss  Central  American  issues. 

Fear  has  dominated  policy 
Fear  of  communism  in  Latin  America 
has  dominated  U.S.  policymakers 
thinking  for  30  years.  The  result:  Instead 
of  furthering  freedom  and  justice,  the 
U.S.  has  fostered  repression  and  injus¬ 
tice. 

In  1954,  the  CIA  assisted  military  exiles 
to  invade  Guatemala  and  overthrow  a 
popularly-elected  government  because  it 
was  leaning  to  the  left.  Nearly  30  years  of 

M\  Wii  ness 


brutal  slayings  and  guerilla  retaliation 
have  followed,  including  the 
assassination  of  a  prominent  Chilean 
refugee  on  the  streets  of  Washington. 

In  1964,  the  U.S.  ambassador  and  mili¬ 
tary  attaches  openly  counseled  with  the 
Brazilian  military  to  overthrow  a  a  pop¬ 
ularly-elected  government  that  was 
leaning  to  the  left.  Eighteen  years  of  dic¬ 
tatorship,  torture  and  repression  have 
ensued. 

In  1965,  20,000  U.S.  Marines  were  sent 
into  the  Dominican  Republic  to  halt  a 
civil  war  at  the  point  when  the  forces 
seeking  to  reinstate  a  popularly-elected 
president  were  on  the  verge  of  winning 
and  breaking  the  power  of  the  military.  I 
personally  observed  the  negotiated  elec¬ 
tions  in  1966  in  which  Balaguer,  vice- 
president  during  the  long  Trujillo  dicta¬ 
torship,  was  chosen  president. 

In  1973,  the  CIA  and  U.S.  military 
advisers  consulted  closely  wtih  Chilean 
military  leaders  as  they  overthrew  a  pop¬ 
ularly  elected  president  who  was  a 
Marxist,  but  had  allowed  civil  liberties  to 
continue,  liberties  which  the  new 
military  dictators  promptly  abolished. 
Nearly  nine  years  of  disappearances, 
kidnappings  and  executions  have 
followed. 

I  shall  not  stop  to  detail  the  relations  of 


Herman  Will 


The  people  of  ‘strangely  warmed  hearts’ 
may  be  the  hope  of  ‘a  spiritual  ice  age’ 


Increased  giving  stats  mean 
expansion  of  church’s  outreach 


It  is  relatively  easy  to  identify  with 
those  who  have  experienced  a  natural 
disaster  in  terms  of  “there,  but  for  the 
grace  of  God,  go  I”  (see  preceding 
editorial).  It  is  equally  important,  but 
understandably  more  difficult,  to 
personalize  other  facets  of  our  church’s 
national  and  worldwide  outreach. 

A  recent  report  by  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  however, 
provides  an  excellent  basis  for  rejoicing 
across  our  church.  During  1981,  nearly 
every  one  of  United  Methodism’s 
national  outreach  funds  experienced  a 
substantial  increase  (see  UMR,  April 
16). 

The  Women’s  Division,  which  funds  its 
own  operations  and  major  portions  of 
both  the  mission  board's  National  and 
World  Division  Ministries,  reported  an 
increase  of  almost  13  percent  in  1981 
contributions  over  1980.  The  new  annual 
total  was  nearly  $29  million. 

Record  highs  also  were  reported  in 
contributions  to  The  Advance  (the 
“second-mile’’  channel  for  voluntary 
mission  gifts )  and  to  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  (which  supports  the  relief  and 
rehabilitation  ministries  cited  in  the 
preceding  editorial ) . 

There  was  also  good  news  in  relation  to 
contributions  to  World  Service  —  the 
basic  fund  which  undergirds  United 
Methodism’s  general  program  and 
ministries.  It  received  a  record  level  of 
support  from  across  the  denomination 
during  1981,  and  contributions  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1982  are  almost  17  percent 
ahead  of  last  year’s  record-setting  pace. 

It  is  possible,  and  even  natural,  to  look 
at  such  reports  in  purely  statistical 
terms.  To  do  so,  however,  is  short¬ 
sighted.  It  also  robs  each  of  us  of  an 


opportu’.iity  to  experience  fully  the  joy 
which  comes  from  serving  God  through 
our  gifts  to  the  church. 

The  fact  that  our  church’s  mission 
board  is  receiving  record  amounts  and 
percentages  of  money  to  spend  is  of  little 
importance  in  itself.  That  a  record  high 
statistical  showing  means  we  are  doing 
better  as  a  church  than  at  any  recent 
point  of  history  in  reaching  out  with 
Christian  compassion  and  expressing 
God’s  love  for  the  world  in  word  and 
deed,  is  overwhelmingly  important. 

Church  funds  and  church  agencies  are 
not  ends  in  themselves,  but  vehicles 
which  assist  us  in  doing  Christian 
outreach  effectively  and  comprehensive¬ 
ly- 

Church  funds  and  agencies  are 
sometimes  berated  because  they  seem 
far  away.  In  a  real  and  immediate  sense, 
however,  our  national  church  funds  and 
agencies  reflect  God’s  concern  through 
us  for  the  world  in  a  variety  of  ways. 
That  we  are  supporting  that  concern  so 
well  should  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to 
every  United  Methodist. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  J.  GEORGE  MAMOURIAN 
I  bumped  into  an  old  friend  recently. 
His  mind  works  like  a  computer  and 
knowing  that  I  am  a  superintendent,  he 
immediately  jumped  to  the  right  cate¬ 
gory. 

“We  had  our  charge  conference  the 
other  night.’’  Aware  of  his  devotion  to  his 
church,  I  commented,  “1  guess  you  had  a 
good  time.”  “Yes,”  he  acknowledged, 
“ but  it  was  a  long  evening . '  ’ 

"The  agenda  is  full  this  year,  and  some 
nights  it  seems  to  take  longer  than 
others,”  I  replied. 

“We  had  a  poor  attendance,"  he 
volunteered.  “Well,  these  cold  nights 
with  ice  still  in  driveways  and  parking 
lots,  we  all  think  twice  about  going  out  in 
the  evening,”  I  observed.  “Our  pastor 
told  me  he  thought  the  attendance  was 
poor  because  our  superintendent  is  a 
minority  person,”  he  matter-of-factly 
told  me.  My  heart  sank. 

Chill  has  swept  nation 
This  winter  a  chill  wind  has  swept 
across  our  nation.  We  have  decided  that 
it  is  no  longer  the  business  of  our  national 
government '  to  provide  for  the  unem¬ 
ployed,  the  deprived,  the  aging,  college 
students  who  require  financial  aid  — 
assorted  human  needs. 

The  silence  that  has  greeted  announce¬ 
ments  that  the  government  will  not 
promote  integrated  schools,  businesses, 
housing  and  so  on  seems  to  say  we  have 
given  up  on  the  idea  that  America  is  a 
place  where  “all  are  created  equal,  that 
they  are  endowed  with  certain  inalienable 


rights... life,  liberty  and  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  happiness.” 

The  chill  wind  has  swept  over  the 
church,  too.  During  the  long  weeks  of  the 
Polish  crisis,  I  heard  pastors  in  our 
churches  remember  the  people  of  Poland 
no  more  than  once  or  twice. 

Fellow  pastors  are  delighted  to  have 
discovered  that  some  sociologists  sub¬ 
scribe  not  to  the  “melting  pot”  concept  of 
American  society,  but  to  the  “tossed 
salad”  concept  (“lettuce  is  still  lettuce, 
tomatoes  still  tomatoes”).  They  suggest 
this  is  what  pluralism  in  the  church  ought 
to  be. 

Recently  my  daughter  resigned  a 
lucrative  position  with  a  nationally 
known  financial  institution  in  New  York 
City.  Her  boss,  with  whom  she  had  to 
work  closely,  reminded  her  how  inade¬ 
quate  she  felt  people  of  our  ancestry  are. 
‘  Dad,’’  she  asked  me  recently,  “Why  am 
I  fighting  the  same  battles  my 
grandfather  had  to  fight  half  a  century 
ago?” 

It  is  sad  for  me  to  contemplate  that 
Jesus,  a  Palestinian  Jew,  and  the 
apostles  —  dark  of  eyes,  hair  and 
complexion  —  might  be  unwelcome  in 
our  family  gatherings  and  many  of  our 
congregations  if  we  brought  them  down 
out  of  their  stained  glass  niches. 

There  was  another  sad  moment  in  our 
household  recently.  My  10-year-old,  our 
youngest  child,  recounted  to  me  the 
minor  tragedy  of  her  school  day.  “We’re 
Armenian;  we  know  how  to  suffer,”  I 
commented  wryly v  reminding  her  of  our 
family  and  ethnic  heritage  of  martyrdom 


in  every  generation  since  we  became 
Christians  in  275  A.D.  “I  don’t  want  to  be 
Armenian,”  she  said.  For  the  first  time 
in  25  years  of  child  rearing,  I  was  silent  in 
such  a  moment. 

God  did  not  make  mistake 

I  write  these  words  to  stave  off  the 
temptation  to  surrender  ideals  of  a 
lifetime.  I  still  believe  the  Wesleyan 
watchword  that  “the  love  of  God  is  so 
wide  it  never  passed  by  even  one,  or  it 
would  surely  have  passed  by  me.”  I  still 
believe  that  every  woman,  man  and  child 
is  a  sister  or  brother  for  whom  Christ  has 
died.  I  still  believe  that  God  did  not  make 
a  mistake  in  creating  the  rich  diversity  of 
races  and  people.  I  still  believe  that 
Jesus  was  serious  when  he  said,  “And  I, 
if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  to 
myself.”  (John  12:32) 

A  chill  wind  has  swept  across  our 
nation.  It  has  swept  across  our  churches, 
too.  But  I  try  to  remember  that  we 
United  Methodists  are  the  people  of  the 
“strangely  warmed  heart,”  and  this 
might  be  our  hope  in  a  spiritual  ice  age. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share  meaning¬ 
ful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This 
week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  J.  George 
Mamourian.  is  the  West  Chester  District 
Superintendent  (Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


Church  leaders’  views  on  Nicaragua  chided 
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To  the  Editor : 

I  read  in  UMR’s  March  19  issue  about 
tomato  boycotts,  a  joint  conference  on 
disarmament,  and  Bishop  McConnell’s 
sojourn  to  Nicaragua.  Admittedly, 
Christians  have  a  duty  to  minister  to  the 
oppressed,  but  let’s  hear  a  little  bit  more 
about  Christ.  Sometimes,  it  appears  that 
the  hierarchy  and  self-appointed  spokes¬ 
man  for  United  Methodism  take  rather 
precarious  positions  based  on  personal 
politics. 

Bishop  McConnell’s  comments  about 
“U.S.  policy  pushing  Nicaragua  toward 
communism”  missed  the  obvious  —  the 
junta  has  been  Marxist-dominated  and 
oriented  all  along.  Witness  the  pro¬ 
nouncements  of  junta  member  Tomas 
Borge  and  the  obvious  Cuban  presence, 
and  it  is  apparent  that  the  junta  does  not 
need  any  pushing. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Walker's  incredible 
naivete  and  apologist  attitude  is 
astounding.  He  cannot  wait  to  jump  in 
bed  with  the  Marxists  —  because  after  all 
they  are  trying  to  improve  the  lot  of 
everyone  —  so  the  persecution  of  the 
Miskitos  is  all  right  for  the  greater  good. 
There  goes  human  rights  out  the  window 
and  “the  ends  justify  the  means”  is 
legitimized.  Mr.  Walker  needs  to  read  a 
history  of  the  Soviet  Union’s  purge  era  to 
see  how  this  works  —  Stalin  style. 

I  am  not  defending  the  oppression  of 
the  Somoza  era  in  Nicaragua,  just  like  I 
would  not  defend  the  oppression  of  the 
Czarist  era  in  Russia,  but  let’s  recognize 
the  situation  for  what  it  is.  After  all  the 
same  mentality  is  at  work  in  Nicaragua 
as  in  Poland,  Afghanistan,  Cambodia, 
and  the  Eastern  Bloc.  It’s  called  power 
and  control  whether  in  the  form  of  a  right 
wing  dictator  or  a  left  wing  junta.  The 
result  is  the  same,  only  the  disguise  is 
different.  It’s  time  we  shelved  our  self- 
righteous  masochism /guilt  and  recog¬ 
nized  reality. 

Kent  Cooper 

Deming,  New  Mexico 

UMs  could  return 
to  ‘deepest  roots’ 

To  the  Editor : 

Roy  Beck's  March  26  article  and  book 
review  regarding  “Paths  to  Transforma¬ 
tion”  by  K.  M  and  B.  A.  Rogers  was 
excellent!  I  intend  to  buy  the  book. 


As  a  former  home  missionary,  youth 
director,  instructor  in  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission  and  lifelong  "insider” 
in  the  UMC,  I  have  experienced  first¬ 
hand  some  of  the  good  that  has  been 
done,  and  is  being  done,  by  dedicated  in¬ 
dividuals  within  the  United  Methodist 
structure.  However,  the  assessments 
made  by  the  Rogers  were  also  very  much 
a  part  of  my  experience. 

I  pray  that  this  book  will  be  read  and 
taken  seriously,  and  that  possibly  we,  as 
United  Methodists,  could  “return  to 
Methodism’s  deepest  roots.” 

Patti  Waser 
Waco,  Texas 

Racial/sexual  reference 
in  story  inappropriate 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  article 
headlined  “  ‘Pledge’  offers  teens  defense 
weapon”  in  your  April  2  issue.  I  was 
appalled  by  the  last  paragraph  in  the 
article. 

I  fail  to  understand  why  the  author  felt 
the  need  to  remark  on  the  sexual  and 
racial  composition  of  this  group  of  young 
people.  I  am  even  more  disappointed  in 
the  UMR’s  decision  to  print  an  article 
with  such  irrelevant  references  in  it. 

Such  references  only  emphasize  how 
very  far  the  church  is  from  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race 
and  sex. 

Mary  Ann  Pullin 
Macomb,  Illinois 

Affirmation  of  former 
EUB  heritage  echoed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  couldn’t  agree  with  Cecil  Pottieger 
more.  In  his  March  26  letter  to  you  he 
emphasized  that  we  are  United 
Methodists,  whereas  Toby  Gould  had 
referred  to  us  simply  as  Methodists. 
There  also  are  other  Methodist  denom¬ 
inations  that  are  not  a  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church  brought  its  heritage  into  the  1968 
merger  also.  If  one  studies  our  history, 
one  will  see  that  the  founders  of  the 
E.U.B.  Church  were  very  much 
respected  by  Asbury  and  Coke.  Also, 
Otterbein  was  very  influential  on 
Asbury.  Some  of  us  who  were  E.U.B. 


members  often  feel  as  though  we  were 
taken  over  in  the  merger  and  now  feel 
left  out  when  we  are  referred  to  simply 
as  Methodists.  We  never  were  and  are 
not  simply  Methodists;  we  are  United 
Methodists. 

Mr.  Potteiger  serves  us  all  well  in 
reminding  us  that  a  united  body  will 
serve  God  better  than  a  divided  one. 
When  we  omit  the  United  in  our  name,  we 
leave  out  many  people  with  a  rich,  strong 
faith  and  heritage. 

I  wonder,  could  we  read  in  the 
Reporter  a  little  about  piety,  the 
teachings  of  Otterbein  and  Albright  as 
well  as  John  Wesley,  who  is  only  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church? 

J.  W.  Pfeiffer 
Orlando,  Oklahoma 

There  is  an  answer 
to  Holy  Land  question 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reply  to  the  question  posed  by 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  “Is  there  any 
such  place  for  Christians  as  ‘the  Holy 
Land’?”  (UMR,  March  12). 

Although  I  have  never  traveled  to  any 
foreign  land,  I  can  assure  you  there  IS 
such  a  place  as  “the  Holy  Land.”  It  is 
wherever  we  go  if  our  hearts  are  humble 
enough  to  serve  as  the  stable  in  which  the 
Babe  can  be  born.  This  can  be  in  a  slum 
area  where  we  meet  “the  least  of  these,” 
or  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  where  we  look 
out  over  the  majestic  splendor  of  God’s 
handiwork  and  praise  God  from  who  all 
blessings  flow. 

To  express  our  praise  for  our  Creator, 
we  must  recognize  our  responsibility  for 
greater  prayer  for  our  neighbors  in  the 
war-torn  Middle  East. 

Grandma  Hoff 
Millersville,  Pennsylvania 

‘Do-it-yourself’  TV 
ministry,  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  letter  by 
Barbara  Dale  of  Bedford,  on  a  headlined 
“  ‘Do-it-yourself  TV  ministry  helps 
community”  in  the  March  12  issue.  I 
have  to  assume  the  Bedford  churches 
have  perfect  or  almost-perfect 
attendance. 


It  would  be  a  mockery  to  spend  money 
for  video  or  telephone  equipment  for  a 
few  stormy  Sundays  as  long  as  the  seats 
stand  empty  when  the  weather  is  good. 
And  it’s  another  step  closer  to  the 
“electronic  churches”  which  already 
crowd  the  airwaves. 

George  H.  Williams 
Barney,  North  Dakota 


the  U.S.  with  the  repressive  regimes  that 
have  governed  Argentina,  Uruguay  and 
Bolivia  in  recent  years.  Instead,  I  shall 
draw  some  conclusions  that  are 
transparently  clear. 

First,  the  U.S.  has  been  far  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  preserving  capitalism  and  pro¬ 
tecting  foreign  investments  in  Latin 
America  than  in  furthering  political 
democracy  or  human  rights,  contrary  to 
our  national  heritage. 

Second,  the  U.S.  has  been  willing  to 
thwart  the  will  of  the  peoples  of  Latin 
America  and  subject  them  to  civil  strife 
with  a  terrible  toll  of  death  and  suffering 
in  order  to  maintain  U.S.  political  and 
military  influence. 

Third,  the  ground  on  which  U.S.  policy 
has  been  based  is  that  of  “national 
security”  —  the  need  to  keep  Soviet 
influence  out  of  the  Americas  and  to 
insure  that  friendly  governments  are  in 
control'. 

‘Superpowers’  act  the  same 

Aren’t  these  exactly  the  same 
characteristics  that  mark  the  USSR’s 
policies  toward  Eastern  Europe  — 
toward  Poland,  Czechoslovakia  and 
Hungary? 

The  USSR,  even  more  apprehensive 
after  the  Nazi  invasion  of  huge  areas  of 
Russia  in  World  War  II,  is  determined 
that  pro-Soviet,  communist  governments 
shall  continue  in  power  in  Eastern 
Europe.  The  Kremlin,  concerned  for 
Soviet  "national  security,”  is  prepared 
to  supply  weapons,  send  advisors,  and  if 
necessary  use  its  military  forces  to 
maintain  a  buffer  zone  between  its 
borders  and  Western  Europe,  no  matter 
what  the  cost  in  terms  of  repression  and 
injustice. 

Let  us  be  frank  and  admit  that 
superpowers  act  like  superpowers, 
whether  they  are  capitalist  or  com¬ 
munist.  They  push  smaller  and  weaker 
peoples  around  to  serve  their  own 
economic  interests  and  maintain  their 
own  political  and  military  power.  How 
about  less  hypocrisy  and  more  honesty 
on  all  sides? 

Christians  can  help 

I  suggest  that  this  is  one  point  on  which 
Christians  can  help.  Let  us  call  attention 
to  the  beam  in  our  own  eye  and  seek  to 
remove  it,  as  well  as  calling  attention  to 
the  beam  in  our  brother's  eye,  as 
Matthew  and  Luke  both  quote  Jesus  as 
urging. 

I  earnestly  hope  that  the  tens  of 
millions  of  Christians  in  the  USSR  will  be 
praying  and  pressing  their  government 
to  allow  the  Polish  people  to  choose  their 
own  course,  without  Soviet  interference, 
through  a  period  of  great  economic  and 
political  difficulty. 

Whether  they  do  so  or  not,  I  equally 
hope  that  the  tens  of  millions  of 
Christians  in  the  USA  will  be  praying  and 
pressing  their  government  to  allow  the 
people  of  El  Salvador  to  choose  their  own 
course,  without  U.S.  interference, 
through  a  period  of  great  economic  and 
political  difficulty. 

As  for  myself,  as  long  as  my  tax  dollars 
go  to  pay  military  advisors  and  supply 
weapons  that  serve  to  kill  thousands  of 
civilians,  I  am  an  accessory  to  murder, 
albeit  an  unwilling  one.  I  must  pray  for 
God’s  forgiveness  and  work  to  put  an  end 
to  this  dark  stain  on  our  nation’s  honor. 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  Herman  Will,  is  a  layman 
who  served  the  church  in  international 
affairs  staff  work  for  more  than  35  years. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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MEDITATIONS  FOR  THE  Christian  Year:  Each 
volume  contains  poems,  prayers,  recipes,  photos  and 
worship  ideas.  Now  available:  "Simply  Beginning" 
for  Advent.  "Celebrate"  for  Lent,  "Of  Wind  and 
Fire"  for  Pentecost  Entire  set,  $7.50.  Each  booklet. 
$2.95  Please  add  $100  for  postage.  Patchwork 
Central  Community,  100  Washington  Ave., 
Evansville.  IN  47713. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  NEEDED  to  teach 
seminary  students  Must  be  familiar  with  methods 
and  materials  of  the  major  Protestant 
denominations  Will  be  a  member  of  the  ministry 
division  and  will  assist  with  a  Doctor  of  ministry 
program  Doctorate  and  ordination  preferred  Rank 
dependent  on  qualifications  and  experience.  Women 
and  minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply  UDTS  is  a 
EOE  employer  Application  deadline  May  15,  1982. 
Contact:  Dean's  Office,  University  of  Dubuque 
Theological  Seminary,  2570  Asbury  Road,  Dubuque. 

I A  52001. 

WICHITA,  KANSAS  -  East  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  growing,  dynamic  church  of 
1,800  members  -  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of 
Youth  and  Young  Adult  Ministries.  Youth  include  70- 
voice  choir,  travel  activities,  etc.  Salary  negotiable 
Contact  Rev  Jack  Harris.  4407  E.  Douglas.  Wichita, 

KS  67218. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  First 
UMC,  Beaumont,  Texas.  Salary  negotiable  Open 
June  l.  Send  resume:  Dr  Wallace  Shook.  701  Calder, 
Beaumont,  Texas  77701 

VISALIA  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 
seeking  a  full-time  Minister  of  Music  This  is  a 
central  California  church  of  1,000  members 
Applicants  should  have  training  and  experience  in 
directing  choral  music  Organ/orchestral  ability 
desirable.  A  strong  faith,  administrative  ability  and 
leadership  skills  are  essential.  Salary 
commensurate  with  training  and  experience 
Position  available  summer  1S82.  For  further 
information  contact  Mrs.  Alden  Munson,  1701  County 
Center  Drive.  Visalia,  CA  93277,  < 209)  732-2023 

CALVARY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  is  currently  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  lay  person  or  diaconal  minister  to  join  its 
present  three-person  professional  staff. 
Responsibilities  will  concentrate  in  the  area  of  youth 
and  education  programming  Must  have  experience 
Send  inquiry  and  resume  to:  Harvey  C.  Martz,  4210 
Templeton  Gap  Road,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80918 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  and  kindergarten  for 
fast,  growing  dynamic  church,  to  work  on  multiple 
staff  Church  school  attendance  averages  320,  130 
pupils  in  weekday  kindergarten  (ages  3-5).  Salary 
based  on  experience  and  qualifications.  Apply  to 
Colonial  Hills  UMC.  P  O  Box  21AA,  San  Antonio.  TX 
78201 

MINISTER  WANTED  TO  BEGIN  a  pastoral 
counseling  center  at  a  large,  downtown,  multi-staff 
church.  Specialized  training  and  experience 
required  Exciting  opportunity  for  one  who  would 
like  to  develop  a  counseling  ministry  Send  resume  to 

Dr  J  Woodrow  Hearn.  P  O.  Box  1349,  Baton  Rouge. 

LA  70821. 

CUSTOM  STOLES,  banners,  paraments:  Elaine 
Aniol  Wilson.  Designs  for  Worship,  P.  O  Box  7080, 
Dallas.  TX  75209 

NEEDED:  DCE,  emphasis  upon  youth  Experience 

and  master's  preferred  Job  description  available 
Send  resume:  Kingston  UMC.  P  O.  Box  248, 
Kingston,  TN  37763  Phone  < 615)  376-6337 

FOR  SALE  —  23  Collegiate  choir  robes,  Chorale 
style,  Imperial  fabric  (100  percent  solution-dyed 
acetate  —  dry  clean),  Saturn  =5380  color  (maroon), 
with  gild/white  stoles.  Call  Danny  Ray  (214  )  526- 
6221. 

CHURCH  WITH  AVERAGE  attendance  700  in 
worship.  470  in  church  school  seeks  full-time  Music 
Director  for  graded  choir  program.  Bachelor's  in 
Music  and  personal  Christian  commitment  required 
Salary  negotiable  Resume  should  be  addressed  to 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  c/o  Pastor-Parish 
Committee.  1206  Greenwood  Ln..  Alamogordo.  NM 
88310.  • 

TEENAGERS.  THEIR  PARENTS  and  Teachers. 
You  should  be  interested  in  High  School  Crossroads 
by  Ernest  S.  Griffith.  The  text  is  based  on  a 
remarkablv  successful  senior  high  Sunday  school 
class  taught  by  the  author  Obtainable  from  St. 
Andrews  Press,  507  Plantation  Rd..  Tallahassee,  FL, 
or  your  local  bookstore  Hard  cover,  $10  00;  soft 
cover,  $5.00  ( 160  pp. ) .  Net  proceeds  will  go  to  Church 
World  Service. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  or  Director  (lay  person)  of 
evangelism  Knows  Christ  personally  -  aoie  to  train 
others.  Send  resume:  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church.  3295  Meade  Ave  .  San  Diego.  CA  921 16. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and 

Evangelistic  Ministries  for  a  small  but  fast-growing 
•church.  Salary  package  is  from  $12,000  to  $15,000. 
Send  correspondence  to  Search  Committee,  First 
UMC,  Box  31 .  Trinity.  TX 75862 

GIRL  WITH  VIBRANT  personal  Christian  faith 
wishes  to  share  her  Texas  A  &  M  apartment  with 
young  lady :  Write  Box  66.  Elmore.  AL  36025 

GROWING  FLORIDA  CHURCH  seeks  retired  minis¬ 
ter  or  DCE  to  give  part-time  guidance  to  a  develop¬ 
ing  ministry  for  mature  adults.  Box  5706,  Titusville, 
FL  32780. 

Ministries  position  open  July  1,  1962  Submit  resume 
by  Mav  1  to  Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church, 
1201  S.E.  Irvine  Blvd..  Tustin,  CA  92680.  (714  )  544- 
3653 
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National  service  spearheads  relief  through  church 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  WINDSOR,  Maryland  -  The 
storm  season  never  ends  in  a  national 
interfaith  office  here  in  this  tiny  town 
only  an  hour  or  so  drive  from  Washington 
or  Baltimore. 

It’s  the  office  of  the  coordinator  for 
domestic  disaster  for  Church  World 
Service,  the  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  Not  that  things  are 
hectic  or  stormy  in  the  office  itself;  it’s 
just  that  when  the  tornado  season  ends  in 
Texas,  Oklahoma  and  other  states  in 
“tornado  alley,"  hurricane  season  opens 
along  the  seaboards.  Then  there  are 
spring  floods  in  the  Midwest,  blizzards  up 
East,  earth  tremors  out  West.  .  . 

For  several  years,  and  for  the  past  10 
in  particular,  local  church  members  in 


places  like  Paris,  Tex.,  most  recently 
and  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  or  Xenia,  Ohio, 
or  Johnstown,  Penn.,  in  years  past  have 
received  particularly  effective  help  from 
this  office. 

The  big  contribution  of  the  domestic 
disaster  office,  according  to 
administrative  assistant  Brenda 
Palsgrove,  is  that  of  bringing  local 
people  together  on  an  inter-faith  basis 
after  a  disaster  strikes  like  the  Paris 
tornado  earlier  this  month  (see  related 
story  on  this  page)  or  the  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind. .  flood.  ( see  Reporter  April  2) 

Church  World  Service  does  this  by 
sending  someone  from  its  national  office 
or  a  volunteer  consultant  near  the  scene 
into  the  disaster  area.  The  first  job  for 
that  person,  says  Ms.  Palsgrove,  is  to 
identify  the  local  religious  leader, 


someone  who  has  enough  clout  to  call 
religious  leaders  together  and  get  them 
working  together  to  respond  to  the 
community’s  needs. 

Then,  if  the  damage  is  severe  enough 
and  the  recovery  looks  as  if  it  will  take  a 
year  or  more  to  complete,  the  relief 
agency  helps  local  church  people 
organize.  This  independent  local 
organization  is  usually  known  as 
Interfaith  Disaster  Services,  Inc. 

Factors  in  deciding  local  effort 

Whether  a  local  community  needs  to 
organize  an  Interfaith  depends  in  part, 

Ms.  Palsgrove  said,  on  the  extent  of 

‘Recovery* to  take  1 8  months 


destruction  and  the  number  of  persons 
displaced  because  of  destroyed  or 
damaged  housing.  Those  estimates  come 
to  her  agency  from  the  American  Red 
Cross  and  from  government  agencies. 

Another  question,  she  said,  is  how 
much  of  the  individual  losses  will  be 
covered  by  insurance.  In  a  stricken  area 
like  Paris,  Tex.,  in  which  the  tornado  hit 
hard  in  a  low-income  area  where 
insurance  was  minimal,  the  long-range 
recovery  assistance  need  is  high. 

Full-scale  government  and  private 
disaster  relief  can  begin,  Ms.  Palsgrove 
said,  only  after  the  President  declares  a 
given  place  a  disaster  area,  as  President 


Reagan  did  for  Paris,  on  April  8 
Government  agencies  immediately  set 
up  offices  to  process  applications  for 
home  rebuilding  loans,  small  business 
assistance,  unemployment  benefits,  etc. 

A  local  Interfaith  agency  with  its  own 
corporate  charter  and  its  own  local 
directors  and  volunteers,  can  fill  a  vital 
need  at  this  point,  Ms.  Palsgrove  said, 
because  many  persons  in  a  stricken  area 
are  suspicious  of  those  offering 
assistance.  So  Interfaith  advocates, 
making  their  church-related  response 
very  clear,  use  their  influence  and 
reassuring  presence  to  help  people  apply 


After  tornado  conies  long  road  back 


v.vcfc'J©! 


A  weeping  woman  finds  a  pile  of  mattresses  the  only  handy  place  to  sit  after  a  flood 
swept  through  her  town  and  wrecked  her  home.  Inter-religious  responses  to  disasters 
like  floods  and  tornadoes  have  been  coordinated  locally  since  1972  by  organizations 
known  as  Interfaith  Disaster  Services,  Inc.  —  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  service  photo 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

PARIS,  Tex.  —  “The  federal  agencies 
and  the  Red  Cross  leave  after  about  60 
days  and  then  it’s  up  to  the  community, 
with  volunteer  help,  to  get  back  on  its 
feet,’’  said  Johnie  Harris,  a  consultant 
with  Church  World  Service  who  is 
helping  organize  the  inter-religious 
recovery  effort  here  in  the  wake  of  a 
killer  tornado  on  April  2. 

Ms.  Harris  headed  a  similar 
organization  in  her  native  Wichita  Falls, 
Tex.,  after  a  tornado  ravaged  that  city  in 
1979.  That  effort  took  30  months. 

It  has  been  three  weeks  since  the  fierce 
tornado  ripped  apart  this  northeast 
Texas  town  of  about  25,000.  People  have 
just  about  sifted  and  salvaged  all  they 
can  from  the  rubble  which  used  to  be 
homes. 

The  physical  and  emotional  wounds 
following  the  twister  which  killed  10  and 
injured  at  least  200  persons  are  still 
fresh.  Those  who  lost  family  members 
still  grieve;  those  who  lost  their  homes 
and  all  their  possessions  still  stare  at  the 
piles  of  splintered  wood,  stone  steps  and 
broken  TV  sets  with  a  hint  of  disbelief  on 
their  faces. 

The  spirits  of  many  Paris  residents 
seem  up,  but  Ms.  Harris  said  the 
realization  of  total  loss  has  not  yet  hit. 
“Most  people  are  still  feeling  lucky  they 
survived  and  are  busy  cleaning  and 
settling  themselves  temporarily,”  she 
said.  But  this  “heroic”  phase  soon 
passes. 

Churches  aid  recovery 

Next  is  the  “relief  period"  of  20  to  60 
days  when  temporary  adjustments  and 
repairs  must  be  made  and  applications 
filed  for  assistance  from  government 
agencies,  the  Red  Cross,  the  Salvation 
Army  and  so  on. 

Then  comes  Phase  3,  the  “recovery 
•period,”  estimated  at  up  to  18  months 
here,  when  the  victims  of  a  disaster  are 


Rumor  mill  keeps  churches  busy 

Non-existent  threats  have  atheist ,  others  at  work  again 


Compiled  From  News  Stories 

Three  unfounded  rumors  have  church 
members  nationwide  rallying  to  counter 
non-existent  threats,  according  to 
government  and  church  officials. 

•  Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  is  not 
petitioning  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  to  remove  all  religious 
broadcasting  from  the  airwaves; 

•  Danish  film  producer  Jens  Jorgen 
Thorsen  abandoned  plans  to  make  a 
movie  about  the  alleged  “sex  life  of 
Jesus”  in  1977; 

•  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  “Church 
Regulation  Bill"  being  considered  by 
Congress. 

A  new  wave  of  letters  and  petitions 
about  the  non-existent  effort  by  Ms. 
O’Hair  to  remove  all  religious 
broadcasting  from  the  airwaves  has 
Federal  Communications  Commission 
officials  scratching  their  heads  in 
wonder.  They  thought  they  had 
succeeded  in  convincing  the  public  there 
was  no  truth  in  the  rumor.  Letters  urging 
the  FCC  to  deny  Mrs.  O’Hair’s  petition 
peaked  at  2.3  million  in  1978  and  fell  to  a 
trickle  of  500, 000  in  1981. 

In  March  a  new  surge  of  223,000  letters 
poured  into  the  FCC. 

In  the  early  1970’s,  two  broadcasting 
producers  —  but  not  Mrs.  O’Hair  — 
urged  the  FCC  to  examine  the  fact  that 
religious  broadcasters  were  being 
granted  FCC  licenses  to  air  educational 
programming.  The  two  producers  main¬ 
tained  that  the  religious  broadcasters 
were  not  presenting  educational 
material  but  rather  religious 
propaganda  and  thus  should  not  be  given 


the  privilege  of  an  educational  license. 

The  FCC  in  1975  rejected  the  petition, 
saying  an  examination  of  only  religious 
broadcasts  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
separation  of  church  and  state. 

“Only  God  knows  what  happened 
next,”  wrote  Jim  Lackey  in  a  National 
Catholic  News  Service  story,  “but 
somehow  the  FCC’s  number  on  the  case, 
RM  2493,  and  the  name  of  Mrs.  O’Hair 
became  linked,  and  the  letters  began 
flowing  in." 

Most  of  the  letters  arriving  daily  at  the 
FCC  cite  the  case  as  RM  2493  and 
specifically  point  to  Mrs.  O’Hair  as  the 
instigator. 

Another  recurring  protest  is  against  an 
alleged  movie  on  "the  sex  life  of  Jesus.” 
In  the  early  70s,  Danish  producer 
Thorsen  had  been  planning  a  movie  but 
was  refused  permission  to  film  in  several 
countries  and  eventually  gave  up  the 
idea. 

Modern  People  News,  a  magazine 
based  in  Franklin  Park,  III.,  took  a  poll  of 
its  readers  in  1977  asking  what  they 
thought  of  the  proposed  film.  The 
magazine  sent  a  copy  of  the  results  to 
Mr,  Thorsen  and  later  ran  an  article 
noting  that  the  film  project  had  been 
canceled. 

The  magazine  continues  to  receive 
letters  about  the  film  and  had  to  hire  a 
secretary  just  to  send  out  printed 
disclaimers  on  the  matter. 

Of  more  recent  origin  is  a  campaign 
against  an  alleged  “Church  Regulation 
Bill”  being  considered  in  Congress. 

“There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  ‘Church 
Regulation  Bill,’  “  said  Robert  P.  Dugan 


Jr.,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Public 
Affairs  for  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelicals  in  Wheaton,  Ill. 

He  said  many  Cnristians  apparently 
don’t  realize  that  the  so-called  “Church 
Regulation  Bill”  is  nothing  more  than  an 
unfair  characterization  of  the 
Administration  bill  (S2024  in  the  Senate, 
H.R.  5313  in  the  House)  that  would  only 
deny  tax  exemption  to  the  organizations 
which  maintain  schools  with  racially 
discriminatory  policies. 

Mr.  Dugan  said  Christian  schools  that 
do  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race 
have  little  to  fear  from  the 
Administration  bill.  The  Internal 
Revenue  Service  would  enforce  the 
measure  if  enacted,  but  that  does  not 
mean,  he  said,  that  the  proposal  would 
grant  the  IRS  vast  new  powers  to  tax, 
review  and  regulate  churches  which 
maintain  Christian  schools. 

Rumors  have  been  circulating  in 
church  newsletters  suggesting  that  the 
bill  would  impose  race  and  sex  quotas  on 
churches  and  give  the  IRS  the  right  to 
examine  church  records  back  to  1970. 
Mr.  Dugan  said  Christians  have  been  led 
to  believe  the  church  faces  the  worst 
persecution  since  Christians  were 
thrown  to  the  lions.  “Don’t  believe  it,”  he 
said. 

Congress  is  hoping  the  Supreme  Court 
will  act  in  the  Bob  Jones  University  case; 
such  a  decision  could  well  make  any 
legislation  expressly  denying  tax 
exemption  to  private  schools  that 
practice  racial  discrimination 
superfluous,  he  said. 


People  in  the  news. . . 


Two  women  seek  Congress 

At  least  two  United  Methodist 
women  have  tossed  their  hat  in  the 
ring  as  the  1982  Congressional  election 
campaigns  begin. 

The  Rev.  Marianna  Frost  of 
Prospect,  Tenn.,  says  she  is 
“definitely  not  a  political  preacher.” 

“I  don’t  just  want  to  stand  on  the 
sidelines  and  agitate  from  the  safety 
and  security  of  my  pulpit,"  she  said. 
“I  want  to  demonstrate  what  I  believe 
by  example.” 

So  Ms.  Frost  is  a  Republican 
candidate  for  the  newly-created  4th 
Congressional  District  of  Tennessee. 

Ms.  Frost,  43,  said  she  is  extremely 
alarmed  at  the  “moral  decay  in  this 
country  and  the  lack  of  jnotivation” 
she  perceives  in  many  mainline 
Christian  churches.  “My  primary 
reason  for  seeking  this  office  is  to 


encourage  more  Christian  involve¬ 
ment  in  government.  I  think  our 
churches  have  misinterpreted 
separation  of  church  and  state  to 
mean  non-involvement." 

Ms.  Frost,  who  was  ordained  in 
1976,  is  pastor  of  the  Highland-Lincoln 
UMC  Charge  in  Lincoln  County  but 
was  granted  a  leave  during  her 
campaign.  Her  two  sons  manage  the 
farm  while  she  and  her  husband,  Ken, 
are  on  the  campaign  trail.  But  she 
returns  home  each  Sunday  to  teach 
Sunday  school. 

Her  opponent  in  the  race  is  Cissy 
Baker,  daughter  of  U.S.  Senate 
majority  leader  Howard  Baker  (R- 
Tenn.). 

Dede  Casad,  a  United  Methodist 
laywoman  in  Dallas,  hopes  to  bring  “a 
sense  of  balance  and  fair  play”  to  the 


Ms.  Casad  Ms.Frost 

U.S.  Congress  if  elected  to  represent 
the  3rd  Congressional  District  here. 

Ms.  Casad,  candidate  for  the 
Republican  nomination,  said  she’s  a 
"non-professional  politician.” 

As  a  Christian  and  active  member 
of  Lovers  Lane  UMC  here,  Ms.  Casad. 
53,  said,  “The  church  is  probably  the 
best  training  ground  for 
‘  The  church  is  the  place  where  I 
developed  my  moral  values  —  the 
kind  of  values  the  majority  of  middle 
Americans  can  relate  to. " 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


trying  to  deal  with  their  grief,  anger, 
loneliness,  discouragement,  the  loss  not 
only  of  house  or  furniture,  but  also  of 
treasured  mementoes.  For  some  it  also 
means  a  loss  of  reality  and  of  religious 
faith. 

It  is  for  phase  2  and  3  that  church 
response  is  organized,  and  phase  3  may 
be  when  the  churches  have  the  most  to 
offer. 

Immediately  after  the  storm  struck,  50 
to  70  persons  who  had  lost  their  homes 
flocked  to  First  United  Methodist  Church 
for  shelter.  The  Rev.  Richard  Atkinson 
said  the  church  since  then  has  housed  the 
Red  Cross  food  service  where  some  700 
morning  and  noon  meals  are  served 
daily. 

“Having  never  had  anything  like  this 
happen  here  before,  we  have  to  ask 
‘what’s  this  day  going  to  bring.’  We  have 
to  take  it  one  day  at  a  time,"  Mr. 
Atkinson  said. 

Mount  Zion  UMC,  a  116-member 
congregation,  served  hot  meals  to  100 
tornado  victims  each  day  for  almost  two 
weeks,  delivering  meals  to  those  who 
could  not  get  to  the  church.  The  Rev. 
Roger  Woods  said  his  members  donated 
groceries  to  families  hit  by  the  twister. 
“We’ve  given  almost  $1,300  out  of  our 
pockets  to  people  who  were  just  wiped 
out,”  he  said.  “You  can  do  that  when  you 
feel  blessed  to  have  survived.” 

The  churches  mobilized  immediately 
and  have  maintained  their  zeal,  the 
townspeople  say.  Just  last  week,  with 
Ms.  Harris  representing  Church  World 
Service,  several  denominations  united  to 
form  Interfaith  Disaster  Services,  Inc. 
(IDS).  A  non-profit  corporation,  it  will 
coordinate  local  and  out-of-town 
volunteer  efforts,  administer  gifts  and 
grants  from  service  and  church 
agencies,  and  organize  counselors. 


clergy  and  lay  persons  to  face  the 
emotional  and  financial  ordeal  ahead 
(see  related  story  on  this  page  and 
editorial  on  page  2.). 

‘Advocates’  to  be  trained 
The  next  step  for  the  Interfaith  agency 
since  Paris  has  been  declared  a  federal 
disaster  area,  is  to  train  50  church 
“advocates”  to  assist  disaster  victims  in 
filling  out  forms  for  financial  aid, 
insurance  claims  and  medical  assistance. 

“Volunteers”  are  responsible  for  the 
physical  labor  in  clean-up  and  repair, 
etc.,  but  the  “advocates”  are  needed  for 
one-on-one  counseling  and  guidance  in 
addition  to  helping  people  fill  out  forms 
and  applications. 

“These  are  the  people  who  will  listen  to 
the  victims  and  help  them  set  —  and 
achieve  —  goals  for  rebuilding, 
refurnishing  and  recovery.”  Ms.  Harris 
said.  She  said  each  pastor  in  Paris  was 
asked  to  recruit  five  persons  for  the 
training. 

Ms.  Harris  said  pastors  have  also 
discussed  ways  to  counsel  disconsolate 
survivors.  “We  have  talked  with  local 
The  Rev.  Glynn  Vickers  of  Calvary 
UMC  said  he  is  taking  a  cue  from  clergy 
colleagues  in  Wichita  Falls  170  miles 
away  in  not  waiting  for  his  members  to 
seek  counseling.  He  said  he  is  visiting 
several  families  each  day.  “Some  of 
them  just  don’t  think  to  come  to  the 
pastor  at  a  time  like  this.  They  are  busy 
with  other  things,  so  I  go  to  them  .  ” 

Even  though  relief  and  recovery 
efforts  are  underway,  memories  such  as 
these  will  linger  for  months; 

“I  was  sitting  in  my  room  and  I  looked 
out  of  my  window  and  here  the  tornado 
came.  It  was  big,  Lord,  so  big.  I  yelled 
and  my  family  and  I  just  ran  out  and  got 
into  the  car  and  drove  off.  ’  ’ 


General  fund  totals  rise 


EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  - 
Despite  severe  weather  in  much  of  the 
nation,  and  a  troubled  economy 
generally,  United  Methodists 
supported  financially  the  worldwide 
programs  of  their  church  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1982  at  a  rate  almost  17 
percent  ahead  of  the  same  period  a 
year  ago. 

According  to  a  report  released  here 
April  5  by  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration, 
contributions  toward  18  benevolence 
and  administrative  funds  were  $12.1 
million  through  March  31  of  this  year, 
compared  with  approximately  $10.4 
million  a  year  ago. 

The  first  quarter  giving  in  1982  is  a 
marked  turnaround  from  the  first 


quarter  of  1981  when  a  decrease  of  18 
percent  was  reported  compared  with 
1980. 

World  Service,  the  basic  program 
fund  of  the  denomination,  was  up 
almost  nine  percent  with  $3  million 
received  toward  this  year's  asking  of 
$29.9  million. 

Largest  single  gain  was  almost  117 
percent  in  Student  Day  offerings.  The 
largest  decrease  was  approximately 
59  percent  in  World  Communion 
giving. 

Other  significant  increases  included 
national  and  world  missions,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
Human  Relations  Day  and  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing. 


for  whatever  benefits  they  are  entitled 
to. 

After  a  local  Interfaith  agency  is 
organized,  local  directors  must 
determine  about  how  long  they  think  the 
recovery  effort  will  take  —  a  year  to  18 
months  is  typical  —  and  establish  a 
budget  for  the  long-range  recovery.  They 
then  send  their  budget  to  the  domestic 
relief  office  here. 

A  letter  then  goes  from  Church  World 
Service’s  Executive  Director  Paul 
McCleary  in  New  York  to  16 
denominations  which  have  agreed  to 
participate  in  this  inter-religious 
response  to  domestic  disasters. 

It  is  up  to  each  denomination’s  relief 
agency  —  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  for  instance  —  to 
determine  how  much  to  contribute,  if 
anything,  to  the  local  Interfaith  recovery 
budget. 

How  local  church  can  help 

What  is  the  best  immediate  response 
for  local  churches  in  a  stricken  area,  to 
make  —  not  only  minutes  or  hours  after 
the  disaster  strikes  but  during  the  days  or 
weeks  before  a  formal  organized 
recovery  effort  begins? 

Ms.  Palsgrove  said  the  best  things  the 
local  churches  can  offer  are  shelter  and 
food,  not  only  to  victims  but  also  to  relief 
workers  who  come  immediately  to  the 
scene.  Later,  particularly  if  an  Inter¬ 
faith  agency  is  organized,  the  local 
churches  of  whatever  denomination 
should  participate  in  it,  she  said. 

What  of  churches  outside  the  stricken 
area,  whether  only  miles  or  hundreds  of 
miles  away?  They  should  not.  Ms. 
Palsgrove  said,  send  clothing  or  food,  as 
frequently  happens.  Those  needs  are 
better  met,  she  added,  by  the  Seventh- 
day  Adventists  who  have  enormous 
supplies  of  pre-sorted  (size,  season) 
clothing  and  by  Southern  Baptists  and 
others  with  their  mobile  kitchens  and 
amazing  capacities  to  serve  thousands  of 
meals  quickly. 

Which  is  easier  to  handle,  an 
anticipatable  disaster  like  a  flood  or  a 
sudden  one  like  a  tornado?  Ms. 
Palsgrove  answered  that  the  former  type 
—  the  flood  that  is  known  to  be  forming 
upstream  or  the  hurricane  that  is  being 
tracked  offshore  —  is  easier  to  handle 
precisely  because  it  can  be  anticipated. 
Sometimes,  as  in  the  case  of  this 
spring’s  flood  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 
her  agency  will  send  in  a  staff  person  to 
get  the  community  ready  ahead  of  time. 

Why,  Ms.  Palsgrove  was  asked,  are 
relatively  small  denominations  like  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  the 
Mennonites  and  the  Christian  Reformed 
Church  so  active  in  disaster  relief? 
“Because  service  to  our  brothers  and 
sisters  is  so  much  in  the  forefront  of  who 
we  are,”  answered  Ms.  Palsgrove, 
herself  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren. 

Storm  season  never  ends 
Winter-spring  of  1981-82  has  not  been 
one  of  the  roughest  storm  seasons  —  at 
least  not  yet.  she  added.  The  one  in  Paris 
is  the  worst  one  so  far  in  1982  and  the 
most  serious  since  the  tornado  in  Grand 
Island,  Neb.,  in  1980. 

Church  World  Service  has  an  entirely 
separate  network  for  responding  to 
disasters  overseas,  Ms.  Palsgrove  said. 

That  response  is  coordinated  out  of  the 
agency’s  New  York  offices,  and  staff 
persons  there  work  closely  with  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  in  Geneva  and 
with  inter-religious  and  government 
agencies  all  over  the  world  to  coordinate 
relief  efforts  for  maximum 
effectiveness. 


Secretaries 
form  group 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Church  secretaries  began 
what  one  veteran  observer  described  as 
“their  move  out  of  the  shadows”  with  the 
organization  here  April  14  of  the 
Professional  Association  for  United 
Methodist  Church  Secretaries 
(PAUMCS). 

The  new  association  elected  officers 
from  five  states,  adopted  a  working  set 
of  by-laws,  established  a  quarterly 
newsletter,  and  laid  plans  to  organize 
chapters  within  annual  conferences  and 
to  hold  a  national  meeting  each  year. 

Officers  are:  Mary  A.  Johnson  of 
Houston,  president;  Shirley  Taylor  of 
Oklahoma  City,  vice  president;  Beverly 
Robberson  of  San  Antonio,  secretary; 
Karen  Ford  of  Flint,  Mich.,  treasurer; 
Faye  Smith  of  St.  Simon’s  Island, 
Georgia,  newsletter  editor,  and  Patti 
Johnson  of  Ruston,  La.,  membership 
chairperson. 

Workshops  in  office-management  for 
church  secretaries  were  offered  as  part 
of  a  two-day  communication  clinic 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist-related 
Church  Resource  Systems.  Topics 
included  computers,  computer-assisted 
instruction,  public  relations,  and  church 
news  publications. 

Open  discussions  during  the  inaugural 
business  session  revealed  that  the  church 
secretaries  see  as  their  first  need  a 
system  of  professional  support.  Their 
next  priority,  participants  agreed,  is 
some  continuing  education  in  United 
Methodist  history,  doctrine  and  polity. 

The  Rev.  R.  Harold  Hipps  of  Nashville, 
representing  the  UMC's  Division  of  Dia- 
conal  Ministries  told  the  Reporter  that 
church  secretaries  have  been  somewhat 
intimidated  and  overshadowed  by  what 
were  thought  of  as  the  “professional” 
ministers  of  the  church. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


You  (  tin  Join  An  Elite  Group  Who  Hare  Set  Themseln 


mQ 

For  unsurpassed  quality  of  life-style  in  retirement,  look  into  the  excellence  of 
‘‘Life- Plan” at  the  Oak  Creek  Retirement  Campus  in  Lewisville.  An  exclusively 
planned,  remarkably  beautiful.  refreshingly  peaceful  retirement 

community  now'  under  construction  fSI  “Life  Plan”  sets  you  free  in 


retirement...  seven 

The  Freedom 
of  Security 

“Life  Plan”  retirement 
communities  feature 
24  hour  security  ser¬ 
vice,  emergency  call 
system  in  each 
residence,  fire  resistant 
construction,  fire  detection 
system,  security  conscious 
design  and  proper  management, 
so  that  you’ll  enjoy  peace  of  mind 

Freedom  from 

Loneliness 

One  of  the  wonderful  benefits  of 
"Life-Plan”  retirement  living  is 
freedom  from  loneliness.  The  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  personal  fulfillment,  for  set 
ting  your  own  pace  in  an  active  social 
life,  creates  the  desire  and  the  way 
for  you  to  enjoy  many  new  friends  in 
the  freedom  of  "Life  Plan” 

Another  Freedom. ..We  May 
Buy  Your  Home 

If  you  qualify  for  our  exclusive  home 
purchase  plan,  arrangements  can  be 
made  to  trade  a  portion  of  the  equity 
from  your  home  for  the  security  and 
enjoyment  of  a  "Life-Plan”  retire¬ 
ment.  .while  providing  protection  and 
an  investment  for  your  estate 

The  Freedom  of 
*  Financial  Security 

Only  “Life-Plan”  provides  fora  re 
fund  of  the  major  portion  of  your  en¬ 
dowment  to  you  if  you  move  or  to 
your  estate  Why  “giveaway”  your 
life  savings?  An  early  reservation 
freezes  your  endowment  cost  and 
locks  in  your  residence  location 
and  selection. 
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important  ways. 

For  the 
Freedom  of 
Independence 

Come  and  go  as  you 
please... with  your  own 
car  or  the  conveniently 
scheduled  transporta¬ 
tion  for  shopping, 
doctor’s  visits,  church, 
classes  and  special  events. 
Periodic  housekeeping  services 
can  be  arranged,  to  lighten  your 
household  chores  so  you  will  have 
more  time  to  enjoy  life  the 
“Life- Plan”  way 
Freedom  for  Social 
Involvement 

A  "Life-Plan”  community  offers  a 
splendid  campus-like  facility  for  a 
refined  retirement  which  sets  you  free 
from  home  maintenance  and  upkeep, 
free  to  entertain,  free  to  learn  a  newr 
craft,  or  free  to  simply  relax. 

Credibility... for  Freedom 
and  Security 

Each  “Life  Plan  retirement  community 
is  designed  for  persons  of  all  faiths,  and 
sponsored  by  concerned,  non  -profit 
organizations,  whose  primary  purpose 
is  to  serve  the  best  interests  of  the 
residents.  Look  into  “Life-Plan”  it's 
a  retirement  plan  you  can  live  with. 

1720  S.  Edmonds  I-une 
Lewisville.  Texas  7R067 
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□  Please  send  me  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  “Life-Plan”  retirement 
at  Oak  Creek. 

NAME _ AGE _ 

ADDRESS _ _ 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

TELEPHONE  _ 


Oak  Creek  Retirement  Campu' 
1720  S  Edmonds  Lane 
Lewisville.  Texas  75067 
(214)436-1571  UM 
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Liturgy  for 
Japanese  UM’s 
published 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  A  worship 
booklet  has  been  produced  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  help  Japanese¬ 
speaking  persons  in  Japanese  American 
churches  participate  more  meaningfully 
in  Sunday  services  and  in  holy 
communion. 

“A  Sunday  Service’’  has  been 
published  in  an  English-Japanese 
parallel  edition  by  the  Worship  Section  of 
the  denomination’s  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Yoshio  Ohtomo,  co¬ 
pastor  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Jose,  Calif.,  did  most  of 
the  translation  work  under  the  guidance 
of  a  text  committee  including:  the  Rev. 
Jonathan  Fujita,  Centenary  UMC,  Los 
Angeles;  the  Rev.  Nobuaki  Hanaoka, 
Pine  UMC,  San  Francisco;  and  the  Rev. 
Hidemi  Ito,  Arvada,  Colo. 

“Especially  for  the  Japanese-speaking 
congregations,  the  churches  have  made 
almost  no  attempt  at  meaningful 
changes,’’  the  committee  writes.  “Often, 
in  so-called  joint  worship,  the  Japanese¬ 
speaking  congregation  is  left  deaf  and 
dumb  in  pews,  without  the  opportunity  to 
take  part  and  understand  what  is  going 
on.  Ministers  of  some  denominations 
have  no  choice  but  to  read  liturgies  of 
other  denominations  which  have 
developed  texts  in  Japan.’’ 


TRINITY 


INTRODUCTORY  KIT  $15 
BOX  25101 
DALLAS.  TX  75225 


ORDER  FROM  THE  REGIONAL  SERVICE  CENTER 
SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1600  Queen  Anne  Road  •  P.  0  Box  309  •  Teaneck,  NJ  07666 
tr  201  Eighth  Avenue,  South  •  P  O.  Bo\  801  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 

§  1910  Mam  Street  •  P.  O  Box  298  •  Dallas,  TX  75221 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068 


Winning  cities  said  ‘vital’ 


GRAPEVINE,  Tex.  —  A  group  of  four  young  members  surprised  a  shut-in  member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  here  with  a 
"caring  raid."  Groups  of  four  to  six  youth  who  wanted  to  show  their  concern  for  older  members  or  shut-ins,  selected  members  to 
visit,  made  a  banner  to  give  to  the  person  and  brought  cookies  and  punch  along  when  they  visited. 

“After  their  first  •raid*,”  reported  the  youth  minister,  John  Harper,  “the  young  people  were  so  excited  they  wanted  to  do  it  again 
right  away.”  More  raids  are  already  scheduled  for  next  month,  he  said,  to  a  different  set  of  shut-ins. 

Members  on  the  receiving  end  were  equally  thrilled,  said  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  Abel.  “They  called  the  parsonage,  the 
church  office  and  their  friends  to  tell  how  great  the  young  people  are  at  the  United  Methodist  Church."  first  umc.  grapevine  photo 

Seminar  stresses  appreciation  for  aged 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  “How  do  we 
straighten  out  the  images  of  old  age 
which  are  so  devastating  and  so 
inaccurate?”  participants  at  a  United 
Methodist  seminar  on  aging  were  asked 
last  month.  “How  do  we  look  past  the 
wrinkles  and  see  the  soul?  ” 

“Older  persons  used  to  be  accorded 
respect,’’  said  Dr.  David  Oliver,  a 
gerontologist  (specialist  in  aging)  at 
United  Methodist-related  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology.  “They  were  thought  of  as 
sages,  elders,  states  persons.  Their  role 
in  our  society  and  our  church  was 
appreciated  and  valued.’’ 

But  the  commonly  held  image  in  the 
church  today  of  older  persons  is  that  of 
“senile,  bedridden  people  lying  helpless 
and  useless  in  nursing  homes,”  he  said. 

“That  image  is  false,"  he  emphasized 
at  the  seminar  here  on  “Images  of  Age: 
Two  Sides  of  The  Road”  conducted  by  a 
team  from  the  seminary’s  Oubri  A. 
Poppele  Health  and  Welfare  Center  in 
Kansas  City  which  has  a  special 
emphasis  on  aging.  It  was  held  at  Crown 
Heights  UMC  here  which  sponsors  an 
active  volunteer  group  of  older,  retired 
persons. 

Dr.  Oliver  said  the  church  needs  to  be 
sensitive  to  the  needs  of  persons  over  65 
since  about  40  percent  of  all  United 
Methodists  are  in  this  age  group.  The 
percentage  is  even  higher  in  some  parts 
of  the  country,  Dr.  Oliver  said. 


Only  about  five  percent  of  all  older 
people  live  in  nursing  homes.  Also,  he 
added,  despite  chronic  physical 
problems  common  to  persons  over  65,  84 
percent  in  this  age  group  are  functionally 
healthy  persons  and  far  from  useless. 

Dr.  Oliver  reminded  the  some  100 
participants  from  six  states  that  the 
church  can  turn  around  the  negative 
stereotypes,  myths,  and  negative 
attitudes  toward  older  persons.  "The 
trouble  is  that  churches  are  not  seizing 
the  opportunity.” 

One  reason  is  that  some  ministers  and 
church  members  fail  to  see  their  own 
strengths  and  feel  inadequate  or 
uncomfortable  around  older  persons. 

Dr.  Oliver  told  how  one  of  the  ministers 
in  St.  Paul’s  program  on  aging  reported 
to  him  how  fast  he  wrote  a  note  saying  he 
had  stopped  by  a  nursing  home  to  see  a 
parishioner.  “She  was  asleep,  and  he  was 
hurrying  for  fear  the  lady  would  wake  up 
and  he  would  have  to  talk  to  her.” 

“Most  of  the  people  who  are  uncom¬ 
fortable  around  older  persons  have  had 
very  little  contact  with  a  number  and 
variety  of  older  persons,”  Dr.  Oliver 
observed. 

For  that  reason,  he  said,  getting  to 
know  older  members  of  a  congregation 
or  in  one’s  own  community  is  one  of  the 
best  ways  to  dispel  myths  abotit  growing 
old. 

Two  ways  local  churches  can  foster 
such  experiences  are  by  developing  lay 
visitor  programs  or  “adopt  a 


grandparent”  programs.  Visitors  are 
trained  to  visit  elderly  shut-ins  or 
encouraged  to  “adopt”  older  persons  and 
treat  them  as  members  of  their  own 
family. 

“The  point  is,”  Dr.  Oliver  said,  “if  you 
get  to  know  older  people,  get  to  know 
their  stories,  you  can’t  help  but  love 
them.” 

Liturgies  and  scriptures  used  in 
worship  can  begin  to  dispel  false  images 
of  older  people  and  begin  to  honor  them 
as  did  the  early  church,  suggested  the 
Rev.  Larry  Wagley,  professor  of 
preaching  worship  and  evangelism  at  St. 
Paul.  Liturgies  which  honor  those  over  65 
can  be  one  of  the  bridges  between 
different  age  groups  within  the  church. 

Dr.  Oliver  said  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  beginning  to  take  some 
positive  steps  toward  turning  around 
images  of  aging.  This  year,  for  example, 
aging  is  a  national  program  emphasis. 

An  information  and  resource  service 
on  ministries  with  the  aging  is  available 
free  through  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  A  list  of  more 
than  50  topics  on  the  subject  —  ranging 
from  a  “theology  of  aging”  to  the 
programs  and  services  which  can  be 
developed  “for,  with  and  by  older 
persons”  —  can  be  secured  by  writing  to 
the  Section  on  Aging,  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Division,  1200  Davis  St., 
Evanston,  111.60201. 


DETROIT  (RNS)  —  “Christianity 
must  win  the  cities  of  the  world  or  it 
won’t  win  the  world,”  the  Rev.  Alan 
Walker  declared  here  in  one  of 
America’s  most  depressed  cities. 

The  pilot  project  in  urban  evangelism 
which  attracted  the  well-known 
Australian  preacher  was  a  first-of-a-kind 
World  Methodist  Evangelism  weekend. 
It  included  four  rallies  and  a  day  of 
“visioning,”  and  drew  black  and  white 
members  of  six  Methodist  denominations 
in  the  Detroit  area. 

“Christ  belongs  to  the  city,”  Mr. 
Walker  told  a  Saturday  evening  rally  at 
Metropolitan  United  Methodist  Church, 
host  for  the  three-day  event.  “Many 
people  don’t  have  that  picture  because 
Jesus  lived  in  the  countryside  and  all  his 
metaphors  were  of  sheep  and  flowers  and 
of  the  rural  life. 

God  where  people  are 

“God  belongs  to  the  city.  He’s  not  just 
out  among  the  valleys  and  the 
mountains.  Wherever  people  are,  He  is 
there.” 

Since  becoming  director  of  evangelism 


in  1978  for  the  World  Methodist  Council 
(WMC),  which  draws  on  some  50  million 
Methodists  in  92  nations,  Mr.  Walker  has 
preached  in  43  countries.  The  Australian 
pastor  is  only  the  second  clergyman 
outside  of  England  to  be  knighted  by 
Queen  Elizabeth  II. 

Speaking  in  a  city  which  has  an 

iGod  belongs  to  the 
city...wherever  people 
are ,  God  is  there.  ’ 

unemployment  rate  of  18  percent,  the 
evangelist  recalled  that  one  of  Christ’s 
most  famous  parables  —  the  one  about 
the  laborers  standing  idle  in  the 
marketplace  —  deals  with 
unemployment. 

“Christ  established  in  that  parable  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  society  and  the  duty  of 
employers  to  see  that  people  are  given  a 
basic  living  ability,”  he  said. 

“Interpreting  that  in  our  society,  it’s 
the  basis  of  our  belief  that  there  must  be 


the  church  today 


Search  committee  seeks  publisher 


CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (UMNS)  -  Search 
has  begun  for  a  person  to  fill  one  of  the 
most  influential  and  highest  paid 
positions  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

A  seven-member  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Publication  recently  outlined  its 
plans  here  to  search  for  a  president  and 
publisher  to  succeed  John  E.  Procter 
who  has  announced  his  retirement  from 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
no  later  than  August  1, 1983. 

Ewing  Werlein  Jr.,  president  of  the 
governing  board  of  the  Publishing  House 
and  its  search  committee,  said  the 
earliest  possible  time  a  successor  could 
be  named  is  October. 

Mr.  Procter  has  been  at  the  helm  of 
the  large,  Nashville-based  published 
enterprise  since  1970  but  has  been  on  the 
staff  more  than  40  years.  Two  years  ago 


at  the  time  of  the  1980  General 
Conference,  Mr.  Procter’s  salary  was 
reported  at  $81,000. 

Mr.  Werlein,  a  Houston  attorney,  said 
a  letter  announcing  the  opening  and 
asking  for  recommendations  or 
applications  will  be  mailed  this  month  to 
a  “longer  than  usual”  list  of  church 
leaders  with  a  special  effort  to  reach  lay 
persons,  ethnic  minorities  and  women. 

Some  board  members  expressed 
strong  opposition  to  the  committee’s 
possible  employment  of  a  professional 
executive  search  firm  which  Mr.  Werlein 
said  would  assist  in  the  search  for  and 
evaluation  of  candidates. 

Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen,  Raleigh,  N.C., 
said  the  charge  for  such  services, 
estimated  to  be  at  least  one  third  of  the 


annual  salary  of  the  president  and 
publisher,  would  be  a  waste.  He  said 
using  an  outside  “head-hunting”  firm 
would  be  precedent-setting  for  the 
church  which  has  always  found  its  own 
leadership  through  internal  denomi¬ 
national  channels. 

Mr.  Werlein  argued  that  the  house  has 
often  used  outside  consultants  for  a 
variety  of  tasks;  that  the  entire  board 
and  not  the  committee  would  make  the 
final  decision  on  a  candidate;  and  that 
the  person  being  sought  is  unique  among 
agency  executives.  He  said  the  president 
and  publisher  must  have  the  same 
qualities  as  other  board  and  agency 
heads  but  also  the  “business  acumen  to 
direct  a  $60-million-a-year  business 
which  is  operating  in  a  very  difficult 
economic  climate.” 


Publishing  House 
reports  sales  increases 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (UMNS)  -  Net 
sales  and  revenue  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House  were  up  over  the 
same  period  last  year  but  were  behind 
budget  projections,  President  and 
Publisher  John  E.  Procter  told  the  45- 
member  Board  of  Publications  meeting 
here  last  month. 

Reporting  on  the  first  six  months  of  the 
fiscal  year  beginning  August  1, 1981,  Mr. 
Procter  said  “we  continue  to  maintain  a 
reasonably  comfortable  financial 
posture.”  However,  he  warned  that  “any 
prolonged  extension  of  the  current 
recession  will  result  in  major  sales 
declines  during  the  last  four  months  of 
the  current  year  and  beyond.” 

Net  sales  for  the  six-month  period  were 
$32,555,716,  an  increase  of  $1,992,972  over 
the  same  six  months  in  the  previous 
year.  Net  revenue  for  the  period  totaled 
$2,804,949,  an  increase  of  $98,637. 

During  their  two-day  meeting  here,  the 
board  members  honored  retiring  editor 
of  church  school  publications,  Ewart  G. 
Watts,  and  confirmed  election  of  H. 
Claude  Young  Jr.  of  Winston-Salem, 
N.C.,  as  his  successor. 

Mr.  Procter  said  leadership  and 
teacher  training  is  far  higher  in 
importance  to  ethnic  minority  church 
leaders  than  the  production  of  resources 
“nobody  is  qualified  to  use.” 

He  expressed  excitement  about  the 
possibilities  of  using  videotape  and 
videodiscs  and  other  forms  of  electronic 
publishing  to  aid  ethnic  minority  church 
school  programs.  The  board  earlier 
authorized  $250,000  for  use  in  videotape 
experimentation. 

Whereas  the  church  has  usually 
introduced  new  concepts  in  the  majority 
white  church  and  then  let  them  filter 
down  to  the  ethnic  minority  congre¬ 
gations,  Mr.  Procter  said  the  Publishing 
House  wants  to  provide  a  new  form  of 
educational  medium  to  meet  some 
specific  needs  of  ethnic  minority  groups. 

College  fairs  planned 
to  recruit  UM  students 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Division  of  Higher  Education 


is  sponsoring  for  the  first  time  a  series  of 
pilot  projects  to  assist  denominational 
colleges  and  universities  in  recruiting 
United  Methodist  students. 

National  United  Methodist  College 
Fairs  are  scheduled  for  April  27  ,  28  and 
29  in  Atlanta,  Houston  and  Indianapolis 
respectively.  All  of  the  denomination’s 
colleges  and  universities  are  invited  to 
participate,  and  70  will  participate  in  one 
or  more  of  the  fairs. 

The  United  Methodist  college  fair 
concept  has  been  used  successfully  for 
several  years  by  the  Lutheran  Council  in 
theU.S.A. 

The  division  is  sending  information 
about  the  fairs  to  United  Methodist 
juniors  within  a  75  mile  radius  of  fair 
sites. 

Changing  influence  of 
black  church  explored 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  “Traditional 
beliefs  and  spiritual  values  in  the  black 
church  no  longer  have  as  much  influence 
on  individual  personality  growth  and 
development  as  they  once  did,”  writes  a 
United  Methodist  minister  in  a  new  book 
entitled,  “Pastoral  Counseling  and  Spiri¬ 
tual  Values :  A  Black  Point  of  View.  ’  ’ 

The  Rev.  Edward  P.  Wimberly  of  At¬ 
lanta,  said. 

“Coping  with  the  decline  of  traditional 
beliefs  and  values  has  become  a  central 
problem  of  the  black  community.  Black 
Power,  black  awareness  and  cult 
movements  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  ministry  of  the  future  must  be 
holistic,  with  specific  attention  given  to 
people  and  their  needs.” 


unemployment  relief,  that  there  must  be 
a  retaining  fee  given  to  people  when 
society  can’t  employ  them.” 

The  Australian  said  he  wished 
President  Reagan  would  read  that 
parable  again,  “because  I  think  it  would 
lead  him  to  rethink  the  seeming 
harshness  that’s  seeping  into  policy  in 
this  country.” 

He  told  the  Methodists  here  that  cities 
were  the  “toughest  scene  all  over  the 
world.”  A  native  of  Sydney,  a  city  of 
three  million  people,  he  noted  that  in 
1800,  two  percent  of  the  world  lived  in 
cities,  in  i960  it  rose  to  30  percent,  and  by 
1990  it  will  climb  to  60  percent. 

Mr.  Walker,  who  founded  Contact-Life 
Line,  a  crisis  telephone  ministry  now 
operating  in  100  countries,  said  he 
recently  asked  Life  Line  directors  to  list 
the  major  human  problems  with  which 
they  deal. 

Loneliness  major  problem 

The  most  common  human  problem  in 
the  world  is  the  simple  problem  of 
loneliness,”  he  said.  “And  it’s  at  its  worst 
in  cities.” 

The  clergyman  said  Detroit  was 
selected  for  this  pilot  project  because  the 
city  represents  “the  very  crux  of  the 
struggle  between  Christianity  and 
modern  culture.”  That  struggle,  he  said, 
is  to  penetrate  the  culture  with  Christian 
influence,  values  and  truth.  About  2.4 
million  persons  in  metropolitan  Detroit 
have  no  claim  to  any  faith. 

Listing  the  four  great  issues  of  the  time 
as  poverty,  racism,  war  and  spiritual 
darkness,  Mr.  Walker  said  in  an 
interview  that  there  was  much  “false 
evangelism”  in  the  United  States. 

‘The  evangelism  that  the  Methodist 
Church  stands  for  is  very  different  from 
much  of  the  evangelism  presented  in 
America.  (Methodist  evangelism)  has  a 
social  witness,”  he  said.  “In  my  view  an 
evangelism  that  does  not  also  grapple 
with  the  problems  of  society  is  false  .  .  . 
incomplete  evangelism.  You’ve  got  too 
much  of  it  in  America.” 

“  ‘Hallelujah,’  ‘praise  the  Lord,’  ‘I’m 
on  my  way  to  heaven,’  ‘I’m  saved,’  and 
couldn’t  care  less  about  the  20  million 
black  people  caught  up  in  the  vilest 
racism  in  South  Africa,  couldn’t  care  a 
hang  about  the  mounting  nuclear  arms 
race  .  .  .  about  the  250  million 
unemployed  in  the  world. 

“That  kind  of  Christianity,”  he  said, 
“Must  stink  in  God’s  nostrils.  It 
does  not  treat  people  as  people.” 

Meanwhile,  Methodist  evangelism 
leaders  attending  the  Detroit  conference 
adopted  a  resolution  opposing  nuclear 
weapons. 

The  six  denominations  participating  in 
the  conference  were  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  (AME),  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  (AME,  Zion), 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  (CME), 
Free  Methodist,  United  Methodist  and 
Wesleyan  churches. 
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(And,  at  a  money-saving  price!) 
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UM  educators’  magazine  gets  facelift 


NASHVILLE  —  The  Church  School 
magazine  of  yesterday  is  becoming 
Church  School  Today  and  is  scheduled 
for  a  face  lift.  The  change  is  the  latest  of 
several  that  have  characterized  the 
magazine  and  its  predecessors. 

Church  School  Today  is  still  the  only 
United  Methodist  magazine  giving  a 
comprehensive  view  of  Christian 
education  across  age  levels,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Ewart  G.  Watts,  editor  of 
church  school  publications. 

Beginning  with  the  summer  1982  issue, 
Church  School  Today  will  become  a  72- 
page  two-color  publication  with  a  four- 
color  cover.  According  to  editor  Ruth 
McDowell,  the  publication  will  be  divided 
into  two  distinct  parts:  two-thirds  of  the 
quarterly  magazine  will  be  the  theme 
section  and  one-third  will  be  the  planning 
section. 

Ms.  McDowell  says  the  purpose  of  the 
magazine  is  to  provide  information  on 
resources  and  practical  ideas  related  to: 

1)  local  church  study  programs; 

2)  biblical  foundations  and  current 
trends  in  Christian  education;  3)  special 
educational  emphases  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church;  4)  leadership 
development;  and  5)  planning, 
administration,  and  ^evaluation  of 
educational  ministries. 

Church  School  Today  is  designed  to 
help  educational  leaders  and  members  of 
the  commission  on  education  get  a 
comprehensive  view  of  Christian 
education  and  to  do  both  long-range  and 
short-range  planning  for  educational 
ministries,  she  points  out. 

The  planning  section  will  be  in  the 
center  of  the  publication  for  easy 
removal  and  use. 

“Since  1915  our  denomination  has 
provided  a  magazine  to  give  guidance  to 
leaders  of  the  Sunday  School,” 
comments  the  Rev.  Walter  N.  Vernon, 
historian  and  First  editor  of  The  Church 
School.  Vernon  says  the  first  such 
publication  was  published  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  and 
was  called  Worker’s  Council. 

From  its  beginning  in  1915  until  1941 
when  The  Church  School  magazine  was 


Separate  samplers  have  been 
prepared  for  planning  and  teacher 
training  in  all  three  age  groups: 
Young  Children,  Elementary  Children, 
and  Youth. 


And,  each  Sampler  contains  copies 
of  1982  Fall  quarter  Children's  Bible 
Studies'  or  Youth  Bible  Studies 
resources  for  teachers  and 
students,  plus  a  Sampler  Use  Guide, 
Publicity  Packet,  and  newest  issues 
of  Children's  Leader  or  Youth  Leader, 
Church  School  Today,  and  the 
Children's  or  Youth  Planbook. 


After  examining  the  new  resources 
in  the  Samplers,  you  may  return 
the  Samplers  for  credit  within  45  days 
in  salable  condition. 

The  Publicity  Packets  are  yours  to 
keep,  and  you'll  probably  want 
to  keep  all  of  the  resources  to 
use  in  your  classes. 


Save  on  each  Sampler.  Save  even  more 
when  you  order  all  three! 

Young  Children's  Sampler,  Elementary  Children's  Sampler,  and  Youth 
Sampler.  $94.05  value — Save  $24.10! 

Order  No.  0011.  $69.95 


Young  Children's  Sampler.  $23.30  value — Save  $4.35! 
Order  No.  0022.  $18.95 


started,  the  resource  for  local  church 
educators  was  called  at  one  time  or 
another  Graded  Magazine,  The 
Superintendent  and  His  Helpers,  Church 
School  Magazine,  The  Officer,  and 
Church  School  Journal. 

In  1941,  after  The  Methodist  Church 
came  into  existence  with  the  union  of 
1939,  the  Church  School  Journal  and  the 


Church  School  Magazine  were  combined 
and  called  The  Church  School.  Dr. 
Vernon  served  as  its  first  editor  from 
1941  until  1955. 

Curriculum  materials  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  developed  by  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


NASHVILLE  —  Four  editors  of  The  Church  School  magazine,  covering  its  41-year 
history,  met  here  recently  to  examine  their  past  endeavors  and  to  bid  Ruth  McDowell 
success  with  the  newest  version  of  the  publication  to  be  launched  this  summer. 

In  the  front  row  are  Ms.  McDowell,  the  present  editor,  and  the  Rev.  Walter  N. 
Vernon,  editor  from  1SU-1955.  In  the  back  row,  left  to  right,  are  Helen  Couch,  <1955- 
1962)  and  Lena  Mereness  (1962-1976).  Ms.  McDowell  holds  a  copy  of  the  new  Church 
School  Today  which  will  replace  The  Church  School.  Dr.  Vernon  holds  a  1941  issue  of 
The  Church  School.  united  methodist  publishing  house  photo 


Church  school  classes  for 
children  and  youth  can  preview 
the  new  Children’s  Bible  Studies 
and  Youth  Bible  Studies 
Series  now  by  ordering  the 
new  Samplers,  now  available 
from  Cokesbury. 
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^2  Ministers  to  Retire  from  Conference 


Twelve  ministers  will  be  retiring  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  at  this  year’s 
Annual  Conference  in  June. 

Some  of  the  ministers  have  served  all 
of  their  ministry  in  Louisiana  and  others 
have  come  from  conferences  around  the 
country,  such  as  the  Southern  New 
England  Conference,  the  North  Arkansas 
Conference,  the  Kentucky  Conference, 
the  Southwest  Texas,  North  Texas, 
Texas  and  Mississippi  Conferences. 

Woodrow  W.  Bevill  came  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  1962  from  the 
Mississippi  Conference.  He  was  received 
in  Full  Connection  and  ordained  an  elder 
in  June  of  1955.  Since  being  in  Louisiana, 
Bevill  has  served  charges  at  Wesley- 
Harmony  Chapel,  Pine  Grove,  Houma 
Heights,  Logansport,  Vinton  and 
Mangham-Crowley,  where  he  has  been 
the  past  10  years.  Bevill  and  his  wife, 
Rita,  have  been  married  since  1931. 

Dana  Dawson,  Jr.  started  and  stayed 
in  Louisiana  for  the  entire  period  of  his 
ministry.  Received  in  Full  Connection 
and  ordained  an  elder  in  November  of 
1944,  Dawson  has  since  served  New 
Orleans  Eighth  Street,  Munholland  and 
First  Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  where  he 
stayed  for  20  years.  He  has  been  on  Dis¬ 
ability  Leave  since  1974  because  of  poor 
health.  He  and  his  wife,  Mary,  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  1942. 

Floyd  M.  Durham  came  to  Louisiana 
from  the  North  Texas  Conference  in  1945. 
He  was  ordained  an  elder  and  brought  in 
Full  Connection  in  June  1950.  He  has 
served  Berwick-Patterson,  Mer  Rouge- 
Bonn  Ide,  Hall  Summitt,  Shreveport’s 
Trinity,  Curtis  Park  in  Bossier  City, 
Bernice,  Oil  City  and  since  1971  has  been 
chaplain  of  the  Veteran’s  Hospital  in 
Shreveport.  Durham’s  first  wife, 
Virginia,  died  in  1973.  He  and  his  second 
wife,  Margaret,  have  been  married  since 
1975. 

George  W.  Harbuck  is  from  the  Texas 
Conference,  having  served  charges  there 
before  transferring  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  1943.  He  was  the  minister 
who  started  Trinity  church  in 
Alexandria.  He  has  also  served 
Mansfield,  Broadmoor  in  Shreveport, 
First  Church  in  Monroe,  Oak  Park  in 
Lake  Charles  and  Gretna,  where  he  has 
been  the  last  11  years.  He  was  also 
District  Superintendent  for  the  Monroe 
district  and  was  staff  Chaplain  for  the 
Department  of  Institutions.  Harbuck  and 
Nancy  were  married  in  1944. 

John  B.  Koelemay  came  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  from  the 
Southwest  Texas  Conference  in  1943.  He 
has  served  as  assistant  at  First  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  Gilbert,  North  Highlands 
in  Shreveport,  Many,  Gentilly  in  New 
Orleans  and  has  been  the  chaplain  and 
director  of  program  at  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans  for  the  past  18  years.  He  and  his 
wife,  Helen,  were  married  in  1940. 

Carey  A.  Martin  has  served  the  Wesley 
Chapel-Lees  Landing  Charge,  Kentwood, 
Eunice-Ville  Platte,  First  Church  of 
Denham  Springs,  Algiers  and  Winbourne 
in  Baton  Rouge.  He  took  disability  leave 
in  July  of  1981  because  of  poor  health. 
Martin  received  Full  Connection  and  was 
ordained  an  elder  in  June  1964.  He  and 
Bobbie  have  been  married  since  1939. 

James  C.  Miles  has  served  the  St. 
James-St.  Landry  Charge  in  Springfield 
since  1972.  He  was  a  part-time  local 
pastor  until  he  retired  from  a  secular  job 
in  1977  when  he  became  a  full-time  local 
pastor. 

Isaac  A.  Patton  Jr.  came  to  Louisiana 
from  the  Kentucky  Conference  in  1951. 
He  was  received  in  Full  Connection  in 
1953.  Patton  has  served  the  Pioneer 
Circuit,  Downsville,  Stan  Avenue  in 
Monroe,  Brownsville  in  West  Monroe  and 
St.  Andrews  Bartholomew  since  1970. 
Patton  and  his  wife,  Velma,  were 
married  in  1943. 

George  F.  Pearce  Jr.  came  to 
Louisiana  in  September  of  1935  from  the 
North  Arkansas  Conference.  He  has 
served  the  Kentucky  Avenue  Mission, 
Broadmoor  in  Shreveport,  Memorial  in 
Monroe,  First  Church  of  DeRidder, 
Natchitoches  First  Church  of  Lake 
Charles  and  First  Church  of  Bossier  City 
for  the  past  seven  years.  He  was  also  a 
chaplain  in  the  Army  and  District 
Superintendent  for  the  Shreveport 
District.  Pearce  and  his  wife,  Frances, 
have  been  married  since  1940. 

John  Sayes  became  an  associate 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  in 
1955.  Since  that  time,  he  has  served 
Pollock,  Effie-Bethel,  Trout,  Pelican, 
Springfield  Charge  Elton-Basile,  Iowa- 
Bell  City-Hayes,  Bayou  Chicot  in 
Alexandria  and  the  Lecompte  Charge, 
where  he  has  been  for  the  past  four 
years.  Sayes  and  his  wife,  Odelia,  were 
married  in  1945. 


Edward  T.  Thomas  came  to  Louisiana 
from  the  Southern  New  England 
Conference  to  serve  as  associate  at  First 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  in  1948.  Since 
then,  he  has  served  First  Church  in 
Denham  Springs,  Hammond,  First 
Church  in  Minden,  Lake  Vista,  senior 
minister  at  Broadmoor  in  Shreveport  for 
the  past  five  years.  He  also  served  as 
District  Superintendent  for  the 
Natchitoches  District  for  two  years  and 
served  four  years  on  the  Ruston  District. 
Thomas  and  his  wife,  Louise,  were 
married  in  1944. 

Nathaniel  P.  Williams  was  received  in 
Full  Connection  in  May  1951.  He  has 
served  as  associate  at  Mount  Zion  in  New 
Orleans,  Warren  in  Lake  Charles, 
Hartzell  in  New  Orleans  and  Peck  in  New 
Orleans  for  nine  years.  Williams  and  his 
wife,  Allie,  have  been  married  since  1939. 


Floyd  Durham 
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Around  the  Conference 


Surgeon  to  speak  at 
Veteran’s  Seminar 

Dr.  Tex  Goen  Jr.,  heart  surgeon  at  St.  John’s  Hospital  in  Tulsa, 
Okla.,  will  speak  at  the  Tenth  Annual  seminar  on  Religion  and 
Medicine,  sponsored  by  the  Chaplain  Service  of  the  Veterans 
Administration  Medical  Center. 

The  seminar  will  be  April  30 
from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  according 
to  Donald  A.  Pabst,  director  of 
the  center  at  510  E.  Stoner  Ave., 

Shreveport. 

Topics  will  be  “Mental 
Attitude  Toward  Illness  and 
Major  Surgery,”  “Goal  Setting 
and  Motivation,”  and  “The 
Price  of  Involvement  —  Is  It 
Worth  It?” 

Goen  will  discuss  in  detail  his 
opinions  on  each  of  the  topics. 

Goen  is  a  veteran  of  over  400 
open-heart  operations  and  is 
convinced  a  positive  attitude  by 
the  patients,  families  and 
surgeons  is  as  important  as  the 
surgery  itself.  The  seminar  is 
open  to  all  medical  personnel,  clergy,  social  workers  and  other 
interested  persons  in  the  health  care  field. 

There  is  no  registration  fee,  but  registration  will  begin  at  8:30 
a  m.  in  room  2-W-47  at  the  Medical  Center. 
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Dameron  teaches 
Isaih  at  Zachary 


Estelle  Dameron  led  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  Zachary  in  their  study  of 
Isaiah  and  so  inspired  the  women  that  they  have  continued  the  study  on  their  own. 

Over  40  interested  women  from  Zachary,  Baker,  Deerford,  Clinton  and  Slaughter 
came  to  the  study. 

Dameron  is  the  third  from  the  left  in  the  photo. 


Lafayette  Men 
host  speakers 


The  Methodist  Men’s  Club  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette 
have  been  busy  and  seem  to  be  staying 
that  way. 

Mayor  Dud  LaStrapes  of  Lafayette 
spoke  to  the  group  about  the  proposed  l 
cent  sales  tax. 

Dr.  Zerben  H.  Bienvenue  Jr., 
presented  a  film,  “Right  to  Life”  for  the 
men. 


Kenny  Curtis,  president  of  the  United 
Christian  Outreach  spoke  to  the  group 
about  his  thoughts  on  the  Outreach. 

This  month,  the  group  held  “Ladies 
Night,”  with  former  governor  Edwin  W. 
Edwards  as  the  guest  speaker. 

Slated  for  the  May  meeting  will  be  the 
Rev.  Moses  T.  Jackson  Sr.,  district 
superintendent  for  the  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  district. 
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Broad-based  search  process  for 
Publishing  House  head  affirmed 


ALL  R16HT,  Y OU 
KIP $-• STOP  TIGHT- 

ing  back  there 

OR  I'LL  CLOBBER 

you 


A  Search  Committee  has  been  assigned 
the  task  of  seeking  and  recommending  a 
successor  to  John  E.  Procter,  who  will 
retire  in  1983  after  more  than  12  years  of 
distinguished  service  as  President  and 
Publisher  of  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  and  more  than  40 
years  total  employment  there. 

The  work  of  this  committee  and  its' 
final  recommendation  to  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Publi¬ 
cation  is  important  to  each  of  us  because 
the  person  selected  will  head  what  is 
probably  the  oldest  and  most  pervasive 
general  agency  of  our  church. 

The  Publishing  House  produces  and 
distributes  across  the  world  Christian 
education  materials  like  those  used  in 
most  of  our  Sunday  schools  and  Vacation 
Church  Schools.  It  likewise  publishes  and 
distributes  a  wide  variety  of  religious 
books,  our  hymnals,  the  ever -popular 
Interpreter’s  Bible  and  Interpreter’s 
Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  and  an 
increasing  number  of  multi-media 
materials.  And  it  provides  without 
charge  a  monthly  magazine  to  all  or¬ 
dained  United  Methodist  ministers  which 
serves  the  combined  role  of  a  clergy  jour¬ 
nal  and  a  means  of  promoting  the  Publish¬ 
ing  House’s  goods  and  services. 

The  Publishing  House’s  President  and 
Publisher  is  responsible  for  the  general 
oversight  of  all  these  efforts,  which 
involve  a  total  of  more  than  1,000 
employees  and  an  estimated  $65  million 
in  sales  this  year,  and  more. 

As  befits  a  position  erf  such  wide 
influence  across  the  church,  this  position 
is  compensated  by  what  is  thought  to  be 
the  highest  salary  in  any  United  Method¬ 
ist  agency.  Mr.  Procter’s  latest 
published  annual  salary  (1980)  was 
$81,000,  which  is  well  beyond  the  salary 
and  fringe  benefit  range  of  bishops  and 
other  top-level  general  church 
executives. 

No  doubt  it  is  partly  with  that  mana¬ 
gerial  responsibility  in  mind  that  the 


Board  of  Publication’s  Search 
Committee  has  indicated  that  it  may 
depart  from  tradition  and  include  use  of 
an  outside  executive  search  firm  as  part 
of  its  process.  This  idea  apparently 
caught  some  board  members  by 
surprise,  and  some  immediately  reacted 
negatively  to  the  idea  of  seeking  outside 
help  to  fill  an  in-church  position  at  a  cost 
of  up  to  $30 ,000. 

But  the  search  committee  has  also 
indicated  a  broad  openness  to  receive 
and  consider  nominations,  suggestions  or 
applications  from  across  the  church.  And 
it  is  soliciting  the  suggestions  of  more 
than  1,000  leading  lay  and  clergy 
officials,  including  leaders  of  ethnic 
minority  caucuses  and  other  official  and 
unofficial  groups  within  the  church. 

Consistent  with  that  attitude,  any  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  who  has  considered  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  related  to  this 
position  and  wishes  to  suggest  someone 
to  fill  it,  may  contact  the  Search 
Committee  Chairman,  Ewing  Werlein 
Jr.,  2100  First  City  National  Bank 
Building,  Houston,  Texas  77002. 

The  Board  of  Publication  committee 
headed  by  Mr.  Werlein  has  been  handed 
an  unenviable  task.  We  believe  its 
members,  who  are  drawn  from  the 
publishing  board,  have  every  right  to 
determine  how  best  to  go  about  that  task, 
including  whether  or  not  the  services  of 
an  outside  search  firm  are  needed  along 
with  input  from  the  church’s  leaders  and 
members. 

The  final  decision  will  be  made  by  the 
Board  of  Publication,  upon  recom¬ 
mendation  by  the  Search  Committee,  on 
the  basis  of  who  is  deemed  best  qualified 
to  oversee  the  vast  and  complex 
workings  of  the  Publishing  House  in  a 
way  which  fully  reflects  a  commitment 
to  the  Christian  faith,  and  to  the  church. 
Those  charged  with  carrying  out  the 
search  for  that  person  should  be  support¬ 
ed  with  our  suggestions  if  we  have  any, 
and  with  our  prayers. 
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My  Witness 

Prayer  is  6 our  thing a  charter  right 
for  all  who  are  citizens  of  God's  Kingdom 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  SUSANNA  K.  QUANT 

In  times  past  the  church  has  used 
“bidding  prayers.”  The  minister  would 
bid  the  congregation  to  pray  for  specific 
causes:  The  church,  the  state,  the  clergy, 
widows  and  orphans  or  other  concerns. 
After  each  bidding  the  congregants  had 
opportunity  for  silent  prayer.  Today  the 
word  “bid”  has  become  obsolete,  except 
at  the  stock  market  or  the  card  table.  A 
more  popular  phrase  is  “do  your  own 
thing.” 

In  a  sense,  though,  prayer  is  “our  own 
thing”  —  our  privilege  and  our  duty. 
Jesus  Christ  commanded:  "Pray  for 
them  that  do  despitefully  use  you.” 
“Pray  to  your  father  who  sees  in  secret, 
and  he  shall  reward  you  openly.”  “Pray 
that  you  enter  not  into  Temptation.” 

We  pray  the  prayer  Christ  taught  His 
disciples,  and  use  it,  I  hope,  for  a  guide. 
Yet,  all  of  us,  if  we  pray,  and  if  we  live  in 
the  habit  of  prayer,  pray  for  things  not 
specifically  listed  in  the  Lord’s  prayer. 

In  the  fifth  chapter  of  James,  the  early 
Christians  were  advised  to  pray  for  the 
sick,  and  the  prayer  of  faith  would  heal 
them.  But,  suppose  we  pray  for  a 
healing,  and  the  sufferer  is  not  healed? 
Has  that  ever  happened  to  you?  It  has  to 
me. 


It  was  one  of  my  earliest  experiences 
with  “unbidden”  prayer.  I  did  not  know 
the  young  man.  The  newspapers  carried 
a  story  that  he  was  near  death  from  an 
injury.  No  one  had  asked  me  to  pray  for 
him,  but  I  was  moved  to  do  so.  Long  after 
my  bedtime,  the  urgency  left  me,  and  I 
was  comforted.  The  healing  was  not  to 
be.  The  death  notices  were  in  the 
morning  paper.  Was  I  wrong  in  praying 
for  that  healing?  I  do  not  think  so. 

Some  years  later,  I  heard  a  dear 
brother— a  lay  speaker— say  of  a  certain 
situation  that  he  had  prayed  for  it,  and 
had  been  forbidden  to  continue. 
Forbidden  prayer?  That  was  a  new 
thought.  Yet,  I  also  have  sometimes  been 
unable  to  pray  the  desired  prayer. 

God  does  know  our  needs  —  better  than 
we  do,  in  fact.  His  will  is  to  provide  them, 
and  He  has  the  power  to  do  it.  This  we 
believe.  Then,  why  is  ANY  asking  prayer 
—  even  those  given  by  Our  Lord  — 
necessary? 

Perhaps  we  need  to  pray,  in  order  to 
come  to  the  point  of  being  willing  to 
accept  the  blessing  we  need.  We  may 
verbalize  a  prayer  for  healing,  clinging 
to  an  idea  of  cessation-  of  a  present 
suffering,  while  unwilling  to  accept  the 
deeper  healing  we  need. 


Through  the  years,  I  have  experienced 
many  answers  to  prayer— some  coming 
in  ways  I  could  never  have  imagined,  and 
might  not  have  recognized  without  that 
early  experience. 

There  is  an  alternate  prayer  which  we 
can  offer  when  we  are  unable  to  pray  as 
we  desire.  We  can  ask  God  to  keep  the 
situation,  and  all  involved,  in  His  love, 
and  deal  with  it  according  to  His  wisdom, 
knowing  He  will.  And  we  can  thank  Him 
for  that. 

Prayer  is  commanded.  Often  it  comes 
unbidden,  sometimes  in  seemingly 
trivial  circumstances;  and  whether  or 
not  any  specific  prayer  is  truly 
forbidden,  I  believe  this  ultimate  prayer 
never  goes  unanswered. 

Prayer  is  “our  thing”:  One  of  the 
charter  rights  of  those  who  are  citizens  of 
God’s  Kingdom. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  Susanna 
K.  Quant  of  Rochester,  New  York. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My 
Witness,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


UMC  Constitution  mandates  church  union 


Combining  journalism  and  faith 


Nearly  30  years  ago  Dr.  Roland  E. 
Wolseley,  now  professor  emeritus  at 
Syracuse  University,  defined  religious 
journalism  as  “the  application  of  the 
principles  and  techniques  of  journalism 
to  the  world  of  religion.” 

That  definition  remains  valid  today, 
and  it  stands  uppermost  in  our  minds  as 
we  seek  to  cover  and  report  on  the 
expanding  “world  of  religion.” 

We  modify  that  definition  slightly  by 
focusing  our  efforts  on  those  parts  of  the 
“world  of  religion”  which  are  of  greatest 
interest  to  you,  our  readers  —  namely. 
United  Methodist  expressions  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

Reminders  of  our  responsibility  came 
recently  from  a  local  pastor  during  a 
meeting  of  church  editors  from  all  over 
the  country.  The  Rev.  Walker  Railey, 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Dallas,  offered 
what  he  termed  three  essential  qualities 
he  looks  for  in  the  work  of  Christian 
journalists: 

1.  Creativity  balanced  by  competence. 
Mediocrity,  he  reminded  us,  is  not  a  gift 
of  the  spirit.  We  should  strive  to  be  the 
very  best  possible  at  what  we  do. 

2.  Conscience  balanced  by  commit¬ 
ment.  He  called  on  Christian  journalists 
to  continue  to  “prick  the  conscience  of 
the  church,”  but  to  remember  that  we 
cannot  write  “against”  the  church  unless 
we  also  know  what  we  are  "for”  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  God. 

3.  Courage  balanced  by  compassion. 
He  implored  us  not  to  be  intimidated  by 
criticism  and  to  exhibit  "guts  tempered 
by  grace.” 

We  accept  these  as  calls  to  ministry, 
and  as  reminders  of  you  whom  we  serve 


directly,  and  of  Him  whose  ministry  all 
of  us  claiming  the  name  Christian  seek  to 
advance. 

We  invite  you  to  judge  our  efforts  by 
these  standards.  Search  both  our  news 
and  our  opinion  columns.  Hold  us 
accountable  to  the  same  expectations  of 
Christian  integrity  that  we  apply  to  those 
about  whom  we  report  and  express  our 
opinions.  Give  us  your  response  when 
you  think  we  err  or  when  we  fall  short  of 
what  you  think  to  be  our  calling  as 
Christian  journalists.  We  likewise 
welcome  your  expressions  of  affirmation 
when  you  think  we  have  fulfilled  our 
purposes.  And  we  invite  you  to  share 
your  Christian  convictions  and 
experiences  with  us  and  with  others 
through  our  readers’  forum  columns. 

We  want  to  gain  and  keep  your  interest 
and  your  trust.  We  recognize  that  trust 
and  trustworthiness  go  hand-in-hand. 
You  may  be  assured  of  our  desire  to  be 
both  responsible  and  responsive. 


To  the  Editor: 

Some  words  from  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  contradict 
the  position  taken  against  the  union  of 
presently  divided  churches  in  your  April 
2  “Interpretive  Analysis.”  Article  V 
states  that  it  is  none  other  than  “the  Lord 
of  Church”  who  “is  calling  Christians 
everywhere  to  strive  toward  unity.” 
Therefore,  the  UMC  “will  seek,  and  work 
for,  unity  at  all  levels  of  church  life  .  .  . 
through  plans  of  union  with  churches  of 
Methodist  or  other  denominational 
traditions.” 

Those  are  plain,  unambiguous  words. 
They  are  the  warrant  for  the  UMC’s 
commitment  to  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union.  The  cry  of  “unity,  yes; 
union,  no”  has  been  heard  for  years.  Or 
else,  instead  of  making  noise  about  it, 
denominational  opinion-molders  have 
quietly  worked  to  subvert  uniop.  In  either 
case,  the  cry  and  the  subversion  are 
contrary  to  the  constitutional  mandate 
adopted  in  1968. 

More  important  than  a  legalistic 
appeal,  however,  is  the  theological  and 
missional  truth  expressed  in  the 
Preamble  of  our  Constitution:  “The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  exists  in  and  for 
the  world,  and  its  very  dividedness  is  a 
hindrance  to  its  mission  in  that  world.  ” 

Apparently  you  consider  dividedness 
to  refer  only  to  the  spirit,  faith  and 
witness  of  Chrsitians  but  not  at  all  to 
structure.  But  this  distinction  is  just  as 
specious  as  your  alleged  choice  before 
COCU  of  “Christian  unity  on  the  one 
hand”  or  “church  union  on  the  other.” 
The  real  choice  is  between  models  of 
”  church  union.  That  is  what  “conciliar 
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‘The  Third  Wave’  could 
bring  on  a  better  world 
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By  INA  CORINNE  BROWN 

I  am  not  usually  impressed  by 
“bestsellers,"  but  after  reading  Alvin 
Toffler’s  “The  Third  Wave,”  I  am  ready 
to  mount  my  soapbox.  We  don’t  need  to 
be  told  that  the  world  is  in  a  mess  —  and 
a  very  dangerous  one.  Every  newspaper 
headline  and  television  screen  reminds 
us  of  crime,  violence,  riots,  assassi¬ 
nations,  hostages,  hijackings,  and 
millions  of  refugees  fleeing  terror  and 
oppression  in  their  homelands.  It  is  hard 
to  see  any  hope  for  the  future. 

Yet  the  author  of  the  best-selling  “The 
Third  Wave”  is  guardedly  optimistic.  He 
says  that  the  very  conditions  that 
constitute  our  greatest  perils  also  offer 
fascinating  new  potentials. 

History  marked  by  ‘waves’ 

Mr.  Toffler  sees  all  of  history  as  a 
succession  of  colliding  waves  of  change. 
In  the  earliest  days  people  hunted,  fished 
or  gathered  wild  plants.  Of  necessity 
they  lived  in  small  bands  that  moved 
over  a  limited  territory. 

The  First  Wave  came  with  the 
development  of  agriculture,  and  with  it  a 
settled  way  of  life.  The  Second  Wave 
came  in  with  the  Industrial  Revolution 
and  culminated  in  our  troubled  present- 
day  civilization.  The  Third  Wave  is  now 
rushing  in  upon  us.  It  is  not  guaranteed  to 
arrive.  We  can  be  annihilated  by  a 
nuclear  holocaust  that  makes  the  planet 
uninhabitable.  Or  we  can  be  the  victims 
of  increasing  disorder  and  the  depletion 
of  the  earth's  resources  that  make 
ordered  group  life  impossible. 

Toffler  says  despair  is  not  only  a  sin 
but  is  unwarranted.  He  has  no  blueprint 
for  the  future,  and  he  offers  no  simplistic 
solutions.  He  does  list  a  great  many 
things  that  are  now  being  done,  and 
others  that  can  be  done  —  by  individuals, 
families,  small  groups,  and  communi¬ 
ties. 

Orwell’s  “1984”  and  Huxley’s  “Brave 
New  World"  envisioned  a  future  in  which 
people  would  be  depersonalized  and 
dehumanized  by  technology.  In  contrast, 
Toffler  sees  our  technological  advances 
as  a  means  of  what  he  calls  “the  demas- 
sifying  of  life.” 

Far  from  seeing  the  disappearance  of 
the  family.  Toffler  sees  it  as  the  center  of 
the  new  civilization  that  is  being  born.  It 


may  not  exactly  be  the  family  as  we 
know  it  now.  He  sees  the  possibility  of  the 
return  of  the  multigenerational  family 
with  the  home  becoming  a  center  of 
production  as  well  as  consumption.  Many 
of  the  functions  now  performed  in 
factories  and  offices  could  be  carried  out 
in  what  he  calls  the  “electronic  cottage." 
He  sees  life  becoming  decentralized  with 
the  neighborhood  and  the  community 
increasingly  important. 

New  institutions  will  arise 

There  will  doubtlessly  be  a  transitional 
period  involving  trauma,  conflict,  and 
experimentation,  with  small  groups 
working  out  various  forms  of  living.  As  in 
the  past,  new  institutions  will  arise  to 
meet  new  needs.  The  end  result  should  be 
greater  diversity  and  a  more  humane  life 
for  everybody. 

Toffler  concludes  that  people  generally 
will  fall  into  one  of  three  categories: 
Those  committed  to  the  dying  order  who 
will  resist  change;  those  who  will  help  in 
creating  the  new  world;  and  those  who 
exhibit  a  confused,  self-cancelling 
mixture  of  the  two.  Because  the  author 
believes  each  person,  however 
seemingly  insignificant,  is  really  a  living 
piece  of  history,  we  can  choose  whether 
to  be  resistors  or  creators  or  withdraw 
and  just  let  history  happen  to  us. 

Any  preacher  with  a  grain  of 
imagination  can  find  in  this  book 
material  for  a  dozen  sermons.  If  these 
sermons  are  followed  by  discussions,  the 
church  could  become  an  experimental 
center  for  creative  living  in  the  new  age. 

“The  Third  Wave”  is  now  available  as 
a  Bantam  paperback.  Businessmen, 
professional  people,  and  ordinary  folks 
interested  in  a  better  world  will  find  this 
book  richly  rewarding. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor  is  Dr.  Ina  Corrine  Brown,  a 
member  of  Belmont  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
“Here  I  Stand."  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


fellowship”  is  about:  seeking  the  fullness 
of  union  while  maintaining  the  good  and 
needed  diversities. 

J.  Robert  Nelson 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Unity  of  faith  possible 

To  the  Editor: 

”  I  have  read  with  great  interest  your 
April  2  interpretive  analysis  headlined 
“Christian  unity  and  church  union:  Is  it 
possible  to  have  one  without  the  other?  ”  I 
can  testify  that  it  is  indeed  possible  to 
achieve  a  unity  of  faith  and  witness 
among  highly  diverse  denominational 
traditions  without  attempting  structural 
merger.  "The  Church’s  Presence  at  the 
1982  World’s  Fair”  is  one  such 
achievement. 

Just  over  one  year  ago,  several 
denominational  leaders  in  Knoxville 
began  to  explore  possible  ways  to  make  a 
Christian  witness  at  the  1982  World’s 
Fair,  May-October,  1982.  They  clarified 
their  purpose  and  message  and 
developed  strategies.  As  the  project 
proceeded,  the  number  of  participating 
denominations  grew.  Today  the  following 
communions  are  involved  together  in 
this  effort:  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion, 
Church  of  God  (Cleveland,  Tennessee 
Headquarters),  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal,  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ),  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Church  of  God  (Mountain  Assembly), 
Cumberland  Presbyterian,  Episcopal, 
Greek  Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  North 
and  South  America,  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  National  Baptist,  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.,  Roman  Catholic,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  and  United  Presbyterian. 

Very  serious  discussions  are  underway 
now  that  may  result  in  the  addition  of 
several  other  communions  of  equally 
diverse  traditions. 

The  secret  to  our  ability  to  bring  so 
diverse  a  group  together  may  well  be 
related  to  the  nature  of  our  concern. 
Rather  than  wrestling  with  such  matters 
as  the  meaning  of  baptism,  church 
membership  and  the  Lord’s  Supper,  we 
have  achieved  our  unity  by  focusing  on : 

(1)  The  meaning  of  Christ  for 
humankind; 

(2)  The  necessity  of  lifestyles  that 
reflect  good  stewardship  of  God’s 
creation;  and 

(3)  The  necessity  of  the  people  of  God 
being  united  for  the  relief  of  human 
suffering  in  the  world. 

I  suspect  that  people  of  good  will  and 
deep  Christian  conviction  will  always 
find  a  multitude  of  beliefs  and  practices 
upon  which  to  differ.  But  if  we  cannot 
agree  upon  at  least  these  three  issues, 
then  our  divisions  within  the  Christian 
family  are  indeed  scandalous. 

Thank  you  for  your  continuing  voice 
for  harmony,  compassion,  sensitivity, 
acceptance,  understanding  and  Christian 
devotion  both  inside  and  outside  the 
church. 

Harold  Bales 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 

Institute  of  World 
Evangelism  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  attended  the  Inaugural  Program  of 
the  “Institute  for  World  Evangelism”  on 
April  2  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  I  believe  that  this  is  the  best 
thing  that  United  Methodists  have  done 
in  my  lifetime  of  76  years.  Your  readers 
will  have  read  about  this  in  the  public 
and  church  press,  and  have  seen  it  on  TV 
before  they  read  this.  I  hope  that 
everyone  will  give  this  Institute  the  con¬ 
sideration  and  understanding  that  is  due. 

The  Institute  is  to  train  persons  for 
evangelism  —  not  missionaries  to  go 
from  one  country,  or  one  culture,  to 
another.  It  will  train  people  to  witness  to 
others  in  their  own  midst  with  intelligent 
and  spiritual  evangelism. 

I  am  sure  that  this  effort  will  produce  a 
greater  zeal  and  improved  methods  for 
evangelism,  not  only  among  the  clergy, 
but  also  among  the  laity.  As  pastors  and 
lay  persons  are  trained  by  the  “Institute 
for  World  Evangelism,"  I  hope  that  it 
will  filter  to  the  local  churches,  and  en¬ 
gage  the  membership  in  organized  action. 

There  is  no  greater  satisfaction  to  be 
had  than  to  have  helped  one  to  find 


salvation,  and  lay  persons  should  not  be 
denied  this  satisfaction. 

Paul  C.  Wilson 
Williamson,  Georgia 

Mr.  Williams’  media  event 
needed  a  better  subject 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  the  April  9  article  on 
Cecil  Williams’  “street  evangelism” 
media  event  (which  I  presume  was 
intended  to  be  heart-rending  in  its 
concern  for  “the  poor’  ’ ) : 

If  Mr.  Stoker  was  the  best  example  to 
be  found  of  someone  in  need  of  assistance 
by  governmental  "social  agencies” 
(and,  from  the  article,  “street 
evangelism”  in  the  Williams’  style 
apparently  means  little  more  than 
getting  governmental  aid  to  people), 
then  I  believe  that  no  example  would  be 
preferable.  Surely  there  are  people  in 
actual  need  of  direct  aid.  And  perhaps 
there  is  more  to  Mr.  Stoker’s  plight  than 
came  across  in  the  article.  But  if  Mr. 
Stoker  can  indeed  "hustle”  for  himself 
by  being  able  to  “rake  leaves,  clean  up 
somewhere,”  then  by  all  means  he 
should  be  encouraged  to  continue  doing 
so. 

Although  this  seems  a  truth  in  danger 
of  being  forgotten,  there  is  nothing 
ignoble  —  or  unchristian  —  in  honest 
work  and  taking  care  of  oneself 
whenever  possible. 

Ronald  L.  Cansler 
Lee’s  Summit,  Missouri 

UMC  needs  basic  beliefs 
combined  with  tolerance 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  writing  in  regard  to  the  Rev. 
Norman  E.  Douglas’  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  headlined  “Evangelicals  not  only 


have  a  place  in  the  church,  but  we  were 
here  first”  (UMR,  April  2). 

Although  I'm  probably  in  a  different 
spot  theologically  than  Mr.  Douglas  is,  I 
have  felt  the  same  frustration  in  our 
church  during  the  past  few  years.  After 
numerous  Pentecostal-type  sermons,  I 
have  been  heard  to  say  “Wouldn’t  we  all 
be  better  off  if  he  would  go  to  a 
Pentecostal  church  where  he  would  be 
more  at  home?" 

We’re  learning  that  some  of  us  hang 
onto  the  "faith  once  delivered”  so  hard 
we  choke  the  gospel  out  of  it  just  as 
surely  as  those  who  are  accused  of 
“watering  it  down.” 

I’m  not  sure  how  all  our  differences 
can  be  worked  out,  but  I  do  know  that 
reconciliation  isn’t  possible  by  using 
either  the  “I  was  here  first  with  the 
most”  or  “if  you  don’t  agree  with  me, 
leave”  approach. 

I  highly  recommend  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell’s  article  entitled  “What  We 
Believe”  in  the  March-April  issue  of 
“The  Interpreter”  magazine. 

Maybe  when  and  if  the  score  were 
tallied  up  we  would  all  be  surprised  to 
find  that  we  have  more  basic  important 
beliefs  in  common  than  petty  differences. 

June  McKee 

New  Castle,  Pennsylvania 

UMR  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorials  are  excellent.  Since  I 
consider  myself  a  liberal,  I  do  get  weary 
of  your  printing  articles  and  letters  “sup¬ 
porting”  Good  News,  the  Moral  Majority, 
Reaganomics  and  the  fundamentalist 
groups  in  general.  I  guess  you  can’t  help 
it.  Any  word  from  Bishop  Armstrong 
helps  a  lot. 

Theta  D.  Wittman 
San  Diego,  California 


CLASSIFIED  | 

1  SMOKED  AND  CHEWED  tobacco  forty  years. 
Developed  heart  trouble  and  threat  of  lip  cancer. 
Quit  forever  in  1965.  You  can  also.  Send  $3.00  check 
or  money  order  for  plan  I  devised  and  followed  No 
pills  or  chemicals.  Willis  Dixon,  Biggsville,  IL  61418. 

NEEDED:  DCE,  emphasis  upon  youth  Experience] 
and  master's  preferred  Job  description  available 
Send  resume:  Kingston  UMC,  P  O  Box  248, 
Kingston.  TN 37763.  Phone  (615)  376-6337. 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and  Youth 
Ministries  position  open  July  1,  1982.  Submit  resume 
by  May  1  to  Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church, 
1201  S.E.  Irvine  Blvd,,  Tustin,  CA  92680.  (714  )  544- 
3653 

WANTED  TEACHING  POSITION  for  English  or 
history,  grades  7-12.  Excellent  preparation,  Box  100, 
Huntingdon  College.  Montgomery,  AL  36106 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  Responsible  for  the 
development,  coordination  and  implementation  of 
overall  church  program.  Church  has  membership  of 
1,150,  located  in  the  suburbs  north  of  Baltimore.  Send 
resume  to  Timonium  United  Methodist  Church,  Pot 
Spring  and  Chantry  Roads,  Timonium.  MD  21093. 
(301)252-5500. 

MINISTER  WANTED  TO  BEGIN  a  pastoral 
counseling  center  at  a  large,  downtown,  multi-staff 
church.  Specialized  training  and  experience 
required.  Exciting  opportunity  for  one  who  would 
like  to  develop  a  counseling  ministry.  Send  resume  to 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  P.  O.  Box  1349,  Baton  Rouge. 
LA  70821. 

EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT  needed  for  800- 
member  church  in  county  seat  town.  Send  resume  to 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O  Box  167. 
Quincy.  FL  32351,  or  call  (904  )  627-9226  for  further 
information 

VISALIA  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 
seeking  a  full-time  Minister  of  Music.  This  is  a 
central  California  church  of  1,000  members 
Applicants  should  have  training  and  experience  in 
directing  choral  music,  Organ/orchestral  ability 
desirable  A  strong  faith,  administrative  ability  and 
leadership  skills  are  essential.  Salary 
commensurate  with  training  and  experience. 
Position  available  summer  1982.  For  further 
information  contact  Mrs  Alden  Munson.  1701  County 
Center  Drive.  Visalia.  CA  93277.  ( 209)  732-2023 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  —  Organize  and 
direct  programs  of  church  music  that  encompasses 
all  areas  and  ages  of  church  life.  Send  letter,  vita, 
and  tapes  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1109.  Athens.  GA  30603,  (404  )  543-1442. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Youth 
(Combination  position).  Membership  775  and 
growing  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume,  photo, 
salary  requirements  to  Rev  Guy  Pry.  1717  Pioneer. 
Wharton.  TX  77488.  (713  )  532-4623’ 

CALVARY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in 
Colorado  Springs.  Colo.,  is  currently  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  lay  person  or  diaconal  minister  to  join  its 
present  three-person  professional  staff 
Responsibilities  will  concentrate  in  the  area  of  youth 
and  education  programming.  Must  have  experience 
Send  inquiry  and  resume  to:  Harvey  C  Martz,  4210 
Templeton  Gap  Road.  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80918. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND  MUSIC  Director  for 
all  phases  of  education  and  music  in  an  established 
Methodist  Church.  Community  size  10,000,  church 
size  900  members.  Location  near  Houston  and 
Beaumont  Need  resume,  picture,  references  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P  O.  Box  469,  Liberty,  TX 
77575  ( 713  >  336-6401 . 

WICHITA.  KANSAS  -  East  Heights  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  a  growing,  dynamic  church  of  1.800 
members  —  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth 
and  Young  Adult  Ministries  Youth  include  70  voice 
choir,  travel  activities,  etc.  Salary  negotiable. 
Contact  Rev.  Jack  Harris,  4407  E.  Douglas,  Wichita, 
KS  67218 

WANTED  ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR  with 
recreational  training  to  plan  and  direct  fellowship 
programs  and  supervise  activities  building  with 
gvm  Marvin  United  Methodist  Church.  300  W. 
Erwin,  Tyler.  TX  75702. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed  to  be 
part  of  a  program  team  in  church  of  3,000  members. 
Develop  and  coordinate  total  youth  program  Sunday 
morning  and  evening  plus  special  activities.  Salary 
negotiable  —  excellent  benefits.  Contact  Rev.  Clyde 
E  Bvrd,  P  O  Box  6826,  San  Antonio.  TX  78209  (  512i 
826-3215 

EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH  SPECIALIST  to  serve 
on  pastoral  team  in  1,500-member  UM  church  in 
Scottsdale,  AZ.  $21,000  package  S  ..d  resume  to  4140 
Miller.  85251 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  including  Rome,  Athens.  Egypt, 
Israel.  July  28  -  Aug  16.  1982.  $2,079  00  Group  hosted 
by  District  Superintendent.  Rev  Ralph  Lawrence. 
4192  Tattenham  Way.  Boise.  LD  83704. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION,  First 
UMC.  Beaumont.  Texas  Salary  negotiable  Open 
June  1.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Wallace  Shook.  701  Calder, 
Beaumont,  Texas  77701 

RADIO-TV-CABLE  CONSULTANT  30  years 
experience  in  all  phases.  Contact:  Bruce  C  Mosher, 

163  Morse  Place,  Englewood,  NJ  07631.  (201)  567- 
8751 

BIBLE  LANDS  and  other  Christian-oriented  tours 

led  by  pastor  Don  Haarup.  Private  buses  Free 
information.  Write  P.O.  Box  31,  Brainerd,  MN  56401. 
Phone  (218)  82^6076  July  2-17  Scandinavia.  July  19- 
26  Israel,  Oct.  11-21  Israel-Egypt  One  tour  each 
month.  Winter  Caribbean  cruise.  Hawaii.  Also  will 
arrange  or  lead  your  own  church  group.  Save  this 
schedule 

FELLOWSHIP  OF  PARISH  COMMUNICATORS 
Charter  Memberships  —  Charter  membership 
entitles  you  to  a  one-year  paid  subscription  to 
"Newsletter  to  the  Editor."  our  bi-monthly 
newsletter  for  local  church  editors,  automatic  10 
percent  discount  on  all  future  orders,  and  Charter 
Membership  Certificate  Charter  Membership  fee. 

$25  00  Free,  unique  stewardship  aid  with  every 
order  Center  for  Parish  Communicators,  P.O  Box 

627.  Whitefish.  MT  59937 

TOUR  THE  HOLY  LANDS,  Israel.  Jordan. 
Germany,  Switzerland.  Liechtenstein  and  Austria. 
Thirteen  ( 13)  impressive  days  Write  for  brochure, 
Rev  Marshall  E  McQueen.  Minister.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O  Box  577.  Carthage.  TX  75633 
Cal)  (214i  693-5227  or  693-3459. 

WORLD'S  FAIR  VISITORS  avoid  hassle,  save,  stay 
beautiful  Smokies,  commute,  (shuttle  bus  conveni¬ 
ent)  Completely  furnished  twin  efficiencies  $40;  full 
apartment  (2  twins)  $85.  (704  )  627-6067.  Box  1138. 
Waynesville,  NC  28786;  Clayton  Calhoun,  Smoky 
Mountain  Center  for  Independent  Studies 

ALASKA  NEW  CHURCH  Advance  Special  «931 131-4 
needs  you!  349  gifts  of  $100  will  pay  off  land,  help 
start  first  building!  Campbell  Lake/Bayshore  UMC, 
Anchorage. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATIONAL  Ministries  -  To 
have  primary  staff  responsibilities  in  the  areas  of 
youth,  children's  and  family  ministries.  2,000- 
member  church  in  a  university  community.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P  O.  Box  1109,  Athens.  GA  30303,  (404  )  543- 
1442 

ORGANIST  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Large  church 
with  3  services  weekly.  Rodgers  3-manual  organ, 
Baldwin  grand.  Salary  $450. 00/mo.  Ai  Cope.  Music 
Director.  First  UMC.  211  W.  3rd,  Irving.  Texas  75060. 
(214  )  253-3531. 
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Nicaragua  revolution:  pluralistic  support  slips 

Christians  hail  gains  for  poor ,  but  many  fear  freedom  loss 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  of  a 
series  of  exclusive  reports  from  Central 
America  by  a  veteran  religious 
journalist.  Their  special  focus  is  the 
perspective  of  Christians  living  in  this 
troubled  region  and  seeking  to  bring 
their  faith  to  bear  on  issues  involving 
both  the  United  States  and  the  nations  of 
Central  America. 

The  Rev.  John  Workman,  religion 
editor  of  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  is  on  a  12- 
day  trip  representing  the  Reporter  in 
Nicaragua,  Honduras  and  El  Salvador. 
Mr.  Workman  is  a  clergy  member  of  the 
UMC’s  North  Arkansas  Annual 
Conference  and  former  editor  of  the 
Arkansas  Methodist  newspaper. 

By  JOHN  WORKMAN 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  —  When  the 
government  of  Nicaragua’s  General 
Anastasio  Somoza  was  overthrown  in 
July,  1979,  after  a  bitter  civil  war  that 
cost  40,000  lives,  the  incoming  Sandinista 
National  Liberation  Front  represented 
what  some  called  a  “miraculous 
happening”  among  Latin  American 
political  revolutions. 

It  was  a  government  in  which  a  wide 
diversity  of  groups  —  religious,  Marxist, 
business,  educational,  many  formerly 
vigorous  competitors  —  came  together  to 
form  "the  most  pluralistic”  junta  in  the 
region’s  recent  history. 

That  was  two  and  a  half  years  ago. 

Others  file 
charges  on 
UM  bishop 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

BOULDER,  Colo.  —  Ten  members  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  here  have 
filed  charges  against  their  bishop, 
Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.,  in  connection 
with  his  appointment  of  a  self-identified 
homosexual  minister. 

The  charges  are  spelled  out  in  a 
lengthy  letter  to  Bishop  Jack  Tuell, 
president  of  the  Western  Jurisdiction’s 
College  of  Bishops.  Bishop  Tuell’s  office 
in  Los  Angeles  confirmed  to  the 
Reporter,  in  his  absence,  that  the  April  16 
letter  has  been  received. 

This  is  the  second  formal  statement  of 
charges  brought  against  Bishop 
Wheatley.  The  first  came  from  three 
small  congregations  in  the  South  Georgia 
Conference  (see  Reporter  March  26). 

Bishop  Tuell  has  indicated  that  he  will 
convene  a  Committee  on  Investigation, 
specified  by  the  church’s  “Book  of 
Discipline,”  to  hear  those  charges.  That 
committee,  which  functions  something 
like  a  grand  jury,  must  decide,  after 
hearing  from  both  the  accused  and  the 
accusers,  whether  evidence  in  support  of 
the  charges  is  sufficient  to  warrant  a 
church  trial. 

First  UMC  here  is  where'  the  Rev. 
Julian  Rush  had  been  minister  of  edu¬ 
cation  5'/2  years.  After  he  acknowledged 
his  homosexual  orientation  last  summer, 
the  church’s  staff-parish  relations 
committee  voted  to  recommend  to 
Bishop  Wheatley  that  he  be  moved.  Some 
weeks  later  the  bishop  appointed  Mr. 
Rush  to  a  special  ministry  with  a  Denver 
congregation.  The  senior  minister,  the 
Rev.  Binford  Gilbert,  subsequently 
resigned  to  pursue  post-doctoral  work  in 
California. 

The  first  person  to  sign  the  Boulder 
letter,  retired  educator  Basil  Allen,  told 
the  Reporter  that  his  group  was  quite 
aware  of  the  prior  charges  brought  by 
the  Georgia  United  Methodists.  But  the 
letter  to  Bishop  Tuell  stated,  “We  cannot 
stand  idly  by  or  remain  silent  any  longer 
and  allow  others  to  carry  the  painful 
burden,  no  matter  how  tempting.  This 
matter  is  splitting  this  conference 
apart." 

The  Georgia  church  members  accused 
Bishop  Wheatley  of  “dissemination  of 
doctrines  contrary  to  the  established 
standards  of  doctrine  of  the  church” 
(“Discipline”  paragraph 2621.f). 

By  contrast,  the  Boulder  church 
members  charge  him  with  “disobedience 
to  the  Order  and  Discipline  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church”  (“Discipline”  para¬ 
graph  2621. e). 

The  Boulder  members  also  charge  him 
with  violating  paragraphs  71. F  (Social 
Principles  statement  of  homosexuality), 
404  (candidacy  for  ordained  ministry), 
and  906.13  (withholding  of  funds  to 
support  any  “gay”  caucus  or  group). 

Mr.  Allen  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
group’s  attorney  thinks  that  the 
“heresy”  charge  at  the  core  of  the 
accusations  by  the  Georgia  United  Meth¬ 
odists  “won’t  hold  up.” 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 


Continuing  Education 
Two  major  Seminars  cover  methods  of 
attracting  and  teaching  adults.  In¬ 
cludes  certification  in  the  Trinity 
program  proven  in  900  churches.  This 
positive,  winning  Biblical  method 
strengthens  the  church  where  it 
counts. 

FT.  WAYNE  May  6  -  7 
DALLAS  June  10-11 
Dr.  Frank  Warden 

Approved  CEU  credit-ten  hours. 
Church  enrollment  $50  plus  $50  per 
person,  spouses  free.  Includes  com¬ 
plete  notebook  and  all  church  start-up 
materials.  Each  day  10  til  4;  adjacent 
housing  extra.  Send  enrollment  to 
Trinity  Bible  Studies,  Box  25101, 
Dallas.  TX  75225  214/373-7110. 


How,  today,  is  the  Sandinista  revolution 
going?  What  is  the  state  of  Nicaragua’s 
dream  of  a  government  for  all  its  people? 

When  all  the  answers  to  that  question 
are  weighed,  a  conclusion  comes  to  the 
top:  Nicaragua’s  young  revolution  is  in 
trouble  and  it  is  deepening  daily.  (See 
box  at  right  for  list  of  those  interviewed. ) 

Interviews  with  Christians  who 
supported  the  revolution  reveal 
widespread  appreciation  of  social 
improvements  for  the  poor  wrought  by 
the  new  Sandinista  government.  But 
many  of  those  same  persons  also  express 
fear  and  disenchantment  because  of 
what  they  see  as  an  accelerating  loss  of 
freedom  as  the  revolutionary  junta  acts 
in  what  they  believe  are  dictatorial  ways. 

Not  only  is  the  Sandinista  government 
faced  with  loss  of  support  among 
Christians  and  numerous  other  segments 
which  opposed  the  Somoza  regime,  but  it 
must  battle  severe  economic  problems 
made  worse  by  the  United  States’ 
withdrawal  of  economic  aid. 

Most  people  said  “ ‘unsatisfied” 

If  fact  is  important  in  what  is 


happening  in  Nicaragua,  “feeling"  is 
equally  significant.  And  there  are  strong, 
vigorous  feelings  voiced  by  Nicaraguan 
Christians  when  asked  how  the 
revolution  is  going.  The  Reporter  found 
these  views  from  four  Christian  sectors : 

Archbishop  Obando  y  Bravo,  leader  of 
the  religiously  dominant  Roman 
Catholics  here,  courageously  opposed  the 
Somoza  dictatorship  before  and  during 
the  revolution.  He  said  that  at  its  height 
the  revolution  was  enthusiastically 
endorsed  by  more  than  85  percent  of  the 
population. 

Today,  the  archbishop  estimates, 
about  70  percent  are  “unsatisfied.”  The 
archbishop,  though  walking  a  fine  line, 
stands  firm  and  insists  that  the  church’s 
national  conference  of  bishops  will 
maintain  its  own  identity  and  will  not  let 
itself  be  manipulated. 

In  probably  the  most  sensitive  position 
is  Moravian  Bishop  John  Wilson.  Conflict 
has  developed  between  the  central 
government  and  the  Miskito  Indians 
minority  (primarily  Moravian)  on  the 
Honduran  border.  Some  10,000  Miskitos 


have  fled  across  the  Coco  River  border; 
another  8,500  were  forcibly  relocated  by 
the  Sandinista  government. 

Bishop  Wilson  walks  a  tight  rope 
mediating  with  government  officials 
regarding  the  arrest  of  12  Moravian 
pastors  charged  with  counter¬ 
revolutionary  activities.  To  sit  in  the  sun 
at  lunch  time  on  a  lovely  day  in  Managua 
and  listen  to  this  Miskito  Indian  leader 
tell  his  story  is  to  witness  something  of 
the  agony  —  and  the  glory  —  of  prophetic 
pastoral  Christian  ministry  in  today’s 
world. 

Sandinistas  still  draw  support 

However,  the  Sandinista  government 
also  draws  plentiful  support  from  the 
Christian  community  where  much 
solidarity  with  the  government  still  can  be 
found.  This  is  reflected  in  the  comments 
of  a  former  Capucian  priest,  a  veteran  of 
27  years  in  Nicaragua,  who  called  the 
revolution  “definitely  a  part  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  should  be  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  faith.” 

He  said  its  leaders  “quote  the  Bible 
more  than  others  do”  and  the  revolution 


receives  wide  and  vigorous  support  from 
the  people. 

The  most  broadly  representative 
Protestant  organization,  called  CEPAD, 
reflects  both  a  pastoral  and  a  prophetic 
stance  regarding  the  revolution. 

One  official  acknowledged  that  the 
divided  opinion  about  the  government  is 
reflected  in  the  church  and  that  one  of  the 
church’s  responsibilities  is  "to  help  keep 
unity  in  the  church  in  this  troubled 
time.” 

But  actions  of  CEPAD,  which  consists 
of  32  denominations,  show  strong  support 
for  the  revolution’s  very  significant 
successes  on  behalf  of  the  poor. 

For  example,  in  a  “Pastoral  Letter  to 
the  People  of  the  U.S.”  (see  Reporter, 
April  9)  CEPAD’s  General  Assembly, 
while  primarily  expressing  “sadness” 
over  the  U.S.  government’s  official 
stance  toward  Nicaragua,  also  expressed 
strong  solidarity  with  the  revolution’s 
humanitarian  goals.  The  group  appealed 
for  understanding  and  prayerful 
participation  by  U.S.  Christians  in  efforts 
by  Nicaraguan  Christians  to  serve  the 
needy. 


‘Landmark’ status  may  necessitate 
disco  in  church  to  pay  main  tenance 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 


NEW  YORK  -  If  a  small  United 


Methodist  congregation  here  whose 
building  has  been  given  “landmark 
status”  can’t  afford  to  keep  up  their 
huge  structure,  they  may  be  forced  to 
vacate  so  the  City  of  New  York  can 
sell  the  building. 

The  other  options  are  even  less 
attractive.  The  church  might  even  be 
converted  into  a  movie  theater  with 
an  upbeat  disco  in  the  social  hall  if  the 
congregation  is  willing  to  confine  its 
activities  to  a  75-seat  chapel  and 
“play  landlord  to  a  three-ring  circus,” 
the  pastor  said. 

But  the  Rev.  Floyd  George  and  his 
200-member  congregation  at  the 
Church  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  Andrew 
UMC  on  Manhattan’s  Upper  West 
Side  have  vowed  to  fight  the  city’s 
Landmarks  Preservation  Commission. 
They  have  filed  a  $30  million  lawsuit 
in  a  “David  vs.  Goliath”-type  battle 
to  “protect  the  self-detfermining  power 
of  religious  institutions,”  Mr.  George  said. 

The  suit  also  asks  for  a  declaratory 
judgment  on  whether  such 
landmarking  laws  infringe  on  the 
separation  of  church  and  state 
guaranteed  by  the  First  Amendment. 

The  Rev.  N.  J.  L’Heureux  of  the 
Queens  Federation  of  Churches,  who 
heads  a  special  interreligious  study  of 
landmark  laws,  told  the  Reporter 
churches  all  across  the  country  have 
run  head-on  into  city  ordinances 
preventing  them  from  "doing  with 
their  church  buildings  what  they  see  fit.” 

Under  the  city’s  landmarks  law  — 
which  was  the  model  for  laws  across 
the  nation  —  the  congregation  would 
have  to  pay  for  renovation  and  upkeep 
on  the  mammoth  turn-of-the-century 
building  to  bring  it  up  to  city  stand¬ 
ards,  or  the  trustees  and  pastors  could 
face  fines  or  imprisonment. 

Between  1966-70  the  congregation 
spent  some  $100,000  to  restore  the 
building,  which  was  first  completed  in 
1897.  By  1978,  Mr.  George  said,  the 
building  had  deteriorated  to  “a 
condition  worse  than  that  before  it 
was  restored.”  At  that  time,  church 
leaders  discussed  the  possibility  of 
demolition  and  of  developing  part  of 
the  $6  million  property  into  an 
income-generating  project.  A  high- 
rise  apartment  building  over  the 
church,  with  the  congregation  using 
the  first  few  floors  of  the  new  building, 
was  also  suggested. 

However, at  the  same  time,  a  group 
of  residents  —  the  Citizens  Committee 
to  Preserve  the  Church  of  St.  Paul  and 
St.  Andrew  —  petitioned  the 
landmarks  commission.  The 
commission  submitted  a  proposal  to 
have  the  city  “landmark”  the  church 
and  it  was  ratified  by  the  city  Board  of 
Estimate  despite  protests  from  Mr. 
George  and  United  Methodism’s  New 
York  Area  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols. 

After  consulting  Mr.  L’Heureux,  the 
church  decided  to  sue.  “There  was  no 
choice,”  said  Mr.  L’Heureux,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist. 

“The  landmarks  commission  was 
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Members  of  the  Church  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  Andrew  UMC  and  Landmarks 
Preservation  Commission  officials  in  New  York  disagree  violently  about  the 
architectural  merits  of  this  building.  The  church  has  filed  a  $30  million  lawsuit 
against  the  city,  claiming  that  the  recent  landmarking  of  the  church  is  an 
infringement  of  First  Amendment  rights. 
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this  church  an  "excellent  example 
that  the  building,  erected  in 


Mary  Black,  landmarks  commissioner, 
of  scientific  eclecticism."  Church 
1897,  is  an  "architectural  mishmash." 

"There  have  been  three  biographies  about  the  architect,  R.  H.  Robertson,"  the 
Rev.  Floyd  George  said.  “None  of  them  mentioned  our  church.  That  should  tell  you 
what  the  creator  thought  of  his  w  ork  in  this  instance.”  uMCom  photos  by  don  collier 


fully  aware  of  the  financial  straits  the 
church  was  in  and  designated  it 
anyway,”  he  said.  “And  this  once 
again  goes  back  to  the  issue  of 
constitutionality.  In  order  for  the 
church  to  file  for  hardship 
consideration  under  the  landmarks 
law,  the  trustees  would  have  to  lay 
bare  all  the  activities  of  the  church 
and  the  intentions  of  the  ministry. 
That  would  put  the  commission  in  the 
role  of  passing  judgment  on  whether 
the  intended  purpose  is  proper  for  the 
church.” 

The  church  presently  houses  an 
emergency  food  bank,  a  hot  meals 
program  for  senior  citizens,  a  coffee 
house  for  young  adults,  a  theater 
company,  an  Alcoholics  Anonymous 
center  and  two  Boy  Scout  troops. 
Bible  study  groups,  the  church  choir 
and  church  administrative  boards 
also  meet  there  during  the  week. 

“We  have  a  thriving  community 
outreach  and  a  strong  congregation.” 


Mr.  George  said.  "But  we  no  longer 
fill  a  1.400-seat  sanctuary.  The  upkeep 
of  such  a  building  for  us  is  both 
impractical  and  poor  stewardship  of 
church  resources,”  Mr.  George  said. 

When  the  church  leaders  protested 
the  landmark  designation,  suggesting 
that  such  a  financial  undertaking 
($400,000  estimated  renovating  costs) 
would  bankrupt  the  congregation, 
they  were  given  the  suggestion  of 
converting  the  building  to  the  cinema 
and  disco. 

“Those  suggestions  are 
unacceptable  to  the  membership  of 
this  church,”  Mr.  L’Heureux  said. 

Other  New  York  churches  have 
been  designated  as  landmarks,  either 
individually  or  as  part  of  the 
landmark  district.  Some  churches, 
such  as  John  Street  UMC,  known  as 
the  “first  Methodist  church  in  the 
New  World,"  was  and  should  be 
landmarked  as  part  of  our  U.S. 
heritage,  Bishop  Nichols  said. _ 


Region  important  for  Christians 

Given  Central  America's  proximity  to 
the  United  States,  North  American 
Christians  have  a  special  interest  in 
these  happenings.  Seldom  have  U.S. 
foreign  policy  issues  so  fully  attracted 
the  attention  of  so  many  church  groups 
as  have  those  related  to  Latin  America. 
Indeed,  it  could  be  said  that  at  least  two 
wars  are  being  fought:  the  shooting  war 
in  El  Salvador  and  a  “hearts  and  minds 
war"  in  the  U.S.  —  a  battle  over  which 
direction  U.S.  foreign  policy  should  take 
in  this  region. 

There  are  other  reasons  for  Christians 
to  give  new  attention  to  Central  America. 
The  region  may  be  called  a  microcosm  of 
major  issues  involved  in  the  Third 
World/developing  nations  controversy. 

Included  are  such  basic  human  issues 
as  poverty,  economic  crises,  military 
confrontation,  religious  and  civil 
repression  and  all  the  complexities  of 
geo- politics. 

Poor  have  benefitted 

Proponents  and  opponents  of 
Nicaragua’s  revolution  have  their 
arguments  ready.  Following  are  some  of 
the  most  frequently  cited  benefits  of  the 
revolution. 

After  the  Somoza’s  dynasty’s  45-year 
dictatorship  during  which  the  family 
amassed  a  personal  fortune  of  $500 
million  dollars  and  owned  24  percent  of 
the  arable  land,  the  revolution  has 
resulted  in  reductions  of  unemployment 
from  40  to  16  percent  and  inflation  from 
84  to  30  percent.  Health  care  is  now 
provided  for  70  percent  as  compared  to  30 
percent  during  the  previous  government. 
A  large  amount  of  public  housing  is 
provided,  working  conditions  have 
improved,  wages  raised,  public  credit  is 
extended  and  the  poor  throughout  the 
country  are  aided  by  various 
improvement  projects. 

Opponents  of  the  revolution  have 
another  story.  Top  leaders  in  the  private 
sector,  speaking  with  a  mixture  of 
apprehension  for  their  personal  safety 
and  a  desperate  desire  to  have  their  story 
told,  repeat  a  common  theme : 

“This  government  has  been  turning 
left  and  is  very  definitely  Marxist- 
Leninist.  It  is  a  police  state,  a 
dictatorship.  There  is  a  blacklist  of 
people  not  allowed  to  leave  the  country.  I 
am  a  prisoner  in  my  own  land.  We  have 
lost  the  original  dream  of  the  revolution.” 

Most  persons  for  and  against  the 
government  agreed  that  currently  about 
60  percent  of  the  business  interests 
remain  in  the  private  sector  —  down 
from  80  percent  just  two  months  ago.  one 
source  reported. 

Prayers  for  “dream”  solicited 

A  recurring  theme  is  found  among 
many  Nicaraguan  church  leaders  and 
other  citizens  today:  “Through  decades  of 
suffering,  we  have  known  what 
repression  means  and  we  have  decided  to 
do  something  about  it.  We  wish 
Americans  would  not  see  as 
‘communism’  all  those  things  we  try  to 
do  to  help  our  poor  This  is  not  an  East- 
West  situation  —  but  it  has  been  made  an 
East-West  situation. 

“As  you  have  had  your  revolution,  we 
have  had  ours.  We  want  to  do  it  our  way. 
Some  say  we  have  lost  our  way.  We  don’t 
believe  we  have.  We  send  our  prayers 
across  the  short  distance  to  the  North. 
Pray  for  us,  pray  for  die  people  of 


$1  million  goal  for  Poles  neared 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


NEW  YORK  —  The  people  of  Poland 
now  have  received  nearly  $1  million 
worth  of  clothes,  food  and  medical 
supplies  from  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
churches  in  the  United  States  working 
through  Church  World  Service.  Sources 
in  Poland  assure  that  donations  continue 
to  reach  the  people  in  need. 

The  relief  and  development  arm  of  the 
Council  began  its  shipments  of  goods  to 
the  Polish  people  in  November  1981  to 
help  alleviate  the  effects  of  the  economic 
crisis  there  and  has  been  able  to  continue 
its  work  despite  the  imposition  of  martial 
law  on  Dec.  13,  1981.  The  value  of 
shipments  now  totals  $993,044. 

Church  World  Service  works  with  the 
Polish  Ecumenical  Council,  made  up  of 
the  eight  Protestant  churches  of  Poland. 
An  Easter  message  from  the  Rev. 
Zdzislaw  Pawlik,  general  secretary  of 
the  council,  says  that  the  amount  of  the 
aid  “has  been  extended  to  such  a 
measure  that  the  Polish  Ecumenical 
Council  has  decided  to  decentralize  the 
distribution  through  fifteen  regional 


committees.” 

“The  gifts  are  shared  with  Roman 
Catholics:  we  develop  joint  programs  to 
use  the  gifts  in  the  best  way,  for  example 
by  arranging  so-called  ‘free  kitchens’  for 
old  and  sick  people.  Aid  for  hospitals, 
homes  for  children  and  aged  people  has 
been  much  extended.  All  the  gifts  are 
arriving  safely  at  the  addresses  given  by 
the  sending  agencies,”  he  reports. 

In  the  first  three  months  of  1982, 
Church  World  Service  shipped  $598,000 
worth  of  medicines,  shoes,  clothing  and 
blankets  from  Baltimore  and  air  shipped 
288,000  water  purification  tablets  for  use 
during  winter  floods  in  the  Plock  region 
of  Poland.  The  goods  are  shipped  on 
Polish  vessels. 

Stanley  Mitton,  director  of  foreign 
emergency  response,  will  attend  a 
meeting  in  Copenhagen  this  month  to 
discuss  the  next  stejDs  in  assistance  for 
Poland.  The  church  aid  organizations  are 
interested  in  moving  beyond  relief  to 
helping  Polish  people  recover  some 
economic  self-sufficiency. 


School  is  ‘extended  family’ 

Bruce  Brombacher,  33,  who  was 
recently  named  1982  Teacher  of  the 
Year,  said  his  effectiveness  as  a  teacher 
is  based  on  his  love  for  his  students. 

“So  many  of  our  responsibilities  as 
teachers  are  like  those  of  parents  that 
schools  have,  by  necessity,  become 
extended  families,’’  said  Mr. 
Brombacher,  a  United  Methodist 
layman.  He  was  chosen  as  teacher  of  the 
year  in  the  3lst  annual  competition 
sponsored  by  Encyclopedia  Britannica 
Companies,  the  Council  of  Chief  State 
School  Officers  and  Good  Housekeeping 
magazine. 

“It  is  important  to  let  the  kids  know 
that  someone  loves  them  and  at  the  same 
time  to  know  that  there  is  someone 
pushing  them  to  fulfill  their  goals,"  he 
told  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Brombacher,  of  Westerville,  Ohio, 
has  taught  math  for  six  years  at  Jones 
Junior  High  School  in  Upper  Arlington,  a 


suburb  ol  Columbus.  A  veteran  of  the 
Vietnam  War,  Mr.  Brombacher  earned  a 
master’s  degree  in  physics  from  Ohio 
State  University  and  said  he  had 
intended  to  pursue  a  career  in  scientific 
research.  However,  while  doing  his 
graduate  work,  he  taught  undergraduate 
courses  and  found  teaching  “exciting 
and  rewarding  in  contrast  to  the  stark 
loneliness  of  research  in  a  small 
laboratory.”  So  he  stuck  with  it. 

He  and  wife,  Marcia  —  a  former 
elementary  teacher  —  and  their  two 
children  joined  the  Church  of  the 
Messiah  UMC  in  Westerville  last  fall. 
Mr.  Brombacher  is  a  baritone  in  the 
chancel  choir  and  a  member  of  the 
church  music  committee.  The  Rev. 
Larry  Hard  told  the  Reporter,  “Bruce  is 
active  in  our  family  ministry  activities. 
He’s  really  good  with  young  people.  His 
love  for  them  and  for  people  in  general  is 
one  thing  you  notice  about  him.  ’’ 


interviews  with  several  leading 
figures  in  Nicaragua  today,  among 
them:  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
Obando  y  Bravo;  U.S.  Ambassador 
Anthony  Quainton;  Gilberto  Aguirre, 
executive  director  of  CEPAD  ( the 
principal  Protestant  social  service 
agency  in  Nicaragua);  Bishop  John 
Wilson  of  the  Moravian  Church;  three 
top  officials  in  the  newspaper 
community;  several  leaders  of  the 
private  sector  (who,  along  with 
others  interviewed,  insisted  they  not 
be  identified  for  security  reasons), 
and  conversations  with  numerous 
other  individuals  including  villagers, 
taxi  drivers,  nuns,  pastors  and  social 
workers. 

Conspicuously  absent  are 
interviews  with  government  officials. 
Because  of  Nicaragua’s  State  of 
National  Emergency  law  based  on  a 
feared  U.S. -backed  invasion,  recently 
extended  for  an  additional  30  days, 
interviews  with  government  officials 
may  be  arranged  only  after  lengthy 
and  uncertain  procedures. 


Nicaragua,  that  we  do  not  lose  our  dream 
of  living  in  peace.” 

Random  comments  on  several  “hot" 
topics  here  reflect  the  wide  diversity  of 
opinions  regarding  Nicaragua’s 
revolution. 

•  The  "Pastora"  declaration.  Just 
days  before  the  filing  of  this  story,  the 
Sandinista  junta  received  what  one 
opponent  called  its  “biggest  blow”  to 
date.  Eden  Pastora,  a  hero  of  the 
resistance  to  Somoza,  spoke  from  exile  in 
Costa  Rica.  He  blasted  the  revolution  as 
having  sold  out  to  Cuban  and  Soviet 
influence.  He  vowed  to  lead  Nicaraguans 
in  an  effort  to  restore  the  purity  of  the 
original  Sandinista  vision. 

The  declaration,  which  for  days 
dominated  private  conversations  —  if  not 
the  government-controlled  radio,  TV  and 
newspaper  reports  —  was  labeled  by  the 
junta  as  a  “U.S. -inspired  attempt  to 
scuttle  the  revolution.” 

•  The  National  Emergency  Law.  Citing 
threats  of  a  U.S. -sponsored  overthrow, 
the  Sandinista  government  recently 
declared  a  state  of  emergency  and 
suspended  many  civil  rights.  Some 
persons  here  believe  the  emergency  was 
created  artifically  to  protect  the  ruling 
junta  from  the  consequences  of  its 
economic  policies.  But  indications 
abound  that  Nicaraguans  literally  expect 
an  imminent  invasion  of  U.S. -backed 
forces.  Heavily  armed  soldiers,  although 
not  overly  obvious,  are  seen  throughout 
the  city,  as  are  sand-bagged  gun 
emplacements  at  government  buildings 
and  around  the  airport. 

•  U.S.  policy.  Nicaraguans  seem 
universally  informed  concerning  the 
tougher  points  of  President  Reagan’s 
policies  regarding  their  country.  They 
cite  the  cessation  of  certain  economic 
assistance  programs,  moves  to 
discourage  international  credit,  the 
reported  approval  of  a  $9  million  effort  to 
overthrow  the  Sandinista  government, 
the  presence  of  U.S.  naval  vessels  off 
both  coasts,  tacit  approval  of  the 
training,  in  Florida  and  California,  of 
former  Somoza  forces,  and  aid  to 
counter-revolutionary’  groups  on  the 
Honduran  border. 

The  fear  of  another  "Bay  of  Pigs"  — 
with  U.S. -backed  forces  launched  on 
Nicaragua’s  port  Cabazes  —  is  a 
frequently  expressed  concern. 

U.S.  Ambassador  Anthony  Quainton 
said  the  basic  thrust  of  the  embassy’s 
mission  here  is  “to  persuade  Nicaragua 
to  discontinue  the  exporting  of  revolution 
in  the  region.”  He  repeated  the  Reagan 
Administration’s  contentions  that 
Nicaragua  is  a  channel  of  arms  to  anti- 
government  forces  in  El  Salvador  and 
continues  to  build  a  military  force  that 
threatens  the  security  of  neighboring 
countries. 

In  spite  of  the  "mutual  enmity” 
between  Nicaragua  and  the  U.S., 
Ambassador  Quainton  and  other  U.S. 
citizens  here  insist  that  individual 
relationships  with  Nicaraguan  citizens 
remain  very  good  and  do  not  reflect  the 
verbal  battles  between  the  two 
governments. 


Bruce  Bombacher 


Mr.  Brombacher  said  his  classroom 
“specialty”  is  letting  his  students 
participate  in  the  goal-setting  at  the  start 
of  a  course. 

“I  conduct  my  classes  in  a  way  that 
lets  the  kids  develop  a  sense  of 
responsibility  for  what  they  are  learning 
and  how  well  they  learn,”  he  said. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
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Tax  credit 
talk  leads 
to  conflict 

Compiled  from  News  Reports 
Conflict  has  formed  along  predictably 
sectarian  lines  following  President 
Reagan’s  mid-April  proposal  to  grant  tax 
credits  to  parents  of  non -public  school 
pupils. 

A  Roman  Catholic  lobbyist  in 
Washington  said  Mr.  Reagan’s  proposal 
was  “the  first  important  step"  toward 
providing  leadership  necessary  to  see 
tuition  tax  credits  enacted  this  year. 

But  he  cautioned  that  if  the  adminis¬ 
tration’s  support  “is  seen  as  weak,  it  will 
be  dealt  with  accordingly  within  the  caul¬ 
dron  of  congressional  politics  .  .  .  Our  job 
is  to  keep  their  feet  to  the  fire.” 

Some  of  the  same  verbal  imagery  but 
an  entirely  opposite  position  came  from 
James  M.  Dunn,  executive  director  of  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Affairs,  likewise  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Dunn  said  that  the  Reagan 
proposal  “violates  the  constitutional 
principles  of  church-state  separation; 
threatens  the  public  schools  with  two 
separate  but  unequal  tax-supported 
systems  of  education;  contradicts  current 
budget  cuts  by  favoring  yet  another  gov¬ 
ernment  giveaway;  continues  a  national 
policy  against  the  poor  by  providing  one 
more  form  of  welfare  for  the  well-off; 
ignites  inter-religious  strife  and  en¬ 
dangers  religious  liberty." 

The  President’s  plan  would  limit  the 
tax  credit  to  parents  of  elementary  and 
secondary  school  children,  provide  a 
three-year  phase-in  period,  limit  credit 
to  $500  per  child,  establish  an  income 
ceiling  for  family  eligibility  and  disallow 
credits  to  persons  sending  children  to 
schools  that  discriminate  racially. 

Some  observers  say  the  proposal,  if 
enacted,  would  cost  the  federal  treasury 
from  nearly  $2  billion  in  fiscal  1983  to 
between  $5  and  $7  billion  by  1985. 

Many  congressional  observers  say  that 
the  legislation  has  little  chance  of 
passage  in  this  session  of  Congress 
because  of  economic  conditions.  But  a 
staff  member  with  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State,  a 
Washington  watchdog  organization, 
termed  the  chances  of  adoption  by 
Congress  “too close  to  call.” 

There  are  about  5  million  students  in 
private  schools,  of  whom  about  3.1 
million  were  estimated  to  be  in  Roman 
Catholic  schools  in  1981. 

Agencies  of  several  religious  groups 
reportedly  oppose  the  President’s  plan, 
including  United  Methodists,  Unitarian 
Universalists,  American  Jewish 
Congress,  Anti-Defamation  League  of 
B’nai  B’rith,  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations  and  National  Association 
of  Catholic  Laity. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  is 
reviewing  its  21-year-old  policy  opposing 
tuition  tax  credits. 


‘Valley’  people  aid  Salvadorans  legally 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is 
another  of  several  planned  by  the 
Reporter  to  further  examine  develop¬ 
ments  involving  U.S.  Christians  in  issues 
stemming  from  the  growing  strife  in 
Central  America.  An  earlier  story  (Re¬ 
porter,  April  16)  described  how  a  network 
of  church  members  are  breaking  the  law 
to  help  refugees  and  provide  sanctuary. 
This  story  describes  a  different  approach 
to  the  same  problem. 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

McALLEN,  Tex.  —  Christians  in  this 
area  which  Texans  call  “the  Valley" 
have  faced  a  dilemma ;  what  to  do  about 
the  refugees  from  war-torn  El  Salvador 
who  enter  the  United  States  illegally. 

Christians  here  may  be  challenged  by 
Christ’s  story  of  the  last  judgment  which 
included  a  promise  of  eternal 
punishment  for  persons  who  do  not  “take 
in  the  stranger,"  church  leaders  say. 

But  few  of  them  believe  the 
commandment  includes  helping  a  person 
such  as  Reynalda,  26,  to  enter  this 
country  illegally,  the  church  leaders  told 
the  Reporter. 

Nor  do  most  Valley  Christians  feel  they 
should  illegally  “aid  and  abet”  her  once 
she  arrives,  as  do  members  of  several 
dozen  churches  in  other  parts  of  the 
nation  (see  Reporter,  April  16). 

But  when  the  U.S.  Border  Patrol 
caught  Reynalda  and  jailed  her  last 
November,  members  of  several 
congregations  swung  into  action. 

They  acted  through  a  newly  formed 
ecumenical  group  of  congregations 
called  the  Border  Association  for  Refu¬ 
gees  from  Central  America  (BARCA). 

They  arranged  Reynalda ’s  release, 
provided  legal  advice  and  placed  her  in 
the  home  of  a  church  member  while  she 
awaited  hearings  on  whether  or  not  she 
would  be  allowed  to  remain  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  Like  most  Salvadorans  who  have 
asked  for  such  hearings  she  still  is  wait¬ 
ing. 

Social  involvement  ‘unusual’ 

Several  church  leaders  told  the 
Reporter  they  consider  it  something  of  a 
miracle  that  Valley  Christians  are 
involved  in  such  a  ministry  at  all. 
Residents  here  have  been  so  polarized  in 
the  past  by  social  issues  —  such  as  those 
involving  farm  workers  —  that  the 
churches  have  tended  to  just  stay  out  of 
social  ministry,  they  said. 

So  nobody  seemed  surprised  that 
churches  did  not  respond  as  Valley  jails 
and  detention  facilities  in  1980  began  to 
be  filled  with  Salvadorans  fleeing  the 
upheaval  in  their  homeland.  The  U.S. 
government  policy  does  not  recognize 
them  as  refugees. 

Most  Christians  here  probably  didn’t 
even  know  about  the  Salvadorans  because 
the  Valley  news  media  have  reported  little 


about  them,  the  Rev.  John  Platt  said.  He 
is  the  district  superintendent  in  the 
Valley  for  United  Methodism’s 
Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference. 
United  Methodists  have  become  involved 
in  the  church  association  only  during  the 
last  two  months. 

“This  area  has  been  so  saturated  for 
years  with  economic  refugees  from 
Mexico  that  it  has  caused  a  complacency 
in  us,"  Mr.  Platt  said. 

“It  has  been  hard  to  wake  up  and  see 
that  these  Salvadorans  are  different 
from  the  Mexicans  in  that  this  may  be  a 
life  and  death  situation  for  them  if  they 
have  to  go  back  home.” 

Many  Valley  Christians  now  are 
involved.  The  church  association  since 
last  fall  has  arranged  the  release  of  more 
than  100  Salvadorans  from  detention  and 
has  placed  them  in  the  homes  of  church 
members.  None  of  them  has  been 
deported  yet,  said  the  Rev.  Larry 
Jackson,  a  founder  of  the  association. 

“(Confrontational  dem¬ 
onstrations)  are  the  quick¬ 
est  ways  to  cut  off  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  our  grassroots 
members.” 


“Our  main  push  has  been  to  get  the 
grassroot  middle  class  Anglos  and 
Mexican-Americans  in  our  churches 
involved,”  said  Mr.  Jackson,  pastor  of 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Valley 
town  of  Edinburg  near  McAllen. 

The  association  tells  Christians  that  it 
doesn’t  matter  what  they  think  about  the 
U.S.  policy  on  El  Salvador  or  whether  the 
Salvadorans  deserve  asylum  here,  Mr. 
Platt  said. 

The  crucial  fact  is  that  Salvadorans 
came  here  out  of  fear,  are  in  jail,  and 
Christians  should  ensure  that  they  are 
treated  humanely  and  fairly,  he  said. 
“We  should  worry  about  whether  they 
are  hungry,  lonely  or  in  need  of  shelter.” 

Mr.  Jackson  said  the  association  has 
deliberately  avoided  even  the  semblance 
of  illegal  activities  or  confrontational 
demonstration.  “Those  are  the  quickest 


ways  to  cut  off  the  involvement  of  our 
grassroots  members. 

“I’ve  learned  a  lot  the  last  six 
months,”  he  said.  It  has  become  very 
clear  to  him,  he  said,  that  the  U.S. 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
should  not  be  looked  upon  as  “the 
enemy"  but  as  an  agency  with  which 
churches  need  to  work  to  help  the 
Salvadorans. 

And  he  said  he  finds  the  idea  of 
churches  running  an  “underground 
railroad”  ludicrous.  “Why  should  we 
help  more  of  them  to  come  when  we  can’t 
take  care  of  the  ones  already  here?” 

Frankly  a  ‘band-aid’  approach 

The  association’s  work  is  a  “band-aid" 
approach  that  won’t  solve  the  problems 
that  turn  Salvadorans  into  refugees, 
church  leaders  quickly  acknowledge. 

But  they  see  themselves  as  being  in  a 
special  position,  situated  on  the  border 
and  neighbors  to  one  of  only  three  U.S. 
detention  facilities  for  Salvadoran  men.  It 
is  near  Los  Fresnos  between  Harlingen 
and  Brownsville  (see  map).  The  others 
are  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  and  El  Centro, 
Calif. 

“We’re  the  only  ones  who  can 
personally  help  these  Salvadorans  here,” 
Mr.  Platt  said.  “But  people  in  other  parts 
of  the  country  can  help  by  giving 
money.” 

The  Southwest  Texas  conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (P.O.  Box 
28098,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  78284)  has  just 
launched  a  campaign  to  raise  $50,000 
from  United  Methodists  to  support  the 
work  of  the  association. 

“Our  dream  is  to  buy  a  house  of  refuge 
where  hard-to-place  Salvadorans  can 
stay  while  they  await  the  disposition  of 
their  cases,"  Mr.  Platt  said.  United 
Methodists  would  retain  title  to  the 
house,  but  it  would  be  operated  by  the 
inter-church  association,  he  said. 

The  denomination’s  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  given  $10,000  for 
the  association’s  work.  Another  $5,300 
has  come  from  relief  funds  of  the  South¬ 
west  Texas  conference. 

More  than  $40,000  for  the  association’s 
general  activities  have  come  from  the 
American  Lutheran  Church,  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.,  Roman  Catholic  orders  and  indi¬ 
viduals,  Mr.  Jackson  said. 

Little  of  the  money  has  been  spent  but 
will  be  needed  soon  as  the  association 
hires  one  or  two  attorneys  and  two  para¬ 
legals.  Volunteer  attorneys  have  already 
been  visiting  detention  facilities  on  an 
irregular  basis. 

They  screen  Salvadorans  to  find  which 
ones  have  the  most  urgent  need  to  be 
released  on  bail  or  personal 
recognizance.  By  maintaining  a 
presence  at  the  facilities,  the  church 
association  also  can  reduce  the  potential 
that  Salvadorans  will  be  mistreated  or 
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LOS  FRESNOS,  Tex.  —  Refugees,  whom  churches  and  legal  groups  are 
unable  to  help,  listlessly  wait  in  this  remote  detention  outpost  for  deportation 
hearings.  reporter  photo  by  roy  Howard  beck 


denied  their  full  legal  rights  to  try  to 
establish  why  they  should  be  granted 
haven  by  the  United  States. 

Families  a  prime  concern 

One  of  the  most  urgent  needs  the 
association  is  trying  to  meet  is  the 
reunification  of  families.  The  govern¬ 
ment  has  no  facility  to  detain  men, 
women  and  children  together. 

Men  are  sent  to  the  antiquated  Los  Fres¬ 
nos  detention  center  about  45  miles  from 
McAllen.  Women  usually  are  placed  in 
the  county  jails  in  McAllen  and 
Brownsville  while  their  children  are  put 
in  county  centers  for  juvenile 
delinquents. 

Government  officials  indicated  to  the 
Reporter  a  willingness  to  release 
families  immediately  after  arrest  into 
the  custody  of  private  groups  which  can 
show  they  have  the  facilities  to  care  for 
them  and  the  ability  to  ensure  they  will 
show  up  for  hearings. 

The  number  of  Christians  volunteering 
their  assistance  is  steadily  growing,  Mr. 
Jackson  said,  but  many  more  are  needed 
for  a  variety  of  tasks.  “We  give  people  a 
whole  shopping  list  of  things  they  can  do 


so  they  can  find  something  they  feel 
comfortable  doing,"  he  said. 

With  the  unrest  in  Central  America 
likely  to  continue  for  several  years, 
Valley  churches  need  to  establish  a  semi¬ 
permanent  program  for  dealing  with 
refugees,  he  said. 

Some  persons  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  growing  involvement  of  Valley 
Christians  in  this  effort  is  changing  an 
old  perception  that  because  most  are 
very  conservative  politically  they  are  not 
very  compassionate. 

“I’ve  gained  a  big  appreciation  for  my 
congregation,”  Mr.  Jackson  said.  “I’ve 
seen  a  much  bigger  heart  than  I  thought 
was  there.” 

The  church  association  moved  from 
being  an  informal  group  of  individuals  to 
a  Valley-wide,  ecumenical  effort  after 
Mr.  Jackson  let  his  activities  slip  out 
while  talking  at  a  church  business 
meeting.  “I  was  worried  that  I  may  have 
damaged  my  ability  to  minister  to  the 
congregation."  He  said  he  usually  has 
kept  his  involvement  in  social  issues 
private.  But  the  members  pressed  him 
for  more  information  and  immediately 
insisted  on  becoming  directly  involved 
themselves. 


Jesus  called  us 
to  feed  His  sheep. 
Not  to  count  them. 


Genuine  "new  wine"  is  not  found  in  head 
counts.. .or  in  the  "fast  food"  approach  to  faith 
...or  in  words  that  don't  sound  or  taste  like  real 
life  The  sharing  of  faith  is  a  life-giving  expe¬ 
rience  for  both  people  involved.  Now.  there's  a 
unique  film  series  designed  for  church  use  that 
explores  the  potential  of  living  and  sharing  your 
faith,  without  forcing  dry  formulas  on  other 
people  and  without  sounding  "religious." 

If  you'd  like  to  help  open  your  congregation  to 
the  possibility  of  a  new  dimension  of  life  by 
sharing  their  faith  naturally,  and  with  complete 
personal  and  emotional  integrity  —without 
abusing  others— then  send  in  the  attached 
coupon  today  for  more  information . 

WORD.  INCORPORATED 

Producers  of  the  lames  Dobson  Focus  on  the  Family  film  series 


The  NEW  WINE'S,, 
KEITH  MILLER 

ProducedbylMMB  Inc  •  Educational  Products  Division 


Mail  to  WORD  INC  Educational  Products  Division 
P  O  Box  I  790  Waco  TX  76795 

□  Yes  We  would  like  to  know  more. 

Please  send  us  complete  information  on  the  film 
series  by  Keith  Miller  called  New  Wine 


Directors  exert  more  control  now 
over  UMC’s  social  action  agency 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Elected  directors,  aided  by  a 
mandated  restructure,  are  becoming 
increasingly  assertive  in  guiding  United 
Methodism’s  social  action  agency, 
several  officers  and  staff  members 
observed  following  their  recent  meeting 
in  Dallas  (see  Reporter,  April  9). 

Who  controls  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  —  and  how 
— is  important  to  United  Methodists  be¬ 
cause  that  agency,  located  on  Capitol 
Hill  in  Washington,  provides  a  United 
Methodist  witness  on  social  issues  more 
visible  to  the  public  than  any  other. 

The  governing  board  is  composed  of 
nearly  90  laymen,  laywomen,  bishops 
and  other  ministers  who  represent  every 
annual  conference  and  a  diversity  of 
backgrounds. 

They  gave  signs  at  the  Dallas  meeting 
that  they  are  exerting  more  control  than 
at  any  time  in  recent  history,  according 
to  James  M.  Dolliver,  a  Washington  state 
supreme  court  justice  who  has  been  an 
observer  or  board  members  of  Church 
and  Society  for  more  than  a  decade. 

“We’re  rid  of  the  feudal  dukedoms”  in 
which  it  was  possible  for  some  staff 
members  to  act  as  “independent 
agents,”  Mr.  Dolliver  told  the  Reporter. 

The  main  reason  for  the  change  he 
said,  is  that  the  major  reorganization  of 
the  agency  approved  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  is  now  in  place.  Power  which 
was  formerly  dispersed  among  several 
strong  divisions  is  concentrated  in  a  chief 
executive.  It  is  easier  for  board  members 
to  hold  a  single  chief,  rather  than 
several,  responsible  for  carrying  out 
their  wishes,  he  said. 

The  new  general  secretary,  Dr. 
Haviland  Houston,  publicly  affirmed  the 
board  members’  assertiveness,  as  did 
several  other  staff  persons  privately. 

Suit  against  Reagan  rejected 

Among  the  evidences  of  assertiveness 
at  the  recent  meeting  were: 

•  A  committee’s  rejection  by  a  6-5  vote 
of  a  staff  recommendation  that  the 
agency  lend  support  to  a  lawsuit  against 
President  Reagan.  The  legal  action 
brought  by  Congressman  George  W. 
Crocket,  Jr.  contends  that  the  President 
is  violating  the  War  Powers  Resolution 
by  sending  military  aid  to  El  Salvador 
without  Congressional  authorization. 

“The  issue  is  not  whether  we  want  the 
guns  to  stop  going  to  El  Salvador,”  said 
the  Rev.  Dan  E.  Solomon  of  the  South¬ 
west  Texas  Annual  Conference.  “I  don’t 
believe  this  is  the  procedure  we  should 
use.’’ 


Some  board  members  said  they  felt  it 
improper  to  endorse  a  legal  brief  they 
had  not  seen  and  one  which  had  little 
likelihood  of  effecting  change.  Pointing 
to  Congress’  refusal  to  press  the  issue 
with  the  President,  two  board  members 
said  a  better  case  could  be  made  for 
bringing  suit  against  Congress. 

The  signal  they  wanted  to  send  to  the 
staff,  a  few  board  members  told  the 
Reporter,  is  that  it  isn’t  enough  for  a 
proposal  to  have  a  proper  goal  —  the 
procedure  also  must  be  consistent  with 
the  witness  the  agency  wants  to  provide. 

Later  the  board  voted  to  endorse  a 
resolution  “strongly  and  unequivocally” 
opposing  any  military  and  economic 
intervention  by  outside  forces  designed 
to  destabilize  Latin  American 
societies.” 

Coalition  guides  urged 

•Twice  on  separate  days  of  the 
meeting,  members  of  the  board 
described  the  agency’s  policy  for  joining 
and  working  in  coalitions  as  inadequate 
and  called  for  an  overhaul. 

Members  would  like  to  set  up  guide¬ 
lines  so  that  they,  as  well  as  staff  mem¬ 
bers,  don’t  advocate  joining  a  coalition 
just  because  the  feeling  seems  right,” 
one  board  member  told  the  Reporter. 

Combining  efforts  through  coalition  — 
with  sometimes  widely  disparate  secular 
and  church  groups  sharing  a  common 
goal  on  a  single  subject  —  long  has  been 
an  important  strategy  of  Church  and 
Society  and  a  source  of  considerable 
controversy  among  some  United  Methodists. 

The  board  did  not  take  a  formal  vote  on 
that  subject.  But  at  the  end  of  the 
meeting,  Dr.  Houston  promised  board 
members  that  they  would  have  an 
opportunity  at  their  next  meeting  in 
October  “to  deal  with  how  we  relate  to 
coalitions.” 

While  dissatisfied  with  their  guide¬ 
lines,  the  board  did  vote  to  join  the  Tax¬ 
payers  Coalition  Against  the  Clinch 
River  Breeder  Reactor  in  Tennessee. 

And  it  voted  to  withdraw  from  the 
Campaign  for  Political  Rights  coalition 
which  was  set  up  to  deal  with  “First 
Amendment  issues”  but  has  focused  “too 
narrowly”  on  espionage  matters  and  has 
failed  to  accept  affirmative  action  hiring. 

Secret  investigation  rapped 

•  A  secret  investigation  last  year  of  a 
group  called  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  was  questioned  from  the 
floor.  The  study  was  funded  in  part  by 
Church  and  Society  upon  approval  by 


staff  but  not  the  board. 

Bishop  Carlton  P.  Minnick,  Jr.  of  the 
Jackson  (Mississippi)  Area  initiated  a 
half-hour  debate  which  evoked  some 
pointed  criticism  of  and  support  for  the 
investigation. 

Bishop  Minnick  complained  that  the 
investigation  (also  sponsored  by  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
agency)  “was  an  attempt  to  discredit 
certain  individuals”  because  they  had 
criticized  the  agency.  The  covert  tech¬ 
niques  of  it  caused  him  to  “have  trouble 
accepting  the  theological  justification,” 
the  bishop  said.  “I  don’t  think  we  ought  to 
act  that  way.” 

That  drew  scattered  applause  from  the 
directors. 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  of  the  Illinois 
Area,  president  of  Church  and  Society, 
explained  that  staff  members  had  the 
right  to  use  $500  from  the  agency’s 
communications  funds  to  pay  toward  the 
$6,000  cost  of  the  investigation. 

Two  directors  said  they  thought  the 
investigation  had  been  helpful  in  showing 
the  backgrounds  of  persons  who  publicly 
were  criticizing  Church  and  Society.  One 
director  said  he  hoped  such  an 
investigation  again  would  be  authorized 
if  another  critical  group  arises. 

That  brought  Bishop  William  B.  Grove 
of  the  Charleston  (W.  Va.)  Area  to  his 
feet.  He  said  it  was  “embarrassing  and 
frustrating”  for  Church  and  Society 
directors  to  learn  first  from  a  newspaper 
report  about  such  an  investigation  “done 
in  our  name.”  He  said  the  uncovered 
information  was  helpful  but  the  covert 
qualities  were  harmful.  He  said  he  hoped 
directors  would  not  again  be  placed  in 
that  position  by  staff  members. 

In  other  actions  the  governing  board 
supported  extension  of  the  federal  Voting 
Rights  Act,  encouraged  the  boards  of 
Nashville’s  hospitals  to  work  with 
predominantly  black  and  UM-related 
Meharry  Medical  School  to  increase 
opportunities  for  training  students  in 
their  facilities,  and  urged  the  U.S. 
government  to  reassess  its  role  in  Haiti 
“so  our  nation  will  not  contribute  any 
more  to  the  poverty  of  that  sad  country.” 
The  United  States  should  offer  first 
asylum  and  refugee  status  for  Haitians 
fleeing  from  “tyranny  and  oppression  in 
their  land,”  the  directors  said. 

The  complete  text  of  all  resolutions  can 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  at  100 
Maryland  Ave  ,  Washington,  D.C.  20002. 

—  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


WOT TO  BE 
TAKpX  OUT 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


BROWSING  SHELF 


MAY  6  1982 

MAGALE  LJBRARv 

CE^’Anx  coTZe 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


edition 


128  NUMBER  48 


Send  P.  ().  Form  3579  to  Box  221076  Dallas.  Tx.  75222 


MAY  7.  1982 


Church  Extension  Plans 
Proposal  for  Campaign 


Church  Extension  is  one  of  the  most 
important  parts  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  as  the  population  of 
Louisiana  is  growing  at  an  ever- 
increasing  rate. 

At  Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport, 
the  Committee  on  Church  Extension  will 
propose  that  work  be  set  in  motion  to 
develop  a  campaign  to  raise  $2  million  in 
pledges  during  the  1984  to  1988 
quadrennium. 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee,  said  the  proposal 
is  exactly  that,  a  proposal. 

“The  proposal’s  really  not  even  that  we 
make  the  decision  to  have  the  campaign. 
We’re  simply  saying  we  will  bring  this 
proposal  next  year,”  said  Woodland. 

In  the  Pre-Conference  report,  the 
section  on  Church  Extension  provides 
information  on  the  proposed  campaign. 

“It  is  our  intention,”  the  report  said, 


"to  propose  to  the  1983  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  a  major  financial  campaign,  to 
raise  $2  million  in  pledges  during  the  1984 
to  1988  quadrennium.  This  proposal  for  a 
major  financial  campaign,  when 
developed  more  fully  by  the  Church 
Extension  Committee  and  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  would  be  referred  to 
the  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration,  the  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
Cabinet  for  the  consideration  of  action.” 

Woodland  said  this  would  allow  time 
for  the  plan  to  progress  through  the 
proper  channels. 

“This  will  give  us  a  year,”  he  said,  “to 
work  it  through  with  the  Cabinet,  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  the  whoje  Board 
(of  Global  Ministries),” 

Woodland  said  early  plans  for  the 
campaign  would  have  the  project  begin 
in  the  spring. 

“We’d  do  the  campaign  in  March  and 


April  of  1984,”  said  Woodland,  “with 
pledges  starting  in  June  of  1984  and 
running  through  the  quadrennium.” 

The  pre-conference  report  said  the 
funds  raised  would  be  used  for  an 
existing  program  of  Church  Extension, 
Century  III. 

“The  campaign,”  said  the  report, 
“would  raise  funds  for  Century  III  to 
acquire  land  for  new  congregations.  ’  ’ 

“This,”  said  Woodland,  “simply  would 
follow  up  on  Century  III,  which  has  a 
specific  purpose  to  get  land  for  new 
churches.” 

With  acquisition  of  land  in  Lake 
Charles  and  LaPlace,  Woodland  said 
Century  III  has  been  working. 

“We’ve  had  good  response  to  Century 
III  in  terms  of  land  and  pledges.  ” 

Woodland  said  the  campaign  will  be 
aimed  at  new  land  for  churches  that  will 
be  needed  in  the  future. 


“The  focus  would  be  to  acquire  land 
sites  for  new  churches.” 

The  pre-conference  report  stressed  the 
need  for  action  now  in  the  acquisition  of 
land  for  future  churches. 

“When  we  can  reasonably  expect  to 
need  a  church  in  an  area  of  steady 
growth,”  the  report  said,  “we  need  to 
secure  the  land  five  to  15  years  before  the 
congregation  is  actually  organized. 
Century  III  .  .  .  allows  us  to  purchase 
sites  now  that  will  be  needed  for  the 
congregations  to  be  started  in  the  next  10 
years,  as  we  begin  our  third  century  of 
Methodist  witness  and  work.” 

Woodland  again  stressed  the  fact  the 
proposal  is  merely  to  get  work  to 
progress  for  the  development  of  a 
campaign. 

“We’re  not  making  a  decision,  we’re 
simply  presenting  to  the  conference  our 
intentions,” 


New  Organization 


Louisiana  Church  Secretary 
Elected  to  National  Office 


DALLAS  ( UMN )  —  A  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Church  secretary  has  been 
elected  to  a  national  office  in  the 
Professional  Association  for  United 
Methodist  Church  Secretaries 
(PAUMCS). 

Secretaries  from  across  the  nation 
gathered  in  Dallas  April  14  and  15  for 
training  and  organization  of  PAUMCS. 

Bishop  0.  Eugene  Slater,  Dallas 
retired  United  Methodist  bishop, 
installed  the  new  PAUMCS  officers  April 
14  in  a  candlelight  service  at  University 
Park  United  Methodist  Church. 

Patti  Killgore  of  Ruston,  La.,  was 
installed  as  membership  officer. 

Other  officers  installed  were  Mary  A. 
Johnson  of  Houston,  Texas,  president; 
Shirley  Taylor  of  Oklahoma  City,  vice 
president;  Beverly  Robberson,  of  San 
Antonio,  secretary  ;  Karen  Ford  of  Flint, 
Mich.,  treasurer;  and  Faye  Smith  of  St. 
Simon  Island,  Ga.,  in  charge  of  the 
newsletter. 

Johnson  and  Robberson  were 
organizing  cochairs  of  the  Association. 
The  organizational  dinner  highlighted  a 
two-day  training  event  for  church 
secretaries  from  five  denominations  and 
thirteen  states  for  church  secretaries 
conducted  by  CRS  Communications 
Clinics. 


Joyce  Bauer  of  Durham,  N.C.,  founder 
and  adviser  to  the  six-year-old 
Presbyterian  Secretarial  Association, 
told  the  new  PAUMCS  to  continue 
providing  training  for  their  members. 

“We  were  fortunate  to  have 
Presbyterian  School  of  Continuing 
Education  in  Richmond,  Va.,  help  us 
with  our  training  program  the  first  year 
of  our  organization,"  said  Bauer. 

R.  Harold  Hipps,  Nashville,  Term., 
associate  general  secretary  of  the 
Division  of  Lay  Ministries  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Educational  Ministries  said  the 
denomination  was  ready  to  support  the 
secretaries  with  “staff  help  to  plan  your 
meetings,  set  up  continuing  education 
events  and  develop  your  organization.” 

The  secretaries  adopted  “working”  by¬ 
laws  which  state  The  Association  1 
purpose: 

“To  provide  a  supportive  base  for  the 
unity  and  fellowship  of  its  members;  to 
provide  individual  growth,  professional 
development,  continuing  education, 
spiritual  enrichment;  and  work  toward 
the  betterment  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church." 

The  Association  may  be  contacted  by 
addressing  PAUMCS,  1928  Ross  Ave., 
Dallas,  Texas  75201. 


Around  the  Conference 


Jackson  to  receive 
Divinity  Degree 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  the  Rev.  Moses  T.  Jackson 
Sr.,  superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District,  will 
receive  a  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  from  Wiley  College  in 
Marshall,  Texas,  July  7. 

Wiley  College  is  Jackson’s  alma  mater. 

Love  Chapel  forms  UMM 


The  men  of  the  Love  Chapel-Haughton  Charge  in  Haughton, 
chartered  a  new  United  Methodist  Men’s  Club  earlier  this  year. 

President  of  the  new  group  is  Ted  Samland  and  was  installed 
by  the  Rev.  Dan  Tohlin  and  district  Men  s  Club  representative, 
A1  Hickerson. 

Pastor  of  the  charge  is  the  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain. 

Franklin  UMW 
raise  $2,000 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Franklin  raised  over  $2,000 
at  their  annual  bazaar,  coordinated  by  Mrs.  Leonard  Sudduth. 

Half  of  the  money  made  at  the  bazaar  will  be  sent  to  the 
World  Hunger  Fund  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief. 

The  other  half  will  be  used  to  help  support  United  States 
missions  centers  the  UMW  help  support. 

Everyone  present  contributed  a  cash  offering  to  be  sent  to  the 
Methodist  Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 

Tonya  Stiel  auctioned  the  crafts  left  from  the  sale. 

The  Rev.  Ira  Robinson  is  pastor. 


First  Street  UMC 
celebrates  149 


I 


Patti  Killgore,  seated,  of  Ruston,  La.,  was  elected  membership  officer  of  the  new 
Professional  Association  for  United  Methodist  Church  Secretaries  (PAUMCS),  at  the 
organizational  meeting  in  Dallas.  Bishop  O.  Eugene  Slater  installed  the  officers  in  a 
candlelight  service  and  Joyce  Bauer,  left,  of  Durham.  N.C.,  adviser  to  the 
Presbyterian  Secretarial  Association,  said  PAUMCS  must  provide  a  continuing 
education  program  for  association  members. 

Treen, Colson  to  speak 
at  Chapel  Dedication 


Governor  David  C.  Treen  and  Charles 
"Chuck”  Colson  will  be  keynote  speakers 
at  the  dedication  of  The  New  Life 
Interfaith  Chapel  at  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary  at  Angola,  May  7,  at  2  p.m. 

“Now  we  know  that  someone  cares,” 
remarked  one  of  the  inmates  following 
the  ground-breaking  ceremonies  last 
year.  The  chapel,  a  functional,  multi¬ 
purpose  facility,  will  provide  worship 
space  for  approximately  200,  offices  for 
three  chaplains  and  rooms  for  study. 

Commenting  on  the  multi-purpose  use 
of  the  facility,  the  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference,  said,  "This 
chapel  is  a  message  that  we  of  the 
churches  believe  that  those  who  have 
offended  society  can  be  changed, 
rehabilitated  and  returned  to  the  free  life 
as  responsible  citizens  and  that  we 
should  provide  opportunities  for 
education,  training  and  counseling,  as 
well  as  spiritual  worship." 

Individual  and  church  donations  from 
around  the  state  have  amounted  to  over 
$350,000.  The  State  of  Louisiana 


contributed  $120,000  for  the  chapel. 

"Chuck”  Colson,  known  for  his  years  in 
the  Nixon  administration,  is  now 
president  of  Prison  Fellowship  a 
ministry  to  inmates  and  their  families. 

Margaret  Browder,  president  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  will 
preside  at  the  dedication. 

Representing  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention  will  be  Dr.  Robert  L.  Lee. 

Special  music  for  the  event  will  be 
provided  by  the  Gospel  Melodies,  a  group 
composed  of  inmates. 
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March  28  marked  the  149  year  of  the  First  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  Historic  Landmark  in  the  New  Orleans 
Black  community. 

“A  Festival  of  Faith”  was  the  theme  for  this  year’s 
celebration,  according  to  the  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis. 

The  guest  minister  for  the  service  was  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Calvin,  pastor  of  Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge.  Calvin,  who  received  the  "Most  Outstanding 
Young  Man"  award  from  the  Baton  Rouge  Kiwanis  Club, 
serves  on  numerous  committees  and  boards  throughout  the 
Baton  Rouge  area.  He  also  has  been  on  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  Southern  University  in  Scotlandville,  La. 

Music- for  the  service  was  provided  by  the  Sanctuary  Choir 
and  the  Family  Choir  under  the  direction  of  Mabel  Stateman, 
Albert  Pulley  Jr.  and  Delores  Murray. 

James  T.  Johnson  and  Elizabeth  B.  Woods  served  as  chair 
and  co-chair  for  the  Church  anniversary  and  with  the 
assistance  of  other  committee  members,  a  special  meal  was 
prepared. 

A  total  of  over  $6,000  was  raised  for  this  event. 
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Critical  look  at  ‘rumors’  can  save 
Christians  time  and  credibility 


The  “rumor  mill”  continues  to  grind 
out  unfounded  stories  involving  the 
church  or  church  people,  (see  UMR, 
April  23).  It  all  adds  up  to  an  unneces¬ 
sary,  expensive  use  of  time  and  energy 
by  many  persons,  and  a  negative 
reflection  on  our  faith. 

The  most  persistent  rumor  continues  to 
be  the  suggestion  that  Madalyn  Murray 
O’Hair  has  petitioned  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  to  remove 
all  religious  broadcasting  from  the 
airwaves.  As  the  FCC  has  said 
repeatedly,  and  as  we  have  reported 
repeatedly  over  a  period  of  several 
years,  no  such  thing  is  occurring.  Each 

We  must  all  seek 
out  ‘non-family 
household’  persons 

The  U.S.  Census  Bureau  has  given  us 
all  an  interesting  “peek"  at  who  we  are 
as  a  national  society,  based  on  a  sample 
of  thf  data  gathered  in  the  1980 
headcount. 

None  has  greater  significance  to 
Christians  than  the  finding  that  non¬ 
family  households  (persons  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives  only)  increased  72 
percent  during  the  1970s. 

A  tremendous  amount  of  loneliness  is 
indicated  in  those  figures.  From  elderly 
widows  or  widowers  who  have  little 
choice  but  to  live  alone,  to  the  co-called 
“swinging  singles”  who  choose  to  live 
alone  —  or  at  least  to  remain  unmarried 
—  there  is  still  a  gulf  of  solitude  in  these 
“nonfamily  households." 

Many  of  these  persons  have  a  church 
home.  Many  others  do  not.  We,  as 
Christians,  have  an  outreach  mandate  to 
them  all. 

The  Census  Bureau  survey  lays  on  all 
our  churches  the  renewed  obligation  to 
“know  our  own  neighbors”  —  to  identify 
and  reach  out  to  the  lonely  and  the  needy 
where  they  are.  They  are  apparently 
increasing  all  around  us.  We  need  to 
revise  and  expand  our  outreach 
ministries  accordingly. 


time  this  rumor  seems  to  have  run  its 
course,  it  resurfaces  with  a  vengeance. 
It  is  now  making  the  rounds  again. 
Please  stop  it! 

Then  there  is  the  rumor,  long  since 
disproven  but  still  coming  up 
occasionally,  that  a  Danish  film 
producer  plans  to  make  a  pornographic 
movie  called  “The  Sex  Life  of  Jesus.” 
That  idea  had  some  basis  a  decade  ago, 
but  worldwide  hostile  reaction  caused 
the  project  to  be  abandoned  long  ago. 

Finally,  there  is  the  rumor  that 
Congress  is  considering  a  “Church  Regu¬ 
lation  Bill.”  Sources  in  Congress  say 
there  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  any 
such  bill. 

We,  as  Christians,  have  a  moral 
responsibility  to  get  our  facts  straight 
before  firing  off  letters  or  telegrams  or 
phone  calls  in  protest  of  some  alleged 
threat  we  hear  about.  More  often  than 
not,  such  “threals”  have  no  basis  in  fact. 
Seldom  are  they  more  than  partially 
true.  Our  minimal  obligation  when  we 
hear  such  a  rumor  is  to  verify  its 
accuracy  before  spreading  it  to  others. 

There  are  numerous  information 
sources  available  for  testing  the 
accuracy  of  any  rumors  we  hear.  The 
most  direct  and  immediate  source  for 
United  Methodists  is  probably 
INFOSERV,  a  national  information- 
gathering  and  disseminating  system 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Communications.  INFOSERV’s  national 
toll-free  number  is  1-800-251-8140.  The 
staff  there  can  confirm  or  dispel  the  truth 
of  rumors  on  almost  any  subject,  or  refer 
the  inquirer  to  someone  else  who  can. 

If  you  are  confronted  with  the  need  to 
make  an  immediate  decision  regarding 
what  to  do  with  a  rumor  you  hear, 
particularly  hoary  ones  like  those  we’ve 
listed  above,  we  believe  the  best  policy 
for  Christians  is  to  ignore  it.  Each  time 
we  spread  rather  than  spike  an 
untruthful  rumor,  the  least  damaging 
effect  is  that  time  and  energy  are  wasted 
—  both  ours  and  those  to  whom  we  relate. 
Worse,  when  Christians  uncritically  pass 
on  untruthful  information,  we  undermine 
both  our  own  credibility  as  truth-tellers,  and 
the  credibility  of  the  faith  we  profess. 


My  Witness 

The  memory  of  ‘other  mother’  calls 
forth  praise  of  all  ‘special  persons’ 


By  GLEN  DOYLE 

Happy  Mother’s  Day ! 

I  would  like  to  remember,  on  this 
special  day,  all  of  those  special  persons 
who  make  life  better  through  their  loving 
care:  Those  persons  who  minister  to  us, 
in  restaurants,  schools,  hospitals, 
offices,  and  who  through  serving, 
teaching,  nursing,  counseling,  and/or 
other  services,  enhance  our  lives;  those 
persons  who  provide  the  mothering  and 
caring  that  each  of  us  crave  in  order  to 
survive,  grow,  and  feel  the  impact  of 
God’s  love. 

Related  to  this  I  would  like  to  tell  about 
one  special  person  symbolic,  perhaps,  of 
someone  in  your  life. 

Last  summer,  when  I  returned  to  my 
childhood  home  community  in  northern 
Wisconsin,  I  knew  that  I  would 
experience  several  losses.  My  best 
friend’s  mother,  Ella  Hanson,  had  died 
during  the  winter,  and  this  would  be  my 
first  visit  to  the  cottage  where  I  had 
shared  several  cups  of  coffee  with  her. 
Typical  of  the  hospitality  I  had  known, 
the  table  was  set  for  lunch  when  I 
arrived.  With  the  meal  we  shared  straw¬ 
berry  jam  from  a  jar  labeled,  “Canned 
by  Ella  —  1979.”  Later,  needing  some 
time  alone,  I  took  my  notebook  and  by 
the  shores  of  Wood  Lake  wrote  the 
following. 

“Dearest  Ella,  ‘other  mother’  of  mine. 
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“Here  I  am  sitting  on  the  grassy  bank, 
leading  to  the  shoreline.  The  sun  shines 
gently,  warming  my  quickly  browning 
shoulders.  The  wind  blowing  across  the 
hills  behind  me  weaves  its  way  through 
the  trees  creating  a  ‘shushing’  sound. 
The  rustling  leaves  are  causing  dancing 
shadows  on  the  green  grass,  and  as  the 
wind  makes  its  way  to  the  open  spaces  on 
the  lake  it  interrupts  the  glassy  stillness 
by  causing  ripples  to  extend  in  myriad 
angles  clear  across  the  lake.  I  can  see  the 
trees  on  the  distant  shore  sway  in 
response. 

“Then,  as  though  the  wind  senses  my 
listening,  it  stirs  the  leaves  again  in  the 
oak  tree  above  my  head,  and  through  a 
series  of  rising  crescendos  I  discern  the 
difference  of  sounds  between  the  dry, 
brown  leaves  and  the  moist,  green  ones.  I 
hear  the  subtle  shattering  of  dry  twigs  as 
they  break  and  fall  to  the  ground,  and 
they  seem  symbolic  of  your  death. 

“This  scene,  by  the  cottage,  we  have 
observed  many  times.  As  I  sit  here 
remembering  you,  the  tears  blur  my 
images  and  the  scenery  around  me 
acquires  an  other-dimensional  aspect. 

“You  seem  very  close  and  I  ache  with 
the  missing  of  you.  I  hear  the  Scandi¬ 
navian  part  of  you  say  “ya-ya"  as  though 
you  understand  my  pain,  and  I 
remember  your  comforting  remarks 
when  my  own  mother  died.  I  dislike 
crying,  and  yet  as  the  tears  run  down 
my  cheeks,  and  I  relinquish  my 
inhibitions  and  allow  myself  the  pain  of 
sobbing,  only  then  do  I  feel  the  release 
from  the  terrible  aching  in  my  throat, 
and  as  the  wind  blows  dry  the  wetness 
from  my  face,  I  find  myself  smiling  with 
memories  of  you  — 

Memories  of  your  home  when,  as  a 
seventh  grader,  I  would  enter  to 
Kitchen  smells  of  coffee, 

Cheese, 

Fresh-baked  bread, 

And  Ivory  soap. 

Memories  of  the  skills  you  taught  me  — 
To  clean, 

To  sew, 
to  iron 

And  how  to  braid  hair. 

Memories  of  how  you  acted 
With  patience, 

With  love, 

With  concern, 

And  with  deep  reverence  for  God. 
Thank  you  for  the  gifts  — 

Sharing  your  home, 

Your  life, 

Your  love, 

“And,  most  of  all,  thank  you  for 
teaching  me  that  everyone  needs  another 
person  to  fill  the  gaps  of  mothering. 

“And  because  of  this,  I  also  thank  all  of 
those  special  persons  who  have  been 
‘other  mothers'  to  my  children  and  all 
the  children  of  the  world.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share  meaning¬ 
ful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This 
week's  contributor  is  Glen  Lucille 
Caspers  Doyle,  a  member  of  Calvary 
UMC  in  San  Jose,  California  (California- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  "My 
Witness,"  UMR.  P  O  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Texas  75222. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  JACK  V.  DONOGHUE 
Many  Christians  are  prone  to  shy  away 
from  a  substantial  portion  of  the  rich 
heritage  left  them  by  Christ,  I  believe.  I 
have  in  mind  Christianity  “across  the 
centuries,”  mainly  since  the  time  that  St. 
Paul  completed  his  first  great 
missionary  journey.  ( 

Admittedly  there  have  been  many 
deplorable  instances  of  intolerance  and 
corruption  since  then  —  a  fact  which 
some  historians  and  other  critics  tend  to 
stress,  not  taking  into  account  the  fact 
that  wayward  human  beings  were 
responsible  rather  than  Christ’s 
precepts.  Therefore  it  is  no  wonder  that 
numerous  Christians  have  been  confused 
and  even  shamed  when  delving  into  the 
cluttered  story  of  their  faith. 

Nevertheless,  we  should  recognize  the 
uniqueness  and  enduring  strength  of 
Christianity.  Our  faith  has  developed  and 
spread  across  most  of  the  earth,  against 
tremendous  odds,  and  at  a  high  cost  to 
many  of  those  who  passed  it  along  to  us. 
Further,  the  advancement  of  human 
freedom  should  be  considered  in 
assessing  the  contribution  of  our  religion 
to  civilization,  as  Paul  Johnson  stressed 
in  his  “History  of  Christianity.”  He  said 
that  the  ideal  of  universal  human  free¬ 
dom  arose  ultimately  through  Christianity. 


Another  prominent  religious  historian, 
Kenneth  Latourette  of  Yale  University, 
calls  attention  to  the  great  literature,  art, 
and  music  that  the  Christian  faith  has 
inspired,  along  with  its  epochal  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  advancement  of  human 
knowledge.  In  his  very  readable  little 
book  entitled  “Christianity  Through  the 
Ages,”  Dr.  Latourette  also  paid  tribute  to 
the  countless  thousands  of  Christians, 
most  of  them  humble  and  obscure,  who 
have  given  themselves  completely  to 
caring  for  the  sick  and  destitute. 

Remarkable  accomplishments 

As  I  see  it,  some  of  the  most 
remarkable  accomplishments  of  our 
religion  are  scarcely  known  today.  For 
example,  I  suspect  that  some  surprises 
would  be  in  store  for  many  otherwise 
well-educated  people  if  they  were  to 
learn  that  the  early  Christians  —  a  meek, 
persecuted  minority  in  the  main  —  came 
to  dominate  the  Roman  Empire;  that 
they  preserved  civilization  to  a  large 
extent  when  that  Empire  declined  and 
eventually  collapsed;  and  that  the 
Christian  church  gradually  converted 
and  eventually  civilized  hords  of  militant 
barbarians  who  swarmed  into  Western 
Europe  from  the  direction  of  Scan¬ 
dinavia  and  from  Asia.  It  was  a  miracle 


Responsible  armaments  defeat  purpose 
when  pushed  to  the  present  extremes 


To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  your  excellent  edi¬ 
torial  pointing  out  that  additional  nuclear 
weapons  now  would  leave  us  less  secure 
rather  than  more  secure  (UMR,  April  9). 

Further  military  production  intensifies 
the  arms  race,  which  increases  fear, 
suspicion,  and  the  likelihood  of  war.  As 
weapons  become  more  devastating  they 
lose  their  deterring  power,  since  retalia¬ 
tion  becomes  less  credible.  The  tempta¬ 
tion  to  strike  first  becomes  even  greater, 
greater. 

Instead  of  using  human  skills  and 
natural  resources  for  relieving  wide¬ 
spread  hungers  of  body  and  spirit,  we 
waste  God’s  gifts  in  instruments  of 
destruction.  Is  this  what  God  intended  for 
the  creation  entrusted  to  us? 

Luke  14:  16-24  reminds  us  that  even 
wholesome  activities  ( like  spending  time 
with  one’s  spouse),  when  carried  to 
excess,  exclude  us  from  the  feast  of  the 
Kingdom.  Medicine  in  prescribed  doses 
can  cure.  Too  big  a  dose  becomes  poison. 
Food  is  good  to  the  point  that  it  causes 
obesity  and  earlier  death.  Even  respon¬ 
sible  armament  defeats  its  purpose  when 
pushed  to  our  present  extremes.  We 
would  be  more  secure  with  a  foreign 
policy  which  made  arms  reduction  more 
likely,  beginning  immediately  with 
seeking  a  verifiable  treaty  with  the 
Soviet  Union  banning  all  additional 
development  of  nuclear  weapons. 

Harvey  Seifert 
Claremont,  California 

Mr.  Benson,  editorial 
ignore  U.S.S.R.’s  buildup 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  April  9  issue  contained  two  “Here 
I  Stand"  articles  and  a  lead  editorial  con¬ 
cerning  nuclear  arms.  Ted  Benson’s 
article  and  the  editorial  both  ignore  the 
U.S.S.R.’s  mammoth  arms  buildup  over 
the  past  several  years  during  which  the 
U.S.  slept,  but  now  deplore  U.S.  attempts 
to  regain  parity. 

They  also  ignore  President  Reagan’s 
proposal  for  a  reduction  of  nuclear  arms 
in  Europe,  which  the  Soviets  (who  are  far 
ahead)  predictably  rejected.  And  they 
apparently  do  not  see  any  difference 
between  the  aggressive  Soviet  state,  with 
announced  intentions  to  dominate  the 
world,  and  the  United  States  whose  aims 
are  obviously  defensive  in  nature. 

Thomas  Reavley’s  article  is  much 
more  logical.  His  last  paragraph  is  so 
cogent  that  it  bears  repeating:  “If  local 
folks  cannot  face  this  issue  without 
raising  barriers  to  America’s  best  efforts 
at  deterrence  and  arms  control,  if  we 
cannot  face  it  without  advocating  a 
course  that  would  surrender  human 
values  and  the  future  welfare  of  the 
human  race  to  the  sensitivities  and 
objectives  of  the  men  in  the  Kremlin, 
then  it  would  be  far  better  if  those  locals 
would  just  sit  quiet  and  face  elsewhere." 
Play  H.  Smith 
Anderson,  South  Carolina 

A  ‘freeze’  is  imperative 

To  the  Editor:  , 

Thank  you  for  your  April  9  editorial 
headlined  “Nuclear  arms  race 
unwinnable  ...”  Indeed  “enough  is 
enough”  and  a  FREEZE  is  imperative, 
followed  by  bilateral  real  diminishing  of 
the  world’s  horrendous  nuclear  arms 
stockpile. 

No  wonder  the  United  Methodist 
Department  of  Peace  and  World  Order  is 
urging  all  of  us  to  sign,  get  others  to  sign, 
and  send  to  their  office  at  777  UN  Plaza, 
New  York  City,  NY  10017  the  following 
World  Disarmament  Campaign  Petition, 
addressed  “To  all  Governments  and  to 
the  United  Nations  General  Assembly 
Special  Session  on  Disarmaments,  1982: 

WE.  the  Peoples  of  the  World, 
demand : 

(1)  The  abolition  of  nuclear  weapons 
and  all  weapons  of  mass  destruction 

(2)  The  abolition,  by  agreed  stages,  of 
conventional  arms,  leading  to 

(3)  General  and  complete  disarmament 

(4)  Transference  of  military  expen¬ 
diture  to  end  world  poverty" 

It  seems  to  me  the  Reporter  might  well 
carry  this  petition  with  the  urging  that 
United  Methodists  everywhere  comply 
with  this  request  of  our  Department  of 


Peace  and  World  Order  on  behalf  of 
human  beings  throughout  the  world. 

I  hope  you  will  receive  immense  and 
widespread  commendation  for  your 
editorial  from  every  section  of  our 
church.  We  cannot  afford  to  neglect  other 
issues,  yet  all  others  pale  in  importance 
before  this  crucial  danger  to  the  U.S., 
and  to  humankind,  and  to  the  earth  itself. 

Margaret  St.  Amant 
Baker,  Louisiana 

Scriptures  do  not  teach 
surrender,  defenselessness 

To  the  Editor: 

You  had  two  good  editorials  going  for 
disarmament  and  pacifism  in  your  April 
9  issue  until  you  mentioned  the  “tomes  of 
history”  and  the  “clear  message  of 
Scripture.”  What  Scripture? 

Not  Joshua  6:21  where  the  Lord 
permitted  the  total  destruction  of 
Jericho.  Not  Nehemiah  4:14  which  com¬ 
mands  defense  of  families  and  homes. 
Not  Ecclesiastes  3:  8  calling  for  a  time  of 
peace  and  a  time  of  war.  Not  1  Samuel  27 
describing  David’s  battles  against  the 
enemies  of  Israel.  Not  Deuteronomy  20: 
1-4,  10-14  including  Moses’s  battle  plans 
for  the  Israelites.  Not  even  Isaiah’s 
vision  of  the  last  days  with  Christ  ruling 
the  earth.  Indeed,  not  the  Old  Testament 
which,  among  other  things,  is  a  history  of 
the  wars  of  the  Jews. 

As  for  the  New  Testament:  Not 
Matthew  26:  52  when  Jesus  told  Peter  to 
put  away  his  sword  —  not  stop  wearing 
it!  This  was  just  not  the  time  for  a  sword 
(Jesus’  arrest).  Not  Romans  13:4  where 
Paul  taught  about  soldiers.  Not  Acts  5:  29 
about  “obey(ing)  God  rather  than  men" 
which  is  not  relevant  to  national  defense. 
Not  even  Matthew  5:  9,  “Blessed  are  the' 
peacemakers”  because  Jesus  taught 
person-to-person  peace  —  the  only  way  to 
assure  peace  among  nations.  Indeed, 
Jesus  was  the  world’s  greatest  peace¬ 
maker,  also  the  most  divisive,  fighting 
evil,  and  dying  crucified. 

Many  Scriptural  passages  imply 
“wars  and  rumors  of  wars”  but  none 
teach  surrender  and  defenselessness. 
U.S.  intelligence  confirms  the  massive 
Soviet  weapons  superiority  and  the  co- 
munist  mania  for  world  domination.  The 
“tomes  of  history”  prove  that  only 
strength  deters  war.  Christians  need 
faith  to  accept  this  and  courage  to  meet 
mortal  peril.  How  else  shall  we  avoid 
Bertrand  Russell’s  solution:-  Better  Red 
than  dead?  G.  Russell  Evans 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

Editorial  is  ‘Right  011’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  and  appreciation 
your  editorial  in  the  Reporter’s  April  9 
issue  about  nuclear  arms  race.  I  agree 
with  your  position  and  say,  “Right  on.” 

I  am  delighted  that  church  journalists 
are  taking  initiatives  in  stimulating  this 
debate.  I  note  that  recently  Secretary  of 
State  Haig  indicated  that  our  nation’s 
government  is  not  reluctant  to  consider  a 
preemptive  nuclear  initiative,  which  is 
the  most  frightening  development  I  have 
heard  in  some  time. 

F.  Thomas  Trotter 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Letter,  poem  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  wanted  for  six  months  (since' 
joining  First  United  Methodist  Church 
here  in  Salt  Lake)  to  write  to  you  to  say 
how  much  I  admire  and  enjoy  reading 
your  newspaper. 

The  letter  from  Max  McQueen  in  the 
April  9  issue  praising  "Chariots  of  Fire” 
gives  me  the  incentive  to  write.  My  chil¬ 
dren  took  me  to  see  that  movie  on  Easter 
Sunday  afternoon.  It  was  so  moving,  so 
beautifully  made,  I  felt  it  wa  a  lovely 
accompaniment  to  the  Easter  story. 

The  poem  entitled  “Is  it  I?”  was 
another  item  in  the  April  9  issue  which 
gives  me  thought  to  consider. 

Agnes  Van  Auken 
Salt  Lake  City ’Utah 
Children’s  sermons  affirmed 
To  the  Editor: 

We  have  a  very  fine  new  minister  that  I 
want  to  commend  for  beginning  a 


practice  of  calling  the  children  up  and 
sitting  down  with  them,  and  giving  them 
a  wonderful  children’s  sermon  during 
our  worship  service. 

I  know  what  that  can  mean  to  these 
children  because  when  I  was  a  little  child 
there  was  no  church  where  I  lived,  out  in 
the  “boondocks.”  So  our  mothers  and 
older  sisters,  with  the  men’s  help, 
organized  a  Sunday  School  in  our  school 
house,  where  we  could  walk  that  far. 
They  gave  us  Sunday  School  cards  with 
beautiful  colored  pictures  on  them. 

And  I  still  remember  the  teachings 
from  the  Bible  they  taught  us,  and  those 
beautiful  cards.  I  was  not  born  in  this 
century,  so  I  know  this  program  will  go 
through  life  with  these  children.  So  I’m 
for  our  minister. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Shafer 
Prairie  Grove,  Arkansas 

Campbell  Soup 
Company  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  seldom  write  letters  to  editors,  but 
thought  I  should  regarding  the  article 
headlined  “Tomato  wedge:  Call  for  boy¬ 
cott  to  aid  Ohio  tomato  pickers  drives 
wedge  between  UMs  with  different 
perspectives”  (UMR,  March  19). 

For  11  years  I  developed  a  ministry  in 
the  inner  city  of  Camden,  New  Jersey.  I 
worked  with  people  at  Campbell  from 
the  president  to  foreman  and  workers. 

The  Campbell  Soup  Company  was  our 
most  helpful  and  consistent  supporter  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  poor  in  Camden. 
They  were  concerned,  effective  and 
generous. 

It  is  clear  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  boycott  issue.  Certainly  it 
is  a  struggle  between  the  interest  of  dif¬ 
ferent  parties.  I  believe  it  would  be  an 
error  as  well  as  “unchristian”  to  portray 
Campbell  as  an  uncaring  corporation. 

v  Stanley  Menking 

Madison,  New  Jersey 

UMR  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorials  are  excellent.  Since  I 
consider  myself  a  liberal,  I  do  get  weary 
of  your  printing  articles  and  letters 
“supporting"  Good  News,  the  Moral 
Majority,  Reaganomics  and  the 
fundamentalist  groups  in  general.  I 
guess  you  can’t  help  it.  Any  word  from 
Bishop  Armstrong  helps  a  lot. 

Theta  D.  Wittman 
San  Diego,  California 


Jack  Donoghue 

in  itself,  I  think,  that  our  faith  survived 
the  strife  and  chaos  of  that  period! 

.  Many  persons  have  paid  dearly  for  the 
advancement  of  our  faith.  Will  Durant,  in 
his  notable  book  “Caesar  and  Christ,” 
illustrated  the  point  by  mentioning  that 
under  the  Emperor  Diocletian  about  1,500 
Christians  died  from  Roman  persecu¬ 
tions  and  that  many  others  suffered 
torture. 

Those  who  clung  to  their  faith  and 
suffered  under  Diocletian  and  other 
Roman  emperors  were  mostly  pbscure 
people  whose  lives  passed  unrecorded.  A 
few,  however,  won  renown  for  defending 
the  truth  of  their ,  religion  by  forceful 
preaching  or  writing,  while  contending 
with  barbarian  invaders  and  a  rash  of 
dissident  sects  which  threatened  to 
disintegrate  the  church  from  within. 
Augustine,  the  Bishop  of  Hippo  in  the 
fourth  and  early  fifth  centuries,  was 
probably  the  greatest  of  those 
theologians  and  scholars,  writing  such 
masterpieces  as  “The  City  of  God”  and 
“Confessions.” 

A  light  for  the  Dark  Ages 

After  the  period  of  Augustine,  Europe 
moved  into  the  Dark  Ages  when 
supposedly  the  light  of  Greek  and  Roman 
civilization  was  extinguished.  Never¬ 
theless  there  were  some  surprising 
achievements  for  Christianity  in  that 
era ;  monks  in  their  monasteries  restored 
a  large  portion  of  the  classical  and 
religious  legacy  by  collecting,  trans¬ 
lating,  and  copying  countless  old 
manuscripts;  and  many  friars  went  out¬ 
side  their  monasteries  to  instruct  and 
participate  in  the  conversion  of 
barbarian  invaders.  Ultimately  those 
barbarians  repaid  a  part  of  their  debt  to 
Christianity  when  one  of  their 
descendents,  Charles  Martel,  led  an 
army  that  broke  the  fearsome  advance  of 
Moslem  warriors  intent  on  conquering 
Europe  through  France. 

The  church  survived  one  crisis  after 
another  through  the  Middle  Ages  and 
well  into  the  Renaissance  until  finally,  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  the  hurricane  of 
the  Protestant  Reformation  engulfed  it 
and  tore  it  apart.  What  happened  at  that 
time  is  graphically  described  by  Charles 
Mee  in  his  biography  of  Erasmus,  the 
most  renowned  theologian  and  scholar  of 
his  time.  Erasmus  encouraged  the  move¬ 
ment  towards  the  Reformation  to  an 
extent,  especially  when  he  wrote  “In 
Praise  of  Folly,”  satirizing  abuses  within 
the  church.  Later,  however,  he  worried 
about  the  consequences  of  a  church  ' 
upheaval  and  tried  to  mediate  th$r 
argument  in  opposition  to  Martin  Lutherj- 
■  ‘i  -  * 

Worthy  of  attention  today 

I  believe  there  is  reason  to  conclude 
that  Martin  Luther  and  Erasmus  are 
worthy  of  our  attention  today,  along  with 
such  stalwart  Christian  figures  as 
Augustine,  Francis  of  Assisi,  and  John 
Wesley.  They  are  but  a  few  among  many 
»y  figures  in  that  chain  of  events  which  , 
was  set  in  motion  when  Jesus  Christ 
established  His  earthly  church.  I  believd^ 
a  study  commencing  with  these  Christian’ 
forebears  would  help  us  to  know  and  ' 
better  appreciate  our  religious  heritage 
since  Paul. 

Despite  our  disagreements,  Christians  , 
generally  have  more  in  common  than  we'' 
realize,  I  think.  Aware  of  Christ’s*' 
teachings  and  promises,  most  of  us  hold' 
in  common  a  belief  in  the  forgiveness  of'" 
sins,  concern  for  others,  and  a 
resurrection. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  , 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their*, 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issue?-., 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contri -.v 
butor,  Jack  V.  Donoghue,  is  a  member  of  s 
St.  Luke's  UMC  in  Houston,  Texaq-r 
(Texas  Conference).  v. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for.v 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-". , 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  tQ\- 
"Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076,.,j 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


LET’S  HAVE  LUNCH 

Many  children  in  Latin  America  never  hear  the  words  vamos  a  almorzar 
(let’s  have  lunch)  because  all  too  often  there  is  no  food  to  offer  them.  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR),  through  a  network  of 
denominational  and  ecumenical  channels,  provides  pure  water,  balanced 
diets  and  many  other  services.  Because  many  children  have  been  up¬ 
rooted  from  their  homes,  assistance  with  clothing  and  school  fees  are 
needed,  too.  Special  care  for  children  in  Latin  America  is 
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Bishops  endorse  nuclear  freeze,  exhibit  new  style 


Pastoral  Letter 

to  A  People  Called  United  Methodist 


One  issue  transcends  all  others  as 
we  look  into  the  uncertain  future.  It  is 
the  issue  of  human  survival.  That 

•  which  God  created  is  now  threatened 
with  extinction.  The  theme  of  the 
oneness  of  creation  moves  as  a 
demanding  strand  through  Holy 

•  Scripture  from  the  Genesis  story  to 
the  fashioning  of  a  “new  heaven  and  a 
new  earth,”  in  the  Revelation  of  St. 
John.  We  need  to  remind  ourselves,  in 
such  an  hour,  that  God  was  in  Christ 
reconciling  (II  Cor.  5:19);  that  Christ 
has,  through  his  cross,  broken  down 
the  dividing  walls  of  hostility  in  this 
world  to  become  our  peace  (Eph. 
2:14);  and  that,  in  his  spirit  and 
strength,  we  are  called  to  be  agents, 
messengers  of  reconciliation  (II  Cor. 
5:19). 

In  1945  two  atomic  bombs  initiated 
our  current  nightmarish  dilemma. 
Today  there  are  50,000  nuclear 
weapons  deployed  or  stockpiled. 
Thousands  of  these  weapons  have 
more  than  50  times  the  lethal  power  of 
the  bombs  dropped  on  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki.  Even  arguments  concern¬ 
ing  parity  have  become  irrelevant 
•because  of  the  frightening  overkill 
capacities  of  both  the  United  States 
•and  the  Soviet  Union. 

With  military  budgets  skyrocketing 
and  Cold  War  rhetoric  escalating,  the 
possibility  of  a  nuclear  holocaust 
.  becomes  more  and  more  real.  The 
people  of  the  world,  both  East  and 
West,  are  awakening  to  the  fact  that 
we  are  on  the  verge  of  blowing 
-  ourselves  up.  The  leaders  of  the 
superpowers,  with  the  push  of  a 
button,  could  provide  a  “final 
solution”  to  the  human  story. 
Hundreds  of  millions  of  people  would 
.  be  burned  to  death  or  blown  away  or 
reduced  to  sub-human  levels  of 
existence.  Networks  of  transportation 
.  and  communication  would  be 
.  destroyed.  The  fabric  of  the  social 
.  order  would  be  torn  and  communica¬ 
tion  would  be  destroyed.  The  fabric 
.  of  the  social  order  would  be  torn  to 
;  shreds.  Life  as  we  know  it  would  cease 
to  exist.  It  would  be  “annihilation 
without  representation.” 


Because  the  threat  of  nuclear 
destruction  looms  ever  larger  and  is 
qualitatively  different  from  any  other 
challenge  confronting  the  human 
family,  the  Council  of  Bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  endorses  the 
Joint  Resolution  on  Nuclear  Freeze 
and  Arms  Reduction,  now  sponsored 
by  more  than  190  U.S.  Senators  and 
members  of  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives.  Governments  must  stop  manu¬ 
facturing  nuclear  weapons.  Deployed 
weapons  must  be  removed.  Stockpiles 
must  be  reduced  and  dismantled. 
Verification  procedures  must  be 
agreed  upon.  Eventual  nuclear  disar¬ 
mament  is  necessary  if  the  human 
race,  as  we  know  it,  is  to  survive. 

The  Nuclear  Freeze  Resolution  does 
not  call  for  unilateral  disarmament. 
Rather,  it  calls  upon  both  the  USSR 
and  the  USA  to  halt  the  manufacture 
of  nuclear  weapons,  reduce  current 
supplies  of  nuclear  arms  and  agree 
upon  adequate  verification  procedures. 
Realizing  that  the  superpowers  do  not 
trust  one  another,  the  serious  negotia¬ 
tions  called  for  should  be  based  on 
mutual  self-interest  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  a  global  future. 

Your  Council  of  Bishops  calls  upon 
every  United  Methodist  to  pray  for 
and  work  for  peace  with  justice  and 
freedom.  Let  your  voice  be  heard  in 
your  own  community.  Let  your 
convictions  be  shared  with  your  state 
and  national  lawmakers.  Write  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  We 
urge  United  Methodists  outside  the 
United  States  to  work  in  their  own 
communities  and  with  their  leaders 
and  governments,  as  we  join  together 
in  seeking  an  end  to  the  arms  race. 

We  must  reverse  the  madness  of  our 
present  course  for  the  sake  of  your 
children,  grandchildren  and  genera¬ 
tions  yet  unborn. 

Many  years  ago,  in  a  radio 
broadcast  from  Oslo,  Noway,  Albert 
Schweitzer,  paraphrasing  our  Lord, 
said,  “Those  who  live  by  the  bomb 
will  perish  by  the  bomb.”  May  God 
spare  this  planet  such  a  fate  by 
empowering  and  using  each  of  us. 
God’s  Kingdom  Come.  God’s  Will  be 
done  — on  earth. 


April  29,  1982 


— Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
UMR  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  gathered 
at  this  church-owned  assembly  in  the 
Smoky  Mountains  last  week  and  made  a 
number  of  specific  decisions,  including 
the  issuance  of  a  Pastoral  Letter  to  the 
denomination’s  membership  concerning 
the  nuclear  arms  race  and  the  proposed 
Nuclear  Freeze  resolution  now  before  the 
U.S.  Congress  (see  complete  text 
elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Of  more  likely  long-term  significance 
to  the  church  than  any  specific  action, 
however,  were  numerous  concrete 
evidences  that  the  bishops  are  beginning 
to  exert  the  type  of  corporate  leadership 
expected  of  them  as  United  Methodism’s 
“general  superintendents." 

This  marks  a  significant  shift  from  the 
pattern  of  recent  years  when  individual 
bishops  have  exercised  great  influence  in 
the  conferences  over  which  they  preside, 
but  less  and  less  influence  as  a  corporate 
body  over  the  “spiritual  and  temporal 
affairs  of  the  church,”  which  they  are 
charged  by  church  law  to  oversee. 

This  shift  from  a  largely  passive, 
ceremonial  and  reactive  role  to  an  active 
role  —  which,  nevertheless,  carefully 
avoids  infringement  on  the  decision¬ 
making  responsibilities  of  other  general 
church  agencies  —  has  been  evolving  for 
several  years.  That  process  has  esca¬ 
lated  dramatically  since  passage  of  a 
resolution  at  the  bishop’s  fall,  1980 
meeting,  which  noted  that  the  church  is 
expecting  the  bishops  to  exert  greater  in¬ 
fluence  on  issues  and  the  general  direction 
of  church  life. 

Dramatic  leadership  shown 

The  most  dramatic  example  of  the 
bishops’  newly-emerging  corporate 
leadership  style  came  in  response  to  a 
brief  report  toward  the  end  of  the  4-day 
meeting  by  Bishop  Frederick  Wertz  of 
the  Washington,  D.C.  area  regarding  the 
progress  to  date  of  a  special  study  com¬ 
mission  on  the  ministry.  That  report, 
while  far  from  complete,  was  presented 
in  diagram  form,  and  it  reflected  inclina¬ 
tions  in  several  directions,  including  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  separate  order  of  ministry  for 
lay  professionals  called  a  “permanent 
diaconate.” 

Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa  arose  and  registered  profound 
dismay  that  “on  this,  of  all  issues”  the 
bishops  should  receive  a  report  so  late 
and  with  so  little  time  and  opportunity  to 
provide  input  into  it.  He  then  raised  a 


UM  women  still  4on  frontier’ 

New  world  culture  cheered  by  assembly  of  10,000 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

PHILADELPHIA  —  More  than  10,000 
women  —  the  largest  gathering  ever  of 
United  Methodist  Women  —  repeatedly 
were  challenged  here  last  weekend  on 
several  issues  to  continue  the 
organization’s  century-old  tradition  of 
“moving  into  frontiers  before  they  are 
socially  acceptable.” 

And  the  women  responded  enthusias¬ 
tically  as  various  speakers  predicted 
and  called  for  radical  changes  in  the 
world’s  political,  social  and  economic 
systems. 

“A  lot  of  us  don’t  agree  on  every 
issue,”  the  chief  executive  of  the  UMC’s 
Women’s  Division,  Theressa  Hoover, 
told  the  Reporter.  “But  for  more 
than  a  century,  United  Methodist  women 
have  moved  into  frontiers  before  they 
were  socially  accepted  —  like  our  women 
going  overseas  as  missionaries.  We  are 
and  have  always  worked  to  educate  our 
constituents  to  the  issues.  So  whether  we 
agree  or  not,  we  hang  together  because 
we  are  informed  and  concerned  about  the 
world  as  it  affects  the  church  and  God’s 
people.” 


Every  four  years,  members  of  United 
Methodist  Women  units  around  the  world 
are  invited  to  a  giant  assembly  where 
they  are  offered  an  education  on  a 
number  of  issues  from  a  long  list  of 
speakers.  This  year’s  theme  was  “Christ 
Our  Hope;  the  Journey  Our  Life.” 

The  keynote  speaker  here  received  a 
standing  ovation  last  weekend  when  she 
pled  for  women  everywhere  to  throw  off 
the  cold,  data-conscious  patriarchal 
economics  of  “profit  and  funny  money” 
and  to  take  up  the  battle  for  “the  survival 
of  our  sons  and  daughters.” 

Hazel  Henderson,  a  noted  futurist,  told 
them  that  the  political  and  economic 
systems  in  the  world  which  have 
traditionally  operated  on  the  idea  that 
“money  is  power”  are  a  dying  breed. 

‘Planetary  culture*  forecast 

The  economic  systems  of  “bankrupt 
industrial  societies”  and  outdated  East- 
West  rivalry  are  giving  way  to  a  new 
planetary  culture  of  sharing  and 
interdependence,  said  Dr.  Henderson,  a 
British-born  author-lecturer  now  living 
in  Florida. 

Women,  “concerned  with  the  future  of 
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our  children  and  of  this  Creation,”  are 
piloting  the  emergence  of  the  new  culture 
through  their  active  participation  in 
politics,  the  world  peace  movement  and 
coalitions  of  love  such  as  the  United 
Methodist  Women,  she  said. 

She  said  the  emerging  future  will  see  a 
country’s  worth  measured  not  by  GNP  — 
the  Gross  National  Product  —  but  by  the 
BHN  -  Basic  Human  Needs.  “The  BHN 
will  not  measure  wealth  for  a  few  as 
created  by  financial  manipulation,  but 
what  the  economy  of  a  country  does  to 
provide  health,  food,  and  the  basic 
human  needs  for  its  people,”  Dr. 
Henderson  said. 

She  received  another  standing  ovation. 

The  women  weren’t  merely  lectured. 
Prayer  meetings  were  offered  every  half- 
hour  in  the  chapel,  and  fellowship  hours, 
film  presentations  and  visits  with 
missionaries  were  scheduled  between 
plenaries  and  workshops. 

The  assemblies  are  not  legislative 
sessions.  No  votes  are  taken. 

Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews  of  United 
Methodism’s  Wisconsin  Area,  told  the 
crowd  opening  night  that  the  women  of 
1982  are  called  to  a  different  kind  of 
mission  than  were  their  foremothers  a 
century  ago.  But  the  needs  of  God’s 
world  are  no  less  urgent  than  they  were 
earlier,  she  said. 

“God  is  hearing  the  cries  of  the 
hungry,  homeless  and  oppressed  each 
day,”  said  Bishop  Matthews,  believed  to 
be  the  first  woman  bishop  in 
Christendom.  “And  each  day  one  of  us  is 
called  by  God  to  lead  people  out  of  the 
wilderness.” 


series  of  pointed  questions  such  as  “who 
is  demanding  that  we  create  another 
ministerial  order  when  we  still  have  not 
led  our  people  to  an  adequate  under¬ 
standing  of  the  ministry  of  all  Chris¬ 
tians?”  and  “don’t  we  already  have 
enough  clericalism  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church? 

“As  the  general  superintendents  of  the 
church,  we  ought  to  be  devoting  major 
agenda  time  to  the  consideration  of  this 
and  other  issues  so  basic  to  the  church's 
ministry,”  Bishop  Clymer  continued, 
“and  we  should  be  able  to  do  so  before 
the  special  study  committee  begins  to 
nail  down  its  proposals.” 

As  a  result,  the  remaining  meeting 
time  was  rearranged  to  provide  for  a 
one-hour  discussion  of  the  report,  led  by 
Bishop  Wertz,  who  is  one  of  two  bishops 
on  the  study  committee,  and  who 
indicated  his  own  discomfort  with  some 
directions  in  which  the  report  appears  to 
be  moving. 


As  that  added  discussion  period  moved 
toward  overtime  with  many  more 
questions  still  pending,  it  was  suggested 
that  perhaps  individual  bishops  should 
send  their  input  to  the  study  committee 
for  consideration.  Bishop  Edward  L. 
Tullis  of  Nashville  arose  immediately 
and  said:  “We  should  not  be  limited  to 
individual  expressions.  We  need  to  offer 
a  corporate  response  with  our  input 
before  this  report  moves  on  to  being 
solidified.  Otherwise,  we  will  find 
ourselves  once  again  reacting  after-the- 
fact,  rather  than  while  there  is  still  time 
to  exercise  the  corporate  leadership  the 
church  expects  of  us.” 

Soon  thereafter,  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  Executive  Committee  was 
asked  to  meet  and  consider  how  to 
proceed,  including  the  possibility  of  a 
special  meeting  of  the  council  prior  to 
September,  when  the  study  committee 
next  meets.  Yet  another  special  business 
session  was  added  just  prior  to  the 


Investigation  of  bishop 
to  convene  on  May  20 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  -  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell,  president  of  United  Methodism’s 
Western  Jurisdiction  College  of  Bishops, 
will  convene  a  Committee  on  In¬ 
vestigation  here  May  20  to  look  into 
accusations  made  against  Bishop  Melvin 
E.  Wheatley  Jr.  by  several  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  Georgia  and  Colorado. 

The  accusations  grow  out  of  Bishop 
Wheatley’s  appointment  of  a  self- 
identified  homosexual  minister.  He  has 
defended  his  actions  in  at  least  two 
letters  subsequently  made  public. 

Recently,  30  members  of  the  Denver 
church  to  which  he  appointed  the  Rev. 
Julian  Rush  have  issued  their  own  public 
letter  “applauding  Bishop  Wheatley  for 
his  courage.” 

Because  the  1980  jurisdictional 
conference  inadvertently  neglected  to 
elect  a  Committee  on  Investigation,  the 
College  of  Bishops  —  with  Bishop 
Wheatley  disqualifying  himself  from 
participation  —  chose  to  name  the 
committee  from  the  already  duly-elected 
Appeals  Committee  of  the  jurisdiction. 

Bishop  Tuell  said  this  was  done  “on  the 
ground  that  this  is  an  elected  body  .  .  . 
with  judicial  functions  similar  in  nature 
to  those  of  a  committee  on  investiga¬ 
tion.” 


Committee  members  are  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Ritchey  of  Des  Moines, 
Wash.,  chairperson;  the  Rev.  Allen  J. 
Adams  Jr.  of  Great  Falls,  Mont.;  the 
Rev.  James  Buffington  of  Anchorage, 
Alaska;  the  Rev.  James  Lawson  of  Los 
Angeles;  the  Rev.  Harvey  Potthoff  of 
Denver;  the  Rev.  Barbara  Troxell  of  San 
Francisco,  and  the  Rev.  Tom  Whitehead 
of  Salem,  Ore. 

All  five  active  bishops  in  the 
jurisdiction  were  among  those  addressed 
in  the  April  21  letter  from  30  members  of 
St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Denver,  supporting 
Bishop  Wheatley. 

The  letter  identifies  St.  Paul’s  as 
“located  in  the  heart  of  Denver’s  Capitol 
Hill,  home  to  many  single  persons: 
theelderly,  divorced,  widowed,  single  by 
choice,  and  gays.” 

The  letter  signers  said  they  have  spent 
weeks  studying  the  book,  “Christianity, 
Social  Tolerance  and  Homosexuality," 
by  John  Boswell,  and  scriptural  passages 
which  deal  with  homosexual  behavior. 

“The  results  of  our  study,”  the  St. 
Paul’s  members  say,  “are  in  essence 
that  it  is  not  at  all  ‘clear’  that  the  Bible  in 
any  way  deals  with  persons  of  a  same- 
sex  orientation— either  positively  or  neg¬ 
atively  ...  We  belive  that  one’s  sexual 
orientation  has  little  or  nothing  to  do  with 
one’s  ability  to  be  in  ministry  .  .  .” 


closing  communion  service  to  consider 
that  recommendation.  From  it  came  the 
appointment  of  a  special  committee  of 
seven  bishops  who  will  meet  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops  executive  committee 
to  develop  corporate  suggestions  prior  to 
September. 

This  was  but  the  most  dramatic  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  bishops’  determination  to 
provide  the  church  with  stronger  epis¬ 
copal  leadership.  The  Pastoral  Letter 
addressed  from  the  bishops  to  “A  People 
Called  United  Methodist”  was  another. 

Touchy  questions  raised 

Still  another  evidence  is  a  new  willing¬ 
ness  on  the  part  of  the  bishops  to  raise 
potentially  touchy  questions  in  open  ses¬ 
sion,  which  would  have  been  unthinkable 
in  the  past.  For  example.  Bishop  Monk 
Bryan  of  Lincoln,  Neb.  arose  to  ask  how 
some  bishops  happen  to  receive  invita¬ 
tions  to  sign  petitions  from  time  to  time, 
and  others  do  not.  He  was  referring  to  a 
recent  news  report  that  11  bishops  had 
signed  a  document  advocating  a  nuclear 
arms  freeze.  He  said  the  implication 
appeared  to  be  that  “those  11  bishops 
support  the  freeze  and  all  the  rest  of  us 
oppose  it,”  when  in  fact  “I  would  have 
gladly  added  my  name  to  it.” 

Numerous  other  bishops  expressed 
similar  frustrations,  and  when  it  was 
discovered  that  the  staff  of  one  of  the 
church’s  national  agencies  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  initiating  the  invitations,  steps 
were  taken  to  insure  a  more  inclusive 
means  of  communicating  such  oppor¬ 
tunities  in  the  future. 

In  still  another  action,  the  bishops 
demonstrated  an  intention  to  exercise  re¬ 
straint  regarding  the  positions  to  which 
they  are  willing  to  affix  their  names.  A 
resolution  was  offered  and  adopted  to 
send  President  Reagan  a  letter  ex¬ 
pressing  opposition  to  naming  the  new 
Trident  II  nuclear  submarine  “Corpus 
Christi”  (which  means  “the  body  of 
Christ”).  Word  came  later  that  same 
day,  however,  that  the  President  had 
ordered  the  sub’s  name  changed  to  “The 
City  of  Corpus  Christi .  ” 

It  was  quickly  proposed  that  the 
previously-adopted  resolution  be 
reaffirmed,  with  the  new  name  inserted 
to  replace  the  old.  Several  bishops  im¬ 
mediately  questioned  how  such  opposi¬ 
tion  could  any  longer  be  expressed  on 
theological  grounds.  The  proposal  was 
subsequently  tabled,  illustrating  the 
same  type  of  stance  that  Bishop  John 
Warman  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.  suggested  on 
another  issue:  “We  don’t  have  to  swing 
at  every  pitch.” 


*  m  h  *  Jh 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Loaves  of  bread  and  chalices  representing  each  regional  unit  of  United  Methodist  Women  are  consecrated 
during  the  service  of  Holy  Communion  at  the  assembly  here  by  Bishop  Marjorie  Matthews,  center. 

JOHN  t .  GOODWIN  PHOTO 


She  encouraged  the  women  to  step  into 
leadership  positions  in  church  and 
society.  And,  she  admonished  them,  look 
for  new  solutions  to  old  problems.  Don’t 
be  afraid  to  change  systems  of  social 
action  ministry,  she  said.  “Remember 
the  second  shortest  verse  in  the  Bible: 
‘Remember  Lot’s  wife,’  ”  she  said.  “I 
believe  that  is  a  warning  to  those  of  us  too 
enamored  with  the  way  we  were  to  face 
the  future.” 

Every  conference  unit  presented 
colorful  banners,  many  drawing  upon 
themes  of  the  centennial  celebration  of 
women  in  mission.  A  multi-media  and 
dramatic  presentation  highlighted  the 
history  of  United  Methodist  Women, 
their  historic  leaders  and  predecessor 
groups. 


“The  last  runner  in  a  relay  race 
understands  full  well  that  she  has  not 
done  it  alone,”  said  Bishop  Matthews. 
“We  who  are  here  tonight  can  remember 
the  women  who  passed  the  racing  baton 
to  us.  And  there  are  some  who  inspired  us 
who  are  still  racing  with  us,”  she  said. 

‘Take  the  nuclear  toys  away’ 

,  The  women  were  challenged  to  face 
issues  of  particular  importance  in  the 
next  centennial  and  to  examine  the 
effects  of  social  policy  on  women  and 
children.  The  threat  of  nuclear  holocaust 
and  the  nuclear  arms  race  was 
constantly  referred  to  as  a  “nightmare” 
and  was  discussed  during  the  assembly 
in  plenaries  and  workshops. 


Calling  the  nuclear  arms  race  the 
“number  one  religious  issue”  of  our 
time,  Dr.  Helen  Caldicott,  a  physician, 
gave  a  frightening  scenario  of  what 
would  happen  if  a  20-megaton  bomb  hit 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  even  as  she  spoke 
to  the  assembly. 

“Humankind  cannot  afford  to  fight 
anymore,  and  it  is  strong  women  who  can 
stop  the  madness,"  said  the  Australian- 
born  pediatrician. 

“It’s  time  to  take  the  toys  (nuclear 
weapons)  away  from  the  boys  (U.S., 
Soviet  and  other  nuclear  country 
leaders).  They  need  to  be  disciplined  — 
they  need  their  bottoms  smacked,”  she 
declared  and  the  crowd  cheered. 


TV  ministry  fund-raising  effort  cut  back 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  The  $25 
million  fund-raising  effort  to  create  a 
“National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry”  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  severely  curtailed  last  week 
upon  recommendation  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  campaign’s  Steering 
Committee. 

The  recommendation  came  on  the 
heels  of  a  series  of  setbacks  during  the 
past  year  which  has  resulted  in  twice  as 
much  money  being  spent  for  the 
campaign  as  raised  from  it,  and  was 
based  on  the  conclusion  that  success  of 
efforts  to  reverse  this  trend  by  July  1  is 
not  probable.  That  is  the  date  when  the 
first  payment  of  the  campaign’s  debt  — 
which  exceeds  a  million  dollars  —  must 
be  made. 

The  same  recommendation  goes  on  to 
reaffirm  the  importance  of  National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry, 
provides  for  continued  development, 
distribution  and  fund-raising  for  TV 
programming  during  the  next  two  years, 
and  assures  those  who  have  pledged  to 
the  campaign  that  their  gifts  will  not  be 
used  just  to  pay  a  debt. 


Further,  it  expresses  the  intention  of 
consulting  with  church  leaders  and 
members  so  as  to  develop  a  broad-based 
new  TV  Presence  and  Ministry  proposal 
—  including  provisions  for  regional 
efforts  —  for  consideration  by  the  1984 
General  conference. 

The  proposal  was  finalized  during  the 
Council  of  Bishops  meeting  last  week  and 
was  presented  as  information  to  the 
bishops,  who  have  provided  special 
counsel  and  support  since  last  fall  in  an 
effort  to  turn  the  campaign  around. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  voted 
unanimously  to  endorse  the 
recommendations  and  to  express 
appreciation  to  the  campaign  Steering 
Committee  “for  the  responsible  way  they 
have  attempted  to  resolve  the  present 
difficulties  in  the  program.”  In  the  same 
action,  the  bishops  pledged  their  support 
“in  the  long  range  process  of  preparing  a 
plan  for  presentation  to  the  1984  General 
Conference.” 

The  recommendations  were  approved 
in  a  joint  teleconference  on  April  30 
between  members  of  the  full  Steering 
Committee  and  the  General  Commission 
on  Communication,  which  is  the  group 


ultimately  responsible  for  the  campaign 
and  other  general  communications 
efforts. 

The  most  immediate  effect  of  the 
recommendations  will  be  a  suspension  of 
efforts  to  organize  TV  Presence  and 
Ministry  campaigns  within  annual 
conferences.  It  will  also  result  in  the 
termination  of  several  members  of  the 
special  fund-raising  staff.  Annual 
conferences  which  have  campaigns  in 
progress,  or  wish  to  initiate  campaigns, 
still  will  be  provided  assistance  as 
desired  from  the  regular  communica¬ 
tions  staff,  according  to  campaign  di¬ 
rector  Nelson  Price. 

All  who  have  contributed  or  made 
pledges  to  the  campaign  will  be  notified 
immediately.  Communications  head 
Curtis  Chambers  expressed  the  hope  that 
most  who  had  pledged  would  fulfill  their 
commitment,  either  to  assist  in  paying 
off  the  campaign  debt  or  by  designating 
it  for  TV  program  development. 

Maintenance  of  the  Aldersgate 
Foundation,  which  was  set  up  to  receive 
and  disburse  campaign  contributions, 
will  enable  contributors  to  be  assured 


the 


that  their  gifts  will  be  used  for 
designated  purpose,  he  said. 

United  Methodist  Communications  will 
begin  repayment  of  the  campaign  debt  to 
the  church’s  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  on  July  1,  primarily 
from  funds  which  are  currently  being 
used  to  continue  the  campaign.  What 
additional  cuts  in  the  general 
communications  program  may  be 
required,  if  any,  will  not  be  known  until 
responses  from  those  who  have  pledged 
are  received  and  calculated. 

Bishop  Paul  Duffey,  Louisville,  Ky.,  a 
member  of  UMcom,  the  television 
Steering  Committee  and  Council  of 
Bishops  said: 

“While  regrettable,  I  feel  this  action 
will  clear  the  air  of  considerable 
confusion  and  reduce  the  pressure  being 
felt  in  many  parts  of  the  church 
regarding  the  TV  Presence  and  Ministry. 

“I  think  most  of  our  people  want  us  to 
be  in  television.  I  am  convinced  that  if  we 
can  clarify  our  campaign  goals  and 
techniques,  we  can  elicit  significant 
support  during  the  next  two  years,  and 
much  more  following  action  by  the  1984 
General  Conference.” 
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Refugee  load  staggers  3  Central  American  nations 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  This  is  the  second 
of  a  series  of  exclusive  reports  from 
Central  America  by  a  veteran  religious 
journalist.  Their  special  focus  is  on  the 
perspective  of  Christians  living  in  this 
troubled  region  and  seeking  to  bring 
their  faith  to  bear  on  issues  involving 
both  the  United  States  and  the  nations  of 
Central  America. 

The  Rev.  John  Workman,  religion 
editor  of  the  Arkansas  Gazette, 
represented  the  Reporter  on  a  12-day  trip 
to  Nicaragua.  Honduras  and  El 
Salvador.  He  is  a  clergy  member  of  the 
UMC’s  North  Arkansas  Annual 
Conference  and  former  editor  of  the 
Arkansas  Methodist  newspaper. 

By  JOHN  WORKMAN 

Special  to  the  Reporter 

SAN  SALVADOR  —  An  American 
reporter  here,  when  asked  what  are  the 
big  issues  in  this  much  troubled  country, 
replied,  ‘politics  —  the  elections  and  the 
naming  of  a  new  president.” 

Asked  about  the  refugee  situation,  he 
replied,  "Oh,  that  story  has  already  been 
done." 

Don’t  tell  that  to  the  nearly  one  million 
Salvadoran  refugees  and  displaced 
persons  in  this  and  a  dozen  other 
countries,  whose  lives  have  been 
devastated  by  the  ravages  of  war.  And 
don’t  tell  that  to  this  country’s  Christian 
community  which,  along  with  numerous 
private  government  agencies,  is  making 
heroic  and  frustrated  efforts  to  respond  to 
what  is  both  a  national  and  international 
emergency. 

If  it  were  not  enough  that  33,000 
persons  have  been  killed  during  the  two 
and  a  half  year  conflict  in  El  Salvador, 
this  country  —  the  only  nation  in  the 
world  that  bears  the  name  of  the  Savior 
—  also  has  seen  as  much  as  20  percent  or 
more  of  its  population  forced  to  flee  as 
refugees  or  to  remain  destitute  as 
displaced  persons  in  their  own  land. 

The  statistics,  both  fluid  and  difficult  to 
find  agreement  on,  indicate  that  some 
300,000  persons  are  displaced  within  El 
Salvador  and  that  another  half  million  or 
more  have  left  to  seek  refuge  in  other 
Central  and  South  American  countries  or 
in  the  United  States.  As  illegals,”  not 
qualified  for  political  refugee  status, 
they  face  the  uncertain  fate  of  forced 
return  to  their  country. 

Jesus  once  a  refugee,  too 

Issues  facing  refugees  have  long  been 
of  particular  concern  to  Christians,  and 
church  groups  here  reflect  that  concern. 
One  refugee  worker  here  said  that  the 
church  in  Central  America  remembers 
that  Jesus  himself  was  once  a  refugee  in 
a  foreign  land,  taken  to  Egypt  to  escape 
death  threats  from  Herod.  That  memory, 
the  refugee  worker  said,  is  just  one 
among  many  factors  that  motivates 
refugee  relief  efforts  by  Salvadoran 
Christians. 

In  addition  to  almost  insurmountable 
problems  of  malnutrition,  inadequate 
health  care,  lack  of  employment  and  the 
overwhelming  disruption  associated  with 
being  homeless,  El  Salvadoran  refugees 
have  experienced  what  another  relief 
worker  here  called  "catastrophic 
trauma”  of  the  destruction  of  the  family 
unit.  "If  the  husband  and  the  son  have 
not  been  killed  or  have  not  disappeared,” 
he  said,  "the  daughters  have  been  raped 
and  the  family  has  been  otherwise  totally 
devastated.”  He  said  that  in  spite  of  all 
their  efforts  to  help,  "refugee  camps 
destroy  people.” 

Christians  and  others  who  work  in 
refugee  camps  in  Central  America  long 
ago  learned  that  refugee  problems  do  not 
respond  to  easy  solutions  or  lend 
themselves  to  neat  or  simple  analyses. 
They  involve  a  tangled,  complex, 
confused  mix  of  logistical,  social, 


political,  military,  personality  and 
government  and  private  and  church 
agency  issues.  What  is  notable  is  that  in 
spite  of  all  that  complexity  and 
confusion,  heroic  efforts  are  being  made 
to  respond  to  Central  America’s  refugee 
problems. 

This  report  attempts  to  reflect  such 
efforts  in  the  three  countries  visited  for 
this  special  Reporter  series:  Nicaragua, 
Honduras  and  El  Salvador.  Although  each 
of  the  three  countries  has  its  own  unique 
refugee  and  displaced  person  problem 
there  are  common  themes  found  among 
them. 

Nicaragua 

One  of  the  most  controversial  issues  in 
Nicaragua  is  this  country’s  "east  coast 
issue"  —  the  forced  removal  of  some 
10,000  Miskito  and  other  Indians  from 
their  ancient  homelands  along  the  Coco 
River.  The  area,  which  borders 
Honduras,  has  been  the  site  of  frequent 
military  action  —  incursions  from  across 
the  border  by  "somacistas,”  former 
soldiers  of  Nicaragua’s  General 
Anastasio  Somoza  who  are  harassing 
Nicaragua’s  Sandinista  government 
(with  the  assistance,  that  government 
contends,  of  U.S. -supported groups). 

The  Nicaraguan  government, 
contending  that  the  border  area  is  too 
dangerous  for  the  Indians,  forced  them  to 
move  inland.  Opponents  contend  that  the 
move,  which  in  December  precipitated  a 
clash  that  resulted  in  60  deaths  (the  "red 
December  event”),  was  an  effort  to 
prevent  a  secessionist  movement  by  the 
Indians  (who  had  never  been  integrated 
into  Nicaraguan  society),  as  well  as  to 
create  a  free  fire  zone  to  enable  the 
government  to  fight  the  "somacistas” 

( anti-revolutionaries ) . 

A  result  of  all  of  this  has  been  a 
massive  refugee  problem:  some  8,500 
Miskito  Indians  relocated  in  four 
settlements  inland  and  an  equal  number 
who  fled  across  the  border  and  are  in 
refugee  camps  at  Mocoron,  Honduras. 

The  Nicaraguan  experience  is  a 
graphic  example  of  how  a  multiplicity  of 
issues  —  in  this  instance  social  and  racial 
concerns,  internal  and  international 
military  and  political  matters,  and 
religious  freedom  —  combine  to  make 
refugee  concerns  complex. 

U.S.  Secretary  of  State  Alexander 
Haig,  in  comments  much  noted  in 
Managua,  used  the  event  to  strengthen 
the  U.S.  stand  against  Nicaragua.  In  a 
recent  press  conference  he  displayed 
photographs  alleged  to  be  of  Nicaraguan 
soldiers  burning  bodies  of  Miskito 
Indians.  Nicaraguans  make  much  of 
later  contentions  by  U.S.  sources  that  the 
photos  were  of  atrocities  committed 
during  the  Somoza  regime. 

Religious  freedom  is  another 


dimension  of  the  Miskito  issue.  The  great 
majority  of  the  Miskitos  are  Moravians, 
and  charges  of  counter-revolutionary 
activities  have  been  made  against  some 
of  that  church’s  leaders  with  the  results 
that  12  Moravian  (Miskito)  pastors  have 
been  arrested  along  with  two  Episcopal 
priests.  In  addition,  the  Catholic  bishop 
of  the  region  was  removed  for  a  period  of 
time. 

The  actions  brought  vigorous  protests 
from  both  Protestant  and  Catholic 
leaders.  The  issue  remains  a  heated 
one,  pitting  church  leaders  who  have 
been  generally  supportive  of  the 
Sandinista  revolution’s  humanitarian 
accomplishments  against  what  they 
perceive  to  be,  an  atmosphere  of 
increasing  religious  persecution. 

In  the  meantime,  Nicaragua’s  church 
groups  are  desperately  seeking  to 
minister  to  persons  in  the  Miskito  en¬ 
campments,  a  task  made  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  by  the  inaccessibility  of  the  region. 

Honduras 

For  the  past  two  years,  "refugee”  in 
Honduras  has  meant  the  more  than 
25,000  Salvadorans  in  three  camps  along 
the  Limpa  River  on  the  border  with  El 
Salvador.  The  situation  now  includes  the 
additional  8,500  or  more  Miskito  Indians 
near  the  Nicaraguan  border  and  some 
500  Guatemalans  recently  placed  on  the 
Western  border. 

Honduras’  refugee  situation  reflects  an 
instance  in  which  politics  —  this  time 
national,  international  and  among 
church  and  private  agencies  — 
complicates  the  issue. 

Several  months  ago  the  Honduran 
government,  in  actions  strongly 


ALONG  THE  HONDURAN  BORDER  —  A  Salvadoran  refugee  camp  —  one  of  three  encampments  along  the  border  with  El 
Salvador.  Children  make  up  65  percent  of  the  camp  population,  with  the  rest  mostly  women  and  old  men. 
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A  man  and  his  granddaughter  who  re¬ 
cently  fled  from  a  Salvadoran  Army 
sweep  through  Morazon  province  relax 
at  a  refugee  facility. 
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criticized  by  church  and  other  relief 
agencies,  urged  that  the  three 
Salvadoran  refugee  camps  along  the 
Limpa  River  be  moved  some  30  miles 
inland.  They  cited  the  need  to  protect  the 
refugees  from  the  frequent  border 
conflicts. 

Church  and  other  relief  agencies, 
however,  opposed  the  action  on  several 
grounds:  that  Salvadorans  seeking 
refuge  would  not  cross  the  border  if  they 
had  to  travel  the  additional  30  miles 
through  unprotected  territory  and  that  the 
presence  of  international  workers  in  the 
border  camps  provided  security  both  for 
refugees  and  for  Hondurans  in  the  area. 
Further,  the  government  effort  was  a 
cover  for  attempts  to  clear  the  area  in 
order  to  fight  Salvadoran  guerillas  —  a 
move,  say  some  church  and  private 
agency  workers,  that  is  pressured  by 
U.S.  government  officials. 

The  church  workers  point  out  that  the 
effect  of  the  policy  has  been  the  return  of 
more  than  7,000  Salvadoran  refugees 
back  across  the  border  to  an  uncertain 
fate.  One  church  agency  worker  in 
Tegucigalpa  said  that  in  the  last  year 
“several  hundred”  returning  refugees 
were  killed  near  the  border. 

Church  workers  talk  angrily  about 
government  “insensitivity”  to  refugees, 
suggesting  that  political  maneuvering 
and  military  strategy  are  placed  above 
humanitarian  concerns.  They  say 
another  example  of  the  politicizing  of 
refugees  is  how  government  officials 
give  favored  treatment  to  the  Miskito 
refugees  and  less  attention  to  the  plight 
of  the  Salvadoran  refugees. 

Such  a  stance,  church  workers  say, 
reflects  Honduran  government  efforts  to 
retain  favor  with  the  U.S.  and  also 
enforces  U.S.  policy  opposing  Nicaragua. 

Another  dimension  of  the  complexity  of 


work  with  refugees  is  the  conflict  that 
can  occur  between  agencies.  An  example 
is  a  recent  controversy  involving  World 
Vision,  based  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  and 
CEDEN,  the  principal  Honduran 
ecumenical  agency  to  which  the  United 
Nations  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees  had  given  oversight  of  refugee 
work  in  Honduras. 

The  controversy,  which  ended  with  the 
dissolution  of  CEDEN  and  its  subsequent 
reorganization  and  the  jockeying  for 
position  as  to  which  agency  would  be 
given  oversight  of  the  refugee  program, 
involved  charges  that  World  Vision  "had 
been  used"  by  the  Honduran  army,  that 
the  agency  wanted  to  take  over 
leadership  of  the  refugee  relief  program, 
and  that  it  was  proselytizing  refugees. 

Counter  charges  were  made  that 
CEDEN  was  aiding  the  guerillas  and  was, 
by  inference,  "communist.”  In  support  of 
CEDEN’s  director  34  of  the  agency’s 
staff  members  resigned  and  formed  a 
new  development  agency,  called  CODE. 

The  U.N.  currently  retains  oversight 
of  the  refugee  program  and  World  Vision 
has  discontinued  its  refugee  work 
in  the  country. 

The  agency  troubles  reflect  what 
some  might  call  another  “U.S. 
export”:  difference  between  liberal  and 
conservative  social  philosophies  and 
theological  stances. 

El  Salvador 

"They  are  up  in  the  hills  waiting  for 
our  signal  to  come  down  and  get  into 
trucks  and  go  to  the  camp.”  That  was  the 
report  of  an  excited  young  Lutheran 
layman,  of  a  congregation  in  San  Salvador 
that  is  leaving  no  stone  unturned  in  its 
efforts  to  start  a  new  refugee  camp. 

Such  facilities  are  needed  because  the 


refugees  continue  to  come  to  this  city 
fleeing  either  from  the  reality  or  the 
threat  of  the  violence,  torture,  mayhem 
and  murder  that  still  goes  on  in  this 
country  between  government  troops  and 
guerillas  and  between  the  guerillas  and 
various  right-wing  security  forces  or  "hit 
squads.” 

During  a  four-day  stay  in  this  city,  new 
reports  came  of  the  massacre  of  47 
people  in  an  Eastern  province  and  of  9  in 
another  province.  Reports  come  in  daily 
of  unidentified  bodies  being  left  at  a 
favorite  "dumping  place”  behind  a 
mountainside  in  sight  of  the  city. 

Every  morning  mothers  still  come  tt> 
the  Human  Rights  Commission  Office  of 
the  Catholic  diocese  to  report  that  their 
sons  are  missing.  Violence,  often  without 
reason,  remains  a  reality  in  El  Salvador. 

Refugee  work  here,  as  in  other 
countries,  is  a  combination  of  efforts  by 
government  and  local  and  international 
private  agencies  and  church  groups. 
While  the  government  agency, 
CONADES,  has  oversight,  church- 
related  groups  play  a  major  role.  Those 
groups  include  ASESAH  (the  principal 
interfaith  agency)  which  channels  about 
$6.5  million  annually  from  U.S.  and 
European  churches;  Catholic  Relief 
Services  and  CESAD  (the  council  of 
Evangelical  churches  and  the  Mennonite 
Central  Committee ) . 

There  is  a  bitter  irony  concerning 
refugee  work  in  Central  America:  such 
humanitarian  work  is  done  at  no  little 
risk  to  one’s  personal  safety.  In  the  crazy 
complexities  of  the  politics  of  the  region,.' 
some  sectors  view  refugee  work  as 
"suspect.”  Even  —  or  especially  — . 
church  groups  and  individual  Christians 
are  not  spared  the  risk.  But  it  is  a  risk. 
Central  American  churches  have 
indicated  they  are  willing  to  accept. 


UMR’s  ‘controversial  coverage’  wins  top  news  award 

d,  cu  arhv  vtiiri  ur  _  ...  ,  ......  — '' 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  News  coverage  by 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  of  the 
controversial  "Conference  in  Solidarity 
with  the  Liberation  Struggles  of  the 
Peoples  of  Southern  Africa”  last  fall  has 
won  the  top  news  writing  award  of  The 
Associated  Church  Press  ( ACP ) . 

The  award  of  merit,  presented  at  a 
banquet  here  April  26,  was  in  the 
category  of  "report  of  a  current  news 
event”  category.  The  articles,  headlined 
"UM-endorsed  event  seemed  controlled 
by  pro-Soviets,”  were  written  by  Roy 
Howard  Beck,  associate  editor. 

The  judges’  citation  regarding  the 
articles  which  ran  Oct.  23,  1981, 

described  them  as  “interesting  and 


provocative  handling  of  an  event  that  the 
writer  and  editor  felt  was  significant  for 
their  readers  to  understand.  Gave  good 
background  and  did  adequate  research 
to  tell  the  story.” 

While  a  subsequent  editorial  on  the 
Southern  Africa  conference  did  not  win 
an  award,  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff 
“should  take  a  bow,”  said  the  judges,  for 
an  "excellent  job  of  outlining  for  readers 
what  controversy  means  and  the  news¬ 
paper’s  role  in  "controversy”. 

The  ACP  is  an  association  of  more  than 
115  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic 
publications  from  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

Another  United  Methodist  publication, 
New  World  Outlook  —  the  UMC’s  mission 


magazine  —  won  the  association’s  award 
for  best  magazine  photography.  The 
winning  entry,  "Growing  Up  in  Soweto,” 
by  Peter  Magubane,  photographer,  in  the 
March  1981  issue,  is  a  photo  story  from 
South  Africa. 

During  the  association’s  business 
session,  the  managing  editors  of  both  UM 
publications  —  Sharon  Mielke  of  the 
Reporter  and  Charles  Brewster  of  New 
World  Outlook  —  were  elected  to  the 
ACP’s  board  of  directors. 

The  role  of  the  religious  press  as  a 
"servant  of  the  future”  was  the  dominant 


theme  of  the  Minneapolis  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Martin  E.  Marty,  associate 
editor  of  The  Christian  Century,  cited 
some  of  the  tension  points  that  editors 
and  staff  members  in  the  religious  press 
continually  face.  Dr.  Marty  also  cited  the 
direction  he  feels  editors  should  "tilt”  in 
these  tensions. 

For  example,  in  the  tension  between 
responsibility  to  maintaining  church 
tradition  and  to  future  horizons,  Dr. 
Marty  said  editors  should  always  be 
aware  of  the  importance  of  continuity  but 
should  "tilt”  toward  the  horizon.  "The 


editor  should  help  readers  try  on  new 
ideas.” 

Another  frequently  discussed  tension  is 
between  the  sacred  and  the  secular.  "Tilt1 
toward  the  sacred,”  he  said.  "Otherwise,; 
you  will  only  be  inferior  to  the  secular 
because  we  can’t  compete  in  that  game.” 

In  addition  to  thinking  about  the  role  of 
the  religious  press,  association  members- 
heard  briefings  on  postal  issues  and 
freedom  of  the  press  as  it  relates  to  th£ 
so-called  New  World  Information  Order-. 
(Stories  on  these  matters  will  appear  irt 
next  week’s  issue).  'l- 


Some  property  owners  mar  fair 


FULL  TIME  STAFF  PERSON,  clergy  or  lay  for 

church  of  2.000  members  Half  time  youth,  half  time 
general  program  and  pastoral  responsibilities 
University  town  of  50,000  near  Dallas,  Fort  Worth 
metroplex  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Box  888,  Denton.  TX  76201 
Phone  (817  )  382-5478. 

ORGANIST-KEYBOARD  INSTRUCTOR  needed 
Fast-growing,  evangelical,  3,000-member  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Carrollton,  TX  Send  resume  to 
Gary  Freeman,  P.O.  Box  204,  Carrollton,  TX  75006, 
(214  )  242-0602  Salary  negotiable 

HOUSING  AT  1982  WORLD’S  FAIR  in  Knoxville. 
Tenn.  United  Methodist  churches  in  Knoxville  area 
will  provide  sleeping  space  in  church  buildings  for 
church  groups  For  a  list  of  participating  churches 
and  accommodations,  write  Knoxville  District 
Office.  3606  Western  Avenue.  Knoxville,  TN  37921 

FOR  SALE  —  Used  Allen  Electronic  Organ,  1977 
model  Good  condition  65  stops,  3  manual.  St  Paul's 
UMC.  5501  South  Main  St.,  Houston,  TX  77004,  (713) 
5280527 

EXPERIENCED  MARKETING  EXECUTIVE  with 
solid  business  background  and  serious  religious 
commitment  seeks  creative  ministry  as  director  of 
communications  and/or  business  administrator  in 
middle-of-road/liberal  church  Reply  Box  9085,  Waco 

TX  76710  for  resume  and  references 

LIBERAL  CHRISTIAN  DIRECT  service  agency 
providing  aid,  education,  justice  for  the  poor,  seeks 
Program  Director  with  organizing  and  fund-raising 
capabilities  Hard  work  and  negotiable  low  pay  with 
housing.  Couples  welcome.  Send  resume  to:  LOGOS, 

Inc  ,  803  Washington.  Cairo.  IL  62914 

ISRAEL.  JORDAN.  Greece.  Greek  Island  Cruise. 
October  8-24,  1982  Deluxe  tour  Escorted  by  Rev 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Laux.  6247  Annapolis.  Dallas.  TX 
75214  Brochure  available 

WORLD  S  FAIR  RESERVATIONS  Modem  2  BR 
apartment  near  Knoxville  airport  Daily  rate  $100: 
weekly.  $500  Call  Z.  Trotter,  after  Easter  at  (615) 
983-4026  Address  1637  Ramsey  St  .  Alcoa,  TN  37701 

REASONABLE  WORLD  S  FAIR  HOUSING  for 
church  groups  or  families.  30  minutes  Interstate 
from  Fair  site.  Write  Housing  c/o  2205  Old  Knoxville 
Hwy.,  Maryville,  TN  37801.  or  call  (615)  982-6250  fa- 
rates  and  reservations 

1982  WORLD'S  FAIR,  Knoxville  Lodging  and  meals. 
Reasonable  rates  Call  1-800-251-9610  (in  Tennessee  1- 
800-362-8715)  Ask  for  Dorm  Sales  —  Wesley  Woods 
United  Methodist  Camp. 

1982  WORLD'S  FAIR  Are  you  in  need  of  housing 
during  Expo’’  Neat,  clean  four-room  cottage 
available  Reasonable  rates.  Call  (615)  525-9591  for 
reservations  and  information 

ATTENTION  WORLD  S  FAIR  VISITORS  Space  is 
still  available  for  church  and  scout  groups  that  want 
to  sleep  in  a  church  For  details,  contact:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  3316  Kingston  Pike.  Knoxville. 

TN  37919 

WANTED  ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR  with 
recreational  training  to  plan  and  direct  fellowship 
programs  and  supervise  activities  building  with 
gym.  Marvin  United  Methodist  Church.  300  W' 
Erwin,  Tyler.  TX  75702 

WORLD  S  FAIR  HOUSING  Rent  2  bedrooms  (twin 
beds  in  each)  plus  kitchen  for  $60  a  night  at  Lake 
Junaluska  Call  (704)464-8422  K  M  Johnson 

CLASSIFIED 


VACATION  RENTAL  -  WORLD’S  FAIR.  Modem  3 
BR  mountain  chalet.  Gatlinburg,  Tenn  .  50  miles 
from  Knoxville.  Dates  available  in  May.  August. 
September.  October  —  $125  day  for  6  persons. 
Brochure,  A  M  Craig.  7529  Oak  Ridge  Hwy., 
Knoxville.  TN  77921,  (615  )  690-1837. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  First 

UMC,  Beaumont.  Texas  Salary  negotiable  Open 
June  1.  Send  resume:  Dr.  Wallace  Shook.  701  Calder. 
Beaumont.  Texas  77701. 


PROFESSIONAL  CUSTOMIZED  DIRECTION  of 
your  planning  conference  or  retreat.  Successfully 
experienced  at  Methodist  conference,  district  and 
local  church  levels  Free  details  Reasonable.  Dr. 
Eric  Hawkinson.  P.O  Box  4351,  Vallejo.  CA  »>589 


FOR  SALE  COLLECTION  OF  METHODIST 
Disciplines.  Complete  through  1848  —  also  1840.  1836. 
1832.  1814,  1808.  Will  sell  if  price  is  right.  Otis  Beach. 
Box  214,  Easton.  KS  66020 


ALLEN  ORGAN  FOR  SALE,  two  years  old. 
excellent  condition.  Traditional  console  with  500 
watts  amplification,  complete  speaker  system, 
including  antiphonals  and  extra  bass  speaker 
$10,000.  For  more  information,  call  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Covenant.  9BI-2D88,  Lafayette.  I,A 


NEWLY  PUBLISHED  Beliefs  of  a  United  Methodist 
Christian,  by  Den  Willis.  Excellent  for  confirmation 
classes,  both  adult  and  youth.  Only  $1.95;  by  mail 
$2  50  per  copy;  10  or  more  by  mail  $2.15  per  copy. 
Send  to  Cokesbury  Bookstore.  6892  Southwest 
Freeway.  Houston,  TX  77036.  or  your  local 
Cokesbury  Bookstore. 


CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS: 
Efficient  Pastor’s  Study  $19  95  Mailing 
Label/Directory  $59.95.  Orders  or  free 
specifications  Exodus  Computing.  1326-A  7th 
Avenue.  Honolulu.  HA  96816  Money  back  guarantee. 


CHURCH  INFORMATION  SYSTEM  -  A 
microcomputer  based  church  information  system 
Contributions,  mailing  labels,  various  code  and  data 
reports  and  much  more  Church  Information 
Systems.  Inc..  15  Glencoe  Drive,  Belleville.  IL  62221. 
< 618  *  277-6282 


COMPUTERIZED  MAILING  LABEL  service  for 
churches.  Your  mailing  list  printed  by  computer  on 
self-adhesive  labels  Call  or  write  Price  St 
Associates,  Rt.  1,  West  Frankfort.  IL  62896.  (618)  932- 
2019  


THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas.  1-800-255-9612;  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103  .  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78210. 

OHIO  SCIENTIFIC  MICROCOMPUTER  3  user 
system.  Suitable  far  use  by  church  with  over  500 
members  or  by  smaller  churches  sharing  via 
telephone  modem.  Used  less  than  6  months.  40 
percent  off  retail.  (214)  734-5140.  mornings. 


TWO  STATION  PITNEY  BOWES  mailing  machine: 
5600,  3320,  1861  Used  for  less  than  12  mailings 
Efficient  and  inexpensive  to  operate  40  percent  off 
retail.  (214)  734-5140.  mornings 


WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  ON  Holy  Land  Trip 
with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  901  Clay  St..  Houston.  TX  77002 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves 
You."  19«;  100.  $18  00.  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord."  2le;  100, 
$20  00  Poems,  "Cross  In  My  Pocket,"  2t  Plus  postage. 
Crosses-2. 1313  Falls  Church.  Raleigh,  NC  27609. 


UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  Handpainted 
latch  hook  canvas,  16*  x  16*.  $7.50  (hook,  yarn  not 
included).  Kit  for  sewing  symbol  on  counted  cross- 
stitch  bookmark.  9  x  2<V.  $3.00.  Nancy  Designs. 
11036  Trail  West,  Bloomington.  MN  55437. 


MINISTER  WANTED  TO  BEGIN  a  pastoral 
counseling  center  at  a  large,  downtown,  multi-staff 
church  Specialized  training  and  experience 
required.  Exciting  opportunity  for  one  who  would 
like  to  develop  a  counseling  ministry.  Send  resume  to 
Dr  J  Woodrow  Hearn,  P.  O  Box  1349.  Baton  Rouge. 
LA7QKL 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed  to  be 
part  of  a  program  team  in  church  of  3,000  members. 
Develop  and  coordinate  total  youth  program  Sunday 
morning  and  evening  plus  special  activities.  Salary 
negotiable  —  excellent  benefits.  Contact  Rev  Clyde 
E.  Byrd,  P.O.  Box  6826,  San  Antonio.  TX  78209  (512) 
828-3215. _ 


EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT  needed  for  800- 
member  church  in  county  seat  town.  Send  resume  to 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  167, 
Quincy.  FL  32351.  or  call  (904  )  627-9226  for  further 
information. 


ALASKA  NEW  CHURCH  Advance  Special  *931131-4 
needs  you!  349  gifts  of  $100  will  pay  off  land,  help 
start  first  building!  Campbell  Lake/Bayshore  UMC, 
Anchorage,  AK  99502 


WORLD'S  FAIR  '82,  Strawberry  Patch,  Townsend. 
Tenn.  Apartments  by  river  $100.00  four  persons, 
additional  $12.50  each  Nice  house  sleeps  12-14 
$235.00.  (6151  984-1944.  (615  )  448-6303  evenings. 


HOLY  LAND  TOUR  including  Rome,  Athens.  Egypt, 
Israel,  July  28  —  Aug  16, 1982  $2,079.00  Group  hosted 
by  District  Superintendent.  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence. 
4192  Tottenham  Wav.  Boise.  ID  83704. 


BIBLE  LANDS  and  other  Christian-oriented  tours 
led  by  pastor  Don  Haarup.  Private  buses  Free 
information.  Write  P.O.  Box  31.  Brainerd.  MN  56401 
Phone  (218  )  829-6076  July  2-17  Scandinavia,  July  19- 
26  Israel,  Oct.  11-21  Israel-Egypt  One  tour  each 
month.  Winter  Caribbean  cruise.  Hawaii.  Also  will 
arrange  or  lead  your  own  church  group.  Save  this 
schedule.  


WICHITA.  KANSAS  -  East  Heights  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  a  growing,  dynamic  church  of  1.800 
members  —  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth 
and  Young  Adult  Ministries.  Youth  include  70  voice 
choir,  travel  activities,  etc  Salary  negotiable 
Contact  Rev.  Jack  Harris,  4407  E  Douglas.  Wichita. 
KS  67218 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH.  Kendall  United  Methodist 
Church  in  suburban  Miami,  Florida,  seeks  a  person 
to  serve  as  Minister  of  Youth.  The  Church  has  over 
3,000  children,  youth  and  adults.  Pluralistic  congre¬ 
gation.  Deep  commitment  to  successful  youth  minis¬ 
try  Multiple  staff  Growing  community  and  church 
Job  description  and  compensation  are  negotiable.  It 
is  our  wish  to  establish  an  enduring  covenant  rela 
lationship.  Position  available  now  Contact  Tom 
Culberson.  7600  SW  104  Street.  Miami.  FL  3315T 
telephone  (305)  667-0343  or  665-7349. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  —  Churches  and 
church-related  agencies  in  this  general 
area  are  doing  what  they  can  to  ease  a 
housing  shortage  for  visitors  to  the 
World’s  Fair  which  opened  here  May  1. 

The  city  has  gotten  a  lot  of  bad  press, 
and  the  city  council  is  in  a  hassle,  over 
attempts  to  stop  some  landlords  from 
profiteering.  Some  have  evicted  long¬ 
time  tenants  and  are  renting  vacated 
rooms  to  fair-goers  at  rates  up  to  $190  per 
night. 

The  housing  squabble  started  last  year 
when  the  Knoxville  Chamber  of 
Commerce  set  up  Lodging  Services,  Inc., 
a  corporation  designed  to  regulate 


accommodations  for  fairgoers.  Various 
property  owners  were  given  permission 
to  rent  single-family  and  multi-family 
dwellings  during  the  fair. 

Several  churches,  including  many 
United  Methodist  congregations,  offered 
their  social  halls  and  basements,  cots 
and  showers  to  youth  groups  and  other 
church  groups  who  don’t  mind  "roughing 
it”  with  fellow  Christians  while  enjoying 
a  day  or  so  at  the  fair. 

Despite  these  and  other  low-cost 
efforts,  Fair  officials  feared  that 
Knoxville  residents  would  be  evicted  by 
landlords. 

One  forced  to  move  was  Becky 
Thomas,  a  church  and  community 
worker  with  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 


Global  Ministries.  She  said  she  was 
forced  to  move  after  her  landlord  told  her 
the  apartments  were  to  be  converted  to 
condominiums. 

She  and  several  others  formed  Tenants 
for  Fair  Housing  to  fight  the  evictions 
and  the  jacked-up  rates.  But  Ms.  Thomas 
was  still  out  on  the  street.  With  the  help 
of  her  family,  she  told  the  Reporter,  she 
bought  a  house. 

Ms.  Thomas  said,  “The  whole  thing  is  a 
moral  question  to  me.  How  can  people 
put  tenants  out  with  housing  as  tough  to 
find  as  it  is?  I  don’t  like  to  think  of  myself 
as  malicious,  but  after  this  fair  is  over 
hope  a  lot  of  these  landlords  find  they 
can’t  rent.  I  hope  they’re  stuck  with  a  lot 
of  empty  apartments.” 


Total  objectivity  called  ‘impossible  dream’ 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  Total  objectivity  is 
an  almost  impossible  dream  a  Christian 
communicator  told  fellow  journalists  at  a 
convention  here  recently,  but  "fairness, 
accuracy  and  the  best  communicative 
skills”  can  help  even  things  out. 

James  M.  Wall,  editor  of  Christian 
Century,  along  with  a  panel  of  three  top 
executives  of  religious  institutions 
addressed  the  topic  of  “Advocacy  vs. 
Objectivity”  in  religious  journalism  at 
the-  opening  of  the  53rd  national 
convention  of  the  Religious  Public 
Relations  Council. 

Mr.  Wall  said  the  best  way  to  maintain 
fairness  in  the  face  of  a  religious 
journalist’s  own  bias  in  favor  of  his  or  her 
institution  is  to  have  a  pluralistic  staff, 
with  a  variety  of  beliefs  which  "will  help 
you  put  it  in  perspective.” 

One  member  of  the  executive  panel, 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Jameg 
Armstrong,  Indianapolis,  told  the 
gathering  that  religious  communicators 
should  be  given  freedom  to  operate  but 
could  be  expected  to  adhere  to  the 
institution’s  faith  statements  and  social 
principles,  and  be  committed  to  the  total 
well-being  of  the  church. 

The  bishop  said  that  religious 
communicators,  like  their  secular 
counterparts,  sometimes  are  seduced  by 


the  sensational  stories  and  miss  what 
really  is  happening. 

The  Rev.  John  Workman,  religion 
writer  for  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  Little 
Rock,  won  a  "Wilbur”  award  given  by 
the  RPRC  for  outstanding  work  with 
religious  themes  in  press,  radio  and 
television  during  1981.  He  won  for  a 
series  of  editorials  on  religious  values. 
(Mr.  Workman,  a  United  Methodist,  is 
currently  providing  a  series  of  exclusive 
reports  on  Central  America  for  the 
Reporter.  Look  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Four  United  Methodists  were  among 
winners  in  the  DeRose/Hinkhouse  award 
program  in  which  council  members 
compete.  An  award  of  excellence  in  the 
filmstrips/slides  category  was  won  by  J! 
Fred  Rowles,  Nashville,  for  a  filmstrip 
entitled,  "Give  Ye  Them  to  Eat.  .  .  A 
Modern  Miracle.”  The  filmstrip  was 
produced  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  through  the 
UMCom  Division  of  Program  and 
Benevolence  Interpretation. 

Nelson  Price,  a  UMCom  staff  member 
no#  in  Nashville,  won  a  certificate  of 
merit  in  the  special  print  materials  for 
the  curriculum  series,  "Growing  With 
Television.” 

Donald  E.  Collier,  Evanston,  Ill.,  also  a 
UMCom  staff  member,  won  a  certificate 
of  merit  in  the  posters  and  flyers 


category  for  a  poster  promoting  the 
World  Service  program  of  the  church: 
"Giving  Starts  a  Chain  Reaction.” 

James  H.  Steele,  director  of  communi-’ 
cations  for  the  Indiana  Area,  won  a  certi¬ 
ficate  of  merit  in  the  news  story/series’ 
category  for  an  article  he  wrote  for  the’ 
Missouri  United  Methodist  Newspaper. 
On  the  debate  generated  by  the  ROTC  of¬ 
ferings  a  Central  Methodist  College. 


UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL 
Cross-Stitch  Bookmark  9x2vr 

Kit  contains: 

•  Aida  cloth  $3.00 

•  Graph 

•  Needle  (MN  residents 

•  Cotton  (loss  add  5%  tax) 

•  Instructions 

NANCY  DESIGNS  Bloomington.  K4n  55437 


OXFORD  WINTER  STUDY 

JANUARY  1-17,  1983 
Mansfield  Seminar  In  International 
Ministries  under  the  auspices  of 
Andover  Newton  and  Iliff 
Lecturers:  David  Jenkins,  Leeds  Univ. ;  Edward 
Robinson.  Oxford;  Lamin  Sanneh,  Aberdeen 
Univ.;  Margaret  Kane,  Industrial  Missioner; 
Canon  Peter  Berry,  Provost  &  Staff,  Coventry 
Cathedral;  Donald  Sykes,  Principal  Mansfield. 
Sites:  Oxford  Univ.;  Coventry  Cathedral  and 
city;  Kenilworth;  Warwick  Excursions: 
Bath,  Bristol.  Cambridge 
Academic  or  C.E.U.  credit  available  for 
further  information  write: 

Mansfield  Seminar.  D.  J.  Rudalevige 
210  Herrick  Rd.,  Newton.  Ma  02159 
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Campaign  supports  religious  rights 

Native  American  sacred  sites  among  areas  due  protection 


^•WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Church 
leaders,  Indian  representatives,  civil 
rights  and  civil  liberties  groups  an¬ 
nounced  the  start  here  of  a  campaign  to 
protect  the  religious  liberties  of  Native 
Atnericans  and  their  sacred  sites. 

’•Both  the  Constitution  and  congres¬ 
sional  mandates  protect  Indian  worship 
sites  and  their  traditional  religious  prac¬ 
tices,  Rep.  Don  Edwards  (D-Calif.)  said 
at  a  press  conference  launching  the  cam¬ 
paign.  Participating  agencies  include  the 
Aynerican  Civil  Liberties  Union  and 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legis¬ 
lation. 

;Mr,  Edwards,  who  chairs  the  House 
Jjidiciary  subcommittee  on  Civil  and 
Constitutional  Rights,  charged  that 
djjspite  those  legal  protections,  federal 
agencies  “continue  to  deny  Native 
Americans  access  to  religious  sites”  and 
“permit  the  destruction  or  com- 

Vulnerable 
poor’  aided 

^WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  An 
interfaith  campaign  to  “prevent  the 
infliction  of  additional  hardship”  on  the 
nation’s  poor  was  endorsed  in  late  April 
by  more  than  50  religious  leaders, 
including  eight  United  Methodists. 

Declaring  that  the  poor,  “the  most 
vulnerable  group  in  the  nation”  have 
“suffered  enough”  the  Protestant,  Roman 
(Jatholic  and  Jewish  leaders  voiced  their 
“.vigorous  opposition  to  all  public  policy 
proposals  that  would  inflict  additional 
hardship  on  America’s  needy  people. 

Goal  of  the  campaign,  according  to  its 
steering  committee,  is  to  “preserve  the 
integrity  of  federal  programs  such  as 
fpod  stamps,  Aid  to  Families  with 
Dependent  Children,  housing  subsidies 
for  low-income  families,  and  Medicaid.” 

The  Rev.  Paul  Kittlaus,  director  of  the 
Washington  office  of  the  United  Church 
qf  Christ  social  action  arm  who  chairs 
the  campaign’s  steering  committee,  says 
qitizens  are  being  urged  to  write  their 
Congressional  representatives  once  each 
week  during  the  current  session.  Also 
asked  is  recruitment  of  co-workers  within 
their  congregations,  formation  of  study 
groups  and  encouragement  to  other  civic 
groups  to  advocate  the  poor’s  cause. 

•  The  call  to  the  effort  asserts  that  the 
principal  reason  for  seeking  economic 
justice  for  the  poor  is  “our  love  for  and 
loyalty  to  God  and  our  deep  conviction 
that  God  .  .  .  loves  justice,  does  justice, 
demands  justice  and  is  glorified  in 
justice.” 

o  While  “persons  of  good  will  can  and  do 
differ  in  their  judgments  about  what  justice 
requires,”  the  statement  continues,  “we 
cannot  remain  silent .  .  .  when  the  moral 
stakes  before  the  nation  are  so  high  that 
silence  and  timidity  represent  a  betrayal. 
w“What  is  at  stake  for  the  poor  is 
whether  they  will  be  unjustly  compelled 
tp  bear  intolerable  burdens  for  us  all  or 
receive  their  due  as  human  beings  and 
companions  in  our  common  society. 
What  is  at  stake  for  Congress  is  whether 
it  will  remember  the  poor  and  secure 
tljeir  rights  or  ignore  their  plight  while 
attending  to  other  concerns. 

(/‘What  is  at  stake  for  the  non-poor 
American  people  is  whether  we  will 
demand  justice  for  the  needy  or  remain 
Passive  while  their  rights  and  well-being 
are  jeopardized.” 


mercialization  of  these  sites.” 

Indian  and  congressional  repre¬ 
sentatives  cited  these  examples  of 
federal  disregard  for  Native  American 
religious  rites: 

•  At  Rainbow  Bridge  in  southern  Utah, 
tourists  are  given  unrestricted  access  to 
Native  American  religious  sites.  They 
are  permitted  to  photograph  sacred  cere¬ 
monies  and  to  consume  alcoholic  bever¬ 
ages  at  sacred  locations. 

•  In  Tennessee,  the  Tennessee  Valley 
Authority  removed  and  arranged  for  the 
proper  reburial  of  hundreds  of  burial  re¬ 
mains  threatened  by  the  opening  of  the 
Tellico  Dam.  Yet  1,100  Indian  remains, 
many  of  them  recent  burials,  were 
“stored”  in  local  museums  as  “archaeo¬ 
logical  relics”  rather  than  returned  to 
their  tribe  for  reburial. 

•  Explorations  for  geothermal  energy 
in  the  mountains  of  New  Mexico  have 
denuded  forests  and  threatened  three 
Jemez  Pueblo  Indian  communities  along 
a  river  valley  used  for  religious  rites  with 
seasonal  flooding. 

•  Finally,  traditional  Indian  rites  in¬ 
volving  eagle  feathers  and  the  use  of 
peyote  have  been  severely  threatened  by 
endangered  species  and  drug  law 
enforcement.  Eagle  feathers  are  used  in 
prayer  rituals,  and  peyote  is  a  drug  used 
to  heighten  consciousness  in  worship. 

Members  of  the  new  coalition  for  In¬ 
dian  religious  freedom  say  that  at  the 
root  of  the  continued  violation  of  that 
freedom  is  a  misunderstanding  of  the 


Indian  world  view.  Gerald  Wilkinson, 
executive  director  of  the  National  Indian 
Youth  Council,  a  participating  group, 
and  a  member  of  the  governing  board  of 
the  Episcopal  Urban  Coalition,  described 
the  difference  between  Western  religions 
and  the  Indian  concept. 

“Indian  religion  is  unique  in  that  its 
sacred  places  do  not  exist  in  Jerusalem 
or  Rome  or  Mecca  or  any  other  place 
outside  this  country,”  he  said.  These 
religious  places  are  on  American  soil, 
and  in  many  cases,  consist  of  the  land 
itself,  he  explained. 

“These  sites  are  not  buildings  but 
rather  natural  sites  such  as  a  valley  or  a 
sandstone  arch  or  a  mountain ...  We  view 
the  destruction  of  these  churches  as  any 
Christian  would  view  the  destruction  of  his 
church  building  or  cathedral,”  he  added. 

Members  of  traditional  organized  reli¬ 
gions  in  America  have  often  looked  at  In¬ 
dians  as  a  “religious  people,”  Mr.  Wilkin¬ 
son  continued.  Actually,  “to  be  religious, 
a  person  must  have  a  notion  of  the  secular. 
Indians  do  not  separate  the  religious  and 
the  secular  into  separate  categories. 

Whole  world  is  sacred 

“The  Indian  world  is  rather  a  sacred 
world  where  everything  in  it  is  alive  and 
has  spiritual  meaning  ...  by  destroying 
our  religion,  you  are  destroying  our 
political,  social  and  cultural  insti¬ 
tutions,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  a 
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1  CORINTHIANS  9:24,25 


Biblical  advice  for  runners 

BOSTON — Two  runners  rest  on  the  grass  before  the  start  of  the  recent  Boston 
Marathon  near  a  church  sign  which  provides  biblical  advice  from  1 
Corinthians  9:24,25:  “Do  you  not  know  that  in  a  race  all  the  runners  run,  but  only  one 
gets  the  prize?  Run  in  such  a  way  as  to  get  the  prize. ..a  crown  that  will  last 
forever.” 


Dear  Deborah 

Pastor  ruffles  oldsters 


pear  Deborah: 

Just  read  your  letter  in  the  Reporter 
from  R.  L.  about  the  young  minister 
rocking  the  old  boat.  It  is  almost  the 
spme  letter  that  I  would  have  written, 
tyut  I  have  a  few  other  things  about  our 
ypung  minister.  He  came  to  our  church 
and  wanted  to  kick  out  the  old  members 
qnd  get  all  new  blood.  He  has  been  here 
sfiven  months  and  he  has  lied,  just 
ignored  the  old-timers  and  wouldn’t  talk 
to  them,  and  is  doing  things  on  his  own 
Without  going  through  any  of  the 
cpmmittees  and  appointing  members  to 
Committees  without  going  through  the 
nominating  committee.  Hoping  to  hear 
from  you  with  your  answer. 

Yours  truly, 

John  R. 

Pear  John: 

Most  ministers  feel  there  are  changes 
they  want  to  make  when  they  come  to  a 
new  church  and  that  the  best  (and 
sometimes  only)  time  to  make  them  is  in 
the  “honeymoon”  period  —  the  “let’s 
gjve  the  new  minister  a  chance”  time.  It, 
sounds  to  me,  however,  as  though  this 
young  minister  is  definitely  out  of  line  in 
more  ways  than  one  and  is  going  about 
change-making  with  a  mighty  heavy 
hand. 

r  You  do  not  say  what  the  “lies”  were, 
but  he  should  be  confronted  with  the 
facts.  Let  him  explain  himself. 


i  Poem  of  the  week 


BY  EDWARD  A.  GLOEGGLER 

When  the  living  water 
of  the  Holy  Spirit 
flows  thru  our  beings 
all  philosophies 
seem  as  castles  of  sand 
built  by  children 
too  near  the  surf 
of  an  incoming  tide. 


It  looks  as  though  you  are  going  to  have 
to  get  along  with  this  minister  for  some 
time.  Why  not  put  your  energy  at  work  to 
win  him  over  instead  of  bowl  him  out? 
Why  not  make  an  all-out  effort  to  get  to 
know  him  personally?  Take  him  to 
lunch!  It  may  be  that  he  can  learn  a  lot 
from  you  old  timers  —  and  you  may  learn 
even  more  from  him.  Good  luck  and  let 
me  know  how  things  turn  out. 

Dear  Deborah: 

At  what  point  do  inquiry  and  doubt 
become  negativism ?  Our  pastor  wants  to 
hear  only  good  news.  All  other  views  and 
questions  provoke  a  Sunday  sermon  on 
positive  thinking  and  the  evils  of 
negative  thinking. 

The  pastor  seems  to  think  that  saying 
wonderful,  wonderful,  wonderful,  makes 
it  so. 

H.P. 

DearH.  P.: 

To  me,  inquiry  and  doubt  are 
negativism  only  when  they  are  dishonest 
or  are  used  to  cover  up  and  hide  from 
truthful  answers.  As  to  your  pastor,  he  is 
one  of  many  positive  thinkers  at  large  in 
our  pulpits,  some  of  whom  carry  this 
attitude  to  an  extreme  —  as  your  pastor 
does. 

I  have  nothing  against  thinking 
positively  and  believe  that  in  the 
eschata logical  sense  all  Christians  must 
be  positive  thinkers;  that  is,  God 
triumphs,  Christ  triumphs  over  all. 
However,  as  we  wend  our  way  to  that 
final  triumph  there  are  many  things  in 
our  lives  that  need  dealing  with  that  are 
far  from  positive  thinking  or  anything 
that  “just  wonderful”  can  deal  with 
satisfactorily.  Jesus  dealt  with  men’s 
and  women’s  sin  straight  on:  “Sin  no 
more.”  Pastors,  preaching  in  His  name, 
are  called  to  do  likewise. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Write:  “Dear  Deborah,"  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 

Church  hotel 
put  to  work 
in  evacuation 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
Facilities  at  this  United  Methodist 
assembly  grounds  were  in  readiness  for 
the  arrival  of  the  denomination’s  Council 
of  Bishops  for  their  spring  meeting  April 
26-30.  But  five  days  before  the  first 
bishops  were  due  to  arrive,  the  Terrace 
Hotel  became  a  hospital  facility  and 
evacuation  center. 

“It  was  pure,  unadulterated  bedlam 
for  about  four  hours,”  said  Nita  Gordon, 
director  of  facilities  for  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  facility  west  of  Asheville, 
N.C.,  as  she  described  the  arrival  of  the 
unexpected  guests^ 

What  triggered  the  bedlam  was  an 
explosion  in  a  chemical  plant  in  nearby 
Hazelwood.  There  were  no  casualties  due 
to  the  explosion,  but  as  toxic  fumes  and 
smoke  from  the  ensuing  fire  began 
drifting  across  the  community,  fire  and 
community  officials  began  ordering 
evacuation  of  rest  homes  and  residences 
in  the  immediate  vicinity.  Among 
locations  they  contacted  as  possible 
evacuation  sites  was  Lake  Junaluska. 

The  explosion  occured  in  mid¬ 
afternoon  on  April  21,  and  by  7  p.m.  that 
evening  “there  were  ambulances  lined 
up  nearly  as  far  as  you  could  see”  in 
front  of  the  Terrace  Hotel,  Ms.  Gordon 
said.  They  were  bringing  the  rest  home 
evacuees.  The  top  two  floors  of  the  hotel 
were  converted  into  a  hospital  to  care  for 
the  rest  home  residents.  A  nurses  station 
was  set  up  in  the  hallway,  and  a  hotel 
staffer’s  portable  refrigerator  was 
converted  into  a  medical  storage  chest. 

Assembly  staffers  responded  quickly 
to  the  call  for  volunteers  to  help  care  for 
the  evacuees.  Off-duty  desk  clerks, 
maids  and  office  staff  helped  with  check 
in,  and  food  service  personnel  kept  the 
coffee  and  food  coming  from  the  kitchen 
virtually  all  night. 

“Everybody  pitched  in  to  help,”  said 
Ms.  Gordon.  In  addition  to  the  rest  home 
residents,  about  137  persons  were 
accommodated  at  the  hotel. 


Seneca  Indian  and  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  said 
“church  folks”  were  becoming  more 
sensitive  to  the  infringements  of  Indian 
religious  rights  and  were  willing  to  take 
legal  action  on  their  behalf. 

The  issue  of  Indians  requesting  selec¬ 
tive  access  to  religious  sites  on  federal 
land  or  under  federal  control  is  one  such 
issue  that  may  pose  a  problem  for  the 
courts.  But  Native  Americans  in  making 
such  requests  are  not  asking  for  rights 
not  already  granted  others,  Rep.  Ed¬ 
wards  said. 

He  cited,  for  example,  the  case  of 
Christ  (old  North)  Church  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  which  has  been  designated  a 
national  historical  site  and  is  operated  by 
the  U.S.  Park  Service,  but  whichjs  used 
exclusively^  one  congregation. 

Also,  the  Park  Service  owns  and 
operates  churches  at  many  national 
parks  for  the  convenience  of  visitors  such 
as  the  Shrine  of  the  Ages  Chapel  in  the 
Grand  Canyon  National  Park.  “It  is, 
therefore,  incongruous  for  the  Park 
Service  or  other  federal  agencies  to  deny 
Indians  access  to  sacred  sites  merely 
because  they  are  located  in  areas  now 
considered  public  lands,”  he  said. 

An  Indian  Religious  Freedom  Act  was 
passed  by  Congress  in  1978  reminding 
federal  agencies  of  their  role  in  such 
matters,  but  speakers  here  said  it  had 
not  been  observed.  Through  this  new 
campaign,  supporters  hope  to  awaken 
public  interest  in  the  issue  and  get  a  new 
Congressional  action. 

The  press  conference  in  Washington 
was  one  of  three  called  to  announce  the 
nationwide  campaign  for  American 
Indian  religious  freedom.  The  first  was 
in  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  at  an  Indian 
center  housed  in  a  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  complex. 
Another  was  in  New  York  City. 

Book  views 
women’s  role 
as  pastors 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Should  we 
seek  a  woman  as  our  next  pastor?  What 
if  she  is  married?  What  would  happen  if 
she  got  pregnant?  What  would  the  people 
of  this  community  think  if  our  church  had 
a  woman  pastor?  Does  God  really  call 
women  to  the  ministry?  Can  a  woman  do 
the  job? 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  questions 
that  come  up  repeatedly  when  a  congre¬ 
gation  is  contemplating  the  possibility  of 
a  woman  pastor,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Lyle  E.  Schaller  in  his  new  book,  “Women 
as  Pastors.” 

Dr.  Schaller  says  an  increasing 
number  of  congregations  will  be 
welcoming  their  first  woman  pastor 
during  the  1980s,  while  others  will  be 
greeting  their  second  or  third  female 
pastor. 

Published  by  Abingdon,  the  book-pub¬ 
lishing  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  “Women  as  Pastors”  is 
a  volume  of  essays  offering  real-life 
answers  to  some  of  the  questions  raised. 

“This  volume  has  been  planned  to 
encourage  congregations  to  include 
women  in  their  search  when  they  seek  a 
new  pastor,”  writes  Dr.  Schaller. 
“Pastoral  ministry,  like  many  other 
fields  of  endeavor,  is  one  in  which  the 
natural  talents,  gifts  and  characteristics 
of  women  will  enable  them  to  excel  over 
their  male  counterparts.” 

Women  as  Pastors  features  11  women 
who  are  experiencing  life  in  the  ministry. 
They  tell  how  it  happened  and  is  still 
happening  for  them  —  the  call  to 
ministry,  the  opposition,  the  successes, 
the  failures,  the  limitations  and  the  effect 
on  their  families. 

The  Rev.  Janet  Gifford-Thorne,  pastor 
of  Plumbrook  Baptist  Church  in  Sterling 
Heights,  Mich.,  writes:  “We  are  living 
through  times  of  a  great  awakening; 
within  women  to  their  God-given  talents, 
and  within  the  church  to  the  ministry  of 
women.  On  the  whole,  women  are  further 
along  in  the  discovery  of  their  talents 
than  the  church  is  in  allowing  the 
exercise  of  those  talents.” 

The  sentiments  of  all  11  ministers  are 
summarized  by  the  Rev.  Mary  Miller- 
Vikander,  associate  pastor  of  Faith 
Covenant  Church  in  Farmington  Hills, 
Mich. :  “As  parishioners  get  to  know  me, 
they  discover  I  am  like  any  other  pastor. 

I  study,  preach,  sing  hymns,  offer 
hospital  prayers,  shake  hands,  lead 
meetings,  make  calls  to  the  homebound, 
and  love  morning  worship. 

“I  am  also  just  like  any  other  woman.  I 
work  on  my  flower  garden,  love  to  go  out 
and  eat,  talk  to  my  cat,  value  Saturdays 
with  my  husband,  and,  as  the  saying 
goes,  put  my  pantyhose  on  one  leg  at  a 
time.  It  is  incredible  to  watch  people 
grow  into  friendship  with  me  and  into  the 
realization  that  I  am  a  whole  person.  It  is 
then  that  their  initial  apprehensions  and 
anxieties  dissipate.” 

Satellite  offered 

SHREVEPORT  (UMN)  -  The  founder 
of  Alternate  View  Network  (AVN)  has 
announced  the  availability  of  his  satellite 
uplink  system  free  of  charge  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  from  June  1- 
Dec.  31. 1982. 

Responding  to  questions  at  the  closing 
session  of  the  communications  clinic  con¬ 
ducted  April  20-21  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  Dr.  D. 
L.  Dykes  said,  “We  would  like  to  make 
this  facility  available  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  only  cost  would 
be  the  transponder  cost,  plus  the  $40 
per  hour  for  our  operator.” 
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This  red  sandstone  formation  on  the  Navajo  reservation  in  Arizona  is  typical  of  the 
kind  of  natural  setting  which  Native  Americans  consider  as  sacred  places.  They  seek, 
with  the  help  of  religious  and  civil  rights  groups  and  others,  to  protect  their  religious 
liberties  and  sacred  sites.  photo  by  roller 


Bicentennial  bells’  ringing 
may  start  this  summer 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  Special 
commemorative  bells  may  be  ringing  as 
early  as  this  summer  to  signal  the 
increasing  tempo  with  which  United 
Methodists  are  preparing  to  celebrate 
their  church’s  bicentennial  (and  that  of 
other  American  Methodist  bodies)  in 
1984. 

The  bell  that  has  been  designated  by 
the  United  Methodist  Bicentennial  Com¬ 
mittee  as  a  principal  bicentennial 
commemorative  is  the  Cokesbury  Bi¬ 
centennial  bell. 

To  date,  28  of  the  1,984  limited-edition 
bells  have  been  purchased  for  the 
symbolic  price  of  $1,984.  Each  bell  is 
assigned  a  number.  Bell  No.  1  has  been 
bought  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  as  has  bell  No.  1789, 
the  year  of  the  House’s  birth. 

History  of  Hymns 


God’s  love 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Love  divine,  all  loves  excelling, 

Joy  of  heaven,  to  earth  come  down ; 

Fix  in  us  thy  humble  dwelling; 

All  thy  faithful  mercies  crown. 

Jesus,  thou  art  all  compassion, 

Pure,  unbounded  love  thou  art; 

Visit  us  with  thy  salvation; 

Enter  every  trembling  heart. 

Few  hymns  dealt  with  the  idea  that 
God  is  love  when  this  hymn  was 
published  in  1747.  Charles  Wesley’s 
opening  line  declares  that  God’s  love 
exceeds  all  other  loves  that  we  know. 

The  hymn  was  a  welcomed  addition  to 
Wesleyan  hymn-singing,  for  it  mirrored 
the  preaching  of  both  John  and  Charles 
Wesley. 

Both  in  hymnic  meter  and  poetic 
expression,  Wesley  imitated  the  opening 
lines  of  John  Dryden’s  play  “King 
Arthur.” 

Fairest  Isle,  all  Isles  excelling 
Seats  of  Pleasures  and  of  Loves, 

Venus  here  will  choose  her  Swelling 
And  forsake  her  Cyprian  Groves. 
Favorite  words  of  Wesley  were  “all” 
and  “every,”  for  these  occur  ^like  a 
resounding  gong  or  drumbeat  through  all 


The  Council  of  Bishops  has  purchased 
as  its  own  Bicentennial  Bell  No.  1968,  the 
year  the  United  Methodist  Church  was 
born.  The  council  also  has  bought  10 
other  bells.  Nos.  2-11,  for  presentation  to 
various  United  Methodist  historic 
centers  such  as  John  Street,  St.  George’s 
and  Zoar  United  Methodist  Churches  (in 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
respectively). 

Other  bells  have  been  purchased  by 
local  churches,  annual  conferences, 
episcopal  areas,  colleges  and  general 
agencies. 

The  first  50  bells  were  scheduled  to 
leave  the  Netherlands,  where  they  are 
being  cast,  and  were  to  be  shipped  to  the 
I.  T.  Verdin  company,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
the  manufacturer,  for  mounting  and 
eventual  shipment  of  purchasers. 


is  greatest 

his  hymns.  The  Wesleys  preached  that 
Jesus  provides  salvation  for  all  persons 
—  for  everyone  —  not  just  a  select  few. 
Many  scriptural  allusions  are  in  these 
stanzas,  for  Wesley  was  highly  skilled  in 
putting  a  maximum  of  content  into  a 
minimum  of  poetic  lines. 

The  tune  most  frequently  sung  to  this 
text  was  composed  in  1870  by  John 
Zundel.  Born  in  Germany,  educated  in 
Russia,  Zundel  came  to  America  in  1847. 
Beginning  in  1850,  he  served  for  30  years 
as  organist  at  Henry  Ward  Beecher’s 
Plymouth  Congregational  Church  in 
Brooklyn. 

At  Plymouth  Church,  Zundel’s  organ 
playing  became  as  popular  as  Beecher’s 
preaching.  Crowds  thronged  to  the 
services,  so  great  was  the  reputation  of 
the  church  for  great  preaching,  skillful 
organ  playing,  and  thrilling  congre¬ 
gational  singing. 

While  Zundel  wrote  a  number  of  hymn 
tunes,  only  this  one  survives  in  our 
hymnals.  It  is  variously  named  “Love 
Divine,”  or  “Beecher,”  or  “Zundel.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN  : 

"Faith  Of  Our  Fathers” 


Journalist  tells  conference 


ecumenism  not  priority 


GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.  (UMNS)  -  In 
the  midst  of  an  ecumenical  conference  on 
Christian  unity  here  April  19-22,  United 
Methodists  were  told  that  ecumenism  is 
not  a  top  priority  in  their  denomination. 

“When  choices  have  to  be  made,  time, 
money  and  resources  for  ecumenism 
tend  to  lose  out  to  denominational  and 
congregational  causes,”  Jean  Caffey 
Lyles  told  about  70  United  Methodists. 

Ms.  Lyles,  associate  editor  of  the 
Christian  Century,  spoke  at  a  United 
Methodist  luncheon  during  the  National 
Christian  Unity  Workshop.  She  wrote  the 
recently  published  a  book,  “A  Practical 
Vision  of  Christian  Unity,”  a  study  of 
United  Methodist  attitudes  toward  ecu¬ 
menism. 

Looking  to  the  future,  Ms.  Lyles  said 
inflation  and  budget  crunches  could  work 
for  or  against  the  ecumenical  movement. 
A  financial  pinch  could  prompt 
denominations  to  do  more  work  jointly, 
or  could  cause  “a  turning  inward  .  .  . 
(and)  preserving  budgets  for  con¬ 
gregational  and  denominational 
survival,”  she  said. 

On  the  hopeful  side,  Ms.  Lyles  said  she 
found  openness  and  “a  genuine 
yearning”  for  Christian  unity  among 
United  Methodist  laity. 

“For  many  there  is  a  real  sense  of 
excitement  when  they  see  barriers  being 
broken  down  —  particularly  where  great 
distances  are  bridged. ..(such  as) 


between  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestants,”  she  added. 

Ms.  Lyles  noted  that  pastors  are  the 
single  most  important  influence  for 
ecumenical  activity.  “When  you  find  a 
church  really  turned  on  about  Christian 
unity,  you  usually  find  a  pastor  for  whom 
that  is  a  priority,”  she  stated. 

Though  she  found  interest  high  at  the 
local  level,  the  journalist  said,  “the  large 
majority  of  United  Methodists  do  not 
seem  interested  in  organic  union  with 
other  Christian  bodies. 

“Efforts  toward  that  end  remain  the 
enthusiasm  of  a  small  band  of  the 
committed,”  Ms.  Lyles  said.  She  also 
noted  that  few  local  church  members 
were  aware  of  what  was  going  on  in  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU). 

Luncheon  participants  also  heard  the 
results  of  a  five-year  United  Methodist- 
Roman  Catholic  dialogue  on  the 
Eucharist  from  the  Rev.  Robert  Huston 
of  New  York,  general  secretary  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns.  Dr.  Huston  said  the  two  groups 
found  “an  understanding  of  each  other 
that  had  not  existed  before.” 

More  than  440  persons,  representing  16 
denominations,  attended  the  National 
Christian  Unity  Workshop.  The  four-day 
event  included  worship,  seminars  and 
denominational  meetings. 
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Methodist  Children’s  Home  News 


Holt  Center 
Gets  Addition 


Addition  to  activity  center  will  be  adjacent  to  pool  area. 


Nelkin  New 
Activities  Director 


i  Editor’s  Note 
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Terrel  J.  DeVille,  Executive  Director 
Doug  Williams,  Jr.,  Editor 


Students  Benefit  From 
Cooperative  Program 


Construction  is  underway  on  an 
approximate  2,000  square  feet  project  for 
Holt  Activities  Center.  The  work  includes 
renovation  and  enlargement  of  the 
kitchen  along  with  the  addition  of  a  large 
flexible  dining  area. 

Holt  Center,  built  in  1974,  contains 
several  rooms  for  recreational  and  social 
activities  as  well  as  a  gymnasium  and 
outdoor  swimming  pool.  The  new 
construction  is  intended  to  provide  better 
utilization  of  the  facilities  on  a  daily  basis 
besides  providing  more  room  for 
occasional  large  group  activities. 

The  focus  of  the  addition  is  a  large 
dining  area  that  will  feature  some  fixed 
seating  along  with  plenty  of  space  for 
extra  seating  when  needed  to 
accommodate  large  group  meals  such  as 
seasonal  banquets.  This  area  will  be 
paneled  with  stained  cypress  to  create  a 
warm  and  comfortable  atmosphere  for 
dining  or  lounging.  This  room  will  be 
used  frequently  for  recreational  and 
leisure  activities,  as  well  as  for  eating 
purposes. 

Adjacent  to  the  dining  area  will  be  the 


In  1981  the  story  of  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  was  carried  from  one 
end  of  the  state  to  the  other.  From  Lake 
Providence  in  the  northeast  corner,  to 
DeRidder  in  the  southwest,  MCH  staff 
members  spoke  before  UMW  groups, 
youth  groups,  and  Sunday  morning 
worship  services.  In  addition,  there  were 
engagements  before  civic  organizations 
and  tours  of  the  agency  by  visiting 
groups  as  nearby  as  Jonesboro  and  as  far 
away  as  Sulphur. 

In  their  travels  MCH  staff  visited  cities 
like  New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge, 
Shreveport,  and  smaller  places  like 
Harrisonburg,  Rosedale.  and  Center 
Point.  One  staff  member  accompanied 
the  pastor  of  the  Kinder-Oberlin-Basile 
churches  on  his  typical  Sunday  morning 
round.  No  church  or  church  group  is  too 
far,  too  small,  or  even  too  large  to  be 
denied  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the 
MCH  message  firsthand. 

As  of  April  23, 1982  eleven  churches  had 
included  a  speaker  from  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  on  this  year’s  program 
calendar.  It  looks  as  though  1982  will  be 
as  good  as  1981  in  terms  of  the 
opportunities  available  to  spread  the 
news  about  MCH’s  ministry. 

Two  Lake  Charles  churches,  Oak  Park 
and  University,  utilized  MCH  staff  in 
their  mission  emphasis  programs  in 
February.  Winnsboro  United  Methodist 
Church  had  an  MCH  representative  at 
their  missions  weekend  in  March  while 
Live  Oak  Church  near  Baton  Rouge  will 
be  doing  the  same  in  May.  Both  MCH 
Executive  Director,  Terrel  DeVille,  and 
MCH  Chaplain-Public  Relations 
Director,  Doug  Williams,  were  involved 
in  the  conference-wide  mission 
saturation  event  March  27th-April  1st. 
DeVille  served  as  conference  mission 
interpreter  for  the  Alexandria  District 
while  Williams  served  as  interpreter  in 
the  Shreveport  District. 

Mission  Festivals  (or  Mission 
weekends)  are  becoming  increasingly 
popular  as  a  way  of  introducing  local 
congregations  to  the  work  of  their  church 
outside  their  own  community.  Two  New 
Orleans  area  churches,  Kenner  and 
Munholland,  combined  their  efforts  and 
sponsored  a  cooperative  mission 
weekend  in  October  of  last  year.  This 
event  proved  highly  successful  for  both 
churches. 

The  UMW  of  Zachary  church  has 
already  scheduled  a  speaker  for  their 
September  meeting.  Now  is  not  too  early 
to  begin  thinking  about  a  speaker  to  meet 
your  program  needs.  Every  summer 
MCH  must  turn  down  Sunday  speaking 
engagements  because  of  the  large 
number  of  pastors  and  churches  who 


renovated  kitchen  facilities.  This  area 
will  be  twice  the  size  of  the  present 
kitchen  and  will  include  commercial 
style  appliances  and  furnishings.  There 
will  be  a  convenient  food  serving  area 
which  can  accommodate  large  events  as 
well  as  serving  the  needs  of  the  two 
campus  classrooms  that  will  be  eating 
the  noon  meal  in  the  facility. 

The  new  office  for  the  recreational 
activities  director  will  be  located  so  that 
it  has  access  to  the  dining  area, 
gymnasium,  and  the  swimmirig  pool.  It 
will  contain  ample  storage  space  for 
recreational  equipment,  as  well  as 
adequate  work  space  for  the  director  who 
can  oversee  a  variety  of  activities  at  one 
time. 

Architects  for  the  project  are  Wells 
and  Parker  of  Monroe  while  the  general 
contractor  is  Lamar  Moore.  Cost  for  the 
project  including  all  furnishings  will  be 
approximately  $150,000.  Completion  of 
work  is  scheduled  for  early  summer  so 
that  the  new  facilities  can  be  utilized 
during  the  center’s  busiest  season. 


wait  until  June,  July  and  August  to  make 
their  requests.  If  your  church  or 
community  organization  is  considering 
the  possibility  of  a  program  concerning 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  you  would  be 
wise  to  contact  the  MCH  office  now  or  in 
the  immediate  future. 

Exercise 

MachineNeeded 

With  renovation  of  the  facilities  in  Holt 
Activities  Center  the  opportunity  has 
arisen  for  the  installation  of  an  important 
piece  of  equipment  to  promote  fitness  of 
children  and  youth  in  the  MCH  program. 
This  equipment  is  a  multi-use  exercise 
machine  that  operates  on  the  principle  of 
hydraulics  instead  of  metal  weights. 

Recreational  Director  Jeff  Nelkin 
reports  that  the  hydraulic  unit  is 
adjustable  to  the  various  strengths  of  all 
ages  and  sizes  of  persons.  Therefore, 
each  person  can  exercise  to  his  or  her  full 
capacity  while  avoiding  the  dangerous 
tendency  to  overload  one’s  strength 
abilities.  This  prevents  the  common 
injuries  that  can  occur  while  using  loose 
weights. 

Another  advantage  of  this  machine  is 
that  it  is  designed  to  be  used  by  several 
persons  at  one  time.  For  example,  one 
person  can  be  exercising  leg  muscles 
while  another  is  exercising  the  chest  or 
shoulders  and  yet  another  person  is  doing 
work  with  the  arms.  This  provides  a 
maximum  use  of  the  equipment. 

The  cost  of  the  machine  MCH  desires 
to  purchase  is  $5,200.  It  is  hoped  that 
persons  wishing  to  help  assume  this  cost 
will  contact  the  MCH  office  within  the 
next  few  weeks.  Nelkin  would  like  to  be 
able  to  have  the  machine  installed  for  the 
summer  recreational  program. 

Don  t  Throw 
That  Bike  A  way 

If  you  have  a  bicycle  in  good  condition 
but  are  not  using  it,  why  not  consider 
giving  it  to  us?  We  are  in  need  of  many 
good  bikes  suitable  for  older  children  (8- 
12)  and  teenagers. 

If  you  are  worried  about 
transportation,  just  give  us  a  call.  We 
have  staff  members  traveling 
throughout  the  state  during  most  of  the 
year.  We’ve  transported  bikes  from  as 
far  as  New  Orleans  before  and  we  won’t 
mind  doing  it  again. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  has  a  new 
director  of  recreational  activities  in  the 
person  of  Jeff  Nelkin,  who  began  his 
duties  January  1.  Nelkin  arrived  just  in 
time  to  stay  quite  busy  providing 
recreational  diversions  for  MCH 
residents  during  the  four  days  they  were 
out  of  public  school  due  to  ice  and  snow. 

Nelkin  grew  up  in  Natchitoches  where 
he  graduated  from  Natchitoches  High  in 
1970.  Because  of  his  interest  in  aquatic 
sports  he  joined  the  U.S.  Navy.  During 
his  eight  years  with  the  Navy  he  spent 
two  years  in  active  duty  in  Vietnam,  two 
years  in  Italy,  and .  three  in  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas. 

After  leaving  the  service,  Nelkin 
attended  Northwestern  State  University 
in  Natchitoches,  where  he  received  a 

B.S.  degree  in  recreation  last  May.  He 
now  plans  to  pursue  a  master’s  degree  in 
human  relations  supervision  with  a 
recreation  emphasis  at  Louisiana  Tech 
while  working  at  MCH. 

Nelkin  is  an  avid  swimmer,  scuba 
diver,  and  springboard  diver  as  well  as 
being  a  canoeing  enthusiast.  He  hopes  to 
interest  some  of  the  MCH  residents  in 
water  sports. 

Jeff  and  his  wife  Cyndi  have  two  chil¬ 
dren;  a  daughter  Toni,  6  and  a  son 
Matthew,  2.  They  were  active  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Natchitoches 
and  are  eager  to  get  settled  in  the  Ruston 
community. 

Welcome,  Jeff.  We  are  glad  to  have  you 
with  us. 


Religious 

Program 

Explained 

A  commonly  asked  question  about  the 
MCH  program  concerns  our  religious 
policy  and  requirements  for  residents. 
The  following  statements  from  the  MCH 
Staff  Manual  should  answer  most 
questions. 

“Methodist  Children’s  Home 
recognizes  the  necessity  of  ministering  to 
the  total  person.  In  keeping  with  this 
philosophy  the  agency  gives  attention  to 
the  spiritual  needs  of  its  clients  along 
with  their  physical,  emotional,  social, 
and  other  needs.  The  providing  of  a 
Christian  atmosphere  as  well  as  religious 
training  and  opportunities  has  always 
been  and  continues  to  be  a  vital  part  of 
this  agency’s  program.  A  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  appointed  to  MCH  works 
with  the  agency’s  administration  and 
personnel  to  see  its  role  as  a  Christian 
ministry  and  to  provide  Christian 
nurturing  for  those  in  its  care. 

The  following  services  are  provided  all 
children  and  youth  in  our  care. 

A.  Sunday  morning  worship  is  offered 
through  cooperation  with  local  churches. 
All  residents  (whether  classified  as 
residential,  emergency,  or  evaluation) 
are  required  to  attend.  Child  care  and 
supervisory  personnel  are  required  to 
attend  along  with  residents  on  those 
Sundays  that  they  are  on  duty.  Worship  is 
usually  attended  at  United  Methodist 
Churches.  However,  special 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  those 
children  in  residential  care  who  wish  to 
attend  a  church  of  another  denomination 
in  which  they  were  active  before 
placement  at  MCH,  and  when  it  is 
determined  that  such  special 
arrangements  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
child’s  overall  welfare. 

B.  Religious  education  classes  are 
held  once  a  week  except  for  vacation  and 
holiday  periods.  Attendance  at  these 
classes  is  required  for  all  children  and 
youth  in  residential  group  care.  Child 
care  staff  on  duty  during  the  religious 
education  period  are  expected  to  attend 
the  program  and  provide  supervision  for 
those  in  attendance  from  their  house 
group. 

Instruction  for  the  classes  is  provided 
by  volunteers  from  within  the  agency 
and  from  the  community.  While  United 
Methodist  curriculum  resources  are 
often  utilized  the  classes  are  conducted 
from  a  perspective  that  is  basically  non- 
denominational. 

C.  Special  chapel  programs  and 
seasonal  worship  celebrations  are  held 
from  time  to  time.  Attendance  at  these 
events  is  generally  required  of  all 
residents  and  child  care  personnel  on 
duty. 

D.  The  agency’s  minister  is  available 
to  children  and  staff  for  counseling 
opportunities. 

E  Events  at  area  churches  are 
sometimes  made  available  to  those 
residents  interested  and  eligible  to 
attend.” 

Hopefully  this  information  makes 
clear  that  religious  and  spiritual  needs 
are  given  serious  consideration  at  MCH. 
Any  questions  about  this  or  any  other 
area  of  our  program  are  sincerely 
welcomed. 


Whether  it's  providing  tips  on 
improving  one’s  basketball  shooting  or 
simply  visiting  with  one  of  the  residents, 
Jeff  Nelkin  finds  plenty  to  keep  him  busy 
as  Activities  Director. 

Vacations? 

It  soon  will  be  time  for  most  families  to 
begin  planning  their  summer  vacation,  if 
they  have  not  already  begun  to  do  so. 
Unfortunately,  the  house  groups  at  MCH 
will  be  making  no  such  plans  again  this 
year.  In  past  years  various  donors  made 
summer  vacations  available  to  our  entire 
campus  population.  However,  due  to  the 
increasing  costs  of  gasoline,  food,  and 
other  travel  expenses  the  residents  of 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  have  not 
enjoyed  a  vacation  together  for  several 
years. 

It  is  the  hope  of  our  administration  that 
we  will  be  able  to  provide  each  of  our  six 
residential  house  groups  with  funds 
sufficient  for  some  type  of  summer 
vacation  experience.  If  you  would  like  to 
help  us  achieve  this  goal,  we  would 
appreciate  whatever  you  could  do. 

Perhaps  an  individual,  a  church  school 
class,  or  other  church-related  group 
would  be  willing  to  assume  part  or  all  of 
the  cost  of  a  five-day  vacation  for  one  of 
our  children’s  houses.  For  the  past  two 
summers  a  local  business  has  generously 
made  a  beach  house  on  Grande  Isle 
available  to  a  small  group  of  our  kids. 
However,  we  need  similar  offers  from 
other  groups  if  we  are  going  to  be  able  to 
provide  a  vacation  for  all  of  our 
residents. 

Not  everyone  has  a  beach  house  or  a 
cabin  in  the  mountains.  However, 
several  individuals  or  groups  working 
together  could  donate  the  financial 
resources  needed  to  provide 
transportation  and  lodging  for  a  group  of 
approximately  10  children  and  2  staff 
members  at  a  state  park  or  similar 
resort  area. 

Methodist  Children’s  Home,  while  not 
seeking  to  replace  a  child’s  family,  still 
seeks  to  provide  an  atmosphere  as 
similar  to  a  typical  healthy  family  as 
possible.  And  what  can  be  a  more 
pleasant  family  activity  than  a  vacation 
together?  Staff  and  children  have  the 
opportunity  to  relax  and  see  each  other  in 
a  different  light  than  they  usually  do  at 
work.  And  there’s  no  better  therapy  for 
anyone,  young  or  old,  than  a  chance  to 
get  away  from  the  routine  of  everyday 
existence. 

If  you  are  interested  in  contributing  to 
the  1982  MCH  vacation  fund,  please  write 
or  call  the  office.  The  phone  is  (318)  255- 
5020  and  the  address  is  P.O.  Box  929, 
Ruston,  LA  71270. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  and 
Lincoln  Parish  Schools  joined  hands  four 
years  ago  to  tackle  a  pressing 
educational  need,  and  scores  of  students 
have  been  the  beneficiaries  of  this  effort. 
Many  young  people  who  could  not  have 
succeeded  in  the  average  school 
classroom  have  been  able  to  learn  in  the 
special  environment  provided  by  the 
public  classroom  located  on  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  campus. 

Ruston  High  School  faculty  member, 
Robert  Parrott,  who  is  the  class  teacher 
described  his  situation  as  being  the  old 
fashioned  one  room  school  with 
modifications  necessary  to 
accommodate  adolescents  with  special 
learning  needs.  The  students  of  this  one 
room  school  enjoy  the  same  benefits  of 
all  the  modem  education  materials  and 
methods  that  are  used  in  classrooms 
throughout  Lincoln  Parish.  The  only 
difference  in  this  program  is  that  it  is 
geared  for  a  minimum  of  8  and  a 
maximum  of  12  students  who  would  have 
extreme  difficulty  functioning  in  the 
regular  public  school  program  at  the 
present  time. 

The  classroom  falls  under  the  parish’s 
special  education  program  and  guidelines 
established  by  federal  and  state  laws. 
These  laws  mandate  that  all  students 
shall  have  the  best  education  available 
to  them  in  the  least  restrictive  environ¬ 
ment. 

The  classroom  is  self-contained  with 
each  student  pursuing  his  or  her  own 
academic  program  at  a  rate  that  is 
appropriate  for  him.  Mr.  Parrott  has  the 
responsibility  for  developing  an 
individual  educational  program  for  each 
class  member.  The  program  sets  up 
certain  goals  to  be  obtained  by  the 
student  with  the  objective  often  being  for 
the  student  to  re-enter  a  regular 
classroom  setting  at  a  future  date.  In  the 
meantime  each  student  receives  full 


credit  for  all  work  completed  in  this 
class. 

The  classroom  is  under  the  direction  of 
teacher,  Robert  Parrott,  and  educational 
aide,  Joan  Frazier.  Parrott  is  certified 
for  both  elementary  and  secondary 
special  education  as  well  as  most 
secondary  subjects.  Salaries  for  the 
personnel  and  cost  of  materials  are  paid 
by  Lincoln  Parish  Schools  while  MCH 
furnishes  use  of  the  facility  and  a  noon 
meal  for  the  students.  In  addition  MCH 
provides  supervised  physical  education 
under  the  direction  of  the  agency’s 
recreational  director. 

Enrollment  in  the  class  is  open  to  any 
student  within  Lincoln  Parish  Schools 
who  by  a  process  of  referral  and 
evaluation  is  determined  to  function  best 
in  this  closely  supervised  and  highly 
individualized  setting.  This  year  as  in 
past  years  a  majority  of  the  students  are 
residents  of  MCH. 

Parrott  is  well  pleased  with  the  success 
of  the  program.  He  believes  that  a 
majority  of  the  students  have  been  able 
to  reach  a  higher  degree  of  educational 
attainment  than  would  have  been 
possible  if  they  were  in  regular 
classrooms.  In  past  a  large  number  of 
them  could  not  have  remained  enrolled 
in  the  typical  classroom  setting.  This 
class  has  been  able  to  provide  students 
with  an  opportunity  that  many  of  them 
would  not  have  had  without  the  existence 
of  the  program. 

MCH  staff  members  agree  with 
Parrott’s  assessment.  They  also  give 
him  and  his  aides  credit  for  enabling 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  to  serve 
children  and  youth  that  the  agency  would 
otherwise  be  unable  to  serve.  MCH  takes 
this  opportunity  to  thank  Robert  Parrott, 
Joan  Frazier,  and  Lincoln  Parish  Schools 
for  their  part  in  such  an  important 
service  to  these  young  people. 


Teacher  Robert  Parrott  checks  student’s  work. 
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Oliphint ,  Calvin  to  preach 


services  at  conference 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  and  the  Rev. 
George  Calvin  Sr.  will  be  the  speakers 
for  services  conducted  at  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport,  June  7-10. 
Bishop  Oliphint  will  preach  at  all 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 


evening  services  and  Calvin  will  preach 
at  the  Service  of  Commemoration  and 
Holy  Communion. 

Of  the  services  Bishop  Oliphint  will  be 
preaching,  one  will  be  the  Service  of 


The  Rev.  George  Calvin 


Worship  and  the  Order  of  Consecration  of 
Diaconal  Ministers. 

During  the  Monday  evning  service 
Bishop  Oliphint  will  do  a  sermon  in 
dialogue  with  Dr.  Thomas  Matheny  of 
Hammond  on  “The  Christian  Witness.” 
Dr.  Matheny  will  be  recognized  for  his 
years  of  service  as  conference  lay  leader. 

Bishop  Oliphint  is  the  bishop  of  the 
Kansas  Area  but  was  raised  and 
educated  in  Louisiana. 

A  graduate  of  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Bishop  Oliphint  also  attended 
Centenary  College  and  received  a  Ph.  D. 
degree  from  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

While  in  Louisiana,  Bishop  Oliphint 
started  two  new  suburban  congregations, 
in  New  Orleans  and  Monroe.  He  also 
served  First  Church  of  Alexandria, 
William  B.  Reilly  Memorial  at  Louisiana 
State  University  in  Baton  Rouge. 

In  Texas,  he  served  the  First  Church  of 
Dallas  for  eight  years,  with  a  large  staff 
and  a  membership  of  5,500. 

Bishop  Oliphint  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Education  for  eight 
years  and  has  served  four  years  on  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  He  was  also 
chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Education  and  leader  of  the 
Louisiana  delegation  to  General 
Conference  three  times. 


Bishop  Oliphint  is  married  to  Nancy 
Kelley  of  Alexandria  and  they  have  four 
children. 

The  Rev.  Calvin  will  preach  the  service 
honoring  the  ministers  and  spouses  who 
have  died  during  the  year 

Families  have  been  invited  as  special 
guest  for  the  service  at  3  p.m.,  June  7  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport. 

Those  ministers  honored  will  be  the 
reverends  Frank  C.  Collins,  George  W 
Harkins,  Edward  A.  Kennedy  Jr., 
Douglas  T.  Williams  Sr.,  Lawson  A. 
Williams,  Willie  H.  Willis  and  John  F. 
Wilson  and  Edgar  D.  Smith. 

The  ministers  spouses  who  will  be 
honored  are  Evelyn  Aldridege,  Elah 
Bodie,  Lou  Ellen  Brown,  Ruth  Carter, 
Billie  Robinson  and  Iola  Southall. 

Calvin  is  pastor  of  the  Camphor 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

A  graduate  of  Southern  University, 
Calvin  holds  a  master  of  divinity  from 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.  and  a  master’s  degree  from 
Southern. 

Calvin  is  chairman  of  the  Conference 
Committee  for  the  Minority  Local 
Church  and  has  served  as  campus 
minister  at  Gramnling  State  University. 

Calvin  is  married  to  Mae  Grayes  and 
they  have  three  children. 


Grants 


$34,805  received  for  minority  programs 


Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  director  of  Special  Ministries 
and  chairman  of  the  Conference  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Task  Force,  announced  the  awarding  of  grants 
to  ethnic  minority  program  in  the  amount  of  $34,805. 

These  grants  included  a  $15,000  special  gift  to  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Task  Force  by  an 
anonymous  contributor. 

The  grants  are  awarded  from  funds  received  through 
the  Missional  Priority  Apportionments  paid  by  local 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  during 
1981.  Thirty  percent  of  all  money  paid  to  this  fund  by 
conference  churches  was  retained  for  use  in  the 
Conference  ethnic  minority  projects. 

Two  churches  will  receive  a  total  of  $14,000  to  assist 
in  church  renovation  programs  badly  needed  to 
improve  existing  conditions. 

A  bi-district  project  in  Church  School  Enrichment, 
sponsored  by  the  Conference  Board  of  Diaconal 


Ministries  through  the  Division  of  Diaconal  Ministries 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  will  receive  $3,000  to  help  with  the 
employment  of  a  director  to  work  with  five  selected 
churches  within  each  of  the  New  Orleans  districts  for 
one  year  in  the  area  of  Christian  Education. 

The  Spanish  Congregation  in  New  Orleans  received 
$2,000  to  conduct  a  week  of  evangelism  including 
workshops  and  visitation  programs  during  the  Lenten 
season  when  Dr.  Josafat  Curti  of  the  National  Division 
was  the  guest  preacher. 

The  Native  American  Community  Center  at  Dulac 
was  awarded  $3,000  to  help  strengthen  its  emphasis 
and  develop  an  ongoing  program  that  reaches  many  in 
the  Native  American  community. 

Three  special  programs  were  given  $3,000  each. 
They  were  Metropolitan  Ministries  of  the  Shreveport 
District,  the  Ethnic  Minority  Leadership  Convocation 
scheduled  for  late  August  and  the  Ethnic  Minority 


Church  Careers  Event  being  planned  for  the  fall. 

Mount  Zion  Church,  New  Orleans,  is  to  receive  $2,227 
in  the  interest  of  helping  to  provide  salary,  etc.  for  an 
Iliff  seminary  student  who  will  serve  as  an  intern 
during  the  1982-1983  school  year. 

A  grant  of  $350  will  help  make  it  possible  for  one 
ethnic  minority  adult  youth  worker  to  attend  the 
National  Forum  on  Youth  Ministries  to  be  held  at  Estes 
Park,  Colo.,  in  the  fall  of  1982. 

Five  seminary  students  attending  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  and  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
were  granted  $1,200  to  give  financial  assistance  in  the 
area  of  scholarships. 

The  Ethnic  Minority  Task  Force  is  very  appreciative 
of  the  clear  demonstration  of  what  can  be  done  when 
many  congregations  work  together.  The  Task  Force 
will  meet  Monday,  June  7,  at  11  a.m.  at  Centenary 
College  to  look  at  where  they  are  in  the  Missional 
Priority  emphasis  for  the  year. 


Mt.  Sequoyah  offers  programs 
at  Arkansas  Mountain  Assembly 


Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly,  overlooking 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  is  a  favorite  spot  for 
travelers  in  search  of  experiences  that 
are  meaningful  and  lasting. 

In  the  setting  of  this  United  Methodist 
agency  related  to  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  a  number  of  opportunities 
are  offered  each  year  for  religious 
training,  as  well  as  personal  spiritual 
development  and  pleasure. 

It  is  felt  that  many  of  our  Louisiana 
Conference  Lay  persons  have  visited  Mt. 


Sequoyah  and  might  wish  to  go  again.  Or, 
they  may  wish  to  encourage  others  who 
would  consider  attending  one  of  the 
meetings. 

During  1982,  several  activities  have 
been  scheduled  for  retirees.  Others, 
would  always  be  welcome. 

Already  this  season,  April  19-22,  there 
was  Dogwood  Time,  a  retreat. 

Soon  to  come,  June  6-10,  is  the  Mt. 


Sequoyah  Conference  on  The  Christian 
World  Mission,  an  ecumenical  meeting 

An  old-fashioned  Camp  Meeting  Time 
is  set  for  July  19-22. 

In  October  three  meetings  are  planned 
especially  for  retirees,  such  as  a 
Mountain  Top  Retreat  October  4-7,  “The 
Best  is  Yet  to  Be"  on  October  11-14  and 
‘  ‘Autumn  Time”  on  October  18-22. 

Bishop’s  Week  will  be  held  June  14-17, 
a  high  time  of  spiritual  fellowship  and 


great  preaching.  Everyone  is  welcome 
and  ministers  in  a  special  way  are 
encouraged  to  be  at  Mt.  Sequoyah. 

Persons  interested  in  attending  an  event 
at  Mt.  Sequoyah  may  write  Mt.  Sequoyah 
Assembly,  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  72701.  For 
more  detailed  information,  such  as 
expenses  for  room,  cafeteria,  and 
insurance  average  about  $21  per  day  per 
person,  with  children  under  12  for  half 
price. 


Koelemays  honored  by  Pendleton  Hospital 


The  Rev.  John  Koelemay 


On  April  28,  the  Rev.  John  B. 
Koelemay,  chaplain  and  director  of 
Development  of  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital,  was  honored,  with 
his  wife  Helen,  at  the  consecration  of  the 
Hospital  chapel  as  the  Koelemay  Chapel 
in  their  honor. 

The  entire  day  was  designated 
“Koelemay  Day”  to  recognize 
Koelemay’s  approaching  retirement 
after  almost  20  years  of  involvement  with 
the  Hospital. 

Banners  were  hung  on  the  outside  signs 
and  in  the  lobby. 

Almost  400  people  joined  the 


Koelemays  at  a  reception  in  their  honor. 
The  day  culminated  in  a  sit-down  dinner 
for  70  people  including  members  of  the 
Hospital’s  Board  of  Directors. 

Koelemay  was  one  of  the  Hospital 
founders,  and  has  been  associated  with 
development  and  served  in  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  18  years.  He  has  betn 
Chaplain  for  over  14  years. 

Helen  has  served  as  an  Auxiliary 
member  and  landscape  artist  for  the  19- 
acre  hospital  campus. 

A  native  of  Nederland,  Texas,  and  a 
graduate  of  Centenary  College, 
Koelemay  has  served  pastorates  in 


Texas  and  Many,  Shrevep™  t  and 
Gentilly  before  assuming  his  present 
post. 
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Doyline  choirs 
keep  singing 


The  Doyline  United  Methodist  Church  has  a  very  active 
music  program.  The  Adult  Choir,  directed  by  Mary  Stone, 
consists  of  16  members  and  sings  at  almost  every  morning 
service.  In  addition,  the  choir  presents  two  special  one-hour 
programs  during  Christmas  and  the  Spring,  each  program  well 
attended  by  the  entire  community. 

The  piano,  organ  team  of  Melanie  Mosley  and  Mary  Stone 
provide  the  instrumental  music.  Also,  violinist  Lucile  Hansofrs, 
often  plays  the  prelude  and  performs  with  the  programs. 

In  addition  to  the  Adult  Choir,  Doyline  has  a  15-member 
Youth  Choir,  directed  by  Judy  Bazer.  The  group  performs 
about  once  a  month  and  with  the  adults  for  the  special 
programs,  plus  doing  musicals  on  their  own. 

Bazer,  together  with  her  husband  David,  have  performed  at 
several  area  churches,  including  two  performances  at  the 

Doyline  church.  _ _  _ 

The  Rev.  Austin  Smith  is  pastor  of  the  Doyline  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


Covenant  UMW 
strong,  growing 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant 
in  Lafayette  are  growing  and  being  very  active  in  the  church. 

In  a  little  over  a  year  and  a  half,  the  group  has  grown  from  20 
to  62  members,  with  three  circles. 

Aside  from  the  rapid  growth,  they  have  had  a  commercial 
dishwasher  put  in  the  church  kitchen  and  all  new  cabinets  and 
stage  in  the  kitchen  as  well. 

The  addition  of  a  new  ice  maker  was  added  to  the  acquisition 
of  a  trash  compactor,  both  made  possible  by  the  UMW. 

To  raise  money  for  the  projects,  the  group  had  two  successful 
Taste  Treats. 

The  UMW  are  also  planning  their  own  retreat  at  Camp 
Istrouma,  Greenwell  Springs. 

Officers  for  the  group  are  Linda  Taylor,  president  Sheila 
Hirst,  vice  president;  Evelyn  Robinson,  secretary  and  Sandy 
Keys,  treasurer. 

The  Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor  is  pastor  of  the  church. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Campaign  to  curb  ‘drunk  driving  Annual  conference  needs  ‘conciliar’  spirit 
deaths  deserves  Christian  support 


Momentum  is  growing  nationally  for 
stiffer  penalties  to  be  imposed  on  persons 
who  drive  while  intoxicated  (DWI) .  More 
than  three-fourths  of  the  states  have 
recently  passed  new  and  tougher  DWI 
laws  or  are  under  election-year  pressure 
to  do  so. 

The  National  Safety  Council  estimates 
that  more  than  half  of  the  50,000  road 
fatalities  in  the  U.S.  during  1981  involved 
at  least  one  driver  who  was,  by  legal 
definition,  intoxicated.  Drunk  driving  is 
probably  responsible  for  more  wanton 
taking  of  human  life  in  our  society  today 
than  any  other  cause. 

Christians  are  anything  but  of  one 
mind  regarding  the  use  of  alcohol.  At  one 
time,  alcohol  consumption  was  the 
dominant  social  issue  dealt  with  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  and  many  other  Protes¬ 
tant  Christians.  Today,  the  issue  tends  to 
be  dealt  with  as  often  in  terms  of 
"responsible  drinking”  as  in  terms  of 
abstinence,  and  alcohol-abuse  is  but  one 
of  many  issues  dealt  with  in  our  church’s 
Social  Principles. 

United  Methodists  and  other  Christians 
are  generally  of  one  mind,  however, 
regarding  the  needless  taking  of  human 
life  which  so  often  results  from  drunken 
driving:  it  is  a  sin  against  God  and 
against  humanity  which  should  not  be 


tolerated  by  society.  Persons  who  drink 
to  the  point  of  intoxication  have  no 
business  driving  automobiles  while 
"under  the  influence,”  because  doing  so 
jeopardizes  the  lives  of  innocent  persons. 

President  Reagan  announced  earlier 
this  spring  the  creation  of  a  national 
commission  designed  to  heighten  public 
awareness  of  the  problem  of  drunken 
driving,  and  to  assist  states  and  localities 
in  dealing  with  it  effectively. 

Placement  of  primary  emphasis  on 
action  at  the  state  and  local  levels  is 
proper.  It  is  at  these  levels  that  most 
laws  regarding  alcohol-consumption  and 
driving  are  established  and  enforced  — 
or  not  enforced.  History  shows  that  laws 
relative  to  DWI  violations  tend  to  be 
enforced  only  as  vigorously  as  the 
citizens  of  a  state  or  community  insist. 

Because  we  are  our  neighbor’s  keeper, 
we  urge  individual  Christians,  local 
congregations  and  regional  church 
bodies  to  insist  that  this  be  included 
among  the  issues  addressed  by  candi¬ 
dates  for  public  office  this  year.  At 
minimum,  we  should  request  firm 
commitments  from  candidates  of  all 
parties  for  strict  enforcement  of  existing 
laws  against  driving  while  intoxicated 
and,  where  needed,  the  passage  of 
stronger  laws. 


Bible  translations:  ‘Only’  3000  to  go 


Christians  do  not  always  agree  on  the 
meaning  or  the  relative  importance  of 
different  parts  of  the  Bible  nor  on  the 
merits  of  various  "versions”  of  the 
scriptures.  But  we  can  all  surely  agree 
that  it  is  our  obligation,  as  Christians,  to 
help  translate  the  scriptures  into  as 
many  languages  as  possible  and  to  place 
them  into  as  many  hands  as  possible. 

Several  organizations  specialize  in  that 
kind  of  work  on  behalf  of  us  all.  The 
American  Bible  Society,  supported  by  an 
annual  contribution  of  $50,000  from 
United  Methodism’s  general  program 
fund,  and  by  gifts  from  other  denomi¬ 
nations  and  many  individuals,  is  perhaps 
the  best  known.  The  United  Bible 
Societies  of  America  and  Europe  is 
another  respected  group,  particularly  in 
the  area  of  Bible  distribution. 

We  received  great  satisfaction  in 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


learning  recently  that  the  Bible 
whole  or  in  part  —  is  now  published  in 
1,739  languages.  But,  lest  anyone  get  the 
idea  that  the  job  is  nearly  done,  there  are 
still  approximately  3,000  languages  into 
which  the  scriptures  have  not  been 
translated. 

Given  the  specialized  linguistic  skills 
required  to  engage  in  a  Bible  translation 
and  distribution  ministry,  precious  few 
of  us  can  work  directly  in  it.  But  we  can 
support  such  efforts  of  those  organi¬ 
zations  and  individuals  with  our  written 
or  spoken  words  of  appreciation  and  our 
monetary  contributions.  And  we  can 
encourage  those  who  work  with  our 
budgeting  at  all  levels  of  the  church  to 
continue  affirming  this  inter-religious 
work  with  an  annual  budget  allocation 
for  spreading  the  “Good  News”  in  as 
many  languages  and  lands  as  possible. 


By  GEOFFREY  W.  POSEGATE 

Looking  over  the  assembly  at  annual 
conference  session,  I  have  observed 
many  well-intentioned  efforts.  I  see  a 
bishop  who  is  faithfully,  if  not  doggedly, 
working  at  presiding  over  the  body  and 
at  fulfilling  his  shepherding  role.  I 
observed  leaders  of  conference  boards 
and  commissions  earnestly  trying  to  see 
that  their  particular  arm  of  ministry  gets 
its  due  attention.  I  witness  pastors  who 
are  diligent  in  their  attempts  to  be  "go- 
betweens”  from  the  workings  of  the 
conference  to  their  local  settings.  And  I 
watch  laypersons  working  hard  to  under¬ 
stand  the  complexities  of  the  annual 
conference  so  that  they  might  fully 
represent  their  own  congregations. 

Yet  with  all  these  good  intentions,  I 
hear  from  some,  (and  sense  from 
others),  that  the  annual  conference 
assembly  leaves  them  somehow  unful¬ 
filled  as  United  Methodist  Christians.  If 
my  observation  is  an  isolated  case,  then 
what  follows  is  of  little  value.  If  it  is  an 
experience  which  is  at  all  common  in 
United  Methodism,  then  I  hope  to  offer  a 
first  step  to  a  possible  remedy. 

We  are  a  ‘conciliar  church’ 

I  would  suggest  that  we  need  to  recover 
the  reason  that  United  Methodists  have 
conference  gatherings  in  the  first  place; 
that  reason  being  that  we  are  a 
"conciliar  church."  As  a  conciliar 
church,  we  do  not  rely  heavily  on 
absolute,  objective  creedal  statements. 


Rather,  when  facing  critical  issues  such 
as  doctrine,  practice  of  the  faith, 
Christian  presence  in  a  secular  world, 
and  others  we  rely  on  the  deliberation 
and  decision-making  of  a  body  of 
believers. 

Such  face-to-face  corporate  struggle 
rarely  takes  place  on  an^  annual  con- 
ference  agenda.  This 
is  unfortunate  be¬ 
cause  here  is  a  rich  , 
heritage  behind  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  con¬ 
ciliar  approach  to  be¬ 
ing  a  church.  The 
biblical  concept  of  , 

"covenant”  is  cen¬ 
tral  to  such  an  under¬ 
standing.  The  He-  Geoffrey  Posegate 
braic  faith  indicates  that  the  strength 
of  the  covenant  law  is  not  in  the 
objective  law  itself,  but  in  the  close- 
knit,  conciliar  relationship  between 
God  and  human  beings  and  human 
beings  with  each  other.  Building  on  this, 
Jesus  sought  to  show  that  the  law  apart 
from  quality  relationships  was  a  killing 
thing. 

Even  when  the  early  Christian  church 
saw  the  need  to  set  down  absolute  creedal 
statements,  it  used  a  conciliar  gathering 
to  arrive  at  the  wording.  Later,  John 
Wesley’s  structure  for  society  and  class 
meetings  assumed  a  conciliar  approach  to 
grass  roots  theological  issues. 

From  a  theological  standpoint,  if  we 
accept  the  Holy  Spirit  and  Incarnation, 


IU  ASK  OO P 

TO  6IVE 
SPECIAL 
ATTENTION  TO 
MY  fNIMlES 


L<7RD,  £RlN(r 
POWN  TIRE  ANP 
BRIMSTONE  ON 
THE  NEAPS  Of 
ALL  THOSE 
AGA/NST  ME 


As  NCC  head  bishop  does  not  speak  for  UMC 


To  the  Editor: 

If  it  were  not  enough  that  our  denomi¬ 
nation  faces  grave  problems  with  heresy 
charges  made  against  one  bishop,  we 
must  also  endure  the  cynical  hysterics  of 
another.  I  am  referring  to  Bishop  Arm¬ 
strong  and  his  demagoguery  as  head  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  (see 
UMR,  April  16). 

Bishop  Armstrong  is  certainly  entitled 
to  his  own  views,  but  he  needs  to  be 
reminded  that  every  time  he  is  quoted  he 
is  identified  as  a  United  Methodist.  That 
carries  with  it  an  inference  that  he 
speaks  for  United  Methodism  —  which 
many  of  us  would  deny. 

Your  report  of  his  Good  Friday 
remarks  for  the  NCC  shows  this  bishop  in 
a  tragically  arrogant  posture.  First,  he  is 
quoted  making  the  incomprehensible 
statement  that  “self-interest  has  been 
sacralized  by  law  and  public  policy.”  It  is 
rather  a  put-down  of  we  lesser  folk  by  the 
bishop,  to  declaim  this  sort  of  rubbish. 
He  should  say  what  he  means  and  leave 
off  the  intellectual  fog. 

But  we  should  all  blush,  then  shame 
Bishop  Armstrong  for  his  truly  out¬ 
rageous  statement  that  to  name  a  naval 
vessel  "Corpus  Christi”  is  “an  obscene 
blasphemy.”  We  are  not  so  innocent  to 
think  that  the  submarine  was  named  for 
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the  body  of  Christ.  We  know  quite  well,  as 
does  Bishop  Armstrong,  that  it  was 
named  for  a  city  in  Texas.  We  cannot  be 
conned  by  this  sort  of  brazen  misrepre¬ 
sentation.  Will  the  bishop  next  take  on 
other  blasphemies  such  as  Los  Angeles, 
Santa  Fe  and  the  hundreds  of  other  place 
names  that  coincidentally  have  roots  in 
religious  history? 

The  "obscene  blasphemy”  is  Bishop 
Armstrong.  He  should  apologize  to  all  of 
us  and  eschew  the  infamy  of  the  “big  lie” 
style  of  propaganda. 

Lawrence  Ray  Ward 

Dallas,  Texas 

God’s  grace  is 
sufficient  for  all  sin 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  1980  General 
Conference  has  declared  homosexual 
behavior  to  be  "incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.”  I  am  also  aware 
that  it  has  rejected  "coercion,  violence, 
and  war  ...  as  incompatible  with  the 
gospel  and  spirit  of  Christ.”  I  have  yet  to 
hear  of  a  United  Methodist  clergyperson 
deemed  unappointable  for  advocating 
war  as  an  instrument  of  national  policy. 

I  am  quite  familiar  with  Paul’s  list  of 
‘  ‘the  unrighteous  who  will  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  God”  (1  Cor.  6:  9-10).  It  does 
include  homosexuals.  It  also  includes 
adulterers,  idolaters  (anyone  who  lets 
anything  —  even  love  of  family,  country, 
standard  of  living  —  get  in  the  way  of 
loving  God),  and  the  greedy  (whose  sin 
lies  at  the  very  root  of  much  “coercion, 
violence,  and  war”). 

We  do  seem  to  suffer  from  warped  per¬ 
spective  —  a  kind  of  beam-in-the-eye  syn¬ 
drome.  I  have  a  feeling  that  if  homo¬ 
sexuals  end  up  in  outer  darkness,  they 
will  find  the  place  pretty  crowded.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  do  believe  that  if  God’s 
grace  in  Jesus  Christ  is  sufficient  for  all 
my  sin,  God’s  grace  in  Jesus  Christ  is 
also  sufficient  for  all  the  sin  of  the 
homosexual.  Thanks  be  to  God! 

Dorothy  M.  Field 

Morton,  Pennsylvania 

Let’s  address  real  issues 

To  the  Editor: 

As  the  author  of  the  statement  on  Par. 
2621. l.b  —  "practices  declared  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  be 
incompatible  with  Christian  teachings” 
—  I  wish  to  defend  the  action  of  Bishop 
Wheatley  in  reappointment  of  the  Rev. 
Julian  Rush.  There  is  nothing  in  our  Book 
of  Discipline  either  in  Par.  2621  or  in  the 
Social  Principles  that  says  homo¬ 
sexuality  per  se  is  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.  It  says  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  is  incompatible.  I  assume 
then  it  is  not  your  sexual  orientation  but 
what  you  do  with  it  that  must  be  the 
issue.  In  committee  debate  over  that 
statement  (b)  I  pointed  out  that  my 
sexual  orientation  had  not  changed  but 
that  the  death  of  my  wife  had  changed 
my  practice  of  that  sexuality. 

All  evidence  that  I  have  seen  up  to  now 
is  that  Julian  Rush  is  a  responsible 
ethical  man  who  practices  responsible 
control  of  his  sexual  orientation.  On  the 
basis  of  that  responsible  control  and  that 
alone  can  Julian  Rush  be  judged  and  so 
Bishop  Wheatley.  As  long  as  his  peers  do 
not  require  him  to,  in  one  way  or  another, 
terminate  his  Conference  Relationship. 


Bishop  Wheatley  has  no  choice  but  to 
appoint  him. 

Beware  lest  we  get  all  hung  up  on  one 
moral  issue,  if  indeed  it  is  such.  The 
practice  of  homosexuality  is  not  the  only 
issue  declared  by  our  Book  of  Discipline 
to  be  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.  Par.  74  g)  "Though  coercion, 
violence,  and  war  are  presently  the 
ultimate  sanctions  in  international 
relations,  we  reject  them  as  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  gospel  and  spirit  of 
Christ.”  Par.  75  c)  "We  believe  war  is 
incompatible  with  the  teachings  and 
example  of  Christ.” 

By  the  standards  that  Bishop  Wheatley 
is  being  judged  in  the  Rush  case,  every 
bishop  who  appoints  any  pastor  who 
takes  other  than  a  total  pacifist  orien¬ 
tation  is  subject  to  trial.  Would  our 
brothers  in  Georgia  ascribe  to  that? 
Certainly  any  pastor  who  supports  the 
call  for  a  massive  nuclear  arms  buildup 
is  engaging  in  a  practice  incompatible 
with  what  we  have  declared  as  Christian 
teaching. 

Let’s  get  off  this  anti-homosexual 
fanaticism  and  get  concerned  with  some 
of  the  real  issues.  If  we  do  not  solve  the 
problems  of  hunger,  racial  and  social 
injustice,  international  jealousy  and 
sinful  pride,  nuclear  war  will  end  life  as 
we  know  it  and  sexual  orientation  of  any 
kind  will  be  a  moot  question.  The 
church’s  obsession  with  sex  is  as  obscene 
as  anything  on  TV  or  in  motion  pictures, 
and  there  is  surely  obscenity  there! 

JohnMikkelsen 
Columbus,  Nebraska 

United  Methodists 
committed  to  Scriptures 

To  the  Editor  : 

This  is  in  response  to  your  editorial 
headlined  "Charge  ‘right’  for  testing 
actions  against  norms  of  Christian  truth" 
(UMR,  April  16). 

Your  indifference  to  those  of  us  who 
may  be  interested  in  restoring  Scripture 
as  sufficient  for  faith  and  practice  —  a 
very  traditional  Methodist  affirmation  — 
by  "boxing”  us  as  "fundamentalists" 
displays  rank  ignorance  of  biblical 
scholarship,  and  pure  arrogance  in 
relation  to  the  doctrine  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

If,  as  your  editorial  seems  to  indicate, 
you  refuse  to  accept  the  authority  of 
Scripture  (by  the  way  the  New 
Testament  follows  the  Old  Testament 
and  slavery,  polygamy  and  women’s 
rights  surely  have  been  transformed  in 
the  Cross)  who  or  what  is  your  authority? 

In  reference  to  your  pontification  that 
"no  church  accepts  and  follows  every 
edict  contained  in  the  Bible,”  you  are 
dead  wrong.  I  suggest  you  consider 
another  denomination  if  this  is  truly  your 
contention.  United  Methodists  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  Scripture  as  sufficient  for  faith 
and  practice.  The  word  "funda¬ 
mentalist”  sufficiently  raises  a  red  flag. 
You  use  the  designation  without  thought 
and  without  understanding. 

Donald  L.  Kline 
Cadiz,  Ohio 

EUB  heritage  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  thank  J.  W.  Pfeiffer  for  his  letter 
affirming  the  former  EUB  Heritage 


then  we  must  take  conciliarism 
seriously.  A  belief  in  the  Holy  Spirit 
assumes  that  God  is  present  AND  AC¬ 
TIVE  in  our  gatherings  and  scatterings, 
our  discussion  and  debates,  our  agree¬ 
ments  and  our  diversities.  In  addition,  an 
Incarnate  God  does  not  absent  Himself 
from  the  assembling  and  theologizing  of 
people;  fallible,  opinionated,  and  argu¬ 
mentative  though  they  may  be,  any  more 
than  He  absented  Himself  on  Jesus’ 
resurrection  day.  We  believe  in 
conciliarism  if  we  believe  that  God  is 
present  in  our  midst. 

It  is  my  belief  that  the  first  priority  of  a 
United  Methodist  annual  conference 
assembly  is  not  tending  to  the  cut-and- 
dried  business,  important  though  this  is. 
I  suggest  that  biblically,  historically,  and 
theologically,  the  first  priority  is  to 
address  directly  the  burning  faith  issues 
of  our  day,  as  they  are  perceived  by  the 
members  of  the  particular  body,  and  to 
do  so  in  an  orderly  conciliar  fashion, 
trusting  in  the  presence  and  guidance  of 
God’s  Spirit. 

I  suggest  that  in  losing  the  spirit  of 
conciliarism,  United  Methodism  may 
be  sacrificing  gut-level  reality  for 
efficiency.  I  suggest  that  in  never 
knowing  conciliarism  in  its  excitement, 
along  with  its  admitted  chronological 
inefficiency,  we  may  be  relegating  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  a  privitized  pigeon-hole. 
Through  direct  conciliar  theologizing  we 
see  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  a  total- 
history  shaper. 

Special  efforts  needed 

Is  it  possible  that  any  annual 
conference  could  limit  its  considerations 
of  specific  action  proposals  and  devote 


the  majority  of  its  assembly  time  for 
monitored  open  forum?  Perhaps  not. 
However,  I  have  seen  conciliarism 
recovered  on  lower  organizational  levels 
of  United  Methodism.  I  have  watched  a 
local  United  Methodist  Women  unit 
become  tired  of  its  plodding,  “taking- 
care-of-business”  format.  As  a  result, 
the  group  consciously  carved  out  time  for 
facing  personal  and  corporate  issues  of 
faith.  They  have  chosen  to  be  truly 
conciliar,  and  enthusiasm  from  their 
movement  is  spreading.  I  have  observed 
the  pastors  in  a  district,  as  they  became 
fatigued  from  long  district  meetings 
filled  with  projects,  reports,  and  endless 
announcements  about  upcoming  events. 
So  the  superintendent  broke  up  the 
district  into  monthly  cluster  gatherings. 
At  these  events,  the  business  and  the 
calendar  are  dispensed  with  as  briefly  as 
possible.  The  main  thrust  is  devotion, 
sharing,  and  direct  discussion.  I  am 
fortunate  to  be  a  part  of  a  district  which 
has  chosen  to  recover  conciliarism. 

I  would  even  dare  to  suggest  that  a  re¬ 
covery  of  conciliarism  might  be  a  vehicle 
through  which  corporate  renewal  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  take  place. 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contri¬ 
butor,  the  Rev.  Geoffrey  W.  Posegate,  is 
pastor  of  Bloomfield  UMC  in  Bloomfield, 
Missouri  (Missouri  East  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


My  Witnesx 


Christianity  is  primarily 
a  relationship  with  God 


(UMR,  April  23).  I,  too,  read  with  grati¬ 
tude  and  satisfaction  the  letter  written  by 
Cecil  Pottieger  which  appeared  in  the 
March  26  issue  of  the  Reporter.  In  his 
letter  he  alluded  to  the  fact  that  the 
former  EUB  Church  made  a  tre¬ 
mendous,  but  overlooked,  contribution  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  determination,  courage,  zeal  and 
teachings  of  Otterbein  and  Albright 
greatly  enriched  my  40  years  in  the 
ministry  in  the  EUB  Church.  Let  the 
names  of  these  giant  men  of  God  appear 
in  the  Reporter  occasionally. 

Frank  S.  Lewis 
Ephrata,  Pennsylvania 

Reader’s  Digest 
may  be  in  trouble 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  the  Reader’s  Digest 
"Condensed  Bible,”  I  have  this  to  say. 

Revelation  22:18-19  states,  “I,  John, 
solemnly  warn  everyone  who  hears  the 
prophetic  words  of  this  book:  if  anyone 
adds  anything  to  them,  God  will  add  to 
his  punishment  the  plagues  described  in 
this  book.  And  if  anyone  takes  anything 
away  from  the  prophetic  words  of  this 
book,  God  will  take  away  from  him  his 
share  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  life  and  of 
the  Holy  City,  which  are  described  in  this 
book.”  (TEV) 

Even  if  this  warning  applies  only  to 
Revelation  and  not  the  the  whole  Bible, 
Reader’s  Digest  and  anyone  who 
promotes  their  "condensed  Bible”  may 
be  in  a  lot  of  trouble. 

I  agree  that  paraphrased  versions  such 
as  the  "Living  Bible”  are  probably  not  as 
accurate  as  they  could  be,  but  they  are 
good  translations  in  modern  English 
which  are  easy  to  read.  My  favorite  is 
"Today’s  English  Version,"  better 
known  as  "The  Good  News  Bible.”  And 
as  far  as  its  being  too  long;  you  can  get 
through  the  New  Testament  by  reading 
one  chapter  a  day  in  less  than  a  year. 

Mrs.  William  P.  Mosher 
Knoxville,  Illinois 

Vacation  homes 
available  for  pastors 

To  the  Editor: 

There  is  a  service  made  available  by 
Religious  Vacation,  Inc.,  524  NE  16 
Court,  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  33305 
which  provides  a  two-week  vacation  for 
pastors  and  their  families  after  having 
served  in  the  church  for  a  period  of  five 
years  in  full-time  ministry.  The  homes 
are  completely  furnished  from  bed 
sheets  to  kitchen  pots  and  pans.  The 
homes  are  heated  and  air  conditioned. 
There  are  provisions  for  everything  a 
family  would  need.  All  this  is  at  no  cost  to 
the  guests. 

We  have  used  these  facilities  recently 
together  with  two  other  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  and  feel  that  if  you  could  make 
the  availability  known  to  our  ministerial 
families,  you  would  be  offering  an  ex¬ 
tremely  valuable  service. 

I  would  be  happy  to  provide  any  infor¬ 
mation  you  need,  or  you  could  report  any 
questions  and  correspond  directly  with 
Religious  Vacations,  Inc.  at  the  Florida 
address.  jack  E.  Spencer 

Franklin,  Pennsylvania 


By  ROY  L.  MILLER 

If  you  take  any  book  on  world  religions 
off  die  library  shelf  and  glance  at  the 
table  of  contents,  you  will  always  find 
Christianity,  or  some  of  the  major 
Christian  denominations,  listed  among 
the  world  religions.  But  is  Christianity 
really  a  religion?  Only  secondarily. 
Christianity  is  primarily  a  relationship 
and  then  relationships.  It  is  a 
relationship  with  God,  as  He  is  known  in 
Jesus  Christ;  which  relationship  sets  one 
free  to  love  and  serve  his  or  her  fellow 
creatures  on  this  earth. 

When  Christianity  becomes  a  set  of 
rules,  laws,  or  traditions;  when 
Christianity  becomes  something  that  one 
must  be  part  of,  like  it  or  not,  then  Chris¬ 
tianity  has  degenerated  to  a  religion.  As 
a  religion,  Christianity  loses  much  of  the 
joy  and  freedom  that  characterizes 
Christianity  as  a  relationship. 

The  words  of  the  Bible  command 
Christians  to  “rejoice  always.”  (I  Thess. 
5:  16)  When  you  think  of  the  church  does 
this  cause  you  to  rejoice?  If  not,  it  may 
be  that  your  idea  or  experience  of 
Christianity  is  too  much  religion  and  not 
enough  relationship. 

The  Psalmist  wrote,  “Restore  unto  me 
the  job  of  thy  salvation;  and  uphold  me 
with  thy  free  Spirit.”  (Ps.  51:  12)  The 
apostle  Paul  said  that  "the  Lord  is  the 
Spirit  and  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is 
there  is  freedom.”  (II  Cor.  3:  17)  If  we 
look  in  the  gospel  according  to  Matthew 
( 17:  26)  we  can  see  that  Jesus  taught  that 
true  children  of  God  are  free.  Jesus  also 
said  that  if  you  get  into  His  word  and  live 
by  it,  you  will  be  His  disciple,  and  you 
will  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  will  set 
youfree.  ( Jn.  8:  31-32) 

The  truth  is  that  religion  can  be  down¬ 
right  dead,  dull,  lifeless,  joyless,  stifling. 
The  truth  is  that  a  personal  relationship 
with  God  the  Father  through  Jesus  Christ 
can  set  a  person  truly  free  to  experience 
the  abundant  life  (Jn.  10:  10)  and  joy- 
filled  life  that  God  desires  every  person 
to  experience!  (ITm.2:  4) 


The  starting  point  for  this  experience  is 
simply  to  believe  that  Jesus  is  who  He 
claimed  to  be:  God  in  the  flesh,  the 
Savior  Who  died  on  a  cross  to  take  the 
punishment  we  all  deserve,  the  Savior' 
Who  rose  from  the  dead,  Who  forgives  all 
of  our  unloving  acts  when  we  ask  forgive¬ 
ness,  and  Who  gives  His  own  holy  Spirit 
to  those  who  ask.  The  second  step  is 
simply  to  give  yourself  to  Christ,  to  ask 
Him  to  take  over  your  life;  let  Him  know 
you  desire  to  live  for  Him  and  not  for 
yourself. 

Now,  get  a  Bible  and  look  up  John  1 :  12: 
You  will  discover  there  that  Jesus  gives 
you  power  to  become  a  child  of  God  when 
you  believe  in  Him  and  receive  Him. 
What  is  this  power?  L6ok  up  Acts  2:  38- 
39.  The  power  is  the  same  power  that 
Jesus  had  to  be  perfectly  loving  which 
power  comes  from  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Does  a  person  who  has  been  given 
God’s  own  Holy  Spirit  have  to  read  the 
Bible  or  pray  with  other  people,  or  go  to 
hear  God’s  word  preached,  or  always  be 
kind  to  others,  or  sacrifice  to  help  the  less 
fortunate?  No!  But  the  person  with  God’s 
own  Holy  Spirit  wants  to  do  all  of  these 
things  and  more. 

Doing  because  you  want  to,  not 
because  you  have  to.  Now  that  is 
freedom,  that  brings  joy,  that  is  the 
beautiful  way  in  which  our  God  who  is 
love  likes  to  work  through  us.  Praise  His 
name  forever! 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Roy 
L.  Miller,  is  the  pastor  of  the  Buffalo 
Street  UMC  in  Jamestown.  N.Y. 
(Western  New  York  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  “My 
Witness,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


Save  During 
Summer  Choir 


With  a  down  payment  and  approved 
credit,  choir  robes  can  be  purchased 
on  Cokesbury's  Budget  Plan: 

— No  Interest 
— No  carrying  charges 

Pick  up  a  complete  Cokesbury  Choir 
Robe  Catalog  of  styles,  fabrics,  and  sale 
information  in  your  local  Cokesbury 
store.  Or,  request  a  catalog  by  mail  from 
the  nearest  Cokesbury  Service  Center. 


PLEASE 

send  me 
Cokesbury's 
Choir  Robe 
Catalog,  and 
details  on 
your 
Summer 
Choir 
Robe 
Special! 


Cokesbury's 
Robe  Special! 


PHONE 

MAIL  TO  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway*  Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 

1600  Queen  Anne  Road  •  P.  O.  Box  309  •  Teaneck,  NJ  07666 

1910  Main  Street  •  P.  O.  Box  298  •  Dallas,  TX  75221 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 

201  Eighth  Avenue,  South  •  P.  O.  Box  801  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 


Shop  in  person  at  these 
Cokesbury  Retail  Stores 

Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Burlingame  •  Charlotte  ^ 
Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  •  Columbia  •  Dallas  i2  storesi 
Davton  •  Denver  tnglevvood  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit 
{Imhurst  •  Harrisburg  •  Houston  •  Indianapolis 
Jacksonville  •  Kansas  Cits  •  Knoxville  •  little  Rock 
Memphis  •  Miami  •  Nashville  <2  storesi  •  North  Canton 
Park  Ridge  •  Pasadena  •  Philadelphia  King  o(  Prussia 
Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh  •  Richmond  •  Svracuse  •  Teaneck  •  Tulsa 
P-507-UMR 
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An  old  woman  and  children  are  typical  of  groups  of  refugees  found  in  Central 
America.  This  settlement  in  the  Costa  Rica  section  of  San  Salvador,  capital  city  of  El 
Salvador,  looks  down  on  what  the  refugees  call  ‘the  cemetery  where  the  rich  people 
are  buried."  —  photo  by  john  workman 


4Truth’  proves  elusive 
for  Central  America 


EDITOR’S  NOTE :  This  is  the  third  of  a 
series  of  exclusive  reports  from  Central 
America  by  a  veteran  religious 
journalist.  Their  special  focus  is  on  the 
perspective  of  Christians  living  in  this 
troubled  region  and  seeking  to  bring 
their  faith  to  bear  on  issues  involving 
both  the  United  States  and  the  nations  of 
Central  America. 

The  Rev.  John  Workman,  religion 
editor  of  the  Arkansas  Gazette, 
represented  the  Reporter  on  a  recent  12- 
day  trip  to  three  countries. 

,  By  J.pHN  WORKMAN 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

SAN  SALVADOR  —  "If  you’re  looking 
for  ‘the  truth’  about  things  down  here, 
you’re  in  for  a  tough  time.  There’s  no  ‘the 
truth’  here  —  there  are  only  points  of 
view.” 

That  comment  from  a  veteran  Latin 
American  church  worker  reflects  a 
theme  that  emerges  repeatedly  in 
conversations  with  dozens  of  persons 
from  religious,  government,  business, 
media  and  private  sectors  during  a  12- 
day  visit  in  Nicaragua,  Honduras  and  El 
Salvador. 

If  one  is  looking  for  clear-cut 
categories  and  hard,  solid  answers  about 
such  things  as  what  really  is  going  on 
down  here,  what  are  the  causes  of  all  the 
conflict,  who  are  the  "good  guys”  and  who 
are  the  "bad  guys,”  then  one  should  be 
prepared  to  be  disappointed.  The 
situation  just  doesn’t  lend  itself  to  that 
kind  of  neat,  structured  approach. 

But  although  points  of  view  may  differ 
widely  in  a  passionately  expressed  way, 
common  themes  emerge  as  Central 
Americans  talk  about  those  things  that 
are  of  life  and  death  importance  to  them. 
The  following  is  an  attempt  to  look  at  two 
of  the  most  consistent  themes, 
particularly  from  the  standpoint  of  their 
implications  for  United  Methodist 
Christians  in  the  United  States. 

Root  causes 

Time  and  again  Central  Americans, 
especially  the  religious  leaders, 
complain  that  North  Americans  and 
Europeans  have  ignored  the  history  of 
Latin  America.  Basic  to  the  current 
turmoil,  they  say,  is  a  400-year  history 
based  on  the  fact  that  the  first  Europeans 
here  —  unlike  those  who  came  to  North 
America  —  came  to  plunder  rather  than 
to  settle. 

In  that  history  is  the  establishment  of 
political  and  social  systems  that 
benefitted  the  few  and  oppressed  the 
masses.  It  also  includes  growth  of  crops 
for  export  only  and  the  fashioning  of  a 
U.S.  foreign  policy  designed  primarily  to 
protect  its  own  economic  and 
geographical  interests. 


Christians  in  Central  America  say 
North  Americans  haven’t  understood 
this  history  and,  because  of  that,  have 
reinforced  and  perpetuated  the  injustices 
within  it. 

That  situation,  they  say,  sets  a  priority 
agenda  item  for  Christians  everywhere, 
especially  in  the  United  States:  to  help 
with  a  massive  "re-education”  program 
aimed  at  learning  the  social,  cultural  and 
economic  history  —  and  not  just  the 
political  and  military  history  —  of  Latin 
America  from  their  point  of  view. 

In  the  meantime,  the  churches  of  Latin 
America  continue  striving  to  perform 
Christian  ministry  as  they  believe 
responds  to  the  needs  within  their 
specific  situation. 

Role  of  churches 

If  there  is  one  overwhelming 
impression  that  rises  to  the  top  after 
speaking  with  scores  of  principal 
officials  of  numerous  church  and 
ecumenical  agencies  —  including  the 
archbishop  of  Nicaragua,  the  apostolic 
administrator  of  the  Diocese  of  San 
Salvador,  a  Moravian  bishop  and  a 
considerable  number  of  pastors,  priests, 
nuns  and  lay  persons  —  it  is  that  the 
church  in  Latin  America,  in  the  midst  of 
the  most  trying  circumstances,  is  giving 
faithful  and  often  heroic  witness. 

The  nature  of  that  witness  is  varied.  It 
ranges  from  tough,  straight-on 
involvement  nurtured  by  "liberation 
theology”  to  the  equally  sincere  pastoral 
stance  of  Christians  who  see  their 
primary  role  as  reconcilers  and 
shepherds  of  the  flock  and  servants  to  the 
larger  community. 

The  expressions  are  many:  "We  want 
to  maintain  our  identity.  We  intend  to 
preach  the  gospel  and  we  want  to  care  for 
the  poor  —  but  we  don’t  want  to  be  just 
another  social  agency.  And  we  want  to  be 
faithful,  no  matter  what  the  cost.” 

An  issue  of  critical  importance  to 
Central  American  Christians  is  the 
response  to  their  countries’  plight  by  U.S. 
churches.  Not  surprisingly,  U.S. 
government  officials  spoken  with  in  the 
three  countries  believe  U.S.  church 
leaders  who  generally  have  expressed 
solidarity  with  popular  movements  in 
Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador,  "have  not 
taken  the  trouble  to  get  the  whole  story.” 

Most  Christian  leaders  spoken  with  in 
these  countries  voiced  a  common  plea: 
"We  ask  your  prayers.  We’re  not  so 
much  interested  in  your  taking  sides’  as 
we  are  in  your  solidarity  with  our  cause 
of  seeking  peace  with  justice  —  and  that 
goes  beyond  political  partisanship.  We 
want  you  to  learn  what  is  happening  to 
us.  And  we  want  you,  simply,  to  tell  what 
is  happening  to  us  —  and  with  as  little 
commentary  as  possible.” 


Bishop  helps  block  law  change 
in  children’s  home  licensing 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  -  Church-related 
homes  for  children  in  Oklahoma  remain 
subject  to  state  licensure,  thanks  in  part 
to  the  efforts  of  the  United  Methodist 
bishop  here. 

Some  observers  said  part  of  the  credit 
for  Gov.  George  Nigh’s  veto  of  a  bill 
exempting  church-related  homes 
belongs  to  the  vocal  opposition  from  state 
religious  leaders  led  by  Oklahoma  Area 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt.  He  was  the 
first  to  call  publicly  for  a  veto. 

"Our  efforts  paid  off,”  said  the  Rev. 
Boyce  Bowdon,  director  of  com¬ 
munications  for  the  Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference.  Bishop  Hardt  was  joined  by 
Episcopal,  Roman  Catholic,  Disciples  of 
Christ  (the  Christian  Church)  and 


Southern  Baptist  leaders. 

The  bill  would  have  stopped  state 
licensing  of  facilities  for  residential 
homes  or  camps  owned  and  operated  by 
churches  or  religious  groups  as  long  as 
they  collected  no  state  or  federal  money 
for  children  and  had  no  children  sent  to 
them  by  court  order. 

While  some  favoring  the  bill  felt  that  it 
would  eliminate  a  church-state  conflict, 
Bishop  Hardt  maintained  the  most 
important  issue  was  the  welfare  of 
children. 

"People  who  have  been  involved  in 
child  care  for  generations  feel  this  is  in 
no  sense  a  religious  tolerance  issue,"  he 
said.- 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Signs  show  members  up— maybe 

Study  finds  UM  church  school  growth  may  stop  1 7-year  decline 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

A  17-year  membership  decline  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
predecessor  denominations  show  signs  of 
ending,  according  to  a  new  study 
presented  to  the  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting  last  month. 

An  upswing  in  membership,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  will 
depend  largely  on  the  nurturing  power  of 
church  schools  and  special  interest 
groups  within  the  church  such  as  Bible 
study  groups. 

Dr.  Hartman,  an  executive  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
said  he  sees  positive  signs  in  annual 
conferences  reporting  significant 
increases  in  morning  worship  services 
and  the  Sunday  church  school.  He  said 
such  gains  could  result  in  church 
membership  increases  within  two  or 
three  years. 

The  report  is  based  on  studies  and 
comparisons  from  general  church  and 
annual  conference  statistical  data  over 
the  past  30  years.  From  those  studies, 
Dr.  Hartman  identified  three 
probable  indicators  of  future 
membership  trends:  (1)  the  number  of 
persons  who  join  by  profession  of  faith; 
(2)  an  increase  in  children’s  division 
enrollments,  baptisms  and  confirmation 
class  enrollments  and;  (3)  the  number  of 
transfers  from  other  denominations. 

Starting  at  the  end  of  World  War  II, 
membership  in  the  Methodist  and 


Evangelical  United  Brethren  Churches 
increased  rapidly  to  just  over  11  million 
nationally  in  1964. 

In  1965,  three  years  before  the  two 
denominations  joined  to  become  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  membership 
began  to  decline.  But  an  encouraging 
sign  showed  up  starting  in  1977.  At  that 
time  gains  in  church  school  attendance 
and  enrollment  "signaled  a  broad-based, 
growth  trend  and  contributed  to  the 
current  gains  in  morning  worship  and 
church  school  attendance  as  indicated  in 
1981  studies,”  the  report  said.  A  growth 
of  nearly  56,000  persons  in  worship 
services  last  year  was  the  largest 
increase  since  such  attendance  records 
have  been  kept,  the  report  says.  Current 
membership  in  The  UMC  is  9.47  million. 

Church  school  enrollment  throughout 
the  years  of  the  study  seems  to  be  a 
reliable  indicator  of  church  growth,  Dr. 
Hartman  said.  And  professions  of  faith 
and  church  school  enrollment  are 
mutually  complementary,  he  added.  In 
data  from  jurisdictions,  annual 
conferences,  districts  and  local 
churches,  he  found  that  "where  more 
professions  of  faith  are  found  there  are 
more  children  enrolled  in  church  schools, 
more  baptisms  and  more  enrolled  in 
confirmation  classes.” 

Likewise  the  report  showed  that  the 
higher  the  number  of  persons  in  the  adult 
division  of  the  Sunday  church  school,  the 
fewer  church  membership  drop-outs 
there  are.  "Those  findings  underscore 


the  fact  that  the  church  school  does,  in 
fact,  hold  the  keys  to  both  the  front  and 
back  doors  of  the  church,”  Dr.  Hartman 
said. 

As  part  of  his  research  Dr  Hartman 
sounded  out  churchgoers  on  the  reasons 
they  joined  their  current  congregations. 
Among  1,539  respondents  a 
congregation’s  "friendliness”  was  rated 
the  number  one  determining  factor. 
"Friendliness  has  generally  always  been 
a  number  one  motivation,”  Dr.  Hartman 
told  the  Reporter. 

Among  three  sub-groups  within  those 
surveyed  "key  lay  persons,”  youth  and 
laywomen  ranked  the  pastor  fifth  out  of 
13  possible  reasons  for  joining  a 
particular  church. 

Dr.  Hartman  said  the  study  indicates 
that  the  pastor  has  become  a  less  pivotal 
factor  in  a  person’s  choice  of  church, 
especially  among  members  of  smaller 
congregations. 

Only  those  members  in  the  "slightly 
involved”  and  "dropped  out”  categories 
of  the  poll  listed  the  pastor  as  the  number 
one  motivation  for  their  joining  a  church 

Loyalty  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  more  important  reason  for 
joining  a  specific  congregation  than  it 
was  10  years  ago,  Dr.  Hartman  said. 
"It’s  too  early  to  say  this  is  going  to  be  a 
trend,  but  church  members  seem  to  be 
sticking  more  closely  to  their  United 
Methodist  roots,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 

Of  those  UM  local  churches  reporting  a 
growing  membership.  Dr.  Hartman  said 


pastors  and  lay  persons  indicate  they  are 
more  satisfied  with  the  worship  services 
and  programs  within  their  churches  than 
those  with  stagnant  or  dwindling 
memberships. 

He  noted  several  other  characteristics 
of  growing  churches,  including : 

•  Those  entering  on  profession  of  faith 
come  through  church  school  and 
confirmation  classes  and  are  older  than 
those  entering  other  churches ; 

•  A  higher  number  of  new  members 
transfer  from  non-United  Methodist  church¬ 
es  than  in  churches  with  minimal  growth, 

•  Pastors  and  their  predecessors  in 
growing  churches  have  longer  tenures 
(two  to  three  years  in  small 
congregations  and  as  many  as  10  to  15 
years  in  large  congregations)  and; 

•  Laity  participate  more  in  decision-  1 
making  and  are  less  likely  to  hold 
multiple  church  offices  than  in  churches 

of  lesser  growth. 

Dr.  Hartman  said  if  United  Methodist 
churches  are  in  fact  to  reverse  the 
denomination’s  membership  decline,  as 
several  "signs”  indicate,  several  groups 
will  need  special  attention  to  insure  their 
continued  participation.  Among  those 
groups  are : 

•  Children  from  unchurched  homes  (as 
identified  in  Gallup’s  study  of  ‘The  Un¬ 
churched  American”  )  whose  parents  want 
them  to  have  a  religious  education  and; 

•  Displaced  church  members  who  have 
moved  to  a  new  location  and  have  put  off 
finding  a  new  church  home 


Bishops  review  process  for  episcopal  address 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  -  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  spent 
more  than  two  hours  in  closed  sessions 
during  its  semi-annual  meeting  here 
April  26-30  working  on  processes  to 
develop  the  episcopal  address  which  will 
be  delivered  to  the  1984  General 
Conference. 

At  their  meeting  Nov.  15-19  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  the  bishops  will  select 
one  of  their  number  to  write  and  deliver 
the  address. 

Bishops  agreed  here  that  the  address 
should  not  become  a  "laundry  list”  of 
issues  and  that  it  will  be  signed  only  by 
"officers  of  the  council”  rather  than  by 

Nestle  picks 
outside  body 
as  6 checkers  ’ 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  Nestle  corporation  last  week 
established  an  independent  committee 
chaired  by  former  Sen.  Edmund  Muskie 
to  handle  any  complaints  about  Nestle’s 
infant  formula  marketing  practices 
around  the  world. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Wogaman,  chairman 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Infant 
Formula  Task  Force,  is  one  of  the  eight 
members. 

Setting  up  the  audit  committee  is  the 
latest  move  by  Nestle  to  try  to  end  or 
deflate  an  international  boycott  against 
its  products.  The  boycott  is  based  on  the 
allegation  that  infant  formula  marketing 
practices  in  the  Third  World  lead  to 
infant  malnutrition  and  death. 


individual  bishops  as  in  the  past. 

In  other  actions,  the  bishops: 

•  Approved  a  resolution  calling  upon 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  with  assistance 
from  the  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  to  “plan  a  strategy  and 
develop  material  for  interpreting  the 
relationship  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches.”  This  action, 
proposed  by  Bishop  William  Grove  of 
Charleston,  W.V.,  followed  an  address  to 
the  bishops  by  Dr.  Philip  Potter,  General 


Cindy  Chapman 
wanted  to  be  a 
farmer  when  she 
grew  up 

The  10-year-old 
girl  of  Schuyler 
County,  N.Y.,  was 
at  her  best 
tending  animals 
on  the  family 
farm  participat¬ 
ing  in  local  4-H  Cindy  Chapman 
projects  or  helping  her  mother, 
Kathryn,  in  the  kitchen.  Cindy,  a 
fourth-grader,  loved  to  twirl  her  baton 
and  go  horseback  riding. 

"She  was  a  happy  child  —  full  of 
love,”  said  her  father,  Roger. 

She  took  ill  suddenly,  her  father 
recalled.  On  Saturday,  April  10,  Cindy, 
her  sister,  Kyra  and  brother, 
Christopher,  went  on  an  Easter  egg 
hunt  at  the  Cayutaville  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  where  they  are  members. 
Cindy,  who  had  earlier  complained  of  a 
headache,  grew  more  ill.  The  pain 


Secretary  of  the  WCC. 

•  Adopted  a  resolution  giving  thanks 
for  completion  of  the  first  portion  of  the 
Camp  David  Accords  and  the  "cessation 
of  hostilities  between  the  two  strongest 
powers  in  the  Middle  East.”  It  also  ex¬ 
presses  support  for  the  "announced 
policy  of  President  Reagan  to  make  an 
all-out  effort  in  coming  weeks  to  seek 
negotiated  formulae  which  will  provide 
self-rule  for  Palestinians,”  and  calls 
attention  to  the  1980  General  Conference 
resolution  which  notes  that  any  solution 
to  the  Middle  East  conflict  must 
recognize  “the  right  of  self- 


increased  and  her  parents  drove  her  to 
the  Arnot-Ogden  Hospital  in  Elmira, 
N.Y. 

By  the  time  they  got  there  a  blood 
vessel  in  the  child’s  brain  had  ruptured. 
She  convulsed,  then  lapsed  into  a  coma. 

"We  were  shocked,  but  our  faith  held 
us  up.  We  were  able  to  think  of  what 
Cindy  would  have  wanted  us  to  do,” 
said  Mr.  Chapman,  a  social  studies 
teacher  at  a  nearby  junior-senior  high 
school. 

By  the  time  Cindy,  their  oldest 
daughter,  was  pronounced  dead  the 
following  Tuesday,  her  parents  had 
already  decided  to  donate  the  child’s 
eyes,  liver  and  kidneys  for  the  benefit  of 
others.  Cindy  became  the  first  liver 
donor  in  the  history  of  the  hospital. 

According  to  doctors,  her  liver  was 
going  to  an  18-year-old  man  near  death 
from  liver  disease  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  Medical  Center.  More  than 
90  persons  are  on  a  waiting  list  for  a 
kidney  transplant  at  a  Syracuse 
medical  center  where  her  kidneys  were 
donated. 


determination  of  both  Israeli  Jews  and 
Palestinian  Arabs.” 

•  Approved  resolutions  expressing  con¬ 
tinued  support  for  ratification  of  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  to  the  U.S 
Constitution  by  states  such  as  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Florida  and 
Illinois,  where  it  is  expected  to  be  voted 
upon  during  the  months  ahead. 

•  Transferred  the  presidency  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  for  the  coming  year 
from  Bishop  Ellis  Finger  of  Knoxville  to 
Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  of  Houston,  and 
elected  Bishop  Wilbur  Choy  of  San 
Francisco  as  president-designate. 


“Our  daughter  was  a  strong 
Christian,  even  though  she  was  young,  ” 
Mr  Chapman  said  "My  wife  and  I  feel 
this  is  what  she  would  have  wanted  —  to 
share  God’s  gifts  with  others.  ” 

The  Rev.  Glenn  Fried  of  Big  Flats 
(N.Y.)  United  Methodist  Church,  a 
close  friend,  was  with  the  family 
through  most  of  their  ordeal  and  helped 
preside  at  Cindy’s  funeral.  "The 
family’s  faith  was  extraordinary.  They 
were  able  to  hear  God’s  message  of  love 
even  in  the  face  of  incredible  grief,"  he 
said. 

For  those  Cindy  left  behind,  there  is 
joy  mingled  at  times  with  grief.  "We'll 
hear  someone  talk  about  their  sick  child 
who  survived  an  ordeal,  and  that’s  a  bad 
day,"  Mr.  Chapman  said.  “But  we 
know  the  Lord  is  with  us  and  we  know 
that  Cindy  is  safe  in  heaven,  and  we’re 
all  right.” 

Her  mother,  Kathryn,  added,  “Other 
people  can  live  through  her.  Her  body  is 
doing  great  work.  " 

—  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


People  in  the  news  . . . 

N.Y.  girl  gives  gift  of  life 


Nestle  began  discussing  the 
"complaint  committee"  concept  last  fall 
with  the  UMC’s  task  force,  which  has 
been  working  two  years  under  mandate 
of  the  UMC’s  1980  General  Conference  to 
bring  a  resolution  to  the  controversy  in  a 
way  that  would  benefit  infants  and  their 
mothers. 

Dr.  Wogaman  said  the  committee  will 
receive  complaints  against  Nestle  and 
review  them  against  detailed  plans  by 
Nestle  to  meet  all  provisions  of  a 
suggested  marketing  code  which  was 
recommended  to  the  world’s  govern¬ 
ments  last  year  by  the  World  Health  Or¬ 
ganization  (WHO). 

Complaints  that  indicate  Nestle  is 
violating  its  stated  plans  will  be 
forwarded  to  Nestle,  which  has  pledged 
to  report  its  handling  of  each  complaint 
back  to  the  committee,  Dr.  Wogaman 
said.  In  that  way,  the  committee  can 
inform  the  public  both  of  Nestle’s  actions 
and  of  any  inaction,  he  said. 

"The  establishment  of  such  a 
committee,"  said  Nestle  official  Rafael 
D.  Pagan  Jr.,  "is  a  departure  for 
business.  Much  of  our  industry  —  and 
other  industries  —  will  be  watching 
closely  to  see  if  it  works.  If  it  does  —  and 
I  totally  believe  that  it  will  —  we  may  be 
witnessing  a  new  direction  for  resolving 
disputes  over  corporate  accountability.” 

Persons  connected  to  the  international 
boycott  organization,  including  the  Rev. 
Avery  D.  Post,  president  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  were  invited  to  serve  on 
the  complaint  committee  but  declined. 

Dr.  Post  said  he  could  not  serve 
because  he  does  not  agree  that  Nestle  s 
plans  meet  all  provisions  of  the 
international  model  code  The 
international  boycott  organization  has 
announced  it  will  continue  to  promote  the 
boycott.  Thirty  of  73  UM  annual 
conferences  endorse  the  boycott,  but  the 
denomination  as  a  whole  does  not. 

The  United  Methodist  task  force  last 
month  studied  Nestle  s  plans  and  stated 
that  the  plans  express  clearly  "the 
company’s  respect  for  the  WHO  code," 
although  some  provisions  need  further 
clarification. 


Island  crisis 
spurs  church 
peace  cries 

Compiled  from  News  Reports 

Although  Pope  John  Paul  II  has  urged 
Argentina  and  Britain  to  end  the  fighting 
over  ownership  and  sovereignty  of  the 
Falkland  (Malvina)  Islands,  Argentina’s 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  expressed  full 
support  of  the  junta’s  seizure. 

But,  although  the  bishops  called  the 
takeover  "an  act  of  divine  providence," 
they  said  in  a  prepared  statement,  "we 
also  share  the  fear  of  everyone:  the 
concern  about  a  war  with  unpredictable 
consequences.” 

The  bishops  issued  their  statement 
before  the  sinking  of  an  Argentine 
cruiser  and  the  destruction  of  a  British 
submarine.  They  said  they  "shared  the 
pleasure  which  our  citizens  feel  for  the 
integrity  of  our  land." 

However,  a  step-up  in  the  fighting  and 
war  casualties  quickly  prompted  world 
church  leaders  to  call  for  United  Nations 
mediation  and  further  negotiations 
between  the  two  nations. 

The  pope,  in  a  message  to  60,000  at  the 
Vatican,  called  on  the  "international 
community”  to  call  for  a  peaceful  and 
equitable  end  to  the  Falklands  dispute. 
"The  world  aspires  to  peace,  seeks 
peace,  has  devised  means  and  organized 
protections  for  peace,"  the  pontiff  said 
But,  he  asked,  how  can  world  peace  be 
solved  if  "even  so  limited  a  dispute 
cannot  be  solved  peacefully?” 

Internal  criticism  of  Argentina’s 
economic  and  human  rights  policies  have 
been  widespread,  especially  among 
some  church  leaders.  Nevertheless, 
many  church  persons  there  have 
supported  the  country’s  claim  to  the 
islands.  Officers  of  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  issued  a  statement 
affirming  Argentina’s  claim  but  said 
they  hoped  "calmness  and  common 
sense  will  prevail”  in  settling  the  dispute. 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed  to  be 
part  of  a  program  team  in  church  of  3,000  members 
Develop  and  coordinate  total  youth  program  Sunday 
morning  and  evening  plus  special  activities.  Salary 
negotiable  —  excellent  benefits  Contact  Rev  Clyde 

E.  Byrd,  P.0  Box  6826,  San  Antonio,  TX  78209.  (512) 
826-3215. 

THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care  Cal)  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas.  1-800-255-9612.  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103.  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240 

CHURCH  INFORMATION  SYSTEM  -  A 
microcomputer  based  church  information  system 
Contributions,  mailing  labels,  various  code  and  data 
reports  and  much  more  Church  Information 
Systems,  Inc.,  15  Glencoe  Drive,  Belleville,  IL  62221, 
(618)  277-6282 

FOR  RENT  -  OUR  MOUNTAIN  home  on  large 
acreage  adjoining  YMCA  conference  grounds  Estes 
Park,  Colo  Completely  furnished,  sleeps  eight  Rev 

H  W  Case,  121  Sioux  Ave  ,  Bismarck,  ND  58501 

CONTINUING  EDUCATION  -  Through  our 
Seminar  Extension  Service's  comprehensive  Parish 
Newsletter  Training  Kit,  yoq  can  earn  10  hours  of 
continuing  education  without  leaving  home,  for 
$39  00.  Fee  includes  '  Words  Ring  Louder  than 
Bells.''  our  64-page  production  manual,  detailed 
workbook  with  extra  worksheets,  two  60-minute 
cassettes;  course  evaluation,  and  certificate  of 
completion  Order  from:  Center  for  Parish 
Communications,  P.G  Box  627,  Whitef  ish,  MT  59937 
Free,  unique  stewardship  aid  with  every  order 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  including  Rome,  Athens,  Egypt. 
Israel,  July  28  —  Aug  16, 1982  $2,079  00  Group  hosted 
by  Distnct  Superintendent.  Rev  Ralph  Lawrence, 
4192  Tattenham  Way.  Boise,  ID  83704 

WORLD’S  FAIR  '82,  Strawberry  Patch,  Townsend, 
Tenn.  Apartments  by  river  $100.00  four  persons, 
additional  $12.50  each  Nice  house  sleeps  12-14 
$235.00.  (615  )  984-1944,  (615  )  448-6303  evenings 

ISRAEL,  JORDAN,  Greece.  Greek  Island  Cruise. 
October  8-24,  1982  Deluxe  tour  Escorted  by:  Rev 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis.  Dallas,  TX 
75214  Brochure  available 

HOME  IN  SUNBELT  for  sale  Beautiful  native  rock 
house  on  five  acres,  less  than  2  miles,  on  pavement, 
from  Stephenville,  Texas  Three  bedrooms,  bath, 
family  room,  living  room,  double  garage,  water  well 
Orchard  started,  great  garden  65  miles  S  of  Fort 
Worth  Methodist  minister  transferred  —  hates  to 
have  to  sell,  but  must  move.  Call  after  5  p.m  (817) 

965  2618  CST 

CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS 
Efficient  Pastor's  Study  $19  95  Mailing 
Label/Directory  $59  95  Orders  or  free 
specifications:  Exodus  Computing,  1326-  A  7lh 
Avenue.  Honolulu.  HI.  Money  back  guarantee  j 

COMPUTER  PROGRAMS  Seeking  information 
from  other  churches  who  have  installed  or 
considering  computer  systems  Please  contact  San 
Ramon  Valley  UMC,  902  Danville  Blvd  ,  Alamo,  CA 
94507 

FOR  SALE  —  Used  Allen  Electronic  Organ.  1977 
model  Good  condition  65  stops,  3  manual.  St.  Paul's 
UMC,  5501  South  Main  St.,  Houston,  TX  77004,  (713) 
5280527 

NEWLY  PUBLISHED;  Beliefs  of  a  United  Methodist 
Christian,  by  Dan  Willis  Excellent  for  confirmation 
classes,  both  adult  and  youth.  Only  $1.95;  by  mail 
$2  50  per  copy;  10  or  more  by  mail  $2  15  per  copy 
Send  to  Cokesbury  Bookstore,  6892  Southwest 
Freeway,  Houston.  TX  77036,  or  your  local 
Cokesbury  Bookstore 

CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Harrison,  Ark  ,  tas  35  adult  choir  robes  for 
sale  Dark  green  Good  condition  Good  price.  741- 
2351 

NOB  HILL,  Mary  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush  Street, 
Dept  UMR.  San  Francisco,  CA  94109,  Christian 
residency  for  young  women  pursuing  careers  and 
professional  studies  now  accepting  applications 
Send  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  for 
information,  rates  and  application. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  First 
UMC,  Beaumont,  Texas  Salary  negotiable  Open 
June  1  Send  resume;  Dr  Wallace  Shook,  701  Calder. 
Beaumont.  Texas  77701 

TRAVELING  TO  BUFFALO-Niagra  Falls  area'’ 
Why  a  motel?  Stay  in  friendly  Christian  Homes  For 
information  write  Olive  Lauffer,  149  Hoover  Ave  , 
Kenmore,  NY  14217.  phone  (716  )  875-6060. 

TEENAGERS,  THEIR  PARENTS  and  Teachers, 

You  should  be  interested  in  High  School  Crossroads 
by  Ernest  S.  Griffith.  The  text  is  based  on  a 
remarkably  successful  senior  high  Sunday  school 

FOR  RENT  Sterling  Lodge.  Gatlinburg,  Term 
Resort  town  in  Smokey  Mountains  One  hour  from 
World's  Fair  in  Knoxville  $400  —  5  nights.  8  people 
Beautiful  place  (615  )  494-7445 

Andrews  Press,  507  Plantation  Rd  ,  Tallahassee,  FL, 
or  your  local  bookstore  Hard  cover,  $10.00;  soft 
cover.  $5  00  ( 160  pp. ) .  Net  proceeds  will  go  to  Church 
World  Service. 

RETIRED  MINISTER  for  part-time  Minister  of 
Visitation  for  1. 300-member  church  Mild  climate 
and  great  community  for  retirement.  Write  Rev 
Samuel  S  Day,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  522 
White  Ave  .  Grand  Junction.  CO  81501 

CUSTOM  STOLES,  banners,  paraments  Elaine 

Aniol  Wilson.  Designs  for  Worship,  P  O.  Box  7080, 
Dallas,  TX  75209. 

DIRECTOR  OF  WESLEY  STUDENT  Ministries 

EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT  needed  for  808 
member  church  in  county  seat  town  Send  resume  to 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church,  P  O.  Box  167, 
Quincy.  FL  32351,  or  call  (904  )  627-S226  for  further 
information. 

Washington  campus.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume 
deadline  June  15.  Inquire  of;  Melvin  Finkbeiner. 
Box  5596,  Seattle,  WA  98105 

1982  WORLD  S  FAIR,  May  1-Oct.  31  Rent  an 
apartment  or  Smokey  Mtn  chalet  convenient  to  the 
Fair  and  Gatlinburg.  Methodist  discount.  Free 
literature  Sleeps  4  —  12  Hurry!  Many  holds 
already  booked  Chamberlains,  4306  McCampbell 
Ln„  Knoxville.  TN  37918 

FULL  TIME  CLERGY  or  lay  person,  youth  and 
general  responsibilities.  University  town  near  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  P  O. 
Box  888,  Denton,  TX,  76201  Phone  (817  )  382  5478 
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Job  loss,  fear  drive  Salvadorans  to  U.S. 


Biggest  threat  said  random  violence,  not  government 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Many  Christians 
believe  U.S.  immigration  policies  need  to 
be  changed  to  provide  for  a  more  just 
treatment  of  the  Salvadoran  refugees 
who  fled  their  homeland  and  entered  the 
United  States  illegally.  To  responsibly 
decide  which  —  if  any  —  proposed 
change  should  be  advocated,  concerned 
Christians  need  to  know  why  the  refugees 
left  El  Salvador. 

The  following  report  on  the 
backgrounds  of  refugees  —  based  on 
Reporter  interviews  —  is  part  of  a  series 
which  has  examined  church-related 
efforts  to  help  the  refugees  through  civil 
disobedience  (April  16)  and  through  legal 
means  (April  30). 

The  Reporter  attempted  from  the 
beginning  to  try  to  find  Salvadorans  not 
necessarily  with  the  most  dramatic 
experiences  but  those  representative  of 
the  masses  of  refugees  coming  to  this 
country.  The  names  of  those  interviewed 
were  changed  to  protect  their  identity. 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Why  do  Salvadoran  refugees  — 
increasingly  aided  by  U.S.  church  groups 
in  their  fight  to  avoid  deportation  —  flee 
their  homeland  and  enter  the  United 
States  illegally? 

They  give  a  wide  variety  of  reasons. 

Fear  of  persecution  by  the  El  Salvador 
government  —  an  essential  criterion  for 
gaining  asylum  under  U.S.  law  —  was  not 
a  major  factor  behind  their  departure, 
said  most  refugees  interviewed  by  the 
Reporter  during  a  month-long 
investigation  in  California  and  Texas. 

But  two  other  reasons  for  departure 
were  given  by  nearly  all  the  refugees: 
(1)  The  armed  conflict  adversely 
affected  their  jobs;  (2)  They  feared  they 
might  accidentally  become  a  victim  of 
the  battles  between  left-wing  guerrillas, 
right-wing  death  squads  and 
government’s  military. 

In  those  ways,  Francisco’s  tale  is  typi¬ 
cal  of  the  more  than  two  dozen  personal 
stories  gathered  by  the  Reporter 

Francisco:  major  reason 

Francisco.  50.  escaped  from  El  Salvador 
was  that  few  Salvadorans  buy  cars  these 
days.  “Who  wants  to  buy  a  car  when 
people  are  always  turning  them  over  and 
burning  them?"  h&said  to  the  Reporter. 

He  could  not  make  a  living  as  a  car 
salesman.  And  his  little  restaurant 
"died”  when  people  began  to  go  home  in 
the  afternoon  so  as  not  to  take  a  chance  of 
still  being  outside  when  the 
government’s  evening  curfew  began. 

Civil  strife  had  begun  to  erupt  occasionally 
near  his  neighborhood.  He  feared  acci¬ 
dentally  walking  into  a  crossfire. 


So  he  tried,  unsuccessfully,  to  obtain  a 
visa  to  the  United  States,  finally  entering 
illegally.  He  now  struggles  to  earn  a 
living  selling  pots  and  pans  from  door  to 
door.  Better  jobs  are  not  available,  he 
said,  because  he  is  an  illegal  alien. 

His  wife  works  long  hours  at  a  garment 
factory  where  the  owner  hires  only 
illegal  aliens  and  pays  the  minimum 
wage  without  overtime  bonuses  and 
benefits.  No  law  prohibits  the  owner 
from  such  hiring.  But  if  she  or  Francisco 
were  discovered,  the  U.S.  government 
would  attempt  immediately  to  send  them 
back  to  El  Salvador.  (Nearly  1,000 
Salvadorans  are  deported  each  month.) 

Francisco  and  his  family  live  in  a 
sparsely  furnished,  overpriced  city 
apartment  and  in  constant  fear  of 
deportation.  Yet,  he  said  he  doubts 
anything  could  happen  in  El  Salvador 
that  would  cause  him  to  go  back 
voluntarily. 

A  United  Methodist  congregation  has 
provided  Francisco  with  spiritual 
strength  and  a  sense  of  community.  It 
has,  inadvertently  or  knowingly,  broken 
U.S.  law  by  helping  the  family  and  other 
Salvadorans  adjust  to  U.S.  society  and 
avoid  detection. 

Although  Francisco’s  story  was  typical 
in  many  respects  to  others  heard  by  the 
Reporter,  it  was  described  as  not  typical 
by  some  U.S.  Christians  who  are  actively 
involved  in  aiding  Salvadoran  refugees 
here.  They  said  they  believe  most  of  the 
2,000-5,000  Salvadorans  who  are 
estimated  to  enter  this  country  each 
month  have  fled  more  imminent  danger 
—  particularly  from  their  government  — 
than  did  Francisco. 

Other  involved  Christians  said  their 
experience  matched  the  Reporter’s 
findings. 

The  immigration  officials  are  chafing 
from  highly  publicized  protests  directed 
against  them  by  some  church-related 
groups  because  the  officials  have  not 
been  granting  asylum  to  Salvadorans 
and  have  been  deporting  them . 

People  like  Francisco,  the  officials 
retorted  to  the  Reporter,  clearly  are  not 
deserving  of  asylum.  ‘‘I’ve  never  heard  a 
single  story  from  an  arrested  Salvadoran 
that  meets  the  criteria  for  asylum  — 
even  if  the  story  could  be  proved,"  one 
district  director  said. 

Another  director  lashed  out  at  church 
groups,  saying  they  waste  their  time 
through  protests  directed  toward 
immigration  officials  and  acts  of  civil 
disobedience.  If  they  really  cared  for  the 
Salvadorans,  he  said,  they  would  be 
working  to  change  laws  and  policies, 
which  are  beyond  control  of  immigration 
officials  so  as  to  allow  Salvadorans  to 
remain  here  temporarily  until  the 


Action! 


That's  what  it  will  take 
if  you  want  your  church  school  to  be 
ready  to  utilize  the  new 
Children’s  Bible  Studies 
and  Youth  Bible  Studies 
curriculum  when  it  begins 
with  the  Fall  1982  Quarter! 


ORDER  CHILDREN'S  AND 
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turmoil  in  El  Salvador  dies  down. 

In  fact,  the  main  political  thrust  of 
most  church  groups  now  is  not  the 
seeking  of  permanent-type  asylum  but  of 
the  more  temporary  "protection" 
mentioned  by  the  immigration  officials 
(see  related  story  on  this  page). 
Temporary  "protection”  under 
internationally  agreed  upon  standards  is 
based  not  on  threats  of  government 
violence  but  threats  of  all  kinds  of 
violence. 

And  the  refugees  told  the  Reporter  of 
many  kinds  of  threats. 

A  few  refugees  who  spoke  with  the 
Reporter  had  abandoned  their  homes  on 
no  more  basis  than  did  Jose,  20,  a  bus 
driver:  "What  I  saw  happening  in  other 
parts  of  El  Salvador  scared  me.  I  wasn’t 
really  in  danger.  But  I’d  rather  run  than 
wait  to  see  what  happened.  ” 

But  for  Maria,  violence  appeared 
ready  to  engulf  her. 

Maria  •  Recruited  into  a 

guerilla  outfit  at  age  12,  Maria  has  as 
her  mentor  an  older  girl,  apparently  with 
some  standing  within  the  leadership  of 
the  outfit. 

One  night,  Maria  listened  as  her 
mentor  was  tortured  and  eventually 
killed  by  her  colleagues  who  accused  her 
of  some  sort  of  disloyalty.  Maria  felt  that 
they  would  accuse  her,  also.  She  fled. 

U.S.  immigration  officers  arrested 
Jose  and  Maria  after  they  entered  this 
country.  They  placed  him  in  a  detention 
facility  for  aliens.  Maria  was  put  in  a 
county  center  for  juvenile  delinquents.  A 
church  association  helped  both, 
arranging  for  their  release  on  bond  until 
their  asylum  hearings  are  heard. 

Alicia’s  experience  with  violence  was 
more  typical  than  Jose’s  or  Maria’s. 
“For  two  years,  I  had  not  been  able  to  get 
a  job,  due  to  the  war  situation.  Then  it  got 
to  where  it  wasn’t  unusual  to  be  walking 
down  the  street  and  hear  gunfire.  I  got 
tired  of  running  into  the  nearest  building 
for  protection.” 

Alicia,  24,  was  helped  across  the 
border  by  some  U.S.  Christians  who  have 
assisted  her  in  settling  as  an  undetected, 
illegal  alien  in  the  United  States. 

Violence  and  the  loss  of  a  job  often  are 
connected,  the  refugees  indicated. 

The  story  of  Lilia  exemplifies  that. 

Llll£t:  Her  husband 

worked  at  a  factory  that  was  a  target 
of  the  guerilla’s  national  campaign 
of  sabotage  of  commerce  and  trans¬ 
portation.  Lilia.  26,  said,  "The 
guerillas  just  kept  attacking  the  factory 
— it  was  owned  by  a  North  American 
company — so  that  the  managers  had  to 
pay  the  military  to  guard  it.  They  had  to 
cut  back  the  workers  to  cover  the  cost  of 
the  guards.  My  husband  lost  his  job." 

The  couple  was  dissatisfied  with  living 
on  her  income  as  a  seamstress  and  was 
concerned  by  the  "guerrillas  always 
attacking  the  National  Guard  near  where 
I  lived.” 

The  couple’s  family  pooled  savings  and 
decided  to  send  Lilia  on  to  the  United 
States  to  get  a  better  job  and  mail  money 
back  to  get  the  rest  of  the  family  out. 

The  family’s  dream  dissolved  —  at 
least  for  a  while  —  when  Lilia  crawled 
from  the  Rio  Grande  River  and 
immediately  faced  a  U.S.  Border  Patrol 
officer.  She  had  paid  the  family’s  savings 
in  several  "shakedowns"  by  Mexican 
police  and  to  a  "coyote”  who  had 
promised  that  he  could  lead  her  safely 
across  the  border  and  on  to  Houston.  A 
church  organization  bailed  her  from  jail 
and  currently  provides  a  home  while  she 
awaits  deportation  hearings. 

Among  the  large  number  of 
Salvadoran  boys  and  young  men  in  this 
country,  a  desire  to  avoid  being  drafted 
into  one  armed  group  or  another  is  a 
prime  motivating  factor  in  their  decision 
to  make  the  long  expensive  trip  to  the 
United  States. 

Antonio  •  Like  most  refu¬ 
gees  encountered  by  the  Reporter.  .Antonio, 
20,  claimed  to  have  been  neutral  in  the 
conflict  in  his  country.  But  when  he 
received  his  draft  summons  from  the 
National  Guard,  he  left  the  farm  where 
he  worked  and  reported  for  duty.  He  was 
told  he  wasn’t  needed  yet. 

“I  was  sure  they  would  contact  me 
again.  I  wanted  to  be  with  my  mother, 
but  she  begged  me  to  leave  because  she  said 
she’d  rather  have  me  far  away  than 
dead.”  No  side  offered  enough  hope  to  be 
worth  dying  for,  they  reasoned. 

A  United  Methodist  congregation  is 
helping  Antonio  receive  English 
instruction  so  he’ll  be  better  able  to 
obtain  a  job. 

Children  often  are  innocent  victims 
caught  in  the  middle  of  recruiters,  said 
Francisco  (the  former  car  salesman). 
When  one  of  his  sons  was  14,  “some 
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guerrillas  got  into  the  schoolground  with 
the  approval  of  a  teacher.  They  gave 
some  lectures.  The  government  army 
showed  up  with  tanks.  The  guerrillas 
fled,  but  hundreds  of  children  were  mal¬ 
treated  by  the  army,  made  to  lie  down  a 
half-hour  with  guns  at  their  backs.” 

After  living  in  the  United  States  a  few 
months,  Francisco  heard  that  his  two 
sons  —  now  aged  18  and  20  —  had  been 
asked  by  the  guerrillas  to  join  them. 
Although  he  knew  he  might  be  caught 
trying  to  sneak  back  into  the  United 
States,  he  returned  to  El  Salvador  in 
order  to  escort  the  sons  back  here.  "You 
can  turn  the  guerrillas  down  once,  but 
when  they  come  back  again,  they  may 
hurt  you  if  you  don’t  join,"  he  said. 

Nobody  interviewed  by  the  Reporter 
expressed  confidence  that  the 
government  is  likely  to  succeed  in  reform¬ 
ing  El  Salvador’s  economic  and  social 
systems.  Most  are  cynical  that  the  wealthy 
families  and  the  generals  ever  would  allow 
justice  for  the  common  people.  Many  think 
the  United  States  might  be  able  to  help 
by  pledging  to  withdraw  all  support  if 
the  generals  take  over  the  government 
again,  but  they  are  skeptical  that  U.S. 
policy  will  take  such  a  turn. 

Most  tended  Ur  blame  the  left-wing 
guerrillas  and  the  right-wing  forces  for 
the  violence  they  fled.  They  did  not 
connect  the  right-wing  assassins  with  the 
government  but  with  the  wealthy  land¬ 
owning,  families  who  oppose  the  land 
reform  efforts  of  the  government. 

Life  was  not  good  before  the  last  two 
years  of  civil  war,  but  it  was  bearable, 
several  refugees  said. 

In  fact,  life  was  improving  somewhat 
due  to  the  government’s  land  reform 
program  in  which  large  land-holdings 
were  being  turned  over  to  worker 
cooperatives,  Antonio  said.  "We  were 
paid  lousy  salaries.  But  our  wages 
doubled  from  $2  to  $4  a  day  soon  after  the 
reform  started.” 

The  land  reform  also  produced  an 
explosion  of  violence,  Antonio  said. 
Right-wing  forces  killed  to  keep  the 
peasants  from  taking  the  land  from  the 
wealthy  families,  he  said,  while  the 
guerrillas  sabotaged  and  tried  to  scare 
the  peasants  from  assuming  control 
because  they  feared  that  successful  land 
reform  would  reduce  support  for  the 
revolution  they  hoped  to  foster. 

The  refugees  seemed  to  be  reflecting 
something  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
Salvadorans  who  voted  in  the  recent  El 
Salvador  elections.  The  majority  of 
officials  elected  were  hardliners  pledged 
to  driving  out  the  guerrillas.  The 
refugees  indicated  to  the  Reporter  that 
their  strongest  desire  for  El  Salvador  is 
for  the  violence  to  stop. 

Several  said  they  had  been  excited  a 
few  years  ago  as  the  guerrillas  began  to 
show  their  strength.  But  they  have 
become  disillusioned  with  those  forces, 
too. 

Feliz  spoke  most  forcefully  on  the 
subject. 

Feliz:  The  owner  of  a 

small  restaurant  and  meat  distributorship 
in  a  village.  Feliz,  32.  said  he  was  caught 
in  the  middle,  with  some  of  his  family 
guerrillas  and  some  of  them  in  the 
National  Guard. 

Three  weeks  before  he  left  El  Salvador 
three  of  his  cousins  —  all  guerrillas  — 
were  killed  in  a  skirmish  on  the 
outskirts  of  town.  Because  of  the  way 
family  connections  work  there,  he  said, 
“I  thought  the  whole  family  might  be 
branded.  ”  He  abandoned  everything  and 
left  for  the  United  States  because  he 
thought  the  government  might  have 
targeted  him. 

Nonetheless,  Feliz  said  he  would  like  to 
return  and  help  rebuild  his  country  if  the 
guerrillas  are  driven  out  and  peace 
should  come.  "Based  on  statements  I’ve 
read  and  rumors  I've  heard,  the 
guerrillas  aren’t  so  interested  in  fighting 
for  the  whole  people  but  to  set  up  another 
oppressive  force.  I  wonder  whether  they 
would  ever  offer  democracy  if  they  won.” 

He  said  he  thinks  the  guerrillas 
probably  would  set  up  some  kind  of 
Marxist  government.  He  thought  for  a 
moment.  "I  guess  I  could  live  under 
them  if  I  could  have  my  freedom.  But  I 
don’t  want  to  trade  one  dictatorship  for 
another.” 

Feliz  is  living  with  three  other  adults 
and  two  teens  in  a  •  two-bedroom 
apartment.  The  others  support  him  while 
he  looks  for  a  job.  He  receives  various 
kinds  of  support  from  a  United  Methodist 
congregation. 

A  problem  mentioned  by  several 
Salvadorans  is  that  the  U.S  communities 
in  which  they  find  it  easiest  to  avoid 
detection  are  also  the  homes  of  large 
numbers  of  illegal  Mexicans.  The 
presence  of  illegal  Mexicans  drives 
wages  down  and  reduces  the  number  of 
jobs  Salvadorans  might  otherwise  get, 
Salvadorans  complained. 

Still,  some  Salvadorans  expressed 
hope  that  they  someday  will  grasp  the 
higher  wages  of  the  Americans.  For  that 
reason,  they  said  they  don’t  intend  to  go 
home  even  if  the  violence  stops. 

But  it  is  not  what  the  Salvadorans  hope 
to  grasp  in  the  United  States  that  most 
affects  their  status  in  this  country  —  it  is 
what  they  hoped  to  escape  when  they  left 
their  own  nation.  And  it  is  on  the  basis  of 
all  those  reasons  for  leaving  given  by 
Francisco,  Maria,  Lilia  and  others  that 
concerned  Christians  will  have  to  decide 
what  they  think  U.S.  policy  toward  the 
refugees  should  be. 


Salvadorans  Arrested  In  U.S.* 

8,800  Claimed  Asylum 


Cases  Heard  Hearings  Pending 


19,000  Voluntarily  Deported 


•Approximate  figures  for  last  two  years  as  of  March  1982.  Source:  U.S.  Immi¬ 
gration  and  Naturalization  Service.  umr  graphic  by  mike  hill 


Concerned  Christians 
have  several  options 
to  act  for  refugees 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

U.S.  Christians  appear  to  have  several 
main  options  for  dealing  with  the 
Salvadorans  —  the  largest  group 
currently  entering  the  United  States 
illegally  and  claiming  refugee  status. 

Knowledge  of  the  backgrounds  of  the 
refugees  (see  related  story  on  this  page) 
is  of  considerable  help  in  deciding  —  on 
the  basis  of  one’s  religious  faith  —  which 
option  a  Christian  feels  led  to  follow : 

(1)  Pressure  the  government  to  grant 
political  asylum  to  most  Salvadorans 
fleeing  here. 

(2)  Advocate  a  blanket  offer  of  the 
more  temporary  “extended  voluntary 
departure”  status  to  Salvadorans 
already  here. 

(3)  Engage  in  acts  of  civil 
disobedience  to  protect  the  Salvadorans 
from  deportation. 

,  (4)  Accept  the  status  quo  (see  box 
above). 

(5)  Accept  the  Reagan 
Administration’s  current  framework  for 
determining  whether  persons  may  stay 
or  be  deported  but  work  toward  better 
conditions  for  the  Salvadorans  while  they 
go  through  the  process,  (such  work  also 
is  suggested  by  proponents  of  No.  1,  No.  2 
and  No.  3) 

The  Reporter  has  found  that  each  of 
these  options,  except  No.  4,  is  advocated 
by  at  least  some  of  the  Christians  who 
are  working  with  the  Salvadorans. 

“Asylum”  vs.  “protection” 

Most  involved  church-related  groups 
are  advocating  either  the  asylum  or 
extended  voluntary  departure 
(protection)  options.  Church  World 
Service  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  has  recently  begun  a  new 
program  —  supported  by  several  relief 
agencies  including  that  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  which  has  as  a  main 
priority  the  obtaining  of  extended 
voluntary  departure  status  for  all 
Salvadorans  here. 

Persons  who  are  granted  political 
asylum  typically  are  able  to  become 
permanent  residents,  said  Vem  Jervis, 
spokesman  for  the  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service. 

But  persons  receiving  "protection" 
through  extended  voluntary  departure 
status  are  told  to  go  back  home  once  the 
fighting  there  subsides. 

That  makes  "protection”  politically 
more  palatable  to  Americans  who  want 
tighter  immigration  laws,  said  Pat 
Taran,  director  of  Church  World 
Service’s  new  program. 

Under  U.S.  law  and  internationally 
accepted  definitions,  persons  seeking 
asylum  should  show  that  they  face  a 
threat  of  persecution  from  their 
government  on  the  basis  of  race, 
religion,  nationality,  political  opinion  or 
membership  in  a  particular  social  group. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  extended 
voluntary  departure  status  is  offered  on 
the  basis  that  turmoil  exists  in  the 
refugees’  homeland  and  that  their 
government  cannot  guarantee  their 
safety  from  violence  of  many  sources. 
When  offered  in  blanket  form,  the  status 
goes  even  to  the  Salvadorans  who  came 
here  primarily  to  get  better  jobs.  It  does 
not  create  "an  open  door,  though,”  Mr. 
Jervis  said.  The  status  would  be 
available  only  to  persons  already  in  this 
country. 

Asylum  determinations  are  made  on  a 
case-by-case  basis  by  immigration 
officials  who  currently  are  granting 
asylum  to  only  one  of  about  every  30 
persons  reviewed. 

Extended  voluntary  departure  must  be 
recommended  by  the  U.S.  State 
Department  and  then  ordered  by 
immigration  officials. 

"We  don’t  find  the  current  situation 
warrants  that  at  this  time,”  Paula 
Kuzmich,  of  the  Bureau  of  Human  Rights 
in  the  State  Department,  told  the  Reporter 
last  week.  "We  do  not  concur  that  a  war  is 
going  on  in  El  Salvador,  although  there  is 


no  question  that  there  is  violence. 

Few  atrocities  documented 

Some  religious  groups  have  charged 
that  immigration  officials,  in  effect,  sign 
death  warrants  when  they  depart 
Salvadorans  back  to  their  violence- 
scarred  homeland. 

There  are  many  allegations  of  depor¬ 
tees  being  persecuted  when  they  return. 

But  Amnesty  International  —  the  Nobel 
Prize-winning  human  rights  organization 
noted  for  its  even-handed  professionalism 
—  has  been  able  to  document  only  one 
case  of  a  deportee  being  targeted  for  death, 
said  the  organization’s  Rona  Weitz.  (More 
than  19,000  Salvadorans  have  been  deport¬ 
ed  from  the  U.S.  in  the  last  two  years. ) 

That  does  not  mean  there  are  not  more 
cases,  she  cautioned.  "We’ve  received 
many  allegations,  but  it  is  a  difficult 
situation  to  document  because  of  the 
people’s  fear  of  reprisals  and  the 
escalating  conflict.” 

Several  church  and  human  rights  or¬ 
ganizations  said  they  did  not  know  of  any 
friendly  organized  efforts  to  meet  the 
deportees  when  they  get  off  the  plane  in 
San  Salvador  or  to  try  to  monitor  what 
happens  to  them  later. 

Even  if  deportees  don’t  become  targets 
of  violence,  it  isn’t  difficult  to  see  how 
they  could  become  random  victims  of  the 
conflict  into  which  they’ve  been  returned, 
many  Christian  leaders  argue. 

Immigration  officials  interviewed  by 
the  Reporter  were  inclined  to  agree. 

"Believe  me,  I  wouldn’t  want  to  be  in 
the  middle  of  that  situation  down  there  — 
or  any  place  where  I  might  be  hit  by  a 
stray  bullet,”  said  Hal  Bolden,  a  district 
immigration  director  in  southern  Texas. 

But  immigration  officials  as  well  as  a 
few  church  leaders  said  providing  pro¬ 
tection  isn’t  just  a  matter  of  whether 
people  need  it  but  how  much  they  need  it. 
It  would  be  impossible  for  the  United 
States  to  accept  all  persons  in  the  world 
who  want  to  get  away  from  armed 
conflict,  they  said. 

In  addition,  immigration  officials  said, 
persons  studying  the  issue  should  realize 
that  the  United  States  is  not  the  natural 
country  of  first  asylum  for  Salvadorans. 
Seven  Latin  American  nations  are  closer 
to  El  Salvador,  they  said. 

Contrary  to  claims  being  made  by 
some  groups  in  their  literature,  the 
United  Nations  High  Commission  on  Re¬ 
fugees  has  never  declared  that  Salva¬ 
dorans  refugees  should  automatically  be 
considered  eligible  for  political  asylum, 
said  commission  spokesman  Ed  Savage. 

However,  he  said,  the  level  of  conflict 
is  so  great  in  El  Salvador  that  all 
Salvadoran  refugees  should  be 
considered  eligible  for  temporary 
"protection,”  such  as  the  U.S.  extended 
voluntary  departure  status  offers. 

Some  immigration  officials  contend 
that  tney,  in  effect,  are  offering  tempor¬ 
ary  protection  through  their  slow  handling 
of  asylum  claims.  Only  some  300  cases 
have  been  dispatched  while  more  than 
8,000  Salvadorans  remain  free  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  awaiting  their  hearings. 

In  recent  years,  extended  voluntary 
departure  status  has  been  offered  people 
from  Uganda,  Ethiopia,  Lebanon,  and 
Nicaragua.  Polish  citizens  in  this  nation 
have  the  status  through  June  because  of 
the  declaration  of  martial  law  in  their 
homeland. 

Persons  interested  in  helping  the 
Salvadorans  under  one  of  the  options 
mentioned  in  this  story  can  obtain  more 
information  by  writing  to  Church  World 
Service,  475  Riverside  Dr,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10115. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


PERSONAL  GROWTH  RESOURCES 

A  unique  Christian  Business  sales  op¬ 
portunity.  Grow  spiritually  and  financially. 
Ph.  (800)  433-3324.  In  Texas  (000)  792-3293. 
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inside  the  table  on  which  the  patient  lies, 
and  the  fluoroscopic  tube,  the  image 
intensifier  located  in  the  mobil  “arm” 
positioned  above  the  patient.  A  contrast 
agent  such  as  a  barium,  amipaque  or 
pantoque,  is  ingested  or  injected  into  the 
part  of  the  patient’s  body  under 
examination.  As  this  contrast  medium 
flows  through  the  body,  an  image  is 
detected  and  projected  onto  the 
television  screen.  The  doctor  watches  the 
moving  contrast  medium,  tracking  it 
through  the  area  under  examination.  The 
physician  also  has  the  option  of  taking 
spot  films  which  can  be  used  for 
examinations. 

Advanced  camera  technology  offers 
improved  resolutions  and  contrast. 
Faster  spot-filming  facilities  are  offered 
which  reduce  the  factor  of  patient  motion 
and  thus  ensure  a  clearer  picture. 

The  television  image  produced  by  the 
new  system  will  be  much  more 
intensified  than  that  produced  by  older 
systems.  It  is  strengthened  by  a  factor  of 
several  thousand.  The  set  has  also  been 
developed  to  maintain  the  sharp  images 
for  years,  and  not  to  deteriorate  in 
picture  quality  with  use,  as  do  ordinary 
sets.  Eventually  a  video  taping  system 
will  be  introduced  to  afford  the  option  of 
both  moving  and  still  photographs. 

With  all  of  the  improvement,  the  new  R 
and  F  room  is  significantly  more 
efficient.  The  physician  can  perform  his 
or  her  monitoring  tests  quicker;  results 
are  sharper  and  usually  fewer  exposures 
are  needed.  This  means  less  exposure  for 
the  patient.  The  GE  unit  operates 
efficiently  using  one  of  the  lowest  dose 
rates  of  any  system  in  operation  today. 

In  addition  to  its  immediate  benefits, 
the  new  R  and  F  room  facility  will 
provide  even  greater  service  in  the 
future  when  digital  capabilities  are 
added.  The  facility  has  been  totally 
engineered  and  wired  to  accept  digital 
capabilities,  a  step  scheduled  for 
implementation  in  the  near  future. 


Ringgold  Burns 
Parsonage  Note 

The  Parsonage  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Ringgold  has  a  new  look. 

Nine  months  ago,  carpenters  and  painters  moved  in  to 
Completely  renovate  the  parsonage  at  the  cost  of  $18,500.  Three 
months  later,  the  Rev.  Joe  D.  Solomon  and  family  moved  into 
their  home. 

There  were  many  thankful  hearts  that  the  job  had  been  ac¬ 
complished  and  seven  months  from  the  time  of  renovation,  all 
repairs  were  paid  for. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  Audra  Fletcher,  Barrie 
Haynie  and  Dr.  Don  Moseley  present  the  note  to  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  be  burped. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  S.  Holliday  died  on  May  12. 

He  joined  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  full  connection 
in  1929  and  retired  in  1968. 

He  had  been  living  in  Springhill  since  his  retirement. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  has  recently  opened  new 
Radiography  and  Fluoroscopy  facilities 
providing  better  medical  imaging  with 
fewer  exposures  for  the  hospital  patient. 

The  new  $270,000  facility  in  the  eastern 
New  Orleans  Hospital  is  equipped  with 
the  newest  General  Electric  system 


providing  the  latest  state-of-the-art 
technology. 

Radiography  is  the  term  referring  to 
normal  x-ray  procedures;  fluoroscopy 
identifies  a  method  of  imaging  whereby 
moving  contrast  medium,  such  as 
barium,  is  seen  on  a  television  screen 
and  also  photographed  as  it  flows 


through  parts  of  the  body.  Fluoroscopy  is 
used  in  G.I.  series  testing,  in  chest  and 
diaphragm  examinations,  as  part  of 
angiograms,  nerve  blocks  and  many 
other  examinations. 

During  fluoroscopic  test,  the  patient  is 
placed  between  the  x-ray  tube,  located 


Dr.  Robert  Forenberry,  director  of  Radiology  at  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  demonstrates  the  hospital’s  new 
Radiology  and  Fluoroscopy  facilities. 
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First  TV  Broadcast  Slated 

_  _  _  \ 

For  New  Satellite  Program 


By  W.  DWIGHT  RAMSEY 

Plans  are  underway  for  the  first 
television  broadcast  via  satellite  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin  has 
announced  June  27,  at  3  p.m.,  United 
Methodist  churches  throughout  Louisi¬ 
ana  will  be  invited  to  view  the  very  first 
television  program  produced  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Each  of  the  50  churches  in  the 
conference  equipped  with  the  newly 
installed  downlink  (receiver)  will  serve 


as  the  host  church  to  churches  in  their 
area.  At  the  appointed  time,  the  host 
church  will  tune  its  receiver  to  the 
correct  channel  and  thus  become  a  part 
of  a  conference-wide  viewing  audience. 

The  television  signal  will  originate 
from  the  satellite  uplink  (transmitter)  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport  and  travel  approximately 
23,000  miles  into  space  to  the  Satcom  3 
satellite.  There,  it  will  be  transmitted 
back  to  earth  with  a  viewing  range 
covering  the  hemisphere. 

Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes,  pastor  at  First 


Joanne  Harris,  instructor  for  a  recent  video  production  clinic  at  First  Church  in 
Shreveport,  discusses  single  camera  television  programming  with  Dr.  Harvey  G. 
Williamson  and  the  Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey,  in  preparation  for  the  first  television 
broadcast  via  satellite. 


Pendleton  Memorial 


Church,  said,  “If  you  hold  a  flashlight 
two  feet  away  from  a  globe,  the  lighted 
area  will  show  you  how  much  of  the  earth 
we  will  be  able  to  reach,”  in  describing 
his  congregation’s  new  $3  million 
satellite  uplink  facility,  which  has  been 
made  available  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  special  program  to  be  aired  on 
June  27  will  be  a  video  tape  of  the  Open 
House  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Headquarters  Building  in  Baton  Rouge, 
which  will  include  Bishop  Shamblin 
giving  a  room-by-room  tour  of  the  new 
facility. 

Open  House  is  scheduled  for  June  19 
from  2  to  5  p.m.  and  June  20  from  3  to  5 
p.m. 

The  consecration  service  and  ribbon- 
cutting  ceremony  will  be  held  June  19, 
with  Gov.  David  C.  Treen  and  other 
dignitaries  from  across  the  state  present. 

Each  local  church  is  encouraged  to  be 
a  part  of  the  new  satellite  television 
network  by  watching  the  special 
program  on  June  27  at  3  p.m.  The 
churches  listed  below  have  the  necessary 
equipment  to  receive  the  satellite  signal. 

A  telephone  call  to  the  host  church  will 
help  in  the  planning  for  this  event. 

•  ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT:  Host 
churches  will  be  Newman,  First  and 
Horseshoe  Drive  in  Alexandria,  with 
First  Church  of  Pineville  and  Winnfield. 

•  BATON  ROUGE/HAMMOND 
DISTRICT:  Host  churches  will  be 
Ingleside  and  Broadmoor  in  Baton 
Rouge,  with  Blackwater  in  Baker  and 
First  Church  in  Denham  Springs  and 
Hammond. 

•  BATON  ROUGE/LAFAYETTE 
DISTRICT:  First  Church  and  Wesley  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  serve  as  host  churches, 
as  well  as  First  Church  and  Asbury  in 


Lafayette  and  First  Church  in  New 
Iberia.  Also,  the  Area  Office  Building  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  host  the  program  on  a 
downlink. 

*  LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT: 
Hosting  the  television  broadcast  in  the 
district  will  be  First  Church  and 
University  Church  in  Lake  Charles  with 
the  First  Church  of  Jennings  and  the 
Lake  Charles  District  Camp  in  LeBlanc. 

•  MONROE  DISTRICT:  First 
churches  in  Monroe,  West  Monroe,  Lake 
Providence  and  Waterproof  (St.  Joseph 
will  be  hosting  the  program  with  Sevier 
Memorial  in  Ferriday. 

*  NEW  ORLEANS/HOUMA 
DISTRICT:  New  Orleans  churches 
hosting  the  event  will  be  Carrolton, 
Rayne  Memorial,  Aurora  and  Peoples. 

•  NEW  ORLEANS/SLIDELL 

DISTRICT:  Pendleton  Memorial 

Methodist  Hospital  will  host  the 
program,  with  Bethany  in  New  Orleans, 
E.S.  Memorial  in  Bogalusa,  Munholland 
in  Metairie  and  First  Church  of 
Ponchatoula.  In  Slidell,  Aldersgate  and 
First  Church  will  host  the  program. 

•  RUSTON  DISTRICT:  Churches 
hosting  the  program  in  the  district  will  be 
First  churches  in  Arcadia  and  Homer, 
with  Farmerville,  Jonesboro,  and 
Haynesville  churches,  together  with 
Lakeview  in  Minden  and  Trinity  in 
Ruston. 

*  SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT:  First 
Church  Shreveport  will  host  the  program 
with  Noel,  Christ  and  Broadmoor 
churches  in  Shreveport.  Vivian  and 
Zwolle  churches  will  also  host  the  event. 

Other  programs  are  being  planned  and 
will  be  televised  via  satellite  to  the 
Conference,  with  details  announced 
later. 


Around  the  Conference 


3  Appointments 
Made  at  Perkins 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop  John  Russell  and  Dean 
James  E.  Kirby  have  jointly  announced  the  appointment  of 
three  new  staff  members  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
effective  at  the  time  of  their  respective  Annual  Conferences. 

Dr.  Guy  Garrett  and  Dr.  Lynn  Mims  are  appointed  from  the 
North  Texas  Conference  and  the  Rev.  Linn  Caraway 
Richardson  comes  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  to  the 
Perkins  staff. 

Dr.  Garrett  will  be  Director  of  Academic  Procedures,  filling 
the  position  vacated  by  the  retirement  of  C.  Wayne  Banks.  Dr. 
Mims  is  appointed  as  Associate  Director  of  the  Intern 
Program. 

The  Rev.  Richardson  will  be  the  Director  of  Admissions, 
following  the  retirement  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Holt.  She  will  also  direct 
the  recruitment  program  of  the  school. 


Bossier  Church 
Expands  Ministry 

First  Church  of  Bossier  City  has  a  new  and  interesting 
program. 

Lee  Williams,  director  of  Shreveport  Metro  Ministries, 
presented  the  program  to  the  congregation  on  a  recent  Sunday. 

The  program  now  includes  work  in  Bossier  City  as  well  as  in 
Shreveport  and  other  parts  of  the  Shreveport  District. 

The  work  on  the  Bossier  side  is  now  centered  in  the  Hooter 
Gym  and  the  Barksdale  Annex  area  and  the  Waller  Elementary 
School  where  a  tutoring  program  has  been  in  progress  all  of  the 
school  year  1981-1982. 

Kent  Seabaugh.  principal  of  the  school,  is  also  Sunday  School 
superintendent  for  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Thirty 
youngsters  and  30  tutors  are  now  active  in  the  program  which 
helps  boys  and  girls  in  grade  3  through  grade  6  with  reading  and 
math  skills. 

Mrs.  Richard  Thompson,  chairman  of  Missions  at  the  church, 
is  shown  with  Lee.  George  Pearce  Jr.,  pastor. 
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Voluntary  responsiveness  to  ethical 
concerns  by  businesses  welcomed 


A  new  era  of  constructive  cooperation 
between  major  religious  faiths  and  the 
international  business  community  may 
have  been  initiated  last  week  with  the 
announcement  by  the  Nestle  Corporation 
that  it  has  established  an  independent 
committee  to  handle  any  complaints 
about  the  firm’s  infant  formula 
marketing  practices  (see  UMR,  May  14) . 

Nestle  has  been  the  target  of  an 
extended  boycott  by  many  individuals 
and  groups,  including  numerous  church 
agencies,  who  claim  that  the  Swiss-based 
company  has  engaged  in  unethical, 
socially  damaging  marketing  practices 
in  Third  World  nations,  thereby  leading 
to  infant  malnutrition  and  premature 
death. 

Now  three  ministers  —  one  each  from 
the  United  Methodist,  United 
Presbyterian,  and  American  Baptist 
denominations  —  four  physicians,  and 
former  Sen.  Edmund  Muskie  will,  at 
Nestle’s  request,  constitute  a  committee 
to  receive  and  follow  through  with  the 
company  all  complaints  about  its  infant 
ormula  marketing  practices.  If  the 
committee  finds  that  a  complaint  seems 
valid,  it  will  forward  that  complaint  to 
the  company,  and  Nestle  must  report  its 
handling  of  the  complaint  back  to  the 
committee.^  Nestle  is  financing  the 
committee’s  work,  but  they  insist  the 
committee’s  work  will  be  conducted 
independent  of  Nestle  control. 

Nestle  official  Rafael  D.  Pagan  Jr. 
correctly  identified  this  as  “a  departure 
for  business.”  He  said  he  believes  that  if 
the  experiment  works,  “we  may  be 
witnessing  a  new  direction  for  resolving 
disputes  over  corporate  accountability.” 

We  hope  that  Mr.  Pagan  is  right.  We 
previously  affirmed  the  decision  by 
United  Methodism’s  Infant  Formula 
Task  Force  to  continue  in  discussion  with 
Nestle  rather  than  quickly  joining 
numerous  other  church  groups  in 
supporting  the  Nestle  boycott.  We 
continue  to  believe  that  a  boycott  is  never 
a  desirable  way  for  Christians  to  settle 
their  disputes,  and  should  be  used  only  as 
a  last  resort.  That  a  non-boycotting 
stance  apparently  has  contributed 
significantly  to  resolving  the  ongoing 
dispute  regarding  Nestle’s  marketing 
practices  is  most  encouraging. 

We  would  fully  expect  those  who  have 
found  it  necessary  to  engage  in  the 
boycott  to  look  upon  Nestle’s  change  of 
heart  with  a  degree  of  skepticism. 
Certainly  the  new  complaint-checking 
system  must  be  tested  to  make  certain 
that  it  is  credible.  Once  that  occurs,  we 
hope  those  groups  who  have  been 
boycotting  Nestle  will  see  fit  officially  to 
terminate  that  effort. 

It  should  be  apparent,  however,  that 
the  end  of  the  Nestle  boycott  will  be  a 
significant,  but  not  an  ultimate, 
achievement.  Nestle  is  but  one  of  some  30 
firms  worldwide  which  market  infant 
formula  in  Third  World  countries.  The 
ultimate  goal  symbolized  by  the  Nestle 
boycott  will  not  be  achieved  until  all 
infant  formula  manufacturers  bring 
their  marketing  practices  into 

^Interview  with  a  lUy^\ 

I’ve  been  considering 
the  way  you  are  clothed, 
for  I  was  told 

that  the  glorious  garments 
of  Solomon  can’t  be  compared 
with  you.  I  know. 

You’re  clothed  in  life, 
in  living  growth 
not  through  works 
of  toil  and  boasting. 

Because  salvation’s  of  the  Lord 
I’m  also  clothed  in  life. 

Jean  Rasmussen 
Wenonah,  New  Jersey 


THE  UNITED 
METHODIST 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller.  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Donald  Small, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
John  Lehman,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Sharon  Mielke,  Managing 
Editor;  Dan  Louis,  Joyce  Hopkins, 
Roy  Beck  and  John  Lovelace,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editors;  Garlinda  Burton, 
Staff  Writer;  Production:  George 
Wilhelm,  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland, 
Data  Processing  and  Mailing 
Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  < USPS954500 ) 
is  o*ntd  by  the  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by 
the  Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St.. 
Dallas.  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  12&- 
year  publishing  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist 
newspaper.  The  Reporter  maintains  no  official 
relationship  to  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  or  to  any  of  the  denomination's 
general  boards  or  agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the 
official  publication  for  42  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  which  publish  special 
regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent 
editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers 
with  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of  views 
held  by  United  Methodism's  membership. 
Editorial  opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  publisher  or  of  the  conferences 
served  by  the  Reporter,  but  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed 
letters  and  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the 
Reporter  reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff. 

SEND  CORRESPONDENCE  AND 
ADDRESS  CHANGES  TO : 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Phone:  (214  )  630-6495 
(Include  mailing  label  with  address 
changes.) 

Individual  subscripUons :  $10.00  per  year  for 
national  edition;  rates  for  subscriptions  to 
Annual  Conference  editions,  and  for  groups  of  10 
or  more  national  edition  subscriptions  available 
upon  request. 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  in  Dallas.  Texas 
POSTMASTER  Please  send  address  changes 
to:  P.O  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222 


conformity  with  the  internationally- 
accepted  marketing  code.  Hence  it  is 
unlikely  that  the  last  dispute  involving 
infant  formula  marketing  has  been 
resolved. 

If  Nestle’s  new  method  of  insuring 
corporate  responsibility  works  out  as 
well  over  the  long  term  as  both  Nestle 
officials  and  members  of  the  UMC’s 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  envision,  it 
may  provide  a  model  for  dealing  with 
similar  disputes  that  cannot  be  settled 
through  informal  dialogue  and 
negotiation. 

When  a  public  dispute  develops,  the 
voluntary  decision  by  a  business  to 
provide  a  credible  channel  through 
which  groups  in  the  private  sector  can 
raise  concerns  regarding  business 
ethics,  would  surely  reflect  the  desire 
that  business  leaders  be  socially 
responsible.  It  would  certainly  be  less 
costly  and  unpleasant  for  private  groups 
to  be  able  to  express  their  concerns 
through  a  conventional  channel  rather 
than  by  such  adversarial  means  as 
boycotts.  Fortunately,  the  vast  majority 
of  businesses  are  sufficiently  responsive 
to  public  opinion  that  public  contro¬ 
versies  like  the  one  over  infant  formula 
never  develop. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 
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Here  I  Stand 

Evolution  need  not  be  a  threat  to  us 
if  God  we  believe  in  is  big  enough 


MAY  21, 1982 


By  DEWITT  M.  GINN 

A  large  group  of  people  were  overjoyed 
by  the  announcement  that  Governor 
Treen  of  Louisiana  would  sign  the 
“scientific  creationism”  bill,  approved 
by  the  state  legislature.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  governor  indicated  he  had 
some  doubts  about  the  bill.  And  well  he 
might.  Already  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  was  planning  to  do 
battle  in  the  courts  over  the  bill’s 
constitutionality.  That  question  is  yet  to 
be  settled.  The  disputed  law  requires  that 
“scientific  creationism”  be  taught  in 
Louisiana’s  public  schools  whenever 
evolution  is  taught. 

As  a  minister  who  believes  that  the 
best  explanation  of  the  world’s  existence 
is  to  be  found  in  the  view  that  God  has 
taken  millions  of  years  to  create  and 
make  the  universe  (theistic  evolution),  I 
am  baffled  by  the  apparent  threats  to 
faith  felt  by  some  very  religious  people 
when  they  are  told  about  evolution.  They 
seem  to  think  that  Charles  Darwin  was  a 
great  enemy  to  belief  in  God.  They 
should  read  his  “Origin  of  the  Species.” 
The  last  sentence  of  that  book  reads, 
“There  is  grandeur  in  this  view  of  life, 
with  its  several  powers,  having  been 
originally  breathed  by  the  Creator  ...” 
Charles  Darwin  was  no  atheist.  Nor  did 


Mr.  Will’s  appeal  for  a  prayerful 
influence  on  USSR  is  ‘utter  naivety’ 


To  the  Editor: 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  article  by  Herman 
Will  (UMR,  Apr.  23)  is  just  another 
example  in  a  long  line  of  silly,  fatuous, 
leftist  articles  which  constantly  appear 
in  the  Reporter. 

It  appears  that  most  leftists  love  to  tor¬ 
ture  themselves  into  thinking  that  most 
of  the  ills  of  the  world  have  been  or  are 
caused  by  the  policy  of  the  United  States 
when  the  exact  opposite  is  the  case. 

Your  footnote  states  that  the  author, 
Mr.  Herman  Will,  “is  a  layman  who 
served  the  church  in  international  affairs 
staff  work  for  more  than  35  years.”  That 
being  the  case,  it  is  readily  understand¬ 
able  why  the  hierarchy  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  so  leftist  in  its 
thinking  with  people  with  the  mindset  of 
Mr.  Will  working  for  the  church  in  such 
positions. 

Mr.  Will  says  he  “hopes  that  the  tens  of 
millions  of  Christians  in  the  USSR  will  be 
praying  and  pressing  their  government 
to  allow  the  Polish  people  to  choose  their 
own  course,  without  Soviet  interference, 
through  a  period  of  great  economic  and 
political  difficulty.”  What  complete  and 
utter  naivety  Mr.  Will  shows! 

I  do  not  intend  to  imply  that  we  are 
guiltless.  Rather,  I  point  out  that  in  the 
cases  of  Cuba,  Nicaragua  and  now  El 
Salvador,  if  we  aid  the  Communists,  we 
shall  be  helping  the  international  con¬ 
spiracy  against  the  U.S.  as  well  as  con¬ 
demning  the  subjugated  peoples  to  a  life 
of  slavery  under  the  Communist  boot. 
Why  can’t  left-wing  liberals  see  that 
simple  truth!  Ralph  H.  Trader,  Jr. 

Wilmington.  Delaware 

If  people  believe  church 
our  country  is  in  trouble 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Herman  Will’s  “Here  I 
Stand,”  headlined  “Central  American 
power  struggle  needs  honesty,  Christian 
prayer,”  (see  UMR,  Apr.  23)  I  believe 
the  message  he  was  sending  out  was 
quite  clear. 

First,  he  seemed  to  wish  to  mesmerize 
the  naive  reader  to  the  intent  and 
purpose  of  writing  the  article  by 
subjecting  them  to  a  shower  of  impres¬ 
sive  self-descriptive  accolades  .  .  .  then, 
he  jumps  into  the  same  act  we  see  played 
by  the  Ed  Asners,  et  al.,  except,  this 
“shame  on  that  old  terrible  United 
States”  is  being  done  and  paid  for  within 
the  church. 

Anyone  that  has  studied  the  complete 
Marxist’s  history  and  been  cognizant 
through  the  years  of  the  happenings  all 
around  the  world,  knows  that  the 
“Russian  Bear”  did  not  just  tromp  into 
the  countries  it  has  taken  over  and  do  it 
with  “arms  wide  open,  with  love  and 
kisses.”  .  .  .  without  any  terrible  slaugh¬ 
ter  ...  and  I  do  mean  slaughter!  His 
article  was  squeaky-clean  of  any  death 
figures  attributed  at  the  hands  of  the 
Marxists.  After  reading  his  article,  I 
reminded  myself  to  try  and  get  him  a 
bumper  sticker  made  that  reads,  “Have 
You  Hugged  Your  Bear  Today?”  It  does 
seem  there  is  a  lot  of  “Bear  Hugging” 
going  on  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Was  it  not  Khrushchev  when  he  came 
to  the  United  States  in  the  '60’s  that  said, 
“You  will  fall  into  our  laps  like  a  ripe 
plum  ...”  “We  will  take  you  without 
ever  having  to  fire  a  single  shot ...”  And 
the  really  gentle  one.  It  does  sound  like 
he  had  gentle  on  his  mind,  doesn’t  it? 
And,  if  people  believe  these  one-sided 
presentations  coming  from  their  church, 
then  our  country  is  in  great  peril ! 

Jean  Justice 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 


Church  leaders’  views  on 
Central  America  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

There  seems  to  be  one  in  almost  every 
edition  of  the  Reporter.  The  last  such 
letter  to  the  editor  (UMR,  April  23)  was 
headlined  “Church  leaders’  views  in 
Nicaragua  chided.” 

Our  leaders  study  situations,  make 
trips  to  troubled  areas,  and  express  their 
convictions.  They  are  inspired  to  make 
these  careful  statements,  based  on  years 
of  study  and  motivated  by  their  deep 
Christian  convictions  and  their  love  for 
persecuted  people.  Note  the  work  of 
Herman  Will  on  the  same  page. 

Then  comes  a  letter  from  some  provin¬ 
cial  layman  who  hasn’t  had  a  new  idea  in 
20  years,  who  still  thinks  that  the 
Communists'  have  a  deceptive  power 
more  pervasive  than  the  liberating 
power  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 

Such  a  person  cannot  be  easily 
dissuaded  from  believing  that,  “the  junta 
has  been  Marxist-dominated  and 
oriented  all  along,”  or  "He  cannot  wait  to 
jump  in  bed  with  the  Marxists.” 

As  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will 
believe  the  thinkers  who  are  forced  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  to  speak  harsh  words  as 
the  Old  Testament  prophets  did,  rather 
than  the  talkers  who  believe  that  the 
Communists  are  still  back  in  the  era  of 
Stalin,  and  attempting  power  control 
wherever  the  American  news  media 
state  that  they  are. 

Very  true,  “It’s  time  we  shelved  our 
self-righteous  masochism/guilt  and 
recognized  reality.” 

Charles  W.  Try  on 
La  Verne,  California 

Explanation  needed  for 
General  Board’s  action 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  lifelong  United  Methodist,  fairly 
active  in  local  church  and  annual 
conference  affairs. 

Back  in  1976,  when  we  had  an  emphasis 
on  hunger,  I  was  skeptical  of  some  of  the 
intended  uses  of  funds  being  raised  in  the 
name  of  hunger.  But  there  was  no  way  to 
protest;  the  only  choices  were  to  give,  or 
not  to  give. 

My  fears  were  confirmed,  at  least  in 
part,  by  the  Reporter’s  recent  article 
headlined  “Tomato  wedge:  Call  for 
boycott  to  aid  Ohio  tomato  pickers  drives 
wedge  between  UMs  with  different  per¬ 
spectives”  advising  that  between  1976 
and  1980,  some  $30,000  was  given  to  a 
labor  organization  by  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  from  donations  to 
the  United  Methodist  “missional 
priority”  on  hunger. 

By  what  authority  was  this  done?  In 
some  cities,  charitable  organizations 
must  account  for  funds  raised.  Maybe 
I’m  missing  the  point,  but  to  give  funds 
collected  for  hunger  to  a  union  drive 
smacks  of  misrepresentation  at  best,  and 
a  clear  breach  of  faith  with  the  donors. 

The  issue  is  not  the  plight  of  farm 
workers,  but  the  use  of  funds  earmarked 
for  hunger.  It  is  no  answer  to  say  the 
farm  workers  were  hungry.  So  are  the 
poor  who  buy  Campbell’s  products. 

This  is  the  type  of  activity  which  is 
going  to  lead  to  more  Congregationalism, 
more  demands  for  accountability,  more 
distrust  of  national  church  boards  and 
staffs,  and  finally,  a  basic  change  in 
voting  to  give  lay  delegates  to  con¬ 
ferences  more  voting  power. 

While  we  give  lip  service  to  lay  voting 
power,  the  fact  is  that  the  clergy  gets  far 
more  voting  power  commensurate  with 
their  number  than  lay  men  (and 


women).  The  one-person/one-vote 
principle  of  the  Constitution  is  clearly  not 
part  of  United  Methodist  policy ! 

In  summary,  can  a  board  authorize 
such  use  of  church  funds?  What  body 
audits  fund  expenditures  from  a 
program  accountability  basis?  Congress 
has  the  General  Accounting  office,  and 
many  states  have  auditors  who  examine 
expenditures  vs.  programs  authorized. 

What  is  the  remedy  or  system  of 
accountability  if  this  was  an  improper 
use  of  funds? 

How  can  they  justify  such  use  of  funds? 
Isn’t  this  close  to  (if  not  actual)  misappli¬ 
cation  of  funds? 

How  is  this  a  “racial  issue,”  and  on 
what  basis  can  Religion  and  Race  give 
$6,000? 

Please  help  a  confused  layperson. 

Walt  Vernon 
Prairie  Village,  Kansas 

UMR  challenged  for 
running  letter  twice 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  the  letter  from  Theta  D. 
Wittman  of  San  Diego,  California  in  both 
the  April  30  and  May  7  issues  of  the 
Reporter. 

Shades  of  the  Ann  Landers  Re-cycling 
Flap.  At  least  she  waited  15  years  and 
changed  the  names  and  wording.  You 
waited  seven  days. 

Needless  to  say,  I  consider  myself  to  be 
conservative. 

E.  Ruth  Boggs 

Grand  Junction,  Colorado 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Reporter 
maintains  a  policy  of  publishing  no  more 
than  one  letter  from  any  individual 
during  a  90-day  period.  The  inclusion  of 
Ms.  Wittman’s  letter  headlined  “UMR 
affirmed”  in  consecutive  issues  was  the 
result  of  unintentional  human  error, 
which  we  regret,  and  not  an  effort  to 
heap  praise  upon  ourselves  or  anyone 
else. 


he  originate  the  ideas  of  evolution.  His 
thesis  was  evolution  by  natural  selection. 
John  Wesley,  the  founder  of  Methodism, 
believed  in  evolution  a  century  before 
Darwin. 

Further,  some  of  the  supporters  of 
“scientific  creationism”  bills  have 
charged  that  belief  in  evolution  has 
“created”  the  dual  menace  of  humanism 
and  atheism.  Many  have  even  equated 
these  two  “isms.”  Atheism  is  the 
assertion  that  there  is  no  God.  I  have 
known  many  scientists  in  my  life,  and 
none  of  them  is  an  atheist.  Yet,  all  of 
them  believe  in  evolution.  Humanism,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  simply  an  expression  of 
care  for  people.  Hopefully,  our  churches 
embrace  a  Christian  humanism  that 
cares  for  those  created  in  God’s  image. 

Many  of  the  “scientific  creationists” 
state  that  a  person  believes  in  either 
instantaneous  creation  or  atheistic 
evolution.  It  took  God  about  nine  months 
to  create  most  of  us.  There  is  no  problem 
in  seeing  God’s  handiwork  in  the 
processes  of  nature.  It  just  takes  the  eye 
of  faith.  It  is  no  big  deal  whether  God 
took  six  days  or  billions  to  create  the 
universe  and  its  various  forms  of  life. 
The  big  deal  comes  when  someone  has 
such  a  little  God  that  scientific  inquiry 
upsets  his/her  faith  so  much  that 
condemnation  and  accusations  are 
hurled  at  all  who  disagree. 

Truth  is  real  goal 

Such  fear-peddlers  have  been  around 
doing  hatchet  jobs  on  people  for 
centuries,  however.  They  harrassed 
Nicolaus  Copernicus  and  Galileo  Galilei 
for  their  “heretical”  teaching  that  the 
earth  is  round  and  goes  in  orbit  around 
the  sun.  They  attacked  Louis  Pasteur  for 
teaching  that  germs,  rather  than 
demons,  cause  disease.  Is  it  not  time  for 
us  to  realize  that  scientists  and 
religionists  both  seek  for  truth? 
Scientists  search  for  truth  in  observable 
empirical  data.  Religionists  search  for 
truth  in  values  and  relationships.  Surely, 
we  can  join  hands  in  this  pursuit  as  we 
attempt  to  use  all  truth  in  the  common 
task  of  serving  people.  As  God  created 
His  universe,  no  truth  we  discover  will 
hinder  His  purpose. 

Issue  in  the  background 

There  is  still  another  issue  in  the 
background  of  “scientific  creationism” 
bills.  It  is  the  issue  of  the  constitutional 
separation  of  church  and  state.  The  word 
“creationism”  is  loaded  with  religion. 
Whether  a  science  teacher  teaches  that 
the  universe  came  about  in  a  mini-second 
or  over  a  period  of  millions  of  years,  the 
moment  he/she  mentions  “creator,” 
religion  has  entered  the  science  class. 
Passage  of  a  “scientific  creationism” 
bill  therefore  requires  the  teaching  of  a 
religious  belief.  What  will  be  required  in 
the  future?  Do  we  have  some  who  desire 
a  “providential  history”  bill  (God 
directing  history)  or  a  “calculator 
math”  bill  (teaching  that  God  is  the 
celestial  calculator)  or  a  Zion  language 
bill  (God  directing  speaking  and 
writing)?  Where  will  all  this  end?  If  this 
sounds  absurd,  it  is  no  more  so  than 
“scientific  creationism.”  It  really 
disturbs  me  that  no  one  represented  the 
scientific  community  as  favoring  its 
becoming  law.  This  indicates  that 
religion  and  not  science  is  the 
beneficiary  —  religion  in  the  public 
schools. 

As  a  parent,  I  say  to  the  state:  “Teach 
my  children  science.  My  family  and  my 
church  will  teach  them  religion.”  As  a 
minister,  I  say  to  the  state:  “Keep  in 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Fairview,  Oklahoma 


With  this  issue,  UMR  welcomes  as  new 
readers  approximately  300  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Fairview  UMC  in  Fairview, 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Conference).  The 
Fairview  UMC  edition  started  publica¬ 
tion  with  the  May  7  issue  of  UMR. 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 


it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Fairview,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative,  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor,” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


By  BILLY  W.  SISTRUNK 

As  I  write,  it  is  a  cold  day  in  January, 
and  it  is  snowing.  But  my  heart  is  warm 
from  the  satisfaction  of  sharing  my 
story.  As  the  flakes  fall  to  make  God’s 
one  blanket  of  snow,  so  my  life  has  been 
pieced  together  with  His  guiding  hand. 

I  am  a  victim  of  multiple  sclerosis,  a 
disease  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord 
(central  nervous  system)  that  has 
affected  my  walk,  speech,  and  sight.  The 
multiplicity  of  its  effects  gives  the 
disease  half  its  name.  Sclerosis  is  the 
damage  the  disease  does  as  it  hardens 
the  tissues  in  the  brain  and  spinal  cord. 
Contrary  to  what  some  folks  think, 
multiple  sclerosis  is  NOT  a  mental 
illness,  nor  is  it  contagious,  preventable, 
or  curable  (YET!).  It  primarily  hits 
young  adults  between  the  ages  of  20  and 
40  years. 

With  the  help  of  God  and  those  He  has 
sent  to  help  me  —  my  wonderful  wife 
Bonnie,  our  three  children,  my  doctors, 
and  members  of  the  church  —  I  am  able 
to  lead  a  partially  normal  life.  I  use  a 
walker,  cane,  and  wheelchair  when 
necessary,  but  these  do  not  keep  me  from 
enjoying  hunting  and  fishing  trips  with 
my  family,  from  shopping,  or  from 
driving  a  car  when  it  is  not  hazardous  to 
myself  or  others.  Supporting  my  church 
is  a  main  priority  in  my  life. 

At  the  age  of  36,  there  are  times  when  I 
am  not  without  discomfort  or 
discouragement.  I  found  myself  “at  loose 
ends”  when,  about  two  years  ago,  I  could 
no  longer  go  to  work  every  day.  I  now  fill 
my  waking  hours  with  yard  work, 
assisting  my  wife  and  children  around 
the  house,  and  performing  exercises  that 
help  keep  my  body  mobile.  And,  I’m 
registered  for  a  cake  decorating  course. 

God  has  been  a  Shepherd  to  me  and  a 
healing  force  during  these  12  years  since 
my  diagnosis.  In  August,  1969,  I  lost  my 
eyesight  for  3  months.  My  optometrist 


first  suspected  MS  when  he  found  I  had 
20-20  vision,  but  I  was  seeing  double  and 
could  not  focus  on  any  object.  I  became 
panic-striken.  I  turned  to  the  23rd  Psalm 
which  I  had  learned  as  a  child,  and  soon 
God  took  my  burden  and  my  eyesight 
returned.  As  I  lay  praying  in  a  hospital 
bed,  a  vision  appeared  to  me  on  the  wall 
and  I  knew  God  was  letting  me  know  that 
He  hadn’t  forgotten  and  that  I  must 
maintain  faith. 

God  has  given  me  the  strength  to  face 
my  disease.  He  has  given  me  the  will  to 
live  and  enjoy  my  family  and  friends.  I 
could  give  up  and  allow  my  muscles  to 
waste  away,  but  I  don’t  see  that  as  God’s 
plan  for  me.  He  has  made,  from  the 
“snowflakes  in  my  life,”  a  beautiful 
blanket  of  snow  and  His  steadfast  love 
will  endure  forever. 

“My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Billy  W. 
Sistrunk,  is  a  member  of  St.  Luke's  UMC 
in  Kilgore,  Texas  (Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double  spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My 
Witness,”  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 
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DeVVitt  Ginn 
your  realm  of  affairs.  Search  our 
nation’s  constitution  for  your  authority  to 
pawn  religion  in  the  name  of  science.  Our 
God  is  bigger  than  any  theory  or  fact. 
Leave  it  to  us  who  are  religious  and  to 
our  institutions  and  our  families  to  teach 
our  beliefs.  If  we  fail,  we  can  blame  only 
ourselves.  If  our  God  is  so  small  that  any 
discipline  pushes  Him  out  of  our  lives  and 
out  of  the  universe,  then  we  have  too 
small  a  God.  But  that  is  our  problem.  The 
state  has  no  business  trafficking  in 
religion.” 

Blessed  with  religious  freedom 

We  in  the  United  States  have  been 
blessed  with  religious  freedom.  We  can 
be  United  Methodist,  Baptist,  Jew, 
Catholic,  Muslim,  atheist  or  any  other. 
The  constitution  provides  this  right.  The 
Supreme  Court  has  served  us  well  in 
keeping  freedom  as  a  viable  force  in  our 
society.  Without  the  first  amendment, 
the  schools  throughout  this  nation  could 
bow  to  the  pressures  of  religious  groups 
to  do  their  work.  This  has  been  done  in 
some  areas.  Protestants  have  public 
schools  aid  in  their  evangelism. 
Catholics  have  used  them  to  teach  their 
catechism.  Buddhists  have  them  to  aid  in 
their  prayers.  The  Supreme  Court  has 
called  a  halt  to  this.  I  hope  the  courts  also 
will  call  a  halt  to  “scientific  creationism.” 
creationism.” 

If  people  of  religious  faith  among  us 
want  to  teach  that  God  is  the  creator, 
then  let  us  get  at  it.  It  is  an  expression  of 
a  little  faith  and  a  big  laziness  to 
pressure  the  state  into  doing  our  work  for 
us.  Jesus  rejected  the  powers  of 
government  to  accomplish  His  mission  in 
the  world  ( Matthew  4 : 8-1 1 ) .  He  chose  the 
ways  of  God  —  love,  sacrifice,  service; 
proclamation  and  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  It  was  to  His  disciples,  not  to 
governments,  that  Jesus  gave  the  Great 
Commission.  To  those  who  pushed  and 
accused  and  threatened  until  a 
“scientific  creationism”  bill  passed  in 
Louisiana,  “What  and  whose  method  are 
you  using?” 

If  the  law  is  not  rejected  in  the  courts, 
it  has  been  estimated  that  it  will  cost 
Louisiana’s  tax  payers  $18  million  to 
implement  this  bill,  as  textbooks  that 
include  “scientific  creationism”  will 
have  to  be  researched,  purchased  and 
distributed.  Additionally,  science 
teachers  will  need  instruction  as  to  the 
ramifications  of  the  law  and  the  meaning 
of  “scientific  creationism.”  I  hope  that 
other  state  legislative  bodies  will  not  bow 
to  pressures  and  pass  similarly 
expensive  and  unnecessary  bills .  • 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  theif 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  weefe’s 
contributor  is  DeWitt  M.  Ginn,  Th.  d\, 
minister  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  West  Monroe,  Louisiana. 
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My  Witness 

God  provides  the  ability  to  see 
the  beauty  of  life  beyond  a  disease 
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Council  delays  action 
on  ‘gay’  fellowship’s 
request  for  membership 


By JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  -  The  National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
has  anticipated  for  years  that  it  would 
some  day  have  to  face  a  membership 
application  from  a  denomination  which 
claims  that  80  percent  of  its  members  are 
“gay”  or  lesbian. 

The  council  came  eyeball-to-eyeball 
with  that  denomination,  the  Universal 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches,  here  May  13  during  the  regu¬ 
lar  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  council’s 
policy-making  Governing  Board.  And  the 
council  blinked— deciding  that  it  will  not 
t*e  ready  to  make  a  decision  on  this 
matter  for  at  least  a  year. 

The  Governing  Board  postponed  until 
its  May  1983  meeting  in  San  Francisco 
taking  a  vote  whether  the  Metropolitan 
fellowship  is  eligible  for  council  mem¬ 
bership.  Even  if  it  is  declared  eligible,  it 
would  still  face  —  as  would  any  applicant 
church  or  denomination  —  a  lengthy  pro¬ 
cess  before  gaining  membership. 

.  An  affirmative  vote  on  eligibility  had 
been  recommended  to  the  board  by  the 
council’s  membership  committee.  But  an 
hour-long  debate  and  an  eventual  88-77 
vote  proved  that  the  board  was  not  ready 
to  make  a  decision. 

On  that  split  vote  the  issue  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  council’s  Commission  on 
Faith  and  Order.  The  substitute  motion 
frankly  acknowledged  that  the  applica¬ 
tion  “raises  the  fundamental  issues 
about  the  nature  of  the  church  and 
human  sexuality”  and  asks  the  Faith  and 
Order  Commission  to  study  “the 
ecclesiological  issues  raised  by  this  ap¬ 
plication,  including  the  nature  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  fellowship  in  the  NCC.” 

Observers  said  that  this  is  what  the 
issue  boils  down  to : 

:.  1.  There  is  some  question  whether  the 
Metropolitan  fellowship  is,  in  fact,  a 
church.  This  is  the  “ecclesiological 
issue”  at  hand.  The  answer  is  vital  to  the 
council’s  understanding  of  itself  as  a 
national  council  “of  churches  of  Christ.” 

2.  It  is  understood  that  some  member- 
Communions  —  the  exact  number  is  not 
•known  —  have  adopted  as  policy  the 
•position  that  homosexual  behavior  is  a 
sin.  Some  NCC  member-communions 
.also  have  studied  the  broader  issue  of 
Shuman  sexuality”  question  and  that 


some  have  issued  statements  and/or 
position  papers  on  the  subject. 

3.  Many  within  the  council  assume 
that  if  membership  for  the  Universal 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches  were  to  be  approved  one  or 
more  current  member  communions 
would  likely  withdraw  from  the  council. 
One  delegate  from  the  American  Baptist 
Churches  in  the  USA  told  the  Reporter 
that  she  believed  her  denomination 
would  do  just  that. 

The  Faith  and  Order  commission’s 
acting  head,  the  Rev.  Jeff  Gros,  a  Roman 
Catholic,  told  the  Reporter  that  his 
group’s  first  action  will  be  to  survey  the 
council’s  member-communions  to  find 
out  what  studies  they  have  done  and  what 
positions  they  have  taken  on  the  issue  of 
homosexuality. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James  Arm¬ 
strong,  presiding  over  his  first  Govern¬ 
ing  Board  meeting  since  his  election  as 
NCC  president  last  November,  told  a 
news  conference  he  believes  that  most 
member-communions  have  discussed 
the  issue.  He  supported  the  Faith  and 
Order  survey  as  a  beginning  step. 

One  irony  in  the  referral  to  the 
commission  is  that  not  all  32  member 
communions  are  represented  on  it.  But 
the  two  largest  non-council  members, 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  are 
represented  on  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission  and  thus  may,  if  they  so 
choose,  participate  in  this  controversial 
membership  question. 

Action  on  this  early  step  in  the 
Metropolitan  fellowship  church’s  mem¬ 
bership  request  so  dominated  the  meeting 
here  that  extra  time  was  allowed  for  its 
discussion  and  other  agenda  items  were 
shifted  to  make  room  for  it. 

The  Governing  Board  adopted  a 
“triennial  framework”  and  the  theme  of 
“Pursuing  Peace  with  Justice”  as  the 
council’s  emphasis  for  1982-84. 

The  board  adopted  resolutions  which 
placed  the  council  at  odds  with  the 
Reagan  administration  on  several 
current  issues,  including  prayer  in  public 
schools,  mass  exclusion  or  deportation  of 
undocumented  persons  without  due 
process  of  law,  tax  exemptions  for  two 
schools  which  segregate  or  discriminate 
on  the  basis  of  race,  and  tuition  tax 
credits  to  non-public  schools. 


Bishops’  trials  occur 
in  denomination’s  past 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Even  though 
UMR’s  staff-written  report  did  not 
contain  the  inaccuracies  referred  to  in 
the  following  article,  the  information  on 
the  “trials  of  bishops”  may  be 
of  historical  interest  to  UMR  readers  in 
slight  of  the  May  20  hearing  in  Los 
'-’^ngeles  regarding  accusations  made 
^against  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  A 
-seven-member  Committee  on 
^Investigation  is  to  determine  if  there  is 
^sufficient  evidence  in  support  of  the 
-accusations  made  against  the  Denver 
’Area  bishop  in  connection  with  his 
/appointment  of  a  self-identified 
^homosexual  minister  last  fall  need  to 
''[warrant  a  church  trial. 

By  JOSEPH  MITCHELL 

A  news  release  from  United  Methodist 
•  ;News  Service  about  the  appointment  of  a 
V seven-member  Committee  on 
;  Investigation  to  consider  accusations 
against  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr., 
includes  three  historical  errors  in  a 
single  sentence. 

The  release  says  that  if  Bishop 
;  -Wheatley  is  charged  “it  will  be  the  first 
time  a  bishop  has  been  tried  since  1904 
.  when  Borden  Parker  Bound  was  accused 
and  acquited  of  false  doctrine.”  The 
:  man’s  name  was  not  Bound  but  Browne; 
he  was.  not  a  bishop  but  a  professor  at 
Boston  University,  and  at  least  one 
bishop  has  been  tried  and  convicted  since 
;  1904. 

;  In  1928,  Anton  Bast,  a  Danish  minister 
;  who  had  been  elected  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  1920  to  the  episcopacy,  was 
charged  with  "Imprudent  and 
Unministerial  Conduct”  and  “Imprudent 
Conduct”  and  was  tried  by  a  select 
committee  of  17  of  the  General 
Conference.  The  committee,  presided 
over  by  Bishop  Francis  J.  McConnell, 
found  Bishop  Bast  guilty  on  'both 
charges.  The  undisclosed  content  of  the 
specifications  against  Bishop  Bast 
claimed  that  he  had  withheld  profits 
from  a  temperance  newspaper  which  he 


had  founded  and  that  he  had  been  seen 
frequently  with  a  lady,  a  government 
official’s  wife,  on  yachting  trips.  Bishop 
Bast  was  permanently  suspended  from 
exercising  the  functions  of  the 
episcopacy  but  was  permitted  to  remain 
in  the  ministry.  (Two  articles  about  this 
case,  written  by  Donald  Carl  Malone, 
have  appeared  in  Methodist  History  for 
October,  1973  and  January,  1976.) 

Perhaps  more  widely  known  than  the 
Bast  case  was  that  involving  Bishop 
James  Cannon  Jr.,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  whom 
Virginius  Dabney  called  the  “Dry 
Messiah”  because  of  his  labors  in  the 
vineyard  of  prohibition.  Bishop  Cannon 
was  charged  by  four  elders  of  the 
church,  including  future  bishop,  Costen 
J.  Harrell,  of  gambling,  flour  hoarding, 
lying  and  adultery,  and  a  special 
committee  of  12  was  appointed  to  hear 
these  charges  in  1930.  The  report  of  the 
committee,  released  by  Bishop  William 
Ainsworth,  stated  that  after  due 
deliberation  “the  committee  found  no 
trial  necessary  and  recorded  its 
judgment  in  legal  form." 

Some  members  of  the  General 
Conference  of  1934  were  not  satisfied 
with  this  verdict,  however,  and  sought,  to 
no  avail,  to  remove  Bishop  Cannon  from 
the  active  episcopacy.  So  controversial 
was  this  trial  and  its  findings  that  the 
official  records  of  it  are  still  locked  up  in 
one  of  the  vaults  at  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  in  Nashville,  and  at 
least  one  scholar  who  is  working  on  a 
biography  of  Bishop  Cannon  has  not  yet 
received  permission  to  examine  them. 

But  Bishop  Bast  and  Bishop  Cannon 
are  only  two  of  a  rather  long  list  of 
bishops  of  the  Methodist  tradition  who 
have  had  charges  levelled  at  them. 

Dr.  Joseph  Mitchell,  a  member  of 
United  Methodism’s  Virginia  Annual 
Conference,  is  a  professor  of  Philosophy 
and  Religion  at  Troy  State  University, 
Troy,  Ala.  He  is  a  specialist  in  the  history 
of  the  United  Methodist  episcopacy. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen's 

concluding  year  as  pastor  is 
June  1,  1982-May  31 ,  1983 

Information  about  cassette 
tapes  of  his  sermons  is 
available  by  writing  to: 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street 
Houston,  TX  77002 


El  Salvador:  ‘Where  God  wants  me  to  he" 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  fourth  of  a  series  of  exclusive  reports  from  Central 
America  by  a  veteran  religion  reporter,  the  Rev.  John  Workman.  Their  special 
focus  is  on  the  perspective  of  Christians  living  in  this  troubled  region  and  seeking 
to  bring  their  faith  to  bear  on  issues  involving  both  the  United  States  and  the 
nations  of  Central  America. 

Mr.  Workman,  religion  editor  of  the  Arkansas  Gazette,  represented  the  Reporter 
on  a  recent  12-day  trip  to  the  Central  American  countries  of  Nicaragua,  Honduras 
and  El  Salvador. 


By  JOHN  WORKMAN 
Special  To  The  Reporter 
He’s  26  and  reminds  me  of  my  own 
sons.  He’s  from  Kansas,  a  Mennonite 
worker  here  some  18  months. 

“It’s  the  second  time  in  my  life  that 
I  really  know  I’m  where  God  wants 
me  to  be,”  Blake  Ortman  of  Wichita 
said  to  me  in  response  to  a  question 
while  I  was  in  El  Salvador.  (The  first 
time,  he  later  confided,  was  in  an 
inner-city  project  in  California. ) 

Four  of  us  had  visited  leisurely 
after  dinner  in  the  hotel  dining  room. 
To  get  away  from  the  noise,  we  went 
to  our  room  where,  in  a  quieter 
setting,  he  felt  freer  to  tell  his  story. 

You  can’t  fully  appreciate  the  story 
without  hearing  it  first-hand,  and 
watching  this  strong  young  man,  who 
supervises  a  staff  of  eight  in  refugee 
relief  and  community  development 
work,  struggle  for  composure  and  to 
keep  back  the  tears  as  he  tells  of  the 


death  of  his  friend  —  a  Salvadoran 
community  worker.  Apart  from  such 
an  emotional  recounting,  it  would 
sound  like  “just  another  atrocity 
story.”  “They  took  him  to  the  center  of 
the  village,  put  his  neck  against  a  log 
and  cut  off  his  head,”  Mr.  Ortman  said. 

His  story  is  just  one  of  many  in  the 
“agony”  of  El  Salvador  and  other 
Central  American  countries  where 
committed  Christians  may  be 
martyred  as  they  struggle  heroically 
to  do  what  they  believe  God  is  calling 
them  to  do. 

Regardless  of  their  views  on 


political  events  in  Central  America 
and  their  opinion  of  United  States 
foreign  policy,  religious  workers  in 
Central  America  agree  that  a  major 
role  needed  from  American 
Christians  is  that  of  engaging  in  a 
“massive  education  program” 
concerning  the  basic  issues  that 
confront  this  troubled  region  (see 
earlier  reports  in  this  series,  April  30, 
May  7  and  May  14). 

Church  officials  in  Central  America, 
after  asking  for  the  continued  prayers 
of  Christians  overseas,  seem  not  so 
much  concerned  that  American  church 


Enriching  lives  goal 
of  church-supported 
development  projects 

LAKE  YOHOA,  Honduras  —  A 
young  boy  gives  “protective  custody" 
to  his  new-born  goat,  the  first 
offspring  of  the  nanny  provided 
through  Heifer  Project  International’s 
animal  distribution  project  in  this  vil¬ 
lage.  The  goal  of  Heifer  Project,  an 
international  development  agency 
supported  by  many  United  Methodist 
congregations,  is  to  enable  villagers 
in  developing  countries  to  enrich  their 
lives  through  agricultural  products 
which  improve  nutritional  levels. 
They  do  this  by  placing  animals  with 
farmers  in  developing  countries  and 
providing  training  for  their  care. 


members  “choose  sides”  in  political 
debates  as  that  they  understand  the 
problems. 

Meanwhile,  church  life  continues 
and  worship  is  conducted  on  a  more  or 
less  regular  schedule  in  the  areas  I 
visited.  What  can  make  life  dangerous 
for  Christian  workers  is  the  mis¬ 
perception  in  some  sectors  that  the 
churches  are  “anti-government” 
because  of  their  community 
development  work.  Su  h  Christian 
efforts  include  agricultural  projects, 
and  water  and  health  projects.  In 
addition  they  seek  to  minister  to  the 
massive  number  of  refugees  and 
displaced  persons  in  camps  scattered 
throughout  the  region.  Many  of  these 
efforts  are  supported  by  European 
and  American  churches. 

These  pictures  taken  by  Mr.  Work¬ 
man  illustrate  several  aspects  of  the 
church’s  work  in  Honduras,  Nica¬ 
ragua  and  El  Salvador. 


LA  FLORIDA,  El  Salvador  —  A 
woman  carries  firewood  and  leads  her 
child  to  the  80-family  cooperative 
farming  village  here  about  50  miles 
northwest  of  San  Salvador.  The 
project  operated  by  an  agency  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  El  Salvador 
represents  a  part  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion’s  response  to  world  hunger.  The 
cooperative  farm,  now  in  its  third 
year,  has  diversified  vegetable  crops. 
The  addition  of  a  dairy  herd  is  under 
consideration. 


‘Displaced’  find  homes 
as  Christians  care 

VILLAGE  NEAR  MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  —  Villagers 
attend  a  ceremony  for  the  presentation  of  a  new  water  pump 
—  the  long  object  leaning  against  the  shed  —  provided  by 
CEPAD,  the  principal  Protestant  service  agency  in 
Nicaragua.  CEPAD  consists  of  38  cooperating 
denominations.  Among  the  programs  it  sponsors  are  projects 
to  further  community  development,  to  train  women  in  health 
and  home  care,  to  train  community  health  workers,  to 
provide  wells  and  water  resources  and  to  operate  a  credit 
agency  for  small  business  and  agricultural  development. 

SAN  SALVADOR  —  Members  of  Resurrection  Lutheran 
Church  here  talk  with  displaced  persons  in  a  recently 
established  settlement  area  within  the  city.  The  congregation 
has  just  started  its  own  settlement  for  people  who  have  been 
displaced  by  civil  strife  and  who  have  been  hiding  in  the  hills. 

An  estimated  20  percent  of  the  4.5  million  people  living  in 
El  Salvador  are  “displaced"  and  another  l  million  are 
“refugees”  who  have  fled  the  country. 

Most  of  the  care  for  the  displaced  persons  is  supervised  by 
the  government  and  actually  provided  by  Salvadoran 
religious  organizations  which  receive  support  from 
American  and  European  Christians. 


Prayer  amendment:  proposal  lauded,  criticized 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Standing 
before  a  crowd  of  religious  conservatives 
in  the  White  House  rose  garden, 
President  Reagan  announced  his  plans  to 
introduce  a  constitutional  amendment  to 
allow  voluntary  group  prayer  in  public 
schools. 

“No  one  will  ever  convince  me  that  a 
moment  of  voluntary  prayer  will  harm  a 
child  or  threaten  a  school  or  state,"  he 
said.  “But  1  think  it  can  strengthen  our 
faith  in  a  Creator  who  alone  has  the 
power  to  bless  America.” 

“And  .that’s  the  key  word  — 
‘Voluntary,’  ”  Mr.  Falwell  said.  “Today 
the  freedom  of  worship  of  our  children  is 
being  denied  and  the  only  way  to  return 
that  freedom  is  to  circumvent  the 
Supreme  Court  with  a  constitutional 
amendment  guaranteeing  it.” 

Mr.  Falwell’s  comment  about  the  court 
referred  to  the  ruling  in  1962  that  banned 
prescribed  prayer  in  the  public 
classroom.  In  a  subsequent  case,  both 
group  prayers  and  Bible  readings 
conducted  by  a  teacher  or  school  official 
were  held  -to  be  an  unconstitutional 
“establishment  of  religion”  —  expressly 
forbidden  by  the  First  Amendment. 

Lower  court  rulings  have  expanded  the 
rule  to  include  group  religious  exercises 


led  by  students,  but  no  court  has 
forbidden  voluntary  silent  prayer  or 
periods  for  private  meditation. 

Justice  Department  aides  still  are 
working  on  precise  language  for  the 
proposal. 

How  the  measure  is  worded  will 
determine  the  support  it  gets  from  the 
religious  community. 

The  projected  amendment  has  drawn 
sharp  criticism  from  mainline  denomi¬ 
nations  and  some  evangelical  leaders. 

Six  religious  organizations  endorsed  a 
statement  saying  that  "efforts  to 
introduce  religious  practices  into  public 
schools  generate  the  very  interreligious 
tension  and  conflict  that  the  First 
Amendment  was  designed  to  prevent,” 
and  would  “trivialize”  prayer. 

The  signers  were  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee,  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  National  Jewish 
Community  Relations  Advisory  Council, 
the  Synagogue  Council  of  America,  the 
National  Coalition  for  Public  Education 
and  Religious  Liberty  and  the  American 
Jewish  Congress. 

Claire  Randall,  top  executive  of  the 
National  Council,  agreed  with  President 
Reagan’s  assertion  that  the  government 
“should  not  forbid  religious  practice.” 


but  she  said  the  proposed  amendment  is 
unnecessary. 

“We  believe  that  the  First  Amendment 
adequately  protects  the  freedom  of  all 
Americans  to  worship  as  they  choose. 
Any  child  can  pray  to  God  any  time,  any 
place,  in  any  language.  We  rejoice  in  that 
freedom  and  want  it  protected,”  she  said. 

Several  religious  spokespersons  called 
the  proposed  amendment  “divisive," 
“dangerous"  and  an  infringement  on 
minority  rights. 

Prof.  John  M.  Swomley  of  United 
Methodist-related  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  a  specialist  in 
church-state  relations,  said  “What  the 
president  wants  is  not  voluntary  prayer 
but  a  captive  audience  to  listen  to  prayer. 
He  apparently  has  no  concept  of  minority 
rights  since  his  statement  that  nobody 
need  be  a  part  of  the  prayer  simply  opens 
minorities  —  Jews,  humanists,  atheists 


—  to  be  persecuted  by  their  classmates 
or  looked  down  on  by  their  teachers.” 

Other  opponents  of  the  amendment, 
such  as  the  Rev.  James  M.  Dunn,  of  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Affairs,  accused  the  president  of 
deliberately  misrepresenting  the  1962 
Supreme  Court  ruling  to  appease 
conservative  supporters. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Finis  A. 
Crutchfield  of  Houston  and  president  of 
the  church’s  Council  of  Bishops,  said  he 
had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  study  the 
proposal  but  said,  “Since  the  opposite  of 
praying  is  not  permitted  but  often  almost 
mandated  in  the  schools  ...  it  might  be 
well  to  look  at  the  President’s  suggestion 
if  his  position  has  the  proper  safeguards 
written  into  it. 

“My  reser.ui.vm  »uuiu  nave  to  do  with 
writing  such  matters  into  he 
constitution,”  Bishop  Crutchfield  said 


WORLD  S  FAIR 

Taking  Reservations  for: 

1  ond  2  Bedroom  apartments 
S80.00  ond  S100.00  per  nights. 

Call  615-525-9468  days  or 
615-522-4710  nights  ond  weekends. 


CLASSIFIED 


[METHODIST  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  -  15  years 
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Polish  ‘stamina  for  reform’  tested 

Resident  views  offered  on  military  rale ,  gift  parcels,  emigration 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following 
article  on  Poland  under  martial  law  is  by 
Bill  Yoder,  a  representative  of  the 
Mennonite  Church  (U.S.)  to  the  churches 
in  Poland  and  East  Germany.  Having 
lived  in  Poland  from  1978  to  1980,  his 
analysis  is  based  on  a  combination  of 
personal  experuace  and  conversations 
with  present  residents  of  Poland  since 
the  beginning  of  martial  law  last 
December.  He  offers  this  report  for 
Christians  in  the  United  States  who  wish 
to  consider  a  different  perspective  on 
current  events  in  Poland  from  that 
usually  reflected  in  the  public  news 
media. 

By  BILL  YODER 
Special  to  the  Reporter 
The  predominant  reaction  in  Poland 
to  the  declaration  of  martial  law 
last  December  13  was  anger  and  hope¬ 
lessness.  Yet  feelings  of  relief  were 
also  apparent.  Many  were  relieved  that  a 
period  of  crime  and  chaos  had 
apparently  come  to  an  end.  Martial  law 
called  forth  mixed  emotions:  some 
persons  believe  its  declaration  to  have 
been  unfortunate  but  necessary;  the 
remainder  perceive  it  to  have  been  both 
unfortunate  and  unnecessary. 

The  Pdiish  church  and  nation  are 
presently  very  much  caught  up  with  their 
own  affairs  and  seem  largely  incapable 
of  noting  the  ripples  and  hardships  their 
political  crises  have  provoked  in  East- 
West  relations  in  general.  Nor  do  many 
seem  to  be  fully  aware  they  have  become 
a  plaything  in  a  life-and-death  struggle 
between  the  superpowers. 

Poles  tend  to  romanticize  their  role  in 
both  history  and  the  present,  in  regard  to 
both  the  U.S.  and  the  Soviet  Union. 
Many,  whom  1  personally  suspect  to  be 
politically  naive,  interpret  the  Western 
media’s  and  President  Reagan’s 
flattering  interest  as  being  founded  in  an 
overt  love  for  their  nation.  They  think  it  a 
natural  historical  process  that  Poland 
should  once  again  occupy  center  stage  in 
world  affairs. 

•  The  East-West  Conflict.  Similarities 
exist  between  Eastern  Europe  and  Latin 
America.  The  U.S.S.R.  and  the  United 
States  react  in  similar  ways  to  outside 
encroachment  within  their  own  spheres 
of  influence.  Poland,  in  its  present 
condition  offers  a  classic,  highly 
lucrative  opportunity  for  the  extension  of 
Western  political  and  military  influence 
onto  the  Soviet  Union’s  front  lawn. 

The  Soviet  Union  believes  its  most  vital 
defense  interests  to  be  at  stake  — 
comparable  to  U.S.  fears  regarding 
Cuba.  Such  Soviet  anxiety  could  only  be 
minimized  through  a  drastic  reduction  in 
East-West  tensions.  Since  such  prospects 
are  highly  unlikely,  the  Soviet  Union  will 
retain  control  of  Poland  at  all  costs. 
Young  Solidarity  adherents  must  live 


with  this  political  reality.  Only  after 
accepting  it  can  internal  Polish 
repression  begin  to  subside. 

•  Concerning  repression.  Without  a 
doubt,  serious  political  repression  is 
occurring  in  the  sense  that  the  political 
will  of  the  majority  of  Polish  citizens  is 
being  supppressed.  Yet,  this  repression 
can  by  no  means  be  compared  to  the 
massive  physical  terror  presently 
occurring  in  El  Salvador. 

Many  believe  the  level  of  repression  in 
NATO-partner  Turkey  is  also  much  more 
serious. 

Only  a  handful  of  deaths  have  occurred 
in  Poland  as  the  result  of  martial  law. 
Warsaw  residents  have  the  impression 
that  those  in  internment  camps  are 
treated  relatively  well.  For  example, 
they  may  receive  a  limited  number  of 
visits  and  gift  parcels. 

Supposedly  reputable  Western  news 
agencies,  and  even  Amnesty 
International,  have  spoken  of  “torture” 
in  these  camps,  yet  I  have  never  heard  or 
read  of  any  specific  instance  where 
methods  of  torture  were  applied.  In  the 
present  setting,  peace— and  truth-loving 
persons  must  be  extremely  cautious  about 
using  such  inflammatory  terms. 

Most  sources  cite  a  total  of  4-5,000 
political  prisoners  in  Poland.  The 
German  Democratic  Republic  (East 
Germany),  which  has  half  the  population 
of  Poland,  is  said  to  have  approximately 
6,000  political  prisoners.  The  Associated 
Press  announced  recently  that  46,721 
persons  are  on  trial  in  Turkey  for 
political  offenses. 

•  The  Problem  of  Emigration.  Many 
Poles  remain  committed  to  leaving.  Most 
Polish  citizens,  even  though  in  1979  their 
country  was  still  rated  as  the  tenth- 
largest  industrial  power,  recognize  few 
fruits  of  their  labor.  As  they  see  it,  only 
those  further  westward  have  anything  to 
show  for  their  post-war  labors.  The 
economic  crisis  has  increased  despair. 
What  was  a  ten-year  waiting  period  on 
new  apartments  has  perhaps  doubled. 
For  many,  the  struggle  for  economic  and 
political  renewal  seems  too  arduous  to 
hope  for  realistically.  A  friend  in  Poland 
said  that  those  who  desire  to  leave  for 
economic  reasons  have  always  been  the 
first  to  depart. 

In  general  terms,  I  believe  Westerners 
should  be  in  favor  of  Poles  remaining  in 
or  returning  to  their  homeland.  Poland 
can  only  be  improved  through  the 
dedicated  efforts  of  its  residents. 

•  Gift  parcels.  At  least  in  the  major 
cities,  refrigerators  appear  well-stocked. 
Due  to  massive  aid,  household  supplies 
are  now  more  sumptious  than  they  were 
a  year  ago.  This  should  not  necessarily 
be  understood  as  a  sign  of  sufficient 
supply,  but  rather  a  lack  of  confidence 
concerning  the  future.  Economic 
uncertainty  leads  to  hoarding. 


In  the  long  run,  handouts  usually 
become  more  destructive  than  helpful. 
This  is  true  in  Poland.  Poland  may  need 
further  material  aid  presently,  but 
Christians  in  the  West  should  attempt  to 
aid  in  ways  which  insure  the  least  long¬ 
term  damage.  Shipments  of  grain,  for 
example,  which  could  be  fed  to  livestock, 
would  require  local  effort  in  order  to 
achieve  the  end  product. 

Western  aid  for  Poland  is  by  no  means 
removed  from  political  considerations, 
and  such  giving  is  seldom  unencumbered 
by  ulterior  motives.  The  mere  fact  that 
gifts  are  flowing  eastward  has  strong 
political  connotations,  demonstrating  to 
both  giver  and  recipient  the  superiority 
of  a  specific  political  system. 

Massive  giving  can  be  utilized  by  a 
Western  country  as  self-confirmation  of 
its  own  magnanimity  and  virtue. 

My  conversations  and  research  have 
led  me  to  several  conclusions  —  First, 
Poland  does  have  certain  material  needs 
which  need  to  be  met  by  concernecl 
outside  institutions  and  governments, 
but  this  same  assistance  can  increase  the 
present  Polish  trend  towards  becoming 
“a  nation  of  the  open  hand.”  Material  aid 
from  the  outside  does  not  solve  the 
internal  grievances  which  lead  to  the 
initial  problem. 

Secondly,  Poland  is  definitely  not 
Bangladesh.  In  fact,  it  is  said  that  Poland 
and  Rumania  are  in  very  similar 
economic  straits.  Poland’s  very  high 
rating  on  the  priority  scale  for  relief  may 
deserve  lowering. 

•  The  Church.  For  understandable 
reasons,  a  danger  concerning  the 
sprouting  of  “rice  Christianity”  does 
exist.  This  is  especially  true  among  the 
tiny  Protestant  denominations  which 
have  been  the  recipients  of  aid  from 
enormous  Western  sister  churches.  At 
least  one  case  of  dishonest  hoarding  by 
the  employees  of  a  non-Catholic  church 
agency  has  occurred,  but  in  that  instance 
its  leaders  were  emphatic  in  demanding 
restitution  by  the  guilty. 

In  a  Protestant  congregation  in 
Warsaw,  attendance  doubled  when  food 
items  began  to  be  distributed  after  the 
close  of  services.  This  led  to  tension 
between  new  worshipers  and  long-term, 
“proud”  church  members,  who  made  it  a 
special  point  to  exit  the  building  empty- 
handed. 

The  punctual  transport  by  small 
agencies  of  large  mounds  of  goods  to 
rural  areas  has  been  problematic.  It  can 
be  concluded,  that  rural  and  small-town 
non-Protestants  are  probably  the  most 
needy  and  they  are  the  least  likely  to  emi¬ 
grate. 

In  the  months  prior  to  martial  law,  Pro¬ 
testant  officials  protested  vehemently 
against  Roman  Catholic  attempts  to  in¬ 
fringe  upon  the  official  constitutional 


equality  of  all  religious  faiths.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  had,  for  example,  given  permis¬ 
sion  to  construct  800  new  churches,  intro¬ 
duce  pastoral  counseling  to  hospitals, 
open  church-administered  day-care  cen¬ 
ters  and  broadcast  services  on  radio.  Yet 
these  privileges  had  been  extended  solely 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  occupation  of  Lutheran  chapels  by 
nationalistic  Catholics  led  to  further 
ecumenical  tensions.  “Solidarity”  was 
seen  as  a  Catholic  organization,  and  few 
Protestant  leaders  felt  comfortable 
within  its  ranks. 

In  actuality,  the  state  has  a  strong 
interest  in  retaining  confessional 
equality  as  a  means  of  retarding  the 
upsurge  of  Roman  Catholic  power.  As  in 
other  settings,  the  small  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  have  long  tended  to  attempt 
to  strengthen  their  position  over  against 
the  Catholic  church  by  means  of  a  clearly 
more  loyal  stance  towards  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

•  The  Uncertain  Future.  The  morale 
among  Polish  workers  remains  very  low. 
They  still  seem  convinced  of  the  futility 
of  their  labor. 

In  the  long  run,  it  is  anyone’s  guess 
whether  Polish  socialism  can  ever 
recover  credibility  after  the  trauma  of 
military  rule.  No  moderately-successful 
Polish  government  could  remain  at 
political  loggerheads  with  Andrzej 
Wajda  (a  film  producer),  the  Pope  and 
Lech  Walesa. 


If  not,  why  not?  A  membership  in  Cokesbury  Church  Library  Association  or  Church  Library 
Guild  can  be  a  big  step  in  the  right  direction! 

If  your  church  does  have  a  library,  here's  how  it  can  benefit  from  membership  in  the  Church 
Library  Guild  or  Church  Library  Association: 


Church  Library  Guild  membership 
includes: 

1 .  Five  Church  Library  Newsletters  each  year.  The 
newsletter  keeps  you  informed  on  new  books,  plus 
hints  and  how-to  articles  that  will  benefit  even  the 
smallest  church  library. 

2.  20%  discount  on  most  books  purchased  for  the 
church  library. 

3.  Five  pre-selected  books  a  year,  each  with  pre¬ 
pared  catalog  kits  and  a  bulletin  board  review. 

4.  Basic  Book  List  of  titles  you  should  have  or  can 
add  to  your  library. 

5.  Cataloging  Kits  (the  cards  and  materials  needed 
to  place  books  in  circulation)  are  available  to 
members  for  new  titles  purchased  and  can  be 
prepared  for  most  books  currently  in  your  library. 

6.  The  membership  fee  is  the  actual  cost  of  the  5 
Guild  books. 


Cokesbury 


Church  Libraiy  Association  membership 
includes: 

1.  Five  Church  Library  Newsletters  each  year 

2.  20%  discount  on  most  books  purchased  for  the 
church  library 

3.  Basic  Book  List 

4.  Cataloging  Kits 

5.  The  membership  cost  is  $5  per  year 


JOIN  TODAY! 

Build  a  better 
library  through  Cokesbury’s 
Church  Library  Guild  or  Church 
Library  Association! 


For  more  information,  inquire  at  your 
Cokesbury  store  or  contact  your  Cokesbury 
Service  Center 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge.  IL  60060 
1600  Queen  Anne  Road  •  P  O.  Bo*  309  •  Teaneck.  NJ  07666 
1910  Main  Street  •  P.  O.  Box  298  •  Dallas,  TX  75221 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Avenue.  South  •  P.  O.  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 


WARSAW,  —  A  parish  priest  leads  his  parishioners  away  from  a  church  which  had 
been  surrounded  by  police  during  widespread  rioting  in  Warsaw  on  May  4  -s 
described  as  the  worst  unrest  since  martial  law  was  declared  in  Poland  last 
December.  In  response,  the  military  government  later  moved  to  reintroduce  curfews, 
cut  phone  service  and  imposed  severe  restrictions.  An  official  press  agency  reported 
only  that  the  21-member  military  council  "evaluated  the  current  socio-political 
situation  following  the  recent  events”  and  “adopted  decisions  necessitated  by  the 
situation.”  religious  news  service  photo 


Couple  risks  jail  with  tax  protest 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  The  Rev.  John 
Schwiebert  and  his  wife,  Pat,  say  they 
are  willing  to  “take  the  risks”  of  jail, 
fines  or  losing  their  home  in  order  to 
protest  nuclear  arms  stockpiling  in  the 
United  States. 

The  Schwieberts  have  witheld  41 
percent  ($1,500)  of  their  total  1981  federal 
income  tax.  This  is  the  same  percentage 
of  the  federal  budget  which  went  last 
year  for  U.S.  military  spending,  said  Mr. 
Schwiebert,  pastor  of  Lincoln  St.  United 
Methodist  Church  here.  This  is  the  fifth 
year  in  a  row  the  couple  has  witheld  a 
portion  of  their  tax  as  a  “personal  state¬ 
ment  of  peace.” 

Of  that  41  percent,  they  converted 
$1,000  into  $5  bills  and  distributed  them 
April  15  at  the  unemployment  office  here 
along  with  a  letter  of  explanation.  They 
donated  the  other  $500  to  Burnside 
Projects,  a  program  which  offers  room 
and  board  to  the  homeless  people  of  Port¬ 
land,  Mr.  Schwiebert  said. 

“We  have  refused  to  pay  taxes  because 
we  can’t  in  good  conscience  let  money  we 
have  earned  go  to  support  the  taking  of 
human  life  when  it  should  be  devoted 
instead  to  aiding  the  elderly,  children, 
the  unemployed  and  low-income  people,” 
the  Schwieberts  wrote  in  the  letter 
accompanying  each  $5  gift.  “The  same 
dollars  which  are  wasted  by  the 
Pentagon  for  the  futile  arms  race  could 
feed,  clothe  and  employ  millions  of 
people  if  converted  instead  to  peaceful 
purposes,”  the  letter  read. 

Mr.  Schwiebert,  43,  has  been  in  the 
ministry  for  20  years.  His  wife  is  a 
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Pat  and  John  Schwiebert 

registered  nurse  and  an  educational 
coordinator  at  Oregon  Health  Sciences 
University.  Both  say  their  five-year  tax 
protest  represents  the  peak  of  “our 
frustration”  at  the  growing  emphasis  on 
nuclear  weaponry. 

Their  protest  has  cost  them  $600  in 
penalties  plus  the  back  taxes  garnished 
by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  from 
their  wages.  The  IRS  has  reminded  the 
couple  that  it  could  sell  their  home  to 
recover  money  owed. 

Still,  the  Schwieberts  have  stood  firm. 
“We  knew  if  we  were  ever  drafted  we’d 
refuse  to  fight,”  Mr.  Schwiebert  told  the 
Reporter.  “But  through  our  taxes  we  had 
been  giving  financial  support  to  war  and 
weapons  even  though  we  were 
conscientious  objectors 

Their  personal  statement  has  captured 
national  media  attention.  Mr.  Schwiebert 


was  recently  interviewed  on  National 
Public  Radio  and  said  he  has  had 
inquiries  from  CBS  and  the  Wall  Street 
Journal. 

He  said  he  has  received  strong  support 
from  his  congregation,  “even  those  who 
passionately  oppose  my  method  of 
protest.”  His  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  William  Walker,  told  the  Reporter, 
“I  am  warmly  and  completely 
supportive.  I’ve  heard  no  negative  feed¬ 
back  from  church  people  in  our  area. 

“I  think  religious  communities  across 
the  country  agree  that  the  threat  of 
nuclear  war  is  something  we  must  face,” 
Mr.  Walker  said.  “While  some  wouldn’t 
pursue  John’s  brand  of  protest,  they 
support  his  commitment  to  peace,”  he 
added. 

Recipients  of  the  money  at  the 
unemployment  office  were  pleased,  and 
surprised  and  “interested  in  our  cause,” 
Mr.  Schwiebert  said.  “We  thought  that  $5 
would  just  be  a  token,  but  one  man  told  us 
he  had  only  40  cents  in  his  pocket.  This  is 
money  from  God,’ he  said  to  me.” 

Mr.  Schwiebert  said  he  favors  a 
Congressional  World  Peace  Tax  Act  first 
proposed  by  Sen.  Mark  O.  Hatfield  (R- 
Ore.)  in  1977.  The  act  would  allow 
conscientious  objectors  of  war  and  arms 
escalation  to  designate  a  portion  of  their 
federal  income  tax  for  a  fund  for  peace- 
related  programs.  Taxpayers,  therefore 
could  decide  whether  or  not  their  taxes 
would  go  for  military  spending. 

“I  think  this  would  be  a  favorable 
alternative  for  persons  who  are  con¬ 
scientious  objectors  but  who  otherwise 
have  no  objections  to  paying  federal  in¬ 
come  tax,”  Mr.  Schwiebert  said. 


Disarmament  session  targeted  for  action 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Fear  of 
nuclear  war  and  a  desire  to  vote  with 
their  feet  for  disarmament  will  galvanize 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  into 
action  next  month  in  support  of  the 
Second  U.N.  Special  Session  on 
Disarmanent,  which  opens  here  June  7. 

Many  will  be  responding  to  a  world 
appeal  signed  by  50  religious  leaders. 
These  include  prominent  Methodists 
such  as  Bishops  James  Armstrong  and 
Majorie  Matthews,  Dr.  Yap  Kim  Hao, 
head  of  the  Christian  Conference  of  Asia, 
and  Jean  Skuse,  general  secretary  of  the 
Australian  Council  of  Churches. 

A  few  places  are  still  open  for  the 
United  Methodist  Special  Seminar  on 
Disarmament  to  be  held  June  9-11  at  the 
Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations 
(CCUN).  Its  sponsors  are  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Division  and  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Applications  should  be  directed  to  Beth 


Heisey,  Disarmament  Seminar,  777  UN 
Plaza,  New  York,  N.Y.  10017,  tel.  212-682- 
3633. 

An  international  religious  convocation 
for  the  Second  Special  Session  will  begin 
at  noon  June  11  at  the  Cathedral  of  St. 
John  the  Divine.  The  convocation  has 
been  organized  by  the  Religious  Task 
Force  of  Mobilization  for  Survival,  which 
has  received  a  grant  of  $1,500  from  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division. 

The  task  force  is  also  one  of  many 
groups  sponsoring  a  mass  rally  on  June 
12  expected  to  draw  between  500,000  and 
1  million  people. 

United  Methodists  will  gather  at  Christ 
Church  (UMC)  at  Park  Avenue  at  60th 
Street  and  join  the  group  that  parades 
down  Fifth  Avenue  and  across  42nd  Street 
to  the  site  of  the  demonstration— First 
Avenue  south  of  the  United  Nations. 

The  Second  Special  Session  has  been 
called  by  the  non-aligned  and  Third 


World  countries  to  “protest  their  being 
held  hostage  by  the  nuclear  blackmail  of 
the  superpowers,  and  to  demand  the 
world’s  resources  be  used  for  the  social 
and  economic  development  of  peoples 
instead  of  for  armaments,”  according  to 
a  task  force  flier.  The  First  Special 
Session  in  1978  left  it  for  the  second 
session  to  draw  up  a  comprehensive 
program  for  disarmament  with  a 
timetable  leading  to  the  abolition  of 
nuclear  weapons. 

United  Methodists  who  do  not  choose  to 
come  to  New  York  may  join  local 
observances  on  Peace  Sabbath,  May  30, 
offering  their  prayers  for  the  success  of 
the  session.  The  Religious  Task  Force 
offers  two  packets  of  material,  one 
limited  to  a  Peace  Sabbath  observance, 
the  other  containing  a  handbook  for 
congregations  planning  an  ongoing 
program.  These  are  available  from  85  S. 
Oxford  St..  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  11217. 


Group  urges  resignation 

‘Conflict’  claimed  in  dual  formula  role 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

STATEN  ISLAND,  N.Y.  -  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Federation  for  Social  Action 
(MFSA)  last  week  called  on  the  Rev. 
Philip  Wogaman  to  resign  as  chairman 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Infant 
Formula  Task  Force. 

By  becoming  a  member  of  a  new  com¬ 
plaint  committee  for  the  Nestle  Corpora¬ 
tion  (see  Reporter,  May  14),  Dr. 
Wogaman  has  created  a  “conflict  of 
interest”  that  compromises  the  complete 
independence  required  of  the  UMC’s  task 
force,  the  MFSA  board  of  directors 
charged  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Wogaman. 

Responding  to  the  letter,  Dr.  Wogaman 
told  the  Reporter  last  Saturday  from  his 
home  in  Washington,  D.C.,  that  he  has  no 
intention  of  resigning  from  either  com¬ 
mittee.  He  had  just  returned  from  a  week 
in  Switzerland  where  the  8-member  com¬ 
plaint  committee  began  its  task  at 
Nestle’s  headquarters. 

Observing  the  “competence  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  spirit”  of  the  doctors,  min¬ 
isters  and  a  former  U.S.  Secretary  of 
State  on  the  complaint  committee  gives 
him  even  more  confidence  that  the  group 
will  serve  an  important  function  in  re¬ 
solving  the  long-standing  controversy 


over  Nestle’s  marketing  of  infant  formu¬ 
la  in  Third  World  nations,  Dr.  Wogaman 
said. 

He  pointed  out  that  members  of  the 
UMC’s  task  force  approved  his  participa¬ 
tion  before  the  Nestle  committee  was 
publicly  announced. 

One  of  the  committee’s  first  actions 
last  week  was  to  add  another  member  of 
the  UMC’s  task  force,  Dr.  Mildred 
Randall,  to  its  own  membership. 

MFSA’s  executive  director,  George 
McClain,  said  the  Federation  has 
“serious  reservations”  about  the  com¬ 
plaint  committee,  including  that  it  is  an 
“instrumentality”  of  Nestle  which  will 
not  inspire  confidence  or  trust  of  govern¬ 
ments  and  international  agencies,  boy¬ 
cotting  groups  or  concerned  health- 
workers  in  the  Third  World.  Further,  he 
wrote,  the  committee  is  to  measure 
Nestle’s  adherence  only  to  its  own  plans 
for  compliance  and  not  to  the  World 
Health  Organization’s  Code  itself. 

Mr.  McClain  wrote  that  the  UMC’s  In¬ 
fant  Formula  Task  Force  must  have 
“complete  independence  from  entangle¬ 
ment  with  Nestle”  and  urged  Dr. 
Wogaman  to  resign  to  maintain  the  task 
force's  “integrity  and  objectivity.” 

Dr.  Wogaman  told  the  Reporter  that 


participation  on  the  Nestle  committee 
does  not  imply  that  he  totally  accepts 
Nestle’s  plans  as  sufficient,  although  the 
UMC’s  task  force  has  declared  the  plans 
to  be  substantially  on  target.  He  said  that 
Nestle  officials  told  the  committee  last 
week  that  they  expect  it  to  counsel  them 
on  details  that  seem  in  need  of  change. 

Being  on  the  committee  does  not  in  any 
way  place  a  person  solidly  against  the 
boycott,  Dr.  Wogaman  said.  He  noted 
that  one  member  of  the  committee  is  the 
executive  of  the  American  Baptist 
Churches  which  currently  endorses  the 
boycott. 

As  to  the  matter  of  Nestle’s  control  of 
the  committee,  Dr.  Wogaman  said  Nestle 
has  given  up  its  ability  to  intimidate  the 
committee.  It  cannot  threaten  to  take 
away  the  committee’s  financial  support 
because  it  is  giving  the  committee  a 
block  grant  for  the  committee  to  use  as  it 
chooses,  Dr.  Wogaman  said. 

Senator  Edmund  Muskie,  the  commit¬ 
tee  chairman  is  not  being  paid  for  his  ser¬ 
vices,  Dr.  '*  Wogaman  said,  although 
Nestle  is  reimbursing  his  law  firm  for  his 
time.  He  said  he  did  not  think  any  other 
member  of  the  committee  is  being  paid 
except  for  reimbursement  “of  actual 
expenses.” 
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A  work  day  at  Camp  Istrouma  has 
been  set  for  Junes. 

Materials  and  tools  will  be  available 
for  the  workers  at  the  Camp,  located  on 
Greenwell  Springs  Road  in  Greenwell 
Springs,  east  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Provisions  have  been  made  for  persons 
to  sleep  the  night  of  June  4  at  the  camp. 

Interested  persons  should  bring  a 


brown  bag  lunch  for  the  day. 

For  further  information  and 
registration,  contact  Jim  Singletary  at 
Rt.  8,  Box  527,  Gonzales,  La.  70737  or  by 
telephone  at  (504  )  644-7846;  or  Ofney  K. 
Ellis  at  7940  Jefferson  Hwy.,  Apt.  101, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70809  or  by  calling 
1504)923-0875. 


Retirees  to  be  honored  at  banq  u et 
during  Annual  Conference  in  June 


Four  honored  at  Centenary  Commencement 


Around  the  Conference 


Of  all  the  banquets,  dinners  and 
luncheons  held  at  Annual  Conference, 
one  of  the  most  special  is  the  banquet  for 
retiring  members. 

The  program  is  designed  to  remember 
the  retired  ministers  and  spouses  who 
have  died  during  the  year  and  to 
recognize  the  ministers  and  wives  of  the 
new  retirees  —  people  who  have  devoted 
their  lives  to  the  ministry. 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Pensions  and  is  held  at  Noel 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  It  will  begin  at  12:30  p.m. 
June  8. 

Dr.  Jolly  Harper,  one  of  the  retired 
ministers,  said  the  program  will  be 
different  this  year. 

‘‘In  the  portion  indicated  as  ‘In 
Memoriam,’  we  are  not  going  to  have  a 


speech.  We  have  asked  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Perry  to  read  the  names  and 
have  a  brief  prayer.  This  is  for  the 
retired  men  and  women  who  have  died 
during  the  year.” 

A  major  part  of  the  program  is  the 
section  dealing  with  the  life  of  retired 
ministers  and  their  wives.  This  year,  the 
Rev.  Ameal  D.  Ennis,  Mrs.  Edward 
(Hallie)  Haug  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carl 
(Lois)  Lueg  will  enlighten  the  new 
retirees  on  life  in  a  “different”  lane. 

The  retiring  ministers  will  also  be 
asked  about  future  plans. 

Dr.  Harper  said,  “Leonard  Cooke  will 
ask  each  person  to  tell  where  they  will 
live  and  what  he  has  planned  to  do,  such 
as  visit  for  a  church,  serve  a  small 
pastorate  or  what ...” 

Those  retiring  will  be  the  Reverends 


Carey  Martin,  John  Sayes,  George 
Harbuck,  Woodrow  Bevill,  Floyd 
Durham,  Dana  Dawson,  John  B. 
Koelemay,  R.  Roy  Garrett,  Nathaniel 
Perry,  Nathaniel  Williams,  George 
Pearce,  Edward  Thomas  and  James  C. 
Miles. 

Guest  for  the  banquet  will  be  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  and  Dr.  Harvey 
Williamson,  dean  of  the  Larger  Cabinet. 

The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold,  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Pensions,  will  give  the 
greetings  and  introductions.  The 
Reverends  Clark  Bell  and  Otis  Spinks 
will  deliver  the  invocation  and 
benediction,  respectively. 

Members  of  the  banquet  committee 
are  Carl  Lueg,  Leonard  Cooke,  Nathaniel 
Perry,  Jack  Midyett,  Jerome  Cain  and 
D.  W.  Poole. 


The  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 


John  F.  Bookout  Jr. 

Church  in  Shreveport,  is  a  native  of 
Memphis,  Tenn.  He  holds  a  bachelor  of 
arts  degree  from  Lambuth  College,  and  a 
bachelor  of  divinity  degree  from  the 
Methodist  Theological  School. 

Active  in  First  Methodist’s  Media 
Ministry,  Moore  hosts  a  weekly 
television  show,  aired  on  KSLA-TV; 
writes,  directs  and  produces  television 
specials  and  closed -circuit  courses; 
writes  and  produces  a  Sunday  evening 
radio  program,  and  is  published 
regularly  in  The  Shreveport  Journal. 
Last  year,  Moore  was  awarded  the  J. 
Henry  Bowden  Sr.  Preaching  Award.  He 
will  be  awarded  the  honorary  Doctor  of 
Divinity  degree. 

A  1951  graduate  of  Centenary  College, 
the  Rev.  Moreland  earned  his  bachelor  of 
divinity  degree  from  the  Chandler  School 
of  Theology  at  Emory  University  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.  He  has  served  a  number  of 
churches,  as  well  as  serving  as  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent. 

Moreland  has  also  been  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Evangelism,  Board  of 
Missions,  Commission  on  World  Service 
and  Finance  and  the  Council  on  Finance 


Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  Maurice  Marsh  and  the  Rev.  Leo 
Beck  are  shown  at  the  dedication  service  of  the  new  Choir 
Room  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

The  new  facility  is  valued  at  $38,000  and  was  built  and  paid  in 
14  months. 


Shell  Oil  Co.  President  John  F.  Bookout 
Jr.,  a  former  Centenary  College  student, 
addressed  the  College’s  graduating 
seniors  May  23  at  Centenary’s  157th 
Baccalaureate  and  Commencement 
Exercises  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

During  the  ceremony,  Centenary 
College  President  Donald  A.  Webb 
conferred  the  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws 
degree  upon  Bookout.  Also  receiving 
honorary  degrees  were  the  Rev.  Jim 
Moore,  the  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland  and 
Nancy  Carruth. 

Bookout  attended  Centenary  College  as 
a  geology  student  after  a  distinguished 
military  career  as  an  Army  Air  Force  B- 
17  pilot  in  WW  II.  He  earned  his 
bachelor’s  and  master’s  degrees  from 
the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin  and 
holds  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Science 
from  Tulane  University. 

Bookout  began  his  career  with  Shell  in 
1950  as  a  geologist  and  literally  worked 
his  way  to  the  top.  In  1976,  he  was  named 


The  Rev.  Byrl  Moreland 


The  Rev.  Jim 


i «  J 

Nancy  Carruth 


and  Administration.  He  has  served  as 
secretary  of  the  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Annual  Conference  and  editor  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist.  At 
Commencement,  he  was  awarded  the 
honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  degree. 

Nancy  Carruth  was  awarded  the 
honorary  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters 
degree.  A  life-long  resident  of  Bunkie, 
Carruth  has  served  the  Methodist  Church 
as  a  member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry;  a  lay 
delegate  to  the  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference;  secretary  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration; 
director  of  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  and  trustee  of  the  Louisiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Foundation. 

She  also  serves  on  the  Centenary 
Church  Council  and  is  president  of  the 
Bunkie  General  Hospital  Auxiliary.  She 
also  holds  office  in  the  Bunkie  Service 
League. 

A  reception  in  the  Gold  Dome 
immediately  following  Commencement 
honored  the  1982  graduates  and  special 
guests  from  the  Class  of  1932  and  past 
honorary  degree  recipients. 


Downsville  starts 
new  parsonage 


Members  of  the  Downsville  Charge.  Ruston  District,  met 
April  18  to  break  ground  for  a  new  parsonage. 

The  service  opened  with  the  singing  of  Charles  Wesley’s 
hymn,  “O  For  a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing." 

Appreciation  was  expressed  to  the  Carey  family  for  the 
donation  of  the  land  for  the  structure. 

Prayers  of  consecration  and  blessing  followed. 

Shown  are  members  of  the  Parsonage  Building  Committee, 
including  Fred  McF arland,  chairperson,  and  Dr.  Frank  Casey. 

The  Rev.  James  McLelland  is  pastor. 


Trinity  dedicates 
choir  room 


Wesley  member 


receives  award 


Karen  Blankenbaker,  a  sophomore  at  Newcomb  College  in 
New  Orleans,  recently  received  the  Harry  S.  Truman 
Scholarship. 

The  Scholarship  Foundation 
was  established  by  Congress  as 
the  official  federal  memorial  to 
honor  the  33rd  President  of  the 
United  States,  Harry  S.  Truman. 

It  is  a  program  designed  to 
provide  opportunities  for 
standing  students  to  prepare  for 
careers  in  public  service,  and  is 
presented  to  one  student  selected 
from  each  state  in  the  amount  of 
$5,000  annually  for  up  to  four 
years  of  study. 

I  Blankenbaker  is  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis 
Blankenbaker  of  Lafayette. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  and  an 
active  Student  Board  member  of  Karen  Blankenbaker 

the  Tulane  Wesley  Foundation. 

She  will  be  spending  her  junior  year  at  the  University  of 
Bristol,  England,  where  she  will  study  political  science. 


president  and  chief  executive  officer.  He 
has  worked  for  Shell  in  Tulsa,  Denver, 
The  Hague,  New  York  City,  New 
Orleans,  Toronto  and  Houston,  where  he 
currently  lives. 

A  member  of  numerous  business, 
professional  and  educational 
organizations,  Bookout  has  earned  many 
awards  for  his  contributions  to  these 
groups,  among  them  the  1981 
Distinguished  Service  Award  from  the 
National  Association  of  Secondary 
School  Principals  for  his  significant 
contributions  and  outstanding  service  to 
American  education. 

The  Shell  Foundation  has  funded 
numerous  programs  at  Centenary  over 
the  years,  including  the  Women  in 
Management  series,  Centenary  College 
Choir  tours,  faculty  research  and 
development,  student  scholarships  and 
Interim  courses. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Moore,  a  preaching 
minister  at  First  United  Methodist 


Baylisses  honored 
upon  retirement 


A  retiring  minister  from  the 
Arkansas  Conference  has  been 
honored  by  United  Methodists  from 
that  conference  and  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  (Emily) 
Bayliss  will  retire  from  the  Arkansas 
Conference  after  42  and  one-half 
years  of  full  connection. 

The  Baylisses  served  Rayne 
Memorial  before  he  took  disability 
leave.  He  will  retire  this  year. 

The  couple  reside  in  Fort  Smith, 
Ark.  Last  month,  members  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort 


Smith  held  a  retirement  dinner  for  the 
couple,  with  representatives  from  all 
of  the  churches  the  Baylisses  served 
on  hand. 

At  the  dinner,  an  endowed  scholar¬ 
ship  at  Hendrix  College  was  named  in 
their  honor. 

Later  last  month,  the  Baylisses 
were  honored  at  a  dinner  at  St.  Paul’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort 
Smith.  A  stained  glass  window  was 
given  in  honor  of  the  couple  for  the 
sanctuary. 

The  Baylisses  plan  to  reside  in  Fort 
Smith  after  retirement. 
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Billy  Graham’s  Moscow  witness:  Serving 
God  amid  competing  views  of  reality 


3 UR  I 


'SHAftlNG  A  COM- 
RAPKMIP  WfVE 
NEVER  HAP 
BEFORE 


In  his  much-publicized  attendance  at  a 
conference  in  Moscow  opposing  the 
worldwide  nuclear  arms  race,  evangelist 
Billy  Graham  appears  to  have  displeased 
most  everyone  either  by  going  at  all,  by 
what  he  said  and  did  while  there,  or  by 
what  he  did  not  say  and  did  not  do  while 
there  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue) . 

We  could  add  our  voices  to  those 
expressing  disappointment  about  the 
Southern  Baptist  evangelist’s  perfor¬ 
mance.  In  an  earlier  editorial  statement 
commending  his  decision  to  participate 
in  the  Moscow  meeting,  we  expressed  the 
hope  that  Mr.  Graham  would  preach  the 
Gospel  “in  such  a  way  as  to  step  on  the 
toes,  warm  the  hearts,  prick  the  con¬ 
sciences  and  challenge  the  values  of 
those  who  run  the  Kremlin,  the  Pentagon 
and  the  rest  of  the  world’s  life-threat¬ 
ening  arsenals.” 

Reports  from  the  conference  suggest 
that  Mr.  Graham's  appearances  and 
sermons  stopped  considerably  short  of 
achieving  those  results.  The  same 
reports  also  reveal,  however,  that  most 
of  the  accusations  against  the  evangelist 
have  a  ring  more  hollow  than  true,  and 
show  that  he  did  not  allow  himself  to 
become  a  pawn  in  the  hands  of  Soviet 
propaganda  as  many  had  feared.  On 
balance,  Mr.  Graham  appeared  to 
behave  in  a  manner  consistent  with  his 
understanding  of  the  Christian  gospel 
and  with  the  stated  purpose  of  his  trip  to 
Moscow. 

While  he  did  not  speak  as  boldly  as  we 
might  have  wished  regarding  human 
rights  and  religious  freedom,  he  did  risk 
the  ire  of  his  Soviet  hosts  by  paying  a 
visit  to  the  “Siberian  Six”  —  a  group  of 
six  Pentecostal  Christian  dissidents  who 
have  taken  refuge  in  the  basement  of  the 
U.S.  Embassy  since  1978. 

WTiile  acknowledging  the  danger  of  the 
Soviets  seeking  to  exploit  his  visit  for 
propaganda  purposes,  Mr.  Graham 
contended  that  the  urgency  of  reducing 
the  nuclear  arms  race  made  that  a  risk 
worth  taking. 

While  noting  his  loyalty  as  an  Amer¬ 
ican  citizen,  he  added:  “But  I  also  con¬ 
sider  myself  a  member  of  the  world  com¬ 
munity  with  responsibility  not  only  to  one 
nation  but  to  the  whole  human  race.” 

In  stark  contrast  to  numerous  speakers 
from  the  USSR  and  several  other  nations 
who  seemed  to  endorse  Soviet  arms 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


reduction  proposals  or  echo  Soviet  criti¬ 
cisms  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Graham 
elected  not  to  defend  American  policies 
or  to  jump  on  an  anti-American  band¬ 
wagon.  or  to  counter-attack  Soviet 
policies.  Rather,  he  urged  the  assembled 
religious  leaders  to  “Call  the  nations  and 
leaders  of  our  world  to  repentance"  for 
their  failure  to  save  the  world  from 
poverty  and  hunger  while  pursuing  the 
arms  race.  He  added:  “No  nation,  large 
or  small,  is  exempt  from  blame  for  the 
present  state  of  international  affairs.” 
And  he  urged  President  Reagan  and 
President  Brezhnev  to  hold  a  summit 
meeting  in  which  they  could  "simply  get 
to  know  one  another  as  human  beings.” 

In  the  aftermath  of  his  trip,  Mr. 
Graham  evoked  still  more  criticism  by 
noting  that  he  observed  more  religious 
freedom  in  the  Soviet  Union  than  most 
Americans  believe  exists.  Some  critics 
mistook  that  to  indicate  that  Mr.  Graham 
was  whitewashing  the  existence  of  reli¬ 
gious  persecution  in  the  USSR.  One  prom¬ 
inent  “religious  new  right”  leader  de¬ 
nounced  Mr.  Graham’s  statement  and 
boldly  declared:  “There  is  no  religious 
freedom  in  the  Soviet  Union.”  Of  the  two 
statements,  Mr.  Graham’s  equivocal 
observation  is  clearly  closer  to  the  truth 
than  his  critic’s  unequivocal  assertion  — 
which  suggests  that  propaganda  flows 
both  ways,  and  not  only  out  of  Russia. 

When  pressed  by  one  critic  in  a  TV 
interview  that  his  “serious  mistake”  in 
going  to  Russia  would  compromise 
support  for  his  work,  Mr.  Graham 
retorted:  “Well  I’ll  tell  you  one  thing,  I 
pledge  that  I’ll  continue  to  preach  the 
gospel  whether  there  are  many  or  few.” 

In  the  long  run,  Mr.  Graham’s  unwill¬ 
ingness  to  allow  his  witness  as  a 
Christian  to  be  co-opted  by  either  side  of 
the  rapidly  re-emerging  Cold  War  may 
prove  to  be  more  important  and  to  offer  a 
more  profound  example  for  other  Chris¬ 
tians  than  anything  else  about  his  visit  to 
Moscow.  There  are  competing  forces  in 
our  world  who  are  working  overtime  to 
convince  the  rest  of  us  that  the  whole  of 
reality  must  be  viewed  through  the  over¬ 
simplified  lens  of  the  Moral-Democrat- 
West  vs.  the  Immoral-Communist-East, 
or  the  Progressive-Socialist-East  vs.  the 
Degenerate-Imperalist-West. 

There  is,  thank  God,  much  more  to 
reality  in  our  world  and  God’s  purpose 


for  human  life  than  choosing  between 
those  competing  claims.  We  likewise 
give  thanks  that  a  Christian  leader  of 
Billy  Graham’s  prominence  has  publicly 
refused  to  allow  his  Christian  witness  to 
be  altered  to  fit  the  propaganda  claim  of 
either  the  Soviet  Union  or  of  his  own 
country. 

In  the  final  analysis,  Mr.  Graham’s 
freedom  to  go  to  Moscow  and  express 
views  which  repudiate  much  of  the 
narrow  Cold  War  mentality  currently 
being  projected  by  our  nation’s  elected 
leaders  speaks  far  more  eloquently  about 
the  relative  quality  of  life  in  the  USA  and 
USSR  than  could  any  quantity  of  pro- 
American  or  anti-Soviet  propaganda. 

It  is  regrettable  that  so  many  Ameri¬ 
cans,  including  an  embarrassingly  large 
number  of  Christians,  appear  ready  to 
swallow  whole  the  view  of  reality  offered 
by  one  side  or  the  other  in  the  East/West 
conflict.  As  Christians,  we  believe  God 
calls  us  to  recognize  and  to  declare  — 
both  in  general  and  in  particular  —  that 
the  policies  of  all  nations,  including  our 
own,  stand  under  the  judgment  of  God. 
And  by  God’s  standards,  a  nation’s  obli¬ 
gations  are  not  limited  to  identifying 
“the  enemy”  and  protecting  its  citizens 
from  any  threat  posed  by  that  enemy. 
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WE  TALK,  WE 
LISTEN,  ME  LAUGH, 
WE  CARE- ME 
fNJO/  ONE  AN- 
OTHER  IMMENSfiY 


Here  I  Stand 

Christians9 task  is  to  invest 
in  saving  the  environment 


THAT'S 

WONP£RF(JL  / 
HOH  DO  YOU 

do  rr? 


By  McGREGOR  SMITH  JR. 

A  minister  friend  who  teaches  in  a 
university  recently  expressed  surprise 
that  I  was  still  “working  to  save  die 
environment.” 

He  said  that  he  thought  the  environ¬ 
ment  had  been  saved.  His  evidence: 
Gasoline  prices  were  coming  down.  The 
rise  in  gas  prices  was,  for  many,  the 
most  visible  evidence  of  environmental 
stress. 

My  friend  is  or-| 
dained  in  another  de- 1 
nomination.  But] 
many  fellow  United] 

Methodists  agree] 
that  my  enthusiasm! 
for  environmental 
ethics  is  hitched  to  a 1 
bandwagon  that  has  j 
run  its  course. 

One  of  my  jobs  at  McGregor  Smith,  Jr. 
Miami-Dade  Community  College  is  to  de¬ 
velop  study  materials  in  environmental 
ethics.  I  also  work  with  a  team  that  pro¬ 
vides  programs  on  environmental  stew¬ 
ardship.  These  focus  on  our  role  as  Chris¬ 
tians  in  balancing  the  earth’s  resource 
budget. 

How  Christians  understand  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  stewardship  will  help  determine 
how  much  of  our  environmental  heritage 


My  Witness 


Acknowledging  the  ultimate  mysteries 
of  life,  death,  suffering  and  faith 


By  DAVID  A.  HIGHFIELD 

It  was  the  most  personally  difficult 
month  of  my  life.  From  the  time  of  my 
father’s  hospitalization  until  the  memor¬ 
ial  service  which  followed  his  death,  I 
found  myself  almost  completely  pre¬ 
occupied  with  our  family  crisis. 
Preaching,  teaching,  and  routine  admin¬ 
istration  duties  became  difficult.  Of 
course,  I  am  not  the  only  person  to  have 
traveled  this  road  of  illness-death-grief 
but  my  experience  is  fresh  and  has  led  to 
fresh  insights  and  lively  reflections. 

I  witness  vigorously  to  the  strength 
and  support  which  came  through  the 
prayers  offered  for  me,  my  family, 
and  my  father.  Our  needs  were  so 
great  that,  at  times,  we  could  not  pray. 


Better  communications  are  needed 
between  laity  and  church  leaders 


To  the  Editor: 

Recently  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
discuss,  with  a  member  of  the  ordained 
clergy  who  is  part  of  the  teaching  faculty 
in  a  liberal  arts  college  and  some  other 
lay  persons,  what  we  felt  were  the  most 
necessary  abilities  of  a  minister  in  a 
local  church. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  every  one,  except 
the  clergy -professor,  that  the  ability  to 
preach  was  uppermost  on  their  list.  It 
was  the  consensus  that  lay  people  can 
make  up  most  other  shortcomings  in 
some  way,  but  they  cannot  preach  every 
Sunday  for  the  inadequate  preacher.  The 
results  of  poor  preaching  are  very 
evident  in  poor  attendance  and,  conse¬ 
quently,  the  rest  of  the  church’s  program 
suffers. 

The  clergy -educator  insisted  that 
preaching  was  not  all  that  important  and 
proceeded  to  tell  us  what  was  important. 

This  man,  who  holds  some  influence  in 
our  church’s  system,  may  have  been 
listening  to  us  lay  people  but  he  did  not 
hear  what  we  said.  He  told  us  what  he 
thought  should  be  important  to  us  rather 
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than  listening  to  our  needs.  We  as 
parents  are  often  guilty  of  this  same  kind 
of  short-sightedness  with  our  children. 

As  annual  conferences  take  place 
across  United  Methodism  in  June,  I  hope 
that  each  member  of  each  church  will 
discuss  the  issues  being  presented  prior 
to  their  representatives  going  to 
conference.  I  pray  that  each  clergy  and 
lay  delegate  listens  and  hears  what  their 
people’s  needs  are.  This  kind  of  listening, 
caring,  and  sharing  of  concern  for  the 
body  of  Christ  —  from  the  bishop  on 
down,  could  go  a  long  way  toward 
meeting  the  needs  of  individuals  in  the 
local  churches  and  help  rejuvenate  many 
of  our  declining  congregations. 

Ray  R.  Henry 
Bemus  Point,  New  York 

Allowing  child’s  death  is 
logical  step  from  abortion 

To  the  Editor: 

I  can’t  believe  United  Methodists  are 
not  going  to  speak  out  about  the  incident 
in  Bloomington,  Ind.,  where  the  abortion 
of  unwanted  infants  has  been  carried  to 
its  next  logical  (?)  step.  A  six-day-old 
infant  was  “allowed  to  die,”  because  the 
parents  reportedly  said  they  did  not  want 
him  to  live  with  his  handicap. 

For  years,  those  of  us  who  oppose 
indiscriminate  abortion  have  cautioned 
that  no  segment  of  society  will  forever  be 
safe  once  we  have  rationalized  the 
elimination  of  this  most  helpless  of  all 
life  forms.  And  now  it  has  happened.  Of 
course,  authorities  do  not  call  it  murder; 
but  all  of  us  must  recognize  that  the  term 
“allowed  to  die”  is  merely  a  euphemism 
for  a  less  palatable  description  of  what 
really  happened.  We  all  know  that  a 
human  infant  cannot  survive  without 
food  and/or  medical  attention,  even  if  he 
were  not  born  with  a  severe  handicap. 

Beyond  the  conscious  act  itself .  .  .  and 
the  unconscionable  authorization  by  the 
courts  .  .  .  lies  the  manner  of  the  action. 
The  Humane  Society  is  kinder  to  its 
unwanted  animals.  It  does  not  "allow” 
them  to  die;  it  puts  them  to  sleep. 

One  wonders  when  authorities  will 
decide  it  is  right  and  proper  for  children 
to  "allow”  elderly  parents  to  die,  when 
they  have  become  frail,  incompetent, 
hard-to-handle  or  just  plain  inconvenient 
to  have  around. 

Is  America  headed  for  a  holocaust? 

Thank  you  for  giving  me  space  to  air 
this  opinion. 

Mrs.  Lawrence  O.  Dean  Sr. 

Norwood,  New  York 

Christian  teachings 

should  unite  all  of  us 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  United  Methodists  are  vitally 
concerned  about  our  church  and  about 
world  conditions  in  general.  Some  of  us 
fundamentalist  preachers  seem  to 
accept  the  dictum  that  “things  will  wax 
worse  and  worse,"  crawl  into  a  racist 
cave  and  wait  for  the  inevitable!  But  not 
those  who  have  met  the  Lord  of  glory 
face  to  face. 


These  choice  souls  of  all  Christian 
denominations  are  ONE,  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ,  and  they  are  chomping 
on  the  bit  to  put  into  practice  the  practi¬ 
cal,  everyday  power  of  the  Gospel. 

Coupled  with  being  servants  and  foot- 
washers,  we  are  not  to  forget  the  urgency 
and  the  world-shaking  effect  of  God’s 
holy  and  inerrant  Word.  With  one  voice 
we  who  name  His  name  must  stress  not 
only  the  social  aspects  of  the  Gospel  but 
also  the  “fire-and-brimstone,”  “without- 
the-shedding-of-blood,”  and  “ye  must- 
be-born-again”  aspects. 

When  will  all  of  us  decide  that  there  is 
only  ONE  WAY  to  Heaven  and  that  all 
those  who  are  on  the  WAY  are 
UNITED!? 

Lome  F.  Piercey 
Widener,  Arkansas 

Insights  on  the 
word  ‘pluralism’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  thought  your  readers  would 
appreciate  current  research  on  the  word 
“Pluralism"  that  will  be  submitted  to 
Webster’s  Tenth  New  Collegiate  Interna¬ 
tional  Dictionary. 

Definitions: 

1.  The  quality  or  state  of  being  plural. 

2.  The  holding  by  one  person  of  two  or 
more  offices  or  positions  at  the  same 
time. 

3.  A  theory  that  there  are  more  than 
one  or  more  than  two  kinds  of  ultimate 
reality. 

4.  A  state  of  society  in  which  members 
of  diverse  ethnic,  racial,  religious  or 
social  groups  maintain  an  autonomous 
participation  within  the  confines  of  a 
common  civilization. 

5.  A  word  over-used  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  under-practiced. 

6.  A  word  that  is  beginning  to  irritate 
many  United  Methodists  by  its  over-use. 

7.  A  word  that  could  be  freely  substi¬ 
tuted  by  the  word  “love.” 

Edward  J.  Fritz 
Jacksonville,  Florida 

Hard-sell  gospel  rapped; 
Reporter  issued  caution 

To  the  Editor: 

To  our  understanding  of  Scripture,  the 
Moral  Majority  movement  in  this 
country  represents  a  lack  of  faith  in 
Jesus  and  the  Gospel.  The  problem  lies  in 
the  word  “majority”  (they  obviously  be¬ 
lieve  they  are  “moral”). 

Jesus  and  His  disciples  always  saw 
Christians  as  a  minority  that  are  in  the 
world  to  proclaim  the  Good  News.  If  the 
Moral  Majority  has  to  force  their  “good 
news”  down  people's  throats,  then  they 
have  lost  faith  that  the  simplicity  and 
truth  of  the  Gospel  can  speak  for  itself 
and  be  accepted  glaaly  (Mt.  7:4-5).  We 
would  also  caution  the  editors  of  the 
Reporter  to  resist  the  temptation  to 
engage  them  in  their  own  tactics. 

Edward  C.  Miller 
Joyce  D.  Kelly 
Weatherford,  Texas 


My  prayers  seemed  shallow  and  without 
power.  I  needed  the  prayers  of  others  and 
through  my  journey  discovered  anew  the 
gift  of  intercessory  prayer  at  the 
receiving  end.  At  the  time,  the  content  of 
the  prayers  of  others  was  only  somewhat 
important.  Just  knowing  that  prayers 
were  being  offered  by  pastors  and  people 
in  various  denominations  and  commun¬ 
ities  provided  untold  power.  My  prayer 
journey  began  on  the  Sunday  after  my 
father  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  and  I 
was  preparing  to  travel  back  home  to  see 
him.  Following  the  worship  service, 
several  members  of  our  congregation 
stayed  to  pray  with  me.  We  cried 
together.  We  touched.  They  prayed. 
Without  exception,  I  was  helped  by  all  of 
the  prayers. 

Yet,  the  content  of  the  prayers  was 
direct  and  specific.  They  were  asking  for 
strength  for  my  family  and  a  healing  of 
my  father’s  heart.  These  prayers,  all  of 
ours,  were  earnest,  sincere,  and 
persistent.  Yet,  death  came.  Our  prayers 
for  healing  appeared  to  be  unanswered 
and  powerless.  — 

I  didn’t  think  much  about  this  at  first 
but  on  the  same  day  that  my  father  died, 
Brigadier  General  James  Dozier  was 
rescued  from  his  terrorist  captors  in 
Italy,  virtually  unharmed.  I  read  the 
newspaper  account  of  how  his  family 
attributed  his  release  to  the  power  of 
prayer.  There  were  some  unanswered 
questions  here  for  me  and  I  suddenly 
found  myself  standing  on  clay  feet  when 
it  came  to  understanding  prayer. 

In  some  rather  intense  moments  of 
reflection  I  rediscovered  the  mystery 
involved  in  prayer  and  praying.  God,  in 
God’s  very  nature,  is  mysterious  in  both 
works  and  ways  and  I’m  willing  to  leave 
it  at  that  for  the  moment  —  the  bitter  and 
the  sweet  of  prayer,  the  answers  and  the 
questions  —  for  this  is  a  part  of  the 
mystery  of  the  faith  which  sends  us  to  our 
studies,  searching  and,  ironically,  to  our 
knees  in  prayer  before  the  Creator. 

Faith  is  important 

On  at  least  two  occasions,  I  heard 
someone  ask  my  mother  what  she  would 
have  done  without  her  faith.  Through¬ 
out  my  father’s  sudden,  brief  ill¬ 
ness,  our  family  continually  felt  the 
importance  of  the  faith.  For  us,  it  was, 
and  still  is,  a  confident  trusting  in  God. 
My  background  is  Quaker  with  my 
grandfather  practicing  the  Quaker  ways 
for  most  of  his  life  although  my  Method¬ 
ist  grandmother  eventually  persuaded 
him  to  the  ways  of  John  Wesley.  Our 
family  is  appreciative  of  this  heritage 
into  a  rather  quiet,  peace-loving,  but 
firm  faith.  That  faith  has  been  our  rock. 

While  in  the  hospital,  my  father  had 
been  reading  his  Bible  and  came  to  the 
Matthew  story  of  the  healing  of  the  wo¬ 
man  who  had  been  bleeding  for  12  years. 
Matthew  9:22  records  Jesus  as  saying, 
“Your  faith  has  made  you  well.”  My  fa¬ 
ther’s  question  was  twofold:  “How  do  I 
get  this  faith  and  how  much  do  I  need?” 

At  first  I  listened,  hoping  that  nothing 
more  would  be  needed  but  he  came  back 
to  the  same  question  during  our  next  visit 
and  I  realized  that  I  would  have  to  deal 
with  it.  I  promised  to  talk  with  him  about 
it  the  next  day,  and  that  evening  I 
searched  the  Scriptures,  got  my  thoughts 
together,  and  the  next  day  we  talked.  His 
questions  were  really  about  healing, 
suffering,  “why  me?"  and  the  nature  of 
faith.  We  talked  about  faith  as  patience 

CORRECTION 

The  “historical  errors”  attributed  to  a 
United  Methodist  News  Service  release 
in  the  article  last  week  (May  21)  on 
“Bishop’s  trials  occur  in  denomination’s 
past"  did  not  appear  in  the  original 
UMNS  release  about  the  appointment  of 
a  7-member  Committee  on  Investigation 
to  consider  accusations  against  Bishop 
Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.,  but  in  an  edited 
version  of  it  published  by  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  United  Methodist  Advocate  in  its 
May  7  issue.  The  Reporter  regrets  this 
error,  and  apologizes  to  UMNS  for  the 
wrong  impression  it  conveyed. 


and  confident  hope.  The  conversation 
helped  both  of  us  a  great  deal  but  within  a 
matter  of  days  following  his  death,  the 
questions  were  back,  pounding  at  the 
door.  Are  miracles  still  possible?  How 
much  faith  is  necessary?  Why  are  some 
apparently  healed  and  others  are  not? 
Can  faith  make  you  well? 

There  are,  of  course,  answers.  Some 
are  helpful.  Some  are  not.  Some  stand 
the  tests  of  reason  and  experience. 
Others  do  not.  I  suspect  that  when  all 
responses  have  been  exhausted,  most  of 
us  arrive  at  the  same  destination  — 
acknowledging  the  mystery  of  faith.  I 
believe  and  have  great  confidence  from 
the  gift  of  the  faith  but  am  also  ready  to 
acknowledge  the  mystery.  The  image  in 
the  mirror  is  still  a  bit  clouded.  Such  is 
faith. 

Cherish  those  God  gives 

A  death  in  the  family  caused  me  to  do 
some  thinking  about  living  and  the  pre¬ 
cious  nature  of  time,  about  quality  and 
not  quantity,  about  love  for  each  other, 
and  especially  about  the  gift  of  relation¬ 
ships.  There  is  much  to  be  said  for  living 
each  day  fully  and  cherishing  those 
whom  God  has  given  us. 

Cherishing  involves  planning  for  the 
future,  not  only  by  making  sure  of  my 
relationship  to  God,  but  by  making  sure 
that  my  spouse  can  handle  the  family 
finances,  drive  the  car,  and  will  be  finan¬ 
cially  secure  in  the  event  of  my  pre¬ 
mature  death  (in  case  “something” 
happens  to  me).  Cherishing  makes  sure 
that  my  children  will  be  cared  for  and 
educated.  Cherishing  has  to  do  with 
insurance,  wills,  and  communication. 

The  day  before  my  father  died,  as  our 
family  drove  home  from  the  hospital,  we 
talked  about  the  future  and  all  of  the 
possibilities.  I  remember  sharing  with 
the  family  what  my  “game  plan”  had 
been  throughout  the  past  few  days.  “If 
there  is  anything  you  want  to  say  or  any¬ 
thing  you  want  to  ask  Dad,  now  is  the 
time  to  do  it.”  I  believe  I  have  discovered 
that  this  principle  is  a  sound  one  for  all  of 
us  to  put  into  practice  before  death  is  at 
hand. 

When  I  sang  with  my  college  touring 
choir  we  included  in  the  program  a 
selection  titled  “O  Magnum  Myster- 
ium.”  O  magnificent  mystery  .  .  .  There 
is  where  I  am  standing  at  this  moment, 
admitting  openly  that  my  knowledge  of 
prayer,  faith,  and  cherishing  (and  thus  of 
God)  is  only  partial.  I’m  struggling  and 
learning  as  most  of  us.  Above  all,  I’m 
more  willing  to  acknowledge  the 
magnificent  mystery  of  God  than  I  was 
several  weeks  ago.  In  that  sense,  the 
Apostle  Paul  and  I  are  real  brothers  in 
Christ  because  his  reflections  in  Romans 
11:33-36  might  well  be  mine.  “How  great 
are  God’s  riches!  How  deep  are  God’s 
wisdom  and  knowledge.  Who  can  explain 
God’s  decisions?  Who  can  understand 
God’s  ways?  As  the  Scripture  says,  ‘Who 
knows  the  mind  of  the  Lord?  Who  is  able 
to  give  the  Lord  advice?  Who  has  ever 
given  the  Lord  anything,  so  that  the  Lord 
had  to  pay  it  back?  ’  For  all  things  were 
created  by  God,  and  all  things  exist 
through  God  and  for  God.  To  God  be  the 
glory  forever!  Amen.”  (TEV) 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share  meaning¬ 
ful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This 
week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  David  A. 
Highfield,  is  pastor  of  the  Rehoboth  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Williamsport, 
Maryland  (Baltimore  Conference). 
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will  be  saved.  Our  response  to  falling  gas 
prices  showed  our  poor  understanding  of 
Christian  stewardship.  We  thanked  God 
for  this  sign  that  the  economy  was 
getting  better.  Cheaper  gas  must  mean 
that  the  energy  and  environmental  crises 
have  lessened. 

I  think  Christ’s  view  would  be  just  the 
opposite.  Humans,  motivated  by  greed, 
created  a  temporary  glut  of  gas  in  the 
marketplace.  Bargain  prices  encouraged 
us  to  consume  at  a  faster  rate.  Depletion 
of  a  precious,  finite  resource  is  being 
speeded  up.  Hence,  pollution  is  also 
increasing.  The  day  our  children  will 
suffer  the  consequences  of  our  poor 
stewardship  is  being  brought  nearer  at  a 
faster  rate. 

Christian  ethics  blamed 

There  are  perceptive  non-Christians 
and  ex-Christians  who  attribute  the 
approaching  day  of  reckoning  to 
“Christian  ethics.”  Our  “dominion 
complex,”  they  believe,  has  “justified" 
us  in  our  conspicuous  consumption  of 
God’s  blessings.  It  also  blinded  us  to  the 
conspicuous  evidence  that  we  are 
destroying  God’s  creation.  Our  theolo¬ 
gians  publish  articles  saying  that,  of 
course,  we  know  that  “dominion”  doesn’t 
mean  to  dominate  or  desecrate. 

The  “responsibility”  side  of  the  do¬ 
minion  coin,  however,  doesn’t  get  very 
far  off  the  printed  page.  The  evidence  is 
clear  that  we  Christians  in  the  U.S.  are 
continuing  to  consume  the  natural  re¬ 
sources  of  God’s  creation  at  a  faster  rate 
than  any  other  people  in  the  world. 

This  fact  draws  mixed  reactions.  When 
I  report  it  to  groups  of  United  Methodist 
business  men  and  women,  some  take  it 
as  a  compliment.  Our  high  consumption 
is  taken  as  proof  that  our  system  is  out¬ 
performing  others,  with  our  higher 
“standard”  of  living  the  beneficial 
result.  They  believe  their  view  is 
justified  biblically. 

In  Genesis  God  told  us  to  take  dominion 
over  the  earth.  In  the  parable  of  talents, 
Christ  told  us  to  use  nature’s  resources. 

God  did,  and  Christ  did.  But .  .  . 

In  Genesis  the  dominion  message  was 
to  take  care  of  God’s  creation.  Our  rule 
over  other  species  was  coupled  with 
responsibility.  We  were  told  to  care  for 
God’s  earth. 

In  the  parable  of  talents,  Christ 
reinforced  this  message  of  responsibil¬ 
ity.  Our  task  as  stewards  was  made 
crystal  clear.  We  were  told  to  invest 
wisely  the  gifts  God  entrusts  to  us. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  between  in¬ 
vesting  and  consuming.  This  difference 
was  illustrated  in  another  of  Christ’s 
parables,  that  of  the  prodigal  son.  His 
irresponsible  stewardship  depleted  his 
inheritance.  He  consumed  all  the 
resources  his  father  gave  him.  He 
invested  nothing  and  ended  up  destitute. . 

Responsible  stewardship  needed 

Christ  made  clear  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  responsible  and  irresponsible 
stewardship.  Christian  business  men  and 
women  should  understand  this  differ¬ 
ence.  To  succeed  in  business  we  must 
exercise  responsible  stewardship.  This 
means  we  pay  our  expenses  out  of  our 
income.  We  conserve  our  capital 
reserves  —  our  “inheritance.”  We  use 
reserves  only  in  emergencies  and  to 
invest  in  new  profitable  businesses. 

A  business  that  spends  more  than  it 
earns,  that  pays  its  expenses  out  of  its 
reserves,  is  headed  for  bankruptcy.  So  is 
a  person,  a  family,  a  nation,  or  a  planet. 

We  Christians  in  the  U.S.  are  the 
world’s  champion  consumers  of  the 
earth’s  irreplaceable  natural  reserves. 
By  not  living  on  our  income  (the  earth’s 
rich,  renewable  resources),  we  are 
depleting  our  children’s  inheritance. 
Anyone  who  has  ever  kept  a  bank 
account  knows  better. 

When  we  ignore  our  responsibility  as 
stewards  of  God’s  creation,  we  apply  a 
double  standard.  We  court  bankruptcy  of 
our  planet.  We  behave  like  the  hypocrites 
Christ  condemned.  We  may  praise  God, 
but  our  words  are  contradicted  by  our 
actions.  When  we  deplete  God’s  creation 
we  violate  God’s  laws.  We  endanger  the 
lives  of  future  generations. 

The  task  of  every  Christian  today,  I 
believe,  is  not  merely  to  work  to  “save 
the  environment.”  Our  job  is  to  invest  it. 
That  is  clearly  what  God  through  Christ 
has  commanded  us  to  do. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor,  Dr.  McGregor  Smith  Jr.,  is  a 
member  of  Kendall  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Miami.  Florida. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


NEED  HELP? 

Do  your  prayers  loom  to  got  no  closor  to 
God  than  tho  coiling  of  your  room?  REACHING 
OUT  TO  JESUS,  a  brand-now  book  by  Edwin 
and  Moblo  Purvionco,  oHors  you  that  neodod 
holp. 

Thl*  co-authorod  book  by  a  Methodist 
minister  and  his  wife  gets  right  down  to  tho 
nitty-gritty  issuos  of  lifo:  "Why  on  oorth  am  I 
boro?”  "What  do  I  do  whon  tho  tldo  of  lifo 
goos  out?"  "How  do  I  doal  with  tho  doath 
of  my  child?”  "How  do  I  hondlo  my  'oughts 
agoinst  any'?"  The  easily  understood  book, 
priced  at  $1.95.  answers  those  questions,  and 
others. 

When  you  place  your  order,  ask  for  a  free 
autographed  copy  of  PEACE  OF  MIND,  by  the 
Purvlonces.  All  books  mailed  postpaid, 
although  something  toward  postage  is  appre¬ 
ciated. 
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Evidence  found  lacking  for  trial  of  bishop 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
UMR  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  vigorous  two-day 
consideration  of  accusations  against 
Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  of  Denver 
for  disseminating  false  doctrine  and 
violating  United  Methodist  Church  law 
ended  here  last  Friday  with  a  unanimous 
decision:  “There  is  not  reasonable 
ground  for  the  accusations  brought 
forward.” 

The  Committee  on  Investigation  em¬ 
phasized  the  legal  character  of  its  ruling, 
in  accordance  with  the  judicial 
procedures  outlined  in  Para.  2621-23  of 
the  UMC’s  “Book  of  Discipline.” 
However,  the  ruling  also  included  a  sec¬ 
tion  noting  that  the  issues  raised  in  the 
hearing  are  ultimately  theological  and 
relational  in  nature,  and  cannot  be  set¬ 
tled  by  a  single  vote  or  ruling. 

In  this  statement  —  which  the  Reporter 
will  publish  in  full  in  its  June  4  issue  — 
pie  committee  expressed  the  hope  that  in 
considering  homosexuality  and  other 
potentially  divisive  “matters  of  faith  and 

Bishop, 

By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
UMR  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  An  unlikely  event  in 
an  unlikely  place,  involving  an  unlikely 
cast  of  characters  produced  what  many 
considered  an  impossible  result  here  last 
week:  a  relatively  reasoned  and 
constructive  exchange  of  deeply  held 
Christian  convictions  based  on 
conflicting  understandings  about 
homosexuality. 

The  event  was  a  hearing  to  consider 
two  sets  of  charges  against  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  of 
Denver.  The  hearing  was  held  at  the 
Westchester  UMC  here  (see  related 
article  elsewhere  on  this  page  regarding 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  hearing) . 

One  group  of  charges  was  filed  by  the 
Rev.  David  Hendrix  of  Waverly  Hall, 
Georgia  —  a  29-year  old  minister  not  long 
out  of  seminary.  Dr.  Hendrix  along  with  88 
members  of  his  three-point  charge  ac¬ 
cused  Bishop  Wheatley  of  what  histori¬ 
cally  has  been  called  “heresy.”  He  came 
here  to  make  his  case,  accompanied  by 
his  expectant  wife  and  his  in-laws. 

The  other  charges  were  filed  by  10 
members  of  First  UMC  in  Boulder, 
Colorado,  but  none  of  them  was  present 
for  the  hearing.  Instead  they  sent  a 
lawyer  from  Boulder  who  is  not  a  United 
Methodist,  Stanley  Johnson,  to  represent 
them. 

Bishop  Wheatley,  who  holds  the 
highest  office  to  which  a  person  can  be 
elected  in  the  UMC,  was  there  to  face  his 
accuMfers.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  Lucile,  and  their  three  sons.  He  was 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  Don  Sanders,  a  UMC 
pastor  in  Windsor,  Colo.,  and  by  his'son 
Jim— both  of  whom  are  lawyers. 

The  Committee  on  Investigation  was 
convened  by  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of  Los 
Angeles  following  procedures  outlined  in 
the  church’s  “Book  of  Discipline.”  Then 
the  committee  of  seven  clergy  members 
from  the  Western  United  States  (plus  one 
alternate)  was  on  its  own  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  William  Ritchey,  a 
venerable  pastor  from  Des  Moines, 
Wash. 

Although  Dr.  Ritchey  repeatedly  em¬ 
phasized  the  informal  and  preliminary 
character  of  the  hearing,  the  proceedings 
could  not  have  been  conducted  with 
greater  seriousness  and  even-handed- 
ness  had  this  been  an  actual  church  trial. 

Tone  set  for  proceeding 

Following  a  period  of  organizational 
and  procedural  discussion, Dr.  Ritchey 
set  the  tone  for  the  proceeding  by  indica¬ 
ting  the  committee’s  expectation  that  all 
parties  would  conduct  themselves  so  as 
to  “reveal  a  concern  for  one  another  and 
our  common  commitment  to  Christ.”  He 
also  announced  that  the  hearing  of  com¬ 
plaints,  evidence  and  responses  from  the 
accused  would  be  open  to  the  press,  with 
the  deliberation  part  of  the  hearing  to  be 
conducted  in  executive  session. 

The  “flight  plan”  for  the  proceeding, 
as  Dr.  Ritchey  noted  the  sound  of  jets 
taking  off  and  landing  at  nearby  L.A. 
International  Airport,  would  involve 
separate  presentations  and  consideration 
of  the  two  groups  of  charges,  with  each 
allocated  approximately  three  hours  for 
hearing  the  complaints  substantiated,  the 
responses  of  the  accused,  and  dialogue 
involving  all  parties,  including 
committee  members.  He  also  reminded 
all  parties  that  all  material  presented 
had  to  be  germane  to  the  written  charges 
under  consideration. 

Dr.  Hendrix,  representing  the  group 
which  first  issued  accusations  against 
the  bishop,  was  asked  to  present  his  case 
first,  and  he  opted  to  make  a  formal 


practice,”  members  of  the  church  will 
remain  in  relationship,  and  will  seek  “a 
deepened  understanding  of  what  it 
means  to  employ  the  guidelines  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  tradition,  experience  and  reason  — 
in  interaction  —  in  the  determination  and 
maintenance  of  Christian  norms,”  and  in 
“seeking  the  mind  of  Christ.” 

This  verdict  marked  the  culmination  of 
a  controversy  that  escalated  repeatedly 
in  breadth  and  intensity  following  its 
inception  last  August.  At  that  time,  the 
Rev.  Julian  Rush,  a  minister  under  the 
Denver  Area  episcopal  leader’s 
jurisdiction,  publicly  identified  himself 
as  having  a  homosexual  orientation. 
Following  three  months  of  controversy 
and  negotiation  concentrated  in  the 
affected  local  church,  Bishop  Wheatley 
reassigned  Mr.  Rush  last  November 
from  his  position  on  the  ministerial  staff 
of  First  UMC  in  Boulder  to  a  newly- 
created  position  of  “minister  to 
community  concerns”  of  a  small  inner- 
city  church  in  Denver. 

Rather  than  resolving  the  public  con- 


accusers : 


presentation.  After  stating  that  he  felt  as 
much  “on  trial”  as  Bishop  Wheatley,  Dr. 
Hendrix  said  that  many  persons  in  this 
pluralistic  age  consider  the  idea  of  a 
church  having  “standards  of  doctrine” 
an  anachronism,  but  the  retention  of  this 
wording  in  the  church’s  “Discipline” 
convinced  him  that  United  Methodism 
does  still  have  such  standards  and  that 
there  is  the  possibility  of  violating  them. 
He  then  cited  a  number  of  statements  by 
Bishop  Wheatley  which  he  said  he 
considered  to  constitute  an  example  of 
that  violation  when  taken  together. 

Focus  on  bishop’s  view  of  sin 

The  focal  point  of  Dr.  Hendrix’s 
complaint  was  Bishop  Wheatley’s  stated 
belief  that  “homosexuality  is  not  sin.” 
The  Georgia  pastor  said  that  such  a 
belief  amounts  to  “throwing  out  5000 
years  of  biblical  tradition.” 

Beyond  merely  the  issue  of  homosexu¬ 
ality,  Dr.  Hendrix  contended  that  Bishop 
Wheatley’s  statements  had  the  effect  of 
“undermining  Scriptural  authority.” 
Further,  he  said  the  bishop’s  belief  that 
homosexuals  cannot  change  their  sexual 
orientation  amounts  to  “a  lack  of  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  power  of  God  to  transform 
human  lives.” 

Dr.  Hendrix  said  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  had  spoken  with 
particular  clarity  regarding  the 
sinfulness  of  homosexuality.  “In  fact,  on 
no  other  issue  of  our  day  has  the  General 
Conference  spoken  so  clearly  —  not  on 
racism,  sexism,  ageism,  or  even  commu¬ 
nism,  as  in  Para.  906.13  of  the  “Disci¬ 
pline”  which  prohibits  the  use  of  any  UM 
general  funds  to  promote  the  acceptance 
of  homosexuality.  “And  yet,”  Dr.  Hen¬ 
drix  said,  “Bishop  Wheatley  continues  to 
insist  the  church’s  position  is  unclear.” 

Dr.  Hendrix  also  cited  the  1972  General 
Conference  as  having  spoken  clearly  in 
adopting  the  Social  Principles  position 
that  homosexual  behavior  is  “incompat¬ 
ible  with  Christian  teaching,”  and  that  the 
same  position  was  overwhelmingly  reaf¬ 
firmed  by  both  the  1976  and  1980  General 
Conferences  despite  efforts  by  some  indi¬ 
viduals  and  groups  to  alter  it. 

He  cited  numerous  biblical  and  secular 
authorities  who  continue  to  uphold  “the 
traditional  biblical  view  that  what  Bishop 
Wheatley  has  called  a  ‘mysterious  gift  of 
God’s  grace’  is  still  antithetical  to  God’s 
intention  for  human  life.” 

Bishop  portrayed  as  ‘maverick’ 

Dr.  Hendrix  also  portrayed  Bishop 
Wheatley  as  a  “maverick”  who  refused 
to  sign  the  Episcopal  Address  to  the  1980 
General  Conference. 

Dr.  Hendrix  concluded  that  if  United 
Methodism’s  connectional  system  is  to 
continue  to  work  credibly,  then  persons 
in  leadership  positions  must  recognize 
that  their  statements  and  actions  have 
either  demonstrably  positive  or  seriously 
negative  consequences  for  the  whole  of 
the  church.  Hence,  he  expressed  the  view 
that  Bishop  Wheatley  “needs  to  be  called 
to  accountability”  by  others  within  the 
connection. 

Bishop  Wheatley  responded  to  the 
accusations  by  noting  that  a  great  deal  of 
Dr.  Hendrix’s  complaint  “against  my 
belief  that  homosexuality  is  not  a  sin” 
was  based  on  “tradition.”  What  Dr. 
Hendrix  failed  to  note,  however,  the  bish¬ 
op  said,  was  the  variety  of  ways  in  which 
Christian  attitudes  toward  sin  have 
changed.  The  bishop  noted,  for  example, 
that  during  his  own  lifetime,  sewing  and 
reading  a  newspaper  on  Sunday, 
ballroom  dancing,  and  having  playing 
cards  in  one’s  house  were  considered  sin. 
He  added  “My  grandparents  would  be 
shocked  by  the  way  the  church’s  attitude 


troversy,  this  action  served  to  broaden 
and  deepen  it— particularly  among  those 
who  believe  that  homosexuality  is  dealt 
with  decisively,  and  in  exclusively  nega¬ 
tive  terms,  both  in  the  Scriptures  and  in 
the  UMC’s  “Book  of  Discipline.”  Conse¬ 
quently,  Bishop  Wheatley  developed  a 
letter  addressed  to  “Dear  Clergy  Col¬ 
leagues  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Confer¬ 
ence  last  Nov.  20  to  explain  his  handling 
of  Mr.  Rush’s  appointment  on  both  theo¬ 
logical  and  administrative  grounds. 

Then  in  late  January  of  this  year,  the 
“Good  News”  caucus  of  “evangelical” 
United  Methodists  issued  an  “open 
letter”  criticizing  Bishop  Wheatley’s  new 
appointment  for  Mr.  Rush.  The 
statement  accused  the  bishop  of  ignoring 
“the  clear  biblical  teaching  that  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  is  a  sin,  and  of 
undermining  “the  basic  foundation  for 
our  faith  and  Christian  ethic  —  the  Holy 
Scriptures.”  The  “open  letter”  appealed 
to  Bishop  Wheatley  “to  take  whatever 
action  is  necessary  to  deal  with  this 
problem  which  is  so  destructive  to  the 


witness  and  well-being  of  our  church.” 

Instead,  Bishop  Wheatley  issued  in 
mid-February  an  aggressive  six-page 
response  which  took  “Good  News”  to 
task  for  its  "open  letter”  approach  and 
for  presenting  "your  premises  as  proof  of 
your  conclusions.”  And  the  bishop  again 
defended  his  actions  on  biblical  and 
theological  grounds  and  in  terms  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  law. 

At  the  end  of  his  Nov.  20  letter  to 
“Clergy  Colleagues,”  Bishop  Wheatley 
had  offered  as  a  “personal  perspective” 
—  based  on  years  of  study,  experience, 
and  “abundant  data  increasingly 
supplied  from  the  latest  and  most 
respected  researchers”  —  that  a 
person’s  sexual  orientation  is  a  “given” 
rather  than  a  “choice.”  In  that  light, 
Bishop  Wheatley  indicated  the  belief  that 
sexual  orientation— whether  heterosexu¬ 
al  or  homosexual— is  a  “mysterious  gift 
of  God’s  grace,”  and  added  “I  clearly  do 
not  believe  that  homosexuality  is  a  sin.” 

After  reading  news  reports  quoting 
some  of  Bishop  Wheatley’s  statements  in 


Views  of  Christian  faith, 
homosexuality  debated 


toward  abortion  and  divorce  as  sin  have 
changed  since  their  time .  ” 

He  also  noted  that  there  are  issues  such 
as  the  ordination  of  women  in  which 
“Christian  tradition”  has  changed 
among  some  groups  but  not  others. 
“Which  group  is  the  true  bearer  of  tradi¬ 
tion  in  such  cases?”,  the  bishop  asked. 

Bishop  Wheatley  vigorously  denied 
that  the  United  Methodist  “Discipline” 
at  any  point  says  that  “homosexuality  is 
sin.”  Rather,  he  said,  “what  we  have  is  a 
statement  of  what  a  given  denomination¬ 
al  group  ‘considers’  or  ‘interprets’  to  be 
true  at  a  particular  point  in  time.” 

As  for  the  authority  of  Scripture, 
Bishop  Wheatley  said  that  “far  from 
undermining  the  authority  of  Scripture,  I 
suspect  that  I  may  have  precipitated 
more  Bible  study  in  recent  months  than 
any  other  bishop  in  the  church.”  The 
bishop  added:  “I  have  consistently  advo¬ 
cated  Bible  study  as  well  as  the  study  of 
new  information  which  is  emerging 
regarding  the  subject  at  hand.” 

‘Maverick’  designation  denied 

In  response  to  his  being  characterized 
as  a  “maverick,”  Bishop  Wheatley  went 
into  a  lengthy  explanation  supported  by 
numerous  written  documents  to  show 
how  he  repeatedly  made  “low  profile” 
efforts  between  1978  and  1980  to  reach  a 
compromise  statement  about  same-sex 
orientation  which  he  could  in  conscience 
affirm  in  the  Episcopal  Address. 

In  the  most  poignant  moment  of  the 
hearing,  Bishop  Wheatley  read  a  state¬ 
ment  which  he  had  shared  with  members 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops  in  1978. 

Bishop  Wheatley  had  told  his  fellow- 
bishops  that  he  necessarily  hears  any 
public  utterance  on  homosexual  persons 
through  the  eyes  and  ears  of  four 
cherished  individuals,  including  a 
member  of  his  family,  who  have  in 
common  a  “same-sex  rather  than  other- 
sex  orientation.”  And  he  said  that  each  of 
them  perceives  his  or  her  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  “not  as  something  they  have  learned 
and  practiced. ..but  something  they  are.” 

In  his  1978  statement  Bishop  Wheatley 
said  when  he  hears  the  Social  Principles 
pronouncement  through  the  eyes  and 
ears  of  these  individuals,  what  comes 
through  is  a  judgment  that  “they  are 
automatically  eliminated  from  eligibility 
as  authentic  Christians,”  even  though 
when  considering  “the  total  life  of  these 
persons,  each  of  them  appears  to  me  and 
to  Lucile  to  be  as  close  to  authentic 
Christian  living  as  we  perceive  ourselves 
to  be.” 

The  bishop’s  statement  concluded  that 
any  document  reaffirming  the  Social 
Principles  position  “may  sound  brave 
and  strong  and  all  but  believable  when 
addressed  to  a  highly  emotional  and 
crassly  exploited  subject.  Yet  the  same 
words  strike  me  as  naive,  harsh,  and 
categorically  false  when  addressed  to  the 
four  persons  named  earlier.” 

Bishop  Wheatley  later  informed  the 
Council  of  Bishops  that  his  “sense  of 
integrity”  would  preclude  his  name’s 
being  attached  to  any  statement  from  the 
bishops  reaffirming  that  wording. 

Through  a  series  of  errors,  the 
morning  after  the  address  was  delivered, 
the  bishop  said,  his  name  appeared  at 
the  end  of  it  in  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate,  the  official  proceedings  of 
the  General  Conference.  “At  that  point, 
I  had  no  alternative  but  to  insist  on 
a  correction  —  not  as  a  matter  of  being  a 
‘maverick’  or  trying  to  embarrass 
anyone  but  as  an  exercise  of  personal 
integrity,"  Bishop  Wheatley  said. 

Stop  treating  people  as  objects 

"My  major  point  then  and  now  is  that 


we  must  stop  treating  a  whole  category 
of  human  beings  as  ‘ITS,’  ”  Bishop 
Wheatley  said. 

During  the  question  and  answer  period 
which  followed,  Dr.  Hendrix  pointedly 
asked  Bishop  Wheatley:  “Can  we  throw 
out  5000  years  of  biblical  tradition 
regarding  this  issue?” 

To  which  the  bishop  responded:  “Our 
stance  as  a  denomination  is  one  of 
openness  to  new  understandings,  so  at 
times  the  answer  is  ‘yes’  —  such  as  we 
have  set  aside  a  5000-year  biblical 
tradition  affirming  slavery  and  the 
subjugation  of  women  to  men.” 

In  response  to  a  question  posed  by 
another  panel  member,  the  Rev.  Barbara 
Troxell,  a  district  superintendent  in  the 
San  Francisco  area,  to  both  the  accused 
and  the  accuser  as  to  how  “Christian  tra¬ 
dition”  is  formed  and  changed,  Dr.  Hen¬ 
drix  answered:  “Within  the  Wesleyan 
quadrilateral  of  Scripture,  tradition, 
reason  and  experience  .  .  .  but  we  have  to 
start  with  Scripture.  ’  ’ 

To  the  same  question,  Bishop  Wheatley 
responded:  “Anything  that  has  become 
tradition  at  one  time  had  to  be  functional. 
When  a  given  tradition  ceases  to  be 
functional,  something  must  be  done  to 
change  it.  As  the  hymn  says,  ‘New 
occasions  teach  new  duties;  time  makes 
ancient  good  uncouth.’  When  this  occurs, 
we  must  begin  to  discover  and  develop 
new  traditions— even  if  it  means  ‘wan¬ 
dering  in  the  wilderness’  of  uncertainty 
for  a  time  rather  than  immediate  en¬ 
trance  into  the  promised1  land.”  The 
bishop  added  that  the  constant  even 
during  such  “wilderness  wanderings”  is 
reliance  on  Scripture,  tradition, 
experience,  and  reason. 

In  response  to  a  question  from  Dr. 
Harvey  Potthoff,  a  panel  member  and  a 
retired  seminary  professor,  Dr.  Hendrix 
acknowledged  that  the  complaints  he  had 
raised  against  Bishop  Wheatley  were 
intended  to  be  theological  in  nature, 
directed  altogether  against  statements 
made  by  the  bishop  and  not  on  the  basis 
of  any  appointive  action. 

Boulder  charges  different 

The  charges  presented  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  the  attorney  representing  the 
10-member  group  from  the  First  UMC  in 
Boulder  were,  for  the  most  part,  not 
“charges”  in  strict  accordance  with 
church  law.  . 

Mr.  Johnson  acknowledged  near  the 
outset  the  possibility  of  some 
inaccuracies  and  the  use  of  improper 
terminology.  Since  the  petition  “was 
drawn  up  by  lay  persons  and  not  by  a 
professional,”  the  Boulder  lawyer 
requested  that  the  committee  consider 
the  concerns  his  group  was  attempting  to 
raise.  He  proposed  to  accomplish  this  by 
going  down  the  list  of  “charges,”  stating 
what  he  understood  to  be  the  accuser’s 
grievance  in  each  case,  and  then  posing 
questions  for  Bishop  Wheatley  to  answer. 

Although  the  petition  in  question  quite 
likely  would  have  been  thrown  out  had 
Bishop  Wheatley  objected  on  technical 
grounds  to  its  being  considered,  the  bish¬ 
op  said  that  he  was  not  interested  in  tech¬ 
nicalities  but  in  laying  bare  the  truth. 

As  a  result,  Bishop  Wheatley  supplied 
a  great  deal  of  information  regarding 
when  and  how  he  learned  of  the  Rev. 
Julian  Rush’s  conclusion  that  he  was  a 
homosexual  in  orientation  and  how 
Bishop  Wheatley  became  involved  — 
both  personally  and  through  the  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  Jon  Nieves  — 
with  Mr.  Rush  and  other  persons  affected 
by  his  subsequent  decision  regarding  Mr. 
Rush.  Also  clarified  were  misunder¬ 
standings  on  the  part  of  the  Boulder 
group  regarding  such  things  as  a 


LOS  ANGELES  —  The  seven-member  Committee  on  Investigation  which  heard  the  Rev.  Thomas  Whitehead,  the  Rev.  William  Ritchey,  chairman;  the  Rev.  Barbara 
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early  March,  the  Rev.  David  Hendrix, 
pastor  of  three  congregations  in  South 
Georgia,  along  with  88  members  of  those 
congregations  issued  a  letter  accusing 
Bishop  Wheatley  of  “the  dissemination  of 
doctrines  contrary  to  the  established 
standards  of  doctrine  of  the  church  in 
accordance  with  Para.  2621  of  the  UMC’s 
Book  of  Discipline.”  The  letter  of 
accusation  said  that  Bishop  Wheatley 
had  “undermined  the  authority  of  Holy 
Scriptures  which  UM’s  have  historically 
affirmed  as  ‘the  primary  source  and 
guideline  for  doctrine’,”  that  “his  state¬ 
ments  are  divisive,”  and  that  his  state¬ 
ments  “thwart  the  evangelistic  outreach 
of  the  church.”  And  the  letter  stated: 
“These  charges  are  made  in  the  interest 
of  correcting  damages  that  have  been 
made  to  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Subsequently,  10  members  of  First 
UMC  in  Boulder,  where  Mr.  Rush  was 
under  appointment  when  he  revealed  his 
homosexual  orientation,  filed  a  series  of 
specific  allegations  concerning  Bishop 
Wheatley’s  handling  of  Mr.  Rush’s 


action.  The  complaint  amounted  to  an 
accusation  that  Bishop  Wheatley  was 
“disobedient  to  the  order  and  Discipline 
of  the  church”  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
including  violation  of:  (1)  the  church’s 
Social  Principles  statement  on  homosex¬ 
uality  (Para.  71f);  (2)  the  provisions  re¬ 
lating  to  qualifications  for  ministerial 
ordination  (Para.  404);  (3)  the  use  of  gen¬ 
eral  church  funds  to  promote  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  homosexuality  (Para.  906.13); 
and  (4)  what  the  group  called  “selective 
compassion"  on  Bishop  Wheatley’s  part. 

As  a  result  of  these  two  groups  of 
charges,  an  informal  hearing  by  a  7- 
member  Coommittee  on  Investigation 
was  scheduled  for  May  20  in  Los  Angeles 
by  Bishop  Jack  Tuell,  president  of  the 
church’s  Western  Jurisdiction  College  of 
Bishops,  in  keeping  with  Para.  2623  of  the 
“Discipline.” 

The  drama  of  that  event  —  ending  with 
the  Committee  on  Investigation's  deci¬ 
sion  that  the  accusations  against  Bishop 
Wheatley  were  not  sufficient  to  warrant 
a  formal  church  trial— is  reported  below. 


LOS  ANGELES  —  Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley  Jr.,  left,  of  Denver,  greets  the  Rev. 
David  Hendrix,  right,  of  Waverly  Hall,  Ga..  after  the  seven-member  Committee  on 
Investigation  ruled  there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  for  a  trial  against  the  bishop.  Dr. 
Hendrix  and  88  members  of  his  three-church  charge  had  accused  the  bishop  of  disemi- 
nating  false  doctrines.  umr  photo  by  suzanne  Calvin 


bishop’s  involvement  —  or  lack  thereof 
—  in  determining  who  will  be  ordained, 
and  the  fact  that  funds  expended  by  local 
churches  are  in  no  way  related  to  Para. 
906.13  in  the  “Discipline.” 

‘I  don’t  appoint  labels’ 

At  only  one  point  during  this  long  and 
tedious  process  of  questioning  did  Bishop 
Wheatley  become  visibly  upset,  and  that 
was  when  asked  if  “he  had  welcomed  a 
self-confessed  lesbian”  into  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  from  another  part 
of  the  church.  In  emotional  tones,  the 
bishop  responded:  “In  my  work  as  a 
bishop,  I  am  not  in  the  business  of 
appointing  ‘self-confessed  lesbians’  any 
more  than  seductive  blondes,  obvious 
Asians,  cute  females,  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  resulting  from  a 
childhood  bout  with  polio,  or  any  other 
LABEL.  I  am  in  the  business  of  welcom¬ 
ing  sons  and  daughters  of  God,  BY 
NAME,  following  the  recommendation  of 
the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  and 
approval  by  the  annual  conference!  ” 

Mr.  Johnson  explained  that  the  group 
he  represented  felt  that  Bishop  Wheatley 
had  circumvented  the  actions  and  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  General  Conference  in  his 
handling  of  Mr.  Rush’s  situation,  and  in 
that  way  had  violated  the  “Discipline.” 

“The  question  you  have  to  decide,”  Mr. 
Johnson  said  to  the  committee,  “is  not 
whether  tradition  in  the  church  changes 
with  the  passage  of  time.  Rather  it  is 
whether  the  church  has,  in  fact,  changed 
in  its  understanding  and  traditions  from 
those  to  which  Dr.  Hendrix  referred.” 

Further,  Mr.  Johnson  said  the  group  he 
represented  did  not  believe  it  possible  to 
make  the  distinction  between  same-sex 
“orientation”  and  same-sex  “practice” 
that  Bishop  Wheatley  makes,  “and  they 
do  not  see  how  one  can  support  the 
practice  of  homosexuality,  as  they  feel 
Bishop  Wheatley  has  done,  without  viola¬ 
ting  the  church’s  Order  and  Discipline.” 

In  his  summation,  Bishop  Wheatley’s 
counsel,  the  Rev.  Don  Sanders  said: 
“Bishop  Wheatley  clearly  has  committed 
no  chargeable  offense.  Yet  this 
committee  is  faced  with  requests  for 
actions  that  would  open  the  floodgates  to 
a  variety  of  similar  types  of  harrassment 
against  every  sort  of  authority  in  the 
church.  Hence,  we  hope  you  will  quickly 
put  this  issue  to  rest  so  far  as  Bishop 
Wheatley  is  concerned.  We  will  not,  and 
cannot,  put  it  to  rest  so  far  as  the  church 
is  concerned.  The  dialogue  will  go  on.” 

Deliberations  last  overnight 

The  Committee  of  Investigation  went 
into  Executive  Session  at  8  p.m.  on  May 
20,  deliberated  until  late  that  night,  and 
then  resumed  its  deliberations  the  next 
morning. 

They  did  not  complete  their  work  until 
shortly  after  3  p.m.  the  following  day.  At 
that  time,  the  parties  involved  were 
invited  back  into  the  hearing  room  and 
provided  copies  of  a  seven-page  written 
statement  divided  into  three  parts. 

In  relation  to  Dr.  Hendrix’s  charges, 
the  committee  said  that  “the  heart  of  the 
contention”  is  that  Bishop  Wheatley  has 
“undermined  the  authority  of  Holy  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  repudiated  the  Scriptures,  to¬ 
gether  with  traditionally  held  doctrines, 
including  that  of  sin.  It  is  held  that  Bish¬ 
op  Wheatley’s  statements  are  divisive 
and  thwart  the  evangelistic  efforts  of  the 
church.” 

The  committee  concluded  that  “the 
accusations  as  stated  and  interpreted  by 
Dr.  Hendrix  focus  the  issue  not  only  on 
questions  related  to  homosexuality  but 


on  the  theological  orientation  of  the 
church.” 

The  committee  said  further  that  “both 
the  accusers  and  Bishop  Wheatley  affirm 
the  Disciplinary  guidelines  of  Scripture, 
tradition,  experience  and  reason.  They 
differ  widely  on  how  these  guidelines  are 
to  be  interpreted  and  employed.” 

Legal  status  questioned 

While  acknowledging  that  clear 
references  to  homosexuality  are  made  in 
the  church’s  Social  Principles,  the 
cortlittittee  noted  the  stated  intention  of 
that  document  is  to  be  “instructive  and 
persuasive  in  the  best  of  the  prophetic 
spirit”  and  to  “call  all  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  a  prayerful, 
studied  dialogue  of  faith  and  practice.” 
The  committee  therefore  concluded  that 
it  is  not  clear  “whether  the  Social 
Principles  provide  a  basis  for  chargeable 
offenses." 

The  committee  concluded  that  there 
clearly  “are  biblical  statements  condemn¬ 
ing  homosexual  activity.”  However,  the 
committee  concluded  that  “it  is  debatable 
what  perspective  on  homosexuality  and 
homosexual  activity  emerges  when  the 
biblical  witness  as  a  whole  is  brought  into 
interaction  with  tradition,  experience  and 
reason  (pp.  78-81  of  Discipline).” 

Consequently,  the  Committee  of 
Investigation  concluded  that  there  was 
“not  reasonable  ground”  for  the 
accusations  by  the  Georgia  churches  to 
be  carried  forward  to  a  church  trial. 

With  respect  to  the  accusations  offered 
by  the  group  from  Boulder,  the 
committee  dealt  with  them  point-by- 
point.  In  no  case  did  the  committee  find 
“reasonable  ground”  for  an  accusation. 
Two  of  the  complaints  were  deemed 
to  be  inapplicable.  Two  others  were 
determined  to  be  based  on  erroneous 
information.  And  it  was  noted  that  the 
accusation  of  “selective  compassion”  is 
“not  a  chargeable  offense,”  but  “more 
importantly,  our  investigation  reveals 
that  Bishop  Wheatley  did,  in  fact, 
exercise  significant  pastoral  care  to  all 
parties  through  the  office  of  the  district 
superintendent  and  through  his  own 
personal  attention.” 

Committee  fairness  commended 

Following  the  reading  of  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  conclusions,  Bishop  Wheatley 
expressed  appreciation  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  its  findings  and  said,  “I 
want  to  affirm  the  closing  paragraphs  of 
your  report  on  where  we  are,  both  as 
individuals  and  as  a  church  in  dealing 
with  this  issue.  I  hope  to  do  my  part  to 
foster  the  spirit  to  which  it  refers.” 

Mr.  Johnson  indicated  that  he  had  no 
comment  regarding  the  proceedings 
other  than  that  it  was  “fascinating”  and 
conducted  fairly. 

Dr.  Hendrix,  while  expressing  some 
disappointment  at  the  outcome,  said  he 
was  impressed  with  how  intently  the 
committee  appeared  to  hear  and 
consider  fully  what  each  participant  had 
to  say.  He  said  that  he  considered  the 
type  of  theological  engagement  which 
occurred  during  the  hearing  to  have 
satisfied  his  primary  purpose  in  filing  the 
accusations.  He  added  that,  although  he 
has  received  many  letters  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  support  from  persons  across 
the  nation,  he  does  not  intend  to  engage 
in  any  type  of  followup  action. 

Dr.  Ritchie,  in  closing  the  meeting, 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  Investigation 
Committee’s  works  might  be  instructive 
to  the  church  on  how  open  and  construc¬ 
tive  dialogue  can  take  place  concerning 
even  the  most  controversial  of  issues. 
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UM  agency  chief  apologizes 

Churches  not  consulted  in  racial  case 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

JACKSON,  Miss.  —  Facing  a 
spreading  rebellion  in  North  Mississippi 
churches.  United  Methodism’s  top 
national  missions  executive  flew  here 
last  week  and  publicly  apologized  for 
some  actions  of  members  of  his  staff. 

The  two  dozen  local,  district  and 
annual  conference  clergy  and  lay 
officials  at  the  highly-charged  gathering 
were  incensed  by  the  manner  of  the  UM 
agency’s  involvement  in  the  criminal 
trials  of  Eddie  James  Carthan,  a  black 
former  mayor  of  Tchula  (65  miles  north 
of  here)  and  six  other  defendants,  known 
as  the  “Tchula  Seven.” 

The  Mississippi  United  Methodists 
charge  that  the  National  Division’s 
actions  are  “stirring  up  racial  hatred.” 

Through  speeches,  literature  and 
financial  support  (more  than  $12,000) 
some  staff  members  of  the  National 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  have  been  workers  with  other 
groups  in  a  national  campaign  which 
claims:  The  “white  power  structure’’  of 
Holmes  County  systematically 
harrassed  Mr.  Carthan  while  he  was 
mayor,  plotted  to  drive  him  from  office, 
framed  him  with  trumped  up  criminal 
charges  and  bribed  or  intimidated 
several  juries  to  vote  for  unjust 
indictments  and  convictions. 

Failure  to  consult  admitted 

White  United  Methodists  in  Holmes 
County  said  they  feel  personally 
attacked.  They  are  a  visible  part  of  the 
white  minority  population  (only  25 
percent  of  county  residents  are  white). 
The  United  Methodists  protest  that  their 
denominational  agency,  using  their 
money,  repeatedly  has  made  the 
accusations  against  them  without  ever 
talking  with  them.  They  claim  the 
charges  against  them  cannot  be  justified. 

The  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bideaux,  who 
became  chief  executive  of  National 
Division  just  this  year,  quickly  admitted 
to  the  local  leaders  that  his  staff  had 
failed  to  follow  the  “consultation” 
provision  in  church  law.  It  stipulates  that 
no  agency  money  may  be  spent  on  a 
program  in  an  annual  conference  before 
the  agency  consults  with  the  presiding 
bishop  and  the  conference  council  on 
ministries. 

“We  have  not  followed  a  normal 
procedure,”  Dr.  Bideaux  said.  “We 
believe  we  should  take  local  counsel  not 
just  on  matters  of  money  but  concerning 
actions,  presence  and  program.  This  was 
not  done.”  (The  division  became 
involved  before  Dr.  Bideaux  was 
associated  with  the  agency. ) 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief 
executive  of  Global  Ministries,  sounded  a 
similar  note  in  a  telegram  to  Bishop 
Carlton  P.  Minnick  Jr.  the  day  before  the 
meeting:  “The  expectations  which  we 


have  for  all  our  staff  is  that  consultation 
take  place  .  .  .  and  if  this  is  being  called 
into  question,  I  want  to  clearly  say  that  I 
am  very  sorry.” 

Lay  members  send  mailings 

Four  congregations  have  suspended  all 
payments  to  the  general  church’s  World 
Service  Fund  and  two  more  are  expected 
to  follow  this  month,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Tom  Hawk  of  First  UMC,  Durant. 
Lay  members  of  the  churches  have 
mailed  hundreds  of  packets  of 
information  on  the  controversy  to  annual 
conference  delegates  throughout 
Mississippi  and  Alabama  and  are 
considering  reaching  out  farther  to 
persuade  congregations  to  join  their 
protest. 

Resolutions  being  proposed  for  the 
North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference 
meeting  June  1-4  would: 

(1)  Separate  the  askings  for  the 
conference  and  general  church  so 
congregations  can  cut  off  support  for 
general  agencies  without  hurting 
conference  programs. 

(2)  Stop  all  payments  from  the  annual 
conference  that  might  find  their  way  to 
the  National  Division  until  the  division 
completely  withdraws  from  the  Carthan 
case. 

Local  leaders  left  last  week’s  meeting 
pleased  to  hear  the  apologies.  But  they 
nearly  unanimously  were  convinced  that 
they  would  carry  their  protest  forward 
until  they  receive  further  indications  that 
a  more  thorough  investigation  will  be 
undertaken  by  the  National  Division  and 
that  division  staff  at  the  least  will  cease 
portraying  the  Carthan  convictions  as 
exemplary  of  whites’  efforts  to  drive 
blacks  from  office  across  the  South. 

“We’re  not  taking  the  position  that 
Eddie  Carthan  is  guilty,”  said  Don 
Barrett,  a  protesting  layman  in 
Lexington  UMC.  He  has  been  the 
attorney  for  Mr.  Carthan  in  two  arson 
trials.  In  one  Mr.  Carthan  was  acquitted 
of  criminal  arson  charges,  but  he  lost  in 
the  civil  trial  and  was  forced  to  pay 
insurance  money  back  to  the  insurance 
company.  r. 

Since  then,  Mr.  Carthan  has  been 
convicted  in  federal  court  on  the  charge 
of  defrauding  the  federal  government 
during  his  time  as  mayor  and  in  state 
court  for  assaulting  a  policeman.  He 
faces  several  years  in  prison  if  he  fails  to 
win  appeals. 

In  April,  a  grand  jury  indicted  him  on 
the  charge  of  hiring  gunmen  to  kill  a 
black  alderman  who  had  been  a  major 
political  opponent. 

Stirring  ‘racial  hatred’  claim 

“1  hope  Eddie  is  not  guilty  of  any  of 
these,”  said  Mr.  Barrett,  who  no  longer 
represents  Mr.  Carthan.  “We  United 
Methodists  are  upset  that  our 
denomination  is  stirring  up  people  in  this 


county  by  trying  to  make  this  a  racial 
frame-up.  We  feel  the  National  Division, 
through  literature  and  speeches,  is 
stirring  up  racial  hatred.  ” 

Public  officials  and  many  church 
leaders  in  Holmes  County  —  both  black 
and  white  —  emphasize  that  10  of  12 
members  of  the  jury  who  convicted  Mr 
Carthan  of  assault  were  black,  as  were  17 
of  the  19  members  of  the  grand  jury 
which  indicted  him  on  the  murder 
charge.  The  area’s  state  representative 
for  more  than  a  decade  is  a  black  man,  as 
are  most  of  the  law  enforcement  officers 
and  a  large  number  of  county  and  town 
elected  officials. 

Local  residents  —  black  and  white  — 
connected  to  the  organizations  being 
supported  by  the  National  Division 
contended  to  the  Reporter  that  the  heavy 
presence  of  blacks  in  elected  office  is 
deceiving.  Most  of  those  black  elected 
officials  have  a  “plantation  mentality” 
which  makes  them  subservient  to  whites 
who  pull  the  strings  behind  the  scenes, 
the  Reporter  was  told  by  persons 
supporting  the  "Free  Eddie  Carthan 
Campaign.” 

Division  stance  stated 

Dr.  Bideaux  told  the  Reporter  that 
despite  what  staff  members  may  have 
said  or  written  about  the  controversy,  the 
National  Division  has  taken  no  public 
stand  on  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mr. 
Carthan  or  whether  he  is  a  victim  of 
racial  injustice.  And  he  told  local  leaders 
that  some  staff  members  have  erred  in 
some  of  their  public  expressions.  The 
National  Division’s  stance  is  only  that 
there  may  be  human  rights  abuses 
involved,  he  said. 

Local  leaders  pressed  for  assurance 
that  the  National  Division  will  get  out  of 
the  controversy. 

Dr.  Bideaux  said  the  National  Division 
must  be  involved  —  by  mandate  of  the 
Gospel  —  if  there  is  an  indication  that 
help  is  needed  in  assuring  fair  trials. 

But  he  promised  that  he  would  go  back 
to  his  staff  members,  review  the  case 
and  give  local  leaders  —  before  the 
annual  conference  meeting  —  a  response 
on  how  his  staff  will  be  involved  in  the 
case  in  the  future.  Then  on  June  10,  Dr. 
Bideaux  said,  he  will  return  to 
Mississippi  to  negotiate  and  consult 
further. 

“I  firmly  believe  that  this  experience 
—  as  unfortunate  as  it  is  —  is  helping  the 
National  Division  and  those  local 
churches  to  become  stronger  and  more 
missional,”  he  said. 

He  said  the  dispute  has  underscored  a 
point  he  has  been  stressing  to  staff 
members  since  taking  office:  “The 
National  Division  exists  to  empower  the 
local  church  to  be  in  mission.  Obviously, 
we  have  not  done  that  in  Holmes 
County.” 


Jesus  called  us 
to  feed  His  sheep. 
Not  to  count  them. 


Genuine  new  wine''  is  not  found  in  head 
counts  or  in  the  "fast  food'  approach  to  faith 
..  or  in  words  that  don't  sound  or  taste  like  real 
life.  The  sharing  of  faith  is  a  life-giving  expe¬ 
rience  for  both  people  involved.  Now.  there's  a 
unique  film  series  designed  for  church  use  that 
explores  the  potential  of  living  and  sharing  your 
faith,  without  forcing  dry  formulas  on  other 
people  and  without  sounding  "religious.” 

If  you'd  like  to  help  open  your  congregation  to 
the  possibility  of  a  new  dimension  of  life  by 
sharing  their  faith  naturally,  and  with  complete 
personal  and  emotional  integrity  —without 
abusing  others— then  send  in  the  attached 
coupon  today  for  more  information . 

WORD.  INCORPORATED 

Producers  of  the  lames  Dobson  Focus  on  the  Family  film  series 


The  NEW  WINEZSS*. 
KEITH  MILLER 

Produced  by  MOW  Inc  •  Educational  Products  Division 


Mail  to  WORD.  INC  Educational  Products  Division 
PO  Box  1 790  Waco.  TX  76795 

□  Yes.  We  would  like  to  know  more. 

Please  send  us  complete  information  on  the  film 
series  by  Keith  Miller  called  New  Wine. 


■<l  Stile  Ztp 


Pastor  who  stayed 
penned  parting  hymn 


By  DONALD  W.  HAYNES 

As  United  Methodism  approaches 
its  annual  moving  day,  thousands  of 
churches  will  select  “Blest  Be  the  Tie 
That  Binds”  as  the  closing  hymn  for 
the  departing  pastor’s  last  worship 
service.  Traditionally,  this  beloved 
hymn  is  used  as  an  affirmation  upon 
our  leaving  each  others’  company. 
Actually,  a  British  Baptist  wrote  the 
hymn  upon  the  occasion  of  his 
deciding  not  to  leave  his  parish! 

In  1782  the  village  pastor  was 
leaving  Wainsgate,  a  Yorkshire 
village  in  northern  England.  The 
salary  for  the  Baptist  pastor  was  the 
equivalent  of  $200  a  year,  too  little  for 
his  growing  family  whom  he 
desperately  wanted  to  educate.  He 
had  been  called  to  a  much  larger 
church  in  London  to  succeed  the  noted 
expositor  Dr.  Gill.  Certainly,  the 
called  seemed  an  answer  to  prayer 
since  there  was  little  future  for  such  a 
talented  man  at  Wainsgate. 

As  the  men  of  the  church  were 
loading  the  wagons  with  the  minister’s 
furniture  and  books,  they  had  come  to 
the  last  load.  Men,  women,  and 
children  stood  around,  weeping  for 
the  loss  of  their  beloved  pastor  and 
friend.  Even  the  Anglicans  hated  to 
see  him  go! 

The  pastor  and  his  wife  could  not 
restrain  their  tears  as  precious 


memories  welled  up  with  the 
appearance  of  every  familiar  face.  At 
last  his  wife  said,  “John,  I  cannot 
bear  this!  I  know  not  how  to  go.”  The 
pastor  replied,  “Nor  I  either.  Nor  will 
we  go;  unload  the  wagons,  and  put 
everything  in  place  as  it  was.”  They 
unloaded  and  stayed  until  his  death  in 
1817  —  33  more  years ! 

John  Fawcett  was  a  convert  of 
George  Whitefield’s  powerful 
evangelical  preaching.  From  that 
beginning  his  faith  had  grown. 
Through  this  parish,  his  pastoral 
heart  had  been  nurtured.  That  night 
he  wrote  out  the  words  to  “Blest  Be 
the  Tie  That  Binds  Our  Hearts  in 
Christian  Love,”  as  a  tribute  to  the 
congregation’s  supportive  love.  This 
gentle  and  neighborly  hymn  has  since 
been  sung  by  Christians  around  the 
world.  It  expresses  so  well  the 
mutuality  of  our  love,  the  basis  of  our 
caring,  and  the  essence  of  life’s 
happiness  in  the  faith.  Like  Chaucer’s 
“poor  parson,"  Fawcett  never  moved 
from  die  obscurity  and  poverty  of  a 
small  borderlands  village.  Because  of 
the  hymn,  however,  Brown  University 
conferred  an  honorary  Doctor  of 
Divinity  degree  upon  him  in  1811. 

The  Rev.  Donald  W.  Haynes  will  be 
moving  to  a  new  parish  in  High  Point, 
N.C.  in  June  from  the  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


Soviet  crusade  hoped 


Larger  UM 
student  loans 
proposed 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Initial 
steps  toward  establishing  a  revised  and 
greatly  expanded  United  Methodist 
student  loan  fund  were  approved  May  14 
here  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

The  board’s  staff  will  proceed  to 
develop  the  plan,  based  on  the  model  of 
federal  student  loans  which  now  are 
being  phased  out,  and  bring  it  to  the 
annual  meeting  in  October  for  final 
action.  The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter  said 
it  would  be  the  first  extensive  revision  of 
the  church’s  student  loan  program  in  35 
years. 

Under  the  proposal,  United  Methodist 
students  attending  denominationally- 
related  colleges  and  universities  would 
be  eligible  for  loans  up  to  approximately 
$2,500  per  year.  The  present  student  loan 
program,  in  operation  since  1866,  has 
limits  of  $800  annually  for  under¬ 
graduates  and  $1,000  for  graduate 
students  in  United  Methodist-related 
schools. 

The  program  is  intended  to  help  deal 
with  what  is  described  as  the  crisis  in 
higher  education  stemming  from 
revisions  in  the  federal  student  loan 
program. 

Dr.  Trotter  said  the  board  would  like  to 
begin  the  program  on  a  trial  basis  for  the 
1983-84  academic  year  with  the 
expectation  that  it  would  become  a  key 
part  of  an  emphasis  on  higher  education 
during  the  1985-88  quadrennium,  subject 
to  action  of  the  1984  General  Conference. 


Evangelist’s  visit  stirs  ire 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

Evangelist  Billy  Graham’s  trip  to 
Moscow,  which  began  in  controversy 
over  whether  he  should  go,  ended  both  in 
criticism  and  in  praise  of  what  he  said 
there  and  in  speculation  whether  he  had 
prepared  the  way  for  a  return  preaching 
engagement. 

Mr.  Graham  preached  at  Baptist  and 
Russian  Orthodox  churches  in  the  Soviet 
capital  and  addressed  “The  World 
Conference  of  Religious  Workers  for 
Saving  the  Sacred  Gift  of  Life  from 
Nuclear  Catastrophe.”  The  conference, 
according  to  a  Christian  Science  Monitor 
correspondent  in  Moscow,  was  nominally 
organized  by  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  but  had  “the  explicit  backing  of 
the  Kremlin.” 

Patriarch  Pimen  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  designated  the  May  10- 
14  meeting  as  a  time  to  focus  on  world 
peace  and  specifically  the  potential  im¬ 
pact  of  the  nuclear  arms  race.  The  con¬ 
ference,  by  invitation  only,  attracted 
some  1,000  religious  leaders  from  more 
than  100  countries. 

Mr.  Graham  had  ignored  pleas  from 
within  both  this  country  and  the  Soviet 
Union  that  he  not  accept  the  invitation  to 
speak  to  the  conference.  Among  those 
pleas  reportedly  was  one  from  Vice 
President  George  Bush,  representing  the 
White  House.  The  concern  reportedly 
was  that  Mr.  Graham  would  be  used  for 
Soviet  propaganda  purposes. 

Preaching  on  peace 

In  his  speech  to  the  conference,  which 
he  said  he  had  prepared  several  days 
before  its  delivery,  Mr.  Graham 
portrayed  Christ  as  the  key  to  peace.  “I 
am  convinced  that  the  basic  issue  which 
faces  us  today  is  not  merely  political, 
social,  economic,  or  even  moral  or 
humanitarian  in  nature,”  Mr.  Graham 
said.  “The  deepest  problems  of  the 
human  race  are  spiritual  in  nature.  They 
are  rooted  in  man’s  refusal  to  seek  God’s 
way  for  his  life.  The  problem  is  the 
human  heart,  which  God  alone  can 
change.” 

Then  he  listed  some  specific  things 
religious  leaders  might  do  to  lessen  the 
risk  of  a  nuclear  holocaust.  They  should, 
he  said,  call  the  nations  and  leaders  of 
the  world  to  repentance,  to  renewed  com¬ 
mitment  to  peace  and  justice,  to  “declare 
a  moratorium  on  hostile  rhetoric,”  and  to 
cultivate  understanding  and  friendship 
with  each  other  as  individuals. 

Pointing  out  that  he  does  not  favor 
unilateral  disarmament,  Mr.  Graham 
called  for  “meaningful  negotiations 
leading  to  major  arms  reductions”  that 
would  lead  to  eventual  elimination  of  all 
nuclear  weapons. 

Urges  summit  meeting 

In  his  11-page  speech  which  was 
studded  with  biblical  references,  Mr. 
Graham  called  on  President  Leonid 
Brezhnev  and  President  Ronald  Reagan 
to  hold  a  summit  and  open  wide  ex¬ 
changes  between  their  two  nations.  Mr. 
Graham  said  his  summit  proposal  was  in¬ 
tended  to  encourage  a  meeting  where  the 
two  presidents  would  “simply  get  to  know 
one  another  as  human  beings.” 


Dr.  Preus,  in  a  strongly-worded 
warning,  said  the  conference  was  “in 
danger  of  becoming  a  political  forum 
heavily  tilted  against”  the  U.S.  and  other 
western  countries.  He  urged  the  1,000 
delegates  to  rise  above  “national, 
ideological  and  political  differences” 
in  an  effort  to  halt  the  arms  race. 

According  to  The  New  York  Times,  Dr. 
Preus  was  joined  in  his  appeal  by  the 
Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  general  secretary  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 

Others  among  the  American  religious 
delegation  of  some  25  included  the  Rev. 
Avery  Post,  president,  United  Church  of 
Christ,  and  William  P.  Thompson,  stated 
clerk,  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.A. 

Mr.  Graham  subsequently  was 
criticized  more  for  what  he  said  in 
Moscow  outside  the  conference  itself  than 
for  what  he  said  there. 

Referring  to  two  sermons  he  gave  on 
the  Sunday  (May  9)  before  the 
conference,  one  at  a  Baptist  church  and 
the  other  at  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Patriarchal  Cathedral,  Mr.  Graham 
said,  “It  would  seem  to  me  that  the 
churches  that  are  open,  of  which  there 
are  thousands,  seem  to  have  liberty  to 
have  worship  services.  ’ ’ 

Observers  register  ‘shock’ 

Religious  News  Service  in  New  York 
said  that  U.S.  observers  were  shocked  at 
what  seemed  to  be  Mr.  Graham’s 
willingness  to  praise  religious  conditions 
in  the  Soviet  Union  and  to  suggest  that 
things  are  not  as  bad  as  they  seem. 

“Reverend  Graham  may  have  made  a 
lot  of  friends  in  the  Politburo,  but  he 
certainly  lost  a  lot  of  friends  in  the  United 
States,”  asserted  Dr.  Edward  Lozansky, 
a  professor  at  United  Methodist-related 
American  University  in  Washington.  He 
spoke  at  a  Washington  gathering 
sponsored  by  Christian  Solidarity  Inter- 
national-USA,  an  organization  that 
works  to  support  persecuted  Christians 
around  the  world.  Dr.  Lozansky  said  his 


wife  and  daughter  are  still  in  Moscow  and 
seeking  permission  to  join  him  in  the  U.S. 

Mr.  Graham  had  said  on  his  arrival  in 
Moscow  that  he  had  come  to  do  three 
things:  preach  the  gospel,  address  the 
conference  and  learn  more  about  the  life 
of  Christians  in  Soviet  society. 

Apparently  one  part  of  that  latter  goal 
was  his  75-minute  visit  with  six  Siberian 
Christians  who  have  taken  refuge  in  a 
basement  room  of  the  U.S.  Embassy. 

On  the  Sunday  following  the  Moscow 
conference  on  the  ABC  program  “This 
Week  with  David  Brinkley,”  Mr.  Graham 
confronted  his  harshest  criticism  via 
satellite  TV. 

The  Rev.  Edmund  Robb,  a  United 
Methodist  and  chairman  of  the  Institute 
on  Religion  and  Democracy,  told  Mr. 
Graham,  “I  am  convirced  that  you  made 
a  serious  mistake  in  your  visits  to  the 
Soviet  Union,  and  if  some  of  the  things 
you  have  been  quoted  as  saying  are  true, 
they’ve  certainly  compromised  you  in 
the  evangelical  community.” 

Mr.  Graham,  responding  from  London, 
said,  “Well,  I’ll  tell  you  one  thing.  I 
pledge  that  I’ll  continue  to  preach  the 
gospel  whether  there  are  many  or  few.” 
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Lake  Bulk  RetirementResidence 

IN  THE  TEMPERATE  CLIMATE 
OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 
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•'COMPREHENSIVE  HEALTH  CARE 
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i960  Alice  Sr. 
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HODIST  HOMES 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


invites  you 
on  a  special 


Holy  Land 
and 

Cairo,  Egypt  Tour 

Aug.  4-13,  1982 
Oct.  19-28,  1982 
Feb.  15-24,  1983 


A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus.”  We  will  visit  the  Garden 
Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem.  During  the 
stay,  we  “cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Bethany, 
the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s  well,  Caesarea,  Cana  of 
Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the  reading  of  these  names  thrills  our 
hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is  a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience 
one  will  always  cherish. 


Although  Mr.  Graham  did  not  speak 
$bout  specific  U.S.  policies,  he  had  said 
earlier  he  was  concerned  about  the 
excessively  political  atmosphere  at  the 
conference,  whose  session  the  day  before 
he  spoke  was  marked  by  a  series  of 
strongly  anti-American  speeches. 

Mr.  Graham  was  not  the  only 
American  religious  leader  at  the  Moscow 
conference.  Although  he  spoke,  he  was 
there  as  an  observer,  not  a  participant. 

One  who  was  not  only  a  participant  but 
who  presided  over  one  session  was 
Presiding  Bishop  David  W.  Preus  of  the 

American  Lutheran  Church. 


This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  and  NO 
EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled  air.  We 
like  this  much  better  than  a  “charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner,  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land  worship 
service. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 
Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 


For  complete  details,  please  write: 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street.  Houston,  Texas  77002 
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lers,  deacons  to  receive  orders 
at  ‘Service  of  Sending  Forth’ 


Seven  probationary  members  will 
receive  elders  orders  and  seven 
ministerial  students  will  receive  deacons 
orders  at  Annual  Conference  in  June  at 
Shreveport. 

The  candidates  will  receive  the  orders 
at  the  Service  of  Sending  Forth  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport 
Wednesday,  June  9. 

Candidates  for  full  membership  and 
elder’s  orders  are  presently  deacons  with 
probationary  membership  appointments 
in  the  conference.  — 

Included  in  the  candidates  for  elder  are 
Steven  Doyle  Bearden,  Kibbie  Elizabeth 
Behling,  Richard  Lowell  Behling, 
Manoah  Jack  O’Dell,  Helen  Goff 
Ploegsma,  Charles  Gerald  Richardson 
and  James  Autry  Richardson  Jr. 

Steven  Bearden  is  presently  serving 
Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley  in  the 
Ruston  District.  He  was  given  deacon’s 
orders  in  1979  with  a  Master  of  Theology 
degree  from  Perkins.  He  is  married, 
Debra,  with  one  child,  Bridgette.  He  is 
originally  from  Hodge  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Kibbie  Behling  is  presently  serving 
Indian  Bayou-Kaplan  in  the  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  District.  With  degrees 
from  Scarritt  and  Chandler,  Behling  also 
attended  Baylor  and  Emory  universities. 
She  received  her  deacon’s  orders  in  1980. 
Her  home  church  is  Asbury  in  Lafayette. 

Richard  Behling  holds  degrees  from 
Scarritt  and  Emory,  with  a  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  from  Emory.  He  is 
presently  serving  as  the  chaplain  at 
Lafayette  General  Hospital,  with 
deacon’s  orders  issued  in  1977.  His  home 
church  is  Asbury  in  Lafayette. 

Jack  O’Dell  is  serving  as  the  associate 
at  the  University  United  Methodist 
Church  of  McNeese  State  University  in 
Lake  Charles,  in  the  Lake  Charles 
District.  He  holds  degrees  from 
Centenary  College  and  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  a  master  of  theology  degree 
from  the  latter.  He  received  his  deacon’s 
orders  in  1979.  He  and  his  wife,  Karen, 
have  one  child,  Rachel.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Minden  is  his  home 
church. 

Helen  Ploegsma  is  presently  the 
associate  minister  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Slidell.  Her  home 
church  is  University  in  Lake  Charles. 
She  holds  degrees  from  McNeese  and  a 
master’s  degree  in  theology  from 
Perkins.  She  was  ordained  a  deacon  in 
1978. 


Charles  Richardson  is  presently 
serving  Caddo  Heights-Keithsville  in  the 
Shreveport  District.  He  received  elder’s 
orders  in  1978,  with  probationary  status 
from  the  Southern  Baptist  Conference. 
He  is  a  doctoral  candidate  at  the  Austin 
School  of  Theology,  with  degrees  from 
Perkins  and  Louisiana  College.  His  home 
church  is  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lake  Charles.  He  and  his  wife, 


Carolyn,  have  two  children:  Charles  and 
Jon. 

James  Richardson  is  presently  serving 
as  the  associate  minister  at  Broadmoor 
in  Shreveport.  He  is  from  First  Church  of 
Lake  Charles.  He  holds  degrees  from 
McNeese  and  Perkins  and  is  a  doctoral 
candidate  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas.  He  received 
deacon’s  orders  in  1974.  He  is  married  to 
the  former  Linn  Caraway. 

Candidates  for  probationary 
membership  and  deacon’s  orders  include 
Deborah  Drash-Carroll,  Gary  Lee 
Elliott,  James  William  Mitchell,  John 
Sadler,  Mary  Eva  Cassondra  Sloan, 
Barabar  Lee  Smith-Duke  and  Boyce 
Ramon  Warren. 

Deborah  Carroll  is  presently  a 
graduate  of  Candler  School  of  Theology 
with  a  master  of  divinity  degree.  She  also 
holds  a  degree  from  the  University  of 
South  Florida.  Her  home  church  is 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe.  She  is  married  to  Curtis  Carroll 
Jr. 

Gary  Elliott  is  from  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  PinevUle,  of  the 
Alexandria  District.  He  is  presently  a 
student  at  the  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  Orleans.  He  holds  a 
degree  from  Centenary  College.  He  and 
his  wife,  Anne,  have  two  children:  Jason 
and  Megan. 

James  Mitchell  is  from  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City 
or  the  Shreveport  District.  He  is 
presently  attending  Illiff  and  holds  a 
degree  from  Northwestern  State 
University  in  Natchitoches,  La. 

John  Sadler  holds  a  master’s  degree  in 
divinity  from  Gammon,  with  a 
bachelor’s  degree  from  Clark  College. 
He  is  from  the  Mt.  Olive  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bastrop  of  the 
Monroe  District.  Doris  and  John  have 
four  children:  John  Jr.,  Tina,  Marcus 
and  Michie. 

Mary  Sloan  is  from  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  of  the 
New  Orleans/Slidell  District.  She  is 
presently  attending  the  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  with  an  undergraduate  degree 
from  the  University  of  Missouri. 

Barbara  Duke  is  from  the  Ridland 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Grand 
Junction,  Colo.  She  is  being  recom¬ 
mended  from  the  Grand  Mesa  Sub- 
District  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference  and  the  Monroe  District.  She 
holds  a  degree  from  Colorado  State 
University  and  a  Master’s  degree  from 
Iliff.  She  is  married  to  Jeff  Duke. 

Boyce  Warren  holds  a  degree  from 
Louisiana  College  and  from  Midwestern 
Baptist  Seminary.  His  orders  are  being 
accepted  from  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  the  Monroe  District.  His 
home  church  is  the  Grayson-Kelly 
charge.  He  and  his  wife,  Sue,  have  two 
children:  Karen  and  Kenneth. 
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Townsend  receives  special  award 
from  Northwestern  honor  fraternity 


The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend 


NATCHITOCHES  -  The  Rev.  Robert 
E.  Townsend,  director  and  campus 
minister  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Northwestern  State  University,  has  been 


presented  the  prestigious  Dean  Fulton 
Award  by  NSU’s  Chapter  of  Blue  Key 
National  Honor  Fraternity. 

Townsend  is  only  the  sixth  person  to 
receive  the  award  since  it  was 
established  in  1970  to  honor  individuals  at 
Northwestern  or  in  the  Natchitoches 
community  who  make  meaningful 
contributions  to  NSU  in  the  high 
traditions  of  selflessness  and  service 
demonstrated  by  Dudley  Fulton. 

Before  his  retirement,  Fulton  served 
for  many  years  as  dean  of  students  at 
Northwestern  and  initiated  the  idea  for 
the  university’s  chapter  of  Blue  Key 
National  Honor  Fraternity. 

Townsend,  who  holds  the  master’s 
degree  in  divinity  from  the  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
has  been  director  and  United  Methodist 
campus  minister  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Northwestern  since  1977. 
He  held  the  same  positions  at  McNeese 
State  University  in  Lake  Charles  for  six 
years  before  moving  to  Northwestern. 

He  was  instrumental  in  forming  the 
Uniting  Ministries  in  Higher  Education 
at  NSU,  which  is  a  coalition  of  six  local 


churches  and  student  religious  centers. 
Established  in  1978  to  coordinate  efforts 
for  faculty  and  student  on-campus 
ministry,  the  organization  also  sponsors 
a  Theologian-in-Residence  program 
during  Religious  Emphasis  Week  each 
spring. 

Uniting  Ministries  of  which  Townsend 
is  the  current  president,  conducts  a 
series  of  Faculty  Forums  to  allow 
campus  ministry  staff  members  and 
Northwestern  faculty  and  administra¬ 
tors  an  opportunity  to  share  common 
concerns. 
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World’s  Fair  features  church’s 


A  major  project  of  the  organization  is 
the  Child  Care  Center  at  Northwestern. 
The  center  was  established  to  provide 
married  students  a  facility  on  campus  to 
care  for  their  Children  while  they  pursue 
studies  at  NSU.  Townsend  is  actively 
involved  in  the  center. 

Townsend  earned  a  bachelor’s  degree 
in  history  from  Northwestern  in  1968,  and 
pursued  graduate  studies  at  North¬ 
western  and  McNeese.  The  recipient 
of  this  year’s  Fulton  Award  is  a  1964 
graduate  of  Robert  E.  Lee  High  School 
in  Baton  Rouge. 
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Around  the  Conference 


St.  Matthew’s  building 
consecrated 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  delivered  the  consecration 
sermon  for  the  new  sanctuary  at  St.  Matthew’s  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  in  Metairie. 

The  building  was  completed  at  the  end  of  1981  in  excess  of 
$600,000. 

A  revival  was  held  in  April  which  Dr.  Fred  R.  Edgar  con¬ 
ducted. 

The  Rev.  Bob  Lawton  is  the  pastor  at  St.  Matthews. 


Nancy  Harbuck 
honored  at  Gretna 


Ninety-four  women  attended  a  special  luncheon  to  honor 
Nancy  Harbuck,  wife  of  retiring  minister,  the  Rev.  George  W. 
Harbuck. 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Gretna  United  MEtho- 
dist  Church  present  Mrs.  Harbuck  with  a  $100  Special  Mission 
Recognition  pic  and  certificate. 

The  entire  group  presented  her  with  a  microwave  oven  and 
cooking  utensils. 

The  Gretna  church  has  been  served  by  the  Harbucks  since 
1971.  They  are  retiring  at  Annual  Conference  in  June. 

St.  Stephen’s  groups 
active  in  Spring 

St.  Stephen's  United  Methodist  Church  has  two  very  active  groups  to  be  proud 
°f.jhe  United  Methodist  Women  and  the  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship. 

The  UMW  held  a  special  Spring  Celebration  in  April.  Lisa  Smith,  13,  pre¬ 
sented  a  program  on  Dolls  Around  the  World  with  over  30  dolls  from  her 
personal,  international  collection. 

Edna  Ruth  Smith,  Lisa’s  mother,  spoke  on  some  of  the  countries  the  families 
have  lived  in,  showing  fabrics  from  the  countries. 

The  youth  have  been  raising  money  to  attend  the  World’s  Fair  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  Group  Sponsors  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Carson  also  took  the  group  on  a  hiking 
tripin  April. 

The  Rev.  Roy  E.  Mouser  is  pastor  of  the  Bossier  City  Church. 
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Investigative  ruling  helpful  in  clarifying 
church  law,  theology,  relational  patterns 


.  The  recent  hearing  of  accusations 
against  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr. 
lor  his  actions  and  statements  relative  to 
homosexuality  represented  a  rare 
occurence  among  United  Methodists, 
and  it  was  a  painful  experience  for  all 
who  were  involved.  At  the  same  time, 
this  procedure  illustrates  how  even  a 
traumatic  circumstance  can  be  used  to 
achieve  redemptive  purposes  (see  UMR, 
May  28). 

The  hearing  itself  revealed,  perhaps 
more  clearly  than  any  previous  event  to 
date,  that  it  is  possible  for  United 
Methodists  with  strong  differing 
convictions  about  homosexuality  to 
engage  in  serious  discussion  with  one 
another. 

The  decision  eventually  rendered  by 
the  Committee  on  Investigation  — 
insufficient  evidence  in  support  of  the 
accusations  to  warrant  a  church  trial  — 
was  helpful  in  clarifying  the  status  of 
current  church  law  regarding 
homosexuality.  That  clarification  may 
be  surpassed  in  significance  for  the 


church,  however,  by  the  statement  of 
perspective  which  was  issued  by  the 
committee  regarding  our  church’s  ap¬ 
proach  to  “doing  theology.” 

We  consider  this  statement  eloquently 
on-target  in  asserting  that  the  issues  at 
hand  “are  of  more  than  a  legal 
character.  They  touch  upon  our  self¬ 
understanding  as  a  church.  The  issues 
are  ultimately  theological  in  character. 
They  force  us  to  confront  the  question  as 
to  how  we  propose  to  deal  with  issues 
which  are  highly  sensitive,  complex  and 
potentially  divisive.”  This  statement  is 
published  in  full  elsewhere  on  this  page 
because  of  its  instructive  potential. 

It  will  be  all  the  more  important  that 
this  perspective  be  recalled  as  the  1984 
General  Conference  approaches.  Two 
facts  noted  by  the  c.ommittee  —  that  this 
issue  “will  not  be  settled  by  a  single  vote 
or  the  resolution  of  a  single  case,”  and 
that  “major  clarification  of  legislative 
issues  continues  to  rest  with  the  General 
Conference”  —  make  it  almost  inevitable 


Further  clarification  needed 


While  some  issues  in  the  church’s 
ongoing  debate  regarding  homosexuality 
were  significantly  clarified  by  the  recent 
investigative  hearing  in  Los  Angeles,  at 
least  two  issues  were  left  in  need  of 
further  clarification  if  future  discussions 
are  to  be  constructive  and 
misunderstanding  is  to  be  minimized. 

First,  there  needs  to  be  a  commonly- 
accepted  agreement  reached  on  the 
terms  and  concepts  which  are  to  be  used 
when  homosexuality  is  discussed.  A 
distinction  between  “sexual  orientation” 
and  “sexual  practice”  is  made  by  many 
persons,  including  both  the  accused  and 
some  of  the  accusers  at  the  hearing  in 
Los  Angeles.  The  United  Methodist 
Social  Principles  position  refers  only  to 
the  practice  of  homosexuality. 

The  type  of  intelligent  continuing 
dialogue  being  called  for  in  the 
committee’s  statement  which  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  page,  will  be  possible 
only  if  participants  are  consistent  in  their 
use  of  terms.  So  long  as  the  term  “sexual 
orientation”  is  used  at  times  to  refer  to  a 
“bent”  or  “tendency,”  while  at  other 
times  the  same  term  is  used  also  to 
describe  a  lifestyle,  confusion  and 
suspicion  will  inevitably  and  continually 
result. 

Second,  there  is  a  need  for  further 
clarification  and  guidance  as  to  how  we 
are  to  derive  norms  for  Christian  faith 
and  practice  from  the  interaction  of 
Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and 
experience.  In  light  of  the  confusion  and 
consternation  being  expressed  in  many 
quarters  of  the  church,  it  is  particularly 
important  to  clarify  what  is  and  is  not 


meant  by  the  declaration  that  “Scripture 
is  the  primary  source  and  guideline  for 
doctrine." 

Also  in  need  of  clarification  are  the 
circumstances  under  which  the 
affirmation  of  Scripture  may  be 
overruled  by  insights  derived  from 
reason,  experience  and/or  tradition  — 
and  how  one  knows  if  God  is  or  is  not  the 
source  of  such  insights. 

Finally,  we  need  to  clarify  how  a  lay 
person  without  an  advanced  theological 
degree,  who  has  always  found  profound 
meaning  in  simply  reading  the  Bible  and 
accepting  its  teachings  at  face  value,  can 
meaningfully  understand  and  make  use 
of  United  Methodism’s  process  of  “doing 
theology.” 

A  churchwide  study  of  the  United 
Methodist  Theological  Principles  ( pages 
40-85  of  the  1980  Book  of  Discipline)  is 
certainly  a  worthwhile  point  to  begin  a 
search  for  such  clarifying  insights  — 
with  pages  78-85  being  particularly 
helpful. 

Beyond  this,  however,  we  need  to  hear 
and  read  reflections  on  the  questions 
posed  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  from 
fellow  United  Methodist  Christians;  and 
especially  from  those  with  special 
expertise  in  Wesleyan  theology.  Until 
such  interpretive  helps  are  forthcoming, 
the  suspicion  is  likely  to  remain  strong 
among  many  persons  that  United 
Methodism’s  theological  method  allows 
the  teachings  of  Scripture  to  be  dealt 
with  as  anything  but  “primary,"  and 
that  our  understanding  of  revealed  truth 
is  far  too  relative. 


Graduation  ‘passage’  and  the  church 


One  function  of  organized  religion  is  to 
celebrate  significant  “passages”  in 
human  life.  The  church’s  involvement  in 
“passage"  points  both  calls  attention  to 
the  uniqueness  of  human  beings  among 
God’s  creations,  and  it  signifies  God’s 
sanction,  as  well  as  society’s,  of  our 
passing  from  one  phase  of  life  to  another. 

•  At  this  time  of  year  most  local 
churches  find  some  formal  way  to 
•acknowledge  the  passage  of  their  youth 
members  from  high  school  into  college, 
'or  from  high  school  or  college  into  a 
career  and  other  adult  activities.  Some 
churches  will  do  it  haphazardly;  others 
will  do  it  creatively. 

One  example  of  a  church  dealing 
.creatively  with  this  life-changing 
passage  occurred  recently  at  the  First 
UMC  in  Athens,  Texas.  The  pastor,  the 
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at  another  fateful  series  of  debates  and 
votes  will  take  place  between  now  and 
the  end  of  the  1984  General  Conference. 

Highly  restrictive  legislation  relating 
to  homosexuality  and  the  ordained 
ministry  no  doubt  will  be  proposed  and 
prompted  by  some  persons  and  groups 
within  the  church.  As  the  investigating 
committee’s  statement  suggests,  such 
proposals  will  also  raise  anew  the  more 
basic  issue  of  what  kind  of  church  we  are 
and  intend  to  be:  one  with  a  narrow  code 
of  doctrines  and  ethical  norms  which  can 
be  rigidly  enforced,  or  one  which 
encompasses  an  exceptionally  broad 
range  of  doctrinal  and  ethical  views. 

The  arguments  on  both  sides  are 
predictable  in  advance,  and  each  is 
persuasive.  Those  arguing  for  restrictive 
legislation  will  point  out  instances  in 
which  the  spirit  and  intention  of  previous 
legislation  have  been  ignored.  They  will  , 
say  that  we  are  in  danger  of  becoming  so 
broad  and  tolerant  in  what  we  permit 
that  we  have  ceased  to  have  identifiably 
Christian  theological  and  ethical 
norms.  Those  arguing  against  restrictive 
legislation  will  point  to  our  church’s 
traditional  emphasis  on  freedom  of 
conscience,  and  the  observance  of 
general  rules  rather  than  an  insistence 
on  rigid  conformity  to  a  long  list  of 
specific  rules.  They  will  say  that  the 
imposition  of  such  legalism  would  pose  a 
far  greater  threat  to  the  Wesleyan 
tradition  than  would  occasional 
instances  of  the  church’s  broad¬ 
mindedness  being  abused. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  of  course,  that  we  may 
find  ways  to  insure  that  United 
Methodism  will  continue  to  stand  for 
deep  Christian  convictions  combined 
with  a  profound  respect  for  the  convic¬ 
tions  of  others.  We,  as  a  church,  can  best 
avoid  the  threat  of  institutional  convul¬ 
sions  while  continuing  dialogue  takes 
place  if  all  involved  will  endeavor  to  en¬ 
gage  in  the  kind  of  prayerful  search  for 
“the  mind  of  Christ”  which  the  inves¬ 
tigating  committee  has  called  for:  com¬ 
mitted  to  love  one  another  and  to  remain 
in  relationship  as  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ  no  matter  how  strongly  we  may 
disagree  in  the  process. 


Here  I  Stand 

The  witness  of  Christ’s  love  helped 
by  meeting  basic  physical  needs 


By  CHARLES  W.  POSTEL 

After  traveling  several  times  to  Latin 
America  visiting  with  agricultural 
missionaries  and  observing  the  work  of 
Heifer  Project  International  in 
underdeveloped  rural  areas,  I  began  to 
realize  that  everyone  with  whom  I 
shared  my  slides  did  not  have  the  same 
enthusiasm  for  the  projects  that  I  did. 
Since  that  time  I  have  been  trying  to 
reconcile  my  thoughts  with  those  of  other 
dedicated  Christians  who,  I  feel,  do  not 
give  top  priority  to  meeting  the  basic 
needs  —  both  physical  and  spiritual  —  of 
our  fellow  human  beings. 

Perhaps  at  this  point  I  should  define 
what  I  consider  basic  physical  needs.  I 
feel  that  the  basic  physical  needs  for 
human  existence  are  food,  clothing, 
shelter,  and  sufficient  medical  care  to 
control  disease  and  to  protect  against 
common  ailments.  As  Christians  we 
must  have  a  top  priority  on  introducing 
others  to  our  Savior,  but  when  attempts  are 
not  made  to  meet  the  basic  physical  needs, 
it  is  very  difficult  to  win  friends  for  Christ. 

To  those  of  us  who  have  seen  real 
hunger  and  the  problems  surrounding  it, 
and  have  met  people  who  have  not  had 
the  chance  to  hear  the  gospel,  it  is  only 
natural  that  some  of  the  other  programs 
of  the  church  don’t  seem  as  important. 
One  factor,  I  think,  is  that  of  proximity. 
It  is  a  lot  easier  for  us  to  relate  to  those 
things  who  are  closer  rather  than  to  those 
that  are  thousands  of  miles  away  with  no 
direct  representation.  Is  it  also  possible 
that  our  affluent  society  has  trouble 
relating  to  some  of  the  basic  needs  for 
human  existence? 


The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
wealth  of  good  programs  —  programs 
that  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  help; 
however,  as  individuals,  congregations, 
conferences  and  as  a  total  church,  we 
need  to  feel  certain  priorities  in  our 
giving.  We  all  know  of  people  who  give 
large  sums  for  stained  glass  windows, 
often  with  their  names  on  them,  as  well 
as  those  who  give  generously  to 
retirement  homes  for  middle  income 
people.  There  is  nothing  wrong  with 
giving  to  the  projects.  What  is  difficult 
for  me  to  understand  is  how  Christians 
can  give  to  this  type  of  work  while  almost 
ignoring  programs  designed  to  meet  the 
basic  physical  and  spiritual  needs  of  our 
fellow  human  beings.  If  you  can  compare 
the  building  of  God’s  kingdom  to  that  of  a 
house,  you  don’t  worry  about  a 
microwave  and  a  television  until  you 
have  the  foundation  and  the  four  walls. 

In  order  for  most  people  to  be  really 
enthusiastic  towards  a  program  or 
project,  they  have  to  have  some  kind  of  a 
personal  relationship  with  it.  This  is  one 
of  the  problems  with  Church  World 
Service.  We  know  that  we  are  giving  to  a 
good  cause,  but  we  don’t  know  precisely 
where  our  dollar  is  going  and  our  giving 
becomes  rather  impersonal.  Most  United 
Methodists  are  more  genereous  when 
they  know  exactly  where  their  money  is 
going.  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  is 
verified  by  the  success  of  our  Advance 
Program  and  the  special  appeals  of 
UMCOR.  Hence,  we  need  to  do 
everything  possible  to  make  the  church’s 
outreach  needs  come  alive  to  people  in 
our  churches. 


In  summary,  I  feel  that  the  programs 
meeting  the  basic  needs  of  humankind 
tend  to  become  lost  in  the  shuffle  with  all 
the  other  programs.  Further,  people  tend 
to  respond  most  generously  to  those  pro¬ 
grams  and  projects  to  which  they  relate 
most  easily,  and  not  necessarily  giving  top 
priority  to  basic  Christian  concerns. 

Some  annual  conferences  have  a 
special  day  set  aside  for  the  gathering  in 
one  location  of  food,  clothing,  supplies, 
and  even  animals  to  be  dedicated  and 
sent  to  the  needy  in  different  areas. 
Perhaps  it  would  help  for  all  parts  of  the 
church  to  do  this.  But  what  is  needed  the 
most  is  for  us  as  individuals  to  think 
through  the  matter  of  priorities 
prayerfully  and  carefully,  and  give  more 
generously  of  our  time  and  money  to 
those  programs  to  which  we  feel  called. 
Likewise,  our  conferences  and  local 
churches  need  to  rethink  their  priorities. 
In  an  increasingly  complex  world  with 
seemingly  more  and  more  good  programs 
and  projects,  it  becomes  difficult  for  the 
church  to  support  every  conceivable  one 
without  neglecting  those  that  are  at  the 
very  roots  of  our  Christian  faith. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  Charles  W.  Postel,  is  a 
member  of  Rockbridge  UMC  in 
Rockbridge,  Illinois. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Bishops’  pastoral  letter  backs  wrong  bill 


To  The  Editor: 

It  was  utterly  amazing  to  learn  that  the 
Council  of  Bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  endorsed  a 
resolution  on  Nuclear  Freeze  and  Arms 
Reduction  (see  UMR,  May  7)  sponsored 
by  a  number  of  liberal  members  in  both 
houses  of  Congress,  including  Sen. 


Rev.  W.E.  Dugger  Jr.,  led  his 
congregation  in  an  antiphonal  reading 
which  noted  that  graduation  not  only 
marks  a  passage  in  the  lives  of  students, 
but  in  the  lives  of  parents  and  the  life  of 
the  church  as  well.  The  reading  reminded 
the  graduates  that  they  are  now  charged 
with  assuming  responsibilites  as  adults, 
as  citizens  and  as  committed  Christians. 

It  gave  the  parents  an  opportunity  to 
speak  openly  and  honestly  to  their 
children  about  their  roles  as  parents: 
“We  ask  neither  thanks  for  what  we  as 
parents  have  done  well  nor  for 
forgiveness  for  what  we  have  done  poorly 
.  .  .  We  request  instead  your  help  in  the 
transitions  to  a  new  relationship  for 
which  we  are  emotionally  unprepared.” 

The  congregation  also  was  provided 
with  confessional,  though  not  guilt- 
ridden  words:  “The  faith  we  have 
offered  you  was  described  in  lofty  words 
but  often  demonstrated  by  us  in  faulty 
ways.”  The  congregation  then  invited  the 
students  “to  search  with  us  for  ways  to 
make  our  lives  more  relevant  to  the  ideal 
we  have  described." 

In  this  sharing  of  adult  anxieties  and 
confessions,  it  was  intended  that  the 
newly  emerging  adults  would  be  helped 
to  understand  that  their  parents  are  also 
experiencing  a  passage.  It  was  also 
intended  to  convey  that  church-going  is 
not  just  a  game  people  play  but  an 
important  part  of  a  life-long  pilgrimage 
in  which  we,  as  people  of  faith,  grapple 
with  what  it  means  to  be  mature  human 
beings  and  mature  Christians. 

We  commend  this  and  other  similarly 
serious  efforts  by  local  congregations 
across  United  Methodism  to  mark  the 
graduation  “passage”  in  the  lives  of 
their  youth  members,  and  to  help  them 
recognize  its  full  significance.  We  in  the 
church  need  to  take  every  opportunity  to 
illustrate  the  ongoing  relevance  of  the 
Christian  faith  to  the  lives  of  persons  at 
all  stages. 

It  is  particularly  important  that  young 
people  be  helped  to  understand  this  in 
light  of  the  manifold  temptations  they 
face  to  drop  out  of  active  church 
involvement.  It  is  our  obligation  to  do  all 
in  our  power  to  help  them  avoid  finding 
themselves  in  the  predicament  described 
by  one  of  the  characters  in  the  current 
Broadway  play  “Is  There  Life  After  High 
School”  who  says:  “I  didn’t  grow  up;  I 
just  grew  older,”  or  another  who  says: 
“Nowadays  young  people  think  the 
straight  and  narrow  is  a  style  of  jeans 
instead  of  the  style  of  Jesus.  ” 

Contrary  to  the  prevalent  outlook  of 
our  day,  life’s  most  authentic  and  eternal 
meaning  is  to  be  found  in  following  Jesus 
and  the  style  of  life  He  exemplified.  We 
would  urge  congregations  which  have  not 
planned  a  special  way  of  observing  the 
passage  being  experienced  by  their 
graduates  to  rethink  their  plans. 


Reflective  statement  from  investigative  report 


The  following  statement 
accompanied  the  recent  decisions  by 
the  Western  Jurisdiction  Committee 
on  Investigation  relative  to  charges 
brought  against  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  (see  UMR.  May  28  and 
editorials  elsewhere  on  this  page).  The 
statement  is  reprinted  here  because 
of  its  instructive  value  to  us  as 
Christians  when  we  are  faced  with 
discussing  controversial  issues  such 
as  homosexuality. 

The  task  assigned  to  the  Committee 
of  Investigations  is  of  a  Judicial 
character.  We  have  been  called  on  to 
make  decisions  within  the  church’s 
legal  framework.  We  have  labored  to 
discharge  our  responsibilities  to  the 
best  of  our  abilities  utilizing  the 
church’s  legal  guidelines. 

However,  we  are  aware  that  the 
issues  are  of  more  than  a  legal 
character.  They  touch  upon  our  self¬ 
understanding  as  a  church.  The  issues 
are  ultimately  theological  in 
character.  They  force  us  to  confront 
the  question  as  to  how  we  propose  to 
deal  with  issues  which  are  highly 
sensitive,  complex  and  potentially 
divisive. 

The  issues  are  equally  relational 
and  force  us  to  confront  our  Lord’s 
command,  “love  one  another.”  How 
do  we  love  one  another  when  we  are  a 
truly  pluralistic  church:  old,  young; 
sinner,  saint;  black,  yellow,  white, 
red  and  brown;  conservative,  liberal; 
female,  male;  and  lay  and  clergy?  We 
are  called  by  Christ  to  share  each 
other’s  sorrows  and  joys  as  we  move 
through  times  and  issues  often 
divisive. 

The  question  of  how  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  other  Christian 
groups  propose  to  deal  with  the  reality 
of  homosexuality  will  continue  to  be 
debated.  The  issue  will  not  be  settled 
by  a  single  vote  or  the  resolution  of  a 


single  case.  The  ensuing  debate  can 
be  destructive  and  divisive.  We  hope 
that  it  can  be  constructive  and  recon¬ 
ciling,  issuing  in  a  deepened  sense  of 
who  we  are  and  what  we  represent.  In 
his  sermon  “Catholic  Spirit”  John 
Wesley  asked,  “Though  we  cannot 
think  alike,  may  we  not  love  alike? 
May  we  not  be  of  one  heart  though  we 
are  not  of  one  opinion?”  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  ongoing  discussions  will 
manifest  the  spirit  of  which  John 
Wesley  spoke. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  church  will 
seek  a  deepened  understanding  of 
what  it  means  to  employ  the 
guidelines  of  scripture,  tradition, 
experience  and  reason  —  in 
interaction  —  in  the  determination 
and  maintenance  of  Christian  norms, 
drawing  on  the  interpretation  of  the 
guidelines  set  forth  in  the  1980  “Book 
of  Discipline,”  pages  78-81. 

Major  clarification  of  legislative 
issues  continues  to  rest  with  the 
General  Conference.  Annual 
conference  Boards  of  Ministry  and 
Bishops  must  play  major  roles  in 
implementing  guidelines  established 
by  the  General  Conference.  At  the 
same  time  there  is  need  for 
continuing  probing  and  discussion  of 
the  issues  throughout  the  church,  in 
the  light  of  emerging  data  and  the 
established  guidelines.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  a  long  history 
of  conferring  in  seeking  the  mind  of 
Christ  in  matters  of  faith  and 
practice. 

At  this  point  in  history  it  is  of 
critical  importance  that  there  be 
continuing  study,  reflection,  and 
debate  on  the  fact  of  homosexuality 
and  the  church’s  response  to  it  in  the 
light  of  scripture,  tradition, 
experience  and  reason. 

Western  Jurisdiction 
Committee  on  Investigation 
May  21, 1982 


Edward  Kennedy,  D-Mass.,  Sen.  Mark 
Hatfield,  R-Ore.,  and  Rep.  Edward 
Markey,  D-Mass. 

If  the  Council  of  Bishops  felt  compelled 
to  express  an  opinion  on  this  vital  issue, 
why  did  it  not  endorse  the  Jackson- 
Wamer  resolution  sponsored  by  Sen. 
Henry  Jackson,  D-Wash.  and  Sen.  John 
Warner,  R-Va.?  This  resolution  would 
delay  a  freeze  until  the  United  States 
either  has  remedied  our  inferiority  in 
nuclear  weapons  or  reached  a 
substantial  arms  reduction  agreement 
with  Russia. 

To  halt  the  manufacture  of  nuclear 
weapons  at  the  present  level  would 
insure  that  the  Soviet  Union  will  continue 
to  maintain  nuclear  superiority.  This 
would  force  our  government  to  negotiate 
from  a  weakened  position,  an  impossible 
situation  when  dealing  with  the  USSR. 

I  agree  with  that  portion  of  the 
Bishops’  “Pastoral  Letter”  calling  upon 
every  Methodist  to  pray  for  and  work  for 
peace  —  with  justice  and  freedom.  But,  I 
think  this  is  a  propitious  time  for  United 
Methodists,  including  our  bishops,  to 
leave  the  handling  of  national  defense 
and  foreign  affairs  to  President  Reagan, 
who  was  elected  for  that  purpose. 

Roy  A.  Langston 
Dallas,  Texas 

Humans  do  not  hold 
key  to  our  survival 

To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
pastoral  letter  to  United  Methodists 
advocating  a  nuclear  weapon  freeze  (see 
UMR,  May  7),  and  which  contained  the 
statement  “We  are  on  the  verge  of 
blowing  ourselves  up,”  I  make  this 
observation: 

The  all-mighty  all-knowing,  omnipo¬ 
tent  God  will  not  permit  humankind  to 
destroy  themselves.  If  we  are  to  be 
destroyed  —  by  nuclear  holocaust  or 
otherwise  —  it  will  be  God’s  will. 

I  realize  many  people  will  regard  this 
as  a  simplistic,  Calvinist  viewpoint,  but  it 
affords  me  peace  of  mind  in  these 
modern  days. 

Humans  do  not  hold  the  key  to  our 


survival.  Only  the  good  Lord  has  that 
power.  As  we  say  when  we  pray  the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  as  taught  us  by  Jesus 
Christ  the  Saviour:  “Thy  will  be  done  on 
earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven.” 

Humans  may  propose,  but  only  God 

diSp0SeS'  Tom  Brackett 

Oak  Grove,  Louisa na 

Support  for  Bishop  Wheatley 

To  the  Editor: 

A  number  of  eloquent  and  thought  pro¬ 
voking  statements  have  been  made  in 
support  of  Bishop  Wheatley  in  his  refusal 
to  prejudge  all  gay  persons  as  ineligible 
for  ministry  within  our  church. 

We  don’t  feel  we  can  add  to  them  or  im¬ 
prove  on  them.  We  just  want  to  say  we 
thank  God  for  the  courage,  insight,  sound¬ 
ness,  and  caring  he  personifies.  His  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  church  is  indeed  a  blessing. 

Jean  and  Steve  Aker 
San  Mateo,  California 

Thanks  to  Reporter 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  printing  my  earlier 
letter  requesting  assistance  in  locating 
financial  aid  to  complete  medical  school 
and  prepare  for  a  career  in  medical  mis¬ 
sions.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  everyone 
who  wrote  offering  suggestions  and  en¬ 
couragement.  It  now  appears  that  my 
difficulties  are  resolved  and  that  I  will  be 
returning  to  school  in  early  July.  Praise 
the  Lord. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  and  its 
readers  were  instrumental  in  helping  me 
through  this  difficult  crisis.  I  am  very 
grateful  and  I  will  be  writing  each  cor¬ 
respondent  a  personal  note  of  thanks. 

James  F.  Walroth 
Youngwood,  Pennsylvania 

God  doesn’t  need  our  help 

To  the  Editor: 

I  finally  learned  that  God  can  do  a 
better  job  of  answering  my  prayers  if  I 
do  not  tell  Him  how  to  do  it. 

Jim  Church 

Hickory,  North  Carolina 


Mv  witness 


Children  provide  God’s  comfort 


By  FAYE  ROBERTS 
God  recently  called  my  dear  83-year- 
old  mother  home.  This  was  a  very  sad 
time  for  me  and  my  family,  but  the  Lord 
worked  miracles  in  our  lives  through  the 
Power  of  His  Spirit,  the  Power  of  prayer 


ugh/some  preachers  tend 
ft?  FORGET.. ItHO  GOO  LOVES 
gACH/U$,^L0W>  DOESN'T 
HAVE&’DO  ANYTHING^ 
ANY  OF  US/'' 


and  through  the  eyes  of  little  children. 

When  my  five-year-old  nephew  saw 
how  torn  up  I  was,  he  came  to  me  and 
said,  “So  what  if  you  do  miss  Mam-Ma. 
She  has  gone  to  heaven  to  be  with  Jesus 
and  she’s  got  a  new  body.”  Also  someone 
had  earlier  explained  to  my  four-year-old 
niece  that  her  Mam-Ma  had  gone  to 
heaven.  As  she  was  leaving  the  funeral 
home,  she  looked  up  in  the  sky,  saw  the 
big  beautiful  moon  shining  and  ex¬ 
claimed,  “Oh  look,  there’s  Mam-Ma.” 
And  while  waving  to  the  moon,  she  said, 
“Hi  Mam-Ma.” 

God  comforts  in  so  many  ways  during 
our  times  of  sadness.  I’m  especially 
proud  He  sent  little  children  to  help 
comfort  me. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  Faye 
Roberts,  a  member  of  Hampton  UMC  in 
Paducah,  Kentucky  (Memphis  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  doubled- 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness."  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


LEARNING  TO  FORGET 

Child  abuse  has  reached  epidemic  proportions!  The  consequences  o<  neglect  and 
abuse  result  not  only  in  physical  scars  but  emotional  ones  too  Many  children 
experience  severe  behavioral  and  learning  disorders  which  isolate  them.  At  the 
Spofford  Home  in  Missouri.  78  children  receive  care  through  residence  and  day 
care  programs.  These  programs  help  them  achieve  skills  and  abilities  to  lead 
productive  lives.  They  will  return  to  their  families  and  public  schools  able  to 
establish  healthy  relationships,  non-reflective  of  their  turbulent  past. 

Help  erase  scars  and  pain  from  the  memories 
of  these  children.  Give  to  the  Spofford  Home! 


Today’s  check  improves  tomorrow’s  future. 


ADVANCE: 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to 
NATIONAL  DIVISION 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York.  N  Y  10115 


STREET  ADDRESS _ 


_  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  _ 
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1982  Knoxville  World’s  Fair 


Church  exhibits  focus  on  energy 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  -  Christians  at¬ 
tending  the  1982  World’s  Fair  here 
likely  will  be  interested  in  one  or  more 
of  the  four  church-sponsored  exhibits. 

Building  upon  the  fair’s  theme, 
"Energy  Turns  the  World,’’  the  church 
exhibits  use  multi-media  lights  and 
sound  shows  to  demonstrate  for 
fairgoers  the  relationship  between 
spiritual  and  physical  energy. 

Three  of  the  exhibits  are  located  in 
the  fair’s  Technology  and  Lifestyles. 
Building  southeast  of  the  Sunsphere, 
the  globe-topped  theme  structure  for 
the  1982  fair.  The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  is  the  only  denomination  to 
have  its  own  pavilion,  located  in  the 
center  of  the  72-acre  fairground. 

Briefly,  the  church  exhibits  are: 

•  The  Church’s  Presence,  sponsored 
by  a  coalition  of  16  denominations, 
including  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  display,  valued  at  $1.2  million,  is  a 
three-part  multi-media  event, 
described  by  one  religion  reporter  as 
“the  most  technologically- 
sophisticated  and  mind-boggling  of  the 
religious  exhibits.’’  Through 
electronically-produced  sound  and 
splashes  of  colored  light,  visitors 
witness  a  dramatization  of  the  Creation 
and  humankind’s  search  for  its  place  in 
God’s  plan.  Finally  a  huge,  transparent 
depiction  of  Jesus  leads  visitors  into  the 
last  room  where  they  see  examples  of 
the  church’s  ministry  in  the  world 
today. 

•  The  Baptist  Pavilion,  sponsored  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The 
exhibit  includes  a  musical 
interpretation  of  the  Gospel,  "Love, 
You  Spoke  A  Word,”  presented  by  a 
youth  ensemble  called  Powersource. 
Preceding  the  musical  is  a  slide  show 
highlighting  humanity’s  dependence  on 
energy,  and  a  commentary  on  the 
Christian’s  responsibility  to  use  energy 
wisely.  Choirs  from  145  Baptist 
congregations,  colleges  and  Baptist 
Student  Union  groups  will  perform  in 
the  pavilion  between  the  musical  and 
slide  shows  during  the  six-month  fair. 

•  “Energy  for  Life  —  God’s  Love,"  a 
Church  of  Christ  exhibit,  located  also  in 
the  Technology  and  Lifestyles  Building. 
It  features  walk-through  displays  of  the 
church’s  ministries,  a  computerized 
Bible  quiz  game,  videotape 
presentations  and  a  circa  1611  edition  of 
the  King  James  Version  of  the  Bible. 
The  only  two-level  exhibit  in  the 
building,  the  exhibit  also  provides 
offices  for  private  counseling  on  the 
upper  level. 

•  “People  Helping  People,"  by  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventists  featuring  a 
computerized  health  analysis. 

Besides  contributing  to  the  "Church’s 
presence”  exhibit,  several  United 
Methodist  congregations  have  planned 
their  own  special  activities  in  relation 
to  The  World’s  Fair. 


This  is  the  welcoming  message  to  1982  World's  Fair  visitors  at  the  entrance  to 
The  Church’s  Presence,  sponsored  by  a  coalition  of  16  denominations,  including 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  electric  purples  and  pinks  of  the  larger-than-life 
sign  preview  the  three-part  multi-media  display  valued  at  $1.2  million.  One  ob¬ 
server  called  the  show  “the  most  technologically  sophisticated  and  mind-boggling 
of  the  religious  exhibits. 


•  Church  Street  UMC,  adjacent  to  the 
fairground,  will  serve  a  snack  slipper 
Sundays  at  6  p.m.  with  a  lecture/film 
series  following.  Noon  concerts  by  local 
church  choirs  are  held  each  Tuesday 
and  Thursday,  and  Bible  study 
luncheons  are  held  on  Wednesdays. 
Sunday  worship  services  are  8:30,  9:45 
and  11  a.m. 

•  First  UMC,  located  two  miles  from 
the  fair,  offers  Wednesday  night 
International  Methodist  Fellowship. 
The  gathering  will  include  light 
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refreshments  and  a  chance  for 
Methodists  from  around  the  world  to 
meet  and  converse.  Sunday  worship 
services  are  at  8: 30  and  10:45  a.m. 

About  15  United  Methodist  churches 
here  and  in  nearby  towns  are  providing 
overnight  housing  for  church  groups 
traveling  to  the  fair.  Their  rates 
generally  range  from  $2  to  $5  per 
person  per  night.  For  more  information 
and  reservations  write  the  Rev.  Andy 
Ferguson,  4014  Garden  Dr..  Knoxville, 
TN  37918. 


Mississippi  dispute  spreads 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

HOLMES  COUNTY.  Miss.  -  As  a 
United  Methodist  general  agency  sought 
to  cool  a  controversy  between  it  and 
churches  here  last  week,  public  news 
media  spread  the  heated  debate  through¬ 
out  the  South  and  beyond. 

The  UM  agency  in  New  York  City  con¬ 
ducted  a  massive  mailing  to  clarify  its  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  socalled  "Tchula  7”  crim¬ 
inal  cases  here  (see  Reporter,  May  28). 

Some  Mississippi  United  Methodists 
have  charged  the  UM  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  —  in  its  style  of  help¬ 
ing  the  black  defendants  —  is  "stirring 
up  racial  hatred.” 

The  defendants  have  mounted  a  public 
campaign  based  on  “white  conspiracy” 
claims.  But  the  mailings  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  of  Global  Ministries 
sought  to  reassure  whites  and  blacks  who 
are  verbal  targets  of  the  defendants  that 
the  National  Division  is  not  seeking  to 
condemn  anyone. 

The  mailings  did  not  indicate  any 
weakening  of  National  Division  support 
for  the  "Tchula  7"  court  appeals  even 
though  some  United  Methodist  leaders 
had  demanded  complete  withdrawal. 

But  the  mailings  did  reveal  some  intra¬ 
staff  tensions  by  defining  National  Di¬ 
vision’s  involvement  and  stance  in 
narrower  terms  than  those  publicly  ex¬ 
pressed  by  some  staff  members  in  recent 
months.  It  was  those  broader,  "white 
conspiracy’ ’-related  comments  that  ig¬ 
nited  the  anger  of  so  many  Holmes 
County  United  Methodists. 

The  mailings  stressed  that  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  is  supporting  “those  per¬ 
sons  or  groups  who  are  convinced  that 
they  have  not  secured  a  fair  hearing  in  or 
out  of  court.”  The  basis  of  the  agency’s 
involvement  is  Jesus’  call  to  ministry— 
to  bring  "good  news  to  the  poor .  .  .  release  to 
the  captives .  .  .  to  set  at  liberty  those  who  are 
oppressed  (Luke  4:18),"  the  mailings 
stated. 

Packets  were  mailed  to  the  protesting 
United  Methodists  here,  to  all  bishops 
and  conference  council  of  ministries  di 
rectors  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  and 
to  all  governing  members  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

The  Rev.  Rene  0.  Bideaux,  the  new 
chief  of  National  Division,  wrote  that  his 
prayer  is  that  “the  grace  of  God  will 
move  us  into  an  experience  of  His  recon¬ 
ciliation.” 

Media  accuse  National  Division 

Meanwhile,  an  editorial  in  the  Mem¬ 
phis  Commercial  Appeal  —  the  major 
newspaper  in  the  Mid-South  —  accused 
National  Division  staff  members  of 
entering  the  "Tchula  7”  campaign  with¬ 
out  trying  to  determine  the  facts  and  of 
"fanning  fires  of  discord  with  intem¬ 
perate  demands.” 

The  editorial  was  rerun  in  some  papers 
and  spawned  similar  editorials  in  others 
And  the  Jackson,  Miss.,  papers  provided 
extensive  coverage  of  the  dispute  be¬ 
tween  local  churches  and  their  denom¬ 
inational  agency.  The  stories  were 
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picked  up  by  the  Associated  Press  and 
further  developed  for  scores  of  news¬ 
papers  and  TV  news  shows,  observers 
have  reported. 

“Wherever  I  go.”  one  Mississippi  area 
UM  official  told  the  Reporter,  "people 
who  know  that  I  am  connected  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  asking  me 
about  it.  We  re  getting  calls  from  Al¬ 
abama  and  Georgia.” 

In  the  mailings.  Dr.  Bideaux  assured 
United  Methodists  of  "our  deep  regrets” 
over  the  “considerable  suffering”  and 
“unsettling  of  several  local  UM  chur¬ 
ches”  that  have  resulted  because  of  var¬ 
ious  inadequacies  in  communication  pro- 
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benevolences  because  of  the  episode. 

A  week  earlier,  Dr.  Bideaux  had  flown 
to  Jackson  and  apologized  to  the  bishop, 
cabinet  members  and  Holmes  County 
church  members  for  the  "inadequate" 
consultation  National  Division  staff  had  con¬ 
ducted  with  them  before  entering  the 
cases.  (The  involvement  had  begun  be¬ 
fore  he  joined  the  National  Division. ) 

In  the  mailings.  Dr.  Bideaux  said  his 
staff  is  working  on  its  procedures  for  con¬ 
sulting  with  conference  leaders,  as  re¬ 
quired  by  church  law.  Similar  contro¬ 
versies  over  whether  National  Division 
has  properly  consulted  local  church  lead¬ 
ers  have  been  recurring  events  through 
the  years,  the  Reporter’s  clipping  files 
reveal. 

Mayor  Carthan  central  figure 

The  central  figure  of  the  "Tchula  7" 
and  of  this  controversy  is  Eddie  James 
Carthan.  He  was  mayor  of  Tchula  from 
1977  to  1981  and  the  first  black  mayor  in 
the  county  where  approximately  75  per¬ 
cent  of  the  registered  voters  are  black. 

Just  after  being  voted  off  the  local 
school  board  and  just  before  new  elec¬ 
tions  for  mayor  a  year  ago,  Mr.  Carthan 
and  six  black  associates  were  convicted 
in  a  state  court  of  assaulting  a  black  po¬ 
lice  officer.  Mr.  Carthan  later  was  con¬ 
victed  in  federal  court  of  defrauding  the 
federal  government  while  mayor.  In  April, 


Tougher  homosexual  language  advocated 

'84 action  termed  ‘imperative’’ following  hearing  on  bishop’s  actions 


he  was  indicted  on  the  charge  of  hiring 
gunmen  to  kill  his  chief  black  opponent  on 
the  board  of  aldermen.  He  has  remained, 
free  on  bond  pending  appeals.  Only  he 
received  prison  sentences. 

The  former  mayor  claims  he  was 
“framed”  on  all  charges  and  is  a  victim 
of  systematic  harassment  by  whites 
throughout  the  South  to  drive  blacks 
from  office. 

His  critics  —  both  whites  and  blacks  in 
the  county  —  claim  that  Mr.  Carthan’s 
problems  have  nothing  to  do  with  race 
but  with  his  own  behavior  and  his  loss  of 
support  among  the  majority  black  com¬ 
munity.  They  point  out  that  the  majority 
of  persons  on  the  juries  hearing  his  cases 
were  black. 

The  primary  local  support  for  Mr. 
Carthan  has  come  from  the  United  Lea¬ 
gue  of  Holmes  County,  a  black  activist 
organization.  A  gathering  of  local  United 
Methodists  last  month  demanded  that 
National  Division  cease  supporting  the 
league.  But  the  mailings  last  weekend 
defended  the  division’s  support  of  the 
league  as  "a  normal  and  acceptable  re¬ 
lationship  of  fraternal  support  and  re¬ 
sourcing  for  justice  and  human  rights 
concerns ..." 

The  mailings  did  state  that  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  is  reviewing  “our  admini¬ 
stration”  of  grants  and  services  to  en¬ 
sure  that  they  fulfill  expectations  stated 
in  church  law. 

Agency  grants  detailed 

Last  October,  National  Division  Con¬ 
firmed  the  United  League  as  a  member 
of  its  Voluntary  Service  network  in  which 
community  and  activist  organizations 
across  the  country  are  helped  to  com¬ 
municate  with  and  support  each  other 
and  to  gain  skills  to  better  achieve  their 
goals. 

In  December,  National  Division 
authorized  an  emergency  grant  of  $3,000 
to  the  "National  Campaign  to  Free 
Mayor  Eddie  J.  Carthan  and  the  Tchula  7 
and  to  Preserve  Black  Political  Rights" 
for  “legal  defense  and  education.”  Sheila 
Collins,  director  of  UM  Voluntary  Ser¬ 
vice  (UMVS)  —  an  arm  of  National 
Division  —  became  a  member  of  the 
coordinating  committee  of  the  National 
Campaign  earlier  in  the  year  at  the 
request  of  other  members  of  the  UMVS 
network. 

During  the  first  months  of  this  year, 
UMVS  paid  more  than  $2,000  to  fly  Mr. 
Carthan  and  United  League  members  to 
New  York,  Washington,  Boston  and  Day- 
ton.  There  they  received  training  in  pub¬ 
lic  speaking  and  techniques  for  running  a 
national  campaign  to  pressure  federal 
and  state  chief  executives  to  grant  par¬ 
dons  and  to  raise  money  for  the  defense 
fund. 

In  April,  UMVS  made  a  grant  of  $8,000 
to  the  United  League. 

Dr.  Bideaux  emphasized  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  last  week  that  all  those  expendi¬ 
tures  were  results  of  specific  proposals 
from  the  organizations.  No  more  money 
"is  in  the  pipeline,"  he  said.  Future  fund¬ 
ing  would  have  to  be  based  on  the  sub¬ 
mission  of  new  proposals,  he  said. 

Literature,  speeches,  interviews  and 
telegrams  by  some  National  Division  staff 
members  have  clearly  endorsed  Mr.  Car- 
than's  views  of  a  “white  conspiracy.”  But 
Dr.  Bideaux  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
National  Division  has  no  stance  on  that. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

The  chief  executive  of  United 
Methodism’s  "evangelical”  caucus  said 
last  week  it  is  "imperative”  that  the  1984 
General  Conference  adopt  "specific 
prohibitive  legislation  concerning  the 
ordination  and  appointment  of  practicing 
homosexuals.” 

The  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II, 
executive  secretary  of  "Good  News,” 
offered  that  summary  opinion  in  reaction 
to  the  Western  Jurisdiction  Committee 
on  Investigation  decision  that  there  was 
not  reasonable  ground  for  accusations 
brought  against  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  Jr.  to  be  carried  forward  to  a 
church  trial  (see  Reporter,  May  28) . 

The  "Good  News”  movement  had  been 
among  Bishop  Wheatley’s  most  vocal 
opponents  following  his  appointment  of  a 
self-identified  homosexual  and  the 
bishop’s  subsequent  statement  that  he 
"does  not  consider  homosexuality  a  sin." 

The  bishop’s  statement  not  only 
angered  "Good  News"  leaders  but  set  off 
the  public  debate  which  led  to  the  filing  of 
two  sets  of  accusations  against  him.  The 
first  was  from  members  of  three  small 
churches  in  Georgia.  The  second  was 
from  10  members  of  First  UMC  in 
Boulder,  Colo. 

The  accusations  accused  Bishop 
Wheatley  of  disseminating  false  doctrine 
and  disobedience  to  the  church’s  Order 
and  Discipline. 

Mr.  Heidinger  told  the  Reporter  that 
"Good  News"  was  "obviously  very 
disappointed  with  the  conclusions  of  the 
Committee  on  Investigation  ...  We 
simply  are  not  convinced  that  the 
committee’s  conclusions  or  the  bishop's 
position  have  support  among  the  leaders 
of  our  church." 

Mr.  Heidinger  said  he  remains 
convinced  "that  the  clear  intent  of  the 
1980  General  Conference,  the  Episcopal 
Address  and  the  ‘Book  of  Discipline’  is  to 
reject  the  practice  of  homosexuality  as 
an  alternate  Christian  lifestyle.  Our 
church’s  inability  to  affirm  that  intent  in 
recent  months  has  caused  the 
denomination  the  loss  of  both  pastors  and 
laypersons.” 

In  the  seventh  point  of  his  eight-point 
statement,  Mr.  Heidinger  said,  "The 
bishop's  personal  references  to  ‘four 
cherished  individuals,  including  a 
member  of  his  family,’  who  have  a 
‘same-sex  rather  than  other-sex 
orientation,’  only  accents  the  bishop’s 
inability  to  approach  the  issue  with  any 


sense  of  objectivity.  He  is,  in  fact,  too 
emotionally  involved  to  consider  the  full 
breadth  of  this  complex  issue 
objectively." 

Following  the  committee’s  investi¬ 
gation  in  Los  Angeles,  Bishop  Wheatley 
returned  to  his  Denver  Area  office  to  pre¬ 
pare,  among  other  things,  to  preside  over 
both  the  Rocky  Mountain  conference  and 
the  Yellowstone  conference. 

One  special  appointment  to  be 
announced  during  Rocky  Mountain 
conference  sessions  June  7-10  will  be  for 
the  Rev.  Julian  Rush  to  attend  school.  He 
is  expected  to  begin  graduate  study  at 
Emporia  State  University  in  Emporia, 
Kan.  Mr.  Rush  was  on  the  staff  of  First 
UMC  in  Boulder,  Colo.,  when  he  revealed 
his  homosexual  orientation  in  August 
1981.  It  was  Bishop  Wheatley’s 
subsequent  appointment  of  Mr.  Rush  to  a 
small  inner-city  church  in  Denver  which 
led,  in  part,  to  the  accusations  being 


made  against  him. 

One  who  witnessed  the  proceedings 
against  Bishop  Wheatley  from  a  close 
perspective  was  the  host  pastor  of  the 
committee  meeting,  the  Rev.  Harold  E 
Johnson  of  Westchester  UMC,  Los 
Angeles. 

He  told  the  Reporter,  "I  was  present 
for  the  entire  six  hours  of  hearings  .  . 
The  entire  proceedings  were  impeccable 
and  fair  to  all  either  present  or 
concerned  .  .  .” 

"It  would  have  done  violence  to  the 
evidence  presented  to  have  found  Bishop 
Wheatley  ‘guilty’  of  either  malfeasance 
in  office  or  of  heresy.  As  long  as  Mr 
Rush  is  an  elder  in  good  standing  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference,  the 
‘Discipline’  places  the  bishop  under 
obligation  to  appoint  him  .  .  . 

"The  committee  made  one  thing  clear 
—  the  bishop  himself  is  neither  the  issue 
nor  the  problem.  Both  he  and  Julian 


Rush  are  simply  part  of  an  ongoing 
process  through  which  the  church  is 
moving.  .  . 

“The  next  step  in  the  process  will  take 
the  ‘fact  of  homosexuality  and  the 
church’s  response  to  it’  (quoting  from  the 
investigating  committee’s  report)  to  its 
logical  and  inevitable  place  of  decision. 
The  General  Conference  will  need  to 
address  the  entire  issue  with  more 
precise  wording  than  it  has  either  been 
willing  or  able  to  do  heretofore.  I  would 
hope  the  process  could  be  completed  with 
love  and  compassion  and  not  bitterness 
and  division.  I  would  even  hope  that  one 
day  our  great  church  would  include  in  its 
membership  and  ministry  one  more 
group  of  people  for  whom  Christ  died  that 
so  far  we  have  been  unwilling  to  accept.” 

In  Georgia,  the  young  pastor  of  a  three- 
point  charge  whose  members  filed  the 
first  formal  accusations  against  Bishop 


People  in  the  news. . . 


Pulpit  exchanged  for  recording  studio  and  classrooms 


The  Rev.  Keith  Brudevold  generally 
ministers  in  an  old  straw  hat  with  a 
guitar  hanging  over  his  shoulder.  A 
United  Methodist  pastor,  he  has 
traded  his  pulpit  for  a  recording 
studio  and  children’s  classroom. 

"I  write  songs  to  communicate  with 
children,  especially  the  unchurched. 
If  they  can  hear  one  of  my  songs  and 
learn  to  associate  it  with  the  love  of 
God,  that’s  my  kind  of  evangelism,” 
he  told  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Brudevold,  36,  is  on  special 
appointment  from  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference.  He  earns  his 
living  writing  and  recording  songs 
and  performing  in  elementary  schools 
and  local  churches. 

He  began  writing  songs  several 
years  ago  for  his  children's  sermons 
while  serving  a  local  church  in 
Minnesota.  He  soon  found  he  was 
devoting  much  of  his  energy  to 
writing  music.  The  son  and  grandson 
of  United  Methodist  ministers.  Mr. 
Brudevold  said  he  felt  called  to  share 
"the  Good  News  in  a  unique  way.” 

His  songs  became  so  popular  that  he 
was  asked  to  visit  more  and  more 
churches  to  share  them.  Pretty  soon. 


he  said,  he  decided  to  take  a  leave  of 
absence  to  write  and  record  and 
perform  full  time.  It  was  then  that  he 
was  given  the  special  appointment 
and  moved  his  family  to  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  a  suburb  of  Nashville. 

While  composing  and  recording  his 
folk  songs  for  children,  he  joined 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  project  which  sends 
mission  workers  to  help  with  medical, 
construction  and  other  projects  in 


Keith  Brudevold 


other  countries.  Mr.  Brudevold  was 
invited  to  go  with  a  group  to  Jamaica 
in  1980  as  minister  of  music.  The  next 
year  he  went  to  Belize  (formerly 
British  Honduras).  He  sauntered 
down  the  sunny  streets  of  Corazal  in 
his  floppy  straw  hat  and  sang  for  the 
people  on  the  streets.  He  found, 
however,  that  there  were  few  folk 
songs  native  to  Belize. 

"Because  Belize  gets  most  of  its 
household  and  other  products  from 
other  countries,  the  only  music  they 
listen  to  is  hand-me-downs,"  he  said. 
"It’s  American  or  British  pop  music. 
Most  of  the  children  didn’t  know  a 
native  song.” 

Upon  his  return  to  the  U.S.  Mr. 
Brudevold  composed  several  songs 
about  life  in  Belize.  He  recorded  them 
in  Nashville  and  sent  tapes  back  to 
Belize  where  they  are  now  taught  in 
many  schools  and  played  on  local 
radio  stations. 

He  plans  to  visit  Belize  this  fall  as  a 
guest  of  the  Methodist  Church  there; 
he  will  visit  and  sing  in  the  schools 
and  in  community  worship  services 
two  of  his  songs  in  the  Belize  church’s 
new  Bible  study  curriculum. 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Wheatley  said  the  investigating  com¬ 
mittee’s  findings,  though  rejecting  what 
the  Georgians  had  sought,  “has  pulled 
our  people  together.” 

He  said  his  people  "felt  proud  of  their 
part  in  the  investigation.”  He  said  that  on 
his  first  Sunday  back  in  the  pulpit 
following  the  investigation  in  Los 
Angeles,  he  chose  as  his  sermon  text  II 
Timothy  4: 17  ( "But  the  Lord  stood  by  me 
and  gave  me  strength  to  proclaim  the 
word  fully,  that  all  the  Gentiles  might 
hear  it.  ” )  He  told  his  parishioners  that  he 
had  felt  the  prayers  and  encouragement 
of  people  all  over  the  country  as  he  made 
his  one-hour  presentation  to  the 
Committee  on  Investigat;on. 


The  mailings  last  weekend  indicated  — 
without  specifically  saying  so  —  that 
staff  members  may  be  encouraged  and 
perhaps  ordered  to  abstain  from  public 
statements  and  writings  that  go  beyond 
any  National  Division  official  stance. 
“Our  staff  will  be  operating  under  the 
division’s  stance,”  Dr.  Bideaux  told  the 
Reporter.  He  declined  to  be  more  specific, 
saying,  "I  don’t  want  to  carry  out  my  ad¬ 
ministrative  work  in  the  newspaper.” 

The  information  in  the  mailings  was 
hammered  out  by  staff  and  lawyers  all 
last  week  in  an  effort  to  give  further  re¬ 
sponse  to  members  of  the  North  Missi¬ 
ssippi  Annual  Conference  before  its  an-: 
nual  meeting  June  1-4 


A  country  catalog  for  city  folks? 

The  new  APPALACHIA  HAND  CRAFT  Cotelog 
by  MATCH  reverses  the  cotalog  soles  tradition, 
bringing  the  best  of  Appalachia's  crafts  as 
close  os  your  telephone. 

Over  150  items,  from 
cornshuck  flowers  to 
king-sized  quilts,  are 
shipped  from  the 
MATCH  Center  of  Folk 
Art  in  Berea.  Ky 
The  catalog  sells  for 
$2.00  per  copy  from 


/IDlflNCE 

MATCH,  P.O.Box  6B  Berea,  KY  40403. 


Ford  Philpot 
Invites  You  On  His  20th 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR 

Walk  Where  Jesus  Walked 
Tour  Sites  of  The  Bible 
Special  One-Day  Tour  of  Rome 


Nov.  2  -  12,  1982 


Si  495  from  New  York 

•  Deluxe  Accomodations 


•  Our  own  English 
speaking  guides 

Stopover  -  One  day  and  night  in  Rome 
Tour  all  of  Jerusalem.  Nazareth  Masada 
Bethany  River  Jordan  Bethlehem.  Sea  ot 
Galilee  Garden  ot  Gethsemane  Jericho 
Caesarea.  Mary  $  well.  Cana  ol  Game* 
and  much  more1 


FORD  PHILPOT  TOURS 

798  Cindy  Blair  Way 
Lexington.  Ky.  40503 
Ph.  (606)277-5913 
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Joyful  poster  greets  air  travelers 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  This  poster  greets  all  who  pass  near  the  Minneapolis-St.  Paul 
Airport  gift  shops,  offering  a  welcome  that  the  area’s  newly  elected  bishop,  the  Rev. 
Emerson  Colaw.  found  lacking  when  he  arrived  in  the  summer  of  1980.  He  made  its 
development  one  of  his  projects.  The  finished  product,  sponsored  by  the  Metro-West 
District’s  United  Methodist  Union,  went  up  this  spring.  The  three-by-six  foot  full-color 
poster  was  developed  by  Gil  Kinnunen  and  Gordon  Hanson  of  Lake  Harriet  UMC, 
Robert  Clark  Nelson  of  Grace  (Lowry)  UMC,  the  Rev.  E.  Jerry  Walker  of  Minnetonka 
UMC  and  the  Rev.  Dennis  Alexander  of  Wesley  UMC. 

Metro-West  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  Richard  Harper,  welcomes  any  other 
church  group  to  order  a  copy,  at  cost,  for  their  local  airport.  Contact  him  at  122  W. 
Franklin  Ave.,  Room  400,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  55404. 

MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE  UMR  PHOTO 


the  church  today 


UM  funding 
under  group 
scrutiny 

ERLANGER.  KY.  (UMNS)  -  A 
national  committee  studying  funding 
patterns  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
looked  at  a  mass  of  data  here  last  month 
which  gave  widely  varying  opinions 
about  the  approximately  $77  million 
contributed  (in  1981)  by  the 
denomination’s  9.5  million  members. 

Chaired  by  Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger, 
Knoxville,  the  committee  was  charged  to 
‘‘lead  a  study  of  funding  patterns  of  the 
church  in  an  effort  to  improve  the 
program  and  increase  the  funding  to  be 
made  available . .  .  “ 

The  committee  seemed  to  find  several 
major  points  on  which  there  was 
consensus : 

The  present  funding  pattern  involving 
17  separate  national  funds  is  generally 
satisfactory; 

World  Service,  the  basic  benevolence, 
should  be  kept  as  the  principal  general 
fund,  for  programmatic  rather  than 
administrative  causes; 

Communication  and  interpretation  are 
the  keys  to  understanding  of  the  funds  by 
United  Methodists  who,  several  said, 
“will  respond  when  they  know  the 
needs.  ”  Most  agreed  the  pastor  is  the  key 
person  in  acceptance  of  general  funds. 
Also,  more  emphasis  should  be  placed  on 
“warm  bodies”  doing  the  interpretation 
and  less  on  “piles  of  printed  material  " ; 

Stewardship  training  and  education, 
from  early  childhood  on,  are  crucial  to  an 
understanding  of  and  giving  to  mission 
and  ministry ; 

General  Conference,  which  must 
approve  all  general  funds,  should  be  seen 
as  the  initiator  of  denominational 
policies  and  strategies  rather  than  only 
as  a  ratifier  of  program ; 

Some  group  in  the  church  must  plan  for 
mission  and  ministry,  and  their 
financing  through  general  funds,  on  a 
long-term  basis  —  10  or  20  years,  thus 
transcending  the  traditional  four-year 
cycle  on  wliich  United  Methodist  de¬ 
cision-making  is  based  ; 

A  mechanism  should  be  put  in  place  to 
deal  with  controversies  surrounding 
United  Methodist  program  and  funding 
opposed  by  some  church  members ; 

Denominational  priorities,  like  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church,  should  be 
"mainstreamed”  into  general  church 
funds,  in  World  Service  or  in  some  other 
way. 

The  data  were  drawn  from  three 
primary  sources:  a  survey  of  bishops, 
presidents  of  conference  councils  on 
finance  and  administration,  presidents  of 
conference  councils  on  ministries; 
hearings  in  one  episcopal  area  in  each  of 
the  five  geographical  jurisdictions;  a 
day-long  consultation  (in  Erlanger  May 
18)  with  directors  and  general  secre¬ 
taries  of  the  general  program  agencies. 


CLASSIFIED _ 

MATURE  SINGLE  LADY  for  live-in  Associate 
Executive  Director  of  unique  ladies  retirement 
home.  Meals,  apartment,  salary  Send  resume  and 
inquiry  to  P.O  Box  716,  Lubbock.  TX  79408 

EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT  needed  for  800- 
member  church  in  county  seat  town.  Send  resume  to 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  167. 
Quincy.  FL  32351.  or  call  <901 )  627-9226  for  further 
information.  


WANTED:  SUMMER  YOUTH  PROG  ARM  Director 
for  Highland  Terrace  United  Methodist  Church,  San 
Antonio.  Texas.  Call  Rev  Boyd  Harris  at  (512  )  534- 
6179  for  appointment 

FULL  TIME  CLERGY  or  lay  person,  youth  and 
general  responsibilities  University  town  near  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  P.O. 
Box  888.  Denton.  TX.  76201.  Phone:  (817)  382-5478 


WANTED:  ENTHUSIASTIC,  spiritually  committed 
worker  in  areas  of  music  and  youth  with  Christian 
Education  training  for  500-member  growing, 
evangelical  United  Methodist  Church  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  K  M  Hagenbuch.  c/o 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  3308  South  St.. 
Erie.  PA  16510 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  in 
growing  central  Florida  1.400- member  church  Near 
Orlando.  Disney  World  Multiple  staff.  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  to  Robert  Fox.  First  UMC. 
P.O  Box  669.  Kissimmee.  FL  32741. 


FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  needed  for  a 
church  of  1.000  members  Please  send  resume  to: 
Cokes  bury  United  Methodist  Church  9908  Kingston 
Pike.  Knoxville.  TN  37922.  or  call  (615 >  693-0353 


Watchdog  commission  to  look 
into  Boston  U.  charges 

MADISON,  Wis.  (UMNS)  -  A 
watchdog  committee  monitoring  the 
inclusion  of  women  in  United  Methodist 
institutions  and  agencies  has  agreed  to 
look  into  charges  of  alleged 
discrimination  at  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology. 

The  coordinating  committee  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Commission  on  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  (GCSRW),  meeting 
here  in  May,  stated: 

“The  General  Commission  .  .  .  has 
received  communication  from  women 
students,  faculty  and  staff  at  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology,  alleging 
discriminatory  sexist  personnel  prac¬ 
tices,  policies  and  procedures.  In  line 
with  the  General  Commission’s  discip¬ 
linary  mandate  in  paragraphs  2202-2203.8 
and  907. 7D  of  the  1980  “Book  of  Discip¬ 
line,”  the  GCSRW  is  entering  into  an  in¬ 
quiry  of  these  allegations." 

Boston  is  one  of  13  United  Methodist 
schools  of  theology  which  receive 
support  annually  from  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  administered  by  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Students  tell  the  black 
college  story  this  summer 

NASHVILLE,  (UMNS)  -  Five  United 
Methodist  college  students  have  begun 
their  trek  throughout  the  denomination’s 
five  jurisdictions  to  promote  the  12 
colleges  that  receive  support  from  the 
Black  College  Fund.  The  historically 
black  schools  received  more  than  $5 
million  from  the  Fund  last  year.  The  goal 
for  1982  is  $6,741 ,000. 


T.  Eileen  Martin,  Miami,  a  student 
from  Bethune-Cookman  College,  who 
participated  in  the  first  itineration  of 
students  last  year  shared  with  the  new 
students  some  of  the  most  commonly 
asked  questions.  “Some  people  wanted 
me  to  show  them  why  go  to  a  black 
college  when  white  United  Methodist  col¬ 
leges  offered  the  same  thing.  Whites  have 
their  role  models  but  at  white  colleges  you 
don’t  always  get  black  role  models." 

North  Carolina  UMs 
seek  human  needs  fund 

RALEIGH,  N.  C.  -  The  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  approved  an 
unprecedented  appropriation  of  $50,000 
to  be  used  throughout  the  conference  to 
meet  human  need. 

“The  North  Carolina  Conference  Fund 
for  Human  Need”  will  give  grants  to 
local  church  food,  shelter,  medicine, 
clothing,  transportation  and  employment 
programs  as  they  relate  to  basic  survival 
and  human  dignity.  The  creation  of  the 
fund  is  one  response  to  the  federal 
government’s  cutting  off  funds  for  the 
needy,  according  to  the  Rev.  James  H. 
Miller  Jr.,  council  director. 

Priority  will  be  given  to  projects  that 
demonstrate  the  availability  of  matching 
resources,  either  cash  pledges  or  "in- 
kind"  contributions,  e.g.,  volunteer 
hours,  supplies,  equipment,  space. 

General  funds  may  be  sought 
for  special  curriculum 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  (CRC)  voted  to  consider  the 
possibility  of  tapping  World  Service 
Fund  dollars  for  special  curriculum  at  its 
meeting  here  May  3-5. 

The  committee,  chaired  by  Bishop 
John  Wesley  Hardt,  Oklahoma  City, 
appointed  a  task  force  to  devise  a  plan  to 
“develop,  produce  and  fund  specialized 
curriculum  that  may  not  be  self- 
supporting."  Falling  into  that  category 
might  be  some  ethnic  minority 
curriculum,  additional  series  for 
children  and  special  resources  for  the 
small  membership  churches. 

Choirs  invited  to  audition 
for  1984  General  Conference 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  Audition  tapes 
and  other  support  material  will  be  used 
to  select  the  choirs  for  the  1984  General 
Conference  in  Baltimore,  according  to 
Carlton  Young,  music  coordinator  for  the 
General  Conference. 

Dr.  Young  asks  that  choirs  mail 
cassette  tapes  and  other  material  to: 
1984  General  Conference  Choirs,  Attn: 
Dr.  Carlton  Young.  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta, 
GA  30322. 

UMC’s  rural  fellowship 
reaffirms  strategic  role 

DALLAS  —  Twenty-eight  members  of 
the  executive  committee  of  The  United 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship,  from  Oregon 
to  Florida  and  from  Michigan  to  Georgia, 
gathered  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
here  .May  3-6,  for  its  annual  meeting. 

A  time-line  was  established  for 
securing  and  processing  proposals  for 
the  1984  General  Conference.  Dr.  Harold 
McSwain,  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  eleci^J 
chairperson  of  the  legislative  committee. 


ADMINISTRATOR  WANTED  Ozarks  Methodist 
Manor  —  a  retirement  community  —  MarionviUe. 
Mo  For  job  description  write  David  Kerr.  College 
nd  Gay  Streets.  Warrensburg.  MO  64093 


QUALIFIED  MINISTER  FOR  POSITION  of  Annual 
Conference  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  and 
Counseling.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable  Send 
resume  to  F  Bennett  Hulse.  Jr.  319  Browns  Lane 
Louisville.  KY  40207 


UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL 
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NANCY  DESIGNS  Bloom. nglon  MN55437 

"Are  they  still  publishing 
Tarbell’s  Teacher’s  Guide?" 


Yes!  And  it's  better  than  ever. 

By  better,  we  mean  more  detailed. 
More  relevant  to  life  today.  With  more 
practical  suggestions  for  teachers,  and  a 
wider  range  of  discussion  topics  for  both 
adults  and  youth. 

Through  the  years,  TARBELL’S 
TEACHER’S  GUIDE,  edited  by  Frank  S. 
Mead,  has  been  the  mainstay  for 
teachers  of  all  denominations  who  use 
the  Internabonal  Sunday  School  Lessons. 
The  all-new  edition  for  1982-83 
includes  parallel  texts  from  KJV  and 
RSV,  as  well  as  up-to-the-minute 
illustrations  that  apply  to  a  wide  range 
of  situations  and  specific  needs. 

You’ll  find  the  new  TARBELL’S  at 
your  local  Christian  bookstore  today. 

$6  9 5  (Quality  paperback) 

Revsll 

R 

FLEMING  H.  REVELL  COMPANY 

Old  Tappan,  N]  07675 


Border  debate  at  stalemate 

Public  policy,  church  apathy  frustrate  UM  committee 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  DIEGO  —  The  debate  over 
immigration  issues  in  Congress  cast  a 
pall  over  a  meeting  here  May  13-15  of 
United  Methodist  leaders  who  deal  with 
U.S.-Mexico  border  problems. 

For  two  years,  the  Southwest  Border 
Consultation  Continuing  Committee  of 
the  denomination  has  tried  to  get  the 
church  involved  in  attacking  the  source 
and  aiding  the  victims  of  abject  poverty 
along  the  border.  One  of  its  major  thrusts 
has  been  the  advocacy  of  increased  legal 
rights  for  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
persons  who  enter  the  United  States 
illegally  each  year. 

But  public  opinion  and  policy  —  as 
indicated  by  the  congressional  debate  — 
now  appears  poised  to  drive  out  illegal 
residents,  most  leaders  here  lamented. 

Leaders  frustrated 

Members  of  the  committee  clearly 
were  frustrated.  They  complained  not 
just  about  public  officials  but  also  about 
United  Methodic  hishoos  and  rn^mhers 
of  the  denomination  who  they  said  have 
not  demonstrated  much  concern  for  the 
residents  —  legal  and  illegal  —  who  live 
along  the  border. 

The  committee  of  some  30  members 
was  created  by  the  National  Division  of 
United  Methodism’s  missions  agency. 
The  largest  segment  of  committee 
members  consists  of  Hispanic  staff  and 
board  members  of  the  denomination’s 
general  agencies.  Others  come  from  the 
four  annual  conferences  on  the  border, 
social  agencies  and  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico. 

They  chose  not  to  pass  any  new 
resolutions  concerning  U.S.  immigration 
policy  this  time.  Instead,  they  worked  on 
plans  related  to  such  things  as  economic 
development  along  the  border  and  in 
Mexico  and  improving  social  services 
and  ministries  to  border-area  residents. 

This  group  had  sent  a  policy  statement 
on  various  U.S.  immigration  proposals 
last  fall  to  the  UMC’s  Council  of  Bishops. 
The  Reporter  contacted  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield,  council  president,  about  the 
disposition  of  the  document  which  the 
committee  had  hoped  would  be  promoted 
by  the  bishops.  He  said  the  document  had 
been  given  to  each  bishop  for 
information. 

Stressing  that  he  spoke  for  himself  and 
not  the  council,  Bishop  Crutchfield  said 
it  was  unrealistic  for  anybody  to  think 
the  bishops  would  take  up  the  document 
as  their  own  when  it  contained  such 
"highly  visionary”  and  impractical 
proposals. 

"The  proposal  that  there  be  no 
numerical  limitations  on  immigrants 
from  Mexico  and  Canada,  that  all  U.S. 
-public  services  be  made  available  (to 
illegal  residents)  and  there  be  no 
sanctions  against  employers  hiring 


illegals  .  .  .  would  reduce  American 
citizenship  to  meaninglessness  and 
establish  an  open  border,"  the  bishop 
said.  "It  would  further  penalize  the 
American  workers  —  Hispanics  and 
blacks  as  well  as  whites  —  whose  jobs 
are  being  taken  away  by  non-citizens, 
according  to  recent  studies  such  as  one 
by  Rice  University.” 

Bishop  Crutchfield  of  Houston, 
Tex.,  said  the  church  should  be 
expanding  its  social  and  evangelistic 
work  in  the  border  areas  but  within  the 
framework  of  an  immigration  policy  that 
doesn’t  create  false  hopes  among  other 
nations’  citizens  and  doesn’t  create  chaos 
in  this  country. 

Although  most  members  of  the 
Southwest  Border  committee  disagreed 
that  the  U.S.-Mexico  border  should  be 
tightly  controlled,  most  all  said  they 
were  almost  resigned  to  the  belief  that 
the  Simpson-Mazzoli  immigration  bill 
likely  will  pass  the  U.S.  Senate  this 
month  and  perhaps  will  be  approved  by 
the  House  before  July.  That  bill  would 


authorize  an  amnesty  program  for 
current  illegal  residents  that  is  more 
limited  than  that  advocated  by  the 
committee  the  last  two  years. 

Employers’  penalty 

The  "bill  also  would  institute  sanctions 
against  employers  who  hire  illegal 
aliens,  require  all  workers  to  show  proof- 
of-legal-residence  papers  to  obtain  a  job 
and  beef  up  border  patrols  —  all  - 
measures  opposed  by  the  committee. 

In  reports  on  pages  of  recom¬ 
mendations  made  to  the  church  during  • 
the  past  two  years,  it  was  apparent  that 
most  of  them  remain  in  the  planning 
stages.  However,  some  members  told  the 
Reporter  they  feel  some  concrete  actions 
soon  will  occur. 

Representatives  from  annual 
conferences  pledged  to  work  to  set  up 
seminars  on  border  issues  for  their 
ministers  during  1983  and  to  create  and 
follow  models  for  more  “intentional 
evangelization  of  the  undocumenteds  and 
the  poor." 


New  television  ministry 
hopes  for  fall  debut 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  A  United  Methodist 
television  ministry  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  was  kicked  off  here  recently 
during  a  special  meeting  of  representa¬ 
tives  from  seven  annual  conferences. 

The  Media  Division  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  Council  hopes  to 
debut  its  first  videotape  program  at  a 
regional  evangelism  conference  in  Fort 
Worth  in  November.  The  division 
members  nominated  the  Rev.  Leighton 
Farrell  of  Highland  Park  UMC  as 
chairman  of  the  new  ministry  called  the 
“Wesleyan  Satellite  Network.” 

The  Media  Division  provides  com¬ 
munications  services  for  the  seven  annual 
conferences  such  as  news  releases 
and  media  training  events. 

The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Robertson, 
executive  director  of  the  com¬ 
munications  council,  said  the  decision  to 
start  a  regional  ministry  came  after 
an  attempt  to  start  a  national  tele¬ 
vision  ministry  was  suspended, 
pending  a  new  plan  to  be  submitted  to  the 
1984  General  Conference  (see  Reporter 
May  7).  Dr.  Robertson  told  the  Reporter 
that  an  ad  hoc  committee  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  area  ministers  “involved  in 
video  production  and  broadcasting”  first 
explored  the  possibility  of  a  television 
ministry  here  in  February. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Steere  of  the  Texas 


Argentine  bishop  feels 
pain  of  Falkland  clash 


Conference  explained  that  the  projected 
regional  television  campaign  is  not  an 
attempt  to  pre-empt  or  substitute  the 
national  effort  but  is  a  chance  to  “serve  ; 
grassroot  constituents  of  United  1 
Methodism  in  our  area." 

Dr.  Robertson  agreed,  adding  that 
more  and  more  churches  in  the  Texas- 
New  Mexico  area  have  downlink ' 
reception  and  area  cable  networks 
available  for  their  use.  “All  Methodist- 
related  hospitals  in  Texas  have  some  sort 
of  in-house  video  system.  Many  schools, 
like  Perkins  (School  of  Theology)  have 
videotape  broadcasting.  I  think  there  is  a 
place  to  peddle  our  program.” 

At  the  same  time,  Dr.  Steere  said, 
"This  regional  ministry  could  serve  to 
fill  a  void  the  general  church  has  not 
gotten  itself  together  on.  And  when  the 
national  campaign  or  other  regional  pro¬ 
grams  get  started  we  will  likely  be  the 
model  for  them  to  work  from.” 

Other  persons  suggested  for  the  board 
of  trustees  because  of  their  expertise  in  > 
communications  were:  The  Rev.  Barry 
Bailey  of  the  Central  Texas  conference, 
the  Rev.  B.  C.  Goodwin  of  the  New 
Mexico  conference,  the  Rev.  Sam  Nader 
of  the  Northwest  Texas  conference,  Dr. 
Robertson,  the  Rev.  Jack  Heacock  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  conference  and  the 
Rev.  Bill  Scales  of  the  Texas  conference. 

After  the  program  is  debuted  in 
November,  it  will  then  be  shown  via 
satellite  around  the  seven  annual 
conferences. 


What  makes  these 
Sunday  School 
resources  the  best? 


Bishop  Barbieri 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  While  expressing 
confidence  that  Argentina’s  claims  to  the 
Falkland  (Malvinas)  Islands  are  "just,” 
a  retired  Argentine  Methodist  bishop 
here  mourned  the  loss  of  so  many  young 
lives. 

“That  loss  is  the 
most  tragic  thing," 
said  Bishop  Sante 
Uberto  Barbieri. 

“People  are  more 
worthwhile  than 
any  piece  of  land." 

His  plea  was  for  a 
“peaceful  resolu¬ 
tion”  of  the  con¬ 
flict. 

Bishop  Barbieri, 

79,  who  was  in  Dallas  for  his  50th  class  re¬ 
union  at  the  United  Methodist-related 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  met  with  re¬ 
porters  to  present  the  statements  made 
recently  by  Argentine  church  leaders  to 
Prime  Minister  Margaret  Thatcher,  to 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  Runcie,  to 
British  Methodists,  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  and  “the  ecumenical  family.” 

Argentine  church  leaders  —  including 
Methodist,  Disciples  of  Christ,  Evangel¬ 
icals,  Lutheran,  Waldensian  and 
Reformed  churches  —  support  the 
Argentine  government’s  contention  that 
the  Falklands,  known  as  the  Malvinas  by 
Argentines,  rightly  belong  to  their 
country. 

Bishop  Barbieri  said  that  when 
Argentina  got  its  independence  from 
Spain  in  1810  “the  islands  came  with  it  as 
they  were  also  a  Spanish  colony."  Then, 
in  1833,  Great  Britain  took  them  and 
British  people  settled  on  the  island.  Ever 
since,  Argentina  has  laid  claim  to  the 
islands  and  17  years  ago  the  United 
Nations  requested  that  England  and 
Argentina  settle  the  dispute  peacefully. 

The  bishop  said  his  government 
“became  impatient"  with  the  failure  of 
the  protracted  negotiations  and  “took  the 
islands."  He  said  he  had  no  way  to  judge 
the  “right  or  wrong"  of  that  action  by  the 
Argentine  government. 

He  reported  that  Argentines  and  "all 
Latin  Americans"  were  “disappointed" 
that  the  United  States  has  now  sided  with 
England  in  the  dispute. 

Bishop  Barbieri  was  a  co-signer  of  a 
cable  sent  to  the  UMC’s  Council  of 
Bishops  last  month  which  said  that  U.S. 
•  support  of  the  British  navy’s  fourth 
invasion  in  history  of  our  country,  in 
opposition  to  the  United  Nations  and 
Organization  of  American  States  resolu¬ 


tions,  is  aggravating  the  situation  to  the 
point  that  it  endangers  continental  and 
world  peace.  We  urge  you  to  help  through 
prayer  and  action  to  stop  this  escalation  . 
of  terror  and  death.  In  the  name  of  our 
Lord,  the  Prince  of  Peace.” 

Bishop  Barbieri  said  the  situation  is  a 
“tragic  clash  between  two  Christian 
nations  over  a  matter  that  doesn’t  seem 
too  important.  Yet,  today,  we  are  at 
war.” 

In  a  letter  to  “the  ecumenical  family" 
dated  April  29,  Argentine  Protestant 
leaders  “deplored  the  fact  that  the  road 
to  a  peaceful  solution  .  .  .  has  been 
destroyed"  by  the  improper  conduct  of 
the  British  government  during  years  of 
negotiations  ...  and  by  the  “surprise 
action”  of  the  Argentine  armed  forces. 

They  go  on  to  say  that  their  support  for 
the  Argentine  government  on  the  justice 
of  the  recuperation  cause  does  not  mean 
they  agree  with  other  aspects  of  govern¬ 
ment  policy. 

Once  the  present  crisis  is  “overcome" 
they  wrote,  “our  government  will  have  to 
answer  to  the  people  and  correct  its 
social  and  economic  policies  which  affect 
especially  the  underprivileged  of  our 
society  and  answer  to  the  problem  of  the 
“detained-disappeared”  and  those 
detained  without  due  process  of  law. 
They  also  hoped  for  a  return  to  constitu¬ 
tional  and  democratic  bases.  The 
Constitution  has  been  suspended  since 
1973  when  the  army  took  over  the  gov¬ 
ernment. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  G.  Greet,  secretary 
of  the  British  Methodist  Conference,  who 
received  a  copy  of  the  message  from  the 
Argentine  Methodists,  said  military 
action  over  the  Falklands  would  be 
“anachronistic  folly"  and  “an  action 
wholly  incapable  of  securing  the  welfare 
of  the  islanders." 

UM  World  Division 
head  to  retire  in  ’82 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  The  head  of 
United  Methodism’s  world  mission 
agency  is  planning  to  retire. 

Dr.  Lois  C.  Miller,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  since 
1974,  has  informed  the  executive 
committee  of  the  division  that  she 
intends  to  take  early  retirement  at  the 
end  of  1982.  A  search  committee  has  been 
named  to  look  for  a  successor. 

Dr.  Miller  is  the  daughter  of  an 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  minister 
and  a  native  of  Wichita,  Kan.  She  expects 
to  retire  in  Medford,  Ore. 


They  are 

•  Biblically  based 

•  Interdenominational 

•  By  the  finest  writers  in 
the  field 

•  Complete  and  thorough 

•  Backed  by  years  of  tra¬ 
dition 

•  Inexpensive 

The  International  Lesson  Annual 
has  all  the  contents  necessary  to 
help  you  set  up  a  year-round  Sun¬ 
day  School  program.  Each  lesSon 
includes  an  introduction  and  expla¬ 
nation;  a  text  that  uses  both  the 
KJV  and  RSV ;  analysis  of  the  Bible 
text’s  present-day  relevance;  teach¬ 
ing  suggestions;  and  numerous  spe¬ 
cial  features.  And  to  begin  each 
class,  Harold  Fair’s  Class  Devotions 
provide  inspiration  for  all  of  The 
I  LA' s  lessons. 

If  you  want  the  best,  order  The 
ILA  and  Class  Devotions  for  your 
class. 

The  International  Lesson 
Annual,  1982-83 

Edited  by  Horace  R.  Weaver; 
lesson  analysis  by  Charles  M.  Lay- 
mo  n  $4.95,  paper 

Class  Devotions,  1982-83 

Harold  L.  Fair  $3.95,  paper 

Odor  from  your 

Coketbury  Bookstore  or  Service  Center 
Published  by 

Abingdon 

The  Book  Publishing  Department  of  The  United 
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Hindus  named  in  Christian  deaths 


Radicals  said  stirring  up  hate  against  India's  minority  religions 


By  TAMMY  TANAKA 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  A  radical  Hindu 
group  which  seeks  to  make  India  a  Hindu 
nation  is  stirring  up  hate  against 

Christians  and  other  minority  religions, 
says  the  president  of  the  National 

Council  of  Churches  in  India. 

As  a  result  of  local  clashes,  some  20 
Christians  in  one  area  of  South  India 
have  been  killed  since  January; 

Christian  women  have  been  molested, 
thousands  of  homesteads  burned,  and 
Christian  churches  and  convents 

wrecked,  Daisy  L.  Gopai  Ratnam  said  in 
an  interview  here.  She  was  here  for  a 
World  Council  of  Churches  meeting. 

The  "root  cause”  of  the  violence,  she 
says,  is  a  group  called  the  Rashtriya 
Swayam  Sevak  Sangh  (National  Pure 
Service  Society),  popularly  known  as  the 
RSS.  She  says  the  group  has  existed  for 
at  least  20  years  and  has  more  than  a 
million  members. 

Mrs.  Ratnam  said  the  RSS  has  a 
political  wing,  controls  eight  daily  and  40 
weekly  newspapers,  and  has  more  than 
50  affiliated  organizations,  among  them 
the  Hindu  Resurrection  Front  and 
Temple  Protection  Front,  and  is  active 
among  labor,  intellectuals,  students, 
women  and  agricultural  groups. 

"When  the  government  took  strong 
measures  to  curb  their  activities  in  the 
north,  they’ve  moved  their  operations  to 
the  south,”  she  said. 

The  movement’s  philosophy  is  that 


Hindu  values  should  form  the  basis  of 
Indian  culture  and  that  all  other  cultures 
and  religions  should  be  subordinate, 
"deserving  no  privileges,  no  citizenship 
rights,”  Mrs.  Ratnam  asserted. 

Lower  castes  persecuted 

She  said  the  “Harijans,”  India’s  lowest 
class,  have  also  been  persecuted  by  the 
RSS.  It  was  among  the  Harijans  that  the 
Christian  missionaries  began  their  work 
in  India  some  400  to  500  years  ago,  Mrs. 
Ratnam  said.  While  "there  are  now  more 
Christian  converts  among  the  higher 
classes,”  the  bulk  of  members  are  still 
from  the  lower  castes. 

Concerned  Hindus  have  joined  with 
Christians,  Moslems  and  other  minor¬ 
ities  in  peace  marches  and  other  actions 
to  protest  the  RSS’s  moves.  They  have 
urged  people  in  the  riot  areas  to  forgive 
and  forget,  Mrs.  Ratnam  said. 

She  said  the  Council  of  Churches  is 
working  together  with  the  Catholic 
Bishops’  Conference  of  India  and  others 
to  stop  the  interreligious  strife. 

The  RSS  began  a  campaign  in  South 
India  in  March,  focusing  on  the  predom¬ 
inantly  Christian  Kanyakumari  district 
in  Tamil  Nadu  state,  where  56  percent 
are  Christians,  11  percent  Moslems  and 
33  percent  Hindu,  Mrs.  Ratnam  said. 

The  district  gets  its  name  from  a  well- 
known  Hindu  temple  to  the  “virgin 
goddess,”  Mrs.  Ratnam  said.  She  said 
the  RSS  has  spread  stories  there 


implying  that  Christians  are  taking  over 
the  area  and  claiming  it  for  their  Virgin 
Mary. 

"Christians  and  Hindus  were  getting 
along  very  well,”  she  said.  She  described 
one  Christian  congregation  of  some  300 
families,  with  a  church  near  the  sea 
coast.  It  was  close  to  a  Hindu  temple 
where  thousands  of  worshippers  from 
surrounding  areas  would  come  on  special 
days. 

According  to  Hindu  custom,  people 
bathed  before  going  to  the  temple,  and 
they  used  the  sea  near  the  Christian 
church  for  this  purpose,  she  said.  After¬ 
wards,  they  would  often  worship  in  front 
of  the  cross  at  the  church  before  continu¬ 
ing  on  to  the  Hindu  temple,  Mrs.  Ratnam 
said.  "The  Hindus  and  Christians  helped 
each  other." 

Homes,  church  burned 

But  the  RSS  arrived  and  stirred  up 
trouble,  leading  to  clashes  between  the 
once  friendly  Hindus  and  Christians, 
police  intervention,  and  finally  violence, 
Mrs.  Ratnam  said.  The  Christian  church 
and  homes  were  burned,  and  Christian 
fishermen  killed. 

She  said  similar  clashes  have  spread  to 
other  districts.  "The  RSS  have  incited 
mass  violence  through  highly  inflamma¬ 
tory  public  speeches  and  pamphlets  and 
magazines,  even  inciting  Hindus  to 
molest  Christian  women." 


A  state  judicial  inquiry  commission 
was  appointed  by  Tamil  Nadu  officials  in 
April  to  investigate  the  outbreak  of 
violence,  but  the  Council  of  Churches 
wants  assurance  that  the  probe  will  be 
impartial.  Mrs.  Ratnam  said.  The 
Council  has  appealed  to  Prime  Minister 
Indira  Ghandi  and  she  has  promised  to 
do  what  she  can  to  assure  an  impartial 
investigation. 

Some  83  percent  of  India’s  660  million 
population  are  Hindu,  11  percent 
Moslem,  2.6  percent  Christian,  2  percent 
Sikh.  Other  minorities  include  Buddhists 
and  Zoroastrians. 

About  51  percent  of  India’s  Christians 
are  Catholic,  49  percent  are  Protestant, 
says  Mrs.  Ratnam,  who  has  been  Council 
of  Churches’  president  for  six  years.  She 
said  roughly  half  of  the  Protestants 
belong  to  the  United  Church  of  South 
India  and  United  Church  of  North  India, 
which  takes  in  Presbyterians,  Congre- 
gationalists,  Anglican  and  British  Metho¬ 
dists. 

Among  independent  Protestant  groups 
are  Lutherans,  Baptists,  U.S.-affiliated 
Methodists,  Mennonites  and  Salvation 
Army. 

There  are  actually  more  Christians  in 
India  than  officially  counted,  says  Mrs. 
Ratnam.  "Many  Indians,  although  they 
believe  in  Christianity  and  owe  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Lord  Jesus  are  not  bap¬ 
tized;  they  think  they’ll  be  socially 
ostracized." 


Testimony  states  U.S.  defaults  in  Micronesia 


NEW  YORK  —  A  coalition  of  religious 
organizations  convened  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  recently  testified 
before  the  United  Nations  Trusteeship 
Council  that  the  United  States  has  not  ful¬ 
filled  its  obligations  to  its  Pacific  Island 
trust  territory  of  Micronesia. 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  Focus  on 
Micronesia  Coalition,  Dr.  Paul  R. 
Gregory,  Pacific  regional  secretary  for 
the  United  Church  Board  for  World 
Ministries,  told  the  international  body, 
“(No)  serious  student  of  U.S.-Micro- 
nesian  relations  could  conclude  that  the 
United  States  has  fulfilled  its  obligations 
to  promote  ...  the  advancement  of  the 
people  of  Micronesia.  In  fact,”  he  said, 
"the  United  States  has  contributed 
negatively .  .  .” 

A  collection  of  2,100  islands  with  about 
130,000  inhabitants,  Micronesia  had  been 

Book  Review 


administered  by  the  United  States  since 
World  War  II  under  the  eye  of  the  United 
Nations  Trusteeship  Council.  They  are 
part  of  those  Pacific  islands  to  be  viewed 
in  mission  studies  in  many  U.S.  churches 
during  the  coming  year. 

Micronesia  will  be  the  last  of  the  11 
trusteeships  established  by  the  United 
Nations  at  the  end  of  the  war  to  achieve 
self-government.  The  Pacific  Islands  of 
Micronesia  were  alone  in  being 
designated  a  “strategic  trust,”  giving 
the  U.S.  significantly  more  control  than 
other  nations  were  granted  over  their 
trust  territories. 

This  trust,  in  the  view  of  the  coalition, 
has  been  abused,  with  provisions  for  the 
strategic  interests  of  the  United  States 
coming  before  provisions  for  the  politi¬ 
cal,  economic,  social  and  educational 
advancement  of  the  people  of  Micronesia. 


Bible,  astronomy  combine 
for  contemporary  insight 


ASTRONOMY  IN  THE  BIBLE,  by 
Jpan  Andre  Moore.  Abingdon,  Nashville. 
lf6  pages.  $7.95 

(  By  MARY  BROOKE  CASAD 

::Amateur  astronomer  Joan  Andre 
Moore  successfully  combines  an 
introduction  to  the  ancient  science  of 
astronomy  and  a  new  method  of  Bible 
sflady  in  "Astronomy  in  the  Bible.” 
Young  readers  will  find  contemporary 
insights  in  the  study  of  these  two  subjects 
and  their  influence  upon  each  other. 

;The  stage  is  set  through  the 
introduction  of  primitive  tribes 
thousands-of  years  before  the  birth  of 
Christ  who  worshipped  the  sun,  moon 
and  stars  as  gods.  These  early  star¬ 
gazers  were  priests,  whose  religious 
duties  included  searching  the  heavens 
fbr  signs  in  an  attempt  to  predict  the 
ftiture. 

;  Tracing  the  important  advances  made 
during  the  Babylonian  era,  Mrs.  Moore 
sheds  new  light  on  astronomical  refer¬ 
ences  made  in  the  Bible.  Citing  Joel 
X 30,31  ("the  sun  shall  be  turned  into 
darkness  and  the  moon  into  blood,”)  she 


writes:  “When  you  know  that  the  writer 
is  describing  a  calamity  in  terms  of 
eclipses,  the  verses  become  clear. 
During  a  solar  eclipse  the  sun  does  turn 
dark.  During  a  lunar  eclipse  the  moon 
looks  blood  red.” 

The  book  devotes  chapters  to  the  sun, 
moon,  stars,  constellations  of  the  zodiac, 
as  well  as  special  stars  such  as  the 
Christmas  star.  Scripture  selections 
throughout  these  chapters  attest  to  the 
fact  that  the  Biblical  writers  were 
influenced  by  the  astronomers  of  their 
time.  Mrs.  Moore  explains  why  with 
accuracy,  but  also  with  intrigue. 

“Scientists  can  tell  us  what  a  celestial 
object  is,”  writes  Mrs.  Moore.  “But  no 
living  person  has  the  wisdom  to  fully 
explain  the  mysteries  of  the  universe.” 

“Astronomy  in  the  Bible”  is  written  for 
ages  12  and  up  and  is  illustrated  by  the 
author.  Church  school  teachers  may  find 
this  book  a  valuable  aid  in  introducing 
Bible  studies  with  a  unique  approach. 

Mary  Brooke  Casad  is  a  freelance 
reviewer  and  active  United  Methodist  of 
Grand  Prairie,  Tex. 


‘Theology  of  outer  space'  asks 
what  ethics  to  guide  exploration 


MELBOURNE,  Fla.  (ALC)  -  It’s  a 
Virtual  certainty  that  people  will  live  and 
work  in  space  —  perhaps  even  in  a 
reasonably  near  future.  And  when  they 
do,  a  host  of  theological  and  ethical 
questions  will  come  into  play.  Such  as: 
What  will  be  the  guiding  principles  for 
developing  satellite  colonies? 

These  and  other  questions  were 
discussed  here  at  a  three-day  symposium 
on  “The  theology  of  outer  space.”  The 
symposium  was  sponsored  by  The 
American  Lutheran  Church. 


Dr.  Hans  Schwarz,  professor  of 
theology  at  Regensburg,  West  Germany, 
presented  a  paper  on  "God’s  place  in  the 
space  age.”  “The  space  age  does  not 
necessitate  abandoning  our  Judeo- 
Christian  notion  of  God,”  he  said.  “It 
reminds  us,  however,  of  the  necessity  to 
reconceptualize  God’s  place  in  relation  to 
the  world  in  a  new  and  intelligible  way.  ” 
Medical  doctors  who  addressed  the 
symposium  said  they  expected  the  diffi¬ 
culties  some  astronauts  are  still  having 
with  space  sickness  and  other  short-term 
after-effects  will  be  solved. 


Find  books  in  Bible  here 

By  KAY  L.  HARVEY 

The  names  of  fifteen  books  of  the  Bible  are  hidden  in  the  following  paragraph. 
Can  you  find  them? 

Once  upon  a  time  a  remark  was  made  about  hidden  books  of  the  Bible.  It  was  a 
lulu;  kept  some  people  looking  so  hard  for  facts  and  studying  for  the  revelation, 
they  were  in  a  jam,  especially  since  the  books  were  not  capitalized.  But  the  truth 
finally  struck  numbers  of  our  readers.  To  others  it  was  a  real  job.  We  want  it  to  be 
a  most  fascinating  few  minutes  for  you.  Oh  yes,  there  will  be  some  that  are  not 
easy  to  spot.  Others  may  require  judges  to  make  a  decision.  We  must  also  admit  it 
usually  takes  a  minute  to  find  one  and  there  will  be  loud  lamentations  when  you  see 
how  simple  it  is.  One  little  lady  says  she  brews  coffee  while  she  searches  for  the 
right  books. 
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Farmers'  Almanac 


“The  fruits  of  (the  United  States’) 
negative  contributions  are  evident  today 
in  serious  social  problems  such  as 
unemployment,  youth  suicide,  alcohol 
abuse  and  violence,”  Dr.  Gregory  said. 
“We  are  deeply  distressed  at  the 
apparent  callousness  of  our  govern¬ 
ment’s  response  to  these  problems. 
Having  been  instrumental  in  creating 
them,  policymakers  wash  their  hands  of 
any  continuing  responsibility  to  deal  with 
these  problems  by  saying  that  the  Micro- 
nesians  are  now  self-governing.” 

As  part  of  the  move  toward  self- 
government,  each  of  the  Micronesia 
entities  now  has  a  government  in  place. 
But  the  coalition  says  that  "for  the 
United  States  to  shift  the  total  active 
responsibility  for  solving  these  problems 
to  the  new  governments  at  this  time 
under  an  appeal  to  ‘self-government’  is 
.  .  .unconscionable.” 


Of  particular  concern  to  the  religious 
coalition  is  what  it  believes  to  be  the 
failure  of  the  U.S.  to  help  prepare  the 
Micronesian  people  for  self-government 
especially  in  regard  to  the  Draft 
Compact  of  Free  Association  and  the 
subsidiary  agreements  which  will 
accompany  the  Compact.  These 
documents  will  specify  the  terms  under 
which  the  trusteeship  will  end.  Already 
initialed  by  U.S.  and  Micronesian 
negotiators,  they  will  need  to  be  accepted 
by  a  vote  of  the  Micronesians. 

Dr.  Gregory  pointed  out  that,  in 
response  to  UN  inquiries  about  “the  slow 
pace  of  the  political  education  program 
in  preparation  for  the  plebiscite,"  the 
U.S.  reports  that  the  Compact  has  been 
translated  into  the  local  languages. 

Dr.  Gregory  said,  "however  the  trans¬ 
lations  have  not  yet  reached  the  people  of 
Micronesia.” 


Livelier  singing  sought 


Notre  Dame  honors  Polish  leader  Walesa 

SOUTH  BEND,  Ind.  —  During  May  commencement  exercises  here,  the  Rev. 
Theodore  M.  Hesburgh,  president  of  the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  places  a 
ceremonial  hood  and  an  honorary  doctor  of  laws  degree,  on  an  empty  chair  draped 
with  the  Polish  flag  and  a  Solidarity  banner  —  honoring  “in  absentia”  labor  leader 
Lech  Walesa,  now  under  detention  in  Poland,  and  citing  him  for  qualities  that  embody 
"the  hope  of  his  people  for  a  better  life."  It  was  the  first  time  in  Notre  Dame’s  history 
that  a  degree  was  awarded  without  the  presence  of  the  recipient. 
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History  of  Hymns 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Holy,  holy,  holy!  Lord  God 
Almighty! 

Early  in  the  morning  our  song  shall 
rise  to  thee; 

Holy,  holy,  holy,  merciful  and 
mighty! 

God  in  three  persons,  blessed 
Trinity! 

Reginald  Heber,  who  wrote  these  lines 
was  born  into  a  family  of  wealth  and 
culture.  He  was  endowed  with  an  unusual 
memory  and  a  vivid  imagination,  both  of 
which  were  evident  at  an  early  age. 

In  the  long  winter  evenings  the  boys  in 
his  school  were  fascinated  by  his 
recitation  of  chivalrous  stories  or  ancient 
ballads,  or  some  wild  tales  partly  drawn 
from  books,  and  partly  from  his  own 
inventive  imagination. 

Following  his  graduation  from  Oxford 
University  in  1807,  he  took  holy  orders  in 
the  Church  of  England  and  became 
rector  of  his  father’s  church  in  the  small 
village  of  Hodnet  in  western  England. 

The  hymn  singing  was  poor  at  Hodnet, 
nothing  to  compare  with  the  singing  at 
Olney  where  John  Newton  had  been 
pastor.  Mr.  Heber  thought  that  copies  of 
Newton’s  "Olney  Hymns”  would  bring 


new  enthusiasm  to  the  singing 

For  his  weekly  services  at  Hodnet,  he 
followed  the  Anglican  Prayer  Book  and 
the  ecclesiastical  year,  but  he  could  not 
find  hymns  appropriate  to  the  Sundays  of 
the  year.  So,  he  solicited  new  hymns 
from  a  number  of  friends,  and  he  wrote 
some  himself. 

"Holy,  Holy,  Holy"  is  Mr.  Heber’s 
hymn  for  Trinity  Sunday,  which  occurs 
in  the  church  year  eight  weeks  after 
Easter. 

In  1823,  after  16  years  at  Hodnet,  he 
was  appointed  Bishop  of  Calcutta.  His 
diocese  included  most  of  India,  and  the 
distances  involved  in  his  travel  and  the 
climate  of  the  country  drained  his 
physical  strength.  He  died  in  India  at  the 
age  of  43,  after  three  short  but  effective 
years  of  service  there  for  the  Church  of 
England. 

The  tune  we  sing  to  these  words  was 
written  by  John  B.  Dykes,  noted  English 
composer.  He  published  it  in  1861, 
naming  it  "Nicaea”  in  recognition  of  the 
Council  of  Nicaea,  which  met  in  325  A.D. 

Sing  the  hymn  with  joyful  reverence 
and  awe. 

NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN: 

“Lead,  Kindly  Light ” 


Merchants  ready  souvenirs  for  Pope’s  visit 


LONDON  —  Smiling  young  merchants  unveil  T-shirts,  posters,  candles,  photos, 
sculptures,  balloons  and  jewelry  —  among  many  souvenirs  for  sale  during  the  visit  of 
Pope  John  Paul  II  to  Great  Britain  May  28  to  June  2.  The  marketing  was  supervised 
by  an  international  management  group  authorized  by  the  British  Catholic  Church. 
The  Pope’s  visit  was  nearly  upset  by  the  Falkland  Islands  crisis.  The  Pope  has 
promised  to  make  a  visit  to  Argentina  very  soon  to  calm  fears  he  is  taking  sides. 
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Moonie-owned  paper 
vows  its  independence 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  The  nation’s 
capital  is  no  longer  a  "one  newspaper 
town.” 

The  Washington  Times,  a  new  venture 
of  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon’s  Unifica¬ 
tion  Church,  went  on  sale  in  3,500  bright 
orange  vending  machines  here,  in  a  bid 
to  fill  the  “vacuum”  left  by  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Star’s  demise  last  August. 

Its  point  of  view,  in  the  words  of  editor 
and  publisher  James  R  Whelan,  is 
“conservative  —  a  conservatism  we 
believe  as  relevant  and  vital  to  the 
solution  of  man’s  problems  today  as  it 
was  in  the  mind  and  struggles  of  Edmund 
Burke  two  centuries  ago  when  he  forged 
what  we  believe  was  a  framework  of 
lasting  value  embracing  philosophy, 
morality  and  politics.  ” 

A  moral  vision  "that  our  planet  is  and 
ought  to  be  governed  ultimately  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  wishes  of  Almighty  God,  the 
Supreme  Authority”  also  will  inform  its 
editorial  content,  Mr.  Whelan  wrote  in  an 
open  letter  on  page  one  of  the  first  edition. 

But  despite  a  climate  of  conservatism 
in  the  capital,  some  observers  wondered 
how  the  paper  would  manage  to  succeed. 
John  Morton,  a  newspaper  stock  market 
analyst  quoted  by  tht  Times,  said, 
“Rightly  or  not,  the  Unification  Church  is 
not  well  thought  of  by  most  of  the  popu¬ 
lation. 

“It’s  going  to  be  perceived  as  a  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  church  even  if  it  produces, 
and  I  suspect  it  will,  a  respectable, 
neutral  editorial  product.” 

The  Holy  Spirit  Association  for  the  Uni¬ 
fication  of  World  Christianity,  as  Mr. 
Moon’s  church  is  known  formally,  irks 
many  for  saying  that  it  is  the  church 
Christ  has  chosen  to  complete  His  work 
in  the  world. 

Other  religious  groups  have  accused 


the  church  of  brainwashing  young 
recruits.  Recent  court  decisions  have 
given  the  church  the  right  to  be 
considered  a  religion  for  tax  purposes, 
but  Mr.  Moon  himself,  founder  of  the 
movement  in  Korea  28  years  ago,  has 
been  convicted  of  tax  evasion. 

As  for  the  paper’s  editorial  indepen¬ 
dence,  the  contracts  of  Mr.  Whelan  and 
others  protect  them  against  any 
interference  by  the  Unification  Church. 
He  alone  controls  editorial  content  of  the 
Times,  and  should  the  situation  change, 
he  said,  “I’ll  walk  out.” 

How  the  Times  handles  religious  news 
will  be  watched  also.  The  Times  has 
recruited  former  Star  religion  editor 
William  F.  Willoughby,  a  self-styled 
"evangelical  with  strong  social  action 
tendencies”  who  said  he  was  hired  be¬ 
cause  Unification  Church  leaders  "didn’t 
want  one  of  their  own  covering  religion .  ” 

The  veteran  writer  quit  the  Star  three 
years  ago  in  a  dispute  with  the  paper 
over  testifying  as  an  "expert  witness”  at 
an  extradition  hearing  for  Church  of 
Scientology  members  in  London. 

When  he  returned,  he  was  reassigned 
to  writing  obituaries  and  covering  the 
police  beat.  Citing  Mr.  Willoughby’s 
First  Amendment  right  to  free  speech, 
the  Washington-Baltimore  Newspaper 
Guild  took  his  case  to  court  and  won  "the 
largest  settlement  ever  awarded”  in  the 
area,  he  said. 

Though  he  said  he  cannot  "go  along 
with  the  implications”  of  Unification 
theology,  he  is  "not  antagonistic”  to  its 
rejection  of  “secular  humanism”  in 
society.  "They  and  I  believe  in  a 
religious  humanist  society  —  one  in 
which  man  is  not  the  measure  of  all 
things,  but  where  you  must  take  God  into 
account  in  building  society.” 


Dear  Deborah 

Newcomers  want  to  teach 


Dear  Deborah: 

We  are  haviig  a  rather  heated 
argument  in  our  church,  and  I  wonder 
what  you  think  about  the  matter.  We  are 
happy  to  have  a  number  of  new 
Christians  in  our  congregation  —  people 
who  have  had  no  contact  with  the  church 
at  all  until  recently.  They  are  extremely 
dedicated  and  enthusiastic  and  want  to 
participate  in  everything  —  including 
teaching  church  school. 

The  difference  of  opinion  arises  at 
whether  these  people  are  equipped  to 
teach  church  school.  They  admit  that  the 
Bible  is  new  to  them  and  that  they  are 
always  learning  new  things  about  it. 
Some  say  their  enthusiasm  will  be 
communicated  to  the  kids  and  any  lack  of 
knowledge  about  the  Bible  will  be  over¬ 
come  in  time. 

Others  say  they  should  have  a  long 
period  of  learning  themselves  —  that 
they  are  more  childish  than  the  children. 
What  do  you  think ? 

Joe 


Dear  Joe: 

First,  I  want  to  congratulate  your 
church  for  reaching  the  unchurched.  So 
many  churches  have  forgotten  somehow 
that  this  is  their  mission. 

There  is  truth  in  both  sides  of  this 
argument  but  then  I  remember  Paul  and 
thank  God  he  did  not  wait  for  years  of 
detailed  instruction  before  he  preached 
and  taught.  Christianity  is  first  caught, 
then  taught.  I  would  choose  excited 
dedicated  teachers  with  a  few  flaws  in 
their  knowledge  over  dull  or  bored  but 
well-informed  instructors. 

I  am  deeply  grateful  in  my  own  life  for 
the  excited  and  loving  teaching  of  some 
such  people  who,  for  the  life  of  them, 
could  not  have  explained  the  concept  of 
the  Trinity  or  the  meaning  of  Incarna¬ 
tion.  They  did  know  what  Christianity  is 
all  about:  loving  God  and  glorifying  Him 
forever. 

Readers  may  direct  their  questions  to 
"Dear  Deborah"  in  writing. 
Write:  “Dear  Deborah,”  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


Poem  of  the  Week 


Change  of  address 
By  M.  B.  McGUIRE 
Our  house  stands  naked,  empty. 

It  is  a  vacuum  of  vacancy. 

While  it  awaits  new  occupants, 
the  rooms  stare  as  I  weep. 

Mourning  is  a  luxury  I  can’t  afford. 


I  must  go  on.  There’s  work  to  do. 

A  house  is  a  haven,  but  a  change  of  address 
is  not  important  if  God  is  there. 

In  helping  others,  I’ll  find  happiness, 
for  I’ll  not  be  alone,  not  really. 

The  Holy  Spirit  will  comfort  me, 
and  contentment  will  return. 


P.O.  Box  2951 


Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821 


\e\ 


LMCF 


504-343-5788 


1-800-272-8188 


‘Celebrating  40  Years  of  Ministry’ 

From  the  Executive  Director  Conference  Leaders  Speak 


Greetings  to  the  people  in  Louisiana 
called  United  Methodists  and  in 
particular  to  those  meeting  in  the  12th 
.session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  our  desire  through  this 
means  to  share  information  and 
expressions. 

On  behalf  of  LMCF’s  Board  of 
Trustees,  Staff  and  friends,  let  me  first 
express  our  heartfelt  appreciation  not 
only  for  the  approximately  $14,000 


received  in  financial  contributions  from 
various  United  Methodist  Churches 
throughout  the  conference  during  our 
fiscal  year  1981,  but  also  for  the 
encouragement,  prayers,  support  and 
opportunities  to  serve.  In  particular,  we 
are  grateful  for  the  courtesies, 
graciousness  and  assistance  provided  by 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  and  his 
office. 

The  information  we  can  share  is 
limited  by  space  but  we  hope  that  it  will 

Programs 


be  helpful  for  many  in  their 
understanding  of  the  ministry  of  LMCF. 
We  also  are  pleased  to  share  the 
responses  and  comments  of  some  of  the 
many  who  know  and  recognize  the  efforts 
of  LMCF. 

We  earnestly  seek  your  prayers  and 
invite  your  suggestions  and  interactions 
with  the  ministries  that  we  seek  to 
provide. 

— Ken  Ward 


To  carry  out  its  objectives,  LMCF  has  developed  many 
programs.  Some  of  these  are  temporary  ones  designed  to  meet 
a  particular  need  or  request  for  assistance.  The  following  ones 


are  continuous  and  may  be  divided  into  five  main  areas  of 
Awards,  Educational  Legal  and  Legislative. 


The  Awards  Programs 


Throughout  its  40  year  history,  LMCF  has  often  undertaken 
the  task  of  calling  attention  to  issues  and  conditions  which 
were  unpleasant  and  negative.  The  Awards  Program  is  an 
attempt  by  the  leadership  of  LMCF  to  call  attention  to  some  of 
the  very  positive  accomplishments  of  people  who  like  LMCF 
are  working  to  create  a  more  positive  moral  climate  for  our 
state  and  nation. 

The  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.H.  Cain 
Law  Enforcement  Award 

Oftentimes  the  task  of  the  Law  enforcement  officer  is  a 
thankless  one.  One  of  the  founders  of  LMCF  was  for  years 
sheriff  of  Beauregard  Parish  and  his  wife  served  faithfully 
along  with  him  as  his  chief  officer  deputy.  Both  were  dedicated 
to  law  enforcement  and  to  their  church,  the  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  DeRidder,  La. 

The  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Cain  Law  Enforcement  Award  is 
designed  to  recognize  and  encourage  the  high  moral  principles 
so  needed  in  the  lives  of  people  who  enforce  the  law  in  our 
community  and  state. 


The  Awards  Program  is  primarily  divided  into  seven  areas. 
They  are  the  Educator  Award,  the  Law  Enforcement  Award, 
the  Outstanding  Christian  Businessman  Award,  the  Preaching 
Award,  and  the  Quarterly  Tribute  Awards.  Those  of  particular 
interest  to  United  Methodists  are  the  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon 
Preaching  Award  and  the  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Cain  Law 
Enforcement  Award 

Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon 
Preaching  Award 


Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  and  at  his  death  on  Jan. 
6, 1980,  was  President  Emeritus  of  the  Foundation. 

A  much  loved,  revered  and  gifted  preacher  of  the  United 
Methodist  church,  Dr.  Bowdon’s  sermons  often  proclaimed  a 
call  to  righteousness  and  moral  responsibility  to  all  Christians. 


“Congratulations  to  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation"  upon  40  years  of  service.  May  God 
continue  to  bless  and  use  you  as  you  seek  to  strengthen 
and  enrich  the  moral  life  of  all  our  citizens  in  this 
state." 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Resident  Bishop 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Louisiana  Area 

“LMCF  really  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  newly 
appointed  Legislative  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women.  We 
went  to  the  staff  seeking  information  —  with  no  real 
idea  of  what  we  wanted  or  needed.  Immediately,  their 
services,  both  monitoring  and  research  were  offered. 
With  the  help  of  LMCF,  the  committee  will  be  able  to 
help  our  entire  membership  become  aware  of  the  ways 
in  which  we,  as  concerned  Christian  women,  can 
become  involved  in  the  legislative  process  in  seeking  to 
monitor  moral  and  social  issues  about  —  and  for  — 
women,  children  and  families.  ” 

Marielouise  Alexander 
United  Methodist  Women 


“It  has  been  my  privilege  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  through  the 
past  25  years.  I  have  found  the  staff  to  be  available  and 
anxious  to  serve  all  levels  of  our  Conference  from  the 
local  church  to  our  Annual  Conference.  1  have  worked 
with  them  in  organizing  local  groups  with  moral  and 
civic  concerns.  Members  of  the  staff  have  supplied 
inspiring  leadership  to  schools,  church  congregations 


and  other  groups  concerned  with  moral  issues  They 
have  served  as  a  liaison  in  keeping  us  posted  on 
upcoming  legislative  bills  that  might  affect  the  moral 
standards  of  our  state.  I  commend  the  LMCF  for  their 
leadership  availability  and  working  relationship  in  our 
Conference.  I  appreciate  especially  the  close  ties  this 
group  has  of  similar  interests  and  efforts  without 
Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society  ." 

James  O.  Evans,  Chairperson 
Board  of  Church  and  Society 

"The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  has 
been  close  to  the  hearts  of  United  Methodists  from  its 
very  conception  and  as  an  active  layperson  I  am  proud 
that  we  have  been  active  participants  in  these  40  years 
of  service.  1  see  LMCF  as  offering  the  opportunity  for 
Christians,  individually  and  as  local  congregations,  to 
"act  out"  our  beliefs.  We  have  valuable  resources  at 
our  fingertips  to  equip  us  to  be  well  informed  citizens 
and  to  translate  our  concerns  into  Christian  actions 
addressing  the  many  complex  moral  issues  facing  us 
daily  in  our  communities  and  in  the  world." 

Amy  Ward.  Chairperson 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

"I  have  been  continually  impressed  by  the  number  of 
my  personal  acquaintances  in  the  State  Legislature 
and  Administration  who  say  that  they  have  used  your 
research  and  promotional  services  to  good  advantage, 
and  that  they  have  always  found  your  approach  to  be 
fair,  your  conclusions  sound  and  your  goals  consistent 
with  the  Christian  standards  of  life.  I  am  honored  to  be 


a  part  of  the  LMCF  and  congratulate  all  concerned  on 
the  observance  of  the  40th  anniversary  of  this 
program.  My  prayers  for  the  future  include  petitions 
for  the  influence  of  the  LMCF  in  building  a  Christian 
atmosphere  in  which  our  people  can  live  and  serve 
God,  while  enjoying  the  uncounted  blessings  of  His 
creation  in  our  fabulous  state.” 

D.  L.  McGuire,  District  Superintendent 
Monore  District 

"I  am  grateful  for  the  splendid  accomplishments  of 
the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  and  for  the 
privilege  of  giving  my  strong  support  to  the  work  being 
done.  The  capable  and  committed  leadership  of  LMCF 
is  very  much  in  evidence  when  the  remarkable  results 
are  considered.  TTie  organization  has  a  long  and 
meaningful  history  of  splendid  service  and  we  can  be 
assured  that  the  present  and  future  efforts  will  greatly 
strengthen  the  moral  and  spiritual  climate  of  our  state 
and  nation." 

Robert  L.  Peyton,  District  Superintendent 
Riston  District 

"The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation, 
through  its  most  capable  director,  Dr.  Ken  Ward,  and 
his  staff,  fulfills  an  ecumenical  role  that  enables  the 
churches  of  Louisiana  to  have  an  impact  on  the  state 
legislature,  thereby  exerting  influence  on  legislation 
affecting  the  lives  of  our  citizens.  The  Foundation  is  a 
vital  arm  of  the  churches  in  the  areas  of  social  issues, 
personal  and  public  morality." 

W.  D.  Boddie.  District  Superintendent 
New  Orleans/Slidell  District 


Organizational  Leaders  Speak 


i 

Michael  H.  O’Keefe: 

President  of  the  Senate 

"Congratulations  to  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  on  40  years  of  outstanding  leadership  to  our 
state.  Also,  to  Ken  Ward  for  his  devoted  years  of 
service.  In  my  opinion,  he  exercises  one  of  the  most 
positive  and  effective  influences  on  the  Louisiana 
Senate.  1  have  thoroughly  aijoyed  knowing  and 
working  with  him." 

John  J.  Hainkel,  Jr. 

Speaker  of  the  House 

"The  work  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  has  added  greatly  to  the  voice  of  those 
citizens  of  our  state  who  are  interested  in  integrity  and 
high  moral  purpose  in  government.  Those  of  us  who 
share  their  high  ethical  values  are  most  hopeful  that 
their  great  organization  will  continue  its  marvelous 
work  in  our  state  government. 

Edward  J.  Steimel.  President 
Louisiana  Association  of  Business  and  Industry 
"I  take  great  pleasure  in  wishing  the  Louisiana 


Dr.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon 


Education 


Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  happy  40th 
anniversary.  LABI  and  LMCF  have  worked  side  by 
side  on  many  issues  during  these  past  six  years.  It  has 
been  personally  rewarding  and  enlightening  to  work 
with  Ken  Ward  who,  in  my  opinion,  introduces  into  the 
Louisiana  Legislative  process  important  moral  and 
civic  considerations  which  without  his  presence  would 
go  unnoticed.  LMCF  supports  many  issues  that 
dramatically  and  positively  impact  the  rights  of  every 
citizen  who  actively  and  equally  participate  in  state 
government.  May  your  positive  influence  be  equally 
beneficial  in  the  future." 

Victor  Bussie,  President 
Louisiana  AFL-CIO 

"The  Louisiana  AFL-CIO  is  very  proud  to  join  with 
the  other  friends  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  Inc.,  to  commend  you  upon  your  40th  year 
of  working  for  the  people  of  our  state.  Your  efforts  on 
behalf  of  those  who  have  alcohol  and  drug  problems 
have  been  tremendous  and  have  helped  thousands  of 
our  young  men  and  women  to  overcome  their 


problems.  I  hope  you  will  continue  the  good  work  in  the 
future." 

E.  Pete  Adams.  Executive  Director 
Louisiana  District  Attorneys  Association 
“Over  the  past  six  years,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
working  closely  in  association  with  Ken  Ward  in  his 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  Inc  The  LMCF  serves  a  vital  and  useful 
purpose  before  the  Louisiana  Legislature  by  providing 
a  standard,  through  its  positions  on  selected  issues,  by 
which  lawmakers  can  be  assessed.  The  fact  that  there 
is  an  organization  which  assesses  issues  in  light  of  their 
moral  implications,  is  sufficient  to  provoke  considera¬ 
tions  and  debate  which,  hopefully,  make  for  better 
decisions." 

Jean  C.  Bell,  Executive  Director 
Louisiana  Sheriffs'  Association 
"I  have  had  a  personal  relationship  with  your 
foundation  and  the  Executive  Director  Ken  Ward.  Ken 
is  well  liked,  respected  and  a  potent  force  in  the 
legislature.  We  have  worked  well  together  on  many 
areas  of  common  interest." 


Board  Of  Trustees  from  Louisiana  Conference 


William  A.  Ford 


William  P.  Fraser 


Mrs.  Amy  Ward 


The  Educational  program  changes  from  year  to  year  as 
circumstances  and  needs  require  and  as  requests  for 
assistance  change.  Requests  for  assistance  take  LMCF  into 
churches,  civic  clubs,  colleges  and  universities,  industries, 
professional  organizations  and  schools  as  well  as  various  other 
groups.  This  program  has  received  national  and  state-wide 
recognition  and  literally  has  an  “open-door”  to  the  public 
schools  of  Louisiana.  Through  many  mediums  people  of  all 
ages  but  especially  young  people  are  helped  to  achieve 


attitudes  and  understanding  that  create  a  positive  moral 
lifestyle  of  achievements  and  happiness  without  drugs.  To 
accomplish  this  the  educational  program  makes  available 
speakers,  seminars,  films,  materials,  teaching  aids  and 
inspirational  programs.  In  addition  there  is  conducted  each 
year  a  Youth  Leadership  Institute,  and  during  the  school  year, 
a  Student  Abstinence  Essay  Contest  is  promoted.  The  LMCF 
Educational  Program  also  provides  a  reliable  source  of 
research  in  areas  that  relate  to  the  moral  issues. 


Legal 


Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie 


Robert  L.  Peyton 


The  legal  program  of  LMCF  makes  available  at  no  cost  to 
the  citizens  of  Louisiana,  a  modem  up-to-date  legal  library  for 
those  who  wish  to  know  the  legal  remedies  available  in 
confronting  moral  problems  in  their  community.  In  addition, 
LMCF  has  two  attorneys  who  carefully  review  the  research 
and  findings  of  the  staff  and  give  legal  direction  and 
consultation  to  all  activities  of  a  legal  nature.  Requests  for 
assistance  in  this  area  come  from  church  leaders,  elected 
officials,  and  concerned  citizens.  Perhaps  the  most  common 


requests  for  assistance  are  from  those  wanting  to  know  what 
remedies  the  law  provides,  those  needing  model  ordinances, 
and  those  who  want  assistance  in  organizing  to  bring  legal 
remedies  to  bear  on  their  particular  local  problems. 

It  is  hard,  of  course,  to  draw  definite  lines  between  the  legal 
and  other  programs  such  as  legislative  and  educational,  The 
legal  program,  however,  is  a  program  that  has  played  a 
distinctive  role  in  helping  to  meet  the  objectives  of  LMCF. 


The  legislative  program  does  not 
attempt  to  make  LMCF  a  broker  of 
influence  causing  people  to  quickly  and 
unquestioningly  respond  to  a  particular 
point  of  view.  It  does  seek  to  lead  people 
to  be  compassionate,  consistent, 
objective  and  honest  in  their  relationship 
to  government  and  its  elected  officials. 
Instead  of  asking  people  to  surrender 
their  individual  judgment,  the  legislative 
program  seeks  to  lead  citizens  to 
exercise  their  judgement  in  a  mature 
and  informed  fashion  and  to  take 
decisive  moral  action  in  the  context  of 
what  they  believe  to  be  right. 

To  assist  citizens  in  such  action,  LMCF 


Legislative 

monitors  all  legislative  proceedings 
making  extensive  use  of  private 
personalized  computer  services  in 
addition  to  on-site  monitoring  by  staff. 
Copies  of  particular  pieces  of  legislation, 
digests,  daily  journals,  calendars 
committee  agendas,  as  well  as  other 
information,  are  provided  upon  request. 
To  facilitate  these  requests  from 
throughout  the  state,  LMCF  provides  a 
toll-free  number,  1-800-272-8188. 

Training  is  also  available  for  those  who 
wish  to  involve  themselves  in  the 
legislative  process,  including  assistance 
in  the  drafting  of  legislation  on  moral 
issues. 


To  the  legislators  who  request 
assistance,  LMCF  provides  a  resource 
for  research  on  moral  issues  and  an 
honest  and  objective  opinion  as  to  what 
their  constituents  may  be  thinking 
concerning  a  particular  moral  issue.  An 
annual  survey  is  conducted  giving  people 
an  opportunity  to  express  their  feelings 
on  the  various  moral  issues. 

LMCF’s  legislative  program,  like 
many  of  its  other  programs,  is  unique  in 
that  it  seeks  primarily  to  play  the  role  of 
informing  and  equipping  citizens  in  order 
that  they  may  interact  with  their  state 
legislators  in  the  fashion  that  brings 
strength,  order  and  accountability  to  our 
system  of  government. 


Jitabr  of  fauimma* 


January  2,  1M3 


Dr.  Kan  Hard 
executive  Director 

Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 

Post  Office  Box  2951 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70621 

Dear  Ken: 

Ax  Governor  of  the  state  of  Louisiana,  I  am 
privileged  to  Join  the  Many  others  who  congratulate 
the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  on  the  oc¬ 
casion  of  Its  40th  Anniversary 

It  la  ay  understanding  that  the  Foundation  la 
looked  upon  with  respect  In  the  Louisiana  Legisla¬ 
ture,  and  that  you  have  earned  a  reputation  of  being 
persuaalve  on  isoral  Issues,  and  yet  open- alnded, 
courteous,  and  reasonable. 

Your  Influence  and  assistance  have  extended 
beyond  the  halls  of  the  legislature  Into  local 
governaent,  schools,  universities,  churches,  and 
practically  all  sections  of  our  society,  helping 
to  create  a  mote  positive  aoral  climate  for  i 


of  Louislai 


On  behalf  of  the  many  In  Loulaiana  who  have 
benefited  from  L.M.C.F.’s  contrlbutlona ,  «e  pause 
to  ssy  thank  you  and  to  pray  for  your  continued 


David  C.  Treen 


A  RESOLUTION 

To  extend  the  support  and  encouragement  of  the  Senate  of  the 
Legislature  of  Louisiana  to  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  in  its  Second  Annual  Youth  Leadership 
Institute. 

WHEREAS,  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  is 
presently  celebrating  its  40th  year  of  service  to  the  people  of 
Louisiana ;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civil  Foundation  has 
been  and  continues  to  be  a  very  positive  and  effective  influence 
on  the  Louisiana  Senate  and  through  its  educational  programs 
upon  the  youth  of  our  state;  and 
WHEREAS,  on  June  21  through  June  25, 1982,  the  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation  will  co-sponsor  with  Louisiana 
State  University  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  the 
Second  Annual  Youth  Leadership  Institute;  and 
WHEREAS,  the  worthy  objectives  of  this  institute  include 
that  of  increasing  the  youth’s  awareness  of  the  legislative  pro¬ 
cess. 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  Senate  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  that  the  Senate  shall 
again  cooperate  with  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foun¬ 
dation  in  this  endeavor  and  does  hereby  commend  the  foun¬ 
dation  for  its  interest  in  and  service  to  the  citizens  of  our  state. 


Major  General  Robert  G.  Ownby.  commander  of  the  Ninetieth  ARCOM, 
headquartered  in  San  Antonio.  Texas,  is  shown  pinning  the  full  colonel  insignia  on  Ch. 
Col.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  garrison  chaplain  for  the  4013th  U.S.  Army  Garrison  in  Bossier 
City. 

Ch.  Reed  is  in  his  twenty-sixth  year  of  Army  Reserve  Service,  starting  with  the 
Forty-ninth  Armored  Division  of  the  Texas  National  Guard  in  1957. 

A  graduate  of  The  Command  and  General  Staff  College,  in  Fort  Monmouth,  Reed  is 
the  supervising  chaplain  of  units  located  in  Louisiana  and  Texas. 
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Grand  opening  to  feature  service 
at  new  Area  Offices  headquarters 


Gov.  David  C.  Treen  will  be  on  hand  for 
the  Grand  Opening  of  the  Area  Offices 
June  19  and  20. 


Around  the  Conference 


Camphor  sponsors 
ministry  forum 


Jurisdiction  to  sponsor 
worship  workshop 


The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts  is 
sponsoring  a  summer  workshop  for  all 
persons  who  have  a  part  in  planning 
worship  in  the  local  church. 

This  workshop  will  be  held  on  the 
campus  of  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport,  La.  from  July  27  to  the  30. 

Clinicians  and  faculty  for  UPDATE  ’82 
will  include  Dr.  Horace  T.  Allen  Jr.,  a 
professor  at  Boston  University  and  a 
noted  authority  on  worship  and  liturgy. 

Also  teaching  will  be  Jane  Marshall, 
professor  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  and  well-known  conductor, 
composer  and  clinician. 

UPDATE  ’82  is  a  convocation  for  any 
persons  interested  in  creating  expressive 


worship  for  today’s  church.  There  will  be 
classes  offered  for  the  ministers  of  local 
churches,  as  well  as  choir  directors, 
organists  and  others  in  the  worship  work 
area. 

C.E.U.  credits  will  also  be  available. 

All  ministers  are  Risked  to  please  pass 
this  article  on  to  choir  directors, 
organists  and  worship  chairpersons. 

Please  encourage  their  attendance  at  a 
workshop  that  will  provide  further 
education  as  well  as  Christian  fellowship 
and  support. 

For  further  information,  contact  Gary 
Harms,  P.O.  Box  275,  Andover,  KS/67002 
or  Barbara  Rigney,  Music  Department, 
First  Methodist  Church,  Head  of  Texas 
Street,  Shreveport,  LA.  71101. 


Reed  promoted 
in  National  Guard 


Gov.  Treen  will  deliver  remarks  in  the 
Consecration  Ceremony  set  for  2  p.m. 
Saturday  at  the  new  structure  located  at 
527  North  Blvd.  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will 
deliver  the  consecration  message,  with 
J.  Luther  Jordan,  chairman  of  the 
building  committee,  also  delivering 
remarks.  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  will  be 
the  liturgist  for  the  ceremony. 


North  Boulevard  will  be  cordoned  off 
for  the  service  and  a  state-wide  choir  will 
sing  for  the  service. 

Visitors  from  other  areas  of  the 
connectional  United  Methodist  Church  as 
well  as  visiting  heads  of  other  religions 
will  be  at  the  service. 

Open  house  will  take  place  from  3  p.m. 
to  5  both  days,  with  staff  members 
available  for  information  about  the 
building. 


The  state-wide  choir  will  be  composed 
of  all  choir  members  in  attendance. 
Members  are  asked  to  bring  their  robes 
and  a  hymnal  and  to  meet  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  at  1  p.m.  Saturday. 
Red  will  be  the  liturgical  color  for  the 
service. 


■I 

The  Career  Counseling  and  Planning  Committee  sponsored  a 
forum  at  Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  on  the 
Theme  “The  Ministry,  a  helping  profession,  Try  it,  You  may 
like  it.” 

Participants  on  the  panel  were,  from  left,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Daniels  for  campus  ministry,  Dr.  Alridge  Atkins  for  music 
ministry,  the  Rev.  George  Calvin  for  pastoral  ministry,  Dr. 
Woodrow  Hearn  for  pastoral  ministry,  the  Rev.  Ken  Carol  for 
Christian  Education,  Dr.  Samuel  Walker,  director  of  special 
ministries  for  the  Conference,  and  Dr.  Matthew  Crawford, 
financial  secretary  for  Camphor  Church. 

Music  for  the  event  was  provided  by  the  Sanctuary  Choir. 
Hallique  Dawson  was  the  chairman  for  the  program  and  the 
Rev.  Calvin  is  the  pastor. 

Gonzales  building 
consecrated 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  led  consecration  services  for  the  present 
sanctuary  of  the  Gonzales  United  Methodist  Church. 

District  Superintendent  Kirby  Vining  was  also  in  attendance  for  the  service. 

The  chairman  of  the  administrative  board,  Richard  Morgan,  presented  the 
building  for  consecration. 

The  present  building  serves  as  a  sanctuary  until  the  permanent  structure  can 
be  built.  The  building  will  then  serve  as  a  recreational  hall,  just  as  it  did  for  the 
service,  doubling  as  a  serving  area  for  the  church  dinner  following  the  service. 

Pictured  at  the  dedication  are  the  ministers,  Administrative  Board  Chairman 
and  four  of  the  charter  members.  From  left,  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Wade,  Bishop 
Shamblin,  Josephine  G.  Andrews,  Ruth  Taylor,  the  Rev.  Vining,  Pansey 
Cambre,  John  Easterly  and  Chairman  Richard  Morgan. 


Wesley  carnival 
raises  $3,500 

Over  $3,500  was  raised  by  the  Wesley  United  Methodis.  Church  of  Sulphur 
during  the  Annual  Mission  Carnival. 

The  all-day  festival  featured  games  and  the  sale  of  crafts  and  food  items.  The 
money  raised  will  go  to  support  a  Methodist  Missionry  overseas  and  the  Spanish 
speaking  ministry  in  New  Orleans. 

Ruthann  and  Ivan  Smith  reigned  over  the  carnival  as  King  and  Queen.  They 
were  selected  from  the  various  Sunday  School  classes,  with  the  winners  being 
decided  by  the  class  which  raised  the  most  money  during  a  special  mission 
campaign.  Over  $600  was  generated  by  King  Ivan  and  Queen  Ruthann. 

Joni  Koonce  was  the  general  chairman  of  the  project,  with  Linda  Seabaugh 
and  Dianna  Guillory  as  assistants. 

The  Rev.  Rick  Hebert  is  pastor. 


The  three-story  structure,  designed  by 
Baton  Rouge  architect  William  J. 
Hughes  Jr.,  houses  the  offices  of  the 
resident  bishop,  the  director  of  financial 
affairs,  the  director  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  the 
director  of  program  for  the  Conference 


With  landscaping  just  beginning,  the  new  area  offices  still  have  the  majestic  oaks  of  North  Boulevard  to  frame  the  stately 
building.  Landscape  design  is  by  Dr.  Robert  Reich. 


Council  on  Ministries,  the  director  of 
Special  Ministries,  the  associate  director 
of  program  of  the  Council  on  Ministries 
and  the  Conference  youth  director. 

Also  housed  in  the  structure  are  the 
two  Baton  Rouge  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  the  conference  audio-visual 
library,  printing  facilities  and  The  Lou¬ 
isiana  United  Methodist. 

Aside  from  offices,  the  building 
contains  a  cabinet  room,  a  large  meeting 
room,  the  two  conference  computers  and 
the  Mary  Linn  Chapel. 

Construction  on  the  building  was  done 
by  Southern  Builders  and  was  completed 
in  late  April. 

The  building  is  designed  in  Louisiana 
Georgian,  a  style  prevalent  in  this  area. 
Aspects  of  the  building  and  the  style  copy 
the  Georgian  influence,  using  Louisiana 
materials. 

Accuracy  to  detail  follows  from  the 
outside  of  the  building  to  the  interior, 
with  furnishing  and  interior  design 


following  the  Louisiana  Georgian  style. 
Furnishings  were  done  by  Frost-Barber 
of  Baton  Rouge. 

The  building  and  furnishings  were 
completed  at  a  cost  of  right  at  $1  million 
dollars.  However,  this  was  done  with  no 
apportionments  to  the  individual 
churches. 

Landscaping  on  the  building  has  just 
begun,  with  Dr.  Robert  S.  Reich  as  the 
landscape  architect.  Dr.  Reich  is  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana  State 
University  faculty  in  the  landscape 
architecture  department. 

Access  to  the  building  from  south,  west 
or  east  of  Baton-Rouge  can  be  made  by 
taking  the  1-110  Business  District  route 
and  exiting  left  on  Convention  Street.  A 
left  on  Sixth  Street  will  give  access  to  the 
parking  area  behind  the  building. 

Coming  from  the  north  on  the  1-110 
Business  District  route,  exit  on  North 
Ninth  Street.  Follow  North  Ninth  to 
Convention  street,  taking  a  right.  A  left 
on  Sixth  Street  will  give  access  to  the 
parking  area  behind  the  building. 


The  Mary  Linn  Chapel,  located  on  the  Main  Floor  of  the  new  structure,  provides  a 
peaceful  setting  for  small  services  and  sacraments. 


Attention  retirees: 

I  am  interested  in  receiving  information  about  Retirees 
Events  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  for  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Name _ 

Address _ _ _ _ 

State _ _ _ Zip _ 

Clip  and  mail  to: 

Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce 
8035  E.  R.  L.  Thornton,  #408 
Dallas,  Texas  75228 
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‘New  image’  outlined,  exhibited 
by  mission  exec  is  encouraging 


More  positive  relationships  between 
different  levels  of  our  denomination  are 
likely  if  the  recent  “marching  orders” 
given  by  the  new  head  of  our  mission 
board’s  National  Division  are  carried 
out. 

The  new  leader,  the  Rev.  Rene 
Bideaux,  was  selected  for  the  post  in  part 
because  of  his  background  in  rural  and 
small  churches.  The  division  of  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  which  he  heads  has  an  annual 
budget  of  approximately  $17  million. 

Broadly  stated,  the  National  Division 
is  responsible  for  developing  and 
implementing  United  Methodism’s 
mission  outreach  strategy  within  the 
United  States  —  including  such  diverse 
tasks  as  operating  community  centers, 
developing  plans  for  church  extension, 
and  providing  staff  assistance  for  local 
church  fund-raising  campaigns. 

Mr.  Bideaux  was  quoted  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  mission  board’s  in-house 
newsletter  as  telling  his  executive  staff : 
“We  are  not  watered-down  humanists. 
We  are  a  profoundly  Christian 
community,  and  we  need  to  identify  who 
we  are.  We  seem  to  reject  certain  words 
like  ‘sin’  and  ‘salvation.’  We  can  do 
whole  papers  without  mentioning  the 
Christian  faith.  We  are  people  of  faith 
God  called  to  ministry  and  mission,  and 
we  shouldn’t  be  afraid  to  use  God- 
language  to  say  so.  If  our  constituency  is 
going  to  understand  and  trust  us,  they 
need  a  clear  image  of  who  we  are.” 

Mr.  Bideaux  also  showed  keen  insights 
into  some  problems  carried  over  from 
the  mission  agency’s  recent  past.  After 
indicating  that  the  agency  will  willingly 
make  known  all  groups  to  which  it 
relates,  he  said:  “The  National  Division 
has  good  linkages  with  specialized 
constituencies,  and  some  are  related  to 
the  church  tangentially  —  caucuses, 
networks,  linkages.  Not  to  say  that  they 
are  unimportant,  because  they  are  very 
important,  but  we  don’t  always  make  the 
same  kinds  of  connection  with  local 
congregations.’’ 

Following  that  latter  comment,  he 
dealt  directly  with  the  “image”  problem 
of  old  by  indicating  that  the  National 
Division’s  executives  will  be  making 
regular  visits  in  order  to  understand  the 
needs  and  concerns  of  annual 


conferences  and  local  churches.  He 
added:  “The  National  Division  exists  to 
empower  the  local  church  to  be  in 
mission.  I  firmly  believe  that  our 
spiritual  health  is  the  measure  of  our 
strength  in  mission,  that  spirituality  and 
mission  are  two  sides  of  die  same  coin. 
We  need  to  be  ‘imaged’  in  that  clear 
direction." 

Revelations  during  recent  weeks 
concerning  the  National  Division’s 
involvement  in  a  controversial  criminal 
Case  in  Mississippi  (see  UMR  May  28, 
June  4  and  this  issue)  have  provided  the 
first  concrete  test  of  Mr.  Bideaux’s  stated 
resolve.  Among  other  things,  he  flew  to 
Mississippi  for  a  personal  meeting  with 
local  church  and  conference  officials 
with  whom  the  national  mission  agency’s 
staff  failed  to  consult  properly  prior  to 
becoming  involved.  He  apologized  for 
that  offense,  with  the  explicit  backing  of 
Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
He  promised  to  investigate  other  alleged 
improper  actions  and  statements  by 
members  of  the  National  Division  staff. 
And  he  devoted  a  major  part  of  the 
following  week  to  the  compilation  and 
distribution  of  a  packet  of  materials 
seeking  to  interpret  National  Division 
actions  and  intentions,  and  what  may  be 
expected  in  the  future.  Those  materials 
sought  to  reaffirm  in  a  balanced  manner 
the  National  Division’s  intention  to  be 
more  responsive  to  grassroots  concerns, 
while  maintaining  its  commitment  to 
social  justice  advocacy. 

Among  “grassroots”  members  of  the 
church,  the  agency  Mr.  Bideaux  heads 
has  tended  either  to  be  unheard  of,  or  to 
be  known  in  less  than  the  best  light  — 
with  the  Mississippi  controversy  serving 
only  as  the  latest  example  of  the  latter. 
We  are  confident  that  the  leaders  and 
members  of  35, 000- plus  United  Methodist 
local  congregations  will  welcome  —  as 
we  do  —  Mr.  Bideaux’s  stated  intention 
to  create  a  new  image  which  places  the 
relationship  between  the  mission  board's 
National  Division  and  local  church  needs 
and  concerns  in  the  forefront.  And 
recognizing  the  difficulty  of  producing 
changes  in  long-standing  attitudes  and 
patterns  of  action,  we  should  be  patient  if 
the  changes  promised  by  Mr.  Bideaux  do 
not  occur  smoothly  and  all  at  once. 


‘Church’s  Presence’  at  World  Fair: 
Excellent  model  of  public  witness 


We  are  thankful  that  the  Christian  faith 
is  vigorously  and  visibly  “on  display" 
along  with  the  other  exhibits  at  the  1982 
World’s  Fair  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee 
(see  UMR,  June  4).  We  are  even  more 
grateful  that  our  faith  is  not  represented 
there  merely  as  one  novelty  alongside 
many  others,  but  as  a  witness  to  the  way 
in  which  authentic  faith  moves  out  of  the 
sanctuary  to  intersect  with,  and 
influence,  life  in  the  world. 

There  are  four  exhibits  at  the  World’s 
Fair  which  stand  as  explicit  expressions 
of  faith.  Three  of  them  represent  the 
efforts  of  individual  denominations  —  the 
Southern  Baptists,  the  Churches  of 
Christ,  and  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists. 
The  fourth  and  most  dramatic  of  the 
“Christian  exhibits”  is  called  “The 
Church’s  Presence,”  and  is  the 
cooperative  expression  of  16 
denominations  —  including  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“The  Church’s  Presence”  offers  an 
especially  apt  example  of  how  the  church 
is  to  be  “in  the  world,  but  not  of  the 
world.”  With  its  electronically  produced 
sounds  and  dazzling  lights,  “The 
Church’s  Presence”  is  integrally 
relevant  to  the  overall  theme  of  the  fair: 
“Energy  Turns  the  World.”  Its  message, 
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Here  I  Stand 

Attitude  and  life-style  change  is 
one  way  of  dealing  with  poverty 


JUNE  11,  1982  ' 


Lawrence  Brown 


By  LAWRENCE  ANTHONY  BROWN 

The  problem  of  poverty  around  the 
world  is  becoming  more  and  more 
alarming.  It  is  poverty  —  individual  and 
national  —  more  than  anything  else  that 
threatens  us  with  war.  For  this  and  many 
other  reasons,  heads  of  government  as 
well  as  heads  of  churches  are  becoming 
more  and  more  concerned. 

Most  of  us  little  people  are  concerned 
too,  but  most  of  us  have  thought  there  is 
little  we  can  do.  The  problem  is  too  big, 
too  complicated  and  too  far  away.  Most 
of  us  don’t  want  to  get  involved  with 
movements  that  generate  hate  and 
violence.  The  millions  who  died  in  China 
are  too  many.  We  were  glad  to  get  out  of 
Vietnam.  Now  we  are  worried  about  El 
Salvador  and  the  Falkland  Islands. 

The  problem  in  El  Salvador  is  that  we 
are  30  years  too  late  and  on  the  wrong 
side.  We  turned  the  poor  over  to  the 
communists.  Now  our  feeble  efforts 
toward  justice,  human  rights  and 
economic  reforms  are  of  little  value 
because  we  have,  as  a  nation,  always 
been  looking  after  our  national  interest 
which  often  meant  the  exploitation  of 
those  who  were  not  strong  enough  to 
defend  their  national  interests. 


I  think  it  is  time  for  us  “little  people”  to 
stop  thinking  that  we  cannot  do  anything. 
In  fact  I  think  there  is  something  very 
important  that  we  can  do  if  we  have  the 
wiU.  Between  the  big  things  we  cannot 
do,  and  the  little  things  we  do  not  do,  is 
the  danger  of  doing  nothing. 

Begin  with  change  of  attitude 

What  we  can  do  deals  with  the  roots  of 
our  problem  —  human  greed,  vanity, 
social  pressures  and  selfish  ambition. 
Jesus  said  that  the  way  to  find  life  is  to 
lose  oneself.  The  way  to  be  great  is  to 
serve.  The  way  to  get,  in  the  long  run,  is 
to  give. 

So  we  must  begin  with  a  change  of 
attitude  —  including  the  repudiation  of 
greed,  vanity,  social  pressures  and 
selfish  ambition.  Many  already  give  lip- 
service  to  this.  We  have  yet  to  see  how 
many  really  do  it.  More  than  we  want  to 
admit,  we  are  trying  to  keep  up  with  “the 
Joneses,”  and  they  are  the  richer  people 
around  us.  But  Paul  said  to  the  Romans: 
“Be  not  conformed  to  this  world  view, 
but  be  transformed  by  the  renewing  of 
your  mind.”  So  our  first  step  is  a  whole 
new  frame  of  mind. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Those  persons  with  greatest  problems 
often  are  ‘most  cheerful  and  accepting’ 


however,  does  not  lead  one  in  even  subtle 
ways  to  worship  human  technology. 
Rather  it  seeks  to  dramatize  the  place  of 
human  life  in  the  whole  of  God’s  creative 
plan,  and  to  depict  the  most  meaningful 
expression  of  life  to  be  that  of  using  our 
energy  in  service  to  others  in  the  name  of 
Christ. 

Hence,  “The  Church’s  Presence”  and 
the  other  Christian  exhibits  at  the 
World’s  Fair  serve  not  only  as  witnesses 
to  our  faith,  but  as  enlightened  forms  of 
evangelism.  In  varying  degrees,  they  are 
late-20th  century  examples  of  Christians 
going  out  into  the  “highways  and 
byways”  with  the  message  of  Christ,  and 
presenting  that  message  in  such  a 
compelling  way  that  others  will  want  to 
identify  with  it. 

Believers  who  witness  “The  Church’s 
Presence”  will  find  their  faith 
strengthened  and  expanded.  Even  those 
who  are  not  persuaded  to  become  active 
followers  of  Christ  will  be  enriched  by 
their  exposure  to  this  representation  of 
the  Christian  view  of  life. 

If  you  plan  to  attend  the  1982  World’s 
Fair  in  Knoxville,  you  should  make 
certain  to  include  seeing  the  Christian 
exhibits,  and  especially  “The  Church’s 
Presence.” 

If  you  know  other  persons  who  are 
going  to  the  fair,  you  should  encourage 
them  to  include  these  exhibits  in  their 
planning,  and  then  discuss  their 
reactions  to  them  when  they  return. 

Of  equal  pr  even  greater  importance, 
however,  is  that  we  should  recognize  in 
"The  Church’s  Presence”  a  unique 
model  for  witnessing  to  our  faith  in  the 
world  during  the  years  ahead.  There  is 
no  reason  why  groups  of  Christian 
congregations  could  not  join  in  the 
development  and  sponsorship  of  similar 
types  of  public  witness  at  regional  fairs, 
conventions,  or  other  public  gatherings. 
While  most  groups  could  not  duplicate 
the  sophistication  and  budget  of  “The 
Church’s  Presence,”  that  exhibit’s 
general  rationale  for  Christian 
witnessing  could  be  readily  and 
effectively  emulated  in  a  wide  variety  of 
settings. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  comment  on  the 
beautiful  “My  Witness”  article  by  Billy 
Sistrunk  in  the  May  14  Reporter.  His 
witness  brought  tears  to  my  eyes,  as  I’m 
sure  it  has  to  many  who  read  his 
testimony. 

How  wonderful  that  a  person  in  his 
condition,  and  facing  what  he  has  to  face 

—  multiple  sclerosis,  a  (so  far)  incurable 
disease,  can  live  with  the  strength  of  will 
and  the  purpose  in  life  —  and  the  joy  that 
he  is  showing. 

I  do  volunteer  work  at  a  convalescent 
home,  and  have  so  long  observed  that  it 
all  depends  on  the  spirit  and  the  faith 
within,  as  to  how  a  person  takes  what 
comes  in  life. 

So  often  the  people  who  have  nothing 
(or  very  little)  physically  wrong  are  the 
most  complaining  and  the  most  unhappy 

—  and  those  who  have  really  serious 
physical  problems  and  suffering  and 
pain,  many  of  them  hopelessly  ill,  are  the 
ones  who  are  the  most  cheerful  and 
accepting.  They  are  the  people  who,  as 
my  pastor  once  said  in  the  pulpit,  after 
visiting  one  of  our  church  members 
hopelessly  ill  in  a  convalescent  home, 
“She  cheers  me  up!” 

Thank  you,  Billy  Sistrunk,  for  your 
enduring  testimony.  If  only  there  were  a 
way  to  imbue  all  unhappy  people  with 
your  beautiful  faith! 

Dorothy  Tyrrel 
Oakland,  California 

Mr.  Mikkelsen’s  claims 
not  only  interpretation 

To  the  Editor  : 

I  don’t  like  giving  rebuttals,  but  after 
reading  some  of  the  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  in  UMR’s  May  14  issue,  I  found 
myself  bewildered. 

If  Mr.  John  Mikkelsen  was  inferring 
that  he  was  responsible  for  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  1976  General  Conference 
and  reaffirmed  by  the  1980  General 
Conference,  regarding  homosexuality, 
and,  therefore,  is  the  one  who  has  the 
right  to  interpret  its  meaning  and  justify 
the  action  of  Bishop  Wheatley,  then  this 
is  quite  an  impudent  statement. 

I  was  a  delegate  to  the  1976  General 
Conference  where  this  issue  was 
discussed  at  great  length.  There  were 
many  petitions  that  came  from 
individuals,  congregations  and  annual 
conferences,  stating  opposition  to 
homosexual  acts  as  being  acceptable  and 
permissible  by  the  church.  At  no  time 
was  there  any  thought  in  my  mind,  or  in 
the  minds  of  hundreds  of  persons  whom  I 
know,  that  would  water  down  the  action 
of  the  General  Conference  to  agree  with 
Mr.  Mikkelsen’s  interpretation. 

It  also  was  interesting  to  read  letters 
which  dismiss  homosexuality  on  the 
basis  that  there  are  those  who  engage  in 
other  sinful  acts  which  are  unacceptable 
to  the  church.  The  logic  seems  to  be: 
“One  sin  justifies  another  sin.”  In 
answer  to  the  question  as  to  why  people 
are  not  concerned  about  other  sins:  I 
think  they  are.  For  example:  I  am 
positive  that  if  any  group  came  to  the 

My  Witness 


General  Conference,  as  the  Homosexual 
Caucus  did,  and  asked  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  alter  its  position  on 
adultery  so  as  to  make  it  permissible  to 
practice  adultery  with  the  church’s 
approval,  there  would  be  another  deluge 
of  petitions  calling  the  church  to  be  true 
to  the  Scriptures  and  her  theology  of  life. 
The  same  would  be  true  of  other  acts 
which  are  incompatible  with  and 
contrary  to  the  Scriptures. 

At  one  point  I  found  agreement  with 
Mr.  Mikkelsen:  “Let’s  get  on  with  other 
issues."  We  can  if  all  will  live  up  to  the 
pronouncements  of  the  church  as  based 
on  the  truth  of  God  Is  Word. 

A.  L.  Keller 

Clemson,  South  Carolina 

UMR  typo  suspected 

To  the  Editor: 

Joseph  Mitchell’s  corrective  of 
Methodist  investigations  (May  21)  was 
instructive.  But  surely  it  was  your  typo 
and  not  his  lack  of  accuracy  that 
misspelled  the  surname  of  Boston’s 
“Father  of  Personalism.”  It  was 
“Bowne,”  not  “Browne.”  However,  it 
was  a  good  article.  ArtAckenbom 
Lone  Oak,  Texas 

Joseph  Mitchell  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

Joseph  Mitchell  is  so  careful  a 
historian  that  the  error  in  his  sentence 
seeking  to  correct  the  errors  of  others 
(see  UMR,  May  21)  is  almost  certainly 
the  error  of  your  typesetter  or 
proofreader.  Borden  Parker  Bowne 
(neither  Bound  nor  Browne)  is  the  correct 
name  of  the  distinguished  professor  at 
Boston  University,  who  died  in  1910. 

Jameson  Jones 

Durham,  North  Carolina 

Editor’s  Note:  The  Reporter  regrets 
having  compounded  the  confusion  over 
Prof.  Browne’s  name  by  an  unfortunate 
typo  which  also  slipped  past  the  watchful 
eyes  of  our  proofreaders.  Dr.  Mitchell’s 
copy  was  accurate  when  submitted.  We 
regret  this  error  and  appreciate  those 
who  have  called  it  to  our  attention. 

Pro-arms  buildup 

letters  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

The  May  7  issue  of  the  Reporter 
contained  many  letters  in  response  to 
your  editorial  about  the  nuclear  arms 
race.  Mr.  G.  Russell  Evans  quotes 
several  Scriptures  as  supporting  war  as 
a  necessary  way  of  human  life. 

Ecclesiastes  3:8  does  say  there  is  a 
“time  for  war,  and  a  time  for  peace.”  We 
have  had  a  time  of  war.  This  is  the  time 
for  the  followers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  to 
renounce  war  as  a  way  of  life. 

Since  we  are  a  part  of  the  Messianic 
age  which  Isaiah  saw  coming  in  Christ, 
now  is  the  time  to  beat  our  swords  into 
plowshares  and  our  spears  into  pruning 
hooks,  especially  in  light  of  the  hunger 
situation  in  our  world.  Mr.  Evans  fails  to 
continue  Jesus’  statement  in  Matthew 
26:52  which  reads,  “for  all  who  take  the 
sword  will  perish  by  the  sword.” 


The  Holy  Bible  and  a  rationale  for  belief 


By  LORIN  J.  KENDALL 

I  believe  that  I  have  learned  most  frorti 
experiences  —  my  own  and  others, 
personal  history  and  recorded  history. 

I  believe  that  what  makes  a  person  — 
“what”  they  are  —  is  “what”  they  think. 
Our  thoughts  control  our  actions. 

I  believe  that  “what”  I  am  is  much 
more  important  than  “who”  I,  or  others, 
think  that  I  am. 

I  believe  that  I  can  control  my  destiny 
by  my  thoughts  which  in  turn  control  my 
actions.  The  thoughts  and/or  actions  of 
others  may  alter,  delay,  and  possibly 
terminate  my  journey  through  life,  but 
will  not  change  my  destiny. 

I  believe  that  my  selection  or  control  of 
my  thoughts  and  destiny  is  guided  by  my 
faith,  my  memory,  my  conscience,  and 
my  experiences  which  also  give 
background  to  what  I  believe.  Thus  the 
circle  is  more  or  less  complete. 


I  believe  that  the  Holy  Bible,  in  its 
lowest  acceptance,  is  history.  It  is  also, 
in  its  highest  acceptance  the  Word  of 
God. 

I  believe  that  “what  and  how”  we  think 
controls  or  makes  us  family  —  a  group  of 
people  with  like  desires  and  goals  in  life. 
I  believe  that  we  individually  and 
collectively  have  the  ability  to  select 
and/or  control,  (what,  when,  where, 
why)  the  thoughts  that  we  desire  which 
eventually  take  us  through  life  to  our 
individual  destiny. 

The  Bible  as  “history”  tells  us  the 
mistakes  people  have  made  and  the 
results  of  those  mistakes.  Should  we  not 
pause,  consider,  and  reflect  upon  the 
possible  results  —  if  we  make  the  same 
mistakes. 

The  Holy  Bible  as  the  “Word  of  God” 
tells  us  what  we  should  think  and  do  and 
what  our  rewards  will  be.  Therefore  if  we 


Mr.  Ray  Smith  seems  to  say  that 
persons  who  advocate  a  renunciation  of 
war  are  not  facing  reality.  Persons  who 
advocate  disarmament  may  be  more  in 
touch  with  reality  than  any  other 
persons.  It  is  also  the  more  courageous 
stance  in  light  of  the  political  and 
nationalistic  climate  of  the  church  and 
the  world. 

Both  Mr.  Evans  and  Mr.  Smith  seem  to 
believe  that  strength  deters  war,  and 
that  security  lies  in  the  number  of 
warheads  we  have.  I  would  refer  all 
readers  to  Isaiah  31:1-5.  God  is  our 
security.  Second,  strength  does  not  deter 
war.  Great  Britain  and  Germany  were 
among  the  strongest  nations  of  the  world 
in  1914.  They  battled  each  other  to 
exhaustion  in  two  world  wars. 

My  prayer  is  that  Christians  all  over 
the  world  will  influence  their  govern¬ 
ments  to  renounce  all  forms  of  violence. 

Michael  Toland 
Houston,  Texas 
An  alternate  approach  for 
forUMC’s  TV  ministry 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  reports  on  United  Methodism’s 
fund  drive  for  a  “National  TV  Presence 
and  Ministry”  for  our  church  paint  a 
dismal  picture  —  failure. 

As  a  professor  of  mass  communica¬ 
tions  in  a  state  college,  as  well  as  a  life¬ 
long  member  of  our  church,  I  suggest  we 
produce  a  weekly,  syndicated  show  in 
much  the  same  way  as  Lawrence  Welk 
has  done  so  successfully  the  past  10 
years.  The  commercials  pay  for  the  air 
time  and  production  costs,  and  provide 
something  for  Mr.  Welk.  The  program  is 
run  by  each  station  at  a  time  of  its  choos¬ 
ing.  Of  course,  the  program  has  to  be  good 
or  local  stations  will  not  run  it. 

This  approach  would  not  require  a  $25 
million  campaign  fund  —  just  some 
money  for  start  up  costs. 

K.  Henry  Koestline 
Bradenton,  Florida 
Nestle  boycott  will 
fulfill  its  purpose 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  headlined  “Voluntary 
responsiveness  to  ethical  concerns  by 
business  welcomed”  (see  UMR,  May  21) 
praising  “voluntary  responsiveness”  by 
Nestle  is  helpful  but  it  fails  to  recognize  a 
very  important  point.  It  is  extremely 
doubtful  that  Nestle  would  have  changed 
their  actions  without  the  boycott  and  the 
increasing  participation  in  the  boycott. 

You  are  quite  correct  in  noting  that  the 
credibility  of  the  Nestle  “complaint 
committee”  is  yet  to  be  established.  I 
hope  it  will  be  established,  and  that  other 
companies  will  adhere  to  the  World 
Health  Organization’s  Code  for 
Marketing  Infant  Formula. 

When  that  happens,  I  think  the  boycott 
will  have  fulfilled  a  very  useful  and 
ethical  purpose.  _  ,  _  _ 

Robert  O.  Cooper 
Dallas,  Texas 


But  attitudes  and  words,  like  faith,  are , 
dead  without  actions.  And  this  brings  us., 
to  a  necessary  second  step:  adopting  a 
simpler  life-style.  There  are  lots  of  things  . 
we  can  do  without  and  maybe  even  be 
healthier  and  happier.  I  am  not 
suggesting  poverty,  nor  asceticism,  nor ; 
even  refusing  a  good  salary  if  we  have 
the  capacity  to  earn  it.  Nor  am  lv 
suggesting  that  we  bring  all  persons;, 
down  to  a  single  level.  Rather  I  anr 
suggesting  that  each  one  person,  and 
each  family,  make  a  conscious  decision 
between  self  and  God  to  step  down  — ; 
without  looking  to  others  or  judging-' 
others.  When  we  begin  to  do  this  we  will 
see  again  how  much  we  are  tied  to. 
material  things  and  social  prestige.  The 
cross  was  not  easy  for  Jesus  either,  but 
He  took  it  “for  the  joy  that  was  set  before 
Him.”  _ _ 

We  must  share  of  ourself 

But  let  us  go  on.  Living  a  simpler  life¬ 
style  by  itself  may  help  bring  down- 
inflation  and  a  number  of  other  things 
but  it  is  not  enough.  In  fact,  if  we 
continue  only  on  this  level  we  may  end  up 
just  storing  up  more  treasures  on  earth. 
So  we  come  to  a  third  step:  Sharing,  even 
of  our  poverty,  if  such  be  the  case,  with 
others  in  need.  I  believe  the  treasures  in 
heaven  which  Jesus  wanted  us  to  store  up 
are  justice,  mercy  and  faith  (Matt.  23:23) 
The  way  to  get,  in  the  long  run,  is  to  give. 
The  way  to  be  loved  is  to  love.  But  love 
also,  without  works,  is  dead. 

So  we  must  share,  not  only  of  our 
material  goods,  for  man  does  not  live  by 
bread  alone,  but  of  our  time,  talents, 
faith,  etc.  It  might  mean  giving  a  second 
tithe,  or  just  a  bowl  of  rice  to  someone  in 
need.  It  might  mean  giving  up  an  extra 
job  in  the  family  so  that  someone  else  can  ‘ 
have  a  job.  It  may  mean  giving  up  an  ' 
afternoon  tea,  or  an  outing,  in  order  to  ' 
take  time  to  help  someone  who  is  “down 
and  out,”  teaching  a  profession,  helping  ' 
get  a  job,  etc.  And  it  may  mean  taking 
more  time  with  your  own  family.  There  ' 
are  many  ways  to  share.  We  may  first ' 
think  it  is  a  sacrifice,  but  then  we  will.- 
discover  that  we  are  just  beginning  to.' 
live. 

Call  for  simple  living 

The  fourth  step  is  testimony.  Many 
already  live  simply  but  keep  it  to 
themselves.  I  believe  it  is  time  to  stand 
up  and  be  counted,  to  be  evangelists  for 
simple  living.  If  we  are  millions,  we  can 
influence  public  opinion  which  in  today’s 
world  is  a  great  force. 

I  am  not  saying  that  this  is  all  the 
Christian  gospel  has  to  offer.  But  I  am 
saying  that  it  is  part  of  the  “good  news.” 

It  is  not  over  and  against  other  aspects, 
but  a  part  of  them.  I  am  sure  this  will 
deepen  our  spiritual  lives  and  give  more 
content  to  our  evangelism. 

It  is  an  option  that  all  can  partake  of  — 
rich  and  poor.  So  let  us  stand  up  and  be 
counted.  It  may  not  be  all  the  answer  but 
I  am  convinced  that  it  is  an  integral  and 
necessary  part  of  the  answer.  So  send  in 
your  names  and  addresses  and  let’s  form 
a  fellowship  of  right  thinking,  simple 
living  and  giving.  And  let  our  lights  shine 
that  all  who  are  in  the  world  may  see  and 
believe  and  experiment  the  way  that  will 
help  us  solve  our  problem  of  hunger  and 
strife  throughout  the  world. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Anthony 
Brown,  is  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin 
Annual  Conference  and  the  VI  region  in 
Ponta  Grossa,  PR,  Brazil. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222.  , 
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practice  the  same  virtues  as  people  have 
in  the  past,  are  we  not  likely  to  receive 
the  same  rewards? 

My  (nearly)  three  score  and  10  years 
have  taught  me: 

“Honestly  is  the  best  policy.” 

“Knowledge  of  truth  is  what  makes  for 
freedom.” 

“Love  is  the  only  thing  that,  when 
given  —  it  is  returned  multiplied  in  many 
ways  and  times.” 

Believing  this  is  why  I  am  a  believer. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  Lor  in  J. 
Kendall  of  Greeley,  Colorado. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


CLASS 

FIED 

NEEDED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  or  Minister  of 
Christian  Education.  Immediate  employment  at 
2.275-member  UM  church,  Newark,  Delaware.  Send 
resume  and  request  for  further  information  to:  Mrs. 

J.  G.  Woolfolk,  507  Windsor  Dr..  Newark.  DE  19711. 

MATURE  SINGLE  LADY  for  live-in  Associate 
Executive  Director  of  unique  ladies  retirement 
home.  Meals,  apartment,  salary.  Send  resume  and 
inquiry  to  P.O.  Box  716,  Lubbock,  TX  79408.  j 

FULL  TIME  CLERGY  or  lay  person,  youth  and 
general  responsibilities.  University  town  near  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  P.O. 
Box  888,  Denton,  TX,  76201.  Phone:  (817  )  382-5478. 

AVAILABLE:  CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR, 
Certified  Lay  Speaker.  Asst,  to  the  Pastor,  Bible 
Teacher  and  PR  specialist.  Will  relocate  or  travel. 
Reply:  Hard.  Box  207.  St.  Louis.  MO  63166,  for 

WORLD'S  FAIR  VISITORS  avoid  hassle,  save;  stay 
beautiful  Smokies,  commute  (shuttle  bus 
convenient).  Completely  furnished  twin  efficiencies 
$40;  full  apartment  (2  twins)  #5.  (704  )  627-6067,  Box 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28706;  Clayton  Calhoun, 
Smoky  Mountain  Center  for  Independent  Studies. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  Garden  Villas  United 
Methodist  Church.  Houston.  Texas.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Mrs.  Connie  Akers,  7155 
Ashburn.  Houston,  TX  77061. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Suburb 
of  San  Diego.  Calif.  Growing  Family-Oriented 
Church.  Present  staff:  Senior  Pastor.  Associate 
Pastor,  Christian  Education  Director.  Excellent 
potential.  Open  July  18.  Salary  negotiable. 
Responsibility  for  all  education  with  emphasis  on 
Youth.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Bill  Word,  Foothills 
UMC.  4031  Avocado  Blvd  .  La  Mesa.  CA  92041 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  in 
growing  central  Florida  1,400-member  church.  Near 
Orlando,  Disney  World.  Multiple  staff.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Robert  Fox,  First  UMC, 
P.O.  Box  669,  Kissimmee,  FL  32741.  , 

ADMINISTRATOR  WANTED  Ozarks  Methodist 
Manor  —  a  retirement  community  —  Marionville, 
Mo.  For  job  description  write  David  Kerr,  College 
and  Gay  Streets,  Warrensburg,  MO  64093. 

PROFESSIONAL  CUSTOMIZED  DIRECTION  of 
your  planning  conference  or  retreat.  Successfully 
experienced  at  Methodist  conference,  district  and 
local  church  levels.  Free  details.  Reasonable  Dr. 
Eric  Hawkinson.  P.O.  Box  4351.  Vallejo.  Calif.  94590 

WANTED:  ENTHUSIASTIC,  spiritually  committed 
worker  in  areas  of  music  and  youth  with  Christian 
Education  training  for  500-member  growing, 
evangelical  United  Methodist  Church.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  K.  M  Hagenbuch,  c/o 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  3308  South  St., 
Erie,  PA  16510.  . 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION,  United 
Methodist  Temple.  Port  Arthur,  Texas.  Emphasis  on 
youth  and  children's  ministries.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume:  Rev.  Ben  Cham  ness,  P.O.  Box  3435, 
Port  Arthur,  Texas  77640 

QUALIFIED  MINISTER  FOR  POSITION  of  Annual 
Conference  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  and 
Counseling  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to  F.  Bennett  Hulse.  Jr.  319  Browns  Lane. 
Louisville,  KY  40207 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  YOUTH  needed  for 
established  program.  700- member  UMC  in  Dwight, 
III.  Salary:  Negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Richard 
M.  Newhall,  701  South  Columbia,  Box  40,  Dwight,  IL 
60420. 
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Pollster  says  12  percent  ‘spiritually  committed’ 


By  TAMMY  TANAKA 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Although  a  “spiritual 
quest  of  fast-growing  proportions1’  la  under  way, 
most  Americana  still  don’t  give  religion  top 
priority  and  haven't  Integrated  faith  Into  their 
dally  lives,  says  pollster  George  Gallup  Jr. 

Speaking  at  the  166th  annual  meeting  here  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  Mr.  Gallup  cited  a  survey 
showing  only  12  percent  of  American  adults  to  be 
“highly  spiritually  committed"  and  living  what 
they  described  as  a  “devout  life.” 


Because  belief  In  the  divinity  of  Christ  was  one 
statement  used  In  the  survey  to  measure  religious 
commitment,  the  survey  omitted  an  apparently 
unknown  portion  of  the  highly  committed  who  are 
loyal  to  non-Chrlstlan  faiths  or  traditions. 

The  pollster  said  the  hlghly.committed  were  "a 
breed  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  populace  In  at 
least  four  ways."  Mr.  Gallup  asserted  that  they 
were  happier;  their  families  were  stronger;  they 
were  tolerant  of  people  of  different  races  and 
religions,  and  they  were  more  community- 


minded. 

The  “key  challenge"  of  religion  today  "Is  to 
move  the  populace  to  deeper  and  deeper  levels  of 
spiritual  commitment,"  says  Mr.  Gallup, 
president  of  the  Gallup  Poll  and  executive  director 
of  Princeton  Religion  Research  Center 

He  said  examination  of  survey  data  leads  him  to 
conclude  that  the  “final  two  decades  of  the  20th 
century  could  be  a  period  of  profound  religious 
renewal  In  our  society. 

“The  new  spiritual  quest  we  are  noting  today 


could  indeed  develop  into  religious  renewal  If  the 
churches  of  America  are  able  to  satisfy  this 
spiritual  hunger,"  he  declared. 

Without  such  an  effort,  he  said,  Americans  are 
ready  victims  for  "false  prophets"  because  of 
their  “high  level  of  credulity"  and  "glaring  lack  of 
knowledge"  about  the  Bible  and  their  religious 
heritage.  He  noted  also  the  dangers  of  a  continuing 
anti-intellectuallsm  and  lack  of  discipline  in  the 
country’s  spiritual  life. 

Mr.  Gallup  said  that  to  win  top  ranking  for 


spiritual  commitment,  respondents  had  to  say 
they:  believed  in  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ, 
considered  their  religious  beliefs  the  mosl 
Important  Influence  in  their  lives,  constantly 
sought  God’s  will  through  prayer,  believed  God 
loves  them  in  spite  of  their  frailties,  gained  a  great 
deal  of  comfort  from  religious  beliefs,  tried  to  put 
those  beliefs  into  practice  in  relations  with 
persons  of  different  race,  religion  and 
background,  and  wished  their  religious  beliefs  to 
grow  even  stronger. 


Once-threatened  school  Nuclear  arms  issue  ‘hits  home’ 


uses  Fair’s  nearness 


Catholic  bishop's  statement  stirs  debate  on  weapons  plant  jobs 


as  route  to  recovery 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

MORRISTOWN,  Tenn.  -  A  United 
Methodist-related  school  here  which  was 
only  one  Board  of  Trustees’  vote  away 
from  closing  its  doors  a  year  ago  expects 
to  have  thousands  of  visitors  this 
summer  and  hopefully  a  doubled  student 
enrollment  this  fall. 

Instead  of  closing  the  school,  the  board 
of  Morristown  College  voted  last  year  to 
attempt  to  turn  around  the  two-year 
school’s  declining  enrollment  and  rising 
debt  while  keeping  its  doors  open. 

The  school  began  its  summer  break  a 
week  early  this  spring,  according  to 
President  Charles  Wade,  so  that  the  300- 
capacity  dormitories  could  be  refurbished 
in  time  to  be  rented  to  World’s  Fair  visi¬ 
tors  who  began  arriving  earlier  this 
month.  Knoxville  is  only  40  miles  south- 
west  of  the  campus.  _ 

Dr.  Wade  said  he  hopes  the  visitors' 
experiences  on  campus  will  bring  some 
students  to  the  school  as  well  as  an 
expected  $200,000  net  revenue.  Informa¬ 
tion  packets  about  the  predominantly 
black  school  will  be  made  available  to 
all  visitors. 

The  income,  he  said,  will  be  applied  to 
the  school’s  $500,000  debt  left  over  from 
the  previous  years.  Dr.  Wade  said  the 
school  which  was  once  financially 
beleaguered  is  paying  its  current  bills  as 
they  come  due. 

Opening  its  dormitory  doors  to  World’s 
Fair  visitors  —  which,  as  an  added  bonus, 
Is  providing  jobs  for  many  unemployed 
Morristown  residents  —  is  only  one  facet 
in  the  school’s  efforts  to  double  its 
enrollment  from  the  past  year's  123 
students. 

.  Another  is  a  cooperative  venture  with 
neighboring  schools  which  will  broaden 
the  study  possibilities  for  students  at 
Morristown  and  the  other  colleges 
without  adding  the  cost  of  new  programs 
to  each  school’s  budget. 

For  example,  Morristown  students  can 
take  Army  ROTC  at  Southern  Baptist- 
related  Carson  Newman  College,  a  four- 
year  institution  about  10  miles  to  the 
south.  They  may  take  applied  science 
courses,  such  as  computer  science  or 
environmental  health,  at  Walters  State 
Community  College  here,  and  Walters 
students  may  take  courses  at  Morristown 
not  offered  at  their  school.  Morristown 
students  may  go  25  miles  to  the  north  to 
take  human  services  courses,  such  as 
social  work  and  gerontology  (study  of 
aging)  at  Tusculum  College,  a  four-year 
Presbyterian  school. 

The  cooperative  venture  reaches  as  far 
as  Washington  in  a  link-up  with  Howard 
University’s  nursing  program.  Students 
can  take  pre-nursing  courses  at  Morris¬ 
town  and  nursing  classes  at  Howard. 


Dr.  Wade  told  the  Reporter  after  his 
school’s  last  board  meeting  of  the  1981-82 
academic  year  that  re-affirming  the 
original  mission  of  the  school  is  an 
important  part  of  the  school’s  effort  to 
recruit  and  retain  highly  motivated  high 
school  graduates. 

"We’re  trying  to  do  what  Judson  Hill 
(the  Methodist  minister  who  in  1881 
founded  Morristown)  wanted  to  do,  to 
teach  disadvantaged  students  to  be  self¬ 
respectful  and  self-helpful  in  a  strong 
academic  and  Christian  environment," 
Dr.  Wade  said. 

"The  school’s  founder,"  Dr.  Wade  said, 
"was  concerned  about  the  total 
development  of  young  people,  and  that 
included  their  academic  skills  as  well  as 
their  personal  and  social  development." 

With  this  in  mind,  Morristown,  while 
maintaining  remedial  courses  for 
students  who  are  scholastically  behind 
their  college  classmates,  will  put 
renewed  emphasis  on  traditional 
academic  courses. 

Dr.  Wade,  Morristown's  first  lay 
president,  said  the  school  had  departed 
somewhat  from  its  original  aim  for 
academic  excellence  when  it  started  a 
program  in  1975  to  admit  high  school 
dropouts.  The  program  allowing  students 
to  be  admitted  with  only  high  school 
equivalency  certificates  ended  last  fall. 

"These  students  tended  to  be  older  and 
many  just  didn’t  adjust  to  our  structured 
environment.  Some  had  attitudes  that 
were  not  compatible  with  a  Christian  resi¬ 
dential  institution.  Some  didn’t  want  to  go 
to  class  and  were  used  to  sleeping  in.  That 
type  of  student  really  drove  the  other  stu¬ 
dents  out,"  Dr.  Wade  told  the  Reporter. 

This  spring  Dr.  Wade  and  his  entire 
faculty  are  taking  this  message  to 
potential  students  and  their  parents  in 
Tennessee  and  beyond  in  hopes  of 
meeting  fall  enrollment  goals. 

"I’m  confident  and  I  will  be  terribly 
disappointed  if  our  enrollment  is  under 
200,"  Dr.  Wade  said.  I  will  be  delighted  if 
it  reaches  300.” 


Mission  board  workers 
claim  union  preferred 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Legal  counsel 
for  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  held  a  first  meeting 
here  June  3  with  representatives  of  board 
employees  and  two  staff  members  of 
^District  65,  United  Auto  Workers  Union, 
fyhich  claims  to  represent  the  board 
"'employees. 

£  After  a  brief  discussion  a  joint 
Statement  was  issued  saying:  "District 
“65  and  the  General  Board  of  Global 
'^Ministries,  pursuant  to  "The  Book  of 
"Discipline"  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  are  jointly  meeting  in  good  faith 
k>  work  out  an  appropriate  means  of 
^determining  whether  the  general  staff 
Employees  of  the  board  wish  to  be 
represented  by  District  65  for  collective 
.bargaining." 

;  It  is  understood  that  the  issues 
;  mentioned  included  the  necessity  for  an 
l  election  to  determine  how  many 
:  employees  want  the  union,  which  agency 
might  conduct  such  an  election,  and  who 
would  be  eligible  to  vote. 

A  second  %  meeting  will  be  arranged 
within  a  week. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  general 
secretary  of  the  GBGM,  reported  in  a 
letter  to  board  directors  sent  May  20  that 
members  of  the  general  or  support  staff 


claim  "a  substantial  majority"  of  their 
number  have  joined  a  union.  He  said  they 
"demanded"  the  board  recognize  the 
union  and  start  contract  negotiations. 
Since  the  board  has  no  information  on 
whether  general  staff  wish  union 
representation,  Dr.  Nugent  said,  an 
election  is  needed. 

Noting  that  such  elections  are  often 
supervised  by  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  (NLRB),  Dr.  Nugent 
said,  "When  such  an  election  involves 
employees  of  a  religious  corporation  .  .  . 
an  issue  involving  the  separation  of 
church  and  state  must  be  considered." 

"We  believe  First  Amendment  issues 
will  be  present  if  the  NLRB  attempts  to 
assert  jurisdiction  in  an  election 
involving  general  staff  of  the  GBGM,” 
Dr.  Nugent  wrote.  "Accordingly  we  have 
instructed  counsel  to  handle  this  matter  in 
a  way  that  will  be  faithful  to  our  Social 
Principles  on  the  one  hand  while 
protecting  our  First  Amendment  rights 
on  the  other." 

A  board  attorney  told  United  Methodist 
Communications  that  a  number  of 
agencies  can  hold  union  elections  and 
said  it  was  a  matter  of  getting  pne 
acceptable  to  both  the  board  and 
employees. 


6 Alternate  agency’  rejected 


CINCINNATI  (UMNS)  -  A  joint  com¬ 
mittee  designing  a  new  structure  for  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  (BGM)  has  refused  to  consider  an 
"alternate  mission  sending  agency"  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  "Good  News"  executive 
I  committee. 

•  The  structure  committee,  composed  of 
10  members  each  from  the  BGM  and  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCQM), 
is  operating  on  a  mandate  from  the  198Q 
:  General  Conference  to  achieve  flexibility 
:  in  administration  and  structure  within 
‘  the  present  board. 


The  proposal  for  an  alternate  sending 
agency  came  from  two  officers  of  the 
Evangelical  Missions  Council,  the  Rev. 
C.  Philip  Hinerman  and  the  Rev.  Virgil 
Maybrey,  and  the  Rev.  James  V.  Heid- 
inger,  executive  secretary  of  "Good 
Nows." 

They  called  for  an  alternate  organic 
gallon  to  develop  "ministries  in  areas 
where  Christian  work  and  witness  is  non¬ 
existent  or  where  less  than  one  percent  of 
local  population  is  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  or  related  autonomous 
churches." 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

AMARILLO,  Texas  —  On  June  12  in 
New  York  City,  more  than  a  thousand 
miles  from  here,  upwards  of  1  million 
people  are  expected  to  march  in  support 
of  a  world  nuclear  disarmament  agree¬ 
ment. 

A  mass  march  like  that  is  of 
uncommon  interest  here  because  one 
plant  here  has  assembled  all  U.S. 
nuclear  weapons  for  more  than  30  years. 
The  Pantex  assembly  plant  itself  has 
been  the  scene  of  many  small  anti¬ 
nuclear  demonstrations,  the  most  recent 
only  a  week  ago. 

Many  United  Methodists  will  be  among 
the  demonstrators  in  New  York,  just  as 
they  have  been  here.  They  find 
encouragement  from  a  recent  pastoral 
letter  by  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops  which  called  for  prayerful  wit¬ 
ness  and  support  of  a  nuclear  weapons 
freeze  ( see  UMR,  May  7 ) . 

Several  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences,  including  the  Northwest 
Texas  conference  in  which  Amarillo  is  a 
pivotal  city,  have  endorsed  similar  state¬ 
ments  on  nuclear  disarmament. 

Respected  employer 

Until  recently,  not  many  Americans 
had  even  heard  of  the  Pantex  plant  about 
15  miles  east  of  this  windswept  city.  And 
the  people  of  Amarillo  generally  value 
the  plant  as  a  respected  industrial 
employer. 

However,  Christians  in  Amarillo  were 


forced  to  face  the  issue  last  August 
when  local  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
L.  T.  Matthiesen  urged  persons 
employed  in  building  nuclear  weapons  to 
"consider  what  they  are  doing,  to  resign 
from  such  activities  and  to  seek 
employment  in  peaceful  pursuits." 

The  archbishop  told  the  Reporter  his 
statement  came  18  months  after  a 
Pantex  worker  in  his  diocese  asked  him 
if  a  Christian  could  morally  justify 
working  at  Pantex.  "I  thought  about  it  a 
long  time,"  Bishop  Matthiesen  said. 
Finally  I  told  him  there  was  no  way  for 
me  to  justify  the  construction  or  use  of 
nuclear  weapons  from  a  Christian 
standpoint.” 

Following  publication  of  the  bishop’s 
statement,  the  national  news  media 
swooped  down  upon  the  city.  A  local 
nuclear  disarmament  group  began  hold¬ 
ing  monthly  prayer  vigils  at  Pantex,  and 
local  community  leaders,  including  sev¬ 
eral  religious  figures  debated  the  issue. 

The  initial  furor  has  died  down 
considerably  and  Amarillo  and  the 
workers  at  Pantex  are  back  to  normal, 
sort  of.  Still,  for  some  Christians  the 
questions  remain:  What  are  the  ethical 
implications  of  working  at  Pantex?  Is  it 
"just  a  job?" 

Conscience  is  final  arbiter 

Bishop  Matthiesen  told  the  Reporter, 
"I  think  a  person’s  conscience  is  the  final 
arbiter  of  whether  he  or  she  is  good  or 
bad,  and  I  would  never  say  a  person  who 
works  there  is  not  a  Christian.  I  think 
most  of  them  sincerely  feel  that  the  bombs 


they  build  are  deterrents  to  Soviet  threat 
and  world  war.  I  don’t  think  many  people 
believe  the  bomb  will  ever  be  used," 

The  Rev.  James  Carter,  associate 
pastor  at  Polk  Street  UMC  here,  told  the 
Reporter  that  he  thinks  many  nuclear 
disarmament  advocates  may  not  take 
seriously  the  “history  of  broken  treaties 
by  the  Soviets  ...  I  think  all  of  us  would 
like  to  wish  we  didn’t  need  any  kind  of 
armaments,  but  I  don’t  think  most  of  us 
really  believe  we  can  merely  lay  down 
ourarm8."  He  went  on  to  laud  the  United 
Methodist  bishops’  pastoral  letter  as 
"one  of  the  finest  statements  of  our 
denomination.” 

National  defense  is  only  part  of  the 
reason  for  the  "pro-Pantex"  sentiment 
which  several  pastors  and  lay  persons  in 
Amarillo  expressed.  The  socio-economic 
power  of  Pantex  and  its  workers  is  yet 
another  dimension.  Of  a  total  metro 
population  of  176,000,  Pantex  with  2,400 
employees  is  the  city’s  largest  industrial 
employer.  According  to  Bishop 
Matthiesen,  the  average  salary  at 
Pantex  is  $21,000  per  year  while  in 
Amarillo  generally  it  is  about  $13,000. 

"Pantex  is  good,  business-wise,  for  the 
city,"  Don  Hileman,  executive  vice 
president  of  the  Amarillo  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  told  the  Reporter.  “It  gives 
our  people  good  jobs,  and  the  citizens  of 
Amarillo  respect  what  they  are  doing. 
About  80  percent  of  the  people  here  are 
still  wondering  what  all  the  fuss  is  about. 
Pantex  people  are  good  people,"  he  said. 

Paul  Wagner,  director  of  the 
department  of  energy  at  Pantex.  while 


What  are  Christian  implications? 


Two  men  epitomize  work  struggle 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

AMARILLO,  Texas  —  A  Roman 
Catholic  layman  and  a  former  United 
Methodist  minister  both  have  seriously 
considered  the  implications  for  a 
Christian  working  at  the  plant  here 
assembling  nuclear  weapons.  They  have 
arrived  at  different  conclusions : 

Eloy  Ramos,  41,  recently  became  the 
first  widely-publicized  Pantex  weapons 
plant  employee  to  quit  for  reasons  of 
Christian  conscience. 

Olin  Cosby,  51,  a  United  Methodist, 
went  back  to  work  for  Pantex  a  year  ago 
as  an  assembler-operator. 

Mr.  Ramos,  a  Catholic,  worked  at 
Pantex  for  16  years.  His  decision  to  leave 
came  after  "three  or  four  years  of 
suffering,"  he  said. 

"Every  time  I  read  the  Bible  I  could 
see  that  God  is  a  good  God.  The  message 
of  His  love  kept  haunting  me,  especially 
about  how  He  sent  Jesus  to  bless  His 
beautiful  world." 

Telling  Jesus’  message 

A  burly,  mustachioed  family  man,  Mr. 
Ramos  said,  "I  began  to  wonder  if  my 
job  was  an  offense  to  God.”  He  first  read 
about  the  horror  of  a  nuclear  war  five 
years  ago. 


In  February  1981,  after  demonstrators 
were  arrested  at  Pantex  for  staging  an 
anti-nuclear  weapons  protest,  Mr. 
Ramos  said  he  heard  some  of  his  fellow 
workers  criticizing  the  protestors.  "But 
they  (demonstrators)  were  not  talking 
about  going  against  America,  they  were 
trying  to  tell  Jesus'  message  of  love." 

Mr.  Cosby  remembers  the 
demonstration  but  from  a  different 
perspective.  “Some  moderate 
disarmament  advocates  like  (Amarillo 
area  Roman  Catholic)  Bishop 
Matthiesen  have  asked  people  to 
examine  their  own  consciences,  but 
others  like  those  at  the  demonstrations 
have  labelled  us  (Pantex  workers)  as 
warmongers.  We’re  just  doing  what  we 
think  is  the  best  way  to  keep  the  peace. 

"I  believe  we  (U.S.)  have  to  maintain 
freedom  and  peace  through  our  show  of 
strength.  There  are  other  countries 
depending  on  us.  I  would  be  so  happy  to 
stop  building  weapons  right  now  if  I  felt 
the  Soviets  would  also  stop,  but  they  have 
a  history  of  breaking  agreements  with 
our  government,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Cosby,  a  taciturn,  reflective  man, 
is  a  former  United  Methodist  minister 
who  left  the  ministry  two  years  ago  "for 
personal  reasons,”  he  said.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  Trinity  UMC  where  his 


son,  Stan,  is  pastor. 

Although  Mr.  Cosby  has  stayed  with 
his  job  at  Pantex,  he  commended  Bishop 
Matthiesen  for  being  "courageous, 
gentlemanly  and  Christian"  in  his 
statement  last  August  urging  nuclear 
weapons  workers  to  examine  their 
consciences. 

Working  for  a  just  peace 

Mr.  Cosby  has  gotten  strong  moral 
support  from  his  family,  and  particularly 
from  his  pastor/son,  Stan.  "Dad  really 
thought  the  issue  through,  and  he’s 
working  for  a  just  peace,”  the  younger 
Cosby  told  the  Reporter.  "I’m  looking  at 
both  sides  of  the  nuclear  weapons  issue 
and  there  are  Christians  in  both  camps. 
They’re  looking  at  the  Bible  and  trying  to 
do  what  is  right.  Dad  is  committed.” 

Mr.  Ramos,  who  left  his  job,  is  also 
committed.  "I  have  five  kids  to  feed,  but 
I  could  not  work  there  any  more.  I  talked 
to  (Protestant)  preachers  and  priests 
here,  some  told  me  I  didn’t  have  to  quit 
and  others  said  maybe  I  should.” 

He  now  works  with  his  son  as  a 
contractor  building  fences.  He  says  he  is 
making  less  money.  "But  I’m  sleeping 
better  than  I  have  in  four  years,  and 
that’s  all  I  wanted 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


community.  It’s  primarily  a  visual 
experience,  so  they  can  get  the  full 
value  of  being  in  that  world  under 
water.” 

Mr.  Foxwell  signed  as  he  spoke  the 
prayer  at  the  dedication,  which 
underlined  his  joy  with  the  completion 
of  the  aquarium  and  his  hope  for  the 
new  complex  and  other  services  both 
his  church  and  the  advocacy  agency 
hope  to  accomplish.  His  prayer  that 
day  ended:  "Let  us  fill  this  day  with 
great  excitement,  for  we  have  made  a 
new  beginning.  God,  our  Creator,  our 
Sustainer,  let  it  be  so.  Sign  with  me; 
Amen." 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Pastor  heads  agency 
helping  deaf  people 

For  the  Rev.  Louis  W.  Foxwell  Jr., 
advocacy  for  deaf  people  is 
hereditary. 

His  paternal  grandparents  —  both 
deaf  —  were  reared  in  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  for  the  Deaf  in 
Baltimore,  and  their  son  later  became 
pastor  of  the  church.  Mr.  Foxwell  Jr. 
took  over  as  pastor  after  his  father’s 
death  in  1974  and  has  continued  to 
head  Deaf  Referral  Services,  an 
agency  which  his  father  helped  found 
at  the  church  20  years  ago. 

Under  his  leadership,  the  agency 
has  turned  federal  and  state  grants 
and  private  foundation  gifts  into  a 
multi-service  center  for  deaf  senior 
citizens  and  workshops  where  deaf 
adults  learn  to  live  more  independ¬ 
ently.  A  housing  and  employment  re¬ 
ferral  service  for  deaf  persons  in  the 
Baltimore  area  is  another  facet  of  the 
program.  "Our  agency  serves  about 
2,000  deaf  people  in  the  area,  includ¬ 
ing  some  300  members  at  our 
church,"  Mr.  Foxwell  said. 

The  agency '8  20-member  staff  is 
awaiting  completion  of  a  154-unit 
apartment  complex  specially 
designed  for  deaf  residents.  Some 
unique  features  of  the  apartments  will 
include  flashing  lights  instead  of  bells 
to  signal  a  ringing  telephone  or 
dinging  doorbell.  The  apartments  will 
alio  be  equipped  with  a  telecommuni¬ 
cations  system  whereby  neighbors 
within  the  facility  can  converse  with 
each  other  by  closed^circuit  TV 

Offices  for  the  referral  agency  - 
presently  housed  in  Christ  Church  - 
will  also  move  to  the  new  edifice. 


For  Mr.  Foxwell,  the  new  facility  is 
only  one  of  many  he  hopes  will  serve 
deaf  persons  across  the  country  in  the 
future. 

"I  am  interested  in  what  can  benefit 
the  deaf  community  as  a  whole,"  he 
said.  "Events,  places  —  things  they 
can  enjoy  to  the  fullest."  Last  year  he 
gave  the  opening  prayer  at  the 
dedication  of  the  new  National 
Aquarium  in  Baltimore,  having 
served  on  the  city’s  aquarium  board 
for  four  years.  "I  felt  the  aquarium  is 
especially  meaningful  for  the  deaf 


|  F* 

V*!! 


agreeing  that  Amarillo  is  a  "patriotic, 
conservative,  pro-military"  community, 
said  the  major  motivation  for  the  large 
community  support  of  Pantex  and  the 
loyalty  of  its  employees  is  financial. 

"About  60  percent  of  what  motivates 
our  employees  is  that  this  is  a  good 
paying  job,"  he  said.  "It’s  just  a  job. 
About  40  percent  of  it  is  that  the  workers 
believe  in  what  they  are  doing. 

"Everyone  is  for  peace,  but  it  depends 
on  how  you  want  to  have  your  peace.  We 
feel  we  are  keeping  the  peace.”  As  for 
the  disarmament  movement  and  its 
demonstrations,  he  told  the  Reporter,  "It, 
too,  shall  pass.  We’ll  be  here  as  long  as 
we  need  to  be  and  that’s  going  to  be  a 
long  time.” 

But  Bishop  Matthiesen  said  the 
feelings  that  one  is  "just  doing  a  job”  are 
not  consistent  with  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
or  the  tradition  of  Christianity.  "We  are 
accountable  to  God,  ourselves  and  each 
other,"  he  said. 

Plant  conversion  advocated 

In  light  of  the  potential  economic 
threat  a  call  to  nuclear  disarmament 
would  pose  for  Pantex  workers,  Steven 
Schroeder,  a  Lutheran  layman  here,  said 
he  and  others  are  studying  possible  ways 
to  convert  Pantex  to  a  consumer  goods 
production  plant. 

"At  first,"  Mr.  Schroeder  said,  "peace 
advocates  were  only  concerned  with 
stopping  production  and  closing  nuclear 
weapons  plants.  But  we  in  Amarillo  knew 
better.  It  (Pantex)  is  the  largest 
employer  here.  We  aren’t  going  to  win 
any  battles  by  threatening  the  livelihood 
of  those  employees.  ” 

Some  of  the  religious  community  here 
view  nuclear  disarmament  sentiments 
as  both  anti-Christian  and  anti-American. 

The  Rev.  Alan  Ford  recently  held  a 
rally  at  Southwest  Baptist  Church  here. 
He  told  the  Reporter,  "Our  freedom  is  at 
stake,  and  these  people  (favoring 
nuclear  disarmament)  better  realize 
that  there  are  some  things  worse  than 
(nuclear)  annihilation.  And  one  thing 
would  be  life  under  a  repressive,  Com¬ 
munist  government.  ’  ’ 


Preaching  in  America: 

SPEAKir 

TRUTH 

TO 

POWER 
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The  Riverside  Church  invites  you  to 
the  Second  Fosdick  Convocation  on 
Preaching.  October  18-21.  Register 
now.  Join  leading  theologians. 
Enrollment  open  to  all. 


PROGRAM  HIGHLIGHTS: 

Dr.  Robert  Bellah  — University  of 
California,  Berkeley 
Dr.  Rosemary  Ruether— Garrett 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary 
Dr.  Gustavo  Guttierez— 

Catholic  University  of  Peru 
Dr.  William  Sloane  Coffin  — 

The  Riverside  Church 

EVENING  SERVICE  PREACHERS: 

The  Rev.  Joe  Roberts— Ebeneezer 
Baptist  Church,  Atlanta 
Dr.  Elizabeth  Bettenhausen  — 

Boston  University 
Dr.  William  Sloane  Coffin 

Plus  a  number  of  smaller  seminars 
and  sessions  on  a  variety  of  issues. 


REGISTER  NOW  I  $35  until  Aug  tit  than  $40 
$50  lor  Minister  and  Spouse  until  Aug.  in  then 
$60  $10  for  Students  Send  all  inquiries,  regis¬ 
trations  and  checks  to  Fosdick  Convocation  ol 
Preaching,  The  Riverside  Church.  490  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York.  NY  10027 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


UM  staff  cite  compelling’  basis  to  aid  convicted  mayor 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK  *  ^  7 

1S  Mississipian  a  martyr  for  the  poor  or  unpopular  corrupt  mayor? 


Associate  Editor 
NEW  YORK  -  Why  is  United 
Methodism’s  national  missions  agency 
involved  with  Eddie  James  Carthan  — 
the  former  mayor  of  Tchula,  Miss.,  who 
recently  was  convicted  of  state  and 
federal  felonies  and  indicted  on  a  capital 
murder  charge? 

(See  Reporter,  May  28  and  June  4,  for 
previous  stories  on  this  controversy.) 

Why  has  that  agency,  the  National 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  given  $3,000  to  Mr.  Carthan's 
defense  fund,  $8,000  to  the  United  League 
of  Holmes  County  (a  primary  component 
of  a  national  campaign  for  Mr.  Carthan) 
and  more  than  $2,000  to  help  fly  the  black 
man  to  various  cities  to  be  trained  and  to 
speak  about  how  his  case  epitomizes 
systematic  efforts  by  whites  throughout 
the  South  to  drive  blacks  from  elected 
office? 

Large  numbers  of  Mississippi  United 
Methodists  have  indicated  that  they  are 
confused  how  the  national  staff  members 
don’t  see  Mr.  Carthan  is  a  ’’corrupt 
politician”  who  lost  the  support  of  the 
poor. 

But  other  Mississippi  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  the  involved  National  Division 
staff  members  counter  that  the  evidence 
shows  that  Mr.  Carthan  has  been 
"martyred"  because  of  his  leadership  to 
the  poor. 

The  reasons  for  supporting  him  are 
compelling,  those  staff  members  say: 

•  "We  believe  the  Gospel  calls  us  to  be 
on  the  side  of  the  poor,"  and  the 
Impoverished  blacks  In  former  Mayor 
Carthan’s  constituency  "feel  there  is  a 
fundamental  issue  of  black  political 
rights  at  stake." 

•  Various  facts  about  such  things  as 
harrassment  by  the  FBI  support  the 
claim  that  a  conspiracy  by  the  “white 
power  structure”  framed  Mr.  Carthan 
and  elicited  unjust  convictions  against 
him. 

•  The  chance  Is  slim  in  Holmes  County 
for  an  assertive  black  man  such  as  Mr. 
Carthan  to  obtain  a  fair  trial  even  though 
some  75  percent  of  residents  are  black 
and  nearly  all  persons  on  the  Juries 
which  Indicted  and  convicted  him  were 
black  persons.  The  rationale  behind  that 
statement  la  that  many  blacks  In  this 
county  still  are  easily  Intimidated  by  or 
willingly  subservient  to  white  people, 

•  As  long  as  the  felony  convictions 
against  him  stand,  Mr.  Carthan  cannot 
lead  "his  people"  as  an  elected  official. 
The  importance  of  his  leadership  can  be 
seen  In  the  way  he  aggressively  brought 
In  federal  and  state  projects  to  help  the 
poor. 

Those  points  are  based  on  an  interview 
with  the  Rev.  John  Jordan,  assistant 
general  secretary  of  the  National 
Division,  and  an  article  written  by  Sheila 
Collins,  director  of  United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Service  under  Mr.  Jordan.  He 
told  the  Reporter  that  her  article  — 
"Revenge  of  the  Good  Ole  Boys"  — 


contains  the  specific  data  providing  the 
basis  for  the  National  Division’s 
involvement. 


UMR  investigates  case 
Those  points  are  affirmed  by  Carthan 
supporters  in  Holmes  County,  and 
contested  by  other  blacks  and  whites 
there.  They  also  go  beyond  the  official 


stance  affirmed  by  the  National 
Division's  elected  directors. 

During  an  investigation  lasting  several 
days,  the  Reporter  interviewed  Carthan 
supporters  and  opponents  in  Holmes 
County,  elected  officials  —  white  and 
black  -  on  the  county,  state  and  federal 
level,  local  United  Methodists  and  ob¬ 
servers  of  the  Mississippi  civil  rights 
scene. 


The  information  that  emerged  showed 
Mr.  Carthan  to  have  been  subjected  to  an 
extraordinary  amount  of  political 
bickering  and  undercutting  and  of 
intense  scrutiny  by  state  and  federal 
officials  —  all  claims  made  by  the 
National  Division  staff. 

What  also  emerged  were  a  lot  of  details 
—  not  mentioned  by  National  Division 
staff  -  suggesting  that  Mr.  Carthan’s 


“S  j“™e’  c*r‘h,n’ cen,er’  emerges  from  murder  arraignment  to  talk  with  national  religious  leaders  Including  two  United 
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CAROLK  THOMPSON  PHOTOS 

‘This  isn’t  Old  South  of  1 965!’ 

Some  claim  church  agencies  base  actions 
on  outdated  concepts,  incomplete  information 


'EAGER  TO  BE  SPONSORED' 

Roland  Emoas  is  from  the  Philip 
pine  Islands.  He  was  born  in  1979. 
His  mother  died  giving  birth  to  him 
and  his  father  passed  away  shortly 
after  Roland  was  born.  The  little 
lod  has  been  occepted  at  the  orphan¬ 
age  in  Manila  and  WCI  has  prom¬ 
ised  to  find  a  sponsor  for  him. 

Would  you  like  to  sponsor  Roland? 
Or  perhaps  you  would  prefer  to 
sponsor  a  child  from  India,  Korea, 
Mexico  or  Taiwan. 

World's  Children  Inc.  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  non-profit  organization, 
founded  in  1965.  Children  ond  young 
adults  living  in  61  Christian  orphon- 
ages  in  12  countries  are  being 
given  o  chance  in  life  through 
the  sponsorship  program.  They  are 
fed  spiritually  as  well  as  physically. 

The  sponsorship  fee  is  $13  a 
month.  Contributions  to  WCI  are  tox 
deductible.  Keeping  overhead  very 
low,  the  corporation  sent  M.1  per¬ 
cent  of  funds  received  in  1981  on 
for  the  children's  food,  clothing 
ond  other  needs.  An  audit  is  avail¬ 
able. 

As  a  sponsor  you  will  receive 
full  information  on  the  child's  life 
plus  photo  and  address.  The  WCI 
office  sends  newsletters  to  eoch 
sponsor  regularly  and  you  will 
receive  progress  reports  on  "your" 
child. 

Wouldn't  you  like  to  share  your 
blessings  with  one  of  His  des¬ 
titute  children?  Please  write: 


Enclosed  is  payment  lor  first 


► Hi  Mra.  Carol  A.  Ivoy.  Director,  f. O.  lex 
1979,  Winter  Heron .  FI  SUM. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOLMES  COUNTY,  Miss.  -  Outdated 
concepts  about  Mississippi  and  one-sided 
information  gathering  frequently  cause 
national  church  groups  to  err  in  the  way 
they  work  for  social  Justice  here,  claimed 
most  white  and  many  black  residents 
here  with  whom  the  Reporter  recently 
talked. 

"This  isn’t  the  Old  South  of  19851”  said 
Holmes  County’s  black  sheriff,  whose 
position  in  elected  office  is  visible 
support  for  his  statement. 

“But  they  still  act  like  things  haven’t 
changed.”  By  “they,”  the  sheriff  was 
referring  to  some  staff  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  National  Division,  as 
well  as  the  United  League  of  Holmes 
County,  a  black  activist  organization 
aided  by  the  National  Division. 

“That  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965  made 
all  the  difference,”  Sheriff  Howard 
Huggins  said.  With  the  guaranteed  and 
federally  enforced  right  to  vote,  the 
black  majority  population  here  no  longer 
has  to  put  up  with  the  shameful,  racist, 
white  control  that  existed  in  the  “Old 
South”  prior  to  1965,  he  said. 

The  National  Division  staff,  its  critics 
contend,  would  have  seen  that  and  gotten 
a  much  different  view  of  the  criminal 
cases  involving  former  Tchula  Mayor 
Eddie  James  Carthan  if  staff  members 
had  talked  with  a  wider  segment  of  the 
county’s  population. 

While  claiming  that  they  support  the 
National  Division’s  interest  in  social 
justice  issues  here,  local  United 
Methodists  say  they  are  protesting  the 
National  Division  involvement  in  the 
Carthan  cases  because  of  what  they  see 
as  insufficient  information  gathering. 

A  recent  editorial  in  the  Mississippi 
United  Methodist  Advocate  stated: 
National  Division  “has  every  right,  yes, 
even  the  obligation,  to  speak  out  against 
injustice  wherever  it  is  found.  The  one 
question  in  this  case  that  continues  to 
haunt  us  is:  Why  did  staff  persons  ignore 
the  white  United  Methodist  leaders  of 
Holmes  County  when  they  came  to 
gather  information?” 

The  answer  to  that  question,  according 
to  speculation  by  most  whites  here,  is 
that  National  Division  staff  persons  did 
not  believe  the  white  Mississippians 
could  be  trusted  on  matters  that  might 
relate  to  race. 

“We  don’t  want  to  fight  the  national 
church;  we  want  to  love  it,”  lamented 
Don  Barrett,  a  white  attorney  and  UM 
layman.  “But  National  Division  is  so 
prejudiced  against  white  Mississippians 
that  they  can  only  see  us  as  bigoted 
rednecks.” 

Protesters  not  “rednecks” 

In  response,  the  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bideaux 
told  the  Reporter,  “I  know  that  is  what 
they  (the  protesting  Mississippians) 
think.”  The  chief  of  National  Division 
added  that  he  tried  during  a  recent 
meeting  with  Holmes  County  church 
leaders  to  convince  them  that  he  harbors 
no  such  discriminatory  feelings  toward 
white  Mississippians  and  that  he  believes 
such  feelings  have  no  place  in  National 
Division  considerations. 

Dr.  Bideaux,  who  is  white,  said  he 
feared  his  message  did  not  pierce  the 
thick  hostilities  at  that  meeting. 

One  layman  walked  out  on  the  meeting 
and  moaned,  “We’ve  tried  hard  and 
made  a  lot  of  racial  progress  in  the  last  15 
years.” 

“The  Northern  liberals  just  can’t 
figure  out  that  things  aren’t  the  same 
here  any  more,”  said  a  young  banker 
with  tears  in  his  eyes. 

Have  things  changed? 

Hateful  “nigger”  language  still  is  used 
by  a  lot  of  whites,  the  Reporter  found 
while  in  Holmes  County,  although  the 
Reporter  did  not  hear  such  language 
from  whites  when  blacks  were  present 


nor  from  any  of  the  United  Methodists 
interviewed. 

Local  churches  here,  as  in  most  parts 
of  the  nation,  are  not  integrated. 

A  disproportionate  amount  of 
economic  power  remains  with  the  25 
percent  white  minority,  including 
ownership  of  most  stores.  But  blacks  now 
control  about  half  of  the  rich  black 
Mississippi  Delta  farmland  in  the  county. 

Nearly  all  whites  send  their  children  to 
private  schools. 

Three  white  Roman  Catholic  nuns  who 
moved  here  from  Minnesota  a  decade 
ago  to  help  blacks  told  the  Reporter  a 


Sheriff  Howard  Huggins 


number  of  stories  of  economic 
oppression  by  certain  white  individuals 
against  black  individuals. 

But  tremendous  progress  has  been 
made  and  continues  to  be  made,  said 
Sheriff  Huggins.  He  points  to  his  own  life. 

In  1965  when  Congress  passed  the 
Voting  Rights  Act,  Mr.  Huggins  was  a 
cab  driver.  No  black  held  office  in  the 
county.  Few  blacks  had  the  right  to  vote. 

For  a  while  after  1965,  whites 
continued  to  win  most  elections,  but  only 
those  whites  who  courted  the  black 
majority  vote.  A  white  candidate  —  to 
help  his  1968  election  bid  to  become 
sheriff  —  promised  to  make  Mr.  Huggins 
a  deputy  sheriff.  He  won,  and  Mr.  Hug¬ 
gins  stopped  driving  the  town’s  cab. 

Eventually,  many  blacks  such  as  Mr. 
Huggins  won  the  confidence  of  the 
voters.  Now,  they  have  assumed  a  large 
percentage  of  the  elected  positions, 
explained  Mr.  Huggins. 

The  real  story,  claimed  supporters  of 
Mr.  Carthan,  is  that  most  black  elected 
officials  in  this  county  have  a  “plantation 
mentality”  that  causes  them  always  to 
be  subservient  to  whites. 

Sheriff  Huggins  retorted  that  the 
Carthan  supporters  are  duping  United 
Methodist  national  leaders.  “Eddie 
Carthan  and  his  supporters  know  how 
Mississippi  used  to  be  before  1965.  And 
they  know  that  the  Northerners  still 
believe  it’s  that  way.  ” 

The  black  sheriff  has  a  personal  axe  to 
grind  with  United  Methodist  National 
Division  staff.  When  he  arrested  Mr. 
Carthan  on  the  murder  charge  in  April 
(see  above  story),  he  almost 
immediately  received  a  telegram  from 
Sheila  Collins,  a  National  Division  staff 
member. 

It  read:  “Protest  arrest  of  Eddie 
James  Carthan  on  murder  frame  up  and 
regard  this  as  major  violation  of 
American  judicial  system.  The  entire 
country  is  watching  process  of  justice  in 
Holmes  County.” 

United  Methodists  here  —  black  and 


white  —  demanded  an  apology  from  the 
National  Division.  At  the  end  of  May.  Dr. 
Bideaux,  the  new  head  of  National 
Division,  wrote  Sheriff  Huggins  and 
apologized  “for  any  embarrassment  or 
personal  affront  which  our  actions  may 
have  caused  you.  We  pray  God’s  strength 
for  the  difficult  responsibilities  you 
carry.” 

Dr.  Bideaux  told  Sheriff  Huggins  that 
the  telegrams  from  Ms.  Collins  and 
others  represented  the  “deep  personal 
and  staff  concerns  for  the  well  being”  of 
Mr.  Carthan. 

Racism  remains  alive 

Lester  Lyon,  a  white  UM  layman  and 
Tchula  mayor,  conceded  that  not  all  the 
motives  of  protesting  United  Methodists 
are  pure.  A  lot  of  racism  remains  alive  in 
some  white  United  Methodists,  he  said. 
But  that  doesn’t  detract  from  the 
legitimacy  of  concerns  that  the  National 
Division  staff  is  enflaming  some  blacks 
and  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  whites  through  its 
helping  the  Carthan  campaign  write  and 
distribute  literature  charging  white 
conspiracies,  Mayor  Lyon  said. 

On  the  other  hand,  for  those  like  Jessie 
Banks  (a  black  Tchula  alderwoman 
voted  out  of  office  in  1981)  who  believe 
Mr.  Carthan’s  troubles  are  the  result  of 
“nothing  but  a  white  conspiracy,”  what 
National  Division  staff  members  are 
doing  is  the  prophetic  work  of  the  Lord 
for  justice. 

Black  United  Methodists  are  divided. 
The  Rev.  W.  L.  Mabry,  black  pastor  of 
four  black  congregations  in  Holmes 
County  who  has  been  attending  the  local 
UMs’  protest  meetings,  told  the  Reporter 
that  he  estimates  about  half  his  members 
agree  with  the  National  Division's  staff 
actions  and  half  don’t. 

Dr.  Bideaux  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
is  aware  that  the  process  for  the  church 
agency  becoming  involved  in  the 
Carthan  case  helped  feed  the  perception 
that  National  Division  is  prejudiced 
against  white  Mississippians.  But  he 
pledged  that  such  a  process  of  not 
contacting  a  wider  group  of  people  will 
not  be  followed  again.  He  assured  that  he 
sees  white  United  Methodists  as  well  as 
black  United  Methodists  of  Holmes 
County  as  the  principal  agents  who  can 
bring  about  true  Christian  social  change 
in  their  area. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


own  actions  may  have  invited  some  of 
that  political  opposition  and  scrutiny. 

Consider  Mr.  Carthan’s  "successes” 
with  federal  and  state  grants. 

Ms.  Collins,  in  the  article  being  used  as 
national  literature  by  the  Carthan 
campaign,  wrote  that  at  age  27  Mr. 
Carthan  took  the  mayorship  and  refused 
bribes  from  the  traditional  white  power 
figures.  “He  began  to  turn  the  town’s 
grim  (poverty)  statistics  around.  CETA 
programs  employed  local  residents  in 
(home)  weatherization  programs,  a  hous¬ 
ing  rehabilitation  program  was  under¬ 
taken  and  a  child-care  program  for  wel¬ 
fare  and  working  mothers  was  begun.” 

But  what  do  state  and  federal  officials 
who  supervised  the  grants  for  those 
efforts  say? 

According  to  the  Mississippi  Office  of 
Job  Development  and  Training,  about 
$12,000  of  CETA  money  was  spent  during 
Mr.  Carthan's  term  without  documen¬ 
tation.  Tchula,  a  town  of  1,700  residents, 
just  now  is  clearing  up  that  discrepancy. 

Mr.  Carthan  was  convicted  and 
sentenced  last  year  to  three  years  in 
prison  (he’s  free  pending  an  appeal)  for 
defrauding  the  federal  government  in 
relation  to  the  child  care  program.  Mr. 
Carthan  contends  he  was  framed  during 
a  plea-bargaining  deal  by  the  person  who 
actually  forged  documents. 

192,000  “disappeared” 

Of  the  $200,000  given  to  Tchula  for 
housing  rehabilitation,  $92,000  essentially 
disappeared  during  Mr.  Carthan’s  first 
year  as  mayor,  the  Reporter  was  told  by 
James  Perkins,  deputy  area  manager  for 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development. 

He  said  the  federal  grant  already  had 
been  approved  before  Mr.  Carthan  took 
office.  Routine  monitoring  by  the  agency 
after  he  was  mayor  discovered  that 
houses  slated  for  rehabilitation  were  not 
getting  it  and  that  others  outside  the 
designated  poor  areas  were,  Mr.  Perkins 
said. 

That  is  when  the  FBI  began  shadowing 
Mr.  Carthan.  Despite  extensive  efforts  to 
prove  he  was  Involved  In  a  kick-back 
scheme,  the  FBI  could  not  bring  charges. 

Nonetheless,  Mr.  Perkins  said,  Mr. 
Carthan  has  never  documented  where 
$92,000  went.  Tchula  has  been  ordered  to 
repay  the  money. 

Because  of  that,  Tchula  is  barred  from 
receiving  further  funding  of  that  nature 
and  “the  poor  people  who  need  it  are  the 
ones  who  suffer,”  Mr.  Perkins  said. 

Early  in  Mayor  Carthan's  term,  the 
majority  of  the  five  aldermen  (four  black 
and  one  white)  took  effective  control  of 
Tchula  from  the  mayor,  as  is  possible 
under  Mississippi  law.  Some  residents 
charge  that  from  the  beginning  the  white 
owners  of  the  run-down  stores  along 
Tchula’s  dusty  main  street  had  planned 
to  drive  the  “maverick”  Carthan  from 
office. 

All  sides  “in  the  wrong” 

One  black  county  supervisor  told  the 
Reporter  he  felt  everybody  involved 
during  the  Carthan  term  got  caught  up  in 
petty,  small  town  bickering  that  finally 
resulted  in  bizarre  actions  —  such  as 
when  the  opposition  aldermen  locked 
everybody  out  of  city  hall  for  two  months 
over  a  dispute  with  Mayor  Carthan  about 
the  availability  of  financial  records. 

After  a  series  of  retaliatory  actions 
between  the  two  factions  during  1980,  an 
armed  scuffle  erupted  between  Mayor 
Carthan  and  six  allies  on  the  one  side  and 
members  of  the  police  department  whom 
the  Carthan  forces  contended  were  not 
legitimately  hired. 

Many  Tchula  residents  —  even 
Carthan  critics  —  believe  that  everybody 
involved  was  in  the  wrong.  But  only  the 
mayor  and  his  six  allies  —  the  “Tchula 
7”  —  were  charged  by  the  county’s 
prosecutor.  In  spring  of  ’81,  a  mostly 
black  jury  convicted  them  of  the  felony  of 
assaulting  a  police  officer.  Mayor 
Carthan  was  sentenced  to  three  years  in 
prison  (he  is  free  pending  appeal);  the 
other  six  received  suspended  sentences. 

Prior  to  the  conviction,  Tchula  voters 
rejected  Mayor  Carthan’s  bid  to  stay  on 
the  Tchula  school  board.  After  the 
conviction,  he  had  to  resign  as  mayor. 


Roosevelt  Granderson,  Mr.  Carthan’s'' 
chief  black  opponent  on  the  board  of 
aldermen,  became  acting  mayor.  Two, 
months  later,  he  was  the  top  vote-gettqr  £ 
as  the  predominantly  black  electorate  re¬ 
elected  Mr.  Carthan’s  two  black 
opponents  on  the  board  of  aldermen  and 
filled  the  other  spots  with  white 
candidates.  All  Carthan-endorsed 
candidates  lost. 

About  a  month  later  in  June  1981,  Mr.‘ 
Granderson  was  shot  in  the  head 
execution  style  at  the  convenience  store 
where  he  worked  at  nights. 

In  April  of  1982,  a  grand  jury  of  17, 
blacks  and  two  whites  indicted  Mr. 
Carthan  on  the  charge  of  hiring  a  St. 
Louis  gunman  to  kill  Mr.  Granderson. 
Mr.  Carthan  pleaded  not  guilty  at  his 
arraignment.  Trial  is  set  for  October. 

Judicial  irregularities  told 

Involved  staff  members  of  United-. 
Methodism’s  National  Division  say  there 
are  enough  irregularities  in  the  various 
judicial  proceedings  —  such  as  the 
judge’s  instructions  to  the  jury  in  onfe 
case  —  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Carthan 
should  be  exonerated  on  all  charges. 

Critics  of  the  involvement  by  National . 
Division  staff  during  the  past  year  argue 
that  if  church  leaders  want  to  assure  a 
fair  trial,  they  should  make  certain  Mr. 
Carthan  gets  a  good  lawyer  and  then  let 
the  courts  and  courts  of  appeals  decide 
about  his  guilt  or  Innocence.  They 
express  the  feeling  that  all  the  campaign 
rallies  and  literature  supporting  Mr. 
Carthan  are  designed  to  prejudice 
potential  jurors.  No  change  of  venue  has 
been  asked. 

The  National  Division's  chief 
executive,  the  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bideaux, 
says  the  agency’s  official  stance  is  that 
there  is  a  question  about  whether  Mr. 
Carthan  is  being  treated  fairly.  He  says 
the  church  agency  is  responding  to  "the 
need  of  one  leader  and  his  people  for 
reassurance  of  due  process  in  the  serious 
charges  against  him.”  .v 

Specific  ways  persons  should  respond 
to  that  need  are  spelled  out  by  “The 
National  Campaign  to  Free  Mayor  Eddie . 
Carthan  and  the  Tchula  7  and  ta.- 
Preserve  Black  Political  Rights.”. 
Persons  are  encouraged  to  send  money.' 
for  the  defense  fund  and  for  “educating'1 
the  public  about  “this  serious  threat  ta 
fundamental  rights”  and  to  write  to  the y 
governor  and  attorney  general  of 
Mississippi  and  the  attorney  general  of 
the  United  States  asking  that  all  charges 
and  convictions  against  Mr.  Carthan  be 
dropped. 

The  campaign  organization  lists  . 
among  its  many  endorsers  several  local 
churches  around  the  country,  the  Los. 
Angeles  Council  of  Churches  and  United. 
Methodist  Voluntary  Service.  The 
National  Division’s  Sheila  Collins  is  on 
the  National  Coordinating  Committee  of. 
the  Carthan  campaign  group. 
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The  Dynamic  Process 
of  Spiritual  Formation 

Maxie  Dunnam  shares  his  continuing 
discoveries  of  spiritual  growth— a  process 
that  gives  us  new  eyes  to  see,  new  ears  to 
hear,  and  new  hands  to  touch.  He  calls  it 
spiritual  formation,  "that  dynamic  process  of 
receiving  by  faith  and  appropriating  by 
commitment,  discipline,  and  action,  the 
living  Christ  into  our  lives,  to  the  end  that 
our  lives  will  conform  to  and  manifest  the 
reality  of  Christ’s  presence  in  the  world."  All 
who  desire  to  "grow  up  in  Christ"  will  find 
this  book  supportive  along  the  way.  Paper, 
S7.95 
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Order  Your  Young  Children’s  Sampler  Nowl 


YOUNG  CHILDREN’S  SAMPLER  Contents—  ' 


Children’s  Bible  Studies  (Ages  3-4):  Teacher,  Bible 
Storybook,  Church  &  Home  Leaflets,  and  Class  Packet 

Children’s  Bible  Studies  (Ages  4-6):  Teacher,  Student 
Activities  book.  Church  &  Home  Leaflets,  and  Class  Packet 

ALSO  INCLUDED 

Children ’s  Leader,  summer  issue  of  Church  School  Today, 
Planbook  for  Leaders  of  Children  with  special  Intro  80’s  insert 
Publicity  Packet,  Sampler  Use  Guide,  and  other  helpful  items. 

^VVTTH  EACH  SAMPLER,  you  receive  one  of  each  teacher,^ 
student,  and  class  resource  listed. 
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Samples  are  returnable  for  credit  wUhh^^^a^sJi^^Me 
Transportation  extra  P-868  L 
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STEPHENTOWN,  N.Y.  —  Farmers  and  curious  visitors  crowd  around  during  a  recent  auction  of  equipment  and  livestock  on 
the  land  of  Robert  J.  Mittnight,  in  Stephentown,  N.Y.  Mr.  Mittnight  said  he  is  leaving  “to  do  what  I  want  to  do  and  that’s  study  the 
Bible.”  A  convert  to  Christ  some  six  years  ago,  he  is  planning  to  donate  the  land  and  farm  buildings  to  the  Billy  Graham 
Evangelistic  Association  —  in  a  gesture  of  thanks  for  having  been  “born  again.”  religious  news  service  photo 

Churches  told  to  aid  rural  growth 


Mother  Teresa’s  order 
to  begin  new  mission 

in  hills  of  Kentucky 
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Parishes 
involved  in 
day  care 

NEW  YORK  —  Early  results  of  a 
massive  survey  of  U.S.  Protestant, 
Orthodox  and  Anglican  congregations 
indicate  that  America’s  churches  are 
deeply  involved  in  one  of  the  nation’s 
growth  industries  —  child  day  care. 

The  Child  Day  Care  Project  of  the 
Division  of  Church  and  Society  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  asked 
93„000  congregations  about  their 
involvement  in  child  care,  making  the 
sui^ey  the  largest  religious  survey  ever 
dope,  according  to  the  project  director, 
the  Rev.  Eileen  Lindner,  and  the 
broadest  survey  ever  done  of  day  care 
providers. 

Of  the  churches  polled,  24,900  returned 
the  survey,  providing  a  response  rate  of 
27' percent.  Of  these  churches,  48  percent 
said  they  either  operate  or  house  a  child 
day  care  program  and  50  percent  of  these 
programs  are  pre-school  educational 
programs.  Respondents  were  also 
equally  divided  between  those  churches 
that  operate  day  care  programs 
themselves  and  those  that  rent  space  to 
someone  else. 

“The  relatively  high  response  level 
tells  us  we’ve  touched  a  nerve  that  is 
important  in  the  life  of  local  parishes,” 
says  Ms.  Lindner.  Although  complete 
data  have  not  yet  been  tabulated,  she 
believes  the  preliminary  report  reveals 
two  key  trends: 

•  Day  care  is  undergoing 
“gentrification”  —  increasingly  serving 
middle-class  parents  who  can  pay  the 
fees,  thus  leaving  fewer  slots  for  lower- 
class  parents.  Federal  budget  cuts  have 
contributed  to  this  by  slashing  Title  XX 
funding  and  provision  of  CETA  workers 
to  day  care  centers. 

f  U.S.  churches  “are  a  major 
provider”  of  day  care  and,  in  Ms. 
Lindner’s  view,  day  care  is  a  “boom 
industry.”  Inflation  (and  the  subsequent 
need  for  more  women  to  work  outside  the 
home),  divorce  and  the  women’s 
movement  have  contributed  to  this 
boom.  She  estimates  that  a  majority  of 
children  are  already  in  some  kind  of  day 
care  at  some  time  in  their  lives  and  that 
by- 1985,  60  percent  of  all  children  will  be 
involved  in  day  care. 

Although  the  church  is  heavily 
involved  in  providing  child  day  care, 
businesses  and  day  care  center  owner- 
operators  are  other  significant  providers 
of 'care.  The  problem,  in  Ms.  Lindner’s 
view,  is  that  the  poor  are  often  shut  out  of 
these  kinds  of  centers.  “It  is  critical  that 
the  ‘gentrification’  of  day  care  be  turned 
artwnd,”  she  said.  She  believes  church- 
related  day  care  centers  have  a  unique 
and  significant  role  to  play  in  that 
struggle. 
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!  GOAT 

« 

|  BIBLE  QUIZ 

5  By  JEANNE  WELLENKAMP 
J  Try  to  picture  goats  in  outer  space. 
$  That’s  something  we  may  be  able  to 
Jsee  in  the  future. 

*  Recently  NASA  officials  speculated 
.>that  goats  may  become  man’s  best 
'friends  in  space  exploration.  Why? 
^Because,  they  say,  goats  will  “eat 
^anything”  and  provide  milk  and  meat 
'for  man’s  nourishment. 

2  Goats  have  been  domesticated  for 
^almost  9,000  years.  Today  there  are 
j  approximately  375  million  domestic 

1  goats  in  the  world.  India  has  the  most 
'with  75  million.  There  are  almost  4 
;! million  in  the  United  States. 

;  In  Bible  times  goats  were  used  for 
;  meat  and  milk,  just  as  NASA  proposes 

3  today.  Their  skins  made  sturdy  tents, 
j  their  hair  was  woven  into  cloth. 

:<  In  the  Old  Testament  we  read  of 
^sacrifical  rituals  involving  goats,  and 

•  onto  this  animal  were  transferred  the 
jsins  and  misfortunes  of  a  community. 
'These  “scapegoats”  were  then  sent 
>out  into  the  wilderness. 

2  There  are  many  references  to  goats 
2  in  the  Bible.  Can  you  answer  the 
Hollowing  three  questions? 

j  l  Who  will  separate  the  sheep  from 
'the  goats? 

I.  2  What  type  of  woman  spun  goats’ 
2  hair  for  the  tabernacle? 

23  How  many  goats  did  the  “churlish” 
l  JMabal  own  in  Carmel? 
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DES  MOINES  —  The  Religion  and 
Rural  Life  Council  of  Rural  America 
last  month  urged  the  nation’s  churches  to 
embark  on  a  major  use  of  their 
investment  funds  for  rural  housing  and 
community  economic  development 
benefitting  the  poor. 

In  its  policy  statement,  the  council 
advised  the  religious  community  “to 
forge  a  new  partnership”  with 
organizations  devoted  to  social  and 
economic  justice.  Such  action,  it  said, 
would  couple  economic  development 
with  empowerment  of  low-income 
people. 

Commenting  on  the  statement,  Gladys 
Campbell,  council  chairperson,  noted, 
“The  need  for  direct  investment  in 
people  and  communities  has  never  been 
greater,  given  the  tragic  void  of  support 
being  created  by  cutbacks  in  federal  and 
state  funding.”  Ms.  Campbell  is 
executive  secretary  of  Town  and  Country 
Ministries  of  the  National  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Religion  and  Rural  Life  Council  is  a 
sub-group  of  the  non-profit  membership 
organization  Rural  America.  Organized 
in  1979,  the  council  is  an  ecumenical 
group  of  national  religious  institutions 
and  local  parishes  working  for  social  and 
economic  justice  for  rural  people  and 


By  SHERRIE  BO YENS  DOBBS 

ERLANGER,  Ky.  (UMNS)’-  Some 
were  black  and  others  were  yellow  or 
red;  some  were  struggling  and  others 
were  affluent.  Some  were  highly 
educated  and  others  had  limited 
education.  What  all  24  women  who 
gathered  here  this  spring  had  in  common 
was  crisis. 

They  either  work  with  ethnic  minority 
women  in  crisis  or  plan  to  do  so.  Some 
were  in  crisis  themselves;  others  had 
been. 

The  women  were  invited  to  Erlanger 
by  the  Office  of  Ministries  with  Women  in 
Crisis,  National  Division,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
purpose  was  to  learn  what  crises  ethnic 
minority  women  experience  and  how  the 
National  Division  can  help. 

Hispanic  women  working  with  Central 
American  refugees  gave  emotional 
accounts  of  escapes  to  North  America  by 
their  kinswomen,  relating  how  a  car 
trunk  opened  at  a  checkpoint  could  result 
in  death. 

“Women  take  courage  to  tell  the 
church  their  story.  Women  come  to  this 
country,  selling  everything  they  have 
and  borrowing  money  to  do  so  .  .  .  and 
the  church  labels  you  a  Communist  if  you 
talk  on  the  side  of  the  people,”  said  one 
Hispanic  who  aids  refugees. 

The  Hispanic  women  discussed  the 

History  of  Hymns 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Lead,  kindly  Light!  amid  th‘  encircling 
gloom, 

Lead  thou  me  on; 

The  night  is  dark,  and  I  am  far  from 
home, 

Lead  thou  me  on: 

Keep  thou  my  feet;  I  do  not  ask  to  see 
The  distance  scene;  one  step  enough  for 
me. 

In  the  summer  of  1833,  a  young 
minister  of  the  Church  of  England  was  a 
passenger  on  a  ship  in  the  Mediterranean 
Sea.  There  was  no  wind  and  the  ship  was 
becalmed  in  a  fog  bank  for  a  week  in  the 
Straits  of  Bonifacio,  between  Corsica  and 
Sardinia. 

John  Henry  Newman,  the  eldest  son  of 
a  prosperous  London  banker,  began  his 
ministry  at  Oxford.  In  his  travels  in  1833, 
he  had  been  seriously  ill  in  Sicily  and  had 
grave  concerns  about  his  work  in 
England. 

The  uncertainty  of  his  future  hung 
heavily  on  him.  His  faith  in  the  divine 
purpose  of  God  is  evident  in  this  hymn 
written  under  these  circumstances. 

The  us6al  brilliant  landscape  of  that 
area  was  obscured  by  the  motionless  fog. 
Lost  were  the  rocky  shores  of  Sardinia  on 
one  side,  and  the  stark  perpendicular 
cliffs  of  Corsica  on  the  other. 


‘The  need  has  never 
been  greater. . .  ’ 

communities.  Its  members  also  are 
members  of  its  parent  group,  Rural 
America. 

“The  call  for  churches  to  use  their  vast 
investment  pool  for  housing  and 
economic  development  comes  at  a 
crucial  time,”  said  David  Ostendorf  of 
Des  Moines,  la.,  “especially  in  rural 
areas  where  such  programs  are  being 
cut  to  the  bone.  Rural  areas  have  nearly 
half  the  nation’s  substandard  housing, 
but  only  a  quarter  of  its  population.”  He 
is  associate  director  of  Rural  America. 

Rural  America  is  a  national  non-profit 
membership  organization  of  people  with 
a  “common  sense  of  the  richness,  vitality 
and  diversity  of  rural  America,  people 
who  recognize  the  economic  and  social 
needs  of  rural  communities.”  Rural 
America  was  established  in  1975  by  rural 
people  who  saw  the  need  for  an 
organization  to  challenge  the 
“indifference  of  government  and  the 
private  sector  to  the  social  and  economic 
needs  of  rural  communities  and 
especially  the  needs  of  the  rural  poor.” 

In  its  statement,  the  Religion  and 
Rural  Life  Council  said  it  recognizes  that 
the  U.S.  religious  community  alone 


impact  of  their  culture  on  women, 
blaming  the  macho  syndrome  for 
making  women  submissive  and  confined 
to  home.  According  to  this  group, 
divorced  Hispanic  women  are  treated 
like  children  by  their  parents.  One 
woman,  sharing  her  going-home 
experience,  said  her  parents  expected 
her  to  be  in  at  a  certain  hour  and 
constantly  told  her  what  she  could  and 
could  not  do. 

In  Hispanic  churches,  like  their  Anglo 
counterparts,  clergy  and  their  wives  are 
“put  on  a  pedestal.”  An  ex-wife  of  a 
clergyman  recalled  the  loneliness  of 
going  through  a  divorce  with  no  one  to 
share  her  feelings.  “To  bring  the  single¬ 
women  issue  into  the  Hispanic  church  is 
to  say  divorce  is  all  right,  ”  she  added. 

Language  and  unemployment  seemed 
the  root  of  crises  experienced  by  Asian 
American  women.  A  Filipino  nurse, 
reporting  for  this  group,  said  the 
problem  for  Indo-Chinese  families  begins 
“when  the  women  become  the 
breadwinners  and  the  men  cannot  find 
jobs  .  .  .  Men  went  to  war  and  when  they 
came  back  could  not  find  jobs.  As  a 
result,  battered  women,  separation  and 
divorce  resulted  in  delinquent  children,” 
she  said. 

The  report  also  cited  the  high  influx  of 
uneducated  Asian  immigrants  in  the  last 
two  years.  The  group  saw  this  as  the 


Mr.  Newman  returned  to  England,  to 
his  church  at  Oxford,  and  became  a  part 
of  the  group  of  Anglican  ministers  who 
sought  diligently  to  bring  renewal  to  the 
church.  A  dozen  years  later,  his  intense 
concern  caused  him  to  leave  the  Church 
of  England  and  become  a  Roman 
Catholic. 

In  1846,  Mr.  Newman  was  ordained  a 
priest  at  Rome.  Except  for  four  brief 
years  at  Dublin  Catholic  University,  he 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life  at  the  Oratory  of 
St.  Philip  Neri  near  Birmingham, 
England. 

Pope  Leo  XII  made  Mr.  Newman  a 
cardinal  in  1879  and  he  was  one  of  the 
most  revered  Catholic  leaders  in 
England  until  his  death  in  1890. 

The  tune  so  indelibly  wedded  to  these 
words  was  written  by  the  noted  English 
composer,  John  B.  Dykes.  He  wrote  the 
tune  in  the  summer  of  1865,  while 
walking  through  the  Strand,  the  famous 
theatre  and  shopping  district  of  London. 

The  popularity  of  the  hymn  was  quite 
surprising  to  Mr.  Newman,  and  he 
quickly  attributed  its  success  to  Mr. 
Dykes’  tune.  The  composer  named  the 
tune  “Lux  Benigna,”  meaning  “kindly 
light.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Immortal ,  Invisible,  God  Only  Wise" 


cannot  and  ought  not  be  expected  “to 
take  up  the  entire  slack  created  by 
federal  funding  cutbacks.”  Yet,  said  the 
council,  it  “believes  that  the  capital  pool 
controlled  by  the  religious  community 
through  its  investment  funds  could  and 
should  be  used  creatively  to  alleviate 
human  suffering  by  spurring  housing  and 
community  economic  development. 

“The  documented  shortage  of  credit 
availability  in  rural  areas  inhibits  such 
things  as  housing  construction, 
community  economic  development  and 
small  business  and  job  creation,  all  of 
which  are  integral  to  building  just 
community  in  rural  America,” 
according  to  the  council. 

Mr.  Ostendorf  said  that  “the  council 
invites  collaboration  with  all  those 
concerned  about  the  plight  of  the  nation’s 
people  in  great  need,  and  urges  action  to 
alleviate  the  suffering  of  these  harsh 
times.  The  religious  community  has  the 
capacity  to  take  that  bold  action,  and  the 
need  to  do  so  has  seldom  been  greater.” 

The  council  has  among  its  goals : 

•  Increasing  cooperation  between 
churches  and  rural  grassroots 
community-based  organizations  working 
for  social  change; 

•  Developing  and  supporting  a  national 
network  of  religious  leaders  as  an 
integral  part  of  Rural  America. 


COVINGTON,  Ky.  (RNS)  -  The 
religious  order  founded  by  Mother 
Teresa,  the  famed  “Saint  of  the  Gutters” 
of  Calcutta,  will  open  a  mission  this 
summer  in  the  mountains  of  Eastern 
Kentucky,  it  was  announced  here. 

Catholic  Bishop  William  Hughes  of 
Covington,  said  he  hopes  the  exact 
location  of  the  mission  will  be  decided 
soon.  Bishop  Hughes’  57-county  diocese 
includes  Kentucky’s  Appalachian  region, 
one  of  the  poorest  in  the  nation. 

Mother  Teresa,  who  won  the  1979  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  for  her  work  with  India’s 
“poorest  of  the  poor,”  is  expected  to 
come  to  Kentucky  in  June  to  open  the 
mission  of  her  Missionaries  of  Charity. 

A  spokesman  for  the  diocese  said  the 
mission  would  initially  have  staff  of  four 
sisters.  The  Missionaries  of  Charity 
operates  missions  in  New  York  City, 
Detroit,  St.  Louis,  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
New  Jersey,  but  the  Eastern  Kentucky 
mission  would  be  the  first  in  rural 
America. 

Bishop  Hughes  said  Mother  Teresa’s 
order  would  join  more  than  40  other 
Catholic  religious  communities  and 
clergy  of  several  faiths  working  in  the 
mountains  of  the  diocese. 

The  bishop  and  Sister  M.  Priscilla 
Lewis,  the  order’s  North  American 
superior,  toured  four  Eastern  Kentucky 
counties  in  early  March  seeking  a 
location  for  the  new  mission. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Hartman, 
secretary  to  Bishop  Hughes,  said  the 
group  tried  to  seek  out  the  needs  of  the 


BENTON,  Ky.  -  The  Rev.  Stanley 
Mahan  lives  in  one  of  the  most  modern 
and  efficient  apartment  complexes  in  the 
country.  It’s  new  and  features  solar 
heating.  All  the  complex’s  apartments 
open  on  to  an  atrium,  in  which  flowers 
bloom  all  winter. 

It’s  situated  on  the  shores  on  Kentucky 
Lake  in  Western  Kentucky,  in  a  beautiful 
rural  setting. 

But  Mr.  Mahan’s  dream  house  is  a  log 
cabin  which  will  take  a  bit  of  explaining. 

Mr.  Mahan  is  a  retired  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister,  who,  with  his  wife  of  nearly 
50  years,  lives  at  Lakeland  Wesley 
Village,  a  retirement  community  near 
Aurora. 

After  he  retired  from  the  ministry  five 
years  ago,  he  and  his  wife,  Josephine, 
spent  a  year  traveling.  Tiring  of  that, 
they  eventually  moved  to  Western 
Kentucky,  near  where  a  daughter  lives. 

Mr.  Mahan  had  developed  an  interest 
in  lapidary  work  —  cutting  and  polishing 
stones  —  which  evolved  into  a  thriving 
jewelry  business'.  The  business  was  so 
successful,  in  fact,  that  he  couldn’t  keep 
up  with  it. 

The  couple  moved  to  Lakeland  Wesley 
Village  in  early  1982.  That’s  where  the 
log  cabin  comes  in.  It’s  about  a  quarter 
mile  from  the  main  building  of  the 
Village,  on  its  grounds. 

Mr.  Mahan  wants  to  reconstruct  the 
building  and  install  a  loom,  equipment 
for  woodworking,  leather  and  ceramic 
crafts,  his  lapidary  equipment  and  other 
items  that  the  residents  might  enjoy. 

A  commercial  venture  is  not  the 
purpose,  he  says.  “The  best  way  to  avoid 
senility,”  he  says,  “is  to  keep  that  spark 
of  creativity  alive.”  And  he  wants  to 


DearS.  L.: 

You  aren’t  going  to  like  this  too  much: 
it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  minister  to 
choose  the  hymns  as  he/she  is  in  charge 
of  the  service  of  worship.  However,  there 
are  many  ways  your  minister  might  be 
helped  in  choosing  hymns  that  are  both 
textually  and  musically  appropriate. 

You  may  make  suggestions  for  each 
liturgical  season  by  making  a  list  of  those 
hymns  you  find  especially  satisfying  and 
perhaps  better  known  by  your 
congregants.  The  sad  fact  is  that  most 
congregations  know  very  few  hymns  and 
these  are  repeated  over  and  over  and  the 


poor  in  the  area  in  considering  where  the 
mission  would  be  located. 

“We  didn’t  stick  to  the  main  roads, 
because  we  wanted  sister  to  see  the 
poverty  that  is  so  often  hidden,”  the 
priest  said.  “Their  interest,  of  course,  is 
to  try  to  meet  the  needs  of  poor  people, 
especially  those  that  have  the  most 
need.” 

Unlike  some  past  efforts,  which  have 
left  people  in  the  Appalachian  region 
“without  continuing  help,”  Father 
Hartman  said  the  Missionaries  of 
Charity  would  make  a  permanent 
commitment  to  the  area. 

He  also  said  the  order  had  indicated 
that  the  first  Kentucky  mountain  mission 
may  “spread  out  intoother  places.” 

Father  Hartman  said  Sister  Priscilla 
hoped  to  have  the  mission  set  up  before 
Mother  Teresa’s  visit  because  “if  things 
aren’t  completely  set  up,  she’ll  stay  there 
until  they  are.  She’s  a  real  mother  hen.” 
Sister  Priscilla,  he  added,  wants  to 
protect  Mother  Teresa’s  health  by 
making  sure  the  mission  is  operational 
and  sparing  her  from  added  work. 

A  definite  visit  to  Kentucky  by  the 
famed  nun  of  Calcutta  hasn’t  been 
confirmed,  but  Sister  Priscilla  told 
diocesan  authorities  that  “this  is  her 
usual  way  of  doing  things,”  Father 
Hartman  said. 

“When  a  mission  is  opened,  she  comes 
to  see  that  it  is  set  up,”  he  said.  “So 
unless  some  unforeseen  event  should 
arise,  she  will  be  here.” 


instill  that  creative  drive  in  other 
retirees. 

“My  goal  for  the  rest  of  my  life  is  not  to 
commercialize  on  this  craft,”  he  says, 
“but,  I  want  to  share  it  with  other 
people.” 

Mr.  Mahan  believes  that  when  people 
move  to  a  retirement  community,  they 
can  develop  one  of  three  attitudes  toward 
life. 

He  calls  the  first  the  “rocking  chair 
syndrome,”  when  the  resident  feels  his  or 
her  life  is  over,  inactivity  sets  in  and 
thoughts  turn  to  “the  good  old  days.” 

The  second,  he  terms  the 
“entertainment  syndrome,”  where 
residents  expect  to  be  entertained  by 
staff  members  or  volunteers. 

The  last  is  what  he  calls  the  “creative 
syndrome.” 

“God  did  not  create  completed 
things,”  Mahan  says.  “He  created 
potential.  Then  He  gave  us  the  desire  to 
bring  beauty  out  of  it.”  That  desire  to  be 
creative,  to  teach  others  and  to  help  keep 
them  active  is  his  main  goal  in  wanting  to 
restore  the  cabin. 

The  task  will  be  a  challenge  in  itself. 
The  cabin  is  dilapidated,  but  Mahan 
believes  it  is  solid  enough  for  restoring. 
He  knows  something  about  log  houses, 
because  he  lived  in  one  for  several  years 
when  his  ministry  took  him  to  Nashville, 
Ind. 

“The  Village  is  a  modem,  comfortable 
and  wonderful  place  to  live,”  he 
explains,  “but  most  of  my  generation  has 
its  roots  in  the  old  homesteads,  such  as 
this  one.” 

Mr.  Mahan  sums  up  the  project  quite 
simply.  “It’s  the  most  challenging 
ministry  of  my  life.” 


great  body  of  Christian  hymnody  is  never 
touched. 

Some  churches  use  the  idea  of  a  new 
hymn  a  month  and  introduce  it  in  some 
special  way,  use  it  each  Sunday  during  a 
particular  month,  and  in  this  way  add  to 
the  repertoire.  Another  church  staff, 
everyone  included  in  the  discussion  — 
musicians  and  others  —  works  together 
on  the  choosing  of  the  hymns  to  their 
mutual  edification. 

I  do  hope  you  find  some  satisfactory 
solution  that  will  be  helpful  to  both  your 
minister  and  yourself. 

Write:  ” Dear  Deborah,"  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


Crises  of  ethnic  women  defined 


beginning  of  a  crisis  of  language  barrier 
both  inside  and  outside  the  family. 

Asian  American  women  mentioned  the 
plight  of  Asian  women  who  married 
American  military  personnel.  They  said, 
“Korean  wives  are  considered  maids." 
These  women,  labeled  “war  brides,’’  are 
viewed  as  prostitutes  by  the  Asian  church, 
American  society  and  their  in-laws.  Most 
now  are  divorced  single  parents.  — 

An  Asian  American  social  worker 
talked  of  the  prejudice  of  majority 
church  congregations  against  Indo- 
Chinese.  “I  took  this  Indo-Chinese  kid  to 
church  school,  and  the  woman  said  they 
didn’t  have  kids  that  age.  On  my  way 
home  I  cried.” 

A  Native  American  program  director 
of  a  shelter  termed  shelters  a  Band-aid 
solution. 

“They  are  important  but  prevention 
must  be  the  focus.  As  you  observe 
children  in  shelters  interacting,  you  see  a 
future  generation  of  abusers.  So 
educating  the  children  and  exposing 
them  to  different  behavior  patterns  is  a 
start,”  she  said. 

Native  Americans  pointed  to  the 
economic  situation  as  the  cause  of  many 
crises.  It  is  heavily  felt  among  ethnic 
persons,  who  are  generally  underpaid, 
they  said. 

“The  prevalence  of  racism  has 
resulted  in  low  self-esteem  and  a  lack  of 
positive  role  models,”  reported  a  black 
coordinator  of  a  military  shelter  for 
battered  spouses. 

Another  black  woman  experiencing 
multiple  crises  reported  the  church  as  an 
institution  had  alienated  her  and  her 
problem  child,  although  certain 
members  had  been  very  supportive. 

Sherrie  Boyens  Dobbs  is  managing 
editor  of  RESPONSE,  the  official  pro¬ 
gram  journal  of  United  Methodist 
Women 

Dear  Deborah 


This  is  the  Rev.  Stanley  Mahan's  “dream  house.”  Mr.  Mahan,  who  has  lived  at 
Lakeland  Wesley  Village,  a  retirement  community  near  Kentucky  Lake,  since  early 
this  year,  wants  to  restore  the  old  log  house  for  use  as  a  shop  and  handicraft  center  for 
the  residents  of  the  Lakeland  Wesley  Village  retirement  community.  The  restoration 
is  in  the  planning  stages  now  and  the  renovation  should  begin  this  summer.  The  house 
is  on  the  grounds  of  the  complex.  lakeland  wesley  village  photo 


Songs  for  worship  minister’s  choice 

without  starting  a  war ? 

S.  L. 


Dear  Deborah: 

We  are  a  church  of  600  members  and  I 
have  been  the  organist  for  a  number  of 
years.  We  have  a  good  choir  and  I  always 
try  to  do  my  best  and  keep  working  at 
improving  my  playing.  It  is  a  very  sat¬ 
isfying  part  of  my  life. 

The  one  fly  in  my  ointment  is  a  new 
minister  who  insists  on  choosing  the 
hymns  himself,  and  they  leave  a  lot  to  be 
desired.  He  believes  that  hymns  are 
chosen  because  of  the  text  and  he  ignores 
the  music,  whether  it  is  good  or  bad, 
singable  or  not.  I  do  not  want  to  come  into 
any  conflict  about  this  matter  but  I  am 
not  the  only  one  who  is  concerned  about 
this.  Any  suggestions  for  doing  this 


Becalmed  ship  inspires 


Log  cabin  6 dream  house 9 
challenges  retired  minister 


JUNE  11, 1982 

The  Doors  of 

DILLARD  UNIVERSITY 


ARE  OPEN  TO  YOU 


Academic  Resources 


♦Provides  a  broad  liberal  education 
♦Offers  majors  in  the  Division  of:  Education, 
Humanities,  Natural  Sciences,  Nursing  and  Social 
Sciences 

♦Offers  special  programs  which  reinforce  and 
supplement  classroom  work 
♦Accredited  by  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Schools,  the  University  Senate  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Education 


Campus 


.  \ 

♦Sixty-two  acres  in  a  residential  section  of  New 
Orleans 

♦Often  called  one  of  the  nation’s  loveliest 
♦Chapel  is  center  of  religious  life.  Also  ideal  for  recitals 
concerts,  lectures  and  forums,  and  receptions. 


Human  Resources 


♦Noted  for  its  quality 

♦Composed  of  people  who  have  expertise  in  numerous 
areas 

♦Care  about  students 

✓ 


Cultural  Resources 


♦Consist  of  Concert  Choir,  University  Choir,  Men’s 
Glee  Club,  Female  Glee  Club,  Male  Quartet,  Jazz 
Ensemble,  Drama  Guild 

♦University  —  sponsored  art  exhibits,  lecture  series, 
drama  productions,  concerts  and  other  phases  of  culture 
and  entertainment  each  year. 


We  are  a  private  liberal  arts,  co¬ 
educational  college  with  an  average 
enrollment  of  1200  students.  Dillard 
does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of 
race,  sex,  religion  or  national  origin. 


As  a  church  founded  and  supported 
institution,  Dillard  has  always 
stressed  Christian  ideals  in 
conjunction  with  the  quest  for 
academic  excellence. 


For  further  information  write : 
Dillard  University 
260lGentilly  Blvd. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70122 
504-283-8822 
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Send  P.O.  Form  3529  to  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tx.  75222 
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£  00  ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

^  itendent . William  F.  Mayo  3 

r~ 

£  ^  . Tracy  R.  Arnold  3 

■x)  ;iate . . Larry  G.  Miller  2 

J  ™  :iate . Kent  A.  Kilboume  1 

^  _<  ro  ive . John  M.  Lee  3 

-»  rive . Fred  S.  Flurry  R  1 

5  S  dark’s . Alonzo  Campbell  3 

ant  Grove. . Randall  K.  Nichols  3 

r . Major  M.  Goldman  1 

Ball-Clear  Creek-Springhill .  . T.B.S. 

Boyce,  First-Lahey  Chapel-Sieper ....  (David  Holden  LP )  1 

Union-Macedonia . ( Herbert  Green  LP )  1 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Mem.-Evergreen-White  Chapel 

Larry  D.  O’Dell  1 

Wesley-Marshall-Simpson-St.  Marks.  (Hurvey  Sweazie, 

Jr.PTLP)  5 

Colfax-Hollins  Chapel . Edward  T.  Boyd  4 

Glenmora-Fellowship-F  orest  Hill-Melder 

. (Fred  B.  Moore  LP)  1 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . Paul  C.  Carroll  1 

Jonesville . Sherman  L.  Beird  1 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville 

John  M.  Downs  1 

Marksville-Oak  Grove-Simmesport. . .  James  W.  Spitzkeit  3 

Martha  ville-Beulah-Robeline . Abe  M.  Conerly  R  2 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta-St.  Maurice 

Frank  Chlastak  3 

Mt.  Zion-Emmanuel-St.  Paul,  C-St.  Paul,  L 

(Alex  Johnson  PTLP)  8 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel- 

St.  Marks . Charles  L.  Washington  4 

College  Avenue . Robert  E.  Townsend  6 

First . C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  3 

Oak  Grove-Campti . T.B.S. 

Olla-Tullos . Stephen  B.  Williamson  3 

Pales tine-Bethel . Jerry  A.  Means  5 

Pineville,  First . Hugh  L.  Baker  5 

Pollock-Selma-Liberty  Chapel . ( Lionel  J .  Marcel )  4 

Provencal-Weaver . Jolly  B.  Harper  R  8 

Trout,  Justiss  Mem-Eden-Urania . ( J.  T.  Cupples  LP)  2 

Winnfield-Couley . Grayson  B.  Watson  6 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Kenneth  R.  Reed  1 

Amite-Independence . Robert  L.  Burgess  2 

Baker . John  Howard  Sewell  8 

Associate . John  H.  Sewell  R  8 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor . Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  4 

Broadmoor,  Associate . John  G.  Whitley  1 

Broadmoor,  Associate . Carolyn  P.  Brannen  1 

Broadmoor,  Associate . John  Ed  Dilworth  1 

Francis  Asbury . John  L.  Vining  2 

Hughes  Memorial . William  J.  Miller  13 

Ingleside . Fred  0.  Shirley  3 

Jefferson . Alan  D.  Einsel  2 

Jordan-LeJeune . Freddie  C.  Henderson  4 

North  Baton  Rouge . Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr.  3 

St.  Andrew’s . Fred  B.  Wideman  2 

St.  John’s . Thomas  A.  Dunbar  5 

:  St.  Luke’s-Istrouma . Timothy  E.  Lawson  2 

St.  Paul’s-Deerford . John  C.  Coker  1 

Winbourne . . Edward  0.  Pickens  2 

Beech  Grove-Macedonia- 

Andrews  Chapel . ( Edward  Lewis  Berry  R)  2 

Bethel-Magnolia . Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr.  3 

Blackwater . J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  3 

Blackwater,  Associate . Mark  R.  Martin  3 

Carpenter’s  Chapel . ( Roger  Mosher  SLP )  4 

Clinton: 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . (W.  R.  Lafayette)  4 

St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel- 

Jackson  Chapel . (Adam  Franklin)  13 

Wall  Memorial-Clear  Creek . John  H.  Casey  8 

Concord-New  Hope . T.B.S. 

Days-Center-Darlington - (Paul  Singletary,  Sr.  PTLP)  2 

Denham  Springs,  First . Lonnie  M.  Sibley  1 

Roberts-St.  Luke . Clarence  L.  Hillard  11 

Faithful-New  River . (Jay  V.  Daigle  LP )  7 

Friendship-Corbin . Glendon  R.  Messer  2 

Hammond-Tickfaw . Angus  L.  Carruth  2 

Gonzales-Meadows  Chapel . Gilbert  H.  Wade,  Jr.  3 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel . Wallace  P .  Blackwood  1 

Jackson-Ethel . Claude  E.  Barron  1 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon . J.  Pennington  Morgan  2 

Live  Oak . Burton  F.  Blair  1 

Livingston-James  Chapel- 

Mangum  Chapel . James  R.  Woodward  2 

Loranger-Cooper’s  Chapel . Gary  L.  Elliott  1 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier . T.B.S. 

Norwood,  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel-Wesley  (James  A.  Smith  R)  24 

St.  Francisville-Tunica . (Harold  Babin  PTLP)  11 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . . (Marshall  C.  Paine  LP)  1 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge . (Boyd  Hood)  4 

Walker . (Joe  L.  Rountree)  3 

Zachary . Calvin  0.  Lapuyade  4 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr.  3 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island . Mark  Meier  3 

Baton  Rouge: 

Camphor  Memorial . George  W.  C.  Calvin  14 

First . J.  Woodrow  Hearn  9 

First,  Associate . . J.  Albert  Trickett  4 

First,  Associate . Donald  C.  Cottrill  4 

First,  Minister  of  Youth . Willis  W.  Dear  5 

Neely-Hartzell . Donald  R.  Avery  11 

St.  Mark . Kenneth  M.  Fisher  3 

Wesley . Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  23 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial 

University . J .  P.  Woodland,  Jr.  3 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial 

University,  Associate . Kenneth  M.  Carroll  5 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Trinity . J.W.  Wilson  R  2 

First-McGowan . Ira  M.  Robinson  3 

Grand  River-Donaldsonville,  First  —  (John  R.  Oldham)  17 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan . Kibbie  A.  Behling  2 

St.  Paul-Briggs-Mt.  Zion . (Marshall  Wesley)  4 

St.  Peter-Crowley,  Trinity-Godman  . .  (Eddie  Francis  LP)  5 
Lafayette: 

Asbury . . L.  Ray  Branton  4 

Asbury,  Associate . Weldon  Bares  3 

Asbury,  Associate . Charles  R.  Langford  1 

Davidson  Memorial-Lydia . , . . .  Allen  Wayne  Evans  4 

First . W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr.  9 

Church  of  the  Covenant . J.  Roddy  Taylor  3 

Mallalieu-St.  James . T.B.S.  1 

Lottie-Rosedale-Krotz  Springs . D.  Dale  Lyons  1 

Melville-Palmetto . ( Kenneth  Chapman  OD )  10 

New  Iberia,  First-St.  Martinville  .  Robert  B.  Crichlow,  Sr.  4 

New  Roads . (Darryl  Tate  PTLP )  1 

St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel . ( Curtis  Johnson  SLP )  2 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial- 

Port  Barre . William  M.  McCutcheon  2 

St.  Mark-Washington . Henry  Gage  6 

Plaquemine,  First . George  B.  Cunningham  5 


Hurst Chapel-St.  Luke  ....  (Wilbur G.  Davis,  Sr.  PTLP) 

Mallalieu-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion . (Walter  Barabin  R) 

St.  Paul-St.  James . (Obie  J.  Southall  LP) 

St.  Peter-Green-Wiley . (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP) 

St.  Peter-St.  James . (Bernard  Smith) 

Scott  Chapel-Shiloh . W.  C.  August 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Jack  Cooke 

Cameron-Grand  Chenier . James  E.  Constable 

Church  Point-Maxie- Ville  Platte. . .  (Nathan T.  AvantLP) 

Crowley,  First . Larry  Robertson 

DeQuincy . John  E.  Scarf 

DeRidder: 

First: . Jack  s-  Winegeart 

Wesley-Merry ville . Arthur  M.  Baker 

Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove. . . .  (Glynn  Foreman  LP) 

Eunice-Iota . William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. 

Fairview-Sweetlake . (FinasP .  Corie) 

Gueydan . Joe  A.  Hoover 

Iowa-Hayes . ( Robert  D.  Hutson  LP) 

Jennings: 

First . Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

Trinity ! !  ! . (J-  David  Strozier) 

Kinder-Oberlin-Basile . Gary  L.  Van  Horn 

Lake  Arthur . A.  Swendell  Hodges,  Jr. 

Lake  Charles: 

First . Benedict  A.  Galloway 

First,  Associate . Donald  R.  Morgan 

First,  Minister  of  Visitation . Carl  F .  Lueg  R 

Oak  Park . Steven  W.  Caraway 

St.  Luke . Charles  B.  Simmons 

Simpson . Ned  L.  Stout 

University . Woodrow  W.  Smith 

University,  Associate . M.  Jack  O’Dell 

Warren . Richard  H.  Harry 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove . Lewis  L.  Olmsted 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia . (Dan  C.  Simon  LP) 

Moss  Bluff . John  H.  Giles 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie . W.  Spiller  Milton 

Prospect-Hornbeck . John  B.  Koelemay  R 

Raymond-Elton . Eskel  L.  Tatum  R 

Rayne-Branch-Ebenezer . Douglas  R.  Foreman 

Roanoke-Crowley,  Wesley . (Homer  V.  Bailes) 

Squyres . Donald  M.  Risinger  R 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial . Conrad  P.  Edwards 

Henning,  Associate . D.  W.  Poole  R 

Maplewood . James  W.  Jones 

Wesley-Hackberry . Richard  C.  Hebert 

Vinton . Raymond  M.  Crofoot 

Welsh: 

First . Michael  D.  McLaurin 

Jones-Mallalieu . (Thomas  Wesley  SLP) 

Westlake . Theo  S.  Standley 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Douglas  L.  McGuire 

Baskin-Union . (Stowe  Harbin  PTLP) 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston . William  D.  Peeples 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge . Garland  C.  Dean,  Jr. 

Beekman . T.B.S. 

Columbia-Hebert . (E.  Eugene  Kimble) 

Crew  Lake-Reveille . <  Richard  Poss) 

Delhi . JR-  Scott-Welch 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer . (John  LacascioLP) 

Ferriday-Clayton . Terry  C.  Willis 

Grayson-Kelly . B.  Ramon  Warren 

Kilbourne-Locust  Grove . (Joe  Kitchens  OD) 

Lake  Providence . Brady  B.  Forman 

Mangum-Crow  ville . (Cage  McLemore  LP) 

Monroe: 

First . Kirby  A.  Vining 

First,  Associate . James  F.  Comer 

First,  Associate . Calvin  J.  Duke 

Memorial . Byrd  L.  Terry 

St.  James-Mount  Olive . John  D.  Sadler 

St.  Mark’s-Little  Creek . M.  Ray  Holt 

St.  Paul . Robert  S.  Murray  R 

St.  Paul’s . Donald  J.  Hall 

Southside . Lea  Joyner 

Oak  Grove-Forest . George  H.  Sherman,  Jr. 

Oak  Ridge . James  E.  Wilson 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge . Kenneth  G.  Rorie 

St.  Andrew’s-Bartholomew . (Thomas  A.  Wilson) 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof- Wesley . Charles  Floyd,  Jr. 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg . I.  Elmer  Malone 

Tallulah . Rupert  D.  Coles 

Vidalia . M.C.Cady 

Washington  Circuit . (Joe  Brown  LP) 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury . Barbara  Smith-Duke 

Claibome-Willhite . W.  Ed  Parks 

First . DeWitt  M .  Ginn 

McGuire . L.  Deen  Thompson 

Woodlawn . (Pete  J.  MedakPTLP) 

Winnsboro-Gilbert . John  David  Corley 

Wisner-Boeuf  Prairie . Oakley  E.  Edwards 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . William  C.  Blakely 

Berwick . E.  J.  Martin 

Buras,  Trinity-Hope  Chapel . Lillard  R.  Bevill 

Golden  Meadow -Grand  Isle . Paul  W.  Carter 

Houma : 

First . John  Winn/Carole  Cotton-Winn 

Houma  Heights-Clanton  Chapel . Stephen  P.  Carter 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . Nathaniel  P.  Williams  R 

Luling-St.  John . Larry  Maddin 

Mathews-Bayou  Blue . S.  W.  Seals 

Morgan  City : 

Pharr  Chapel . J.  Vernon  Fairley 

Walmsley-Mason . Roger  J.  Transpers 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn  . . .  (Albert  Holland  LP) 
New  Orleans: 

Algiers,  First” . Richard  R.  Meek 

Asbury-St.  Matthew . William  L.  Jones 

Aurora . Byrl  J.  Moreland 

Aurora,  Associate. . . David  G.  Trickett 

Belle  Chasse-St.  James . Eddie  E.  Morgan 

Boynton . 0.  W.  Christopher  R 

Carrollton . Leland  D.  Wade 

Felicity . T.B.S. 

First  Street . Abraham  E.  Davis 

Gretna . Ray  Rolon  Spiller 

Haven . Russell  L.  Jones 

Jefferson . Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr. 

Kenner,  First . Robert  R.  Miller 

Ross-Thomas . (Donald  Barrie  LP) 

Mount  Zion . Alfred  L.  Norris 

Mount  Zion,  Pastor  Emeritus . W.  T.  Handy,  Sr.  R 

Napoleon  Avenue . T.  Wayne  Perrott 

Parker  Memorial . T.B.S. 

Peck  .......  u  1  ;J.  :■ . Julius  Jefferson 

Peoples . William  R.  London,  Jr. 

Philips  Memorial-Shaw  Temple . Alfred  Pollar 

Rayne  Memorial . Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr. 

Rayne  Memorial,  Associate . Stephen  C.  Fleming 

St.  Matthew’s . George  A.  Duerson 

St.  Paul . Luther  W.  Taylor 


8  Trinity-Wesley . (Percell  Church,  Sr.  LP)  2 

3  Williams . (Thomas  A.  Hoover,  Jr.  PTLP)  3 

2  St.  James,  Hahnville . (Henry  J.  Rhyan  R)  1 

3  Patterson-Bayou  Vista . (Gary  Cook  LP)  2 

2  Thibodaux: 

14  First-Vacherie-Gibson . Steven  M.  Spurlock  1 

Calvary-Magnolia . Louis  Streams  2 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

4  District  Superintendent . W.  D.Boddie  6 

1  Bogalusa : 

5  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial . R.  Larry  Stafford  1 

2  Thirkield-Harry’s  Chapel . ( Wesley  Cyprian  LP )  1 

3  Covington,  First . Edwin  J  Barksdale  7 

Fitzgerald- Waldheim . Claude  Edward  Henkel  1 

3  Franklinton: 

6  Centenary-Fisher . LaelS.  Jones  7 

2  Winan-Hays  Chapel . Terrence  S.  August  3 

1  Lacombe-St.  Tammany . (Percy  Mac  Frazier  PTLP!  3 

5  LaPlace: 

4  Lasseigne-Lutcher . Robert  W.  Bengtson  5 

1  Lutcher  Chapel-St  James,  Whitehall. . . .  Robert  Williams  3 

New  Orleans: 

8  Bethany . Roger  D-  Lathan  3 

1  Brooks . ( George  M.  Alfred)  3 

3  Elysian  Fields-John  Wesley . Mickey  D.  Stringfield  1 

2  First .  . Harry  A.  Harrington,  Jr.  3 

Gentilly-Second . . Jerry  M.  James  2 

4  Grace . Robert  F.  Harrington  6 

2  Hartzell-Ray  Ave . (James  S.  Davidson)  7 

4  LaHarpe-Thompson . Andrew  J.  Douglas  15 

2  Lake  Vista . Donice  W.  Alverson  11 

3  Metairie . Kathy  Henderson  3 

3  Munholland . Joe  W.  McClain  3 

2  Munholland,  Associate . James  Thomas  Logan  1 

2  St.  Andrew . William  I.  Eubanks  6 

6  St.  Bemard-Arabi . (Robert  W.  Peterson)  1 

St.  Luke’s . James  0.  Evans  2 

1  St.  Mark’s . David  Billings  5 

3  St.  Philip . <  Burnell  Bell  LP )  11 

1  Spanish  Speaking  Ministry . (Juan  Sanfiel  LP )  4 

3  Pearl  River-Talisheek . C.  Wayne  Flowers  2 

1  Ponchatoula : 

1  First-Lee’s  Landing . Robert  L.  Potter  4 

1  Wesley  Chapel . William  M .  Jacocks  9 

12  St.  Landry-St.  James,  Springfield- 

5  Maurepas . ( Dan  Washington  PTLP)  1 

St  Timothy-on-the-North-Shore . M  Eugene  Finnell  3 

2  Slidell: 

7  Aldersgate . Christopher  H.  Andrews  7 

2  Aldersgate,  Associate . Thomas  L.  Howe  1 

4  First . Sale  T.  Lilly  2 

3  First,  Associate . Helen  G.  Ploegsma  2 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion-Newell . J.  D.  V.  Hamilton,  Jr.  4 

3  Springfield-Huff’sChapel-Maurepas  .  (Alvin  S.  Mayo  LP)  2 

3  Varnado-Sun-Bush . T.B.S. 

3  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s 

Chapel . ( Robert  Nelson  Brown  LP )  3 

4  RUSTON  DISTRICT 

4  District  Superintendent . Robert  L.  Peyton  6 

Ansley . William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  23 

3  Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah . Thomas  0.  Crosby,  Jr.  2 

3  Athens-Crossroads . (Joseph  H.  Windham  PTLP)  5 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield . T.B.S.  1 

6  Bienville-Mill  Creek-Strange . T.B.S. 

2  Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village . Dorothy  McGowen  2 

2  Chatham-Center  Point . (Thomas  C.  Beeler  LP )  1 

1  Choudrant-Douglas . :  ... - Brenda  Layman  2 

4  Clay-Sanders  Chapel . T.B.S. 

2  Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley . Steven  D.  Bearden  4 

1  Downsville-Bethel-Mt.  Nebo . (H.  Austin  Smith)  1 

3  Doyline-Sibley . T.B.S. 

1  Dubach-Hilly . (Charles  Stovall  LP)  1 

Farmerville . Lester  N.  Nance  2 

1  Gibsland-Oak  Grove . T.B.S. 

2  Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona  . . .  Cleburne  W.  Quaid  R  4 

1  Haynesville-Shongaloo . Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr.  2 

1  Heflin-Brushwood . T.B.S. 

3  Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope . Mark  B.  Benge  1 

2  Homer-Wesley  Chapel . Terral  T.  Lowe  4 

5  Jonesboro . Clyde  W.  Averett  2 

4  Marion-Bird’s  Chapel . ( Elmer  B.  Fant  LP)  1 

31  Minden : 

3  First . James  M.  Poole  3 

7  First,  Associate . B.  Paul  Durbin  R  13 

4  First,  Associate . William  H.  Willis  1 

1  Lakeview . August  E.  Aamodt  2 

4  Pine  Grove-Bethlehem . Karl  B.  Tooke  R  1 

2  Quitman-Faith . Lawrence  Gilbert  R  1 

3  Ringgold-Castor-Grand  Bayou . (Joe  D.  Solomon  LP)  2 

2  Ruston : 

14  Trinity . Merlin  W.  Merrill  12 

Trinity,  Associate . James  R.  McLelland  1 

1  Trinity,  Associate . M.  Roily  Walker  4 

5  Grace-Wesley  Chapel . James  H.  Humphreys  3 

4  Simsboro-Salem-Antioch . (Clinton  A.  Jordan  LP)  1 

8  Springhill-Sarepta . Beverly  E.  Bond  2 

8  Ruston  Greater  Circuit : 

2  Eros-Antioch . William  B.  Shaw  R  1 

9  Concord-Mclnty re . ( Donn  M .  Kurtz  PTLP )  8 

Whitehall-Colquitt-E  vergreen . ( W .  Paul  Cassels  R )  7 

3  SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

5  District  Superintendent . W.  Odell  Simmons  1 

2  Benton . Paul  E .  Reger  R  1 

2  Belcher . L.  Gray  Wilson  R  1 

Blanchard . John  R.  Johns  2 

5  Bossier  City: 

3  Barksdale . Minns  S.  Robertson  3 

1  First . James  L.  Adams  1 

6  St.  Stephen’s . RoyE.Mouser  2 

3  Bradford-New  Light-Pilgrim’s  Rest .  ( W.  C.  Moore  PTLP)  9 

Coushatta-Wesley . Robert  E.  Carter  2 

2  Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit . ( Donald  Johnson  PTLP )  1 

2  Fairview-McDonald-Providence  (Oscar  E.  Player  PTLP)  5 

4  Greenwood-Bethany . (JohnLavoLP)  1 

Hosston-Gilliam-Ida . (Cecil  C.  Mims)  1 

3  Keatchie-Shiloh . T.B.S. 

2  Logansport-Bethel . John  N.  Williams  5 

1  Longstreet-Stonewall . Robert  E.  Taylor  10 

2  Love  Chapel-Haughton . Douglas  L.  Cain  4 

1  Mansfield-Grand  Cane . Charles  B.  Humphreys  5 

5  Many-Bayou  Scie . (George  A.  McVay )  1 

1  Mooringsport-Oil  City . Daniel  M.  Grove,  Jr.  9 

Plain  Dealing-Walker’s  Chapel . .  Clarence  B.  Krumnow  R  1 
9  Pleasant  Hill-Mitchell-Pelican . Walter  Garriott  R  2 

I  Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion- 

5  Bonchest-St.  Matthew . ( Willie  Jackson  SLP )  2 

7  Rosa-Taylor’s  Chapel-James 

l  Chapel-Haskin’s . (Frank  Williams  PTLP)  2 

6  Vivian-Rodessa . William  E.  Nolan  1 

3  Shreveport: 

3  Broadmoor . H.  Warren  Blakeman  1 

3  Broadmoor,  Associate . George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  R  1 

Broadmoor,  Associate . James  W.  Matthews  R  5 

1  Caddo  Heights-Keithville . C.  Gerald  Richardson  2 

II  Cedar  Grove-EUerbe  Road . Edwin  H.  House,  Jr.  4 

3  Christ . Bob  Lawton  1 

4  Fairfield-Jewella . Howard  L.  Milo  9 

2  First . D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.  29 

1  First,  Associate . James  W.  Moore  11 

1  First,  Associate . Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  8 


First,  Associate . Jerry  Hilbun  2 

Johnson  Chapel-Mt.  Zion . ( Lee  C.  Jennings  R)  7 

Lakeview . Howard  B.  Childs  1 

Mangum . Daniel  W.  Tohline  6 

Momingside . Lynn  W.  Merrill  1 

Noel . Stone  W.  Caraway  4 

Noel,  Associate . Fred  W.  Schwendimann  R  3 

Noel,  Associate . Kathy  Clark-Dickens  2 

North  Highlands . Robert  I.  Gala tas  6 

St.  James-Round  Grove . James  A.  Graham  4 

St.  Luke’s . Donald  K.  McDowell  1 

St.  Paul . Nathan  Daniels,  Jr.  6 

Summer  Grove . John  M.  Braden  3 

Trinity . ( Leo  L.  Beck )  5 

Wynn . ( Harold  W.  Longfellow )  12 

Wesley-Shady  Grove . George  L.  Thomas  12 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble . Raymond  DeLaughter  4 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 

Director  of  Financial  Affairs . James  J.  Caraway- 

Director  of  Special  Ministries . Samuel  W.  Walker 

Director  of  Program . Harvey  G  .  Williamson 

Associate  Director  of  Program . w-  Dwight  Ramsey 

Conference  Youth 

Coordinator . Leland  Patterson  Culligan 

Assoc.  Prof,  of  Phil.  & 

Rel.  Studies  SMU . Benjamin  A.  Petty 

Prof,  of  Teaching  Min.,  Iliff 

School  olTbeol . Clarence  H.  Shelling  Jr 

Director  of  Admissions, 

Perkira  School  SMU . LinnC.  Richardson 

Prof,  of  Social  Ethics, 

Candler  School  of  TheoJ . Theodore  R.  Weber 

Off.  of  Fid.  Serv.,  BGM 

National  Division . James  E.  Christie 

President.  Centenary  College. 

Shreveport . Donald  A.  Webb 

T.  L.  James  Prof,  of  Rel.. 

Centenary  College . Webb  D.  Pomeroy 

Chap.  4  Chm.  of  Dept,  of  Rel. 

Assoc.  Prof,  of  Rel .  Robert  Ed  Taylor 

Assoc.  Prof,  of  Christ.  Ed., 

Centenary  College . DonaldG.  Eraler 

Director  CSC  Program.  Centenary 

Collrgf  . Hebert  M.  Scott 

Chaplain,  Dillard  University  Leslie  P.  Norris 

Execut.  Dir.  Louisiana  Interchurch 


BRH  4 
BRL  3 
BRH  I 
BRH  1 

BRH  1 

NOH  30 

NOH  19 

S  I 

NOH  25 

R  4 

S  6 


S  5 
NOS  8 


.  James  L.  Stovall  BRH  7 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 

Fid.  Representative.  Off. 

of  Tech.  Ass.  GBGM . David  Billings  NOS  2 

Supt.,  Methodist  Home  Hospital . William  P  Fraser  NOH  3 

Supt.  People  Comm.  Ctr/Dir 

N.O.  Metro  Min . William  R  London,  Jr  NOH  II 

Director.  Hughes  Memorial  Center  William  J.  Miller  BRH  13 

Chaplain/Dir.  Past.  Care, 

Pendleton  Mem.  Hosp . Paul  G.  Durbin  NOS  7 

Assoc.  Chap  ,  Pendleton  Meth.  Hasp . (Judy  E.  Nelson  OD)  NOS  1 

Chap.  Meth.  Children's  Home/ 

Dir.  Pub.  Rel . Douglas  T  Williams,  Jr.  R  9 

Supt.,  Camp  Istrouma . (J.  Monroe  Wilkes)  BRH  18 

Chaplain,  East  Louisiana  State 

Hosp.  Jackson . Walter  C.  Worthy  BRH  12 

Louisiana  Tech  Univ., 

Campus  Min . William  M.  Stokes  R  26 

Northeast  La.  University  Campus 

Minister . James  E.  Wilson  M  14 

Northwestern  La  University  Campus 

Minister . Robert  E.  Townsend  A  6 

Southeastern  LA  Univ.  Campus 

Minister . William  M.  Jacocks  BRH  9 

Southern  University  Campus  Minister .  Freida  Brown  BRL  1 

Tulane  University  Campus 

Minister . Robert  Wagener  NOH  5 

Univ,  of  Southwestern  LA  Campus  Min . Don  R.  Ross  BRL  5 

UNO.  SUNO,  Delgado  Campus  Minister . Carol  Susan  Winn  NOS  2 

Military  Chaplain,  US  Air 

force . LucienE.  Larche  M  27 

Military  Chaplain,  US  Army . Forest  N.  Blount  M  21 

Military  Chaplain,  US  Army . Willie  Lee  Henry  NOS  9 

Military  Chaplain.  US  Navy . Robert  G.  Rowland  LC  8 

Military  Chaplain.  US  Navy . William  G.  Willson  LC  25 

Military  Chaplain,  Vet.  Admin . Thomas  M  Babington,  III  BRL  16 

Military  Chaplain,  Vet.  Admin.,  Shreveport . Floyd  M.  Durham  S  12 

Military  Chaplain,  Vet. 

Admin., N.M . J.W. Williams  NOS  3 

Chaplain,  Dixon  Correctional 

Institute . Bertrand  Griffin  BRL  6 

Chaplain,  Central  Louisiana  Slate 

Hosp . Roland  K.  Friedrich  A  19 

Chaplain,  Lafayette  General  Hospital . Richard  Behling  BRL  2 

Chaplain,  Baton  Rouge  General 

Hospital . Henry  E.  Pickett  BRH  7 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND 
LOCAL  CHURCH  STRUCTURES 

Clinical  Chapl.,  Birchwood  Campus.  South 

Carolina . Howard  D.  Ellzey  BRL  10 

Chap./Assoc.  Prof,  of  Rel. 

Curry  College . W.  Russell  Pregeant  BRH  1 1 

Dir.  Child  Care  Services,  Juliette 

Fowler  Homes . Joe  E.  Fogle  NOS  5 

Exec.  Dir.  of  Creative  Min.  Assoc., 

Durham,  N.C . Cathy  Carlson  M  7 

Chaplain  &  Dir.  Dept. 

of  Pastoral  Counseling . Roy  B.  Nash  NOH  5 

Chaplain,  Huntsville  Texas  State 

Prison . William  R.  Pittman  NOS  3 

Medical  Tech/Chap.  Alco,  Rehab  Center. 

VA  Hosp . C.  Gerald  Fuller  NOS  3 

Chaplain,  Desert  Samaritan  Hospital. 

Mesa,  Ariz . Dan  R.  Allen  S  3 

APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 

Asbury  Theological  Seminary, 

Baton  Rouge- Hammond . Leon  A.  Boggs 

Candler  School  of  Theol . , 

Monroe . Paul  C.  Carroll,  Jr. 

Candler  School  of  Theol., 

New  Orleans-Slidell . Ronald  Dauphin 

Perkins  School  of  Theol.,  Shreveport . John  Van  Dickens 

Candler  School  of  Theol.,  Monroe . Deborah  Drash-Carroll 

Boston  School  of  Theol,  Monroe . JonO  Hattaway 

Iliff  School  of  Theol.,  Shreveport . James  W.  Mitchell 

Perkins  School  of  Theol..  New  Orleans-Slidell . Mary  C.  Sloan 

Iliff  School  of  Theol.,  New  Orleans-Slidell . Jerry  Van  Hoosen 

DIACONAL  MINISTERS 

Director  of  Rel.  Educ.,  University, 

Lake  Charles . N.  arsha  Gayle  Alexander 

Director  of  Christian  Education,  Jefferson . Barbara  C.  Einsel 

Children's  Coordinator,  GBD . Barbara  Garcia 

Director  of  Conf.  Rel.,  Div.  of  Diac.  Min.,  Nashville . Joaquin  Garcia 

Guidance  Counsellor,  Merryville  H.S . Norma  K.  Garlington 

Dir.  of  Christian  Education,  Horseshoe . Patricia  Haulk  Hogan 

Director  of  Music,  Zachary . Sidney  Montegudo 

Dir.  of  Christian  Education  University, 

Lake  Charles . Mrs.  Lura  Hunter 

Dir.  of  Christian  Education,  St.  Paul's,  Monroe . Doris  Pennington  Sheppard 

CSC  Program,  Centenary  College . Cheryl  T.  Washburn 

MISSIONARY 

Missionary  to  Liberia . Ester  L.  Hammond 

DISABILITY  LEAVE 

Roy  L.  Garrett . 1 

Sidney  Earl  Irving  A . 3 

Lewis  E.  Milem  A . 8 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

RichardO.Beckham.III .  NOS  3 

Douglas  L.  Davis .  NOH  1 

Pearl  W  Evans .  BRL  2 

Lloyd  A.  Foreman . 

MillicentC.  Feske .  NOH  1 

Theresa  McConnell .  A  I 

M .  Lewis  Morris,  Jr .  R  2 

James  Richardson .  .  S  I 

Jay  R.  Rogers . 

Craig  Taylor .  BRH  I 

Marie  P.  Williams .  S  2 

Lorris  M.  Wimberly,  Jr .  BRL  2 

HONORABLE  LOCATION 

Bruce  J.  Layman . .  R  1 

George  W.  Martin .  S  1 
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Gallup  poll  statistics,  religious 
commitment,  and  abundant  life 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


If  raw  numbers  alone  told  the  whole 
story,  then  we  might  all  fall  into 
depression  over  George  Gallup’s  recent 
findings  that  only  12  percent  of  American 
adults  are  “highly  spiritually 
committed”  and  live  what  is  described 
as  "a  devout  life”  iseeUMR,  June  11). 

Raw  numbers  don’t  tell  the  whole 
story,  however.  When  one  considers  the 
criteria  Mr.  Gallup  used  for  measuring 
spiritual  commitment,  one  might  even 
take  comfort  in  the  fact  that  as  many  as 
one-eighth  of  those  surveyed  were 
deemed  to  be  religiously  "devout.” 

In  order  to  qualify  for  Mr.  Gallup’s  top 
ranking  for  spiritual  commitment, 
respondents  had  to  say  they:  (1)  believe 
in  the  divinity  of  Jesus;  (2)  consider 
their  religious  beliefs  the  most  important 
influence  in  their  lives;  (3)  constantly 
seek  God’s  will  through  prayer; 
(4)  believe  God  loves  them  in  spite  of 
their  frailties;  (5)  gain  a  great  deal  of 
comfort  from  religious  beliefs;  (6)  try  to 
put  those  beliefs  into  practice  in  relations 
with  persons  of  different  races,  religions 
and  backgrounds;  and  (7)  wish  for  their 
religious  beliefs  to  grow  even  stronger. 

At  least  as  revealing  as  the 
percentages  contained  in  Mr.  Gallup’s 
survey,  however,  is  the  high  positive 
correlation  it  shows  between  a  person’s 
degree  of  religious  commitment  on  the 


one  hand,  and  personal  happiness, 
family  strength,  tolerance  of  people  who 
are  different,  and  community¬ 
mindedness  on  the  other.  Mr.  Gallup  said 
that  deeply  "devout”  persons  are  clearly 
“a  breed  apart  from  the  rest  of  the 
populace”  in  these  areas. 

If  neither  this  correlation  nor  Mr. 
Gallup’s  basic  statistics  sound  totally 
novel  to  you,  then  you’re  right.  Long  ago 
Jesus  said:  "Enter  by  the  narrow  gate; 
for  the  gate  is  wide  and  the  way  is  easy 
that  leads  to  destruction,  and  those  who 
enter  it  are  many.  For  the  gate  is  narrow 
and  the  way  is  hard  that  leads  to  life,  and 
those  who  find  it  are  few.” 

Mr.  Gallup  has  merely  reconfirmed 
via  modern  surveying  methods  the 
continuing  validity  of  an  ancient  truth: 
that  human  life’s  deepest  meaning  and 
greatest  joy  are  to  be  found  in 
relationship  to  God.  The  greater  our 
sense  of  devotion  to,  and  dependence 
upon  God,  the  more  likely  we  are  to 
experience  authentic  everyday 
fulfillment  as  human  beings.  And  yet, 
tragically,  only  a  small  percentage  of  the 
human  family  comes  to  experience  this 
relationship  in  its  fullness. 

These  facts,  when  taken  together, 
plainly  reveal  that  we  have  a  basic  and 
ongoing  missionary  task  to  perform. 
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Here  I  Stand 

The  ivorship  time  should  not  be 
a  silent  time .  nor  a  study  time 


By  W.  TERRY  VAN  HOOK 
Writers  in  this  column  have  recently 
deplored  current  worship  trends  on  two 
important  points.  First:  that  there  is  no 
quietness  in  the  beginning  parts  of 
worship  to  "hear  the  still,  small  voice  of 
God.”  Second:  that  too  many  preachers 
do  not  "teach  from  the  Bible”  enough  to 
satisfy  people’s  needs.  I  sympathize  with 
these  writers  as  they  express  critical 
concerns  of  many  persons  within  the 
church  regarding  personal  prayer  and 
Bible  literacy.  I  disagree,  however,  with 


the  conclusion  that  they  are  the  form  and 
substance  of  “worship.” 

The  ‘ideal  worship’ 

To  base  the  "ideal  worship”  on  these 
concerns  would  have  us  see:  quiet  prayer 
for  15  minutes  to  begin  the  service; 
scripture  reading  and  teaching  the 
gospel  for  another  30  minutes ;  inspiring 
hymns  and  anthems,  20  minutes,  and  10 
minutes  of  “praising  God”  by  taking  the 
offering,  singing  the  doxology  and  saying 
the  affirmation  of  faith.  If  communion 


My  Witness 

How  to  greet  the  pastor’s  spouse 


Faith  and  faith’s  effects 


In  our  efforts  as  Christians  to  share  the 
gospel  with  others,  we  should  not  hesitate 
to  point  out  the  beneficial  effects  that 
predictably  accompany  a  life  of  faith  — 
such  as  these  described  by  pollster 
George  Gallup  (see  preceding  editorial). 
At  the  same  time,  we  should  resist  the 
temptation  to  urge  people  to  “have  faith” 
in  order  to  experience  more  happiness, 
stronger  family  relations,  more 
tolerance  or  greater  community¬ 
mindedness.  A  life  of  deep  religious  faith 
cannot  be  attained  merely  by  aspiring  to 
have  the  effects  of  faith.  Such  superficial 
appeals  would,  at  best,  increase  the 
number  of  persons  who  pay  lip  service  to 
the  Christian  faith  without  experiencing 
the  fulfillment  which  comes  from 
accepting  it  as  an  actual  way  of  life. 

While  society  today  allures  people  in 
manifold  ways  to  seek  a  "wide  and  easy” 
way  of  life,  we,  as  Christians,  are  called 
to  proclaim  the  one  message  most 
authentically  able  to  satisfy  the  spiritual 
hungers  of  human  beings:  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  When  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
becomes  the  central  point  of  a  person’s 
life,  into  which  all  other  aspects  of  daily 


life  are  integrated,  then  that  person’s  life 
becomes  happier  and  more  meaningful 
in  every  way. 

Many  Christians  today  have  become 
bashful  about  sharing  with  persons 
inside  or  outside  the  church  the  claims 
that  God  places  upon  our  lives  through 
Christ,  and  the  supreme  benefits  that  are 
derived  from  a  life  of  faith.  We  can  be 
grateful  that  Mr.  Gallup  and  his 
computers  are  not  similarly  bashful. 

We  should  each  take  inventory  on  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  our  spiritual 
commitment  —  both  in  our  personal  lives 
and  in  our  life  together  within  the  church. 
Those  of  us  who  do  not  fit  into  the 
minority  category  of  “highly  spiritually 
committed”  persons  need  to  be 
motivated  by  our  fellow  Christians  to 
give  living-by-faith  a  chance.  Those  of  us 
who  already  qualify  as  “devout”  in  the 
observance  of  our  faith  should  not 
become  smug  and  ^elf-satisfied.  We 
should  do  all  in  our  power  to  share  the 
joys  of  Christian  faith  and  living  with 
others,  while  acknowledging  our  own 
continuing  need  for  growth  in  faith. 


By  TOM  GOODHUE 
At  this  moment,  many  congregations 
are  greeting  new  pastors  and  their 
families.  In  days  past,  everyone  had  a 
pretty  good  idea  what  roles  they 
expected  the  pastor’s  spouse  to  play  in 
the  congregation  and  the  community, 
and  they  knew  how  they  were  expected  to 
relate  to  him  or  her  ( almost  always  a  her ) . 

For  better  or  worse,  this  has  changed. 
Nowadays,  many  spouses  have  their  own 
identities  apart  from  the  pastor.  Fewer 
are  willing  to  suffer  silently  in  roles  they 
loathe.  Some  do  not  come  to  meetings  of 
the  women’s  fellowship.  Some  do  not 
worship  regularly  with  the  pastor’s 
congregation.  Some  are  not  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  Some  are  ordained  themselves. 
Some  are  male. 

In  many  ways  these  changes  are  for 
the  better,  but  how  are  lay  people 
supposed  to  relate  to  the  spouses  under 
these  new  circumstances?  Perhaps  we 
need  a  new  Emily  Post  to  give  us 
etiquette  for  spouse-greeting  in  the 
1980’s.  These  are  a  few  of  my 
suggestions : 

1.  Invite,  but  do  not  assume.  Feel  free 
to  invite  him  or  her  to  worship  with  the 
congregation,  to  visit  the  women’s  (or 
men’s)  fellowship,  or  to  sing  in  the  choir, 
but  do  not  assume  that  s/he  will. 

2.  Get  to  know  the  person's  gifts  and 
needs  before  asking  her/him  to  fill  your 
empty  slots.  Too  often  we  build  up  hopes 
that  this  new  spouse  will  teach  Sunday 
school,  lead  the  women’s  fellowship,  or 
whatever,  and  never  learn  about  the 
unique  unexpected  contribution  which 
might  have  been  made.  The  same  is  true 
for  all  new  members  of  the  congregation. 

3.  Appreciate  behind-the-scenes  support 
as  much  as  public  appearances.  Some 
spouses  are  not  gregarious,  just  as  many 


parishioners  are  not.  They  need  to  be 
welcomed  the  way  they  are,  not  expected 
to  socialize  widely.  I  learned  during  my 
first  year  in  a  parish  that  while  my  own 
wife  would  not  play  a  public  role,  she 
offered  such  private  support  as  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  expertise,  fixing  the  church  mimeo¬ 
graph  machine,  and  explaining  to  me 
how  the  United  Methodist  appointment 
process  really  worked. 

4.  Invite  him/her  for  lunch,  dinner  or 
coffee.  Call  yourself  rather  than  going 
through  the  pastor,  since  it  will  give  you 
a  chance  to  chat.  Please  don’t  feel 
rebuffed  if  you  ask  the  pastor,  “Can  the 
two  of  you  come  for  dinner  next 
Friday?”  and  you  are  told,  “I’m  not  sure 
we’re  both  free.  I’ll  call  you  back.”  This 
does  not  mean  that  either  of  them  wish  to 
avoid  the  dinner.  Some  of  us  just  make  a 
practice  of  checking  with  our  spouses 
before  committing  them  to  anything, 
even  if  we  think  they’d  love  to  go.  And 
some  of  us  cannot  remember  our  own 
schedules,  let  alone  our  mate’s. 

5.  Be  willing  to  socialize  with  the 
pastor  without  the  spouse.  People’s 
schedules  are  becoming  so  varied  and 
non-overlapping  that  we  are  probably  all 
going  to  have  to  learn  to  share  moments 
with  folks  one  at  a  time:  with  one  spouse 
but  not  the  other,  with  dad  and  kids  but 
not  mom,  etc.  I  might  hate  to  miss  the 
dinner  even  if  my  wife  cannot  come  that 
night.  I  have  even  been  known  to  enjoy 
most  women’s  fellowship  meetings  I 
have  gone  to  alone. 

6.  Try  not  to  hold  their  careers  against 
them.  Parishioners  often  fear  that 
“She’ll  be  too  busy  for  me  to  get  to  know 
her”  or  “He’ll  never  be  able  to  run  the 
bazaar."  (Sometimes  pastors  have  the 
same  reaction  when  key  laywomen  begin 
to  work  outside  the  home!)  Our  work 


often  adds  much  to  our  lives.  Try  to 
approach  a  spouse's  career  with  a 
positive  attitude.  What  does  it  add  to 
her/his  life?  What  might  I  learn  from 
her/his  experiences  on  the  job? 

7.  Don’t  expect  him/her  to  change  to 
meet  your  needs.  So  you  find  that  s/he 
has  a  few  annoying  habits  and  doesn’t  do 
some  of  the  wonderful  things  Pastor  X’s 
wife  does,  or  has  a  personality  that  you 
dislike  —  so  what?  Who’s  perfect, 
anyway? 

Most  of  us  know  that  a  marriage  is 
headed  for  trouble  if  either  partner 
enters  into  it  expecting  to  remake  the 
other  along  predetermined  lines.  The 
same  holds  for  your  relationship  with 
members  of  the  clergy  and  their 
families.  While  we  may  have  some 
influence  on  others,  may  draw  out  their 
“best  side”  and  may  even  help  them  to 
grow  a  bit,  we  cannot  expect  our  bosses, 
our  employees,  our  parents  or  our 
children  to  be  everything  we  would  wish. 
Why  expect  pastors  and  their  families  to 
shape  their  lives  around  our  desires? 

If  we  greet  others  with  warmth, 
openness,  and  tolerance,  we  are  much 
more  likely  to  discover  their  “best  side,” 
and  to  let  them  help  us  find  our  “best 
side.”  This  is  part  of  what  it  means  for 
Christians  to  grow  in  grace. 

Perhaps  some  parishioners  could  also 
offer  members  of  the  clergy  and  their 
families  some  suggestions  for  modern 
etiquette  in  congregation-making. 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  W.  Goodhue,  is  a  member  of  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference,  currently  appointed  to  the 
Riverside  Church  in  New  York  City. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

God  blesses  ‘dedicated  leadership’  regardless  of  abilities 


To  the  Editor: 

I  share  the  view  expressed  by  Ray 
Henry  (UMR,  May  28)  that  better 
communications  are  needed  between 
laity  and  church  leaders  and  that 
“listening,  caring,  and  sharing  of 
concern  for  the  body  of  Christ  would 
help,  from  the  bishop  on  down.” 
However,  I  cannot  agree  that  the  most 
necessary  ability  of  a  minister  in  a  local 
church  is  to  preach.  Good  speakers  can 
be  purchased  but  the  qualities  mentioned 
above  cannot  be  bought  for  any  price.  No 
doubt,  the  church  that  has  a  good 
preacher  who  also  possesses  all  of  these 
qualities  is  doubly  blessed. 

I  have  had  close  association  with  many 
pastors.  Two  who  rate  very  high  with  me 
came  to  churches  under  difficult 
circumstances  in  which  the  churches 
were  facing  many  serious  problems. 
Under  their  dedicated  leadership, 
conditions  improved  and  when  it  came 
time  for  them  to  move  on,  both  churches 
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had  strong  programs  for  Christ.  Neither 
of  these  pastors  would  rate  high  as  a 
preacher  based  on  usual  standards,  but 
God  used  the  abilities  they  had. 

Pastors,  take  heart!  Even  if  you  are 
not  a  great  preacher,  do  your  best  to 
serve  God  with  the  abilities  you  have  and 
He  will  bless  your  efforts.  “Listening, 
caring,  and  sharing  of  concern  for  the 
body  of  Christ”  are  also  necessary 
abilities  of  a  minister  in  a  local  church 
and  cannot  be  replaced  by  preaching. 

Guy  Leuty 
Arlington,  Texas 
No  great  expectation  that 
preaching  will  improve 
To  the  Editor: 

Perhaps  that  May  28  letter  from  Ray 
Henry  requesting  better  preaching  in  our 
churches  ought  to  have  been  addressed 
to  our  seminaries  and  not  to  our  church 
leaders  “from  bishop  on  down.” 

But  of  course  there’s  that  question,  can 
a  man  or  a  woman  be  trained  to  preach 
acceptably?  One  of  my  seminary 
professors  believed  that  preachers  were 
“born  and  not  made.” 

I  am  not  saying  he  was  wrong  but  I  find 
lay  people  much  more  encouraging. 
They  never  cease  to  believe  that  we  are 
capable  of  better  preaching,  and  that 
better  preaching  can  “rejuvenate  many 
of  our  declining  congregations.” 

But  frankly,  I  have  no  great 
expectation  that  preaching  will  improve 
much.  After  these  many  years  I  have  yet 
to  learn  how  to  preach  good  sermons 
myself  but  as  long  as  our  lay  people  keep 
insisting  I  see  no  reason  to  give  up. 

Shigeo  Tana  be 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Mr.  Miller’s  ‘My  Witness’ 
answers  doubt,  questions 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  was  reading  Roy  L.  Miller’s  “My 
Witness”  (See  UMR,  May  14),  I  said 
aloud,  “How  beautiful,  how  true!”  I  can’t 
remember  when  I  have  read  words  that 
tell  so  plainly  and  simply  what 
Christianity  is  all  about.  Reading  the 
entire  article  was  a  heart  warming 
experience  for  me  —  and  I  was 
compelled  to  read  it  several  times. 

I  like  his  statement,  “But  is 
Christianity  really  a  religion?  Only 
secondarily.  Christianity  is  primarily  a 
relationship  with  God,  as  He  is  known  in 
Jesus  Christ  ,  which  relationship  sets  one 
free  to  love  and  serve  his  or  her  fellow 
creatures  on  this  earth.”  Could  one  find  a 
better  definition  of  true  Christianity? 

I  especially  liked  the  words,  "When 
Christianity  becomes  a  set  of  rules,  laws, 
or  traditions,  when  Christianity  becomes 
something  that  one  must  be  part  of,  like 
it  or  not,  then  Christianity  has 
degenerated  to  a  religion.”  These  are 
bold  words  and  I  admire  the  writer  for 
using  them.  At  times  I  find  myself  even 
disliking  the  word  “religion.”  That  word 
has  a  bad  (though  false)  connotation  for 


many  people.  Through  lack  of 
understanding,  they  “write  off” 
Christianity  in  their  lives,  simply 
because  it  is  a  “religion.” 

Rev.  Miller  writes  further,  "Religion 
can  be  dull,  downright  dead,  stifling, 
lifeless.”  Then,  “As  a  religion, 
Christianity  loses  much  of  the  joy  and 
freedom  that  characterizes  Christianity 
as  a  relationship.” 

The  next  to  the  last  paragraph  in  the 
article  is  to  me  a  very  important,  broad¬ 
minded,  and  factual  statement.  All 
should  reread  it !  It  answers  many  doubts 
and  questions ! 

I  guess  I  relate  to  this  “My  Witness” 
because  the  writer  states,  far  better  than 
I  ever  could,  my  Christian  beliefs  — 
beliefs  that  bring  to  me  daily  a  joy  that 
grows  and  grows.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Miller! 

Florence  H.  Teising 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 

Graham  editorial  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  your  excellent  editorial 
regarding  “Billy  Graham’s  Moscow 
witness”  (UMR,  May  28).  In  the  same 
issue  your  coverage  of  Bishop 
Wheatley’s  hearing  was  very  thorough. 

Items  of  this  type  are  often  distorted 
through  sensationalism  and  inadequate 
information  in  the  press.  Thanks  for 
doing  a  good  job. 

Frank  Maxim 
Oxnard,  California 

Creationism  is  ‘big  deal’ 
for  many  Christians 

To  the  Editor: 

In  his  “Here  I  Stand”  article  (see 
UMR,  May  21 ) ,  DeWitt  Ginn  wrote :  “It  is 
no  big  deal  whether  God  took  six  days  or 
billions  to  create  the  universe  and  its 
various  forms  of  life.” 

It  may  not  be  an  important  issue  to  Mr. 
Ginn,  it  is  not  important  to  me  either,  but 
to  many  Christians  it  is  apparently  a 
very  “big  deal.”  The  foundation  of  their 
belief  is  threatened  by  the  theory  that 
man  and  animals  evolved  from  a 
primitive  organism. 

H.  G.  Wells  verbalized  the  thoughts  of 
these  Christians  when  he  wrote:  “If  all 
the  animals  and  man  had  been  evolved  in 
this  ascendent  manner,  then  there  had,, 
been  no  Fall.  And  if  there  had  been  no 


vulgarizations  of  Jesus’  teachings,  the 
misinterpretations  of  scriptures  and 
flaws  in  Christian  doctrines.  At  the  same 
time,  they  recognize  higher  truths,  truths 
not  endangered  by  science,  criticism  or 
reason.  I  think  it  is  time  for  these  leaders 
to  boldy  share  the  truth  with  those  to 
whom  evolution  is  still  a  "big  deal.” 

David  Fountain 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Report  on  Sch  weiberts 
was  a  disservice 

To  The  Editor: 

I  was  very  much  taken  back  with  the 
big  spread  given  to  the  Rev.  Schweibert 
and  his  wife  on  their  not  paying  part  of 
their  income  taxes  (See  UMR,  May  21).  I 
can’t  believe  that  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  backs  civil  disobedience. 

I  put  my  life  on  the  line  in  World  War  II 
so  people  like  that  could  have  freedom. 
But,  I  don’t  believe  we  as  Americans 
should  decide  what  part  of  the  budget  we 
support,  or  what  war  we  support.  I  guess 
using  the  same  reasoning  as  Mr. 
Schwiebert,  a  good  Christian  could  make 
his  or  her  pledge  to  the  church  and  then 
after  the  budget  is  fixed  withhold  money 
used  for  programs  of  which  he  or  she 
doesn’t  approve.  Where  would  our 
churches  be  then? 

Only  in  our  great  country  could  you 
defy  the  government.  Mr.  Schwiebert 
wouldn’t  dare  do  this  in  Poland,  Cuba, 
Russia,  Germany  or  any  where  else. 

I  feel  your  paper  did  a  lot  of  faithful 
Christians  a  disservice. 

Robert  W.  McElhoes 
Johnstown,  Pennsylvania 

Tax  protest  is  not 
such  a  good  deal 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined  "Couple  risks 
jail  with  tax  protest”  (UMR,  May  31)  is 
most  interesting.  That’s  quite  a  plan  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Schwiebert  sets  forth. 

Let’s  see  now.  If  we  withhold  41%  of 
our  taxes  and  our  nation  unilaterally 
disarms,  then  we  will  all  live  happily 
ever  after  as  good  little  communists 
paying  100%  of  our  taxes  to  support  a 
military  dictatorship.  Somehow  this 
doesn’t  sound  like  a  really  good  deal. 

R.  D.  Wahlfeld 
Williams,  Arizona 


but  I’m  not  sure  we  can  afford  to  promote 
either  and  at  the  same  time  promote 
integration. 

Is  it  not  true  that  the  ability  to  inte¬ 
grate  in  the  society  is  one  of  the  goals  of 
education?  If  so,  how  can  one  attain  this 
ability  in  an  all-black  or  an  all-white 
college? 

The  need  for  an  all-black  college  may 
well  be  overriden  by  a  more  paramount 
need  to  attain  an  integrated  society. 

James  W.  Respess 
Frederick,  Maryland 

Publishing  House  search 
editorial  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your 
excellent  editorial  regarding  the  search 
under  way  for  the  next  President  and 
Publisher  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  (see  UMR,  April  30).  I, 
as  chairman  of  the  Search  Committee, 
have  received  helpful  communications 
which  were  prompted  by  it. 

The  Board  of  Publication  and  its 
Search  Committee  appreciate  your 
lifting  this  matter  up  to  your  many 
readers  in  such  a  positive  way  and, 
indeed,  we  are  grateful  both  for  the 
suggestions  and  prayers  which  you  have 
urged  in  support  of  this  important  task. 

Ewing  Werlein  Jr. 

Houston,  Texas 


W.  Terry  Van  Hook 
were  held,  it  would  be  added  on  and 
rushed  (so  not  to  run  over  too  much).  I 
believe  we  ask  too  much  of  the  “sacred 
hour”  when  we  try  to  do  all  this. 

Why  do  we  think  our  devotional  time 
with  God  and  our  learning  time  about 
God  can  get  justice  in  such  a  schedule? 
The  “tried  and  true”  Isaiah  pattern  of 
worship  took  place  in  a  very  loud  and 
noisy  place!  (Isaiah  6:1-8)  There  was  no 
“still  small  voice”  there!  Our  Bishops’ 
call  to  Adult  Bible  Study  tells  us  of  the 
necessity  for  a  full  learning  period.  We 
must  rethink  how  we  schedule  our  life  of 
faith  and  give  each  of  these  major  needs 
their  due. 

First,  our  devotional  prayers  and  our 
quiet  time  need  to  be  considered 
important  in  their  own  right,  with  at  least 
a  full  hour  per  week  devoted  to  it.  This 
may  be  5  minutes  a  day  for  6  days,  or 
talking  to  God  on  the  way  to  and  from 
work.  It  may  be  a  fall  retreat  or  an 
evening  prayer  service.  It  may  alsij 
involve  church  committee  work,  missio'rt 
work,  evangelism  work  or  social 
outreach.  Wherever  we  intentionally  fitid 
ourselves  “one-on-one”  with  the  spirit  bf 
our  Lord  during  the  week,  we  will  find 
ourselves  in  our  much-needed 
“devotional  time.” 

Second,  we  must  fight  biblical 
illiteracy  with  study  settings,  not  sermon 
sessions.  These  allow  for  the  give  and 
take  of  discussion  and  the  opportunity  to 
raise  and  answer  questions.  Deeper 
learning  and  growth  takes  time!  Bible 
classes,  adult  seminars  and  Sunday 
school  classes  need  at  least  a  full  hour  a 
week. 

Third,  let  worship  be  worship!  Let -it 
come  into  its  own.  Worship  is  a  time  of 
corporate  praise  to  God  for  being  with  US 
this  past  week  and  forever.  It’s  the  “little 
Easter,”  the  weekly  celebration  of  the 
resurrection  in  our  lives,  that  gives  us  a 
chance  to  affirm  and  give  thanks  for 
what  God  is  doing  with  us. 

People  talk  during  the  prelude  because 
they  haven’t  seen  each  other  in  a  week 
and  they  need  to  share  all  that  has 
happened  since  they  did.  A  minister 
preaches  not  so  much  to  educate  ( though 
that  happens),  but  to  share  the  power 
and  hope  of  the  Gospel  interpreted  by  his 
or  her  own  personal  struggle  with  the 
scripture  in  the  context  of  the 
congregation.  One  of  God’s  gifts  for 
which  we  especially  give  thanks  is  the 
word  that  comforts  us  as  well  as 
confronts  us. 

Putting  elements  together 

Putting  this  all  together  has  the 
congregation  excitedly  sharing  the  work 
of  God  in  their  lives  every  Sunday  and 
the  preacher  joyfully  reading  and 
preaching  God’s  Word.  All  of  these 
elements  together  give  ^praise  $p.  the 
presence  and  power  of  a  living  Christ  in 
their  lives.  Hymns  and  anthems  can 
enhance  this  thanksgiving;  Holy 
Communion  and  Baptism  are  savored 
and  experienced  to  their  fullest. 
Together  members  of  the  congregation 
express  appreciation  for  the  undeserved 
gifts  of  God.  / 

This  new  “trinity”  of  devotional  time, 
learning  time,  and  worship/thanksgiving 
time  can  become  the  new  United  Methotf- 
ist  discipline  of  the  80’s.  It  requires  each 
individual  to  do  in  three  hours  what  we 
formally  tried  to  do  in  one. 

I  know  it  will  be  hard  for  some  persons 
to  accept  this  more  demanding  life  pf 
faith,  but  it  will  result  in  more  dedicatiqp 
on  the  part  of  the  laity  ;  it  will  produce 
more  creative  output  from  pastors;  it 
will  mean  a  renewed  sense  of  “worship  ’ 
for  all.  Our  lives  will  be  richer  for  it.  Oqr 
worship  of  the  Lord  will  be  mor,e 
powerful  for  it.  Most  important  of  all,  o’qr 
most  creative  and  loving  God  deserves  4. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  w  eek‘s 
contributor  is  The  Rev.  W.  Terry  Van 
Hook,  pastor  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Bellflower,  California  (Pacific  and 
Southwest  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  doublg- 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  £o 
"Here  1  Stand,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  22107.6, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


fall,  then  the  entire  historical  fabric  of  . 

Christianity,  the  story  of  the  first  sin  and  Integration  should  be 
the  reason  for  atonement,  collapsed  riori,  fop  b|ark  coUeees 
like  a  house  of  cards.  r  J 

I  understand  that  people  often  believe 
what  they  need  to  believe,  regardless  of 
the  facts.  But  I  feel  there  are  many 
Christian  leaders  who  could  help 
threatened  Christians  move  from  their 
dogmatic  and  parochial  concept  of  God 
to  a  concept  which  allows  science  to 
elevate  their  God  rather  than  threaten 
their  God. 

Because  of  scientific  discoveries, 
biblical  criticism  and  human  reasoning, 
these  leaders  have  recognized  the 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  several  articles  concerning 
black  colleges  and  have  received  several 
appeals  for  funds  for  black  colleges  also. 

I  am  unable  to  equate  the  need  for 
black  colleges  with  the  efforts  to  do  away 
with  all-white  colleges. 

If  there  are  blacks  who  need  an  all¬ 
black  college,  wouldn't  there  also  concei¬ 
vably  be  whites  who  would  need  an  all- 
white  college? 

I’m  sure  that  both  needs  are  present. 


CLASSIFIED  \ 

WORLD'S  FAIR  LODGING  (Available  now). 
Immaculate  3  BR  furnished  home,  dose-in,  two  to 
three  families  or  church  groups  permissible. 
$50/night.  Phone  (615)  966-4194. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  including  Rome,  Athens,  Egypt, 
Israel,  July  28  —  Aug.  16, 1982.  $2,079.00  Group  hosted 
by  District  Superintendent.  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence, 
4192Tattenham  Way,  Boise,  ID  83704. 

MOLLER  10  RANK  PIPE  ORGAN  for  sale, 
serviceable  condition  —  $6,500.  Second  Presbyterian 
Church,  Nashville,  TN,  (615  )  292-3343  or  (615)  749- 
lj>49, 

TEENAGERS,  THEIR  PARENTS  and  Teachers, 
You  should  be  interested  in  High  School  Crossroads 
by  Ernest  S.  Griffith.  The  text  is  based  on  a 
remarkably  successful  senior  high  Sunday  school 
class  taught  by  the  author.  Obtainable  from  St. 
Andrews  Press,  507  Plantation  Rd.,  Tallahassee,  FL, 
or  your  local  bookstore.  Hard  cover,  $10.00;  soft 
cover,' <$5.00  ( 160  pp. ) .  Net  proceeds  will  go  to  Church 
World  Service, 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and  Adult  Ministries,  2,700- 
member  church.  Send  resume,  Fred  Conger,  1108 
Maple,  Downers  Grove,  IL  60615. 

FOR  RENT  —  CHARMING,  roomy  cottage  on 
beautiful  Wisconsin  Lake.  Sleeps  six.  Inside 
plumbing.  Boat,  motor  included.  $125  week.  (303) 
633-5797.  H.  Running,  1118  Meade,  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80909. 

WORLD’S  FAIR  VISITORS  avoid  hassle,  save;  stay 
beautiful  Smokies,  commute  (shuttle  bus 
convenient).  Completely  furnished  twin  efficiencies 
$40;  full  apartment  (2  twins)  185.  (704  )  627-6067,  Box 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786;  Clayton  Calhoun. 
Smoky  Mountain  Center  for  Independent  Studies. 

NOB  HILL,  MARY  ELIZABETH  INN,  1040  Bush 
Street,  Dept.  UMR,  San  Frandsco,  CA  94109, 
Christian  residency  for  young  women  pursuing 
careers  and  professional  studies  now  accepting 
applications.  Send  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 
for  information,  rates  and  application. 

MATURE  SINGLE  LADY  for  live-in  Associate 
Executive  Director  of  unique  ladies  retirement 
home.  Meals,  apartment,  salary  Send  resume  apd 
inquiry  to  P.O.  Box  716,  Lubbock,  TX  79408.  1 

WANTED.  INTERVIEWEES  THROUGH 
questionnaires  for  research  for  a  biography  on 
Carlyle  Mamey.  Books  and  tapes  by  Mamey. 
Contact  Rod  Saunders,  1021  Denison  Ave., 
Manhattan.  KS 66502.  (913)  539-4281. 

CUSTOM  STOLES,  banners,  paraments:  Elaine 

Aniol  Wilson,  Designs  for  Worship,  P.  O.  Box  7080, 
Dallas.  TX  75209. 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attacKed 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.  O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  760?9. 
Phone  (817)  645-9203. 

FOR  SALE.  THEATER  SEATS  used  as  church 
pews.  Nine  rows,  14  attached  seats  each  row:  total 
126,  maroon  leather  cushioned  seated  in  very  good 
condition.  Prefer  to  sell  as  whole  lot.  Asking  $1,260 
($10  each).  Kenmore,  NY  UMC,  32  Landers  Rd., 
14217.  (716  )  875-5091. 

ISRAEL,  JORDAN,  Greece,  Greek  Island  Cruise. 
October  8-24,  1982.  Deluxe  tour.  Escorted  by:  Rfev. 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX 
75214.  Brochure  available. 

WANTED:  ENTHUSIASTIC,  spiritually  committed 
worker  in  areas  of  music  and  youth  with  Christian 
Education  training  for  500-member  growing, 
evangelical  United  Methodist  Church.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  K.  M.  Hagenbuch,  c/o 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  3308  South  St., 
Erie,  PA  16510. 

ALASKA  NEW  CHURCH  Advance  Special  *931131-4 
needs  you!  349  gifts  of  $100  will  pay  off  land,  help 
start  first  building!  Campbell  Lake/Bayshore  UMC, 
3421  Perenosa  Bay  Drive,  Anchorage,  Alaska  99502. 

WORLD  S  FAIR  HOUSING:  Sec  the  World  s  Fair 
but  rest  in  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  Smoky 
Mtns.  Available  for  church  and  family  groups.  Sleeps 
20  reg.  beds.  30  mi.  from  World's  Fair,  2  mi. 
from  Smoky  Mtn.  Park.  Free  parking  across  $t. 
from  W.F.  $100.00  per  night.  Call:  Days  546-8404  -- 
573-7251;  Nights  late:  922-1894.  Write:  E.  C.  VannoY, 
P.O.  Box  135,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  37901. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION,  United 
Methodist  Temple,  Port  Arthur,  Texas,  Emphasis  on 
youth  and  children’s  ministries.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume:  Rev.  Ben  Chamness,  P.O.  Box  3435, 
Port  Arthur,  Texas  77640. 
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Upper  Room,  ‘Marriage  Enrichment’  program  split 


Detroit  area 
pastors’  pay 
scale  frozen 


ADRIAN  Mich.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  congregations  of  the  Detroit 
Annual  Conference,  where 
unemployment  is  especially  critical, 
have  been  asked  to  freeze  the  salaries  of 
their  pastors  in  1983. 

.  Lay  and  clergy  members  of  the 
conference,  meeting  here  June  1-5, 
received  a  recommendation  from  their 
Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (CCFA)  asking  that 
salaries  of  all  persons  paid  from 
conference  funds  be  frozen  and  that  local 
churches  follow  suit.  The 
recommendation  was  approved  after 
amendments  were  made  exempting 
diaconal  ministers  employed  by  local 
churches  and  allowing  lay  employees  of 
the  conference  staff  to  receive  an 
increase  up  to  three  percent.  A  move  to 
exempt  clergy  serving  on  equitable  or 
minimum  salaries  failed.  The  amended 
motion  of  the  CCFA  received 
overwhelming  approval. 

Following  the  vote,  the  Rev.  Carl 
Price,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Midland,  one  of  the  largest 
churches  in  the  conference,  asked  that 
all  churches  not  going  along  with  the 
freeze  have  their  names  reported  in  the 
1983  annual  conference  journal.  His 
motion  was  approved. 

The  recommendation  for  a  freeze 
originated  with  the  CCFA.  The  group’s 
president,  M.  Harry  Piper,  a  lay  member 
of  the  Court  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Flint,  reminded  the  conference 
that  inflation,  unemployment,  pension 
fund  demands  and  other  related  matters 
are  contributing  to  a  financial  squeeze 
being  felt  by  all  areas  of  the  church  and 
society. 

Last  year  the  CCFA  called  for  a  six 
percent  ceiling  on  salary  increases. 


TRINITY 


INTRODUCTORY  KIT  $15 


BOX  25101 
DALLAS.  TX  75225 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  After  12  years  of  close 
association,  United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  here  is  parting  ways  with  a  national 
program  known  as  Marriage  Enrichment. 

Some  25,000  couples  have  gone  through  the 
Marriage  Enrichment  weekend  retreats  which 
are  designed  to  make  good  marriages  better. 

Perhaps  80  percent  of  the  participants  and  the 
more  than  150  trained  leader  couples  organized  in 
some  40  areas  of  the  nation  are  United  Methodists, 
one  spokesman  estimated. 

New  marriage  program  to  be  unveiled 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  plans  to  unveil  a  new 
marriage  growth  program  of  its  own  next  fall 
through  its  Upper  Room  section,  best  known  for 
publishing  a  devotional  guide  by  the  same  name. 

Various  observers  told  the  Reporter  that  they 
believe  a  large  percentage  of  Marriage 
Enrichment  leaders  will  defect  to  the  Upper  Room 
program  out  of  a  strong  desire  to  remain 
Connected  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


The  official  separation  of  Marriage  Enrichment 
and  the  Upper  Room  came  years  after  the  Upper 
Room  began  seeking  to  persuade  Carl  Clarke  to 
sell  his  control  over  the  program  to  the  Upper 
Room. 

Dr.  Clarke,  a  psychotherapist  in  Atlanta,  and 
Virginia  Law  Shell,  who  was  with  the  Upper  Room 
until  the  mid-70s,  began  Marriage  Enrichment 
during  1969. 

Through  the  years,  the  Upper  Room  has 
administered  and  promoted  Marriage 
Enrichment,  recovering  some  expenses  through 
fees.  Dr.  Clarke,  who  wrote  the  literature,  has 
received  a  $5  royalty  per  couple  going  through  the 
retreats.  He  also  has  specified  that  he  alone  would 
train  leadership  couples  who  pay  him  several 
hundred  dollars  per  training  session. 

Upper  Room  leaders  sought  as  early  as  1972  to 
agree  on  a  contract  with  Dr.  Clarke,  said  the  Rev. 
David  Bradley,  who  is  in  charge  of  developing  the 
new  program. 

“We  felt  if  Marriage  Enrichment  was  to 
continue  to  be  administered  by  the  Upper  Room 
with  our  money,  we  needed  full  responsibility,” 


Mr.  Bradley  told  the  Reporter. 

Jim  Zazanis  of  Cincinnati,  president  of 
Marriage  Enrichment  Inc  ,  which  is  made  up  of 
volunteer  trained  leaders  across  the  nation,  said  his 
organization  has  agreed  with  that  assessment  the 
last  few  years.  But  he  feels  the  Upper  Room  did 
not  act  in  good  faith  when  it  decided  this  spring 
that  it  would  not  seek  further  negotiations  with  Dr. 
Clarke.  Mr.  Zazanis  said  a  little  more  patience 
and  perseverance  might  have  brought  all  the 
Marriage  Enrichment  program  and  leaders  into 
the  Upper  Room  section. 

The  two  main  motivations  behind  trying  to 
separate  Marriage  Enrichment  from  Dr.  Clarke 
were  described  by  the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam, 
pastor  of  Christ  UMC,  Memphis,  who  recently  left 
his  post  at  the  head  of  the  Upper  Room.  He  was  in¬ 
volved  in  most  of  the  negotiations  with  Dr.  Clarke. 
Dr.  Dunnam  said  the  Upper  Room  wanted: 

•  more  uniformity  of  spiritual  emphases  in  the 
retreats  across  the  nation,  and 

•  control  over  the  leadership  training  and 
literature. 

“Marriage  Enrichment  was  one  of  the  finest 


things  the  church  had  to  offer,”  Dr.  Dunnam  said. 
But  as  long  as  the  Upper  Room  didn’t  have 
control,  it  couldn't  have  enough  confidence  in  the 
program  to  promote  it  as  it  should,  he  said. 

The  time  came,  he  said,  when  the  Upper  Room 
just  had  to  conclude  that  it  never  was  going  to 
reach  an  agreement  with  Dr.  Clarke  and  needed  to 
start  its  own  program. 

Mr.  Bradley  said  the  Upper  Room  last  year 
offered  Dr.  Clarke  $40,000  for  the  exclusive  rights 
to  run  the  program  for  United  Methodists  and  for 
the  Upper  Room’s  interdenominational  consti¬ 
tuency.  Dr.  Clarke  balked  because  he  wanted  to 
retain  rights  to  market  to  non-United  Methodists, 
Mr.  Zazanis  said. 

The  Reporter  was  not  able  to  reach  Dr.  Clarke. 
He  told  the  United  Methodist  Newscope 
publication  that  he  will  continue  to  work  with  any 
members  of  Marriage  Enrichment  Inc.  who 
choose  to  stay  with  the  program. 

Mr.  Zazanis  said  he  and  his  wife,  both  United 
Methodists,  will  stay  with  Marriage  Enrichment 
but  out  of  deep  pain  that  it  will  cease  using  the 
United  Methodist  identification.  ‘I  think  it’s  tragic 


that  a  program  that  has  been  a  healing  program, 
that  has  led  people  to  Christ  and  brought  them  into 
the  church,  finds  itself  in  such  a  disruptive  situa¬ 
tion,”  he  said. 

Marriage  Enrichment  Inc.’s  11-member  board  of 
directors  includes  Mr.  Zazanis,  Dr.  Clarke  and  Ms. 
Shell,  who  has  been  a  leader  in  Marriage  Enrich¬ 
ment  in  Maryland  since  she  left  the  Upper  Room. 

The  area  retreats  under  Ms.  Shell’s  and  Mr. 
Zazanis’s  leadership  are  described  by  others  as 
uniformly  having  a  strong  spiritual  orientation. 

Defections  predicted 

Ms.  Shell  told  the  Reporter  the  Maryland 
organization  has  voted  to  leave  Marriage 
Enrichment  and  join  the  Upper  Room’s  program. 
She  predicted  half  the  board  members  and  trained 
leaders  nationwide  will  do  the  same. 

She  acknowledged  that  Marriage  Enrich¬ 
ment  is  a  “phenomenal  instrument  for  improving 
marriages,  and  I  have  led  more  people  to  Christ 
there  than  anywhere  else.  But  there  are  other 
things  that  will  work,  and  we  will  be  happy  with 
the  stronger  spiritual  aid  from  the  Upper  Room.  ” 


Official  votes  urge  end 
to  help  for  convicted 
Mississippi  mayor 


tions  chief  for  the  Mississippi  confer¬ 
ences.  Two  segregated  annual  confer¬ 
ences  merged  in  1972  to  form  the  inte¬ 
grated  North  Mississippi  conference. 

On  June  9,  in  Jackson,  the  Mississippi 
Annual  Conference  (covering  the  south¬ 
ern  part  of  the  state)  overwhelmingly 
approved  an  identical  resolution. 

Investigations  requested 

The  identical  resolutions  call  for 
investigations  by: 

•  The  Judicial  Council,  the 
denomination’s  “supreme  court,”  to 
determine  the  “meaning,  application 
and  effect”  of  church  law  as  applied  to 
the  National  Division’s  spending  in  the 
Carthan  case.  Many  Mississippians 
believe  the  National  Division  staff 
clearly  violated  the  law  that  requires 
general  agencies  to  consult  with 
conference  officials  and  the  bishop 
before  spending  money  in  their  area.  The 
Mississippians  claim  that  if  they’d  been 
asked  they  could  have  shown  that  Mr. 
Carthan  is  not  a  victim  of  a  racial 
conspiracy  and  that  his  convictions  can 
be  attributed  as  much  to  blacks  as  to 
whites,  if  not  more. 

•  The  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  in  relation  to  its 
duties  to  be  “accountable  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church”  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  receiving  and 
disbursing  of  general  church  funds. 

•  The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
which  reviews  the  performance  of  the 
general  program  agencies  and  works 
with  the  Council  on  Finance  to 
recommend  the  allocations  of  World 
Service  offerings  among  those  agencies. 

•  The  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  which  monitors  the 
denomination’s  performance  in  racial 
matters. 

On  June  10  at  a  previously  arranged 
meeting,  six  elected  members  of  the 
National  Division’s  governing  board 
joined  with  staff  officials  to  discuss  the 
latest  Mississippi  demands  with  local 
clergy  and  lay  leaders.  Ann  Pfisterer  of 
Henderson,  Ky.,  president  of  the 
division,  indicated  the  directors  would 
have  some  specific  responses  to  the 
resolutions  soon. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OXFORD,  Miss.  —  Both  United  Meth¬ 
odist  annual  conferences  in  this  state 
have  overwhelmingly  called  on  the 
denomination’s  national  missions  agency 
to  stop  supporting  a  black  former  small¬ 
town  Mississippi  mayor  in  his  effort  to 
stay  out  of  prison  (see  Reporter,  May  28, 
June4and  11). 

The  actions  were  the  strongest 
challenge  yet  against  the  National 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  a  controversy  that  has 
escalated  since  April. 

Resolutions  approved  by  the 
conferences  ask  four  general  church 
bodies  to  investigate  for  violations  of 
church  law  in  the  National  Division’s 
involvement  with  former  Tchula,  Miss. 
Mayor  Eddie  James  Carthan,  over  the 
past  year. 

Mr.  Carthan  —  and  a  national 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  The  1982  session  of  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  at  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  here,  was  the 
139th  session  since  the  organization  of  Methodism  in  Oklahoma.  Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt.  in  a  letter  in  the  conference’s  Reporter 
newspaper,  stressed  the  urgency  of  evangelism  in  the  conference  during  the  coming  years  and  the  need  to  "confront  persons  w  ith 
the  claim  of  Jesus  Christ  on  their  lives.”  Oklahoma  contact  photo 


campaign  group  supporting  him  — 
claims  that  his  convictions  on  state  and 
federal  felonies  and  his  indictment  on  a 
capital  murder  charge  exemplify  a 
systematic  conspiracy  by  whites 
throughout  the  South  to  drive  blacks 
from  elected  office.  The  National 
Division  staff  is  represented  on  the 
coordinating  committee  of  that 
campaign,  and  their  withdrawal  from  it 
is  among  the  Mississippians’  demands. 


Blacks,  white  compromise 

The  resolution  as  passed  by  the  North 
Mississippi  Annual  Conference  here  June 
3,  represents  a  compromise  supported  by 
nearly  all  black  and  white  members  of 
the  conference. 

The  compromise  came  after  the 
removal  of  language  critical  of  a  black 
activist  group  which  some  black 
conference  members  considered 
“inflammatory.”  The  compromise 
resolution  also  left  out  a  call  for  the 
National  Division  to  reprimand  certain 
staff  members  and  to  require  them  to 
reimburse  the  more  than  $13,000  spent  on 
Carthan-related  efforts. 

The  compromise  was  hammered  out  in 
a  special  caucus.  When  it  was  approved 
on  the  floor,  conference  members 
spontaneously  rose  and  sang  the 
Doxology. 

About  13  percent  of  the  members  are 
black,  said  Roy  Lawrence,  communica- 


LAKELAND,  Fla.  —  With  47  active  diaconal  ministers — and 
six  on  leaves  of  absence  —  the  Florida  Annual  Conference  now 
has  the  largest  number  of  consecrated  lay  persons  in  United 
Methodism.  Two  diaconal  ministers  consecrated  this  year  are 
Ruth  Heykens  Arant,  kneeling,  and  Barbara  Kersey  Kingery. 
Participating  in  the  consecration  were  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt 
Jr.,  left,  and  the  Rev.  Ralph  B.  Huston,  registrar  for  the  Board 
of  Ministry.  Florida  reporter  photo 


LAKESIDE  ASSEMBLY,  Ohio  —  Micki  Burlington  of 
Smithville  United  Methodist  Church  uses  the  “soft  sell" 
approach  at  the  East  Ohio  Annual  Conference,  hawking  seat 
cushions  to  conference  members  to  relieve  the  long  hours  of 
deliberation.  In  addition  to  lending  comfort  to  conferees,  the 
profits  from  the  $5  cushions  went  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 

EAST  OHIO  TODAY  PHOTO 


WESLEY’S  CHAPEL 

49  City  Road,  London,  ECl 
The  Mother  Church  of  World 
Methodism 
Especially  invites 
American  Pilgrims  to 
Sunday  Services  at  11  a.  m. 
followed  by  coffee  and  a  lunch 
programme 

Wednesday  Lunchtime  Service, 
12:45  p.m. 

Minister 

Rev.  Dr.  Ronald  C.  Gibbins 
Forjnformationphone:  01-253-2262 


We  re  looking 
for  someone  fo 
minister  to 
the  needs 
of  the  clergy. 

Ministers  Life,  an  80  year  old  company 
offering  insurance  and  retirement  planning  to 
religious  professionals,  is  seeking  individuals 
for  positions  as  regional  representatives. 

The  qualified  applicant  will  have  an  entre¬ 
preneurial  nature,  a  strong  commitment 
to  serving  the  clergy  as  a  career  professional 
and  a  desire  to  be  financially  successful.  No 
insurance  or  sales  experience  is  necessary; 
a  complete  training  program  will  be  provided. 
The  first  and  foremost  qualification  is  the 
commitment  to  "serving  those  who  serve." 

Ministers  Lite  offers  an  extremely 
competitive  compensation  plan  with  incentive 
income  plus  excellent  fringe  benefits. 

If  you  meet  the  above  qualifications  and 
wish  to  join  an  organization  committed  to 
serving  the  clergy,  contact  Mr.  Al  Samuelson, 
toll-free,  at  1-800-328-6124. 


ML 


Ministers  Life 

»  mutual  Me  instance  company 
Minsters  Lite  Bulding  Minneapolis.  Mnnesola  55416 


Homosexual  issue  draws  debate,  conference  resolutions 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Homosexuality  —  an  emotional  issue 
for  many  United  Methodists,  so  much  so 
that  one  bishop  recently  had  to  submit  to 
an  investigation  because  of  his  views  on 
the  subject  ( see  UMR  May  28  and  June  4) 
—  was  raised  as  an  explicit  issue  in  at 
least  four  annual  conferences  during 
the  1982  business  sessions. 

One  was  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference,  whose  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  Jr.  drew  national  attention 
both  for  his  statement  that  he  does  not 
consider  homosexuality  a  sin  and  for  his 
appointment  of  a  self-avowed 
homosexual  minister. 

Rocky  Mountain  members  adopted  a 
resolution  calling  for  a  year-long  study  in 
local  churches  on  the  entire  matter  of 
human  sexuality.  The  Rocky  Mountain 
cabinet  and  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
were  asked  to  bring  recommendations  to 
the  1983  sessions  fof  a  broader  look  at  the 
moral  character  of  the  ministry. 

Financial  protests  discussed 

The  Rocky  Mountain  conference  met 
knowing  that  at  least  one  of  its  churches 
has  voted  to  withhold  all  apportionment 
payments  in  protest  of  the  dismissal  of 
accusations  against  Bishop  Wheatley 
and  knowing  that  other  churches  are 
reportedly  thinking  of  similar  actions. 

But  one  conference  member  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  mood  in  Rocky 
Mountain  was  to  go  ahead  and  adopt  the 
budget  and  to  face  the  issue  of  financial 
withholding  if  that  became  necessary. 

This  conferencq.member  described  the 

September  7  CHINA  -  18  Day 

October  11  MIDDLE  EAST  -  11  bay 

October  20  ALL  ISRAEL  -  10  Day  ’ 

November  1  EUROPE/EUROPE  with  Holy  Land 

December  19  CHRISTMAS  IN  THE  HOLY 
LAND/Israel/Egypt 
WORLD  WIDE  CHRISTIAN  TOURS 
P.O.  Box  506,  Elhabethtown,  KY  42701 


tenor  of  Rocky  Mountain  sessions  as 
“one  of  great  Christian  sensitivity.”  He 
also  said  that  the  head  of  the 
conference’s  newly-formed  chapter  of 
the  “Good  News”  evangelical  caucus 
had  said  that  he  felt  the  conference  heard 
all  sides  of  the  potentially  explosive 
issue. 

Neighboring  bishop  disagrees 

A  neighboring  bishop,  Bishop  Louis  W. 
Schowengerdt  of  the  New  Mexico  and 
Northwest  Texas  Area,  had  drawn 
considerable  attention  two  weeks  earlier 
when  he  told  the  New  Mexico  conference 
“it  is  wrong  to  ordain  or  appoint  a 
homosexual  as  a  pastor  of  a  local  United 
Methodist  church.” 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  said  he  based  his 
opinion  on  the  fact  that  “one  primary 
task  of  a  minister  is  to  uphold  and 
proclaim  the  message  in  the  Bible.  A 
homosexual  clergy  man  or  woman  could 
not  do  this  with  integrity.” 

He  added,  however,  that  “there  should 
be  within  local  church  membership  a 
place  for  all  homosexuals  who  seek  to 
change  their  life  style  and  live  by  biblical 
moral  standards,  growing  into  a  more 
Christ-like  path  of  living.” 

Other  bishops  have  recently  shared 
their  views  on  the  subject  via  personal 
columns  in  their  annual  conference  or 
area  publications. 

In  the  Harrisburg  Area  (Wyoming 
Conference)  Bishop  John  B.  Warman 
wrote,  “The  true  homosexual  (as 
distinguished  from  the  sexual  libertine 
for  whom  there  is  no  defense)  merits  our 
compassion  in  the  same  way  as  does  the 
blind  or  the  deaf  or  others  who  must 
labor  to  achieve  despite  handicaps.  To 
bludgeon  such  persons  with  Scriptural 
texts  torn  from  context  and  unwashed 
with  Christ’s  love  is  to  fail  in  ministry  to 
the  needy  and  so  to  fail  in  serving  the 
Lord  and  Master  of  life  .  .  .” 


In  the  Atlanta  Area,  Bishop  Joel  D. 
McDavid  cited  both  the  Social  Principles 
and  ordained  ministry  sections  of  “The 
Book  of  Discipline”  to  support  his  belief 
that  “the  United  Methodist  Church 
respects  the  rights  of  all  people,  but  does 
not  approve  homosexuality  as  an 
acceptable  Christian  life  style.”  He 
added,  “We  love  and  seek  to  minister  to 
all,  but  do  not  condone  the  behavior  and 
lifestyles  contrary  to  the  Bible.” 

The  Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference  defeated  an  attempt  to  have 


the  name  of  an  avowed  homosexual  lay 
person  stricken  from  a  slate  of  nominees 
to  the  conference  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

Dialogue  preferred 

Conference  council  director  the  Rev. 
William  M.  Harris  said  that  Troy  Stokes 
of  Austin  had  been  intentionally 
nominated  as  one  of  five  at-large 
members  of  the  board  because  of  his 
homosexual  orientation.  An  attempt  to 
replace  his  nomination  with  that  of 


another  person  was  defeated.  Mr.  Harris 
said  the  conference  leadership  is 
attempting  to  relate  to  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  through  dialogue  and 
conversation  rather  than  confrontation. 

The  Missouri  West  conference  adopted 
a  resolution  which  came  to  it  as  a 
minority  report.  It  asks  that  the 
“Discipline”  be  changed  by  the  1984 
General  Conference  to  prevent  “self- 
avowed,  practicing  homosexuals”  from 
being  appointed  as  United  Methodist 
ministers. 


460  Minutes’  films  Indiana  floor  debate 


By  JAMES  STEELE 

WEST  LAFAYETTE,  Ind.  (UMNS)  - 
For  many  annual  conferences,  the 
occasional  pop  of  a  flashbulb  represents 
the  only  remainder  of  modern  communi¬ 
cations  technology.  Not  so  for  some  1,400 
members  of  the  North  Indiana  Con¬ 
ference,  in  session  at  Purdue  University 
here  May  27-30,  where  hot  lights  needed 
for  television  were  much  in  evidence. 

On  hand  was  the  four-man  film  crew 
shooting  for  CBS-TV’s  “60  Minutes.” 
With  the  crew  was  associate  producer 
Marti  M.  Galovic  who  said  the  footage 
most  likely  will  be  used  for  a  10  to  12 
minute  segment,  slated  to  air  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  to  explore  religion  and  politics.  News¬ 
man  Morley  Safer  will  be  the  host. 

It  is  expected  the  feature  will  focus 
largely  on  the  alleged  “grassroots” 
discontentment  found  among  mainline 
Protestant  members  regarding  their 
denomination’s  involvement  with  such 
groups  as  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
iWCC)  and  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC). 

In  addition,  there  will  be  an  interview 
with  Indiana  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of 
Indianapolis  who  is  president  of  the  NCC. 
It  was  to  be  filmed  June  14  while  he  was 


in  New  York  on  NCC  business. 

Most  of  CBS’s  attention  here  centered 
on  a  debate  involving  a  proposal 
suggesting  the  North  Conference  go  on 
record  in  support  of  a  petition  (to  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
slated  to  meet  in  Baltimore  in  1984) 
calling  on  the  denomination  to  withdraw 
from  the  WCC. 

Footage  also  was  shot  on  routine 
conference  proceedings,  in  addition  to 
Bishop  Armstrong’s  presiding.  Ms. 
Galovic  noted  one  reason  for  CBS’s 
presence  was  to  capture  the  flavor  of 
“the  grassroots  church  at  work.”  She  is 
based  in  New  York;  the  camera  crew 
came  from  CBS’s  owned  and  operated  sta¬ 
tion  in  Philadelphia,  WCAU-TV. 

The  proposal  advocating  that  the 
conference  call  on  the  denomination  to 
withdraw  from  the  WCC  came  from  the 
Christian  Unity  Committee  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Logansport, 
IncJ.,  and  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Michael  C. 
LeSaux.  They  advocated  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  withdraw  to 
“fraternal  status”  as  did  the  Salvation 
Army  in  1981. 

Concerns  raised  by  Mr.  LeSaux 
centered  on  the  WCC’s  Committee  to 


Combat  Racism  which  allegedly  contri¬ 
buted  funds  to  Soviet-backed  terrorists. 
He  contended  United  Methodists  were 
“guilty  by  association”  in  supporting  the 
WCC,  saying  that  “Christianity  and 
Marxism  do  not  mix.” 

Countering  was  the  Rev.  Robert  Davis 
of  Brook,  Ind.,  who  heads  the  con¬ 
ference’s  Ecumenical  Concerns  Commit¬ 
tee.  He  asserted  Mr.  LeSaux’s  position 
was  based  on  “several  false 
assumptions”  including  oversimplifica¬ 
tion  and  the  idea  everything  supported 
by  the  USA  is  Christian  and  vice  versa. 
He  said  the  Fund  to  Combat  Racism 
makes  up  only  two-tenths  of  one  percent 
of  the  WCC’s  budget  and,  further,  comes 
from  designated  funds  outside  regular 
denominational  channels. 

Bishop  Armstrong,  who  had  presided 
during  the  debate,  did  not  comment  until 
after  the  vote.  He  noted  that  even  before 
this  election  as  president  of  the  NCC  he 
had  been  made  a  delegate  to  the  WCC’s 
Sixth  World  Assembly  set  to  meet  in  the 
spring  of  1983.  Speaking  with  obvious 
emotion,  he  said:  “I  will  not  be  going  as  a 
representative  of  terrorism  and  vio¬ 
lence;  I  will  raise  my  voice  on  behalf  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace.” 
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UMC’s  top  lawmakers  give 
session  high,  low  marks 


DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  Delegates 
to  the  last  session  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  top  lawmaking  body  in  1980 
were  generally  satisfied  about  the  way 
the  General  Conference  was  organized 
and  operated  but  many  had  questions 
and  complaints,  according  to  a  survey  of 
delegates. 

The  994  delegates  had  generally  good 
feelings  about  such  key  items  as 
legislative  committees,  rules  of  order, 
plenary  debate  and  convention  facilities. 

On  the  other  hand,  delegates 
commented  with  concern  on  such 
matters  as  the  work  load  of  legislative 
committees,  the  “political”  activity  of 
general  agencies  and  “lobby  groups,” 
and  presiding  officers. 

The  survey  was  taken  during  1980 
sessions  in  Indianapolis.  Results  were 
published  in  a  recently  released 
“Research  Information  Bulletin”  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  (GCOM), 
edited  by  the  Rev.  Alan  K.  Waltz,  a 
GCOM  associate  general  secretary.  Dr. 


NASHVILLE  —  An  attorney  here  who 
specializes  in  church-related  higher 
education  and  ministry  has  predicted 
that  a  U.S.  District  Court  will  uphold  the 
military  chaplaincy  program  in  a 
challenge  suit  filed  by  two  former 
Harvard  law  students. 

Kent  M.  Weeks,  special  counsel  to  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  added,  though, 
that  the  court  is  likely  to  point  to  certain 
aspects  of  the  program  “that  are 
problematic." 

Mr.  Weeks  said  he  thinks  the  military 
chaplaincy  program  is  vulnerable  in  at 
least  two  areas. 

The  first,  he  said,  relates  to  the  role  of 
the  endorsing  agencies.  “Although  the 
chaplains  are  paid  by  the  military 
services,”  he  noted,  “they  are  screened 
and  endorsed  by  designated  religious 
bodies.”  These  include  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Division  of  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries,  a  part  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

A  second  potentially  troublesome 
issue,  said  Mr.  Weeks,  relates  to  the 
representation  of  various  religious 
faiths.  He  noted  that  chaplains  are 
selected  in  proportion  to  a 
denomination’s  representation  in  the 
population  at  large  and  not  solely  in  the 
military  population. 


Waltz,  who  prepared  the  bulletin,  said 
94.7  percent  of  the  delegates  responded. 

Pointing  out  that  his  overall 
observations  should  not  be  construed  as 
reflecting  the  opinions  of  either  the 
Committee  on  Plan  of  Organization  and 
Rules  of  Order  or  the  GCOM,  Dr.  Waltz 
drew  several  conclusions  from  survey 
data. 

Petition  volume  crushing 

Noting  that  more  than  20,000  petitions 
were  received  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  (any  United  Methodist 
individual  or  group  may  send  one),  Dr. 
Waltz  said  “attention  must  be  given  to 
the  number  of  petitions  .  .  .  Either  the 
number  .  .  must  be  limited  in  some 
equitable  manner  or  the  process  of 
handling  them  both  in  the  legislative 
committees  and  the  plenary  needs  to  be 
greatly  improved.  The  present  process 
favors  the  legislative  proposals  made  by 
the  general  agencies  and  other  groups 
which  know  how  to  prepare  and  promote 


“In  order  to  warrant  a  chaplain,  a 
religion’s  membership  must  reach  a 
certain  threshold  amount,”  Mr.  Weeks 
observed.  “In  the  future,  a  member  of 
the  military  might  have  standing  to 
challenge  the  program  on  the  basis  that 
the  free  exercise  rights  of  adherents  of 
minority  religions  are  not  being  met.” 

The  two  former  Harvard  law  students, 
now  lawyers,  filed  the  suit  as  aggrieved 
taxpayers.  They  challenge  the  U.S. 
Army  chaplaincy  program  as  a  violation 
of  the  establishment  and  free  exercise 
clauses  of  the  First  Amendment. 

Mr.  Weeks  says  there  is  no  precedent 
upon  which  the  U.S.  Federal  District 
Court  hearing  the  case  can  rely.  But  he 
says  the  court  may  find  some  guidance  in 
an  analogous  case  involving  prison  chap¬ 
lains.  An  appellate  court  in  that  case  sus¬ 
tained  the  constitutionality  of  chaplains  in 
federal  prisons,  reasoning  that  without 
them,  the  prisoners  would  be  denied  their 
right  of  free  exercise  of  religion. 

Those  are  about  420  full-time  United 
Methodist  chaplains  in  the  armed 
services.  The  board,  through  the  Division 
of  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries,  in 
addition  to  its  screening  and 
endorsement  function,  also  provides 
publications,  field  visits,  conferences, 
retreats  and  continuing  education 
programs  to  United  Methodist  chaplains. 


their  petitions.  This  works  against  the 
individual  member  or  local  church ...” 

Predicted  Dr.  Waltz:  “If  the  present 
trend  of  increasing  numbers  of  petitions 
coming  to  General  Conference  continues, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  the  legislative 
process  may  collapse  under  the  sheer 
volume  of  items  which  must  be 
processed  in  a  two- week  period.” 

As  many  others  in  the  past  have  been, 
Dr.  Waltz  was  concerned  about  the  size 
of  General  Conference.  He  observed  the 
size  works  against  General  Conference 
being  a  good  forum  for  debate,  saying  it 
is  difficult  for  1,000  delegates  to 
participate  adequately  and  for  the 
presiding  officer  to  preside  over  such  a 
large  floor  area. 

On  presiding  officers,  all  of  whom  are 
bishops.  Dr.  Waltz  said  delegates 
complained  about  them,  claiming  they 
did  not  respond  equally  to  all  sectors  of 
the  floor,  did  not  apply  conference  rules 
even  handedly  and  interjected  their  own 
comments  and  feelings  into  debate. 
However,  Dr.  Waltz  said,  while  some  of 
the  comments  may  be  fair,  they 
generally  reflected  frustration  of  the 
delegates.  He  added,  the  problem  is  not 
so  much  with  the  presiding  officer  as 
with  the  size  and  complexity  of  the  body. 

Committees  not  representative 

In  another  area  of  of  ten- voiced 
concern,  legislative  committees,  Dr. 
Waltz  recommended  that  consideration 
be  given  to  a  method  of  determining 
committee  membership  other  than  the 
present  one  where  delegates  usually  self¬ 
select  their  committee.  He  said 
committee  memberships  do  not 
“represent  a  true  cross-section  of  the 
delegates”  and  the  present  process 
allows  “persons  with  interests  in  the 
subject  matter  of  a  legislative  committee 
to  seek  to  serve  on  that  committee.  As  a 
result,  delegates  who  are  voting 
members  or  staff  of  general  agencies 
often  seek  to  serve  on  the  legislative 
committee  which  considers  the 
legislation  for  their  agency. 

Regarding  business  in  plenary,  Dr. 
Waltz  said  attention  should  be  given  to 
the  way  legislative  items  are  handled, 
noting  “the  enormous  press  of  items  has 
significantly  complicated  the  process  of 
informed  legislative  action  ...”  Of  the 
often  complex  parliamentary 
procedure,  especially  the  rush-to-get-it- 
all-done  maneuvering  toward 
conference  end,  Dr.  Waltz  said  “one 
result  of  the  way  in  which  the 
parliamentary  process  is  changed 
throughout  the  course  of  the  conference 
is  to  develop  a  diminished  sense  of 
integrity  in  the  process." 


Court  win  predicted 
for  military  chaplains 
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Features  226  pages  of  Bible  study  aids  with  dictionary/concordance,  parables 
and  miracles,  Holy  Land  photos  and  Bible  study  maps,  and  daily  Bible  reading 
guide.  Binding  is  maroon  cloth  over  boards,  with  pages  edge-stained  to  match. 
Each,  7.50.  6  or  more  copies,  each.  6.65.  C08-051373.  Maroon 


New! 


fiewl  Cokesbury  RSV  Large  Print  Reference  Bible 
Over  75,000  center  column  references,  family  register  with  presentation  page,  concordance,  Bible 
study  helps,  color  maps.  A  black  letter  edition  with  gold  edges  and  ribbon  marker 
with  the  extra  large  print  that's  a  pleasure  to  read!  Gift-boxed. 

C08-079434.  Black  bonded  leather. 

Special  price,  29.95. 
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Cokesbury  KJV  Deluxe  Gift  and  Award  Bible 
Words  of  Christ  in  red.  Features  64-page  dictionary/concordance, 
reader's  guide,  harmony  of  the  Gospels,  and  parables  and  miracles.  Bound  in  sim¬ 
ulated  leather,  semi-limp  style  with  veiva  gold-edged  pages  and  color  endpapers. 
Each,  5.95.  6  or  more  copies,  each  4.99.  C08-051418.  Burgundy 

C08-051407.  Black 


Cokesbury  RSV  Deluxe  Gift  and  Award  Bible 

A  9.95  value  for  only  5.75  when  you  buy  6  copies  or  more!  Binding  is  brown 
Leatherflex  simulated  leather  with  turned  edge  covers  and  gold  stamping. 
Features  32-page  dictionary/concordance,  29-page  reader's  guide,  footnotes  and 
footnote  references,  and  full-color  study  maps. 

Each,  6.75.  6  or  more  copies,  each,  5.75.  C08-070800.  Brown 
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1980:  membership  decline  slows 
for  mainline  Protestant  churches 


Comparative  membership  in  U.S.  church  bodies 

RELIGIOUS  BODY 

1.  Roman  Catholic  Church 

2.  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

3.  United  Methodist  Church 

4.  Lutheran  Church  in  America 

5.  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints 

6.  Episcopal  Church 

7.  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod 

8.  United  Presbyterian  Church 

9.  American  Lutheran  Church 

10.  United  Church  of  Christ 


1979 

1980 

GAIN/ 

LOSS 

49,812,178 

50,449.842 

+637,644 

13,372,757 

13,600,126 

+227,369 

9.653,711 

9.584,711 

-69.000 

2,921,090 

2,923,260 

+2,170 

2,706,000 

2,811.000 

+  105,000 

2,841,350 

2.786,004 

-55,346 

2,623,181 

2,625,650 

+2,469 

2,477,364 

2,423,601 

-53,763 

2,362,685 

2,353,299 

-9,386 

1,745,533 

1,736,244 

-9,289 

NEW  YORK  —  If  statistics  in  the 
newly  published  Yearbook  of  American 
and  Canadian  Churches  1982  are  any 
indication,  1980  was  a  good  year  for  U.S. 
churches. 

After  the  churches’  collective 
membership  increased  by  only  .04 
percent  in  1979,  U.S.  church  membership 
recorded  in  1980  increased  by  a  full 
percentage  point  with  1,347,253  new 
members  added  to  the  rolls,  bringing  the 
total  of  U.S.  church  membership  to 
134,816,943.  The  rate  did  not  keep  pace 
with  population  growth,  however,  and 
the  percentage  of  the  U.S.  population 
recorded  on  church  membership  ledgers 
slipped  from  60.5  percent  in  1979  to  58.7 
percent  in  1980. 

The  sharp  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
church  members  brought  some  good 
news  for  the  mainline  Protestant 
churches,  hard  hit  in  recent  years  by  a 
steady  erosion  of  their  membership. 
Yearbook  editor  Constant  H.  Jacquet 
says  this  year’s  data  may  signal  a 
slowdown  in  that  loss. 

“I  wouldn’t  yet  call  it  a  trend,”  Mr. 
Jacquet  cautioned,  “but  we  are  seeing 
some  early  indications  that  declines  in 
mainline  churches  may  be  leveling  off, 


MELBOURNE,  Fla.  —  For  many 
members  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church  here,  death  is  no  longer  a 
subject  to  be  avoided.  Thanks  to  a 
checklist  devised  by  the  Rev.  Ken 
Crossman,  planning  for  one's  funeral 
became  a  congregation-wide  project. 

The  “Life  Inventory”  checklist  “tells 
me  things  pastors  and  family  members 
need  to  know  —  name,  age,  relatives  and 
what  hymns  and  scriptures  are  personal 
favorites,”  Mr.  Crossman  told  the 
Reporter. 

.“You  can  know  a  person  all  his  or  her 
life  and  still  not  know  how  they  want  to  be 
memorialized.  It  is  better  to  let  people 
plan  for  themselves.” 

The  form  also  asks  reflective 
questions,  he  said.  Two  particular 
questions  ask  for  “the  most  important 
accomplishments  in  your  life”  and  what 
the  person  hopes  to  accomplish  during 
his  or  her  remaining  years. 

The  idea  for  the  checklist  was  bom 
during  the  1982  Lenten  season  this  year 
when  the  church  sponsored  neighborhood 
group  discussions  on  the  subject  of  death. 
Mr.  Crossman  said  he  found  the 
members  of  the  small  groups 
“surprisingly  willing”  to  talk  candidly 
about  their  deaths. 

“They  seemed  to  have  some  definite 
ideas  on  how  they  wanted  to  be 
remembered  at  their  funerals  and 
beyond,"  he  said.  “I  wanted  to  get  those 
things  on  paper.” 

The  form  allows  persons  to  designate 
living  memorials  through  gifts  to  the 
American  Cancer  Society,  the  heart 
association  or  to  St.  Paul’s  UMC. 

The  forms  were  mailed  to  every  head 
of  household  in  the  congregation.  Others 
are  available  at  the  church  office. 

Jackson  and  Barbara  Conn  were 
among  those  who  filled  out  their  forms 
immediately.  Mr.  Conn,  a  retired  army 
lieutenant  colonel,  said  he  thought  the 
form  was  “an  excellent  idea.” 

“Barb  and  I  had  made  out  a  will  and 
we  had  bought  our  burial  sites,  so  our 
four  kids  won’t  have  to  worry  about  that. 
This  is  a  good  finishing  touch,”  he  told 
the  Reporter. 

Mrs.  Conn’s  father  died  18  months  ago. 
“I  still  remember  the  pain  of  trying  to 
plan  a  funeral  that  my  father  would  have 
liked.  I  don’t  want  my  children  to  have  to 
guess.  They’ll  go  through  enough  when 
that  time  comes,"  she  said. 

Mr.  Crossman  suggested  that  the 
completed  forms  be  sent  to  the  church 
office,  with  additional  copies  to  a  family 
member  and  perhaps  to  a  funeral 
director.  He  said  older  members  of  the 


as  some  people  have  been  predicting 
they  would.” 

Mainline  losses  smaller 

Mr.  Jacquet  points  to  data  showing  a 
smaller  loss  for  four  mainline  Protestant 
churches  in  1980,  the  latest  year  for 
which  statistics  are  available,  than  in 

1979.  The  United  Methodist  Church,  with 
9,584,711  members,  dropped  .7  percent  in 

1980,  compared  to  .8  percent  in  1979. 
Similarly  the  American  Lutheran 
Church  dropped  .4  percent  in  ’80,  .6 
percent  in  ’79;  United  Church  of  Christ,  .5 
percent  in  ’80,  1.33  percent  in  ’79.  The 


church  have  been  the  “most 
cooperative”  in  getting  forms  back  to  the 
church,  but  he  said  members  of  all  ages 
are  responding. 

“I  think  this  form  promotes  a  much 
healthier  attitude  about  our  own 
mortality,”  he  said.  “We  often  sit  and 
plan  our  futures,  not  realizing  or  wanting 
to  face  the  fact  that  death  is  a  part  of  that 
future.  As  Christians,  part  of  us  accepts 
it,  but  as  human  beings  we  deny  it. 

“The  Life  Inventory  and  our 
discussions  have  made  my  members 
relax  and  reflect,”  he  said.  “You  want  to 
be  remembered  fondly ;  you  want  to  feel 
you’ve  contributed  to  this  life.  And  you 
want  to  make  your  death  as  painless  to 
others  as  possible.  Attending  to  the 
details  through  a  will  and  this  inventory 
is  a  help,”  Mr.  Crossman  said. 


Honoree  blows  own  horn 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  Mabel  Hill,  97, 
gives  a  spirited  rendition  of  "Peace, 
Be  Still"  on  her  saxophone  at  Joyce 
United  Methodist  Church  during  a 
Heritage  Sunday  service  here  last 
month.  Ms.  Hill  and  16  other  church 
members  over  90  years  of  age  were 
honored  at  the  service,  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  tribute  by  the  church  choir, 
"Good  health,  good  cheer,  may  you 
live  a  hundred  years  .  .  ."  Ms.  Hill  is 
accompanied  by  the  church's 
organist,  Richard  Akehurst. 
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Lutheran  Church  in  America  held 
steady,  gaining  .07  percent  in  ’80  after  a 
decline  of  .7  percent  in  ’79. 

Exceptions  were  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  which  posted  a  larger 
drop  than  in  ’79,  losing  2.17  percent  of  its 
members,  and  the  Episcopal  Church 
which,  after  gaining  by  .92  percent  in  ’79, 
lost  1.95  percent  in  80. 

A  number  of  small,  conservative 
Protestant  churches  continued  to  add 
members  at  a  rate  often  far  outstripping 
the  rate  of  U.S.  population  growth,  about 
one  percent  a  year.  The  Q}iristian(£nd 
Missionary  Alliance  churches  registered 
a  9.04  percent  gain,  adding  15,724  new 
members  for  a  total  of  189,710. 
Assemblies  of  God  grew  by  6.34  percent, 
adding  103,347  members  in  1980  for  a 
total  membership  of  1,732,371.  The 
Church  of  God  (Cleveland,  Tenn.) 
increased  from  411,385  to  435,012,  a  gain 
of  5.74  percent. 

Also  growing  quickly  was  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints 
(Mormons)  which  added  105,000 
members  for  a  total  of  2,811,000  a 
growth  of  3.88  percent.  The  Seventh-Day 
Adventists  added  18,052  for  a  total  of 
571,141,  a  3.26  percent  increase,  and  the 
Church  of  the  Nazarene  grew  by  1.99 
percent,  adding  9,456  for  a  total 
membership  of  484,276. 

Data  for  the  Yearbook  are  obtained 
from  the  religious  bodies  themselves  and 
are  not  always  comparable,  according  to 
Mr.  Jacquet. 

Seminary  enrollment  holds  firm 

Although  U.S.  seminary  enrollment  in 
1981  held  fairly  constant,  up  only  1.9 
percent,  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
women  students  continued.  Women  now 
constitute  23.1  percent  of  total 
registrations,  up  from  10.2  percent  in 
1972,  and  up  from  21 .8  percent  in  1980. 

These  statistics  are  provided  to  the 
Yearbook  by  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

With  193  seminaries  reporting,  total 
enrollment  in  the  U.S.  and  Canadian 
schools  stood  at  50,559  in  the  fall  of  1981, 
up  from  49,611  in  1980. 

Black  students  made  up  4.7  percent  of 
this  total,  in  contrast  to  the  estimated 
11.7  percent  black  population  of  the  U.S. 
ATS  notes  that  476  of  the  2,371  black 
theological  students  are  found  in  the  five 
primarily  black  schools  with  60 
primarily  white  schools  enrolling  no 
blacks  at  all. 

Hispanic  students  are  also 
underrepresented  in  the  seminary 
population  with  955  students  making  up 
1.9  percent  of  the  enrollment,  contrasted 
to  6.4  percent  of  the  U.S.  population.  The 
716  Pacific/Asian  American  students 
make  up  1.4  percent  of  the  total.  Native 
American  students  were  counted  by  ATS 
for  only  the  third  year.  Their  number  was 
at  79  in  1981,  up  15  from  the  year  before. 

$69  million  asked 
for  missionaries 

JEFFERSONVILLE,  lnd.  (UMNS)  - 
United  Methodists  will  be  invited  to  give 
$69  million  to  mission  projects  during 
1983-84  as  “second-mile”  contributions 
beyond  the  basic  World  Service 
benevolence  fund  of  the  church. 

The  Advance  Committee  approved 
$10.2  million  in  missionary  support  to  he 
sought  in  1983-84  and  $400,000  in  support 
for  other  persons-in-mission,  primarily 
nationals  from  outside  the  U.S.  serving  in 
countries  other  than  their  homeland. 
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‘Life  inventory’  checklist  can  help 
us  face  meaning  of  life  and  death 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


A  United  Methodist  pastor  in  Florida  . 
has  developed  a  novel  procedure 
designed  to  help  members  of  his  congre¬ 
gation  think  through  what  they  want  to 
make  of  the  rest  of  their  lives  — 
including  their  funerals  (see  UMR,  June 
18).  The  ‘Life  Inventory”  checklist,  as  it 
is  called,  could  be  adapted  for  equally 
beneficial  use  in  other  congregations. 

Persons  filling  out  the  “Life 
Inventory”  checklist  are  asked  to 
commit  to  writing  two  basic  types  of 
information:  (1)  Details  that  would  be 
needed  to  prepare  for  that  person’s 
funeral  such  as  age,  relatives,  favorite 
Scripture  passages,  favorite  hymns,  and 
what  organizations  should  receive 
memorial  gifts;  and  (2)  reflective 
statements  concerning  “the  most  impor¬ 
tant  accomplishments  in  your  life,”  and 
what  one  hopes  to  accomplish  during  his 
or  her  remaining  time  on  earth. 

There  can  be  both  practical  and 
spiritual  benefits  in  such  an  exercise.  By 
giving  careful  advance  thought  to  one’s 
mortality  and  “final  rites,”  a  person 
filling  out  a  ‘‘Life  Inventory”  checklist  is 
likely  to  save  traumatized  family 
members  much  unnecessary  decision¬ 
making  and  to  help  them  plan  a 
memorial  service  consistent  with  their 
loved  one’s  faith. 

Of  equal  value  and  importance  in  such 
an  exercise,  however,  is  the  encourage¬ 
ment  it  provides  for  persons  to  reflect  on 
what  their  life  has  meant,  and  how  they 
hope  to  make  the  best  use  of  what 


remains  of  it. 

Such  an  exercise  is  thoroughly 
consistent  with  the  Christian  affirmation 
of  life  in  all  of  its  seasons,  including 
death.  The  amount  of  time  allotted  to  us 
on  earth  is  unknown  and  unknowable. 
But  we  are  entrusted  with  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  treating  each  of  our  days  as  a 
gift  from  God  to  be  lived  to  its  fullest. 
Neither  do  we  know  exactly  what  lies  in 
store  for  us  when  we  die,  but  we  do  know 
that  God  will  hold  us  accountable  for  the 
way  we  have  lived. 

Most  of  us  stay  so  frantically  busy  that 
we  don't  have  much  time  to  think  about 
dying,  and  few  of  us  are  anxious  to 
change  that  pattern.  It  may  be,  however, 
that  some  directed  reflection  on  how  we 
intend  to  approach  our  death  would  be 
profoundly  helpful  in  our  efforts  to  live 
responsibly. 

If  your  congregation  were  to  take  a 
“Life  Inventory,”  would  you  participate 
readily  and  comfortably?  We  would.  We 
have  long  advocated  advance  funeral 
planning  on  an  individual  basis,  and  we 
now  see  additional  benefits  in  members 
of  a  congregation  sharing  their  thoughts 
and  outlooks  about  life,  death  and  faith 
with  their  pastor,  and  with  one  another  in 
small  groups.  We  believe  good  ideas  like 
this  one  should  be  shared.  If  you  believe 
your  congregation  might  benefit  from 
use  of  a  “Life  Inventory”  instrument,  we 
suggest  you  mention  the  possibility  to 
your  pastor,  lay  leader,  or  Coilncil  on 
Ministries  chairperson. 


Reflections  about  ‘ grass  roots  church " 
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Children  teach  their  teacher 


By  JEANETTE  DOYLE  PARR 

Dramatizing  the  story  of  the  Good 
Samaritan  with  hand  puppets  seemed 
like  a  good  idea.  I  felt  it  would  provide  a 
change  of  pace  for  my  church  school  class 
of  nine  and  ten-year-olds.  I  had  hoped  it 
would  make  the  beautiful  lesson  of  broth¬ 
erhood  more  meaningful. 

For  two  Sundays,  things  went 
smoothly.  We  discussed  the  parable  of 
non-res  trictive  kindness  as  we  cons  true  tea 
our  simple  puppets.  But  the  following 
Sunday,  as  we  began  rehearsing  the  skit 
we  would  present  to  the  other  classes,  I 
was  sure  I’d  made  a  mistake. 

They  seemed  to  have  forgotten  the 
story  entirely  —  concentrating  only  on 
the  fun  and  excitement  of  maneuvering 
their  puppets.  Each  time  the  certain  man 
from  Jericho  fell  among  the  thieves,  it 
took  more  than  the  Good  Samaritan’s 
clumsy  binding  to  repair  his  wounds! 

I  had  to  re-attach  his  head  and  re-stitch 
his  arms  after  each  traumatic  encounter 
on  the  Jericho  road.  Obviously,  the  tnree 
little  thieves  were  being  much  too 
enthusiastic  in  their  attack,  so  I  stopped 
rehearsal  and  asked  everyone  to  sit  down. 

I  explained  that  while  I  loved  the  way 
they’d  gotten  into  the  drama  of  the  story, 
it  was  a  story  about  kindness,  and  it 
would  help  matters  tremendously  if  the 
thieves  could  be  a  little  kinder  to  the  poor 
traveler  puppet. 

The  injured  party,  a  skinny,  red-haired 
dynamo  named  Jason,  raised  the  hand  on 
which  the  unconscious  puppet  still 
pitifully  resided. 

“Oh,  I  don’t  mind,  Mrs.  Parr.  Every 
time  they  attack  me,  we’re  pretending 
I’m  from  a  different  race.  And  Bobby 
...  I  mean  the  Good  Samaritan  ...  is 
from  a  different  country  each  time.  That 
way.  everybody  gets  to  help  everybody!  ” 

As  I  smiled,  I  felt  sure  that  God  was 
smiling  too.  They  hadn’t  forgotten  the 
story.  They'd  enhanced  it  —  with  their 
own  joyful  interpretation  of  His  Good 
Neighbor  Policy  —  trying  to  make  sure  it 
included  everyone. 

Then  I  sobered.  And  breathed  a  silent 
prayer  that  I  would  always  follow  their 
example.  Their  skit  —  and  the  Parable 
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on  which  it  was  based  —  had  included  me. 

This  week’s  contributor,  Jeanette 
Doyle  Parr,  is  a  member  of  the  Decatur- 
Centerton  Charge  in  Decatur,  Arkansas 
(North  Arkansas  Conference). 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  A.  JAMES  ARMSTRONG 
Renewalists,  like  Stephen  Rose, 
write  about  the  “grass  roots  church.” 
Critics,  like  Ed  Robb,  talk  about  the 
“grass  roots  church.”  The  “grass 
roots  church”  is  seen  as  a  local 
congregation,  usually  small,  a 
"typical”  cross-section  of  Christian 
persons  who  represent  the  commit¬ 
ments  and  attitudes  of  the  church  as  it 
really  is. 

The  "grass  roots  church”  is  often 
pictured  as  an  indignant  young  David 
taking  on  the  Goliaths  of  distant 
“bureaucracies”  and  “hierarchies” 
—  far  away  enemies  who  are  said  to 
be  responsible  for  much  of  our 
confusion  and  misery.  The  "grass 
roots  church"  is  seen  as  a  weather 
vane,  a  corrective  sign  of  hope  and 
promise  in  a  dry  and  dispirited  land. 

As  I  write  this, 
CBS  News  has 
just  descended 
on  the  North  In¬ 
diana  Conference 

J)  •--/  W-  to  capture  our  de- 
*  bates  revolving 

around  a  proposal 
to  recommend 
^  withdrawal  from 

James  Armstrong  the  World  Council 
of  Churches.  People  from  the  network 
talked  about  the  “grass  roots 
church.”  And  —  to  the  degree  that  the 
laypersons  and  clergy  from  across 
northern  Indiana  represent  the  grass 
roots  church  —  that  church 
responded. 

The  petition  was  defeated  in  the 
Legislative  Committee  by  a  vote  of  51 
to  9,  with  9  abstentions.  Later  the 
petition  was  re-introduced  at  the 
plenary  session  of  the  conference. 
After  a  brief,  pointed  and  courteous 
debate  the  vote  was  taken.  The 
outcome  was  overwhelming  as  the 
conferenrp  underscored  itc  support  of 


the  ecumenical  movement  and  of  the 
WCC.  This  doesn't  mean  that  every¬ 
one  who  voted  to  support  the 
Legislative  Committee  is  in  complete 
agreement  with  everything  the  WCC 
does.  It  simply  suggests  that  good 
people  judged  the  WCC  to  be  more 
faithful  and  responsible  than  some  of 
its  more  vocal  critics  suggest.  The 
“grass  roots  church"  was  given  an 
opportunity  to  raise  its  voice  —  and  it 
did. 

Since  Jan.  1,  I  have  crisscrossed 
Indiana.  I’ve  preached  and  talked 
with  people  in  Lafayette,  Logansport, 
Carmel,  Marion,  Huntington,  Gary 
and  Muncie.  I’ve  been  in  Goshen, 
North  Manchester,  French  Lick, 
Ligonier  and  South  Bend.  I’ve  spoken 
in  English  and  Marengo  (according  to 
the  stereotypes  you  can’t  get  much 
closer  to  the  “grass  roots”  than 
that!).  Because  of  the  particular 
responsibilities  of  my  job,  I  would 
guess  I’m  privileged  to  work  about  as 
close  to  the  “grass  roots  church”  as 
anyone.  And  let  me  assure  you  of  one 
thing:  the  “grass  roots  church”  is  not 
as  negative,  not  as  critical,  not  as 
unthinking  as  some  who  presume  to 
speak  in  its  name  pretend. 

After  12  years  in  North  and  South 
Dakota  (now  those  are  “grass  roots”) 
and  two  more  recent  ones  here  in 
Indiana,  I’ve  come  to  certain 
conclusions  about  “grass  roots” 
Christians  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

They  want  to  be  and  have  a  right  to 
be  informed. 

lliey  resent  being  manipulated  by 
anyone. 

They  are  fair  and,  given  the  facts, 
they  can  be  trusted. 

They  want  to  participate  in  those 
decisions  and  share  ownership  in  the 
formation  of  those  policies  and 
programs  that  will  give  direction  to 


their  churches. 

They  are  young  and  old,  poor  and 
rich,  conservative  and  liberal, 
married  and  single,  Democrat  and 
Republican,  deeply  religious  and 
simply  muddling  along  —  all  these 
different  kinds  of  people  represent  the 
“grass  roots.” 

They  may  seem  a  bit  suspicious  of 
authority  and  leadership.  This  is  the 
mood  of  the  land  just  now.  But  they 
are  not  mean,  not  malicious  ;  they  are 
not  obstructionists.  They  simply  want 
to  be  appreciated  for  who  and  what 
they  are. 

They  believe  in  God.  They  believe  in 
Christ.  They  believe  in  the  Bible, 
although  they  admit  they  don’t  know 
as  much  about  it  as  they  should. 

They  take  the  church  seriously. 
They  want  it  to  make  a  difference. 
And  they  want  to  be  a  part  of  its  life 
and  ministry  —  they  want  to  be  a  part 
of  that  difference. 

The  next  time  you  hear  someone 
talking  about  the  “grass  roots 
church”  bear  in  mind  that  they  are 
talking  about  you.  You,  who  read 
these  words,  are  as  wondrously 
diverse  and  unpredictable  as  any 
other  cross-section  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ.  I  thank  God  for  you.  I 
thank  God  for  the  “grass  roots 
church.”  And  together  we  can  make  a 
difference,  a  vital  difference,  in  our 
communities  and  world  —  if  we 
respect  one  another,  listen  to  one 
another,  learn  from  one  another,  and 
seek  to  be  faithful,  above  all,  to  our 
Lord  Christ. 

Bishop  Armstrong  is  episcopal 
leader  of  United  Methodism's  Indiana 
Area,  and  is  current  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.  This  article  is  reprinted 
from  the  June  issue  of  the  Hoosier 
United  Methodist. 


Investigative  committee’s  decision  disappointing 


To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciate  your  telling  of  the  facts 
surrounding  the  hearing  of  charges  made 
against  Bishop  Wheatley  (see  UMR,  May 
28  and  June  4 ) .  Our  church  needs  to  know 
what  is  really  going  on.  I  am  very  disap¬ 
pointed  with  the  decision  of  the 
committee  that  felt  there  was  no 
evidence.  There  is  ample  evidence  from 
what  I  read  in  our  paper  to  remove 
Bishop  Wheatley  from  office.  Any 
denomination  that  claims  to  be  a  part  of 
the  church,  should  make  a  stand  and  not 
conform  to  the  whims  of  the  world. 

If  we  continue  such  passive  action,  we 
are  not  the  people  Wesley  called 
Methodist  and  neither  can  we  be 
considered  a  church.  If  people  want 
homosexuality  so  bad,  why  don’t  they 
join  the  group  that  is  applying  for 
entrance  into  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

I’m  tired  of  seeing  Christians  leave 
our  United  Methodist  Church  because  we 
are  not  emphasizing  holy  living.  As  a 
Christian  church  we  are  supposed  to 
preach  the  Good  News  of  Jesus,  that  He 
has  come  to  save  us  from  sin ;  not  that  we 
are  to  stay  in  it.  I  appreciate  the  efforts 
of  Dr.  Hendrix  and  First  UMC  of  Boulder 
—  it  is  a  shame  we  didn’t  heed  their 
warning. 

Jeff  Callahan 
Cedar  Bluff,  Virginia 

Homosexual  activity  and 
Wesley’s  quadrilateral 

To  the  Editor: 

Might  we  condone  homosexual  activity 
on  the  basis  of  John  Wesley’s  quadri¬ 
lateral?  This  sad  possibility  signals  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  need  to 
review  the  proper  and  faithful  use  of 
Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and 
experience. 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Orange,  California 

Ruling,  bishop  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  impressed  with  Spurgeon 
Dunnam  s  very  articulate  and  fair  report 
concerning  th£  hearing  of  Bishop  Melvin 
E.  Wheatley  Jr.  (UMR,  May  28). 

I  was  happy  that  the  committee  ruled 
there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  against 
the  bishop  for  a  trial. 

Bishop  Wheatley  sounds  like  a  very 
intelligent  and  compassionate  man  and  I 
am  thankful  that  a  man  of  his  caliber  is 
one  of  the  leaders  of  our  church. 

RuthL.  Harder 
Austin.  Texas 

Committee  missed 
opportunity  to  witness 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  excellent 
coverage  of  the  hearing  held  in  Los 
Angeles'  Westchester  United  Methodist 
Church  to  consider  charges  against 
Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  (UMR, 
May  28). 

I  am  deeply  interested  in  this  case.  As 
a  delegate  to  a  number  of  General 
Conferences  in  which  I  strongly  opposed 
efforts  to  change  the  Disciplinary  stand 
of  the  church  concerning  homosexuality, 
and  also  as  one  who  believes  in  the  Holy 
Bible  as  the  inspired  Word  of  God,  I  must 
state  my  conviction  is  unchanged. 

Second,  I  want  to  express  my  own 
personal  appreciation  to  the  Rev.  David 
Hendrix,  of  Waverly  Hall,  Ga.,  for  his 
well  marshalled  presentation  of  facts  — 
facts  which  were  not  negated  by  the 
defense. 

Bishop  Wheatley’s  personal  testimony 
calls  for  compassion  but  does  not  alter 
the  fact  that  it  may  possibly  be  short¬ 


changing  the  power  of  God  to  change  a 
person  and  keep  them  changed.  I  do  not 
condone  his  interpretation  of  the  Order 
and  Discipline  of  our  church  nor  his 
comments  concerning  the  Bible. 

I  can  understand  the  difficult  task  of 
the  seven-member  Committee  on 
Investigation  assigned  to  this  hearing. 
Yet,  I  somehow  feel  they  have  missed  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  witness. 

Roy  E.  Blessing 

Point  Pleasant,  West  Virginia 

Bishop’s  resignation  wanted 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  your  May  28  report  about 
the  ill-judged  decision  of  the  Western 
Jurisdiction  Committee  on  Investigation 
regarding  the  accusations  against 
Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  Maybe 
Mr.  Wheatley  has  learned  how  a  good 
whitewash  job  is  done  and  will  still  resign 
as  a  bishop  and  become  a  painter. 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 
Another  episcopal  view 
To-the  Editor : 

I  confess  that  I  was  thankful  during  my 
own  active  episcopacy  that  I  wasn’t 
forced  to  confront  publicly  the  question 
of  homosexuality.  My  reluctance  and 
that  of  many  others  to  face  this  issue 
openly,  however,  makes  it  all  the  more 
important  now  that  Bishop  Wheatley  be 
heard.  He  is  performing  a  very 
important  service  to  the  whole  church 
and  should  be  commended  for  his 
leadership. 

The  church  does  include  in  its  company 
many  men  and  women,  both  laity  and 
clergy,  who  are  homosexuals.  They 
deserve  more  than  to  be  told  to  go  away 
and  leave  us  alone.  They  deserve  more, 
in  fact,  than  to  be  told  that  they  are 
acceptable  colleagues  only  if  they  will 
affirm  the  lifestyle  of  their  “straight” 
colleagues  and  abandon  any  semblance 
of  their  own  sexual  identity. 

As  Bishop  Wheatley  has  suggested,  we 
need  careful  study  of  Scripture,  for  the 
evidence  of  homosexuality  there  is  not  as 
clear-cut  as  some  assume  it  to  be.  We 
need  far  greater  understanding  of  the 
psychological  and  physiological  issues 
involved:  i.e.,  that  homosexual  people 
are  involved  in  something  far  more 
complex  than  a  conscious  choice  of 
lifestyle  that  is  totally  a  result  of  their 
own  wills.  And  we  need  a  great  deal  less 
recrimination  and  a  great  deal  more 
effort  to  understand  all  who  are  party  to 
this  growing  dialogue. 

I  fear  that  for  some  in  our  church  this 
has  become  a  “cheap”  issue:  one  over 
which  people  who  need  not  deal  directly 
with  homosexuals  themselves,  can  get 
very  emotional  and  about  which  they  can 
feel  very  self-righteous,  without  any  real 
cost  to  themselves.  Some  of  those  most 
indignant  over  the  presence  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  the  church  seem  relatively 
unconcerned  about  sexism,  racism,  the 
threat  of  nuclear  war,  questions  of  social 
and  economic  justice  .  .  .  a  long  list  of 
concerns  that,  it  seems  to  me,  are  of  far 
greater  consequence  in  our  midst  than  a 
person’s  sexual  identity. 

Bishop  Wheatley  is  providing  a  model 
of  responsible  Christian  leadership  that 
merits  emulation  —  whatever  our 
respective  opinions  about  the  particular 
issue  of  homosexuality  in  the  church. 

R.  Marvin  Stuart 
Los  Altos,  California 
Mr.  Hendrix  not  present 
for  hearing’s  conclusion 

To  the  Editor . 

I  would  like  to  share  with  you  my 
appreciation  for  your  careful  and  in- 
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depth  coverage  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  Committee  on 
Investigation  held  here  recently  (see 
UMR,  May  28).  I  feel  that  your  articles  in 
the  Reporter  will  be  very  helpful  for  all 
United  Methodists  who  did  not  have  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  hearings. 

However,  I  am  very  disturbed  by  one 
aspect  of  your  full-page  coverage.  In 
both  the  caption  of  the  picture  showing 
Bishop  Wheatley  with  Dr.  Hendrix,  and 
in  the  concluding  four  paragraphs  of  the 
article,  near  the  bottom  of  the  page,  the 
impression  is  given  to  the  reader  that  Dr. 
Hendrix  was  present  for  the  reading  of 
the  committee’s  findings.  I  feel  that  you 
owe  it  to  all  United  Methodists  to  make  it 
perfectly  clear  that  Dr.  Hendrix  was  not 
present  at  that  time.  My  personal 
recollection  is  that  he  later  admitted  to 
the  press  (in  my  presence)  that  he  had 
been  touring  Universal  Studios  at  the 
time  that  the  committee’s  findings  were 
announced. 

Bringing  charges  against  a  bishop  is  a 
very  grave  matter.  In  my  opinion  it  is 
sufficiently  serious  for  an  accuser  to 
forego  sightseeing  while  the 
investigation  process  is  still  in  progress. 
Perhaps  those  who  supported  Dr. 
Hendrix  financially  will  desire  some 
accountability  on  his  part. 

Brent  A.  Criswell 

Los  Angeles,  California 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Our  photo  caption 
erroneously  indicated  that  Bishop 
Wheatley  and  Dr.  Hendrix  were  shown 
chatting  after  the  Committee  on  In¬ 
vestigation  offered  its  ruling.  In  fact  the 
picture  was  taken  before  the  committee 
began  its  deliberations.  The  Reporter 
regrets  this  unintentional  error. 

Specific  legislation  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  ruling  in  favor  of  Bishop  Wheatley 
comes  as  no  surprise.  In  appointing  a 
homosexual  to  a  church  the  Bishop  had 
nothing  to  fear.  After  all,  the  Judicial 
Council— the  UMC’s  “supreme  court” 
ruled  in  1979  that  every  United  Methodist 
minister  “in  good  standing"  is 
guaranteed  an  appointment.  The  1980 
General  conference  did  nothing  to 
change  this  aspect  of  church  law. 

Once  a  ministerial  candidate  gets  past 
the  ordination  process  (where  laymen 
have  some  input)  he  becomes  a  member 
of  the  “annual  conference."  Then  his 
fellow  ministers,  in  executive  session  — 
with  no  lay  input  allowed  —  decide  as  to 
whether  or  not  he  is  a  “member  in  good 
standing”  and  eligible  to  be  appointed  to 
a  pulpit. 

An  editorial  in  the  Reporter  dated 


Lee  Chamberlain 


November  23, 1979,  said:  “If  members  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  believe  that 
self-avowed,  practicing  homosexuals 
should  be  universally  excluded  from  the 
ordained  ministry  of  our  church,  it  is  now 
clear  that  specific  legislation  to  that 
effect  would  need  to  be  proposed  to  and 
adopted  by  the  1980  General 
Conference."  Well,  the  1980  General 
Conference  has  come  and  gone,  but 
another  one  is  coming  up.  I  for  one  would 
support  such  legislation  and  would 
contribute  money  to  help  any  United 
Methodist  group  proposing  such 
legislation. 

Mildred  L.  Brown 
Fullerton,  California 

One  more  attempt 
to  correct  error 

To  the  Editor: 

The  editor’s  note  following  the  letter 
headlined  “Joseph  Mitchell  defended”  in 
your  June  11  letter  column  was  just  too 
much  for  me.  When  I  read  it,  it  broke  me 
up  to  the  point  where  I  didn’t  just  laugh 
—  I  shrieked! 

How  could  your  proofreaders’  watchful 
eyes  ever  have  missed  the  misspelling  of 
Prof.  Bowne’s  name,  in  your  editor’s  note 
which  was  intended  to  acknowledge  its 
similar  misspelling  in  a  previous  article. 

As  one  who  has  earned  her  living  as  a 
copy  editor  and  proofreader,  all  I  can  say 
is,  “Do  you  have  a  job  opening?  I  think 
you  need  me!” 

All  right,  proofreading  department,  I 
dare  you  to  blow  this  one! 

Barbara  A.  Sielaff 
Montrose,  Colorado 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  We  nearly  always 
have  openings  for  good  proofreaders.  At 
this  point,  any  effort  we  make  to  correct 
the  record  regarding  Prof.  Bowne’s 
name,  seems  BOWNE  to  go  askew,  so 
we’re  ready  to  join  Ms.  Sielaff  in  a  good 
laugh  at  ourselves.  Actually,  this  latest 
error  was  discovered  and  corrected 
during  the  early  part  of  the  week,  so 
about  half  our  readers  received  the 
erroneous  version  and  the  other  half- 
received  a  corrected  version. 
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Methodist,  EUB 
merger  still  in 
need  of  our  care 

By  W.  LEE  CHAMBERLAIN 
If  your  marriage,  during  its  14th  year, 
still  showed  some  signs  of  abrasiveness 
and  discord,  would  you  take  any  notice  of 
it?  Or  would  you  say  that,  “All  the 
originally  promised  adjustments  have 
been  carefully  carried  out  during  the 
first  five  years  or  so,  and  there  is  hence¬ 
forth  no  difference  between  the  one  and  • 
the  other,  but  all  are  one  in  Christ?  ’’ 

The  marriage  to  which  I  refer  is,  of 
course,  that  between  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  (EUB)  and  the - 
Methodist  churches.  In  this  calendar 
year  1982,  I  have  heard  from  older 
members  of  both  churches:  “I  feel  they 
have  taken  our  church  away  from  us.’ 

Could  not  we  who! 
are  now  appointed  by  I 
the  United  Methodist  I 
Church  to  minister  I 
to  the  churches,  bel 
more  aware  of  our  I 
own  prejudiced  back- 1 
ground  and  precon¬ 
ditioning,  as  well  as  | 
that  of  those  to  whom  I 
we  minister?  Can’t 
we  accept  the  fact  that  habitual  and 
lifelong  needs  and  feelings  still  exist? 
Can’t  we  admit  that  the  usual  Methodist 
Episcopal  worship  and  ritual  is  something 
different  from  the  more  informal,  evan¬ 
gelistic  and  expressive  service  of  the 
Brethren? 

I’m  sure  we  have  tried  to  integrate, 
compromise  and  unify  our  orders  of 
worship,  hoping  to  arrive  at  a  happy 
solution  to  the  dilemma.  But  there  is  still 
something  to  be  desired— some  unsatis¬ 
fied  needs  for  traditional  worship  experi¬ 
ences.  I  don't  know  what  can  be  done. 

Certainly  some  ministers  are 
attempting  something  of  a  two-step  ser¬ 
vice.  Beginning  with  informal  greetings, 
announcements,  perhaps  sharings,  then 
leading  almost  abruptly  into  the  more 
formal  (serious?)  acts  of  worship: 
Prayers,  hymns,  Scripture  readings, 
anthem  and  sermon.  Could  these  latter, 
sometimes  but  not  always,  be  followed 
by  further  informality,  perhaps  after  the 
benediction  and  dismissal  of  the  more 
formal  worship?  I  believe  John  Wesley 
preferred  to  keep  the  two  usages  separate  , 
and  distinct.  I  don’t  know  the  preferences 
of  Otterbein,  Albright  and  the  others. 

An  article  by  M.  Garlinda  Burton 
headlined  “Signs  show  members  up  — 
maybe”  which  appeared  in  the  May  14, 
1982,  issue  of  UMR  said:  “Of  those  UM 
local  churches  reporting  a  growing 
membership,  Dr.  Hartman  said,  pastors 
and  lay  persons  indicate  they  are  more 
satisfied  with  the  worship  services  and 
programs  within  their  churches  ,  than 
those  with  stagnant  or  dwindling 
memberships.”  Is  this  not  just  another 
way  of  saying  that  local  churches  with 
satisfying  worship  services  and 
programs  are  the  ones  with  growing 
memberships? 

To  return  to  the  metaphor  of  a 
marriage.  I’m  afraid  that  sometimes  the 
older  members  of  the  congregation,  upon 
whose  physical  and  emotional  support 
the  church  very  heavily  depends,  may  be 
looked  upon  as  “mothers-in-law”  who 
should  stop  interfering  with  the  workings 
of  the  marriage,  which  may  be  seen  as 
the  minister  and  the  newer  members 
who  have  come  in  during  his  ministry. 

Not  so,  they  also  are  the  “one  body." 
They  and  their  ancient  loyalties  must  not 
be  shunted  to  the  side  lines.  Those 
precious  souls  must  still  be  nurtured,  be 
built  up  and  be  allowed  usefulness.  And 
we  have  to  find  ways  that  it  can  happen. 
In  any  given  church  these  valuable 
resource  persons  may  be  all  from  one  or 
all  from  the  other  former  traditions;  or 
both  may  be  present  in  lesser  numbers. 

The  marriage  is  worth  saving  and 
there  is  still  work  to  be  done  on  it. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contrib¬ 
utor  is  W.  Lee  Chamberlain,  an  associate 
member  of  the  Western  New  York  Con¬ 
ference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand."  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  TX  75222. 


Arnold  Prater  challenge*  this 
popular  notion  and  builds  the 
case  for  the  sufficiency  of  God’s 
grace  rather  than  the  insuffi¬ 
ciency  of  our  faith.  If  you've 
ever  been  told  that  your  prayers 
for  spiritual  success,  healing, 
or  financial  security  lacked 
the  faith  to  “claim  the  prom¬ 
ises,”  this  book  is  for  you. 


How  Much  Faith  Does  It  Take? 
Only  $3.95  paperback. 

Available  now  at  local  bookstores. 
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Church  tackles  teen  alcohol  abuse 


Book  discusses 
alcohol’s  effects 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON  -  “You,  Your  Body 
and  Alcohol”  is  the  name  of  the  new 
study  book  for  fifth  and  sixth  grade 
church  school  classes  offered  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Prepared  by  the  Waterloo  District  of 
the  UMC’s  Iowa  Annual  Conference,  it 
presents  facts  regarding  the  effect  of 
alcohol  on  the  body  and  mind  and 
provides  an  opening  for  young  people  to 
share  their  own  ideas  and  observations 
about  drinking. 

The  study  guide,  which  also  is 
recommended  as  the  basis  for  discussing 
the  subject  in  the  home,  includes  a 
sample  letter  to  parents  before  they  and 
their  children  begin  the  study. 

Bible  references  such  as  I  Cor.  6:19-20, 
“Your  body  is  a  temple  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,”  and  Gal.  6:2,  “Help  carry  one 
another’s  burdens  ...”  set  the  tone  for 
the  study  which  describes  alcoholism  but 
as  a  disease  which  will  affect  “about  one 
out  of  10  people  who  start  drinking.” 

It  provides  worksheets  for  analyzing 
alcohol  advertisements,  the  presence  of 
drinking  in  crime  and  accidents  and 
prevention  of  alcohol  problems  ( “Make  a 
decision  about  important  things  instead 
of  just  drifting  along  to  see  what  hap¬ 
pens”  and  “Ask  God’s  help  in  changing 
stress  to  something  useful”).  An  entire 
session  is  devoted  to  “Alcoholism  &  Self- 
Esteem.” 

Other  study  sessions  focus  on  how  al¬ 
cohol  affects  the  body  and  making 
choices  and  on  what  is  alcohol  and  what 
are  values.  The  final  handout  in  the  book 
urges  readers  to  think  about  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  their  decisions  and  suggests 
“what  our  church  recommends  for  us  — 
is  to  live  our  lives  without  drinking  al¬ 
cohol.” 

In  the  forward  to  the  study  book 
written  in  1978  when  he  was  resident 
bishop  of  the  Iowa  Area,  the  Rev.  Lance 
Webb  wrote  commending  the  study 
guide: 

“Where  else  in  our  society  are  the 
ingredients  of  solving  and  preventing 
alcohol-related  problems  more  present 
than  in  a  supportive  and  well-informed 
congregation?” 

Order  “You,  Your  Body  and  Alcohol” 
from  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
United  Methodist  Church,  100  Maryland 
Ave.,  N.E.  Washington,  D.C.  20002.  Order 
number  is  CS1003. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 


Layman 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES  -  A  feisty  professor  of 
public  health  whom  some  students  call 
“UCLA’s  Carrie  Nation"  has  almost 
single-handedly  kept  beer  and  wine  from 
flowing  at  the  school’s  student  union. 

More  than  a  year  ago,  the  state 
granted  a  liquor  license  to  the  student 
association.  Only  Edward  L.  Rada,  an 
active  United  Methodist  layman,  ob¬ 
jected. 

Nary  a  drop  of  spirits  has  been  poured 
at  the  student  union,  and  Dr.  Rada,  65,  has 
suceeded  in  having  the  license  revoked. 

He  readily  acknowledges  that  he 
probably  eventually  will  lose  this  battle 
as  he  has  several  others  during  a  20-year 
crusade  to  prevent  the  sale  of  alcohol 
near  or  on  the  UCLA  campus.  The  easier 
it  is  to  purchase  alcohol,  Dr.  Rada 
reasons,  the  more  likely  that  drinking 
will  destroy  students’  chances  for  a  good 
education. 

He  says  he  continues  to  fight  because  it 
stirs  up  so  much  debate  about  the  value 
of  abstinence  and  about  his  bromide, 
“alcohol  and  education  don’t  mix.” 

In  this  round  as  in  the  others,  Dr.  Rada 
has  used  every  law,  administrative  rule, 
delaying  procedure  and  appeals  process 
he  could  find. 

The  campus  newspaper  states  that 
for  some  time  at  every  other  California 
state  campus,  students  have  been  able  to 
drop  by  an  on-campus  bar  and  order  a 
beer  or  a  glass  of  wine. 

At  UCLA,  however,  students  have  to 
wash  down  their  fast  food  with  soft 
drinks.  Except  for  the  UCLA  Faculty 
Club,  the  giant  UCLA  campus  is  dry. 

Dr.  Rada’s  picture  and  name  have 
become  common  features  in  city  and 
student  newspapers  and  TV  news  clips. 

Despite  all  the  notoriety,  Dr.  Rada  can 
wend  his  way  through  the  mass  of 
students  in  the  Cooperage  —  where  the 
beer  was  supposed  to  flow  in  the 
basement  of  the  student  union  —  and  not 
draw  verbal  attacks  or  stinging  glances 
as  he  downs  a  hamburger  and  soda. 

Students  respect  tenacity 

Some  students  there  told  the  Reporter 
that  they  don’t  think  most  students 
understand  what  makes  Dr.  Rada  tick. 
Although  many  are  upset  that  they  have 
to  go  off-campus  to  drink,  the  students 
said,  they  feel  a  certain  admiration  for  a 
person  who  can  defy  all  pressures  — 
especially  those  from  his  peers  and 
superiors  in  the  university  —  and  press 
on  for  wl*at  he  believes  is  right. 

“When  you  see  that  he’s  a  public  health 
professor,  his  stand  makes  some  sense,” 
one  student  said. 

Dr.  Rada  says  many  persons  still  are 
suspicious  that  he  is  operating  only  out  of 
a  puritanical  religious  code.  After  the 
taping  of  one  student  TV  show.  Dr.  Rada 
says,  a  student  turned  to  him  in 
exasperation  and  spouted,  “Are  you 
religious?”  Dr.  Rada  says  he  answered, 
“I’m  in  this  because  I  didn’t  come  to  this 


Alcoholism  recovery  program  includes  family 


Teen-agers  at  Rosecrance  Memorial 
Children's  Home  keep  up  with  their 
regular  school  work  in  special  education 
classes  on  campus  provided  by  the  Rock¬ 
ford  public  schools.  Because  oi  such 
classes,  people  don’t  get  behind  while  in 
residence.” 

ROSECRANCE  MEMORIAL 
CHILDREN'S  HOME  PHOTO 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

ROCKFORD,  Ill.  -  Nationally  in  1980, 
alcohol  abuse  was  a  factor  in  58  percent 
of  all  teen  deaths. 

This  was  one  compelling  statistic  that 
led  the  United  Methodist  Northern  Illinois 
•  Conference-related  Rosecrance  Memorial 
Children’s  Home  here  to  start  its  chemical 
dependency  program  this  month. 

Though  it  is  the  only  non-hospital,  adol- 
escents-only  chemical  dependency  program 
in  Illinois,  it  expects  to  receive  referrals 
also  from  southern  Wisconsin  whose  bor¬ 
ders  are  only  a  few  miles  north  of  here. 

Rosecrance  is  a  75-year-old  residential 
program  for  emotionally  disturbed  teen¬ 
agers.  And  from  the  time  more  than  a 
year  ago  when  this  new  program  was 
first  discussed,  the  Northern  Illinois 
conference  health  and  welfare  council 
has  affirmed  and  supported  the  program. 

Involvement  of  adolescent  patients' 
family  members  is  integral  to  the 
program,  explained  Philip  Eaton, 
Rosecrance  executive  director.  Family 
members  will  be  involved  in  counseling 
sessions  and  self-help  groups  such  as  Al- 
Anon  for  family  members  of  young 
alcoholics  and  Alcoholics  Anonymous  or 
Narcotics  Anonymous,  the  latter  for 
those  whose  primary  addiction  is  to  a 
non-alcohol  drug. 

Dr.  Richard  Banta,  Rosecrance 


medical  coordinator  and  psychiatric 
consultant,  said  that  increased  law- 
enforcement  against  illegal  drug  use  and 
the  availability  of  alcohol  (sometimes 
including  social  and  parental 
acceptance)  are  behind  the  increase  in 
alcohol  abuse  and  teen  alcoholism. 

“People  are  more  afraid  of  other  drugs 
than  of  alcohol,”  Mr.  Eaton  said.  Parents 
sometimes  feel  relieved  that  their 
children  are  “only  drinking"  and  not 
“into  drugs.” 

“I  tell  them  that  alcohol  is  a  drug.” 

But  he  and  others  at  Rosecrance  are 
quick  to  disagree  if  someone  suggests 
that  alcoholism  is  merely  a  character 
failing  or  a  sin. 

While  the  question  of  whether  to  drink 
or  not  is  a  moral  question,  Mr.  Eaton  said 
that  “it  is  time  to  take  alcoholism  out  of 
the  sin  bin.  Alcoholism  is  not  a  moral 
issue.  It’s  a  disease. 

“We  are  talking  about  a  condition  in 
which  an  individual  experiences  frequent 
social,  family  and  emotional  negative 
consequences  as  a  result  of  their 
drinking.” 

Dr.  Banta  emphasized  that  a  single 
bout  of  drunkenness,  while  less  than 
desirable  behavior,  does  not  mean  that  a 
teen-ager  is  an  alcoholic  or  ever  will  be. 
Nor,  he  adds,  does  responsible  social 
drinking  by  a  mature  person  suggest 
alcoholism. 


He  defines  alcoholism  as  "a  chronic, 
progressive,  lethal  family  disease." 

He  calls  it  a  “family  disease"  because 
it  is  hereditary  and  because  of  emotional 
symptoms  like  anxiety  and  depression 
which  are  so  commonly  found  in  the 
family  members  of  an  alcoholic. 

Patients  and  their  family  members  in 
the  Rosecrance  program  will  receive 
help  from  individual  and  group 
counselors,  family  counselors,  a  con¬ 
sulting  psychiatrist  and  psychologist, 
a  social  worker,  registered  nurses  and  a 
full-time  chaplain.  Students  will  keep  up 
with  schooling  through  special  education 
classes  at  Rosecrance  and  provided 
through  Rockford  public  schools. 

The  program  began  in  June  with  six 
young  people.  A  maximum  of  23  is 
expected  as  the  first  stage  of  the 
program  is  completed,  possibly  later  this 
year.  Projected  full  enrollment  is  40. 

Mr.  Eaton  said  it  is  expected  that 
referrals  will  come  from  people  to  whom 
parents  go  first  when  they  suspect 
trouble,  such  as  pastors,  school 
counselors  or  family  doctors. 
Community  education  about  teen 
alcoholism  will  be  aimed  at  these  groups 
as  well  as  at  local  church  lay  officials. 

Mr.  Eaton  said  he  is  glad  for  the  annual 
conference  affiliation  enjoyed  by  Rose¬ 
crance  because  “it  lends  integrity,  credi¬ 
bility  and  support." 


battles  for  dry  UCLA 


university  to  see  students  destroyed, 
and,  yes,  I  am  religious.  I’m  a  Methodist. 

He  says  his  knowledge  about  health 
and  his  religious  code  inform  each  other. 
His  code  is  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  which  state:  “We  affirm  our 
long-standing  support  of  abstinence  from 
alcohol  as  a  faithful  witness  to  God’s 
liberating  and  redeeming  love  for 
persons.” 

Dr.  Rada,  administrative  board 
chairman  at  the  Holliston  UMC  in 
Pasadena,  expresses  disappointment  that 
he  has  received  little  help  or  encourage¬ 
ment  from  United  Methodist  leaders. 

Martha  Rowlett,  staff  leader  for  the 
UMC’s  Pacific  and  Southwest  Annual 
Conference’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  told  the  Reporter  that  the  board 
had  not  received  a  request  for  help  and  is 
only  vaguely  aware  of  Dr.  Rada’s 
crusade. 

Dr.  Rada  says  he  is  not  a  purist  about 
abstinence.  “If  somebody  secretly  spikes 
the  punch  at  a  party  and  I  drink  a  glass  of 
it,  I  don’t  make  a  fuss.  I'm  not  offended 
by  people  drinking  around  us. 

Behavior  prompted  his  stance 

“There  were  some  alcohol  problems  in 
my  wife’s  family.  I  grew  up  in  a  family 
where  we  made  home  brew  during 
Prohibition.  Over  time,  I  saw  what 
alcohol  did  to  my  father  when  he  drank 
too  much,  though  he  w-asn’t  an  alcoholic. 


I  was  mostly  weened  from  beer  while  in 
high  school.” 

Through  his  experiences  in  the  Navy 
and  a  visit  to  his  Czechoslavakia 
homeland  where  he  saw  a  lot  of 
drunkenness  in  the  villages,  “my  wife 
and  I  just  gradually  got  away  from  alco¬ 
hol.  The  behavior  turned  us  against  it.” 

He  believes  that  alcohol  drives  a  lot  of 
students  from  college  who  otherwise 
might  succeed.  Students  are  given  little 
encouragement  to  stand  against  peer 
pressures  and  abstain,  he  says.  To  him,  it 
is  unconscionable  that  a  university  would 
steer  students  in  the  opposite  direction 
by  allowing  alcohol  at  a  student  union, 
giving  it  the  air  of  respectability  in  an 
educational  establishment  and  making  it 
easy  to  drink  between  classes  and  study. 

Dr.  Rada  says  the  church  should  be 
much  more  involved  in  helping  students. 
The  new  study  materials  being  offered 
by  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  (see  story  elsewhere  on 
page),  are  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Until  the  mid-1960s,  California  law 
prohibited  the  sale  of  liquor  any  closer 
than  a  mile  and  a  half  from  a  campus. 
Dr  Rada  lost  again  in  1974  when  the 
UCLA  Faculty  Club  received  a  liquor 
license,  but  only  after  he  had  helped 
delay  it  for  six  years. 

Now,  individuals  at  other  colleges  are 
beginning  to  challenge  license  renewals, 
he  says.  “Maybe  we  can  get  a  rollback 
started.” 


Prof.  Edward.  L.  Rada  stands  before  the  student  union  where  he  has  prevented 
beer  and  wine  from  flowing.  R0V  Howard  beck  photo 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  United  Method¬ 
ists  on  several  fronts  are  taking  action 
to  combat  the  increasing  problem  of 
alcohol  abuse  among  teen-agers  and 
young  adults.  The  following  reports 
tell  of  three  such  efforts  ranging  from 
the  individual  to  the  annual 
conference  and  general  church  level. 


Black  churches  advised  to  grow  ‘ without  handouts 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  If  black  United  Methodist 
congregations  decide  they  want  to  grow 
and  are  willing  to  minister  to  their 
communities,  they  can  flourish  — 
without  financial  assistance  from  the 
denomination,  the  Rev.  Walter 
Kimbrough  admonished  a  group  made 
up  primarily  of  black  pastors  here 
recently. 

Don’t  look  for 
good  appointments 
to  big  churches,” 
the  black  Atlanta 
pastor  admonished. 

“If  you  can’t  bring 
excitement  and 
growth  to  a  200- 
member  church, 
you  can’t  do  any¬ 
thing  with  1,000 
members.” 

He  advised  pastors  not  to  try  to 
increase  their  power,  prestige  and  salary 
by  stepping  up  to  bigger  churches  but  as 
a  result  of  their  present  churches 


becoming  strong,  growing  and  self 
supporting. 

Mr.  Kimbrough,  pastor  of  a  black 
congregation,  Cascade  UMC,  is  living 
proof  of  what  he  advocates  for  others.  In 
1974,  he  was  appointed  to  Cascade,  a 
declining  church  with  approximately  25 
members  present  each  Sunday. 

Today,  more  than  1,000  persons 
overcrowd  Cascade’s  facilities  each 
Sunday.  “And  we're  shooting  for  2,000,” 
he  said. 

In  the  beginning,  the  choir  was  the  key 
to  the  churches  dramatic  turnaround,  he 
said.  “I  evangelized  for  the  choir.  I  didn’t 
ask  people  to  come  to  church;  I  asked 
them  to  sing  in  the  choir.”  That  provided 
a  core  from  which  further  growth  could 
come  once  the  congregation  decided  it 
wanted  to  grow,  he  said. 

Growth  comes  from  ministry 

But  neither  the  music  nor  the 
preaching  accounts  for  the  church’s 
phenomenal  growth,  Mr.  Kimbrough 
said.  Growth  occurred  because  of 
ministries  it  launched  in  the  community. 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


The  Keslings  with  Adam  in  tow 
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He  found  that  the  community  had  a 
great  need  for  health  programs.  An 
exercising  “spa”  was  formed.  Then  a 
“hypertension  center”  was  placed  in  the 
church.  Later,  Cascade  members 
created  an  on-going  dentistry  program 
and  a  legal  aid  ministry.  Early  on, 
Cascade  UMC  joined  three  white 
congregations  to  form  a  cluster  that 
adopted  a  public  housing  project  and  a 
high  school  in  Cascade’s  area.  Their 
great  success  enticed  more  than  100 
churches  of  many  denominations  in  At¬ 
lanta  last  year  to  form  similar  clusters  to 
bring  some  hope  into  the  lives  of  poor 
blacks  being  terrorized  by  the  string  of 
child  slayings. 

Cascade  members  try  never  to  miss  an 
opportunity  to  invite  people  they  meet  to 
church,  Mr.  Kimbrough  said. 

Hundreds  of  persons  have  entered  the 
church  doors  during  weekdays  for  the 
free  services.  Many  found  their  way  back 
on  Sunday  morning,  and  others  joined 
just  so  they  could  give  their  expertise  to 
ministries  that  were  doing  so  much  good 
for  the  community,  Mr.  Kimbrough  said. 


He  emphasized  that  evangelism  and 
ministry  should  take  place  together.  For 
that  reason,  he  is  wary  of  church- 
spkmsored  community  centers  that  are 
separate  from  church  buildings.  Such 
centers  tend  not  to  involve  the  members 
of  the  local  churches,  and  persons 
receiving  help  at  the  centers  often  don’t 
get  the  direct  invitation  to  become  part  of 
Christ’s'  community  of  believers  that 
they  get  when  community  services  are 
inside  —  or  next  door  to  —  a  local  church, 
he  said. 

“People  join  churches  where 
something  exciting  is  going  on  —  where 
there’s  plenty  of  joy,”  Mr.  Kimbrough 
said.  “I  become  impatient  particularly 
with  my  black  colleagues  who  don’t 
extend  invitations  with  conviction  ...  If 
you  believe  in  God’s  Word,  you  can 
articulate  the  Word  with  power  and 
authority  .  .  .  And  you  have  to  work  hard. 
There’s  no  place  in  United  Methodism  for 
lazy  pastors.” 

One  white  pastor  in  the  audience 
commented  that  Mr.  Kimbrough’s  stem 
pronouncements  apply  equally  to  non- 


Couple,  son  bike  cross-country  with  message  of  sharing 


An  international  self-help  hunger 
project  will  get  a  financial  boost 
because  of  a  United  Methodist  couple 
who  are  biking  for  dollars  in  a  cross¬ 
country  trek  this  summer. 

Steve  and  Lynn  Kesling  of 
Vacaville,  Calif.,  left  Reedsville,  Ore.. 
June  13,  on  a  tandem  bicycle.  They 
won’t  stop  until  they  reach  Virginia 
sometime  near  the  end  of  the 
summer,  they  say.  The  couple  is 
biking  for  pledges  for  Heifer  Project 
International,  a  United  Methodist- 
supported  program  which  provides 
livestock,  poultry  and  agricultural 
training  for  people  in  30  states  and  102 
countries. 

The  Keslings,  both  public  school 
teachers,  are  traveling  with  their  18- 
month-old  son  Adam  who  brings  up  the 
rear  in  a  lightweight  trailer.  The  Kes¬ 
lings  are  members  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC 
here,  whose  100  members  have  pledged 
nearly  $800  —  in  most  cases  at  a  set 
number  of  cents  per  mile  —  in  support 
of  the  Keslings’  project.  Other  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  area  and  across  the 
country  have  made  similar  pledges. 


The  Rev.  Paul  Williamson,  pastor 
at  St.  Paul’s,  said  the  Keslings  have 
made  arrangements  to  call  the  church 
“every  two  or  three  days  to  let  us 
know  where  they  are  and  how  they 
are."  He  said  they  plan  to  average  60 
miles  a  day. 

“Steve’s  been  a  biking  enthusiast 
for  a  long  time  and  he  and  Lynn  are 
both  very  involved  in  social  issues," 
Mr.  Williamson  told  the  Reporter.  He 
said  they  decided  on  the  bike  trip  after 
attending  a  Heifer  Project  workshop 
earlier  this  year.  “They  hope  to  raise 
money  and  spread  a  message  of 
sharing  this  summer.  Our  church  is 
behind  them  " 

Heifer  Project  International  has  set 
up  a  network  of  United  Methodist  and 
local  churches  of  other  denominations 
to  host  the  Keslings.  The  couple  will 
also  address  church  and  civic 
organizations  about  Heifer  Project 
along  the  way.  For  more  information 
write  Heifer  Project  International, 

P.  O.  Box  808,  Little  Rock.  Ark.  72203, 
or  call  (501)  376-6836. 

M.  GARLINDA  BURTOn) 


black  United  Methodist  ministers  and 
congregations. 

Referring  to  the  suggestions  by  some 
UM  leaders  that  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  (EMLC)  priority  of  the 
denomination  for  1976-84  become  a 
permanent  priority,  Mr.  Kimbrough 
said,  “I  think  all  congregations  ought  to 
be  the  priority.”  “And  the  denomination 
should  provide  the  excellent  leadership 
to  staff  them." 

Avoid  welfare  mentality 

He  said  the  EMLC  program  “scares" 
him  because  it  seems  too  often  to  foster  a 
welfare  mentality 

“I  think  welfare  is  bad.  And  welfare 
congregations  are  even  worse.  A 
congregation  needs  to  pick  up  the  tab  for 
its  own  ministry.  .  .  .  The  EMLC  priority 


seems  to  encourage  churches  to  wait  for 
a  check  to  come  and  not  get  on  with  the 
development  of  ministry. 

“Our  denomination’s  mentality  seems 
not  to  support  the  1,200-member 
congregation  that  is  going  somewhere 
but  to  help  little,  dying  congregations 
that  haven’t  been  alive  in  years.” 

Mr.  Kimbrough  said  he  believes  the 
denomination  should  assist  ethnic 
membership  churches.  But  the 
assistance  should  go  to  churches  large  or 
small  which  show  they  have  the  will  and 
intention  to  minister  and  grow,  he  said. 

Money  put  into  churches  that  have  a 
plan  and  show  they  can  move  will  be  re¬ 
paid  quickly,  he  said,  pointing  to  a  phe¬ 
nomenal  increase  in  Cascade  UMC’s  giving 
to  World  Service  and  the  Advance  specials. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


You  are,  if  your  congregation 
isn’t  receiving  a  local  church  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  each  week 


Missing  something? 

i 


Your  congregation  can  have  a  simple  to  prepare,  professionally  produced, 
reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own  church's  news  on  the 
front  page  and  the  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  coverage  on  the  inside 


Write:  William  C.  Strickland 

P.O.  Box  221076  Dept.  N. 

Find  out  more:  Dallas.  Texas  75222 

Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 


PAGE  4 


U.S.-Soviet  dialogue  urged 

United  Methodists  eye  values  of  Moscow  meeting 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

The  two  United  Methodists  who 
attended  the  recent  conference  in 
Moscow  on  nuclear  disarmament  came 
back  with  positive  feelings  not  only  about 
the  conference  but  also  about  its  possible 
long-range  effects. 

The  two  are  Dr.  James  E.  Will  of 


Evanston,  Ill.,  and  Carol  Pendell  of 
Riverside,  Calif. 

Dr.  Will  attended  as  one  of  about  25 
U.S.  religious  figures  carefully  chosen 
for  denominational  “balance”  by  their 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  hosts  based  on 
recommendations  from  an  international 
steering  committee.  He  is  a  professor  of 
systematic  theology  and  director  of  the 


Caucus  founder  cuts 
United  Methodist  ties 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
WILMORE,  Ky.  —  The  Rev.  Charles 
W.  Keysor,  whose  article  in  the 
Methodist  ministers’  journal  some  20 
years  ago  led  subsequently  to  his  found¬ 
ing  of  the  ‘‘Good  News”  movement,  has 
transferred  his  ministerial  ordination  to 
the  Evangelical  Covenant  Church. 

Dr.  Keysor  had  announced  his 
intention  to  withdraw  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  a  private  letter  Feb. 
19  to  Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of  the 
Chicago  Area.  Dr.  Keysor  was  a  member 
of  the  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference. 

He  has  resigned  from  the  ‘‘Good 
News”  board  of  directory  and  as 
contributing  editor  of  the  magazine  of  the 
same  name.  Dr.  Keysor,  a  longtime  re¬ 
ligious  journalist,  founded  “Good  News” 
magazine  and  edited  it  during  most  of  his 
years  as  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
unofficial  “conservative,  evangelical 
caucus.”  He  resigned  that  post  in  1981. 

He  will  continue  as  a  journalism 
professor  at  Asbury  College  here.  His 
transfer  became  effective  with  the 
Covenant  church’s  annual  meeting  June 
10  in  Chicago. 

Although  his  letter  to  Bishop  DeWitt 
gave  no  reasons  for  his  leaving  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Dr.  Keysor  spelled 
out  those  reasons  in  other 
correspondence.  He  said  he  is  among 
those  “who  have  felt  the  need  for:  (l)a 
more  biblical,  Christ-centered  emphasis 
and  spirit;  (2)  a  climate  more  open  to 
UMs  who  hold  conservative  views,  and 
(3)  a  more  democratic  form  of  church 
government  in  which  local  congregations 
own  their  own  property,  call  their 
pastors  and  determine  the  best  way  to 
invest  their  money  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God  and  its  work.” 

Dr.  Keysor  told  the  Reporter  that  his 
decision  to  transfer  came  after  years  of 
study.  He  has  both  relatives  and  friends 
in  the  Evangelical  Covenant  Church, 
which  has  its  origin  in  the  Lutheran 
Church  of  Sweden. 

He  described  the  Evangelical  Cove¬ 
nant  Church  as  “loosely  connectional" 
and  as  “mid-way  between  a  total  congre¬ 
gational  style  and  the  hierarchical  style 
of  United  Methodism.  ’  ’ 

He  told  the  Reporter,  “When  I  began 
the  ‘Good  News’  movement  I  felt  we 
should  stay  within  the  denomination. 
That  continues  to  be  ‘Good  News’  policy. 
But  I  have  gradually  moved  to  this 
different  position”  (of  withdrawal). 


Dr.  Keysor  said  his  feeling  that 
United  Methodism  could  not  be  renewed 
from  within  began  in  1972  with  the 
General  Conference’s  adoption  of  doc¬ 
trinal  statements  which  he  said  then  and 
continues  to  argue,  "dissolved  the 
essential  core  of  the  faith.”  He  said  his 
shift  toward  separatism  accelerated 
when  the  1976  General  Conference 
adopted  a  statement  on  homosexuality 
which  was  more  liberal  than  he  and 
others  fought  for. 

Dr.  Keysor  was  an  outspoken  editorial 
critic  through  the  “Good  News” 
magazine  of  many  United  Methodist 
programs  and  program  agencies, 
particularly  the  UMC’s  general  boards  of 
Global  Ministries  and  Church  and 
Society. 

One  whom  he  confronted  many  times 
in  discussions  with  those  agencies  was 
Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  of  the  Illinois 
Area  (Central  and  Southern  Illinois 
conferences).  Bishop  Hodapp,  president 
of  Church  and  Society,  told  the 
Reporter,  “Although  I  consistently  have 
disagreed  with  Charles  during  our 
acquaintance  over  the  past  two  decades, 

I  regret  his  leaving  United  Methodism 
...  I  trust  Charles  will  discover  those 
with  whom  he  may  disagree  in  his  new 
church  home.  If  not,  he  may  recognize 
that  there  are  ‘acres  of  diamonds’  in 
United  Methodism,  and  I  would  be  among 
the  first  to  welcome  him  back  again.” 

The  Rev.  James  Wall,  editor  of  the 
Christian  Century  and  editor  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate  when  Dr.  Keysor’s  article 
was  published,  said,  “United  Methodism 
needs  a  strong  and  active  pluralism,  in¬ 
cluding  an  evangelical  emphasis.  So  it  is 
a  loss  to  the  denomination  when  one  of 
the  evangelical  leaders  chooses  to 
withdraw.  However  it  is  a  personal  de¬ 
cision  which  he  has  made,  and  we  wish 
him  well.” 

The  Rev.  Mike  Walker  of  Dallas,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  “Good  News”  directors,  told 
the  Reporter,  “Evangelicals  in  the  UMC 
are  very  grateful  for  the  courageous 
initiative  and  prophetic  churchmanship 
of  Charles  Keysor  in  his  15  years  with  the 
‘Good  News’  movement.  We  trust  that  in 
the  future  the  denomination  will  be  more 
appreciative  of  and  open  to  evangelicals 
so  the  exodus  from  the  UMC  can  stop. 
Those  of  us  who  remain  in  the  church 
continue  to  work  to  see  Dr.  Keysor’s  ori¬ 
ginal  dream  for  a  renewed  church  come 
to  reality.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


peace  and  justice  center  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary.  This 
was  his  seventh  trip  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

Mrs.  Pendell  was  invited  as  president 
of  the  Women’s  International  League  for 
Peace  and  Freedom.  She  described  her 
invitation  as  fitting  something  of  a 
“tailor-made”  category  based  on  her 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  highest 
officials  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
through  their  interest  in  the  league  which 
she  heads.  Her  husband,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Roy  Pendell,  retired  this  year  at  annual 
pastor  of  Wesley  UMC  in  Riverside. 

Both  Mrs.  Pendell  and  Dr.  Will  felt  that 
the  highly-publicized  appearance  at  the 
Moscow  conference  of  American 
evangelist  Billy  Graham  was  or  could 
eventually  be,  on  the  whole,  positive.  Dr. 
Will  theorized  that  the  news  media,  particu¬ 
larly  those  from  the  United  States,  might 
have  paid  little  or  no  attention  to  the 
conference  had  Dr.  Graham  not  gone 
Mrs.  Pendell  said  that  the  effects  of  Dr 
Graham’s  being  there  and  preaching  to 
the  conference  “will  depend  on  how  he 
and  what  he  said  there  are  used.”  She 
said  that  other  American  religious 
representatives  there  had  agreed  in 
advance  that  they  would  not  disagree 
publicly  there  with  Dr.  Graham  over  any 
theological  statements  he  might  make  to 
the  Moscow  conference,  “even  though 
not  all  of  us  were  happy  with  what  he  said 
about  the  Second  Coming.” 

Dr.  Will  said  he  thought  the  Moscow 
conference  strengthened  the  standing  of 
the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  both  within 
the  Soviet  Union  and  within  the  global 
Orthodox  communion.  “The  Russian 
church  thereby  became  a  stronger  force 
in  the  body  politic  in  Europe,"  he  said 
“It  was  important  for  the  church  to  be 
able  to  criticize  the  arms  and  human 
rights  policy  of  the  Soviet  government, 
and  it  took  a  lot  of  risks  in  doing  so.” 

Dr.  Will  said  he  thinks  the  Soviet 
government  is  strongly  committed  to 
nuclear  disarmament  and  that  Soviet 
President  Leonid  Brezhnev  is  basically 
committed  to  nuclear  parity  and 
disarmament.  “The  conference  was 
allowed  to  go  a  bit  beyond  what  the 
government  is  working  toward,  and 
that’s  important,”  he  observed. 

Both  Mrs.  Pendell  and  Dr.  Will  refuted 
the  claim  in  a  newsletter  published  by 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
in  Washington  that  no  Jews  attended  the 
conference.  Dr.  Will  said  specifically 
that  eight  Jews  were  there,  although 
none  was  from  North  America.  IRD  had 
made  its  “no-Jew”  observation  while 
noting  that  the  conference  did  attract 
representative  “Christians,  Moslems, 
Zoroastrians,  Buddhists,  Baha’is,  etc.” 
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More  than  500,000  march  for  peace 
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NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Prominent 
among  the  marchers  who  paraded  past 
the  United  Nations  June  12  before  going 
to  Central  Park  for  the  largest  peace 
rally  in  the  U.S.  were  a  number  of 
religious  groups.  One  contingent  bore  a 
banner  reading  “Peace  with  Justice, 
United  Methodist  Church,”  which  had 
been  made  by  participants  in  a  church- 
sponsored  Disarmament  Seminar. 
Among  the  marchers  were  several  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionaries.  Another 
banner  was  borne  by  Korean  United 
Methodists. 

The  rally  was  to  mark  the  U.N.  Second 
Special  Session  on  Disarmament,  in 
progress  until  July  9.  Among  those 
scheduled  to  address  the  session  is  the 


Rev.  Philip  Potter,  general  secretary  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  a 
Methodist  minister  from  Dominica  in  the 
West  Indies. 

Addressing  the  demonstrators  as  they 
filed  past  the  U.N.  and  later  in  the  park, 
speakers  celebrated  the  democratic 
ideal  that  permitted  such  a  rally  and 
urged  delegates  to  the  Special  Session  to 
reach  concrete  agreements.  They  also 
assailed  the  military  and  social  policies 
of  the  Reagan  Administration. 

“Don’t  believe  what  the  politicians  are 
saying;  watch  what  they  do,”  said  Dr. 
Helen  Caldicott,  a  Boston  pediatrician 
who  heads  Physicians  for  Social 
Responsibility  and  addressed  the  recent 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Assembly  in 


Philadelphia.  “We’re  thinking  of  our 
babies.  There  are  no  Communist  babies; 
there  are  no  capitalist  babies.  A  baby  is  a 
baby  is  a  baby , "  she  said. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Nichols  of  the  New  York  Area,  in  a 
speech  prepared  for  the  Central  Park 
Rally  said:  “The  present  feverish, 
expensive  deployment  of  ships,  tanks, 
aircraft,  submarines  and  small  arms  is 
draining  the  economy  of  the  world  and 
penalizing  future  generations  with 
funding  no-return  war  industries  whose 
products  are  outdated  before  they  are 
put  to  use  .  .  .  Let  the  people  of  the  earth, 
who  prepay  the  cost  of  larger  and  larger 
funerals  for  humankind,  call  a  halt  to  the 
folly  of  war  right  now. ’  ’ 


‘Dome  home’  offers  Christian  art 

THE  1982 
WORLD’S  FAIR. 


SAVE  10%  ON  FALL  DIRECTORY  by 
computerizing  your  mailing  list  by  July  15.  The  Word 
Works.  P.  O.  Box  38451.  Dallas.  TX  75238,  (214)  348- 
2888. 

PASTORS:  CELEBRATE  THE  BICENTENNIAL  of 
American  Methodism  by  making  available  to  your 
congregation  a  new  Historical  Biography  tiUed. 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury  :  Field  Marshal  of  the  Lord.  A 
beautiful  8Li  x  u  book  which  tells  the  story  of  the  life 
of  Bishop  Asbury  set  against  the  historical 
background  of  Methodism  during  his  lifetime.  A  new 
up-to-date  bicentennial  publication.  $12.00  per  copy, 
payment  with  order,  to  W.  G.  Smeltzer  Free  copies 
of  order  forms  furnished.  Order  from:  Dr.  W.  G 
Smeltzer.  700  South  Alt®  Way,  Denver.  CO  80231. 

DIRECTORY  OF  YOUTH /Young  Adult  Ministries 
for  church  of  1.060  membership  Responsible  for 
total  program  for  youth/young  adult  program 
Adequate  salary  and  budget  Send  resume  to  Red 
Bank  UMC,  3800  Dayton  Blvd..  Chattanooga  TN 
37415.  (615)  877-2881 

TAKING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  a  position  in  a 
Methodist  Church  of  1,000  members.  The  duties  will 
be:  adult  and  children's  choirs,  handbell  choirs, 
youth  work.  The  salary  is  negotiable  depending  ® 
qualifications  and  experience  It  is  possible  that  this 
work  may  be  separated  into  two  part-time  jote. 
Work  to  start  at  least  by  September  1.  Inquiries  may 
be  made  by  writing  to  1501  Sycam®e,  Clovis.  NM 
88101,  or  by  calling  (505)  763-3461 

TOUR  ISRAEL  WITH  Egypt  opti®.  November  1982 
through  April  1983  departures  Tour  host:  Bob 
Sanders.  1317  Academy  Circle,  Arlingt®.  TX  76013. 

FOR  SALE.  BELLS,  Carillons.  Chimes,  Hand  Bells. 
Towers.  Contact  J  Bernen  Minter,  2817  Brookdale 
Avenue,  Louisville,  KY40220.  (502  )  459-3223 

FOR  SALE:  MOLLER  PIPE  ORGAN.  17  ranks,  1957 
good  condition.  Other  rebuilt  and  new  custom  — 
designed  organs  available.  Roy  Redman  <817  )  332- 
2953.  (817 )  536-0090 

STAINED  GLASS  MASTERPIECE  in  Tiffany 
Tradition  Heavily  jeweled,  sculptured  glass  9 
pieces  12’  x  20'  gothic  shape  "Good  Shepherd" 
theme;  suitable  as  window  or  divider  Also  18”  x  7' 
ornate  gothic  windows  Box  141,  Ingomar,  PA  15127. 

CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS: 
Efficient  Pastor's  Study  $19.95.  Mailing 
Label/Directory  $59.95  Orders  or  free 
specifications  Exodus  Computing.  1326A  7th 
Avenue,  Honolulu.  HI  96816  M®ey  Back  Guarantee 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves 
You."  19e,  100.  $18.00  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord."  21C; 

100.  $20.00  Poems.  "Cross  in  My  Pocket."  2<.  Plus 
postage  Crosses  -  2,  1313  Falls  Church.  Ralagh.  NC 
27609 

NEED  A  NEW  APPROACH  TO  STEWARDSHIP’ 

Try  DataPac,  a  new.  simple,  effective  method  that 
has  integrity,  toil*  public  relati®s,  and  is 
economical.  For  free  brochure,  write:  DataPac,  P 

O.  Box  668791,  Charlotte,  NC  28266 

20%  DISCOUNT!  Choral/Organ  music  —  any 
publisher  Order  before  July  15;  receive  before 
September  1.  Loser's  music.  Box  616,  Lebanon.  PA 
17042.  Write  "Summer  Stock”  ®  your  order! 

1979  CHEVROLET  BEAUVILLE.  12  passenger  van. 

fully  loaded  with  tiltwheel.  cruise  control,  dual  air 
conditioning,  new  tires.  40,000  miles-$8,875  00  Call 

Andy  EwingToyota,  Muskogee.  Oklahoma  (918  )  687- 
1234 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 
with  Dr.  Charles  All®,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  901  Clay  St  ,  Houst®.  TX  77002 

CUSTOM  STOLES,  banners,  par  aments  Elaine 

Aniol  Wilson,  Designs  for  Worship.  P  O.  Box  7080, 
Dallas.  TX  75209. 

CLASSIFIED 


NEWSLETTER  EVALUATION  —  Most  thorough 
and  comprehensive  parish  newsletter  evaluati®  on 
the  market  today.  Covers  newsletter  appearance, 
mechanical  reproduction,  quality  of  content,  writin( 
qualities,  checklist  of  requirements  comments  ant 
recommendations.  Send  three  consecutive  back 
issues  and  $25.00  to  Center  for  Parish 
Communications,  P.  0  Box  627,  Whitefish,  MT  50937. 
Free,  unique  stewardship  aid  with  every  order 


WHY  PAY  RETAIL  for  your  most  often  used 
printing  and  office  supplies?  You  may  now  buy 
paper,  stencils,  ink  and  many  other  items  at  prices 
considerably  below  retail.  Give  us  a  try  for  prompt, 
economical  service.  No  membership  fees.  Send  self 
—  addressed,  stamped  envelope  for  free  price  list. 
Center  for  Parish  Communications  Cooperative 
Buying  Service,  P.  O  Box  627,  Whi  tef ish,  MT  50937. 


RETIRED???  UNIQUE  VILLAGE  live  in 
dependent!}',  inexpensively.  Ranch  house  —  only 
$115  monthly  or  $9,500  life  lease  —  plus  improvement 
charges,  modest  monthly  fees  Bristol  Village 
Waverly,  OH  45690. 


EMBROIDER  BEAUTIFUL  CHRISTIAN 
needlepoints  from  the  Holy  Land.  Jesus  Blessing  the 
Little  Children,  Gethsemane,  Washing  the  Feet  of 
Jesus,  Judgment  of  Solomon.  Binding  of  Isaac.  Also 
views,  flowers,  children,  dogs.  Send  $1  for  full  color 
brochure,'  refunded  with  your  first  order.  Tivonex 
Tapestries.  POB  1032C,  Tivon,  Israel. 


BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 

estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christi.  TX  78403. 


PRODUCE  A  COOKBOOK  for  your  church  or 
organization  Write  for  brochure.  Nicollet  Cookbook 
Service,  421  2nd  SL  NW,  Pipestone.  MN  56164  Phone 
(507  )  825-5469 


GROUPS:  STAY  AND  SAVE  at  Keller's  Country 
Dorm  Resort  Rt.  1,  Eureka  Springs.  AR  72632,  (501) 
253-8418.  TiekeU  to  the  Great  Passion  Play  (May- 
Oct. )  lodging,  meals  and  recreation  just  $17  each. 


WORLD'S  FAIR  VISITORS  avoid  hassle,  save;  stay 
beautiful  Smokies,  commute  (shuttle  bus 
convenient).  Completely  furnished  twin  efficiencies 
$40;  full  apartment  (2  twins)  $85.  (704  )  627-6067,  Box 
1138,  Waynes ville,  NC  28786,  Clayton  Calhoun, 
Smoky  Mountain  Center  for  Independent  Studies. 


THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER, 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas,  1-800-255-9612;  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103 
write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240. 


HOUSING  AT  1982  WORLD'S  FAIR  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Knoxville 
area  will  provide  sleeping  space  in  church  buildings 
for  church  groups.  For  a  list  of  participating 
churches  and  accommodations,  write  Knoxville 
District  Office,  3606  Western  Avenue,  Knoxville,  TN 
37921. 


WORLD'S  FAIR  LODGING  (Available  now) 
Immaculate  3  BR  furnished  home,  dose-in.  two  to 
three  families  or  church  groups  permissible. 
$50/night  Phone  (615)  966-4194 


WORLDS  FAIR  HOUSING.  Rent  2  bedrooms  (twin 
beds  in  each)  plus  kitchen  for  $60  a  night  at  Lake 
Junaluska  Call  (704)  464-8422  K  M  Johnson 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director/Minister 
Wanted  Lay  or  ordained  with  DCE/Seminary 
training,  3-5  years  full-time  experience  preferred,  to 
serve  in  a  growing  and  dynamic  multi-staff  church 
of  2,100  members  Attractive  salary  and  community 
setting,  beginning  Fall/Winter  '82.  Send  resume's  to: 
CE  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  501 E.  Capital,  Springfield.  IL  62701 


the  church 
today 

North  Dakotans  seek 
limits  on  gambling 

FARGO,  N.D.  —  A  group  of  concerned 
citizens  who  chose  the  name  “Citizens 
for  Limitation  of  Gambling”  are  seeking 
28,000  signatures  to  initiate  an 
amendment  to  the  state  constitution. 

The  group,  headed  by  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister,  is  concerned  about  the  rapid 
increase  in  casino-type  gambling  in  the 
state,  and  the  pressure  that  is  already 
being  exerted  to  increase  the  range  of 
gambling  activities. 

The  amendment  proposed  would 
simply  change  three  words  of  the  present 
article:  from  “games  of  chance”  to 
"bingo  games  and  raffles,”  according  to 
the  Rev.  David  F.  Knecht  of  Fargo, 
chairman.  Dr.  Knecht  indicated  that  his 
group  believes  North  Dakotans  were  not 
aware,  when  they  first  approved  of 
“games  of  chance”  that  it  would  move 
beyond  the  bingo-raffle  activity  of 
private  clubs,  nursing  homes  and 
church  basements.  “This  amendment 
would  retain  for  the  people  of  the  state 
the  power  to  determine  what  games  of 
chance  would  be  acceptable.  ” 


Anglican  archbishop  first 
to  commune  with  Methodists 

LONDON  (UMNS)  —  History  was 
made  at  Wesley’s  Chapel  here  on 
Aldersgate  Sunday,  May  23,  when 
Archbishop  Robert  Runcie  of  Canterbury 
preached  and  became  the  first  Anglican 
primate  to  take  communion  at  a 
Methodist  church  in  public. 

It  was  a  matter  for  the  individual 
conscience,  Dr.  Runcie  said  afterwards. 
“It  was  for  the  individual  to  decide  when 
the  occasion  seemed  right.  ’  ’ 

Daniel  Ridout,  musician, 
journalist,  dies 

WILMINGTON,  Del.  (UMNS)  -  An 
authority  on  church  hymnody  and  a  pio¬ 
neer  black  Methodist  journalist,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Lyman  Ridout,  died  June  15  at  the 
Methodist  Country  House  here. 

Born  in  a  Methodist  parsonage  in  Ches- 
tertown,  Md.,  Dr.  Ridout  was  one  of  the 
first  two  black  district  superintendents  in 
the  Peninsula  Annual  Conference; 
organizer  and  for  years  director  of  the 
Great  Hymns  Choir  of  Baltimore,  an  in¬ 
tegrated  chorus  before  such  groups  were 
common;  a  member  of  two  national  com¬ 
missions  of  the  Methodist  Church;  and  a 
special  correspondent  to  the  black  press 
on  behalf  of  what  then  was  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Public  Relations  and  Methodist 
Information.  He  retired  in  1971. 

Survivors  include  two  daughters, 
Danita  F.  and  Patricia  L.,  both  of  New 
York  City,  and  a  son,  Daniel  L.  Jr.,  New 
Castle.  Del. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  —  What  looks  like 
a  bubble-shaped  prop  for  an  outer  space 
movie,  but  carries  a  down-to-earth 
Christian  message  at  the  1982  World’s 
Fair? 

It  is  the  “House  of  the  Future,”  a  2lst 
century-styled,  energy  efficient  home 
conceived  by  a  United  Methodist  layman 
from  Lee’s  Summit,  Mo.  The  “dome 
home,”  as  he  calls  it,  includes  on  its 
arched  interior  walls  four  hand- woven 
wall  hangings  bearing  familiar  scripture 
verses. 

Pat  Kelley,  33,  of  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lee’s  Summit,  first 
approached  fair  officials  about  a  “Home 
of  the  Future”  exhibit  late  last  year. 
Through  his  Kansas  City-based 
company,  Energy  Expositions  —  a 
promotional  firm  for  energy  fairs  and 
programs  —  he  contracted  with  other 
construction,  design  and  energy 
companies  to  build  the  house  at  the 
World’s  Fair. 

The  four  illuminated  wall  hangings, 
provided  by  Aldersgate  UMC,  are  a 
traditional  element  to  which  fairgoers 
can  relate  in  the  modernistic  home  which 
comes  complete  with  its  own  computer 
shopping  service.  The  hangings,  woven 
with  pictures  of  landscapes  and  oceans, 
declare:  “This  is  the  day  the  Lord  hath 
made.  Let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it”; 
“Peace  to  all  who  enter  here”;  “Be  still 
and  know  that  I  am  God”;  “My  grace  is 

Minister  bridges 
sexuality,  gospel 

LINCOLN,  Nebr.  (UMNS)  —  Among 
the  thousands  of  clergy  appointments 
being  made  at  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  this  spring,  one  of  the  most 
unusual  is  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Benjamin  Roe  to  a  “Ministry  in  Human 
Sexuality.”  ; 

Dr.  Roe  was 
appointed  by  I 
Nebraska  Bishop 
Monk  Bryan  as  exe-  (£1 
cutive  director  of  r_ 

“Ministry  in  Hu¬ 
man  Sexuality,”  an 
independent,  tax- 
exempt  agency  . 
which  provides 
education,  consul¬ 
tation  and  counsel-  Benjam*n  Roe 
ing  services.  The  agency  rents  office 
space  at  Trinity  UMC  here. 

Dr.  Roe  sees  himself  in  a  special 
ministry  bridging  the  needs  of  persons  in 
sexuality  and  the  good  news  of  the 
gospel.  “The  means  of  grace  can  make 
our  physical  being  a  graceful  presence 
with  people,"  he  explains.  “We’ve  seen 
that  in  our  theology,  and  I  think  we  need 
to  take  it  just  as  seriously  in  terms  of  our 
sexuality.  My  ministry  tries  to  respond  to 
people  who  need  to  hear  some  good  news 
about  sexuality.” 

His  attitude  towards  homosexuals 
doesn’t  completely  conform  to  the  Social 
Principles  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
According  to  Dr.  Roe,  it  is  possible  to  be  a 
practicing  Christian  and  a  practicing 
homosexual  at  the  same  time. 


A  United  Methodist  layman  from  Missouri  who  will  begin  seminary  studies  this  fall 
came  up  with  the  idea  for  this  futuristic,  energy-efficient  dome  home  at  the  1982 
Knoxville  World’s  Fair. 


sufficient  for  thee,  for  my  strength  is 
made  perfect  in  weakness.” 

The  framed  works  were  purchased  in 
April  by  a  men’s  Bible  study  group  at 
Aldersgate,  after  the  Rev.  Ronald 
Cansler  presented  the  idea.  The  men 
bought  three  pieces  and  a  couple  within 
the  church,  Jim  and  Bobbie  Holmberg, 
donated  one  more  from  their  home. 

Mr.  Kelley’s  wife,  Nancy,  took  the  art 
to  the  fair  for  the  opening  day  celebration 
and  placed  her  own  family  Bible  on  the 
nightstand  in  the  master  bedroom  of  the 
domed  home. 

So  far,  Mr.  Kelley  said,  more  than 
15,000  persons  a  day  have  toured  the 
house,  located  just  northwest  of  the 


Lifestyle  and  Technology  building  which 
houses  the  United  Methodist-supported 
“Church's  Presence”  exhibit  (see  UMR, 
June  4).  He  said  he  believes  Christian  art 
and  other  church -related  exhibits  at  the 
fair  are  a  positive  force  in  relating  good 
stewardship  to  the  earth’s  resources. 

“I  think  God  would  be  pleased,”  he  told 
the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Kelley,  who  serves  as  lay  leader  at 
Aldersgate,  plans  to  enter  the  master  of 
divinity  program  at  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City  this  fall.  Al¬ 
though  he  plans  someday  to  become  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  he  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  with  Energy  Expositions  in 
the  immediate  future,  he  said. 


Cokesbury  Cuts  Prices  on 
Pew  Cushions! 

Now,  until  Sept.  1,1982!  If  you've  been  considering  Pew  Cushions, 
buy  now!  Use  Cokesbury’s  Budget  Plan.  For  information,  ask  your 
Cokesbury  Service  Center  today! 


YES!  Contact  me  now  with  Information  on  new  low  prices  on 
Cokesbury  Pew  Cushions! 


My  name- 


Church- 


Address— 


City  /state/zlp- 


phone— 


MAIL  TO  YOUR  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTSRI 

2 CM  Eighth  Avenue.  South  •  P.  O.  Box  801  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 


I 

I 

I 

I 


■■  ■  a  1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge.  IL  60068 

H  f  OkP^h I  I  T\J  1635  Adrlan  Road  #  Burlingame.  CA  94010  M|j 


TWO  VITAL  TOOLS  IN  COOPERATIVE 
Together  We  Can 

•  43  Frame/ 10  Minute  FILM- 
STRIP/CASSETTE  Leoder  s 
Guide 

•  Explanation  of  Coopera¬ 
tive  Porish  Ministry 

•  Helps  local  Churches  be 
In  Mission 

•  Focused  on  Rural  situ¬ 

ations  applicable  to 
Urban  ond  Suburban 
°rOOS  M0. 00  (purchose  price) 


PARISH  DEVELOPMENT 

For  all  persons  interested  in  parish 
development:  in  town  ond  country, 
urban,  ethnic  church 
Contents  for  each  phase  of  parish 
development 

Lists  of  persons  ond  materials 
available  from  the  field 
$10.00  postpaid 

ORDER  FROM: 

OFFICE  OF  PARISH  DEVELOPMENT 
WILSON  HALL/KANSAS  WESLEYAN 
SAUNA.  KANSAS  67401 


Beautiful  oak  trees,  the  Louisiana  Area  Headquarter  Building  and  the  stately  grace 
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Open  House  and  Consecration  Service 
Conducted  for  Headquarters  Building 


United  Methodists  from  around  the 
state,  along  with  special  guests,  gathered 
in  Baton  Rouge  June  19  and  20  for  an 
open  house  and  consecration  service  of 
the  new  Louisiana  Area  Headquarters 
Building. 

Segments  of  both  days  were  video 
taped  for  broadcast  on  the  new 
conference-wide  television  satellite 
system  June  27. 

The  open  house  included  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  hosting  a  tour  of  the 
building  for  Conference  Lay  Leader, 
Rep.  Richard  Baker,  Chairperson  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries  Any  Ward  and 
Chairperson  of  the  Building  Committee 
Luther  Jordan. 

Gov.  and  Mrs.  David  C.  Treen  were  on 
hand  for  the  consecration  ceremony  June 
19,  with  Gov.  Treen  speaking  on 
Louisiana  Methodism  and  the  future  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Following  the  governor's  remarks, 
Bishop  Shamblin  joined  Jordan  and 
Treen  in  the  ribbon  cutting  ceremony. 

Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Heam,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  was  liturgist  for  the  consecration 
service,  which  included  an  anthem  and 
call  to  worship  by  a  state-wide  choir. 

Conference  staff  members  were  on 
hand  to  explain  various  aspects  and 
functions  of  the  building  to  the  visitors  on 
both  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Plaques  detailing  the  donors  and  those 
honored  were  visible  in  the  rooms  as  well 
as  in  the  Book  of  Perpetuity,  located  in 
the  lobby  of  the  headquarters  building. 

The  new  building  is  located  on  North 
Boulevard,  across  from  the  old 
Governor’s  Mansion  and  is  open  from  8 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 


Gov.  David  C.  Treen,  a  United  Methodist,  spoke  to  the  assembled  congregation 
bout  United  Methodism  and  the  state.  Later,  the  Governor  and  Mrs.  Treen  greeted 
isitors  at  the  door  of  the  Ground  Floor . 


UMW  Mission  School 
Set  for  July  20  and  23 


The  United  Methodist  Women’s  1982 
School  of  Christian  Mission  will  be  held  in 
two  sessions  —  one  beginning  July  20  and 
the  other  beginning  July  23  both  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

Margaret  Bryan  will  be  dean  of  the 
school,  with  Johnnye  Butler  as  assistant 
dean.  Dr.  Will  Andrews  of  the  Centenary 
j  College  faculty  will  lead  the  music  for  the 
I  schools. 

: ;  Eleine  Phillips  of  Kansas  will  present 
the  audio-visual  work,  with  Estelle 
Darneron  of  Pineville  leading  the  special 
emphasis  on  the  reading  program. 

Leading  the  study  of  Hebrews  will  be 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  senior  pastor  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge. 

Teaching  “People  of  the  Pacific 
Islands”  will  be  Clytie  Perry,  Itascu 
Stafford,  Elizabeth  Thomas  and  the  Rev. 


Robert  Storey  of  the  West  Ohio 
Conference. 

‘‘Pilgrimage  of  Faith  —  Oneness  in 
Christ”  will  be  taught  by  the  Reverends 
Charles  McClure  of  Texas  and  Stanley 
M.  Warfield  Jr.  of  Oklahoma.  Anne  Hearn 
will  join  the  two  in  teaching  the  course. 

People  throughout  Louisiana  are  urged 
to  attend  one  or  both  of  the  schools. 
District  Missions  chairpersons  are  espe¬ 
cially  invited  to  participate. 

Registration  for  either  school  is  $8.50, 
including  insurance,  and  $10  for  both. 

Room  cost  is  $9  and  is  to  be  paid 
upon  arrival.  All  persons  staying  on 
campus  must  purchase  meal  tickets. 
Because  the  first  school  is  longer,  total 
cost  for  room  and  board  is  $51.75  and' 
for  the  second  school  is  $31.75. 

For  further  information,  contact  Dr. 
Nancy  Carruth,  publicity,  at  P.O.  Box  267, 
Bunkie.  LA  71322. 


Of  Special  Interest  on  the  Inside  Pages 
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Make  Plans 
NOW 


Curric-U-Shops 


Huston 
Trinity  UMC 
OCTOBER  5 


Baton  Rouge 
First  UMC 
October  7,8 


Bishop  J  Kenneth  Shamblin  delivers  the  consecration  Anne  Heam.  Dodie  Treen  and  Virginia  Shamblin  lead  the 

nessaee  way  for  the  tour  of  the  new  Area  Offices  building. 


A  50-voice  choir  was  assembled  for  the  dedication  services  of  the  new  building.  The  group  was  composed  of  choir  members 
from  around  the  state,  dressed  in  the  robes  of  their  particular  churches. 
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Christian  faith  and  the  dilemma 
posed  by  law -conscience  conflict 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


We’ve  received  a  mixture  of  strong 
reader-responses  to  our  publication 
several  weeks  ago  of  an  article  about  a 
couple  in  Oregon  who  withheld  payment 
of  a  portion  of  their  income  tax  in  protest 
of  our  government’s  massive 
expenditures  for  armaments.  A  few 
letters  have  applauded  the  couple’s 
action,  and/or  our  decision  to  tell  their 
story.  Most  responses,  like  the  two 
appearing  in  our  June  18  ‘‘Letters  to  the 
Editor’’  column,  are  harshly  critical  of 
the  couple’s  action  and/or  of  the 
Reporter  for  calling  attention  to  it. 

We  have  no  difficulty  in  justifying  the 
publication  of  a  news  story  about  such  an 
occurrence.  The  couple’s  decision  to 
violate  our  nation’s  tax  laws  and  risk 
receiving  the  penalty  for  same,  on  the 
basis  of  their  Christian  convictions,  is 
such  a  departure  from  the  norm  that  it  is, 
by  definition,  newsworthy.  A  newspaper’s 
publication  of  a  news  story  does  not 
constitute  editorial  endorsement  of  the 
action  it  describes. 

The  couple's  action  itself  re-poses  an 
old  dilemma.  Christian  tradition,  based 
on  biblical  teaching,  looks  upon 
obedience  to  civil  law  as  a  sacred  duty. 
As  Christians,  we  should  never  take 
lightly  our  responsibilities  as  citizens, 
including  obedience  of  the  law. 

However,  Christian  tradition  also 
affirms,  under  unusual  circumstances, 
the  deliberate  breaking  of  a  law  deemed 
to  violate  the  will  of  God  in  the  hope  of 
changing  it.  Such  cases  of  civil 
disobedience  are  individual  acts  of 
conscience  committed  after  other 
avenues  of  producing  change  have  been 
exhausted.  Even  then,  respect  for  the 
law  is  shown  by  the  individual’s  avoiding 
of  violence,  and  willing  acceptance  of  the 
penalties  for  the  law  which  is  broken.  Such 
an  occurrence  does  not  “glorify  lawbreak¬ 
ing.’’  Rather  it  reflects  the  effort  by  an  in¬ 
dividual  Christian  to  live  out  the  biblical 
assertion  that  “we  must  obey  God  rather 
than  men”  if  the  two  come  in  conflict. 

Notable  examples  of  civil  disobedience 
by  individual  Christians  during  this 
century  have  included  German 
theologian  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer’s 
participation  in  a  plot  to  overthrow  Adolf 
Hitler,  and  Martin  Luther  King’s  efforts 
to  achieve  equality  of  opportunity  for 
black  Americans  by  breaking  laws  which 
denied  such  equality.  In  both  instances, 
the  law-breaking  resulted  in 
imprisonment.  Both  eventually  died  as 
Christian  martyrs  —  Bonhoeffer  via 
execution  by  the  Third  Reich,  and  King 
at  the  hands  of  a  racist  assassin. 

The  tax  protest  of  the  Oregon  couple  — 


as  well  as  that  of  a  75-year-old  retired 
math  teacher  in  Iowa,  and  a  growing 
number  of  other  Americans  —  falls 
within  this  same  general  tradition.  These 
persons,  responding  to  what  they  believe 
to  be  God’s  call  to  be  peacemakers,  have 
resorted  to  what  they  consider  to  be  the 
only  means  left  for  dramatizing  their 
disaffection  with  our  nation's 
participation  in  the  worldwide  arms 
race,  and  particularly  the  grow  ing  threat 
it  poses  for  destruction  of  the  entire 
human  family  via  nuclear  war. 

There  are  numerous  grounds  on  which 
other  Christians  may  disagree  with  these 
actions.  If  we  believe  the  most  effective 
way  of  promoting  peace  and  avoiding 
war  is  by  deterrence,  for  example,  we 
may  support  the  current  arms  buildup  as 
necessary.  We  may  believe  that  civil 
laws  should  be  obeyed  absolutely  and 
without  exception  just  as  some  Christian 
groups,  such  as  the  Quakers,  believe 
absolutely  in  the  practice  of  pacifism.  Or 
we  may  believe  on  practical  grounds  that 
such  a  protest  is  doomed  to  failure 
because  of  the  government’s  sure  right 
and  legal  obligation  to  collect  the  taxes 
which  are  due,  plus  a  penalty  payment. 

Whatever  our  convictions  as 
Christians,  our  responsibility  to  remain 
faithful  to  them  is  bolstered  by  the  long- 
cherished  American  tradition  of 
affirming  the  freedom  of  individuals  to 
dissent  from  established  societal  norms 
and  governmental-  policies.  Having 
survived  more  than  200  years  of  dissent, 
including  periodic  incidences  of  civil 
disobedience,  the  United  States  is  not 
seriously  threatened,  in  our  view,  by  a 
few  Christians  who  have  concluded  that  a 
witness  for  peace  is  worth  the  risk  of  a 
jail  term. 

In  fact,  we  feel  much  more  concerned 
about  the  thinking  of  Christians  who,  in 
light  of  current  events  and  trends,  do  not 
feel  profoundly  uneasy  with  the 
production  of  ever-larger  quantities  of 
weapons,  and  the  attendant  threat  of 
nuclear  holocaust. 

We  have  chosen  to  pay  our  taxes  in  full 
and  do  not  advocate  that  anyone  should 
join  with  those  who  have  chosen  to 
withhold  a  part  of  their  income  tax 
payments  as  a  means  of  protest. 
However,  a  beneficial  exercise  in  our 
Sunday  School  classes  and  other  church 
groups  might  be  to  struggle  with  the 
question:  "Under  what  circumstances 
would  I  feel  obligated,  as  a  Christian,  to 
break  a  law?”  and  “How,  as  Christians, 
can  we  most  effectively  play  the  role 
Jesus  assigned  to  us  as  ‘peacemakers'  in 
the  world  as  it  exists  today?” 


THE  0ON7TNUm& 
worn?  ARMS 

race  <4 

FRl&KTENINO 

TSl  POSSIBILITY 
Of  NUCLEAR 
HOLOCAUST 
HORRIFIES  ATE 

Here  I  Stand 

The  health  of  the  family  unit  should  be 
a  primary  concern  for  our  churches 


JULY  2, 1982 


By  LINDA  ISBELL 

The  Christian  population  today  is  often 
found  lamenting  the  demise  of  the  family 
framework  as  the  basis  of  our 
functioning,  healthy  society.  We 
criticize  the  media  for  glutting  our  minds 
with  shows  that  support  and  condone 
single-parent  families.  We  long  for  the 
good  ole’  show  which  filled  our  minds 
with  warm  thoughts  of  the  basic  family 
unit  and  gave  us  all  something  to  strive 
for.  How  many  of  us  were  really  Donna 
Reeds  or  “Father  Knows  Best’’  type 
characters?  We  just  knew  that  we 
wanted  the  same  feeling  those  families 
had  for  each  other;  that  if  all  of  us  in  this 
country  could  somehow  create  this  type 
of  family  atmosphere,  we  would  all  be 
successful  and  happy. 

Today,  most  of  those  types  of  shows 
are  gone.  When  we  look  honestly  at 
today’s  society,  we  can  deduce  the 
reason.  They  are  simply  not  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  majority  of  folks  are  living  today. 
Who  wants  to  see  a  family  with  two  or 
three  children,  working  father, 
homemaker  mother  and  faithful  Fido 
when  only  10%  of  the  country  lives  that 
way?  Television  programming  only 
reflects  what  we  are  living  out. 


From  my  angle  I  see  only  one 
answer:  the  complaining  and 
accusations  must  stop  and  the  planning 
and  commitment  must  begin.  There  is 
one  place  where  the  family  is  still 
strongly  defended  —  the  church.  It 
follows  that  this  particular  body  should 
also  be  the  one  to  provide  an  atmosphere 
in  which  the  family  can  sustain  its 
health.  We  are  well-trained  and 
committed  in  meeting  individual  needs. 
We  have  programming  neatly 
categorized  into  children,  youth,  and  a 
variety  of  adult  age  groups  from  young 
singles  to  over-50  clubs.  Often  churches 
expect  each  one  of  these  specific  targets 
in  some  way  to  equip  these  individuals  to 
be  able  to  handle  the  rigors  and 
challenges  of  healthy  family  life.  They 
are  often  falling  short. 

Many  larger  churches  in  varying 
denominations  are  not  only  pro¬ 
gramming  for  this  need,  but  are 
building  family  life  centers  as  well.  This 
response  to  a  need  that  we  often  neglect 
is  encouraging.  Someone  is  stepping  out 
of  the  comfortable  line  and  taking  the 
plunge.  Valuable  resources  in  the  form  of 
time  and  money  are  being  used  to  create 
the  atmosphere  Christian  families  need 
for  continued  growth  and  even  survival. 


Some  might  argue  that  if  the  church 
related  to  all  our  needs  —  social, 
spiritual,  physical  (some  churches  have 


gymnasiums 


!),  intellectual  — 


we  may 


soon  withdraw  from  the  society  around 
us  which  desperately  needs  our  witness.  I 
believe,  however,  that  committed 
Christians  will  never  neglect  one  of  their 
prime  obligations  of  a  Christ-centered 
life  —  that  of  reflecting  the  light  of  love 
in  an  otherwise  dark  world.  Family 
programming  and  family  life  centers 
would  serve  as  resources  to  maintain  and 
build  Christian  fellowship  —  an  essential 
ingredient  for  a  vital  Christian  life. 

As  individual  congregations  and 
annual  conferences  and  districts,  we 
should  prayerfully  examine  our 
members’  needs.  We  should  be  willing  to 
redistribute  time  and  money  to  areas 
that  truly  need  our  attention.  Certainly  in 
this  age,  the  health  of  the  family  unit 
should  be  one  of  our  prime  concerns. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing 
the  church.  This  week's  contributor  is 
Linda  Isbell,  a  member  of  Means  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Andrews,  Texas  (Northwest  Texas  Con¬ 
ference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Preservation  of  universe  is  ultimate  issue 


Christian  faith  and  the  speed  limit 


The  55  mph  national  speed  limit  is  a 
law  which  millions  of  Americans 
regularly  ignore,  according  to  a  recent 
report  to  Congress  by  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Transportation. 

We’re  not  surprised  by  that  report,  but 
we  are  saddened  by  it.  We,  as  Christians 
have  at  least  two  reasons  to  be  concerned 
about  this  apparent  addiction  to  speed  on 
our  nation’s  highways.  First,  the  55  mph 
maximum  is  the  law  of  the  land,  enacted 
as  a  part  of  the  effort  to  reduce  gasoline 
consumption.  Second,  our  nation 
experienced  a  decided  reduction  in  the 
number  of  traffic  fatalities  following 
enactment  ot  the  55  mph  limit,  thereby 
creating  a  side-benefit  greater  than  the 
law’s  original  purpose. 

Whether  or  not  we  find  our  lives 
complicated  by  the  55  mph  speed  limit  — 
and  many  of  us  do  —  it  remains  the  law  of 
the  land.  The  number  of  persons  who 
choose  to  disregard  the  national  speed 
limit  is  sufficiently  large  that  it  is  bound 
to  include  many  Christians.  Each  time 
we  disregard  this  law  we  undermine  our 
professed  belief  in  the  necessity  of  a 


lawfully  ordered  society. 

The  most  obvious  remedy  is  very 
simple.  If  you’re  driving  faster  than  the 
legal  limit,  slow  down.  A  good  case  can 
still  be  made  for  conserving  fuel,  even 
though  that  emphasis  is  temporarily  out 
of  vogue.  An  even  better  case  can  be 
made  for  saving  lives.  There  is  no  better 
way  for  us  to  be  our  brother’s  —  and 
sister’s  —  keeper  on  the  highways  than  to 
drive  within  the  speed  limits. 


To  the  Editor: 

The  popular  belief,  expressed  in  your 
June  4  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  column, 
that  the  nuclear  arsenal  of  the  United 
States  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  is  erroneous.  At  the  present  time, 
the  nuclear  capabilities  of  both  countries 
are  about  equal.  There  are  many 
different  types  of  nuclear  weapons,  as 
well  as  systems  for  carrying  and 
launching  them. 

Experts  do  not  agree  on  how  many  of 
each  type  either  country  has,  and  the 
figures  change  almost  daily  as  new 
weapons  are  produced.  Still,  figures 
show  that  while  the  U.S.  has  fewer  of 
some  weapons,  it  has  more  of  others. 
Even  if  all  U.S.  land-based  weapons 
systems  were  destroyed  by  the  Soviets  in 
a  first  strike  (an  unlikely  event ),  a  few  of 
our  more  than  thirty  nuclear  submarines 
could  still  reduce  the  Soviet  Union  to  a 
total  wasteland. 

The  U.S.  has  far  more  and  better 
nuclear  submarines,  which  have  the 
advantage  of  being  movable  and  hard  to 
track  (in  contrast  to  the  land-based 
missiles  on  which  the  Soviets  heavily 
rely).  But  the  point  is  that  both  countries 
now  have  the  capacity  to  destroy  each 
other  many  times  over  and  extinguish 
much  of  the  life  on  this  planet. 

Even  if  the  U.S.  were  inferior,  do  you 
think  the  Soviets  would  just  sit  back  and 
let  us  catch  up  with  them?  If  we  delay  a 
freeze  on  the  production  and  deployment 
of  nuclear  weapons  to  give  us  time  to 
“catch  up”  before  we  negotiate  on  arms 
reduction,  we  had  better  realize  that  the 
Soviet  Union  will  use  that  same  time  to 
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Our  spiritual  foundations  must  be 
constantly  checked,  strengthened 
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By  HAZEL  MORRIS 
“You  mean  she  reads  his  books?  Oh, 
no!” 

Years  ago  that  judgmental  statement 
was  my  reaction  to  a  college  classmate’s 
reading  matter. 

I  had  never  read  anything  by  that 
author,  knew  nothing  about  him,  except 
that  certain  people  said  that  his  books 
were  off-limits  for  the  “thinking” 
Christian.  The  theory  was,  do  not  expose 
yourselves  to  differing  opinions;  you 
may  shake  your  foundations  if  you  do. 

Many  times  I  have  repented  of  my 
hasty  judgment.  Since  that  time,  I  have 
read  many  books  by  that  author,  and 
while  I  may  not  agree  with  everything  he 
says,  he  has  given  me  many  new 
thoughts,  has  strengthened  my  spiritual 
foundations. 

In  graduate  college,  a  philosophy 
assignment  had  been  to  read  a  book  in 
defense  of  atheism.  I  sat  in  the  library 
looking  at  that  closed  book  on  the  table 
before  me  with  fear  and  trembling.  Even 
though  I  would  be  going  to  the  mission 
field  within  the  year,  I  was  petrified  at 
the  thought  of  opening  it.  What  if  the 
reading  of  it  destroyed  my  faith? 

But  an  assignment  is  an  assignment, 
and  so  finally  with  a  half  prayer,  I 
opened  the  book  and  started  reading. 
Before  many  pages,  I  was  reading 
avidly,  laughing  at  my  fears  and  the 
flimsy  “proofs”  the  author  was  giving. 
My  foundations  did  not  shake. 

In  testing  foundatiops,  there  is  a  sense 
in  which  one  needs  to  be  careful,  for 
there  is  danger.  The  young  Christian, 
weak  in  the  faith,  exposed  to  too  many 
differing  opinions  may  be  confused,  and 
wonder  what  does  matter,  or  whether 
anything  does.  The  storms  may  come 
before  the  foundations  of  his  spiritual  life 
are  sure,  before  thev  are  finished. 

But  the  opposite  danger  —  refusal  to 
submit  to  storms  —  is  just  as  real.  The 
fear  is  always  deeply  embedded  in  the 
mind,  then,  that  perhaps  the  foundation 
will  not  stand  the  storm. 

Foundations  are  not  made  to  be 
protected:  they  are  made  to  support 
structures.  The  person  who  continually 
protects  his  foundation  for  fear  that  it 
may  not  stand,  has  missed  the  great  joy 
of  being  supported  by  that  foundation. 

When  your  foundations  are  being 
tested  —  when  controversies  enter  the 


picture  —  discuss  your  questions,  your 
doubts  with  someone  whose  spiritual 
judgment  you  trust.  Search  the 
Scriptures.  Above  all:  reserve  judgment 
which  will  weaken  faith  —  yours,  or 
another’s.  Remember  there  will  always 
be  differences  of  opinion.  Constantly 
check  your  foundation-stones.  Bring  your 
faith  into  every  area  of  life;  check  every 
situation  by  your  Lord  and  His  Word. 

In  one  sense  of  the  word,  spiritual 
foundations  are  never  complete.  They  are 
like  steel  girders  driven  deeper  and 
deeper  into  the  earth  until  they  are  at  last 
strong  enough  to  hold  the  highest 
skyscraper,  to  withstand  the  fiercest 
storms. 

You  will  never  stop  learning  —  every 
experience  can  lead  you  into  deeper 
fellowship  with  your  Lord,  and  thus  to  a 
stronger,  firmer  foundation. 

What  about  your  foundation?  Can  it  be 
shaken?  Are  you  afraid  to  submit  it  to  the 
storm?  If  that  foundation  rests  on  the 
Chief  Cornerstone  —  the  Lord  Jesus, 
Himself  —  it  can  never  be  shaken.  You 
need  never  fear  the  storm. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Hazel 
Morris,  is  a  member  of  an  American 
Baptist  Church  in  a  yoked  parish  with  a 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Princeton. 
Illinois. 

Write  to  "My  Witness,"  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 

|  Grace  for  a  church  supper  | 

By  LOIS  GRANT  PALCHES 
Osterville,  Massachusetts 
Our  Father,  we  thank  you  for  the  loves 
which  have  brought  us  to  this  place:  our 
love  for  you,  the  Creator  of  the  universe 
and  of  ourselves;  our  love  for  your  son, 
Jesus  the  Christ,  whose  life  and  death  are 
made  real  to  us  through  the  pages  of  your 
word;  our  love  for  the  church,  which  has 
nurtured,  inspired  and  motivated  us 
through  all  our  years;  the  love  of  hus¬ 
bands  and  wives,  parents  and  children, 
and  friends  who  are  fellow-travelers  of 
the  Way. 

We  thank  you  for  our  love  of  food,  and 
for  the  love  of  life  which  all  our  other 
loves  sustain.  Amen. 


build  more  and  better  weapons  of  its 
own.  If  there  were  a  bilateral  nuclear 
weapons  freeze  now,  each  side  has 
satellites  that  can  check  on  the  other. 
Future  weapons  systems,  already  in  the 
planning  stages,  will  be  harder  to  detect. 
A  freeze  now,  while  we  have  the  means  to 
enforce  it,  would  be  extremely  wise. 

I  am  pleased  that  the  bishops  and  so 
many  other  leaders  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  have  taken  such  a  wise 
and  courageous  lead. 

Being  in  a  position  of  political 
leadership  does  not  automatically  make 
one  an  expert  on  anything.  If  the  leaders 
of  the  world’s  peoples  had  been  experts 
on  foreign  policy  all  along,  we  might  not 
have  gotten  into  this  dangerous  situation. 
We  need  the  church  to  remind  our 
leaders  that  the  preservation  of  the 
universe  is  the  ultimate  issue,  not 
nationalism  or  political  ideology.  The 
church  is  an  expert  on  caring  about  the 
world  and  the  people  in  it. 

Linda  Callahan 
S.  Hadley,  Massachusetts 

Do  not  blame  God 
for  our  problems 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Tom  Brackett’s 
comments  about  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
pastoral  letter  concerning  the  nuclear 
freeze  (see  UMR.  June  4).  let  me 
say  we  are  not  puppets.  God  does  not  pull 
the  strings.  As  individuals,  we  make 
choices  in  our  lives,  for  good  or  ill.  This 
same  privilege  is  afforded  humankind  as 
a  whole. 

God’s  will  is  not  a  label  that  we  can 
place  on  all  unhappy  situations.  God  wills 
only  good  for  us;  peace,  not  war;  joy,  not 
sorrow;  healing,  not,  pain.  Putting  the 
responsibility  on  God  may  bring  us  peace 
of  mind,  but  it  is  not  realistic. 

Because  the  scale  of  a  nuclear 
catastrophe  is  too  vast  to  contemplate  — 
the  end  of  civilization  —  we  want  to  deny 
its  possibility.  Denial  makes  us 
powerless  and  passive.  This  threat 
demands  positive  response,  not  lethargy. 

Dorothea  L.  Spangler 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

The  nuclear  freeze 
is  a  must  for  today 

To  the  Editor  : 

In  contrast  to  Roy  A.  Langston’s  letter 
(see  UMR,  June  4),  I  believe  we  should 
be  thankful  that  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  endorsed  the 
Resolution  on  Nuclear  Freeze  and  Arms 
Reduction  introduced  in  Congress  by 
Senators  Kennedy  and  Hatfield,  and 
Rep.  Markey. 

Does  Mr.  Langston  really  believe  that 
either  adversary  is  inferior  or  superior 
when  a  touch  of  the  button  by  either  side 
will  result  in  civilization  being  wiped 
from  the  earth? 

The  problem  with  the  Jackson-Warner 
resolution  calling  for  a  reduction  of 
nuclear  weapons  prior  to  a  freeze  is  that 
it  will  never  happen.  For  37  years  this 
approach  has  failed.  An  immediate 
freeze  of  nuclear  weapons  by  both  sides 
is  the  only  practical  first  step  that  will 
lead  to  a  reduction. 

As  for  Mr.  Langston’s  urging  that 
United  Methodists  “leave”  national 
defense  and  foreign  policy  to  President 
Reagan,  we  must  insist  that  the 
destruction  of  the  world  is  too  important 
a  matter  to  leave  to  the  politicans  or  the 
military. 

Roland  J.  Brown 
West  Winfield,  New  York 

Humanism  vs. 
humanitarian  ism 

To  the  Editor: 

Dr.  Ginn’s  definition  of  humanism  as 
“simply  an  expression  of  care  for 
people”  (see  UMR,  May  21)  is  dangerous¬ 
ly  misleading.  While  the  word  “human¬ 
ism”  would  appear  to  support  such  a 
definition,  the  concept  behind  the  term  is 
opposite  of  what  the  Bible  clearly 
teaches  is  the  human  condition. 

Basic  to  humanist  doctrine,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  a  belief  in  the  inherent 
goodness  of  man.  Humanists  believe  that 
man,  if  left  alone  to  his  own  natural 
evolution,  will  strive  always  to  better 
himself  —  will  strive  in  the  direction  of 


perfection,  if  you  will.  The  Bible  presents 
a  different  picture. 

Romans  3:10-12  tells  us  that,  far  from 
being  inherently  good,  humanity  is 
utterly  corrupt.  Every  "imagination  of 
man’s  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth” 
<  Genesis  9:21).  King  David  cried  out  that 
he  was  altogether  conceived  in  iniquity 
(Psalm  51:5). 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  many 
references  to  the  depraved  condition  of 
human  beings.  Christians  are  to  be 
humanitarian,  but  there’s  a  difference 
between  humanitarianism  and  human¬ 
ism,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  funda¬ 
mentals  of  faith. 

Franklin  Castle 
Dallas,  Pennsylvania 

Arms  race  opposition 
is  liberal,  conservative 

To  the  Editor : 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  awakening  to  its 
responsibility  in  seeking  ways  of  ending 
the  armaments  race,  which  has  become 
an  ominous  threat  to  all  humanity.  It  is 
certainly  high  time  that  Christian  people 
of  all  denominations  unite  their  efforts  in 
working  for  positive  solutions  to  the 
many  destructive  situations  that  prevail 
today. 

In  finding  these  solutions  it  is  essential 
that  we  move  forward  with  a  dedication 
that  transcends  all  political  partisanship 
and  all  degrees  of  “liberalism"  and 
“conservatism.” 

If  Christianity  as  a  whole  is  to  be  a 
greater  force  in  dealing  with  the 
problems  of  our  time;  each  of  us  as 
individual  Christians  must  determine  to 
make  our  lives  more  open  to  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  thus 
make  service  rather  than  material. gain 
the  goal  of  our  living. 

Paul  Jameson 
Holton,  Kansas 

Abortion  compared 
with  holocaust 

To  the  Editor: 

Joe  Bayly  in  a  recent  issue  of  “Eter¬ 
nity”  magazine  asked:  “When  did  the 
fetus  Jesus  become  a  human  being  in 
Mary?  When  ‘He  was  conceived  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,’  as  the  Apostles’  Creed  puts 
it,  or  at  some  later  time  during  fetal 
development?”  This  question,  along  with 
the  fact  that  a  fetus  can  feel  pain  at  12 
weeks,  leads  me  to  some  disturbing  con¬ 
clusions. 

Having  heard  a  great  deal  about  a 
mother’s  choice  over  her  own  body,  and 
hearing  nothing  from  our  church  about 


the  life  in  the  womb,  I  wonder  where  we 
have  gone  wrong.  The  church  has 
historically  been  for  the  one  who  has  no 
rights,  why  not  for  the  unborn?  Far  from 
being  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the 
wilderness,  our  church  seems  to  have 
become  the  wilderness. 

Dr.  R.  G.  Hammerton-Kelly,  Dean  of 
Chapel  at  Stanford  University,  said 
something  that  haunts  me,  as  it  should 
every  Christian.  “In  the  time  of  Adolph 
Hitler  —  you  must  understand  me,  I 
know  that  arguments  by  historical 
analogy  are  very  difficult  —  we  do  not 
ask  of  a  church  of  that  time,  how  was 
your  Singles’  program?  We  do  not  ask  of 
the  church  of  that  time  what  was  the  in¬ 
tellectual  quality  of  your  preaching,  how 
many  books  did  your  clergy  produce?  We 
ask  only  one  thing:  where  did  you  stand 
when  they  led  away  your  brothers  and 
sisters?  Where  did  you  stand?  Well,  it  is 
in  those  terms  I’m  afraid  that  I  have 
come  to  see  this  (abortion)  issue.” 

Can  we  see  abortion  in  any  other  way? 

Robert  A.  Marion 
Lind,  Washington 

A  ‘more  fundamental’ 
starting  point  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  your  editorial 
headlined  “Further  clarification 
needed”  (see  UMR,  June  4).  You  have 
suggested  pages  40-85  of  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Discipline  as  a 
starting  point  for  “clarifying  insights.’’ 
It  seems  to  me  that  a  more  fundamental 
starting  point  would  be  the  book  of  ■ 
Revelation,  Chapter  22 : 18-19. 

W.  E.  Roberts 

San  Carlos,  California  ’ 

An  unknown  side 
of  John  Wesley 

To  the  Editor: 

I  did  not  know  John  Wesley,  the 
founder  of  Methodism,  was  psychic.  He 
claimed  to  have  frequent  communication 
from  the  dead,  according  to  the  Rev. 
William  Rauscher  in  his  book  “The 
Spiritual  Frontier.”  Wesley  wrote  in  his 
Journal:  “I  have  had  exceeding  lively 
conversation  with  them.”  He  had  contact 
with  a  medium,  a  woman  named  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hobran. 

When  the  brother  of  Miss  Hobron  died 
in  Jamaica,  he  appeared  at  her  bedside 
in  England.  Wesley  remarked:  “A  spirit 
finds  no  difficulty  in  traveling  three  thou¬ 
sand  or  four  thousand  miles  in  a 
moment.”  . 

Richard  M.  Locke 
Evanston,  Illinois 


Missing  something? 


You  are,  if  your  congregation 
isn’t  receiving  a  local  church  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  each  week 

Your  congregation  can  have  a  simple  to  prepare,  professionally  produced, 
reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own  church’s  news  on  the 

front  page  and  the  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  coverage  on  the  inside 
pages. 


Find  out  more: 


Write:  William  C.  Strickland 

P.O.  Box  221076  Dept.  N. 
Dallas.  Texas  75222 
Or  call:  <214)630^495 
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performers  because  the  statistic  most 
widely  known  has  to  do  with  a 
conference  membership  size  and  these 
are  not  large  conferences.  Except  for 
Red  Bird,  the  one  weakness  they  share  is 
that  their  membership  is  not  growing. 

Mr.  Kelley  believes  the  bottom  of  the 
rankings  is  just  as  important  as  the  top. 
Spotlighting  the  lowest  performers  is  not 
so  much  an  effort  to  embarrass  them  as 
to  exhort  them  to  do  better,  in  the 
tradition  of  John  Wesley  using  the  early 
Methodists  in  class  meetings  to  exhort 
one  another  in  the  faith,  he  says. 

At  the  bottom  as  at  the  top,  four 
conferences  stood  out  during  1980.  They 
were  Troy  (northeast  New  York  and 
Vermont),  New  York  (downstate.  New 


‘Nettling 
the  lazy’1 


Churches  ranked 
on  performance 


Mission  unit  tightens  consultation 


York  City  and  west  Connecticut), 
Wyoming  (parts  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania)  and  Northern  New  York. 

Each  was  among  the  conferences 
registering  the  poorest  performance  in 
five  of  the  six  categories.  Interestingly, 
all  four  were  among  the  20  best 
conferences  at  retaining  old  members. 

Mr.  Kelley’s  charts  were  distributed  at 
the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  last 
spring.  The  Reporter  has  learned  of  at 
least  a  few  annual  conference  meetings 
the  past  two  months  at  which  bishops 
used  low  rankings  on  the  charts  to  prod 
conference  members  toward  better 
performance. 

That’s  the  idea,  Mr.  Kelley  says. 


24  Day  "Experience  India"  Tour 


Visit  many  historical  sites  and  beauty 
spots  of  India. 


charging  only  for  his  expenses. 

Until  Mr.  Kelley  compiled  the 
conference-comparison  charts,  persons 
had  to  plow  through  the  hundreds  of 
pages  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Minutes  to  extrapolate  even  a  few 
comparisons. 

Mr.  Kelley  offers  his  latest  conference- 
comparison  charts  to  persons  who  send 
$2  to  him  at  Box  458,  R.D.  2,  Blairsville, 
Pa.  15717. 

The  rankings  are  based  on  the  latest 
information  in  the  General  Minutes  and 
compare  1980  performances  with  those  in 
1979.  The  rankings  also  are  based  on 
percentages,  so  that  large  and  small 
membership  conferences  compete  on 
fairly  equal  footing. 

The  Reporter  took  Mr.  Kelley’s  six 


categories  one  step  further  and  looked 
for  conferences  which  had  the  all-around 
best  performances  during  1980, 
recognizing  that  not  all  important  areas 
of  performance  were  measured.  Four 
stood  out  above  all  others.  Each  was  in 
the  top  20  in  at  least  four  of  the  six 
categories  and  usually  in  the  top  10. 

They  were:  Red  Bird  Missionary  (see 
related  stories  on  another  page). 
Southern  Illinois,  West  Michigan  and 
North  Mississippi. 

Such  information  might  cause  United 
Methodists  elsewhere  to  look  to  those 
conferences  for  examples,  guidance  and 
inspiration  in  the  areas  measured  by  the 
six  categories,  Mr.  Kelley  indicates. 
Without  the  charts,  few  persons  might 
think  of  those  four  conferences  as  prime 


Dr.  Bideaux  said  the  signature  policy 
has  been  an  assumed  one  but  that  he  has 
put  it  in  writing.  Each  voucher  must 
have  signatures  of  both  the  initiating 
staff  member  and  the  supervisor. 

(3)  More  emphasis  will  be  placed  on 
the  National  Division’s  assistant  general 
secretaries  meeting  with  bishops  and 
discussing  the  agency's  work. 

Each  of  five  assistant  general  secre¬ 
taries  is  assigned  to  one  of  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  five  geographical  jurisdictions. 

Dr.  Bideaux  emphasized  that  the 
bishops  also  have  responsibilities,  once 
they  are  informed  of  programs,  to 
“involve  those  committees,  agencies  and 
persons  who  have  every  right  to  share  in 
this  consultation  process  at  the  local 
level.” 

National  Division  directors  from 
across  the  nation  last  fall  in  their  regular 
annual  meetings  approved  support  of 
former  Mayor  Eddie  James  Carthan  and 
a  United  League  of  Holmes  County,  a 
black  activist  group  which  is  his  primary 
local  backer.  At  that  time,  he  had  been 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  prison  on  two 
state  and  federal  felony  charges. 

But  most  Mississippi  United  Meth¬ 
odists  knew  nothing  of  that  support  until 
April  of  this  year  when  some  National 
Division  staff  members  demonstrated 
their  support  for  Mr.  Carthan  after  he 
was  indicted  on  a  murder  charge. 

A  large  group  of  angry  lay  and  clergy 
persons  met  with  Dr.  Bideaux  and 
another  National  Division  staff  member 
in  Mississippi  in  May  and  demanded  that 
the  division  withdraw  its  support  because 
it  was  stirring  up  racial  hatred.  Dr 
Bideaux  promised  that  the  staff  would 
review  its  involvement. 

A  week  later,  Dr.  Bideaux  sent  a 
massive  mailing  to  National  Division 
directors  and  other  church  leaders  which 
included  the  explanation  that  the  staff 
had  found  its  support  of  the  United 
League  to  be  "a  normal  and  acceptable 
relationship  of  fraternal  support  and 
resourcing  for  justice  and  human  rights 
concerns.” 

During  the  next  two  weeks  in  early 
June,  the  bi-racial  Mississippi  and  North 
Mississippi  Annual  Conferences  almost 
unanimously  approved  identical 
resolutions  calling  for  an  immediate  halt 
to  the  division’s  support  for  the  United 
League  and  Mr.  Carthan.  They  also 
requested  four  general  church  bodies  to 
investigate  the  National  Division’s 
previous  actions. 

That  is  also  when  the  president  of  the 
National  Division  directors,  Ann 
Pfisterer  of  Henderson,  Ky.,  stepped  in. 
She  and  six  other  directors  went  to 
Mississippi  to  meet  leaders  there.  She 
promised  that  the  directors  would  review 


the  case  “as  rapidly  as  we  can.” 

Dr.  Bideaux  told  the  Reporter  that  it  is 
fair  to  say  that  the  case  currently  is  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  staff  and  in  the  control 
of  the  division’s  directors.  “That  com¬ 
mittee  is  loaded  with  decision-makers.” 

He  emphasized  that  “no  money  is  in 
the  pipeline”  to  Mr.  Carthan  or  the 
United  League  but  that  the  United 
League  remains  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Voluntary  Service  network  of 
community  organizations.  Members  of 
the  network  are  able  to  participate  in  a 
health  care  plan  offered  by  the  National 
Division  and  in  training  events,  he  said. 

Meanwhile,  the  New  York  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  —  which  covers  the  area  where 
many  members  of  the  National  Division 
staff  reside  —  approved  a  resolution 
commending  the  National  Division 
efforts  in  the  Carthan  case.  It  also  called 
on  the  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  to  investigate  the  possibility  of 
racism  behind  the  actions  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  conferences. 

However,  two  key  black  UM  leaders  in 
Mississippi  told  Ms.  Pfisterer  and  her 
group  of  National  Division  directors  that 
the  problems  stem  from  an  inadequate 
operating  procedure  by  the  agency’s 
staff. 

Affirming  the  agency’s  concern  in  the 
Carthan  case,  the  Rev.  Theo  Triplett, 
chairperson  of  the  North  Mississippi 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  told 
directors  that  the  agency  "erred  in  the 
consultation  process  and  erred  in  support 
of  the  United  League"  which  he  called 
“very  divisive,”  according  to  a  report 
from  United  Methodist  News  Service. 
Mr.  Triplett  earlier  had  told  the  Reporter 
that  his  commission  had  rejected  a 
request  for  supporting  the  United  League 
three  years  ago. 

The  Rev.  Merlin  Conoway,  a  black 
district  superintendent  in  North 
Mississippi,  told  the  directors  that 
although  he  is  “pro-Board  of  Global 
Ministries,"  he  feels  the  agency  made  a 
mistake  in  Mississippi.  "If  I  had  been 
brought  in  (to  early  consultations),  my 
attitude  would  have  been  a  negative  one. 
To  me,  it  (the  United  League)  does  not 
represent  my  Christian  conscience.” 

Dr.  Bideaux  wrote  the  bishops  and 
directors  that  his  prayer  is  that 
improved  consultation  will  help  National 
Division  and  annual  conferences  "be 
more  faithful  in  our  desire  to  develop  and 
strengthen  local  congregations  as 
centers  of  Christian  mission  and  to 
create  ministries  of  compassion  with  the 
ever  increasing  numbers  of  persons  and 
groups  who  suffer  in  body  and  spirit  and 
to  affect  social  patterns  that  can 
eliminate  and  reduce  such  suffering." 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Sponsored  by  Bob  and  Jeanne  Nave, 
missionaries  to  India  for  27  years. 
Departures  from  New  York:  Oct.  10, 
1982  and  Jan.  22, 1983 


PLUS 

7  days  off  the  beaten  track  into  the  heart  of 
the  "real"  India  to  visit  Mission  work, 
villages,  small-town  life,  meet  families,  a 
major  wildlife  preserve  and  much  more. 
For  complete  details  write  or  phone: 

Bob  Nave.  1020  Rae  Dr.  #7. 

Minneapolis.  MN  55423. 

(612)  8SS-W59  or  545-0378 


Aftermath  of  Mississippi  case 


LEGEND 

Dn  .  .11.  IMM  to  Dec.  31 .  IHXI 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BLAIRSVILLE,  Pa.  -  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Louisiana  and  South  Dakota  have 
a  special  distinction,  and  the  Rev.  Cecil 
M.  Kelley  here  can  quickly  show  you 
what  it  is. 

He  has  devised  a  series  of  charts  that, 
among  other  things,  rank  all  73  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  according 
to  their  churches’  performance  in  six 
areas:  retention  of  members,  new 
members  gained,  attendance  at  worship 
services  aqd  Sunday  School,  per  capita  • 
giving  and  financial  commitment  to 
'  missions. 

It  is  in  that  last  category  that  the 
congregations  in  Louisiana  and  South 
Dakota  are  the  denomination’s  top 
•performers. 

Such  rankings  can  be  a  bit 
embarrassing  for  the  low  performers, 
and  that’s  partly  what  Mr.  Kelley  had  in 
■  mind  when  he  compiled  them . 

He  believes  that  God  expects 
“performance”  from  Christians  but  that 
United  Methodists  for  too  long  have 
placed  little  emphasis  on  performance 
because  they  haven’t  had  to  face  up  to, 
their  excellence  or  failure. 

That  no  longer  is  true 'at  least  for 

•  annual  conferences  now  that  Mr.  Kelley 
has  compiled  the  charts. 

For  example,  congregations  in  few 
other  conferences  should  feel  content 
’  with  their  financial  commitment  to 
'  .  missions  beyond  the  local  church  after 
looking  at  the  performance  of  Louisiana 
and  South  Dakota.  There,  the  average 
..  local  church  shares,  respectively,  18.5 
and  17.1  percent  of  their  offerings  with 
‘  others  through  conference  and  general 
'  church  benevolences.  The  chart 

*  automatically  compares  each  confer- 
;  ence’s  performance  with  that  of  every 

other  conference. 

“I  have  been  greatly  alarmed  for  some 
time  over  general  indications  of  decline 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church,”  says 
Mr.  Kelley,  a  long-time  stewardship 
leader  and  retired  minister  in  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  “It  has  seemed  there  is  no  way  to 
wake  people  up  ...  I  sought  something 
that  would  put  a  widely-seen  finger  on 
both  excellence  and  incompetence, 
ways.  It  particularly  nettles  the  lazy  and 
careless  because  they  can  be  seen  so 
easily  on  the  chart.” 

Mr.  Kelley’s  persistence  in  pressing 
for  a  way  to  measure  performance  finally 
paid  off  three  years  ago  when  his  own 
conference  distributed  charts  compiled 


by  him  and  a  few  others  that  ranked  all 
churches  in  the  conference.  The  last  two 
years,  leaders  of  the  conference  —  which 
ranks  as  a  medium-level  performer  in 
the  six  categories  —  have  been  so, 
enthusiastic  about  the  idea  that  staff 
members  have  used  a  computer  to 
compile  the  charts  which  then  are 
distributed  at  the  annual  conference 
meeting  and  printed  in  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

Many  congregations  there  have  been 
surprised  to  find  what  a  poor  job  they 
were  doing,  Mr.  Kelley  says.  Several 
initiated  remedial  action  as  a  result,  he 
says. 

Mr.  Kelley  has  begun  to  help  other 
annual  conferences  set  up  their  own 
congregation-comparison  charts, 


Non-Reonraphic  conferences'  i  all  gainers  i 


More  conferences  grow,  but  UMC  total  drops  again 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodist  membership  growth  —  almost  all 
in  the  southern  coastal  states  during  1980  —  emerged  in 
several  more  areas  during  1981,  including  some 
western,  north  central  and  border  states. 

They  became  a  part  of  an  increasing  number  of  UM 
annual  conferences  which  are  shaking  off  United 
Methodism’s  14-year  pattern  of  membership  decline. 

In  all,  20  of  the  73  annual  conferences  achieved 
membership  growth  during  1981,  compared  with  15 
during  1980.  (Non-shaded  areas  on  the  map  indicate 
growth.) 

But  membership  losses  grew  worse  in  other 
conferences.  Detroit,  Central  Illinois,  East  Ohio  and 
Northern  Illinois  each  lost  more  than  4,000  members, 
easily  eradicating  the  total  membership  gain  of  12,224 
achieved  by  the  20  "growth  conferences.” 


Total  United 
72,000  to  approximately 
of  decline  was  worse 
Of  1981’s  20 


membership  fell  by  about 
million  members.  The  rate 
the  previous  year, 
conferences”  eight  made 


dramatic  turnarounds  from  net  membership  losses  the 
previous  year.  They  were:  Alaska.  Pacific  Northwest, 
North  Dakota,  New  Mexico,  Louisville,  North 
Carolina,  Western  North  Carolina  and  Alabama-West 
Florida. 

The  largest  net  gains  of  persons  brought  into  the 
worshipping  fellowship  of  United  Methodist 
congregations  were  in  the  Texas  (4,645)  and  Florida 
(2,300)  conferences. 

The  biggest  percentage  increases  were  in  the  Alaska 
(4.3%)  and  Texas  (1.8%)  conferences. 

Membership  growth  now  is  occurring  in  nine  of  17 
conferences  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  seven  of 


17  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  two  of  seven  in  the 
Western  Jurisdiction,  one  of  14  in  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  one  of  18  in  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction. 

Three  of  1980’s  “growth  conferences”  registered 
losses  during  1981:  Mississippi,  South  Georgia  and 
Rocky  Mountain. 

The  map  is  based  on  1980  membership  figures  in  the 
denomination’s  General  Minutes  and  on  the  reports  of 
net  gains  or  losses  made  to  "Newscope”  -  a  national 
newsletter  for  denominational  leaders  —  by 
conference  officials  after  their  annual  meetings  this 
spring. 

To  make  it  easier  to  see  the  geographically-small 
conferences  in  the  Northeast,  their  portion  of  the  map 
was  enlarged. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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Independence  Day  Sunday.  July  4 


A  small  spectator  clutches  a  tiny  flag  and  intently  follows  the  marchers  going  by 
during  an  Independence  Day  parade  in  Port  Jefferson,  N.  Y.  With  hostilities  in 
such  places  as  the  Middle  East  and  ongoing  tensions  in  other  areas,  American 
Christians  are  expected  to  offer  up  many  prayers  for  peace  on  this  Independence 
Day  Sunday,  July  4. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWSSERVICE  PHOTO 


Prayer  for  peace 
By  ESTELLE  BLANTON  BARBER 
PEACE,  O  GOD,  let  peace  come  down 


Like  waters  on  the  earth 
To  quench  the  ravaged  souls  of  men 
And  end  war’s  deadly  dearth. 

Where  flames  of  passion  leap  and  lash 
And  cast  a  lurid  glare 
Upon  the  scars  of  hate  and  greed 
That  little  children  bear  — 

Where  burning  fires  of  power’s  lust 
Light  up  the  ghastly  pyre 


Of  youth's  departed  hopes  and  dreams 
And  manhood’s  lost  desire  — 

Send  down  thy  healing  balm,  O  God, 
Send  swift  and  sure  surcease  — 

Like  waters  that  o’erflow  the  earth 
Send  down,  send  down  thy  peace. 

Peace,  O  God.  let  peace  come  down 
Like  waters  on  the  earth 
To  quench  the  ravaged  souls  of  men 
And  give  Love’s  era  birth ! 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  -  The  head  of  United 
Methodism’s  national  missions  agency 
announced  actions  here  last  week  to 
show  that  the  vigorous  protests  recently 
voted  by  the  two  annual  conferences  in 
Mississippi  are  being  taken  seriously. 

Dr.  Rene  Bideaux  of  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  sent  letters  to  all 
bishops  and  to  all  National  Division  di¬ 
rectors.  The  letters  detailed  new  and 
strengthened  procedures  for  assuring 
that  advance  consultation  takes  place 
with  specific  conference  leaders  any 
time  a  division  sponsored  project  is  pro¬ 
posed  in  their  areas. 

Charges  that  such  consultation  was 
inadequate  before  the  agency  became 
involved  in  a  public,  legal  controversy  in 
Mississippi  last  fall  have  been  a  chief 
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element  in  the  unrest  there  (see 
Reporter,  May  28,  June  4, 11  and  18) . 

In  addition  to  the  letter  last  week,  a 
special  committee  of  the  agency’s  board 
of  directors  was  formed.  It  will  reassess 
whether  the  agency  should  continue  its 
controversial  support  of  a  black,  former 
small-town  Mississippi  mayor  in  his  ef¬ 
fort  to  stay  out  of  prison.  That  committee 
is  expected  to  meet  in  Memphis  soon,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Bideaux. 

Dr.  Bideaux’s  letter  to  the  bishops 
stressed  three  procedures : 

( 1 )  Each  bishop  will  receive  a  list  of  all 
programs  which  the  National  Division 
plans  to  support  in  his  or  her  area  during 
1983. 

Such  information  has  been  available 
previously,  but  a  bishop  would  have  had 
to  search  through  several  documents  to 
find  it  all.  Dr.  Bideaux  told  the  Reporter. 
As  soon  as  the  board  approves  the  1983 
budget,  those  lists  will  be  compiled,  he 
said. 

(2)  Staff  members  have  been  told  that 
when  they  sign  money  vouchers  for 
programs  they  are  guaranteeing  that 
they  have  fulfilled  their  obligations 
under  Para.  817  in  the  Book  of  Discipline 
and  that  they  can  document  it. 

That  paragraph  requires  consultation 
with  the  bishop  and  council  on  ministries 
of  an  annual  conference  before  National 
Division  funds  are  expended  on  a 
program  there. 
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Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 

BEVERLY,  Ky.  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  its  predecessors 
here  have  had  their  work  cut  out  for 
themselves  for  the  more  than  60  years 
they  have  ministered  in  this  rugged  part 
of  Appalachia. 

While  many  Appalachians  belong  to  no 
Church,  nearly  all  believe  in  living  by  the 
Bible,  according  to  staff  members  in 
United  Methodism’s  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference,  and  they  have 
unquestioning  faith  in  God.  They  do  not, 
however,  believe  that  their  faith  requires 
church  membership  for  validity  (see 
related  stories  elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

What  impresses  the  mountain  people 
perhaps  the  most  is  that  missionary 
conference  staff  members  live  closely  by 
such  Bible  teachings  as  loving  one’s 
neighbor  and  giving  him  or  her  a  hand 
because  they  choose  to. 

To  conference  workers,  “evangelism” 
means  becoming  friends  and  neighbors 
with  the  area’s  life-long  residents  as  they 
work  side-by-side  to  improve  living, 
health  and  economic  conditions  in  this 
isolated  area  characterized  by  rugged 
mountains  and  spring-fed  creeks.  The 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference’s 
efforts  are  a  ministry  with,  not  to.  the 
mountain  people,  more  than  one  staff 
member  emphasized. 

Missionary  conference  staff  members 
lament  how  these  predominantly  white, 
often  undereducated  and  extremely  low 
income  people  here  often  are  forgotten 
by  public  or  private  aid  programs. 
Several  commented  to  the  Reporter  that 
it  is  sometimes  frustrating  when  some 
United  Methodists  talk  like  they  believe 
the  needs  of  the  mountain  people  are  any 
less  important  than  those  of  United 
Methodist  ethnic  minority  local  churches 
or  overseas  projects. 

Appalachians  also  too  often  are 
stereotyped,  conference  staff  members 
say,  as  “shiftless"  by  “outsiders”  raised 
on  the  “Snuffy  Smith”  comic  strips. 

But  there’s  nothing  shiftless  about  the 
woman,  nearing  70,  whom  the  Reporter 
visited  in  her  small  frame  house  on  the 
side  of  a  mountain.  She  has  tended  her 
mother  at  home  since  the  older  woman’s 
stroke  more  than  a  year  ago.  The  mother 
suffers  paralytic  after-effects,  but  Red 
Bird  home  visit  nurses  emphasize 
that  the  quality  of  care  rendered  by  the 
daughter  compares  favorably  with  what 
the  bed-ridden  woman  would  find  in  a 
nursing  home.  Appalachian  people,  how¬ 
ever,  very  rarely  send  older  relatives  to 
nursing  facilities,  preferring  instead  to 
“take  care  of  their  own”  at  home. 

Several  years  ago  the  daughter  had 
cared  for  her  father  as  he  lay  slowly 
dying  of  cancer  —  at  home.  Now  the  two 
women  continue  to  live  simply  and  with  a 
great  deal  of  pride  in  the  countryside  that 
surrounds  them. 

The  younger  woman,  who  has  lived  in 
this  same  small,  two-room  house  all  of 


United  Methodists  ‘have  work 
cut  out’  in  rugged  Appalachia 


her  life,  smiled  at  her  visitor  from  Texas 
and  asked,  “Would  you  like  to  see  my 
waterfall?” 

It  was  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  up  a 
narrow  dirt  road  that  ran  alongside  Bear 
Creek  on  which  her  family  home  is  lo¬ 
cated.  The  narrow  falls  cascaded  maybe 
20  feet  down  the  side  of  a  lichen-covered 
cliff  from  an  underground  spring  and 
into  the  clear  waters  of  the  creek. 

One  of  the  work  groups  of  United 
Methodists  who  come  from  all  over  the 
country  to  the  missionary  conference 
throughout  the  year  to  do  maintenance 
work  on  mission  facilities  and  on  low 
income  persons’  homes  had  built  the 
mountain  woman  a  narrow  swinging 
hand  bridge  across  the  creek  so  she  could 
reach  the  clean  spring  water. 

The  hopes  of  these  women,  so  typical  of 
many  in  Appalachia  and  to  whom  Red 
Bird  Missionary  Conference  ministers, 
are  no  different  from  anyone  else’s  —  to 
take  care  of  their  families  and  to  have  a 
better  tomorrow  for  their  children.  True, 
some  of  the  mountain  people  are  on 
welfare,  and  that’s  how  their  parents  and 
grandparents  before  them  fed  their 
families.  Still  others  —  perhaps  most 
others,  according  to  conference  workers 
—  are  scrambling  for  a  living  any  way 
they  legally  can.  Jobs  are  scarce  in  this 
severely  economically  depressed  area, 
and  the  job  skills  of  many  people  are 
limited. 

“These  people  are  masters  of  ‘making 
do’  without  very  much,"  said  Doug  Webb, 
administrator  at  the  Red  Bird  Hospital. 
“As  long  as  they  have  food  to  eat,  they’ll 
get  along.” 

Helping  them  live  a  little  better  than 
just  “making  do”  as  well  as  caring  for 
their  spiritual  needs  are  why  Red  Bird 
Mission  and  Henderson  Settlement— the 
conference’s  two  major  centers— are  here. 

Goals  same,  origins  differ 

Although  the  goals  of  the  two  mission 
centers  are  the  same,  their  origins  and 
ways  of  carrying  out  their  ministries 
vary  slightly.  What  separates  them  the 
most,  however,  is  the  two-hour  ear¬ 
popping  drive  over  Pine  Mountain  on 
narrow,  sometimes  unpaved  roads. 

Red  Bird  Mission  began  in  1921  as  an 
Evangelical  Church  (later  Evangelical 
United  Brethren)  mission  project. 
Henderson  Settlement  opened  in  1925  as  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  mission. 
After  the  two  successor  denominations 
united  in  1968,  the  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference  was  created.  In  1973 
Henderson  Settlement  joined  the 
conference.  The  missionary  conference 
is  related  to  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  National  Division  as  a 
domestic  mission  project. 


Red  Bird:  education  and  health 

Education  at  the  12-grade  Red  Rird 
Mission  School  in  Beverly  is  a  big  part  of 
the  mission  program,  and  has  a  long 
tradition  of  having  a  lower  student 
dropout  rate  than  neighboring  public 
schools.  More  of  its  graduates  go  on  — 
about  one-third  —  for  more  education. 
This  fall  13  of  its  35  spring  graduates  are 
going  to  college  along  with  four  others  to 
post-high  school  training. 

The  mission  school,  which  receives 
some  public  funding,  charges  no  tuition. 
A  sliding  scale  fee  based  on  family 
income  is  charged  for  the  room  and 
board  of  the  high  school  students  who  live 
too  far  away  or  on  roads  too  bad  to 
commute  daily  by  bus.  One  of  the 
school’s  main  buildings  burned  last  year, 
but  classes  have  continued,  and 
rebuilding  is  in  progress.  Scheduled 
completion  is  next  summer. 

Less  well  known  than  Red  Bird  School 
but  as  much  a  part  of  the  mission’s 
education  ministry  is  a  traveling  pre¬ 
school  called  the  Early  Childhood 
Development  program.  t 

While  some  425  students  come  to  or  live 
at  the  Red  Bird  School  at  Beverly,  the 
early  childhood  program  sends  13  local 
women  trained  as  “home  visitors”  to  the 
homes  of  some  235  children  where  they 
work  with  the  3-,  4-  and  5-year-olds  and 
teach  their  mothers  how  to  continue  the 
pre-school  lessons  between  visits.  The 
children  meet  weekly,  and  the  mothers 
monthly,  in  group  sessions  in 
neighborhood  centers. 

The  early  childhood  program  includes 
Bible  lessons  for  the  children  and  helps 
mothers  who  were  public  school  dropouts 
to  get  their  high  school  diplomas  through 
equivalency  exams.  It  even  makes  jobs 
for  15  local  people  — 13  home  visitors  and 
two  bus  drivers  who  transport  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  mothers  to  the  group  sessions. 

Another  ministry  is  the  Joy  Center  — 
“sort  of  a  Sunday  school  without  a 
church.”  said  Ruth  Wiertzema,  director 
of  Christian  education  for  the  conference. 

About  a  40-minute  drive  from  Beverly, 
the  center  first  offered  children’s  Bible 
classes  in  rented  space  about  10  years 
ago.  Now  the  center  has  its  own  building, 
purchased  two  years  ago.  It  is  staffed  by 
a  lay  couple,  Chris  and  Tom  Denman. 

Children  from  Big  Creek  and  Elm 
Creek  continue  to  come  to  their  Bible 
classes  at  Joy  Center  as  now  do  adults 
and  teens.  Teen-agers  have  their  own 
group  similar  to  the  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  but  non-denomina- 
tional,  since  most  who  come  to  Joy 
Center  are  not  United  Methodists. 

The  center’s  other  activities  vary  with 
what  its  neighbors  request.  “We  didn’t  go 
in  with  a  definite  program,”  explained 


the  Rev.  Joe  Davis,  superintendent  of  the 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference,  “we 
wanted  to  involve  the  people,  to  discover 
what  they  needed  and  wanted.” 

The  story  of  how  Lugene  and  David 
Coots  became  mainstays  at  the  Joy 
Center,  keeping  its  Bible  classes  and 
community  action  meetings  going  while 
the  Denmans  went  home  to  Ohio  for  a 
visit,  is  typical  of  how  many  families 
have  become  involved. 

“I’ve  got  two  little  boys,  and  they 
started  coming  here  for  Sunday  school,” 
Mrs.  Coots  told  the  Reporter.  She  said 
her  brother-in-law  was  the  first  in  her 
family  to  begin  sending  his  children  to 
Joy  Center. 

"He  doesn’t  go  to  church,  but  he 
believes  in  teaching  his  children  about 
Christ,”  she  said.  “And  I  knew  if  I  sent 
my  boys  here,  they  were  going  to  get  a 
good  Christian  education.” 

Hospital  and  outreach 

Just  as  the  mission  provides 
educational  outreach  ministries,  Red 
Bird  Hospital  is  just  one  part  of  its  health 
ministry.  Two  public  health  nurses  visit 
patients  in  their  homes,  checking  regular¬ 
ly  on  people  here  who  have  chronic  ail¬ 
ments— such  as  diabetes  or  “black  lung 
disease,”  a  condition  often  found  among 
those  who  work  deep  within  coal  mines. 

At  Beverly,  area  residents  can  also 
receive  good,  low-cost  treatment  at  the 
dental  clinic  staffed  by  three  dentists, 
two  dental  hygienists  and  four  assistants. 


* 


Many  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  ministries  focus  on  children.  These  include 
Red  Bird  School,  (temporary  building  in  background),  the  Early  Childhood 
Education  program  at  Red  Bird  Mission  and  the  residential  program  for  troubled 
teen-agers  at  Henderson  Settlement.  Both  Red  Bird  Mission  and  Henderson 
Settlement  operate  camps  in  summer. 

RED  BIRD  MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 


Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference 

Work  sprawls  over  mountain  area 


Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  sprawls  over  six  counties  in  southeastern  Kentucky.  The  terrain  is  wooded,  the  roads  narrow 
and  the  houses  isolated  in  this  countryside  with  spring-fed  creeks  and  what  geologists  say  are  the  oldest  mountains  in  the  contin¬ 


ental  United  States. 


RED  BIRD  MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BEVERLY,  Ky.  -  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference 
sprawls  over  six  mountainous  counties  in 
Southeastern  Kentucky,  in  the  heart  of 
Appalachia  and  85  miles  to  the  north  of 
Knoxville,  site  of  the  1982  World’s  Fair. 

The  names  of  its  churches  reflect  both 
the  wooded  terrain  and  some  of  the  views 
of  its  people:  Thousandsticks,  Beech 
Fork  and  Hope. 

Distances  between  the  21  United 
Methodist  churches  with  1,217  members 
and  in  one  of  the  denomination’s  smallest 
conferences  are  measured  not  in  miles 
but  in  how  long  it  takes  to  get  from  one 
place  to  another  through  creeks  and  over 
mountain  passes. 

For  example,  a  17-mile  trip  may  take 
45  minutes  “in  good  weather,”  as  the 
natives  say,  and  be  impassable  in  winter 
snows  or  spring  rains. 

Roads  between  here  and  Knoxville, 
however,  are  quite  good,  and  conference 
officials  hope  that  United  Methodists  will 
stop  for  a  visit  either  going  to  or  from  the 
World’s  Fair  there.  Accommodations  in 
the  missionary  conference’s  two  major 
mission  centers,  Henderson  Settlement 
and  Red  Bird  Mission,  however,  are 
limited.  In  the  summer  dozens  of  work 
groups  from  local  churches  all  over  the 
country  flock  to  the  missionary  confer¬ 
ence.  The  area  has  many  campgrounds 
and  some  other  accommodations  other 
than  the  limited  ones  in  the  United 
Methodist  locations. 

Small  size  but  big  numbers 

Visitors  who  arrive  on  Sundays  in  time 
for  worship  services  will  be  welcomed  at 
the  missionary  conference’s  local 
churches  which  vary  in  size  from  24  to 
123.  But  their  congregations  more  than 
make  up  for  these  small  numbers  in  their 
giving  and  attendance  records. 

“All  of  our  churches  pay  100  percent  of 
their  World  Service  apportionments,” 
said  the  Rev.  Joe  Davis,  the  conference’s 
superintendent.  “And  I  recently  learned 
from  the  1981  report  that  we  are  again 
leading  the  nation  in  per-member  giving 
for  Advance  Specials  (‘second-mile 
giving’).” 

The  denominational  giving  average  to 
Advance  Specials  is  $2.02  per  member, 
but  in  the  missionary  conference  the 
average  is  $9.61. 

United  Methodist  congregations  here 
also  rank  seventh,  in  annual  per  capita 


THE  1982 
WORLDS  FAIR  . 


giving  to  all  general  church  funds,  with 
an  average  of  $221.53  per  member, 
according  to  1980  figures. 

“A  number  of  our  churches  are  very 
concerned  with  missions,”  he  said,  “and 
they  appreciate  the  help  they  receive. 
They  want  to  pass  along  some  of  the 
same  to  others.” 

A  “missionary  conference’’  is 
understood,  by  definition  in  the  United 
Methodist  “Book  of  Discipline,”  to  have 
“limited  membership  and  resources” 
and  to  be  entitled  to  “administrative 
guidance  and  major  financial 
assistance”  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Budget  supported  externally 

For  instance,  about  one-fourth  of  the 
conference’s  $3.9  million  annual  budget 
comes  through  the  ministries  board’s 
National  Division  to  support  the 
missionary  conference  lay  and  clergy 
staff  members,  school,  hospital  and 
outreach  ministries,  and  its  agricultural 
and  economic  development  projects. 
Money  also  comes  from  United 
Methodist  Women,  Advance  Specials  and 
World  Service. 

The  conference’s  congregations  are 
working  toward  completely  supporting 
the  13  pastors  of  their  21  churches.  Dr. 
Davis  said  11  churches  fully  support  their 
pastors’  salaries  and  two  also  are  paying 
for  their  ministers’  fringe  benefits. 

Conference  staff  members  emphasize 


that  Appalachia  continues  to  be  “a  great 
mission  field”  for  United  Methodists 
despite  the  fact,  they  say,  that  even  the 
unchurched  tend  to  be  more  conservative 
theologically  than  many  members  of  a 
typical  United  Methodist  Church  outside 
the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference. 

Still,  persons  here  who  are  or  become 
United  Methodists  usually  stay  with  the 
denomination.  The  member-retention 
rate  ranks  19th  highest  among  the  UMC’s 
73  annual  conferences. 

They  lead  the  denomination  in  average 
attendance  at  weekly  worship  with  73.2 
percent  of  all  church  members  attending 
services  weekly.  They  are  also  second  in 
Sunday  school  attendance  with  59.1 
percent  attending  weekly. 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Henderson  Settle¬ 
ment,  a  two-hour,  45  mile  ear-popping 
drive  around  Pine  Mountain  away  from 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  head¬ 
quarters,  will  be  featured  in  a  future 
issue  with  pictures  and  story. 
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Dallas,  Texas  75275 


(214)  692-2293 


Missionary  doctor  stays  36  years 

I  ‘Doc  takes  good  care  of  all  of  us’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BEVERLY,  Ky.  —  When  Dr.  Everett 
Shaeffer  arrived  at  the  Red  Bird  Hospital 
here  as  a  young  doctor  of  32,  a  horse 
named  Maude  took  him  to  see  his 
patients.  They  were  scattered,  then  as 
now,  in  the  “hollers”  along  the  river 
which  gives  its  name  to  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church’s  Red  Bird  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference. 

•  Come  this  summer,  the  son  of  an  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church  minister  will  have  been  for 
36  years  an  integral  part  of  the  health  care 
delivery  system  in  this  remote  mountain 
area. 

One  of  Dr.  Shaeffer’s  patients,  standing 
in  front  of  her  tin-roofed  house  perched  on 
the  side  of  a  mountain,  says  in  plainer, 
more  descriptive  terms  what  Dr.  Shaeffer 
means  to  his  neighbors. 

She  put  her  ailing  grey-haired  brother 
into  the  four-wheel  drive  vehicle  Red 
Bird’s  public  health  nurses  get  around  in 
She  tells  him  not  to  worry. 

‘Doc  takes  good  care  of  us’ 

“Doc  Shaeffer  will  take  good  care  of 
you.  Doc  Shaeffer,  he  takes  good  care  of 
‘  all  of  us.” 

Both  his  patients  and  staff  members  of 
the  church’s  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference  speak  fondly  of  Dr.  Shaeffer, 
;who  confessed  to  the  Reporter  that  he 
really  hadn’t  thought  he  wanted  to  be  a 


doctor  in  the  first  place.  His  first  two 
years  in  college  he  was  a  chemical 
engineering  major.  “I  was  always  afraid 
of  doctors. 

“But  about  two  years  after  I  commited 
my  life  to  the  Lord,  it  came  to  me  that  I 
should  be  the  doctor  at  Red  Bird,”  Dr. 
Shaeffer  recalled. 

He  knew  of  Red  Bird  from  living  in  an 
Illinois  Evangelical  parsonage. 

Dr.  Shaeffer’s  work  today,  like  that  of 
everyone  at  the  21-bed  Red  Bird  Hos¬ 
pital,  is  heavily  laced  with  the  practice 
and  profession  of  Christian  faith.  _ 

“I  talk  about  the  patients’  health  and 
their  souls.  I  talk  about  the  Lord,  but  I 
don’t  always  talk  about  the  church,"  he 
said.  Dr.  Shaeffer  explained  that  many 
people  in  the  hills  live  by  the  Bible  and 
are  quite  religious  but  do  not  attend 
worship  services  because  many  think 
participation  in  an  organized  church 
unnecessary  for  leading  a  religious- 
oriented,  Christian  life. 

“I  think  someone  would  have  a  hard 
time  coming  (to  work  at  Red  Bird), 
without  a  real  interest  in  helping  people 
find  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,”  he  said. 

"We  pray  with  our  patients  in  their 
rooms.  We  pray  with  patients  before  they 
go  to  surgery,  and  we  try  to  pray  with 
them  before  they  have  their  babies  ...  if 
there’s  time.” 


When  asked  about  the  difference  in 
what  a  missionary  doctor  at  Red  Bird  is 
paid  and  what  a  physician  with  Dr. 
Shaeffer’s  credentials  as  a  member  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Family 
Physicians  might  expect  to  make  had  he 

P*  Pij^j 


"Doc"  Shaeffer,  as  he’s  known  around 
Red  Bird,  has  been  physician,  friend  and 
“one  of  us"  to  the  mountain  people  here 
for  36  years. 

UMR  PHOTO  BY  JOYCE  HOPKINS 


gone  into  private  practice,  he  shakes  his 
head  and  grins.  “But  I  might’ve  lost  my 
soul,"  he  laughs,  had  he  ignored  his  call 
to  this  ministry. 

‘You  can’t  turn  ’em  out’ 

Sometimes  people  along  the  Red  Bird 
River  need  medical  care,  he  said,  but 
have  no  money,  insurance  or  public 
assistance  like  Medicaid.  They  know, 
however,  that  they  are  welcome  at  the 
mission  hospital  where  they  will  be 
treated  for  little  or  no  charge. 

“If  someone’s  life  is  in  your  hands,  you 
can’t  turn  ’em  out,”  Dr.  Shaeffer  said 
with  feeling.  “The  folks  here  are  not  just 
my  patients.  They  are  my  friends.” 

Dr.  Shaeffer,  while  not  planning  to 
retire  any  time  soon  despite  turning  68 
this  year,  said  Red  Bird  does  have  some 
unmet  needs,  including  another 
physician  and  a  nurse-midwife. 

“I  feel  we  practice  a  good  brand  of 
medicine  here,"  he  said.  The  hospital, 
while  small  and  without  the  more 
expensive  diagnostic  equipment,  is  well 
equipped,  he  explained. 

A  doctor  at  Red  Bird,  he  says,  “has  the 
opportunity  for  freedom  in  how  to  carry 
on  his  or  her  Christian  practice.  I  think  a 
person  would  have  great  satisfaction 
from  working  here,  especially  if  you  feel 
strongly  you’d  like  to  be  a  missionary.” 

-JOYCE  HOPKINS 


CLASS 

IFIED  | 

THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas.  1-800-255-9612;  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103;  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road.  San  Antonio,  TX  78240. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  Including  Rome,  Athens,  Egypt, 
Israel,  July  28  —  Aug  16, 1982  $2,079.00  Group  hosted 
by  District  Superintendent.  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence, 
4192  Tattenham  Way,  Boise,  ID  83704. 

TAKING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  a  position  in  a 
Methodist  Church  of  1,000  members.  The  duties  will 
be:  adult  and  children's  choirs,  handbell  choirs, 
youth  work.  The  salary  is  negotiable  depending  on 
qualifications  and  experience.  It  is  possible  that  this 
work  may  be  separated  into  two  part-time  jobs. 
Work  to  start  at  least  by  September  L  Inquiries  may 
be  made  by  writing  to  1501  Sycamore,  Clovis,  NM 
88101,  or  by  calling  (505  )  763-3461 

PART-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Directci 
needed  at  First  United  Methodist  in  Elyria,  Ohio. 
Contact  Rev.  John  R.  Hendricks.  312  Third  St., 
Elyria,  Ohio  44035. 

FOR  SALE:  House,  1  bedroom,  1  bath,  living,  large 
kitchen,  large  closet  with  window,  on  paved  road 
near  Methodist  Assembly,  Lake  Junaluska.  Details: 
write  Wrigley,  104  Blink  Bonny  Dr.,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786 

HOUSING  AT  1962  WORLD'S  FAIR  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Knoxville 
area  will  provide  sleeping  space  in  church  buildings 
for  church  groups.  For  a  list  of  participating 
churches  and  accommodations,  write  Knoxville 
District  Office,  3606  Western  Avenue,  Knoxville,  TN 
37921. 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST  Accommodation:  210 
Casey  Ave.,  Central  City,  CO  80427,  Box  154  ('*  mile 
from  St.  Sames  UMC).  Nature  hike  at  7  a.m. 
(optional)  Continental  Breakfast  at  8:30  a.m.  Private 
breakfast.  Private  entrance,  l  single  bed  &  Castro 
convertible  for  2.  Cost  for  24  hours  —  $25.  Telephone: 
(303  )  582-5906. 

PRODUCE  A  COOKBOOK  for  your  church  or 
organization.  Write  for  brochure.  Nicollet  Cookbook 
Service,  421  2nd  St.  NW,  Pipestone,  MN  56164.  Phone 
(507  )  825-5469. 

WANTED:  Good  used  working  P.A.  system  —  not 
over  $100.  Illiana  Heights  United  Methodist  Church. 
Contact  Mrs.  Gertrude  Buchanan,  R.R.  #1,  Box  462, 
Momence,  HI.  60954,  (815  )  472-4173. 

CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS' 

Efficient  Pastor's  Study  $19.95.  Mailing 
Label/Directory  $59.95.  Orders  or  free 
specifications:  Exodus  Computing,  1326A  7th 
Avenue,  Honolulu.  HI  96816.  Money  Back  Guarantee. 

ONE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO’S  oldest  residence  clubs 
for  women  is  seeking  a  refined  woman  with  strong 
administrative  and  management  skills  to  be  the  head 

20%  DISCOUNT!  Choral/Organ  miBic  -  any 
publisher.  Order  before  July  15;  receive  before 
September  1.  Loser's  music,  Box  616,  Lebanon,  PA 
17042  Write  "Summer  Stock"  on  your  order! 

receptionist.  Duties:  evening  receptionist. 
Responsible  for  operating  switchboard,  training, 
modifying  and  scheduling  the  receptionists,  Private 
suite,  meals  and  salary.  Relocate  to  San  Francisco, 
Nob  Hill  area.  Position  open:  9-1-82. 

FOR  SALE:  BELLS,  Carillons,  Chimes.  Hand  Bells, 
Towers.  Contact  J  Berrien  Minter,  2817  Brookdale 
Avenue,  Louisville,  KY 40220.  (502  )  459-3223. 

WANTED:  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Ministries.  Church  of  1,200  near  San  Antonio. 

WORLD'S  FAIR  HOUSING.  Rent  2  bedrooms  (twin 
beds  in  each)  plus  kitchen  for  $60  a  night  at  Lake 
Junaluska  Call  (704  )  464-8422.  K.  M.  Johnson. 

directly  with  youth.  Salary  negotiable  between 
$13,000  and  $15,000.  Contact  Rev.  David  C.  Paul,  710 
North  Austin  Street.  Seguin,  Texas  78155;  phone 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 
estates,  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403. 

AREA  EPISCOPAL  OFFICE:  Implementing  step 
four  of  my  proposed  schedule  for  the  bicentennial 
promotion,  using  the  Historical  Biography,  Bishop 
Francis  Asbury:  Field  Marshal  of  the  Lord  as  a 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves 
You."  19<;  100.  $18.00  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  21«; 
100,  $20.00.  Poems,  "Cross  in  My  Pocket,"  2«.  Plus 
postage.  Crosses  —  2, 1313  Falls  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
27609 

background  tool,  I  remind  your  Office  to  send  me  the 
list  of  District  Superintendents  and  their  addresses 
of  your  Area,  including  any  new  Superintendents.  It 
will  take  me  most  of  the  summer  to  get  the  2,000 
Order  Forms  to  the  D.S.'s.  Pastors:  Suggest  you 
order  a  copy  of  the  book  for  evaluation  before  your 
Charge  Conference  Send  the  list  to:  Dr.  W.  G. 
Smeltzer,  700  South  Alton  Way,  Denver,  Colo.  80231 . 

TOUR  ISRAEL  WITH  Egypt  option.  November  1982 
through  April  1983  departures.  Tour  host:  Bob 
Sanders,  1317  Academy  Circle,  Arlington,  TX  76013. 

ISRAEL,  JORDAN,  Greece,  Greek  Island  Cruise. 
October  8-24,  1982  Deluxe  tour.  Escorted  by  :  Rev, 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX 
75214.  Brochure  available. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  -  PART-TIME  POSITION 
located  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  1,400-member 
congregation  with  50-voice  adult  choir,  possible 
youth  choir  in  the  future.  Contact  Mrs.  Diann  Pritt 
c/o  Christ  UMC.  2375  East  3300  South,  Salt  Lake  City. 

WANTED:  ENTHUSIASTIC,  spiritually  committed 

worker  in  areas  of  music  and  youth  with  Christian 
Education  training  for  500-member  growing, 
evangelical  United  Methodist  Church.  Salary 
negotiable,  Send  resume  to  K.  M  Hagenbuch,  c/o 
Weslev  United  Methodist  Church.  3308  South  St.. 
Erie.  PA  16510. 

Utah  84109. 

POSITION  OPEN  for  Director  of  Music  and 
Children's  Ministries.  Fulltime.  Church  membership 
1,200.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  522,  Gallatin,  TN 
37066. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION,  United 
Methodist  Temple.  Port  Arthur.  Texas  Emphasis  on 
youth  and  children's  ministries.  Salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  Rev  Ben  Chamness,  P  O  Box  3435, 
Port  Arthur.  Texas  77640. 

FIRST  UMC.  Napa,  California,  is  interested  in 
purchasing  20  Basic  Christian  Beliefs  by  Frederick 

C.  Grant.  UMW  study  book,  i960.  Contact  William  L. 
McCord.  625  Randolph  St.,  Napa,  CA  94559  Phone 
(707)253-1411. 

ALASKA  NEW  CHURCH  Advance  Special  «931 131-4 
needs  you!  349  gifts  of  $100  will  pay  off  land,  help 
start  first  building!  Campbell  Lake/Bayshore  UMC. 
3421  Perenosa  Bay  Drive.  Anchorage,  Alaska  99502, 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 
with  Dr.  Charles  Allen,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  901  Clay  St.,  Houston,  TX  77002. 
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Pastor’s  School  to  Feature  Courses 
In  Administration,  Counseling,  Bible 


“Grasp  the  Handles:  Practical  Realms  of  Ministry" 
will  be  the  theme  for  Pastor's  School,  July  12-15  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

The  four-day  school  classes  in  three  subject  areas : 
“Counseling  for  High  Level  Wellness,”  “Church 
Administration:  Leadership  in  the  Local  Church”  and 
“Bible  Studies:  Old  Testament.” 

Pastor’s  School  is  sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  as  a  Continuing  Education  event. 
This  year,  it  provides  20  hours  of  participation  for  a 
possible  credit  of  two  CEU’s  (Continuing  Education 
Units).  Each  participant  must  decide  whether  to 
attend  one,  two  or  three  classes  for  CEU  credit,  the 
Counseling  and  Administration  courses  for  one-half 
credit  and  the  Bible  Studies  course  for  one  credit. 

Two  requirements  must  be  met  to  receive  credits. 
Attendance  at  the  classes  and  evaluation  test  given  by 
the  teacher  at  the  end  of  the  course  are  the 
requirements. 

Teaching  the  counseling  course  will  be  Dr.  Henry  C. 
Blount  Jr.  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Blount  will  explore  techniques,  models 
and  approaches  in  counseling  with  parishioners 
including  Cognitive  Therapy,  Transactional  Analysis, 


Stress  Reduction  and  Gestalt.  He  has  his  D.Min.  from 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  the  field  of  Pastoral  Care  and 
Counseling. 

Dr.  Julius  E.  Del  Pino  is  a  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Assistant  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology  in  Church 
Administration  at  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  He  will  teach  the  Church  Adminis¬ 
tration  course  with  Foundations  in  Leadership  styles 
and  Methods  applicable  to  church  systems  plus  the 
theory  and  practice  of  church  administration  and  how 
they  shape  the  total  church  life.  The  “how  to” 
questions  will  be  grounded  in  the  theology  of  the  church 
and  its  ministries.  He  received  his  Ph.D.  in  Religion 
from  Northwestern  University. 

Teaching  Bible  Studies  will  be  Dr.  W.  J.  A.  Power,  a 
professor  of  Old  Testament  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  SMU  in  Dallas,  Texas.  Power  will  share 
expertise  on  the  Old  Testament.  An  ordained  Episcopal 
Priest,  he  received  his  Ph.D.  in  Hebrew  from  the 
University  of  Toronto.  His  interests  include  Near 
Eastern  Languages  and  Palestinian  Archaelogy. 

The  Rev.  Beverly  Sawyer  will  preach  the  evening 
worship  service. 

Associate  pastor  at  Pulaski  Heights  United  Method¬ 


ist  Church  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  Sawyer  is  an  ordained 
elder  in  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Conference.  She 
received  her  Master’s  Degree  in  Theology  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU.  She  is  active  in 
Little  Rock  Community  activities  and  serves  on  the 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

Registration  for  the  school  is  from  10  a. m.  to  12:30 
p.m.,  July  12. 


Dr.  Henry  Blount 


Dr.  Julius  E.  Del  Pino 


/A 

Dr.  W.  J.  A.  Power 


The  Rev.  Beverly  Sawyer 


Two  CEUs 
Required 

Effective  January  1982,  two  Continuing 
Education  Units  are  required  each  year  for 
pastors  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

One  CEU  is  composed  of  ten  contact  hours  of 
participation  in  an  approved  Continuing 
Education  experience.  A  typical  contact  hour 
would  be  a  50-minute  classroom  instructional 
session,  or  its  equivalent. 

CEUs  awarded  by  the  following  are  acceptable 
by  Continuing  Education  Committee:  Any 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  or  Institution 
offering  CEUs  (Centenary,  Dillard,  Pastor’s 
School,  etc.),  any  seminary  approved  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Questions  about  any  Continuing  Education 
courses  other  than  the  above  can  be  directed  to 
the  Conference  Continuing  Education 
Committee,  c/o  the  Rev.  Deen  Thompson,  406 
Mardale,  West  Monroe,  LA  71291. 


175  Years 

Oak  Ridge  to  Celebrate  Ministry 


Oak  Ridge  United  Methodist  Church 


The  Oak  Ridge  United  Methodist  will 
celebrate  175  years  of  ministry  July  18, 
with  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  giving 
the  sermon. 

On  September  20,  1806,  the  Western 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  met 
in  East  Tennessee  with  Bishop  Francis 
Asbury  present.  Among  other  actions 
and  appointments,  Elisha  W.  Bowman 
was  appointed  to  the  newly  formed 
Washita  (Ouachita)  Circuit.  When  he 
arrived  in  Prairie  Jefferson  (now  Oak 
Ridge),  he  found  12  committed 
Christians  and  organized  the  first 
Methodist  Society  north  of  Alexandria. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  there  has 
been  a  Methodist  ministry  in  North 
Louisiana. 

The  present  sanctuary  was  built  in 
1859.  It  has  undergone  several  major 
renovations  and  additions.  The  building 
was  used  during  the  Civil  War  as  a  place 


for  wounded  soldiers.  The  modem 
structure  has  been  maintained  in  good 
taste  as  one  means  of  showing 
appreciation  for  the  heritage  of  faith 
passed  on  for  six  generations. 

A  dinner  on  the  lovely  grounds  under 
the  massive  oak  trees  will  follow  the 
service.  The  congregation  of  100 
members  has  been  planning  and  working 
for  several  months  to  make  this  a  gala 
event  and  thus  say  thanks  to  their 
ancestors  for  keeping  their  faith  intact 
through  the  trying  times  of  isolation,  war 
and  general  hardship. 

The  congregation  has  dedicated  the 
offering  to  be  received  to  Century  III,  a 
new  program  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  to  purchase  land  on  which 
new  congregations  may  build  their 
church. 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson  is  pastor. 


National  President 
To  Speak  to  UMM 


Kenneth  L.  Weatherford 


Kenneth  L.  Weatherford,  national 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Men,  will  be  the  featured  speaker  at  a 
conference-wide  banquet  for  United 
Methodist  Men  July  9. 

The  banquet  will  be  sponsored  by 
the  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Fellowship  and  will  cost  $10  per 
person. 

Dillard  University’s  Kearny  Hall 
will  be  the  site  of  the  banquet, 
beginning  at  7:30  p.m.  and  a  coffee 
hour  for  the  wives  and  guest  of  the 
district  and  local  presidents  will  be 
held  at  6:30  p.m. 

A  native  of  Georgia,  Weatherford 
has  held  the  office  of  district 
president,  conference  treasurer  and 
conference  president  in  the  North 
Georgia  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men. 

He  is  presently  a  member  of  the 
Prospect  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lawrenceville,  Ga.,  and  holds  several 
positions  in  that  church. 

For  further  information  on  the 
banquet,  contact  Jim  Wilson  at  987- 
6316,  or  Wadsworth  Davis  at  282-4259. 


Convocation  Held 
On  Black  Church 


Black  United  Methodists  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  will  gather  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  July  9  and  10  for  a 
Convocation  on  the  Black  Church. 

Sponsored  by  the  Jurisdiction  Inter- 
Ethnic  Committee,  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  and  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  event  is  themed 
“Liberating  United  Methodism  in  the 
Black  Community.” 

Bishop  Ernest  Dixon  of  the  Southwest 
Texas  Area  will  be  the  keynote  speaker 
on  Friday  evening. 


Closing  sermon  will  be  delivered  by 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  of  the  Missouri  Area, 
at  noon  on  Saturday. 

Five-person  teams  from  black  local 
churches  are  expected  to  take  part  in  the 
event  on  the  campus  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Philander-Smith  College.  All 
Black  bishops,  district  superintendents, 
conference  staff  persons,  general  and 
jurisdictional  board  representatives  and 
conference  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  chairpersons  have  also  been 
invited. 
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Around  The  Conference 


Coushatta  Groups 
Active  in  Summer 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Coushatta  experienced  a  “Resurrection 
Celebration,”  or  the  reorganization  of  a  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en’s  Group  which  had  been  inactive  for  approximately  10  years. 

A  special  program  for  the  occasion  included  the  enrollment  of 
22  new  members. 

New  officers  were  installed  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  R.  E. 
Carter 

The  Youth  of  the  church  are  also  experiencing  a  renewal  of 
interest  under  the  new  direction  of  Bob  and  Sandra  Mangham 

A  trip  to  Eureka  Springs  is  being  planned  for  late  summer 
and  all  are  working  hard  to  try  to  earn  expenses  for  the  trip. 
Among  their  many  activities  are  baby-sitting  jobs  and  Odd  Jobs 
Days. 

First  Street  UMM 


Support  YCS 


The  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans 
selected  Morris  H.  Sawyer  Sr.  as  “Father  of  the  Year”  June  20. 

The  “Father  of  the  Year”  presentation  is  an  annual  tribute, 
coordinated  by  the  United  Methodist  Men. 

First  Street’s  United  Methodist  Men  also  recently  sponsored 
an  “Italian  Spaghetti  and  Meatball”  dinner  on  behalf  of  the 
Summer  Vacation  Bible  School  and  as  a  pre-fund  raising 
activity  for  Men’s  Day  to  be  held  in  August. 

“It  was  a  huge  success,”  according  to  Amos  Taylor  Jr., 
president. 

Britt  Hawkins,  vice-president,  reported  that  the  dinner  netted 
the  group  over  $1 ,400. 

The  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  pastor. 

Franklin  Holds 
Successful  VCS 

An  average  of  100  attended  Daily  Vacation  Church  School  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Franklin  with  Mrs.  David 
Drinkwater  as  the  director. 

A  love  offering  was  taken  and  sent  to  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital  in  New  Orleans. 

At  the  close  of  the  sharing  program,  the  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  held  a  benefit  ice  cream  social. 

The  Rev.  Ira  Robinson  is  pastor. 

104  Averaged 
At  Westlake  VCS 

Vacation  Church  School  at  Westlake  United  Methodist 
Church  averaged  104,  with  ill  beng  the  highest  attendance. 

Patrice  Herring  served  as  principal  for  the  June  14-18  school. 

A  culmination  service  with  190  present  featured  a  dinner  on 
the  grounds  and  exhibits  by  each  class. 

Offerings  taken  at  the  school  went  to  the  Heifer  Project  Inter¬ 
national. 

The  Rev.  Ted  Standley  is  pastor. 


TV 

Ministry 

Update 


Reports  from  around  the  conference  indicate  the  first 
television  broadcast  via  satellite  produced  by  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  was  a  success. 

Pastors  and  laity  responded  with  excitement  over  the  June  20 
telecast  of  the  consecration  service  and  open  house  of  the  new 
Area  Headquarters  building  in  Baton  Rouge. 

It  was  an  historic  moment  for  United  Methodist  churches  in 
Louisiana  to  be  linked  in  a  state-wide  communications  system. 

The  next  conference-wide  broadcast  will  be  designed  to  assist 
church  school  teachers  and  classes  in  a  new  series  called  “The 
Early  Church.”  Pastors  of  churches  with  downlinks  have  been 
invited  to  a  special  training  session  during  Pastor’s  School  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  new  series. 

Special  broadcasts  on  Sunday,  July  25,  at  3  p.m.  and  Monday, 
July  26,  at  7:30  p.m.  offer  orientation  and  instruction  for 
teachers  in  adult  church  school  classes  for  the  new  series, 
which  starts  Sunday,  Aug.  1. 

Details  on  the  new  series  and  future  broadcasts  will  be 
announced  soon. 
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Membership  losses  and  the  future 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  KEPOKTER 


Preliminary  indications  from  the  just- 
completed  round  of  73  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  are  that  our 
denomination’s  total  membership 
declined  again  during  1981,  and  at  a  rate 
greater  than  that  of  the  previous  year 
(SeeUMR,  July  2). 

This  development  apparently  conflicts 
with  an  analysis  prepared  for  denomin¬ 
ational  leaders  earlier  this  year  which 
suggested  that  our  church’s  membership 
decline  has  almost  “bottomed  out,”  and 
that  we  soon  can  expect  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  membership  to  begin  growing 
again.  That  projection  appeared  to  us  to 
be  overly  optimistic  when  we  heard  it, 
and  more  so  now. 

If  there  is  anything  encouraging  to  be 
found  in  the  latest  statistical 
compilation,  it  is  that  20  of  the  73  annual 
conferences  reported  some  degree  of 
membership  growth  during  1981,  up  from 
15  in  1980.  That  fact,  along  with 
indications  that  many  more  conferences 
are  reaffirming  the  desirability  of 
growth  and  developing  concrete 
strategies  for  achieving  it,  hint  at  the 
possibility  of  a  reversal  in  United 
Methodism’s  trend  toward  an  annual 
membership  decline. 

That  possibility  will  not  be  realized, 
however,  until  a  broadly-based  change  of 


attitude  and  outlook  first  takes  place 
across  the  church.  Attitudes  are  not  easy 
to  change  —  particularly  in  cases  where 
ways  have  been  found  to  rationalize  that 
indications  of  failure  are  actually 
indications  of  success. 

We  are  not  about  to  advocate  a  revival 
of  any  sort  of  “numbers  game” 
mentality,  where  statistical  gains  in 
membership  become  the  church’s 
primary  goal.  That  would  be  a 
perversion  of  the  Christian  gospel.  We 
believe  it  is  past  time  to  recognize, 
however,  that  we’ve  already  been 
playing  a  kind  of  “numbers  game”  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  for  more  than  a 
decade  now,  and  there  is  every  indication 
that  we  are  losing  it. 

Our  denomination  total  now 
apparently  has  dropped  below  9.5  million 
members  after  an  inflated  peak 
exceeding  ll  million  in  1968.  If  the  trend 
of  recent  years  continues,  we  can  expect 
to  be  a  denomination  of  less  that  9  million 
members  by  the  end  of  this  decade. 

Unless  we  have  convinced  ourselves  of 
the  equally  perverse  notion  that  such 
quantitative  losses  are  in  no  sense 
related  to  the  qualitative  faithfulness  of 
our  witness  to  the  Christian  gospel,  the 
need  for  effective  remedial  action  in  our 
church  membership  attitudes,  strategies 
and  trends  should  be  self-evident. 


JULY  9. 1982 


Here  I  Stand 


South  Africa’s  ‘snail’s  pace’  effort 
on  racism  is  a  ‘galling’ experience 


THEVOXILDtJAVE  MOVED 
>tOVf^AlNS,  IF  THEYCOULD 
HAvf  KmD  4  WAV^JPOIN^ 
S$METHlhi£)  POSITIVE  WHILE 
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By  KAZUYOSHI  KAWATA 
I  recently  went  to  Cape  Town,  South 
Africa  to  give  a  paper  at  a  biennial 
conference  on  water  pollution  research. 
Cape  Town  is  a  beautiful  place.  The 
city,  nestled  around  the  Table  Mountain 
off  the  sparkling  Atlantic  Ocean,  its 
clean  streets  and  manicured  median 
strips  down  the  main  street,  its  blend  of 
historic  buildings  with  modern  hotels  and 
office  buildings,  all  give  a  sense  of  wealth 
and  prosperity. 

In  spite  of  this  beauty  there  are, 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

‘Source  of  all  Power’ 
provides  magnetic  force 


‘Performance  rating’  plan  has  merit 


A  system  devised  to  measure 
“performance  levels”  of  local  churches 
by  a  retired  minister  in  Western 
Pennsylvania  will  not  magically 
transform  United  Methodism  from  a 
denomination  losing  members  to  one 
gaining  members  (See  UMR,  July  2  and 
preceding  editorial).  It  does  represent  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  however,  and 
we  consider  it  a  potentially  valuable  tool 
in  the  shaping  of  a  brighter  future  — 
statistically  and  otherwise  —  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Cecil  Kelley's  system  grew 
out  of  the  dual  convictions  that  God 
expects  “performance”  from  persons 
who  profess  to  be  Christians,  and  that 
United  Methodism  has  placed  too  little 
emphasis  on  congregational 
“performance,"  thereby  allowing  a 
church’s  leaders  to  avoid  facing  up  to  the 
relative  excellence  or  failure  of  their 
efforts.  Several  years  and  hundreds  of 
hours  of  effort  later,  Mr.  Kelley’s 
“performance  rating”  system  emerged 
with  an  upfront  goal  of  putting  “a  widely 
seen  finger  on  both  excellence  and 
incompetence.” 

Mr.  Kelley’s  system  has  the  benefit  of 
ranking  congregational  “performance” 
in  several  categories  —  including  new 
members  gained,  attendance  at  Sunday 
School  and  worship,  members  retained, 
per-capita  giving  and  giving  to  missions 
—  so  that  each  congregation’s 
"performance”  can  be  com  pa  red 'with 
the  “performance”  of  others.  And  as  Mr. 
Kelley  has  recently  demonstrated,  his 
congregational  “performance  ratings” 
can  be  combined  so  as  also  to  provide 
comparative  "performance  ratings”  for 
districts  and  annual  conferences. 

Like  any  system  of  statistical 


measurement,  this  one  has  its 
limitations,  and  must  be  seen  as  a  means 
rather  than  an  end-in-itself.  Common 
sense  must  be  included  in  our 
assessment  of  relative  performance.  For 
example,  a  small  loss  of  membership  in 
an  area  where  the  population  is  declining 
may  represent  a  relatively  better 
“performance”  than  a  small 
membership  gain  in  an  area  of  the  Sun 
Belt  where  the  total  population  is 
growing  rapidly. 

We  could  doubtless  debate  for  eternity 
the  question  of  whether  the  categories 
chosen  by  Mr.  Kelley  are  the  best  ones 
for  rating  how  well  a  Christian 
congregation  is  fulfilling  its  mission.  If 
we  spend  very  much  time  dwelling  on  his 
system’s  limitations,  however,  we  are 
likely  to  miss  its  point.  We  find  it  difficult 
to  imagine  how  anyone  could  contend  that 
the  results  revealed  by  Mr.  Kelley’s 
rating  system  lack  real  significance.  The 
most  telling  single  evidence  of  the 
system’s  merit  may  be  the  way  in  which 
“it  particularly  nettles  the  lazy  and 
careless  because  they  can  be  seen  so 
easily  on  the  chart.” 

We  do  not  relish  the  thought  of 
embarrassing  those  whose  performance 
is  relatively  weak,  nor  would  we  want 
those  whose  performance  is  relatively 
strong  to  become  self-satisfied.  We  do 
consider  it  a  Christian  obligation  to 
measure  our  performance  against  the 
claims  God  has  placed  upon  us  both  as 
individuals  and  as  the  Body  of  Christ. 
Until  someone  designs  a  better  tool  for 
measuring  the  relative  effectiveness  of 
congregational  performance,  we  believe 
Mr.  Kelley’s  system  is  worth  careful 
usage  and  further  refinement  by  denomi¬ 
national  and  congregational  leaders. 


No  pot  of  gold  lay  at  the  end  of  our  9 
a.m.  race  from  the  opening  gates  across 
the  70-acre  grounds  of  the  World’s 
Energy  Fair  in  Knoxville,  Term.  What  we 
raced  for,  like  horses  running  on  Derby 
Day,  were  tickets  to  the  two  best  shows  of 
the  fair  —  a  performance  by  a  traditional 
Korean  dance  troupe  and  China’s 
pavilion  packed  with  art  treasures. 
(Even  without  the  dance,  the  Korean 
pavilion  excels). 

These  two  hottest  attractions  under  the 
fair’s  gleaming  Sunsphere  have  little  to 
do  with  the  fair’s  theme  and  emphasis  on 
alternative  forms  of  energy,  or  even  with 
energy  conservation.  They  have  to  do, 
rather,  with  ancient  and  vastly  intricate 
spiritual  forces  that  energize  a  culture 
and  its  people. 

While  these  two  exhibits  best  succeed 
in  showing  the  spirit  of  their  cultures,  the 
runner-ups,  as  my  family  judged  them, 
deserve  a  tip  of  the  hat:  Japan,  the 
United  States,  Saudi  Arabia  and  Canada. 
What  is  displayed  in  these  exhibits,  in 
addition  to  their  obvious  energy 
concerns,  are  values,  the  history,  the 
force  of  religious  belief,  the  lifestyle  and 
the  visions  of  these  peoples. 

Predictably,  the  power  sources  that 
move  civilizations  get  short  shrift  at  the 
fair.  After  all,  its  purpose  is  focused  on 
keeping  the  lights  on.  There  are  miles  of 
exhibits  loaded  with  information  about 
every  imaginable  kind  of  physical  ener¬ 
gy:  fusion,  hydro,  wind,  nuclear,  geo¬ 
thermal,  solar,  coal,  oil,  natural  gas,  etc. 

One  has  to  pick  one’s  way  between 
mostly  uninspired  architecture,  musical 
sideshows,  endless  multi-media  slide 
shows  and  a  carnival  atmosphere.  But 
fairgoers  are  being  drawn  —  as  by  a 
magnet  —  to  the  exhibits  where  the 
source  of  human  creativity  and  energy  is 
acknowledged. 

This  Source  is  unashamedly  identified 
as  God  at  some  spots  in  this  otherwise 
secular  exhibition.  One  such  place  is  The 
Churches’  Presence  at  the  World’s  Fair 
—  an  ecumenical  exhibit  wedged 
between  displays  by  Union  Carbide  and 
the  State  of  Tennessee. 


Ms.  Mielke 

During  less  than  20  minutes  inside  the 
“presence,”  viewers  hear  declared  that 
“God  created  everything  .  .  .  that  the 
same  power  that  was  at  Creation  was  in 
Jesus  and  is  now  for  everyone  .  .  .  that 
that  awesome  energizing  power  now 
resides  in  us  ...  His  body  ...  to  love,  to 
forgive,  to  grow,  to  look  for  Him  in  those 
we  meet .  .  .” 

One  side  of  me  wonders  if,  in  the  vast 
mathematics  of  the  universe,  an 
equation  exists  to  justify  the  enormous 
expenditure  of  human  energy  and 
resources  on  an  event  such  as  a  World’s 
Fair.  Yet  I  do  know  that  millions  of 
people  —  including  me  and  the  other 
members  of  my  family  —  are  drawn  to 
such  events.  I  also  know  that  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  million  visitors  to  the 
“presence”  already  have  heard  a  direct, 
Christian  witness  .  .  .  and  that  getting  in 
touch  with  the  source  of  all  power  is 
energizing. 

“Follow  me,"  Jesus  says  to  His 
listeners  at  the  Knoxville  fair,  “and  you 
shall  receive  power.”  That  Power  can 
energize  our  world,  our  future,  our  lives. 
I  believe  it. 

-  SHARON  R.  MIELKE 


however,  signs  that  things  are  not  as 
beautiful  within  as  people  would  like  it  to 
be.  At  the  railroad  station  is  a  sign  on  a 
door  “for  non-whites  only.”  The  railway 
cars  are  segregated.  We,  who  were 
guests  in  the  country,  did  not  need  to 
mention  apartheid.  So  conscious  were 
the  South  Africans  of  it,  that  if  a 
conversation  was  sustained  for  any 
length  of  time,  they  would  bring  up  "our 
problem,”  as  they  called  it.  They  were 
not  too  proud  of  their  government’s 
practice  of  preventative  detention 
without  any  explanation  or  charges  being 
brought.  About  this  they  whispered. 
English  newspapers  —  “The  Argus”  and 
"The  Cape  Times"  —  carried  numerous 
articles  and  editorials  on  “our  problem.” 

During  the  week  of  my  stay  there,  54 
blacks  were  holding  a  fast  in  the  city’s 
beautiful  St.  George’s  Cathedral  to  get  a 
hearing  from  the  government  to  their 
demands  of  “the  right  to  live  as  families 
in  the  Western  Cape  and  to  be  recognized 
as  true  children  of  God.”  The 
government  in  justifying  its  denial  of  the 
rights  of  blacks  to  live  in  white  South 
Africa  would  term  them  “gastarbeiter,” 
i.d.  “guest  worker,"  a  term  normally 
used  for  citizens  of  foreign  countries 
working  in  the  country.  The  irony  is  that 
there  are  4.2  million  non-whites  who  live 
in  South  Africa.  The  workers  among  them 
are  truly  “gastarbeiters,”  but  they  enjoy 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  white  South 
Africans.  The  government’s  policy  is 
clear,  but  its  logic  is  difficult  to  accept. 

District  six  was  another  news  item 
given  prominence  in  the  newspapers. 
There  were  debates  in  the  Parliament 
going  on.  District  six  is  a  section  of  the 
city  of  Cape  Town.  It  was  occupied  for 
many  years  by  the  Coloureds  —  the  South 
African  term  for  mixed  race.  Since  it  is 
close  to  the  business  district,  over  the 
years  of  development  the  district 
became  a  very  valuable  real  estate.  The 
government  with  its  policy  of  keeping  the 
best  for  the  whites  mounted  an  urban 
renewal  program  and  moved  the 
Coloured  population  out  under  the  Group 
Areas  Act.  It  is  today  renovating  the 

My  Witness 


Dr.  Kawata 
buildings  in  the  district  and  is  offering 
homes  to  white  buyers  at  government 
subsidized  rates.  A  “Cape  Times” 
editorial  termed  the  action  “a  shame.” 
An  accompanying  article  called  the 
project  “the  rape  of  District  Six.” 

Ludicrous  was  a  news  item  from  Port 
Elizabeth.  The  Pollock  Beach  there  is  for 
whites  only.  During  the  Christmas 
holiday  of  1981,  28  persons  were  arrested 
and  charged  and  256  others  were  warned 
to  leave  this  beach  because  of  their  color. 
However,  for  three  days  from  April  1, 
1982  the  article  said  that  the  ban  was 
suspended  for  the  South  African  Surf 
Lifesaving  Championship.  Two  predom¬ 
inantly  black  clubs  taking  part  in  the 
championship  contest  were  to  have 
unfettered  use  of  all  facilities  for  three 
days  after  which  blacks  can  again  be 
removed,  arrested,  prosecuted  and  fined 
for  being  there.  The  news  item  adds  a 
quote  from  a  progressive  member  of 
Parliament  —  “all  this  highlights  the  sad 
and  sick  situation  we  find  ourselves  in  as 
a  result  of  the  government  policy.  ” 

I  went  to  South  Africa  with  a  sense  of 
mixed  emotions  because  of  what  I  had 
read  about  the  apartheid  policy  and 
because  of  my  strong  belief  in  the  Social 
Creed  of  my  church,  as  it  brings  Chris¬ 
tian  principles  to  bear  on  race  relations 
and  other  issues.  We  in  the  U.S.  have  had 
our  apartheid  in  the  past,  but  we  have 
come  a  long  ways  in  bringing  down  bar¬ 
riers  to  social  equality  of  minorities.  _ 

In  South  Africa,  it  is  the  minority  that 
controls,  and  in  the  control  there  is  no 
subtlety  involved.  The  signs  are  there  for 
the  visitor  to  see  readily.  South  Africa 
has  moved  to  righting  some  of  the 
inequalities,  but  the  snail’s  pace 
progress  in  today’s  age  of  enlightenment 
must  be  galling  to  many  people.  It 
certainly  is  to  me. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  the  UMR  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contributor. 
Dr.  Kazuyoshi  Kawata,  is  a  member  of 
Towson  UMC  of  Baltimore,  Maryland 
(Baltimore  Annual  Conference). 


Choosing  right  side  of  fence  brings  peace 


By  ESTHER  A.  SEITZ 

When  I  was  a  young  girl  at  home  I  was 
asked  to  speak  at  the  young  people's 
meeting  at  a  Sunday  evening  service.  I 
said  “No,  I  Can’t  because  I  have  never 
spoken  in  public.”  The  lady  who  asked 
me  said  she  knew  I  could  but  I  felt  that  I 
couldn’t.  After  awhile  I  said  “All  right, 
I’ll  try.”  What  should  I  use  for  my 
subject?  A  little  later  the  answer  came 
as  I  thought  of  the  topic  “On  the  fence.” 

I  can’t  remember  exactly  what  I  said 
to  the  young  people  that  night,  but  I  do 
know  what  I  would  say  today  if  talking  on 
this  subject.  The  first  thing  I  would  say 
is,  you  can’t  stay  on  a  fence  for  very  long 
as  it  is  most  uncomfortable.  You  would 


have  to  get  on  one  side  or  the  other  in  a 
short  time.  Along  this  same  line,  you 
can’t  serve  two  masters.  One  might  say, 
“I  am  a  good  fellow,  I  go  to  church  on 
Sunday,  I  teach  a  Bible  Study  group  to 
young  people,  I  stay  for  worship,  sing  in 
the  choir  and  even  help  to  count  the 
offering.  I  even  go  to  the  evening  service, 
I’m  O.K.”  On  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  the 
rest  of  the  week,  this  same  person  will 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  die  world, 
drinking  and  going  places  a  Christian 
should  not  go,  and  saying  things  a 
Christian  shouldn’t. 

You  can’t  do  that;  you  are  on  the  good 
side  of  the  fence  serving  Christ  every  day 
or  the  other  side  serving  the  evil  one. 
When  you  choose  the  good  side  it  brings 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Christian  attitudes  must  go  beyond  ‘giving  to  receive’ 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Lawrence  Brown  advocates  a 
“change  of  attitude”  in  the  June  11  issue 
“Here  I  Stand”  column.  To  that  I  say, 
"So  be  it!”  Jesus’  ultimate  teaching  and 
example  was  one  of  sacrifice,  and  I 
believe  that  Christians  today  must  be 
challenged  to  imitate  Christ’s  willingness 
to  be  crucified  at  any  point  where  the 
alternative  is  disobedience  or  disloyalty 
to  God.  The  change  of  attitude  that  Mr 
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Brown  is  calling  for  must  apply  not  only 
to  poverty  and  everyday  lifestyle,  but 
toward  such  issues  as  nuclear  armament 
as  well. 

I  am  pleased  that  Mr.  Brown  has 
reminded  us  of  Paul's  admonitions  and 
Jesus’  teachings.  But  even  the  change  that 
Mr.  Brown  calls  for  has  linkages  to  the 
change  from  which  we  still  need 
liberation.  Mr.  Brown  keeps  saying,  “IN 
ORDER  TO  GET  ...  IN  ORDER  TO 
RECEIVE  we  must  give  ...  the  way  TO 
BE  LOVED  is  to  love.” 

I  believe  that  the  needed  attitude- 
change  must  be  even  deeper.  We  do  not 
give  in  order  to  receive  —  we  must 
simply  give  —  risk  —  sacrifice  — 
because  God  has  already  given  and 
sacrificed.  The  important  thing  is  NOT 
what  we  can  get  out  of  it  for  ourselves,  or 
what  God  will  give  us  in  return.  With 
knowledge  of  the  depth  and  vastness  of 
God’s  love,  how  can  we  do  less? 

Janice  Houser 
Tonganoxie,  Kansas 

Mr.  Brown  lives  simple  life 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  word  of  thanks  for  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  headlined  “Attitude  and 
lifestyle  change  is  one  way  of  dealing 
with  poverty”  by  Larry  Brown  (See 
UMR,  June  11).  I,  too,  share  Larry’s 
concern  for  a  simpler  lifestyle  on  the  part 
of  all  of  us  who  consider  ourselves 
disciples  of  Jesus. 

I  want  to  point  out  that  Larry  not  only 
writes  about,  but  lives,  a  simple  life.  We 
have  known  Larry  and  Betty  since 
college  days  and  had  the  privilege,  a 
little  over  a  year  ago,  of  sharing  in  their 
home  in  Ponta  Grosa,  Brazil.  They  are  a 
couple  of  great  missionaries  who  we  can 
be  proud  are  part  of  our  church’s 
outreach.  They  are  beloved  by  the  people 
of  Brazil  because  they  really  identify 
with  them. 

Thank  you  for  giving  Larry’s  vision 
this  kind  of  visibility. 

V.  E.  Maybray 
Wilmore,  Kentucky 

Unionization  of  general 
agency  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  comment  on  the  article 
headlined  “Mission  board  workers  claim 
union  preferred”  in  the  June  11  issue  of 
the  Reporter. 

This  concerned  some  employees  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 


Global  Ministries  choosing  to  have  the 
United  Auto  Workers  Union  represent 
them  in  collective  bargaining. 

I  am  very  disappointed  in  hearing  or 
reading  about  these  employees  wanting 
to  go  union.  This  means  higher  pay, 
shorter  hours,  and  more  benefits  all  for 
less  work.  I  don’t  like  to  see  our  church’s 
members  gifts  supporting  unions. 

What  about  the  long  hours  our 
ministers  and  mission  people  put  in? 
Also,  I  think  of  the  numerous  hours  of 
volunteer  time  our  members  freely  give, 

I  see  no  reason  to  have  labor  unions 
involved  —  dictating  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  or  any  other  church. 
Should  the  employees  feel  underpaid; 
then  they  should  seek  a  better  paying 
position  elsewhere.  If  that  is  not 
available,  then  they  must  be  receiving 
the  normal  rate  for  that  type  of  position. 

As  a  layman,  I  certainly  hope  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  directors  can 
avoid  any  connections  with  any  union. 

WayneA.Trichler 
Yates  Center,  Kansas 

Whatdo  UMC.  UMR 
really  stand  for? 

To  the  Editor: 

For  several  years  I’ve  read  your 
editorials  and  “Letters  to  the  Editor,”  as 
well  as  special  articles,  looking  for 
something  the  United  Methodist  Church 
stands  for.  So  far,  the  only  conclusion 
I’ve  reached  from  it  all  is  that  “the  only 
unforgivable  sin”  as  far  as  the  UMC  is 
concerned  is  to  believe  the  Bible. 

If  you  think  back  on  the  editorials  for 
the  past  few  years,  I  believe  you  will  find 
you  have  defended  everybody  except 
those  who  are  fundamentalists.  And  if 
Christians  band  together  to  defend  the 
morality  of  our  nation  as  best  we  know 
how,  using  the  Bible  as  our  guide,  why 
does  the  United  Methodist  Church  fault 
us?  It  sure  beats  wringing  our  hands  and 
crying  over  the  sin  and  misery  in  our 
nation. 

For  a  denomination  that  prides  itself 
on  being  broad-minded,  how  can  they  be 
so  narrow-minded  where  the  believers  in 
the  truth  of  the  Bible  is  concerned?  I 
would  like  to  see  something  in  your  paper 
for  those  of  us  who  took  our  church  vow 
seriously  that  said  we  believe  in  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments. 

We  pride  ourselves  on  being  an  open- 
minded  church;  perhaps  so  open-minded 
that  it  has  lost  all  sense  of  direction.  Isn't 


it  strange  that  our  “open-mindedness” 
has  gotten  us  so  messed  up  when 
“straight  and  narrow”  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  keeps  people  from 
messing  up  their  lives ! 

Kay  Heitmann 
Houston,  Texas 

Thanks  for  ‘one’  bishop 

To  the  Editor: 

One  section  of  the  Christian 
community  should  be  happy  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  at  least  one 
bishop  who  “thinks  it  is  wrong  to  ordain 
or  appoint  a  homosexual  as  a  pastor  of  a 
local  United  Methodist  Church”  (See 
UMR,  June  18). 

May  his  type  be  increased. 

G.  Weldon  Gatlin 
Gallatin,  Tennessee 

Creadon  ism:  A  real  hassle! 

To  the  Editor: 

The  dispute  about  scientific  creation¬ 
ism  has  evolved  into  a  real  hassle! 

It  seems  strange,  indeed,  that  an  argu¬ 
ment  about  instantaneous  creation 
should  have  been  so  long  developing.  To 
have  any  credibility  at  all,  the  argument 
itself  would  have  had  to  hit  the  world  of 
scientific  and  theological  inquiry  full 
blown;  with  a  “big  bang”  as  it  were. 

But  the  question  has  grown  more  com¬ 
plex  with  each  succeeding  generation  of 
the  species.  One  begins  to  wonder  if  even 
the  Spirit  of  God  hovering  over  the 
chaotic  thought-world  of  fundamental- 
schism  can  create  an  orderly  approach 
to  faith. 

Only  time  will  tell! 

Roy  Bassett 
Hamilton,  Texas 

Are  Protestants  really 
committed  to  ‘the’ church 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently  we  stayed  at  Walt  Disney 
World  for  a  few  days  which  included 
Sunday.  We  asked  about  Protestant 
church  services  and  were  told  that  they 
were  held  in  the  Polynesian  Village  at  9 
a.m.  We  got  there  a  little  early,  in  time  to 
see  the  Catholic  Christians  leaving  after 
their  service.  There  must  have  been  a 
couple  of  hundred  people. 

We  went  in  for  the  Protestant  service. 
At  the  starting  time,  there  were  six  of  us. 
Ten  or  fifteen  minutes  into  the  service,  the 
congregation  had  grown  to  its  peak  of  13. 

I  don’t  believe  in  a  quantity 


competition  with  our  religious  groups, 
but  this  does  make  me  wonder  about  the 
quality  of  interest  and  dedication  of  the 
combined  Protestant  population. 

This  incident  raises  a  lot  of  questions. 
One  of  them  might  be  whether  our 
individual  commitment  is  to  “A”  church 
(one  building  and  congregation)  or 
“The”  church  (all  Christians  combined 
as  the  body  of  Christ) . 

Is  there  a  problem  here?  If  so,  from 
where  should  an  attempt  at  a  solution 
come? 

George  W.  Kluhsmeier 
Zelland,  Florida 


joy  and  peace  to  your  heart  because  you 
have  Jesus  to  go  to  in  prayer.  He  answers 
our  prayers  and  we  can  be  a  blessing  to 
others.  We  pass  this  way  only  one  time 
and  if  we  miss  the  opportunity  to  do  some 
one  good,  bring  a  smile  on  the  face  of  one 
who  is  suffering,  we  lose  out.  But  if  we 
take  those  opportunities  we  can  feel  the 
presence  of  Christ. 

I  had  a  very  dear  friend  who  was  very 
ill  and  depressed.  One  day  I  went  tb^see 
her  and  she  was  crying.  I  asked  what  was 
wrong  and  she  said,  “No  one  cares  for  me; 
I  wish  I  could  go  to  sleep  and  forget 
everything.”  I  know  she  was  a  good 
person  but  somehow,  for  a  short  time, 
she  lost  her  faith  and  wanted  to  die.  I  told 
her  that  Jesus  loves  her  and  so  did  I.  I 
was  deeply  touched  and  in  my  heart  I 
prayed  for  her.  Did  it  help?  Yes,  in  a 
little  time  she  smiled  and  said  that  she 
knew  Jesus  cared. 

I’m  almost  89  years  old  and  have  seen 
many  folks  helped  by  a  smile  or  a  hand 
shake  and  the  words  “God  Bless  You.” 
What  is  in  our  future  if  we  live  and  do  the 
teachings  of  our  Lord?  We  will  have 
eternal  life.  So  walk  the  narrow  road^ 
choose  the  right  side  of  the  fence  and 
peace  will  be  yours.  Choose  the  other  side 
of  the  fence  and  the  world’s  pleasures 
will  be  yours  for  a  season  and  then  lost. 
You  can’t  sit  on  the  fence;  you  can’t  serve 
two  masters.  On  which  side  are  you? 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Esther  A. 
Seitz,  is  from  Snellville,  Georgia. 
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IFIED 

1982  WORLD'S  FAIR  —  Rent  a  Smokey  Mountain 
Chalet  or  apartment  convenient  to  the  Fair  for  less 
than  motel  room  with  Methodist  discount.  Free 
brochure.  Chamberlains.  4305  McCampbell  Ln.. 
Knoxville.  TN  37918,  (615)  688-5506. 

GROUPS.  STAY  AND  SAVE  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort.  Rt.  1,  Eureka  Springs,  AR  72632,  (501) 
253-8418.  Tickets  to  the  Great  Passion  Play  (May- 
Oct.)  lodging,  meals  and  recreation  just  $17  each. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed  for 
large  metropolitan  church  with  strong  youth 
program  Trained,  experienced  person  needed.  Send 
resume:  George  Shepherd,  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  222  NW 
15th,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73103. 

SAVE  10%  ON  FALL  DIRECTORY  by 
computerizing  your  mailing  list  by  July  15.  The  Word 
Works,  P.  O  Box  38451,  Dallas,  TX  75238,  (214  )  348- 
2888. 

WANTED:  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Ministries.  Church  of  1,200  near  San  Antonio. 
Develop  Sunday  School  in  all  age  levels  Work 
directly  with  youth.  Salary  negotiable  between 
$13,000  and  $15,000.  Contact  Rev  David  C.  Paul,  710 
North  Austin  Street,  Seguin,  Texas  78155;  phone 
512-379-4112. 

WANTED.  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION,  please  call  or  send  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  100  Southeast  2nd  Ave  , 
Fort  Lauderdale.  FL  33301.  Att:  Mrs.  Carol  Eldridge, 
(305)463-3758. 

POSITION:  ASSOCIATE  PROGRAM 

COORDINATOR  for  Hispanic  Development,  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  For  information  and  applications  write  to: 
Program  Coordinator,  Rocky  Mountain  Conference, 

POSITION  OPEN  for  Director  of  Music  and 
Children’s  Ministries  Fulltime.  Church  membership 
1,200.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  522,  Gallatin  TN 
37066. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUTH  MINISTRY 
for  a  growing  suburban  church  In  the  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee  area  Membership  —  1,200.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Hixson  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  45,  Hixson,  TN  37343 

TAKING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  a  position  in  a 
Methodist  Church  of  1,000  members.  The  duties  will 
be:  adult  and  children's  choire,  handbell  choirs, 
youth  work.  The  salary  is  negotiable  depending  on 
qualifications  and  experience.  It  is  possible  that  this 
work  may  be  separated  into  two  part-time  jobs. 
Work  to  start  at  least  by  September  1.  Inquiries  may 
be  made  by  writing  to  1501  Sycamore,  Clovis,  NM 
88101,  or  by  calling  (505)  763-3461. 

WANTED:  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  for  Covenant  United 
Methodist  Church  in  southeast  Houston.  Call 
(713)991-5527  for  appointment. 

WORLDS  FAIR  LODGING  (Available  now). 

Immaculate  3  BR  furnished  home,  close-in.  two  to 
three  families  or  church  groups  permissible. 
$50/night.  Phone  (615  )  966-4194. 

CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS: 
Efficient  Pastor’s  Study  $19.95.  Mailing 
Label/Directory  $59.95.  Orders  or  free 
specifications:  Exodus  Computing.  1326A  7th 
Avenue,  Honolulu.  HI  96816.  Money  Back  Guarantee. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director/Minister 
Wanted:  Lay  or  ordained  with  DCE/Seminary 
training.  3-5  years  full-time  experience  preferred,  to 
sene  in  a  growing  and  dynamic  multi-staff  church 
of  2,100  members.  Attractive  salary  and  community 
setting,  beginning  Fall/Winter  '82.  Send  resume  s  to: 
CE  Search  Committee.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  501  E.  Capital,  Springfield,  IL  62701. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  including  Rome,  Athens,  Egypt, 
Israel.  July  28  -  Aug  16,  1982.  $2,079  00  Group  hosted 
by  District  Superintendent.  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence, 

4192  Tattenham  Way.  Boise,  ID  83704 

WORLD  S  FAIR  HOUSING.  Rent  2  bedrooms  (twin 
beds  in  each)  plus  kitchen  for  $60  a  night  at  Lake 
Junaluska  Call  (704  )  464-8422.  K  M  Johnson 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 
estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  -  PART-TIME  POSITION 
located  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  1,400-member 
congregation  with  50-voice  adult  choir,  possible 
youth  choir  in  the  future.  Contact  Mrs.  Diann  Pritt 
c/o  Christ  UMC,  2375  East  3300  South,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah  84109.  | 

ISRAEL,  JORDAN,  Greece,  Greek  Island  Cruise. 

October  8-24,  1982.  Deluxe  tour  Escorted  by:  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis.  Dallas,  TX 
75214.  Brochure  available. 

HOUSING  AT  1962  WORLD’S  FAIR  in  Knoxville. 
Tenn.  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Knoxville 
area  will  provide  sleeping  space  in  church  buildings 
for  church  groups.  For  a  list  of  participating 
churches  and  accommodations,  write  Knoxville 
District  Office,  3606  Western  Avenue,  Knoxville,  TN 
37921. 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  Holy  Land  Trip 
with  Dr  Charles  Allen,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  901  Clay  St.,  Houston,  TX  77002. 

JULY  ».  19S2 
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Top  attention  given  peace,  growth 

UMC’s  73  annual  conference  sessions  reveal  church  trends 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

The  “external”  issues  of  peace  and 
disarmament  and  the  “inhouse”  issues 
of  church  growth  and  development, 
homosexuality,  and  ministers’  pensions 
seemed  to  engage  United  Methodism’s  73 
annual  conferences  more  than  any  other 
topics  during  their  1982  sessions. 

The  sessions,  which  began  in  early 
May  and  ended  in  late  June,  are  made  up 
of  virtually  an  equal  number  of  lay  and 
clergy  voting  members.  The  actions  of 
any  one  annual  conference  are  not 
binding  on  any  other  conference. 

The  above  assessment  of  common 
trends  and  themes  among  the  con¬ 
ferences  is  based  on  reading  reports  in 
annual  conference  editions  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  Newscope,  the  weekly  news¬ 
letter  for  United  Methodist  leaders.  The 
latter  compiles  a  brief  summary  of 
actions  by  each  conference,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  United  Methodist  News  Service. 

“Nuclear  freeze”  was  the  phrase  most 
repeated  in  conference  actions  having  to 
do  with  disarmament,  peace,  nego¬ 
tiations  and  related  issues  like  the  United 
Nations  Second  Special  Session  on  Dis¬ 
armament  which  was  meeting  even  as 
many  conferences  got  together. 

No  conference  called  on  the  U.S.  to 
take  unilateral  action  to  stop  producing 


Rumor 

halt 

called 

CINCINNATI  —  Several  nationally 
prominent  religious  leaders  here 
called  for  an  end  to  the  spread  of 
“malicious  and  totally  false”  rumors 
about  The  Procter  &  Gamble 
Company.  The  release  of  the 
statements  is  the  latest  action  by  P&G 
to  stop  the  spread  of  the  unfounded 
rumors  that  its  corporate  “moon  and 
stars”  trademark  is  a  satanic  symbol 
signifying  a  company  connection  with 
satanism  or  devil  worship. 

The  stories,  which  have  been 
around  for  more  than  two  years, 
typically  report  that  a  P&G  executive 
discussed  satanism  on  a  nationally 
televised  talk  show.  Producers  of 
each  of  the  programs  mentioned  in 
the  stories  have  confirmed  that  no  one 
from  Procter  &  Gamble  has  appeared 
on  their  program.  In  recent  months 
the  problem  has  escalated  and  the 
company  now  is  receiving  more  than 
12,000  calls  each  month  about  the 
Hvpor.  '  *' K 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Emerson 
Colaw  said,  “When  I  heard  this 
rumor,  I  was  amazed  that  anyone 
could  even  consider  such  a  story 
about  a  company  as  responsible  as 
Procter  &  Gamble.  I  spent  many 
years  in  Cincinnati  and  came  to  know 
Procter  &  Gamble  and  its  employees. 
These  stories  are  totally  false  and 
unfortunate.” 

William  G.  Black,  Bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  Southern  Ohio 
said,  “Many  employees  are  active  in 
our  church  and  have  been  generous 
church  supporters,  going  all  the  way 
back  to  the  founding  fathers  in  the 
1800’s.” 

The  trademark  is  a  circular  design 
featuring  a  man-in-the-moon  figure 
looking  out  over  a  field  of  thirteen 
stars.  According  to  P&G,  the  trade¬ 
mark  has  been  used  since  1850  and 
was  officially  registered  in  1882.  The 
symbol  evolved  over  the  years  from 
simple  markings  on  crates  of  Star 
Candles,  an  early  Procter  &  Gamble 
product,  and  evolved  to  a  formal  de¬ 
sign  showing  a  man-in-the-moon,  a 
popular  figure  of  the  1800’s,  and  thir¬ 
teen  stars  representing  the  original 
colonies. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  host  of  the 
national  television  and  radio  pro¬ 
gram,  “Old  Time  Gospel  Hour,”  said, 
“Christians  have  a  responsibility  to 
know  the  truth  before  spreading 
stories  and,  in  this  case,  the  truth  is 
there  is  no  story  to  tell .  ’  ’ 


nuclear  armaments  or  to  destroy  exist¬ 
ing  stockpiles.  Most  common  were  calls 
for  a  bi-lateral  nuclear  freeze  by  the  U.S. 
and  the  USSR.  Some  conferences 
widened  the  “freeze”  call  to  include  all 
nuclear  nations,  and  some  widened  the 
call  to  all  nations. 

The  word  “freeze”  appeared  in  reso¬ 
lutions  adopted  by  at  least  60  con¬ 
ferences.  Many  approached  the  issue  by 
voting  support,  commendation,  endorse¬ 
ment  or  other  favorable  disposition 
toward  the  Pastoral  Letter  distributed 
across  United  Methodism  this  spring  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops.  That  letter,  which 
the  bishops  proposed  be  read  aloud  in  all 
United  Methodist  congregations  and 
which  was  reprinted  in  full  in  many 
denominational  publications  including 
all  editions  of  the  Reporter,  calls  on  the 
U.S.  and  the  Soviet  Union  to  halt  the 
manufacture  of  nuclear  weapons,  reduce 
current  supplies  of  nuclear  arms,  and 
agree  upon  adequate  verification 
procedures. 

Related  actions  by  conferences  in¬ 
cluded  the  Kansas  East  conference  plan 
to  provide  resources  to  local  churches  on 
the  subject  of  a  nuclear  freeze;  the  North 
Texas  conference  vote  to  spend  $10,000  to 
publicize  United  Methodist  support  for 
disarmament  in  the  public  media;  and 
the  Northern  Illinois  conference’s  call  for 
U.S.  senators  to  “repent  for  their  support 
of  military  expenditures  while  at  the 
same  time  voting  to  reduce  the  budgets 
of  the  poor.” 

The  Pacific  Northwest  conference 
action  called  for  classes  on  peacemaking 
to  be  held;  the  Southern  New  England 
conference  adopted  a  four-year  plan  to 
enable  local  churches  to  be  “peace 
churches”;  the  Troy  conference  desig¬ 
nated  “peace  coordinators”  within  each 
district  and  “peace”  offerings  as 
Advance  Specials,  and  the  Western  New 
York  conference  commended  the 
peace  efforts  of  Evangelist  Billy 
Graham. 

President  Reagan  was  commended  by 
several  conferences  for  his  peace  efforts 
and  condemned  by  none.  Several  voted  to 
send  copies  of  their  peace  resolutions  to 
the  President. 

Church  growth  gets  big  boost 

Efforts  to  start  new  congregations,  to 
stimulate  congregational  growth  and 
development,  as  well  as  re-development 
of  churches  in  transitional  areas 
captured  the  attention  of  at  least  45  con¬ 
ferences  across  the  denomination. 

These  were  seen  as  especially  sig¬ 
nificant  in  the  light  of  several  years  of 
relative  inattention  by  many  conferences 
to  this  need,  accompanied  by  steadily-de¬ 
clining  membership  (see  editorial  in  this 
issue  and  see  UMR,  July  2) . 

Two  methods  primarily  are  used  to 
finance  the  efforts. 

One  method  which  at  least  18  con¬ 
ferences  began  using  this  year  is  gen¬ 
erally  known  as  the  “builders’  club.” 
This  method  calls  for  a  number  of 
persons  to  agree  to  give  a  specified 
amount  of  money  a  certain  number  of 
times  per  year  each  time  there  is  a 
“call”  to  support  the  builders'  club. 

The  Texas  conference  is  using  a 
double  barrelled  approach.  It  is  seeking 
11,000  persons  to  pledge  to  give  $15  to 
each  of  three  “calls”  during  the  year  and 
seeking  65  persons  to  give  $1,000  one  time 
each.  This  totals  $560,000  per  year  for 
church  growth  and  development. 

Other  annual  goals  for  builders’  clubs 
include  $300,000  in  the  East  Ohio  con¬ 
ference,  $480,000  in  the  Kansas  East  con¬ 
ference,  $150,000  each  in  the  New  York 
and  Kentucky  conferences,  $50,000  in  the 
North  Carolina  conference,  $450,000  in 
the  Central  Texas  conference,  $300,000  in 
the  North  Georgia  conference  and 
$225,000  in  the  North  Texas  conference. 

Another  method  for  funding  con¬ 
gregational  growth  and  development  is 
through  capital  funds  campaigns.  These 
are  usually  major  multi-year  cam¬ 
paigns. 

Campaign  goals  and  durations  include 
the  Florida  conference,  $8.5  million, 
three  years;  the  Pacific  Northwest  con¬ 
ference,  $3.35  million  in  three  years,  with 
$2.2  million  received  in  pledges  as  the 
campaign  enters  its  second  year;  the 
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Pacific  and  Southwest  conference,  $4 
million  between  1984  and  1986,  and  the 
Virginia  conference,  $1  million  in  1983  in¬ 
cluding  $400,000  through  voluntary  gifts 
and  $600,000  through  apportionments. 

Church  growth  and  development  cam¬ 
paigns  are  not  related  to  other  fund¬ 
raising  objectives  in  most  conferences 
but  are  linked  with  campaigns  for 
camps,  pensions,  and  other  efforts  in 
some  conferences. 

Church  growth  is  not  altogether  an 
emphasis  rediscovered  for  1983  as  illus¬ 
trated  by  the  fact  that  the  73  conferences 
reported  chartering  66  new  con¬ 
gregations  in  1981,  41  of  them  ethnic 
minority  churches.  The  largest  identi¬ 
fiable  ethnic  minority  group  among  these 
66  are  21  new  Korean  congregations.  The 
next  largest  identifiable  group  were  15 
Hispanic  congregations. 

Homosexuality  widely  debated 

Homosexuality,  particularly  as  it  re¬ 
lates  to  the  ordination  or  appointment  of 
ministers,  was  an  issue  discussed  in  at 
least  18  conferences.  The  general  tone  of 
this  year’s  adopted  resolutions  was  to 
seek  to  strengthen  or  make  more  explicit 
the  language  in  the  “Book  of  Discipline” 
regarding  both  the  Social  Principles 
section  on  homosexuality  and  the  stipu¬ 
lation  as  to  whether  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  may  be  ordained  or  retain 
ordination. 

Four  conferences  adopted  what 
amounted  to  petitions  to  the  1984  General 
Conference  seeking  specific  prohibitions 
against  ordaining  and/or  appointing 
homosexuals.  The  North  Georgia  con¬ 
ference  was  among  those  wanting 
strengthened  language,  but  it  also 
wanted  the  legislation  written  “in 
language  understandable  by  all  United 
Methodists.”  The  South  Georgia  con¬ 
ference  wants  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  require  that  practices  regard¬ 
ing  ordination  of  homosexuals  be  uni¬ 
formly  administered  in  all  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  conference, 
where  the  appointment  of  a  self-avowed 
homosexual  led  to  the  filing  of  accusa¬ 
tions  against  the  resident  bishop  during 
the  past  year,  referred  the  issue  to  local 
churches  for  a  year’s  further  study.  The 
Yellowstone  Conference,  headed  like  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference  by  Bishop 
Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.,  petitioned  the 
General  Conference  to  broaden  its  state¬ 
ment  on  human  sexuality  to  read,  “We  do 
not  condone  the  practices  of  fornication, 
adultery,  or  sexual  promiscuity  by  any 
person,  heterosexual  or  homosexual,  and 
consider  these  practices  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.”  The  Discipline 
currently  mentions  only  homosexuality. 

Pensions  claim  attention 

Ministerial  pensions  —  an  issue  which 
has  come  up  in  annual  conferences  for 
the  past  several  years  as  most  attempt  to 
make  up  for  years  of  inadequate  current 
funding  of  future  pension  claims  —  again 
was  prominently  on  the  agenda  of  some 
23  conferences  this  year.  Many  con¬ 
ferences  are  in  the  midst  of  multi-year, 
multi-million-dollar  pension  fund-raising 
campaigns. 

Pension  campaigns,  like  those  for 
church  growth  and  development, 
sometimes  are  approached  separately 
and  sometimes  grouped  with  other 
efforts.  Among  the  pensions-only  efforts 
the  largest  successes  were  in  the  Louis¬ 
ville  conference,  which  raised  $5.5  million 
in  three  years— the  most  mohey  the  con¬ 
ference  has  raised  for  any  purpose— and 
the  Oklahoma  conference,  which  raised 
$10  million  in  pledges  against  a  $7.8 
million  goal.  The  Southwest  Texas  confer¬ 
ence  named  a  full-time  person  to  seek 
payments  on  pledges  made  in  previous 
years. 

Legal  ties  sorted  out 

Several  conferences  voted  to  try  to 
clarify  legal  relationships  between  them¬ 
selves  and  their  hospitals  and  homes. 
This  continued  a  trend  set  four  or  five 
years  ago  when  the  Pacific  and  South¬ 
west  conference  became  embroiled  in 
bankruptcy  proceedings  involving  con¬ 
ference-related  Pacific  Homes.  That  con¬ 
ference,  incidentally,  celebrated  the  fact 
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that  churches  had  raised  $10.5  million  for 
the  reorganization  of  the  Pacific  Homes 
and  that  the  conference  had  been 
dismissed  from  all  Pacific  Homes  liti¬ 
gation. 

The  same  conference  was  asked  this 
year  to  approve  a  $10  million  campaign 
for  pensions,  congregational  develop¬ 
ment  and  conference  programs.  A  con¬ 
ference  task  force  noted  that  these  pro¬ 
grams  had  been  victims  of  deferment  or 
reduction  in  recent  years  because  of  the 
Pacific  Homes  issue.  The  conference  not 
only  adopted  the  $10  million  proposal  but 
added  $1  million  for  camps  —  making  a 
total  of  $11  million  it  hopes  to  raise  in 
capital  funds  between  1984-86. 

Some  conferences  acted  to  reaffirm 
their  relationships  and,  in  some  cases, 
their  financial  commitments  to  colleges 
and  universities.  Others  voted  special 
campaigns  to  build  or  improve  con¬ 
ference  camping  facilities. 

The  Louisiana  conference  announced 
that  it  now  has  50  satellite  “downlink” 
receivers  as  part  of  its  state-wide  tele¬ 
vision  system  based  at  the  “uplink” 
(transmitter)  facilities  of  the  First  UMC 
in  Shreveport.  The  Nebraska  conference 
voted  to  move  toward  a  satellite  TV 
system. 

Conference  actions  on  most  other 
subjects  were  too  diverse  to  be  tallied.  As 
always,  most  conferences  began  with  the 
singing  of  “And  Are  We  Yet  Alive”  and 
ended  by  singing  “A  Charge  to  Keep  I 
Have.”  Conferences  also  recognized 
ordained  members  retiring  from  the 
active  ministry,  memorialized  deceased 
members  and  their  spouses,  ordained 
new  classes  of  deacons  and  elders,  and 
heard  appointments  read  and/or  had 
them  printed  for  the  denomination’s 
approximately  30,000  ordained  clergy. 


United  Methodists  swing  into  summer  activities 


Children  of  every  age  find  it  hard  to  resist  a  swing  on  a  long  rope  under  a  shady  tree. 
With  the  annual  conference  season  completed  (see  story  on  this  page)  many  United 
Methodists  are  taking  advantage  of  both  learning  and  recreational  activities  at 
church  sponsored  camps  and  schools  of  Christian  mission  this  summer  (see  story 
below ) .  TENNESSEE  REPORTER  PHOTO 


Provocative  women-led  mission 
studies  reach  into  most  churches 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Few  United  Methodists  today  can  tell 
you  that  centuries  of  bird  droppings  on 
the  nation  of  Nauru  have  enabled  the 
8,000  residents  to  achieve  the  highest  per 
capita  income  in  the  Pacific  Islands  —  or 
that  80  percent  of  the  3.5-mile-long  and 
2  5-mile-wide  island  is  devoted  to  mining 
the  phosphorus-rich,  air-dropped  legacy. 

But  by  next  winter,  a  surprising 
number  of  persons  —  mostly  women  —  in 
many  congregations  will  not  only  know 
such  obscure  facts  but  be  conversant  on 
key  international  issues  related  to  the 
Pacific  Islands. 

That  won’t  happen  by  accident. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  organi¬ 
zation  last  month  began  a  massive  edu¬ 
cational  effort  that  over  the  next  year 
will  involve  tens  of  thousands  of  persons 
in  schools  of  Christian  mission.  The 
three  topics  this  year  are  “People  of  the 
Pacific  Islands,”  Christian, unity  and  the 
book  of  Hebrews. 

The  schools  always  include  a  study  of  a 
geographic  area  which  helps 
participants  learn  how  the  denomination 
is  involved  in  missions  there  and  about 
the  indigenous  church. 

Mission  to  Americans 

Such  studies  are  not  just  about 
missions  to  other  people  but  missions  to 
American  Christians  who  —  if  they  are 
educated  about  problems  in  the  foreign 
mission  area  —  may  be  able  to  change 
business  and  government  policies  that 
are  a  hindrance  to  others  knowing  the 
fullness  of  being  children  of  God,  said  a 
leader  at  one  of  the  mission  schools  this 
summer. 

Consequently,  the  study  of  the  Pacific 
Island  encourages  participants  not  only 
to  learn  the  economic  fact  that  people  on 
an  island  live  off  guano  deposits,  but  also 
to  question  whether  the  people  benefit 
overall  and/or  are  fairly  compensated 
from  such  international  trade. 

Participants  also  will  be  taught  that 
along  with  the  Christian  faith  —  which  a 
large  percentage  of  the  islanders 
embrace  —  have  come  aspects  of 
Westernization  which  some  island 
Christians  say  threaten  to  destroy  the 
natural  lifestyles  and  values  of  the 
islanders. 

For  decades,  these  schools  of  mission 
—  not  limited  to  women  —  have  been  held 
annually  to  provide  literature  and 
teaching  which  then  become  foundation 
knowledge  for  Christian  action  and 
spiritual  growth  for  a  significant  portion 
of  local  churches’  leaders. 

“We  prepare  a  lot  of  minds,”  Bishop 
Jesse  R.  DeWitt  says  about  the  schools. 
“These  schools  are  the  front-line  of 
leadership  in  our  denomination.  They 
deal  with  issues  on  the  cutting  edge  and 
create  a  climate  not  available  anywhere 
else  in  the  church.” 

Bishop  DeWitt  of  Chicago,  president  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  says  that  “if  you  look  at  the 
major  issues  in  the  schools  through  the 
years,  you’ll  find  that  most  were  in  the 
forefront  of  world  news  when  the  schools 
were  held  or  within  a  year,  even  though 
the  subjects  were  chosen  four  years  in 
advance. 

“I  believe  there  has  been  a  leading  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  choosing  the  topics,” 
Bishop  DeWitt  says. 

Ruth  Daugherty,  president  of  United 
Methodist  Women,  says  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  “would  not  be  what  it  is 
today  without  these  schools.” 

Last  month,  five  regional  schools 
trained  the  teachers  who  this  month  and 
next  will  teach  approximately  28,000 


United  Methodists  —  primarily  lay 
persons  —  in  week-long,  intensive  study 
sessions  in  all  73  annual  conferences. 

Those  participants  in  turn  will  take  the 
three  studies  back  to  their  local 
churches.  Various  kinds  of  classes  will  be 
held  in  the  majority  of  the  30,000  con¬ 
gregations  with  active  United  Methodist 
Women  units  —  based  on  past  practice. 

The  effect  in  local  churches  often  is 
controversial  and  occasionally  ex¬ 
plosive.  And  that  is  as  should  be 
expected,  Ms.  Daugherty  says,  since 
United  Methodist  Women  traditionally 
has  been  “at  the  forefront  of  change  and 
controversy.  We  have  to  be  at  the 
frontier.  We  can’t  let  others  dictate  what 
changes  should  be.” 

Cutting  edge  not  easy 

Some  of  the  women  at  one  of  the 
regional  schools  noted  that  it  isn’t  easy 
being  on  the  cutting  edge. 

“It’s  fine  to  sit  here  at  a  regional  school 
and  talk  about  this,”  said  one  woman  in 
the  midst  of  a  discussion  about  the 
“transgressions”  of  trans-national  cor¬ 
porations  against  the  Pacific  Islands. 
“But  our  church  is  full  of  executives 
from  IBM  and  Bell  Helicopter,  etc.  They 
pay  the  pledges  and  fill  the  offices  at  our 
church.  And  they  really  get  upset  when 
we  have  a  study  like  this." 

“Some  of  us  sleep  with  trans-national 
corporation  people,”  said  another 


woman  amidst  laughter  at  the  reference 
to  her  husband. 

A  school  leader  answered,  “Maybe  you 
need  to  minister  to  these  people  in  your 
churches  —  wound  them  on  these 
points.” 

Besides  corporate  “oppression,”  the 
study  materials  state,  the  chief  cause  of 
concern  among  Pacific  Island  Chris¬ 
tians,  is  the  extensive  use  of  their  part  of 
the  world  for  military  installations,  nu¬ 
clear  testing  and  the  dumping  of  radio¬ 
active  wastes  by  major  outside  nations 
including  the  United  States.  Pacific  Is¬ 
land  churches  call  for  a  “nuclear-free 
Pacific,"  the  materials  state. 

Church  members  in  a  democratic  so¬ 
ciety  need  some  place  where  difficult 
questions  can  be  raised  and  issues 
tackled,  Ms.  Daugherty  says,  and  the 
mission  schools  serve  that  need. 

She  expresses  little  sympathy  for 
persons  who  might  feel  that  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  is  providing  a  kind  of  one¬ 
sided  indoctrination  on  issues  that  leaves 
out  the  views  held  by  many  other  church 
members.  The  mission  studies  belong  to 
the  whole  denomination,  she  says,  and 
other  organizations  in  the  local  churches 
—  such  as  United  Methodist  Men  —  could 
wrestle  with  the  issues  and  contribute  to 
the  overall  debate  within  the  church. 

“But  the  women  are  the  only  ones  who 
really  do  anything  with  the  studies,"  Ms. 
Daugherty  says. 


25  groups  pick  topics 
for  annual  studies 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  The  people  who  pick 
the  topics  and  literature  for  schools  of 
mission  (see  above  story)  know  their  job 
is  important  because  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  persons  will  be  affected,  says 
Ward  Kaiser,  editor  of  the  literature. 

Not  only  does  the  literature  permeate 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  but  it  is 
being  used  by  24  other  denominations, too. 

The  decisions  are  made  by  leaders  of 
the  25  “user”  denominations.  They  work 
under  the  umbrella  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  here. 

The  interdenominational  group  this 
summer  is  trying  to  pick  two  topics  for 
1986. 

It  already  chose  the  two  for  1985: 
“Native  Peoples  of  North  America”  and 
“The  Earth  is  the  Lord’s,”  a  study  on  the 
environment  and  natural  resources.  The 
present  task  is  to  determine  the  authors 
who  will  write  the  literature. 

Authors  currently  are  busy  writing  the 
material  for  the  1984  schools  which  will 
feature  studies  of  Korea  and  “Swords 
into  Plowshares.” 

And  the  1983  books  on  Central  Africa 
and  “The  World’s  Uprooted"  are  being 
edited  so  they  can  be  published  early 
next  year  in  time  for  teachers  to  prepare 
for  regional  mission  schools  next 
summer. 

This  process  as  been  going  on  for  some 
80  years,  Mr.  Kaiser  says.  Since  the 
1960s,  the  pattern  has  been  to  choose  one 
study  on  a  geographic  region  and  another 
on  a  general  mission  issue. 

Each  of  60  agencies  of  the  25  denomi¬ 
nations  is  asked  to  recommend  topics 
along  with  a  rationale.  In  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  General  Boards  of 
Discipleship,  Global  Ministries  and 
Church  and  Society  participate. 

The  National  Council’s  Committee  on 
Education  for  Mission  —  composed  of 


representatives  of  the  25  denominations 
—  considers  those  nominations  and  ones 
submitted  from  participants  at  missions 
schools.  Two  recommendations  in  each 
category  are  then  submitted  to  the 
denominations’  agencies.  Each  denomi¬ 
nation  gets  one  vote  which  amounts  to  a 
sort  of  non-binding  straw  vote. 

A  task  force  is  set  up  to  search  for 
authors  who  have  “the  experience  to 
interpret  and  are  doing  seminal  thinking 
on  the  subject,”  Mr.  Kaiser  says. 

Last  year,  the  fledgling  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy  criticized  the 
mission  school  literature  on  Europe  as 
being  unbalanced  and  then  published  its 
own  literature  to  counter  the  mission 
school  material. 

Mr.  Kaiser  says  the  constant  tension  in 
producing  the  literature  is  to  provide  as 
much  information  on  all  sides  as  possible 
and  still  stimulate  the  reader  to  action 
and  commitment.  Among  the  ways  the 
committee  seeks  to  avoid  unbalanced 
study  materials  is  to  work  closely  with 
appropriate  mission  leaders  in  the  many 
denominations  he  says.  “And  we 
immediately  establish  a  close  liaison 
with  churches  of  the  region  we  will  study. 
There’s  no  way  we’ll  write  about  them 
without  their  support.  We  ask  them  to 
identify  issues  and  we  send  them  manu¬ 
scripts  for  their  comments,”  Mr.  Kaiser 
says. 

In  addition,  manuscripts  are  sent  to  all 
the  denominational  representatives  for 
their  comments. 

United  Methodist  Women  for  years  has 
chosen  a  third  “spiritual  growth”  study 
to  accompany  the  other  two  National 
Council-selected  topics. 

This  usually  involves  the  study  of  one 
book  of  the  Bible,  but  it  sometimes  is 
based  on  another  book  about  spirituality. 
Future  studies  will  be  on  Luke  in  1983, 
Ephesians  in  1984  and  Daniel  in  1985. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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Mission  stresses  economics,  sharing  faith 

Henderson  Settlement  staff  ministers  ‘with,’ not  'to' people  in  Kentucky  valleys 


By  JOYCE  HOPKINS 
Associate  Editor 


Claude  Maiden  sprinkles  some  of  the  15,000  bedding 
plants  grown  this  spring  and  summer  for  the  Hender¬ 
son  Settlement's  greenhouse  sales.  Residents  like  Mr. 
Maiden  can  buy  vegetable  and  ornamental  plants 
below  retail  price  through  this  part  of  the  mission’s 
agricultural  ministry. 


Donna  Powers,  who  is  here  weaving  placemats  for  sale  in  the  Laurel 
Fork  Valley  crafts  store  at  Henderson  Settlement,  is  among  valley 
residents  who  earn  some  income  this  way.  They  stepped  up  their 
production  this  summer  in  hopes  of  increasing  sales  through  visitors  to 
the  World’s  Fair  in  Knoxville  85  miles  away  whom  they  hope  will  stop  by 
Henderson  for  a  visit. 


The  Rev.  David  Allen,  director  of  Henderson  Settlement,  closes  the  cover  on  his  prototype  solar  water  heater.  He  hopes  "to  put 
one  at  each  of  our  houses’’  at  the  settlement  and  make  them  available  to  the  Frakes,  Ky.,  mission's  neighbors.  "We  can  make  one 
for  $450,  as  opposed  to  the  $3,000  it  would  take  to  get  one  made  commercially.  We  hope  the  solar  water  heaters  will  save  people 
around  here  some  money  —  and  make  another  job”  building  the  devices  for  re-sale.  UMR  photos  by  Joyce  hopkins 


FRAKES,  Ky.  —  Henderson 
Settlement  may  be  located  in  a 
community  too  small  to  appear  on  some 
road  maps,  but  its  economic  develop¬ 
ment  ministries  continue  to  help  improve 
the  quality  of  life  for  the  people  in  Laurel 
Fork  Valley  here. 

In  plain  terms,  the  settlement,  which 
stretches  over  1,500  acres,  helps  people 
to  feed  their  families  and  pay  their  bills 
on  their  own  initiative  in  this  area  which 
is  historically  short  on  jobs.  In  fact,  two- 
thirds  of  the  45-member  staff  at  this 
United  Methodist  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference  mission  center  are  local  resi¬ 
dents. 

Although  the  emphasis  on  economics 
may  make  some  of  the  aims  of  the 
center,  funded  by  United  Methodists 
nationwide,  seem  more  material  than 
spiritual  to  some,  its  director  strongly 
disagrees. 

Sharing  faith  comes  ‘naturally’ 

“We  are  an  agency  of  the  church,”  said 
the  Rev.  David  Allen.  "The  reason  we 
are  here  is  to  help  the  people,  and 
because  we  want  to  share  with  them  our 
Christian  faith. 

“As  we  work  with  area  people  in  our 
agricultural  projects,  for  example,  we 
become  more  sensitive  to  their  feelings. 
This  way,”  Mr.  Allen  said,  “we  can  share 
our  Christian  witness  with  them  at  an 
appropriate  time  in  a  very  natural  way.” 

Henderson  Settlement  workers,  such 
as  Mr.  Allen  who  with  his  wife  Frances 
were  missionaries  in  Zaire  14  years,  live 
their  faith  by  working  and  ministering 
"with”  and  not  “to”  mountain  people  in 
what  they  call  "relational  evangelism.” 

The  agricultural  ministries  provide  ex¬ 
cellent  opportunities.  These  include 
selling  30-pound  feeder  pigs  and 
registered,  bred  cows  to  area  farmers  to 
upgrade  livestock  herds  and  increase 
their  meat  supply.  "We’re  selling  them 
two  for  the  price  of  one,”  Mr.  Allen  said. 

Mr.  Allen  emphasized  the  importance 
of  the  word  "sell”  in  his  description  of 
the  agricultural  and  other  ministries 
here.  He  explained  that  if  a  mission 
project  only  gives  things  away,  there  is  a 
real  danger  of  people  developing  a  “wel¬ 
fare”  mentality  and  losing  self-respect 
because  they  come  to  believe  themselves 
incapable  of  making  it  independently. 

"We  have  to  be  very  careful.  You  don’t 
do  anything  for  somebody  else  —  that  is 
paternalism.  You  strive  constantly  to  do 
something  with  someone,  with  the  people 
in  the  community,”  he  said,  which  ties  in 
with  some  of  the  ideas  behind  relational 
evangelism. 

Staff  members  have  planted  thousands 
of  trees  in  the  area  to  replace  those  which 
have  disappeared  from  these  mountains, 
believed  by  geologists  to  be  the  oldest  in 
the  continental  United  States.  Mature 
trees  are  being  harvested  and  space 
cleared  for  young  undergrowth.  They 
have  also  sold  more  than  100  young  apple 
trees  to  area  residents. 

Standing  on  one  of  the  many  sloping 
hills  on  which  the  settlement  is  built,  Mr. 
Allen  points  to  missionary  conference 
land  on  Jellico  Mountain  which  is  green 
with  growing  things  at  this  time  of  year. 
Underneath  is  a  rich  coal  deposit, 
available  only  through  strip  mining. 

Mountains  kept  green 

"You  would  have  to  destroy  the 
mountain  to  get  it,”  Mr.  Allen  said. 
Referring  to  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles,  he  added,  the  church  opposes 
any  land  use,  such  as  strip  mining,  which 
is  destructive  to  the  environment.  And 
so,  despite  the  lucrative  offers  from  the 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Some 
infant  formula  manufacturers  in  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  Nestle,  are 
moving  toward  incorporating  at  least 
portions  of  the  World  Health 
Organization’s  (WHO)  standards  in  their 
own  policies  and  practices,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  task  force  agreed  June  23-24  here. 


WORLD'S  FAIR  ROOMS 


-30-50%  OFF! 

For  Christians  who  don't  smoko  or 
drink.  24  Church  families  will  share  with 
you.  Rooms  $29.  $39.  $49,  Apts.  $39  $89. 
plus  Christian  motel  for  11-220  people. 
AE,  MC,  Viso.  Call  or  write  today  for 
FREE  FACT  SHEET.  ROOM  AT  THE  INN 
CO..  P.O.  Box  23363,  Knoxville.  TN 
37922.  (615)  966-5690,  Jerry  Godolphin. 
Pres. 


Find  out  more: 


coal  industry,  Jellico  Mountain  lives. 

The  settlement’s  fledgling  forestry 
project,  like  its  refusal  to  allow  strip 
mining  on  Jellico  Mountain,  is  another 
way  the  mission’s  land  stewardship 


After  completing  interviews  with  three 
U.S.  firms,  the  members  of  the 
denomination’s  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force  said  they  could  discern  a 
modification  of  views  toward  the  WHO 
code  since  meetings  with  company  repre¬ 
sentatives  a  year  ago.  In  general,  the 
firms  voiced  their  support  for  basic  aims 
of  the  code,  but  with  some  major  disagree¬ 
ments  with  particular  points. 

Companies  represented  here  were 
Wyeth  Laboratories  division  of'  Ameri¬ 
can  Home  Products,  Mead-Johnson  divi¬ 
sion  of  Bristol  Myers  Co.,  and  Ross 
Laboratories  division  of  Abbott 
Laboratories.  Most  of  the  interviews  with 
the  firms  were  conducted  behind  closed 
doors. 

Differences  remain 

During  open  portions  of  the  meeting 
here  representatives  of  Wyeth  said  their 
own  marketing  practices  code  has  been 
revised  to  show  its  points  of  both 
agreement  and  differences  with  the  WHO 
code.  Mead  Johnson  reported  its  code 
will  be  rewritten  to  make  clear  agree¬ 
ments  and  differences. 


Write:  William  C.  Strickland 

P.O.  Box  221076,  Dept.  N. 
Dallas,  Texas  75222 
Or  call:  (214  )  630-6495 


carries  out  the  mandates  of  the  Social 
Principles  on  preserving  and  valuing  the 
environment. 

Henderson  Settlement  offers  classes  at 
the  community  center,  housed  in  the 


The  task  force  was  told  by  a  former 
member,  Bishop  James  Armstrong  of 
Indianapolis,  that  on  a  recent  visit  to 
Nestle  headquarters  in  Switzerland  he 
found  a  marked  change  of  attitude  on  the 
part  of  company  executives.  Bishop 
Armstrong  said  he  believes  that  with 
good-will  on  all  sides,  the  "pieces  to  end 
the  boycott  (of  Nestle  products)  can  be 
put  in  place.” 

It  was  the  boycott  of  Nestle  by  a 
number  of  religious  and  other  groups 
that  gave  rise  to  the  1980  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Conference  creating  the  task 
force  which  met  here  and  asked  it  to 
study  the  issue,  engage  in  dialogue  with 
Nestle,  and  recommend  a  stance  for  the 
denomination  in  relation  to  the  boycott. 
About  30  annual  conferences  and  two 
national  agencies  of  the  church  have 
endorsed  the  boycott  on  their  own. 
Several  major  U.S.  denominations  also 
support  the  boycott. 

The  original  timetable  /for  the  task 
force  called  for  it  to  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  with  regard  to  the  boycott  to  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Ministries 
by  July  1.  Since  the  Council  doesn’t  meet 
until  late  October,  it  has  been  agreed  that 
the  task  force  will  have  until  mid- 
September  to  complete  its  proposals. 

A  part  of  its  session  here,  the  seventh 
meeting  since  it  was  organized,  was 
devoted  to  planning  ways  to  develop 
further  dialogue  with  the  U.S.  formula 
manufacturers  on  the  world  code  and 
related  issues.  Teams  of  two  task  force 
members  will  contact  each  of  the  firms. 

Free  samples  discussed 

One  issue  discussed  with  concern  here 
was  the  practice  in  some  places  of 
hospitals  supplying  free  samples  of 
formula  products  to  new  mothers  leaving 
the  hospital  with  their  infants.  The 
formula  manufacturers  here  said  they 
did  not  supply  samples  specifically  for 


settlement’s  old  school  building.  Through 
these  classes,  adults  prepare  for  their 
high  school  diploma  equivalency  certifi¬ 
cate  examinations  and  area  public 
schools  students  receive  tutoring.  "Most 


that  purpose. 

It  was  agreed  that  it  was  a  “major 
breakthrough”  recently  when  the 
American  Academy  of  Pediatrics 
recommended  against  routine  supplying 
of  the  so-called  “discharge  kits”  to  new 
mothers. 

Bishop  Armstrong  earlier  had  resigned 
from  the  task  force  citing  a  possible 
conflict  of  interest  involving  his  position 


of  the  kids  here  are  about  two  to  three 
years  behind  their  classmates”  in  the 
consolidated  county  schools,  Mr.  Allen 
said. 

People  are  beginning  to  identify  with 
the  center  as  a  gathering  place,  he  said, 
and  to  rally  around  it  which  builds 
community  spirit  and  pride.  At  the  end  of 
the  children’s  day  camp  last  summer,  for 
example,  200  people  came  to  the  closing 
program  put  on  by  the  campers.  A 
Laurel  Fork  Valley  Christmas  program 
filled  the  former  school  building’s 
auditorium  last  December. 

The  community  center  also  houses 
looms  and  crafts  rooms  where  local 
people  learn  to  produce  handcrafted 
goods  they  can  sell  in  Henderson 
Settlement’s  Laurel  Fork  Crafts  store.  It 
is  a  source  of  income,  particularly  for 
women. 

The  settlement  continues  its  ministry 
with  Laurel  Fork  people  in  the 
settlement’s  two  used  clothing  stores 
where  four  local  women  are  employed. 
Their  salaries  last  year  came  out  of  the 
stores’  $35,000  in  receipts.  That  figure 
represents  a  lot  of  sales  of  items  such  as 
trousers  typically  sold  for  75  cents  and 
blouses  for  50  cents.  Clothing  comes  from 
United  Methodists  throughout  the 
United  States,  as  do  the  books  and 
magazines  for  the  settlement’s  lending  li¬ 
brary. 

Every  summer  the  settlement 
sponsors  a  five-day-a-week  day  camp  for 
area  children.  A  resident  recreation 
director  and  college  students  conduct  the 
camp  for  about  160  local  children,  who 
are  transported  daily  in  settlement  vans. 

Hope  for  troubled  youth 

Another  ministry  for  young  people  is  a 
residential  program  for  abused  and 
neglected  teen-agers  called  Hope  House. 
Many  of  the  young  people  are  from  urban 
areas  and  most  have  been  removed  from 
their  homes  by  juvenile  courts  because  of 
family  strife,  because  they  have  gotten 
into  trouble  with  the  law  or  started 
skipping  school. 

The  three  houses  in  Henderson 
Settlement’s  residential  program  are 
regular  family-type  homes  for  six  to 
eight  young  people  of  different  ages,  both 
boys  and  girls  living  there  with  Christian 
houseparents  who  provide  love,  coun¬ 
seling  and  guidance. 

As  one  young  man  living  there  said, 
“It’s  really  important  to  have  people  who 
care  about  you.” 

Just  as  the  young  people  have  needs,  so 
does  this  ministry  at  Henderson  Settle¬ 
ment. 

House  parents  badly  needed 

"We  need  house  parents,  and  we  need  a 
social  worker  desperately,”  Mr.  Allen 
told  the  Reporter  in  late  June. 

The  program,  which  can  care  for  20 
teen-agers  when  it  has  three  sets  of  full¬ 
time  houseparents,  has  had  to  cut  its 
enrollment  to  14  and  form  a  waiting  list. 

One  of  the  young  people  on  that  list  has 
spent  the  last  three  years  in  the  same 
grade  in  junior  high,  has  a  mother  facing 
a  prison  sentence  and  watched  his  father 
"blow  his  own  brains  out,”  Mr.  Allen 
said.  Currently,  the  15-year-old  is  in  a 
Kentucky  youth  development  center 
where  he  has  shown  academic  and 
behavioral  progress  and  a  real  desire  to 
help  himself  work  toward  a  better  life. 

“His  social  worker  really  believes  that 
our  rural  setting  and  our  kind  of  program 
is  what  the  boy  needs,”  Mr.  Allen  said. 
“And  we  would  take  him  if  we  had 
enough  houseparents. 

“We  are  hoping  that  someone  will  be 
called  by  the  Lord  to  minister  to  these 
children  of  Appalachia,”  he  added. 


as  president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  which  has  endorsed  the 
boycott.  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  the  New 
Jersey  Area  has  replaced  him  on  the 
United  Methodist  panel. 

In  another  action  here,  the  panel 
agreed  to  develop  a  questionnaire  for 
possible  use  with  health  service 
institutions  related  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 


JULY  9, 1982 

the  church 
today 

“Soul”  of  Israel,  U.S. 
threatened,  bishop  testifies 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Israeli 
military  strikes  against  Lebanon  are 
"Machiavellian  incursions”  that  threaten 
the  “soul”  of  both  Israel  and  America, 
United  Methodist  Bishop  C.  Dale  White 
said  June  23  here. 

The  bishop  was  one  of  two  United 
Methodist  leaders  who  spoke  at  a 
briefing  for  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  a  proposed  resolution 
in  Congress  that  would,  among  other 
things,  reaffirm  the  territorial  integrity 
and  political  independence  of  Lebanon 
“within  internationally  recognized 
borders,”  and  call  on  President  Reagan 
to  suspend  military  aid  to  “all  com¬ 
batants  in  the  region.” 

The  Rev.  Thom  Fassett,  an  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  called  for  support  of  United 
Nations  resolutions  concerning  the 
Middle  East,  and  for  defeat  in  Congress 
of  a  foreign  military  and  economic  assis¬ 
tance  budget  which  “contains  massive 
military  aid  to  Israel.” 

Virginian  pleads  guilty 
to  theft  of  $191,000  from  church 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (RNS)  -  Raymond 
D.  Cone,  Jr.,  a  former  treasurer  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Virginia 
conference,  has  pleaded  guilty  to  steal¬ 
ing  more  than  $191,000  from  the  church. 

Mr.  Cone,  53,  of  suburban  Glen  Allen, 
was  arrested  in  March,  shortly  after  he 
resigned  his  position.  He  had  been  trea¬ 
surer  since  1967. 

Prosecutors  said  that  Mr.  Cone,  who 
handled  about  $10  million  a  year  in 
donations  from  UM  churches  throughout 
the  state,  used  a  secret  church  account  to 
siphon  off  funds.  He  operated  the  scheme 
between  November  1973  and  October 
1981,  the  state  said. 

Mr.  Cone  admitted  in  Richmond  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  that  he  was  guilty  on  all  nine 
counts  of  grand  larceny  lodged  against 
him.  He  promised  to  repay  the  money. 

His  wife,  Laura  Lee,  was  also  arrested 
in  March,  but  the  state  did  not  press 
charges  against  her. 

Missionaries  decry 
influence  of  racism 

BRIDGEPORT,  Conn.  (UMNS)  - 
“Racism  compromises  and  undermines 
our  Christian  witness,”  said  United 
Methodist  missionaries  attending  the 
1982  Missionary  Conference  here  last 
month.  “We  must  recognize,  expose  and 
seek  to  eliminate  the  racism  that  comes 
to  us  through  our  history,  our  society  and 
our  church.” 

The  statement  represented  110 
missionaries  on  home  assignment,  those 
about  to  retire  and  a  number  qf  new 
missionaries.  It  was  addressed  to  other 
World  Division  missionaries  and  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (BGM). 

In  the  closing  service  37  persons  were 
commissioned  as  World  Division  mission¬ 
aries,  three  as  missionary  associates  and 
eight  as  Asian-American  interns.  Sixteen 
persons  with  a  total  of  509  years  of  service 
were  honored  upon  their  retirement. 

Bishop  Brashares 
dies  at  91  years 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  Retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Charles  W. 
Brashares,  91,  died  here  June  23  after 
several  weeks  of  failing  health. 

A  native  of  Williamsport,  Ohio,  Bishop 
Brashares  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  1944  after  10 
years  as  pastor  of  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  director 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  He  served  for 
eight  years  as  episcopal  leader  of  Iowa, 
and  then  12  years  in  Chicago  before 
retiring  in  1964. 

During  his  active  years  as  bishop  he 
chaired  the  Coordinating  Council  of  the 
denomination,  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  in  1954  was 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops.  He 
also  was  active  in  the  World  and  National 
Councils  of  Churches. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  June  30 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  here. 
Burial  was  in  Ann  Arbor. 
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Task  force  finds  formula  firms  moving  to  world  standards 
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to  be  good  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  you  in  both  areas  with  a  simple  to 
prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with 
your  own  church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete 
religious  news  coverage  on  the  inside  pages. 
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Church-Wide 


Appeal  Issued 


A  church-wide  appeal  for  $250,000  for 
Lebanon  has  been  issued  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
according  to  the  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines, 
head  of  the  organization. 

The  appeal  is  supported  by  the 
presidents  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  This  offering  is  to  be 
received  in  churches  throughout 
Louisiana,  Sunday,  July  25  according  to 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  resident 
bishop  of  Louisiana.  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  request  is  in  response  to  a  $1.4  million 
appeal  for  emergency  relief  and  recon¬ 
struction  recently  issued. 

The  total  number  of  homeless  in  this 
war-wracked  land  may  run  as  high  as 
500,000  by  the  time  hostilities  cease,  said 


Haines.  According  to  the  New  York 
Times  of  June  20,  Lebanese  authorities 
put  the  death  toll  at  10,000  with  600,000 
homeless,  but  the  Israelis  say  the  figures 
are  overstated. 


International  relief  organizations  and 
the  Middle  East  Council  of  Church 
(MECC)  are  massing  relief  supplies  on 
the  Syrian-Lebanese  border,  according 


to  Paul  Morton  of  the  UMCOR  staff.  He 
learned  in  a  telephone  conversation  that 
113  tons  of  medicines,  blankets  and  tents 
with  a  total  value  of  $800,000  have 
already  been  transported  by  air  and  sea. 


Although  the  occupying  forces  have 
distributed  some  supplies  in  southern 
Lebanon,  a  very  small  amount  of  relief 
goods  has  been  allowed  into  sealed-off 


Beirut,  Morton  said.  The  Swiss  Red 
Cross  is  negotiating  with  the  occupying 
forces  on  this  matter. 

‘When  a  disaster  of  this  magnitude 
happens,”  said  Morton,  ‘‘the  whole  inter¬ 
national  church  begins  to  gear  up  its 
machinery.  UMCOR  is  a  major  partner 
in  this  effort.” 

UMCOR  has  already  given  $85,000  for 
Lebanese  emergencies,  including  a 
check  for  $25,000  sent  last  week,  Morton 
reported.  The  money  was  sent  through 
Church  World  Service. 

All  contributions  to  aid  destitute  people 
in  Lebanon  should  be  marked  ‘‘Lebanon 
Emergency  Appeal”  and  sent  to  Dr.  J.  J. 
Caraway,  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70821. 


This  request  is  in  response  to  a  $  1  4  million  appeal 
emergency  relief  and  reconstruction  recently 
iss"'  f  The  total  number  of  homeless  in  this 
war  wracked  land  may  run  ash igh as  500  00  0 
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Reports  on  the  first  conference-wide 
satellite  telecast,  June  27,  continue  to 
indicate  good  reception  and  fellowship 
was  enjoyed  by  all  who  attended. 

Many  of  the  host  churches  offered 


TV 

Ministry 

Update 


refreshments  to  members  and  visitors 
from  area  churches. 

First  Church  Lake  Charles  opened  the 
broadcast  with  a  dedication  service  for 
their  downlink  and  other  recently 
acquired  television  equipment.  A  special 
bulletin  board  was  prepared  for  the 
occasion  by  Ann  Remedies  and  Shirley 
DeLaughter  of  First  Church  Zwolle, 
entitled  “United  Methodist  Making 
History  for  the  Glory  of  God.” 

A  new  television  series  entitles  “The 
Early  Church”  is  scheduled  to  begin 
Sunday,  Aug.  1  at  9:40  a.m.  and  is 
designed  as  a  resource  for  adult  church 
school  classes. 

The  text  for  the  course  will  be  William 
Barclay’s  “The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,” 
along  with  the  Book  of  “Acts”  itself. 

More  details  will  be  announced  soon 
concerning  the  series.  Adult  church 
school  classes  interested  in  this  new 
venture  should  contact  their  pastors  or 
district  superintendent  for  instruction  on 
how  to  become  a  part  of  this  conference¬ 
wide  television  church  school  class. 
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Centenary  Names  Four  New  Trustees 


Two  Shreveport  businessmen,  a 
lawyer  and  a  United  Methodist  minister 
have  been  appointed  to  the  Centenary 
College  Board  of  Trustees. 

President  Donald  A.  Webb  made  the 
announcement  in  June  after  the 
appointments  were  approved  at  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

The  new  trustees  are  Don  H.  Duggan, 
John  David  Crow,  Donald  P.  Weiss  and 
the  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold. 

Duggan,  chairman  of  Centenary’s  1981- 
’82  Great  Teachers-Scholars  Fund,  is  the 
founder  and  president  of  Duggan 
Machine  Co. 

Crow,  a  Shreveport  native,  is  active  on 
a  number  of  community  boards  and 
holds  degrees  from  Stanford  and  Tulane 
Universities. 


A  practicing  attorney  in  Shreveport 
since  1961,  Weiss  is  a  former  member  of 
President  Webb’s  Advisory  Council  and 


has  worked  on  the  Great  Teachers-  College,  is  pastor  of  First  United  Method- 
Scholars  Fund.  ist  Church  in  Alexandria  and  chairman 

Arnold,  a  1952  graduate  of  Centenary  of  the  Board  of  Pensions. 


Donald  P.  Weiss  The  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold 


Methodist  Secretaries 
Form  New  Chapter 


A  group  of  Methodist  Church 
Secretaries  from  four  districts  in  North 
Louisiana  gathered  recently  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston  and 
organized  the  North  Louisiana  Chapter 
of  Professional  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Church  Secretaries. 

This  group  is  an  out-growth  of  the 
National  meeting  held  in  Dallas  earlier 
this  year. 

The  purpose  of  PAUMCS  is  to  provide  a 
supportive  base  for  the  unity  of 
fellowship  of  its  members,  individual 
growth,  professional  development, 
continuing  education,  spiritual 


enrichment  and  work  toward  the  better¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Jeanie  Owens  of  Trinity  Church  was 
elected  president,  with  Iris  Baucum  of 
Springhill  United  Methodist  Church  as 
vice  president. 

Bennie  Fuller  of  Southside  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  was  elected 
secretary-treasurer  and  Candy  Daniel  of 
Vivian  United  Methodist  Church  was 
elected  membership  secretary. 

Anyone  interested  in  becoming  a  part 
of  this  group  may  write  Owens  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1383, 
Ruston,  La.,  71270. 


Around  The  Conference 


St.  Luke  UMW 
Publish  ‘Reflections’ 


Slidell  United  Methodist  artists  are  pictured  above  with  a 
stained  glass  window  to  be  installed  in  the  adult  library  of  First 
Church’s  new  Family  Life  Center. 

The  window  was  given  in  memory  of  Joyce  Lebo  by  her  UMW 
circle. 

From  left,  the  artists  are  Jeannine  Macy,  Carol  Toohey, 
Barbara  Rathbun  of  Aldersgate  Church  and  Barbara  Brannon. 

The  center  was  consecrated  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Boddie,  New 
Orleans-Slidell  district  superintendent,  and  Sale  T.  Lilly  Jr., 
pastor. 


“Reflections,”  a  book  compiled  by  the  United  Methodist 
Women  of  St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church,  consists  of 
writings  on  the  theme  of  Christian  living. 

It  contains  original  devotionals  written  by  90  persons  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Three  years  went  into  the  planning  and 
printing  of  the  works. 

Each  of  the  articles,  poems  and  prayers  tell  of  the  belief  that 
God  watches  over  all  and  that  Christ  is  a  bulwark  against  sin 
and  temptation. 

The  dedication  page  reads:  “We  dedicate  the  Book  to  those 
who  contributed  material  to  make  it  possible  and  to  the 
‘Mission’  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  to  whom  the  proceeds 
of  this  book  is  pledged.” 

Shirley  Hoffpauir,  left,  is  presenting  a  copy  to  Nancy  Holland, 
one  of  the  contributors. 


Wesley  UMM 
Aid  Meals  Program 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  have  been  aiding  in  the  Meals-on-Wheels  program  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  district  by  providing  a  Saturday  meal  once  per 
month  for  those  needy  elderly  individuals  who  cannot 
adequately  prepare  meals  for  themselves. 


Youth  Coordinator 
Honored  at  Camphor 


Slidell  Installs 
Stained  Glass 


Alma  Eames 


Special  recognition  was 
given  to  Alma  Eames  by 
members  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  at  Camphor 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  recognition  was  given  in 
honor  of  her  untiring  service 
to  the  church,  especially  for 
her  youth  work  as  she  is 
presently  coordinator.  She  has 
worked  at  the  church  since 
1936. 

A  reception  was  held 
following  the  service  at  which 
Eames  received  a  key  to  the 
city,  certificates  of  honorary 
membership  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  on  the 
School  Board  and  numerous 
other  gifts. 
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We  should  accept  ERA’s  demise, 
find  new  ways  to  insure  equal  rights 


Many  persons  in  our  country  may  have 
felt  that  all  was  lost  when  the  last  day  of 
June  passed  and  with  it  the  ratification 
deadline  for  the  proposed  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  to  the  U.  S.  Constitution. 
(See  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 
Others  were  overjoyed. 

We  believe  it  is  fair  to  suggest, 
however,  that  the  demise  of  ERA  does 
not  provide  a  true  reflection  of  where 
most  citizens  of  our  nation  stand  on  the 
question  of  "equal  rights  for  women." 

Following  rapid  ratification  by  many 
states  during  the  early  1970's,  ERA 
gradually  became  identified  in  the  public 
consciousness  with  a  variety  of  groups 
and  issues  which  enjoy  far  less  public 
support  than  the  principle  of  “equal 
rights  for  women.”  In  fact,  the  mere 
mention  of  ERA  came  in  recent  years  to 
evoke  pro-abortion,  anti-family,  pro¬ 
homosexual  or  militant  feminist  images 
in  the  minds  of  many  people  far  more 
readily  than  images  of  the  relatively 
simple,  straightforward  purpose  the 
amendment  originally  was  designed  to 
achieve. 

Many  citizens  —  and  legislators  —  who 
whole-heartedly  support  that  original 
purpose  decided  they  could  not  in  good 
conscience  endorse  the  public  image  that 
ERA  had  developed  —  whether  or  not 
that  image  was  accurate. 

Ironically,  individual  Christians  and 
Christian  groups  played  key  roles  on  both 
sides  of  the  decade-long  struggle.  Much 
of  the  original  pro-ERA  impetus  resulted 
from  endorsements  by  mainline 
Christian  denominations  and  the  efforts 
of  individual  Christians  —  all  based  on 
the  basic  biblical  view  that  all  persons 
are  created  equal  in  the  image  of  God. 

As  opposition  to  ERA  mounted,  much 
of  it  was  fostered  by  other  Christian 
individuals  and  groups  who  came  to 
believe  that  its  passage  was  unnecessary 
and/or  would  be  used  to  undermine 
Christian  moral  values  in  American 
society. 

Interwoven  in  the  polarized  positions 
on  ERA  among  Christians  were 
conflicting  understandings  of  the  biblical 
message.  Some  ERA  opponents  tended  to 
view  the  patriarchal  customs  of  society 
in  biblical  times  as  revealed  truth  which 


is  still  normative  in  every  respect  today. 
ERA  proponents  often  cited  the  key  roles 
that  women  played  in  Jesus’  life  and 
ministry,  and  the  unusual-for-His-time 
manner  in  which  Jesus  dealt  with 
women,  as  compelling  biblical  grounds 
for  supporting  sexual  equality. 

At  this  point,  such  contentions  are 
moot  with  respect  to  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  since  it  is  dead.  Both  the 
proponents  and  opponents  of  ERA  need 
to  recognize  that  the  issues  related  to  the 
proposed  amendment  are  still  around, 
however,  and  will  continue  to  be  the 
subjects  of  debate  among  Christians,  and 
throughout  society,  for  years  to  come. 

Chief  among  these  issues  is  the  one 
ERA  was  originally  designed  to  address: 
equality  for  women.  Recent  polls  show 
that  two-thirds  of  the  American  public 
support  legal  guarantees  of  equal  rights 
for  women.  We  hope  ERA  supporters  will 
forego  the  understandable  temptation  to 
try  and  resurrect  the  non-ratified 
amendment.  We  believe  such  an  effort 
would  be  utterly  futile  and  counter¬ 
productive  under  present  circumstances, 
even  if  it  were  motivated  by  noble 
intentions. 

Instead,  we  believe  ERA'S  fate  should 
be  accepted,  and  that  intensive  efforts 
should  be  launched  to  see  that  "equal 
rights  for  women”  under  the  law  are 
guaranteed  by  other  means,  including, 
where  needed,  the  passage  of  state  and 
federal  laws,  and  the  filing  of  court 
challenges  based  on  existing 
constitutional  guarantees.  This  ought  to 
be  a  premise  on  which  Christians  who 
both  supported  and  opposed  ERA  can 
unite  with  one  voice.  Those  who 
professed  to  support  equal  rights  for 
women  while  opposing  ERA  have  an 
especially  strong  obligation  to  become 
advocates  for  women's  rights  in  cases 
where  they  are  still  limited  or  denied. 

While  we  must  be  careful  to  avoid 
confusing  “equality''  with  “sameness,” 
or  legal  rights  with  religious  beliefs,  we 
believe  we  as  Christians  need  seriously 
to  examine  our  own  practices  and  make 
certain  that  we  are  not  advocating 
“equality  for  women”  in  society  while 
continuing  to  discriminate  against 
women  in  the  life  of  the  Church. 
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Here  I  Stand 


‘Friendship’ more  than  neon  sign 


By  C.  H.  ESSMANN 

Everywhere  the  world  is  dying  for  a 
little  bit  of  love  and  friendship.  Some 
years  ago  I  spent  some  time  in  a  training 
conference,  in  a  church  which  displayed 
across  the  front  a  neon  sign  six  feet  high 
and  30  feet  long,  "The  Friendly  Church.” 
Great.  But  real  friendship  is  much  more 
than  a  neon  sign. 

After  55  years  in  the  pulpit,  I  have  been 
attending  churches  as  a  layman  again.  In 
doing  this  I  have  seen  an  astonishing  lack 
of  friendliness.  Preachers  and  lay  people 
alike  have  shown  a  serious  disregard  for 
strangers  and  new  people  in  the  worship 
service.  This  has  caused  me  to  look  back 
over  my  ministry,  and  realize  that  I,  as 
pastor,  and  the  lay  people  have  done 
little  more  to  show  our  friendship  to 
strangers  and  visitors.  Not  once  have  I 
written  a  letter  to  a  visitor,  who  was 
present  at  a  service  of  the  church,  to 
express  my  love  and  friendship. 

Just  to  have  appointed  greeters  at  the 
church  entrance  is  not  enough,  especially 
if  they  do  not  even  bother  to  find  out  who 
the  visitors  are  or  where  they  are  from. 
This  friendliness  needs  to  be  shown  by 
staff.  These  years  of  experience  and  my 
own  failures  in  showing  friendship  have 
prompted  me  to  make  these  timely 
suggestions. 

1.  Always  greet  any  stranger  or  visitor 
near  you.  Get  names,  addresses,  and 


phone  numbers.  Write  them  down  to  be 
used  later. 

2.  Introduce  visitors  to  others  who  are 
near. 

3.  Organize  a  Church  Visitors  Club. 
Send  a  friendly  letter  from  the  church  if 
visitors  are  from  out  of  town.  Arrange  a 
visit  to  their  home,  by  someone  on  the 
church  staff  and  at  least  one  or  two 
church  families,  if  the  visitors  live  in  the 
area.  Do  this  during  the  week 
immediately  following  their  attendance. 
Assign  responsibility  for  the  new  family, 
to  an  established  church  family.  It  will  be 
an  added  advantage  if  the  two  families 
are  somewhat  similar  in  social  status, 
work  and  family  members.  If  and  when 
they  unite  with  the  church,  make  them 


happy  in  it.  Do  not  desert  them  as  soon  as 
they  join.  Involve  both  interested  visitors 
and  new  members  in  some  church 
activities  quickly  but  do  not  push  them 
into  too  much  responsibility  until  they 
feel  at  ease  in  the  church.  Even  if  they 
decide  to  attend  or  unite  with  another 
church,  or  not  to  line  up  with  any  church, 
still  be  their  friend.  Both  you  and  they 
need  that  friendship  and  love. 

4.  Above  all,  both  the  pastor  and 
church  members  should  be  friendly, 
enthusiastic  and  positive  in  attitude,  so 
the  church  will  be  known  as  the  busiest, 
friendliest,  most  concerned  church  in  the 
area.  Both  our  friends  and  God  will  love 
us  for  it. 


Words  of  Greek  philosopher  may 
address  our  half-lieartedness 


By  GEORGES.  NAAS 
There  is  a  disease  in  the  churches  of 
America,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  are  not  immune  to 
the  illness.  The  disease  is  extremely 
subtle  and  hard  to  detect,  but  it  is  still 
there. 

The  disease  is  half-heartedness  —  half¬ 
heartedness  on  the  part  of  church 
members  to  really  contribute  anything  to 
the  church  (other  than  an  occasional  few 


My  Witness 

Taking  time  to  search  for  God  yields 
patience,  endurance  for  ‘the  race’ 


By  ARVILLA  RASMUSSEN 
I  took  a  day  to  search  for  God 
And  found  Him  not,  But  as  I  trod 
By  rocky  ledge,  Through  woods  untamed 
I  saw  His  footsteps  in  the  sod. 

—Wendell  Holmes 

This  knowledge,  I  know,  the  Holy  Spirit 
created  in  my  heart  when  at  the  age  of  40 
years,  I  finally  asked  for  it.  It  seemed 
that  all  of  a  sudden  everywhere  I  looked  I 
could  see  evidence  that  God  lives;  the 
sprouting  potato,  the  blooming  rose,  the 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Alternate  form  of  tax  protest  offers 
opportunity  to  fight  world  hunger 


To  the  Editor: 

I  commend  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John 
Schweibert  for  their  courage  in 
undertaking  a  tax  protest  against 
nuclear  arms  stockpiling  in  the  United 
States  (see  UMR.  May  21  and  July  2)-. 

I  would  like  to  advocate  anothervform 
of  tax  protest  for  United  Methodists 
concerned  about  a  $100  billion-plus 
defense  budget  in  the  face  of  world 
hunger  and  poverty.  My  suggestion  is 
both  legal  and  a  positive  act  for  global 
peace  and  justice:  Give  5,  10,  15,  25  or 
even  50  percent  <  the  maximum  allowable 
federal  tax  deduction  for  charitable 
contributions)  of  your  adjusted  gross 
income  to  a  General  Advance  Special 
that  combats  the  root  causes  of  hunger 
(see  listing  in  "Partnership  in  Missions, 
1981-82,  The  United  Methodist  Church," 
available  from  Service  Center,  7820 
Reading  Road.  Cincinnati,  OH  45237). 
Every  dollar  given  goes  100%  to  the 
designated  project  (i.e.,  no  overhead 
deducted)  and  will  reduce  one’s  federal 
income  tax  by  as  much  as  50  cents  on  the 
dollar  depending  on  one's  tax  bracket) 
and  hence  reduce  taxes  available  for 
military  spending  by  as  much  as  21  cents 
on  the  dollar  (assuming  41  cents  of  each 
tax  dollar  goes  for  this  purpose ) . 

Other  forms  of  current  deferred  giving 
(e.g.  various  types  of  trusts)  and  estate 
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planning  can  also  result  in  substantial 
tax  reductions  for  the  giver  and/or  heirs. 
Information  about  these  can  be  obtained 
from  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Treasurer  (Steve  Brimigion, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY 
10115),  a  bank  trust  officer,  ora  lawyer. 

Such  direct  action  by  even  the  most 
affluent  tenth  of  our  denomination 
combined  with  letters  to  our  senators, 
representatives,  and  President  telling 
them  of  our  concerns  and  actions  would 
constitute  one  of  the  most  effective  tax 
protests  ever  mounted. 

Richard  F.  Gillum 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Inconsistent  to  ‘pray  for 

peace,  and  pay  for  war’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  18  issue  of  the  Reporter  two 
writers  of  letters  were  indignant  that 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Schweibert  had  withheld 
that  portion  of  their  income  tax  which 
would  be  spent  on  “defense.” 

There  are  others  of  us  taking  similar 
measures  in  protest  against  a  federal 
budget  so  lopsidedly  weighted  toward  the 
military.  I  am  one  of  those,  withholding 
not  41%,  but  deducting  a  token  amount. 
This  amount  was  sent  to  a  World  Peace 
Tax  Fund.  "Conscientious  military  tax 
objectors  are  not  tax  evaders.” 

It  is  one  thing  to  have  a  defense  against 
outside  aggression.  The  U.S.  already  has 
that  —  and  more.  Our  arsenals  already 
are  capable  of  wiping  out  civilization, 
according  to  an  increasing  number  of 
experts,  some  of  them  military  persons. 
They  also  tell  us  that  most  of  the  arms  we 
are  developing  now  are  weapons  of 
offense,  not  defense.  To  continue  adding 
more  is  terribly  wasteful  and  terribly 
wrong.  Nuclear  weapons  are  evil.  One 
nuclear  bomb  is  one  too  many. 

If  we  as  Christians  are  serious  about 
our  commitment  to  the  Prince  of  Peace,  it 
seems  inconsistent  to  "pray  for  peace, 
and  pay  for  war.” 

Betty  B.  Armin 
Reedley,  California 

Christians  must  oppose 
nuclear  armaments 

To  the  Editor: 

In  our  Social  Principles,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  proclaims:  "We 
believe  war  is  incompatible  with  the 
teachings  and  example  of  Christ .  .  .  that 
human  values  must  outweigh  military 
claims  as  governments  determine  their 
priorities  .  .  that  the  militarization  of 
society  must  be  challenged  and  stopped 
.  .  .  that  the  production,  possession,  or 
use  of  nuclear  weapons  be  condemned." 

The  1980  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  established  a  special 
program  on  “PEACE  with  JUSTICE” 
which  encourages  Christians  to  "seek 
reduction  and  eventual  abolition  of 
nuclear  weapons  and  even  conventional 
arms  and  to  work  for  conversion  of 
military  research  and  production  to 
peaceful  efforts  to  meet  human  needs.  ” 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  unanimously  agreed  on 
November  20, 1981  that  "the  most  crucial 
issue  facing  the  peoples  of  earth  today  is 
the  threat  of  nuclear  holocaust  which 
could  destroy  the  created  order  as  we 
know  it."  The  National  Security  Council 


estimates  that  140  million  Americans 
would  die  as  a  result  of  an  all-out  nuclear 
war. 

The  time  has  come  for  Christians  to 
act.  United  Methodist  peace  groups  and 
other  Christian  groups  dedicated  to 
nuclear  disarmament  are  appropriate 
channels  for  an  expression  of  moral 
outrage.  Coalitions  of  various  peace 
groups  are  forming  which  may  have  a 
major  political  impact.  In  the  name  of 
Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  let  us  put  our 
faith  in  His  power,  not  in  the  ever 
increasing  power  of  nuclear  weapons. 

Gerald  A.  Crees 
Austin,  Texas 

UMR  composition 
accuracy  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  share  both  the  distress  and  the 
laughter  of  Barbara  A.  Sielaff  of 
Montrose,  Colorado,  who  found  a  pivotal 
name  misspelled  on  the  double  (see 
UMR,  June  25).  Having  led  a  galley 
slave’s  life  from  The  Saturday  Evening 
Post  through  the  Stanford  University  and 
Johns  Hopkins  presses  (and  some 
others),  I  have  seen  many  an  “h”  fade 
from  Khrushchev  and  the  “n”s  fall  out  of 
millennia. 

But  let’s  give  honest  tribute  to  the 
UMR  staff.  They  give  us  a  top  product, 
smoothed  from  the  rough,  improvised, 
decal-studded  where  decals  count;  all  of 
necessity  at  long  range  —  and  better,  I 
know,  than  most  cybernetics-lifted 
newspaper  composition.  Our 
(Fairhaven)  local  church  edition  runs  a 
lively  ad  strip  (it’s  our  media 
subsistence),  and  when  we  need  buildup 
such  as  24  point  display  on  a  dead  center. 
UMR  makeup  is  right  there  to  fix  it.  Let's 
keep  clamoring,  Ms.  Sielaff,  but  for 
friends,  not  fiends. 

William  W.  Smith 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland 

Conference  program 
for  laity  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  returned  from  one  of  the 
United  Methodist  colleges,  having 
attended  a  weekend  workshop  sponsored 
by  our  denomination  for  laity.  This  Lay 
School  of  Theology,  an  annual  event 
within  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conference,  is  always  very  special  to  me 
because  of  the  growth  and  knowledge 
obtained  and  the  warmth  and  Christian 
fellowship  experienced. 

As  a  Certified  Lay  Disciple  within  my 
conference,  I  am  grateful  for  the 
opportunities  for  service  that  are  opened 
to  lay  people  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Whether  it  be  worship 
leadership  in  the  pastor’s  absence, 
hospital  and  home  visitation,  or  church 
committee  chairmanship,  the 
opportunities  are  there  for  willing 
people. 

At  this  time,  I  not  only  especially  thank 
the  leaders  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conference  for  their  Lay  Discipleship 
Program,  but  I  applaud  each  and  every 
conference  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  that  has  such  a  similar  program 
for  the  laity.  The  Lay  Discipleship 
Program  is  definitely  a  program  worth 
having.  CarleneFretz 

Oxford,  Pennsylvania 


towering  tree.  For  the  first  time  in  my 
life  I  gazed  upon  my  own  body  and  said  to 
myself,  "I  will  praise  thee,  for  I  am 
fearfully  and  wonderfully  made; 
marvelous  are  Thy  works."  (Psalm 
139:14)  Surely  I  did  not  come  here  on  a 
broom! 

It  came  about  like  this.  I  began  my 
days  as  a  motherless  child.  I  lived  in 
several  homes.  Love  and  the  comforts  of 
life  varied  from  very  good  to  very  poor, 
which  made  it  all  the  more  difficult  to 
adjust.  As  a  teenage  girl  I  worked  for  my 
board  and  room  and  in  those  days  one 
crowded  eight  hours  of  work  in  before 
and  after  school. 

I  had  had  no  experience  with  prayer.  I 
had  not  heard  much  about  God  and  what 
I  heard  caused  me  social  confusion  and 
personal  anguish.  It  staggers  my  mind 
how  little  I  was  influenced,  even  by  those 
who  wished  me  well!  I  could  go  on  and 
on  but  why  should  I?  It  is  all  in  the  past. 

Lost  daughter  through  death 

Then  I  lost  my  grown  daughter  through 
death.  She  was  mine.  I  loved  her  with  all 
my  heart  and  she  was  the  first  thing  in 
my  life  I  had  been  proud  of.  She 
compensated  for  all  the  hardships  and 
complex  circumstances  of  my  childhood. 
Her  loss  went  through  me  like  a  disease. 
There  was  not  an  unbruised  spot  on  the 
inside  or  outside  of  me.  The  help  I  needed 
did  not  exist! 

I  was  asking  myself  the  most  painful 
and  unanswerable  of  dilemmas;  for  what 
purpose  are  we  put  on  earth?  To  live  a 
cycle?  To  perpetuate  it?  Are  we  just  a 
continuous  chain  of  living  flesh  binding 
the  burden  of  one  generation  to  another? 

I  was  given,  thank  you,  plenty  of  “tea 
and  sympathy"  and  assurance  that  time 
cures.  What  would  I  do  in  the  meantime? 

I  could  not  blink  away  my  hurt  and  when 
one  is  hurt,  one  searches  for  a  refuge  to 
hid  behind. 

After  months  of  agony,  I  held  out  my 
hand  to  God.  In  return,  I  received  a 
spiritual  breakthrough.  The  first  lesson  I 
learned  was  that  my  husband  was  my 
greatest  blessing;  that  he  shared  this 
sorrow  with  me  and  when  you  share 
something  with  someone  else,  it  is 
divided  into  two,  which  makes  it  only  half 
as  great. 

Studied  Bible  together 

My  husband,  in  his  growing  up,  had 
already  grasped  the  central  message  and 
purpose  of  the  Bible.  Together,  we 
studied  the  book;  first  of  all,  the  plan  of 
the  book  as  a  whole,  then  the  writers’ 
purpose  or  theme.  We  then  went  through 
each  book  of  the  Bible  one  at  a  time. 
Many  things,  otherwise  hard  to 
understand,  became  clear. 

This  awaking  to  my  spiritual  inade¬ 
quacy  led  me  to  feel  as  if  some  new 
discovery  had  been  sent  to  earth;  we 
were  the  only  ones  who  knew  about  it.  As 
I  think  back  I  know  the  Holy  Spirit 
illuminates  the  minds  of  people  and 
makes  them  yearn  for  God  and  takes 
spiritual  truths  and  makes  them  under¬ 
standable.  I  had  never  been  the  jump-for- 
joy  type  but  I  felt  as  though  a  fire  had 
been  started  inside  me  that  I  could  not 
put  out.  Figuratively  speaking,  I  could 
hear  the  grass  grow.  As  we  read  on  I 
could  hear  the  heart  beat  of  every 
character  in  the  book,  whether  in  sorrow 
or  in  joy,  wisdom  or  rebellion,  insight  or 
bitterness.  To  me,  the  whole  story  was 


Homemakers 

prayer 

By  JAN  ARNOLD 

Lord,  as  I  mop  this  floor  in  disgust  I 
know  no  amount  of  wax  is  going  to 
make  it  look  any  better  —  just  as  try¬ 
ing  to  cover  up  my  sins  will  not  make 
me  a  better  Christian. 

But  keep  me  at  it  Lord,  because  the 
work  is  what  counts.  I  am  doing  it  for 
you. 

Let  me  learn  a  lesson  from  this 
marred  floor!  On-the-surface  beauty 
is  only  a  tangible  thing.  You  clean 
from  underneath  Amen 


like  the  great  workshop  of  a  clock  maker 
with  all  the  clocks  going  tick-tock  and  all 
the  tower  clocks  striking  ding-dong.  The 
noise  was  unbearable.  But  people  who 
are  unhappy  think  things  out  of 
proportion. 

For  weeks  we  read  and  discussed  this 
book  in  a  fever  of  exaltation.  Outdoors 
we  looked  toward  the  heavens  at  the 
glory  of  God’s  architecture  and  were 
conscious  that  new  ideas,  if  you  will  let 
them  be,  are  as  natural  a  function  of  the 
mind  as  is  breathing  to  the  lungs. 

Time  does  cure.  It  is  like  a  river.  It  can 
change  its  rate  of  flow  as  well  as  its 
course.  It  can  be  swollen,  overflow  its 
banks,  or  dry  to  a  trickle.  It  can  run  clean 
and  pure  along  its  bed,  or  become  laden 
with  silt  and  throw  up  debris  along  the 
shore.  In  time  the  river  may  change  and 
so  can  violence  and  sorrow  fade  away 
and  love  and  pleasant  memories  remain. 

As  I  mingled  with  my  friends  I  saw  God 
in  the  light  of  some  peoples’  eyes,  I  saw 
Him  in  their  sense  of  honor  and  in  the  joy 
which  follows  complete  surrender  to  a 
cause  that  is  greater  than  self. 

I  say  of  my  daughter,  "You  have 
shown  me  God."  Your  kiss  upon  my 
cheek  has  made  me  feel  the  gentle  touch 
of  Him  who  leads  us  on. 

This  experience  taught  us  to  run  with 
patience  and  endurance  the  race  that 
was  later  set  before  us. 

Now,  the  reading  of  the  Bible  is  part  of 
our  lives  and  quoting  from  an  old  Chinese 
proverb,  I  hope  we  can  "learn  to  behave 
it.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share  meaning¬ 
ful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This 
week's  contributor.  Arvilla  Rasmussen, 
lives  in  Salina,  Utah. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages,  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  The  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


bucks  on  Sunday).  If  you  have  ever  been 
chairman  of  a  church  committee  or  com¬ 
mission,  then  you  know  the  disease  well. 
It  strikes  in  the  form  of  excuses  as  to  why 
people  can’t  make  it  to  the  meeting  — 
excuses  such  as  "A  football  game  came 
up  on  TV  that  I  just  couldn’t  miss."  Or  "I 
came  home  really  beat  from  work  and 
was  just  too  tired  to  make  it.” 

This  disease  is  not  new.  It  has  been 
around  for  a  long  time.  After  all,  Jesus 
only  managed  to  find  twelve  guys  willing 
to  work  with  totally  giving  hearts  —  then 
one  of  them  quit.  If  persons  do  something 
for  God  half-heartedly,  then  they  are 
wasting  their  time,  as  Cain  discovered 
with  his  offering  to  God  which  was 
rejected.  Maybe  Cain’s  half-heartedness 
was  caused  by  a  combination  of  selfish¬ 
ness  and  self-pity  that  made  him  think, 
"God  doesn't  need  my  best  as  much  as  I 
do,  plus  I  don’t  think  I  have  things  as 
good  as  my  brother  so  I’ll  let  him  make 
the  big  sacrifice,  and  I’ll  just  pay  lip 
service  to  God." 

If  this  was  Cain’s  line  of  reasoning, 
then  this  belief  certainly  outlived  him, 
for  many  people  today  believe  they  can’t 
afford  a  giving  heart  due  to  what  they 
consider  to  be  the  overwhelming 
problems  they  face.  And  yet  their 
problems  are  not  that  much  worse  than 
anyone  else’s.  The  great  philosopher  So¬ 
crates  made  a  good  case  for  this  point 
when  he  stated  that  if  all  the  problems  in 
the  world  were  put  in  one  gigantic  pot 
and  everyone  had  to  come  and  draw  out 
his  equal  portion,  he  would  be  much 
more  content  to  go  his  own  way  and  keep 
the  troubles  he  now  has. 

Perhaps  we  can  eradicate  this  disease 
from  our  churches  if  we  remember  the 
words  of  Socrates  and  consider  that 
whatever  we  have  in  life  was  given  to  us 
by  God  —  and  then  only  to  use  and  not  to 
own.  For  it  is  impossible  to  own  anything 
other  than  your  own  soul  —  it  is  the  only 
thing  you  take  with  you  when  you  check 
out  of  this  world  and  into  the  next,  and 
half-heartedness  probably  won’t  work 
there. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
Clarence  H.  Essmann,  a  retired  member 
of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  now  residing 
in  Gilman,  Illinois,  and  George  S.  Naas 
is  a  member  of  the  Lakewood  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lakewood.  Colorado 
(Rocky  Mountain  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages,  maximum  length)  to  "Here  I 
Stand,"  The  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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c/o  Music  Committee,  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church.  501  Penn.  Ave.  E,  Warren,  PA  16365. 

WANTED  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/Children.  2.800- 
member  church;  multiple  staff  position;  adjacent  to 
Oklahoma  City  University,  Salary  negotiable, 
compensation  package  included  Send  resume  to: 
Robert  L  Allen,  Senior  Minister,  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church.  1401  NW  25,  Oklahoma  City.  OK 
73106. 

WANTED  TO  BUY  the  book,  Arabs,  Christians  and 
Jews"  by  James  and  Marti  Hefly.  Write  to  Lucille 
Sellers,  111  Shawnee,  Apt.  503,  Leavenworth,  KS 
66048 

MINISTER  NOW  UNDER  appointment,  with 
clinical  training  and  experience  in  pastoral  care, 
membership  recruitment,  crisis  intervention, 
desires  position  as  an  associate  pastor  Please 
contact  Dept.  M.  P.O  Box  221076,  Dallas,  TX  75222 

FIJI.  AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND.  September  30 
departure  Join  Dallas  group  Los  Angeles  connect 

Air  New  Zealand  Professionally  escorted  Bess 
Loudermilk,  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  TX  73205. 

BUCKHORN  METHODIST  CAMP,  located  on  the 
north  side  of  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park  at  8,000 
feet,  will  be  open  all  year  for  camps,  retreats,  X- 
country  skiing.  Contact  Rev  Skip  Gebbard,  2120  W. 

Co  Rd.  41,  Bellvue.  CO,  (303  -  484-2S08 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSICAL  MINISTRIES,  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Nichols  Hills.  Adult  choir, 
children's  choirs,  handbell  choirs,  and  music  worker 
in  Children's  Day  Out  Program  Full-time  position 
with  salary  and  housing  negotiable  An  excellent 
organist  plays  for  adult  choir  rehearsal  and  all 
worship  services.  Send  resume  and  picture  to  Dr 
Lester  A  Meyer,  6517  N.W  Grand  Blvd  ,  Oklahoma 
City.  OK  731 16 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  PART  TIME  POSITION 

located  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  1,400-member 
congregation  with  50-voice  adult  choir,  possible 
vouth  choir  in  the  future  Contact  Mrs  Diann  Pritt 
c/o  Christ  UMC,  2375  East  3300  South.  Salt  Lake  City. 
Utah  84109 

POSITION  OPEN  for  Director  of  Music  and 
Children's  Ministries.  Fulltime.  Church  membership 
1.200  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  522.  Gallatin.  TN 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION,  please  call  or  send  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  100  Southeast  2nd  Ave., 
Fort  Lauderdale.  FL  33301.  Alt:  Mrs.  Carol  Eldridge, 
1305  )  463-3758. 


WORLD'S  FAIR  LODGING:  Rent  our  spacious  3- 
bedroom  home.  Completely  furnished  Dishwasher, 
ice  maker.  Ten  minutes  from  fair.  35  to  Smokies  $60. 
Phone  (615  )  522-6080 


DIRECTOR  OF  EVANGELISM  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  wants 
energetic  person  to  organize  and  give  leadership  to  a 
program  of  church  growth.  Good  salary  for  half¬ 
time  position.  Send  resume  to:  John  M.  Fletcher. 
Pastor.  P  O  Box  1156,  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33402- 
1156. 


DIRECTOR  DEVELOPMENT  AND  Public 
Relations  Gaithersburg,  Md  Asbury  Methodist 
Village  is  seeking  applications  to  fill  position  vacated 
soon  by  present  director’s  retirement  Asbury  is  a 
seven-facility,  total  continuing  care  program  with 
nearly  1,000  residents.  A  full  development  and  PR 
program  has  always  been  an  essential  part  of  the 
Village's  success.  Application  deadline  is  Oct.  30, 
1982  Send  resumes  to:  N.  E  Amtowa-,  Executive 
Director,  Asbury  Methodist  Village,  301  Russell 
Avenue,  Gaithersburg.  MD  20877 


DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  wanted  for 
expanding  music  program  including  children,  youth 
and  adults  for  a  large  downtown  church.  Contact  Dr. 
J  Woodrow  Hearn,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1349,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821 


NATIVE  AMERICAN  MINISTRY  coordinator 

needed  Travel,  relate  well,  dependable,  responsible, 
flexible  hours.  United  Methodist  Cooperative 
Ministries,  125  W  3rd,  Rm.  202,  Tulsa,  OK  74103. 


POSITION:  ASSOCIATE  PROGRAM 

COORDINATOR  for  Hispanic  Development,  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  For  information  and  applications  write  to: 
Program  Coordinator,  Rocky  Mountain  Conference, 
2200  South  University  Blvd.,  Denver.  CO 80210. 


BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181. 
Corpus  Christi.  TX  78403. 


ISRAEL.  JORDAN.  Greece,  Greek  Island  Cruise. 
October  8-24,  1982.  Deluxe  tour  Escorted  by:  Rev 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas.  TX 
75214.  Brochure  available. 


WORLDS  FAIR  LODGING  -Available  no 
Immaculate  3  BR  furnished  home,  close-in.  twc 
three  families  or  church  groups  permissit 
$50/mght.  Phone  (615  )  966-4194. 


HOUSING  AT  1982  WORLD  S  FAIR  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Knoxville 
area  will  provide  sleeping  space  in  church  buildings 
for  church  groups.  For  a  list  of  participating 
churches  and  accommodations,  write  Knoxville 
District  Office.  3606  Western  Avenue.  Knoxville,  TN 
37921. 
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Good  News  leaders,  from  left,  the  Rev.  Randy  Jones,  the  Rev.  Michael  Walker  and  Dottie  Chase  enjoy  "some  soul  singing”  by 
the  Rev.  Tom  Sligh  after  he  and  the  Rev.  Alfred  Johnson,  right,  tossed  them  some  tough  challenges  in  a  panel  discussion.  The 
picture  at  lower  right  shows  the  audience  response.  reporter  photos  by  roy  Howard  beck 

Social  action  rebirth  eyed 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

WASHINGTON  -  United  Methodism’s 
unofficial  social  action  caucus 
celebrated  its  75th  year  here  last 
weekend  with  a  pledge  to  return  to  the 
strong  socio-economic  reform  stance 
upon  which  the  federation  was  founded 
(see  related  story  on  this  page) . 

The  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action,  founded  in  1907,  lost  much  ground 
during  the  McCarthy  era  when  it  was 
blacklisted  and  accused  of  having 
Communist  ties.  A  split  in  the  caucus 
followed,  and  membership  dwindled. 

But  the  Rev.  George  McClain, 
executive  secretary  said  here  that 
membership  is  up  again  and  the  caucus 
has  elected  leaders  who  espouse  a  fresh 
approach  to  ongoing  social  problems  and 
who  are  striving  to  shed  the  federation’s 
problems. 

"More  than  half  of  our  1,300  members 
have  joined  the  caucus  in  the  last  eight 
years,”  Mr.  McClain  told  the  Reporter. 

Nearly  100  persons  met  in  a  lumbering, 
inner-city  church  July  9-12  "to  witness  in 
the  belly  of  the  beast,”  the  theme  of  the 
conference. 

The  "beast,”  said  Mr.  McClain,  is  “the 
systemic  social  and  economic  injustice 


which  our  society  has  historically 
perpetuated.” 

Washington,  as  the  center  of 
government  activity,  was  dubbed  "the 
belly  of  the  beast”  by  the  caucus. 

Members  of  the  federation  braved  the 
90-degree-plus  heat  to  march  to  a  spot 
near  the  White  House  to  conduct  a 
"penitential  eucharist”  decrying  the 
Reagan  Administration’s  policy  on 
military  spending  and  nuclear 
proliferation  and  its  "insensitivity”  to 
civil  and  economic  injustice. 

The  federation  was  reminded  of  its 
purpose  as  the  "creatively  maladjusted 
voice  of  the  church”  by  the  Rev.  Gilbert 
Caldwell,  an  executive  with  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race.  He 
told  caucus  members  that  as  radical 
thinkers  they  are  charged  with  keeping 
often  unpleasant  but  critical  social  issues 
before  the  church.  He  said  that  as  the 
“watchdogs”  for  government  and 
corporate  responsibility,  the  federation 
should  be  "more  interested  in  church 
faithfulness  than  in  church  growth. " 

Struggles  against  sexism  and  classism 
are  the  1982-83  priorities  for  the  caucus 

The  federation  also  “took  a  stand 
against  institutional  racism,”  Mr. 
McClain  said,  in  supporting  the  National 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 


Ministries  for  its  involvement  in  the 
Eddie  Carthan  case. 

The  conviction  of  Mr.  Carthan,  the 
convicted  black  former  mayor  of  a  small 
Mississippi  town,  is  "a  clear  case  of 
racist  action  by  the  white  power 
structure  of  Holmes  County, 
Mississippi,"  said  Mr.  McClain.  "The 
federation  supports  the  National 
Division’s  efforts  to  secure  justice  for  the 
oppressed  of  Mississippi.” 

The  division  has  been  censured  for  its 
role  in  the  Carthan  case,  and 
investigations  have  been  called  for  by 
both  UMC  annual  conferences  in 
Mississippi  (see  Reporter  stories  May  28, 
June  4,  June  11,  June  18,  July  2). 

The  caucus  also  renewed  its  call  for  the 
resignation  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Wogaman 
from  the  UMC’s  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force  because  he  has  accepted  a 
nomination  to  serve  on  Nestle’s  own  in- 
house  monitoring  committee. 

The  caucus  called  for  a  halt  in  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  U.S.  arms  to  the  Middle  East  and 
for  the  cessation  of  direct  U.S.  military 
intervention  in  Lebanon  and  affirmed 
full  rights  of  gay  and  lesbian  persons  to 
participate  in  the  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  through  ordination 
and  as  members  of  organized  congrega¬ 
tions. 


Federation  tries  for  comeback 
as  church’s  ;  social  conscience’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  unofficial  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action  (MFSA)  (see  related 
story  on  this  page)  was  for  many  years 
“the  social  conscience”  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  But  time  and  circumstances 
have  reduced  its  role  in  the  denomination 
and  left  it  with  a  legacy  of  problems,  say 
United  Methodist  social  ethicists  who 
have  observed  much  of  the  group’s  75- 
year  history. 

"From  1907  until  about  1950,  the 
federation  was  ‘the  social  conscience  of 
the  (former)  Methodist  Church,”  said 
the  Rev.  Walter  G.  Muelder,  dean 
emeritus  of  the  UM-related  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology  where  he 
taught  social  ethics.  "During  that  time 
the  denomination  had  no  official  social 
action  arm." 

The  federation  was  born  in  1907  as  the 
caucus  for  Methodist  leaders  engaged  in 
the  whole  new  range  of  social  causes 
related  to  the  advent  of  industrialization, 
he  said. 

"As  industrialization  hit  our  cities 
early  this  century,  many  denominations 
and  political  groups  took  on  the  task  of 
promoting  better  working  conditions, 
living  conditions  and  labor  relations  for 
mass  production  workers,”  Dr.  Muelder 
told  the  Reporter. 

‘Right  in  step’  with  church 

The  federation  was  "right  in  step" 
with  a  whole  society  of  thinkers  who  were 
questioning  traditional  national  and 


international  structures  in  many  areas, 
he  said.  "The  Social  Gospel  movement  of 
the  late  1880’s  was  really  catching  on  by 
1910  and  the  resulting  ‘Progressive  Era’ 
woke  the  country  and  the  church  up  to  a 
lot  of  social  problems,  such  as  women’s 
suffrage,  temperance,  trust-busting  and 
racism.” 

When  the  caucus  was  formed  in  1907  it 
immediately  adopted  a  social  creed. 
That  same  creed  was  adopted  in  1908  by 
the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  later  by  the 
Federal  Council  of  Churches,  a 
forerunner  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

Dr.  Muelder  said  the  federation 
flourished  in  the  1920s  and  ’30s  under  the 
leadership  of  Bishop  Francis  McConnell 
as  president  and  Harry  F.  Ward  as 
executive  secretary,  broadening  its 
interests  and  taking  more  radical  stands 
on  economic  policies.  "The  Methodist 
Church  followed  suit,  adopting  reso¬ 
lutions  to  battle  injustice  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Out  of  step  in  post-war  era 

But  the  federation  became  vulnerable 
in  the  '40s  and  ’50s  as  the  post-war  U.S. 
grew  more  conservative  and  the 
federation  more  bold  in  criticizing 
government  policy  under  the  leadership 
of  Jack  McMichael  who  became 
executive  secretary  in  1944. 

As  an  officer  of  MFSA  during  this 
period.  Dr.  Muelder  reported  that  the 


Shouldn’t  Christians 
Choose  Freedom? 

Do  our  church  boards  and  agencies  often  favor  lhe  revolutionary 
left  over  liberal  democracy?  Do  we  speak  out  strongly  enough  for 
believers  in  Communist  countries?  Does  Marxist  "socialism'’  really 
help  the  poor?  Must  we  sacrifice  freedom  to  avoid  nuclear  war? 

The  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  offers  a  series  of  lively 
publications  on  these  central  issues  of  church  and  society. 

Christianity,  Democracy  and  the  Churches  Today 

The  debate  between  Richard  Neuhaus  and  Edmund  Robb  (for  the  IRD) 
and  Bishop  James  .Armstrong  and  Dr.  Arie  Brouwer,  held  at  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  (S2.00). 

The  Nuclear  Freeze 

A  readable  study  guide,  with  both  sides  of  the  issue  ($2.50). 

Christianity  and  Democracy 

The  IRD‘s  statement  of  purpose  (Sl.50). 

Religion  and  Democracy 

The  IRD's  monthly  newsletter  and  information  service  (S25.0O/yr  i. 


To  order,  please  mail  payment  to 
The  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
tooo  16th  Street  N.W..  Suite  LL  50 
Washington.  D.C  20036 


1948  General  Conference,  while  af¬ 
firming  the  federation’s  Christian 
commitment  and  assailing  those 
engaged  in  a  "smear  campaign"  against 
it,  also  took  the  federation  to  task  for  its 
extreme  stances.  Subsequently,  the 
federation  was  asked  to  vacate  its  office 
in  the  Methodist  Building  on  Fifth 
Avenue  in  New  York  and  to  drop  the 
word  “Methodist”  from  its  name. 

The  caucus  moved  but  refused  to 
change  its  name.  The  General 
Conference,  however,  decided  to  form  its 
own  official  social  action  arm  (known 
today  as  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society)  which  would  work  within 
the  framework  of  the  church’s  social 
creed. 

"From  about  1946  to  the  mid-1960s  the 
federation  grew  smaller  and  was 
increasingly  put  on  the  defensive  by 
various  groups  in  the  Methodist 
Church,”  said  the  Rev.  Philip  Wogaman, 
a  social  ethics  professor  and  dean  at  UM- 
related  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington. 

He  said  this  was  partly  deserved 
treatment  but  also  partly  due  to  the  Cold 
War  mentality  of  that  era. 

Old  legacy  of  problems 

Dr.  Wogaman  said:  "It  has  been  a  long 
time  since  the  federation  has  been  ‘the 
social  conscience’  of  the  church,  but  it  is 
still  important.  MFSA  has  a  new 
generation  of  leadership  but  an  old 
legacy  of  problems." 

He  said  the  federation  struggles  with 
an  image  of  being  a  bit  “faddish”  and  not 
always  fairly  grounded,  of  not  always 
doing  a  fair  analysis  of  the  issues  and  not 
always  relating  those  issues  to  a 
theological  perspective. 

"MFSA’s  biggest  stumbling  block  is 
the  lack  of  depth  of  their  research,"  Dr 
Wogaman  continued.  "They  have  not 
conveyed  to  me  that  they  base  their 
strong  advocacy  stances  on  a  deep 
encounter  with  the  full  range  of  views  on 
the  issues.  That  is  not  to  say  they  should 
‘average  out’  or  ‘water  down’  their 
convictions.  But  you  have  to  confront 
your  adversary’s  strongest  arguments." 

Observers  agreed  that  the  federation 
should  continue  to  have  an  authentic  role 
to  play  within  the  denomination.  "It  has 
been  a  much  needed  gadfly  on  the  hide  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,"  the  Rev 
Tex  Sample,  a  professor  of  church  and 
society  at  the  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo  ,  said. 

"The  federation  has  been  extreme  on 
many  issues  in  the  eyes  of  the  church,  but 
sometimes  they  have  been  right,  as  on 
such  issues  as  opposing  McCarthy  ism, 
the  Vietnam  War.  racism  and  sexism," 
he  said. 

Dr.  Sample  forsees  the  possibility  of 
MFSA's  issue  advocacy  role  gaining  in 
importance  as  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Church  Society  —  in  the  wake  of  the 
nation’s  latest  conservative  swing  — 
focuses  more  on  constituency  develop¬ 
ment  at  the  grassroots  level. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


‘Good  News’  woos  blacks 

‘Unity’  theme  marks  meeting  in  inner  city  church 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Two  of  United  Methodism’s  unofficial  caucuses  held  their  an¬ 
nual  meetings  simultaneously  last  weekend,  one  in  Philadelphia,  the  other  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  both  in  inner  city  churches.  While  neither  group  would  claim  to  be  represen¬ 
tative  of  all  of  United  Methodism,  these  two  wings  of  the  church  each  brought  their 
particular  methods  and  theology  to  bear  on  at  least  one  common  church  problem  — 
racism.  _ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

PHILADELPHIA  -  Some  300 
theologically  conservative  United 
Methodists  in  the  "Good  News’’ 
organization  ventured  into  the  heart  of 
the  inner  city  here  last  week  to  try  to 
develop  a  "spirit  of  unity”  with  black 
United  Methodists. 

Many  black  pastors  here  indicated  that 
they  were  skeptical  at  the  outset  of  the 
annual  four-day  convocation. 

After  all,  they  noted,  the  brick  and 
concrete  landscape  —  congested  with 
bag  ladies,  fortune  tellers,  winos,  and 
impoverished  black  residents  sweltering 
on  door  stoops  in  the  humid  90-degree 
weather  —  was  a  jolting  contrast  to  the 
rural,  small  town  and  suburban  midwest 
homes  from  which  many  "Good  News" 
members  had  come. 

Blacks  held  negative  image 

"I  knew  we  shared  a  lot  of  the  same 
conservative  doctrines,"  said  the  Rev. 
John  Nelson,  a  black  pastor  here.  "But  I 
had  a  negative  image  of  ‘Good  News’  like 
a  lot  of  other  blacks  here." 

That  image,  several  blacks  indicated, 
was  of  a  group  mainly  of  white 
conservatives  with  little  concern  to 
alleviate  the  suffering  of  the  poor.  And,  if 
not  racists,  the  "Good  News"  members 
were  certainly  not  eager  to  embrace 
black  persons,  according  to  the  image. 

But  by  the  end  of  the  convocation,  Mr. 
Nelson  was  beaming.  "The  worship 
service  on  the  first  night  changed  my 
mind  about  ‘Good  News.’  It  was  seeing 
how  well  the  blacks  and  whites 
intermingled  and  worshipped  together.  It 
was  seeing  the  spirit  in  the  lunch  hall  and 
the  kind  of  seminars  on  black  topics  that 
were  offered  and  the  way  the  ‘Good 
News’  people  attended  them. 

"They  not  only  said  the  theme  of  this 
convocation  ( “One  in  the  Spirit :  Building 
Unity  in  the  church”),  they  demonstrat¬ 
ed  it,"  Mr.  Nelson  said. 

A  group  of  blacks  told  the  Reporter 
that  they  felt  at  ease  with  the  "Good 
News”  people  because  the  “evangelical 
doctrine  that  ‘Good  News’  pushes  is  the 
same  doctrine  that  99  percent  of  black 
United  Methodists  grew  up  with.” 

Love  same  kind  of  worship 

They  said  it  also  became  obvious  that 
both  constituencies  love  the  same  kind  of 
worship  —  loose,  spontaneous,  filled  with 
hand-clapping,  arm-raising,  and  gospel 
singing  and  centered  around  the 
message  of  the  saving  grace  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Blacks  were  prominently  represented 
among  the  leadership  at  each  "Good 
News”  worship  service.  And  at  the  first 
service  all  were  black  —  the  speakers, 
musicians,  song  leader,  welcoming 
bishop,  ushers  and  presider. 

"I’m  going  to  teach  you  how  to  sing  it 
in  soulville!”  singer  Johnny  Ray  Watson 
shouted  at  one  early  point,  and  the  inter¬ 
racial  audience  eagerly  followed. 

After  the  service,  a  white  man  from  a 
small  town  with  no  black  residents 
turned  to  the  "Good  News”  chief 
executive,  the  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger 
II,  and  grinned,  "This  is  great!”  Dr. 
Heidinger,  a  white  man,  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  man  was  one  of  many 
who  he  had  feared  might  not  adapt  well 
to  the  radically  different  setting  of  this 
convocation.  In  most  years  the  annual 
convocation  has  met  at  a  non-urban 
college  campus  in  the  Midwest. 

During  the  evening  services  at  the 
giant  Tindley  Temple,  a  historic  black 
United  Methodist  church,  participants 


were  constantly  reminded  of  their  urban 
setting  as  the  smell  and  sounds  of  the  city 
service  station  right  at  the  front  door 
came  through  the  wide  open  windows 
and  doors. 

"You  can  tell  this  is  kind  of  awkward 
for  some  of  these  people,"  a  young  black 
woman  said,  "but  I  feel  they  are  all 
sincere  and  that  this  is  an  important 
step." 

Hand-held  fans  provided  the  air 
conditioning.  Each  service  heated  to  a 
climax  with  blacks  and  whites  crowding 
to  the  front  to  kneel  and  pray  with  each 
other  at  the  altar. 

Frank  questions  asked 

The  convocation  was  not  without  some 
frank  questioning  of  the  long-term 
commitment  of  "Good  News"  people  to 
be  in  unity  with  blacks. 

“We  want  to  see  the  deed  behind  the 
creed,”  said  the  Rev.  Tom  Sligh,  one  of 
two  black  pastors  who  challenged  the 
organization  during  a  panel  discussion. 

"Good  News"  leaders  noted  various 
"white,  evangelical”  churches  which 
have  active  social  ministries  and 
referred  to  a  Gallup  Poll  which  showed 
that  "evangelicals”  are  much  more 
likely  than  others  to  be  involved  in 
personal  social  service. 

But  the  Rev.  Paul  Mickey,  a  professor 
at  Duke  Divinity  School  and  former 
"Good  News"  chairman,  said  he  regard¬ 
ed  the  ministers’  comments  as  a  serious 
challenge  not  to  be  ignored. 

The  Rev.  Randy  Jones,  a  black  pastor 
of  a  storefront  mission  here,  said  he 
believes  there  is  great  potential  for  social 
action  from  a  white  and  black 
evangelical  alliance.  A  "Good  News” 
board  member  and  chairman  of  the 
convocation,  Mr.  Jones  said,  "I’d  rather 
work  for  social  action  with  a  person  who 
says  he’s  been  transformed  by  Christ 
than  with  a  so-called  liberal  do-gooder.” 

Every  Good  News  speaker  called  on 
“evangelicals”  to  work  harder  for  social 
justice. 

And  they  have  a  long  way  to  go. 
suggested  Curlean  Chaney,  a  member  of 
Mr.  Jone’s  congregation,  during  a  bus 


ride  to  a  mostly  abandoned  former 
veterans  facility  out  of  town  where 
people  slept  and  attended  daytime 
seminars.  She  pointed  out  that  every 
member  of  her  congregation  had  to 
pledge  to  work  a  certain  number  of  hours 
with  community  residents  living  in 
abject  poverty.  “I  never  wear  nice 
clothes  to  church  because  some  drunk 
might  come  in  and  need  help,”  she  says. 
“It  kind  of  angers  me  to  see  that  most 
United  Methodists  aren’t  working  like 
this,  too.” 

Although  the  non-air-conditioned 
lodging  and  meeting  accomodations  for 
the  convocation  were  the  most  primitive 
in  years,  Ms.  Chaney  said  they  were 
sumptious  compared  "with  what  we  see 
in  our  community.” 

Behind  her  a  couple  of  white  young 
persons  discussed  in  great  detail  the 
cars,  flowers,  dinner,  clothes, 
photographers  and  entertainment 
involved  on  their  senior  prom  night. 

A  huge  gulf  exists  between  the 
conditions  of  certain  members  of  the 
church,  Ms.  Chaney  said.  “But  I’m  so 
proud  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
because  it  does  seem  to  be  getting  on 
with  business  ...  For  me  to  see  this 
many  blacks  at  this  meeting  is  a  real 
testimony  that  something  is  happening  in 
this  denomination.” 

Convocation  was  a  risk 

"There  were  a  lot  of  reasons  why  we 
shouldn’t  have  a  convocation  here,"  Dr. 
Heidinger  said.  Most  of  the  50,000- 
member  "Good  News"  constituency  is  in 
the  states  along  the  Ohio  River  and  in 
Michigan. 

Because  attendance  was  lower,  "Good 
News"  lost  several  thousand  dollars  on 
this  event  that  often  raises  funds  for  the 
unofficial  caucus.  Dr.  Heidinger  said. 
“But  it  was  worth  it.  It  was  something  we 
needed  to  do  .  ” 

He  said  "Good  News”  —  which  has 
four  ethnic  minority  persons  on  its  board, 
three  blacks  and  one  Hispanic  —  hopes  to 
become  an  increasingly  inter-ethnic 
organization. 

Good  News  conducted  another 
convocation  this  year  in  Abilene,  Tex. 
Together,  the  two  drew  about  the  same 
number  as  previous  single  events. 

The  board  of  directors  met  before  the 
one  here.  A  report  on  that  will  appear  in  a 
later  issue. 


On  the  Rev.  Tom  Sligh’s  singing  of  the  final  verse  of  "How  Great  Thou  Art,”  Good 
News  participants  join  in  an  enthusiastic  response  that  contributed  to  Mr.  Sligh  later 
saying  that  many  of  his  doubts  —  about  whether  Good  News  people  really  do  want  a 
spirit  of  unity  with  blacks  —  were  cleared. 


More  strife  hits  S.  Africa  church 


JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa 
(RNS)  —  The  South  African  Council  of 
Churches  has  decided  to  end  dialogue 
with  the  influential  all-white  Nederduitse 
Gereformeerde  Kerk  (NGK)  and  two 
smaller  Afrikaans  Dutch  Reformed 
churches. 

A  resolution  adopted  at  the  council’s 
recent  general  assembly  here  declared 
that  the  three  Dutch  Reformed  churches 
would  have  to  reject  apartheid,  or  racial 
segregation,  as  "contrary  to  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  as  sin  and  as  heresy,”  before  any 
dialogue  could  resume. 

The  NGK  is  a  major  force  in  the  life  of 
the  Dutch-descended  Afrikaners  who 
dominate  the  ruling  National  Party. 
Two-thirds  of  all  Afrikaners  and  40  per¬ 
cent  of  the  country’s  whites  belong  to  the 
NGK.  The  church  supports  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  apartheid  policy,  finding  theolog¬ 
ical  justification  for  it  in  the  Bible. 

The  council,  representing  some  15 
million,  mostly  black  Christians, 
reached  the  decision  to  break  off 
dialogue  at  a  critical  time  for  the  NGK, 
which  is  currently  being  threatened  with 
total  isolation  over  the  apartheid  issue  by 
the  Christian  churches  of  the  world. 

The  Federation  of  Protestant  Churches 
of  Switzerland  recently  suspended  all 
dialogue  with  the  NGK  and  the  American 
Christian  Reformed  Church  rejected  an 
offer  of  fellowship.  And  in  August  the 
World  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches 
plans  at  its  general  assembly  in  Ottawa 
to  debate  a  proposal  to  denounce  apar¬ 
theid  as  a  heresy. 

The  council  decision  here  reflects  an 
important  shift  in  official  policy  under 
the  leadership  of  its  black  general 
secretary,  Anglican  Bishop  Desmond 
Tutu. 


Bishop  Tutu,  who  has  had  his  passport 
lifted  by  the  government  for  his  out¬ 
spoken  criticism  of  apartheid,  has  in  the 
past  favored  continued  dialogue  with 
both  the  NGK  and  the  government. 

But  the  NGK,  which  is  not  a  council 
member,  has  refused  even  to  send 
observers  to  council  meetings. 

"We  have  begged  them  to  talk  to  us,” 
he  said.  "We  have  tried  for  years.  I  have 
told  them  many  times  that  we  love  them. 

"Our  people  are  suffering.  We  still  say 
we  love  them.  We  really  want  them.  All 
they  have  to  do  is  say  apartheid  is  sin.” 

Some  white  Anglican  and  Methodist 
leaders  at  the  council  assembly  objected 
strongly  to  the  break,  saying  "Christians 
should  not  set  pre-conditions  for 
speaking  with  other  Christians.” 


But  other  churchmen  at  the  assembly, 
such  as  Dr.  Allan  Boesak,  a  leading 
colored  (mixed  race)  theologian,  and  Dr. 
Manas  Buthelezi,  a  prominent  black 
Lutheran  theologian,  just  as  strongly 
backed  Bishop  Tutu  and  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  declared  that  the  apar¬ 
theid  system  was  not  simply  "a  socio¬ 
political  order."  It  was  "rooted  in  a  false 
theology,  having  long  been  ‘justified’  on 
biblical  grounds  by  some  churches.  It  is 
precisely  because  of  this  biblical  and 
moral  ‘justification’  that  apartheid  must 
be  seen  also  as  a  theological  issue.  ” 

Not  everyone  in  the  NGK  defends  the 
teaching.  Recently,  124  of  its  ministers 
and  theologians  declared  that  South 
Africa’s  apartheid  policies  "cannot  be 
defended  scripturally,”  and  called  for  an 
end  to  the  system. 


Bishop  Reuben  H.  Mueller, 
1968  union  leader,  dies 


FRANKLIN,  Ind.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Reuben  H.  Mueller,  85, 
a  key  figure  in  the  1968  union  of  the 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  (EUB)  churches,  died 
unexpectedly  July  6  at  the  Franklin  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Retirement  Home  where  he 
had  lived  since  1976. 

The  widely-known  ecumenical  leader 
and  Christian  educator  retired  in  1972 
after  serving  four  years  as  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Indiana  Area  and  14  years 
as  bishop  of  the  EUB  Church’s  West 
Central  Area  which  included  Indiana. 
Michigan,  Canada  and  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  European  churches. 


Prominent  in  ecumenical  circles, 
Bishop  Mueller  was  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  from  1963 
to  1966;  a  member  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union;  a  member  of  three 
assemblies  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches;  co-chairperson  of  the  EUB 
Commission  of  Church  Union  (1958-68); 
and  in  more  recent  years  president  of 
World  Christian  Education  Inc.  He  was 
the  author  of  several  books  and  articles. 

Within  his  own  denomination,  he  was 
president  in  1969-70  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops  and  from  1958  to 
1968  served  as  president  of  the  EUB 
Board  of  Bishops. 
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East  German  Methodists  spread  out 

Lutheran  churches  borrowed  for  ‘Gemeindetag’  festivities 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following 
report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Conference  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  (East  Germany)  is  by  Bill 
Yoder,  a  representative  of  the  Mennonite 
Church  (U.S.)  to  the  churches  of  Poland 
and  East  Germany.  He  lives  in  West 
Berlin  after  having  lived  from  1978  to 
1980  in  Poland. 

By  BILL  YODER 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

The  annual  conference  of  the  30,000- 
member  East  German  Methodist  church 
convened  May  19-23  in  the  southern 
industrial  town  of  Karl-Marx-Stadt. 
Conference  leaders  were  delighted  to 
host  the  world's  sole  female  Methodist 
bishop,  Marjorie  S.  Matthews  of  the 
UMC’s  Wisconsin  Area  in  the  United 
States. 

This  year’s  conference  boasted  the 
first  “Gemeindetag”  —  a  church  conven¬ 
tion  open  to  any  and  all  Christians  and 
non-Christians— on  its  final  day. 

Three  of  the  largest  local  Lutheran 
churches  were  borrowed  for  the 
“Gemeindetag”  festivities.  Services  for 
children,  youth  and  women  were  held  as 
well  as  a  Bible  workshop  and  a  Gospel 
concert.  Some  300  children  and  1,000 


young  persons  participated. 
Approximately  4,000  persons  were 
sandwiched  into  the  Lutheran 
•Petrikirche”  for  the  final  evening 
service,  the  high  point  of  the  entire 
conference. 

Restoration  funds  raised 

A  church  bazaar  played  a  visible  role 
during  most  of  the  conference,  raising 
23,000  marks  ($10,000)  for  the  restoration 
of  a  Methodist  retreat  center.  This 
center,  called  “Schwarzenshof,”  is 
located  in  Thuringia  near  the  town  of 
Rodolstadt. 

East  German  government  policies 
demand  that  an  additional  $435,000  be 
paid  in  hard  currencies  for  the  project  so 
completion  is  largely  dependent  upon  the 
future  donations  of  Western  sister 
churches. 

World  peace  is  a  major  topic  among 
virtually  all  Christian  circles  in  the 
German  Democratic  Republic  —  just  as 
it  was  the  most  prominent  topic  at  United 
Methodist  annual  conference  sessions  in 
the  U.S.  The  Methodists  issued  a 
statement  during  the  conference  urging 
the  continuation  of  the  stalled  Madrid 
conference  and  ratification  of  SALT  II. 


They  also  repeated  the  long-cherished 
European  dream  for  the  creation  of  a 
buffer  zone  in  Central  Europe  free  of  all 
atomic  weaponry.  A  press  release 
encouraged  their  government  to  make 
further  progress  towards  detente. 

Bishop  Matthews  cited  the  recent 
resolution  of  the  UMC’s  Council  of 
Bishops  on  the  nuclear  freeze  and  stated 
that  “the  utilization  of  nuclear  weapons, 
regardless  of  the  cause,  contradicts 
God’s  goodness  and  creation  ...  We 
(Methodists)  are  united  in  the  struggle 
for  peace." 

The  host  congregation,  Friedens- 
kirche  (Peace  Church)  of  Karl-Marx- 
Stadt,  has  long  possessed  fraternal 
contact  with  a  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  Pasadena,  Calif.  For 
over  two  decades  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
March,  these  two  congregations  have 
held  intercessory  services  to  pray  for 
world  peace. 

A  government  official  hinted  in  a  word 
of  greeting  to  the  conference  that  an 
independent,  distinctly  Christian  peace 
movement  in  East  Germany  was 
superfluous.  “It  is  of  utmost  importance 
that  Christians  and  Marxists  understand 
the  signs  of  the  times,”  said  Dr.  Wilke  of 


the  State  Ministry  for  Church  Affairs  in 
East  Berlin.  All  should  join  hands  in  the 
effort  to  subdue  the  atomic  threat,  he 
said.  “Of  course,  the  Marxist’s  motiva¬ 
tion  is  somewhat  different,  but  if  we  do 
not  succeed  in  unifying  our  efforts,  then 
we  will  have  passed  up  a  golden  oppor¬ 
tunity." 

A  great  number  of  local  Christians  find 
this  party  stance  questionable  and 
continue  to  insist  on  a  separate 
movement. 

Criticism  affirmed 

A  study  committee’s  paper  on 
scriptural  authority  provided  the 
primary  theological  thrust  of  the 
conference  with  the  paper  asserting  that 
GDR-Methodists  practice  "Christ- 
centered  biblical  criticism.” 

“The  Bible  is  not  absolute,  but  rather 
relative  in  nature,”  the  paper  states. 
“The  book  itself  is  not  the  primary 
revelation;  it  is  instead  a  witness  of  that 
revelation.”  The  paper’s  authors 
expressed  hope  that  “the  gap  between 
scholarly  historical  text  criticism  and 
church  piety  might  be  bridged 
Plurality  in  biblical  interpretation  is 
legitimate.” 


Irish  Methodists,  Catholics  continue  dialogues 


Church-owned  townhouses  renovated 

NEW  YORK  —  Workmen  lift  materials  through  the  front  door  of  a  brownstone 
house  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  and  recently  renovated  to 
help  compete  with  premium  hotel  prices  here.  The  division  plans  to  open  its  two 
renovated  houses  for  church  meetings  and  offer  sleeping  accommodations  for  35 
participants  at  $25  a  night  per  person.  The  brownstones  were  built  in  the  19th  century 
as  private  homes  and  were  purchased  by  the  predecessor  Women’s  Home  Missionary 
Society  to  house  immigrant  girls.  photo  by  John  c.  goodwin 

Louisiana  UMC  satellite  system  tested 


BELFAST,  Northern  Ireland  (RNS)  ■ 
Irish  Methodists  have  decided  to 
continue  talks  with  Ireland’s  Roman 
Catholics  despite  an  attempt  at  the 
annual  Methodist  conference  to  have  the 
dialogue  stopped. 

A  proposal  from  the  Portadown 
district,  near  the  Irish  Border,  called  for 
an  end  to  participation  in  talks  in  St. 
Patrick’s  Roman  Catholic  cathedral  in 
Armagh. 

The  Rev.  Sam  Allen  from  Tandragee 
told  the  conference  here  that  the 
resolution  was  not  “papacy-bashing”and 
did  not  contain  any  anti-Catholic  feeling 
of  a  personal  kind.  But  he  expressed 
concern  that  by  meeting  with  Catholics 
in  the  cathedral  Methodists  were  giving 
the  impression  that  there  was  nothing  in 
Catholic  doctrine  that  they  found  difficult 


to  accept. 

“I  believe  even  yet  that  the  structure  of 
the  Catholic  Church  does  not  allow  truth 
as  we  understand  it  to  be  given  to  the 
people,”  he  said. 

However,  the  Methodists  voted  by  an 
overwhelming  majority  to  continue  the 
talks.  The  Rev.  Eric  Gallagher,  a  former 
president  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Ireland,  said  that  he  had  already 
preached  in  Armagh’s  Catholic 
Cathedral. 

“I  indicated  that  the  issues  which 
divided  us  must  still  be  faced  and  that  we 
have  no  intention  of  going  down  any 


slippery  road  to  a  compromise  of  prin¬ 
ciple,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Gallagher  said  that  ecumenical 
talks  showed  the  people  of  a  divided  land 
that,  despite  the  difficulties,  there  were 
still  things  they  could  do  together. 

Nevertheless,  sharp  differences 
between  Roman  Catholics  and 
Methodists  were  underlined  by  separate 
developments  in  Belfast  and  in  the  Irish 
republic  at  Maynooth,  where  the  Irish 
Catholic  bishops  had  their  June  meeting. 

Methodists  on  that  church's  council  of 
social  welfare,  which  included 
representatives  from  Northern  Ireland 
and  the  Irish  republic,  stated  their  strong 


Teacher  training  next  on  TV 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

SHREVEPORT,  La.  -  The  state-wide 
United  Methodist  satellite  communica¬ 
tions  system  headquartered  at  First 
Church  here  will  emphasize  church 
school  teacher  training  for  its  next 
several  “test  runs.” 

The  host  church's  senior  minister,  the 
Rev.  D.  L.  Dykes,  said  technicians  think 
all  50  UM-owned  “downlink”  locations 
across  the  state  should  receive  all  future 
programs  without  problems. 

Dr.  Dykes  said  the  first  program  June 
27  was  received  perfectly  by  all  but  one 
or  two  “downlinks.” 

Programs  are  “uplinked”  from  the 
Shreveport  church’s  studio  to  a 
communications  satellite,  then 
“downlinked”  virtually  across  the  entire 
Western  Hemisphere  but  specifically  to 
the  intended  audience  in  Louisiana. 

The  first  program  featured  Louisiana 
Area  Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin  leading  a 
tour  of  the  annual  conference's  new 
headquarters  building  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  second  hour-long  program  July  25 
will  demonstrate  how  church  school 
teachers  can  be  trained  via  TV.  For 
several  months  the  Shreveport  congre¬ 
gation’s  teachers  have  been  trained  via 
TV  as  they  meet  at  the  church  on  Monday 
noons.  One  of  those  sessions  has  been 
videotaped  and  will  be  shown  July  25, 
complete  with  Shreveport  teacher 


discussion  and  feedback,  to  UM  church 
school  teachers  across  the  state. 

The  following  Sunday,  Aug.  1, 
Louisiana  UM  church  school  teachers 
will  be  invited  to  downlink  locations  to 
receive  their  own  training.  Local 
discussions  will  follow. 

And  the  following  Sunday,  Aug.  8,  the 
uplink  station  at  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  will  broadcast  via  satellite 
church  school  materials  to  all  50 
locations  at  the  9:40  a  m.  class  hour. 

The  conference-wide  system  has 
located  the  50  downlink  receivers  so 
strategically  across  the  state  that  no 
United  Methodist  local  church  is  thought 
to  be  located  more  than  a  10-15  minutes’ 
drive  from  a  downlink.  Thus  any  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  from  neighboring 
congregations  can  go  to  a  church  which 
has  bought  a  downlink  receiver  (at  about 
$4,000  each,  including  one  monitor  TV 
set)  and  view  the  program. 

Further,  persons  from  a  church  which 
has  no  downlink  may  secure  a  videotape 
recording  of  any  given  program  and  take 
it  back  to  their  own  churches  for  later 
use. 

Mr.  Dykes  said  that  in  addition  to  these 
beginning  programs  for  United 
Methodist  churches  across  the  state,  the 
host  church  is  ready  to  sell  transmission 
time  on  the  communications  satellite  on 
which  it  has  leased  two  channels. 

The  first  such  buyer  was  First  UMC  of 


Longview,  Texas,  which  was  scheduled 
to  start  a  series  of  Sunday  evening  Bible 
studies  July  4,  led  by  the  senior  minister, 
the  Rev.  Bob  W.  Parrott.  Technical  diffi¬ 
culties  delayed  the  start  of  that  series  for 
at  least  a  week. . 

Dr.  Dykes  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
Shreveport  church  will  attempt  first  to 
sell  time  to  other  United  Methodist 
churches.  Several  non-UM  churches 
have  inquired  about  buying  time,  he 
added,  but  so  far  they  have  been  denied. 

Two  kinds  of  programs  which  the 
church  will  not  sell  time  to,  said  Dr. 
Dykes,  are  “people  who  ask  for  money’’ 
and  questionable  secular  programming, 
such  as  advertising  for  a  nearby  horse 
racing  track. 

Shreveport  church  technicians  pre¬ 
screen  all  submissions  for  technical 
quality  but  not  for  program  content. 

The  Shreveport  church’s  control  room 
and  studio  facilities,  equipment  and 
buildings  are  valued  at  more  than  $3 
million.  One  major  donation  by  a  church 
member  made  possible  the  purchase  of 
most  of  the  equipment. 


Presbyterians  sell  out  —  literally 

GILBERT,  Minn.  —  Presbyterians  in  this  small  town  near  the  Canadian  border 
have  decided  they’d  rather  switch  than  merge  with  other  churches  of  the  same 
denomination  in  a  nearby  “city.” 

So  the  congregation  of  65  became  United  Methodists  and,  with  permission  of 
their  denomination’s  highest  governing  body  turned  over  their  church  —  lock, 
stock  and  congregation. 

They  chose  that  option  over  (1)  joining  a  consortium  of  United  Presbyterian 
churches  meeting  in  the  town  of  Virginia,  five  miles  away,  or  (2)  closing  the 
church. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Emerson  Colaw  of  Minnesota  said,  “The  remarkable 
thing  about  this  is  the  transfer  of  an  active,  live  congregation  from  one 
denomination  to  another.”  He  immediately  appointed  the  Rev.  Terry  Tilton  to  add 
the  Gilbert  congregation  to  his  charge  which  includes  another  United  Methodist 
congregation. 

Gilbert  has  a  population  of  2,721.  Said  one  Presbyterian  who  chose  to  switch 
rather  than  commute,  “Why  do  we  have  to  move  into  the  city?"  That  person  meant 
Virginia,  pop.  11,056. 


Pro-ER  A  religious  group 
shifts  name  but  not  goal 


Compiled  From  News  Reports 

NEW  YORK  —  The  religious  coalition 
which  worked  for  ratification  of  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA)  July  1 
announced  it  has  a  new  name  but  the 
same  purpose. 

RENEW  —  Religious  Network  for 
Equality  for  Women  —  is  the  new  name 


‘Spying  order’  challenged 
on  claim  it  hinders  mission 


Evaluation  dangers  seen 


FAYETTEVILLE,  N.C.  (RNS)  -  A 
system  allowing  lay  members  of  United 
Methodist  churches  to  evaluate  their 
pastors  could  be  the  beginning  of  the  end 
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vidual  growth  and  spiritual  enrichment?  If  I 
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tact  Dan  Louis,  the  United 
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75222,  or  (214)  630-6495. 


of  the  denomination,  Bishop  William  R. 
Cannon  of  Raleigh  warned  here. 

Addressing  the  annual  session  of  the 
denomination’s  North  Carolina  Con¬ 
ference,  which  covers  only  the  eastern 
half  of  the  state.  Bishop  Cannon  said,  “I 
must  confess  that  I  accept  this  new 
system  of  evaluating  clergymen  with 
fear  and  trembling. 

“Only  God  can  make  a  minister.  The 
clergy  become  cowed  and  immobilized 
when  they  are  forced  to  subscribe  to  the 
dictates  of  the  congregation  and  are 
frightened  out  of  any  prophetic  role  as 
the  spokesmen  of  God.  ” 

Under  the  United  Methodist  system, 
bishops  have  the  final  authority  to  ap¬ 
point  and  transfer  parish  ministers.  A 
prospective  appointee  meets  with  the 
pastor-parish  committee  of  a  church  and 
either  the  candidate  or  the  congregation 
or  both  may  oppose  the  appointment. 
Only  in  rare  cases  do  bishops  make 
appointments  against  the  wishes  of  the 
candidate  and/or  the  congregation. 

"I  urge  our  lay  people  never  to  forget 
that  their  minister,  through  our  appoint¬ 
ment,  is  sent  to  them  by  God  himself,  and 
in  entertaining  him  or  her  and  accepting 
the  pastor  as  the  spiritual  ruler  and 
shepherd,  they  are  really  entertaining  an 
angel  unawares."  Bishop  Cannon  said. 

Under  the  new  plan,  which  is  being 
adopted  by  several  annual  (regional) 
conferences  this  year,  members  of  a  pas¬ 
tor-parish  committee  fill  out  a  form 
evaluating  their  current  pastor  on  job-re¬ 
lated  skills  such  as  work  habits,  personal 
appearance,  relationships  with  church 
members,  preaching  and  leadership. 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  Thirty -six 
religious,  political  and  educational 
organizations  and  individuals  have  filed 
a  lawsuit  here  challenging  President 
Reagan’s  executive  order  to  allow 
domestic  spying. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America,  the  U.S. 
Peace  Council,  the  War  Resisters 
League,  Mobilization  for  Survival  and 
Rep.  Ronald  V.  Dellums  (D-Calif.)  were 
among  the  plaintiffs. 

The  groups  charge  that  Executive 
Order  12333,  which  Mr.  Reagan  signed 
last  December,  infringes  their  First 
Amendment  rights  and  allows  the 
government  to  infiltrate  and  disrupt 
their  international  work  and  cooperation 
with  foreign  churches. 

Order  12333  permits  the  infiltration  of 
domestic  organizations  by  the  FBI  and 
allows  extensive  surveillance  of  persons 
not  suspected  of  involvement  in  crime  if 
the  groups  or  persons  have  any  foreign 
connections.  It  also  allows  covert 
operations  in  the  United  States  by  the 
CIA  which  had  been  previously  barred  by 
law. 

United  Presbyterian  Stated  Clerk 
William  P.  Thompson  said  the 
denomination  wanted  “to  make  sure  that 
its  officers  and  members  in  this  country 
and  persons  related  to  it  throughout  the 
world  are  not  subject  to  contacts  and 
pressures  related  to  intelligence 
activity.”  This,  he  said,  is  essential  “to 
conduct  the  mission  without  fear  or 
favor." 

The  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  said  both  First  and  Fourth 
Amendment  rights  would  be  violated  by 
the  order.  The  board  is  not  a  plaintiff,  but 
Mr.  Chavez  said  he  feared  FBI  “black 
bag  tactics”  against  churches  simply 
because  of  their  involvement  with  the 


international  peace  movement. 

“Guilt  by  association  is  a  shallow 
assault  on  our  rights,”  he  said.  “I  can  see 
it  (spying)  abroad,  but  to  unleash  that 
kind  of  power  domestically  is  to  hurt 
groups  which  seek  alternatives  to 
current  public  policy.” 

David  Lemer  of  the  Center  of 
Constitutional  Rights  said  at  a  press 
conference  here  that  the  domestic  spying 
order  was  only  one  of  several  recent 
moves  by  the  administration  which 
infringe  the  rights  and  freedoms  of 
churches. 

He  also  cited  an  executive  order  on 
classified  material  which  makes  it 
harder  to  obtain  information  on 
intelligence  activities;  the  recently 
signed  Intelligence  Identify  Protection 
Act,  which  makes  it  a  crime  to  disclose 
the  name  or  source  of  names  of 
government  agents;  and  attempts  over 
the  last  year  to  curb  the  Freedom  of 
Information  Act  as  examples  of  this 
trend. 

Relief  supplies 
reach  Lebanon 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  Middle 
East  Council  of  Churches,  acting  on 
behalf  of  ecumenical  relief  agencies 
worldwide,  has  been  able  to  distribute 
relief  supplies  worth  $60,000  in  war- 
devastated  Lebanon.  A  three-member 
Council  staff  team  is  now  operating  in 
shattered  Sidon. 

According  to  reports  received  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
here,  the  United  Nations  Relief  and 
Works  Agency  is  feeding  12,500  people  in 
Sidon  using  Council  supplies  in  part. 
Convoys  bringing  relief  supplies  from 
Beirus  reported  disruption  by  military 
'  authorities  and  difficulties  in  getting 
supplies  to  affected  areas. 


for  the  coalition  of  religious 
organizations  which  worked  for  the  past 
six  years  as  the  Religious  Committee  for 
the  ERA. 

“This  change  of  name  indicates  a 
simple  change  in  agenda,  not  intent!” 
said  Louise  Bowman,  chairperson.  “Our 
new  name  indicates  that  as  of  July  1, 
1982,  we  (have)  come  back  to  this  long 
fight  to  end  sex  discrimination  with 
‘renewed’  energy  and  resources  and  new 
strategies.” 

Constance  Kreshtoll,  president  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Temple 
Sisterhoods,  declared,  “RENEW  affirms 
our  religious  commitment  to  equality  of 
women  and  men,  not  only  in  the  eyes  of 
God  but  within  our  legal  and  political 
systems.” 

RENEW  plans  to  expand  its  organizing 
nationally  beyond  those  states  which 
failed  to  ratify  the  ERA,  said  the  Rev. 
Delores  Moss,  a  United  Methodist  who  is 
the  coalition's  national  coordinator.  She 
said  the  coalition  favors  another  ERA 
but  will  assess  in  the  next  few  months  if  it 
is  the  most  timely  legislation  on  which  to 
work  at  present. 

She  said  that  for  the  next  six  months, 
RENEWS  major  focus  will  be  to 
mobilize  religious  women  and  men  to  be 
active  in  the  fall  elections. 

In  a  letter  sent  July  1  to  several 
hundred  people,  Dr.  Claire  Randall,  one 
of  a  handful  of  women  to  head  a  major 
religious  institution,  noted  the  failure  of 
women  and  men  to  work  together  to 
assure  equal  rights  under  the  law  for 
women.  “In  the  society  and  in  the 
churches,  women  have  been  asked  to 
carry  the  major  burden  of  the  struggle 
for  the  ERA,"  said  Dr.  Randall,  general 
secretary  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  “Yet  the  levers  of  power  are 
essentially  in  men’s  hands.” 

She  acknowledged  that  some  women 
have  been  among  the  most  ardent 
opponents  of  the  amendment.  “The 
opposition  of  some  women  shows  they 
are  themselves  victims  of  fear,”  she 
said.  “At  stake  for  many  women  is  a 
lifetime  investment  in  one  way  of  life. 
Many  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
know  the  full  extent  of  harm  done  to 
women  economically,  psychologically, 
religiously .  .  . 

Dr.  Randall  said,  “We  in  the  churches 
and  ecumenical  bodies  must  assess 
whether  we  did  all  we  could  to  fulfill  our 
commitments  to  human  rights  in  this 
cause.  If  we  did  not,  let  us  repent  and 
move  to  a  new  seriousness  in  our 
response 


opposition  to  political  moves  in  Dublin 
which  could  enshrine  an  anti-abortion 
clause  in  the  Irish  constitution. 

Abortion  is  already  banned  by  law  in 
the  republic  but  the  government  plans  a 
national  referendum  on  a  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  which  would 
prohibit  any  future  legalization  of 
abortion  by  statute  or  judicial  decision. 

The  Methodists  argue  that  such  a 
change  in  the  constitution  would  lead  to 
the  insertion  of  an  inflexible  “Roman 
Catholic”  clause  into  the  constitution  and 
would  dismiss  as  irrelevant  to  the  Irish 
state  the  traditions  of  other  Christian 
churches. 

50  delegates 
given  free 
health  tests 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  If  50 
delegates  to  the  1982  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference  returned  home  with  a 
healthier  outlook  on  life,  they  can  thank 
United  Methodism’s  American  Univer¬ 
sity  here.. 

During  their  stay  on  the  school’s 
campus  for  the  1982  sessions,  the 
delegates  had  their  individual  health  and 
fitness  profiles  analyzed  by  graduate 
students  in  American’s  National  Center 
for  Health  Fitness.  Heart  rate  and  blood 
pressure,  percentage  of  body  fat,  body 
flexibility,  body  strength  and  lung 
capacity  were  tested. 

“As  a  result  of  going  through  the 
program,  the  delegates  learned  some 
physical  information  about  themselves 
and  how  they  stack  up  against  the  norms 
we  have,"  said  Dr.  Robert  Karch, 
director  of  the  center. 

“The  graduate  students  went  over  the 
results  of  each  test  with  the  delegates 
and  made  suggestions  on  how  and  when 
to  exercise  and  what  type  of  exercise 
might  be  best  for  them.” 

University  officials  said  the  purpose  of 
the  center  is  to  help  persons  determine 
which  health  and  fitness  activities  are 
most  effective  in  improving  the  quality  of 
long-term  health.  The  center  conducts 
health/fitness  research,  produces  and 
disseminates  related  information  and 
conducts  community  service  programs. 

Dr.  Karch  and  his  graduate  assistants 
said  they  also  are  interested  in  holding 
one-day  workshops  for  congregations  in 
the  area.  The  students  in  the  program 
are  training  for  positions  as 
health/fitness  managers  in  business, 
industry  and  government. 
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Training  session  for  pastors  in  new  T.V.  Church  School  Lesson  series. 


TV 

Ministry 
Update 

Broadcast  Schedule  for  July  and  August 

The  Broadcast  Schedule  for  July  and  August  is  as  follows : 


Teacher  Orientation  Broadcast 

Sunday,  July  25 

3:00p.m. 

Downlink  setting :  “W3” 

Channel  setting:  21  or  23 

First  Teacher  Training  Broadcast 

Monday,  July  26 

7:30p.m. 

Downlink  setting:  “W3” 

Channel  setting:  21  or  23 


First  Church  School  Lesson 
Sunday,  August  1 
9:35a.m. 

Downlink  setting :  "W4” 
Channel  setting:  21  or  23 

•  *  • 

All  August  Broadcasts 
Downlink  setting:  “W4” 
Channel  setting:  11 


Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  Sponsors  Seminars 


The  Faith  and  Order  Task  Force  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  is 
sponsoring  seminars  on  Local  Church 
Cooperation  for  Louisiana  pastors. 
Chairman  of  the  Task  Force  is  The  Most 
Rev.  Stanley  J.  Ott,  Auxiliary  Bishop  of 
the  Archdiocese  of  New  Orleans,  and 
vice-chairman  is  The  Right  Rev.  Willis 
Henton,  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  Western  Diocese  of  Louisiana. 

Pastors  in  south  Louisiana  are  invited 
to  meet  on  September  21,  1982,  at  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  5875 
Canal  Boulevard,  New  Orleans.  The 
meeting  will  begin  at  2:15  p.m.  and 
conclude  at  5:00  p.m.  Reservations  are 
not  necessary. 

Pastors  in  north  Louisiana  are  invited 
to  an  all-day  meeting  on  September  22, 
1982,  at  First  Presbyterian  Church,  900 
Jordan  St.,  Shreveport.  The  meeting  will 
begin  at  9:30  a. m.  Lunch  will  be  served, 
and  reservations  need  to  be  made  by 
writing  Dr.  Bill  Hatcher,  P.  0.  Box  1250, 


Ruston,  LA  71270  or  phoning  (318)255- 
6177. 

The  guest  speaker  for  both  of  these 
seminars  will  be  Brother  William  J. 
Martyn,  S.A.,  who  is  co-Director  of  the 
Graymoor  Ecumenical  Institute  of 
Garrison,  New  York.  The  Graymoor 
Institute  has  pioneered  in  interchurch 
cooperation.  Brother  Martyn  is  editor  of 
At/One/Ment  and  Associate  Editor  of 
Ecumenical  Trends  and  a  member  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  and  the 
Committee  on  Christian  Jewish 
Relations  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  He  received  his  B.A.  from 
Fordham  University  and  his  M.A.  from 
the  University  of  Dayton  and  served  as  a 
missionary  to  Brazil  from  1967  to  1973. 

In  addition  to  speaking  at  the  two 
seminars  listed  above,  Brother  Martyn 
will  speak  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  on 
September  20  and  21  at  Manresa  House  erf 
Retreats  in  Convent. 


Church  Extension  Efforts  Reported 


Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  Monroe 
District  Superintendent,  reports  that  the 
response  has  been  widely  enthusiastic 
when  Church  Extension  emphasis  has 
been  presented  in  his  District.  The 
District  Dinner  for  this  purpose  was  an 
inspiring  introduction  to  the  needs  and 
opportunities  in  Church  Extension. 
Continuing  efforts  by  pastors  and  laity 
alike  have  resulted  in  some  creative  and 
on-going  pursuits  of  the  goals: 

One  Church  has  placed  in  its  budget  for 
the  second  year  a  monthly  amount  for  an 
accumulating  fund  for  Church  Extension 
in  the  District. 


New  T.V.  Church  School  Lesson  Series  Introduced 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  has  announced  a  new 
television  church  school  lesson  series 
designed  as  a  resource  for  adult  church 
school  classes.  Teachers  from  churches 
with  a  downlink  along  with  teachers  from 
surrounding  churches  will  gather  each 
Monday  night  at  7:30  p.m.  to  preview  and 
discuss  the  lesson  to  be  used  the 
following  Sunday.  The  lesson  itself  will 
be  broadcast  each  Sunday  morning  at 
9:35a.m. 

How  appropriate  it  is  that  our  new 
Church  School  study  via  satellite  will  be 
on  the  subject  of  what  happened  “Those 
First  25  Years”  after  the  crucifixion  and 
resurrection  experience  —  and  the  story 
of  “How  The  Church  Was  Born.” 

Thus,  beginning  August  1st  the  new 

Awards  Given  at  Centenary 


study  series  will  be  “The  Early  Church 
—  The  First  25  Years.  ”  The  text  book  will 
be  William  Barclay’s  The  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  along  with  the  Book  of  “Acts" 
itself. 

The  series  will  begin  Sunday,  August  1, 
with  an  introductory  lesson  entitled 
“Beginning  The  First  25  Years”  and  will 
deal  with  the  events  and  forces  which 
brought  the  Disciples  back  together  after 
the  crucifixion  of  Jesus  and  formed  them 
into  “The  Early  Church." 

The  second  lesson,  scheduled  for 
August  8  is  entitled  “Pentecost  and  the 
First  Converts”  and  will  cover  the 
following  topics:  The  Pentecostal 
Experience,  Peter’s  First  Sermon,  3000 
converts  “added  to  the  church.”  healing 


The  highest  award  an  alumnus  can 
receive  at  Centenary  College  has  been 
given  to  Austin  G.  Robertson,  Sr.,  a  1935 
graduate.  He  was  named  to  the  Alumni 
Association’s  Hall  of  Fame  at  a  luncheon 
held  recently  on  campus,  and  his  portrait 
will  join  others  in  Centenary’s  Board 
Room. 

The  award  was  presented  by  Darrell 
Loyless,  vice  president  of  Centenary.  He 
cited  Mr.  Robertson,  a  partner  in  David 
Crow  Interests,  for  his  dedicated  work  as 
a  trustee,  serving  as  treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees;  chairman  of  the 
Endowment  and  Investment  Committee 
of  the  board,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Budget  Subcommittee  and  the  Oil  &  Gas 
Subcommittee  of  the  board. 

Naming  a  non-graduate  an  Honorary 
Alumnus  is  also  one  of  the  highest  honors 


the  College  can  bestow,  and  this  year’s 
recipient  was  Don  H.  Duggan.  President 
Donald  A.  Webb  presented  the  award  to 
him,  citing  Mr.  Duggan’s  commitment  to 
Centenary  as  chairman  of  the  1982  Great 
Teachers-Scholars  Fund  and  his  recent 
appointment  to  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  other  action  at  the  annual  Awards 
Luncheon,  a  check  from  the  Alumni 
Association  in  the  amount  of  $5,000  was 
presented  to  Mrs.  Ella  Edwards  for 
Centenary’s  Magale  Library;  Dr. 
Bradley  McPherson,  associate  professor 
of  biology  and  chairman  of  the 
department,  was  named  Outstanding 
Professor. 

Chris  Webb  is  director  of  alumni 
relations  at  Centenary  College,  and 
Wayne  Curtis  is  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association. 


REMINDER 

CURRI-U-SHOPS  IN  LOUISIANA 
Ruston  Baton  Rouge 

'  Trinity  Church  1  First  Church 

Oct.  5  Oct.  7-8 

Creationism  Suit  Ethnic  Minority 


The  Rev.  Jerry  James  (left)  present¬ 
ing  deed  to  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  New 
Orleans-Slidell  District  Superintendent. 


The  District  Trustees  have  leased  a 
plot  of  land  owned  by  the  District  and 
have  placed  the  lease  money  in  the  above 
accumulating  fund;  a  second  lease  is 
now  under  negotiation. 

The  District  Trustees  are  pursuing  the 
possibility  of  involving  abandoned 
Church  properties  in  the  Century  in 
program,  by  whatever  means  possible. 

One  Pastor  and  a  layperson  have 
planned  a  300-mile  bike  ride,  challenging 
Church  members  and  others  to 
contribute  to  Century  III  on  a  per-mile 
basis. 

The  Pastor  of  a  congregation  that 
recently  celebrated  its  175th  anniversary 
challenged  his  members  to  give  $175  per 
family  on  the  anniversary  day  to  Century 
III. 

A  husband  and  wife  in  one  of  the  black 
congregations  have  advised  the  District 
Superintendent  they  have  included  in 
their  will  two  houses  and  lots  as  a  gift  to 
the  Monroe  District  for  Church 
Extension  use  without  regard  to  race  or 
geographical  location  within  the  District. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  M.  James,  Pastor  of 
the  Second  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  reports  that  at  a  special 
session  of  its  charge  conference,  the 
Church  voted  to  give  a  lot  it  had  owned  to 
the  1000  Club  for  its  work  in  Church 
Extension.  The  1000  Club  was  authorized 
to  dispose  of  the  property  through  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation  or 
Century  III,  as  it  chose. 


Thrown  Out 

By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 

(UMNS)  —  A  federal  judge  June  28 
threw  out  a  suit  aimed  at  forcing  the 
teaching  of  creation  science  in  Louisiana 
public  schools. 

U.  S.  District  Court  Judge  Frank 
Polozola  ruled  that  his  court  had  no 
jurisdiction  in  the  suit  filed  by  state 
attorney  general  and  advocates  of 
creationism  against  Louisiana’s 
department  of  education  which  refused 
to  implement  the  1981  law  requiring  the 
teaching.  Judge  Polozola  said  there  was 
not  need  for  the  federal  court  to  become 
involved  in  the  dispute  and  added,  “The 
Louisiana  state  judges  are  very  capable 
of  resolving  this.” 

Arkansas  was  the  first  state  to  pass  a 
law  requiring  public  schools  that  teach 
the  theory  of  evolution  to  give  balanced 
treatment  to  the  theory  known  as 
creation  science.  Louisiana  was  second. 
Several  others  are  considering  similar 
legislation. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
initiated  a  court  challenge  in  both  states. 
In  Arkansas,  a  federal  judge  ruled  that 
"creationism”  is  religious  in  its  import 
and  that  the  Arkansas  law  requiring  its 
teaching  in  public  schools  violated  the 
constitutional  separation  of  church  and 
state. 
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ministry  begins,  social  service  ministry 
of  church  begins  and  Peter’s  Second 
Sermon. 

On  August  15,  the  lesson  is  entitled 
“Persecution  of  The  Church”  and  will 
discuss  Peter  and  John’s  imprisonment, 
the  conflict  of  government  and  faith  and 
the  beginning  of  Stephen's  ministry 

The  fourth  lesson.  “The  Conversion  of 
Paul,”  will  be  broadcast  on  August  22.  It 
will  include  such  topics  as:  Stephen's 
trial  and  sermon,  the  stoning  of  Stephen, 
Paul’s  conversion,  the  first  non-Jewish 
converts,  the  Samaritan  and  the 
Ethiopian. 

“The  Church  and  the  Gentiles”  is  the 
title  of  the  August  29  telecast.  It  will 
consider  various  conflicts  within  the 


Church,  for  example,  Peter  vs.  Paul, 
Peter  and  Cornelius,  Paul  and  Barnabas. 

During  Pastor’s  School,  pastors  of 
churches  with  a  downlink  were  invited  to 
a  special  training  session  in  the  T.V. 
studio  of  First  Church,  Shreveport,  to 
discuss  the  new  church  school  lesson 
series.  A  sample  lesson  shown  to  the 
group,  followed  by  a  discussion  of  the 
lesson  gave  the  pastors  ideas  of  how  the 
new  resource  may  be  used.  A  question 
and  answer  period,  for  technical 
problems,  was  included  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin  spoke  to  the  group 
urging  the  pastors  to  earnestly  support 
the  new  TV  Ministry  in  our  conference. 
He  stated  the  Louisiana  Conference  has  a 
great  opportunity  to  use  the  powerful 
influence  of  television  in  a  positive  way. 


Church  School 
Enrichment  Project 

During  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  the  New  Orleans  Bi-District 
Ethnic  Minority  Church  School 
Enrichment  Project  made  another 
significant  step  forward  with  the  hiring 
of  Mrs.  Barbara  Hamilton  as  a  Christian 
Education  resource  person  to  work  with 
twelve  Inner  City  Black  Churches. 

Since  its  origin  almost  two  years  ago  at 
a  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry  meeting  in 
the  new  Quadrennium,  this  project  has 
had  one  purpose  in  mind.  And,  that 
purpose  was  to  bring  monies  collected  by 
the  General  Church  during  this 
Quadrenniums’  Missional  Priority  of 
strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  local 
church  back  into  our  Conference.  Two 
Grants  have  been  awarded  since 
January  of  this  year.  The  first  one  in  the 
amount  of  $10,400  from  the  Division  of 
Diaconal  Ministry,  in  Nashville,  and  the 
second  from  the  Conference  budget  for 
Special  Ministries  in  the  amount  of 
$3,000.  These  two  funding  sources  make 
possible  a  highly  unique  experiment 
during  the  Quadrennium  to  help  support 
the  growth  and  development  of  Christian 
Education,  and  the  training  of  an  Ethnic 
Minority  person  in  an  area  of  Diaconal 
careers. 

Several  goals  have  been  established 
for  the  project  that  include: 

1 )  Developing  a  support  network  that 
will  foster  a  sense  of  common  task  and 
shared  responsibility  in  Christian 
Education  in  these  churches.  2)  Creating 
an  awareness  within  the  Conference  of 
the  special  priority  of  Christian 
Education  in  Ethnic  Minority  churches. 

3)  Strengthening  other  Ethnic  Minority 
local  churches  through  modeling  a 
concept  of  clustering  Christian 
Education  resources  and  personnel. 

4)  Modeling  Diaconal  Careers  within  the 
Conference  and  its  potential  for  Ethnic 
Minority  people. 

During  the  month  of  June,  Mrs. 
Hamilton  attended  studies  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  in  the  area  of 
Christian  Education  toward  her 
Certification  by  the  Conference  Board  of 
Diaconal  Ministry.  Barbara  has  taught 
Public  School  in  Louisiana  since  1958, 
having  her  B.A.  and  M.Ed.  Degrees  from 
Southern  University  in  Baton  Rouge.  She 
brings  other  gifts  and  graces  to  the  work 
of  this  project  that  should  make  her  a 
valuable  resource  person. 

The  Churches  that  Mrs.  Hamilton  will 
be  consulting  include,  in  the  New 
Orleans/Houma  District:  First  Street, 
Peck,  Peoples,  Phillips  Memorial, 
Trinity  and  Wesley,  and,  in  the  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District:  Hartzel,  Ray 
Avenue,  St.  Phillips,  Brooks,  LaHarpe, 
and  Thompson. 


Around  The  Conference 


Denham  Springs  LMW  Create  Symbols 


Connie  Peak 
Denham  Springs  UMW 


Connie  Peak  and  other  members  of 
the  Sarah  Kent  Circle  of  the  UMW  at 
Denham  Springs  First  Church  have 
created  a  wall  hanging  with  symbols  of 
the  ecclesiastical  calendar.  Using 
different  colored  beads,  tiny  brass  and 
copper  wire  and  “plenty  of  glue,  plenty 
of  patience,"  Miss  Peak  says,  the 
women  made  decorations  based  on 
Bible  verses,  and  symbolic  of  Advent, 
Christmas,  Lent,  Easter,  the 
Ascension,  Pentecost,  Baptism.  Holy 
Communion  and  other  Christian 
celebrations.  A  pale  lavender 
background  was  used. 

Miss  Peak,  a  retired  public  health 
nurse,  is  a  long-time  Bible  student  and 
teacher.  Each  Christmas  she  decorates 
a  tree  with  Chrismons  as  a  gift  to  the 
church. 


Calvin  to  Teach  Course 


The  Reverend, 

George  W.  C.  Cal¬ 
vin,  Sr.,  has  been 
invited  to  teach  the  ! 
course,  “PIL¬ 
GRIMAGE  OF 
FAITH  —  ONE¬ 
NESS  IN  CHRIST,” 
in  the  Texas  Con¬ 
ference  School  of 
Christian  Mission, 

July  16-23,  1982,  at  ' 
the  Lakeview  Meth¬ 
odist  Assembly,  Lakeview,  Texas. 

The  Rev.  Calvin  recently  attended 


the  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission,  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Texas, 
for  certification. 

He  has  also  received  certification  to 
teach  in  Regional  Schools  in  1983,  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
York. 

He  has  taught  in  Conference  Schools 
of  Christian  Mission  in  Louisiana,  South 
Georgia,  Mississippi  and  North  Texas. 

Rev.  Calvin  serves  as  Pastor  of 
Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 


Colonial  Day  Relived  at  DeRidder 


Colonial  Days  were  relived  at  a  gala  Independence  Day  Celebration  Sunday 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  DeRidder.  Many  of  the  congregation  arrived 
for  the  morning  worship  service  dressed  in  colonial  fashions,  and  the  traditions 
of  the  era  were  observed,  including  a  call  to  worship  by  the  drummer  and  bell 
ringer,  and  an  active  "prodder"  to  keep  any  sleepy  parishoner  awake  during 
the  service,  using  a  long  pole  with  feathers  attached.  Following  the  morning 
service,  the  congregation  enjoyed  “dinner  on  the  grounds,”  followed  by  games 
and  other  special  activities,  according  to  Rev.  Jack  Winegeart,  pastor  of  the 
church.  In  the  photo,  some  of  the  congregation  pose  behind  a  covered  wagon. 
Assisting  with  the  musical  program  was  a  group  of  musicians  from  Fort  Polk 
who  accompanied  the  choir  in  a  stirring  patriotic  medly. 


Groundbreaking  at  Blackwater 


On  June  27,  groundbreaking  services 
were  held  at  the  Blackwater  United 
Methodist  Church  for  their  new  $600,000 
Sanctuary.  Shown  handling  the  shovels 
are  members  of  the  pastoral  staff: 
Mark  Martin  and  Ted  Smith, 


Associates,  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Senior 
Minister,  and  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed, 

District  Superintendent.  Work  is 

expected  to  be  finished  and  the 

congregation  will  occupy  the  new 

facility  in  April  of  1983. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorial 


Unpopular  court  ruling  may 
serve  God’s  purpose  for  humanity 


Even  though  we,  like  others,  often  find 
ourselves  in  disagreement  with  rulings  of 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  we  are  thankful 
that  those  who  framed  our  Constitution 
were  wise  enough  to  devise  a  system  of 
checks  and  balances  —  including  the 
Supreme  Court's  right  to  overturn 
federal  or  state  laws  interpreted  to  be  in 
violation  of  constitutional  principles. 

A  recent  case  in  point  was  the  high 
court’s  decision  to  strike  down  a  Texas 
law  which  sought  to  deprive  illegal  aliens 
from  receiving  a  free  public  education. 

The  state  contended  that  it  has  no 
obligation  to  educate  non-citizens  who 
are  in  this  country  illegally,  and  that  a 
decision  to  the  contrary  would  have  dire 
economic  consequences  on  the  state  and 
on  numerous  school  districts.  Our 
instinct  as  tax-payers  was  immediately 
to  identify  with  the  state’s  position. 

However,  in  the  two  years  since  the 
original  U.S.  District  Court  ruling,  which 
the  Supreme  Court  upheld,  those  forecasts 
have  proven  to  be  grossly  overstated. 

Even  if  providing  a  basic  education  for 
illegal  aliens  should  work  a  severe 
hardship  on  some  school  districts,  we 
believe  the  courts  have  ruled  wisely  —  on 
moral  and  practical  grounds  —  as  well  as 
constitutional  grounds.  The  children 
affected  by  the  court’s  decision  are  not, 
for  the  most  part,  in  this  country  by  their 
own  choice.  It  is  immoral  to  punish 
children  for  the  transgressions  of  their 
parents. 

In  practical  terms,  refusing  to  provide 
such  persons  with  a  basic  education 
almost  inevitably  guarantees  far  greater 
long-term  costs  to  society  —  both  in 
dollars  and  in  negative  social 
consequences.  They  tend  to  become  illi¬ 
terate.  impoverished  ‘  wards  of  the 
state.”  helpless  to  function  as  responsi¬ 
ble  individuals,  and  penalizing  the 
society  which  must  support  them,  often 
in  jails  and  prisons  where  they  end  up 
because  they  have  no  employable  skills 
with  which  to  earn  a  decent  living. 

The  education  of  illegal  alien  children 
is  but  one  small  part  of  a  much  larger 
social  problem.  Contrary  to  the  assump¬ 
tions  of  some  people,  this  problem  is  not 
limited  to  those  states  which  have 
common  borders  with  Mexico.  It  is  a 
problem  of  nationwide  scope,  as  was  dra¬ 
matically  illustrated  recently  by  revela¬ 
tions  of  a  vast  network  for  bringing 
illegal  aliens  into  the  U.S.  from  Mexico 
and  transporting  them  to  the  Chicago  area. 

Any  anger  or  frustration  we  may  feel 
over  the  illegal  presence  of  such  persons 
in  our  country  should  be  directed  at  least 
equally  at  those  who  profit  from 
employing  them  —  whether  as  migrant 
farm  workers  or  as  “sweat  shop"  factory 
laborers,  or  a  wide  variety  of  othef  low- 
paying  jobs.  When  it  becomes  financially 
unprofitable  to  employ  persons  who  are 
in  this  country  illegally,  then  the  primary 
incentive  for  their  entry  into  the  U.S. 


may  not  disappear,  but  it  will  diminish 
greatly. 

While  we  await  and  hope  for  a  compre¬ 
hensive,  long-term  solution  to  the  con¬ 
figuration  of  problems  involving  illegal 
aliens,  hundeds  of  thousands  of  such  per¬ 
sons  are  here.  We  applaud  the  Supreme 
Court  for  recognizing  this  fact  and  for  in¬ 
sisting  that  they  are  entitled  while  here  to 
be  treated  as  human  beings. 

The  consciences  of  the  bare  5-4 
majority  who  made  this  ruling  were  no 
doubt  informed  at  least  indirectly  by  our 
nation's  Christian  heritage,  including  the 
high  value  our  religious  tradition  places 
on  extending  justice  and  compassion  to 
all,  and  especially  those  who  comprise 
the  bottom  rungs  of  the  social  ladder. 

We  recognize  and  lament  the  fact  that 
this  decision  may  set  a  precedent  with 
potentially  far-reaching  and  costly  impli¬ 
cations  in  other  areas  of  social  welfare. 
As  Christians,  however,  we  should  never 
place  a  greater  value  on  dollars  than  on 
the  basic  welfare  of  human  beings. 

We  should  give  thanks  anytime  so 
many  persons  are  helped  as  by  this  court 
decision.  We  find  it  easy  to  imagine  the 
divine  judgment  of  our  Lord  in  heaven 
would  render  regarding  this  human  court 
decision:  “If  you  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these,  you  have  done  it  unto 
me.” 

Letters  to  the  Erlitor 


CAROL,  W£  NE£t>  A 
TEACflf  E  FOR  THE 
TH\  &PAPE  CJ.A44. 
YOU  WOUU7HT 
IfVAHT  THE  JOg, 
WOULD  YOU? 


BECKY,  X  DON'T 
6UE&  W  WANT 
TO  TEACH  THE 
7«,  6 RACE  CLASS, 
WOU1P  YOU? 


HELLO- JOHN?  YOU 
WOUUW'r  BE  INTER¬ 
ESTS?  IN  TEACHING 
THE  TUt  6 RAPE 
CLASS,  WOULD  YOU? 


1  CAST  BELIEVE 
HOW  NEGAntf  SOME 
TEOPLE  ARE 
ABOUT  1HE  LOUP'S 
WORK. 


Here  I  Stand 

We  need  to  let  television  preachers 
know:  ‘our  ministers  do  believe 9 


JULY  23, 1982 


Winona  Cochran 


By  WINONA  O.  COCHRAN 

On  a  Sunday  morning  several  months 
ago,  my  husband  was  ill.  Instead  of 
attending  church  as  his  usual  custom,  he 
stayed  home  and  listened  to  a  sermon  on 
television  by  the  Rev.  Jimmy  Swaggart, 
one  of  the  so-called  “Electronic 
Preachers.”  What  my  husband  heard 
shocked  and  upset  him  very  much.  When 
I  returned  from  church,  he  told  me  about 
Mr.  Swaggart’s  sermon.  I  was  as 
surprised  and  upset  as  he  was. 

In  his  sermon,  Mr.  Swaggart  severely 
criticized  and  denounced  the  ministers  of 
most  of  the  mainline  Christian 
denominations,  including  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  called  them  “lily- 
livered,  two-bit,  four  flushing  cowards, 
yellow  spined  skunks  called  preachers.” 
Of  course,  he  was  not  referring  to  all  the 
ministers,  but,  according  to  him,  at  least 
50  percent  of  them. 

I  could  not  believe  such  a  statement  to 
be  true,  so  I  decided  to  find  out  if  his 
accusations  were  true.  I  contacted  the 
Jimmy  Swaggart  Organization  and 
asked  for  a  tape  of  the  sermon  to  be  sure 
that  my  husband  had  heard  Mr. 
Swaggart  correctly  and  that  the  facts  I 
would  repeat  were  correct.  The 
statements  listed  below  were  taken 
directly  from  an  August  8,  1981,  tape  of 


his  sermon  that  was  heard  on  television 
the  Sunday  after  Thanksgiving. 

Mr.  Swaggart  quoted  the  following 
statistics  from  the  March-April  issue  of 
“Current  Events”  and  “Bible  Prophecy 
Newsletter”  which  also  appeared  in  the 
1967  “Christianity  Today”  magazine. 
The  statistics  he  quoted  were 
immediately  recognizable  as,  at  best, 
outdated,  since  they  were  published  14 
years  ago.  He  did  not  repeat  them 
exactly  as  they  were  quoted  in  the 
Newsletter.  Also  it  is  hard  to  put  much 
credibility  in  his  conclusions  regarding 
the  original  statistics,  since  I  do  not 
know  exactly  how  many  Methodists  were 
contacted,  if  they  were  taken  from  a  true 
cross-section  of  our  country,  and  if  the 
term  Methodists  referred  to  United 
Methodists,  Free  Methodists,  or 
Methodists  in  general. 

According  to  Mr.  Swaggart,  “Most  of 
the  preachers  of  the  churches  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  hell.  Eighty-five  hundred 
replies  from  10,000  questionaires  sent  out 
by  a  sociologist  were  mailed  to  a  cross- 
section  of  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  all 
over  the  United  States. 

“Question  #  l :  Was  Jesus  Christ  born  of 
the  Virgin  Mary? 

44%  of  the  Methodists  answered  No. 


Missionary  offers  Falkland/Malvinas  overview 


To  the  Editor : 

The  truce  that  brought  an  end  to  the  hot 
battles  in  the  cold  Falkland-Malvinas 
Islands  centered  the  world’s  attention  on 
an  old  problem.  Europeans  and  North 
Americans,  when  they  thought  about  the 
matter,  supposed  those  isles  to  be  a 
remnant  of  the  far-flung  British  empire. 
At  the  same  time  every  Argentinian  has 
been  brought  up  on  his  grammar  school 
geography  in  which  the  Islas  Malvinas 
appear  on  all  school  maps  as  a  part  of  his 
country  —  an  indispensable  share  of  her 
heritage  since  independence.  For  them 
what  happened  April  2  was  the  rightful 
restitution  of  a  national  inheritance. 

Now  that  the  shooting  has  stopped  the 
problem  goes  back  to  the  diplomats. 
Questions  will  continue  to  crop  up.  How 
long  can  the  European  imperalist 
presuppositions  of  the  ages  of  discovery, 
imposed  by  force  of  arms  into  the  latter 
part  of  the  twentieth  century,  continue  to 
determine  world  policy?  How  long  can 
the  British  government  permit  a  number 
of  islanders  who  would  barely  fill  a  few 
London  city  blocks  to  determine  a 
relationship  affecting  a  nation’s  and  a 
continent's  sense  of  justice  and  history? 
Can  this  unfortunate  war  in  such  an 
unlikely  place  help  the  world  reach  a  new 
level  of  wisdom  in  the  relationship 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Social  action  should  have 
clear-cut  Christian  goals 


As  I  arrived  at  the  diamond 
anniversary  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  I  had  mixed 
expectations.  In  preparing  to  cover  the 
MFSA  meeting,  I  was  impressed  by  the 
group’s  colorful  history.  I  had  also  heard 
some  unflattering  comments  about  the 
Federation's  commitments  and  methods 
(see  UMR  July  16).  Now  was  my  first  op¬ 
portunity  to  form  my  own  opinions  of  the 
group. 

I  was  not  surprised  by  the  small  number 
of  persons  present.  MFSA  never  has  been 
a  mass  movement.  But  then,  groups 
which  tend  to  champion  unpopular  causes 
seldom  attract  a  large  number  of 
followers. 
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Garlinda  Burton 


But  I  knew  that  the  social  creed  upon 
which  the  federation  was  founded  in  1907 
and  many  of  its  public  statements  on 
social  issues  were  to  have  a 
revolutionary  and  lasting  influence  on 
the  church.  So,  75  years  later,  I  hoped  to 
find  a  still-small  group  of  progressive, 
analytical  Christians  still  determined  to 
bring  the  teachings  of  Christ  to  bear  on 
contemporary  social  issues. 

My  hopes  were  diminished  greatly  by 
what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  hurried 
method  of  operation  by  the  caucus.  With 
little  discussion  the  group  voted 
unanimously  to  support  the  involvement 
of  the  National  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  its 
defense  of  a  black  former  mayor  of 
Tchula,  Miss.,  who  has  been  convicted  of 
defrauding  the  federal  government  and 
who  is  presently  on  trial  for  murder. 
According  to  some  National  Division 
staff  members,  his  conviction  was  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  racist  conspiracy,  despite  the 
fact  that  most  of  involved  parties,  includ¬ 
ing  nearly  all  of  the  jurors,  were  also 
black. 

The  Reporter  and  other  media  have 
reported  in  considerable  detail  both  sides 
of  the  resulting  controversy.  A  careful 
sifting  and  weighing  of  the  competing 
claims  reveals  anything  but  a  clear-cut 
case  of  racial  injustice.  That  the 
members  of  MFSA  would  vote  to 
investigate  the  issue  and  watch  for  signs 
of  discrimination  as  the  celebrated  case 
continues  to  unfold  would  be  understand¬ 
able.  That  any  group  would  assume  dis¬ 
crimination  and  cry  “racism”  in  a  case 
as  muddled  as  this  one  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  classic  case  of  “knee-jerk  white 
liberalism." 

As  a  black  Christian  I  have  known  the 
reality  of  racial  injustice,  and  laud  any 
group  which  seeks  to  wipe  out  ail 
remaining  evidences  of  it.  But  racism’s 
hard  shell  covers  many  unsuspecting 
hearts  —  perhaps  even  some  of  those  who 
refer  to  themselves  as  “liberals  ” 

No  matter  how  kindly  intended,  it  is  as 
racist  to  assume  that  any  criminal 
charge  against  a  black  person  is  bogus 
and  to  cry  "racism”  as  it  is  to  arrest  and 
convict  an  innocent  person  just  for  being 
black. 

Christ  calls  us  to  act,  but  also  to  weigh 
the  merits  of  our  actions  in  light  of  His 
teachings  Well-intentioned  groups  who 
want  to  join  in  the  fight  for  racial  justice 
should  recognize  that  black  Christians 
don't  usually  separate  their  role  as 
soldiers  for  freedom  from  their  role  as 
soldiers  of  the  Lord. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


between  countries,  in  the  understanding 
of  rightful  jurisdiction  of  the  seas,  the 
world's  slender  resources,  and  so  forth? 

We  arrived  in  Argentina  as 
missionaries  a  few  weeks  before  the 
occupation  of  the  islands  on  April  2. 
There  was  widespread  public  rejoicing 
along  with  some  private  concern  about 
the  means  used  to  reincorporate  the 
Malvinas  Islands  into  Argentine 
jurisdiction.  Throughout  the  Falklands- 
Malvinas  crisis  Argentine  Methodist 
leaders  expressed  their  concern  for 
peace  and  the  resolution  of  conflict  by 
debate  rather  than  war. 

Our  ministry  in  western  Patagonia  is 
largely  among  descendants  of  Welsh 
settlers  who  came  to  this  empty  land  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  19th  century.  They 
left  their  homeland  because  their 
language  and  cultural  heritage  were 
beset  by  English  expansionism,  and  their 
beautiful  valleys  were  being  torn  up  by 
coal  mines  to  feed  British  industries. 
Their  present-day  descendants  cherish 
the  heritage  of  chapel  and  hymnody; 
they  share  the  common  Argentine 
perspective  on  geography  and  history.* 
They,  too,  lament  that  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States  have 
chosen  to  disregard  Latin  American 
concerns  for  a  new  day  in  which  the 
imperialist  and  colonialist  presupposi¬ 
tions  of  the  past  shall  wither  away. 
LeGrand  Smith 
Chubut  Province,  Argentina 

Israel’s  treatment 
of  Palestinians  rapped 

To  the  Editor: 

Beginning  in  1948  the  Jews  took  over 
Palestine.  Although  this  land  was  the 
ancient  home  of  the  Hebrews,  it  has  been 
the  homeland  of  the  Arab  Palestinians 
for  centuries.  Since  1948  Israel  literally 
has  been  pushing  the  Palestinians  out  of 
their  homes  and  denying  them  their  civil 
liberties.  Because  Palestinian  refugees 
insist  on  fighting  for  their  rights,  Israel 
now  has  invaded  Lebanon. 

The  Jews  should  know  better  than  any 
other  people  that  persecution  only 
embitters  and  unifies  the  oppressed  in 
their  yearning  for  righteousness.  Instead 
of  following  international  terrorism,  they 
should  heed  the  Hebrew  prophets:  “Do 
justice,  love  mercy  and  walk  humbly 
with  thy  God”  (Micah6:8). 

Phil  Pierce 

West  Frankfort,  Illinois 

Alcohol,  drug  abuse 
stories  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Boy,  am  I  happy  to  see  the  UMR  take 
up  the  cause  of  publicizing  our  church's 
activities  in  fighting  drug  abuse  and 
alcoholism  (see  UMR,  June  25).  Since 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse  is  the  No.  1 
family  problem,  according  to  several 
surveys,  and  has  been  “shut  down"  as  a 
UMC  Special  Sunday  concern  since  1980, 
I’m  glad  we  haven’t  consequently  “shut 
it  out”  also.  Especially  when  govern¬ 
ment  funding  for  combatting  this  de¬ 
structive  killer  has  been  axed  severely. 

Thank  you,  UMR,  for  caring,  and  for 
printing  the  hopeful  word  many  families 
need  so  desperately  to  hear! 

John  M.  Hightower 
Chatfield,  Texas 

Some  union  members  are 
strong  church  supporters 

To  the  Editor: 

I  cannot  see  how  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  can  avoid  connections  with 
unions,  as  the  letter  from  Wayne  Trichler 
of  Yates  Center,  Kansas,  suggested  in 
the  July  9  issue. 

I  see  many  fine  union-related  families 
donating  their  time,  talent,  and  money  to 
support  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

If  Mr.  Trichler  doesn’t  want  church 
members  to  support  unions,  is  it  possible 
that  he  also  doesn’t  want  church 
members  to  support  the  church? 

Margie  N.  Coffee 
Houston,  Texas 
Acts  based  on  half-truths 
discredit  church’s  witness 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  giving  the  church  the 
complete  picture  about  the  situation 
involving  Eddie  James  Carthan  (see 


UMR,  May  28  and  June  4,  11  and  18).  It  is 
important  for  us  to  know  the  whole  truth. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  National 
Division  of  our  church’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  has  betrayed  the 
power  entrusted  to  them  by  taking  action 
based  on  half-truth  and  substituting 
prejudice  for  openness  to  learn  the  entire 
set  of  circumstances. 

Dr.  Rene  Bideaux  is  to  be  commended 
for  his  apology  and  his  later  attempt  to 
relate  to  all  involved,  as  your  June  11 
editorial  noted. 

Christian  witness  and  action  are 
responsibilities  of  the  church,  but  when 
half-truth  and  counter-prejudice  are 
used,  it  leaves  the  church  in  the  position 
of  being  a  co-conspirator  rather  than  a 
witness  for  justice.  Robert  w  Schumm 

St.  Charles,  Illinois 

Mission  task  always 
involves  risk  of  discord 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  June  11  editorial 
headlined  “  ‘New  image’  outlined, 
exhibited  by  mission  exec  is 
encouraging"  and  for  the  expressed  good 
will  toward  the  staff  of  the  National 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  As  president  of  the  National 
Division,  I  also  found  Roy  Beck’s  article 
in  the  same  issue  informative  concerning 
reasons  for  Division  involvement,  both  in 
Holmes  County,  Mississippi,  and  with  the 
former  Mayor  of  Tchula,  Miss.,  Eddie 
James  Carthan. 

As  National  Division  directors  and 
staff  have  continued  in  discussions  with 
the  leadership  of  the  North  Mississippi 
Conference  and  Holmes  County,  there 
has  come  to  mind  the  first  century 
church  in  Jerusalem  and  its  internal 
struggles.  I  find  it  helpful  to  remember 
that  discord  within  the  church  is  not  alien 
to  our  heritage  nor  necessarily  alien  to 
our  spiritual  growth  and  effective 
Christian  witness  and  service. 

The  mission  mandate  as  stated  in 
paragraph  1528  of  the  “Discipline”  states 
in  part:  "...  The  National  Division  is 
committed  to  an  expression  of  faith 
which  understands  that  God  through 
Jesus  Christ  is  active  in  all  of  life  and 
works  in  church  and  secular  society  for 
dignity  and  justice  among  persons  and 
communities.”  This  statement  goes  to 
the  heart  of  the  Christian  mission  and 
always  carries  the  potential  of  tension. 

Although  your  editorial  refers  to  a 
“new  image”  for  the  National  Division,  I 
want  to  share  a  perspective  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  represents  the  directors  and  staff. 

It  would  be  inaccurate  to  assume  a 
radically  new  or  different  direction  of  the 
National  Division.  We  feel  there  is 
consistency  between  present  and  past 
leadership.  Rene  Bideaux  was 
unanimously  selected  by  the  National 
Division  and  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  because  of  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  comprehensive  mission  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  division  and  his  qualifications 
to  administer  the  total  program. 

Ann  Pfisterer 
Henderson,  Kentucky 

Oversupply  of  seeds  offered 

To  the  Editor: 

In  this  time  of  tight  budgets  and 
unemployment,  I  want  to  offer  what  I  can 
to  help  people.  I  have  several  gallons  of 
flower  and  vegetable  seeds  collected 
from  my  garden,  which  is  certainly  more 
than  I  can  replant. 

If  any  of  your  readers  want  to  send  me 
a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope.  I’ll 
be  happy  to  send  them  some  seeds,  whe¬ 
ther  to  add  beauty  to  their  lives  or  some 
extra  food.  God  has  blpssed  me  with  my 
garden  and  I’d  like  to  repay  Him. 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Woody 
Farmers  Branch,  Texas 
EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Letters  addressed  to 
Mrs.  Woody  c/o  The  Reporter  will  be 
forwarded  promptly  to  her. 

Slavery  is  never  a 
proper  subject  for  levity 

To  the  Editor: 

At  my  local  church,  it  was  appalling  to 
see  people  during  a  church  service  offer 
themselves  as  “slaves"  to  prepare  a 
gourmet  dinner,  wash  windows  etc.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  should  never  be 


the  forum  for  such. 

On  June  1,  1844,  more  than  20  years 
before  the  War  Between  the  States,  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  split  North 
and  South  over  slavery.  That  division 
lasted  95  years  until  1939. 

Bishop  Andrew  of  Georgia  had 
inherited  a  mulatto  girl  and  a  Negro  boy 
from  the  estate  of  his  first  wife.  He  tried 
in  vain  to  free  the  girl  by  sending  her  to 
Liberia  or  to  live  in  a  free  state.  She 
refused  to  leave.  The  boy  was  too  young 
to  be  sent  away.  Bishop  Andrew’s  second 
wife  owned  slaves  inherited  from  her 
first  husband.  The  bishop  had  disclaimed 
any  part  of  his  wife’s  property.  He  had 
never  bought  a  slave.  There  was  no  way 
that  his  wife  could  legally  free  the  slaves 
if  she  chose  to  do  so.  The  church 
separation  was  caused  by  the  situation  of 
Bishop  Andrew. 

John  Wesley  directed  his  followers  to 
obey  the  law  with  one  exception  — 
slavery.  He  wrote  and  spoke  against  it. 
He  considered  the  idea  that  one  person 
could  own  another  the  most  abhorrent  of 
evils. 

B.  LaVange  Smith 
Claremont,  California 

Reporter  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

We  have  passed  through  many  phases 
of  the  church’s  life  in  the  last  few  years. 
The  decade  of  the  seventies  presented  its 
share  of  serious  problems,  and  readers 
tended  to  become  too  occupied  with 
single  issues.  It  was  a  time  when  balance 
of  judgment  often  was  lacking. 

During  that  period,  and  since,  the 
Reporter  has  shown  distinctive  balance 
and  ingenuity  in  dealing  with  difficult 
problems.  You  have  presented  an  objec¬ 
tive  point  of  view  and  approach  to  issues 
which  involve  great  emotion,  deep  convic¬ 
tion  and  often  more  heat  than  light. 

People  are  prone  to  be  blind  to  the 
point  of  view  of  their  opponents,  be  they 
“liberal”  or  “conservative.”  I  distrust 
these  two  “labels,”  because  they  are  not 
easily  defined,  like  a  number  of  others, 
but  you  have  shown  great  skill  and 
perception  in  holding  facts  to  the  light 
and  reminding  all  readers  of  the  right  of 
private  conviction. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  and 
commendation  for  a  difficult  task  well 
done.  You  have  upheld,  stressed  and 
expressed  the  Christian  Spirit  of  love, 
fellowship  and  tolerance. 

Immanuel  Nielsen 
Forest  Lake,  Minnesota 


They  do  not  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
bom  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  that  Jesus  was 
conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost  and  that 
Mary,  his  mother,  had  never  known  man. 
38%  of  the  Baptists,  40%  of  the 
Presbyterians  and  36%  of  the  Lutherans 
answered  No. 

Question  #2:  Do  you  believe  that  Satan 
actually  exists  and  there  is  a  literal  hell? 

53%  of  the  Methodists  answered  No. 
They  do  not  believe  that  Satan  is  real, 
demon  spirits  are  real,  or  that  there  is  a 
literal  hell.  45%  of  the  Baptists,  38%  of 
the  Presbyterians,  and  42%  of  the 
Lutherans  answered  No. 

Question  #3:  Is  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of 
God? 

48%  of  the  Methodists  answered  No. 
They  do  not  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  Son  of  God.  A  good  man,  a  prophet, 
maybe,  but  not  the  son  of  God.  42%  of  the 
Baptists,  42%  of  the  Presbyterians,  and 
43%  of  the  Lutherans  answered  No. 

Question  »4:  Is  the  Bible  the  Word  of 
God? 

54%  of  the  Methodists  answered  No. 
They  do  not  believe  the  Bible  is  the  Word 
of  God.  45%  of  the  Baptists,  43%  of  the 
Presbyterians  and  38%  of  the  Lutherans 
answered  No.” 

These  answers  caused  me  concern. 

I  cannot  believe  that  the  majority  of 
the  ministers  of  our  United  Methodist 
Church  are  insincere  and  that  Sunday 
after  Sunday  they  stand  in  their  pulpits 
preaching  sermons  they  do  not  believe  in 
and  cannot  stand  behind.  Many  years  ago 
John  Wesley’s  heart  was  strangely 
warmed  and  he  started  us  on  our  way.  I 
do  not  believe  that  we  have  strayed  that 
far  from  his  footsteps. 

That  Jesus  was  born  of  a  virgin,  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  that 
the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God  are  beliefs 
that  are  basic  to  our  faith  as  United 
Methodists.  We  affirm  these  beliefs  in  our 
creeds,  our  communion  sacraments,  in 
lessons  taught  throughout  our  United 
Methodist  literature  and  in  sermons 
preached  from  our  pulpits. 

Perhaps  there  are  some  ministers  in 
our  church  who  consider  their  ministry 
as  just  another  occupation,  but  I  feel  the 
majority  of  our  ministers  are  truly 
dedicated  to  the  fulfillment  of  their 
calling  and  are  in  their  pulpits  sincerely 
seeking  to  guide  us  in  the  ways  of  the 
Lord. 

If,  for  a  minute,  I  believed  that  the 
minister  in  my  church  did  not  truly 
believe  in  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Bible  as 
the  Word  of  God,  I  would  not  be  there  to 
hear  him  preach.  I  would  be  in  some 
other  church. 

Is  there  some  way  we  can  say  to  Mr. 
Swaggart  and  others  like  him  who 
malign  our  church:  “You  are  wrong.  Our 
ministers  do  believe"? 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mrs.  Winona 
O.  Cochran,  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bunkie,  Louisiana 
(Louisiana  Conference) . 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
“Here  1  Stand,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75 222. 


Correction 

A  sentence  in  the  “Here  I  Stand” 
column  by  Kazuyoshi  Kawata  in  the  July 
9  issue,  headlined  “South  Africa’s 
‘snail’s  pace’  effort  on  racism  is  ‘galling’ 
experience,”  contained  two  errors.  It 
was  stated  erroneously  that  “there  are 
4.2  million  non-whites  who  live  in  South 
Africa.”  The  sentence  should  have  read: 
“The  irony  is  that  there  are  .42  million 
non-citizen  whites  who  live  in  South 
Africa.” 

The  Reporter  staff  regrets  these 
errors. 


FREEING  UP  THEIR  FUTURE 

The  Methodist  Children's  Home,  an  orphanage  in  Sarawak  (East  Mal¬ 
aysia)  has  a  double  function:  to  provide  a  home  and  an  education  for 
children,  preschoolers  to  early  teens. 

Neither  is  an  easy  task.  Only  a  privileged  few  have  access  to  a  “free" 
government  education.  Everyone  else  has  to  attend  private  schools 
which  require  fees. 

For  as  little  as  $60  (U.S.)  you  can  offer  one  primary-level  student  a 
year's  education;  the  cost  is  $250  for  a  high  school  student.  For  these 
children,  the  best  things  in  life  are  not  free.  Education 
is  a  necessity.  Won't  you  give? 

Today’s  check  improves  tomorrow's  future. 

/WNCE  - 


Clip  this  coupon 
and  mail  with 
your  check  to: 
WORLD  DIVISION 
Room  1439 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115 
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Institute’s  first  seminar  lifts  ‘how-to’s’  of  evangelism 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

A  multi-denomination  congregation  in 
Washington  state  ...  a  United  Methodist 
seminary  in  Atlanta  ...  a  British  Methodist 
mission  field  in  Kenya  ... 

These  three  in  both  their  diversity  and  in  their 
Shared  Wesleyan  heritage  epitomized  the  recent 
first  international  seminar  of  the  Institute  for 
World  Evangelism. 

The  institute  was  founded  this  year  on  the 
campus  of  UM-related  Candler  School  of  Theology 
in  Atlanta. 

Emphasis  on  “how  to” 

•  Training  lay  people  and  pastors  in  “how  to  make 
-Christian  disciples”  is  the  purpose  of  the  institute, 

according  to  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  director  of 

•  world  evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

“So  many  ministers  are  maintenance 
ministers,”  he  said.  “They  look  after  people  who 
are  already  Christian,  but  we  must  remember 
that  in  every  country  there  are  millions  of  people 
who  are  outside  the  Christian  faith.” 

The  first  seminar  focused  on  Wesleyan 
evangelism.  It  attracted  66  participants  from  32 

British  church  rejects 
report  on  sexuality 


countries,  many  traveling  on  partial-expense 
travel  grants.  The  faculty  was  as  mixed  by 
nationality  as  was  the  student  body. 

Plans  call  for  an  international  seminar  to  be 
held  annually  in  Atlanta.  There  also  will  be 
regional  seminars,  starting  with  one  in  Korea  in 
December  and  two  in  Africa  in  July  1983. 

The  institute’s  director,  the  Rev.  George  Morris, 
told  the  Reporter  that  each  regional  seminar  will 
have  a  theme  appropriate  to  the  setting  and  need 
of  the  indigenous  church.  “But  the  overall 
theme,”  he  added,  “will  be  to  develop  a  Wesleyan- 
style  evangelism.” 

Mr.  Morris  said  he  knew  of  no  comparable 
evangelism  institute  in  any  other  world  Christian 
communion.  Although  seminars  are  open 
primarily  to  individuals  from  member 
denominations  in  the  World  Methodist  Council  and 
only  they  may  receive  travel  grants  and 
scholarships,  one  Presbyterian  from  Brazil 
attended  the  initial  seminar  in  Atlanta. 


Program  has  two  “rhythms” 

Mr.  Morris  spoke  of  two  “rhythms”  behind  the 
institute  for  evangelism  and  its  seminars.  “One  is 


the  rhythm  of  alternating  between  international 
and  regional  seminars.” 

The  other  "rhythM”  is  the  concept  that  any 
given  congregation  or  any  given  national 
denomination  can  be  both  a  "sending”  and  a 
"receiving”  group  of  Christians,  he  said. 

A  congregation  in  Richland,  Wash.,  is  an 
example  of  both  components  of  this  latter 
"rhythm." 

Each  congregation  is  "related”  to  a 
denomination,  and  that  denomination  designates 
the  ministerial  staff  for  that  congregation. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Harding  is  the  senior  minister  of 
the  "United  Methodist”  congregation.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Annual 
Conference. 

Mr.  Harding  has  been  in  Kenya  on  evangelistic 
missions  several  times  and  has  established  a 
friendship  with  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  director  of 
evangelism  for  the  Methodist  Church  of  Kenya 
and  a  lecturer  in  the  Atlanta  seminar.  The  Kenyan 
church  is  a  product  of  British  Methodist 
missionary  enterprises  and  is  active  in  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

Mr.  Harding  learned  that  two  district 
superintendents  from  the  Kenya  Methodist 


Church  were  scheduled  to  attend  the  seminar  in 
Atlanta,  he  arranged  for  his  church  to  pay  their 
travel  fares  if  they  could  come  six  weeks  early  and 
spend  that  time  interning  with  his  staff  in 
Washington. 

The  two  accompanied  Mr.  Harding  and  other 
ministers  on  the  staff  to  meetings  around  town, 
calling  on  parishioners,  speaking  to  civic  groups, 
and  filling  all  ministerial  roles  in  the  congregation 
except  private  counseling. 

From  Richland  they  went  to  Atlanta  for  the 
seminar.  From  there  they  were  going  home.  One 
classmate  in  Atlanta  was  an  old  friend  of  both  the 
Kenyans  and  of  Mr.  Harding.  She  is  Marian  Ferry, 
a  British  Methodist  missionary  to  Kenya. 

Now,  however,  she  is  on  leave  from  the  mission 
field  and  is  working  on  her  bachelor  in  theology 
degree  at  Hartley  Victoria  Methodist  College  in 
Manchester.  She  expects  to  complete  that  degree 
next  June  and  hopes  to  return  to  Kenya,  where  she 
has  served  six  years. 

And,  to  add  to  the  "rhythm,"  she,  too,  is  serving 
a  two-month  internship  with  the  Richland 
congregation.  She  said  she  wants  most  to  gain 
experience  in  pastoral  counseling  and  small-group 


PLYMOUTH,  England  (UMNS)  -  For 
the  first  time  since  1979,  the  British 
Methodist  Church  has  rejected  a 
controversial  report  on  human  sexuality 
According  to  a  spokeswoman  for  the 
church,  the  major  objection  to  the 
document  voted  on  June  29  centered  on 
.the  few  paragraphs  dealing  with 
homosexuality.  Margaret  Nixon,  the 
press  officer,  reported  the  unanimous 
view  of  the  working  party  which 
produced  the  report  was  that 
homosexual  orientation  should  be  no  bar 
to  ministerial  membership. 

As  to  homosexual  practice,  she  said, 
the  drafters  of  the  report  were  divided. 
Most  of  the  members  thought  that 
homosexual  practice  within  a  stable 
relationship  could  be  acceptable  to 
Christians,  but  a  minority  did  not  accept 
this  viewpoint  and  the  report  asked  the 
conference  to  accept  the  fact  that 
Methodist  opinion  was  divided. 

The  conference  finally  acted  to  take 
note  of  the  report  and  commend  it  for 
study. 

Homosexuality  has  been  the  most 
controversial  aspect  of  reports  in  1979 
and  1980.  The  former  said  that  within  a 
stable  relationship  homosexual  activities 
were  not  intrinsically  wrong  and  the 
conference  referred  it  for  further 
consideration  by  study  committees. 

In  1980,  a  revision  of  the  1979  report 
was  presented  which  reiterated  the  view 
'  that  homosexual  relationships  were  not 
intrinsically  wrong,  and  included  an 
expanded  treatment  of  biblical  attitudes 
to  homosexuality.  This  document  again 
was  referred  for  further  study  and 
evaluation  and  the  report  submitted  this 
year  was  the  result  of  those  discussions. 

This  year’s  report  said,  "our  sexuality 
is  as  truly  and  completely  a  part  of  our 
nature  as  is  our  rationality  .  .  .  (and) 
there  are  very  few  human  activities  into 
which  it  does  not  enter.”  It  also  said 
there  is  no  reason  to  preserve  at  all  costs 
the  nuclear  family  now  built  into  Western 


society.  It  continued: 

"Rather,  since  this  can  easily  become 
a  desert  or  a  prison  and  after  escape 
from  it  an  occasion  for  bitterness  and 
loneliness,  the  time  has  come  for  a  re¬ 
thinking  of  family  life  in  terms  of  growth 
in  independence  without  severance  of 
links  that  bind  us  to  each  other  ...” 

The  document  also  called  for  greater 
equality  for  women  in  the  church  and  in 
society  as  a  whole. 

The  conference  by  almost  an  80 
percent  margin  approved  proposals  for 
Covenanting  for  Visible  Unity  with  the 
United  Reformed  Church,  the  Moravian 
Church,  and  the  Church  of  England.  The 
first  two  also  have  approved  the 
covenant,  but  the  latter  failed  to  approve 
it  at  the  summer  session  of  its  general 
synod,  effectively  killing  the  proposal. 

In  separate  votes  Anglican  bishops  and 
laity  approved  the  proposal  but  the  clergy 
vote  fell  slightly  short  of  the  necessary 
two-third  majority,  according  to  a 
Religious  News  Service  story. 

It  was  the  Church  of  England’s  second 
major  rebuff  to  the  Methodist  Church  in 
12  years.  In  1970  it  was  the  house  of 
clergy  which  was  instrumental  in 
rejecting  a  scheme  for  reunion  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  the  Methodist 
Church. 

The  rejection  of  the  latest  proposals  by 
the  synod  brought  immediate  dismay  to 
leaders  of  the  Methodist  and  United 
Reformed  churches. 

Dr.  Kenneth  Greet,  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Conference,  said,  "The  failure 
of  the  general  synod  to  endorse  the 
proposals  for  a  covenant  is  deeply 
disappointing  to  all  who  have  worked  so 
hard  to  discover  an  acceptable  way 
forward  in  the  quest  for  closer  unity. 

“It  must  be  particularly  frustrating  to 
Anglicans,  who  once  again  see  the  will  of 
the  majority  frustrated  by  clerical 
domination  and  an  undemocratic  way  of 
voting.  That  is  a  system  which  must 
surely  now  be  reformed.” 


United  Methodist  ‘memory’  relocates 

MADISON,  N.N.  —  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr.  unpacks  the  United  Methodist  ■memory”  in  its  new  home  here,  the  United  Methodist 

Archives  and  Historical  Center  on  the  Drew  University  campus. 

Dr.  Yrigoyen.  chief  executive  for  the  General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History,  said  the  new  archives  center  will  be  open 
this  fall.  The  archives  were  moved  this  month  from  overcrowded  facilities  in  Lake  Junaluska.  N.C.  judi  benvenuti  photo 


Response  shows  congregation’s 
radio  ministry  is  hitting  home 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
AUSTIN,  Tex.  -  For  45  years, 
University  United  Methodist  Church 
here  had  carried  on  a  ministry  via  radio, 
adding  that  mass  media  approach  to  its 
strategically  crucial  location  adjacent  to 
the  sprawling  University  of  Texas 
campus. 

But  the  radio  station  policy  changed. 


Pensions  board  adjusts  investment 


ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (UMNS)  -  An  action 
aimed  at  fuller  implementation  of  United 
Methodism’s  Social  Principles  through 
investment  policy  marked  a  meeting  of 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Pension 
here  July  6-8. 

Having  had  for  years  a  policy 
restricting  investments  in  companies 
with  a  high  proportion  of  defense 
contracts,  the  board  made  an  adjustment 
in  that  policy.  It  voted  to  make  no  furthur 
bond  investments  in  any  company  on  the 
list  of  the  100  largest  defense  contractors 
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if  that  company’s  dollar  volume  of 
Department  of  Defense  contracts  is  more 
than  five  percent  of  the  firm’s  gross 
revenue. 

Talmadge  Roberts,  Washington,  D.C., 
chairperson  of  the  board’s  corporate 
fiduciary  responsibility  committee,  said 
the  current  investment  policy  is  in  line 
with  the  church’s  Social  Principles  and 
the  change  is  an  effort  toward  further 
implementation.  Hugh  Latimer, 
Buckhannon,  W.  Va.,  chairperson  of  the 
board’s  investment  company  said  the 
change  would  not  create  problems  in 
handling  investments. 

Gerald  Hornung,  Evanston,  Ill., 
general  secretary,  said  common  stocks 
were  not  involved  because  the  board,  as 
stockholder,  could  influence  corporate 
policy  through  its  votes.  There  is  no  such 
opportunity  through  non-voting 
securities  such  as  bonds. 

Board  members  were  asked  to  contact 
congressional  representatives  in  support 
of  two  bills  in  Congress  which  will  allow 
church  pension  agencies  to  continue  to 
write  contracts  covering  employers  who 
want  to  enroll  lay  employees,  such  as 
church  secretaries  and  hospital 


personnel,  in  church  pension  plans. 

On  the  investment  front,  the  30- 
member  board  learned  that  assets  it 
manages  increased  to  a  record  $978 
million  as  of  May  31,  a  gross  of  $21 
million  since  the  first  of  the  year.  A 
report  showed  that  while  the  income  on 
investments  fell  by  2.9  percent  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1982,  the  portfolio’s  overall 
return  continues  to  outperform  that  of 
leading  money  management  indicators. 


Computerized,  standardized,  predictable 
programming  was  “in"  and  anything 
beyond  the  established  format  was 
“out.”  Religious  broadcasting  definitely 
fit  the  latter  category. 

The  church’s  communications 
committee,  headed  by  a  university 
communications  professor.  Bob  Davis, 
wasn’t  content  to  leave  it  at  that.  They 
decided  to  re-enter  radio  —  on  a  different 
station,  —  and  in  a  different  way. 

Research  is  first  step 

First  the  committee  did  a  bit  of  what 
the  broadcasting  industry  and  others 
know  as  market  research.  Who,  the 
committee  members  asked  themselves, 
do  we  want  to  reach  via  radio?  The  25-40 
age  group  became  the  agreed  upon 
"target”  group.  These  were  seen 
basically  as  people  not  attending  church, 
a  bit  beyond  the  university  age  level  but 
probably  reachable  through  radio. 

Next  came  the  format  question.  What 
technique  should  be  used?  The 
committee  hit  on  the  one-minute  spot 


Extension  of  act  said 
due  to  church  advocacy 
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By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA  —  The  successful  extension 
of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  demonstrates 
once  again  that  the  black  church  is  the 
most  effective  agent  of  social  change  for 
the  black  community,  says  a  prominent 
United  Methodist  minister  and  civil 
rights  leader. 

The  25-year  extension  was  signed  by 
President  Reagan  on  June  29. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  pastor  of 
Central  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Atlanta  hailed  the  efforts  of  black  local 
churches  and  of  groups  such  as  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  (SCLS)  in  support  of  the 
extension.  Through  demonstrations, 
rallies  and  marches,  he  said,  they 
overcame  the  conservative  mood  of  the 
nation  and  President  Reagan's  earlier 
lack  of  support. 

“The  church  is  still  our  best  hope," 
said  Dr.  Lowery,  president  of  SCLC.  He 
recently  led  a  march  across  five  states  in 
support  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act.  He  calls 
the  SCLC  a  "social  action  arm  of  the 
black  church.” 

The  Voting  Rights  Act  bans  literacy 
tests  and  poll  taxes  as  determining 
factors  of  voter  eligibility,  makes 
bilingual  ballots  available  to  non- 
English-speaking  persons  and  provides 
assistance  for  illiterate  voters. 

The  act  further  requires  municipalities 
to  get  clearance  from  the  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  before  annexing  areas  to  insure  the 
intent  is  not  to  dilute  minority  voting 
strength. 


"If  the  act  is  aggressively  enforced," 
Dr.  Lowery  said,  "it  could  usher  in  a  new 
era  of  political  justice  in  this  country.” 
He  told  the  Reporter  that  the  revisions 
included  in  the  law’s  extension  actually 
have  strengthened  it.  A  1980  Supreme 
Court  ruling  in  a  Mobile,  Ala.  case 
interpreted  the  act  to  require  the  plaintiff 
in  a  voting  rights  violation  suit  to  prove 
intent  to  discriminate  against  minorities. 

"We  felt  that  interpretation  rendered 
the  Voting  Rights  Act  moot,"  Dr.  Lowery 
said.  “Some  persons  who  set  up  polls 
and/or  made  state  laws  are  dead  now. 
How  can  you  prove  intent?” 

The  25-year  extension  approved  by 
Congress  says  that  a  plaintiff  need  not 
prove  intent  to  discriminate;  rather  it 
must  only  be  proved  that  the  effect  of  an 
action  is  discriminatory. 

"Depending  on  how  vigorously  the 
Voting  Rights  Act  is  enforced  and  how 
hard  we  as  a  people,  work  together,  we 
may  be  pleasantly  surprised  to  find  we 
no  longer  need  a  Voting  Rights  Act  25 
years  from  now.  But  we’ve  still  got  a  long 
,  way  to  go,"  he  said. 

i  Although  he  praised  black  church 
members  for  being  the  catalysts  in 
extension  of  the  voting  act,  Dr.  Lowery 
said  some  black  Christians  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  in  general,  are 
retreating  from  their  activism  in 
advocating  social  change.  "The  church 
today  has  begun  to  follow  the  mindset  of 
the  nation.  We  have  been 'too  much  a 
thermometer  and  too  little  the 
thermostat,”  he  said. 


announcement  format,  and  the  senior 
minister,  the  Rev.  George  M.  Ricker, 
agreed  to  write  some  —  even  though  his 
only  broadcasting  experience  had  been  a 
weekly  "religion  in  the  news"  show  on  a 
small-town  station  during  a  previous 
pastorate. 

Mr.  Ricker  had  a  well  modulated  voice 
as  one  basic  starting  tool,  however,  and  a 
lively  committee  as  another.  As  soon  as 
he  had  written  some  spots,  the 
committee  invited  several  persons  from 
the  "target”  age  group  to  meet  in  one 
member's  home  to  "test  market"  some 
spots,  as  it  were,  and  to  respond. 

"We  got  some  good  critiques,”  Mr 
Ricker  told  the  Reporter.  "They  told  us 
that  the  spots  were  too  preachy;  we 
needed  to  tone  down  some  of  the  religious 
language." 

After  some  re-writing,  University 
Church  bought  time  on  KOKE  AM  &  FM 
—  local  country  and  western  stations  — 
and  broadcast  its  spots  three  times  a  day 
fora  month. 

Then,  in  good  communications  style, 
the  committee  evaluated  the  "product” 
and  the  "feedback,"  most  of  which  had 
come  via  the  church’s  24-hour  automated 
telephone  answering  service. 

Initial  feedback  showed,  Mr  Ricker 
said,  that  University  Church  radio  spots 
had:  (I)  hit  a  wider  age  span  than 
anticipated,  including  many  older 
persons;  (2)  reached  some  of  its  own 
members,  even  though  they  were  not 
“targets”;  (3)  reached  some  university 
students,  and  (4)  basically  hit  exactly  the 
targeted  group. 

Audience  responds 

Several  persons  asked  for  copies  of  the 
brief  radio  messages.  Each  of  the 
church’s  three  full-time  ordained 
ministerial  staff  members  received  at 
least  one  divorce  counseling  request  as  a 
result  of  Mr.  Ricker’s  “spot"  on  divorce. 

The  church  switched  its  next  group  of 
spots  to  an  "easy  listening"  format 
station.  Responses  were  running  steady 
when  the  church  stopped  its  time 
purchase  for  the  summer  months. 

Mr.  Ricker  has  written  about  25  of  the 
one-minute  spots  and  the  committee  has 
budgeted  $5,000  to  complete  this  year  on 
radio.  It’s  looking  at  $10,000  —  not  yet  set 
aside  but  probable  —  to  continue  the 
three-times-a-day  one-minute  spots 
during  1983. 

Mr.  Ricker  tapes  five  or  six  spots  per 
sitting  at  the  radio  station.  University 
spots  runs  under  the  title  "Here’s 
Something  to  Think  About.”  After  some 
40-45  seconds  of  comment  on  a  topic  such 
as  "Why  so  many  divorces?”  or  "What  is 
the  Christian  faith  in  a  nutshell?”  Mr. 
Ricker  signs  off  with  this  message: 

“If  you  have  a  question,  a  subject  or  a 
comment,  call  us.  We’re  in  the  book. 
University  United  Methodist  Church.  I’m 
George  Ricker.” 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


work  while  she  is  in  Richland. 

Ironically,  during  the  early  part  of  her  service 
at  Richland  Mr.  Harding  was  in  England.  And  he 
had  just  returned  from  a  preaching  mission  in 
Korea,  so  he  was  obviously  doing  his  part  to  keep 
the  "sending”  part  of  the  "rhythm”  in  operation. 

Student  finds  seminar  impressive 

Ms.  Ferry  told  the  Reporter  that  the  first  thing 
that  impressed  her  about  the  seminar  in  Atlanta 
was  the  broad  spectrum  of  world  Methodism 
Participants  from  each  geographical  area  led  a 
worship  session  indigenous  to  the  church  in  their 
area,  and  she  said  that  led  to  a  valuable  sharing  of 
traditions. 

The  second  most  impressive  thing  about  the 
seminar,  she  said,  was  the  sharing  in  something  of 
a  Wesleyan  camp  meeting  style  of  problems  such 
as  political  pressures  and  slow  growth,  and  other 
concerns  from  various  areas. 

The  basic  proposal  for  the  institute  came  last 
year  from  the  World  Methodist  Council’s  evange¬ 
lism  committee.  The  proposal  was  endorsed  by 
the  council  at  its  meeting  in  Hawaii  in  summer 
1981 ,  and  the  first  seminar  was  held  June  21-July  9. 

,  1 7  more 
seminaries 
approved 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  In  its 
continuing  review  of  non-United  Method¬ 
ist  seminaries  to  determine  their  ability 
to  train  United  Methodist  clergy,  the 
denomination’s  University  Senate  has 
approved  17  schools  and  disapproved 
four. 

Meeting  in  New  Orleans  late  last 
month,  the  Senate  did  not  make  public  its 
decisions  until  the  individual  schools  had 
been  notified.  The  Senate  also  returned 
to  its  approved  list  Eastern  Baptist 
Seminary  of  Philadelphia  following 
completion  of  an  appeal  of  the  Senate’s 
June,  1981  decision. 

The  Senate  began  the  review  process 
last  year  with  a  list  of  50  schools  that 
enroll  the  largest  number  of  United 
Methodist  students.  Another  50  schools 
were  up  for  review  this  year  although 
several  chose  not  to  undergo  the  process. 

Schools  disapproved  by  the  Senate  this 
year  were  Bethel  (Baptist  General 
Convention), St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Emmanuel 
(Christian  Churches  and  Churches  of 
Christ),  Johnson  City,  Tenn.;  Reformed 
(interdenominational),  Jackson,  Miss,; 
and  Western  (Reformed  Church  of 
America),  Holland,  Mich. 

Senate  members  have  stressed  that 
disapproval  of  a  particular  school  should 
not  reflect  negatively  on  academic 
quality.  The  review  process  is  based  on 
how  well  the  school  prepares  students  for 
ministry  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Criteria  used  for  the  evaluation  are: 
freedom  of  academic  inquiry; 
opportunity  for  growth  in  the  United 
Methodist  tradition;  compatibility  with 
the  church's  Social  Principles;  racial 
and  sexual  inclusiveness  of  faculty  and 
student  body  ;  program  and  institutional 
accreditation  by  the  American 
Theological  Schools  and  other 
accrediting  agencies. 

The  21-member  University  Senate  is 
the  professional  educational  advisory 
agency  for  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  all  education  institutions  related  to 
it.  President  of  the  group  is  the  Rev. 
Jameson  Jones,  dean  of  Duke  University 
Divinity  School,  Durham,  N.C. 

Dakota  area 
UM  to  head 
Upper  Room 

NASHVILLE.  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev 
Rueben  P.  Job,  a  program  staff  member 
of  the  Dakotas  Area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  a  former 
executive  with  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
here,  has  been  named  World  Editor  of 
The  Upper  Room. 

Dr.  Job  succeeds 
the  Rev.  Maxie 
Dunnam  who 
resigned  in  March 
to  become  pastor  of 
Christ  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Memphis. 

The  Upper  Room 
is  best  known  for 
the  pocket-size 
daily  devotional 


Mr.  Job 


booklet  by  the  same  name,  but  the  total 
operation  includes  the  publishing  of 
devotional  books  and  resources  and  a 
number  of  special  ministries.  Other 
magazines  published  by  The  Upper 
Room  include  The  Christian  Home, 
Pockets,  and  alive  now.  The  ministry  of 
The  Upper  Room  also  includes  programs 
in  marriage  enrichment  and  spiritual 
formation,  a  Living  Prayer  Center,  and  a 
chapel  and  museum  visited  by  thousands 

Church  program 
funds  boosted 

EVANSTON.  Ill,  (UMNS)  -  Financial 
support  of  national  and  world-wide 
United  Methodist  ministries  in  the  first 
half  of  1982  was  almost  10.3  percent  great¬ 
er  than  for  the  first  half  of  1981,  according 
to  the  church’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  here. 

World  Service,  the  denomination’s  basic 
program  fund,  was  up  five  percent  from 
the  first  half  of  1981.  One  of  the  largest 
gains  was  61.8  percent  in  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Student  Day.  Advance  Special  giving 
for  National  Missions  was  up  42  percent. 
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Choir  signs  a  hymn  at  dedication  of  housing  for  deaf 


BALTIMORE  —  The  choir  of  the  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  for  the  Deaf  uses 
sign  language  to  perform  a  hymn  during  a  recent  cornerstone  ceremony  in  Baltimore, 
dedicating  Maryland’s  first  housing  complex  for  the  deaf.  When  completed,  154 
federally  subsidized  apartments  will  each  be  equipped  with  a  two-way  television 
communications  system  and  a  fire  alarm  that  warns  the  deaf  tenant  with  flashing 
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Scholarships  endowed 


Honors  benefit  others 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

One  local  church  and  one  annual 
conference  chose  different  routes  toward 
the  same  goal  this  summer  —  establish¬ 
ing  endowed  scholarship  funds  at  United 
Methodist-related  colleges  to  honor  long¬ 
time  church  leaders. 

Buncombe  Street  UMC  in  Greenville, 
S.C.,  honored  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bryan 
Crenshaw,  by  establishing  an  $81,800 
fund  in  his  name  at  UM-related  Wofford 
College  in  Spartanburg,  S.C. 

Mr.  Crenshaw  has  been  Buncombe 
Church’s  pastor  since  1976  and  has  been 
chairman  of  the  Wofford  College  trustees 
four  years  and  on  its  board  12  years. 

Fund-raising  chairman  Chauncey  W. 
Lever  said  the  goal  was  set  at  $80,000 
because  “that  was  the  amount  needed  to 
fully  endow  a  scholarship  at  Wofford.  ” 

During  a  four-month  drive,  gifts  were 
solicited  —  unknown  to  Dr.  Crenshaw  — 
from  members  of  churches  where  he  had 
served  and  from  his  fellow  members  on 
the  Wofford  board.  Of  the  264  individual 
contributions,  four  were  for  $10,000  each. 

The  scholarship  fund  was  raised 
outside  the  Buncombe  Church’s  regular 
budget  and  was  initiated  by  a  special 
committee  approved  by  the  administra¬ 
tive  board. 

Formal  presentation  of  the  funds  was 
made  during  a  regular  worship  service 
at  Buncombe  Church  by  the  administra¬ 
tive  board  chairperson  to  Wofford 


College  President  JoabM.  LesesneJr. 

The  first  Crenshaw  scholarship  is 
expected  to  be  awarded  next  spring, 
according  to  Wofford  officials. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
chose  a  different  route  to  honor  one  of  its 
longtime  officers. 

The  conference  at  its  1982  sessions 
announced  establishment  of  an  endowed 
scholarship  fund  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  honoring  Tom  Matheny, 
conference  lay  leader. 

Mr.  Matheny,  an  attorney,  is  president 
of  United  Methodism’s  Judicial  Council 
and  is  a  veteran  of  numerous  annual  con¬ 
ference,  General  Conference  and  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  activities. 

To  start  the  Matheny  fund,  each  of  the 
conference’s  nine  districts  pledged  $300. 
Other  contributions  will  be  solicited  by 
the  school  and  by  conference  officials.  No 
specific  goal  was  announced,  but  a 
Centenary  College  official  told  the 
Reporter  that  an  endowed  scholarship 
fund  typically  contains  a  minimum  of 
$25-30,000. 

This  is  the  first  time  the  Louisiana 
conference  has  established  a  named 
scholarship  fund.  The  conference  an¬ 
nually  supports  Centenary’s  operating 
budget,  and  an  estimated  40  to  50  local 
churches  in  Louisiana  have  scholarship 
funds  at  Centenary.  The  conference  also 
supports  Dillard  University,  a  predomi¬ 
nantly  black  school  in  New  Orleans. 


CLASS 

IFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion  $25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ad  $1.00  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other¬ 
wise  approved  in  advance. 

NEW  ZEALAND- AUSTRALIA  19-day  tour.  Oct.  27- 
Nov.  14.  Escorted  by  Rev./Mrs.  Robert  Panzer  and 
Rev. /Mrs.  Donald  Sapp,  5225  E.  Road  Runner, 
Paradise  Valley,  Ariz  85253.  (602)  840-8360  or  (602) 
991-4227  Brochure  available. 

FIJI,  AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND.  September  30 
departure.  Join  Dallas  group  Los  Angeles  connect 
Air  New  Zealand  Professionally  escorted.  Bess 
Loudermilk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas,  TX  75205 

WANTED:  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/Children,  2,800- 
member  church;  multiple  staff  position;  adjacent  to 
Oklahoma  City  University;  Salary  negotiable, 
compensation  package  included.  Send  resume  to: 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 
TRIP  with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  901  Clay  St.,  Houston.  Texas  77002 

Methodist  Church,  1401  NW  25.  Oklahoma  City.  OK 
73106. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed  to  be 

part  of  a  program  team  in  church  of  3,000  members 
Develop  and  coordinate  total  youth  program  Sunday 
morning  and  evening  plus  special  activities.  Salary 
negotiable  —  excellent  benefits.  Contact  Rev.  Clyde 
E.  Byrd,  P.O.  Box  6826,  San  Antonio,  TX  78209.  (512) 
826-3215. 

GROUPS:  STAY  AND  SAVE  at  Keller's  Country 
Dorm  Resort.  Rt.  1.  Eureka  Springs,  AR  72832,  (501) 
2534418  Tickets  to  the  Great  Passion  Play  (May- 
Oct. )  lodging,  meals  and  recreatnxi  just  $17  each. 

DIRECTOR  DEVELOPMENT  AND  Public 

Relations:  Gaithersburg.  Md.  As  bury  Methodist 
Village  is  seeking  applications  to  fill  position  vacated 
soon  by  present  director's  retirement.  Asbury  is  a 
seven-facility,  total  continuing  care  program  with 
nearly  1,000  residents.  A  full  development  and  PR 
program  has  always  been  an  essential  part  of  the 
Village's  success.  Application  deadline  is  Oct.  30, 
1982.  Send  resumes  to:  N.  E.  Am  tow  a-,  Executive 
Director.  Asbury  Methodist  Village,  301  Russell 
Avenue,  Gaithersburg.  MD  20877 

BALKAN  ADVENTURE  —  Emphasis  on  the  Pauline 
Cities  of  Greece  and  Yugoslavia  with  side  trip  behind 
the  Iron  Curtain  to  Bulgaria.  Lvs.  Denver  Sept.  25, 
cost  —  $1,995  per  person,  returns  Denver  Oct.  11 
Contact  Rev  Mr.  Robert  Windsor,  295  Pawnee  Dr., 
Boulder.  CO  80303 

ONE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO'S  oldest  residence  clubs 
for  women  is  seeking  a  refined  woman  with  strong 
administrative  and  management  skills  to  be  the  head 
receptionist.  Duties:  evening  receptionist. 
Responsible  for  operating  switchboard,  training, 
modifying  and  scheduling  the  receptionists.  Private 
suite,  meals  and  salary.  Relocate  to  San  Francisco. 
Nob  Hill  area.  Position  open:  9-1-82.  Respond  to: 
Mary  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush  St.,  San  Francisco. 
CA  94109. 

HOUSING  AT  1982  WORLD'S  FAIR  in  Knoxville. 
Tenn.  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Knoxville 
area  will  provide  sleeping  space  in  church  buildings 
for  church  groups.  For  a  list  of  participating 
churches  and  accommodations,  write  Knoxville 
District  Office.  3806  Western  Avenue,  Knoxville,  TN 

37921 

A  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 

WORD  PROCESSOR,  assume  payments  Approx. 
'34  years  left  on  contract.  Xerox  860  $340  47 /mo. 
assumable  through  Xerox.  Call  (918  )  665-3075. 
Complete  with  manuals,  will  provide  up  to  15  hours 
training. 

Education/Organist  (pipe  organ)  Membership, 
1,200;  Salary  negotiable,  send  resume  to  the  Rev 
John  W.  Stevenson.  Franklin  Street  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  510  Locust  Street,  Johnstown,  PA  15901, 
by  August  16. 1982 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 
estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Chris  ti,  TX  78403 

EVANGELISM  AND  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  worker 
wanted  Lay  or  clergy  may  apply  for  this  position  at 
Salem  UMC  in  California's  Central  Valley.  Write 
Salem  UMC,  345  E.  Elm  Street,  Lodi,  CA  96240  for  job 
description. 

POSITION  OPEN  for  Director  of  Music  and 
Children's  Ministries  Fulltime.  Church  membership 
1.200  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  522.  Gallatin,  TN 

FOR  SALE:  32-passenger  church  bus.  Good 
condition.  1973  Ford.  Excellent  for  bus  or  R.V. 
conversion.  $3,995.00.  Please  phone  (713  )  756-3395  or 
(713  )  856-7868 

37066 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  Development,  residential 
group  care  agency.  Beckley.  WV  25801.  Contact 
Melvin  D  Coy,  Administrator,  P.O.  Box  250, 
Beckley,  WV  25801,  or  call  (304  )  252-8508 

DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  wanted  for 
expanding  music  program  including  children,  youth 
and  adults  for  a  large  downtown  church.  Contact  Dr 

P.O.  Box  1349.  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70821 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  Ministries 
at  3.500-member  Methodist  Church.  Develop. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION,  please  call  or  send  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  100  Southeast  2nd  Ave., 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33301  Att:  Mrs.  Carol  Eldridge, 
(305)  463-3758 

implement  and  evaluate  programs  with  children 
through  sixth  grade  Christian  Education  Degree 
necessary,  certified  professionals  or  diaconal 
ministers  please  apply  Salary  negotiable.  Contact 
Ms  Janet  Price.  Diaconal  Minister  of  Education, 
(303  )  471-8522,  420  North  Nevada,  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80903  ! 

MINISTER  NOW  UNDER  appointment,  with 

membership  recruitment,  crisis  intervention, 
desires  position  as  an  associate  pastor  Please 
contact  Dept  M.  P  O  Box  221076  Dallas,  TX  75222 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  -  32-h«ir 

week  opening  for  Youth  Director  in  multiple-staff 
church  located  in  university  town.  Send  resume  and 
written  statement  of  youth  ministry  philosophy  to 
Robert  Hamilton,  1005  Stover.  Fort  Collins.  CO  80524 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  IN  North  Texas 
moving  to  new  location;  would  like  to  sell  present 
building.  Write  United  Methodist  Church  1103 
Texas.  Vernon,  TX  76384  Phone:  (817  )  552-6123 

SACRED  CHORAL  READING  SESSION  -  Don 
Besig/David  Eddleman.  August  S.  1982  For 
information  call  or  write  Loser's  Music.  Box  616. 
Lebanon.  PA  17042.  (717  )  272-0381 

POSITION:  ASSOCIATE  PROGRAM  COOR- 

DINATOR  for  Hispanic  Development.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  For  information  and  applications  write  to. 
Program  Coordinator,  Rocky  Mountain  Conference, 
2200  South  University  Blvd.,  Denver,  CO  80210 

AUDIO  AND  VIDEO  TAPE  DUPLICATION,  High 
speed  duplicating,  blank  audio  cassettes,  word 
processing,  mailing  labels,  etc  Positive  Christian 
Dimensions.  P.O  Box  14.  Humble,  Texas  77347  (  713 > 
(46-1234. 

‘Evangelicals’  urged  to  stay  and  fight 

Experience  of  blacks  said  instructive  to  groups  pushed  to  fringe 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

PHILADELPHIA  -  United  Methodists 
who  somehow  feel  that  their 
denomination  has  little  room  for 
“evangelicals”  such  as  themselves  — 
and  who  may  even  be  considering 
dropping  their  membership  —  might  do 
well  to  look  at  the  experience  of  blacks  in 
the  church,  several  persons  suggested  at 
a  recent  convocation  here. 

Perhaps  no  group  has  been  so  pushed 
to  the  “fringe”  during  the  history  of 
Methodism  as  black  members,  they  said. 

Yet,  "we  who  stayed  believed  we  were 
not  a  fringe  group  but  an  integral  part  of 
the  church,”  said  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete,  the  United  Methodist  episcopal 
leader  in  this  area. 

Church  needs  all  kinds 

“We  stayed  because  we  believed  the 
United  Methodist  Church  needs  all  kinds 
of  people,”  Bishop  Skeete,  who  is  black. 

Thinking  of  oneself  as  “integral”  to  the 
church  while  on  the  “fringe”  isn’t  easy, 
he  implied  by  relating  how  he  spent  a 
week  in  jail  20  years  ago  for  trying  to 
attend  a  white  church  in  Mississippi. 

He  told  members  of  the  church’s 
unofficial  '‘Good  News”  caucus  at  their 
annual  convocation  that  any  group  such 
as  theirs  has  to  decide  whether  to  operate 
“as  a  fringe  group  or  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  church  family,”  regardless  of 
where  the  church  leadership  tries  to  push  it. 


On  another  day  a  historian  told 
participants  that  blacks  stayed  in  the 
church  during  decades  of  segregation 
because  they  knew  that  “this  is  our 
church  and  our  heritage.  Blacks  were 
among  the  founders  of  this  church  in 
America,”  said  the  Rev.  Joshua 
Licorish,  a  retired  black  minister  here. 

He  then  reminded  them  of  another 
characteristic  of  both  black  and  white 
founders  —  they  were  committed 
“evangelicals”  grounded  in  biblical 
doctrines  and  they  had  a  fervor  for 
“saving  souls.” 

Mr.  Licorish  and  other  blacks  said  they 
believe  a  return  of  that  fervor  is  essential 
and  indicated  that  white  “evangelicals” 
should  not  feel  alone  because  most 
blacks  are  seeking  the  same  thing. 

This  “Good  News”  convocation  was 
held  in  the  inner  city  here  to  try  to  forge 
an  alliance  —  at  least  “in  the  spirit”  —  of 
black  and  white  “evangelicals”  (see 
Reporter,  July  16). 

When  the  350  “Good  News” 
participants  attended  Sunday  morning 
services  at  predominantly-black  Tindley 
Temple  UMC,  they  heard  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Claude  A.  Edmonds,  preach  a 
sermon  “that  couldn’t  have  stated  our 
goals  any  clearer,”  according  to  one 
“Good  News”  leader. 

Mr.  Edmonds,  who  has  not  been 
associated  with  “Good  News,” 
complained  that  the  name  of  Jesus 
comes  up  too  seldom  at  United  Methodist 


meetings.  He  said  that  central  to  all 
denominational  efforts  should  be  Peter’s 
proclamation  that  “Jesus  is  the  Christ.” 

“We  have  a  church  with  people  who 
haven’t  been  bom  again  and  we  wonder 
why  it  has  no  power,”  he  said.  "You  can’t 
be  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  without 
being  evangelical,  whether  you  call 
yourself  that  or  not.” 

Blacks  lend  perspective 

The  Rev.  Paul  Mickey,  a  white 
professor  at  UM-related  Duke  Divinity 
School  and  former  Good  News  chairman, 
said  the  black  witness  here  helped  white 
“evangelicals”  to  place  into  perspective 
their  own  perceived  discrimination  at  the 
hands  of  such  entities  as  conference 
boards  of  ordained  ministry  and  UM- 
related  seminaries.  “It  was  good  to  hear 
Bishop  Skeete’s  story.  I  doubt  any  of  us 
have  spent  a  night  in  jail.  ” 

The  mood  of  “Good  News” 
participants  and  speakers  generally 
seemed  optimistic  about  their 
denomination.  A  member  of  the  group’s 
board,  the  Rev.  Robert  D.  Snyder  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  said  that  he  sees  signs  of 
increasing  “evangelical”  presence 
throughout  the  denomination,  although 
“there  still  are  major  problems”  in  some 
of  the  general  agencies. 

Mr.  Snyder  saluted  what  he  called 
improvements  in  Sunday  School 
literature  and  in  new  confirmation  class 


materials,  both  areas  targets  of  “Good 
News”  efforts  for  years.  He  cited  “very 
positive  sounds”  coming  from  the 
General  Boards  of  Church  and  Society 
and  of  Discipleship  under  their  new 
executives. 

“I  believe  evangelicals  still  are  the 
majority  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  he  said. 

This  “majority”  claim  was  central  to 
the  organization’s  founding  in  the  mid- 
1960s  following  an  article  in  an  official 
denominational  journal  titled  “Metho¬ 
dism’s  Silent  Majority.”  It  was  written 
by  the  “Good  News”  founder,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Keysor.. 

Mr.  Keysor  recently  withdrew  from 
the  denomination  (see  Reporter,  June 
25).  He  told  the  Reporter  that  he  had 
transferred  to  another  denomination  in 
part  because  he  sought  a  climate  “more 
open  to  conservative  views.” 

But  there  was  no  sign  here  that  many 
other  persons  who  identify  with  “Good 
News”  are  ready  to  give  up  fighting  for 
their  goal  of  bringing  about  renewal  and 
“scriptural  Christianity”  within  the 
denomination. 

Mr.  Keysor’s  name  was  not  publicly 
mentioned  during  the  four-day 
convocation.  His  successor,  the  Rev. 
James  V.  Heidinger  II,  forcefully  told 
participants,  “This  is  not  the  time  to  hear 
the  call  to  desert  .  .  .  When  groups  of 
evangelicals  leave  the  church,  the 
persons  left  behind  are  impoverished.  ” 


UMC’s  top  legislative 
body  offered  remedies 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PHILADELPHIA  -  United  Metho¬ 
dism’s  unofficial  “evangelical”  caucus 
has  adopted  five  pages  of  recommenda¬ 
tions  aimed  at  making  the  next  General 
Conference  in  1984  more  efficient  and  at 
tightening  its  legislative  process. 

It’s  a  process  which  “Good  News” 
directors  admit  they  themselves  helped 
clog.  But  they  are  not  making  their  rec¬ 
ommendations  in  isolation;  rather,  they 
are  responding  to  a  report  issued 
recently  based  on  a  survey  of  delegates 
to  the  1980  General  Conference. 

The  report  was  written  by  the  Rev. 
Alan  K.  Waltz,  staff  researcher  with  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries.  Based  on 
delegates’  responses,  he  said  that  both 
the  methods  of  handling  petitions  (propo¬ 
sals  for  specific  legislation)  and  the 
sheer  volume  of  them  (more  than  20,000 
in  1980)  are  rendering  the  conference’s 
legislative  committees  ineffective. 

“Good  News”  offers  these  sugges¬ 
tions  : 

•  Ban  unofficial  groups  such  as  “Good 
News”  from  submitting  petitions; 

•  Discourage  petitions  from  indi¬ 
viduals  and  downgrade  their  importance; 

•  Encourage  individuals  to  find 
support  for  their  petitions  from  their 
local  church  administrative  boards  or 
other  official  bodies; 

•  Give  importance  to  petitions  sub¬ 
mitted  by  these  groups  (listed  in 
descending  order  of  importance): 
Annual  conferences,  general  church 
boards  and  agencies,  district  bodies  and 
local  church  bodies. 

“Good  News”  officials  acknowledge 
that  they  helped  create  part  of  the  peti¬ 
tion  overload  problem  at  General  Con¬ 


ferences  starting  in  1972  by  encouraging 
“evangelicals”  to  send  identical  peti¬ 
tions  and  by  printing  sample  copies  of 
petitions  in  the  “Good  News”  magazine. 

But  “Good  News”  officials  have 
promised  to  cooperate  in  reducing  the 
multiple-petition  load  “if  we  are  assured 
that  (identical  petitions)  will  be  treated 
fairly.” 

“The  Book  of  Discipline”  provides  that 
“any  organization,  minister  or  lay 
member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
may  petition  the  General  Conference.” 

The  “Good  News”  directors  at  their 
recent  meeting  here  also  adopted  some 
recommendations  aimed  at  changing 
procedures  for  legislative  committees. 
These  committees  process  petitions  and 
other  action  to  the  General  Conference 
delegates. 

In  general,  the  changes  are  aimed  at 
giving  bishops  more  ability  to  influence 
legislation  and  taking  away  some  of  that 
ability  from  staff  members  of  general 
church  agencies.  Specific  changes  sug¬ 
gested  are: 

•  General  agency  staff  members  who 
are  elected  delegates  could  not  serve  on 
the  legislative  committee  that  handles 
matters  affecting  the  agency  by  which 
they  are  employed; 

•  Non-members  of  a  legislative  com¬ 
mittee,  including  general  agency  staff 
members,  could  not  address  the  commit¬ 
tee  without  a  two-thirds  vote  of  approval; 

•  Bishops  would  serve  as  parliamen¬ 
tarians  for  legislative  committees. 

All  “Good  News”  proposed  changes 
are  being  sent  to  officials  responsible  for 
adopting  rules  for  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference. 


‘Methodist  Pie 9  recipe  found 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is 
the  sequel  to  an  earlier  account  of  the 
Timberlake's  search  for  the  origins  of 
the  song  “Methodist  Pie”  published  in 
the  Dec.  4  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

By  PAT  AND  RICHARD 
TIMBERLAKE 

The  song  “Methodist  Pie”  was 
evidently  a  favorite  song  at  camp 
meetings  in  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
Illinois,  North  Carolina,  West 
Virginia,  Tennessee  and  Georgia.  It 
seems  to  have  made  all  these  rounds! 

In  our  search  concerning  this  lively 
song,  several  variations  have  been 
collected;  some  of  them  reflect  the 
particular  area  where  they  were 
sung. 

Apparently,  in  the  early  camp 
meeting  days  of  this  song,  any  tasty 
pie  might  have  been  called 
“Methodist  Pie.”  It  would  be  a  real 
compliment  for  a  cook  to  have  the  pie 
she  had  brought  to  camp  meeting  to 
be  as  well-liked  as  the  one  in  the  song. 

As  this  camp  meeting  song  gained 
widespread  recognition  through 
Bradley  Kincaid  and  the  WLS 
(Chicago)  Bam  Dance  radio  program 
in  the  1930’s,  a  specific  recipe  for 
“Methodist  Pie”  came  into  being. 

In  1953  “The  Shepherdess,”  a 
magazine  for  ministers’  wives, 
printed  a  recipe  which  was  purported 
to  be  a  favorite  of  Lulabelle,  a  radio 
star  of  the  WLS  Bam  Dance.  It  was 
said  that  Lulabelle  had  tasted  this 
particular  pie  at  a  doctor’s  home  in 
Chicago  and  had  promptly  named  it 
“Methodist  Pie.” 

Mrs.  Forrest  King,  a  North  Georgia 
conference  minister’s  wife,  sent  this 
recipe  to  The  Chattanooga  Times 
after  a  call  had  gone  out  for  a  recipe. 


Recipes  for  Methodist  Mints  and 
Methodist  Cakes  were  received,  but 
only  one  recipe  for  Methodist  Pie! 

METHODIST  PIE 

"Shepherdess  Magazine,”  1955.  Found  by  Mrs. 
Forrest  King.  North  Georgia  Annual  Conference, 
for  Pat  Timberlake.  Hols  ton  conference. 

Crust: 

18  graham  crackers 

2  Tablespoons  sugar 

Vt  cup  or  V4  pound  butter,  melted 
Roll  crackers,  mix  sugar  and  butter 
together.  Add  cracker  crumbs  and 
mix  well. 

Filling: 

\l/z  pounds  Philadelphia  cream 
cheese 
%  cup  sugar 

3  whole  eggs 

1  teaspoon  lemon  juice 
1  pinch  salt 

Line  a  10"  pie  pan  with  graham 
cracker  crust  mixture.  Beat  cream 
cheese  thoroughly  until  fluffy.  Acjd 
well-beaten  eggs,  sugar  and  other 
ingredients.  Pour  into  crust. 

Bake  exactly  20  minutes  in  a 
preheated  oven  at  375°.  Remove  from 
the  oven  and  spoon  carefully  over 
this: 

1  pint  sour  cream  to  which  has  been 
added  2  Tablespoons  sugar  and  1 
scant  teaspoon  vanilla. 

Glaze  in  oven  at  475°  for  5  minutes 
more;  watch  carefully.  Chill  before 
serving. 

Pat  Timberlake  is  a  free  lance 
writer  also  on  the  faculty  of  Walters 
State  Community  College  in 
Morristown,  Tenn.  Richard  is  the 
superintendent  of  the  UMC’s 
Morristown  District. 


Needed  conciliation  skills  eyed  by  task  force 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Conciliation 
should  be  the  responsibility  of  every 
Christian  and  training  in  conflict  resolu¬ 
tion  would  be  useful  to  church  leaders, 
both  lay  and  clergy,  according  to  the 
United  Methodist  Task  Force  on  Con¬ 
ciliation. 

Holding  its  third  meeting  here  July  7-8, 
the  group  reached  agreement  on  a  brief 
statement  on  “mission,”  outlined  two 
focuses  for  any  conciliation  service  to  be 
set  up,  and  defined  several  “elements” 
needed  in  such  a  service. 

However,  there  was  no  consensus  on 
whether  a  conciliation  service  should  be 
ecumenical  in  nature  or  the  effort  of  a 
single  denomination. 

Task  force  members  acknowledged 
conciliation  skills  are  needed  at  various 
levels  within  the  church.  Examples  cited 
were  pastor-parish  confrontations,  na¬ 
tional  agency-annual  conference  dis¬ 
agreements,  and  even  annual  conference 
meetings  where  a  win-lose  spirit 
sometimes  prevails. 

At  the  community  level,  the  group  was 
inclined  to  think  that  no  single  denomina¬ 
tion  would  be  accepted  as  the  mediator 
and  an  ecumenical  effort  might  be  more 
appropriate. 

A  progress  report  will  be  made  this  fall 


to  the  task  force’s  two  parent  bodies:  the 
general  boards  of  Global  Ministries  and 
Church  and  Society. 

The  task  force  was  mandated  by  the 
1980  General  Conference  after  the  episco¬ 
pal  address  had  advocated  “such  actions 
as  would  provide  for  conciliation  minis¬ 
tries  by  United  Methodist  people.”  Thus 
a  final  report  must  go  to  the  1984  General 
Conference,  it  was  said. 

A  statement  of  “mission”  said:  “The 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  compels  people  of 
faith  to  reconciliation  through  creative 
response  to  conflict.  The  route  to  recon¬ 
ciliation  carries  us  through  the  pain  and 
suffering  of  social  conflict  to  the 
restoration  of  wholeness,  the  healing  of 
communities  and  the  creation  of  a  new 
humanity.  Brokenness  belongs  to  all  of 
us.  As  a  part  of  the  Body  of  Christ  we  are 
called  to  be  peacemakers.” 

Biblical  citations  included  Ephesians 
2,  Luke  4  and  Matthew  25.  The  overall 
focus  of  a  conciliation  ministry,  it  was 
stated,  would  be  resolving  or  mediating 
church  and  community  conflicts.  In 
addition,  it  should  offer  training 
programs  at  local  church,  district  and 
conference  level  to  help  people  develop 
conflict-resolution  skills. 

The  expectation  is  that  conciliation 


49  missionaries  sent  out 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Two-and-a- 
half  times  as  many  United  Methodist 
missionaries  are  being  sent  out  by  the 
World  Division  this  summer  as  are 
retiring  in  the  next  few  months. 

The  Rev.  Avery  Manchester,  head  of 
the  Office  of  Missionary  Personnel  for 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
reports  33  new  missionaries,  eight  mis¬ 
sionary  associates  on  contract,  and  eight 
Asian-American  interns.  Grand  total  is 
49.  (An  additional  35  persons  have  been 
recruited  to  work  in  the  United  States  in 
the  US-2  program.) 

This  contrasts  with  16  retiring  mission¬ 
aries  who  were  honored  at  the  1982 


Missionary  Conference  June  20  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Thpir  service  totaled 
509  years. 

“This  is  the  largest,  most  diverse 
group  of  new  missionaries  we  have  had 
in  several  years,”  said  Mr.  Manchester. 
“They  well  represent  the  healthy  vitality 
and  diversity  of  this  denomination.” 

He  mentioned  specifically  the  broad 
geographical  spread  and  an  age  range 
from  recent  college  graduates  to  people 
taking  early  retirement. 

While  hailing  the  two  black  couples, 
one  Asian  couple  and  one  Asian  spouse, 
Mr.  Manchester  expressed  regret  at  the 
absence  of  a  Hispanic  or  Native 
American  in  the  group. 


ministry  will  be  practiced  by  all  church 
leaders  and  will  “permeate  the  church.” 

Aware  that  other  national  or¬ 
ganizations  have  been  at  work  in  this 
field,  the  task  force  heard  reports  on  a 
survey  by  the  National  Peace  Education 
Fund,  the  Commission  for  a  National 
Academy  for  Peace,  and  the  American 
Bar  Association’s  Special  Committee  on 
the  Resolution  of  Minor  Disputes. 

Lillian  Sloan  of  Monroeville,  Pa., 
reporting  on  the  latter,  said  135  com¬ 
munities  in  32  states  have  started  dispute 
centers  known  as  neighborhood  justice 
centers  or  citizens  dispute  settlement 
programs.  In  addition,  more  than  400 
private  agencies  and  city  government 
entities  are  involved  in  providing 
informal  processes  to  resolve  citizen’s 
problems. 

At  present  the  only  church-sponsored 
national  program  is  that  of  the 
Mennonites.  But  the  Interreligious  Task 
Force  on  Criminal  Justice  is  considering 
a  proposal  for  an  ecumenical  conciliation 


(Sreateat  (Same  ™ 

The  educational  board  game 
based  on  the  Gospels. 

Family  fun  and  learning. 

Full  guarantee.  Send  $16.95  plus  $1.50  shipping 
(Texas  residents  add  85t  tax )  to:  Greatest  Game 
Co.  Suite  F,  PO  Box  3957,  Austin,  Texas  78764 


service.  This  task  force  is  sponsored 
jointly  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  Joint  Strategy  and 
Action  Committee  ( JSAC). 

Editorial  position 

We  are  looking  for  a  spe¬ 
cial  person  with  theological 
training,  editorial  writing  ex- 
perience,  and  an  ability  to 
engage  in  dialogue  with 
Christians  holding  diverse 
views  to  fill  a  newly-created, 
executive  level  position  re¬ 
lated  primarily  to  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  editorial  page.  High 
energy  level,  active  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment,  willingness 
to  relocate  in  Dallas,  and 
commitment  to  the  theologi¬ 
cal  and  social  principles  of 
United  Methodist  Church  es¬ 
sential.  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable.  If  interested,  con¬ 
tact  Dan  Louis,  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O. 
Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222,  or  (214  )  630-6495. 


IT’S  JUST  GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  good  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  you  in  both  areas  with  a  simple  to 
prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with 
your  own  church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete 
religious  news  coverage  on  the  inside  pages. 


Write:  William  C.  Strickland 

Find  out  more:  p.o.  Box  221076,  Dept.  n. 

Dallas,  Texas  75222 
Or  call:  (214  )  630-6495 
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Profile  of  the  Council  on  Ministries 

Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  Reverend  W.  Dwight  Ramsey 


When  The  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  united  with  The 
Methodist  Church  in  1968,  a  concept  of 
program  planning,  coordination  and 
evaluation  was  given  to  the  new 
denomination.  The  Council  on  Ministries 
was  a  structural  element  of  that  new 
concept.  The  Council  on  Ministries 
attempts  to  see  the  program  of  the 
church  from  the  perspective  of  the 
whole.  It  provides  for  research  into  new 
program  possibilities.  It  guides  planning. 
It  assists  with  evaluation  at  various 
stages  in  the  process  of  implementing 
program.  It  coordinates  program  both 
with  a  view  toward  eliminating  needless 
duplication  and  toward  providing  a 
calendar  of  activities  relatively  free  of 
conflicts. 

A  Council  on  Ministries  staff  is 
employed  by  the  Louisiana  Conference  to 
assist  the  Annual  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  in  the  following  responsi¬ 
bilities: 

a)  To  study  the  mission  of  the  Annual 
Conference  and  the  local  churches  of  the 
conference  and  to  determine  program 
emphases  which  will  assist  the 
conference  and  the  local  churches  to 
perform  their  mission. 


b)  To  describe,  coordinate  and 
organize  opportunities  to  serve  within 
the  mission. 

c)  To  receive  program  recommenda¬ 
tions  from  the  local  churches,  the  district 
and  Annual  Conference  agencies,  and  the 
Jurisdictional  and  General  Councils  on 
Ministries;  to  evaluate  these  recommen¬ 
dations;  and  to  formulate  a  coordinated 
conference  program  to  be  presented  to 
the  Annual  Conference  for  consideration. 

d)  To  provide  for  implementation  and 
administration  of  the  program  adopted 
by  the  conference. 

e)  To  provide  program  resources  and 
assistance  in  program  planning  and 
implementation  for  local  churches. 

f)  To  promote  principles  of  good 
communication  within  the  conference;  to 
provide  two-way  channels  of 
communications  among  Annual 
Conference  agencies,  district  Councils  on 
Ministries  and  local  churches;  to  lead  the 
conference  in  making  creative  use  of 
communications  and  opportunities 
offered  by  modern  mass  media, 
including  conference  and  general  church 
periodicals  and  resources;  and  to  offer 
counsel  in  public  relations  and  conduct 
public  relations  activities  for  the 


conference. 

g)  To  provide  communications 
training  opportunities  for  leaders  in  the 
Annual  Conferences  and  the  local 
churches. 

h)  To  interpret  the  programs  of  the 
general  Church  and  the  Annual 
Conference  to  the  local  churches  and  to 
promote  all  general  and  conference 
benevolent  causes  in  cooperation  with 
the  General  Commission  on  Communi¬ 
cation. 

i)  To  give  leadership  in  research  and 
planning  for  the  conference  and  to 
cooperate  with  other  research  and 
planning  agencies. 

j)  To  cooperate  in  ecumenical  projects 
and  events  which  have  been  approved  by 
the  conference. 

k)  To  study  and  coordinate  the  budget 
askings  of  the  conference  agencies  as 
they  relate  to  the  conference  program 
and  to  make  recommendations 
regarding  the  budget  to  the  conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

l)  To  interpret  the  conference  program 
to  local  churches  with  a  view  toward 
gaining  the  financial  support  needed  in 
order  to  implement  that  program. 

m)  To  provide  for  relationships  with 


the  media  within  the  conference, 
including  newspapers,  radio  and 
television;  take  initiative  in  television 
programming  at  the  conference  level 
and  give  counsel  to  districts  and  local 
churches  concerning  the  new  television 
ministry  of  our  conference;  provide  for 
the  use  of  videotape  within  the 
conference;  perform  public  relations 
functions  for  the  conference  and  assist  in 
the  public  relations  of  agencies  and 
'  institutions  of  the  conference. 

n)  To  provide  guidance  and  training 
for  district  leaders  and  groups  to  support 
their  various  tasks  with  local  churches 
and  in  their  district  and/or  annual 
conference  responsibilities. 

o)  To  inform  the  general  program 
agencies  of  the  names  of  those  Annual 
Conference  agencies  that  provide  for 
program  responsibilities  related  to  the 
•objectives  and  scope  of  the  the  general 
program  agencies. 

« 

The  Conference  Council  staff  looks 
'forward  to  serving  you.  Office  hours  are 
■Monday  through  Friday,  8:00  a.m.  to  5:00 
p.m. 


Rev.  Patterson  Cuihgan  (inference  Resource  Center  and  Audio-Visual  Library 


The  Reverend  L.  Patterson  Culligan  is 
the  new  Conference  Coordinator  of 
Youth.  A  graduate  of  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver,  Colorado,  the 
Reverend  Culligan  has  served  the 
following  United  Methodist  churches: 
Clay,  Athens  and  Cross-roads.  While  in 
Colorado,  he  served  as  Youth  Director 
and  Director  of  Christian  Education  at 
Greenly  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Parkhill  United  Methodist  Church. 
Culligan  is  a  former  resident  of 
Lafayette,  Louisiana  and  is  married  to 
the  former  Rita  Cromwell. 


The  Conference  Resource  Center 
and  Audio-Visual  Library  offers  a 
subscription  service  for  local  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Louisiana.  The 
Resource  Center  and  Audio-Visual 
Library  is  a  subscription  service  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
Churches  pay  an  annual  fee  that  entitles 
them  to  borrow  any  item  from  the  library 
including  films,  filmstrips,  records, 
games,  slides,  and  cassettes.  The 
membership  drive  for  churches  will  be 
held  in  October  of  this  year,  with  the 
money  collected  going  to  the  purchase  of 
new  resources.  The  library  has  had  a 
problem  in  the  past  with  churches  not 
returning  the  films  they  borrowed.  Gale 
Clifford,  Director  of  the  Resource  Center 
and  Audio-Visual  Library,  issued  the 
following  message  to  church  librarians, 
church  school  teachers,  and  pastors: 
“Please  look  around  your  church  to  see  if 
you  have  anything  that  belongs  to  the 
Conference  Resource  Center  and  Audio- 


Carolyn  Powell 


Kim  Long 


Kimberly  Ann  Long,  secretary  for  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  recently  relocated 
to  Baton  Rouge  from  Ridgeley,  West 
Virginia  where  she  was  a  member  of  the 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  Allegany 
Community  College  Secretarial  Science 
Certificate  Program  and  has  been 
employed  as  a  secretary  for  various 
organizations  during  the  past  five  years. 
Her  hobbies  include  singing,  crafts, 
gardening  and  outdoor  sports.  Her  plans 
for  the  future  include  marriage  next 
June  to  Ron  Peretti  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Gale  Clifford 

J  Ill 


Carolyn  Powell,  receptionist  for  the 
Area  Offices  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  also  serves  as  secretary  to  the 
Conference  Coordinator  of  Youth  and  the 
Director  of  Special  Ministries.  Powell,  a 
native  of  Baton  Rouge,  is  a  graduate  of 
Southern  University  in  Business 
Education.  She  has  worked  at  the  Area 
Offices  for  two  years  holding  various 
responsibilities  including  helping  to 
organize  the  Audio-Visual  Library  and 
handling  details  in  preparation  for 
Annual  Conference.  She  and  her  husband 
Ernest  W.  Powell  have  two  children 
Alisha  and  Brandon. 

Denise  Sicks 


i'.wfci  .  mm 

Gale  D.  Clifford,  Director  of  the 
Conference  Resource  Center  and  Audio 
Visual  Library,  also  operates  the  off-set 
press.  Gale  began  working  part  time  for 
the  Area  Office  in  1980.  She  organized  the 
present  A-V  library  and  printed  the 
current  A-V  catalogue.  Following  her 
study  in  engineering  at  Louisiana  State 
University,  she  returned  to  the  Area 
Office  last  month.  Gale  is  a  native  of 
Baton  Rouge  and  is  married  to  James 
Clifford. 


Denise  A.  Sicks,  secretary  for  the 
Council  on  Ministries,  is  a  graduate  of 
McNeese  State  University  in  Business 
Education.  Her  work  experience 
includes  serving  the  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana, 
as  secretary  of  the  Family  Activity 
Center  1977-1980  and  the  Director  of  the 
Family  Activities  Center  1981  to  present. 
She  is  listed  in  Who’s  Who  Among 
Students  in  American  Colleges  and 
Universities,  a  member  of  Phi  Mu 
Sorority,  and  a  former  member  of  the 
Auxiliary  of  the  Memorial  Hospital  in 
Lake  Charles. 


Visual  Library.  If  so,  please  send  it  back 
to  us  as  soon  as  possible.  The  resources 
are  popular  and  should  be  shared  by 
everyone.  The  penalties  listed  in  the 
front  page  of  the  catalogue  will  be 
strictly  enforced.  I’m  looking  forward  to 
talking  and  meeting  with  all  of  you. 
Thanks.”  Clifford  also  announced  the 
availability  of  the  following  new  A-V 
resources: 

PUERTO  RICO:  OUR  RIGHT  TO 
DECIDE  was  filmed  on  location  with  an 
all-Puerto  Rican  crew  and  director.  It 
includes  interviews  with  Puerto  Rican 
leaders  (and  Anglos  in  leadership 
positions),  among  them  church  people,  a 
student,  a  teacher,  a  farmer,  and 
a  fisherman.  Also  featured  are  pho¬ 
tographs  from  early  this  century  and 
newsreel  clips  from  the  fifties  about 
“Operation  Bootstrap”  and  migration  to 
the  mainland.  It  clearly  favors  greater 
economic,  political  and  cultural  self- 

Missionary  in 
Liberia  Reports 

(Printed  below  are  portions  of  a  letter 
from  The  Reverend  Ester  L.  Hammond, 
missionary  in  Monrovia,  Liberia,  at  the 
Gbamga  School  of  Theology. ) 

Dear  Friends, 

By  the  time  you  receive  this  letter,  I 
will  have  been  here  in  Gbamga  for  a 
year.  It  does  not  seem  possible  that  so 
much  time  has  passed.  In  that  year  many 
changes  have  taken  place  so  I  will  try  to 
bring  you  up-to-date  on  what  is  going  on 
with  me  .  .  .  The  first  semester  in 
Gbamga  School  of  Theology  (GST) 
doses  officially  on  July  9,  then  we  will 
have  a  short  break,  and  begin  the  second 
semester  on  August  2.  On  July  11,  we  are 
celebrating  GST  Day  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  Lutheran  churches  throughout 
the  country.  Faculty  members,  alumni, 
and  students  will  be  traveling  to  various 
churches  to  preach  and  participate  in  the 
programs.  I  will  be  preaching  at  the 
Ebenezer  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monrovia,  a  Ghanaian-speaking  congre¬ 
gation.  I  preached  there  when  I  was  here 
in  1978,  and  they  are  a  fine  group  of 
people. 

Every  society  has  its  own  cultural 
practices,  and  I  noted  one  such  practice 
here  that  holds  deep  religious  and 
societal  implications  for  me.  The  people 
here  have  a  communal-type  of  life-style, 
sharing  with  each  other  whatever  they 
have.  In  essence,  what  one  has  belongs  to 
all.  This  applies  to  all  things,  including 
food.  They  share  a  common  bowl,  and  I 
have  seen  men  sitting  down  to  eat 
together,  each  one  dipping  in  with  his 
spoon.  One  of  my  students  told  me  that 
this  is  the  common  practice,  but  if  one 
person  has  something  against  another,  or 
if  a  person  has  been  wronged,  that  person 
will  not  eat  from  the  dish  until  the  thing  is 
resolved.  A  man  will  not  share  your  bowl 
if  there  is  anything  between  you. 

That  brought  to  my  mind  the  Lord’s 
supper,  and  how  one  shared  his  bowl, 
then  betrayed  him.  I  remembered,  too, 
that  Jesus  said  in  Matt.  5:23-24,  if  you 
have  anything  against  your  brother,  go 
and  be  reconciled  to  him,  then  bring  your 
gift  to  the  altar.  I  wonder  what  sort  of 
world  this  would  be,  if  we  followed  that 
admonition,  followed  the  Liberians,  and 
would  be  reconciled  to  our  brothers  and 
sisters  before  we  sat  at  their  tables  and 
ate  their  bread? 

With  that  thought,  I  will  leave  you  for 
this  time.  May  God  bless  and  watch  over 
you.  in  His  Love. 

Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 


determination.  The  film  is  28  minutes 
long  and  in  color. 

GIVING  STARTS  A  CHAIN 
REACTION  is  a  16mm  color,  sound  film, 
about  35  minutes  long.  It's  an  excellent 
way  to  introduce  people  of  all  ages  to  the 
diverse  ministries  made  possible  by 
World  Service. 

GATHERED  INTO  ONE  A  film  about 
Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church. 

What’s  Happening  to 
the  Clergy  Family? 

The  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Council  on  Ministries  is  sponsoring  an 
event,  September  28-29,  1982;  “WHAT’S 
HAPPENING  TO  THE  CLERGY 
FAMILY?”  Rabbi  Edwin  H.  Friedman, 
Washington,  D.C.,  a  noted  family 
therapist,  wil  be  the  leader.  Sessions  will 
be  held  at  the  Executive  Inn,  3232  West 
Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  Texas, 
beginning  at  2:00  p.m.  on  the  28th  and 
continuing  until  5:00  p.m.  on  the  29th. 
Rabbi  Friedman  has  written:  “Clergy 
who  serve  congregations  today  are  under 
tremendous  pressure  from  society  and 
their  parishioners,  no  mattter  what  their 
denomination,  because  of  the 
uncertainty  of  our  age  and  the  apparent 
failure  of  traditional  answers.  In 
addition,  the  information  overload  which 
engulfs  the  clergy  as  they  try  to  stay  up 
progressively  with  every  aspect  of  the 
increasing  change  in  change  only 
compounds  the  problem.”  “Growing 
unrest  among  the  clergy  and  the  clergy 
families,  resulting  in  an  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  divorces  and  “dropouts”  from  the 
ministry,  are  symptoms  of  deeper  prob¬ 
lems  that  are  sometimes  never  con¬ 
fronted,”  continues  Rabbi  Friedman.  He 
believes  that  the  individual  focus  on  the 
clergy,  has  hindered  the  pastoral  coun¬ 
seling  movement  from  seeing  the  family 
approach  for  the  various  roles  of  the 
clergy. 

Bishops,  District  Superintendents, 
Council  Directors,  spouses,  chairpersons 
and  registrars,  Boards  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry,  pastors,  and  interested  persons 
are  invited  to  be  a  part  of  this  very 
important  event.  Registration  fee  is  $15 
per  person  and  can  be  made  through  the 
Conference  or  District  Offices.  Room 
reservations  should  be  made  directly 
with  the  Executive  Inn,  3232  West 
Mockingbird  Lane,  1-800-528-1234. 

Additional  information  can  be  secured 
from  the  Bishops,  Council  Directors, 
District  Superintendents,  or  the 
Jurisdictional  office,  8035  E  RL  Thornton 
Freeway,  Suite  408,  Dallas,  TX  75228, 
(214)  321-7077. 


Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  was 
appointed  as  Director  of  the  Council  of 
Ministries  at  the  recent  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  A 
graduate  of  Southern  Methodist 
University  with  a  B.A.  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  with  a  M.  Divinity, 
Dr.  Williamson  was  given  a  D.D.  from 
Centenary  College  in  1978.  Dr. 
Williamson  came  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  1950  from  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  where  he  served  a 
number  of  churches  and  was  Director  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  at  the  University 
of  Texas  at  Arlington  for  four  years. 

During  these  years  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  he  has  been  a  pastor  at 
Lakeview  Church,  Minden;  Coushatta; 
St.  Paul’s;  New  Orleans;  Ingleside; 
Baton  Rouge;  and  First  Church 
Alexandria.  Included  in  his  ap¬ 
pointments,  he  has  been  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District,  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 
District  and  recently  completed  four 
years  on  the  Shreveport  District. 

An  active  participant  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Conference,  Dr.  Williamson  has 
served  on  the  Board  of  Pensions,  Board 
of  Trustees,  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
and  is  presently  a  Trustee  of  Centenary 
College  and  Lydia  Patterson  Institute. 

Dr.  Williamson  is  married  to  the 
former  Peggy  Ice  of  Monahans,  Texas. 
Their  son  Kenneth  Williamson  and  his 
family  reside  in  Lake  Charles,  and  their 
daughter  Kay  Burgess  and  her  family  in 
Sulphur. 


The  Reverend  W.  Dwight  Ramsey  is 
Associate  Director  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries.  He  also  serves  as  Director 
of  Communications  with  special 
responsibilities  for  coordinating  the  new 
television  ministry  in  our  conference,  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  and  other 
areas  of  communication. 

Ramsey  was  appointed  to  the  Council 
staff  in  June  following  six  years  as  pastor 
of  Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  Previous  ministerial 
appointments  include  serving  as  pastor 
of  the  Ivanhoe  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lafayette,  campus  minister  at 
University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  in 
Lafayette,  chaplain  at  Holding  Institute, 
Laredo,  Texas,  and  chaplain  at 
Glenwood  Hospital  in  West  Monroe.  He  is 
a  certified  Fellow  in  the  College  of 
Chaplains  of  the  American  Protestant 
Hospital  Association  and  a  certified 
member  of  the  American  Association  of 
Pastoral  Counselors.  He  also  holds  a 
current  commercial  pilot’s  license. 

Ramsey  has  been  actively  involved  in 
district  and  conference  work  including 
serving  as  chairperson  for  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
secretary  for  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries. 

He  and  his  wife  Gay  have  two 
daughters:  Jennifer  Lynn  and  Kimberly 
Anne. 


Give  to 
the  Advance 


World  Hun 


ger 


Advance  Special  Receiving 
Strong  Response 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Advance 
Special  for  World  Hunger  is  receiving 
strong  response  from  local  churches 
within  the  Conference  and  from  persons 
outside  of  Louisiana.  * 

Dr.  Bill  Patrick,  Director  of  the 
program  at  L.S.U.  says  there  are 
presently  fifty  applicants  requesting 
scholarship  aid  from  this  Advance 
Special.  Of  this  fifty,  twenty  students  are 
presently  taking  the  required  exams  to 
determine  whether  they  are  able  to  meet 
the  academic  and  other  requirements  of 
the  Louisiana  State  University  graduate 
program. 

Dr.  Patrick  has  announced  that  one 
new  student  has  been  added  to  the 
program  bringing  the  total  number  of 
students  supported  by  the  Advance 
Special  lo  three.  The  newest  student  is 
from  India  and  is  studying  in  the  area  of 
plant  biochemistry  and  doing  a  great 
deal  of  research  on  the  protein  quality  of 
food  crops. 

The  Advance  Special,  called  FISH 
(Food  for  Indigenous  Self  Help),  was 
approved  by  the  1981  Session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  The 
project  offers  support  to  the  students 
from  the  Third  World  nations  to  study  at 
L.S.U.  at  the  Ph.D.  level  in  an  area  of 
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First  Church  School  lesson  via  satellite,  Sunday,  August  1, 
9:35  a.m.  Downlink  setting  “W4,”  Channel  setting:  11 


food  production.  The  students  then 
return  to  their  homes  where  they  put 
their  skills  into  practice  by  helping  their 
homeland  become  self-supporting  in 
terms  of  food  production.  It  costs  $6,500 
per  year  to  support  a  scientist  in  this 
program  and  most  students  will  require 
being  in  the  program  for  three  years. 
Many  local  churches  and  districts 
throughout  Louisiana  Methodism  have 
adopted  this  project  as  an  Advance 
Special,  but  more  resources  are  needed 
and  churches  are  encouraged  to  consider 
the  FISH  Project  as  they  make  budget 
plans  for  1983.  FISH  is  administered  by 
the  Hunger  Task  Force  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  our  Conference. 

Rueben  Job  Named 
Upper  Room  Editor 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The 
Reverend  Rueben  P.  Job,  a  program 
staff  member  of  the  Dakotas  Area  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  a  former 
executive  with  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
here,  has  been  named  World  Editor  of 
The  Upper  Room. 

Dr.  Job  succeeds  the  Reverend  Maxie 
Dunnam  who  resigned  in  March  to 
become  pastor  of  Christ  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Memphis.  The  Upper  Room 
is  best  known  for  the  pocket-size  daily 
devotional  booklet  by  the  same  name, 
but  the  total  operation  includes  the 
publishing  of  devotional  books  and 
resources  and  a  number  of  special 
ministries.  Other  magazines  published 
by  The  Upper  Room  include  The 
Christian  Home,  Pockets,  and  Alive 
Now.  The  ministry  of  The  Upper  Room 
also  includes  programs  in  marriage 
enrichment  and  spiritual  formation,  a 
Living  Prayer  Center,  and  a  chapel  and 
museum  visited  by  thousands  each  year. 

Administratively  related  to  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  The 
Upper  Room  ministries  and  publications 
are  intentionally  ecumenical,  interna¬ 
tional  and  interracial. 
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Peace-with-justice  pursuit  commendable 


In  the  face  of  a  situation  so  complex 
and  nearly  insolvable  as  that  which 
exists  in  the  Middle  East  today,  it  is 
tempting  either  to  propose  solutions 
which  are  naively  one-sided  and  simplis¬ 
tic  or  to  ignore  the  situation  altogether 
in  hopes  that  it  will  work  itself  out. 

The  adjoining  article  on  this  page  by 
Dale  White,  bishop  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  New  Jersey  area,  dares  to 
remind  us  that  the  staggering  problems 
in  the  Middle  East  will  not  go  away  and 
that  we,  as  American  Christians,  have  a 
responsibility  to  deal  with  it  knowledge¬ 
ably,  thoroughly,  and  compassionately. 

Bishop  White’s  passionate  appeal  on 
behalf  of  the  Palestinians  and  their 
aspirations  may,  at  first  glance,  itself 
appear  naively  one-sided.  Careful 
reflections  will  reveal  that  it  is 
purposefully  one-sided  in  its  emphasis, 
but  not  in  its  basic  premises.  In  noting 
that  the  Palestinian  cause  lacks  any  sort 
of  broad-based  political  support  in  the 
U.S.,  the  bishop  is  himself  seeking  to  call 
attention  to  the  legitimate  contentions  of 
the  Palestinians. 

Without  exposure  to  such  a  statement 
of  the  Palestinian  position  most 
American  Christians  are  probably 
predisposed  to  side  with  Israel  without 
ever  understanding  the  other  side.  After 
all,  we  share  with  the  Israelis  a  common 
reverence  for  the  Old  Testament 
scriptures  and  look  upon  their  homeland 
as  “the  land  of  the  Bible”;  we  see 
Lebanese  Christians  siding  with  Israelis, 
while  tending  to  identify  the  Palestinians 
as  either  Moslems  or  pagans;  we 
recognize  the  centuries  of  unjust 
persecution  Jews  have  endured,  often  at 
the  hands  of  Christians,  and  the  uphill 
struggle  Israel  has  faced  just  to  survive 
as  a  nation;  and  deep  inside  our  hearts, 
we  may  even  look  upon  the  current 
Israeli  government’s  stem  eye-for-an- 
eye  and  “might  makes  right"  outlook 
with  grudging  admiration. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


As  Christians,  however,  we  do  not 
follow  a  Savior  who  teaches  that  “might 
makes  right”  —  either  for  individuals  or 
for  nations.  We  must  also  recall  that  He 
replaced  the  “eye-for-an-eye"  approach 
to  social  morality  with  a  new  and  more 
difficult  standard  for  those  who  would  be 
His  followers. 

We  can  legitimately  identify  with  the 
anger,  frustration  and  impatience  that 
the  Israelis  feel  in  relating  to  the 
Palestinians  and  their  other  Arab 
neighbors  other  than  Egypt.  For  all  the 
years  of  its  existence,  Israel  has  been 
surrounded  by  overtly  hostile  forces 
committed  to  its  extinction. 

Any  of  us  would,  under  similar 
circumstances,  be  tempted  to  eradicate 
the  prime  source  of  that  threat,  no 
matter  whose  rights  might  be  violated  in 
the  process.  But  as  Christians  we  dare 
not  give  in  to  such  temptations  or  seek  to 
rationalize  the  actions  of  others  who  do 
so.  By  any  means  of  moral  evaluation  we 
know  Israel’s  unjust  treatment  of  the 
Palestinians  in  general,  and  its  relentless 
pursuit  of  military  objectives  against  the 
PLO  in  particular,  with  callous  disregard 
for  the  massive  losses  of  life  and 
property  by  innocent  civilians  in  the 
process,  is  a  sin  against  God  and 
humanity.  Such  behavior  cannot  be 
justified  by  a  civilized  nation  even 
though  the  PLO  tactic  of  basing  its 
terrorist  activities  against  Israel  in 
areas  with  high  civilian  concentrations  is 
similarly  immoral  —  and  also  cowardly. 
But  the  PLO’s  immoral  activities  do  not 
nullify,  or  reduce  by  one  iota,  the 
legitimacy  of  the  Palestinians’ 
aspiration  for  a  national  homeland 
Every  careful  analysis  of  the  Middle 
East  situation  of  which  we  are  aware  has 
concluded  that  a  just,  overall  solution 
must  include  a  recognition  of  Israel’s 
right  to  exist,  provision  for  a  homeland 
for  the  Palestinians,  free  access  by 
adherents  of  all  religions  to  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  and  creative,  even-handed 


and  forceful  leadership  by  the  United 
States  in  the  difficult  process  of  negotia¬ 
tions  which  will  be  required  to  produce  a 
settlement  acceptable  to  all  parties. 

All  these  key  elements  were  present  in 
the  historic  Camp  David  accords  which 
produced  a  cessation  of  hostilities  and 
the  current  era  of  peace  between  Israel 
and  Egypt.  We  are  encouraged  by  the 
testimony  of  our  country’s  new  Secretary 
of  State,  George  Shultz,  during  his  Senate 
confirmation  hearing,  that  he  intends 
again  to  lead  an  aggressive  pursuit  of 
peace  in  the  Middle  East  in  which  justice 
for  all  parties  and  peace  for  the  world 
will  be  primary  considerations. 

This  shift  will  be  especially  refreshing 
following  a  period  during  which  our 
leaders  appeared  to  look  upon  the  Middle 
East  merely  as  one  part  of  a  global 
struggle  for  supremacy  between  the  U.S. 
and  Russia,  rather  than  as  a  situation  of 
major  importance  in  its  own  right. 

We  believe  we  should,  as  Christians 
committed  to  the  kinship  of  the  whole 
human  family  under  the  Father¬ 
hood  of  God,  offer  commendation 
and  encouragement  to  President  Reagan 
and  our  new  chief  diplomat  in  their  slow 
and  tedious  pursuit  of  a  long-term  Middle 
East  peace.  We  likewise  should 
encourage  them  simultaneously  to  insist 
in  the  short-term  upon  a  cessation  of 
terrorist  activities  and  denials  of  Israel’s 
right  to  exist  by  the  Palestinians,  and  on 
humane  restraint  by  the  Israelis  in 
dealing  with  the  Palestinians  — 
particularly  where  civilians  are 
involved.  We  should  work  cooperatively 
with  other  Christians  to  provide 
emergency  assistance  for  those  who 
have  lost  their  health,  homes  and/or 
their  livelihood  during  the  siege  of 
Lebanon.  And  we  should  pray  fervently 
that  the  hearts  of  all  parties  will  become 
receptive  to  the  development  of  new 
attitudes  and  patterns  of  relating 
necessary  to  allow  them  to  share  “the 
Lord  of  the  Bible”  in  peace. 


Here  I  Stand 

Christ-like  6 aggressive  goodwill' 
is  only  solution  for  Middle  East 


By  c.  DALE  WHITE 

As  a  Christian  pastor  1  willingly  accept 
the  role  of  peacemaker,  which  Jesus 
called  blessed.  I  believe  the  Scriptures, 
both  Jewish  and  Christian,  which  use  the 
ancient  term  Shalom  —  or  Salam  as  the 
Palestinians  say  it  —  as  the  image  of 
God’s  hope  for  humanity  and  the  focus  of 
God's  redeeming  activity  on  Planet 
Earth. 

As  a  member  of  a  recent  interfaith 
peace  mission  to  Israel  and  the  Occupied 
Territories  under  the  sponsorship  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
and  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  I 
talked  at  length  with  Israeli  and 
Palestinian  leaders.  I  came  away 
alarmed  at  the  escalating  cycles  of 
violence  and  repression  on  the  West 
Bank  and  the  Gaza  strip,  and  the  reports 
of  Israeli  mobilization  for  an  invasion  of 
Lebanon.  I  became  distressed  at  the 
evidence  of  a  pervasive  and  growing 
pattern  of  exploitation  of  Palestinians  by 
Israeli  citizens  on  the  West  Bank,  the 
rapid  expansion  of  Israeli  settlements, 
the  arming  of  settlers,  the  expulsion  and 
deportation  of  elected  leaders,  the 
confiscation  and  appropriation  of  Arab 
property,  the  demolition  of  Arab  homes, 
the  restriction  of  academic  activities  in 
Palestinian  universities,  and  the  meeting 
of  civil  strife  with  deadly  force. 

New  trends  seen 

At  the  same  time  I  became  aware  of 
moderating  trends  in  the  Arab  world,  of 
clear  signals  that  the  Palestinian 
leadership  was  turning  away  from 
violent  solutions  and  of  growing 
determination  among  Palestinian  people 
to  seek  self-determination,  not  at  the 
expense  of  Israel  but  in  co-existence  with 
Israel. 

I  reported  on  my  trip  to  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  in  late 


Law  editorials  resort  to  ‘evasive  casuistry’ 
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To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  editorials  in  the  July  2 
issue,  I  would  like  to  make  two 
comments. 

First,  you  say  in  the  lead  editorial 
headlined  “Christian  faith  and  the 
dilemma  posed  by  law-conscience 
conflict”  that  your  publication  of  the 
story  about  the  couple  in  Oregon 
withholding  payment  of  taxes  does  not 
constitute  editorial  endorsement  of  their 
action.  However,  you  go  on  to  say  that 
these  persons  are  “responding  to  what 
they  believe  to  be  God’s  call  to  be 
peacemakers,"  and  that  they  should  be 
seen  as  making  a  “witness  for  peace?’  ■ 

You  have  resorted  to  evasive  casuistry 
while  ignoring  the  real  responsibility 
that  is  yours  as  the  editor  of,  not  a 
secular  newspaper,  but  a  publication  of 
the  church.  You  have  deliberately 
ignored  the  biblical  injunction  which  it  is 
your  responsibility  to  expound  whenever 
questions  of  morality  are  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  church.  Our  Lord 
specifically  addressed  the  problem  of 
paying  taxes  and  He  tells  us  to  “render 
unto  Caesar  that  which  is  Caesar’s.” 

Second,  in  the  second  editorial, 
headlined  “Christian  faith  and  the  speed 
limit,"  you  descend  from  the  highbrow 
snobbery  of  the  first  and  admonish  us  to 
submit  humbly  to  the  law  —  to  the 
“higher  powers.”  as  Paul  would  say 
(Romans  13:1).  You  say,  “Each  time  we 
disregard  this  law  we  undermine  our 
professed  belief  in  the  necessity  of  a 
lawfully  ordered  society." 

With  the  first  editorial,  you  snub  those 
of  us  who  naively  believe  in  the  priority 
of  scriptural  injunction,  and  you 
effectively  refuse  to  acknowledge  the 
presence  of  a  teaching  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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With  the  second  editorial,  you  reveal  a 
forked  tongue,  the  appearance  of  which 
discredits  any  authority  you  might  have 
as  a  spokesman  for  the  church. 

John  Hicks 
Mt.  Vernon,  Texas 
Law-conscience  dilemma 
editorial  praised 
To  the  Editor : 

Your  editorial  headlined  “Christian 
faith  and  the  dilemma  posed  by  law- 
conscience  conflict”  in  the  July  2  issue  is 
excellent.  It  walks  around  the  issue, 
looks  at  it  from  all  sides,  does  not  seek  to 
antagonize  those  who  disagree,  but 
challenges  them  to  think  about  it. 

Walter  N.  Vernon 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

A  ‘Speed  Limit  Breaker’s 
Anonymous’  response 

To  the  Editor : 

To  what  depths  can  an  editorial 
plunge?  I  write  in  behalf  of  S.L.B.A. 
(Speed  Limit  Breakers  Anonymous) 
concerning  your  July  2  editorial 
headlined  “Christian  faith  and  the  speed 
limit."  We  hereby  challenge  your 
outrageous  opinions. 

First,  we  do  not  drive  fast  in  order 
intentionally  to  break  the  law  of  the  land, 
or  to  kill  people,  or  to  waste  gasoline.  We 
drive  fast  because  we  are  always  in  a 
hurry  to  get  to  where  we  are  going.  We 
have  endless  things  to  do,  places  to  be. 
people  to  visit,  and  appointments  to  keep. 
We  are  good  Christians,  good  stewards  of 
our  time  as  well  as  our  resources,  and 
therefore,  we  are  always  busy.  We 
simply  do  not  have  time  to  participate  in 
poets'  silly  pastimes  —  like  taking  time 
to  smell  the  flowers,  or  to  look  at  the 
sunrise,  or  to  taste  the  sweetness  of 
honey,  or  to  reach  out  and  touch  a  loved- 
one,  or  to  listen  to  the  birds,  the  bees,  the 
laughter  of  children,  or  to  feel  the  breeze. 
Who  has  time  to  waste  attending  to  the 
universe?  Relaxation  breeds  only  sloth. 

Second,  if  speed  limits  were  allowed  to 
go  unbroken,  what  would  our  poor 
policepeople  do  with  their  time?  They 
would  have  to  try  to  keep  busy  catching 
minor  criminals  —  like  murderers, 
rapists,  wife  and  child  abusers,  tax- 
evaders,  liars,  and  so  on.  Now  everyone 
knows  that  the  police  spend  most  of  their 
time  setting  speed  traps.  And  by  obeying 
the  advice  in  your  editorial,  we  would  be 
contributing  to  the  already  high  rate  of 
unemployment  by  putting  our  law 
enforcement  officers  out  of  work.  How 
deplorable! 

In  conclusion,  I  give  you  our 
affirmation: 

1.  We  believe  it  is  our  God-given  right 
—  not  merely  a  social  privilege  —  to 
drive  as  fast  as  we  desire,  as  long  as  we 
do  not  get  caught,  or  kill  anyone,  or 
waste  gasoline. 

2.  We  believe  it  is  our  God-given 
right  to  own  and  bear  C.B.  radios,  radar 
detectors,  and  other  speedtrap  evasion 


devices.  Also,  we  affirm  the  duty  of 
every  Christian  to  warn  their  brothers 
and  sisters  by  flashing  their  headlights. 

3.  We  believe  that  slower  drivers 
(those  who  drive  the  speed  limit  or  less)  _ 
are  obligated  to  get  out  of  our  way, 
especially  when  we  are  in  a  hurry.  The 
universal  signal  to  this  effect  is 
tailgating,  shouting  obscenities  out  the 
window,  flashing  the  high  beams, 
honking  the  horn,  or  any  combination  of 
the  above. 

4.  We  believe  that  using  this  signal  will 
make  the  car  in  front  of  us  go  faster,  and 
if  they  are  unaware  of  the  signal,  we 
believe  we  have  the  right  to  pass  the  car 
on  a  double  yellow  line,  the  shoulder,  or 
whatever. 

There  is  more,  but  I  must  run  along.  If 
I  leave  right  now  and  uphold  our 
society’s  affirmation,  I  might  be  only 
eight  minutes  late  instead  of  ten.  So,  we 
rest  our  case  and  rest  in  peace,  knowing 
that  sensible  Christians  will  ignore  your 
editorial  and  continue  to  ignore  the  speed 
limits.  Roland  T.  Moore 

Streetsboro,  Ohio 

Two  possible  meanings 

To  the  Editor : 

Women’s  Division  President,  Ruth 
Daugherty’s  statement  concerning 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission,  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  “would  not  be 
what  it  is  today  without  these  schools’’ 
(UMR,  July  9)  could  be  interpreted  two 
different  ways  considering  the  steady 
decline  in  church  membership. 

Having  just  returned  from  one  of  these 
schools,  I  can  report  that  regarding  the 
Mission  Studies  (in  my  case  the  “People 
of  the  Pacific  Islands”),  it  is  my  opinion 
that  the  material,  as  usual,  is  biased  and 
strongly  anti-U.S. 

I  do  not  question  certain  issues 
presented  in  the  study.  I  do  question  the 
seeming  intent  of  our  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  downgrade 
the  democratic  system.  It  would  behoove 
churches  to  help  strengthen  and  preserve 
the  best  protector  of  human  rights  and 
freedoms  —  a  primary  one  being 
freedom  of  religion.  Barbara  Driver 
Quenemo,  Kansas 

‘Official  religion’ shifts 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  young  man  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  now  attending  a  secular  col¬ 
lege,  I  might  easily  accept  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  avowed  homosexual  to  the 
ministry.  It  certainly  would  not  go 
against  the  humanistic  tenets  under 
which  I  have  been  trained. 

The  official  religion  of  our  great  nation 
is  shifting  from  a  God-centered  one  to  a 
human-centered  one.  The  fruits  of  this 
change  are  a  dramatic  increase  in  crime, 
hatred,  personal  immorality,  dishonesty 
—  just  plain  bad  fruits.  God’s  Word  says, 
“Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation:  but 
sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people.”  Isn’t  it 
obvious,  especially  to  those  of  us  who  call 


ourselves  Christians,  that  since 
American’s  official  religion  has  changed, 
things  are  getting  worse? 

The  Apostle  Paul  writes  about  the 
falling  away  we  are  experiencing  in  our 
United  Methodist  Church’s  secular  lead¬ 
ership  in  his  epistle  to  the  Romans: 
“Wherefore  God  also  gave  them  up  to 
uncleaness  through  the  lust  of  their  own 
hearts,  to  dishonor  their  own  bodies  be¬ 
tween  themselves.  Who  changed  the 
truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  and  worshipped 
the  creature  more  than  the  Creator  .  .  .” 
God’s  Word  could  not  be  any  more  clear 
about  homosexuality  and  other  selfish 
and  un  natural  forms  of  worshipping  the 
creature.  If  there  was  any  remaining 
doubt  God  tells  us:  “If  any  man  also  lie 
with  mankind,  as  he  lieth  with  a  woman, 
both  of  them  have  committed  an  abo¬ 
mination  . . .” 

Homosexuality  is  contrary  to  the  beau¬ 
tiful  intended  purpose  of  men  and  women 
which  God  created  us  with.  As  individ¬ 
uals,  as  the  United  Methodist  church, 
and  as  a  nation  we  must  correct  and  dis¬ 
cipline  ourselves  to  grow  in  grace  in  the 
body  of  Christ.  God  so  loves  us  that  he 
offers  us  peace  of  mind  and  authority 
over  sickness,  disease,  poverty,  and  all 
bad  things  as  we  grow  in  Him.  Let  us  live 
our  lives  for  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ  and  homosexuality  will  disappear. 
Our  potential  in  Him  is  incredible. 

My  prayer  is  that  our  leaders  will  seek 
the  mind  of  Christ  in  setting  the  policies 
of  our  church.  God  bless  us  all. 

Scott  Traux 

Farmington,  New  Mexico 


April,  and  that  body  adopted  a  statement 
which  included  a  plea  to  President 
Reagan  “to  make  an  all-out  effort  in 
coming  weeks  to  seek  negotiated 
formulas  which  will  provide  for  self-rule 
for  Palestinians.”  The  bishops’ 
statement  also  urged  the  President  "to 
press  all  parties  to  exercise  the  utmost 
restraint  .  .  .  toward  a  comprehensive 
settlement  of  the  Palestinian  problem 
.  .  Such  a  settlement,  it  was  noted, 
would  need  to  include  an  affirmation 
both  of  “Israel’s  right  to  exist"  and  the 
“fulfillment  of  Palestinian  national 
aspirations  through  a  state  of  their  own.” 

Recent  events  have  made  clear  that  a 
policy  of  restraint  was  not  to  be  followed 
nor  peaceful  negotiations  allowed  to  take 
their  logical  course.  Now,  not  only  the 
Palestinians  must  suffer  at  the 
implementation  of  the  hard-line  policies 
by  the  Begin  government.  The  Lebanese, 
too,  must  see  their  cities  and  villages 
lying  in  ruin,  the  people  scattered, 
thousands  dead  or  wounded,  the  reign  of 
terror  complete.  After  seven  years  of 
violence  and  anarchy,  the  Lebanese 
know  yet  again  the  helpless  despair  of 
lawlessness  controlling  their  lives. 

Shocked  and  saddened,  I  have  willingly 
testified  at  a  congressional  briefing  in 
favor  of  a  Congressional  Resolution 
which  calls  for  an  immediate  cessation  of 
hostilities,  Israeli  withdrawal  from 
Lebanon,  and  the  suspension  of  all  U.S. 
military  aid  to  Israel. 

Can  those  whose  lives  are  deeply 
rooted  in  the  values  of  our  Judeo- 
Christian  heritage  allow  the  slaughter  of 
innocent  people  to  go  unnoticed?  Who 
will  mourn  for  the  dismembered  dreams 
of  countless  thousands  of  unnamed 
people  who  wanted  nothing  so  much  as  to 
see  their  farms  and  businesses  flourish 
and  to  raise  their  children  in  peace?  Who 
will  cry  out  in  outrage  at  the  brutality 
and  horror  of  a  monstrous  military 
machine  grinding  its  way  blindly  across 
a  civilization,  leaving  a  great  swath  of 
destruction  in  its  path? 

What  is  way  of  peace? 

Can  this  be  the  way  of  peace?  Does 
lasting,  generative  peace  flow  from  the 
smoking  barrel  of  an  artillery  piece? 
Religious  pronouncements  from  the 
Hebrew  prophets  to  the  Rabbinical 
teachings,  the  Papal  decrees,  and  the 
Protestant  Church  declarations  of  this 
century  have  led  believing  people  to 
declare:  “If  we  want  peace  we  must 
seek  justice.”  Festering  pockets  of 
oppression  and  exploitation  anywhere 
spread  the  infection  of  terrorism, 
criminality,  and  militarism  everywhere. 

Thoughtful  Israelis  for  months  have 
been  asking:  “What  is  happening  to  the 
soul  of  Israel?”  Israeli  voices  are  crying 
alarm  at  the  emergence  of  an  Israel 
increasingly  known  among  the  nations  of 
the  world  for  its  right-wing  chauvinism, 
its  arrogant  disregard  for  world  public 
opinion,  its  export  of  arms  and  secret 
police  systems  to  oppressive  and 
exploitative  governments,  its  disregard 
of  the  human  and  property  rights  of 
Palestinian  people  in  its  midst,  and  its 
deafness  to  their  cries  for  political  and 
cultural  autonomy. 

If  Israelis  are  asking  hard  questions, 
we  should  ask  ourselves  the  question: 
“What  is  happening  to  the  soul  of 
America?”  Why  are  we  so  silent  as  the 
Israeli  military  juggernaut  rolls  out  to 
stifle  at  its  birth  the  fragile  but  growing 
movement  toward  Israeli-Arab 
reconciliation?  Why  are  we  so  willing  to 
accept  uncritically  the  premises  of  the 
Begin  administration  which  seeks  to 
justify  —  in  the  name  of  national  security 


—  the  violation  of  international  borders, 
the  killing  of  innocent  people,  the 
bombing  of  villages  and  even  hospitals, 
the  annexing  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Golan 
Heights,  and  the  creeping  annexation  of 
Gaza  and  the  West  Bank  —  all  in 
violation  of  international  law  and 
repeated  declarations  of  U.N.  agencies? 
Why  does  our  nation,  the  staunch  friend 
of  Israel,  stand  alone  again  and  again  in 
arenas  of  international  debate  in  a 
blanket  endorsement  of  Israeli  policies 
and  practices  which  are  strongly 
condemned  even  by  our  closest  allies? 

Is  Israel  more  secure  as  a  result  of  its 
Machiavellian  incursions?  Is  the 
Palestinian  problem  solved  by  them? 
Are  the  Arab  nations  more  fully 
reconciled  to  the  existence  of  Israel?  Is 
the  spirit  of  Camp  David  fulfilled?  Are 
the  roots  of  Arab  terrorism,  so 
universally  condemned  by  the  world 
community,  now  plucked  out?  Those 
steeped  in  the  values  of  the  world’s  great 
religions  must  stand  aghast  at  the  naive 
assumption  that  the  human  family  is  - 
closer  to  peace  as  the  result  of  these 
tragic  developments. 

Jesus’  solution 

Both  sides  in  this  conflict  can  recite  ad 
nauseam  long  and  growing  lists  of 
grievances  sustained  and  woundings 
incurred,  some  of  them  centuries  old. 
Recycling  syndromes  of  violence  based 
on  long  memories  of  injustices  past  were 
already  endemic  in  that  part  of  the  world 
when  Jesus  walked  that  way.  His  solution 
is  the  only  answer  today :  the  way  of  bold, 
aggressive  goodwill;  a  new  beginning 
built  upon  the  courageous  and  visionary 
initiatives  of  caring  people,  who  rely  on 
the  power  of  God  to  create  new  futures. 

The  Anwar  Sadat  initiative  was  such  a 
beginning.  From  whence  came  the  “new 
reality”  which  electrified  the  world, 
kindled  hope  for  reconciliation,  softened 
public  opinion  and  forced  political 
solutions  which  brought  peace  between 
Israel  and  Egypt?  Certainly  not  from  the 
end  of  a  gun  but  at  the  end  of  a  hand 
extended  in  a  sincere  gesture  of  good  will 
and  reconciliation. 

All  of  us  are  aware  that  no  grass-roots 
political  forces  are  stirring  in  the  U.S.  in 
favor  of  Palestinian  self-determination 
and  Israeli  restraint.  Yet  on  our  recent 
fact-finding  tour,  both  Palestinian  and 
Israeli  leaders  assured  us  that  vigorous 
U.S.  involvement,  leading  to  imaginative 
diplomatic  solutions  to  the  Palestinian 
problem,  is  the  only  road  to  lasting  peace 
in  the  Middle  East. 

This  is  clearly  a  time  for  American 
leaders  to  lead.  Governmental,  religious, 
and  community  leaders  of  all 
persuasions  need  to  encourage  the 
American  people  to  inform  themselves 
on  the  complex  forces  feeding  violence 
in  the  Middle  East.  Palestinian  as  well 
as  Israeli  perceptions  and  aspirations 
need  to  be  heard.  Arab  terrorism  and 
Israeli  militarism  alike  must  be 
condemned.  An  American  constituency 
needs  to  be  created  which  will  press 
vigorously  for  a  bold  new  beginning,  for 
just  solutions  to  the  Palestinian  problem, 
and  lasting  peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  readers  of  the  Reporter  may 
express  their  concerns  and  opinions 
regarding  issues  facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributor,  Bishop  C. 
Dale  White,  is  the  episcopal  leader  for 
United  Methodism's  New  Jersey  area, 
and  a  church  leader  who  has  maintained 
a  keen  interest  in  the  relationship 
between  the  Christian  faith  and 
international  issues. 


My  Witness 


UMC’s  ‘connectedness’  is  strongly 
affirmed  by  rich  experiences  it  gives 


By  LYNDA  BRAZIL 

“Connectedness”  is  a  word  that  has 
had  more  vitality  for  me  recently  and  I 
feel  compelled  to  share  my  celebration  in 
it.  Through  my  connectional  contacts  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  I  have 
been  feeling  a  growing  spiritual 
sensitivity  in  many  of  the  people  I  meet 
or  have  known  over  the  years. 

People  share  with  me  the 
“connectedness”  they  have  grown  into 
through  scripture,  prayer,  and 
relationships  which  help  them  enact  or 
embody  the  Word  more  fully  in  their 
lives.  I  find  these  contacts  with  people  in 
settings  as  varied  as  a  jurisdictional 
adult  ministry  seminar,  summer  church 
camps,  a  prayer-share  group  using 
Maxie  Dunnam’s  “Workbook  of  Living 
Prayer,”  or  sexuality/family  life 
seminars  for  youth  and  their  parents. 

Whether  the  thrust  of  a  Christian’s 
discipleship  is  lived  out  through  a  social 
gospel,  liberation  gospel,  evangelical 
gospel  or  spirit-filled  gospel  emphasis, 
all  of  us  need  to  develop  an  awareness 
that  the  source  of  our  various  ministries 
is  the  same  Good  News.  It’s  exciting  to 
relate  to  so  many  different  kinds  of 
people  whose  spiritual  journey  has  led 
them  to  a  rootedness  in  the  word  through 
their  response  to  Christ’s  Spirit. 

I  also  meet  many  dislocated, 
unconnected  people  who  have  a  variety 
of  hungers.  The  church  as  Christ’s  Body 
suffers  with  them,  for  them,  and  because 
of  them.  And  when  we  don’t  listen  or  try 
to  offer  God’s  love  in  ministry,  we  cease 
to  be  the  church. 

Many  people  are  unconnected  from  a 
knowledge  of  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior. 
The  living  examples  of  the  “connected 
witnesses"  in  my  life  help  me  remember, 
for  my  sake  and  for  others,  Christ’s 


loving  call  to  Peter  as  he  attempted  to 
know  communion  with  Jesus  as  Lord  and 
Savior:  “Feed  my  sheep”  (John  21:15- 
17). 

At  Pentecost,  Christ’s  Spirit  quickened 
His  Body  on  earth,  the  Church.  Through 
His  continuing  inspiration,  we  sheep 
have  been  feeding  each  other  ever  since 
—  and  how  marvelously  enriched  we  are 
when  we  are  obedient  to  this  call. 

The  fourth  chapter  of  I  John  further 
affirms  this  idea.  Acting  out  God’s  love 
as  we  give  Him  room  to  dwell  within  us 
builds  our  confidence,  assurance  and 
trust  in  the  faith  He  has  given  us. 

Feeding  and  being  fed  —  this  is  such  a 
beautiful  plan  and  part  of  God’s 
redemption.  I  hear  about  suffering  in  a 
Third  World  country,  join  people  across 
my  church’s  conference  to  change  my 
lifestyle,  and  redirect  some  of  my 
resources  to  meet  the  physical, 
educational  and  spiritual  needs  of  others. 
Consequently,  like  the  bleeding  Jew  in 
Christ’s  parable,  I  am  helped  a  little 
further  out  of  my  ditch  of  apathy  and  my 
deadly  cultural  habit  of  materialism,  by 
the  Good  Samaritan  on  the  other  side  of 
the  world  whom  I  don’t  know  personally. 

I  visit  an  elderly  Parkinson's  victim  at 
a  nursing  home,  and  find  myself 
strengthened  by  her  wisdom,  wit  and 
gentleness. 

I  turn  to  friends  in  a  time  of  depression 
and  frustration,  and  they  thank  me  for 
reminding  them  of  the  in-depth  quality  of 
our  commitment  to  each  other. 

I  offer  a  heart  of  praise  in  Sunday 
morning  worship  and  receive  God’s 
message  for  me  through  children’s 
voices  in  song,  a  mentally  retarded 
friend’s  prayer  request.  .  .  hearing  the 
Word  preached  from  the  pulpit  ...  or 
noting  an  elderly  person’s  reception  of 


what  may  be  the  single  hug  they  receive 
that  week. 

We  are  all  connected  to  God  —  and 
connected  to  each  other  —  if  we  but  let 
Him  act  through  our  lives.  Praise  the 
Lord  for  this  fact! 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  United  Methodist  Reporter 
readers  may  share  meaningful 
experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Lynda  Brazil, 
is  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  In  Atwood,  Kansas. 


Editorial  position 

We  are  looking  for  a  spe¬ 
cial  person  with  theological 
training,  editorial  writing  ex¬ 
perience,  and  an  ability  to 
engage  in  dialogue  with 
Christians  holding  diverse 
views  to  fill  a  newly-created, 
executive  level  position  re¬ 
lated  primarily  to  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  editorial  page.  High 
energy  level,  active  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment,  willingness 
to  relocate  in  Dallas,  and 
commitment  to  the  theologi¬ 
cal  and  social  principles  of 
United  Methodist  Church  es¬ 
sential.  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable.  If  interested,  con¬ 
tact  Dan  Louis,  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.  O. 
Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222,  or  (214)  630-6495. 
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Christian  books 


sell  at  fast  pace 


By JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 
and 

M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  Christian  bookselling  is 
knocking  on  the  door  of  becoming  a  bil- 
lion-dollar-a-year  industry.  And,  if  the 
frame  of  mind  of  many  at  the  industry’s 
international  trade  convention  here  July 
17-22  is  typical,  the  threshhold  will  be 
crossed  quickly. 

“Never  been  better”  was  the  response 
the  Reporter  got  most  frequently  when 
exhibitors  at  the  Christian  Booksellers 
Association’s  33rd  annual  convention 
were  asked  “how’s  business?” 

The  industry  sees  at  least  a  decade  of 
sales  growth,  according  to  CBA 
literature.  “Main  markets”  for  the 
decade  are  identified  as  married  women, 
age  26-48,  and  youth,  age  16-22. 

Women,  youth  ‘main  market’ 

More  than  300  exhibitors  here  showed 
their  wares  to  more  than  7,000 
registrants.  A  registrant  typically  is  the 
owner  or  manager  or  buyer  for  a  back- 
home  Christian  bookstore,  and  wholesale 
orders  here  translate  into  retail  sales 
back  home  of  everything  from  the  latest 
Bible  translation  or  edition  to  a  Jesus 
Loves  You  T-shirt. 

The  association  initially  and  even 
today  in  its  purest  form  consists  of  those 
who  publish  and  sell  books.  But  one  book¬ 
store  owner  put  it  this  way:  70  percent  of 
her  inventory  is  in  books  but  70  percent  of 
her  sales  are  in  “stuff,”  including 
plastic,  wood,  brass,  Styrofoam,  cloth 
“religious”  artifacts  almost  beyond 
description.  “The  ‘stuff’  allows  me  to  run 
a  Christian  book  store,”  she  admitted. 
And  purveyors  of  all  that  makes  the 
Christian  bookselling  industry  the 
growing  giant  that  it  is  were  here. 

CBA  product  management  staff 
member  Floyd  Robinson  told  the 
Reporter  that  religious  books  have  been 
on  the  climb  for  some  time.  “When 
people  have  a  special  need,  they  usually 
turn  to  something  religious  to  read,”  as 
he  analyzed  it.  He  also  said  that  FAMILY 
is  the  hot  ticket  right  now.  He  figures  this 
is  a  result  of  the  “atmosphere”  in  this 
country  during  the  past  18-20  months. 

Jack  Barron,  manager  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Broadman  Press, 
agreed  with  Mr.  Robinson.  He  said  that 
the  religious  book  trade  typically  does 
well  in  times  of  depression.  “I  wasn’t 
here  for  the  last  big  one  —  I  was  born  in 
1935  —  but  I  know  that  people  look  for 
something  to  read  for  their  comfort  and 
reassurance.” 
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‘Other  materials’  sell  well 

He  said  that  buyers  from  Broadman’s 
displays  were  maybe  a  bit  more  cautious 
this  year  than  usual  —  “they’re  ordering 
two  or  three  copies  of  a  new  book  rather 
than  five”  —  but  he  said  that  “other 
materials”  were  selling  well. 

“Other  materials”  took  up  a  large  part 
of  the  floor  space  in  the  mammoth  Dallas 
Convention  Center  exhibition  hall. 


Among  items  on  display:  A  gleaming 
polished  silver  communion  service  on  a 
motor-driven  lazy  Susan  .  .  .  John-One- 
Ten  neckties  .  .  .  The  Lord’s  Line  of 
inspiration  “art  cards  for  Christ”  ....  a 
major  display  of  greetings  cards  “when 
you  want  to  share  your  heart  and  God's 
love.  . 

Major  promotions  planned 

By  walking  through  the  CBA 
convention  exhibit  area,  one  can  also  see 
which  authors  and  which  books  are 
targeted  for  major  promotions. 
Abingdon  Press  is  putting  $100,000  into 
advertising  its  new  “The  Life  of  Jesus 
from  the  Art  of  the  National  Gallery  in 
Washington.”  Frankly  envisioned  as  a 
gift  book,  it  will  retail  for  $35  before 
Christmas,  $40  afterwards  and  will  be 
available  in  a  limited  edition  at  $300 
each. 

Other  authors  and  books  being 
featured  include:  “Handle  with  Prayer” 
by  Charles  Stanley  for  Scripture  Press  ; 
“The  Religious  Right  and  Christian 
Faith”  by  Gabriel  Fackre  for 
Eerdmans;  “The  Reader’s  Digest  Bible” 
for  Spring  Arbor  Distributors ;  “The  New 
King  James  Bible”  for  Thomas  Nelson, 
which  had  a  massive  giveaway  to 
convention-goers  on  opening  night  as  a 
part  of  a  major  promotional  campaign; 
“It’s  My  Turn”  by  Ruth  Bell  Graham 
(Mrs.  Billy)  for  Revell. 

As  CBA  literature  explains  it, 
“Christian  bookstores  are  a  unique  blend 
of  ministry  and  business.”  The 
convention  featured  not  only  the  day-long 
exhibits  and  order-taking  but  also 
workshops  and  major  speakers  designed 
to  promote  both  facets  of  the  “blend.” 

Reference  books  discussed 

In  a  workshop  on  selling  biblical 
reference  books,  John  Kohlenberger  of 
Portland,  Ore.,  said  the  most  asked 
question  was  “What  reference  books  will 
best  serve  my  customers?  ” 

“It  all  depends  on  their  perspective,” 
he  said.  “Some  works  appeal  more  to 
evangelical  perspectives,  some  to  people 
who  are  theologically  conservative, 
while  some  are  looking  for  more  liberal 
exegetical  interpretations.” 

Mr.  Kohlenberger,  the  co-compiler  of 
the  New  International  Version  Bible 
Concordance,  suggested  that  when  the 
customer  is  unsure  of  what  he  wants,  the 
merchant  should  suggest  that  the 
customer  ask  his  pastor. 

One  workshop  participant  said  that 
store  owners  could  take  this  a  step 
further  by  calling  local  pastors  for  a  list 
of  preferred  Bible  concordances, 
dictionaries,  interpretations,  etc.  By 
keeping  these  lists  on  file,  salespersons 
can  refer  to  them  when  they  are  not  sure 
what  to  recommend. 

Basic  reference  books  to  help  persons 
study  the  Bible,  Mr.  Kohlenberger 
suggested,  should  include  an  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  Old  and  New  Testaments, 
a  chronology  of  the  Bible,  a  history  of 
Christianity  and  an  overview  of  various 
religious  beliefs. 


Seminary  dean  dies  suddenly 


DURHAM,  N.C.  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Jameson  Jones,  53,  dean  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Duke  University  Divinity 
School,  died  suddenly  at  his  home  here 
July  18  of  a  suspected  heart  attack. 

A  national  leader  in  the  field  of  higher 
education,  Dr.  Jones  had  been  at  Duke 
only  18  months.  From  1969  to  1981  he  was 
president  of  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver. 


He  was  serving  as  president  of  the 
University  Senate  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  a  professional  educational 
advisory  agency  for  the  denomination 
and  all  of  its  educational  institutions,  and 
a  member  of  the  Division  of  Higher 
Education  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  He  has  also 
served  as  president  of  the  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Theological  Schools. 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  Nearly  3,500  persons  spilled  over  into  a  blocked-off  street  and  members  are  making  certain  all  the  neighbors  know  that  inside  their  stem,  brick 
lawns  on  the  other  side  during  the  opening  Sunday  night  of  the  9th  annual  “Soul  building  worships  a  vital,  multi-racial  congregation  eager  to  embrace  its  multi-racial 
Liberation  Festival”  here  outside  Park  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church.  Once  again  community.  park  avenue  u.mc  photos 


4 Soulfest  ’  draws  thousands 

Outdoor  witness  hits  urban  hearts 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  The  pounding  beat 
of  drums  and  bass  guitar  rips  through  a 
south  side  inner-city  neighborhood  here. 

“Take  a  stand  for  the  Lord,”  sings  the 
local,  inter-racial  Joe  Jackson  Band  in  a 
repetitive  phrase  that  pierces  the 
evening. 

On  the  parking  lot  of  Park  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church,  more  than 
1,200  residents  on  blankets  and  lawn 
chairs  cheer  the  band’s  finale  in  a 
manner  resembling  a  mild  rock  concert 
frenzy. 

This  is  the  9th  annual  “Soul  Liberation 
Festival”  on  the  black  top  here.  It  is  an 
eight-evening  extravaganza  that  this 
year  cost  more  than  $30,000 

Nearly  3,500  persons  spilled  over  into  a 
blocked-off  street  and  lawns  on  the  other 


side  during  the  opening  Sunday  night  to 
hear  former  football  star  Rosey  Grier 
and  the  gospel-singing  Andrus, 
Blackwood  and  Co. 

More  than  a  dozen  performers  and 
speakers  were  flown  in  during  the  week 
by  the  910-member  congregation. 

Each  night  as  the  shadows  lengthen 
and  the  stage  lights  come  on,  the 
evening’s  speaker  calls  persons  to  the 
stage  to  make  “a  full  commitment  to 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Some  on  the  black  top  wander  off  as  the 
evangelistic  effort  intensifies.  Others, 
especially  youths  on  bikes,  venture  no 
closer  than  the  street,  darting  in  and  out. 

This  is  bold  outdoor  preaching  in  the 
tradition  of  the  Wesley  brothers.  Many 
here  feel  a  bit  uncomfortable  with  the 
style.  But  speaker  after  speaker  tells 
stories  of  how  persistent  —  even 


MINNEAPOLIS  —  Barry  McGuire,  once  caught  in  a  life  of  drugs,  testifies  to  the 
power  of  the  Gospel  during  the  "Soul  Liberation  Festival.”  He  says  of  the  200 
Christian  concerts  he  performs  yearly,  his  night  here  is  unique.  "There  should  be  this 
type  of  outreach  in  every  city,  but  there  isn’t,”  he  said.  He  praised  the  total  openness 
and  the  neighborhood  aspects  of  the  event. 


obnoxious  —  evangelism  transformed 
their  lives. 

Singer  testifies  to  crowd 

One  of  them  is  Barry  McGuire,  the 
white  gravelly-voiced  singer  of  the  “New 
Christy  Minstrels”  in  the  ’60s.  He 
descended  into  a  life  of  drugs  that  was 
immortalized  in  a  “Mamas  and  the 
Papas”  hit  that  includes  the  line, 
“McGuinn  and  McGuire  are  still  gettin’ 
higher,  and  LA  knows  where  it’s  at."  He 
says  it  was  a  “freak”  person  chained  to  a 
cross  and  witnessing  about  Jesus  outside 
Hollywood  night  clubs  that  set  the  singer 
on  his  “transformed”  journey  out  of  a 
“suicidal”  Society. 

And  on  this  Thursday  night,  the  power 
of  the  Gospel  does  it  again.  After  Mr. 
McGuire’s  street-wise  songs  and 
testimony  on  stage  and  a  following  “rap" 
with  several  dozen  teens  inside  the 
church,  a  young  woman  telephones  the 
church.  She  had  been  considering 
suicide.  But  after  dropping  by  the  black 
top  tonight  and  hearing  Mr.  McGuire, 
she  says,  she  feels  there  might  be  a 
better  way.  She  gives  her  first  name  and 
promises  to  continue  calling  so  church 
staff  can  help  her. 

Results  are  not  usually  so  dramatic 
and  obvious,  although  several  persons 
“come  forward”  each  night  to  signify 
some  kind  of  spiritual  decision, 
according  to  Kathy  Erickson. 

“Really,  we  don’t  know  much  at  all 
about  what  happens  out  here,”  said  the 
white  church  worker  as  soul  music 
blares  behind  her.  “Some  of  our 
members  question  if  the  results  are 
worth  the  cost.  But  we  all  keep  our 
enthusiasm  because  all  during  the  year 
we  run  into  people  who  have  testimonies 
to  tell  from  Soul  Lib.” 

Youth  tells  his  story 

Keith  Lewis,  a  black  11th  grader  from 
the  neighborhood,  said  he  came  to  a 
festival  five  years  ago  to  check  out  the 
noise  with  some  friends.  “I  see  that  as  a 
special  night,  in  getting  a  relationship 
with  Jesus,”  he  says. 

That  was  enough  of  a  taste  to  bring  him 
back  in  succeeding  summers  to  be 
involved  in  Park  Avenue  UMC’s  youth 
program. 

“Then  a  year  ago,  I  started  Sunday 
school  here,”  he  says.  "At  the  end  of  last 
year,  I  made  a  serious  commitment  to 
Jesus  I  was  in  a  lot  of  things  1  knew  were 
wrong.” 

At  first,  his  family  —  which  had  not 
been  churchgoers  for  years  —  was 
concerned  about  “all  the  time  I  was  gone 


to  the  church.  But  when  they  saw  the 
change  in  my  life,  the  whole  family 
started  attending  here  this  last  Easter. 
My  mother  has  just  joined.” 

This  summer,  Keith  is  one  of  nearly 
two  dozen  neighborhood  youth  who  have 
“grown  in  the  Lord"  and  now  have 
summer  jobs  on  the  church  staff  helping 
other  youth. 

The  church’s  walls  are  a  formidable 
obstacle.  Keith  says.  “This  is  a  fantastic 
church  that  really  reaches  out  to  people 
who  are  afraid  to  go  through  those  doors.” 

So  Keith  sees  considerable  importance 
in  the  congregation’s  moving  outside  and 
subjecting  itself  to  the  disruptions  of 
noisy  kids  who  play  around  the  fringes. 

Neighbors  can  see  inside  walls 

One  advantage,  he  says,  is  that 
neighbors  can  see  that  even  though  the 
church  once  was  an  all-white 
congregation  and  still  has  a  white  senior 
minister,  the  Rev.  C.  Philip  Hinerman, 
and  youth  minister,  it  really  means  the 
motto  on  its  marquee  —  "An  Open 
Church  for  All.”  Nearly  half  the  church’s 
youth  group  members  —  from  which 
most  festival  workers  come  —  and  the 
persons  on  the  stage  are  black. 

C.  Edward  Thomas,  the  black  piano 
player  on  stage  who  masterfully  backs 
the  soul,  gospel  and  jazz  performers  each 
night,  is  the  church’s  minister  of  music. 

However,  an  increasing  number  of 
ministry  professionals  are  attending 
each  year  to  gain  insights  as  to  how  to  re¬ 
create  this  experience  elsewhere. 

“Soul  liberation”  is  the  beginning, 
according  to  nearly  every  person  at  the 
microphone. 

John  Staggers,  the  black  former  deputy 
mayor  of  Washington,  D.C.,  tells  on 
Friday  night  how  he  was  too  busy  hating 
white  people  and  trying  to  succeed  to 
consider  religion  most  of  his  life.  “I  was 
too  busy  trying  to  save  America  during 
the  '60s  urban  riots.” 

Even  bikers  listen 

But,  he  says  while  even  the  bike  crowd 
is  paying  attention,  very  little  in  society 
can  be  transformed  until  its  individuals 
are  transformed  by  Christ. 

And  then  Mr.  Staggers  yelled  at  the 
crowd,  “Come  on,  I  want  to  hear  you. 
Give  a  hand  for  Jesus!”  The  applause 
rose  louder  and  louder  as  he  continued  to 
coax.  People  started  to  whoop  and 
whistle  until  all  are  standing  and  Mr. 
Staggers  is  extending  an  invitation 
through  the  clamor  for  persons  to  join  in 
soul  liberation  so  they  can  liberate  their 
society. 


‘Raising  up  a  new  generation’ goal  of  church’s  program 


Reporter  Staff  Special  — 

MINNEAPOLIS  -  Park  Avenue  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  provides  a  much 
needed  example  of  what  a  congregation 
can  do  and  that  urban  programs  can 
work,  says  Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw, 
leader  of  Minnesota  United  Methodists. 

From  computer  camps  to  mountain 
climbing  in  the  Rockies  to  "backyard 
clubs  for  age  4  to  grade  4,”  the  church 
provides  some  20  major  programs  for 
youth  in  its  inner-city  neighborhood. 

Raising  up  a  new  generation 

A  primary  goal  during  the  last  20  years 
.  has  been  to  “raise  up  a  new  generation  of 
;  leaders  from  the  poor  and  under- 
;  privileged.” 

That  has  been  attempted  first  of  all  by 
;  trying  to  lead  individuals  into  a  personal 
;  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.  All 
;•  programs  are  laced  with  that  effort.  For 
••  example,  each  evening  of  a  seven-day 
'•  "wild  river  canoe  expedition”  for  junior 
i  high  students  is  devoted  to  studying  the 


Gospel  of  Mark. 

But  the  programs  also  serve  to  develop 
potential  skills  for  the  marketplace. 

The  last  week  in  August,  76  youths  will 
train  on  computer  equipment  placed  at 
Park  Avenue  UMC  for  that  purpose. 

This  is  a  new  program  purchased  from 
a  corporation.  The  Rev.  Art  Erickson, 
youth  minister,  says  he  is  extremely 
excited  because,  “our  kids  will  be  getting 
in  on  the  ground  floor  ...  We  know  that 
14  hours  on  these  machines  will  elevate 
these  kids  a  grade  level.  During  the 
school  year,  we’ll  use  the  machines  to 
tutor  our  high  school  students.  Next 
summer,  they’ll  train  our  junior  high 
kids.” 

The  church  offers  two  Junior 
Achievement  companies  for  the  youth  to 
operate  because  “the  key  to  the  inner- 
city  is  small  business,"  Mr.  Erickson 
says.  Youth  earn  the  money  from 
working  with  the  companies  to  pay  their 
fees  to  participate  in  various  programs. 

“The  big  step  is  changing  these  kids 
from  a  job  mentality  to  a  career 


mentality  to  the  idea  of  providing  jobs  for 
others,”  Mr.  Erickson  says.  “Our  motto 
is,  ‘Instead  of  working  for  the  man  BE 
the  man.’  ” 

The  church  also  has  shown  its  youth 
how  to  use  political  power  through  an 
episode  that  developed  from  the  church’s 
basketball  program. 

Two  full  courts  are  laid  out  on  the 
parking  lot  where  youth  practice 
constantly,  usually  under  church-paid 
supervision.  Those  youths  have  become 
the  stars  of  Central  High  School’s 
champion  basketball  team.  But  Central 
had  no  basketball  arena  of  its  own.  “We 


did  a  political  action  job  on  the  city’s 
school  board  and  got  a  new  gym  built  for 
Central,"  Mr.  Erickson  says. 

Among  the  other  programs  are 
backpacking  on  Isle  Royale,  a  700-mile 
bike  tour,  snorkeling  in  Florida  during 
the  winter  and  an  autumn  trip  to  Chicago 
in  which  junior  high  students  experience 
the  contrast  between  the  “narrow  strip  of 
the  rich”  on  Chicago's  Gold  Coast  and 
“the  huge  expanse  of  the  poor." 

Trips  to  where  ‘jive’  won’t  work 

Mr.  Erickson  believes  that  “stress- 
oriented”  trips  teach  a  lot  about 
problem-solving  and  self-reliance  when 
young  persons  are  taken  from  their 
environment  and  put  in  situations  where 
“jive"  doesn't  work. 

“We  lose  a  lot  of  kids  to  the  streets,"  he 
says.  “But  there  are  always  others  ready 
to  take  their  place  in  the  programs.  “Our 
programs  are  tough  stuff.  We’re  trying  to 
turn  out  dozens  of  producers." 

Last  year,  there  were  595  registrations 
in  the  summer  programs  alone  and  the 
136  leadership  positions  were  mostly 


filled  by  neighborhood  youth. 

In  addition.  Park  Avenue  UMC  runs  a 
constant,  10-cent-per-item  rummage  sale 
in  its  building  and  invites  area  farmers  to 
sell  produce  on  its  parking  lot  every 
Tuesday  during  the  growing  season. 

Church  went  through  upheaval 

The  congregation  went  through  some 
painful  upheaval  to  become  what  it  is 
today. 

The  senior  minister,  the  Rev.  Phil 
Hinerman,  came  to  Park  Avenue  UMC  30 
years  ago.  It  was  fast  becoming  a  white 
commuter  church  out  of  touch  with  its 


racially  changing  neighborhood.  Dr. 
Hinerman  says.  Membership  had  fallen 
from  1,500  in  the  40s  to  1,100. 

During  his  first  year,  he  pressed  a  vote 
on  whether  the  church  would  admit 
blacks  as  members.  The  51-49  percent 
margin  narrowly  favored  the  step,  he 
says. 

Integration  and  the  hiring  of  Mr. 
Erickson  in  1967  from  the  Young  Life 
organization  were  major  factors  in  the 
membership  dropping  to  a  low  of  820  in 
1977.  (It’s  back  up  to  910  and  growing 
today,  he  says). 

The  spectre  of  inter-racial  dating  got  to 
be  too  much  for  some  persons  — 
especially  suburbanites  —  by  1974,  Mr. 
Erickson  recalls.  "Some  folks  tried  to 
fire  me.  Dr.  Hinerman  took  a  stand  for 
me.  He  lost  his  peer  group,  the  power 
structure  of  the  church.  We  thought  the 
ship  might  go  down. ’  ’ 

70%  of  members  under  40 

Now  more  than  70  percent  of  the 
members  are  under  the  age  of  40,  Dr. 
Hinerman  says. 


Percentages  for  black  participation 
are  15  to  20  for  members,  20  to  25  for 
those  attending  worship  and  40  to  50  in 
youth  groups. 

Not  only  has  there  been  inter-racial 
dating  but  some  persons  estimate  that 
more  inter-racial  marriages  are 
performed  at  Park  Avenue  UMC  than  at 
any  other  church  in  the  denomination. 

“We  are  cosmopolitan  and  inter¬ 
denominational,”  Dr.  Hinerman  says. 
"If  a  Baptist  marries  a  Lutheran,  they 
will  join  here.  And  if  a  black  marries  a 
white,  they  better  join  here  because 
there  is  nowhere  else  to  go.” 

Of  26-members  in  the  class  of  2  and  3- 
year  olds,  half  are  from  inter-racial 
marriages. 

Pastor  vocal  critic  of  UMC 

All  of  that  seems  paradoxical  to  a  lot  of 
people  who  know  that  Dr.  Hinerman  is  a 
long  time  leader  in  the  theologically 
conservative  “Good  News”  movement. 
He  also  is  a  vocal  critic  of  “liberal” 
leanings  in  the  denomination.  Although 
paying  all  other  apportionments  and 
sending  $70,000  per  year  to  non-local 
missions.  Park  Avenue  UMC  under  Dr. 
Hinerman  never  has  paid  any  of  its 
World  Service  Fund  apportionment,  the 
denomination’s  basic  program  fund. 

The  reason,  he  says,  is  the  “radical 
policies”  and  “wasted  expenditures”  by 
general  agencies. 

That  is  an  aspect  of  Park  Avenue  UMC 
that  many  of  the  church’s  outside 
supporters  regret. 

^Hlfe  (greatest  (game™ 

The  educational  board  game 
based  on  the  Gospels. 

Family  fun  and  learning. 

Full  guarantee.  Send  S 16.95  plus  SI. 50  shipping 

(Texas  residents  add  S5C  tax)  to:  Greatest  Game 

Co,  Suite  F,  PO  Box  3957,  Austin,  Texas  78764 


“I  understand  Park  Avenue’s 
decision,”  says  the  Rev.  John  Jones,  of 
Great  Bend,  Kansas,  and  chairman  of 
the  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“I  have  some  problems  with  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  too.  But  I 
think  we  should  work  for  change,  and 
there  is  too  much  good  done  by  World 
Service  that  needs  to  be  supported. 

Park  Avenue  UMC  in  recent  years  has 
been  saluted  by  local  editorial  writers 
and  columnists  as  having  kept  its 
neighborhood  from  turning  into  a  slum. 

Corporations  have  affirmed  the 
effectiveness  of  the  programs  by  making 
substantial  grants. 

Dr.  Hinerman  says,  “We  feel  we’re 
practicing  everything  that  liberal 
Methodism  advocates  —  and  we’re 
saving  souls  in  the  process." 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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Multiple  factors  press  Christian  mission  into 


BY  SHARON  M1ELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VENTNOR,  N.J.  —  The  pressure  on 
global  Christian  mission  efforts  from 
multiple  points  could  easily  produce  a 
"defeatist  or  pessimistic"  attitude, 
several  experts  told  some  200  North 
American  and  Third  World  mission 
leaders  here  recently. 

But  rather  the  gathering  pressure  from 
these  different  points  should  be  seen  as 
the  force  which  will  push  Christian 
mission  into  a  new  era. 

End  of  era  signalled 

"These  realities  probably  mean  that 
the  ‘modem  missionary  movement’ 
(which  started  about  a  century  ago)  is 
over,”  said  Dr.  Ted  Ward,  a  futurist  and 
specialist  in  working  with  developing 
nations  at  Michigan  State  University. 
He  serves  as  a  consultant  to  various 
mission  agencies. 

Dr.  Ward  was  one  of  two  keynoters 
examining  the  mission  scene  and  one  of 
some  20  specialists  to  address  the 
consultation  here  on  the  future  of 
Christian  mission.  Among  the  200 
participants  were  two  United  Methodist 
mission  representatives:  Dr.  Charles 
Germany  and  L.  M.  McCoy  of  the  World 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
plobal  Ministries  in  New  York. 

Aspects  of  the  modem  missionary 
movement  "up  with  which  the  world  and 
overseas  colleagues  will  no  longer  put” 
\vere  listed  by  Dr.  Ward:  domination 
from  the  outside;  one-way  charity; 
expensive,  high-tech  methods  and 
equipment;  inappropriate  institutions;  a 
high  cost  missionary  support  model ;  the 
ignoring  of  socio-economic  injustice;  an 
apolitical  posture;  Christianity  as 
capitalism  and  verbal  (vs.  deeds) 
thristianity. 

However,  while  events  mean  the  role  of 
North  Americans  probably  will  change, 
speakers  here  agreed  there  “definitely” 
|s  a  place  for  North  Americans  in 
mission. 

“The  world-wide  Christian  fellowship 
owes  a  greater  debt  of  gratitude  to  U.S. 
missionaries  than  to  missionaries  of  any 
Other  nationality,”  said  Dr.  Jorge  Lara- 
Braud,  who  was  himself  introduced  to 
the  Gospel  by  U.S.  missionaries  in 
Mexico.  He  is  the  director  of  the  Atlanta- 
based  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.  Council 
bn  Theology  and  Culture. 

"However,  this  enormous  influence  is 
counter-balanced  by  new  developments," 
the  Hispanic-American  theologian  said. 

Western  decline  in  prestige 

Both  specialists  identified  the 
declining  prestige  of  the  West,  and 
especially  of  the  U.S.,  as  a  practical 
mission  reality  in  the  Third  World. 

"The  record  of  the  U.S.  in  regard  to 
■weak  and  oppressed  peoples,  as  in 
Central  and  South  America,  discourages 
Third  World  nations,”  said  Dr.  Ward. 
-‘Our  muddled  foreign  policies,  our 
inability  to  get  our  own  economy  in  order 
and  our  ‘let  them  eat  cake’  economic 
advice  to  the  developing  world  are  all 
factors  in  this  decline. 

“In  such  contexts,"  Dr.  Ward 
continued,  he  finds  that  ‘‘many 
missionaries  from  North  America  are 
politically  naive  and  ill-informed.  The 
campesinos  and  Indians  of  Latin 
America  are  more  politicized  than  most 
missionaries  can  comprehend.  In  Africa, 


liberationists  are  appearing  within  even 
the  Protestant  communities.” 

Dr.  Lara-Braud  said  Christians  in  the 
U.S.  are  held  responsible  for  what  their 
nation  does  as  no  other  Christian 
community  is  held  accountable  for  the 
behavior  of  its  nation.  "As  the  most 
powerful  nation  on  earth  where  the 
majority  of  the  population  is  made  up  of 
practicing  Christians,  and  where 
influential  persons  in  the  public  and 
private  sectors  are  Christian  believers," 
he  said  observers  world-wide  have  the 
"illusion"  that  our  Christians  should 
produce  Christian  policies  toward  them. 

"Those  who  know  us  best  wonder  at  the 
audacity  of  our  sending  missionaries  to 
them  when  what  they  primarily 
associate  with  us  is  materialism  and 
violence.  They  ask  if  missionaries  might 
in  some  sense  be  carriers  of  the  same 
spiritual  disintegration  afflicting  North 
Americans. 

"But  perhaps  what  they  worry  most 
about  is  our  propensity  for  violence, 
because  it  eventually  reaches  them 
through  our  alliances,  with  their 
dictators,  in  our  selling  of  weapons  to 
anyone  who  will  buy  them  and  in  our 
training  of  their  security  forces  in  the 
arts  of  eliminating  the  people’s 
opposition,”  Dr.  Lara-Braud  said  he  is 
told  over  and  over  in  his  travels  in 
Central  and  South  America. 

However,  another  speaker  here,  a 
former  missionary  to  Guatemala  and 
historian  of  the  Christian  mission 
movement,  suggests  that  the 
“disillusionment”  of  the  globe  with 
Western  actions  may  be  a  blessing  in 
finally  allowing  non- Westerners  to  yield 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  without 
simultaneously  having  to  yield  to 
Western  political  power. 

Dr.  Ralph  Winter  of  the  Center  for 
World  Mission  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  said, 
"If  we  in  the  West  insist  on  keeping  our 
blessings  instead  of  sharing  them,  then 
we  will  have  to  lose  them.  How  much 
better  ‘to  be  a  blessing  to  all  the  families 
of  the  earth.’  ” 

These  developments  related  to  the 
decline  of  the  West  were  identified  by  Dr. 
Lara-Braud: 

•  The  population  center  of  the 
Christian  community  has  moved  from 
the  North  Atlantic  to  the  Third  World. 
While  Africa  gained  some  6  million 
Christians  in  a  recent  12-month  period, 
according  to  the  Nairobi-based  Center 
for  the  Study  of  World  Evangelization, 
Europe  and  North  America  registered  a 
net  loss  of  nearly  3  million  Christians. 

•  Western  Europe  and  the  U.S.  are 
increasingly  seen  in  the  united  Christian 
community  as  lands  in  need  of  mission 
and  re-evangelizing,  because  of  rampant 
secularism  and  materialism. 

Power  of  ideologies  deepens 

Another  development  with  serious 
implications  for  Christian  mission  is  the 
increasing  power  of  ideologies,  Dr.  Lara- 
Braud  said.  An  ideology  has  a  positive 
side  in  serving  as  a  "vehicle  of 
meaning."  The  problem  is  that  an 
ideology  tends  to  shift  from  being  a 
vehicle  of  meaning  to  being  meaning 
itself,  he  said. 

For  example,  this  shift  has  occurred 
when  some  Christians  perceive  an  attack 
on  capitalism  as  an  attack  on  the 
Christian  faith  —  or  when  socialism 
becomes  synonymous  with  Christian 
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Blind  ad  $1.00  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other¬ 
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POSITION:  ASSOCIATE  PROGRAM  COOR- 
DINATOR  for  Hispanic  Development.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  For  information  and  applications  write  to: 
Program  Coordinator.  Rocky  Mountain  Conference. 

2200  South  Uni versIty-Blvd. ,  Denver,  CO  80210. 

IN  CHATTANOOGA,  TENN..  100  miles  from 
World's  Fair  In  the  City  of  Rock  City,  Chattanooga 
Choo  Choo  and  Ruby  Falls.  2  Bedrooms  w/bath, 
kitchen  privilege,  central  air.  private  home  $20  per 
night,  1-615-877-0250.  Marie  Harris 

BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR,  part-time  experi¬ 
enced  in  administrative,  accounting  and  personnel 
management  Send  resume  to  Search  Committee. 
Seminole  United  Methodist  Church.  5400  Seminole 
Boulevard.  Seminole.  FL  33542.  Ideal  position  for 
qualified  retiree. 

14th  ANNUAL  INDIA  TOUR.  Oct.  12-Nov.  9.  1982. 

Visit  Delhi,  Kashmir,  Punjab,  Agra,  Hyderabad. 
Madras,  Kerala.  Bangalore.  Bombay.  Visit  institu¬ 
tions  ;  Meet  Government  and  Church  leaders  28  days 
—  2,850.  Includes  all  meals  (Except  Bangalore 
MAP)  Medical  people  may  join  ICCP  meeting  in 
Bangalore  Contact:  Charles  Reynolds.  Ludhiana 
Christian  Medical  College  Board.  Suite  246,  475 
Riverside  Drive.  New  York,  NY  10115  Phone  (212) 
870-2641 

AUDIO  AND  VIDEO  TAPE  Duplication,  high  speed 
duplicating,  blank  audio  cassettes,  word  process ir^>, 
mailing  labels,  etc.  Positive  Christian  Dimensions, 

P.O.  Box  14.  Humble.  TX  77347.  (713  )  446-4234,  [ 

DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  wanted  for 
expanding  music  program  including  children,  youth 
and  adults  for  a  large  downtown  church.  Contact  Dr. 

J  Woodrow  Hearn.  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

P.O.  Box  1349.  Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana  70821 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed  to  be 
part  of  a  program  team  in  church  of  3.000  members. 
Develop  and  coonfinate  total  youth  program  Sunday 
morning  and  evening  plus  special  activities  Salary 
negotiable  —  excellent  benefits.  Contact  Rev.  Gyde 

E  Byrd,  P.O  Box  6826,  San  Antoiio.  TX  78209.  (512) 
826-3215.  1 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 
TRIP  with  Dr  Charles  L.  Allen.  First  United  Metho- 
dist  Church.  901  Clay  St..  Houston.  Texas  77002. 

SACRED  CHORAL  READING  SESSION  -  Doo 
Besig/David  Eddleman.  August  5.  1982.  For 
information  call  or  write  Loser's  Music,  Box  616, 
Lebanon.  PA  17042.  (717 )  272-0381 

THE  AMERICAN  METHODIST  BICENTENNIAL  of 

1984  provides  a  golden  opportunity  to  help  Methodists 
understand  their  Church  Order  a  copy  of  the  new  As¬ 
bury  Biography,  "Bishop  Francis  Asbury:  Field 
Marshal  of  the  Lord  "  This  beautiful  8  x  11  vol¬ 
ume  tells  the  story  of  the  life  and  leadership  of 
Bishop  Asbury  set  against  the  historical  background 
of  Methodism  during  his  lifetime.  It  contains  the  only 
maps  of  the  Asbury 's  annual  tours  ever  published 
$12.00  per  copy,  payment  with  order  to  the  author.  W 

G.  Smeltzer  Send  order  to.  Dr.  W  G  Smeltzer.  700 

South  Alton  Way,  Denver.  CO  80231  - 

ONE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO  s  ddest  residence  dubs 
for  women  is  seeking  a  refined  woman  with  strong 
administrative  and  management  skills  to  be  the  head 
receptionist  Duties:  evening  receptionist 
Responsible  for  operating  switchboard,  training, 
modifying  and  scheduling  the  receptionists  Private 
suite,  meals  and  salary  Relocate  to  San  Francisco. 

Nob  Hill  area  Position  open  9-1-82.  Respond  to: 

Mary  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush  St..  San  Francisco. 

CA  94109 

WANTED:  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/Children,  2.800- 
member  church;  multiple  staff  position,  adjacent 
Oklahoma  City  University;  Salary  negotiable, 
compensation  package  included.  Send  resume  to: 
Robert  L.  Allen,  Senior  Minister,  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church.  1401  NW  25,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
73106. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION,  please  call  or  send  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  100  Southeast  2nd  Ave 
Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33301.  Att:  Mrs.  Carol  Eldrldge' 
(305)  463-3758.  * 


BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 
estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181 
Corpus  Christl,  TX  78403. 


AUDIO  AND  VIDEO  TAPE  DUPLICATION.  High 
speed  duplicating,  blank  audio  cassettes,  word 
processing,  mailing  labels,  etc.  Positive  Christian 
Dimensions,  P.O.  Box  14.  Humble.  Texas  77347  (  713 
446-4234, 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Administrator  at  Burling¬ 
ton  (West  Virginia)  United  Methodist  Home  for  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth,  Inc.  which  serves  approximately  40 
children  and  youth;  salary  range  negotiable.  Mem¬ 
ber  in  United  Methodist  Church  or  Christian-related 
church  is  necessary  Advance  degrees  are  needed  in 
the  areas  of  counseling,  social  work,  administration, 
or  other  related  field  —  master's  degree  required; 
doctorate  preferred  The  Administrator  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Home  in  all  de¬ 
partments.  co-ordination  of  all  phases  of  the  Home's 
programs  and  services,  supervision  of  personnel  and 
budgetary  matters;  coordination  with  churches, 
church  groups,  and  the  West  Virginia  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  He/she  will  report  directly  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Home.  A  complete  list  of  duties  and 
responsibilities  will  be  available  upon  request.  Appli¬ 
cant  should  provide  a  resume  and  three  (3)  letters  of 
reference  no  later  than  September  15.  1982  Please 
send  all  correspondence  to:  The  Rev.  David  R. 
Peters,  c/o  Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  40,  Keyser.  WV  26726.  An  equal  opportunity  cm 
ployer 


HOUSING  AT  1982  WORLD  S  FAIR  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Knoxville 
area  will  provide  sleeping  space  in  church  buildings 
for  church  groups.  For  a  list  of  participating 
churches  and  accommodations,  write  Knoxville 
District  Office,  3606  Western  Avenue,  Knoxville,  TN 
37921. 


EVANGELISM  AND  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  worker 
wanted.  Lay  or  clergy  may  apply  for  this  position  at 
Salem  UMC  in  California's  Central  Valley.  Write 
Salem  UMC.  345  E  Elm  Street.  Lodi.  CA  96240  for  job 
description 


A  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian 
Education/Organist  'pipe  organ)  Membership, 
1.200;  Salary  negotiable;  send  resume  to  the  Rev 
John  W.  Stevenson,  Franklin  Street  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  510  Locust  Street.  Johnstown,  PA  15901 
by  August  16. 1982. 


NEW  ZEALAND-AUSTRALIA  19-day  tour.  Oct.  Z7 
Nov.  14.  Escorted  by  Rev. /Mrs.  Robert  Panzer  and 
Rev./Mrs.  Donald  Sapp.  5225  E.  Road  Runner, 
Paradise  Valley.  Ariz.  85253.  (602  )  840-8360  or  (602) 
991-4227  Brochure  available 


DIRECTOR  DEVELOPMENT  AND  Public 
Relations  Gaithersburg.  Md  Asbury  Methodist 
Village  is  seeking  applications  to  fill  position  vacated 
soon  by  present  director's  retirement.  Asbury  is  a 
seven-facility,  total  continuing  care  program  with 
nearly  1.000  residents.  A  full  development  and  PR 
program  has  always  been  an  essential  part  of  the 
Village's  success  Application  deadline  is  Oct.  30, 
1982.  Send  resumes  to.  N  E  Amtowa-,  Executive 
Director.  Asbury  Methodist  Village,  301  Russell 
Avenue.  Gaithersburg.  MD  20877 _ 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  article  is  the  first  of  several  articles  on  global 
Christian  mission,  its  problems  and  challenges,  based  on  the  issues  and  questions 
pondered  recently  during  a  consultation  on  the  future  of  the  missionary  enterprise  at 
the  Overseas  Ministries  Study  Center  in  Ventnor.  N.J.  This  article  provides  an 
overview  of  the  challenges  which  must  be  faced,  the  second  examines  the  diverse 
principles  controlling  missions. 


due  to  the  residue  of  ill-feeling  created 
by  culturally  insensitive  missionaries  of 
an  earlier  era. 

This,  of  course,  raises  the  old  question 
of  a  "moratorium  on  sending 
missionaries."  None  of  the  global 
specialists  here  suggested  that  policy 
briefly  requested  by  Africans  be 
renewed. 

Dr.  Lara-Braud  said  that  "In  lands 
where  the  Gospel  has  not  been  preached, 
and  is  likely  not  to  be  preached  by  others, 
North  Americans  should  find  a 
compelling  summons  to  fulfill  the  Great 
Commission. 

"This  includes  translation  of  the 
Scriptures  into  indigenous  languages. 
Or,  in  other  lands  where  human  need 
requires  a  compassionate  sharing  of 
technology  and  technical  ability  (as  in 
public  health  and  food  production)  North 
Americans  may  be  especially  suited  to 
serve.” 


faith,  he  said. 

Dr.  Lara-Braud  said  the  growing 
power  of  ideologies  has  importance  for 
Christian  mission  because  few 
Americans  involved  in  cross-cultural 
mission  possess  the  intellectual  and 
theoretical  tools  to  deal  (either  at  home 
or  abroad)  with  the  interplay  between 
faith  and  ideology. 

"This  deficiency  leads  to  serious 
misunderstandings  with  Third  World 
Christians  whose  struggle  against 
oppression  is  also  a  struggle  against 
ideologies  —  often  those  they  associate 
with  the  North  American  world.” 

"The  poor  wonder  about  the  validity  of 
U.S.  Christian  witness  when  it  comes  so 
intimately  related  to  an  economic 
system  which  means  comfort  to  the 
senders  and  destitution  to  them.” 

Dr.  Ward  agreed  that  mission  sending 
agencies  must  insist  on  finding  well- 
rounded,  politically  informed  missionary 
candidates.  And,  he  said,  missionaries 
can  no  longer  claim  to  be  "apolitical.” 

He  said  "their  very  presence  is  a 
political  statement.” 

Discovery  of  the  poor  central 

In  the  view  of  Dr.  Lara-Braud  "the 
great  new  fact  in  world  Christianity"  is 
the  discovery  of  the  poor  as  central  to  the 
Bible,  as  the  chief  pastoral  claim  upon 
the  Church  and  as  the  focus  of  both 
protest  and  solidarity  among  Christians. 

He  noted  that  both  of  the  world’s  great 
missionary  conferences  in  1980  —  at 
Melbourne  and  Pattaya  —  essentially 
agreed  on  this  point: 

"All  cross-cultural  mission  in  the 
future  which  seeks  to  be  biblical  and 
consonant  with  the  example  of  Jesus  will 
be  guided  by  a  preferential  option  for  the 
poor.” 

This  means  that  beyond  the  long 
mission  history  of  giving  aid  and  charity 
to  the  poor,  Christians  should  struggle  to 
obtain  justice  and  against  the  social 
structures  that  perpetuate  poverty.  The 
poor  would  be  seen  as  full  participants  in 
the  Christian  community  and  in  society. 

‘‘Affluence  in  the  missionary 
enterprise  will  increasingly  be  seen  as 
inappropriate  and  contradictory,”  Dr. 

Lara-Braud  added. 

“Missionary  support"  demands  re¬ 
examination,  he  said,  noting  that  the 
traditional  U.S.  missionary  family  costs  Tennessee  COliple  observers 
S40-S50.000  Der  vear.  including  nroiect  * 


"In  these  two  areas  alone  U.S. 
missionaries  might  be  needed  in  larger 
numbers  than  in  previous  decades,”  he 
said. 

Personnel  puzzles 

However,  mainline  Protestant  and 
Catholic  mission  agencies  have  been  in  a 
15-year  decline  in  overseas  missionary 
personnel.  The  United  Methodist  force, 
for  example,  has  slid  from  1,500  to  about 
550.  Missionary  sending  agencies 
identified  as  "conservative  evangelical" 
and  affiliated  with  the  Evangelical 
Foreign  Missions  Association  or  the 
Interdenominational  Foreign  Mission 
Association  appear  to  have  reached  a  15- 
year  plateau  in  the  size  of  their  overseas 
missionary  community,  according  to 
information  provided  by  the  Overseas 
Ministries  Study  Center  here. 

During  the  same  15  years,  however, 
scores  of  new  Protestant  agencies  have 
been  organized,  with  few  exceptions 
unaffiliated  with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  Division  of  Overseas 
Ministries  or  the  two  major  evangelical 
associations  (cited above). 

These  new  agencies,  along  with  certain 
long-established  and  unaffiliated 
agencies  such  as  the  Southern  Baptist 
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new  era 

Convention  and  Wycliffe  Bible 
Translators,  and  New  Tribes  Mission, 
have  produced  a  30  percent  increase  in 
their  ranks  to  bring  the  total  North 
American  Protestant  overseas  personnel 
to  an  all-time  high  of  35,000  career 
missionaries  and  17,000  short-term 
missionaries. 

Risks  for  North  Americans 

Dr.  Lara-Braud  encouraged  North 
Americans  to  be  involved  on  all  six  conti¬ 
nents  in  the  full  gamut  of  missionary 
callings,  running  the  "risk"  of  being  mis¬ 
understood,  even  of  resentment,  because 
theirs  may  be  the  largest  resources  and 
the  most  numerous  personnel. 

Features  of  this  role,  he  said,  should 
include  refashioning  of  their  work  in 
solidarity  with  the  poor,  working  more 
ecumenically  and  giving  greater 
attention  to  such  evils  of  their  own 
society  as  materialism  and  violence. 

Dr.  Ward  said  that  since  the  time  of  the 
Apostles  "authentic  mission  has  been 
marked  more  by  the  intervention  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  than  by  human  planning.”  He 
said  "cross-cultural  helpers”  such  as 
Saul  of  Tarsus  and  Barnabas  are  still 
helpful  models  of  mission  from  the  New 
Testament. 


Liberian  Sunday  Schools  use  African-written  curriculum 

MONROVIA,  Liberia  —  As  Sunday  school  teachers  and  youngsters  clap  along.  Sylvannus  Valcercel,  a  seminary  student  at  a 
Liberian  seminary,  leads  a  spirited  chorus  at  a  cultural  center  near  Monrovia.  Mr.  Valcarcel  helped  start  the  newly  formed 


congregation  with  another  student  from  school  (see  related  stories  below). 
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$40-$50,000  per  year,  including  project 
expenses.  Even  among  the  more  frugal 
"faith  missions”  support  is  more  than 
$2,000  per  month  or  about  $24,000  per 
year. 

"I  suspect  the  support  of  a  Third  World 
missionary  family  working  in  another 
Third  World  country  is  probably  10  to  15 
times  less  than  its  North  American 
counterpart.” 

Many  mission  specialists  noted  that 
while  the  Christian  community  is  now 
world-wide,  it  is  not  truly  world- 
encompassing: 

"More  than  half  of  the  population  of  the 
globe  have  yet  to  hear  the  Good  News  of 
salvation  in  Jesus  Christ  .  .  .  There  can 
be  no  higher  priority  than  this  in 
planning  for  the  future  of  mission,"  Dr. 
Lara-Braud  said.  An  estimated  5,908 
culturally  distinct  groups  have  been 
bypassed  by  Christians  during  the  200 
years  of  the  mission  movement, 
according  to  Dr.  Winter. 

Resurgence  of  other  faiths 

Yet  another  world  happening  with 
implications  for  Christian  mission  is  the 
resurgence  of  other  religions,  such  as 
Islam.  This  will  mean  less  accessibility 
to  lands  where  a  non-Christian  religion  is 
dominant,  Dr.  Lara-Braud  said.  "New 
wisdom  will  be  required  on  how  to  give  a 
Christian  witness  where  conversions  will 
be  few,  but  inter-faith  dialogue  may  be  a 
lively  option." 

The  so-called  younger  churches  grown 
through  earlier  mission  efforts  "are  not 
so  young  anymore”  but  may  be  largely 
or  entirely  self-governing,  self- 
supporting  and  self-propagating.  Nor  are 
they  only  receiving  missionaries;  they 
are  sending  their  own  to  neighboring  and 
remote  areas,  even  to  the  U.S.  and 
Western  Europe  where  some  17,000  are  at 
work,  Dr.  Lara-Braud  pointed  out. 

While  North  American  mission  sending 
agencies  have  generally  welcomed  these 
developments,  Dr.  Ward  said,  "A  major 
insensitivity  is  their  failing  to  recognize 
that  the  turn-over  of  massive  institutions 
such  as  schools,  hospitals,  aviation 
services,  broadcasting  stations, 
publishing  houses  and  bookstores  is 
impossible.” 

"Embarrassed  national  Christians 
know  full  well  that  their  economy  or 
socio-political  situation  frequently 
makes  it  impossible  to  consider 
continuing  certain  activities  that 
missionaries  started." 

The  problem  is  that  Americans  are  apt 
to  say,  "See,  they  really  aren’t  ready  yet 
to  take  over.”  This  is  a  misreading,  Dr. 
Ward  said.  What  it  means  is  that  mission 
agencies  must  scale  down  or  discontinue 
these  ‘‘culturally  inappropriate 
institutions." 

Fastest  growth  areas 

Another  factor  affecting  global 
Christianity  is  that  where  the  faith  is 
growing  the  fastest  —  as  in  sub-Sahara 
Africa,  Korea,  China  and  Latin  America 
—  missionaries  from  outside  the  nation 
play  no  role  at  all  or  a  very  limited  one. 
"Some  even  suggest  that  the  re- 
introduction  or  increase  of  expatriate 
missionaries  might  actually  hold  back 
Christian  growth,”  said  Dr.  Lara-Braud, 


Liberians  push  6God’s-power-new  life’ 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following 
article  on  the  annual  conference  session 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Liberia  continues  a  series  of  reports  for 
UMR  readers  on  the  United  Methodist 
"connection”  both  within  and  beyond 
U.S.  shores.  The  article  is  based  on 
information  provided  by  the  Rev.  Frank 
A.  and  Jean  Settle  of  Johnson  City, 
Tenn.,  who  attended  the  conference  and 
spent  10  weeks  providing  leadership 
training  in  Christian  education. 

LOWER  BUCHANAN,  Liberia  -  The 
site  for  the  meeting  of  the  annual 
conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Liberia,  West  Africa,  is 
selected  with  little  thought  for  adequate 
facilities.  Quite  the  opposite,  leaders  say. 

In  Liberia,  the  hosting  of  the  annual 
conference  provides  tremendous 
incentive  for  improvements  in  the  host 
local  church’s  facilities.  For  instance, 
the  small  Whitefield  Church  in  Lower 
Buchanan  would  never  be  selected  for  an 
annual  conference  in  the  U.S.  "In  fact, 
two  weeks  before  the  sessions,  we  were 
there  for  a  Vacation  Church  School,  and 
the  roof  on  a  large  addition  had  not  yet 
been  placed,"  reported  the  Rev.  Frank 
A.  Settle  of  Johnson  City,  Tenn.  But  the 
church  was  made  ready.  He  and  his  wife 
spent  10  weeks  in  Liberia  earlier  this 
year  on  a  special  Christian  education 
assignment  in  the  Liberia  Annual 
Conference. 

Next  year  the  conference  is  scheduled 
far  out  in  the  hinterland  at  Zwedru.  The 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Buford  Hankins, 
missionaries,  are  looking  forward  to  the 
session  as  incentive  to  improvements  on 
the  church  property.  Some  have  begun. 

Nation  20%  Christian 

For  the  past  few  years  United  Method¬ 
ist  membership  has  increased  annually 
by  about  10  percent  in  Liberia  for  a  total 
of  32,000  members.  Yet  the  church  is  still 
largely  confined  to  descendants  of  the 
freedmen  who  founded  the  nation,  about 
20  percent  of  the  population.  The  16  tribes 
in  the  hinterland  are  hardly  touched  by 
Christianity,  Mr.  Settle  reported. 


Against  a  background  of  superstitious 
animism  and  fixed  tribal  practices, 
particularly  the  bush  schools,  nothing 
short  of  a  people  movement  ( mass 
evangelism)  will  break  the  hold  of  this 
environment.  The  sande  and  poro  bush 
schools  are  still  strong  with  their  pagan 
secret  rites.  Few  Christian  converts 
survive  this  early  influence  of  the  tribe, 
Mr.  Settle  learned. 

The  "God  Power-New  Life  Movement” 
with  its  three  thrusts  of  evangelism, 
education  and  stewardship  is  the  Liberia 
conference’s  response  to  this  challenge, 
Mr.  Settle  said.  Evangelism  efforts  in 
remote  villages  are  producing  new 
congregations.  One  area  reported  12 
congregations  where  there  were  only 
four  just  two  years  ago. 

Educators  face  great  odds 

Assimilating  new  converts  is  an 
important  part  of  the  teaching  ministry, 
but  workers  in  local  church  Sunday 
Schools  are  faced  with  great  odds : 

"We  found  no  Sunday  School  rooms; 
classes  are  held  in  the  corners  of 
sanctuaries,  out-of-doors  or  in  borrowed 
buildings,"  Mr.  Settle  said.  "Few 
churches  purchase  textbooks  even  for 
the  teachers.  Writing  materials  other 
than  chalk  and  blackboards  are  almost 
non-existent.  Sometimes  pupils  are 
furnished  with  a  few  pencils  and  scraps 
of  paper,  such  as  the  bulletins  from  the 
previous  Sunday." 

The  Settles,  who  were  invited  by 
Liberian  Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  to 
assist  the  director  of  evangelism,  the 
Rev.  John  Russell,  in  holding  workshops 
in  teaching  methods  for  the  new  “Food 
for  Christian  Growth”  studies,  had 
displays  of  the  new  materials  at  the 
annual  conference.  Jean  Settle  had  those 
who  had  used  the  lessons  give  brief 
testimonials  on  tape  or  by  writing  their 
appraisals  on  posted  sheets  of  paper. 

Materials  written  by  Africans 
The  new  materials  have  been  created 
by  Africans  for  African  use  with 


illustrations  drawn  from  African  life  and 
interpretations  of  Scripture  prepared  by 
African  writers.  This  was  a  joint 
enterprise  of  Lutherans  and  United 
Methodists.  The  curriculum  is  being  used 
not  only  in  church  schools  but  also  for 
teaching  in  all  of  Liberian  secondary 
education. 

Church  secondary  schools,  so 
important  as  supplements  to  the  attempt 
of  the  government  to  furnish  schools  for 
all  children,  are  battling  inflation,  the 
drying  up  of  sources  for  teachers’ 
salaries  and  the  discouragement  of 
parents  unable  to  pay  tuition  fees. 

In  spite  of  a  reduction  from  $120,000  to 
$50,000  in  government  subsidies  the 
Board  of  Education  reported  to  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  that  16  schools 
employing  141  teachers  enroll  2,841 
pupils. 

The  College  of  West  Africa  (a  church 
high  school)  in  Monrovia  is  well 
equipped,  but  it  is  the  exception.  Schools 
at  Camphor  Project,  St.  Marks  in  Kakata 
and  Lower  Buchanan  have  a  minimum  of 
desks,  classrooms  and  even  ordinary 
equipment,  the  Settles  said.  Many 
teachers  have  only  high  school 
preparation. 

"The  greatest  assets  of  these  schools 
are  the  devoted  services  of  teachers  who 
usually  work  with  little  pay,  salaries 
often  in  arrears  —  or  lacking,”  Mr.  Settle 
said. 

At  a  time  when  funds  are  diminishing 
due  to  economic  conditions,  church 
leaders  are  challenging  local  churches  to 
become  self-sufficient.  And  Bishop  Kulah 
is  encouraging  local  churches  to  support 
their  ministers.  Ten  churches  were 
asked  to  give  full  salary  support  for  the 
fulltime  work  of  their  ministers. 
Practically  all  the  ministers  hold  other 
jobs  in  order  to  make  ends  meet. 

The  Board  of  Ministry  reported  it  is 
tightening  up  on  self-discipline  and 
ministerial  educational  standards.  And, 
the  bishop  is  requiring  all  ministers  who 
were  married  under  traditional  tribal 
ceremonies  to  have  those  marriages 
blessed  by  Christian  rites. 


Temporary  postage  rate  cut  given 


WASHINGTON  —  A  temporary  postal 
rate  reduction  for  Non-Profit  mailers 
was  set  to  begin  July  28  as  the  result  of  an 
amendment  to  the  appropriations  bill 
recently  enacted  by  Congress. 

Among  those  Second  Class,  Non-Profit 
publications  to  receive  temporary  relief 
are  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

The  $42  million  added  to  the 
emergency  appropriations  measure  by 
Senate  and  House  conferees  will 
partially  rescind  the  sharply  higher  rates 
imposed  on  non-profit  mailers  last 
January  10.  A  Postal  Service  spokesman 
estimated  the  extra  funding  will  mean  a 
reduction  of  postage  rates  of  about  25 
percent  through  the  fiscal  year  which 
ends  Sept.  30, 1982. 

Technically,  the  new  appropriation 
will  move  mailers  to  step  13  of  a  16-year 


phasing  process  Congress  initiated  in 
1970  to  protect  Second-Class  publications 
from  immediate  extinction  when  a  plan 
was  adopted  to  have  them  "pay  their  own 
way.”  The  plan  was  short-circuited  last 
December  after  Congress  sharply 
reduced  funding  for  the  subsidy, 
requiring  an  immediate  jump  in  the 
rates  from  step  10  to  step  16. 

"We’re  glad  to  get  the  temporary 
restoration  of  the  phasing  program,” 
said  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
editor-general  manager  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  The  Reporter  had 
received  a  154  percent  postal  rate 
increase  in  January. 

“But  this  assistance  could  create  as 
many  problems  as  it  relieves  if  it  is 
pulled  back  in  a  couple  of  months,”  he 
added.  The  rate  reduction  will  prove  to 


be  short-lived  unless  Congress  elects  to 
fund  the  subsidy  at  a  figure  higher  than 
that  contained  in  its  preliminary  budget 
for  fiscal  1983,  to  start  Oct.  1. 

“It  is  inconceivable  we  would  enjoy 
this  benefit  without  sharing  it  with  the 
congregations  with  local  church  editions 
and  with  the  annual  conferences,"  Mr. 
Dunnam  said.  "Any  adjustments  in  rates 
will  have  to  be  determined  by  the 
Reporter’s  Executive  Committee. 

"When  we  had  to  raise  our  rates  in  an 
unprecedented  emergency  earlier  in  the 
year,  it  was  on  the  basis  of  not  benefitting 
the  Reporter  but  as  something  inflicted 
on  the  newspaper  which  had  to  be  passed 
on.  Churches  and  conferences  had  to 
swallow  it.  Therefore,  we  would  want  to 
share  these  temporary  benefits  with 
them  as  well,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 
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Jackson  Receives 
Degree 

The  Reverend  Moses  T.  Jackson,  Sr., 
Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 
Superintendent,  received  the  Doctor  of 
Divinity  degree  from  Wiley  College  in 
Marshall,  Texas,  on  July  7,  1982.  The 
degree  was  presented  by  President 
Robert  E.  Hayes,  Sr.  during  the  Summer 
Session  Commencement. 

Jackson  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  Religion  and  Philosophy  from  Wiley 
College  in  1956  while  pastoring  the  Lodi 
Circuit  in  Jefferson,  Texas.  He  received 
his  Master  of  Divinity  degree  from 
Gammon  Theology  Seminary,  Atlanta 
Georgia,  in  1960.  His  pastoral  experience 
includes  churches  in  Lafayette,  Crowley, 
Abbeville,  New  Iberia,  Lake  Charles, 
and  New  Orleans. 

Jackson  has  served  on  numerous 
positions  of  leadership  for  Conferences  A 
and  B  including  secretary  for  the  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  and 
Superintendent  to  the  New  Iberia 
District  of  Conference  B. 

The  Reverend  Jackson,  a  native  of 
Opelousas,  is  married  to  the  former 
Charlie  Mae  Holly.  The  Jacksons  have 
four  sons,  four  daughters,  and  4 
granddaughters. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


Church  School  Lesson  Via 
Satellite 

9:35  a.m.  each  Sunday 
Teacher  Training 
7:30p.m.  eachMonday 

*  *  * 

All  August  Broadcasts 
Downlink  Setting:  “W  4” 
Channel  Setting:  11 


New  Film  Promotes 
EMLC  Priority 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  She  roller 
skates  with  the  children,  accompanies  a 
teens  music  group  on  her  guitar  and  runs 
a  special  program  for  senior  citizens.  At 
the  same  time  the  Rev.  Milca  Plaud  does 
all  the  things  a  minister  is  supposed  to  do 
—  preach,  lead  Bible  study  and  prayer 
meetings,  visit  the  sick  and  call  on 
prospective  members. 

As  a  result  El  Redentor  (The 
Redeemer)  UMC  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  took 
in  12  new  members  last  month,  11  of 
them  new  Christians. 

Young,  vivacious  and  attractive,  Rev. 
Plaud,  a  transplanted  Puerto  Rican 
minister,  is  the  star  of  a  new  film, 
“Gathered  Into  One.”  The  film  is  for  use 
in  promoting  the  missional  priority, 
“Developing  and  Strengthening  the 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church.” 

The  20-minute  color  film  is  now 
available  from  the  audio  visual  library  of 
the  CCOM  office  in  Jackson. 

Stanley  Nelson,  producer/director  of 
the  film  said,  “Milca’s  church  was 
chosen  as  a  small  membership  church 
that  is  growing.  It  is  doing  good  work. 
Also  we  wanted  to  show  a  woman  pastor. 


Postal  Rate  Temporarily 


Reduced  For  Non-Profits 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist,  as  well  as  other  non-profit 
publications,  are  receiving  a  postal  rate 
reduction  this  summer,  but  it  may  be 
short-lived. 

As  a  result  of  an  appropriations  bill 
signed  by  President  Reagan  July  16, 
most  second,  third  and  fourth  class 
mailers  will  receive  a  25%  reduction  in 
postage  from  July  28  until  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year,  September  30. 

Several  United  Methodist  editors  are 
hoping  that  the  legislation  which 
provided  non-profit  mailing  subsidies  is 
the  first  step  in  rescinding  the 
substantial  increase  made  in  January. 
“We’re  hopeful  that  this  will  carry  over 
into  the  1983  budget,”  said  the  Reverend 
Dan  Louis,  associate  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  Another  editor.  The 
Reverend  Edward  Duncan  of  the 
Michigan  Christian  Advocate,  said  he 
assumes  there  will  be  a  new  bill  proposed 
for  October  1. 

Maryneal  Jones,  South  Carolina 
Advocate  editor,  also  would  like  to  see 
the  increases  made  in  January 
rescinded.  “The  earlier  action  increased 
the  cost  by  so  much,  our  hope  is  that  it 
(the  reduction)  would  at  least  ameliorate 
it,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Jones  added  that  although  any 
relief  at  all  is  appreciated,  the  decrease 
for  her  paper  will  be  “negligible” 


primary  because  the  Advocate  only 
prints  twice  during  August.  She  said  the 
January  increase  has  left  the  South 
Carolina  Advocate  with  a  $20,000  budget 
deficit. 

The  two-month  decrease  will  be  more 
substantial  for  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  the  denomination’s  largest 
publication.  According  to  Mr.  Louis,  the 
Reporter  will  save  approximately  $8,000 
per  issue,  or  a  total  of  $64,000.  He  said  the 
staff  at  the  Reporter  is  encouraged  by 
the  reduction,  adding,  “it  shows  that 
some  people  in  Washington  are  at  least 
thinking  about  non-profit  mailings  and 
their  importance.” 

The  measure  signed  July  16  will 
temporarily  move  the  mailers  back  to 
step  13  of  a  16  step  process  that  began  in 
1970  and  originally  due  to  end  in  1987. 

Remaining  steps  in  the  process  were 
eliminated  in  January  when  Congress 
reduced  funding  for  non-profit  mailing 
subsidies.  The  reduction  caused  an 
immediate  jump  in  the  payment  process 
from  step  10  to  16. 

The  amendment  providing  additional 
funding  that  allowed  the  reduction  was 
initiated  by  Senator  Quentin  E.  Burdick, 
D-S.D.  According  to  an  aide  in  Sen. 
Burdick’s  office,  there  has  been  no 
legislature  proposed  to  reduce  non-profit 
mailing  rates  beyond  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year. 


Publishing  House  Installs  Dish 


NASHVILLE  —  The  newly-installed  satellite  receiving  dish  at  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House’s  headquarter’s  here  is  being  tuned  to  receive  programs  via 
satellite.  The  dish  was  installed  “in  order  to  monitor  various  church  programs  being 
developed  and  distributed  through  satellite,”  according  to  John  E.  Proctor,  president 
and  publisher.  “This  is  one  step  in  a  long  range  plan  to  further  develop  our  capability 
in  the  video  publishing  field,"  Mr.  Proctor  said.  The  publishing  house  is  the  official 
publisher,  printer  and  distributor  for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Editor’s  Note:  the  satellite  receiving  dish  (downlink)  at  the  Methodist  Publishing 
House  will  be  used  to  monitor  the  programs  produced  by  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries. 


“A  lot  of  her  success  is  due  to 
tremendous  energy  and  willingness  to 
try  new  things,”  Nelson  reported.  “She 
gets  everybody  involved  and  they  come 
for  the  joy  of  it.  You  feel  good  being  with 
her.” 

“Gathered  Into  One”  also  features  the 
First  Korean  UMC  of  Chicago  led  by  the 
Rev.  Hyun  Hoe  Cha.  With  more  than  900 
members,  it  is  the  largest  Korean 
congregation  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Telling  her  story  at  the  recent  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  Training  Event  in 
Stony  Point,  N.Y.,  Rev.  Plaud  said,  “The 
first  time  I  was  asked  to  come  and  lead 
this  struggling  Hispanic  congregation,  I 
said  no.  I  was  too  busy,  my  plans  were  all 
set  in  Puerto  Rico,  I  was  getting  a  new 


car.  But  my  heart  started  working 
differently.  The  Lord's  will  was  totally 
different  from  mine.  And  when  the  Lord 
says  go,  you’d  better  go. 

“I’m  glad  I  did,”  she  added. 

Participating  in  the  service  on  her  first 
Sunday  in  the  Lancaster  church  were  one 
lady  and  two  children.  Now  three  years 
later,  attendance  averages  35-40  people. 
In  addition  to  Sunday  School,  there  are 
three  Bible  study  groups,  a  tutoring 
program,  a  youth  music  group  and  an 
after-school  center. 

The  community  of  Lancaster  in 
eastern  Pennsylvania  has  15,000 
Hispanics,  mostly  Puerto  Ricans.  In  her 
home  visits  Rev.  Plaud  learned  that 
many  of  them  moved  there  to  escape  the 
city. 


EMLC  Convocation 
and  Workshop  Set 
For  Alexandria 

The  Conference  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Task  Force  and  the  Division  of 
Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  will  sponsor  an 
EMLC  Leadership  Development 
Convocation  and  Workshop,  Friday  and 
Saturday,  August  27-28,  1982,  at  First 
Church,  Alexandria,  Reverend  Tracy  R. 
Arnold,  Pastor  and  Reverend  William  F. 
Mayo,  District  Superintendent. 

Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Pastors 
and  Lay  persons  from  all  leadership 
areas  of  the  local  church  are  expected  to 
be  present.  Workshops  scheduled  for 
Friday,  7,30-9:30  p.m.  are:  The  Ordained 
Ministry  vs.  Recruitment,  Evangelism, 
Stewardship,  Christian  Education,  and 
Leadership  Development. 

Workshops  scheduled  for  Saturday, 
9:00-10:30  a.m.  are,  Diaconal  Ministry, 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Work,  United 
Methodist  Men’s  Work,  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Ministry. 

The  Reverend  Hector  J.  Grant  will 
represent  the  Division  of  Ministry  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
in  Nashville.  The  general  theme  will  be 
in  keeping  with  the  Missional  Priority 
emphasis,  Strengthening  and  Developing 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church. 

The  Convocation  will  begin  Friday  at 
10:00  a.m.  and  will  feature  panel 
discussions,  five  workshops  Friday  and 
four  workshops  Saturday,  The  Bishop’s 
Hour  when  Bishop  Shamblin  will  speak, 
combined  choirs  of  Alexandria  churches 
will  sing  under  the  direction  of  Claude 
Andrews,  a  forty  voice  combined  choir 
from  Baton  Rouge  churches  in  the  Songs 
of  Zion,  directed  by  Reverend  Kenneth 
M.  Fisher,  and  the  closing  sermon  by  Dr. 
Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  Adjournment  is 
set  for  12 : 15  p.m .  Saturday. 

EMM  Serves  in 
Prayer  Ministry 

By  ROY  STEPHENSON 

United  Methodist  Men  are  currently 
involved  as  partners  in  a  prayer  ministry 
with  The  Upper  Room.  The  project 
includes  a  Living  Prayer  Center  in 
Nashville,  covenant  prayer  groups 
around  the  world  and  local  prayer 
advocates. 

Staffed  with  volunteers,  the  prayer 
center  receives  individual  requests, 
prays  with  persons  and  contacts  the 
covenant  prayer  groups  on  a  daily  basis. 
The  facility  is  open  seven  days  a  week,  24 
hours  a  day.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
service  answers  more  than  150  telephone 
calls  each  day  on  the  toll-free  number. 
Covenant  prayer  groups  may  be 
chartered  through  The  Upper  Room 
which  provides  resources  and  guidance 
for  such  organizations.  More  than  625 
groups  meet  regularly  in  42  states, 
Mexico,  Canada  and  Germany. 

To  assist  The  Upper  Room  with  the 
program,  UMM  groups  are  urged  to 
participate  in  the  following  activities: 

1)  Appoint  a  prayer  advocate  and  send 
the  person’s  name,  address  and 
telephone  number  to  The  Upper  Room. 

2)  Promote  the  Living  Prayer  Center 
number  throughout  the  local  church  and 
community.  The  number  is  1-800-251- 
2468.  In  Tennessee,  call  615-327-4673, 
collect. 

3)  Make  a  gift  to  the  incoming 
nationwide  WATS  line  so  that  persons 
can  continue  to  call  in  prayer  requests.  A 
gift  of  $10  is  equivalent  to  five  calls  per 
year:  $25  is  equivalent  to  one  call  per 
month:  and  $100  is  equal  to  one  call  per 
week.  Send  contributions  to  The  Upper 
Room  WATS  Line,  1908  Grand  Ave., 
Nashville,  TN  37202. 

Perkins  Alumni/ae 
Loyalty  Fund  Shows 
Big  Increase 

Thirteen  percent  more  alumni/ae  have 
supported  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Loyalty  Fund  this  year  with  a  healthy 
62%  more  dollars  than  they  did  in  1980- 
1981. 

A  total  of  $47,261  was  contributed  in  the 
1981-1982  fiscal  year  by  some  985  Perkins 
alumni/ae,  the  Perkins  Development 
Office  has  reported.  A  1980-1981  tally 
showed  total  gifts  of  $29,111  from  614 
contributors. 

Contacting  2,811  theology  school 
alumni/ae  across  the  nation,  Loyalty 
Fund  coordinators  in  all  five 
jurisdictions  drew  positive  responses 
from  35%  of  them,  compared  with  last 
year's  response  of  22.2%. 

The  nationwide  campaign  was  chaired 
by  the  Reverend  Wallace  Chappel, 
pastor  of  Cochran  Chapel  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Dallas. 


Around  the  Conference 


Conference  Youth  Team  Summer  Event 


The  Louisiana  Conference,  Conference  Youth  Team,  held  its  summer 
planning  event,  July  20-22  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria, 
Louisiana.  The  primary  purpose  of  this  C.Y.T.  event  was  to  set  the  calendar  of 
activities  for  all  Conference  Youth  Events  for  the  1982-1983  academic  year  In 
addition  to  setting  the  calendar  dates,  the  specific  planning  was  completed  for 
Fall  Convocation  to  be  held  in  October,  Junior  High  Weekend  in  November, 
Senior  High  Weekend  in  January  and  Youth  Service  Fund  Retreats  both  North 
and  South  to  be  held  in  March.  Major  emphasis  on  all  these  events  is  to 
encourage  spiritual  awakening  and  leadership  abilities 
Other  than  all  of  the  fabulous  work  which  was  completed  and  planned,  the 
Conference  Youth  Team  enjoyed  Good  Friends,  Good  Food,  Good  Times,  all 
within  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

Pictured  above  are  those  youth  and  coordinators  from  around  the  conference. 
L.  Patterson  Culligan  is  the  Conference  Coordinator  of  Youth  Activities. 


Standing  left  to  right:  A1  Hickerson,  Jack  Dew,  Ofney  Ellis.  Mark  Solomon, 
Ted  Samland,  Charles  Goodgame,  Wadsworth  Davis,  Sam  Poplus,  and 
Malcolm  Bass. 


EMM  Adopt  Constitution 

In  a  move  to  further  strengthen  the  United  Methodist  Men  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  a  formal  Constitution  and  By-Laws  was  adopted  at  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Retreat  at  Louisiana  College  in  Pineville  on  June  26 

The  recent  election  of  Jack  Dew'  from  Monroe  as  President  of  Louisiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men  (UMM)  by  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity  was  confirmed, 
and  in  addition,  Wadsworth  Davis  of  New  Orleans  and  Ted  Samland  of  Bossier 
City  were  elected  1st  and  2nd  Vice-Presidents.  Other  officers  elected  were 
Reverend  Gilbert  Wade,  Secretary;  Ofney  Ellis,  Treasurer;  Mark  Solomon, 
Program  Director;  Charles  Goodgame,  Director  of  Finance;  and  Sam  Poplus, 
Chairman  of  Nominating  Committee.  Earnest  Arnold  is  immediate  Past 
President.  Other  officers  will  be  the  District  Directors  of  UMM  as  elected  by  the 
local  districts. 

Approximately  40  men  signed  up  at  the  Retreat  as  contributors  to  the  EVERY 
MAN  SHARE  PROGRAM.  For  a  contribution  of  $9  per  year  these  men  will 
receive  a  subscription  to  “Men’s  News,”  a  publication  of  UMM  out  of  Nashville, 
and  a  portion  of  their  contribution  will  be  allocated  to  developing  new 
materials  and  resources  for  men  and  to  the  support  of  our  own  Conference 
organization  of  UMM. 


Bicycling  for  Church  Extension 

The  Reverend  Brady  Forman,  pastor  at  Lake  Providence  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Raymond  Scott,  member  of  that  church,  left  Lake  Providence  by 
bicycle  on  July  14  traveling  to  New  Orleans  totaling  365  miles  in  an  effort  to 
raise  money  for  Century  III  Church  Extension  Program  Louisiana  Conference. 
The  trip  is  being  sponsored  by  donations  from  church  members  from  Lake 
Providence  and  individuals  making  donations  to  Century  III  on  a  per  mile 
basis.  Forman  and  Scott  have  stopped  at  United  Methodist  churches  along  the 
way  to  make  clear  their  efforts  for  Century  III.  Money  raised  from  the  bicycle 
trip  will  be  presented  for  church  extension  to  Monroe  District  Superintendent 
Dr.  Doug  McGuire  at  the  Lake  Providence  Charge  Conference. 

Bossier’s  UMW  News 

On  Tuesday,  July  13,  at  7:00  p.m.,  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  St. 
Stephen’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City.  Louisiana,  sponsored  a 
surprise  baby  shower  for  Sister  Margaret  McCaffrey,  co-ordinator  of  the 
Christian  Service  Program  (innerfaith).  The  gifts  will  be  distributed  to 
needy  families.  Many  ladies  of  the  church  were  present  for  fun,  fellowship 
and  an  opportunity  to  help  those  less  fortunate. 
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Reader-Response  Invitation 

Couples  with  working,  growing 
marriages  asked  to  share  reasons 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Reader-Editors  Dialogue 


AUGUST  6.  1982 


How  has  your  faith  been  of  major  help 
to  you  —  in  terms  of  a  specific 
experience,  and/or  in  general  —  in 
developing  a  strong,  Christian 
marriage? 

Numerous  polls  and  studies  have 
indicated  a  positive  statistical 
correlation  between  a  strong  religious 
faith  and  a  strong  and  healthy  marriage 
and  family  life.  Yet  the  divorce  rate 
continues  to  escalate,  not  only  in  our  total 
society,  but  also  among  Christians,  and 
including  an  increasing  number  of 
ministers. 

The  nurturing  and  strengthening  of 
families  traditionally  has  been  a  special 
concern  of  the  church.  Despite  societal 
changes  which  have  tended  to  de- 
emphasize  the  sacred  and  “till  death” 
qualities  of  marriage,  and  a  recognition 
that  the  church  must  also  minister  to 
persons  who  by  choice  or  circumstance 
are  not  married,  the  nurturing  and 
strengthening  of  marriages  and  families 
will  continue  to  be  a  special  concern  of 
the  family  of  faith. 

How  can  those  who  have  responded  to 
the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  make 
married  life  “good  news”  and  keep  it 
from  souring  into  “bad  news”  for  all 
concerned?  What  factor  has  most 
strengthened  your  marriage  and  helped 
you  and  your  spouse  to  grow  together 
instead  of  apart?  What  type  of  skills, 
attitudes,  behavior  patterns  and  support 
systems  should  the  church  seek  to  foster 
and  encourage  among  couples  and  their 
families? 

The  Reporter  hopes  to  facilitate  the 
sharing  of  helpful  insights  and 
experiences  related  to  these  questions.  If 
you  have  a  marriage  that  is  working  and 
growing  stronger,  we  want  to  provide 
you  with  an  opportunity  to  share  with 
other  Christians  some  reasons  why.  If 
your  marriage  is  lacking  we  hope  you 
will  gain  some  helpful  insights  and 
suggestions  from  the  experiences  shared 
by  others. 

Criteria  For  Essays 

Essays  may  be  developed  acceptably 


Here  I  Stand 


Where  is  God  today? 


By  WILLIAM  P.  HARWELL 

As  an  Air  Force  pilot,  I  flew  airborne 
alert  missions  every  four  days  during  the 
Cuban  missile  crisis,  never  knowing 
when  or  if  the  dread  order  would  come. 

A  decade- later  I  flew  120  combat 
sorties  in  Southeast  Asia. 

Today,  yet  another  decade  later,  the 
blood  of  God’s  children  is  still  being" Shed 
in  Southeast  Asia.  El  Salvador,  Guate¬ 
mala,  the  Malvinas  Islands,  the  Middle 
East,  the  Persian  Gulf,  Afghanistan  and 
goodness  knows  where  else. 

The  world’s  annuall 
armaments  budget  is  I 
approaching  600  bil-l 
lion  dollars.  Over  thel 
hext  five  years  ourl 
country  plans  tol 
spend  1.5  trillionl 
dollars  on  arms.  a| 
recent  article  in  thel 
“Other  Side”  stated| 
that  under  the  pre-  William  Harwell 
sent  administration,  the  United  States’ 
budgetary  priorities  will  be  altered  so 
that  by  1986  77  percent  of  our  tax  dollars 
will  be  diverted  to  military -related 
expenses. 

Could  all  this  perhaps  suggest  that 
instead  of  being  a  solution  war  and 
armaments  are  our  problem? 

The  faces  of  our  coins  tell  us:  “In  God 
We  Trust.”  Isn’t  it  about  time  that  our 
national  priorities  and  policies  reflected 
that  trust?  Psalm  82:3,4  gives  us  a  terse 
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outline  of  divine  interests  and  duties 

Give  justice  to  the  weak  and 
fatherless ; 

maintain  the  right  of  the  afflicted  and 
the  destitute. 

Rescue  the  weak  and  the  needy ; 

deliver  them  from  the  hand  of  the 
wicked. 

Dr.  Jennifer  Rathburn  of  Children's 
Hospital  Medical  Center  in  Boston  tells 
us  “It’s  hard  to  watch  kids  starve,  but 
that’s  what  we  do.  There’s  no  question  we 
are  seeing  more  children  with 
malnutrition  than  we  saw  a  year  ago.” 
Are  our  national  priorities  and  policies 
oriented  toward  realizing  the  divine 
agenda,  so  eloquently  expressed  by  the 
psalmist.  The  facts  say  not!  Then  why 
not  be  honest  with  ourselves  and  with 
others?  Let’s  alter  our  coins  to  match  our 
actions:  “In  our  thermonuclear  arsenal 
we  trust”  or  “In  greed  we  trust.” 

Better  yet,  why  not  attempt  to  live  up 
to  our  present  creedal  affirmation?  Let 
our  national  voice  be  raised  in 
righteous  indignation,  shouting  to 
the  heavens:  “In  God’s  name,  enough!” 
Then,  let  us  join  hands  in  an  honest  quest 
for  peace,  recognizing  that  in  the  peace 
movement  God  just  might  be  expressing 
a  saving  intent  for  all  people. 

It’s  at  least  worth  a  chance,  don’t  you 
think?  After  all,  we  do  have  an 
inheritance  to  claim  —  the  one  that 
belongs  to  the  peacemakers:  the  world. 
You  remember,  don’t  you? 

In  the  name  of  God,  we  should  freeze 
nuclear  arms  at  current  levels  and  then 
move  rapidly  toward  verifiable  mutual 
reduction  and  disarmament. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  William  P.  Harwell,  is  the 
pastor  of  Wrightwood  UMC  in 
Wrightwood,  California  (Pacific  & 
Southwest  Conference). 


‘Four-Fold  Guidelines’  have  Wesley  roots 
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To  the  Editor 

With  all  the  talk  of  Scripture,  tradition, 
reason  and  experience  being  our  key  to 
find  God's  truth,  I  confess  that  I  do  not 
know  where  in  John  Wesley’s  works  he 
talks  about  this.  Can  you  inform  me  in 
which  one  of  his  sermons  or  pamphlets  or 
works  he  did  an  exposition  of  this  four¬ 
fold  approach9 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Orange,  California 

We  have  consulted  with  Dr.  Albert 
Outler  regarding  your  questions.  Dr. 
Outler  is  one  of  the  foremost  living 
authorities  on  Wesleyan  theology,  and 
the  author  of  numerous  books  regarding 
Wesley  and  his  writings.  He  also  is  the 
person  who  headed  the  Study 
Commission  responsible  for  producing 
United  Methodism’s  Theological 
Principles  statement  which  was  adopted 
by  the  1972  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Outler  says  that  John  Wesley 
always  made  reference  to  the  four  terms 
(Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and 
experience),  but  never  worked  them  out 
systematically,  or  in  any  detail. 

Wesley’s  preface  to  his  1771  collection 
of  writings  states:  “I  am  willing  to 
submit  it  to  the  judgment  of  Scripture, 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Christian  antiquity  and  reason.”  Dr. 
Outler  noted  that  one  can  find  these  same 
three  terms  in  the  writings  of  other 


Anglican  theologians  of  Wesley’s  time 
Wesley  added  to  these  the  concept  of 
experience  as  a  norm  for  determining 
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The  Bible,  Tradition, 
Reason,  and  Experience 
Are  Applied  to  Daily  Living 


This  billboard  erected  by  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Corinth,  Mississippi, 
both  affirms  and  exemplifies  that  community’s  use  of  the  “Wesleyan  Quadrilateral” 
for  doing  theology.  ’’  Mississippi  methodist  advocate  photo  by  rOy  Mcalilly 
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Christian  truth  (although  reference  to  it 
doesn’t  appear  in  this  particular  quote) . 

The  phrase  “Wesleyan  Quadrilateral” 
is  one  which  Dr.  Outler  coined  to 
describe  these  four  pillars  of  Wesleyan 
theology  and  doctrine.  The  Theological 
Principles  Study  Commission  voted, 
however,  to  use  the  phrase  “Four-Fold 
Guidelines.”  Although  not  officially 
adopted,  the  term  “Wesleyan 
Quadrilateral”  has  caught  on  and  now  is 
probably  used  by  as  many  United 
Methodists  as  the  official  wording. 

An  increasing  interest  in  John 
Wesley’s  theological  method  and  its 
contemporary  relevance,  as  illustrated 
by  questions  such  as  yours,  suggests  that 
the  time  may  be  ripe  for  Dr.  Outler  or 
some  other  Wesleyan  scholar  to  develop 
a  “primer”  for  “doing  theology"  in  the 
Wesleyan  tradition.  Until  such  becomes 
available,  the  section  entitled  “Our 
Theological  Task,”  found  on  pages  71-85 
of  the  1980  Book  of  Discipline,  is  an 
excellent  resource  when  combined  with 
the  witness  of  Scripture  and  the 
preceding  Disciplinary  sections  on 
doctrine,  doctrinal^  statements  and  the 
General  Rules. 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 

UMR  Editor 


‘Performance  ratings’  ignore  local  economy 

e  Editor:  - - g  ,.J£7 _  _  .  J  . 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  disappointed  in  the  article 
by  Roy  H.  Beck  headlined  “Nettling  the 
lazy”  which  concerned  the  statistical 
findings  of  the  Rev.  Cecil  M.  Kelley 
(UMR  July  2).  Certainly  Mr.  Kelley’s 
work  is  necessary,  and  can  indeed  be  used 
to  “exhort  ...  the  low  performers  .  .  .” 
But,  a  blanket  labeling  of  the  so-called 
“low  performers”  as  “incompetent,  lazy, 
and  careless”  is,  I  feel,  unfair,  short 
sighted,  and  ignorant  of  current  economic 
conditions. 

After  32  years  of  residence  in  Western 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  I  was  forced  to 
travel  to  Texas  to  seek  suitable 
employment.  Fortunately,  I  was 
successful,  and  I  also  found  a  new  church 
family.  The  map  which  accompanied  the 
article  about  Mr.  Kelley’s  study  reflects 
in  large  measure,  I  believe,  the 
population  shifts  resulting  from  the  high 
unemployment  and  depressed  economies 
of  Western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and 
Michigan.  Many  of  my  friends  and 
relatives  residing  in  those  areas  have 
been  without  work  for  months. 

A  conference’s  member-retention,  new 
members  gained,  per-capita  giving,  and 
mission  giving  are  certainly  affected  by 
local  economic  conditions.  According  to 
the  reasoning  used  by  Mr.  Kelley,  my 
move  would  adversely  reflect  upon  my 
old  “home”  church  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
when,  in  fact,  that  church’s  staff  and 
programs  were  excellent  in  meeting  the 
needs  of  its  members. 

Although  it  is  proper  to  strive  for  “per¬ 
formance”  by  our  church  leadership, 
sole  reliance  upon  statistics  does  not  tell 
the  whole  story  —  not  by  a  long  shot. 

Philip  T.  Bassford  Jr. 

Irving,  Texas 

Kelley  report  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  word  of  appreciation  for  the 
good  work  you  do  in  communicating 
news  about  United  Methodists  and 
particularly  for  your  coverage  of  the 
work  Cecil  Kelley  has  done  in  rating 
the  performances  of  Annual  Conferences 
(see  UMR,  July  2  and  July  9). 

Robert  J.  Treat 

Mt.  Vernon,  Illinois 

Chart  should  be  distributed 
throughout  the  church 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  you  to  know  how  grateful  I  am 
for  the  coverage  given  the  Performance 
Rating  Chart  For  Conferences  in  the 
Reporter  (see  UMR,  July  2  and  July  9). 
Responses  came  quickly  from  your  news 
story  and  your  editorial  from  all  over  the 
country,  including  Alaska. 

All  bishops  had  received  copies  of  the 
chart  before  you  covered  it,  but  some 
still  asked  for  more  copies  for  their 
Cabinets.  There  were  requests  from  both 
pastors  and  lay  persons,  from  District 
Superintendents,  leaders  in  evangelism, 
finance  education,  stewardship  and 
statistics.  People  seem  to  hunger  for  this 
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sort  of  thing.  They  particularly  want  to 
know  how  they  are  doing  in  comparison 
with  others. 

We  found  that  to  be  true  in  our  own 
Western  Pennsylvania  conference  also, 
as  between  churches.  For  three  years,  as 
you  know  because  you  include  our  chart 
as  a  supplement  in  our  edition  of  the 
Reporter,  our  Performance  Rating  Chart 
For  Charges  has  furnished  such 
information  to  our  people.  It  has  taken 
hold  and  has  brought  about  interesting 
improvements  all  along  the  line,  from 
what  people  report  in  evaluations. 

Many  who  have  not  written  in  for  the 
Conference  Chart  would  be  interested  in 
getting  it,  I  am  sure,  and  I  think  there 
ought  to  be  some  way  that  this  chart 
could  be  distributed  throughout  the 
church  without  people  having  to  write  in. 
Since  it  takes  up  so  small  a  space  it  ought 
to  be  easy  for  some  agency  or  vehicle  to 
handle.  I  think  it  would  make  a 
difference  in  the  performance  of  our 
denomination  if  the  facts  contained  there 
were  widely  known.  But,  at  least,  you 
have  made  it  known  that  such  a  thing 
exists,  and  for  that,  both  I  and  the  re¬ 
cipients  of  the  chart,  I  am  sure,  are 
grateful.  Cecil  W.  Kelley 

Blairsville,  Pennsylvania 

1982  World’s  Fair 
religion  exhibit  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

The  1982  World’s  Fair  in  Knoxville, 
Tennessee  is  in  full  swing,  and  fair 
officials  expect  the  two-millionth  visitor 
near  the  end  of  its  first  month.  Sixteen 
Christian  denominations  are  sponsoring 
“The  Church’s  Presence  at  the  1982 
World’s  Fair,”  and  their  exhibit,  “The 
Power,”  is  one  of  the  most  unique  and 
exciting  at  the  fair. 

I  believe  every  United  Methodist  — 
every  Christian  —  will  be  thrilled  by  the 
breathtaking  presentation  of  the 
“creation  and  chaos,  the  human  search 
with  Christ  as  the  answer,  and  the 
servant  church  at  work,”  presented  in 
sight  and  sound,  and  can  feel  justifiably 
proud  of  the  use  of  modern  technology  to 


Ministers  encounter  risk  in  ‘being  human’ 


By  C.  DON  BAUGH 

We  were  talking  in  the  Health  Club  of 
the  YMCA.  My  colleague  is  pastor  of  one 
of  the  larger  congregations  in  San 
Antonio  and  one  of  the  most  likeable  men 
one  could  ever  meet.  He  is  ai)  effective 
leader,  a  good  pastor,  has  the  respect  of 
the  clergy  of  all  denominations,  and  is  so 
creative  in  his  approach  to  his  ministry.  I 
was  a  bit  taken  aback  when  he  was  so 
open  about  his  life  and  what  is  going  on  in  it. 

“I  don’t  know  how  many  men  I  have 
talked  with  as  they  were  going  through 
‘mid-life  crisis’  —  and  just  last  week  it 
suddenly  dawned  on  me  that  many  of  the 
problems  in  my  life  are  a  part  of  that 
same  process.” 

It  wasn’t  that  my  friend  thought  that  he 
was  more  than  human  or  that  somehow 
he  was  exempt  from  such  a  human 
problem  —  it  was  simply  that  it  was  not 
evident  to  him  that  “mid-life”  crisis  was 
involved  in  some  of  the  day-to-day  stress 
with  which  he  was  having  to  cope. 

The  fact  that  he  had  been  able  to 
recognize  his  humanity  and  talk  about  it 
is  one  of  the  marvelous  characteristics 
that  makes  him  an  effective  pastor. 
There  are  so  many  ministers  who  have 
problems  with  being  human.  It  really  is 
tragic  that  many  ministers  feel  that  they 


must  never  risk  being  human.  And  it’s 
tragic  for  their  congregations  since  it  is 
so  much  easier  to  talk  with  a  pastor  who 
copes  with  stress  and  worry  each  day,  as 
they  do.  If  somehow  the  minister  seems 
untouched  by  the  hard  times  in  life,  how 
can  he  really  feel  with  them  in  times  of 
hurt  and  suffering?  It’s  also  tragic  for 
the  minister  to  have  to  play  the  game  of 
being  what  he  is  not. 

Often  it  is  the  minister,  and  no  one  else, 
who  decides  that  he  must  not  be  human. 
We  have  all  seen  the  classic  examples  of 
this  charade :  the  ever-present  smile,  the 
continuous  emotional  high,  the  cock¬ 
sureness  that  makes  it  seem  that  he  has 
his  whole  act  together.  Such  a  minister 
deludes  himself  into  thinking  that  he 
must  be  the  personification  of  absolute 
faith  —  or  that  human  weakness  is  not 
compatible  with  deep  religious  faith. 

This  role  may  also  be  assigned  a 
minister  by  the  congregation.  They  may 
feel  that  they  have  so  many  problems 
that  they  must  have  an  ever  present 
smiling  minister  to  assure  them  that  God 
is  in  His  heaven  and  all  is  right  with  the 
world.  How  tragic  that  a  congregation 
should  assign  a  role  that  robs  the 
minister  of  the  honesty  to  be  human. 

I  remember  once  being  asked  to  speak 
to  a  group  on  “How  to  Overcome  my 


Depression.”  In  my  introductory 
remarks,  I  asked  to  change  the  topic  to 
“How  I  Deal  with  the  Depressions  in  My 
Life.”  At  that  point  a  very  fat  lady  stood 
up  and  said,  “I  just  don’t  think  I  want  to 
listen  to  a  minister  who  has  problems.” 
Since  there  was  no  other  speaker,  I  went 
ahead  with  my  altered  subject. 

In  the  discussion  period  after  my  talk, 
she  stated  again  that  “my  father  was  a 
minister  and  he  never  had  depression, 
fear  or  anger.”  Her  weight  and  nervous 
mannerisms  told  quite  another  story, 
however,  and  I  somehow  felt  that  her  life 
would  have  been  much  easier  and 
happier  had  she  been  blessed  with  a 
father  who  could  cry  in  times  of  loss  just 
as  he  could  laugh  in  times  of  joy. 

If  you’d  really  like  to  give  your 
minister  a  great  gift,  make  it  the 
permission  to  be  a  human  being.  This  gift 
will  bless  his/her  life,  your  life  and  the 
life  of  your  entire  congregation. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  C. 
Don  Baugh,  is  Executive  Director  of  the 
Greater  San  Antonio  Community  of 
Churches  in  San  Antonio,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Conference). 
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communicate  the 
from  all  over  the  world. 

But  even  more  important,  its  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  Christian  gospel  is  so  stirring 
that  non-believers  may  be  moved  closer 
to  God,  and  perhaps  leave  the  fair  to  re¬ 
turn  to  world-wide  communities,  in¬ 
spired  to  pursue  a  new  interest  in  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  Christian  service. 

To  all  who  plan  to  attend  th§  1982 
World’s  Fair,  I  suggest  you  begin  —  and 
end  —  your  visit  with  “The  Power." 

Wanda  L.  Thomas 
Norris,  Tennessee 
There  is  plenty  to  do 
to  strengthen  family 
To  the  Editor: 

Reading  Linda  Isbell’s  article 
headlined  “The  health  of  the  family  unit 
should  be  a  primary  concern  for 
churches,”  (UMR,  July  2)  I  am  grateful 
for  her  plea  that  we  should  commit  time 
and  money  to  programming  for  families. 

Many  of  the  problems  of  contemporary 
families,  however,  stem  from  how  we 
think  of  ourselves  and  of  families,  and 
the  church  might  well  consider  its 
responsibilities  in  this  regard. 

For  example,  as  Protestants  we  have 
historically  focused  on  the  individual 
rather  than  on  God’s  family,  the  church, 
so  that  today  people  commonly  think 
they  can  be  Christians  without  belonging 
to  a  church.  Out  of  commendable 
concern  for  the  individual,  haven’t  we 
failed  often  to  develop  the  sensibilities 
needed  for  family  life? 

Another  example:  in  missions  we  have 
focused  on  God’s  saving  love  for  each 
person  and  our  calling  to  care  for  every¬ 
one,  and  we  seldom  made  the  kind  of  dis¬ 
tinctions  in  love  which  are  necessary  for 
a  sound  marriage.  Who  has  heard  a  ser¬ 
mon  on  God’s  love  for  God  (Ezekiel 
36.22ff.  would  be  a  good  text)  or  the 


special  love  of  Jesus  for  his  bride,  the 
church  (as  distinct  from  the  world,  Rev. 
19,21)? 

I  do  not  deny  that  sound  marriages  and 
active  church  membership  often  go 
together.  Still,  when  Dallas  —  not  exactly 
an  un-Protestant  area  —  has  the  Nation’s 
highest  divorce  rate,  one  has  to  wonder. 
Nor  would  I  deny  that  either  “self-fulfill¬ 
ment”  or  unrestricted  love  is  vital  for 
marriages.  My  point  is  simply  that  those 
who  think,  as  well  as  those  who  program, 
and  all  of  us  who  try  to  do  both,  have 
plenty  to  do  if  we  are  to  strengthen  the 
family. 

John  L.  Powell 

Princeton,  New  Jersey 

Appointive  system  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently  I  found  myself  engaged  in  a 
friendly  conversation  with  a  member  of 
another  major  denomination  concerning 
pastoral  appointments.  When  he  told  me 
that  his  church  had  lost  its  pastor  and 
that  they  were  “trying  out”  some  pros¬ 
pective  new  ones,  I  mentioned  that  I  like 
our  system  of  appointing  pastors  to  their 
respective  charges. 

His  answer  came  somewhat  as  a  sur¬ 
prise  to  me  and  I  found  it  mildly  irri¬ 
tating:  “Yes,  I  understand  you  Methodists 
have  one  man  who  ‘plays  checkers’  with 
the  names  in  deciding  where  to  send  your 
ministers  each  year,”  or  words  to  that  ef¬ 
fect.  The  implication  was,  it  seemed  to 
me,  that  United  Methodist  preachers  were 
moved  or  appointed  indiscriminately. 

So  I  hopped  up  on  my  soap  box  and  ex¬ 
plained  to  him  how  our  system  works: 
that  the  Bishop  meets  with  his  Cabinet 
(all  the  District  Superintendents)  — 
usually  a  number  of  times  —  prior  to 
Annual  Conference,  carefully  weighing  all 
the  feedback  from  representatives  from 
the  churches  throughout  the  conference  in 
a  sincere  effort  to  place  pastors  where 
their  ministry  will  be  the  most  effective. 
Transfers  are  kept  at  a  minimum,  and 
this  is  done  only  when  it  seems  to  be  the 
best  course  of  action  for  all  concerned. 

My  friend’s  misconceptions  of  the  way 
in  which  our  ministers  are  assigned  has 
caused  me  to  wonder  how  many  other 
“outsiders”  (or  even  persons  within  our 
church  for  that  matter)  are  unaware  of 
how  our  very  successful  system  works. 

Now  retired,  I  have  been  a  Methodist 
for  all  of  my  adult  life  and  I  have  always 
felt  that  the  way  in  which  our  pastors  are 
appointed  to  their  churches  is  the  most 
democratic  process  yet  devised.  It  is  one 
of  the  reasons  I  am  proud  to  be  a  United 
Methodist. 

Floyd  Culver 

Ponca  City,  Oklahoma 


1  CLASSIFIED 

ONE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO'S  oldest  residence  clubs 

for  women  is  seeking  a  refined  woman  with  strong 
administrative  and  management  skills  to  be  the  head 
receptionist  Duties:  evening  receptionist. 
Responsible  for  operating  switchboard,  training! 
modifying  and  scheduling  the  receptionists.  Private 
suite,  meals  and  salary  Relocate  to  San  Francisco. 
Nob  Hill  area  Position  open  9-1-82  Respond  to: 
Mary  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush  St..  San  Francisco 

CA  94109 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  GULFSIDE 
ASSEMBLY,  a  church  related  assembly  grounds  of 
approximately  100  acres  fronting  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  about  sixty  miles  from  New  Orleans,  La.,  in 
Waveland,  Miss,  Minimum  requirements  are 
Bachelor's  degree  and  five  years  of  experience  in 
program  planning,  public  relations  and 
administration  in  lieu  of  the  BA  degree.  Interested 
parties  may  receive  more  information  by  writing  to 
W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  4625  Lindell,  s420,  St.  Louis.  MO 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christi.  TX  78403. 

63108.  Application  deadline  is  Sept.  55, 1982. 

EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  for  young,  fast-growing 
Houston  suburban  church.  1,600  members  in  5  years. 
Sunday  School  450  with  possibility  of  doubling.  Need 
creative,  able  person  to  grow  with  church.  Salary 
open.  Send  resume  to  Rev  Wayne  Day,  Klein  UMC, 
5920  FM  2920,  Spring,  TX  77373  (713  )  353-8202. 

FULL  TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE  IMMEDI¬ 
ATELY:  Organist  and  Music  Director/Director  of 
Christian  Education  Bachelor's  Degree  required 
Experience  desired  in  above  areas  with  special 
emphasis  in  youth  work.  For  application  and  further 
information  send  resume  to:  Highland  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.0  Box  37.  Colonial  Heights,  VA 
23834 

i982  WORLD'S  FAIR  —  Rent  a  Smokey  Mountain 

Chalet  or  apartment  convenient  to  the  Fair  for  less 
than  motel  room  with  Methodist  discount.  Free 
brochure.  Chamberlains,  4305  McCampbel)  Ln.. 
Knoxville.  TN  37918.  (615  )  688-5506. 

EVANGELISM  AND  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  worker 
wanted  Lay  or  clergy  may  apply  for  this  position  at 
Salem  UMC  in  California's  Central  Valley  Write: 
Salem  UMC.  345  E.  Elm  Street.  Lodi.  CA  35240  for  job 
description 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 
TRIP  with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen.  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  901  Clay  St.,  Houston,  Texas  77002 

BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR,  part-time  experi¬ 
enced  in  administrative,  accounting  and  personnel 
management.  Send  resume  to  Search  Committee 
Seminole  United  Methodist  Church.  5400  Seminole 
Boulevard,  Seminole.  FL  33542.  Ideal  position  for 
qualified  retiree.  i 

14th  ANNUAL  INDIA  TOUR.  Oct.  12-Nov.  9.  1982. 
Visit  Delhi,  Kashmir,  Punjab,  Agra,  Hyderabad, 
Madras,  Kerala.  Bangalore.  Bombay;  Visit  institu¬ 
tions.  Meet  Government  and  Church  leaders  28  days 
—  $2,850  Includes  all  meals  (Except  Bangalore 
MAPi  Medical  people  may  join  ICCP  meeting  in 
Bangalore  Contact:  Charles  Reynolds.  Ludhiana 
Christian  Medical  College  Board.  Suite  246,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115  Phone  (212) 
870-2641 

FOR  SALE  BELLS,  Carillons,  Chimes,  Hand  Bells. 
Towers.  Contact  J.  Bernen  Minter,  2817  Brookdale 
Avenue.  Louisville.  KY 40220.  (502  )  459-3223. 

WANTED  Director  of  Christian  Education,  please 
call  or  send  resume  to.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  100  Southeast  2ndAve.,  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 
33301,  Attn:  Mrs,  Carol  Eldridge  (306  )  463-3758. 

FOR  RENT  Aug.  14-Sept  our  home  4  miles  from 
Estes  Park,  Colo.,  near  YMCA  of  the  Rockies.  Sleeps 

8  Phone  Lois  Pratt  (303  )  482-0185,  1904  Orchard  PI 

Ft.  Collins.  CO  80521.  j 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves 
You,"  19<;  100,  $18.00  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,"  21«  < 
100,  $20.00.  Poems,  "Cross  in  My  Pocket."  2 1  PIib 
postage.  Crosses  -  2. 1313  Falls  Church.  Raleigh,  NC 
27609 

THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 

residential  maternity  care  Call  loll  free  -  outside 
Texas.  1-800-255-9612.  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103;  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road.  San  Antonio,  TX  78240. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  including  Rome.  Athens.  Egypt, 
Israel.  July  28  -  Aug.  16, 1982.  $2,079.00  Group  hosted 
by  District  Superintendent,  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence. 
4192  Tattenham  Way,  Boise,  ID  83704  ^ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  on  theCouncil  on  Ministries 
staff  of  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference,  San 
Antonio,  Texas.  Associate  Director  in  charge  of  Age 
Level  and  Family  Ministries  position.  Must  be 
accredited  as  a  Christian  Educator.  $20,000 
(negotiable)  Inquire:  Dr  William  M.  Harris, 
Council  Director,  P  O  Box  28098,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78284  (  512  )  432-7875. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  ACTIVITIES  wanted 
to  develop  total  recreation  ministry  for  2,000- 
member  church  in  new  Christian  Life  Center  Send 
resume  and  salary  requirements  to  Rev  William 
Tomlin.  Brentwood  United  Methodist  Church.  Brent¬ 
wood.  TN  37027  (615)373-3663 
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Men  seize  Scouting  opportunity 

UMM president  sees  evangelism  among  boys ,  parents  as  benefit 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

MADILL,  Okla.  —  When  the  national 
organization  of  United  Methodist  Men 
took  on  Scouting  as  a  special  project 
recently  and  when  Dale  Waymire  agreed 
to  chair  the  new  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Scouting  Ministry  a  lot  of 
things  fell  naturally  into  place. 

Mr.  Waymire,  a  multi-faceted 
businessman  and  rancher  here,  is  also 
national  president  of  United  Methodist 
Men.  And  he  has  30  years’  Scouting 
experience,  starting  with  his  own 
induction  in  1944  as  a  Scout  in  Seminole, 
Okla.  He  has  too  many  other  church  and 
Scouting  offices  and  titles  to  list,  but  one 
could  hardly  better  epitomize  the  cross¬ 
fertilization  of  church  and  Scouting. 

Thus  it’s  easy  for  him  to  declare, 
“When  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
(of  which  he  is  a  member)  came  to 
United  Methodist  Men  and  asked  us  to 
take  on  Scouting  as  a  project,  we  saw  it 
not  as  a  problem  but  as  an  opportunity. 

“It’s  a  fine  opportunity  for  the  church 
to  do  evangelism  and  to  contact  boys, 
and  sometimes  their  parents,  that  might 
never  be  contacted  any  other  way.  And, 
besides,  men  ought  to  empathize  with 
boys  and  have  a  chance  to  help  them." 

Men  asked  to  ‘take  over’ 

The  request  for  UMM  to  “take  over” 
Scouting  came  after  the  Discipleship 
board,  in  a  streamlining  reorganization  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  closed  its  part-time 
office  for  Scouting.  Discipleship  board 
executives  asked  their  own  Section  on 
United  Methodist  Men  to  develop  “an 
emphasis”  on  Scouting. 

An  ad  hoc  committee  on  Scouting  met 
twice  in  early  1982.  Mr.  Waymire  was 
elected  chairman.  Other  members 
included  conference  UMM  presidents 
and  professional  Scouters  who  are  also 
United  Methodists.  The  UMM  section’s 
staff  leader,  Jim  Snead,  is  a  former 
Scout  field  executive,  so  he  brought  an 
invaluable  double  identity. 

Coincidentally,  the  national  United 
Methodist  Men  had  started  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Foundation  with  Mr.  Waymire  as 
its  president.  The  new  foundation  was 


looking  for  national  projects  which 
United  Methodist  Men  could  sponsor  and 
fund,  so  the  opportunity  to  “invest"  in 
Scouting  was  perfectly  timed. 

Mr.  Waymire  has  no  trouble 
identifying  the  reason  why  the  programs 
meshed  so  naturally.  “We  had  a  lot  of 
enthusiastic  United  Methodist  Scouters 
who,  as  soon  as  they  heard  about  this 
request  of  us,  said,  ‘That’s  where  we 
ought  to  be.’  And  we  have  met  almost  no 
resistance." 

Interestingly,  both  Scouting  in  general 
(see  accompanying  story)  and  United 
Methodist  Men  had  been  in  something  of 
a  doldrums  through  the  1970s.  As  Mr. 
Waymire  puts  it,  United  Methodist  Men 
had  “died”  in  many  annual  conferences 
—  but  not  all!  “It  wasn’t  allowed  to  die  in 
a  lot  of  conferences.  So  we  brought  it 
back  and  decided  to  have  some  projects 
that  could  get  United  Methodist  men 
active  and  interested  in  their  own 
organization  again. " 

In  addition  to  taking  on  the  Scouting 
program  United  Methodist  Men  also 
funds  an  incoming  WATS  telephone 
prayer  line  at  the  Board  of  Discipleship's 
Upper  Room  Chapel  in  Nashville. 

Scouting’s  two  top  national  officers 
are,  coincidentally.  United  Methodists. 
They  are  Ed  Joullian,  national  volunteer 
president  and  an  Oklahoma  City  oilman, 
and  Jim  Tarr,  chief  Scouter  and  staff 
leader  at  national  headquarters  in 
Irving,  Tex.  Thus  there  was  a  receptive 
audience  when  Mr.  Snead  and  others 
made  them  a  proposition:  You  lend  us  a 
man  and  we’ll  raise  some  money. 

Scouting  staff  member  Ernest  Wilson 
is  on  loan  to  the  Section  on  United 
Methodist  Men  for  six  months.  The  men 
pay  his  room  and  board  in  Nashville  and 
provide  him  office  space.  He  remains  on 
Scouting’s  national  payroll.  His  goal  is  to 
raise  $1  million  as  a  long-range  endow¬ 
ment  to  fund  a  full-time  United  Methodist 
Scouting  ministry  office. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  contacting  individuals 
and  foundations  —  or,  as  Mr.  Waymire 
puts  it,  “anyone  of  Methodist  per¬ 
suasion.”  All  his  solicitations  are  outside 
regular  annual  conference  and  general 
church  budgets.  He  also  is  leading  train¬ 
ing  sessions  for  United  Methodist 


Scouters  at  local  district,  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  national  levels.  Mr.  Wilson,  a 
UM  layman,  emphasized  that  the  church 
must  see  Scouting  as  a  form  of  ministry. 

Complete  with  “patch” 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Scouting  Ministry  also  knows  how  to  go 
after  the  “little  money.”  The  committee 
authorized  establishing  the  National 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
Scouters.  Like  any  other  good  Scouting 
organization,  it  had  a  special  cloth 
“patch”  designed  and  produced.  The 
new  patches  sell  for  $10  each,  which 


includes  membership  in  the  new  associa¬ 
tion. 

When  some  of  United  Methodism's 
Scouting  leaders  were  in  training  early 
this  summer  at  the  Boy  Scouts’  Philmont 
Ranch  in  New  Mexico,  two  inveterate 
Scouting  “patch  collectors”  —  it’s  an  old 
hobby  among  Scouters  —  saw  the  UM 
Scouters’  patches  and  paid  $10  each  to 
buy  patches  of  their  own. 

It  turns  out  they  are  both  Roman 
Catholics.  But,  as  Mr.  Waymire  says 
with  a  hearty  Scout  laugh,  “We’ll  take 
anybody’s  money  and  sign  ’em  up  if 
they're  interested  in  Scouting  and  are  ‘of 
Methodist  persuasion.’  ” 


Religious  ties  are  vital 
part  of  youth  program 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
IRVING,  Tex.  —  The  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  are  counting  on  strengthening 
their  all-important  ties  with  the  nation’s 
religious  community  as  they  introduce 
four  programs  this  fall  in  an  attempt  to 
make  Scouting  “more  relevant  and 
appealing  to  modern  youth.  " 

Forty-seven  percent  of  all  Scouting 
units  are  affiliated  with  religious 
organizations,  and  42  percent  of  the 
movement’s  youth  members  are  in  those 
religious-affiliated  Scouting  units  (see 
related  tables). 


More  than  100  years  of  Scouting  activity  is  represented  in  these  two  men.  Dale 
Waymire  (left)  is  national  chairman  of  the  new  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Scouting  Ministry.  He  recently  visited  C.  C.  Lutz,  who  was  his  first  Scoutmaster  back 
in  1944.  On  the  table  is  Mr.  Lutz'  own  first  Boy  Scout  handbook,  dating  to  1911,  only  a 
year  after  Scouting  was  organized  in  this  country. 
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And  Scouting  officials  at  national 
headquarters  in  this  Dallas  suburb 
acknowledge  that  religious  affiliation 
with  Scouting  has  slipped.  Religious 
affiliation  once  accounted  for  60  percent 
of  the  Scouting  units  At  47  percent  it  is 
still  the  highest  single  category.  It  is 
followed  by  community  organizations 
such  as  service  clubs  (Rotary,  Lions, 
etc.)  with  32  percent  of  the  Scouting  units 
and  educational  institutions  (schools, 
parent-teacher  organizations,  etc.)  with 
21  percent. 

At  least  three  full-time  staff  members 
at  headquarters  here  have  direct 
assignments  for  relations  with  religious 
groups. 

The  staff  member  primarily 
responsible  for  relations  with  Protestant 
churches  and  denominations  is  the  Rev. 
Bill  McCleery,  a  member  of  United 
Methodism’s  West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference,  a  veteran  of  12  years’ 
professional  Scouting  work  and  2Vfe  years 
in  the  Protestant  relations  job. 

Mr.  McCleery  told  the  Reporter  that 
Scouting  no  longer  uses  the  terminology 
“sponsor”  or  “sponsoring  organization” 
when  referring  to  the  group  —  church, 
civic  club,  school,  etc.  —  which  is  related 
to  a  Scout  unit. 

Rather,  he  said,  the  new  term  is 
“user.”  Thus  a  local  church  becomes  a 
“user”  of  the  Scouting  program. 

“This,”  he  explained,  “helps  get  away 
from  the  concept  of  Scouting  as  just  a 
bunch  of  boys  that  the  church  ‘sponsors' 
and  who  get  together  every  Tuesday 


night  in  the  church  basement.  This 
encourages  the  church  to  think  of  ways  to 
use  Scouting  as  a  part  of  its  youth 
ministry  and  as  a  part  of  its  thrust  in 
ministry  to  the  whole  family.” 

Mr.  McCleery  said  that  the  newly- 
formed  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Scouting  Ministry  (see  related  story)  is 
the  only  one  of  its  kind,  related  to  a 
general  agency  of  the  church.  Its  purpose 
is  to  integrate  Scouting  into  the  total 
ministry  of  a  local  church  through  a 
denomination-wide  emphasis. 

Other  national  denominational  groups 
with  similar  ideals  but  different 
structure  are  the  National  Lutheran 
Association  of  Scouters,  related  to  the 
Lutheran  Council  in  the  U.S.A.  and  not  to 
any  one  Lutheran  synod,  and  the 
Association  of  Baptists  for  Scouting, 
made  up  primarily  of  Southern  Baptists 
but  with  representatives  from  six  major 
Baptist  conventions. 

“Several  other  denominations  are 
trying  to  organize  Scouting  committees 
or  associations,”  Mr.  McCleery  said. 

Scouting’s  four  new  programs  have  no 
more  or  less  religious  overtones  than  its 
traditional  Cub,  Scout  and  Explorer 
programs. 

•  Tiger  Cubs,  a  first-time  program  for 
the  seven-year-old  boy  and  a  parent  or 
other  accompanying  adult.  This  is 
Scouting’s  first  program  for  youth  under 
age  8.  The  only  “uniform”  is  an  iron-on 
emblem,  and  there  are  no  “badges”  or 
“ranks”  that  mark  traditional  Cub 
Scouting  or  Boy  Scouting. 

•  Prepared  for  Today,  a  program  for 
all  children  ages  6-11,  girls  and  boys,  non- 
member  as  well  as  Scouts.  This  project  is 
intended  to  help  children  be  more  self- 
reliant  and  is  described  as  “especially 
useful  for  children  who  spend  time  alone, 
such  as  after  school,  or  who  supervise 
younger  brothers  or  sisters.  " 

•  An  enrichment  plan  for  the  second- 
year  (Bear)  Cub  Scout  to  help  maintain 
enthusiasm  and  motivation.  Research 
showed  that  boys  age  9  wanted  “more 
action  and  less  talk  in  Scouting,"  and  too 
many  boys  were  being  lost  from  the 
second  year  of  Cub  Scouting.  An 
expanded  list  of  activities  is  in  four 
categories:  God,  country,  family  and 
self. 

•  Aggressive  marketing  of  the  Explorer 
program  which  serves  men  and  women 
ages  14-20.  Exploring  is  acknowledged  as 
the  least-known  Scouting  program.  Most 
Explorer  posts  are  organized  around  a 
career  specialty,  such  as  computers,  law 
enforcement,  or  medicine. 


GHAZIYE,  Lebanon  —  Abu  Nidal,  a  Palestinian  refugee,  holds  one  of  his  six 
children  on  July  19,  as  he  sits  in  a  school  playground  which  has  become  a  shelter 
for  his  family  and  other  homeless  people.  Mr.  Nidal’s  home  was  destroyed  in 
recent  fighting  between  Israeli  and  Palestinian  forces.  The  refugees  have  been 
waiting  at  the  facility  for  aid  to  come  from  international  organizations. 
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Relief  agencies  deny 
signing  anti -Israel  ad 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Six  agencies 
involved  in  Lebanon  relief  work, 
including  two  church  groups,  say 
their  names  were  used  without 
permission  in  an  anti-Israel  newspaper 
advertisement  which  could  damage 
their  relief  efforts. 

The  full-page  ad  appeared  in  the 
New  York  Times  and  other  major 
newspapers  across  the  nation. 

“We  deplore  violence  but  we  are  not 
taking  sides  in  the  political  dispute," 
the  agencies  said  in  a  joint  statement 
stressing  their  neutrality. 

“Without  our  impartial  status, 
agencies  such  as  ours  would  not  be 
able  to  perform  the  public  mission 
entrusted  to  us:  delivering 
emergency  disaster  aid  and 
reconstruction  assistance  wherever  it 
is  needed,  to  whoever  needs  it." 

The  full -page  ad,  headlined  “The 
People  of  Lebanon  Innocent  Victims 
of  a  Senseless  War,”  was  sponsored 
by  a  group  calling  itself  "Concerned 
Americans  for  Peace.”  But  the  group 
has  yet  to  be  identified.  The  ad  listed  a 
Los  Angeles  post  office  box  number, 
which  was  found  to  be  nonexistent. 

Listed  at  the  bottom  of  the  ad,  in  the 
space  where  co-sponsors  normally 
are  identified,  were  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  U.  S. 
Committee  for  UNICEF,  American 
Red  Cross,  Church  World  Service  of 


the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
CARE,  and  Save  the  Children 
Federation. 

Leaders  of  the  six  agencies,  in  a 
joint  statement  sent  to  editors  of  the 
newspapers,  emphatically  dis¬ 
associated  themselves  from  the  ad. 
Signers  included  the  Rev.  Paul  F. 
McCleary,  executive  director  of 
Church  World  Service,  and  Asia  A. 
Bennett,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Quaker  group. 

“We  are  dismayed  that  a  series  of 
political  advertisements  appeared  in 
the  U.S.  press  (July  11)  associating 
the  names  of  our  agencies  with  direct 
criticism  of  one  of  the  parties  ( Israel) 
in  the  current  Lebanese  conflict,”  the 
letter  said,  asserting  that  the  sponsor 
"did  not  have  permission  to  use  our 
names." 

The  ad  speaks  of  the  “merciless 
killing”  and  the  “heartrending  tale  of 
human  suffering  and  anguish”  caused 
by  the  “invasion  of  Lebanon  by  an 
insensitive  Israel."  The  ad  ends  with 
a  list  of  the  six  agencies,  said  to  be 
among  groups  channeling  aid  to  “the 
war-ravaged  people  of  Lebanon.  " 

While  the  ad  doesn’t  actually  say 
the  six  agencies  sponsored  or 
endorsed  the  ad,  readers  would  have 
difficulty  not  concluding  that  they  had 
done  so  from  the  layout  of  the  ad. 


Local  churches  solve  Kansas  home’s  problems 


People  in  the  news 


Church  couples  wed  50-plus  years 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

McCOOK,  Neb.  —  The  “Guinness 
Book  of  Records"  may  want  to 
consider  this  one:  The  1,300-member 
United  Methodist  Church  here  has  35 
couples  who  have  been  married  50 
years  or  more. 

Or,  as  an  insert  in  the  church 
bulletin  figured  it  last  Mother’s  Day 
when  the  couples  were  given  special 
recognition,  there’s  1,961  years  of 
marriage  among  the  70  men  and 
women. 

Frank  and  Hazel  Hoyt  are  the 
“individual”  leaders.  They’ve  been 
married  71  years,  and  both  were  in 
church  the  day  the  group  was 
honored.  Then  there  were  seven 
couples  each  married  60  years  or 
more,  and  the  other  27  couples  had 
been  married  between  50  and  59 
years. 

The  Rev.  Merwyn  Davidson,  senior 
pastor,  asked  the  long-wed  couples  to 
share  some  of  their  secrets.  These 
were  among  their  responses : 


•  •  • 


•  “Like”  as  well  as  “love”  your 
mate  .  .  .  mutual  respect .  .  .  absolute 
trust. 

•Christ  must  be  the  head  of  a  happy 
home  .  .  .  respect  and  love  for  each 
other. 

•Use  these  words  often:  I  was 
wrong,  I  am  sorry,  I  love  you  .  .  . 
never  go  to  sleep  without  a  good  night 
kiss  .  .  .  both  acquire  a  sense  of 
humor. 

•Raised  by  Christian  parents  .  . 
live  Christian  life  .  .  .  raise  children 
for  Christ.  .  .  always  put  God  first. 

Mr.  Davidson  told  the  Reporter 
there  are  no  particular  secrets  to 
either  long  life  or  long  marriages  in  his 
community.  McCook  is  a  county  seat 
town  90  miles  from  the  Colorado  line 
and  25  miles  from  Kansas.  Formerly 
a  farming  community,  it  has  acquired 
several  factories  so  that  his 
congregation  now  has  only  about  100 
farmers  or  members  of  farm 
families. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

_ _ _ / 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

TOPEKA  —  The  Kansas  East 
Conference  has  reported  a  near-total 
turnaround  for  its  financially-troubled 
United  Methodist  Homes  for  the  Aged, 
Inc. 

The  turnaround  resulted  from  special 
offerings  from  local  churches  totaling 
just  over  $600,000,  a  re-allocation  of  the 
annual  conference  operating  budget  and 
withdrawal  of  some  conference  reserve 
funds  totaling  nearly  $400,000. 

This  $1  million  helped  pay  off  the 
balance  of  a  $4.1  million  construction 
loan  whose  interest  rate,  pegged  at  two 
percent  above  the  “prime"  rate,  had 
briefly  hit  23  percent. 

The  high  interest  rates,  in  turn,  had 
pinched  the  homes  agency  two  ways.  It 
diverted  income  which  was  needed  for 
operating  costs  and,  indirectly,  it 
prevented  would-be  residents  of  the  new 
retirement  home  units  from  selling  their 


own  homes  and  moving  into  the  home’s 
apartments. 

Two  special  sessions  of  the  annual 
conference  in  1981  —  one  in  February, 
another  in  April  —  approved  the 
emergency  financing.  The  conference 
also  assumed  liability  for  $1.2  million  in 
so-called  “life  care”  obligations  which 
had  been  sold  to  residents  under  a  plan 
later  discontinued. 

The  homes  actually  consist  of  two 
“campuses"  some  nine  miles  apart.  The 
newer  “campus,”  Aldersgate  Village, 
has  18  years  remaining  on  its  20-year 
mortgage.  But  it  is  at  a  fixed  rate  of  10 
percent,  and  conference  officials  are  in 
no  hurry  to  pay  it  off  since  the  rate  is  well 
under  current  market. 

The  older  “campus,"  known  as  the 
United  Methodist  Home,  has  a 
residential  capacity  of  about  230. 
Aldersgate  Village  has  a  residential 
capacity  of  about  180  and  a  health  center 


offering  skilled-nursing  care,  medical 
and  dental  clinics,  physical  therapy, 
podiatry  and  other  health  services  with 
58-bed  capacity. 

In  place  of  the  “life-care”  contracts, 
the  homes  have  switched  to  an  entrance 
fee  of  $4,000  per  apartment  unit.  Monthly 
charges  are  typically  $390  for  such 
services  as  housekeeping,  security,  lawn 
care,  snow  removal,  and  $260  for  a  one- 
bedroom  rental. 

Operating  economies  were  reported  in 
increasing  the  nurse/patient  ratio  and 
installing  efficiencies  in  the  food  service. 

The  turnaround  impressed  officials  of 
the  W.  S.  and  E.  C.  Jones  Trust  enough 
that  they  gave  Aldersgate  Village 
$450,000.  Conference  and  UM  Homes 
officials  say  they  hope  to  raise  additional 
donations  so  they  can  consider  building 
more  residential  units  at  Aldersgate 
Village.  They  reason  that  with 
“common"  services  such  as  streets. 


Growing  churches  follow  4  principles 


BLOOMSBURG,  Pa.  (RNS)  -  Do  you 
want  your  church  to  grow?  An  official  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  says 
growing  churches  almost  universally 
show  four  characteristics,  and  that 
proper  planning  can  help  churches 
develop  those  characteristics. 

The  Rev.  George  G.  Hunter,  assistant 
general  secretary  of  the  section  on 
evangelism  of  the  denomination's  board 
of  discipleship  in  Nashville,  gave  the 
advice  during  the  keynote  address  to  the 
recent  Central  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference. 

Dr.  Hunter  said  that  his  studies  show  at 
least  three  of  the  principles  are  almost 
always  present  in  growing  churches. 

He  said  a  growing  church  1 1 )  seeks  out 
members  from  the  groups  most 
receptive  to  their  message,  (2)  seeks  out 
the  relatives  and  friends  of  converts, 
(3)  divides  into  segments  that  are  more 
able  to  reach  new  converts  and  (4)  tries 
to  speak  to  people  in  their  own  language. 


Citing  examples  of  how  the  principles 
have  been  applied  throughout  history, 
Dr.  Hunter  noted  that  early  Christians 
identified  gentile  “God  fearers”  who 
believed  in  the  Jewish  scriptures  as 
people  who  were  particularly  receptive 
to  the  gospel.  Then  they  sought  them  out 
and  won  them  to  the  newly-formed 
church,  Dr.  Hunter  said. 

The  success  of  the  church  at  Corinth 
was  at  least  partially  due  to  the  fact  that 
it  divided  into  a  number  of  smaller  house 
churches,  rather  than  staying  together  in 
one  larger  church.  Because  of  this,  each 
of  the  churches  was  able  to  attract  a 
certain  segment  of  the  city’s  population 
to  its  ranks,  he  said. 

Dr.  Hunter  said  that  one  of  the  reasons 
John  Wesley,  founder  of  Methodism,  was 
so  successful  was  that  he  identified 
groups  in  society  who  were  ready  to 
respond  to  the  gospel,  and  spent  most  of 
his  time  preaching  to  them. 

In  the  last  century,  the  Methodist 


Episcopal  Church,  a  forerunner  of  the 
United  Methodists,  experienced  rapid 
growth  under  C.  C.  McCabe,  Dr.  Hunter 
said. 

This  religious  leader  of  the  1870s 
devised  strategies  that  employed  these 
principles  of  church  growth,  said  Dr. 
Hunter.  As  a  result,  the  denomination 
grew  at  a  rate  of  one  to  two  churches  a 
day,  said  Dr.  Hunter. 

The  effective  application  of  the 
techniques  these  early  church  leaders 
unknowingly  employed  can  help  United 
Methodists  regain  the  “apostolic 
confidence"  that  characterizes  the  times 
when  churches  are  growing.  Dr.  Hunter 
said. 

The  continuous  formation  of  new  units 
is  especially  important,  he  said.  He  noted 
that  in  1980  every  denomination  that 
closed  more  churches  than  it  opened  lost 
members,  and  every  denomination 
that  opened  more  churches  than  it  closed 
gained  members. 


sewers,  dining  and  other  common  rooms 
already  in  place,  per-unit  costs  of  new 
construction  will  be  relatively 
inexpensive.  They  also  report  the  older 
facility  has  a  waiting  list  and  the  newer 
units  are  at  89  percent  occupancy,  with; 
rentals  on  other  units  already; 
committed. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  said  that  in  view  of 
the  bail-out  which  the  troubled  Pacific 
Homes  in  California,  Arizona  and  Hawaii 
had  gone  through,  he  had  been  asked 
frequently  when  “the  general  church’ * 
was  going  to  have  to  “bail  out”  the 
Kansas  East  conference  homes. 

But  he  reported  that  the  conference 
last  year  not  only  raised  the  additional  $1 
million  for  the  homes  but  also  paid  its 
World  Service  askings  10Q  percent  and 
gave  $20,000  to  Pacific  Homes. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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Sea  treaty  reversal  called  for 


Compiled  From  News  Stories 

WASHINGTON  —  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  Armstrong  has  called  on 
President  Reagan  to  reverse  his  decision 
to  withdraw  the  United  States  from  the 
Law  of  the  Sea  Trinity  process  in  a  letter 
sent  July  22. 

The  bishop,  writing  on  behalf  of  the 
governing  board  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  concerned  the  President’s 
July  9  announcement  that  the  U.S.  will 
not  sign  the  treaty,  adopted  April  30  after 
nine  years  of  negotiations  by  150  nations. 
He  said  that  while  most  of  the  treaty’s 
provisions  are  acceptable  to  the  U.S., 
certain  points  are  not,  and  particularly 
those  on  deep  seabed  mining. 

The  U.S.  will  continue  as  an  observer 
at  a  technical  level  to  involve  “only  those 


provisions  that  serve  the  United  States’ 
interests,"  the  President  said. 

The  bishop  wrote  that  many 
Americans  believe  the  treaty  is 
“essential  precisely  because  it  protects 
U.S.  foreign  policy  interest  in 
guaranteeing  the  rule  of  law  over  two- 
thirds  of  the  earth’s  surface.  As  the 
world’s  greatest  maritime  power,  the 
U.S.  has  a  stake  in  the  treaty’s  provi¬ 
sions.” 

Bishop  Armstrong,  president  of  the 
council,  said  Christians  have  affirmed 
through  the  years  the  Biblical  message 
that  the  Creation  “is  a  gift  of  God  for  all 
people  that  dwell  therein  ...  We  are  to  be 
held  accountable  as  stewards  of  this  gift 
to  assure  that  it  serves  all  people  and  is 
preserved  for  future  generations.” 


United  Methodists  have  been  involved 
in  the  treaty  process  for  a  decade 
through  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  1980  General  Conference 
supported  a  “just  and  equitable  treaty” 
and  said  that  “Nowhere  is  .  .  .  (the)  need 
greater  than  in  relation  to  the  sea”  for 
“ repent (ance)  of  our  devastation  of  the 
physical  and  non-human  world ...” 

The  treaty  covers  such  points  as 
navigation  and  overflight,  maritime 
commerce,  access  to  sea  resources  such 
as  oil,  gas,  fisheries,  deep  sea  bed 
minerals,  environmental  protection, 
marine  research,  the  rights  of 
landlocked  nations  and  agreement  to 
pursue  peaceful  settlement  of  virtually 
every  type  of  oceans-related  dispute. 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  This  is  the  second 
of  a  series  of  articles  on  global  Christian 
mission  and  its  future,  based  on  the 
issues  and  questions  raised  recently 
during  a  consultation  at  the  Overseas 
Ministries  Study  Center.  The  focus  of  this 
and  several  successive  articles  is  on  the 
different  approaches  to  mission  being 
advocated  by  mission  leaders. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VENTNOR,  N.J.  -  While  United 
Methodists  and  other  Christians  tend  to 
agree  that  witnessing  for  Jesus  Christ  is 
central  to  mission,  they  tend  to  disagree 

—  sometimes  fiercely  —  on  the  best 
approach  or  the  most  timely  emphasis. 

The  UMC’s  mission  chief  calls  that 
disagreement  “a  lack  of  clarity  among 
United  Methodists  about  the  mission  task 
of  the  ‘80s.”  The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent 
of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  told  the  Reporter  this  lack  of 
clarity  is  hampering  the  denomination’s 
mission  work. 

But  United  Methodists  are  not  alone 
among  Christians  wondering  what 
should  be  the  top  priority  for  mission. 
Recently,  some  200  North  American  and 
Third  World  mission  leaders  —  including 
conservative  evangelicals,  Roman 
Catholics  and  mainline  Protestants  —  at 
a  high-level  consultation  here  at  the 
Overseas  Ministry  Study  Center 
discussed  the  question.  They  debated  the 
different  —  and  sometimes  contradictory 

—  “controlling  principles”  of  mission 
today. 

Advocates  of  each  approach  presented 
arguments  why  their  principle  should 
guide  mission  for  the  years  immediately 
ahead.  These  approaches  include: 
reaching  new  frontiers;  evangelism/ 
church  growth;  mutuality/interdepen- 
dence  of  churches;  liberation/solidarity 
with  the  poor;  and  Christian  presence/ 
dialogue. 

Reaching  new  frontiers 

“Finishing  up  where  we  have  not  yet 
been”  with  the  Gospel  message  is  a 
resurging  interest  among  many 


men.  including  a  Buddhist  priest,  looking  through  a  church 
window  in  Peking  —  sometime  between  1900  and  1925  —  records  an  earlier  era  of 
Christian  mission  outreach  to  frontier  areas. 

The  majority  of  the  world’s  peoples  who  have  not  heard  the  Gospel  message  live  in 
Asian  nations  and  are  the  focus  of  a  resurgent  mission  movement.  But  Chinese 
Christians  are  not  looking  for  missionaries  from  outside;  they  say  the  Chinese  people 
should  learn  of  Christ  through  Chinese  Christians. 

A  collection  of  some  250.000  pictures  chronicling  an  earlier  era  of  mission  is  held  by 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  This  picture  is  part  of  that  collection. 
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Bishop  Armstrong  writes 


Christians  —  one  to  which  many  are 
devoting  their  lives  —  said  Dr.  Ralph 
Winter  of  the  Center  for  World  Mission  in 
Pasadena,  Calif. 

Mission  guided  by  the  principle  of 
"reaching  the  unreached”  is  based  on 
Romans  15:20  where  St.  Paul  describes 
the  frontier  field  as  anywhere  Christ  is 
not  named.  The  challenge  of  evange¬ 
lizing  the  “unreached  people”  of  the 
world  was  strongly  reaffirmed  by  the 
Lausanne  Congress  on  World 
Evangelization  in  1974,  Dr.  Winter  Said, 
setting  in  motion  for  the  first  time  since 
1910  a  major  thrust  to  reach  new 
frontiers. 

This  challenge  has  also  been  taken  up 
by  some  United  Methodists.  The 
Evangelical  Missions  Council,  the 
missions  wing  of  the  unofficial  “Good 
News’’  movement,  is  suggesting  that  a 
whole  new  division  be  created  within  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  the 
purpose  of  “reaching  out  to  new  areas 
where  the  Gospel  has  not  been 
preached,”  according  to  the  Rev.  Virgil 
Maybray,  EMC  executive. 

He  said  this  would  not  conflict  with 
other  mission  activities,  and  would 
“save  for  the  church  hundreds  of 
dedicated,  highly  trained  young  people 
who  have  felt  the  call  of  God”  and  found 
it  necessary  to  work  through  non-UM 
para-church  agencies,  such  as  the 
Wycliffe  Translators,  the  Oriental 
Mission  Society,  World  Gospel  Mission, 
etc.  The  EMC  also  would  like  to  see  the 
proposed  division  become  a  recognized 
channel  for  UMC  giving  to  these 
agencies.  Several  of  these  para-church 
agencies  report  between  40  and  60 
percent  of  their  budget  comes  from 
United  Methodist  support. 

The  World  Methodist  Council’s 
creation  of  the  Institute  for  World 
Evangelism  at  Emory  University  in 
Atlanta  is  another  sign  of  Methodist 
interest  in  the  frontier  approach.  Dr. 
Alan  Walker,  director  of  World 
Evangelism  for  the  Council,  said,  “We 
must  remember  that  in  every  country 
there  are  millions  of  people  who  are 
outside  the  Christian  faith.”  The  center’s 
purpose  is  to  train  lay  people  and  pastors 
from  around  the  world  in  “how  to  make 
Christian  disciples.” 

Dr.  Nugent  has  said  on  repeated 
occasions  since  he  took  office  that  “new 
mission  opportunities  abound  every¬ 
where,  and  attempts  to  limit  the  shar¬ 
ing  of  the  Gospel  because  of  geography 
or  ideology  must  be  rejected.” 


3  billion  unevangelized 

Dr.  Winter  and  other  mission  experts 
estimate  that  some  3  billion  people  —  or 
three-quarters  of  the  world’s  population 
—  are  unevangelized. 

Of  these,  600  million  live  within  the 
“reasonable”  reach  or  sphere  of  existing 
churches.  That  leaves  2.4  billion  who 


Aired  Djawany  Djawany.  left  an  Australian  Aborigine,  was  one  of  the  Christians 
trained  during  the  first  Institute  on  World  Evangelism,  to  evangelize  others  in  his 
homeland.  The  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  right,  the  director  of  world  evangelism  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  said  that  persons  from  34  countries  participated  in  the  first 
seminar  in  evangelism  methods  held  at  the  Atlanta-based  Institute. 


would  have  to  be  reached  by  Christians 
from  other  areas  through  “cross- 
cultural”  mission. 

Within  that  2.4  billion.  Dr.  Winter’s 
Center  has  further  identified  some  16,750 
groups  which  are  further  sub-divided 
into  two  categories : 

“Hidden  peoples”  are  those  communi¬ 
ties  either  missed  by  some  200  years 
of  the  missionary  movement,  protected 
by  their  governments  from  contact  with 
missionaries,  or  who,  in  past  efforts, 
have  been  impervious  to  evangelization. 

The  so-called  “Hidden  peoples”  in¬ 
clude  the  great  masses  of  Buddhists  and 
Muslims  who  are  the  dominant  majority 
in  many  Asian  countries,  but  also 
smaller  groups  such  as  the  50,000  “Race 
Track  People”  in  the  United  States  or  the 
North  American  Indian  tribes. 

“Frontier  peoples”  are  distinct 
aboriginal,  tribal  and  animist  groups  in 
isolated  geographical  areas. 

Dr.  Winter  said  the  resurgence  of  the 
frontier  theme  has  particularly  appealed 
to  and  challenged  young  Christians  who 
believe  no  obstacle  is  so  formidable  that 
a  way  can’t  be  found  to  overcome  it. 

Obstacles  formidable 

The  “obstacles”  often  seem 
overwhelming,  he  said,  but  added  that 
“the  barriers  are  lower  now  than  at 
many  other  times  in  history.”  They 
include  the  fact  that  Islamic  govern¬ 
ments  usually  forbid  proselytizing 
and  conversion  to  another  faith;  that 
many  governments  do  not  want 
foreigners  trying  to  make  contact  wifh 
tribal  groups,  fearing  that  providing 
them  with  a  written  language  and 
literature  will  destroy  their  culture  or 
provide  them  with  new  cohesion  and 
political  power. 

Obstacles  also  may  include  living  down 
the  past  in  areas  where  the  cultural 
arrogance  on  the  part  of  early 


missionaries  lives  on,  he  said.  Or,  again, 
the  general  ineffectiveness  of  Christians 
to  approach  the  non-theistic  cultures  of 
Asia  —  where  60  percent  of  the  unreach¬ 
ed  reside  —  continues  to  bean  obstacle. 

Yet  another  obstacle  of  sorts  may  lie  in 
the  regions  being  discussed.  During  the 
consultation  at  Ventnor,  the  Rev.  Yap 
Kim  Hao  of  Singapore  who  heads  the 
Christian  Conference  of  Asia,  told  the 
Reporter,  “I  don’t  know  who  Dr.  Winter 
is  talking  about.  Efforts  have  already 
been  made  to  reach  all  these  peoples. 
They  are  inaccessible.  Even  nationals 
may  not  be  allowed  to  do  outreach  to 
other  areas  of  their  own  countries.” 


North  American  role  questioned 

A  cautionary  note  about  sending  North 
Americans  was  sounded  by  another  par¬ 
ticipant,  the  Rev.  Charles  Germany  of 
the  UMC’s  World  Division.  In  his  report 
to  division  directors  in  April  he  said,  “We 
hear  the  voice  of  Christians  in  other 
lands  who  claim  their  own  evangelical 
responsibilities  and  do  not  wish  the 
message  to  be  saddled  with  another 
overlay  of  predominantly  white,  Western 
images,”  he  said. 

Proponents  of  the  “frontier”  approach 
say  that  this  missionary  mandate  should 
not  be  left  up  to  North  Americans,  but 
must  be  a  world-wide  Christian  mandate. 
North  American  Christians  should 
respond  to  the  Great  Commission  just  as 
Christians  everywhere,  but  their 
response  in  some  areas  should  be  more  in 
terms  of  supporting  other  Third  World 
missionaries  who  don’t  suffer  from  the 
bias  against  North  Americans,  than  of 
going  themselves. 

Advocates  argue  that  United 
Methodism’s  traditional  commitment  to 
work  with  “colleague  churches”  need  not 
be  a  conflict  as  long  as  someone  is  taking 
the  Gospel  message  to  those  who  haven’t 
heard. 


the  church  today 

“Jubilee”  study  to  help  UMs 
return  to  their  heritage 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  “Jubilee,”  a 


set  of  study  resources  on  the  history, 
belief,  organization  and  mission  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  been 
produced  to  commemorate  the 
Bicentennial  of  American  Methodism. 

The  new  curriculum,  requested  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  Bicentennial 
Committee  and  authorized  by  the  1976 
General  Conference,  is  now  ready  for 
shipping  to  local  churches  for  use 
beginning  in  September. 

The  Rev.  Woodrow  A.  Geier,  editor  of 
the  new  units,  said,  “In  the  year  of 
Jubilee,  a  celebration  that  recurred 
every  half  century,  the  Jews  reasserted 
their  national  priorities.  They  set  before 
themselves  ideals  of  justice  that  had 
been  allowed  to  languish  and  witnessed 
to  the  truth  that  the  land  and  the  people 
on  it  belonged  to  God.” 

Pennies  from 
heaven?  No 

OWENSBORO,  Ky.  -  They  say  the 
streets  of  heaven  are  paved  with  gold 
and  the  road  to  hell  is  paved  with  good 
intentions.  But  the  parking  lot  of  St. 
John  United  Methodist  Church  here 
will  be  paved  with  pennies  —  in  a 
manner  of  speaking. 

The  congregation  is  collecting  a 
mile  of  pennies  —  84,480  of  them  —  to 
begin  paving  a  gravel  parking  lot 
behind  the  church. 

The  Rev.  John  Weber  said  it  will 
take  nearly  one  mile  of  pennies  — 
more  than  $8,000  —  to  pave  the  lot 
completely. 

“It’s  more  fun  this  way,"  he  said, 
“and  easier  to  ask  the  congregation  to 
dig  into  its  pockets  for  change  than  to 
ask  for  $8,000." 

“This  way  everybody  from  the 
small  children  to  the  senior  citizens 
can  have  a  part.  ” 

The  Louisville  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter  said,  “Although  it  hasn’t 
exactly  been  raining  pennies  from 
heaven  at  St.  John,  Mr.  Weber  rarely 
goes  by  the  plastic  keg  where  the 
pennies  are  deposited  without  finding 
some  money  in  it.” 


Dr.  Geier  said  “Jubilee”  is  a  term 
which  was  appreciated  by  the  Wesleys 
and  early  Methodists.  He  said  the  new 
resources  have  been  published  to  help 
United  Methodists  return  to  their 
inheritance. 

Colleagues  donate  their 
salaries  to  bereft  family 

ST.  PAUL  —  Five  Twin  Cities  area 
reading  specialists  teaching  this  summer 
at  United  Methodist-related  Hamline 
University  here  are  donating  their 
salaries  this  summer  to  the  family  of  a 
colleague,  the  late  Jim  Olson. 

Mr.  Olson,  40,  described  in  the 
Minnesota  United  Methodist  Reporter  as 
“a  beloved,  enthusiastic  and  innovative 
reading  specialist,”  drowned  in  early 
April. 

He  specialized  in  creating  the  desire  to 
read  in  students  and  was  to  share  his 
techniques  in  two  special  Hamline 
courses  for  reading  teachers  this 
summer.  Five  colleagues  volunteered  to 
collaborate  in  teaching  one  of  the  courses 
and  to  turn  over  their  salaries  to  Mr. 
Olson’s  wife  and  three  young  children. 

Deaf,  hearing  impaired 
UMs  prepare  petitions 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMNS)  -  More 
than  80  persons  attended  the  fourth 
United  Methodist  Congress  of  the  Deaf 
here  at  Temple  UMC  July  19-22. 

The  congress  is  a  membership 
organization  of  deaf  and  hearing 
impaired  United  Methodists. 

The  participants  prepared  two 
petitions  for  the  1984  General 
Conference.  The  first  asks  that  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
produce  curriculum  for  deaf  persons  of 
all  ages  and  discontinue  use  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  materials  which  are 
now  recommended  by  the  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee. 

The  second  calls  on  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  to  insure  that  all 
television  programs,  films  and 
audiovisual  aids  produced  within  the 
denomination  be  accessible  to  hearing 
impaired  persons  through  captioning  or 
interpretation. 

Hispanic  worship  focus 
of  international  event 

SAN  ANTONIO  (UMNS)  -  A  second 


International  Congress  on  Hispanic 
Worship  was  held  here  this  summer, 
attracting  about  70  persons  from  the 
United  States  and  six  Latin  American 
countries. 

Although  an  ecumenical  venture,  the 
congress  included  a  large  number  of 
United  Methodists  in  the  planning  and  on 
the  program.  Meeting  in  conjunction 
with  the  congress  was  the  United 
Methodist  task  force  which  is  putting 
final  touches  on  “Celebremos  2,”  a  96- 
page  songbook  to  be  released  by 
Discipleship  Resources  this  fall.  The  first 
“Celebremos”  book  contained  popular 
songs  known  as  “cortitas”;  the  second 
will  reflect  new  hymnody.  Raquel  Achon 
of  Los  Angeles  chairs  the  “Celebremos’' 
task  force. 


Cokesbury  consolidates 
shipping  to  3  sites 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  Aug.  l 
consolidated  warehouse  and  shipping 
operations  into  three  locations: 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  Park  Ridge,  Ill.,  and 
Burlingame,  Calif. 

The  move  is  part  of  a  program  to 
strengthen  Cokesbury’s  nationwide 
bookstore  and  mail  order  services, 
according  to  Thomas  E.  Carpenter, 
senior  vice  president  of  Cokesbury. 

Key  to  the  plan  is  a  new  computerized 
system  of  inventory  control  and  order 
fulfillment  which  is  now  installed  and 
working. 

Cokesbury  customers  in  Alabama, 
Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Mississippi, 
Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Virginia,  Arkansas,  Louisiana, 
New  Mexico,  Oklahoma  and  Texas  will 
send  mail  orders  to  Nashville. 

Those  customers  in  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Nebraska, 
North  Dakota,  Ohio,  South  Dakota, 
Wisconsin,  Colorado,  Montana, 
Wyoming,  Kansas,  Missouri, 
Connecticut,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Washington,  D.C. 
and  West  Virginia  will  send  mail  orders 
to  Park  Ridge. 

The  Burlingame  center  will  receive 
orders  from  Alaska,  Arizona,  California, 
Hawaii,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Oregon,  Utah 
and  Washington  state. 
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Wesley  UMC  Burns  Mortgage 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  L.  Haynes,  Jr.  led  the 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Ceremony  of  Mortgage  Burning  on 
Sunday,  May  23, 1982.  The  mortgage  was 
burned  by  Dr.  G.  Leon  Netterville  with 
Mrs.  Adele  Jackson,  Ms.  Betty  L. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Salton  Fleet,  Mrs.  I.  M. 
Herson,  Mr.  J.  H.  Nobles  and  the 
Reverend  Carl  Wethers  looking  on. 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  was 


built  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  L.  L. 
Haynes,  Jr.  in  1966.  A  Ceremony  of 
Dedication  was  conducted  by  Bishop  J. 
Kenneth  Shamblin,  District  Super¬ 
intendent  Moses  T.  Jackson,  Dr.  L. 
L.  Haynes,  Sr.,  Dr.  L  L.  Haynes,  III,  Dr. 
Roland  Haynes  and  Mrs.  Armenda 
Nelson.  The  congregation  assumed  the 
indebtedness  and  paid  the  church  out  of 
debt  two  years  before  the  note  was  due. 


Biblical  Plants 
used  in 

Landscaping  at  Noel 


vvw 


In  the  beginning,  God  created  the  earth 
and  the  waters;  and  then  He  created  the 
plants  on  the  third  day. 

The  members  of  Noel  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  recently  celebrated 
their  church’s  new  landscape  given  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Gorum  in  memory  of 
their  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bumis 
Graham,  Jr.  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hillary 
Gorum.  Some  of  the  plants  of  the 
landscape  are  direct  descendants  of  the 
fruits,  flowers,  vegetables,  herbs,  trees, 
and  other  plants  mentioned  in  the  Bible 
and  resemble  their  forebears  quite 
closely.  The  plants  were  used  to  accent 
the  Biblical  plants. 

A  new  brochure  printed  at  Noel 
provides  the  Biblical  references  to  the 
plants  as  well  as  their  botanical  names, 
for  example,  the  Morus  Alba  (Weeping 
Mulberry)  mentioned  in  Ezekiel  16:10, 
13;  the  Ficus  Carica  (Fig)  noted  in 
Matthew  24:32  and  Proverbs  27:18;  the 
Cypressus  Sempervirens  (Italian 
Cypress)  Isaiah  44:14;  and  the  Cedrus 
Glauca  in  I  Kings  5:6,  10.  Bulbs  of  the 
Bible  are  also  listed  in  the  brochure, 
including  the  Hyacinth  and  the  Tulip, 
Song  of  Solomon  2:1-2.  The  Rose  is  also 
listed;  however,  in  the  early  history  of 
the  Hebrews,  botany  was  not  an  exact 


Curric-U-Shops  in  Louisiana 

Ruston 

Trinity  Church 
October  5 

*  •  • 

Baton  Rouge 
First  Church 
October  7-8 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


Church  School  Lesson  Via  Satellite 
August  15th  Broadcast: 

“Persecution  of  The  Church" 

Text:  Barclay  “The  Acts  of  The  Apostles,” 
pages  36-54, 

“Acts,"  Chapters  4, 5,  and  6 
Content: 

Peter  and  John  in  prison 
Government  and  faith  in  conflict 
Communal  living  begun 
“All  things  held  in  common" 

Stephen  begins  his  ministry 
All  August  Broadcasts 
Downlink  Setting:  “W4" 

Channel  Setting:  11 


science  and  numerous  tlowers  were 
called  Rose  or  Lily. 

The  message  of  the  religiously 
significant  landscaping  is  “As  you  sow 
your  seeds  and  plant  your  trees,  you  too 
are  a  part  of  the  continuing  creation  of 
life  and  beauty.  We  are  all,  in  fact, 
gardening  with  God." 

Churches  interested  in  Biblical  plants 
that  are  able  to  be  grown  in  Louisiana 
may  write  to  Noel  Church,  520  Hemdon 
Street,  Shreveport,  La.,  71101,  in  care  of 
Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Pastor. 

U.M.  Bicentennial 
Curriculum  now 
available 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
“Jubilee,”  a  set  of  study  resources  on  the 
history,  belief,  organization  and  mission 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  has  been 
produced  to  commemorate  the 
Bicentennial  of  American  Methodism. 

The  new  curriculum,  requested  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  Bicentennial 
Committee  and  authorized  by  the  1976 
General  Conference,  is  now  ready  for 
shipping  to  local  churches  for  use 
beginning  in  September. 

“Jubilee  carries  forward  the  values 
and  joys  of  the  ancient  Jewish  year  of 
Jubilee,”  according  to  the  Reverend 
Woodrow  A.  Geier,  editor  of  the  new 
units.  "In  the  year  of  Jubilee,  a 
celebration  that  recurred  every  half 
century,  the  Jews  reasserted  their 
national  priorities.  They  set  before 
themselves  ideals  of  justice  that  had 
been  allowed  to  languish  and  witnessed 
to  the  trust  that  the  land  and  the  people 
on  it  belonged  to  God .  ’  ’ 

Dr.  Geier  said  Jubilee  is  a  term  which 
was  appreciated  by  the  Wesleys  and 
early  Methodists.  He  said  the  new 
resources  have  been  published  to  help 
United  Methodists  return  to  their 
inheritance. 

Included  in  the  resources  are  teacher 
and  student  books  for  two  age  groups: 
one,  grades  four  through  nine;  the  other, 
senior  highs  and  adults.  Resources  for 
both  age  groups  follow  the  same  outline. 
Chapter  titles  are:  “We  Are  a  People  to 
Belong  To,"  "Our  Roots,"  “What  We 
Believe  Makes  a  Difference,”  “We  are 
Unique,”  “A  Serving  Church,”  and  “The 
Present  and  the  Future.  ” 

A  multimedia  packet  has  also  been 
produced  as  an  additional  resource  to  aid 
in  the  bicentennial  study.  The  packet  has 
a  filmstrip,  a  chart  of  United  Methodist 
historical  sites  in  the  United  States,  a 
planner’s  guide  and  a  12-inch  long-play 
record.  In  addition  to  the  filmstrip 
scripts,  the  record  has  an  interview  with 
United  Methodism’s  first  woman  bishop, 
Marjorie  Matthews,  a  recording  of  an 
early  camp  meeting,  and  stories  from 
the  United  Methodist  heritage. 

Curriculum  resources  are  developed 
by  the  Curriculum  Resources  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  They  are 
then  published  by  Graded  Press, 
curriculum  publishing  unit  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  Orders  may 
be  made  through  Cokesbury  Service 
Centers. 


United  Methodist  Call  for  Peace 


The  New  Orleans-Houma,  New 
Orleans-Slidell  districts  are  sponsoring  A 
Call  For  Peace  program,  August  29,  3:00 
p.m.  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  will  open  the  event  with  a 
keynote  address.  A  panel  will  discuss  the 
subject  “What  is  the  mission  of  the 
peacemaker  in  our  time?”  The  panel  will 

Attention 

Ministers 

If  your  name,  address  or  phone 
number  is  incorrect  in  the  1982 
Conference  Journal  will  you  please 
bring  it  to  the  attention  of  Dr. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson. 

You  are  urged  to  furnish  him  with 
the  correct  information  by  writing 
or  calling  the  Council  on  Ministries 
office. 

Mailing  Address: 

P.O.Box  3057 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
Telephone: 

(504)346-1646 


be  composed  of:  Dr.  Herbert  Rothschild, 
Professor  at  Louisiana  State  University; 
Ms.  Margaret  St.  Amant,  United 
Methodist  layperson  and  spokesperson 
on  issues  of  peace  and  justice;  Dr.  David 
G.  Trickett,  Associate  Pastor,  Aurora 
United  Methodist  Church;  and  Dr. 
Horton  Johnson,  representing 
“Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility" 
New  Orleans  Chapter. 

The  program  will  include  time  for 
questions  and  answers,  a  discussion  on 
options  for  action  and  a  litany  for  peace. 

The  purpose  of  the  event  will  be  to 
place  before  United  Methodists  the  issue 


of  nuclear  disarmament  as  an  urgent 
matter  of  faith.  In  a  pastoral  letter  to  the 
churches,  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  wrote,  "One  issue  transcends 
all  others  as  we  look  into  an  uncertain 
future.  It  is  the  issue  of  human  survival.  ” 
The  Council  called  upon  the  churches  to 
pray  and  work  for  peace  with  justice  and 
freedom. 

Pastors,  Administrative  Board  and 
Council  on  Ministries  Chairpersons, 
United  Methodist  Women  Presidents, 
Chairpersons  for  Church  and  Society, 
along  with  any  other  interested  persons 
are  invited. 


Legislative  Training 


Event  held  for  UMW 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  held  a  Legislative 
Training  Event  recently  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Mrs.  Lou  Alexander  was  Chairperson  of 
the  event  with  Mrs.  Lottie  Palazzo,  Vice- 
Chairperson.  Approximately  75  women 
representing  each  of  the  nine  districts 
were  in  attendance.  Leading  the  Biblical 
and  Theological  Interpretation  was  Mrs. 


Florence  Isaacs  of  Texas.  Also  speaking 
to  the  combined  groups  were  Ken  Ward 
of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  and  Richard  Baker,  State 
Representative.  The  workshops  were  led 
by  Nina  Pugh,  Dolores  Kozloski,  Thomas 
Miller,  Judge  John  Parker  and  Reverend 
Philip  Woodland.  The  Reverend  Carol 
Susan  Winn  led  the  closing  session. 


World  Food  Day 
announced 

World  Food  Day  is  October  16,  the 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Food 
and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the 
United  Nations  (FAO)  in  Quebec  City, 
Canada  in  1945.  The  day  was  established 
by  the  member  nations  of  FAO  to  raise 
awareness  of  the  gravity  of  the  world 
food  situation,  particularly  in  the 
developing  countries,  and  to  stimulate 
greater  national  and  international  efforts 
to  overcome  hunger. 

Within  the  tremendous  range  and 
complexity  of  problems  facing  peoples 
and  nations,  there  still  has  to  be  a  sense 
of  priorities.  World  Food  Days  say: 
“Food  Comes  First." 

FAO  Director-General  Edouard 
Saouma  warns  that  the  world  is  losing 
the  sense  of  priority,  at  greater  cost  to 
those  now  in  need  and  even  greater 
potential  risk  for  the  future.  He  believes 
that  especially,  but  not  only  in  the 
industralized  countries,  the  process  of 
urbanization  is  making  us  forget  the  vital 
link  between  farmer  and  food  consumer, 
and  between  our  daily  lives  and  the  land, 
water  and  forest  environment  on  which 
those  lives  depend. 

Preparations  for  the  second  World 
Food  Day  this  year  are  now  underway, 
and  participation  by  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
will  be  a  signal  to  the  world.  These  two 
countries  alone  hold  more  than  a  third  of 
world  grain  reserves  and  account  for 
about  two-thirds  of  all  food  aid.  Until 
production  can  be  raised  in  the 
developing  countries,  the  abundance  of 
North  American  agriculture  will  remain 
the  last  line  of  defense  against  famine. 

You  are  urged  to  organize  or 
participate  in  a  World  Food  Day 
observance  on  October  16  this  year  and  to 
use  World  Food  Day  to  build  a  new 
commitment  to  year  around  anti-hunger 
efforts  in  your  community,  nation  and 
the  world. 

A  variety  of  educational  and 
informational  materials  for  World  Food 
Day  will  be  produced.  This  material  — 
study  papers,  fact  sheets,  posters  —  will 
be  available  on  request  at  no  cost  in  most 
cases.  It  will  be  designed  to  help  promote 
World  Food  Day  events  and  to  better 
understand  food  and  hunger  issues.  For 
more  information  write  CWS/Illinois 
Crop  Office,  125  West  Ash,  Springfield, 
Illinois  62704. 


Workshop  Leaders:  Philip  Woodland, 
Nina  Pugh,  Thomas  Miller,  Dolores 
Kozloski,  John  Parker. 

Did  it  work  for  you? 


Opening  Session: 

_ _ _ 


Lou  Alexander, 


Editor  Seeks  Stories  for  Special  Series 


For  several  years,  one  of  our  United 
Methodist  magazines  The  Interpreter 
has  provided  a  helpful  column  called  “It 
Worked  for  Us"  in  which  readers  share 
programming  ideas  used  in  the  local 
church.  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
staff  would  like  to  develop  a  series  of  “It 
Worked  for  Us”  articles  based  upon 
experiences  of  Louisiana  Methodists. 
Who  knows,  some  of  the  articles  may  be 
used  at  a  later  date  by  The  Interpreter. 

To  do  this,  however,  we  need  your  help. 

Has  your  church  done  something 
recently  that  you  felt  was  particularly 
effective  —  something  you  feel  other 
churches  might  like  to  try? 

If  sq,  tell  us  about  it! 

Maybe  you’ve  found  an  especially 
successful  way  of  working  with  youth. 


Perhaps  your  vacation  church  school 
was  the  "best  ever,"  and  you  feel  your 
method  would  be  beneficial  to  others. 

Maybe  you  worked  together  with  other 
religious  leaders  to  organize  a 
community  revival  or  other  evangelistic 
effort  that  made  a  lasting  impact  on  your 
area. 

Whatever  the  problem  —  if  you’ve 
found  a  solution  that  you  would  like  to 
share,  tell  us. 

If  you  have  a  good,  interesting  picture 
that  relates  to  the  story,  send  it  along. 
Please  mail  your  stories  and  pictures  to 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  P.O. 
Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  70821. 

We’ll  look  forward  to  hearing  from 
you. 

The  Editor 


Choirs  can  audition  for  Baltimore,  1984 


Choirs  in  United  Methodism  wanting  to 
be  a  part  of  the  1984  General  Conference 
have  until  the  end  of  this  year  to  submit 
audition  tapes. 

Professor  Carlton  R.  Young,  director 
of  music  for  the  church’s  quadrennial 
lawmaking  assembly,  and  professor  of 
church  music  at  Emory  University’s 
Candler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta, 
said  that  eight  choirs  from  local 
churches,  schools  and  other  institutions 
will  be  selected  for  a  visit  to  Baltimore. 


They  will  sing  during  worship  services 
during  the  conference. 

Choirs  chosen  will  be  announced  by 
April  15,  1983.  Each  choir  will  be 
responsible  for  its  own  expenses  in 
connection  with  the  appearance  in 
Baltimore. 

Audition  tapes  and  program 
information  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  Young 
in  care  of  the  seminary,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  30322,  by 
December  31,  of  this  year. 


Trauma  sessions  offered  by  churches 

‘Frog,  alligators’  claimed  block 
to  safer  New  Orleans  runway 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

KENNER,  La.  -  Church  buddings 
were  spared  but  feelings  were  inflamed 
following  the  July  9  crash  of  a  Pan  Am 
plane  here  killing  all  145  aboard  and  at 
least  nine  on  the  ground. 

One  minister  who  has  lived  here  most 
of  his  life  said  the  crash  points  up  the 
long-time  political  standoff  over  building 
an  east-west  runway  at  New  Orleans 
International  Airport  to  relieve  north- 
south  traffic  from  flying  directly  over 
Kenner. 

The  Rev.  William  Blakely  is 
superintendent  of  the  United  Methodist 
New  Orleans-Houma  District.  He  said 
that  environmentalists  have  blocked 
construction  of  the  east-west  runway 
because  it  would  force  planes  over  a 
cypress  swamp. 


“It  looks  like  they  think  frogs  and 
alligators  are  more  important  .  .  .  than 
people,”  he  said  with  marked  irony  and 
anger. 

Ministers  here  met  July  19  to  begin 
planning  long-term  help  for  Kenner 
families  who  lost  relatives  or  property  in 
the  crash.  The  plane  damaged  or 
destroyed  houses  and  other  property  in  a 
swath  150  feet  wide  and  four  blocks  long. 

Churches  near  the  devastated  site 
include  First  United  Methodist,  First 
Baptist  and  an  Episcopal  church. 

Part  of  the  problem,  said  the  Rev.  Bob 
Miller  of  First  UMC,  was  that  the 
churches  were  overloaded  with  offers  of 
food,  clothing,  blood,  and  other  supplies. 

“We  will  need  help,  but  right  now  we 
don’t  know  what  or  how  much." 

He  said  that  Kenner  churches  and 
others  in  Jefferson  Parish  (county)  are 


planning  group  trauma  sessions  to  help 
survivors  recover  from  the  shock  of 
losing  relatives,  friends  or  possessions. 

Mr.  Miller,  whose  parsonage  and 
church  are  only  four  or  five  blocks  from 
the  impact  site,  said  Kenner  city  officials 
are  starting  to  “get  tough”  in  the 
political  skirmish  about  the  airport  and 
both  its  ground  and  air  traffic. 

The  airport  belongs  to  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  but  is  located  in  Kenner.  Mr. 
Miller  said  Kenner  officials  have  threat¬ 
ened  to  stop  New  Orleans  taxis  from 
picking  up  passengers  at  the  airport  in  an 
attempt  to  gain  leverage  in  the  ongoing 
battle  to  get  a  new  runaway  built. 

Meanwhile  how  bad  and  how  danger¬ 
ous  is  the  plane  traffic?  Mr.  Blakely  said, 
“Sometimes  they  fly  so  low  over  Kenner 
you  could  throw  a  softball  and  hit  the 
plane’s  belly.” 


Around 
the  Conference 

Conference  Youth  Team 
elects  Officers  & 
Representatives 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Youth 
Team  met  July  20-22  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alex¬ 
andria.  Newly  elected  officers  for 
1982-83  are: 

President  —  Kathy  Thrasher 
Vice-President  —  Skyler  Zochert 
Secretary  —  Dede  Wilburn 
YSF  North  —  Karen  Law 
YSF  South  —  Hal  Hopson 
Youth  Outreach  Ed.  —  Cathy  Smith 
Also  elected  at  the  July  meeting 
were  representatives  and  alternate 
representatives  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Boards  and  Agencies: 
Board  of  Church  and  Society 
Rep.  Douglas  McCastle 
Alt.  Roger  Templeton 
Board  of  Discipleship 

Rep.  Mark  Moates 
Alt.  Melissa  Cooper 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Rep.  Yolanda  Robertson 
Alt.  Roger  Templeton 
Board  of  Laity 

Rep.  Melissa  Cooper 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministry 

Rep.  Karen  Law 
Alt.  Dede  Wilburn 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
Rep.  Yolanda  Robertson 
Alt.  Charlene  Carrier 
Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women 

Rep.  Beth  Scott 
Alt.  Hal  Hopson 
Committee  on  Nominations 
Rep.  Hal  Hopson 
Rep.  Wes  Davis 

**--**  — AKr  Roger  Templeton 
Alt.  Kathy  Thrasher 
Council  on  Ministries 

Rep.  Kathy  Thrasher 
Rep.  Syd  Wall 
Alt.  Wes  Davis 
Alt.  Beth  Scott 

Conference  Camping  Committee 
Rep.  Syd  Wall 
Rep.  Wes  Davis 
Alt.  Douglas  McCastle 
Alt.  Charlene  Carrier 
The  Reverend  L.  Patterson  Culli- 
gan  is  the  Conference  Coordinator  of 
Youth  Activities. 

Congratulations  to  our  new  youth 
leaders ! 


Clinical  Pastoral 
Training  Offered 

A  basic  course  in  Clinical  Pastoral 
Training  entitled,  “Clinical  Counseling 
With  The  Emotionally  Disturbed”  will  be 
offered  for  clergy  persons  at  Central 
Louisiana  State  Hospital  beginning 
Monday,  August  23,  1982,  according  to 
Chaplain  Roland  K.  Friedrich,  Director 
of  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Training 
Program.  One  can  earn  two  (2)  hours  of 
seminary  credit  with  the  completion  of 
this  course. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant,  will  participate  in  some  of 
the  seminars.  The  overall  theme  of  the 
course  will  be  “Improving  Pastoral 
Counseling  Skills."  Emphasis  will  be 
given  to  specific  types  of  pastoral 
counseling  including  informal,  support¬ 
ive,  educative,  confrontational,  re¬ 
ligious-existential,  and  group.  Partici¬ 
pants  will  have  the  opportunity  to  attend 
multi-disciplinary  staff  conferences  in 
addition  to  the  scheduled  seminar 
lectures. 

Two  primary  objectives  of  this  course 
will  be  (1)  to  gain  a  better  understanding 
of  the  behavior  of  people  and  become 
more  effective  in  ministry  to  people 
living  under  emotional  and  spiritual 
distress;  and  (2)  to  provide  opportunity 
for  the  gaining  of  insight,  including 
techniques  and  methods  of  interpersonal 
encounter  so  as  to  offer  an  effective 
Christian  ministry  to  deeply  troubled 
people. 

Interested  persons  may  call  (445-2421) 
or  write  Chaplain  Friedrich  at  Central 
Hospital,  P.O.  Box  31,  Pineville,  La., 
71360. 

News  from 
Camp  Istrouma 

A  new  director  for  Elementary  4  Camp 
has  been  announced:  the  Reverend 
Steven  M.  Spurlock,  312  Colly  Avenue, 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana,  70301.  The  current 
brochure  does  not  have  the  correct 
information.  Please  note  the  change  for 
future  reference. 
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Christian  book  sales  reflect 
faith’s  appeal  to  troubled  world 


We  consider  it  good  news  that 
members  of  the  Christian  Booksellers 
Association  report  that  their  business  is 
good  and  getting  better  (see  Reporter, 
July  30). 

Christians  have  always  been 
encouraged  to  study  the  Scriptures,  the 
written  history  of  the  church,  and  the 
writings  of  Christian  saints  and  sinners 
—  both  as  a  means  of  personal  growth 
and  as  a  way  to  strengthen  the  church.  A 
basic  function  of  the  church  and  its 
leaders  has  been  to  place  the  written 
word  in  the  hands  of  church  members. 
John  Wesley  constantly  distributed 
written  tracts  as  a  means  of  encouraging 
the  unity  of  “knowledge  and  vital  piety” 
among  the  early  Methodists.  Circuit 
riders  on  the  American  frontier  carried 
books  in  their  saddlebags,  and  the  books 
which  they  left  behind  became  the 
spiritual  underpinnings  for  many  an 
individual  and  many  a  local 
congregation. 

Never  before  have  so  many  books  of  a 
religious  nature  been  available  from 
which  Christian  readers  may  choose  as 
today.  The  billion-dollar-a-year  sales 
volume  of  the  Christian  booksellers 
means  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
persons  are  reading  materials  which 
bear  witness  to  the  Christian  faith  in  one 
way  or  another. 

The  Christian  book  selling  and 
publishing  industry  is  far  from 
absolutely  pure  in  a  religious  sense. 
Many  volumes  which  make  the  best¬ 
seller  lists  are,  at  best,  heretical.  There 
is  also  an  astounding  quantity  of  drivel 
printed  between  “religious”  book  covers 
today,  which  causes  us  to  wish  the  book 
publishers  would  place  more  emphasis 
on  quality,  and  less  on  the  quantity  of 
books  they  put  into  print.  And  the 
booksellers  themselves  admit  that  a 
sizeable  portion  of  their  income  is 
derived  from  the  sale  of  what  insiders 
call  “Jesus  junk”  or  “holy  hardware”  — 
jewelry,  trinkets,  toys  etc.  —  which  does 
relatively  little  to  build  up  or  spread  the 


faith. 

These  shortcomings  notwithstanding, 
today’s  religious  book  publishers  do  far 
more  good  than  harm.  In  addition  to 
providing  wholesome  alternative 
reading  matter  to  that  offered  by  secular 
publishers,  denominational  publishers 
(Abingdon,  Augsburg,  Broadman  etc.) 
and  the  big  independents  (Re  veil, 
Eerdman,  Word,  Scripture  Press  etc.) 
invest  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in 
product  development  and  market 
research  each  year  experimenting  with 
new  mass  communication  techniques, 
such  as  the  use  of  videocassettes  for 
religious  education.  For  the  most  part 
their  intention  is  not  only  to  make  a  profit 
—  which  enables  them  to  remain  in 
business  —  but  also  to  extend  their 
unique  form  of  Christian  ministry. 

In  short,  Christian  book  publishers  and 
sellers  at  their  best  offer  a  wide  range  of 
resources  for  increasing  one’s 
understanding  of  God’s  Word  and  will, 
for  developing  a  Christian  perspective 
regarding  the  complex  social  and  moral 
issues  of  our  day,  and  for  gaining 
inspiration  and  motivation  to  follow 
Jesus  Christ  more  faithfully  and  fully. 

In  a  world  so  troubled  as  ours,  it  is 
reassuring  to  know  that  religious  books, 
devotional  guides,  recordings  of  religious 
music,  and  other  materials  carrying  a 
Christian  message  are  receiving  broader 
circulation  than  ever  before.  This 
increases  the  likelihood  that  someone 
may  thereby  learn  for  the  first  time  of 
the  caring  love  of  God  through  Christ,  or 
that  someone  who  heard  the  “old,  old 
story”  long  ago  may  find  renewed  faith 
and  encouragement  today. 

We  hope  that  business  will  continue  to 
get  better  for  those  who  write,  edit, 
publish,  and  sell  religious  materials. 
Theirs  is  an  important  method  of 
extending  the  Good  News.  If  you  haven't 
read  a  religious  book  lately,  you  should 
make  a  point  to  do  so.  A  number  of 
outstanding  volumes  are  available  to 
assist  us  in  our  Christian  pilgrimages. 


Here  I  Stand 


Evangelism  is  telling^  ' 
the  story  of  faith  ^ 


Bruce  Hay 


By  BRUCE  HAY 

Evangelism  is  a  tricky  word.  Literally 
it  means  to  proclaim  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ.  So  often  we  identify  it  with 
people  uniting  with  our  church.  We  feel  if 
we  have  a  lot  of  people  uniting  with  our 
church  we  are  doing  a  good  job"  of 
evangelism. 

I  believe  evangelism  is  more  than  that 
and  a  vital  part  of  everything  we  do  in  the 
church.  Actually,  I  believe  new  member 
growth  is  a  by-product  of  a  congrega¬ 
tion’s  evangelism. 

The  essence  of  evangelism  is  telling 
the  story  of  faith.  For  Christians  that  is 
very  important.  Some  denominations  and 
religions  are  extremely  direct  to  the 
point  of  reminding  one  of  a  salesman 
trying  to  make  a  pressure  sale.  This  is 
one  approach. 

A  more  effective  approach 

I  believe  a  more  effective  approach  is 
sharing  our  faith  through  love.  Love 
requires  us  to  size  up  each  person  or 
situation  differently  because  people  are 
different.  Sometimes  the  most  effective 
evangelism  we  can  do  with  someone  is  to 
become  a  friend.  This  is  very  biblical. 
Read  Luke  19.  Isn’t  this  what  Jesus  was 
doing  with  Zacchaeus?  There  are  times 
people  just  need  someone  to  listen,  to  care 
and  to  affirm  them.  I  cannot  think  of  a 
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more  effective  way  to  do  evangelism. 
Jesus  did  this  again  and  again. 

Often  evangelism  can  be  done  by 
getting  people  involved  in  a  program 
they  enjoy  through  the  church.  Good 
fellowship  is  an  extremely  good 
communication  tool. 

In  another  church  I  served  we  had 
some  good  friends  named  Bill  and  Jean. 
They  were  always  inviting  other 
unchurched  friends  to  socials,  Sunday 
School  Class  parties,  projects,  programs, 
events,  etc.  Bill  and  Jean  just  have  the 
knack  of  helping  people  see  that  being  a 
part  of  the  church  is  fun.  They  literally 
have  led  many  families  to  church 
membership  by  getting  them  involved. 
What  a  superb  way  to  do  evangelism ! 

Also  evangelism  can  be  telling  the 
story  of  faith.  I  believe  it  can  be  done  best 
by  putting  it  in  a  congregational  setting.  I 
believe  people  are  interested  in 
advancing  and  helping  humankind. 
Through  the  community  or  city  paper, 
church  paper,  and  other  means  of 
written  journalism,  we  can  share  our 
story  of  what  we  are  doing  to  help  and 
share  the  love  of  Christ  and  others.  There 
are  occasions  when  we  have  the 
opportunity  with  an  unchurched  friend  or 
acquaintance  or  inactive  church 
member  to  sincerely  share  vital  projects 
that  are  going  on  in  the  life  of  the  church. 
This  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  bragging  or 
making  anyone  feel  guilty,  but  just  the 
opposite.  It  is  to  help  people  see  that  the 
church  is  concerned  about  the  needs  of 
the  local  community,  the  state,  the 
nation,  and  the  world.  This  is  superb 
evangelism. 

Evangelism  is  not  showing  off 

Evangelism  is  not  showing  off  your 
religion  or  beliefs.  It  is  not  based  on  how 
many  people  you  convert.  It  is  the  job  of 
telling  the  story  with  your  personality, 
and  using  your  common  sense  and 
insight  in  each  situation. 

Think  about  it.  Pray  about  it.  Think 
about  persons,  forget  about  numbers. 
Let  love  guide  your  instincts.  Look  at 
each  person  and  situation  as  being 
unique. 

Remember  Jesus’  words  in  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount  as  recorded  in  Matthew: 
“You  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city  set 
on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid,  nor  do  men  light  a 
lamp  and  put  it  under  a  bushel,  but  on  a 
stand,  and  it  gives  light  to  all  in  the 
house.  Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
others,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works  and  give  glory  to  God.  ’  ’ 

In  the  church  we  all  need  to  be 
evangelists.  Each  person  in  his/her  own 
way.  Then  one  day,  perhaps  to  our  own 
surprise,  we  by  second  nature,  will  find 
ourselves  telling  the  story.  Isn’t  that 
exciting? 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Hay,  is 
pastor  of  the  Saginaw  UMC  of  Saginaw, 
Texas  (Central  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  J  Stand,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 
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An  invitation  to  UMR  readers 

Couples  with  working,  growing 
marriages  asked  to  tell  reasons 


How  has  your  faith  been  of  major 
help  to  you  —  in  terms  of  a  specific 
experience,  and/or  in  general  —  in 
developing  a  strong,  Christian 
marriage? 

Numerous  polls  and  studies  have 
indicated  a  positive  statistical 
correlation  between  a  strong  religious 
faith  and  a  strong  and  healthy 
marriage  and  family  life.  Yet  the 
divorce  rate  continues  to  escalate,  not 
only  in  our  total  society,  but  also 
among  Christians,  and  including  an 
increasing  number  of  ministers. 

The  nurturing  and  strengthening  of 
families  traditionally  has  been  a 
special  concern  of  the  church.  Despite 
societal  changes  which  have  tended  to 
de-emphasize  the  sacred  and  "til 
death”  qualities  of  marriage,  and  a 
recognition  that  the  church  must  also 
minister  to  persons  who  by  choice  or 
circumstance  are  not  married,  the 
nurturing  and  strengthening  of 
marriages  and  families  will  continue 
to  be  a  special  concern  of  the  family  of 
faith. 

How  can  those  who  have  responded 
to  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ 
make  married  life  “good  news”  and 
keep  it  from  souring  into  "bad  news” 
for  all  concerned?  What  factor  has 
most  strengthened  your  marriage  and 
helped  you  and  your  spouse  to  grow 
together  instead  of  apart?  What  type 
of  skills,  attitudes,  behavior  patterns 
and  support  systems  should  the 
church  seek  to  foster  and  encourage 
among  couples  and  their  families? 

The  Reporter  hopes  to  facilitate  the 
sharing  of  helpful  insights  and 
experiences  related  to  these 


questions.  If  you  have  a  marriage  that 
is  working  and  growing  stronger,  we 
want  to  provide  you  with  an 
opportunity  to  share  with  other 
Christians  some  reasons  why.  If  your 
marriage  is  lacking  we  hope  you  will 
gain  some  helpful  insights  and 
suggestions  from  the  experiences 
shared  by  others. 

Criteria  for  Essays 

Essays  may  be  developed 
acceptably  in  ways  as  diverse  as  your 
experiences,  and  subject  only  to  the 
limitations  listed  below.  Essays  will 
be  selected  for  publication  on  the 
basis  of  originality,  readability  and 
their  potential  helpfulness  to  other 
Christians. 

Essays  should: 

(1)  Be  250  words  or  less  and 
preferably  typed  and  double-spaced. 
However,  essays  in  legible  long-hand 
will  be  accepted. 

(2)  Be  original,  based  on  personal 
experience,  and  in  some  way  related 
both  to  the  Christian  faith  and  to 
marriage. 

(3)  Be  mailed  to  us  with  a  postmark 
no  later  than  Monday,  August  23, 1982. 

(4)  Include  the  writer’s  name, 
address,  number  of  years  married 
and  name  of  the  local  church  where 
membership  is  held.  Entries  cannot 
be  returned. 

(5)  Each  author  whose  essay  is 
selected  for  publication  will  receive  a 
copy  of  “Growing  Love  in  Christian 
Marriage,”  by  Richard  and  Joan 
Hunt. 

Send  entries  to  Reporter  Reader 
Essays,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 
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My  (Fitness 

A  silent  Christian  sowing 
reaps  a  gleaming  harvest 


By  MARY  NEAMON 

Every  spring  we  move  to  our  mountain 
home  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains.  In 
our  station  wagon  are  cartons  crammed 
full  of  inspirational  literature.  On  the 
way,  we  leave  at  the  homes  of  several 
people  back  issues  of  “Upper  Room,” 
“Guideposts,”  “Christian  Reader,"  and 
other  such  materials.  They  accept  these 
with  eagerness  and  let  us  know  when 
they  finish  with  them,  they  will  pass 
them  on.  Periodicals  of  this  kind  are 
scarce  in  their  area. 

In  higher  regions  above  us  are 
numerous  summer  resorts.  The  owners 
gladly  accept  quantities  of  what  we  bring 
them.  Around  our  own  territory  we  leave 
copies  of  these  publications  at  the 
launderette,  the  county  jail,  and  at 
places  where  summer  people 
congregate.  A  helpful  ranger  packs  a 
load  on  his  motorcycle  to  distribute  to 
residents  in  remote  canyons. 

At  the  head  of  a  narrow  forest  trail 
close  to  our  cabin,  we  have  attached  a 
small  box  to  a  sheltering  tree.  An  inviting 
sign  states:  “Help  Yourself  to  These 
Magazines.”  Campers,  fishermen, 
miners  and  hikers  travel  this  secluded 
mountain  path  and  rest  along  the  banks 
of  a  fast-moving  stream.  With  frequency 
the  little  box  is  refilled.  In  the  summer 
more  inspirational  literature  reaches  us. 

The  source  and  supplier  of  these  good 
materials  is  Mrs.  Marian  Wells,  a 
member  of  the  Grass  Valley,  California, 
United  Methodist  Church.  She  places 
special  notices  in  the  church’s  Sunday 
bulletins  requesting  such  publications. 

Among  her  numerous  Christian 
endeavors,  Mrs.  Wells  maintains  a 
lending  library  at  the  church  and 


provides  a  wide  range  of  spiritually-en¬ 
riching  books.  She  serves  as  a  "Guide” 
for  women’s  neighborhood  Bible  study 
groups.  In  a  unique  way,  God  has  blessed 
her  with  a  “listening  ear.”  This  enables 
her  to  respond  with  Christian  support 
and  counsel  to  those  with  burdensome 
problems. 

Frequently,  Mrs.  Wells  speaks  at 
Christian  Women’s  groups.  She  uses 
these  opportunities  to  speak  of  God’s 
“Plan  of  Salvation.”  Among  her  serious 
concerns  are  the  shut-ins,  and  she  pays 
them  friendly  visits.  Quite  actively  she  is 
involved  in  a  telephone  prayer  chain, 
which  includes  more  than  30  women. 
Even  people  with  no  church  connections 
often  call  for  prayer  help.  “What  an 
opportunity,”  states  Marian,  "to  share 
God’s  love  with  those  who  are  hurting.” 

Yearly,  when  we  return  to  our 
mountain  home  and  resume  the 
distribution  of  Christian  literature, 
surprising  outcomes  await  us.  Because 
of  Mrs.  Wells’  generous  outreach, 
several  men  in  jail  changed  their  attitude 
toward  God.  Troubled  people  found 
sustaining  peacefulness.  Those  in  search 
of  solitude  returned  to  their  homes  with  a 
renewed  faith  in  the  Lord.  Still  others 
found  answers  to  their  personal 
problems.  In  a  surprising  transformation, 
a  young  man  living  in  a  degrading  situa¬ 
tion  now  is  seriously  studying  to  become  a 
United  Methodist  minister. 

In  the  living  soil  of  people’s  hearts, 
Mrs.  Wells’  “seeds”  of  Christian  love  are 
producing  gleaming  harvests  abounding 
with  the  grace  of  God. 

This  week's  contributor  is  Mary  Nea- 
mon,  a  resident  of  Grass  Valley,  Califor¬ 
nia. 


Clergy  evaluation  can  be  positive  experience 


To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon’s  comments 
on  lay  evaluation  of  pastors  (UMR,  July 
16)  struck  me  as  very  ironic.  My  first 
thought  was  amazement  that  a 
denomination  which  prides  itself  on 
having  73  annual  conferences  to  achieve 
lay  and  clergy  input  would  find  clergy 
evaluation  by  the  laity  threatening. 
However,  I  realized  that  in  the  context  of 
Bishop  Cannon’s  implication  of  the 
infallibility  of  the  bishops,  lay  evaluation 
would  certainly  be  presumptuous. 

My  own  experience  on  the  local  level 
has  indeed  been  that  bishops  frequently 
make  appointments  or  transfers  against 
the  wishes  of  the  congregation  and/or  the 
pastor  involved.  In  fact,  the  pastor- 
parish  committee  here  has  usually  been 
the  last  to  know,  and  its  input  never 
affected  a  decision  that  I  am  aware  of. 

It  seems  to  me  that  evaluation  done  in 
the  right  spirit  can  be  a  very  positive 
experience;  if  a  church  cannot  achieve  a 
loving  spirit  in  the  process,  then  the 
problem  is  not  with  die  evaluation  but 
with  the  church  itself. 

The  United  Methodist  appointment 
system  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  pain  in 
my  life  and  in  our  local  church  for  many 
years.  Bishop  Cannon  worries  that  the 
lay  evaluation  system  “could  be  the 
beginning  of  the  end  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion.”  I  wonder  if  the  appointment  sys¬ 
tem  as  it  is  now  administered  will  in  fact 
fulfill  the  doomsday  prediction  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism. 

Donna  D.  Sherman 

Coventry,  Rhode  Island 

Evaluation  of  clergy 
by  laity  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  article  headlined  “Evaluation 
dangers  seen”  (see  UMR,  July  16) 
certainly  met  with  wholehearted 
agreement  on  my  part.  This  has  been  a 
sore  spot  with  me  for  some  time.  I  am  on 
the  pastor-parish  relations  committee  of 
our  church.  The  yearly  evaluation  of  our 
minister  by  this  committee  is  wrong, 
wrong,  wrong!  It  is  utterly  ridiculous  for 
untrained  lay  people  to  evaluate  God’s 
chosen  men.  Without  doubt  our  ministers 
are  chosen  by  God  as  special  workers. 

I  feel  totally  incompetent  as  a  lay 
person  to  try  to  evaluate  the  work  of 
these  men.  Surely  an  evaluation  by  the 
Bishop  and  District  Superintendent  once 
a  year  is  enough.  It  undoubtedly  hurts 
our  ministers  to  have  to  face  this 
committee  yearly.  I  have  given  much 
thought  and  prayer  to  this  and  certainly 
hope  something  can  be  done  to  stop  this 
practice.  Mrs.  Allie  Anderson 

Knoxville,  Tennessee 

Bishop  Cannon’s  view 
of  clergy  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  article  headlined  “Evaluation 
dangers  seen”  (UMR,  July  16)  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon  bemoans  the  fact  that 
a  “report  card”  is  now  required  —  and 
particularly  that  it  is  made  by  the  laity. 
As  a  pastor-parish  committee  chairman, 
neither  I  nor  the  other  members  were 
overly  happy  with  the  task  but  we  did 
make  the  required  report  with  a  clear 
conscience.  I  should  add  that  when  grad¬ 
ing  an  excellent  pastor  the  task  is  easier. 
We  were  pleased  to  find  out  at  a  recent 
evaluation  seminar  that  the  format  will 
be  improved  in  the  coming  year. 

I  must  take  exception  to  Bishop  Can¬ 
non’s  statement:  “Only  God  can  make  a 
minister”  inferring  that  members  of  the 
laity  were  created  some  other  way.  God 
made  us  all  and  gave  each  the  tools  to 
shape  our  lives  to  do  His  work. 

Bishop  Cannon  is  crying  “wolf” 
without  giving  the  system  a  chance  —  it 
is  after  all  a  report  to  help  the  district 
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superintendent,  the  pastor,  and  the  laity 
in  doing  a  better  job  of  God’s  work.  Who 
other  than  the  laity  and  God  have  a 
closer  contact  and  the  opportunity  to 
observe  the  pastor’s  actions? 

Leland  H.  Pollock 
Redlands,  California 

Arvilla  Rasmussen’s 
witness  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  Arvilla  Rasmussen’s  sharing  in  the 
“My  Witness”  article  headlined  “Taking 
time  to  search  for  God  yields  patience, 
endurance  for  ‘the  race’  ”  (see  UMR, 
July  16).  She  conveyed  her  spiritual  trek 
after  the  death  of  her  daughter  in  a 
meaningful  way  which  surely  will  help 
many  readers.  Like  many  hurting  people 
she  related,  “There  was  not  an  unbruised 
spot  on  the  inside  or  outside  of  me.”  And 
she  had  “not  heard  much  about  God.” 

What  a  beautiful  and  open  witness  she 
gave  in  telling  how  she  broke  her  cycle  of 
agony:  she  chose  to  hold  out  her  hand  to 
God.  She  discovered  what  a  blessing  her 
husband  was,  and  entered  into  thorough 
Bible  studies  and  sharing  with  him. 

Mrs.  Rasmussen  points  to  significant 
ways  to  move  out  of  depression:  center 
on  Christ  through  intelligent  and 
prayerful  Bible  study,  and  develop  close 
personal  relationships.  Her  thoughts 
were  a  lift!  Charlotte  Adelsperger 
Prairie  Village,  Kansas 

New  ERA  advocated 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  July  16  editorial  on  the  ERA 
missed  the  mark! 

You  suggest  that  we  should  “accept 
ERA’S  demise  and  find  new  ways  to 
insure  equal  rights.”  Why,  I  ask  you, 
should  a  nation  which  has,  for  200  years, 
carved  out  increasingly  significant  areas 
of  equality  and  human  rights  accept  less 
than  equal  rights  for  all?  Why  should  we 
accept  the  refusal  of  a  handful  of 
legislators  to  promise  every  woman  her 
fair  share  of  human  dignity? 

You  rightly  point  the  finger  of  blame  at 
persons  and  groups  who  muddied  the 
water  and  confused  the  issue.  Christians 
(and  others)  whom  you  acknowledge 
defeated  ERA  are  fundamentally  wrong 
in  their  view  of  human  rights.  You 
acknowledge  that  they  “view  the 
patriarchal  customs  of  society  in  biblical 
times  as  revealed  truth  which  is  still 
normative  in  every  respect  today.”  How 
can  you  urge  a  nation  to  back  away  from 
the  cause  of  justice  because  of  the 
misplaced  zeal  of  such  J>ersons? 

You  say  that  now  such  contentions  with 
respect  to  ERA  are  moot.  I  say  they  are 
not  moot.  If  this  kind  of  pietism  and 
uninformed  biblicism  can  defeat  ERA,  it 
can  —  nay,  it  will  —  defeat  other 
progressive  legislation  and  other  efforts 
to  achieve  equality  under  the  law. 

We  should  not  accept  the  demise  of 
ERA.  Rather,  we  should  begin 
immediately  to  secure  passage  of  an 


equal  rights  amendment  which,  when 
passed,  will  finally  acknowledge  the  full 
rights  of  all  women  and  bring  America 
fully  into  the  twentieth  century. 

Vernon  Bigler 
Buffalo,  New  York 

MFSA  does  not  have 
much  to  be  proud  about 

To  the  Editor: 

I  find  it  interesting  that  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  should  be 
referred  to  by  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Caldwell 
as  a  “creatively  maladjusted  voice  of  the 
church.”  The  way  they  are  described  in 
your  article  headlined  “Social  action 
rebirth  eyed”  (see  UMR,  July  16) 
implies  to  me  that  nothing  the  church, 
government  or  corporate  world  could  do 
would  please  these  “creatively 
maladjusted  voices.” 

In  the  related  article  headlined 
“Federation  tries  for  comeback  as 
church’s  ‘social  conscience,’  ”  Tex 
Sample  points  out  that  one  of  the  things 
they  had  done  right  was  to  oppose  the 
Vietnam  war.  While  they  pat  themselves 
on  their  collective  backs  for  this 
accomplishment,  we  see  the 
consequences  of  our  abandonment  of 
South  Vietnam:  thousands  of  boat 
people,  concentration  camps,  slaughter 
of  the  mountain  people,  Cambodia, 
yellow  rain,  and  the  shipping  off  of 
thousands  as  slave  labor  in  Siberia  to  pay 
off  the  Soviet  military  debt.  Come  to 
think  of  it,  they  don’t  have  much  to  be 
proud  about. 

It  seems  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  another  “gadfly  in  its 
hide”  like  it  needs  another  loss  in  overall 
membership.  Glenn  V.  Hoyt  Jr. 

Geary,  Oklahoma 

UMR  membership  loss 
projections  are  too  low 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  in  your  editorial  of  July 
9  relative  to  your  projected  figure  of  our 
church’s  membership  slipping  to  nine 
million  “by  the  end  of  the  decade,”  I  feel 
that  you  are  too  optimistic. 

Should  we  continue  to  be  mortally 
inflicted  with  more  Bishop  Wheatleys, 
more  incredible  movements  such  as  aid 


in  the  Eddie  James  Cartham  debacle,  or 
more  homosexual  appointments  to 
governing  bodies  of  the  church,  we  will 
see  even  greater  acceleration  of  flight  to 
basic  belief  churches.  Such  crack  pot 
leadership  as  advocated  by  the  Rev. 
Schweibert  together  with  the 
overwhelming  tide  of  humanism  and 
lack  of  fundamental-John  Wesley- 
Methodism  will  cause  more  mainstream 
Methodists  to  desert  our  ranks  than  have 
since  our  high  of  eleven  million. 

God  save  our  great  church.  God  give  us 
more  leadership  such  as  Bishop 
Schowengerdt. 

Thanks  to  the  Reporter  editor  for 
presenting  both  sides  of  the  picture, 
despite  our  opinion  that  the 
fundamentalist  viewpoint  hardly  gets  an 
even  break  at  times. 

Robert  E.  Fielder 
Van  Alstyne,  Texas 

Editorial  on  target 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  July  9  issue  editorial  headlined 
“Membership  losses  and  the  future”  is 
decidedly  on  target.  You  said  exactly 
that  which  needs  to  be  said  to  the  church. 
There  must  be  an  enormous  basic  change 
in  attitude  before  membership  losses  can 
be  reversed. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  the 
matter  of  membership  will  be  the  prime 
consideration  for  the  Executive 
Committee  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  convening  in  San  Francisco  in 
August.  It  is  my  hope  that  this  might  also 
become  the  main  concern  at  the  autumn 
meeting  in  Birmingham. 

Please  continue  your  splendid  editorial 
insights.  Finis  A  Crutchfield 

Houston,  Texas 

We  have  no  right  to 
deny  employees’  union 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reference  to  the  letter 
headlined  "Unionization  of  general 
agency  opposed”  from  Wayne  A. 
Trichler  ( see  UMR,  July  9) . 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
helped  to  force  unionism  upon  garment 
factories,  the  grape  industry,  and  the 
Campbell  Soup  Co. 

If  we  think  we  have  the  right  to  force 
unionism  on  others,  why  do  we  think  we 
have  the  right  to  deny  our  employees  to 
join  a  union?  Howard  Robinson 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 
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Hallway  confrontation 
interrupts  attempts 
to  hear  race  issues 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

LEXINGTON,  Miss.  —  The  latest 
efforts  to  bring  peace  between 
Mississippi  United  Methodists  and  the 
National  Division  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New  York 
were  interrupted  here  July  28  by  an 
angry  confrontation  from  a  local  black 
activist  group  in  the  halls  of  First  UMC. 

The  group,  the  United  League  of 
Holmes  County,  demanded  that  two 
special  United  Methodist,  committees 
meeting  jointly  here  allow  league 
members  to  sit  in  on  all  fact-finding 
interviews  related  to  whether  the 
National  Division  should  be  supporting 
the  United  League  with  money,  staff  and 
technical  assistance. 

The  United  League  is  a  chief  supporter 
of  a  campaign  —  also  supported  by  the 
National  Division  —  to  keep  Eddie  James 
Carthan,  a  former  mayor  of  nearby 
Tchula,  from  going  to  prison  for  two 
felony  convictions  and  a  murder 
indictment. 

The  committees  were  asked  to  conduct 
the  fact-finding  after  a  firestorm  of 
protest  from  local  United  Methodists  who 
maintain  that  the  National  Division 
actions  are  stirring  up  racial  hatred 
here. 

The  committees,  after  an  hour-long 
delay  caused  by  the  noisy  confrontation, 
consented  to  allow  three  United  League 
representatives  to  observe  all  the 
proceedings. 

Intimidated  all  but  a  few 

But  the  United  League  members’ 
presence  outside  and  inside  intimidated 
all  but  a  few  black  elected  public  officials 
and  black  United  Methodists  from 
appearing  before  the  committees, 
several  church  officials  told  the 
Reporter. 

Some  contended  that  the  United 
League  has  a  loud,  confrontational  style 
that  scares  people.  Some  said  they  hold 
United  League  supporters  responsible 
for  threatening  phone  calls  made  to  them 
and  their  families  during  the  last  three 
months  of  intense  controversy.  (United 
League  supporters  also  have  complained 
to  the  Reporter  that  they  have  received 
telephone  threats  from  “white  racists.”) 

The  committees  were  in  their  second 
joint  session  to  review  whether  National 
Division  support  for  Mr.  Carthan  and  the 
United  League  is  the  proper  way  to 
promote  racial  justice  and  improve 


Home  church  aids  family 

Bypass  ‘buys  time’ 
for  heart  patient 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
JACKSON,  Tenn.  —  Heart  patient 
Mike  Hughes  and  his  family  left  their 
home  in  mid-July  expecting  to  be  in 
California  up  to  a  year  while  he 
underwent,  then  recovered  from, 
transplant  surgery. 

But  physicians  at  Stanford  University 
Medical  Center  found  that  a  triple 
bypass  operation  —  Mike’s  second  in 
eight  years  —  would  “buy  him  some 
time.”  And  as  of  early  August  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman  was  reported 
doing  well  in  Stanford’s  intermediate 
care  unit  following  bypass  surgery. 

Wife,  Sue,  and  their  three  children 
were  close  by,  thanks  to  a  months-long 
effort  by  their  friends  here  in  Browns 
UMC.  Mike’s  insurance  is  expected  to 
cover  most  of  his  medical  costs,  but 
there  was  no  way  short  of  special  gifts 
for  his  family  to  go  with  him  and  be 
without  income  for  several  months. 

Friends  Tony  and  Faye  Hurbis  of 
Browns  Church  spearheaded  the  drive 


to  raise  $50,000.  As  Tony  tells  it, 
members  and  friends  of  the  200-mem¬ 
ber  congregation  “did  everything”  — 
had  bake  sales,  ball  games,  put  contain¬ 
ers  in  local  stores  and  had  a  “Mike 
Hughes  Day”  with  entertainment  for 
the  community  and  proceeds  going  to 
the  Hughes  fund. 

All  those  efforts  raised  just  over 
$40,000.  The  money  was  placed  in  a 
trust  fund,  and  a  bank  officer  from 
Browns  Church  joined  Tony  Hurbis  and 
others  in  administering  the  funds  and 
providing  Sue  Hughes  and  the  children 
expense  money  as  needed.  They  have 
rented  an  apartment  near  the  medical 
center. 

Fund-raising  efforts  have  been 
placed  “on  hold”  while  Mike 
recuperates  from  the  bypass  surgery. 
If  that  proves  to  be  all  the  surgery  he 
needs  and  if  any  money  is  left  in  the 
trust  fund,  “it  will  be  available  for 
someone  else  who  needs  it,”  said  Tony 
Hurbis.  _  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Physicians  told  Mike  Hughes  that  he  had  less  than  six  months  to  live  unless  he 
had  a  heart  transplant.  But  bypass  surgery  “bought  him  some  time."  With  the 
Tennesseean  in  California,  thanks  to  fund-raising  efforts  by  fellow  members  of  his 
United  Methodist  congregation,  are  wife  Sue,  and.  from  left,  Richard,  Michael  and 
Michelle. 


WCC  replies  to  ‘Digest’ 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Ten  U.S. 
church  leaders  have  criticized  an  article 
in  the  August  Reader’s  Digest  for 
presenting  "a  biased  and  unfairly 
negative  view  of  the  World  Council  (of 
Churches)  unsubstantiated  by  facts.” 
They  termed  the  Digest  view  “contrary 
to  the  realities  we  have  personally 
experienced.” 

The  article,  by  Joseph  A.  Harriss,  is 


Child  care  centers  hit  by  cutbacks 

Programs  call  on  church  support  to  take  up  federal  slack 


race  relations  in  this  county. 

The  task  of  bringing  some  sort  of 
reconciliation  between  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Mississippi  and  those  connected  to 
the  National  Division  rests  primarily 
with  the  two  committees  which  later  will 
report  to  their  parent  bodies. 

One  committee  consists  of  nine  elected 
directors  of  the  National  Division.  The 
other  includes  eight  Mississippians 
appointed  by  their  bishop  at  the  request 
of  the  North  Mississippi  Annual 
Conference. 

The  Rev.  William  S.  Evans  II  of 
Memphis,  chairman  of  the  National 
Division  committee,  said  he  regretted 
that  a  result  of  the  compromise  to  bring 
tranquility  and  to  ease  the  fears  of  the 
United  League  that  it  would  be  lied  about 
was  the  poor  turnout  of  other  blacks  who 
represent  80  percent  of  the  county’s 
population. 

Progress  reported 

Despite  all  the  disagreements,  the  two 
chairmen  —  Mr.  Evans  and  the  Rev.  E. 
S.  Furr,  North  Mississippi  Annual 
Conference  council  on  ministries’ 
director  —  said  they  felt  the  joint  effort 
had  been  successful  in  “helping  everyone 
to  better  understand  the  concerns  and 
issues”  of  all  parties. 

Both  committees  met  together  for  two 
days  “without  getting  at  cross- 
purposes,"  Mr.  Evans  said. 

“And  it  was  the  first  time  in  Holmes 
County  that  so  many  parties  laid  their 
feelings  out  in  the  open.  We  felt 
everybody  began  to  see  that  we  need  to 
be  working  together  rather  than  working 
against  each  other,”  Mr.  fevanssaid. 

The  committees  plan  to  meet  together 
again  in  September. 

The  National  Division  committee 
chairman  said  he  told  all  who  appeared 
before  the  committees  that  the  National 
Division  staff  earlier  this  year  had 
violated  church  law  which  requires 
consultation  with  local  church  leaders 
before  money  is  expended  as  it  was  here. 
“We  didn’t  come  here  (on  July  27-28)  to 
defend  ourselves  but  to  hear.” 

The  matter  of  breaking  church  law  was 
to  be  investigated  Aug.  11  in  a  completely 
separate  event.  The  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  and  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  will 
investigate  that  matter  as  requested  by 
the  North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference 
in  June. 


titled  “Karl  Marx  or  Jesus  Christ?”  An 
overline  asks  “Which  master  is  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  serving?" 

The  church  leaders  specifically 
challenged  the  Digest’s  claim  that  the 
WCC  was  no  longer  committed  to  the 
goal  of  Christian  unity.  In  rebuttal  they 
cited  an  agreement  on  Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  Ministry  reported  to  the 
Central  Committee  on  July  25. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

Many  child  care  centers  related  to 
United  Methodism  and  other 
denominations  have  tended  over  the 
years  to  rely  on  state  and  federal 
government  grants  as  funds  became 
available  under  various  welfare 
programs.  During  the  last  five  years, 
however,  severe  reductions  in  federal 
welfare  funding  have  left  such  centers  in 
a  “sink  or  swim”  position. 

To  compensate,  some  centers  have 
limited  their  enrollment;  others  have 
dropped  day  care.  Still  others  modified 
their  nutrition  (subsidized  meal) 
programs  so  they  can  operate  under 
state  and  federal  guidelines  despite 
having  less  money. 

But  several  United  Methodist-related 
centers  are  going  back  to  their  church 
roots,  calling  on  local  and  national 
church  agencies  for  help  so  that  they  can 
continue  to  provide  low-cost  child  care. 
They  maintain  that  this  is  a  vital 
ministry  to  parents  who  must  work  and 
to  their  children. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Eileen  Lindner, 
head  of  the  child  advocacy  section  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  federal 
reductions  have  affected  low-income 
subsidized  child  care  services  by : 

•  Reducing  the  Comprehensive 
Employment  Training  Act  (CETA) 
which  means  child  care  centers’  salaries 
formerly  subsidized  by  CETA  must  be 
paid  from  other  sources; 

•  Cutting  funds  for  nutrition  programs, 
which  means  less  money  to  feed  the 
same  number  of  children  or  restricting 
enrollment  and; 


•  Reducing  funds  for  Title  XX  of  the 
Social  Security  Act,  which  subsidized 
child  care  services  on  a  sliding  scale 
according  to  family  income. 

“Food  programs,  CETA  funds  for 
paying  staff  and  Title  XX  are  aids  for  the 
‘have  nots.’  Those  funds  have  been  cut 
and  the  ‘safety  net’  to  which  the 
president  alludes  is  not  there  to  catch  the 
poor  who  are  being  affected,”  said  Ms. 
Lindner. 

For  instance,  the  UM-related  Della  C. 
Lamb  Neighborhood  House  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  was  forced  to  close  one  of  its 
three  day  care  centers  because  of  the 
funding  reductions.  The  center’s 
director,  William  Akers,  said  11  staff 
„  members  were  laid  off,  but  volunteers 
from  local  United  Methodist  and  other 
churches  have  been  working  with 
children  at  the  two  remaining  centers. 

At  the  UM-related  Neighborhood 
Center  of  Utica,  N.Y.,  the  staff  has 
shifted  its  emphasis  from  providing 
subsidized  care  at  the  center  to 
encouraging  several  area  businesses  to 
provide  nurseries  on  their  premises  for 
workers’  children.  The  center  provides 
volunteers  to  staff  the  nurseries. 

Volunteers  needed,  regardless 

"In  an  economic  crisis  such  as  this  the 
church  does  have  a  responsibility  to 
advocate  for  needed  social  services,  such 
as  child  care,”  said  Linda  Schultze  of  the 
National  Division  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  "At 
the  same  time,  if  budgets  are  being 
trimmed,  church-related  programs  need 
to  be  re-examined  in  terms  of  efficiency 
and  effectiveness.  Having  volunteer 


Older,  helping  hands  of  volunteers  are  essential  parts  of  ministry  at  United  Method- 
•ist-related  child  care  centers.  In  upper  picture,  Ms.  Geraldine  Joyner  helps  a  group  of 
children  under  her  care  make  gingerbread*cookies  at  the  Wesley  Community  Center 
in  Louisville.  In  picture  below,  an  unidentified  volunteer  offers  a  steadying  hand  to  an 
aspiring  young  artist  at  Della  C.  Lamb  Community  Center  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Ecumenical  ministry  pays 
mothers  for  in-home  care 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA  —  Eighty  churches  here 
have  banded  together  to  help  families  on 
public  assistance  to  become  independent 
through  a  day  care  program  with  a  new 
wrinkle. 

The  80  churches’  Ecumenical 
Community  Ministry,  working  in  Carver 
Homes  public  housing  project,  has  set  up 
day  care  for  children  in  private  homes  in 
the  Carver  neighborhood.  The  service  is 
free  to  parents  enrolled  in  a  job  readiness 
program,  also  provided  by  the 
ecumenical  ministry. 

The  “wrinkle”  is  that  the  trained 
women  who  operate  the  day  care  in  their 
homes  are  former  welfare  recipients. 
They  are  paid  ,  for  their  services  while 
helping  their  neighbors  who  need  child 
care  when  they  work. 

The  chairperson  of  the  interfaith 
mission  is  the  Rev.  Bob  Bevis.  He  told  the 
Reporter  the  combination  of  a  free  day 
care  service  and  the  job  readiness 
program  had  received  a  highly  favorable 
response  in  the  Carver  community. 

Monies  started  drying  up 

“We  started  trying  to  get  federal  funds 
to  develop  a  large  day  care  center  in 
Carver  just  when  day  care  monies 
started  drying  up,”  he  said  (see  related 
story  above).  “So  we  had  to  rethink  our 
plans  and  ask  ourselves  how  we  could  do 
this  on  the  money  we  had  in  our 
churches.  That’s  when  we  came  up  with 
the  idea  of  day  care  homes." 

The  ministry  presently  provides  three 
homes,  where  each  trained  woman 
provides  daily  activities,  supervision  and 
meals  for  six  children. 

Each  home  costs  $11,000  each  per  year 
to  operate,  including  the  operators’ 


workers  in  child  care  cuts  costs  and  it 
also  gives  church  volunteers  a  chance  to 
do  hands-on  mission,  which  is  what  we  as 
Christians  should  be  about  whether  or 
not  the  government  is  working  with  us.” 

Budget  cuts  in  day  care  point  to  a 
larger  problem,  center  directors  told  the 
Reporter.  “Poor  women  and  children 
have  been  hit  the  hardest  by  the  budget 
reductions,”  Ms.  Lindner  said.  “Those 
persons  whose  incomes  are  so  low  that 
they  qualified  for  subsidized  day  care  at 
our  centers  are  being  told  there  is  no 
money  or  that  their  meager  salaries  are 
too  high  for  them  to  receive  subsidies. 
They  need  services  but  can’t  qualify.” 

Mr.  Akers  agreed.  “We  were  forced  to 
close  one  day  care  center  and  displace  30 
children  either  because  they  weren’t 
eligible  for  subsidized  care  or  because 
we  no  longer  had  a  center  to  care  for 
them.  Sure,  there  are  private  centers, 
but  we’re  in  a  poor  area.  If  the  parents 
here  could  afford  private  care,  they 
wouldn’t  have  been  hurt  by  the  cuts  and 
we  wouldn’t  be  needed. 

“It’s  a  kind  of  Catch-22,”  he  continued. 
“Mrs.  So-and-So  is  trying  to  get  off 
welfare  and  puts  her  children  in  our  day 
care  program  and  goes  to  work.  But  then 
she  gets  a  raise,  makes  $15  a  month  more 
than  is  allowed,  and  she  loses  $100  per 
month  in  day  care  services.  It’s  crazy.” 

Meal  quality  suffers 

Reductions  in  food  service  funds  for 
day  care  centers  have  resulted  in 
severely  curtailed  enrollment  as  well  as 
reduced  quality  meals  for  some.  The 
UM-related  Bethlehem  Center  in 
Winston  Salem,  N.C.,  survived  a  22 
percent  cutback  in  federal  and  state 
support  for  the  center’s  $97,000  food 
budget  last  year,  but  executive  director 
Nancy  Wilks  told  the  Reporter  another  22 
percent  cut  is  expected  this  year. 

“The  state  has  cut  our  funds,  but  the 
nutrition  guidelines  have  not  changed,” 
she  said.  “Of  our  260  children,  220  of 
them  come  from  low-income  families. 
The  meal  we  serve  them  may  be  the  most 
nutritious  one  they  get,  and  we’re 
expected  to  provide  those  meals  with  half 
the  budget. 

“Last  year  Bethlehem  Center  had  to 
eliminate  desserts,  limit  portions  of 
bread  and  fruit  and  substitute  U.S. 
government  surplus  cheese  for  certain 
cuts  of  meat,  ”  she  said 

Although  many  UM-related  centers 
rely  only  partially  on  federal  and  state 
grants,  others  derive  the  bulk  of  their 
income  from  those  sources. 


Mr.  Akers  of  Kansas  City  said  that  of 
his  center’s  $1.5  million  budget  (day  care 
and  other  programs),  $9,000  came  from 
the  National  Division  and  $12,000  came 
from  the  UMC’s  Missouri  West  Annual 
Conference.  More  than  two-thirds  came 
from  federal  grants,  the  United  Way  and 
private  gifts  from  local  churches  and 
patrons. 

“The  church  has  to  give  us  more  help,” 
he  said.  “We’ve  gotten  the  same  amount 
from  National  Division  for  the  last  nine 
years.  They  are  great  people;  they  are 
supportive  spiritually,  but  the 
government  is  cutting  back  and  we’re 
hurting.” 

Advance  Specials  sought 

Ms.  Schultze  of  the  National  Division 
said  the  agency  is  seeking  more  World 
Service  dollars  for  day  care  and  other 
programs  this  year  through  Advance 
Special  (second-mile)  giving. 

But,  she  said,  the  church  needs  to  be 
both  innovative  in  its  way  of  serving  the 
community  and  forthright  in  advocacy  of 
federally-funded  child  care  for  low- 
income  parents. 

“I  don’t  think  it  is  realistic  to  assume 
that  the  church  can  provide  money  for 
such  a  vast  network  of  projects,"  Ms. 
Schultze  said.  “We  need  to  look  at  root 
causes,  to  evaluate  our  programs  and  see 
if  we’re  where  we  are  needed  most. ' ' 

She  referred  to  a  program  at  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Community  House  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.  Severe  unemployment  has 
left  parents  there  with  no  income  even  to 
pay  for  subsidized  care  and  no  reason  to 
utilize  the  center’s  day  care  program. 
This  summer,  in  fact,  only  six  children 
occupy  classrooms  and  playgrounds  at 
the  center  which  had  up  to  60  children 
during  the  school  year. 

“The  unemployed  parents  don’t  need 
day  care  now  as  much  as  they  need 
counseling,  job  referral  programs  and 
maybe  a  drop-in  center  where  the 
children  are  cared  for  while  the  parent  is 
at  an  interview  or  at  a  counseling 
session,”  Ms.  Schultze  said. 

“I  think  the  church’s  position  has 
traditionally  been  tied  to  the  Christian 
ideal  of  providing  for  those  in  need  —  be 
it  day  care,  food  services  or  income 
allowances.  I  don’t  think  the  marriage 
between  the  church  and  the  federal 
government  to  provide  day  care  and 
other  services  for  low-income  working 
families  has  been  a  bad  one.  It’s  just  that 
the  church  must  analyze  and  then  live  up 
to  its  commitment  and  encourage  the 
government  to  do  likewise.” 


National  survey  tracks 
church  role  in  child  care 


salaries,  food,  toys  and  games.  Mr.  Bevis 
said  90  percent  of  the  funds  come  from 
the  80  churches  in  the  ministry. 

“The  homes  serve  two  important 
purposes,”  Mr.  Bevis  said.  “They  allow 
people  who  want  to  work  a  chance  to  get 
meaningful  training  without  having  to 
pay  high  prices  for  day  care.  And  the 
women  who  operate  the  homes  are 
trained  to  work  with  children  and  are 
paid  for  their  services.” 

Budget  management  offered 

Several  local  churches  involved 
specialize  in  teaching  certain  subjects 
while  contributing  to  the  whole  interfaith 
effort.  Cascade  United  Methodist 
Church,  for  example,  sponsors 
workshops  to  teach  families  how  better 
to  manage  modest  incomes  and  how  to 
serve  nutritious  meals  and  still  live 
within  their  budget. 

Participating  churches  also  contribute 
to  the  job  readiness  program,  working 
with  a  network  of  employers  throughout 
the  city  who  have  agreed  to  consider 
clients  from  the  Carver  project  for  entry- 
level  positions. 

As  a  result  of  the  job  readiness 
program,  24  persons  from  Carver  Homes 
were  placed  in  jobs  last  year.  “Of  those, 
22  were  second  and  third  generation 
welfare  recipients,"  Mr.  Bevis  said.  “We 
feel  we  are  truly  ministering  to  the  total 
needs  of  our  clients  by  teaching  families 
to  become  self-sufficient  and  helping 
them  to  stay  that  way. 

“I  know  that  not  many  congregations 
could  afford  to  implement  this  kind  of 
program  on  their  own.  But  by  forming  an 
ecumenical  network  you’d  be  surprised 
how  much  you  can  do." 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

In  the  “largest-ever  study  on  day 
care”  in  the  United  States,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  reports  that  church- 
related  child  care  is  a  “booming 
business”  for  American  churches. 

The  Rev.  Eileen  Lindner,  chairperson 
of  the  NCC  section  on  child  advocacy, 
told  the  Reporter  recently  that  of  nearly 
27,000  local  churches  surveyed,  52 
percent  or  about  14,000  churches  from  17 
denominations  reported  having  some 
kind  of  child  care  services.  The  next  step 
in  the  year-long  survey  will  be  to  find  out 
exactly  how  many  children  are  served  by 
church-related  child  care  programs  and 
what  kinds  of  services  are  being  offered, 
Ms.  Lindner  said. 

Of  the  church  day  care  programs,  as 
many  as  one  third  are  probably  United 
Methodist,  said  Linda  Schultze  of  the 
National  Division  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“By  the  mid-1980’s  three  out  of  five 
children  will  be  in  family  situations 
requiring  some  day  care  services,”  Ms. 
Lindner  said.  “The  women’s  movement, 
high  inflation  and  the  climbing  divorce 
rate  have  all  contributed  to  the  growing 
number  of  women  entering  the  job 
market.  The  ‘normal’  family  with  a  male 
breadwinner  and  the  wife  who  stays 
home  to  care  for  the  kids  now 
represents  only  20  percent  of  all 
American  families,”  she  said. 

Churches  responded  to  child  care 
needs  en  masse  during  the  1970s  Ms. 


Lindner  said.  Many  local  churches 
developed  Mothers  Day  Out  programs, 
half-day  nursery  services  to  serve 
women  from  their  congregations. 

“We  were  middle-class  churches 
responding  to  the  needs  of  middle-class 
families,"  she  said.  “But  now  a  different 
and  greater  need  confronts  the  churches. 
Many  more  single  parent  families,  most 
of  them  headed  by  women,  are  living 
below  the  poverty  level  and  must  rely  on 
subsidized  day  care.” 

During  the  1920s  and  ’30s,  forerunners 
of  the  United  Methodist  Women  started 
day  care  programs  in  community 
centers  serving  low-income,  working 
families.  As  the  programs  grew,  the 
centers  began  to  rely  more  on  federal 
and  state  grants,  while  remaining 
related  to  the  church’s  mission  arm.  Now 
many  of  these  programs  are  in  danger  of 
extinction  because  of  severe  reductions 
in  the  welfare  portion  of  the  federal 
budget  in  recent  years. 

“This  is  the  first  comprehensive  look 
at  day  care  in  this  country,”  Ms.  Lindner 
said.  “It  is  especially  important  since 
this  is  going  to  be  an  issue  as  more 
women  enter  the  job  market  as  the  sole 
breadwinner.  We  need  to  continue 
services  to  our  own  congregations  —  to 
the  people  who  are  able  to  pay  or  need 
only  a  day  out.  But  low-income  families 
cannot  be  overlooked.  The  churches  have 
a  mission  out  there,  and  our  survey 
hopefully  will  help  them  find  it." 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


CLASSIFIED 

i  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  -  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 
wanted  by  First  United  Methodist  Church.  1600 
members  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev  Frank 
New.  219  N.  Chicago  St.,  Pontiac,  11.  61764.  <815- 
842-1157). 

ONE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO’S  oldest  residence  clubs 
for  women  is  seeking  a  refined  womaj  with  strong 
administrative  and  management  skills  to  be  the  head 
receptionist.  Duties:  evening  receptionist. 
Responsible  for  operating  switchboard,  training. 

CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS: 
Efficient  Pastor's  Study,  Periodic  Contribution 
Report.  Directory  &  Mailing  Label,  Family  Data 
Master  for  TRS-80  I,  II,  III,  &  16.  and  Osborne  $89  95 
each  —  Money  Back  Guarantee  $1.00  for 
specifications  Exodus  Computing,  1328A  7th 
Avenue,  Honolulu,  HI  96816-2646 

modifying  and  scheduling  the  receptionists  Private 
suite,  meals  and  salary  Relocate  to  San  Francisco, 
Nob  Hill  area  Position  open:  9-1-82  Respond  to: 
Mary  Elizabeth  Inn,  1040  Bush  St.,  San  Francisco. 

CA  94109 

WORLD'S  FAIR  ACCOMMODATIONS:  New 

BUYING  COINS,  can  collection  accumulabans, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403 

furnished,  accommodates  8  people,  8  miles  from 
Fair,  $45.00  a  night  For  reservations  call  1615  )  693- 
2172. 

OPPORTUNITIES  UNLIMITED  -  The  Fund 

WANTED:  MINISTER  OR  LAYPERSON  to  work 
with  youth  and  music  at  church  of  1,800  members. 
Salary  negotiable:  805  E  Denman,  Lufkin,  TX  75801, 

Fees  or  Percentages  Counselors  needed,  interesting 
work,  good  earnings  1220  Thomas  Dr  ,  Champaign, 

IL  61820 

FOR  SALE :  21  used  choir  robes  with  satin  reversible 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Youth 
Ministries.  Responsible  for  ten  ehous,  including 
bells.  Contact  Dr.  Robert  M  Brittain,  Trinity  United 

collars.  Cranberry  color.  Call  (412  )  373-0835,  Tnnity 
United  Methodist  Church,  407  Duquesne  Avenue. 
Trafford,  PA  15085.  j 

Point,  FL  (305)  941-8033. 

WANTED :  *  Director  of  Christian  Edi  cation,  please -- 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  including  Rome,  Athens,  Egypt, 
Israel,  July  28  —  Aug.  16, 1982  $2,079  00  Group  hosted 
by  District  Superintendent.  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence. 

4192  Tattenham  Way,  Boise.  ID  83704 

Church,  100  Southeast  2ndAve.,  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 
33301,  Attn:  Mrs.  Carol  Eldridge  <306  )  463-3758. 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  GULFSIDE  AS 
SEMBLY.  a  church  related  assembly  grounds  of  ap 
proximately  100  acres  fronting  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
about  sixty  miles  from  New  Orleans.  Louisiana,  in 
Waveland.  Mississippi  Minimum  requirements  are 
Bachelor's  degree  and  five  years  of  experience  in 
program  planning,  public  relations  and  administra¬ 
tion;  or  ten  years  of  experience  in  program  planning, 
public  relations  and  administration  in  lieu  of  the  BA 
degree  Interested  parties  may  receive  more  infor¬ 
mation  by  writing  to  W  T  Handy,  Jr..  4625  Lindell. 
*420,  St  Louis,  MO  63108.  Application  deadline  is 
September  15, 1982. 

dist  Church.  901  Clay  St.,  Houston,  Texas  77002.  | 

LUFKIN  LOVE  PUPPETS  -  Outreach  Ministry,  for 
information  for  fellowship  nights,  informal  worship, 
seminars,  other  special  events  call  <713  )  634-3914,  or 
write  508  McMullen.  Lufkin.  TX  75801 

EVANGELISM  AND  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  worker 
wanted  Lay  or  clergy  may  apply  for  this  position  at 
Salem  UMC  in  California's  Central  Valley  Write: 
Salem  UMC,  345  E.  Elm  Street,  Lodi,  CA  96240  for  job 
description 
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‘Solidarity /liberation’  approach  linked  to  Jesus 

Advocates  say  missionaries  must  identify  with  poor  in  human  rights  struggle 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  third  of  a  series  of  articles  on  current  and  future 
Christian  mission  efforts  around  the  world,  based  on  the  issues  and  questions  raised 
recently  during  a  consultation  at  the  Overseas  Ministries  Study  Center.  The  focus  of 
this  and  successive  articles  is  on  the  different  "controlling  principles"  or  approaches 
to  mission  being  advocated  by  mission  leaders.  A  previous  article  analyzed  the  "new 
frontiers"  approach.  This  article  analyzes  the  "liberation/solidarity  with  the  poor”  ap¬ 
proach.  Subsequent  articles  will  deal  with  the  "evangelism/church  growth,”  "mutual¬ 
ity/interdependence  of  churches"  and  "Christian  presence/dialogue"  approaches. 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VENTNOR,  N.J.  -  While  some 
Christians  believe  mission  should  be 
devoted  mostly  to  oral  proclamation  of 
the  Good  News,  others  believe  more  in  a 
kind  of  action  testimony  through 
participation  in  human  rights  struggles 
and  advocacy  of  justice  issues  and  in 
“solidarity  with  the  poor.” 

The  debate  over  the  relative 
importance  of  each  approach  and  over 
which  should  take  priority  continues  to 
divide  some  Christians,  while  others 
argue  they  should  complement  each 
other.  Both  approaches  were  advocated 
during  an  analysis  of  five  basic  mission 
methods  here  recently  at  the  Overseas 
Ministry  Study  Center  where  some  200 
conservative  evangelical,  Roman 
Catholic  and  mainline  Protestant 
mission  leaders  gathered  for  a 
consultation  on  the  future  of  Christian 
mission  efforts  (see  earlier  stories  in  this 
series  in  the  July  30  and  August  6  issues) . 

Advocates  for  the'  “solidarity/ 
liberation”  approach  to  mission  say  it  is 
patterned  on  the  ministry  and  teaching  of 
Jesus. 

“In  sum,  it  means  living  for  others,” 
Melinda  Roper,  president  of  the 
Mary  knoll  Sisters  Community,  told  the 
consultation.  Of  all  the  mission-sending 
agencies,  this  religious  order  is  probably 
the  most  completely  identified  with  this 
mission  approach.  Ms.  Roper  was  herself 
a  missionary  to  Guatemala  and  Ell 
Salvador.  Four  Maryknoll  sisters  were 
murdered  in  El  Salvador  within  the  past 
two  years,  allegedly  at  the  hands  of 


government  troops. 

"To  pronounce  the  Good  News  is  to 
love  one’s  enemies,  to  be  poor,  to  be 
humble  and  compassionate,”  Ms.  Roper 
said.  “In  my  experience,  the  people 
taught  me  to  pray  and  called  me  to  life 
through  their  suffering.” 

She  said  the  “paradox”  of  this 
approach  is  that  the  Good  News  is 
announced  to  the  missionary  even  as  the 
missionary  seeks  to  announce  the  Gospel 
by  giving  his  or  her  life  in  obedience  to 
God. 

South  Americans  ‘symbolic’ 

She  believes  the  people  of  Central 
America  are  symbolic  of  all  the  world’s 
poor  and  that  they  are  inviting  North 
Americans  to  understand  the  Gospel 
message  from  the  perspective  of  the  poor 
—  to  give  up  their  materialistic  lifestyle 
and  to  “hunger  and  thirst  for  justice” 
beyond  their  own  national  security, 
economic  and  political  commitments. 

Another  Maryknoll  sister,  Joana  Chan 
of  Hong  Kong,  said  this  approach 
requires  a  different  style  of  cross- 
cultural  missionary : 

“Instead  of  the  missionary  coming  to 
sit  at  the  head  of  the  table,  perhaps  the 
missionary  ought  to  be  the  fish  on  the 
table.” 

Ms.  Roper  said  the  danger  of  the 
“solidarity /liberation”  approach  to 
mission  is  that  the  missionary  can  get  so 
absorbed  in  the  struggle  against  injustice 
and  evil  that  he  forgets  to  look  for  and 
advocate  just  alternatives. 

Another  danger  is  that  the  missionary 
can  get  so  caught  up  in  correcting  social 


injustices  that  he  forgets  to  include  the  evangelical  from  Argentina, 
testimonial  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  thus  “To  talk  about  God’s  concern  (or 
becoming  just  another  secular  preferential  option)  for  the  poor  is 
participant.  fashionable,”  he  warned,  “but  when  it 

It  is  harder  to  adopt  this  approach  than  means  becoming  poor  to  minister  to  the 
it  may  sound,  warned  Dr.  C.  Rene  poor,  it  is  not  so  easy. 

Padilla,  a  leading  Latin  American  “How  hard  it  is  to  come  from  a 


LA  PAZ,  Bolivia  —  In  an  illustration  of  the  "liberation/solidarity  with  the  poor” 
approach  to  Christian  mission,  Bolivian  women  take  part  in  a  nutrition  class  at  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  center  near  La  Paz,  Bolivia  recently.  Hunger  is  a  fact  of  life  in  Bolivia  — 
one  of  the  poorest  countries  in  Latin  America  —  where  infant  mortality  is  high  and  the 
average  life  span  only  47.  Church-related  projects  have  helped  peasants  start 
community  food  development  programs  and  are  providing  technical  crop  production 
assistance  in  the  area .  religious  news  service  photo 


wealthy,  powerful  country  to  learn  the 
lessons  of  servanthood  for  the  sake  of  the 
Gospel,”  Dr.  Padilla  said.  “We  have  to 
set  aside  our  privileges,  our  exit  visas, 
our  power  and  financial  connections  to 
an  outside  mission  agency.” 

He  called  for  “a  new  breed  of 
missionaries”  and  “new  models  of 
mission  adapted  to  the  yawning  chasm 
between  rich  and  poor.” 

“It  is  high  time  for  Christians  to  take 
seriously  ‘evangelical  poverty,’  ”  he 
said.  "That  is,  the  poverty  inspired  by 
the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who, 
though  he  was  rich,  became  poor  for  us.” 


‘Empowerment’  is  objective 

The  Rev.  Charles  Germany,  a 
participant  here  for  the  World  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said  the 
World  Division  has  as  its  “controlling 
principle  in  the  1980s”  the  “empower¬ 
ment  of  the  poor  and  the  oppressed.”  The 
division  has  four  program  areas  de¬ 
signed  to  accomplish  this  objective,  he 
said.  They  are  ministries  of:  leadership 
development,  calling  to  discipleship,  hu¬ 
man  freedom  and  justice,  and  interna¬ 
tional  understanding  and  action. 

The  “solidarity/liberation”  approach 
has  proved  to  be  controversial  not  only 
for  the  Maryknollers  but  also  for  the 
UMC’s  World  Division  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  which  has  also 
adopted  this  mission  style. 

“Our  primary  concern  with  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  is  its  apparently 
total  commitment  to  liberation  theology 
to  the  total  disregard  of  calling  persons 
to  a  reconciling  relationship  with  God 
through  Jesus  Christ,”  said  the  Rev. 
Virgil  Maybray  of  the  UMC’s  unofficial 
“Evangelical  Missions  Council.” 

“We  support  working  for  peace  and 
justice,  but  human  beings  have  a 
spiritual  dimension  that  should  be 
addressed,”  he  added.  “The  board  is 


totally  this-world  oriented.” 

The  Rev.  Philip  Potter,  chief  executive 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  said 
last  month  the  “solidarity/liberation” 
approach  can  conflict  with  established 
churches  in  many  countries  because  they 
are  caught  in  the  power  structures  of 
society. 

Most  not  ‘people’s’  churches 

“Most  churches  are  not  people’s 
churches  but  churches  which  have 
become  socially  accepted  or  dominated 
by  privileged  persons,”  he  said. 

“While  (Christian)  churches  have  had 
a  long  history  of  giving  aid  and  attending 
to  the  poor  by  charitable  works  .  .  .  they 
have  hardly  addressed  themselves  to  the 
structures  which  perpetuate  poverty  and 
have  generally  not  been  willing  to  enter 
into  the  struggle  for  justice  for  the  poor,” 
Dr.  Potter  said. 

Edmund  Robb,  a  United  Methodist 
evangelist  who  was  among  the  founders 
of  Institute  of  Religion  and  Democracy, 
charged  that  United  Methodism  has  been 
captured  by  the  ecumenical  movement 
and  become  captive  to  left-wing  and 
Marxist  philosophies. 

Some  United  Methodist  missionaries 
have  found  their  own  way  to  work  within 
both  the  board’s  direction  and  their  own 
evangelical  beliefs.  The  Rev.  Lawrence 
Brown  of  Brazil  wrote  that  “Christians 
cannot  wash  their  hands  of  the  problem 
of  poverty  ...  we  can  attack  the  problem 
at  the  root  which  is  covetousness,  greed, 
Vanity  and  political-economic  opportun¬ 
ism  where  the  weak  are  devastated. 

“Solidarity  with  the  poor  means 
sharing  ...  not  only  our  material  ; 
substance  but  our  time,  our  talents,  our 
ideas  and  our  faith.  This  is  love  in  action  ; 
.  .  .  this  is  not  a  social  Gospel  over 
against  evangelism.  To  me  it  is  following 
Jesus,  making  Him  Lord.  This  can  only 
strengthen  our  evangelistic  appeal  as 
well  as  our  own  spiritual  life.” 


the  church  today 


Audio-visual  equipment 
sales  to  be  dropped 

DALLAS  (UMN)  —  Church  Resource 
Systems  (CRS)  is  discontinuing  its 
catalog  discount  sale  of  audio-visual 
equipment  on  Aug.  31. 

Launched  in  1970  with  the  advent  of  the 
cassette  tape  recorder  and  a  cassette 
news  tape  reporting  the  sounds  of  the 
General  Conference  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  meeting  in  St.  Louis,  CRS 
has  become  the  marketing  arm  of  its 
parent  body,  The  United  Methodist 
Communication  Council  (UMCC). 

CRS  sells  audio-visual  equipment, 
conducts  communication  training  clinics, 
publishes  a  quarterly  communication  re¬ 
source,  CRS  Update,  manages  a  per¬ 
sonnel  bank,  produces  audio  and  video¬ 
cassette  programming,  markets  a  new 
local  church  computer  software  system 
and  has  recently  helped  organize 
national  associations  of  “grassroots” 
church  communicators. 

New  president  named 
for  bi-lingual  institute 

EL  PASO  (UMN)  —  A  native  of  El 
Paso  and  former  pastor  in  that  city  has 
been  named  president  of  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute,  according  to  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Monk  Bryan,  chairman  of  the 
school’s  Trustees. 


Dr.  Ruben  Salcido,  a  graduate  of  The 
University  of  Texas  at  El  Paso,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  and  Texas 
Christian  University  in  Fort  Worth 
where  he  earned  a  Doctor  of  ministry 
degree,  assumed  the  position  at  the  bi¬ 
lingual  educational  institution  this 
month. 

Dr.  Salcido  has  headed  the  Office  of 
Vocation  and  Career/Life  Planning  for 
the  denomination’s  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  in  Nashville. 

Pastor  appointed 
seminary  vice  president 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Rev.  Lovett 
Hayes  Weems,  Jr.  has  been  appointed 
Vice  President  of  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  beginning  Sept.  1,  with 
responsibility  for  financial  development 
and  public  relations. 

Pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Philadelphia,  Mississippi,  since 
1976,  Dr.  Weems  held  prior  pastorates  in 
Mississippi  Conference  churches  and  has 
fulfilled  many  preaching  engagements  at 
conference  and  district  events  through¬ 
out  the  United  Methodist  Church.  He  has 
been  a  delegate  to  the  denomination’s 
General  Conference  and  held  leadership 
posts  at  all  levels  of  Methodist  boards 
and  agencies,  notably  with  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


People  in  the  news... 


Language  missionary  helps 
ease  culture  change 

GALANG,  Indonesia  —  As  an 
American  working  in  a  refugee  camp 
10,000  miles  from  home,  Lois 
Purdham  knows  her  life  is  not  exactly 
soft.  She  shares  a  barracks-like 
dormitory  with  other  American 
workers  in  the  middle  of  the  noisy, 
bustling  camp,  answers  hundreds  of 
questions  a  day  about  every  aspect  of 
American  culture,  and  can  attend 
church  only  every  fifth  week. 

But  she  said  she  gets  her  rewards  in 
grateful  smiles  from  the  people  she 
serves,  and  Vietnamese  and 
Cambodian  refugees  find  that  their 
introduction  to  U.S.  culture  is  much 
easier  thanks  to  Ms.  Purdham,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  laywoman. 

Ms.  Purdham,  a  member  of 
Prospect  Park  UMC  in  Minneapolis, 
has  worked  for  more  than  a  year  at 
the  Galang  Refugee  Processing  Camp 
here  as  a  supervisor  in  the  Intensive 
English  and  Cultural  Orientation 
Program  (IECO).  A  former  teacher 
of  English  as  a  second  language,  she 


Lois  Purdham  and  her  ‘taxi’ 


now  employed  by  the  United 
Nations  Save  the  Children 
Federation.  Her  job  is  to  train 
Indonesians  to  instruct  *  refugees 
awaiting  resettlement  in  the  U.S. 
There  are  6,000  persons  at  Galang 
awaiting  sponsorship  in  the  U.S.,  Ms. 
Purdham  said,  and  as  part  of  a  new 
government  policy  one  member  of 
each  family  accepted  for  resettlement 
in  the  U.S.  must  go  through  three 
months  of  English  training  and 
American  cultural  orientation. 

Ms.  Purdham  was  home  in  June 
and,  in  an  article  in  die  Minnesota 
edition  of  the  Reporter,  she  recounted 
her  trials  and  triumphs  during  her 
first  year  at  Galang. 

“Probably  the  most  moving 
experience  for  me  has  been  the 
opportunity  to  talk  with  these  people 
who  have  suffered  so  much  and  yet 
continue,”  Ms.  Purdham  wrote. 

Working  morning  through  evening 
with  the  students,  Ms.  Purdham  said, 
the  IECO  program  serves  1,200 
persons  with  400  to  500  graduating 
each  month.  In  addition  to  the  English 
and  cultural  classes,  the  camp  also 
provides  vocational  education  in 
electronics,  typing,  sewing  and 
restaurant  work. 

Ms.  Purdham’s  dedication  to 
helping  others  is  not  a  new-found 
trait,  said  her  father,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Purdham,  pastor  of  Hillcrest  UMC  in 
Bloomington,  Minn. 

“Lois  loves  people,  and  I  think  she 
is  especially  sensitive  to  the  mass 
amount  of  pain  experienced  by  the 
people  she  serves  in  Galang.  Her  faith 
has  taught  her  to  share,  and  she  takes 
that  calling  very  seriously.  We  just 
wish  she  were  a  little  closer  to  home,” 
he  told  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Purdham  said  his  daughter 
conducts  personal  devotions  daily  but 
looks  forward  to  her  week  off  every 
five  weeks  when  she  attends  Wesley 
Methodist  Church  in  Singapore,  100 
miles  from  the  camp. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Global  Ministries  restructure  proposed 


Med  school 
6 turnaround 9 
credit  given 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON  —  A  physician  here  is  being 
widely  hailed  for  performing  a  short¬ 
term  “miracle”  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Meharry  Medical  College  in 
Nashville. 

He  is  Dr.  Richard  Lester,  and  as  of  late 
July  he  is  back  on  his  regular  job  as 
professor  of  radiology  at  the  University 
of  Texas  Medical  Center. 

A  little  over  a  year  ago  he  gave  up  his 
title  as  chairman  of  the  radiology 
department  to  take  a  one-year  interim 
presidency  at  Meharry.  The  United 
Church  of  Christ  layman  had  served 
several  years  on  the  Meharry  board  and 
continues  on  it  even  though  his 
presidency  is  over. 

It  is  estimated  that  Meharry  trains  up 
to  one-half  of  the  nation’s  black  doctors 
and  dentists.  Many  of  those,  in  turn,  spend 
their  careers  delivering  health  services 
to  the  poor.  Dr.  Lester,  among  others, 
sees  Meharry,  as  a  national  treasure. 

But  the  “treasure”  was  badly 
tarnished  when  he  took  the  presidency. 
At  that  point  Meharry:  (1)  had  a  $29 
million  construction  loan  on  its  new 
hospital  which  it  was  having  difficulty 
paying  off  ;  (2)  lacked  access  for  its 
students  to  train  at  two  major  tax- 
supported  Nashville  hospitals,  those 
places  being  filled  under  an  old 
agreement  benefiting  predominantly- 
white  Vanderbilt  University  Medical 
School;  (3)  faced  possible  loss  of 
accreditation  by  the  American  Medical 
Association  for  several  reasons, 
including  the  above. 

As  one  Nashville  paper  later  described 
it  editorially,  when  Dr.  Lester  arrived  at 
Meharry,  he  was  “suspect:  a  white 
physician  from  Texas  heading  a 
majority  black  school  .  .  .  Nobody 
anticipated  that  this  seemingly  mild- 
mannered  Texan  who  wore  cowboy  boots 
and  white  Stetson  hat  would  become  a 
fierce,  forceful  and  effective  champion  in 
Meharry’s  behalf  ...  He  took  on  the 
Veterans  Administration,  Nashville 
General  Hospital,  the  Vanderbilt 
University  medical  school,  the  Metro 
(city /county  combined)  government  and 
the  local  power  structure,  first  imploring 
and  cajoling,  then  badgering  and 
harassing  on  behalf  of  the  school ...”  *• 

He  got  the  attention  of  a  White  House 
task  force  which  in  turn  helped  him  get 
attention  from  the  VA  and  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services.  The  latter  agency  agreed  to 
pay  off  Meharry’s  $29  million  loan  and 
the  VA  was  told  to  give  Meharry  students 
access  to  a  VA  hospital  in  a  nearby  town. 

Dr.  Lester  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
federal  government’s  assumption  of 
Meharry’s  big  loan  means  that  the  school 
now  has  free  and  clear  title  to  its  own 
hospital  and  can  use  that  as  security  to 
refinance  loans  for  other  needs. 

Time  magazine,  in  its  Aug.  2  issue, 
observed  that  Meharry  will  benefit  from 
the  five-year  improvement  program  put 
in  motion  by  Dr.  Lester.  This  includes  a 
plan  to  attract  new  faculty  physicians 
and  to  improve  the  freshman  class 
average  admission  test  scores  by 
limiting  class  size. 

United  Methodist  higher  education 
chief  executive  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter,  also  on  the  Meharry  board,  said 
in  a  mid-July  letter  to  all  bishops  that  the 
denomination  “owes  Dr.  Lester  a  vote  of 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  his  service.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
WILMORE,  Ky.  —  The  Evangelical 
Missions  Council,  a  task  force  within 
United  Methodism’s  unofficial  “Good 
News”  group,  has  issued  two  proposals 
for  restructuring  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  the  group  officially 
charged  with  developing  options  for 
restructuring  the  board. 

The  missions  council  for  most  of  its 
several  years’  existence  has  been  either 
critical  of  or  in  dialogue  with  the  board 
about  its  mission-sending  policy, 
particularly  its  work  overseas. 

One  proposal  would  create  a  new 
“Division  for  New  Outreach”  within  the 
mission  board,  regardless  of  what  other 
structure  the  board  maintained  or 


changed  to.  The  new  division  would 
“develop  ministries  in  areas  where 
Christian  work  and  witness  is 
nonexistent  or  where  less  than  1  percent 
of  the  local  population  is  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  or  related  auto¬ 
nomous  churches.”  This  would  give  the 
new  division  duties  the  board’s  World 
Division  now  has  for  areas  where  the 
board  is  making  “new  commitments.” 

The  Evangelical  Missions  Council's 
more  extensive  proposal  calls  for 
restructuring  the  board  from  its  present 
six  divisions  and  three  offices  and 
committees  to  three  divisions,  one  each 
for  General  Administration,  National 
Missions,  and  World  Missions. 

This  proposal  does  not  call  for  a 


separate  “Division  of  New  Outreach" 
but  would  lodge  most  responsibilities  for 
“areas  of  the  world  where  there  is  no 
effective  witness”  with  a  task  force 
within  the  Division  for  World  Missions. 

This  latter  proposal  would  also  abolish 
what  is  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  board 
and  assign  its  responsibilities  either  to 
other  divisions  within  Global  Ministries  or 
to  other  general  church  agencies. 

Copies  of  both  proposals  were  mailed 
in  late  July  to  members  of  the  so-called 
Committee  of  20,  made  up  of  10  persons 
each  from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  Committee  of  20  will  meet  August 
19-20  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


"We've  been  trying  to 
batter  down  the  doors 
instead  of  oiling 
the  hinges." 


Across  the  centuries,  soldiers  of  the  cross,  have 
confronted  tremendous  odds  to  carry  the  gos¬ 
pel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Unfortunately,  our 
methods  haven't  always  been  biblical  or  Christ- 
like.  Today,  we  no  longer  fight  holy  wars,  but 
sometimes  we  forget  now  Jesus  evangelized. 

He  used  stories  to  relate  to  people.  It  worked 
marvelously.  The  people  lesus  touched,  simply 
told  with  joy  what  had  happened  to  them.  It  was 
simple  but  very  effective.  We  have  a  new  film 
series  that  can  help  you  take  your  flock  back  to 
the  basics.  It's  based  on  the  bold  insight  that  the 
potential  of  evangelism  hinges  on  every  believer 
with  a  story  to  tell.  A  personal  story,  full  of  life 
and  hope.  One  that  truly  has  the  power  to 
evangelize.  It's  the  kind  of  witnessing  con¬ 
temporary  Evangelicals  can  find  easy  to  do. 

WORD.  INCORPORATED 

Producers  of  the  lames  Dobson! Focus  on  the  Family  film  series 


The  NEW  WINEIXcs 
KEITH  MILLER 

Produced  by  MMK  Inc.  •  Educational  Products  Division 


■  Mail  to  WORD.  INC  Educational  Products  Division 

■  P  O  Box  I  790  Waco.  TX  76795 

•  □  Yes.  We  would  like  more  information  about  this 
»  fresh  biblical  approach  to  evangelism.  Please  send 
a  us  complete  information  about  the  new  film  series 

|  by  Keith  Miller  called  New  Wine. 
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Construction  of  New  St.  Andrew’s  Church 
Scheduled  for  Early  Fall 


Steering  Committee  Meets  for 
1984  Jurisdictional  Conference 


The  Steering  Committee  for  the  1984 
South  Central  Jurisdicitional  Conference 
met  in  Lubbock,  Texas,  Monday,  August 
2,  1982.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting, 
presided  over  by  Bishop  Louis  W. 
Schowengordt,  was  to  organize  the 
various  local  committees  that  will 
prepare  for  the  1984  Jurisdictional 
Conference.  The  site  of  the  July  16-19, 
1984,  Jurisdictional  Conference  will  be 
the  Lubbock  Memorial  Civic  Center  lo¬ 
cated  in  Lubbock  which  now  has  the  title 
—  “Convention  City  of  the  Southwest.” 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Chairperson  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  and  Dr.  S.  Duane  Bruce, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Jurisdiction, 
represented  the  Jurisdiction  at  the 
meeting  which  is  composed  mostly  of 
members  from  the  host  conferences  — 
Northwest  Texas,  New  Mexico  and  Rio 
Grande.  Mrs.  Laura  McMillan  of 
Lubbock  was  elected  General  Chairman 
of  the  Steering  Committee. 

Dr.  Caraway  stated,  “The  Lubbock 


Memorial  Civic  Center  will  have  ideal 
meeting  facilites  for  the  1984  Conference. 
The  general  session  will  be  held  in  the 
40,000  square  foot  (column-free)  Exhibit 
Hall  which  will  afford  excellent  seating 
arrangements  for  the  visitors  to  the 
conference  as  well  as  the  delegates.  The 
Service  of  Holy  Communion  and  the 
Consecration  Service  for  the  newly 
elected  bishops  will  be  held  in  the 
Sanctuary  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Dr.  Sam  Nader,  former 
Louisiana  minister,  is  the  pastor  of  the 
First  Church. 

“First  Church  is  located  just  two 
blocks  from  the  Civic  Center  and  the 
hotels  which  will  reserve  over  400  rooms 
for  the  conference  are  all  located  within 
a  block  of  the  Civic  Center.  The  Holiday 
Inn  Civic  Center  Hotel  which  is  now 
under  construction  will  be  the  main  hotel 
for  the  conference. 

“At  the  present  time,  it  is  projected 
that  three  bishops  will  be  elected  at  the 
1984  Conference  in  Lubbock.” 


Editors  Note:  The  editor  has  asked 
several  of  the  churches  equipped  with  a 
satellite  downlink  to  report  on  their 
progress  in  using  the  new  equipment  as  a 
resource  in  Christian  Education.  The 
following  report  from  the  Rev.  James 
McLelland,  Associate  Pastor  at  the 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Ruston,  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  articles 
to  be  published  related  to  the  use  of 
television  in  the  local  church.  Questions 
or  com  mens  related  to  the  subject  may 
be  addressed  to:  The  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  P.  O. 
Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70821. 

“The  video  Church  School  lessons  on 
The  Early  Church’  have  gotten  off  to  a 
good  start  at  Trinity  Church.  Last 
Sunday  some  75  persons  viewed  the  first 
lesson,  then  dismissed  to  their 
classrooms  for  discussion. 

The  response  was  generally  favorable 
on  the  part  of  both  discussion  leaders  and 
students  although  some  have  decided  not 
to  continue  in  the  series.  We  have  tried  to 
emphasize  three  points  in  presenting  the 


TV 

Ministry 

Update 


TV  Church  School  Lessons: 

1.  The  Lessons  should  be  considered  a 
short  term  elective  course  and  is  not 
meant  to  take  the  place  of  existing  Church 
School  classes.  While  the  teachers  at 
Trinity  had  expected  to  draw  persons 
from  their  Church  School  Classes  on  an 
individual  basis,  as  it  has  turned  out,  a 
number  of  adult  classes  decided  to  take 
the  video  series  as  a  whole  class  for  a  two 
month  period. 

2.  The  Church  School  lesson  is  not 
contained  on  the  video  tape.  The  tape  is 
only  a  resource  —  a  springboard  for 
discussion.  It  is  in  the  discussion  groups 
that  the  real  lesson  takes  place.  For  this 
reason  we  intend  to  continue  working 
closely  with  our  discussion  leaders  in 
weekly  Teacher’s  Meetings. 

3.  Not  everything  that  is  presented  on 
the  video  tape  will  meet  with  our 
agreement,  but  this  gives  us  opportunity 
to  make  our  response  of  faith  and 
conviction. 

We  look  forward  to  the  remainder  of 
the  series  on  The  Early  Church.’  ” 


REMINDER 

CURRIC-U-SHOPS  IN  LOUISIANA 


Ruston 

Trinity  Church 
Oct.  5 


Baton  Rouge 
First  Church 
Oct.  7-8 


Construction  for  the  new  St.  Andrew’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  first  new 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  area  in  12  years,  is  slated  to  get 
underway  this  Fall. 

The  master  plan  and  plans  for  Phase  I 
of  the  new  church  were  recently 
approved  by  the  membership  and  the 
district  board  of  church  location. 
Architect  for  the  project  is  Bobbie  B. 
Crump,  Jr.,  AIA,  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Located  in  the  Shenandoah  area, 
Phase  I  of  St.  Andrew’s  will  include  a 
fellowship  hall  with  a  seating  capacity  of 
300,  which  will  be  used  for  a  temporary 
sanctuary;  six  class/Sunday  school 
rooms;  offices  for  the  minister  and 
secretary;  a  small  kitchen;  restrooms 
and  a  1,500  square  foot  multipurpose 
room  for  choir  or  classes.  It  will  also 
feature  a  bell  tower  and  covered  walk  to 
the  entrance. 

Chartered  in  early  1982,  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  St.  Andrew’s  has  been 
meeting  at  Shenandoah  Elementary 
School  since  September  of  1981  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Rev.  Fred  Wideman, 
pastor. 

Completion  of  the  $330,000  brick  veneer 
and  redwood  siding  structure  is 
scheduled  for  February  of  1983. 


UMW Reports  Very  Successful 
School  of  Christian  Mission 


By  DR.  NANCY  M.  CARRUTH 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  held  a  most 
successful  School  of  Christian  Mission 
this  year  under  the  capable  leadership  of 
Mrs.*,iJ$argaret  Bryan,  Dean.  Serving 
with  her  as  Assistant  Dean  was  Mrs. 
Johnnye  Butler.  The  School  was 
conducted  in  two  sessions  (week  day 
school  and  week  end  school)  and  the  total 
attendance  was  317.  Of  this  number,  95 
were  “first  timers”  and  20  attended  as 
receipients  of  the  Estelle  Dameron 
Scholarships.  For  the  second  consecutive 
year,  the  Alexandria  District  won  the 
attendance  banner.  This  is  based  on  the 
highest  attendance  in  percentage  to  the 
membership. 

The  Schools  had  a  very  capable  staff  of 
teachers:  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  leading 
the  study  on  “Hebrews”;  Itasca 
Stafford,  Clytie  Perry,  Elizabeth 


Thomas,  and  Robert  Storey  taugh 
“People  of  the  Pacific  Islands”;  am 
“Pilgrimage  of  Faith-Oneness  in  Christ’ 
was  led  by  Ann  Hearn,  Charles  McClure 
and  Stan  Warfield.  The  music  Workshop 
was  conducted  by  Dr.  Will  Andress  anc 
Nora  Figg,  as  pianist.  Estelle  Dameror 
presented  the  Special  Emphasis  on  th< 
Reading  Program  and  the  Audio-Visuals 
were  shown  by  Elaine  Phillips.  Eula 
Wyatt  and  Audrey  Alexander  served  as 
Nurses  for  the  Schools. 

Morning  Devotions  were  presented  by 
ministers  of  the  Shreveport  area  and 
were  ecumenical.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  spoke  to  the  School  on  Sunday 
morning. 

Each  School  celebrated  a  “Fun  Night” 
with  participants  dressed  in  Pacific 
Islands  attire.  The  Schools  each  ended  on 
a  high  note  with  the  celebration  of  Holy 
Communion  in  Brown  Chapel. 


Membership  skit 


Processional  to  Holy  Communion 


Church  Insurance  Grants  Available 


EVANSTON,  ILL  (UMNS)  -  Grants  of 
up  to  $5,000  each  are  available  to  United 
Methodist  churches  needing  financial 
assistance  to  reduce  the  risk  of  fire  or 
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other  loss. 

A  total  of  $47,500  has  been  ma 
available  by  trustees  of  the  Genei 
Church  Insurance  Trust  Fund  for  1 1 
year’s  grants,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Joan  Cole,  a  staff  member  of  the  Unit 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Finan 
and  Administration  (GCFA). 

The  trust  receives  its  money  fro 
churches  which  voluntarily  donate  all 
a  portion  of  the  dividends  they  recei 
from  participation  in  the  insuran 
program.  This  will  be  the  third  ye. 
grants  have  been  made  directly  to  loc 
churches. 

Dr.  Cole  said  congregations  in  < 
states  except  Kentucky,  Texas,  Hawj 
and  Mississippi  are  eligible  for  a  grar 
In  these  states  the  insurance  progra 
either  is  not  available  or  the  trust  fund 
not  an  option. 

Applications  for  grants  can  be  mat 
only  through  a  church’s  distri 
superintendent  and  must  be  received 
the  GCFA  office  here  by  Oct. 
Recipients  of  grants  will  be  select! 
during  the  GCFA  annual  meeting 
early  December  in  Atlanta. 


Around  the  Conference 


V CS  at  Roanoke 

Using  the  theme  "Come  Follow  Jesus”  the  attendance  at  Roanoke's  VCS 
July  19-23,  increased  from  73  on  Monday  to  104  on  Friday.  The  directors  were 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Tietje  and  Mrs.  Magioria  Sonnier.  The  youth  presented  a 
message  each  day  using  puppets.  The  Rev.  Homer  Bailes  is  pastor 


Live  Oak  Celebrates  Homecoming 

Live  Oak  United  Methodist  recently  celebrated  Homecoming  with  the  Rev.  A1 
Collins,  former  pastor  of  the  church,  delivering  the  message.  It  was  two  years 
ago  on  Homecoming  that  the  congregation  broke  ground  for  the  new  sanctuary 
and  educational  building.  Dr.  Burton  Blair  is  pastor. 


Wild  Wednesdays  at  Ingleside’ 


The  children  of  Ingleside  United 
Methodist  Church  are  having  a  good 
time  in  August  attending  “Wild 
Wednesdays.’’  Each  Wednesday  in 
August  the  children  going  into  lst-6th 
grade  are  invited  to  meet  at  the 
church  and  go  on  an  outing.  They  play 
Putt-Putt,  go  watersliding,  and 
skating.  The  last  outing  will  be  a 
combination  trip  to  the  zoo  and  a 


picnic.  Attendance  has  been  great. 

Also,  Ingleside  United  Methodist 
Church  held  Vacation  Church  School 
June  21-25,  averaging  48  students  and 
21  teachers  and  helpers  per  day. 
Additional  helpers  from  Hughes 
United  Methodist  Church  helped 
make  the  Vacation  Church  School  a 
great  success. 


WCC  Leaders  Respond  to 
Reader’s  Digest  Article 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Ten  U.S. 
church  leaders  have  criticized  an  article 
in  the  August  Reader’s  Digest  for 
presenting  “a  biased  and  unfairly 
negative  view  of  the  World  Council  (of 
Churches)  unsubstantiated  by  facts.” 
They  termed  the  Digest  view  “contrary 
to  the  realities  we  have  personally 
experienced.” 

The  article,  by  Joseph  A.  Harriss,  is 
titled  “Karl  Marx  or  Jesus  Christ?”  An 
overline  asks  “Which  master  is  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  serving?” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Huston,  ecumenical 
officer  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
was  among  those  signing  a  statement 
drawn  up  July  26  while  the  American 
churchmen  are  attending  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  World  Council’s  Central 
Committee  in  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

The  church  leaders  specifically 
challenged  the  Digest’s  claim  that  the 
WCC  was  no’  longer  committed  to  the 
goal  of  Christian  unity.  In  rebuttal  they 
cited  an  agreement  on  Baptism, 
Eucharist  and  Ministry  reported  to  the 
Central  Committee  on  July  25.  Climaxing 
50  years  of  work  on  thorny  doctrinal 
questions  dividing  the  churches,  the 
agreement  is  evidence  that  “on  these 
central  matters  of  faith  we  are  now 
closer  together  than  the  churches  have 
been  for  centuries.” 

The  goal  of  Christian  unity  “remains 
the  vital  heart  of  the  Council’s  life  and  is 
primary  among  its  purposes,”  the 
leaders  affirmed. 

Noting  the  WCC  was  created  in  1948  to 
address  divisions  in  the  world  as  well  as 
in  the  church,  the  American  churchmen 
pointed  out  that  political,  economic, 
social  and  territorial  issues  continue  to 
separate  people.  The  overcoming  of  such 
rifts  is  vital  to  human  survival,  they  say. 

The  WCC  is  a  “unique  and  valuable 
instrument  for  binding  up  our  broken 


world’s”  according  to  the  statement.  The 
Council  deals  with  these  divisions  “in  the 
context ...  of  our  common  faith  in  God 
and  our  joint  submission  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,”  said  the  churchmen. 

While  not  commenting  on  the  Digest’s 
charge  that  the  WCC  has  not  publicly 
criticized  Soviet  human  rights  violations 
for  fear  of  losing  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  from  its  membership,  the 
churchmen  said:  “In  the'WCC  we  have 
opportunity  to  know  and  talk  with 
brothers  and  sisters  who  live  in  different 
cultures,  under  different  economic  and 
political  systems  .  .  .  we  are  convinced 

such  bonds  must  be  strengthened  .  .  .” 

The  Americans’  statement  also 
expressed  “dismay”  at  "superficial 
stereotypes  and  code-words”  used  in  the 
Digest  article.  “To  dismiss  our  friends 
and  colleagues  as  ’anti-Western,’  ‘anti¬ 
capitalist,’  ’leftist’  etc.  is  to  do  them 
injustice,”  said  the  statement.  It  also 
was  seen  as  a  disservice  to  Digest 
readers,  many  of  whom  are  members  of 
churches  whose  leaders  signed  the 
statement. 

Regretting  the  Digest  has  circulated 
“such  distortions,”  the  10  appealed  to 
members  of  their  churches  “to  withstand 
these  misrepresentations."  They  also 
pledged  to  respond  immediately  to  all 
questions  raised  by  their  members. 

No  mention  was  made  of  the  Digest's 
lengthy  attack  on  the  WCC’s  Program  to 
Combat  Racism.  According  to  Mr. 
Harriss,  the  Special  Fund  to  Combat 
Racism  has  devoted  nearly  half  of  the  $5 
million  paid  out  since  1970  to  “guerrillas 
seeking  the  violent  overthrow  of  white 
regimes  in  southern  Africa.” 

The  WCC  has  issued  a  paragraph-by¬ 
paragraph  examination  of  the  article, 
which  is  available  from  the  New  York 
Office  of  the  WCC,  Room  1062.  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115 
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Abolition  of  ‘winning’  college  team 
offers  profound  lesson  in  morality 


MEMBERS  KEEP 
NEGLECTING  THEIR 
RKFONSlWLlTlfS 
AMP  I  HAKE  TO 

vo  their  job; 


The  University  of  San  Francisco 
dropped  a  bombshell  on  the  sports  world 
recently  by  announcing  discontinuance 
of  its  intercollegiate  basketball  program. 
One  of  the  dominant  teams  in  the  nation 
and  winner  of  an  NCAA  championship 
will  simply  cease  to  compete.  The 
reasons  given  were  repeated  rules 
violations  by  coaches  and  alumni  which 
contradict  the  school’s  purpose  as  a 
Christian  institution  of  higher  education, 
and  the  apparent  inability  of  the  school’s 
leaders  to  prevent  such  abuses. 

The  decision  was  announced  by  the 
university’s  president,  the  Rev.  John 
LoSchiavo,  following  an  internal 
investigation  of  widely-publicized 
charges  that  one  of  the  team’s  star 
players  had  been  paid  $5,000  by  an 
alumnus  for  a  summer  job  which  he 
never  performed.  The  school,  which  is 
related  to  the  Jesuit  order  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  has  been  cited  for  rules 
violations  several  times  during  recent 
years.  Following  the  last  NCAA 
investigation  in  1980,  Father  LoSchiavo 
warned  that  any  subsequent  rules 
violations  would  not  be  tolerated.  Appar¬ 
ently  his  words  were  not  taken  seriously. 

In  announcing  the  school’s  decision 
Father  LoSchiavo  said  the  price  of 
winning  “is  being  exacted  in  terms  much 
more  important  than  dollars.  There  is  no 
way  of  measuring  the  damage  to  the 
university’s  most  priceless  assets,  its 
integrity  and  its  reputation.” 

He  added:  “These  people  are 
determined  to  break  the  rules, 
presumably  because  they  are  convinced 
that  the  university  cannot  stay  within  the 
rules  and  maintain  an  effective, 
competitive  program.  The  university, 
under  NCAA  rules,  is  responsible  for  a 
mentality  and  environment  that  is 
beyond  the  coaches’  and  university’s 
control.  Whether  or  not  these  people  are 
correct,  the  university  cannot  afford  to 
pay  the  price  the  basketball  program  is 
imposing  on  it.” 

In  a  society  increasingly  dominated  by 
a  “winning  is  everything"  attitude,  both 
this  decision  and  the  reasons  given  for  it 
are  shocking.  Rules  violations  are  a  well- 
known  fact  of  life  in  college  athletics  and 
they  are  taken  for  granted  by  many 
persons  as  a  necessary  part  of  the 
overhead  cost  for  producing  a  successful 
athletic  program.  Such  rationalizations 
as  "everyone  is  doing  it,  we  just  got 


caught”  are  almost  always  heard  when  a 
school  is  placed  on  probation.  Even 
officials  of  a  church-related  school 
placed  on  probation  are  apt  to  say  more 
about  not  being  able  to  participate  in 
championship  playoffs  or  to  receive  TV 
exposure  and  revenue  than  about  such 
concerns  as  the  school’s  ethical  integrity 
and  reputation. 

Many  University  of  San  Francisco 
supporters,  and  sports  fans  in  genera],  no 
doubt  are  saying  that  Father  LoSchiavo 
and  the  university’s  trustees  have 
grossly  overreacted  by  penalizing  many 
persons  for  the  sins  of  only  a  few.  To  the 
contrary,  we  consider  it  both  courageous 
and  reassuring  that,  rather  than  taking 
such  an  easy  way  out,  the  university’s 
leaders  made  a  decision  based  on  what 
they  believe  is  most  consistent  with  the 
basic  purposes  of  the  school.  Their 
conclusion  that  there  are  some  things 
more  important  and  virtuous  than 
“winning”  is  thoroughly  out  of  step  with 
the  prevailing  values  of  our  time,  but 
thoroughly  in  step  with  the  teachings  of 
One  who  once  asked  His  followers:  "For 
what  does  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gains  the 
whole  world  and  loses  his  soul?” 

We  commend  Father  LoSchiavo  and 
other  University  of  San  Francisco 
officials  for  the  position  they  have  taken. 
We  commend  the  example  they  have  set 
to  others  charged  with  administering 
colleges  and  universities  —  particularly 
those  related  to  the  church.  If  would-be 
cheaters  knew  that  their  actions  could 
result  in  their  school’s  athletic  participa¬ 
tion  being  terminated,  there  would  almost 
certainly  be  far  less  cheating.  If  ethical 
integrity  was  generally  treated  as  having 
more  importance  than  “winning  at  any 
cost,"  it  would  even  make  “winning” 
more  meaningful. 

While  urging  those  who  administer  our 
nation’s  colleges  and  universities  to  set 
their  priorities  properly,  those  of  us 
involved  in  various  athletic  programs  for 
pre-college  youngsters  that  have  become 
a  way  of  life  in  many  communities  would 
do  well  to  ask  ourselves:  “What  price  do 
we  exact  from  the  young  people  we 
lead?”  and  “what  lessons  do  we  teach 
them  by  the  way  we  lead?”  For  them  and 
for  all  of  us,  it  is  time  to  confront  the 
moral  dilemma  posed  by  our  mania  for 
sports,  and  to  ask  ourselves  how  many 
“infractions”  or  ethical  compromises  it 
takes  to  produce  a  decadent  society. 
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Here  I  Stand 

‘Pre-need’ funeral  planning  can  be 
done  best  in  context  of  Christian  faith 
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By  RUSSELL  L.  BERRY 

A  primary  purpose  of  the  church  is  that 
of  teaching  religious  values.  But  what 
should  be  the  role  of  the  church 
concerning  secular  values,  the  value  of 
consumer  goods  and  services,  and 
specifically  funeral  goods  and  services? 

Our  application  of  religious  values  in 
choosing  funeral  goods  and  services  is 
often  blocked  by  ignorance,  by  incapaci¬ 
tating  emotions,  and  by  lack  of  time.  The 
cure,  in  my  view,  is  pre-need  planning  of 
funeral  and  memorial  services.  I  believe 
that  churches  should  help  people  make 
pre-need  plans  for  the  following  reasons. 

The  “average  price"  of  a  funeral  is 
now  $2,000.  When  cemetery  and  other 
costs  are  added  it  rises  to  $2,500  or  more. 
Still  the  average  price  does  not  mean 
very  much  because  funeral  homes  must 
charge  according  to  the  ability  of  people 
to  pay.  They  must  do  so  because  they 
must  serve  all  who  die  —  the  poor  as  well 
as  the  rich.  Thus  the  main  difference 
between  a  $1,000  funeral  and  a  $3,000 
funeral  may  only  be  a  more  expensive 
casket. 

But  why  the  high  average  price  for 
funerals?  Because  there  are  too  many 
costly  funeral  homes.  For  the  United 
States  the  average  funeral  home  has  less 

My  Witness 


than  100  funerals  per  year  or  two  per 
week.  Obviously  the  average  funeral 
home  could  easily  handle  200  funerals 
per  year  or  four  per  week.  If  it  did,  its 
average  fixed  overhead  costs  would  be 
cut  by  half.  This  would  greatly  reduce 
funeral  prices  or  increase  profits. 

So  why  doesn’t  price  competition  for 
funerals  drive  out  the  least  efficient 
homes?  Because  there  is  no  price 
competition  between  funeral  homes. 
Funerals  are  custom-made  and  prices 
vary  according  to  a  person’s  ability  to 
pay.  Under  these  conditions  price-cutting 
has  no  meaning  and  does  not  work. 

Prices  range  widely 

Still  funeral  homes  will  provide  simple 
dignified  funerals  at  a  wide  range  of 
prices.  For  example,  direct  cremation 
without  viewing  costs  $400  or  less.  Direct 
burial  without  viewing  costs  $600  or  less. 
Embalming  and  viewing  may  cost  $200 
or  more.  But  you  should  not  expect 
funeral  directors  to  advertise  these  low- 
priced  funerals.  They  must  sell  some 
high-priced  funerals  in  order  to  cover 
their  high  average  costs.  Most  people  are 
not  aware  that  by  pre-planning  their 
funerals  they  can  save  hundreds  of 
dollars  .  .  .  thousands  for  the  community. 


The  walls  we  build  can  shut  out 
or  take  in  those  persons  around  us 


By  BILL  HARRIS 

There  are  all  kinds  of  walls  in  our 
world.  Some  of  these  are  built  to  keep 
others  out,  and  others  are  built  to  keep 
people  in.  There  are  many  physical  walls 
in  our  world,  such  as  the  Berlin  Wall,  and 
the  Great  Wall  of  China.  But  I  rather 
think  most  walls  we  build  are  imaginary, 
mental,  or  social. 

There  may  be  a  wall  that  can  divide  a 
person.  Sometimes  we  may  be  our  own 
worst  enemy;  there  is  a  war  going  on 
within  us;  and  we  may  be  constantly 
running  ourselves  down.  To  overcome 
such  walls,  we  must  learn  to  love 
ourselves  properly.  A  firm  belief  in  God 


will  give  us  the  faith,  trust,  and  self¬ 
esteem  to  make  us  whole  persons.  The 
key  phrase  is,  “if  we  have  a  self¬ 
appreciation,”  it  makes  possible  a 
forgetting  of  self  in  relation  to  others. 

There  can  be  walls  between  persons. 
This  can  include  family  and  neighbors, 
as  well  as  any  estrangement  between 
people.  A  good  example  of  this  is  the 
person  who  built  a  wall  about  himself  to 
shut  out  his  neighbor,  but  the  neighbor 
built  a  wall  around  himself  and  the  other 
person  to  show  his  love  and  friendship. 
Robert  Frost  said  in  his  poem,  “The 
Mending  Wall”  ; 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Our  use  of  honorary  degrees  is  hypocrisy 


To  the  Editor: 

In  a  day  and  time  when  distrust  forlhe 
academic  community  is  burgeoning  in 
our  churches,  some  of  our  religious 
leaders,  hungry  for  the  respect  afforded 
by  doctorate  degrees  have  gained 
honorary  degrees  which  they  unethically 
display  with  no  qualification  distinguish¬ 
ing  them  from  hard-earned  degrees.  If 
the  degree  is  presented  out  of  gratitude 
for  leading  a  successful  fund-raising 
campaign,  the  title  appears  to  have  been 
purchased,  frequently  from  a  school 
which  does  not  even  have  a  graduate 
program. 

Many  noble  and  famous  people  have 
been  granted  honorary  doctorates  for 
humanitarian  efforts  and  certainly 
qualify  for  that  gesture,  but  seemingly, 
only  in  the  church  are  these  titles  abused 
by  being  used  formally  without 
qualification.  The  titles  appear  on  church 
stationery,  on  the  marquee  out  front,  in 
the  church  bulletin  and  in  newspaper 
advertisements.  I  was  shocked  to  learn 
that  a  junior  college  in  Florida  has 
granted  honorary  doctorates  to  several 
well-known  radio  evangelists  who  use  the 
titles  profusely.  Several  of  my  relatives 
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and  friends  have  sacrificed  greatly  to 
earn  doctorate  degrees  as  well  as  many 
ministers,  and  it  is  unfair  to  them 
for  others  to  misrepresent  themselves  by 
abusing  honorary  degrees.  We  look  to  the 
church  for  a  moral  model,  yet  this 
hypocrisy,  unique  to  the  church,  seems  to 
be  becoming  more  and  more  acceptable. 
If  the  academic  community  is  to  take  the 
church  more  seriously,  we  must 
discontinue  this  form  of  dishonesty. 

Duane  Smith 
Houston,  Texas 

Falkland^  letter 
writer  rebuked 

To  The  Editor : 

Mr.  LeGrand  Smith  in  his  fervent 
desire  to  see  an  end  to  “imperialist  and 
colonist”  occupation  of  the  Falkland 
Islands  has  a  very  strange  view  of  the 
Islanders  and  their  needs  (see  UMR 
“Letters”  July  23). 

That  they  are  few  in  number  is  hardly 
surprising  due  to  geography  and  the 
harshness  of  terrain  and  climate,  but 
does  that  mean  that  their  wishes  are  to 
be  ignored?  Should  another  form  of 
colonialism,  Argentinian  this  time,  be 
substituted  just  because  Argentina  “has 
always  claimed  the  island?” 

Perhaps  the  motivation  for  Argentina’s 
April  2  attack  should  be  more  carefully 
studied,  and  most  certainly  negotiations 
should  be  resumed  between  Britain  and 
Argentina. 

At  present  the  military  regime  in 
Buenos  Aires  can  hardly  govern  its  own 
people  without  taking  on  the  added 
burden  of  the  Falklands. 

Why  not  leave  the  Islanders  to  their 
chosen  lifestyle,  almost  crime  free, 
gentle  and  hard  working?  There  are  so 
few  places  left  with  such  attributes. 

Jacqueline  Kelsey 
Kenmore,  New  York 

Mr.  Swaggart’s  comment 
reason  for  concern 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  the  Reporter  editors 
and  Winona  Cochran  for  the  coverage 
given  to  a  recent  sermon  by  the  Rev. 
Jimmy  Swaggart  (see  UMR  “Here  I 
Stand,”  July  23).  Even  if  none  of  his 
comments  were  factual,  they  ought  to 
give  us  cause  as  United  Methodists  to  be 
concerned  with  the  image  we  project. 

I,  too,  heard  this  message  by  Mr. 
Swaggart  and,  unfortunately.  I  am 
afraid  it  hit  all  too  close  to  home.  Many  of 
us  would  rather  say,  “it  doesn’t  really 
make  any  difference  if  Mary  was  a 
virgin,  the  important  thing  was  that 
Christ  came."  I  submit  to  you  that  it  does 
make  a  difference! 

The  last  time  I  heard  a  United 
Methodist  sermon  on  Satan  and  hell  was 
in  a  revival  in  Kentucky  many  years  ago. 
Today  that  is  much  too  strong,  and  it 
might  offend  someone.  Even  the  term 
“revival”  has  to  be  softened  to 
“renewal.” 

As  to  comments  concerning  the  Bible 
being  the  Word  of  God,  I  am  surprised  we 
got  46%  to  agree.  What  I  hear  being  said 
by  many  United  Methodists  is  that  the 
Bible  was  written  by  prophets,  disciples 


and  other  followers  as  a  collection  of 
stories  about  God  and  Christ,  but  nothing 
about  “divine  inspiration”  nor  “infallible 
Word  of  God.”  Rather,  that  much  is  open 
to  interpretation  by  the  reader. 

No,  I  don’t  believe  that  all  United 
Methodists  nor  United  Methodist 
ministers  are  this  way.  Many  are 
dedicated,  hard-working  for  Christ.  I  am 
concerned  that  we  as  a  church  are 
becoming  too  “liberal"  in  our  thinking, 
perhaps  in  order  to  make  United 
Methodism  more  palatable  for  more 
people. 

Rodney  M.  Schlitz 
Metarie,  Louisiana 

Redbird  articles  praised 

To  The  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  articles  on  the  Red 
Bird  Missionary  Conference  and  its 
agencies  in  the  July  2  and  9  issues  of  the 
Reporter. 

Joyce  Hopkins’  treatment  was  sensitive 
and  positive,  not  only  to  the  problems  and 
challenges  we  face,  but  also  to  the  people 
in  southeastern  Kentucky. 

Such  articles  are  bound  to  help  United 
Methodists  throughout  the  nation  feel 
that  they  are  personally  participating  in 
ministries  that  make  a  difference. 

Joe  Davis 
Beverly,  Kentucky 

Good  News  convocation 
w  as  uplifting  experience 

To  the  Editor: 

We  recently  returned  from  the  Good 
News  Convocation  in  Abilene,  Texas. 
What  a  great  experience  it  was  for  our 
children  and  us! 

We  have  been  aware  of  Good  News,  the 
“forum  for  scriptural  Christianity  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church,”  for  several 
years  now  and  have  felt  a  real  bond  with 
them  and  their  goal  to  renew  Methodism. 

The  convocation  was  a  display  of  what 
Methodism  was  always  intended  to  be  — 
stimulating  evangelistic  speakers, 
strong  Bible  teaching,  great  Christian 
fellowship,  Spirit-filled  worship,  the 
clear  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  a 
strong  call  to  missions  in  the  church. 

We  came  away  refreshed  and  eager  to 
return  to  our  local  United  Methodist 
Church  and  continue  to  work. 

We,  United  Methodists,  should  be 
proud  to  have  a  group  within  the  church’s 
body  that  is  so  dedicated  to  the  Lord,  its 
people,  its  roots  and  its  future.  We  feel 
very  hopeful  for  our  denomination  since 
we  know  the  Holy  Spirit  is  working. 

Bill  &  Candy  Brummer 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Homosexuality  issue  can 
impact  overseas  churches 

To  the  Editor: 

In  view  of  Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley’s 
position  on  the  ordination  and 
appointment  of  homosexuals  as 
ministers  within  our  United  Methodist 
Church,  I  can  no  longer  remain  silent. 

When  the  highest  leaders  of  our  church 
support  homosexuals  as  ministers,  we 


are  witnessing  a  spiritual  and  moral 
decay.  I  make  a  clear  distinction 
between  showing  understanding  and 
compassion,  as  against  ordination  and 
appointment  of  homosexuals  as 
professional  religious  leaders. 

I  am  a  United  Methodist  missionary. 
My  wife  and  I  are  starting  our  25th  year 
in  Africa.  We  have  worked  in  four 
different  countries.  Among  African 
Christians,  no  other  issue  is  more 
repugnant  than  accepting  homosexuals 
as  ministers  in  our  church. 

I  strongly  believe  that  Bishop 
Wheatley’s  pro-homosexual  stand  is 
causing  an  open  split  within  United 
Methodism  around  the  world. 

Wendell  L.  Golden 

Bloomington,  Indiana 

Mideast  and  the  Bible 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Bible  says  that  God  promised  all 
the  land  between  the  Nile  and  the 
Euphrates  Rivers  to  Abraham  and  his 
descendants  forever. 

How,  then,  can  Phil  Pierce  maintain 
that  occupation  of  Palestine  by  the  Arabs 
gives  them  a  right  to  it  (see  UMR 
“letters,”  July  23)?  Do  we  believe  the 
Bible,  or  don’t  we? 

Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Alcohol  articles  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  June  25th  issue  carried  excellent 
articles  concerning  the  prevention  of 
alcohol-related  suffering. 

I  do  not  use  the  drug  and  encourage 
others  not  to  use  it,  but  always  make  it 
clear  that  many  of  my  drinking  friends 
are  superior  to  me  in  many  ways.  Eleven 
years  of  thought  have  gone  into  these  two 
statements:  “Because  of  what  the  drug 
does  to  others,  concerned  persons  refuse 
to  drink.  Because  of  what  it  may  do  to 
them,  concerned  drinkers  refuse  to  drink 
daily,  and  when  they  drink,  they  limit 
their  drinking  to  one  or  two  drinks  in  24 
hours  and  wait  one  hour  per  drink  before 
driving.” 

If  everyone  was  a  concerned  person  or 
concerned  drinker,  alcohol-related 
suffering  would  be  wiped  out! 

I  really  appreciated  your  account  of 
Professor  Rada  of  California  (see  UMR, 
June  25),  and  wish  we  had  more  of  him. 

Richard  E.  Taylor  Jr. 

Topeka,  Kansas 

Reporter  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  simply  an  expression  of 
appreciation  for  your  excellent  paper.  As 
a  retired  minister  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference  I  receive  it  regularly  and 
read  almost  every  word.  Then  I  pass  it  on 
to  a  friend  here  at  Frasier  Meadows 
Manor  so  my  copy  of  the  Reporter  does 
double  duty.  It  not  only  keeps  me 
informed  as  to  happenings  in  our  con¬ 
ference,  but  in  our  whole  denomination. 

Knowing  of  the  problem  created  by  the 
increased  postage,  I  send  herewith  a 
small  contribution  to  help  keep  my  paper 
coming. 

E.  Russell  Tanner 
Boulder,  Colorado 


"Before  I  built  a  wall  I'd  ask  to  know 
what 

I  was  walling  in  or  walling  out, 

And  to  whom  I  was  like  to  give  offence. 
Something  there  is  that  doesn’t  like  a 
wall,' 

That  wants  it  down." 

It  takes  a  lot  of  giving  and  tolerance  on 
each  one’s  part  to  keep  walls  from  being 
built  between  persons.  Instead  of 
harboring  petty  grievances  and  ill 
feelings,  which  will  make  mountains  of 
mole  hills,  the  air  should  be  cleared  and 
differences  resolved.  It  may  take  some 
bending  on  someone’s  part,  or  on  the  part 
of  both  parties,  but  it  can  be  done. 

Some  of  the  walls  which  may  separate 
us  from  our  neighbors  are  social,  status 
and  economic.  We  need  to  help  each 
other,  recognize  each  other’s  problems, 
and  live  together. 

Rita  Snowden  tells  a  beautiful  story  of 
how  a  wall  can  be  moved  to  include 
rather  than  exclude.  Some  soldiers 
during  World  War  I  brought  a  dead 
comrade  to  a  French  Roman  Catholic 
cemetery  for  burial.  When  the  priest 
learned  the  dead  soldier  was  not  baptized 
a  Roman  Catholic,  he  regretfully  told  the 
soldiers  that  according  to  cemetery 
regulations  he  could  not  permit  his  burial 
in  the  cemetery.  Sadly  the  soldiers 
buried  their  comrade  just  outside  the 
wall  of  the  cemetery.  The  next  morning, 
as  they  were  preparing  to  leave,  they 
could  not  find  the  burial  place,  although 
they  kniew  it  was  just  outside  the  wall  of 
the  cemetery.  As  they  were  leaving,  the 
priest  confessed  that  in  the  early 
morning  hours  he  had  moved  the  wall  to 
include  the  grave  of  the  soldier  who  had 
died  for  France’s  freedom. 

Christ  helps  to  move  walls  that 
separate  people  and  to  bring  them 
together  in  His  Kingdom  of  Love. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Bill  Harris, 
is  a  member  of  the  Cabot  UMC  in  Cabot, 
Arkansas  (North  Arkansas  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222. 


For  example, 
community  of  23,000  people  there  will  be 
about  200  funerals  per  year  and  two  . 
funeral  homes.  Suppose  each  provides 
100  funerals  per  year.  If  there  were  only 
one  funeral  home,  then  the  average  , 
fixed-cost  per  funeral  would  fall  by  half; 
say  from  $1400  to  $700  for  a  saving  of  $700. 
Thus  for  200  funerals  there  would  be  a 
saving  of  $140,000  per  year!  Nationally 
the  savings  would  be  $1.4  billion ! 

If  one  grants  that  this  is  a  waste,  why  . 
should  the  church  be  more  concerned 
about  funerals  than  with  unwise 
expenditures  for  other  goods  and ; 
services?  Because  death  raises  ultimate . 
or  religious  questions.  Because  the 
church  should  help  us  understand  and 
celebrate  not  only  birth  but  death. 
Because  this  understanding,  in  a , 
Christian  context,  requires  advance-,, 
thought  and  planning  which  the  church, 
can  encourage.  While  funeral  directors  „ 
cannot  advertise  without  risking  ruin 
some  welcome  pre-need  planning. 

Charges  can  cooperate 

Churches  can  educate  their  members 
about  the  meaning  of  death  and  dying 
and  the  importance  of  pre-need  funeral  , 
and  memorial  plans  if  a  person’s 
religious  convictions  are  to  be  acted  out 
when  death  occurs.  Perhaps  churches 
should  cooperate  in  creating  non-profit, 
volunteer  funeral  and  memorial 
societies.  These  societies  help  members  ' 
make  pre-need  plans  with  cooperating  •' 
funeral  directors. 

A  new  book  has  just  been  published  by 
Scott  Foresman  for  NRTA-AARP  on  pre¬ 
need  funeral  planning:  Thomas  C.  ' 
Nelson,  “It’s  Your  Choice:  The  Practical  ’ 
Guide  to  Planning  a  Funeral.”  It  not  only, 
explains  clearly  and  simply  the  choices,  ’. 
as  to  disposition  and  services  and  their 
costs  but  also  explains  how  to  conduct 
educational  programs.  It  lists  additional 
planning  resources,  the  funeral  and 
memorial  societies  and  addresses  for 
more  information. 

If  your  library  does  not  have  a  copy 
you  can  order  it  from  “It’s  Your  Choice,” 
400  South  Edward  St.,  Mt.  Prospect,  IL, 
60056  ($4.50  or  $3.50  for  members  of 
NRTA-AARP).  This  book  is  oil  for  the 
lamps  of  all  concerned  with  pre-need 
planning.  With  it  we  can  avoid  not  only 
burying  but  losing  forever  the  master’s 
talent. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  Dr.  Russell  L.  Berry,  is  an 
economist,  and  a  member  of  the  First 
UMC  in  Brookings,  South  Dakota. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Houston,  Texas 

With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  550 
member-families  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
UMC  in  Houston,  Texas  (Texas 
Conference ) . 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Houston,  we  say 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


Need  never  takes 
a  vacation. 

August  is  frequently  a  month  of  relaxation.  We  move 
at  a  slower  pace  and  tend  to  put  off  tasks  to  a  later  time. 
We  need  that  relaxation  and  it  seldom  is  begrudged  us. 

But  we  must  also  remember  that  need  never  takes  a 
vacation.  Christian  communities  in  our  nation  and  around 
the  world  continue  feeding  the  hungry,  healing  the  sick, 
sheltering  the  homeless  .  .  .  offering  hope  and  new  life. 

The  Advance  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  designated  giving 
in  which  all  participants 
share:  those  who  plan, 
those  who  give,  and  those 
who  pray  and  work  to 
help  meet  the  needs  of  • 
others. 

There  is  no  August  in 
the  calendar  of  want  or 
despair. 


For  more  information  write: 
THE  ADVANCE  OFFICE 
Room  1316 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115 
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Mississippians  testify  national  agency  broke  UM  law 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Missions  execs  counter  that  consultation  not  required  for  two  grants 


Associate  Editor 

JACKSON,  Miss.  —  “Not  guilty”  was 
the  plea  of  a  group  of  United 
Methodism’s  top  missions  agency 
officials  here  last  week  when  they 
appeared  during  an  unprecedented 
investigation  conducted  by  a  task  force 
from  three  other  denominational 
agencies. 

Those  officials  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  steadfastly  insisted 
that  their  controversial  grants  last  winter 
to  two  organizations  in  Mississippi  did  not 
violate  church  law  (see  box)  requiring 
advance  consultation  with  specific  local 
UM  officials. 

Furthermore,  they  argued,  church  law 
doesn’t  even  apply  to  their  actions  in 
Mississippi. 

Mississippi  United  Methodist  leaders 
—  their  anger  occasionally  surfacing  — 
contended  that  church  law  does  apply. 
And  they  portrayed  a  series  of  events 
that  they  said  demonstrated  clearly  that 
consultation  did  not  occur  before  money 
was  given  to  the  “Free  Mayor  Eddie 
Carthan”  defense  fund  and  the  United 
League  of  Holmes  County,  a  black 
activist  group  which  supports  the 
Carthan  campaign  (see  Reporter,  May 
28,  June  4, 11  and  18,  July  2  and  Aug.  13). 

Effects  far-reaching 

The  results  of  this  hearing  —  not 
expected  until  fall  —  could  have  far- 
reaching  effects  on  the  obligation  the 
church’s  general  agencies  have  to  consult 
with  local  church  leaders  before  giving 
money  collected  from  local  churches  to 
non-church  groups  in  their  area. 

Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick,  episcopal  leader 
of  Mississippi  United  Methodists,  began 
the  testimony  with  a  recitation  of  events 
surrounding  the  controversial  grants 


from  Global  Ministries’  National 
Division. 

The  bishop  stressed  that  the  two 
parties  specifically  named  for 
consultation  in  Paragraph  817  —  the 
bishop  and  the  conference  council  on 
ministries  —  were  neglected  by  the 
National  Division. 

The  chronology  of  events  as  stated  by 
one  or  both  sides  and  undisputed  in  the 
hearing  was: 


(1)  The  two  grants  in  question  were 
approved  in  October  1981  by  elected 
directors  of  the  National  Division.  Ap¬ 
proval  was  contingent  on  National  Divi¬ 
sion  staff  consulting  with  Mississippi 
church  officials. 

(2)  Two  months  later,  a  National 
Division  staff  member  was  sent  to 
Mississippi  to  gain  information  on  the 
Holmes  County  situation  and  to  fulfill  the 
consultation  requirement.  He  talked  to 
two  Mississippi  officials,  but  not  to  those 
specified  in  the  Discipline. 

(3)  The  National  Division  made  the 
grants  shortly  after  that  visit. 

(4)  Two  months  after  the  grants,  the 
National  Division  first  informed  Bishop 
Minnick,  who  said  he  didn’t  know 
anything  even  was  being  considered. 

(5)  Four  months  after  the  grants,  the 
director  of  the  conference  council  on 


ministries  first  learned  about  them  from 
congregations  which  had  read  about 
them  in  the  public  media. 

Beyond  those  points  of  agreement, 
however,  are  several  differences.  The 
National  Division  delegation  represented 
themselves  at  the  hearing  in  three 
different  stages,  moving  from  one  stage 
to  another  as  members  of  the  tri-agency 
task  force  for  four  hours  pressed  them  on 
particular  points. 


During  the  first  stage,  the  Rev.  Rene 
Bideaux,  head  of  the  National  Division 
was  the  chief  spokesman.  He  emphasized 
his  belief  that  consultation  is  not  a 
legality  but  an  opportunity  for  involving 
local  United  Methodists  in  ministry.  He 
admitted  consultation  in  the  Mississippi 
case  had  not  been  what  he  wants  and  that 
he  has  begun  procedures  to  insure  better 
consultation  in  the  future. 

The  task  force  members  pressed  for  a 
clear  answer  whether  National  Division 
staff  had  violated  or  fulfilled  Paragraph  817. 

In  response,  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  chief  of  Global  Ministries,  took 
the  National  Division’s  defense  into  a 
second  stage,  saying  church  law  was  not 
violated  in  that  a  form  of  consultation 
took  place.  Although  the  consultation 
was  "inadequate,”  he  said,  there  was 
enough  of  it  to  be  legal. 


The  task  force  reminded  him  that 
church  law  specifically  requires  that 
consultation  be  with  the  bishop  and 
council  on  ministries,  not  a  district 
superintendent  and  bishop’s  assistant, 
the  two  who  had  received  the  prior 
informal  notice. 

Dr.  Nugent  answered  that  he  believes 
the  encounter  with  the  bishop’s  assistant 
(who  stood  up  and  said  even  he  was  not 
told  of  the  grants)  amounted  to 
consultation  with  the  bishop. 

‘‘Maybe  we  play  very  loose,”  Dr. 
Bideaux  said  about  the  interpretation  of 
church  law.  ‘‘But  I’m  not  willing  to  say 
we  did  not  comply  with  Paragraph  817. 
Our  intent  was  to  do  so.” 

John  Stumbo,  an  attorney  and  Global 
Ministries  director,  moved  the  defense 
into  the  third  stage,  saying  that 
Paragraph  817  didn’t  apply  to  the  two 
grants  because  neither  of  the  recipients 
is  a  program  as  defined  by  Paragraph 
803.10:  ‘‘A  program  is  an  ongoing  or 
special  activity  designed  and 
implemented  to  fulfill  a  basic 
Disciplinary  responsibility  of  a  general 
agency ...” 

Non-church  groups  ‘outside  rule’ 

Because  the  Carthan  and  United 
League  groups  are  outside  the  church, 
any  money  given  to  them  does  not  come 
under  the  consultation  provisions, 
various  Global  Ministries  leaders  said. 

One  dissenting  voice  from  the  Global 
Ministries  delegation  was  that  of  the 
Rev.  William  Evans,  a  pastor  from 
Memphis.  He  is  a  National  Division 
director  and  is  chairman  of  the 
committee  responsible  for  the  division’s 
sub-agency  which  actually  funded  the 
Mississippi  groups. 

"This  is  just  one  director  speaking,”  he 
said  prior  to  the  task  force  going  into 
closed  session.  "But  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  if  any  program  gets  funding 
(from  the  National  Division),  we  have  the 
obligation  to  consult.  If  it  is  in  the  name 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
everybody  in  the  constituency  deserves 
to  hear  the  rationale  for  the 
involvement.” 

He  later  told  the  Reporter  that  he  was 
one  “architect”  of  Paragraph  817  as 
approved  by  the  1980  General 
Conference,  the  only  body  that  speaks  for 
the  entire  denomination.  "I  know  that 
(the  Global  Ministries  officials’  current 
interpretation  of  the  law)  is  not  what 
General  Conference  meant.” 

Late  in  the  hearing,  Dr.  Nugent 
expressed  the  feeling  of  many  of  those 
present  that  the  dispute  is  pulling  the 
church  away  from  ministry.  He 
beseeched  all  involved  to  accept  his 
board’s  assertions  that  consultation  will 
be  taken  much  more  seriously  in  the 
future. 

Ongoing  defections  predicted 

That  apparently  wasn’t  enough  for 
most  Mississippians  who  said  they  would 
like  to  move  forward  in  the  spirit 
suggested  by  Dr.  Nugent  but  that  the 


National  Division's  continuing 
involvement  in  Holmes  County  based  on 
the  inadequate  consultation  likely  will 
divide  many  local  United  Methodists 
from  their  denomination  until  their  legal 
complaints  are  dealt  with. 

Some  Mississippians  said  afterwards 
that  they  don’t  want  to  leave  it  up  to 
general  agency  staff  to  decide  when  and 
how  to  consult,  no  matter  how  good  their 
promises  are.  They  said  they  want 
church  law  to  guarantee  consultation,  as 
they  believe  it  does. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

An  article  in  the  August  "Reader's 
Digest”  which  attacks  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  as  being  more  Marxist  than 
Christian  in  its  approach  to  social  issues 
has  evoked  varying  degrees  of  criticism 
from  United  Methodists  who  are  well- 
versed  in  the  ecumenical  movement. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Huston,  the 
denomination’s  chief  ecumenical  officer, 
censured  the  article,  titled  "Karl  Marx 
or  Jesus  Christ?”  He  said  the  article 
used  “inaccurate  code  words  such  as 
‘communist  and  terrorist’  without  any 
concrete  evidence.” 

The  article  by  Reader’s  Digest  “roving 
editor”  Joseph  Harriss  asserted:  "All  in 
all,  the  Geneva-based  ecumenical 
organization  made  clear  its  preference 
for  social  concerns  over  purely  religious 
ones.  It  showed  that  its  approach  to  solv¬ 
ing  the  world’s  social  ills  owes  almost  as 
much  to  Marxism  as  to  Christianity.” 

Further  the  article  states,  "...  its 
(the  council’s)  increasingly  aggressive 
involvement  in  politics  and  its  financial 
support  of  violence  have  made  it  a  factor 
of  division  rather  than  unity.” 

Dr.  Huston,  general  secretary  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  de¬ 
fended  the  council  in  a  packet  sent  out  by 
the  commission  earlier  this  month.  It  and 
other  materials  were  sent  to  church 
leaders  to  help  answer  questions  about 
the  “Digest”  article  and  other  attacks 
against  the  WCC. 

Dr.  Huston  warned  that  another  Digest 
article  and  what  is  expected  to  be  an 
unfavorable  segment  on  CBS  "60 
Minutes"  are  due  later  this  year. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Wall,  a  United  Methodist 
and  editor  of  "The  Christian  Century,” 
told  the  Reporter  that,  although  the  wide 
variety  of  ideologies  represented  within 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  could 
evoke  legitimate  criticism  from  many 
sides  of  the  socio-political  spectrum,  the 
"Digest”  article  was  ‘‘not  responsible 
criticism  but  a  hatchet  job. 

"It  was  poor  journalism.  First  it  went 


The  hearing  was  a  response  to 
identical  resolutions  passed  almost 
unanimously  in  June  by  both  annual 
conferences  in  Mississippi  asking  for  a 
ruling  on  National  Division  staff  actions. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  the  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  each  sent  a  top 
executive  and  a  layman,  laywoman  and 
a  minister  from  the  board  of  directors  to 
serve  on  the  task  force.  The  chairman, 
the  Rev.  J.  Clair  Jarvis  from  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  said  no  finding  will  be  made 
public  until  recommendations  are 
presented  to  the  full  boards  of  directors 
of  the  three  agencies  in  the  fall. 


all  the  way  back  to  1975  for  its  first 
illustration  —  referring  to  the  council’s 
controversial  meeting  in  Nairobi,"  Mr. 
Wall  told  the  Reporter.  “Then  it  dredged 
up  the  often  discussed  grant  to  an  anti¬ 
racism  group  in  Africa  but  fails  to  relate 
the  fact  that  the  grant  went  to  the  group 
currently  in  power  in  that  country  and 
that  government  is  now  run  without  any 
open  hostility  toward  the  United  States." 

He  said,  "The  WCC  is  the  most  visible 
symbol  of  the  more  moderate  church 
viewpoint  that  the  right  wing  in  the  U.S. 
can  attack.  It  is  an  easy  attack  and  the 
‘Digest’  article  was  simply  lazy,  poor 
journalism.” 

Mr.  Wall  said  he  regretted  that  the 
article  would  be  read  by  "millions  of 
people  who  think  they  are  reading  a 
responsible  magazine.  But  I  think  it 
demeans  the  ‘Reader’s  Digest.’  and  I 
hope  the  public  will  realize  that.  ” 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  told  the 
Reporter  the  article  exemplified  several 
generally  held  misunderstandings  of  the 
world  ecumenical  movement  and  role  of 
the  church. 

"An  organization  representing  a  world 
view  cannot  be  domesticated  by  one 
ideology.  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to  identify 
the  coming  Kingdom  of  God  with  any 
political  group.  I  question  the  validity  of 
this  narrow  assertion  by  this  or  any  other 
publication.” 

Mr.  Hale  said  the  "Digest”  article 
calls  for  the  WCC  to  "search  its  soul 
and  rediscover  its  ecumenical  purpose  " 
He  said,  I  think  this  is  good  advice  for  the 
council,  but  I  think  it  has  always  been 
reflective  and  has  acted  responsibly 
What  we  fail  to  understand  too  often  is 
that  we  make  our  witness  according  to 
our  political  climates.  By  accusing  the 
council  of  being  led  by  one  political  ideal, 
persons  who  support  the  ‘Digest’s’ 
assertion  are  saying  that  the  council 
should  be  loyal  to  the  view  they  hold.  And 
that’s  not  the  role  of  a  world  organization 
representing  diverse  views  but  a 
common  loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ,”  Mr. 
Hale  said. 


r 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


Couple  takes  ‘roots’  on  the  road 

A  United  Methodist  campus  minister  and  his  actress-wife 
retired  after  30  years  as  campus  ministers  only  to  hit  the 
road  11  years  later  as  roving  performers.  So  Ruth  and  Joe 
Brown  Love  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  figuratively  now  have 
their  “Roots  in  the  Air.” 

That’s  the  title  of  their  two-hour,  two-person  drama  which 
the  Loves  wrote  and  have  presented  at  churches  and  on  col¬ 
lege  campuses  in  nearly  20  states  during  the  past  two  years. 

The  Loves  based  their  original  drama  on  reflections, 
poems,  and  essays  about  their  lives  on  college  campuses. 


Ruth  and  Joe  Brown  Love 


Encouraged  by  Bill  Gile,  a  former  student  now  directing 
“The  Merry  Widow"  on  Broadway,  the  Loves  began  to  write 
their  experiences  five  years  ago,  and  in  1980  they  took  their 
show  on  the  road. 

On  stage  they  talk  about  their  life  experiences,  sexuality, 
faith,  growing  up,  growing  old  and,  finally,  about  their  own 
deaths.  Although  Mr.  Love  has  no  formal  dramatic  training, 
he  said  it  is  easy  to  follow  his  wife’s  lead  and  just  be  himself 
on  the  stage. 

In  their  interview  with  the  Reporter,  the  Loves  looked  back 
fondly  over  their  lives,  remembering  the  events  on  the 
college  campuses  which  helped  shape  both  their  ministry  and 
their  lives. 

A  graduate  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas.  Mr. 
Love  began  his  campus  ministry  at  Boston  University  in  1933. 
His  wife  joined  the  faculty  of  the  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology  as  an  instructor  of  Christian  drama. 

Together,  the  Loves  lived  on  nine  college  campuses  in 
seven  states.  The  most  rewarding  aspect  of  their  campus  life, 
Mr.  Love  said,  was  "watching  the  world  change  through  the 
eyes  of  our  students  and  helping  them  change  things.” 

The  Loves  helped  organize  the  first  sit-in  for  school 
desegregation  at  the  University  of  Illinois  “in  1948,  not  1968," 
Mr.  Love  recalled  with  pride. 

"And  we  were  at  Boston  University  for  the  first  Vietnam 
war  teach-in,”  Mrs.  Love  added. 

Their  expenses  are  paid  by  their  hosts,  including  travel, 
lodging  and  an  occasional  honorarium. 

-M.  GARLINDA  BURTON  J 


All  general  funds  administered  by  any  general  agency  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  which  are  proposed  to  be  used  for  funding  a  program  within  an  Annual 
Conference  shall  be  disbursed  after  consultation  with  the  presiding  bishop  and  the 
Council  on  Ministries  of  that  Annual  Conference. 

—  Para.  817  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Book  of  Discipline,  1980 


Article  attacks  World  Council 

UM  ecumenists  lash 
Digest’s  ‘hatchet  job’ 


Declining  ‘liberal  tradition’  church  embraces  evangelism 

Reporter  Staff  Special  ^ — J 


DECATUR,  Ill.  —  Can  a  rapidly-de¬ 
clining  downtown  United  Methodist 
church,  deeply  rooted  in  the  “liberal 
theological  tradition,”  become 
aggressively  evangelistic? 

To  the  members  of  First  UMC  here,  the 
idea  "scared  them  to  death”  in  1980, 
their  pastor  says. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  members  were 
afraid  the  congregation  was  going  to  die 
anyway  if  it  didn’t  try  evangelism.  So  the 
congregation  asked  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  for  help. 

The  general  agency  agreed  to  work 
with  First  Church  to  create  a  model  for 
other  churches  across  the  nation  with 
similar  needs. 

All  of  this  has  been  done  under  the 
name  of  the  "Andrew  Adventure" : 

•  The  congregation  created  and 
accepted  an  evangelism  master  plan 
which  the  "Andrew  Adventure"  is 
intended  to  address. 

•  For  more  than  two  years,  the 
Decatur  populace  has  been  hearing  the 
church’s  “faith”  story  through  ads  on 
commercial  TV  and  visitation  teams 
from  the  church. 

•  Three  evangelism  rallies  with 
nationally  known  speakers  were  held. 

•  •  This  year,  161  members  attended  a 
week  of  Bible  studies  and  workshops 
concerning  evangelism. 

•  •  On  Palm  Sunday,  a  commissioning 
service  was  held  for  60  persons  who  had 
committed  themselves  to  the  visitation 
program  and  a  six-week  training  period. 

;  •  Seminars  on  church  growth  have 
been  held. 

;  This  total-program  evangelism  effort 
is  beginning  to  show  signs  of  stopping  the 
18-year  plunge  that  reduced  the  church’s 
membership  by  half,  from  3,500  to  1,750. 

;  "Evangelism  is  new  to  these  people," 
the  senior  minister,  the  Rev.  Richard 
Brownfield,  says.  “But  our  members  lost 
a  lot  of  their  fears  when  they  realized 
that  we  weren’t  trying  to  copy  the 
fundamentalists.” 

A  big  challenge,  he  says,  was  to  involve 
members  in  a  method  of  evangelism  that 
remained  within  the  general  style  and 
theology  of  their  “liberal  tradition." 

He  describes  that  tradition  as  one 
without  “a  lot  of  emotionalism"  and  with 
ministers  who  are  “schooled  in  the 
higher  critical  analysis  of  the  Bible. 
Without  anybody  intending  it, 
evangelism  became  a  dirty  word. 

:  "We’ve  let  the  fundamentalists  always 
determine  the  story,”  he  says.  "But  we 


have  to  invite  people  to  Christ,  too. 

"We  can  say  that  Jesus  Christ  is  a  way 
to  meaning  in  life  here  in  our  modern 
time.  We  can  say  that  you  can  be  a  think¬ 
ing  person  and  also  a  person  of  faith.” 

Soon  after  Dr.  Brownfield  arrived  as 
the  church’s  pastor  three  years  ago,  he 
confronted  members  with  charts 
showing  the  dire  statistics:  a  50  percent 
drop  in  worship  attendance,  from  1,000  to 
500;  a  75  percent  drop  in  church  school 
membership,  from  2,000  to  470;  a  virtual 
disappearance  of  families  with  children. 

The  church’s  lay  leaders  were  amazed 
at  the  statistics,  Dr.  Brownfield  says. 

"Our  loss  was  not  because  ‘conserva¬ 
tives’  were  leaving  the  church;  that’s  a 
total  misconception  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion’s  membership  decline.  Decatur  First 
was  losing  members  by  death  at  the  rate 
of  50  per  year.  And  we  were  not  following 
the  example  of  Jesus’  disciple,  Andrew, 
in  going  out  and  winning  others  to  Christ.” 

Hence,  the  name  "Andrew  Adventure” 
was  chosen  for  the  church’s  new 
commitment  to  bring  persons  into  the 
body  of  Christ. 

Bill  Haebich  is  the  layman  in  charge  of 
the  program.  He’s  the  kind  of  person 
most  churches  probably  would  place  on  a 
committee  such  as  finance,  his  pastor 
says.  In  fact,  Mr.  Haebich  has  held  most  of 
those  "prestige"  church  jobs  in  the  past. 

A  problem  in  most  churches  is  that  the 
nominating  committee  puts  the  perfor¬ 


mance-oriented  members  "who  have 
personal  clout”  on  the  “prestigious” 
committees  such  as  trustees,  finance  and 
maybe  worship,  Dr.  Brownfield  says. 
Seldom  do  such  persons  get  placed  on  the 
evangelism  commission,  he  says. 

Now,  at  First  UMC,  evangelism  jobs 
are  filled  first  so  that  evangelism  tasks 
can  be  carried  out  with  the  same 
enthusiasm  as  “a  major  financial 
crusade,”  according  to  the  Rev.  Pamela 
Hartman,  the  new  associate  minister  for 
evangelism. 

Mr.  Haebich  says  he  and  his  wife  have 
"always  been  a  part  of  every  finance 
drive,  and  yet  we  had  hesitated  to  make 
evangelism  calls  for  the  church.”  Now 
they  talk  of  the  “rewarding”  experience 
of  seeing  persons  they  visit  become 
active,  involved  members  of  the  church. 

All  this  effort  is  as  new  to  Dr.  Brown¬ 
field  as  to  the  members,  he  says. 

"I  always  thought  during  25  years  of 
ministry  at  other  churches  that  I  was 
involved  in  evangelism.  But  really,  it 
was  just  bookkeeping.”  He  says  his 
upbringing  in  a  conservative  church  had 
turned  him  off  and  away  from  “real” 
evangelism  until  this  appointment. 

Three  UM  churches  downtown 

Conditions  aren’t  perfect  for  First 
UMC  to  grow  again.  Decatur  is  a 
depressed  area  with  a  high 
unemployment  rate.  Also,  two  other 


Dr.  Brownfield  talks  with  members  during  "Andrew  Adventure”  event. 
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United  Methodist  churches  are  within 
eight  blocks. 

One,  Grace  UMC,  has  thrived  and 
grown  during  First  UMC’s  membership 
plunge. 

First  UMC  is  using  some  of  Grace 
UMC’s  tools  to  start  growing  again.  The 
Rev.  Vernon  Barnett,  pastor  at  Grace 
UMC  1967-78,  says  that  church  has  grown 
to  2,800  members  on  the  basis  of  a 
powerful  church  school  program,  the 
broadcasting  of  worship  services  on 
commercial  TV  and  radio,  the  publishing 
of  an  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  and  attempting  to  have  the  "best 
choir  program  in  the  city”  for  all  ages. 

First  has  begun  using  TV  and  beefing 
up  its  education  program.  Other  actions 
are  being  considered. 

A  question  arises  about  whether  the 
churches  will  simply  compete  for  each 
other’s  members. 

Dr.  Barnett  says  he  believes  Decatur 
—  where  people  quickly  can  drive  from 
one  side  of  town  to  the  other  —  easily  can 
support  three  downtown  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  with  different  appeals. 

He  says  the  third  downtown  church 
draws  persons  interested  in  a  more 
charismatic-type  of  worship.  He  says 
Grace  UMC  has  a  large  number  of  blue- 
collar  workers  and  even  illiterate 
persons  as  well  as  a  fair  amount  of 
managers  and  professionals  drawn  to  a 
heterogeneous  group.  First  UMC’s 
identity  is  much  more  one  of  a 
congregation  of  professionals  and 
managers. 

"I  don’t  think  Grace  took  more  than  10 
members  from  First  while  I  was  at 
Grace,"  Dr.  Barnett  says.  "There’s 
plenty  of  unchurched  people  in  Decatur 
for  all  12  United  Methodist  churches  here 
to  do  a  lot.” 

Special  audience  “waiting” 

One  church  leader  says  First  UMC  can 
attract  highly  educated  persons  who  see 
a  need  to  be  religious  but  have  not  found 
a  church  that  convinces  them  that  the 
Gospel  is  relevant  in  a  scientific  age. 
That’s  why  First  UMC  is  letting  those 
people  down  by  not  trying  to  reach  them, 
he  says. 

And  First  UMC  has  begun  to  reach 
them,  even  though  progress  seems  slow 
to  some  members.  Last  year,  the  number 
of  new  members  was  almost  equal  to  the 
number  of  deaths.  "Worship  attendance 
has  stopped  dropping  and  is  holding 
strong,”  Dr.  Brownfield  says.  "Sunday 


School  is  taking  hold,  and  membership  is 
rising.  We’re  especially  excited  at  the 
number  of  new  families  with  children.” 

The  excitement  is  reaching  other 
quarters. 

The  Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter  devoted  two- 
thirds  of  its  page  to  the  “Andrew 
Adventure”  one  week  in  June.  (Some  of 
that  information  is  in  this  story. ) 

Other  pastors  are  calling  Dr.  Brown¬ 
field  for  information  because  “they  know 
me  and  know  that  this  is  unusual  for  me." 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw,  episcopal 
leader  of  Minnesota  United  Methodists 
and  speaker  at  one  of  First  UMC’s 
evangelism  rallies,  has  sent  to  pastors  in 
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his  area  stories  about  First  UMC’s 
program  which  he  says  is  exciting  news 
for  the  many  old,  declining  downtown 
churches  across  the  country. 

“In  Minnesota,  for  instance,  we  have 
similar  churches  that,  despite  great 
traditions  and  staff  and  programs,  are 
declining  each  year."  To  stop  that,  such 
churches  must  rediscover  evangelism 
and  "beat  the  drums,”  he  says. 

More  information  about  rediscovering 
evangelism  may  be  obtained  from  Vance 
Archer  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville. 
Tenn.  37202  (Tel.  615-327-2700) 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
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‘Sister  churches’  tabbed  as  mission  priority  for  80s 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VENTNOR,  N.J.  —  “No  more  mother- 
daughter  churches,  but  sister 
churches!”  This  is  the  cry  of  mission 
leaders  persuaded  that  traditional  rela¬ 
tionships  between  “sending  churches” 
and  “receiving  churches"  are  getting  in 
the  way  of  spreading  the  Good  News. 

With  few  exceptions  among  either 
Western  mission  executives  or  Third 
World  church  leaders  at  the  recent 
consultation  here  on  future  mission 
efforts,  almost  everybody  wanted  an 
overhaul  in  relationships.  Some  see  the 
development  of  equal,  mutual  and  truly 
interdependent  “sister  church” 
relationships  as  the  most  important 
mission  priority  for  the  80s. 

Describing  how  a  new  attitude  might 
be  a  good  place  to  start,  Anthony 
Bellagamba  said,  “No  church  is  so  rich 
or  so  poor  that  it  has  nothing  to  give  or  to 
receive  from  the  other  churches."  The 
director  of  the  U.S.  Catholic  Mission 
Association  said,  “No  church  is  ever  the 
perfect  embodiment  of  Christianity.” 
This  realization  might  dissolve  some  of 
the  deeply-rooted  superiority  feelings 
held  by  affluent,  educated  Westerners, 
he  added. 

Another  aspect  of  this  new  kind  of 
mutuality/interdependence  relationship 
between  churches  would  be  that 
"whatever  each  church  offers  to  a  sister 
church  —  whether  personnel,  money  or 
ideas  —  should  be  considered  a  gift  and 
received  gratefully,  even  if  the  receiver 
occasionally  objects  to  the  gift.” 

The  tensions  in  relationships  between 
older,  sending  churches  and  the  younger 
(and  some  not  so  young)  churches  which 
emerged  as  the  direct  fruit  of  earlier 
mission  efforts  are  a  natural  step  in 
growth  on  both  sides,  said  Paul  Hopkins 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.S.A.  They  also  parallel  the  movement 
from  colonialism  in  the  political  realm  — 
with  its  subservience  and  paternalism  — 
to  new  self-reliance  and  national  pride. 


"Bilateral  relationships  were  the 
natural  next  step  as  foreign  missions 
were  turned  over  by  western  sending 
agencies,"  he  said,  but  the  relationships 
are  no  longer  comfortable. 

“These  relationships  have  lasted  30 
years  because  of  the  affluence  of  the 
western  churches  and  the  poverty  of  the 
Third  World  churches,”  Mr.  Hopkins 
said.  “The  need  for  sharing  exists,  but  if 
no  other  way  is  opened,  most  Third 
World  churches  accept  what  is  given  not 
because  they  like  it  that  way  but  because 
they  need  it.” 

Several  Third  World  church  leaders 
explained  the  problem  from  their  point  of 
view. 

Bishop  Patrick  Kalilombe  of  Malawi,  a 
Roman  Catholic,  said  “Missionaries  are 
both  wanted  and  not  wanted.”  He  said  his 
priests  feel  the  foreigners  tend  to 
dominate,  to  look  down  on  the  nationals. 
“That  may  not  be  true,  but  that’s  how 
they  feel.” 

The  bishop  said,  "I  have  to  take  into 
account  that  missionaries  bring  in 
resources,  so  I  have  to  be  very  careful 
how  I  deal  with  them.” 

Bishop  Kalilombe  said  some  mission 
workers  from  the  outside  should  come  to 
show  people  that  the  church  is  global,  to 
be  a  representative  presence  of  the 
church  family.  But  meanwhile, 
missionaries  are  a  sore  point. 

In  another  setting  at  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  conference,  Doug  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cook  told  the  Reporter  how  on  their 
Philippines  assignment  they  worked  to 
overcome  relationship  problems. 

“The  missionary  is  seen  as  the  line  to 
money  and  very  quickly  can  become  the 
one  people  turn  to.  There  is  almost  no 
way  to  prevent  people  from  looking  to 
you  for  value  judgments,”  Mr.  Cook  said. 
“It  is  a  genuine  dilemma.” 

“We  have  willy-nilly  created  a  psy¬ 
chological  dependence  to  such  an  extent 
that  (Filipino)  people  feel  they  can’t  do 
things  for  themselves,”  he  said.  “They 
must  shift  their  values  and  standards 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  fourth  of  a  series  of  articles  on  current  and  future 
Christian  mission  efforts  around  the  world,  based  on  the  issues  and  questions  raised 
recently  during  a  consultation  at  the  Overseas  Ministries  Study  Center.  The  focus  of 
this  and  successive  articles  is  on  the  different  “controlling  principles”  or  approaches 
to  mission.  Previous  articles  analyzed  the  “reaching  new  frontiers”  and  "liberation/ 
solidarity  with  the  poor”  approaches.  This  article  concerns  the  "mutuality/interde- 
pendence  approach”  Subsequent  articles  will  deal  with  the  “evangelism/church 
growth”  and  “Christian  presence/dialogue”  approaches. 


and  images  to  the  Filipino  culture(s).” 

Mr.  Cook  was  a  Church  World  Service 
field  director  in  India  and  Vietnam 
before  taking  on  a  short-term 
assignment  in  the  Philippines.  He  said  he 
insisted  on  working  as  a  sharing  member 
of  a  team  —  not  as  “the  director”  of  a 
program  in  local  church  development. 


“We  worked  on  the  basic  assumption 
that  local  churches  have  the  key 
because  they  know  their  situation  best  ; 
they  know  their  resources  and  they  know 
their  potential.  Only  they  can  know  what 
it  means  to  be  the  body  of  Christ  in  their 
community,”  Mr.  Cook  said. 

“Much  of  our  present  and  historic 


MOMB1N  CROCHU,  Haiti  —  A  group  of  Haitian  women  gather  recently  in  a  shady 
area  near  Mombin  Crochu  to  hear  a  hygiene  lecture  by  Mennonite  worker  Cidiane 
Milien.  Ms.  Milien  uses  illustration  and  story-telling  techniques  to  deliver  her  health¬ 
care  message.  religious  newsservice  photo 


church  structure  has  inhibited  strategy 
for  evangelism  that  is  uniquely  Filipino. 
Our  mission  'project  funding  system’ 
almost  prevents  it,”  Mr.  Cook  said. 

"The  criteria  which  identify  the  kinds 
of  programs  to  be  given  highest  priority 
in  funding  —  and  the  standards  applied 
—  are  out  of  the  American  frame  of 
reference.  So  American  criteria  become 
the  criteria  overseas.  The  big  question  is, 
‘Will  it  sell  in  New  York?’  as  they  write 
program  requests,"  he  said. 

The  Cooks  said  “the  project  system” 
develops  a  dependency  which  is  very 
hard  to  overcome.  “We  may  have  to 
break  relationships  for  a  short  time  to  let 
churches  discover  what  they  have  to  do. 
Then  the  larger  church  can  share  in 
helping  them  accomplish  their  vision." 

One  test  of  this  idea  is  being  made  by 
the  United  Methodist  African  Church 
Growth  and  Development  Committee. 
The  majority  of  the  members  are 
African  United  Methodists.  World 
Division  leaders  are  hoping  that  some 
guidelines  for  a  more  open  style  where 
“sister  churches”  draw  up  their  own 
plans  and  make  decisions  for  their 
continent  will  develop  out  of  this  group. 

Mr.  Hopkins  said  the  Presbyterians’ 
present  funding  systems  have  also  been 
beset  by  “the  all-too-human  problem  of 
corruption”  as  some  Third  World  leaders 
find  it  convenient  to  use  their  connections 
with  head  offices  to  build  themselves  a 
power  base  and  a  comfortable  economic 
life.  “The  partner  church  in  the  West 
may  have  many  suspicions  but,  lacking 
proof,  can  do  little  about  the  matter,”  he 
said.  "The  very  possibility  of  being 
charged  with  imperialism  tends  to  stop 
most  mouths  and  inquiries.” 

He  said  this  kind  of  corruption, 
however,  is  probably  almost  matched  by 
the  corruption  in  the  minds  of  many 
Western  donors  who  think  that  “true 
commitment”  to  mission  is  measured  in 
the  number  of  missionaries  sent.  This 
mindset  often  leads  overseas  churches  to 


request  Western  missionaries  for  posts 
that  probably  would  be  better  filled  by  indig¬ 
enous  people  —  and  at  much  lower  cost. 

Yet  another  dimension  of  the 
relationship  problem  between  “sending’’ 
and  “receiving”  church  is  that  there  is 
no  one  answer. 

Titus  Tienou,  an  African  evangelical 
leader  from  Upper  Volta,  told 
consultants,  “I’m  appalled  at  how  few 
Third  World  people  participate  in  the 
making  of  mission  theory.  In  1959  we 
were  told  to  become  independent  ;  we  did 
not  ask  to  become  independent.  Today, 
it’s  mutuality.  We  may  not  want  that.” 

The  Rev.  Jorge  Lara-Braud,  a 
Mexican-born  theologian,  said,  “Not  all 
churches  are  ideal  for  partnership. 
Sibling  churches,  for  instance,  perhaps 
should  not  be  partners.  ” 

Further,  the  Atlanta-based  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Dr.  Lara-Braud  said,  perhaps  only 
churches  that  have  become  “incarnated” 
or  rooted  in  their  culture  and  derive  their 
method  of  operation  from  their  own  cul¬ 
ture  are  ready  for  mutual  partnerships. 

"Flexibility”  coupled  with  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  recognize  that  different  churches 
are  at  different  stages  of  development- 
and  may  require  different  relationships 
is  the  key,  concluded  the  Rev.  Yap  Kim 
Hao,  director  of  the  Christian  Conference- 
of  Asia,  based  in  Singapore. 

Barbara  Chase,  a  former  Asia  Area 
executive  in  United  Methodism’s  World 
Division,  said  any  relationship,  unless  it- 
provides  integrity  to  all  parties  involved, 
can  be  evil. 

Many  leaders  at  the  conference  here  at 
the  Overseas  Ministries  Study  Center  felt 
that  unless  new  and  mutual  interde¬ 
pendent  relationships  are  found,  efforts! 
to  reach  the  unreached  3  billion  people 
—  the  majority  of  whom  are  among  the 
world’s  poorest  people  —  will  not  be! 
successful.  A  unity  of  efforts  between  the! 
world’s  Christian  communities  has  to  be 
created.  And  that  effort,  they  say,  has  to 
come  first. 


Campus  ministers  oriented  to  tasks 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  “If  the 
church  is  going  to  have  an  impact  on  the 
future  world,  it  must  affect  the  lives  of 
the  emerging  professionals  in  the 
nation’s  colleges  and  universities." 

This  ideology  infused  an  orientation  for 
new  campus  ministers  here  Aug.  1-4. 
Issues  such  as  peace  with  justice,  the 
theology  of  higher  education,  and  the 
retrospects  and  prospects  for  campus 
ministry  were  discussed  at  length  there 
by  53  ministers. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Conn,  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
executive  in  the  section  on  campus 
ministry,  said  the  orientation  gave  the 
group  perspectives  it  didn’t  have  before. 
Its  purpose  was  to  “help  campus  minis¬ 
ters  know  what  their  job  is  and  to  think 
about  some  of  the  bigger  issues,”  as  well 
as  to  create  networks  among  them. 

In  one  workshop,  participants  were 
told  that  before  they  could  evaluate  the 
goals  of  their  ministry  they  would  first 
have  to  evaluate  the  philosophy/ theology 
of  the  institutions  they  serve. 

“Every  college  expresses  a  set  of 


beliefs,”  said  Dr.  Conn,  “both  conscious 
and  unconscious.” 

He  said  the  way  institutions  —  in  this 
case,  colleges  and  universities  — 
perpetuate  their  beliefs  is  by  first  of  all 
“transvaluing”  the  individual’s  beliefs. 
“Every  institution  wants  to  cut  through 
the  values  some  people  have  and  give 
them  new  values,”  he  added. 

“Once  an  institution  has  changed  the 
way  a  person  views  the  world  it  has 
transfigured  that  person’s  perceptions,” 
he  said.  “When  persons  are  ready  to 
create  more  systems  that  include  what 
they  have  learned,  then  they  have  been 
transformed."  According  to  Dr.  Conn, 
belief  statements  are  the  beginning  of  the 
ultimate  transformation. 

He  told  the  group  they  have  to  examine 
carefully  how  a  school  articulates  its 
philosophy  because  it  usually  selects 
only  positive  belief  statements,  reflect¬ 
ing  what  it  thinks  people  want  to  hear. 

Dr.  Conn  also  outlined  three  different 
kinds  of  campus  ministry.  One  is  an 
ecumenical  perspective  which  views  the 
world  as  God’s  household. 


A  second  form  assumes  everything 
outside  the  church  is  antithetical  to  God’s 
work.  This  perspective,  he  said,  operates 
from  an  island  of  purity.  A  third 
perspective  sees  the  university  as  a  place 
where  one  can  go  to  do  God’s  work  but 
doesn’t  view  the  institution  itself  as  some¬ 
thing  God  created  to  carry  out  that  work. 

The  group  discussed  prospects  for 
campus  ministry,  especially  the 
possibility  of  drastic  change  in  the  next 
15  to  20  years.  It  was  agreed  that  campus 
ministry  as  it  stands  might  become 
obsolete  because  of  decentralization  and 
broadening  of  education.  Should  this 
decentralization  occur,  a  large  number 
of  college  students  would  receive  college 
instruction  at  home  via  computers;  then 
changes  would  have  to  be  made  in  the 
concept  of  campus  ministry. 

According  to  Dr.  Conn,  it’s  important 
that  the  prospects  of  campus  ministry 
are  pondered  because  the  church  will  be 
asking  the  value  of  campus  ministry.  He 
said,  “A  part  of  the  answer  lies  in  how 
the  church  views  the  future  of  the  world 
and  what  role  the  church  will  play.” 


Youth  ministry 
group  assures 

racial  diversity 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  How  to  make 
the  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  (NYMO)  more  racially 
inclusive  prompted  some  emotional 
sessions  during  the  semi-annual  meeting 
of  the  group’s  steering  committee  here 
Aug.  1-6. 

After  considerable  debate  the 
committee  changed  its  by-laws  to  assure 
that  members  of  a  newly-created  Ethnic 
Minority  Youth  Concerns  (EMYC) 
standing  committee  could  also  serve  on 
other  standing  committees.  The  EMYC 
committee  was  created  during  the  1981 
NYMO  meeting  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
Among  its  purposes  the  committee  is  to 
monitor  institutional  racism,  educate 
youth  concerning  racism  and  tokenism, 
and  identify  and  act  upon  specific 
concerns  of  ethnic  minority  youth. 

The  39-member  steering  committee 
has  five  youth  and  two  adult  ethnic 
minority  members. 


4 Hiya ,  Toots  V 

Jail  ministry  ‘provides  listening  ear’’ for  inmates 


In  SW  Texas 

Homo  sexual's  election 
won't  be  reconsidered 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
SAN  ANTONIO  —  Southwest  Texas 
Annual  Conference  officials  have 
decided  not  to  call  a  special  session  this 
fall  to  reconsider  the  election  of  a  self- 
avowed  homosexual  to  the  conference 
board  of  church  and  society. 

The  board  member,  Troy  Stokes  of 
Austin,  was  elected  in  regular  sessions  in 
June  after  an  attempt  to  replace  his 
name  on  the  nominating  committee 
report  was  defeated  on  a  217-177  vote.  His 
was  one  of  several  dozen  names  put 
forward  for  membership  on  agencies  of 
this  one  conference. 

Nonetheless,  controversy  grew  within 
the  conference.  In  response  to  several 
requests  for  a  special  session  of  the  con¬ 
ference’s  members.  Bishop  Ernest  T. 
Dixon  conducted  a  mail  ballot. 

An  87-vote  majority  of  the  735 
members  voting  favored  calling  a 
special  session.  But  Bishop  Dixon,  the 
conference  chancellor,  cabinet  and 
involved  committees,  agreed  that  the 
close  vote  indicated  that  the  conference 
might  have  a  hard  time  gaining  a  two- 
thirds  majority  first  to  reconsider,  then 
to  rescind  its  election  of  Mr.  Stokes. 
Faced  with  the  probability  of  increased 
frustration  resulting  from  such  a  special 


session,  the  bishop  and  others  decided 
against  it. 

Following  thatdecision,  the  conference 
nominating  committee  issued  a 
statement  noting  that  Mr.  Stokes  had 
been  nominated  “with  the  intent  that  he 
would  assist  (the  board  of  church  and 
society)  in  devising  a  ministry  to 
homosexuals  and  their  families.  As  a 
strategy  for  ministry,  we  erred  in  our 
judgment.” 

The  nominating  committee  said  it 
would  “consider  fully”  the  expressed 
feelings  of  local  churches  and  conference 
membership”  on  this  matter  in 
preparing  nominations  for  the  1983 
sessions. 
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By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

TITUSVILLE,  Fla.  -  “Hiya,  Toots.” 

The  young,  curly-haired  resident  at  Brevard  County 
Jail  hollered  at  Jody  Moxley  and  five  other  women  as 
they  came  inside  for  their  “weekly  ministry  of 
listening.” 

As  always,  Ms.  Moxley  and  her  group  asked  the 
inmates  if  they  wanted  visitors.  Roxanne,  the  brassy 
17-year-old,  answered  “Yes,”  impertinently.  She  was 
wearing  "the  shortest  shorts  I've  ever  seen,  and  there 
were  foul  words  embroidered  on  them,”  Ms.  Moxley 
recalled.  As  the  visit  began,  Roxanne  increased  the 
volume  of  her  radio. 

"The  women  who  knew  us  were  getting  irritated  with 
this  new  girl,  Roxanne.”  Ms.  Moxley,  leader  of  this 
ministry  group  from  First  UMC  here,  recalled.  “So  I 
asked  her  to  go  into  another  cell  so  that  we  could  talk 
with  the  other  women.  Well,  she  went  away  rather 
reluctantly.” 

‘She  called  me  Jody’ 

The  next  week,  Roxanne  was  just  as  haughty  but 
quieter.  She  climbed  on  the  top  bunk  in  the  cell  where 
Jody  was  telling  another  inmate  about  the  love  of  God. 
The  following  week,  she  said,  Roxanne  “met  me  at  the 
door.  And  she  didn’t  call  me  ‘Toots,’  she  called  me 
‘Jody.’  ” 

“She  said  she  wanted  to  talk  with  me  in  private.  Her 
hair  was  combed,  and  she  smelled  like  the  sweet 


sample-size  bars  of  soaps  we  bring  to  the  women  each 
week,”  Ms.  Moxley  said. 

Roxanne  asked  Jody,  “You  told  Maria  last  week  that 
she  was  precious ?  Do  you  think  I ’  m  precious ?  ’  ’ 

“I  told  her  ‘yes,  she  was  precious.’  She  sort  of 
reminded  me  of  my  daughter,”  Ms.  Moxley  said.  “I 
told  her  God  says  you’re  precious.  And  then  she 
challenged  me,  ‘Then  you  show  me  God!  ’  ” 

Ms.  Moxley  recalled  saying  a  swift,  silent  prayer  as 
she  grabbed  the  girl’s  hand.  “I  laid  her  hand  on  the 
bunk  where  the  sun  was  coming  in  through  the  window, 
and  I  asked  her  what  she  felt.” 

Roxanne  answered,  “I  feel  the  warmth  of  the  sun.” 

“I  told  her  that  God  made  the  world  for  each  of  us  to 
enjoy  and  that  was  evidence  of  His  presence  in  our 
lives.  I  told  her  the  only  way  I  could  show  her  God  was 
to  show  her  my  love  which  came  from  God,  and  I  did. 

“She  cried,  telling  me  that  she  had  been  placed  in  a 
home  for  retarded  children  when  she  was  small,”  Ms. 
Moxley  said.  “She  had  been  a  slow  learner,  and  ran 
away  at  17.  She  came  to  Florida  and  met  a  man  who 
used  her.  She  was  in  jail  on  two  counts  of  accessory  to  a 
murder  the  man  was  accused  of. 

“But  when  Roxanne  was  acquitted,  seven  months 
after  we  met,  she  left  knowing  the  love  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  Ms.  Moxley  said. 

That  was  eight  years  ago,  but  Roxanne  apparently 
hasn’t  forgotten.  “I  get  a  card  at  Christmas  sometimes 
that  says  ‘Hiya,  Toots  (Jody).’  And  it  makes  every 
minute  I’ve  spent  in  that  jail  worth  it.  ” 


TITUSVILLE,  Fla.  —  Participants  in  the  weekly  ministry  to  the  Brevard  County  Jail  here  are  from  left,  Martha 
Sullivan.  Jody  Moxley,  Helen  Bevan  and  Jo  Charvet.  Several  women  from  other  churches  are  alternates. 


Ms.  Moxley  has  been  telling  success  stories  for  14 
years,  since  her  church’s  ministry  to  women  inmates 
began  as  a  project  of  the  United  Methodist  Women. 
Today  the  project  is  a  joint  effort  of  the  congregation’s 
UMW  group  and  Council  on  Ministries,  and  is  funded 
by  love  offerings  and  private  gifts. 

Providing  a  listening  ear 

She  and  five  other  women  visit  the  Brevard  County 
Jail  each  Thursday  morning  to  provide  a  listening  ear 
“to  their  side  of  the  story.” 

“Not  that  we  take  sides  or  try  to  give  them  legal 
advice,”  Ms.  Moxley  told  the  Reporter.  “But  we  do  let 
the  women  know  that  we  care  and  make  them  feel  like 
human  beings  again.” 

The  group  takes  “dignity  items”  —  toilet  articles, 
magazines,  Bibles  and  other  articles  allowed  by  the 
sheriff’s  department.  Until  five  years  ago,  they  had  to 
bring  toothpaste  and  toothbrushes  to  the  women 
because  they  were  not  provided  by  the  county. 

The  visitors  spend  an  hour  each  week  talking  and 
listening.  Ms.  Moxley  said  a  local  pastor  conducts  a 
Sunday  worship  service  at  the  jail,  but  a  ministry  of 
“just  listening”  was  also  much  needed.  “I  am  a  Bible 
study  teacher,  and  my  other  ladies  are  willing  to  share 
Jesus,  but  we  don’t  push  Him.  We  show  His  love  the 
way  He  guides  us  to,  and  sometimes  that  means  just 
listening  to  their  (inmates’)  gripes,”  Ms.  Moxley  said. 

Stay  in  touch  with  families 

As  requested,  the  women  call  inmates’  families  or 
check  with  the  local  juvenile  court  on  the  status  of  their 
children.  “We  supply  them  with  changes  of  underwear 
(a  uniform  is  provided  by  the  jail)  and  other  things 
they  need  or  at  least  call  their  families  and  let  them 
know  what’s  needed.  We  provide  something  those 
women  need  most  —  the  assurance  that  someone  cares 
what  happens  to  them.” 

Brevard  County  Sheriff  Jake  Miller  told  the  Reporter 
the  ministry  led  by  Ms.  Moxley  “is  one  of  the  most 
successful  I’ve  seen.” 

“We  have  several  ministers  who  come  in  on  a 
regular  basis,  but  the  problem  comes  with  how  you 
approach  the  inmates.  Many  of  our  women  resent 
someone  who  seems  to  be  forcing  religion  on  them,”  he 
said.  “But  this  (Ms.  Moxley’s)  group  offers  to  listen 
and  share.  They’re  there  if  the  inmates  want  them,  but 
they  don’t  push.” 

He  said  there  are  an  average  of  20  inmates  in  the  jail 
during  a  given  week,  and  most  look  forward  to  visits  by 
the  group  from  First  UMC.  “They  (inmates)  always 
seem  to  have  a  better  image  of  their  value  as  human 
beings  after  the  visits." 

“To  see  the  women  smile  when  we  come  in  gives  us  a 
good  feeling,”  Ms.  Moxley  said.  “Even  the  new  women 
smile  because  they’ve  heard  about  us  from  the  other 
residents.” 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  mom  j. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  simple  to 
prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your  own 
church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  coverage  on 
the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its  prep¬ 
aration  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And  many 
report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself”  by  stimulating  increased  congre¬ 
gational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 
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RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ad  $1.00  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other¬ 
wise  approved  in  advance. 

POSITION:  DIRECTOR,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  243  S  Broadway,  Redondo  Beach,  CA  90277, 

( 213  )  372-8445  Please  send  resume. 

WANTED:  Director  of  Christian  Education,  please 
call  or  send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  100  Southeast  2nd  Ave.,  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL 
33301,  Attn:  Mrs.  Carol  Eldridge  (305  )  463-3758.  1 

FULL  TIME  EDUCATION  SPECIALIST  wanted. 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church,  Colorado  Springs, 
to  join  three-person  staff.  Local  church  education 
and  programming  experience  is  required.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  will  be  in  children's  and  adult  programming 
including  supplementing  small  group  ministries  for 
adults.  Church  has  average  Church  School 
attendance  of  150  in  2-year-old  through  sixth  grade, 
attendance  of  110  persons  in  six  adult  Sunday 
morning  classes  and  100  people  in  Bethel  classes. 
Over  250  people  have  been  involved  in  adult  small 
groups  in  the  past  four  years.  Average  worship 
attendance  is  500  and  church  is  building  new  worship 
and  education  space.  Compensation  range:  $15,000- 
$22,000.  Send  resume  to  SPR  Committee,  4210 
Templeton  Gap  Road.  Colorado  Springs.  CO  80918. 

WANTED:  TAPES  OF  sermons  and  lectures  of  Dr 

Jameson  Jones,  Dean  of  Duke  Divinity  School, 
formerly  President  of  Iliff  School  of  Theology.  If  you 
have  information  on  tapes,  please  contact  Greg 
Jones,  3  Glenmore  Drive,  Durham,  NC  27707, 
telephone  (919  )  489-3201 

YOUTH  AND  ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR,  full-time 

position  open.  Church  of  2,900  members.  Send 
resume:  Search  Committee.  Roswell  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Roswell.  GA  30075. 

ANONA  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  13233 
Indian  Rocks  Road,  Largo  FL  33540,  is  seeking  a 
director  of  Christian  Education  and  youth.  Salary  is 
negotiable.  Please  send  resume.  Church  of  1,565 
members. 

REACH  YOUR  CHURCH'S  goals.  Read  '  Bountiful 
Way  to  Live"  by  Don  Willis.  The  book  costs  $1.96  plus 
12c  tax  and  45t  postage,  total  price  $2.50  Eight  year 
stewardship  plan  outlined  in  back.  Teaching  plan  for 
Church  School  available  from  author  Send  to 
Cokesbury  Bookstore,  6892  Southwest  Freeway, 
Houston,  TX  77074  or  Christian  Bookstore,  Box  96, 
Pearland.  TX  77581 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  GULFSIDE  AS¬ 
SEMBLY,  a  church  related  assembly  grounds  of  ap-  - 
proximately  100  acres  fronting  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
about  sixty  miles  from  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  in 
Waveland,  Mississippi.  Minimum  requirements  are 
Bachelor's  degree  and  five  years  of  experience  in'  • 
program  planning,  public  relations  and  administra¬ 
tion;  or  ten  years  of  experience  in  program  planning, 
public  relations  and  administration  in  lieu  of  the  BA 
degree.  Interested  parties  may  receive  more  infor-  . 
mation  by  writing  to  W.  T  Handy.  Jr.,  4625  Lindell, 
*420,  St.  Louis,  MO  63108.  Application  deadline  is  ' 
September  15, 1982. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Music 
Program  —  For  church  approximately  2,300 
members.  Music  program  includes  adult,  youth  and 
children.  Salary  negotiable  depending  on 
qualifications  and  experience.  Send  resume  and 
recent  photo  to  Doug  Altom,  1703  S.  Tyler,  Amarillo, 
TX  79109.  (806)  374-5651 

CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS: 
Efficient  Pastor’s  Study,  Periodic  Contribution 
Report.  Directory  &  Mailing  Label,  Family  Data 
Master  for  TRS-80  I.  II.  Ill,  &  16,  and  Osborne.  $89.95 
each  -  Money  Back  Guarantee.  $1.00  for  . 
specifications  Exodus  Computing  niU  ili, 
Avenue,  Honolulu,  HI  96816-2646.  '  A  7th 

CAN  YOU  SING  on  key?  If  you  can't  but  would  like  to 
be  able  to,  we  can  help  you.  Send  your  name  and 
address  with  $4.00  ($3.00  for  booklet  and  $1.00  for 
taxes,  postage  and  handling)  to  Mabel's  Goodies, 
3108  Taylor.  El  Paso.  TX  79930  Ask  for  'Instruction 
Booklet  for  Learning  to  Sing  on  Key  ' 

SEEK  CARING  CHRISTIAN  companion/cook/lic- 
ensed  driver  to  live  with  my  85-year-old  mother  in 
central  Texas.  Salary  negotiable.  Write 
“Searching,"  Box  578,  Baytown.  TX  77520,  including 
phone,  references. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Youth 
Ministries.  Responsible  for  ten  choirs,  including 
bells  Contact  Dr  Robert  M.  Brittain,  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  3901  N.E.  22nd  Ave ,  Lighthouse 
Point,  FL  (305  )  941-8033 
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Children  escape  fire  at 
Methodist  Home  Hospital 


By  THE  REVEREND 
WILLIAM  P.  FRASER. 

Superintendent 
Methodist  Home  Hospital 

On  the  morning  of  August  7,  at 
approximately  5:00  a.m.  our  telephone 
rang  and  the  voice  of  Supervisor  Michael 
Dickerson  announced  that  there  was  a 
fire  at  Methodist  Home  Hospital.  “All  the 
children  are  safe,  but  the  situation  is 
pretty  bad,’’  he  said.  I  was  on  the  scene 
in  eight  minutes.  Fire  engines  were  there 
with  sirens  screaming  and  colored  lights 
turning  in  the  pre-dawn  darkness. 

It  turned  out  to  be  a  smoke  problem 
primarily  as  the  fire  was  in  the  large 
upright  freezer  located  in  the  dining 
room  and  the  blaze  was  confined  to  that 
area.  But  smoke,  thick  and  dark, 
billowed  out  the  front  doors  and  openings 
on  Washington  Avenue.  The  children 
were  at  the  nearby  home  of  Michael.  I 
asked  Michael  again  “Are  you  absolutely 
sure  that  every  one  of  the  children  are 
out  of  the  building?”  “Absolutely,”  he 
assured  me.  I  learned  later  that  he  had 
gone  in  the  building  and  looked  in  and 
under  every  bed. 

The  Child  Care  Workers  were  on  duty 
with  the  children  over  at  the  Dickerson 
residence  all  doing  a  superb  job  of 
calmly  taking  care  of  the  needs  of  the 
children.  All  sixty  children  were  in  their 
pajamas  and  night  gowns.  The  older  ones 
were  comforting  and  helping  take  care  of 
the  little  ones. 

The  fire  had  originated  in  a  freezer 
which  had  been  purchased  from  Sears 
less  than  two  years  ago.  The  wiring  had 
obviously  shorted  out  in  the  door  and  had 
smouldered  consuming  insulation 
materials,  and  everything  in  the  freezer 
including  large  quantities  of  meat. 
Finally  the  door  blew  open  with  a  sound 
which  the  Child  Care  Workers  heard  over 
the  building.  As  you  know  they  are  awake 
on  duty  throughout  the  night.  At  this 
point  our  smoke  detector  system 
activated  sending  warning  signals 
throughout  the  building  to  which  the 
Workers  responded  so  alertly  and  so 
efficiently. 

Herein  lies  quite  a  story.  A  few  weeks 


ago  acting  on  the  suggestion  of  our 
consulting  engineer  Carl  J.  Bosse,  a 
sophisticated  smoke  detector  system 
was  installed  throughout  the  building. 
The  equipment  was  contracted  by  R.  K. 
Goode,  Co.  It  consisted,  in  part,  of  device 
placed  in  each  of  the  four  major 
mechanical  rooms  where  motors,  turn 
fans  that  distribute  the  air  throughout 
the  building.  These  smoke  detector 
devices  shut  down  the  motors  and  fans  at 
the  first  infiltration  of  smoke  through  the 
intake.  At  the  same  time  smoke  alarms 
are  sounded  throughout  the  building.  All 
this  equipment  functioned  according  to 
design. 

In  addition  we  had  also  independently 
installed  a  night  light  system  which 
consists  of  bright  spot  lights  trained 
down  the  corridors  at  strategic  points  on 
both  floors.  These  lights  are  wired  into 
our  electric  system  but  are  not  activated 
until  the  electric  lights  go  off.  In  the 
emergency  of  a  power  failure,  or  loss  of 
current  due  to  fire,  these  lights  all  come 
on  and  illuminate  all  escape  corridors 
and  exits,  and  stair  cases  for  a  period  of 
four  hours.  These  lights  also  worked 
perfectly  and  were  a  help  to  the  firemen 
who  went  throughout  the  building  with 
gas  masks  on.  There  was  very  little 
smoke  on  the  second  floor. 

We  feel  that  the  money  spent  on  this 
emergency  equipment  was  well  spent. 

Our  insurance  agent,  Mr.  Kirk  Moyer, 
Sr.,  was  on  the  scene  very  quickly  and 
has  been  helpful  in  taking  care  of  the 
details  of  insurance  adjustment.  Our 
insurer  in  this  area  is  St.  Paul  Mercury, 
Co.  which  authorized  Mr.  Dale  LeBlanc, 
adjuster,  to  proceed  with  the  restoration 
of  the  building.  The  services  of  Acme 
Cleaners  have  been  secured  and  through 
their  efforts  we  are  back  in  our  kitchen 
and  dining  room  temporarily.  Contractors 
will  replace  the  lighting  fixtures,  ceiling 
tile,  and  do  general  painting  and  repairs. 

In  retrospect  we  realize  how  fortunate 
and  blessed  we  are.  The  children  were  all 
safe  and  performed  like  little  soldiers. 
Our  fire  drills  had  prepared  them  for  this 
evacuation.  There  was  no  panic  or 
excessive  fright. 


TV 


Ministry 

Update 


35  ways  to  use  Video 


Editor's  Note:  At  a  recent  video  worship, 
a  group  brainstormed  35  ways  to  use 
videotape  in  the  church.  You  may  not  use 
video  in  all  these  ways  in  your  local 
church;  but  let  this  list  stimulate  your 
own  brainstorming. 

1.  Record  special  resource  persons  or 
programs  for  later  use.  Begin 
building  a  video  library. 

2.  Go  into  homes  of  new  members  and 
introduce  them  to  congregation 
through  VCR. 

3.  Tape  children  role-playing  in  church 
school. 

4.  Use  in  church  school  “interest 
centers.” 

5.  Tape  your  pastor’s  input  to  classes  for 
special  studies.  Do  the  taping  as  a 
class  project. 

6.  Videotape  church  services  for  nursing 
homes  or  shut-ins  and  bring  shut-ins 
to  the  congregation  with  videotape. 

7.  Show  church  program  activities 
during  every  member  visitation. 

8.  Tape  record  from  TV  broadcasts  to 
use  as  discussion  starters. 

9.  Record  Youth  Service  Fund  projects. 

10.  Use  VTR  to  help  youth  study  “adult 
culture." 

11.  Interview  church  members  at  home 
for  personal  viewpoints. 

12.  Tape  a  good  teacher  in  action;  new 
teachers  can  observe. 

13.  Use  camera  at  eye-level  of  five-year- 
olds  to  show  what  church  looks  like  to 
them. 

14.  Make  instructional  tapes  — 
storytelling,  bulletin  board  use,  use  of 
hymnal,  etc. 

15.  Tape  a  model  wedding  rehearsal,  to 


We  are  blessed  with  a  most  competent 
and  conscientious  group  of  staff  and 
workers.  The  safety  and  care  of  the 
children  were  the  things  most  uppermost 
in  their  minds.  Many  gave  up  the  week¬ 
end  to  do  the  necessary  things  for  the 
children.  We  realized  anew  the  spirit  of 
loving  concern  which  prevails  at 
Methodist  Home  Hospital. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  a  most  sturdy 
and  fireresistent  building.  The  walls  of 
cement  and  mortar  and  the  ceilings  of 
steel  and  plaster  all  built  on  concrete 
floors  make  for  a  most  safe  building.  The 
stairwells  are  secured  by  fire  doors  of 
approved  specifications.  We  hold  current 
fire  certificates  from  the  inspection 
departments  of  both  the  city  and  state 
Fire  Marshall. 

We  have  also  realized  anew  that  we 
have  the  support  and  prayers  of 
hundreds  of  friends  across  the  state.  It 
was  almost  symbolic  of  this  fact  that  a 
check  for  $1,000  arrived  the  day  after  the 
fire  from  a  friend  from  Lafayette.  It 
came  at  a  time  of  added  expense  such  as 
a  need  for  the  services  of  fast  foods 
establishments. 

We  have  been  made  to  feel  anew  the 
connectional  strength  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana  who  nurtures  all  her 
children  with  spiritual,  moral  and 
financial  support. 

When  the  call  came  to  the  parsonage  at 
5:00  a.m.  last  Saturday,  Lottie  Maye  had 
been  up  sometime  and  was  standing  by 
the  phone  having  been  awakened  by  an 
anxiety-  she  could  not  explain.  The 
premonition  of  being  surrogate  mother  to 
60  kids  is  pretty  strong. 

Fortunately  the  school  age  children 
were  given  a  memorable  camping 
experience  at  Istrouma  from  August  9 
through  August  13  by  the  youth  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Much  of  the  basic 
cleaning  of  the  building  was  done  at  this 
time. 

Next  comes  Bible  School  at  Rayne 
Church  and  then  school  begins.  Things 
will  be  back  to  normal  soon.  The  summer 
of  ’82  has  had  its  anxious  moments  but  it 
has  been  a  good  summer  and  the  kids 
seem  well  and  happy. 

choose  life 
so  that  you 
and  your  children 
will  live 

Deut.  30: 19 


Miss  Kay  Madden 


Centenary  College 
announces 
appointment 


Centenary  College  President  Donald  A. 
Webb  has  announced  the  appointment  of 
Miss  Kay  Madden  as  Director  of  Church 
Relations  for  the  college. 

A  graduate  of  Louisiana  Tech 
University,  Miss  Madden  held 
membership  in  Mortar  Board,  Sigma 
Tau  Delta  honorary  English  fraternity, 
and  she  served  as  the  assistant  editor  of 
the  Lagniappe. 

In  Shreveport,  she  has  held 
membership  in  the  Sigma  Kappa  Alumni 
Chapter  and  the  volunteer  program  at 
the  LSU  Medical  Center. 

Miss  Madden  comes  to  Centenary  from 
First  Methodist  Church  where  she  has 
served  as  Christian  Education  Director 
and  Junior  High  Youth  Director  since 
1979. 

As  Director  of  Church  Relations,  Miss 
Madden  will  maintain  ties  with 
Methodist  churches  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference;  she  will  co-ordinate  the 
Centenary  Church  Council,  and  will  help 
develop  scholarships  and  recruit 
students  within  the  Church. 


Conference  calendar 


9 


11 


14 


16 


September 

UMC  Foundation  Month 

2  New  Orleans/Slidell  Preacher’s  Meeting,  6:30  p.m.,  First  UMC,  Slidell 
7  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  Preacher's  Meeting,  7:00  p.m.,  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge 

Centenary  Church  Council,  9:30  a.m.,  Shreveport 
Annual  Conference  Entertainment  Committee,  3:00  p.m.,  Shreveport 
Adult  Workers  With  the  Youth,  9:00-4:00,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
Bi-District  Event 

Board  of  Discipleship,  10:00  a.m.,  Headquarters  Building 
Shreveport  Preacher's  Meeting,  9:30  a.m.,  St.  Luke's 
Ruston  District  Preacher’s  Meeting.  6:30  p.m.,  Arcadia 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  Preacher’s  Meeting,  10:00  a.m.,  Denham 
Springs 

17-18  UMW  Annual  Meeting,  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

18  Evangelism  Task  Force,  9:00-3:00  p.m.,  Headquarters  Building,  Baton 
Rouge 

20  Local  Church  Ecumenism  Seminar,  St.  Luke’s,  New  Orleans 

20-21  Board  of  Directors,  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  Manresa,  House 
of  Retreats,  Convent 

21  Local  Church  Ecumenism  Seminar,  First  Presbyterian,  Shreveport 
Monroe  District  Preacher’s  Meeting,  6:30  p.m.,  St.  Mark’s 

23  Alexandria  District  Preacher’s  Meeting,  6:00  p.m.,  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC,  Alexandria 

23- 24  Jurisdictional  COM/Mt.  Seguoyah 

24  Conference  Camping  Committee,  Horseshoe  UMC,  Alexandria 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Headquarters  Building 

24- 25  Fall  CYT  Meeting,  Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria 

25  COSROW,  Headquarters  Building,  9:30  a.m.,  Library,  Headquarters 
Building 

Global  Ministries,  10:00  a.m.,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

26  Christian  Education  Sunday  Offering 

27- 28  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Workshop,  SCJ 

SCJ  Board  of  Ministry,  Executive  Inn,  Dallas 

28  Annual  Conference  Secretary’s  Meeting,  10:00  a.m.,  Headquarters 
Building 

28- 30  Clergy  Family  Workshop,  Executive  Inn,  Dallas  “What’s  Happening  to 

the  Clergy  Family,”  SCJ 

29  Board  of  Pensions,  10:30  a.m.,  Conference  Room,  Headquarters  Building 

30  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  11:00  a.m.,  Headquarters 
Building 


Lake  Vista  UMC  burns  mortgage 

I 


UNITED  METHODISTS 
Call  For  Peace 


Sunday,  August  29, 1982 
3-5  p.m. 

First  United 
Methodist  Church 
3401  Canal  Street 
New  Orleans 
Opening  Address: 
BISHOP  J.  KENNETH 
SHAMBLIN 
panel-prayer-action 


Attention 

Ministers 


If  your  name,  address  or  phone 
number  is  incorrect  in  the  1982 
Conference  Journal  will  you  please 
bring  it  to  the  attention  of  Dr. 
Harvey  G.  WiUiamson. 

You  are  urged  to  furnish  him  with 
the  correct  information  by  writing 
or  calling  the  Council  on  Ministries 
office. 

Mailing  Address: 

P.O.  Box  3057 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
Telephone: 

(504)  346-1646 


Reminder 

Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church 

Leadership  Development 
Convocation  and  Workshop 
August  27-28, 1982 
First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Alexandria 


show  family  as  example. 

16.  Do  a  play  in  short  sequences  and  put 
together. 

17.  Promote  church  camping  programs. 

18.  Tape  “a  day  in  the  life  of  a  minister." 

19.  Record  a  Jewish  Sabbath  service  or  a 
Roman  Catholic  Mass  for  study. 

20.  Tape  a  model  confirmation;  use  in 
other  classes  or  in  cooperation  with 
other  churches. 

21.  Videotape  a  “letters”  of  your 
church’s  concerns  to  general  agencies 
or  your  conference. 

22.  Tape  community  concerns  for  various 
uses. 

23.  Train  ushers  and  acolytes. 

24.  Tape  a  group  functioning  well  in  a 
sensitive  situation. 

25.  Tape  preacher  or  church  school 
teacher  for  his  or  her  use  in  self- 
evaluation. 

26.  Tape  various  conference  promotion 
projects. 

27.  Use  for  curriculum  preview. 

28.  Tape  a  tour  of  the  church  and  meet 
the  staff  for  new  members. 

29.  Perform  programs  for  Christmas/ 
Easter/other  specials. 

30.  Tape  oral  histories  from  elderly 
persons. 

31.  Interest  youth  in  Christian  vocations. 

32.  Tape  “hot”  issues  in  annual 
conference  sessions  to  present  in  local 
churches. 

33.  Use  in  marriage  counseling  —  to 
reveal  nonverbal  communication. 

34.  Tape  opposing  points  of  view  for 
discussion  groups. 

35.  Use  closed-circuit  TV  for  overflow 
crowds. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  inside  Pages  Summer  Grove  begins  construction 

"Gay"  minister  given  leave Page4 


On  April  25,  1982  Lake  Vista  United  Methodist  Church  ceremonially  burned  its 
mortgage  of  24  years.  The  church  was  organized  December  10,  1948.  Present  for  the 
ceremony  were  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie.  New  Orleans  Slidell  District  Superintendent, 
Reverend  Joe  Pickett  former  chaplain  of  V.A.  Hospital,  and  former  pastors  of  the 
church  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  and  Dr.  Ed  Thomas.  As  part  of  the  event,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  lead  the  dedication  ceremony. 

Those  pictured  at  the  ceremony  are.  Left  to  Right,  Rev.  Donice  W.  Alverson,  Mrs. 
Sue  Christensen,  Mrs.  Marian  Eggerton,  Mr.  Jack  Styron,  and  Mr.  Kermit  Frymlre. 


Digest  attack  on  World 

Council  viewed . Page  2 
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Official  publication  of  the  United  Methodi*! 
Church  (n  Louisiana  Conference 


Summer  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  celebrated  the 
beginning  of  construction  of  their  new 


facilities  in  southwest  Shreveport  on  July 
11,  1982.  The  1.2  million  dollar  multi¬ 
purpose  and  education  buildings  are 
anticipated  to  be  ready  in  March  of  1983. 

The  Multi-purpose  building  will  feature 
the  Great  Hall  in  which  the  congregation 
will  worship,  hold  its  fellowship, 
community  meals  and  recreation.  Also 
housed  there  will  be  the  church  offices, 
prayer  room,  kitchen,  choir  room,  adult 
classrooms  and  pastor’s  study.  The 
education  building  will  house  the 
children’s  and  youth  classrooms  and  day 
care  facilities. 

The  Great  Hall  is  of  a  unique  laminated 
arch  construction  unlike  any  other 
church  facility  in  the  state.  Architects 
are  Shoemaker,  Colbert  and  Brodnax  of 
Shreveport.  The  general  contractor  is  B. 
J.  Andrews  Construction  Company  of 
Shreveport. 

Pictured  at  the  celebration  of  the 
commencement  of  construction  are  Mrs. 
Grace  Fridge,  the  last  active  charter 
member  of  Summer  Grove  and  the 
pastor,  J.  Marion  Braden. 


Dedication  Service 
set  for  Retired 
Ministers  Home 


Lakeview  has  Vacation  Bible  School 


Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church, 
located  on  Cross  Lake  in  Shreveport,  was 
a  beautiful  setting  for  Vacation  Bible 
School.  The  theme  for  the  school  was 
“Come,  Follow  Jesus.” 


The  dates  were  July  26-30.  Director 
for  the  school  was  Suzette  Vincent.  One 
of  the  features  of  the  school  was  a 


Turtle  Race  that  was  held  at  Ford 
Park.  In  this  race  the  children  placed 
turtles  on  a  playground  and  raced  them 
against  each  other. 

The  MacDonell  Children  Services  will 
receive  an  offering  that  was  taken  each 
day  by  the  children.  As  a  contest,  pennies 
were  to  be  brought  by  the  children  each 
day  to  raise  pennies  for  the  offering. 


Other  highlights  of  the  Vacation  Bible 
School  included  crafts,  directed  by  Fran 
Heath  and  Becky  Callicoatte.  Some 
interesting  objects  were  made  and  will 
be  displayed  at  the  Worship  Service.  God 
certainly  has  blessed  the  church  in  its 
work  with  the  children  The  Reverend 
Howard  B.  Childs  is  pastor  of  the  Lake- 
view  United  Methodist  Church. 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will 
preside  over  the  dedication  service  of  the 
Reverend  Leon  C.  Scott  Memorial  Home, 
2323  Sauvelle  Drive  in  Monroe  on 
Saturday,  September  11,  1982.  Others  on 
the  program  will  be  Dr  Douglas 
McGuire,  Monroe  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  the  Reverend  Donald  J  Hall, 
Pastor.  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Monroe,  the  Reverend  James 
L  Adams,  Chairman  of  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  and  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City, 
Mr.  Mike  John,  Jr.,  Treasurer  of  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Mrs. 
Barbara  Scott,  wife  of  the  late  Reverend 
Leon  C.  Scott,  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Scott, 
brother  of  the  late  Reverend  Leon  C. 
Scott,  and  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Isaac 
A.  Patton,  occupants  of  the  retirement 
home. 

Mr.  Stanley  Davis  will  be  the  soloist, 
accompanied  by  Mrs  Evelyn  Hopes  at 
the  piano.  The  ladies  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  will  assist  Mrs.  Patton 
with  the  Open  House. 

The  public  is  invited  to  the  Open  House 
on  Saturday,  September  11  from  2:00- 
4:00  p.m.  with  the  Act  of  Dedication  at 
3:00p.m. 

This  lovely  retirement  home  was  made 
possible  by  the  generosity  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Scott  and  members  of 
the  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church. 
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Editorial  * 

Reader’s  Digest’s  criticism  of  WCC 
needs  careful  Christian  appraisal 

.  _  * _ . _ ut: —  o . -I...  .■  Pftmmnninn  Evfin  the  DiSest  arti( 


REPORTS  AKXTT 
0»£fWWlPIM6  (N 

OUR  PENAL  insti- 

tutions  are 

PISTURBIN  fr 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Here  I  Stand 

You  can  help  start  a  badly  needed 


AUGUST  27, 1982 


LACK  OF  PfCfHT 

facilities..  mis¬ 
treatment  of 

PRISON  ERS-FttK 

sanitation 


In  the  August  edition  of  Reader's 
Digest,  “roving  editor”  Joseph  Harriss 
levels  an  attack  against  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  in  a  largely 
unsubstantiated  article  headlined  “Karl 
Marx  or  Jesus  Christ?"  (see  Reporter, 
Aug.  20).  Mr.  Harriss  alleges  the  Council 
supports  mostly  leftwing  causes. 

The  thrust  of  Mr.  Harriss’  effort  is 
illustrated  by  his  stated  view  based  on 
the  council’s  1975  General  Assembly  that 
“The  Geneva-based  ecumenical  organi¬ 
zation  made  clear  its  preference  for  social 
concerns  over  purely  religious  ones.  It 
showed  that  its  approach  to  solving  the 
world’s  social  ills  owes  almost  as  much  to 
Marxism  as  to  Christianity." 

We  are  disappointed  that  the  Digest, 
one  of  the  most  widely  circulated  and 
influential  periodicals  in  the  U.S.  and 
with  an  international  circulation  of  12.5 
million  in  17  languages,  would  impugn 
the  integrity  of  the  WCC,  as  well  as 
damage  its  own  journalistic  credibility  in 
such  an  irresponsible,  inaccurate  and 
narrowly-focused  attack 
Unfortunately,  many  Digest  readers, 
including  many  Christians,  will  accept  as 
unchallenged  truth  the  unsubstantiated 
or  outright  erroneous  statements  in  the 
Digest.  For  example,  while  Mr.  Harriss 
claims  that  because  of  the  council’s  “left¬ 
ist  ideology”  U.S.  churches’  financial 
support  for  the  WCC  “has  dropped  dras¬ 
tically,  to  less  than  half,”  the  council  re¬ 
ports  U.S.  churches  have  increased  their 
support  by  60  percent  since  1975. 

Throughout  its  existence,  the  WCC 
predictably  has  been  the  continuing 
subject  of  controversy  and  a  frequent 
target  of  criticism  from  many 
publications,  including  this  one.  Some  of 
the  criticism  has  been  deserved, 
particularly  when  the  council  seemed  to 
lack  a  clear  theological  rationale  for  its 
actions,  seemingly  picked  the  wrong  side 
of  an  issue,  or  failed  to  communicate 
adequately  its  reasons  for  taking  a 
particular  position. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches 
deserves  to  be  analyzed  and  criticized  as 
does  any  institution,  but  only  after  even- 
handed  and  credible  inquiry.  The  Digest 
article  by  Mr  Harriss  fails  to  achieve 
either  of  these  basic  journalistic  criteria. 

Whatever  its  difficulties  and 
inadequacies,  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  still  one  means  by  which 
representatives  from  Christian  churches 
around  the  world  can  come  together 
around  a  common  table  and  share  both  in 
consultations  leading  to  mission 
outreach  and  response  and  in  the 
common  Christian  bond  of  Holy 


Communion.  Even  the  Digest  article 
acknowledged  the  WCC  “is  capable  of 
much  good.”  We  believe,  however,  "lazy 
journalism"  such  as  that  exhibited  by  the 
Digest  makes  it  incumbent  upon  member 
churches  as  well  as  individual  Christians 
to  search  out  the  truth  about  the  WCC 
and  its  programs  which  they  are  asked  to 
support  —  particularly  as  related  to 
those  issues  Mr.  Harriss  has  raised. 

Almost  tayntingly  the  Digest  article 
calls  on  the  Council  to  “search  its  soul 
and  rediscover  its  ecumenical  purpose.” 
By  publishing  its  article  almost  a  year 
before  the  council’s  1983  sixth  General 
Assembly  in  Vancouver,  the  Digest  has 
inadvertently  provided  Council  officials 
a  spotlight  in  which  not  only  to  search  its 
soul,  but  also  to  re-affirm  its  Christian 
purpose.  We  hope  WCC  preparation  for 
and  positions  and  actions  taken  during 
the  assembly  will  be  considered  in  light 
-*  its  stated  Christian  goals  and  pur- 
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The  scriptures  remind  us  that  “by 
their  fruits  you  shall  know  them.”  The 
Reader’s  Digest  deserves  to  be  known 
and  judged  by  its  latest  article  on  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  and  the 
Council  deserves  to  be  judged  not  by  what 
others,  including  the  Digest,  say  that  it  is 
but  by  what  it  shows  itself  to  be  in  the 
total  of  what  it  does. 


By  ALLEN  D.  HANSON 
Almost  every  city  or  large  political 
subdivision  has  a  local  lockup  or  county 
jail.  This  temporary  holding  facility  is 
used  to  detain  men  and  women  who  are 
awaiting  trial  or  legal  hearings.  Many  of 
these  jails  are  old,  overcrowded  and 
dirty.  Often  short  prison  sentences  are 
actually  served  in  these  institutions.  All 
types  of  prisoners  can  be  found  here  from 
the  first  offender  to  the  hardened 
criminal. 

As  a  result,  such  facilities  offer  an 
unusual  opportunity  right  in  your  own 
home  to  reach  prisoners  for  Jesus  Christ 
and  minister  to  them  at  a  time  when  they 
are  experiencing  a  dramatic  change  in 
their  daily  life.  The  trauma  of  arrest  and 
incarceration  will  occasionally  jolt  a  new 
inmate  into  a  serious  evaluation  of  his 
present  priorities  and  lifestyle.  Hence, 
there  is  an  excellent  chance  that  new 
prisoners  will  be  receptive  to  hearing 
and  responding  to  the  saving  message  of 
Christ. 

There  are  three  things  that  you  should 
keep  in  mind  if  you  wish  to  start  a 
ministry  in  the  city  or  county  jail.  First: 
Much  of  your  effectiveness  will  depend 
on  understanding  each  type  of  inmate 
held  in  this  institution.  This  may  take 


some  training  and  experience,  but  the 
officials  in  charge  of  the  jail  can  assist 
you  in  evaluating  each  classification  if 
you  ask  them  for  help. 

Second:  Certain  prisoners  are  kept  in 
these  local  jails  for  a  very  short  time. 
Your  first  contact  may  be  your  only 
chance  to  bring  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  some  of  these  inmates.  Be 
prepared  to  offer  an  effective  testimony 
on  the  very  first  visit  without  being 
overbearing  or  offensive.  This  could  be 
your  only  opportunity  to  reach  this 
person  for  Christ. 

Third:  No  one  can  adequately  explain 
what  it  is  like  to  be  locked  up  day  after 
day  because  a  prison  experience  is  a 
terrible  thing.  Be  aware  that  you  are 
ministering  under  extreme  stress  and 
trauma  conditions  in  the  jail.  While 
inmates  may  be  more  receptive  to  your 
presentation  of  the  gospel  in  such  a 
situation,  the  stage  is  also  set  for  future 
hate  and  distrust  for  society.  Your 
Christian  testimony  can  help  to  prevent 
this  serious  social  problem. 

Careful  planning  needed 

It  is  easier  to  start  a  new  prison 
ministry  if  two  or  three  concerned 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Israeli  action  may  mean  ‘liberation’  for  Lebanon 
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To  the  Editor: 

Like  many  of  your  readers,  I  have  been 
deeply  concerned  about  the  current 
situation  in  Lebanon.  I  sat  down  recently 
and  waded  through  Martin  Peretz’s 
lengthy  and  excellent  article  entitled 
“Lebanon  Eyewitness"  in  the  August  2 
issue  of  “The  New  Republic.”  I  finished 
the  article  feeling  a  good  bit  of 
resentment  for  the  sensational 
misinformation  we’ve  been  receiving 
through  much  of  the  U.S.  media. 

That  same  afternoon,  I  turned  to  the 
July  30  issue  of  my  favorite  religious 
periodical,  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  I  was  ready  to  “cry  out  in 
outrage”  myself  by  the  time  I  got 
through  Bishop  White’s  analysis  of  the 
“brutality  and  horror  of  a  monstrous 
military  machine  grinding  its  way  blindly 
across  a  civilization  leaving  a  great 
swath  of  destruction  in  its  path.”  In 
Bishop  White’s  picture  of  Lebanon, 
where  are  the  PLO  fighters  and  the 


My  Witness 

United  Methodists  should  develop 
appreciation  of  their  heritage 


By  FRANKLIN  WILDER 

The  Reporter  recently  published  an 
article  headlined  “Christians  should 
develop  greater  appreciation  of  their 
heritage.”  I  could  not  help  but  think  that 
this  really  should  apply  more  to  our  great 
United  Methodist  Church  than  almost 
anyone  else. 

It  is  true  that  there  have  been  more 
martyrs  killed  in  the  name  of  religion 
during  the  Twentieth  Century  than  all  the 
other  centuries  put  together.  However, 
the  world  has  generally  overlooked  the 
persecution  suffered  by  the  early 
Methodists  —  including  killings, 
beatings,  attacks  on  their  women,  their 
houses  torn  down,  and  many  other 
indignities  —  during  the  early  years  of 
the  ministry  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley 
in  England. 

The  Roman  Catholics  in  England  were 
practically  extinct  during  those  years, 
but  were  subject  to  violent  attacks  when 
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they  could  be  found.  The  “Dissenters” 
(Baptists,  Quakers,  Lutherans, 
Presbyterians,  and  others)  were 
protected  under  the  Riot  Act  of  1715, 
which  made  it  a  felony  to  attack  a 
“Dissenter1 '  or  damage  his  property. 

John  and  Charles  Wesley  refused  to  be 
called  “Dissenters.”  Their  movement 
was  to  reform  the  Anglican  Church  They 
attended  the  services  of  the  Anglican 
Church  on  Sunday,  and  would  not  allow 
Methodist  services  to  be  held  on 
Sundays. 

Consequently,  the  foes  of  Methodism 
misrepresented  the  teachings  of  the 
early  Methodists,  and  they  were 
attacked  on  both  sides.  (Charles  Wesley 
blamed  the  ministers  of  many  other  sects 
as  instigating  these  attacks.  > 

Charles  Wesley  taught  his  followers 
not  to  fight  back,  not  to  seek  revenge,  and 
to  endure  the  suffering  and  attacks  made 
on  them  and  their  families.  This  was  a 
chief  glory  of  early  Methodism.  As  a 
result,  Methodism  grew  very  rapidly 
during  this  era  of  persecution  just  as  the 
early  Christian  movement  grew  despite 
persecution  by  the  Romans.  On  the 
foundation  and  Christian  spirit 
promulgated  by  the  Wesleys,  the 
Methodist  Church  grew  during  the 
nineteenth  century  from  200,000 
members  to  30  million  members. 

Most  United  Methodists  today  do  not 
realize  the  sacrifices  which  were  made 
by  the  early  Methodists  so  that  we,  as 
their  spiritual  descendants,  could  have 
wonderful  colleges,  universities,  hos¬ 
pitals,  and  30,000  churches  scattered 
over  the  United  States. 

I  believe  our  United  Methodist  people 
should  be  much  more  interested  in  our 
church’s  own  great  heritage  than  to 
worry  about  Martin  Luther,  Erasmus, 
and  some  of  the  other  great  historical 
figures  of  the  dim,  dark  past. 

Russell  Hitt,  in  a  Dec.  1981  article  in 
the  “Saturday  Evening  Post,”  spoke  of  a 
new  movement  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  today  to  revive  the  spirit  of  John 
and  Charles  Wesley,  and  how  many 
people  feel  this  is  badly  needed  to  help 
restore  the  loss  of  two  million  members 
that  we  have  suffered  during  the  past  20 
years. 

Surely,  somewhere,  somehow  our 
people  may  realize  that  a  renewed 
commitment  to  our  Methodist  heritage, 
following  in  the  steps  of  Jesus  Christ  (as 
did  the  Wesleys)  is  the  greatest  hope  that 
we  have  for  the  future  of  our  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  relate 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Franklin 
Wilder,  is  from  Ft.  Smith.  Ark. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double  spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  “My 
Witness,”  UMR,  P.  O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


Syrian  occupation  forces?  You  would 
think  Israel  had  attacked  the  Lebanese 
people.  But.  in  fact,  virtually  no  one 
denies  that  most  Lebanese  greeted  the 
Israelis  with  a  sense  of  relief. 

Bishop  White’s  criticism  of  Israel  does 
indeed  appear  “naively  one-sided”  — 
both  at  first  glance  and  after  careful 
reflection.  Perhaps  the  reason  the 
Palestinians’  cause  has  so  little  support 
in  the  U.S.  is  because  the  Palestinians 
are  saddled  with  PLO  as  their  "sole, 
legitimate  representatives.”  This  is  the 
same  charming  bunch  that,  as  1  write, 
cannot  seem  to  find  a  refuge  in  any 
“supporting"  Arab  nation. 

Both  your  editorial  and  Bishop  White’s 
strangely  slanted  column  missed 
mentioning  another  significant  aspect  of 
the  recent  events  —  the  new  hope  that 
may  be  dawning  for  an  independent, 
democratic  Lebanon.  Of  course  I  do  not 
want  to  diminish  the  horror  of  the  tragic 
loss  of  life  in  the  last  few  weeks.  But 
reports  on  the  brutal  and  oppressive  PLO 
and  Syrian  occupation  of  southern 
Lebanon  might  lead  one  to  see  the  Israeli 
“invasion”  as  "liberation.'’  Time  will, 
tell.  In  the  meantime,  surely  U.S. 
Christians  should  also  be  praying  with 
the  people  of  Lebanon  for  peace,  justice, 
and  liberty  within  their  sovereign  nation. 

Diane  Knippers 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Bishop  White’s  article, 
UMR  editorial  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  July  30  issue  of  the  Reporter 
there  is  a  "Here  I  Stand”  column  by 
Bishop  C.  Dale  White  headlined  “Christ- 
like  ‘aggressive  goodwill’  is  only  solution 
for  Middle  East”  and  an  editorial 
commending  Bishop  White’s  stance. 
Both  the  article  and  the  editorial  are  to 
be  praised. 

The  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  above 
political  assumption;  our  Lord  is  no 
respecter  of  persons  or  nations.  The  issue 
of  righteousness  has  always  been,  in  the 
words  of  Micah  chapter  6,  a  matter  of 
doing  justice,  pursuing  the  deeds  of 
mercy,  and  walking  humbly  with  God. 
Artificial  geo-political  boundaries  do  not 
proscribe  the  limits  of  our  Lord's  love, 
grace,  mercy  or  activity.  The  entire 
.  world  is  God's  field  of  harvest. 

We,  as  United  Methodists,  are  proud  to 
recall  Wesley’s  words  about  the  world 
being  his  parish.  We  make  the  same 
claim .  If  we  are  to  be  true  not  only  to  God 
but  our  Wesleyan  heritage,  we  need  to  set 
aside  blind  loyalties  and  begin  honestly 
to  identify  those  who  are  being 
downtrodden  and  oppressed.  Our  God 
has  said  that  He  will  be  the  champion  for 
those  wrongfully  victimized.  So  let  us 
now  begin,  for  God’s  own  sake,  to  use  our 
brains  to  evaluate  international  issues  as 
Christians  first,  last,  and  always.  Then 
perhaps  our  claim  that  Jesus  is  the 
universal  Lord  will  be  heard  with  a  bit 
more  seriousness. 

Alex  W.  Hunter 

Cypress,  Texas 

Israeli  assault 
in  Lebanon  criticized 

To  the  Editor: 

The  attribution  of  sponsoring  agencies 
of  the  advertisement  critical  of  Israel’s 
attack  upon  Lebanon  may  have  been 
incorrect,  but  the  ad’s  sentiment,  as 
reported  in  The  Religious  News  Service 
article  headlined  "Relief  agencies  deny 
signing  anti-Israel  ad”  (see  Reporter 
July  30) ,  is  certainly  on  target. 

The  agonized  question  of  Canada’s 
ambassador  to  Lebanon,  after  his  quar¬ 
ters  were  battered  by  Israeli  bombing  — 
“Where  is  the  Israel  we  know?”  —  is  a 
question  many  of  us  are  asking. 

Israeli  crowds  shouting  “King  Begin!  ” 
and  Begin’s  asking  of  “unquestioned 
obedience”  from  Israel  s  soldiers, 
together  with  other  evidences,  seems  to 
say  that  the  State  of  Israel  is  not  the 
idealistic  country  of  its  founding  years.  It 
has  apparently  become  a  militaristic, 
expansionist,  vengeful  political  entity, 
with  atomic  weapons,  and  capable  of 
initiating  World  War  III. 

I  come  to  this  sorrowful  conclusion, 
witnessing,  day  after  day,  the 


callous  destruction  of  a  beautiful  city. 

Clarence  F.  Avey 
Westfield,  Massachusetts 


after 


Civil  disobedience 
affirmed  in  some  cases 

To  the  Editor : 

The  July  30  letter  by  Mr.  John  Hicks 
headlined  “Law  editorials  resort  to 
‘evasive  casuistry’  ”  takes  you  to  task 
for  speaking  favorably  of  a  couple  who 
withheld  taxes  as  a  “witness  for  peace," 
and  cites  our  Lord’s  admonition  to  “ren¬ 
der  unto  Caesar  that  which  is  Caesar’s.” 

It  seems  to  me  that  I  have  read  also 
that  our  supreme  loyalty  should  be  to 
God,  and  to  right,  as  we  see  it.  But  even 
ignoring  that,  I  wonder  if  Mr.  Hicks 
assumes  that  government  (Caesar)  is 
infallibly  correct. 

Apparently  our  forefathers  did  not 
think  so  or  we  would  be  an  English 
commonwealth,  slavery  would  be 
accepted  as  right  and  proper,  and 
children  of  seven  or  eight  would  toil  in 
our  factories  and  mines.  Also,  no  blame 
could  be  charged  against  those  who 
carried  out  Hitler’s  orders  in  the  death 
camps  of  Europe. 

C.  H.  Lark 
Jennings,  Missouri 

Park  Avenue  Church  is  not 
fully  participating  in  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

If  “Park  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  (Minneapolis)  provides  a  much 
needed  example  of  what  a  congregation 
can  do”  (UMR,  July  30),  I  can  only  hope 
that  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  will 
limit  or  eliminate  any  further  prominent 
coverage  of  such  examples. 

It  would  appear  that  part  of  the  goal  of 
the  church’s  program  —  “Raising  up  a 
new  generation”  —  is  certainly 
succeeding.  However,  that  goal  under 
Mr.  Hinerman’s  “leadership”  seems  to 
be  to  teach  succeeding  generations  not  to 
follow  the  Disciplinary  obligation  to  pay 
a  fair  share  towards  the  World  Service 
Fund  apportionment. 

The  World  Service  apportionment  is 
not  an  option  for  any  local  pastor  or  con¬ 
gregation.  The  payment  of  this  fund  is 
expected  from  every  local  United  Metho¬ 
dist  congregation,  including  Park  Avenue. 

If  an  individual  or  congregation  is 
opposed  to  any  requirement  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  there  is  a  proper 
procedure  that  may  be  followed  to  bring 
about  change  through  petitions  to  the 
General  Conference. 

There  are  probably  few,  if  any,  United 
Methodist  congregations  or  individuals 
that  agree  with  everything  in  the 
“Discipline.”  However,  that  does  not 
negate  their  responsibility  as  United 
Methodists. 

Regardless  of  the  good  works  that  the 
Park  Avenue  Church  is  doing,  it  is 
exceedingly  disappointing  to  learn  of 
their  lack  of  acceptance  and  failure  to  be 
a  fully  participating  church  within 
United  Methodism. 

Rick  Brewer 
Pewaukee,  Wisconsin 

UMW  studies  criticized 

To  the  Editor: 

To  Barbara  Driver’s  letter  headlined 
"Two  possible  meanings,”  I  say  “Amen 
(UMR  Letters,  July  30). 

I,  too,  just  returned  from  a  School  of 
Christian  Mission  and  came  away  with 
the  same  opinion  as  Ms.  Driver’s:  The 
material  was  biased  and  strongly  anti- 
U.S.  My  observation  was  that  it  was  not 
only  in  the  study,  “People  of  the  Pacific 
Islands,”  but  also  prevailed  throughout 
the  school. 

What  Barbara  Driver  said  in  her  letter 
bears  restating:  “It  would  behoove 
churches  to  help  strengthen  and  preserve 
(the  democratic  system)  the  best  pro¬ 
tector  of  human  rights  and  freedoms  —  a 
primary  one  being  freedom  of  religion.” 

In  lifting  up  other  people,  is  it 
necessary  to  downgrade  the  U.S.? 

Elizabeth  F.  Atkinson 
Hayward,  California 

Mission  studies  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  Barbara  Driver  s 


letter  (see  UMR  Letters,  July  30). 

I  attended  a  School  of  Christian 
Mission  (Texas  Conference)  and  as 
always  have  come  home  renewed 
spiritually  and  more  aware,  though 
painfully,  of  our  world  around  us. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Folsom  presented  the 
study  “People  of  the  Pacific  Isles”  in  a 
very  unbiased,  factual  manner.  Some 
facts  cannot  be  denied:  Bikini  and  other 
islands  in  the  Marshall  Islands  are  still 
uninhabitable  because  of  nuclear  testing 
by  the  United  States  in  the  1’950’s. 

The  United  States  is  at  fault  in  some 
areas  as  well  as  other  countries  (Japan 
and  France  in  regard  to  nuclear 
proliferation  in  the  South  Pacific).  Why 
put  our  heads  in  the  sand  and  defend 
ourselves  no  matter  what  the 
consequences?  Let’s  take  off  our  blinders 
and  view  the  whole  world  situation 
through  eyes  of  others  and  not  only  our 
own.  This  does  not  downgrade  the 
democratic  system,  but  points  to  areas 
for  improvement. 

Yes,  the  United  States  should  defend 
freedom  of  religion,  but  in  some 
countries  that  religion  may  simply 
involve  the  desire  to  live  and  worship  in 
their  homeland,  safely. 

Carl  Armstrong 

Beaumont,  Texas 

Jameson  Jones  was  also 
known  as  student  leader 

To  the  Editor: 

The  July  30  issue  carried  a  short  article 
headlined  “Seminary  dean  dies 
suddenly”  concerning  the  death  of  the 
Rev.  Jameson  Jones,  dean  of  Duke 
University  Divinity  School.  The  article 
listed  several  positions  held  by  Dr. 
Jones,  but  did  not  include  the  position  he 
held  when  I  first  met  him,  and  by  which 
he  would,  perhaps,  be  most  remembered 
by  Methodist  high  school  and  college 
students  of  the  late  forties  and  early 
fifties  —  that  of  president  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Methodist  Students. 

As  president  of  the  Ohio  Methodist 
Student  Movement,  I  had  the  privilege  in 
August,  1951,  of  attending  the  National 
Conference  at  Purdue  University, 
followed  by  the  National  Convocation  of 
Methodist  Youth,  attended  by 
approximately  5,000  Methodist  students. 
I  am  sure  that  the  witness  given  by  Dr. 
Jones  at  these  two  meetings  affected 
many  other  lives  in  addition  to  mine. 

Roger  W.  Lillie 

Ashtabula,  Ohio 


Allen  Hanson 
Christians  go  into  the  jail  together.  Try  to 
arrange  with  the  authorities  for  a  special 
time  each  week  for  your  visit  that  does 
not  conflict  with  regular  visiting  hours 
for  the  family  or  lawyer.  Saturday 
afternoon  or  Sunday  morning  are  among 
the  very  best  available  times.  If  you  and 
your  Christian  ministry  are  the  only 
visitors  at  the  jail,  you  will  get  all  the 
attention  from  both  the  staff  and  the 
inmates.  These  visits  will  be  anticipated 
by  prisoners  who  spend  several  weeks  in 
the  institution  and  they  will  look  forward 
to  your  next  call.  There  is  less  discipline 
trouble  in  a  prison  that  allows  regular 
Christian  visits.  Trained  law 
enforcement  officers  know  that  visits  by 
dedicated  Christians  cut  the  so-called 
“incident  rate”  in  any  jail.  Hence,  they 
will  be  inclined  to  help  you  even  if  they 
are  not  Christians  themselves.  It  would 
be  beneficial  for  anyone  considering  a 
prison  ministry  to  join  a  group  going  into 
a  jail  in  a  nearby  town  for  several  weeks 
to  get  “on-the-job”  training  and 
experience.  The  techniques  you  will 
acquire  in  a  short  time  will  make  the 
necessary  travel  well  worthwhile. 


Ten  things  to  do 

There  are  ten  things  you  should  do  to 
have  an  effective  ministry  in  the  local 
jail. 

(1)  Pray  daily  for  this  ministry  and 
everyone  involved  in  it.  Start  each  prison 
visit  with  prayer. 

(2)  Keep  a  definite  schedule  without 
interruption.  Prisoners  will  anticipate 
your  regular  visits. 

(3)  Dress  conservatively.  A  suit  coat  is 
never  out  of  place  in  jail  although  a  tie  ■ 
isn’t  necessary.  Clergymen  may  wear 
collars  for  identification  if  they  wish. 

(4)  Don’t  give  the  prisoners  anything 
without  first  checking  with  authorities. 
Stay  well  within  the  established  rules  of 
the  jail. 

(5)  Don’t  ask  the  prisoners  for  details 
about  their  criminal  case.  Often  these 
charges  are  pending  trial  or  appeal.  If 
you  learn  anything  about  their  legal 
status,  be  sure  to  keep  it  confidential. 

(6)  Don’t  expect  a  normal  response. 
Conditions  in  jail  are  not  normal.  You  are 
reaching  the  inmate  with  your  testimony 
even  if  he  doesn’t  respond  immediately, 
so  don’t  be  discouraged. 

(7)  Whenever  possible,  arrange  for  a 
follow-up  by  a  local  church  to  minister  to 
the  offender  after  he  is  released. 

(8)  Be  forgiving.  The  justice  system  is  ‘ 
tough  enough  without  your  personal 
judgment  and  condemnation.  Be  a  true 
minister  of  the  Gospel  and  radiate  the 
love  of  God  in  your  visit. 

(9)  Keep  your  ministry  inter¬ 
denominational.  Most  prisoners  have 
very  little  church  background  and  do  not 
understand  denominational  differences. 

(10)  “Remember  the  prisoners  as 
though  in  prison  with  them  .  .  .”  (Hebrews 
13:3).  Put  your  self  in  the  prisoners’: 
place  and  try  to  understand  the  way  they 
think. 

The  local  jail  offers  the  average  citizen 
a  real  opportunity  to  do  mission  work 
right  in  his  own  home  town  in  a  ministry 
that  most  Christians  neglect.  This  local 
lockup  contains  souls  who  need  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  just  as  certainly 
as  any  foreign  mission  field  and  it  is 
located  near  your  own  home.  You  can 
respond  to  God’s  calling  and  minister  in 
the  city  or  county  jail.  Will  you? 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor.  Allen  D.  Hanson,  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Ottertail.  Minnesota  (Minnesota 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand."  UMR.  P.  O.  Box  221076. 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words, 
i  Blind  ad  $1.00  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
;  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other¬ 
wise  approved  in  advance. 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/YOUNG  Adult  Ministries 
for  church  of  1,050  membership.  Responsible  for 
total  program  for  youth/young  adult  program. 
Adequate  salary  and  budget.  Send  resume  to  Red 
Bank  UMC,  3800  Dayton  Blvd.,  Chatt.,  TN  37415, 
(615)877-2881. 


YOUTH  AND  ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR,  full-time 
position  open.  Church  of  2.900  members.  Send 
resume:  Search  Committee,  Roswell  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Roswell,  G A  30075. 


POSITION:  DIRECTOR,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  243  S.  Broadway.  Redondo  Beach,  CA  90277, 
(213)  372-8445.  Please  send  resume. 


PRESCHOOL  INSTRUCTOR  UM  Community 
Center.  Bilingual  English/Spanish.  Experience  and 
certification  preferred.  Send  resume:  Wesley 
Community  Center,  1410  Lee  Street.  Houston,  TX 
77009,  Attention:  Executive  Director 


BALDWIN  ORGAN  FOR  SALE.  Model  4C,  2-manual, 
2-tone  cabinets.  Tone  expander.  Excellent  condition. 
$2,995.  1st  UMC,  Box  1125,  Tavares.  FL  32778,  (904) 
343-2761.  


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  PROGRAM  -  Fill 
staff  vacancy  in  550-member  Methodist  Church. 
Contact  Dick  Long,  625  South  Eighth.  Brighton,  CO 
80601,  (303)659-7121 


UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  (1,800  members) 
seeks  experienced  professional  to  administer 
education  program  with  skills  for  resourcing 
ministries  to  children  and  youth.  Salary 
commensurate  with  qualifications.  Applicants  send 
letter  of  inquiry  and  resume  to  Rev.  Gregory 
Robertson,  Coker  United  Methodist  Church.  231  E. 
North  Loop  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78216.  Phone 
(512)494-3455. 


IT’S  NOT  TOO  LATE.  Israel,  Egypt  -  January, 
February  1983.  Tour  Host  —  Bob  Sanders,  1317 
Academy  Circle,  Arlington.  TX  76013. 


ONLY  OFFICIAL  WORLD  S  Fair  Song,  "To  Turn 

the  World."  45  rpm  record  $3.50,  sheet  music  $3.00. 
Autographed,  Postpaid.  Composed  by  United  Meth- 
odist  Youth,  1009Churchwell,  Knoxville, TN  37917 


SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Music 

Program  -  For  church  approximately  2.300 
members.  Music  program  includes  adult,  youth  and 
children.  Salary  negotiable  depending  on 
qualifications  and  experience.  Send  resume  and 
recent  photo  to  Doug  Altom.  1703  S.  Tyler,  Amarillo, 
.  TX  79)09  1 806 1  374-5651  _ _ 


BUSINESS  MANAGER-TREASURER.  Florida 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Lakeland,  Fla.  Chief  Fiscal  Officer  responsible  for 
functions  of  fund  accounts,  property  management 
and  other  related  business  activities,  Qualifications: 
College  degree,  successful  business  experience  with 
thorough  knowledge  of  and  commitment  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Salary  in  low  thirties  with 
customary  fringe  benefits.  Send  resumes  by 
September  30,  1982,  to  H.  Wight  Kirtley,  P.O.  Box 
548,  Casselberry,  FL  32707. _ 

CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS: 
Efficient  Pastor’s  Study,  Periodic  Contribution 
Report,  Directory  &  Mailing  Label,  Family  Data 
Master  forTRS-80  I,  II.  Ill,  &  16,  and  Osborne.  $89.95 
each  —  Money  Back  Guarantee.  $1.00  for 
specifications.  Exodus  Computing,  1328A  7th 
Avenue,  Honolulu,  HI  96816-2646 


THE  AMERICAN  METHODIST  BICENTENNIAL  of 

1984  provides  a  golden  opportunity  to  help  Methodists 
understand  their  Church.  Order  a  copy  of  the  new  As- 
bury  Biography,  "Bishop  Francis  Asbury:  Field' 
Marshal  of  the  Lord."  This  beautiful  B'jx  11  vol¬ 
ume  tells  the  story  of  the  life  and  leadership  of 
Bishop  Asbury  set  against  the  historical  background 
of  Methodism  during  his  lifetime.  It  contains  the  oily 
maps  of  the  Asbury  s  annual  tours  ever  published. 
$12.00  per  copy,  payment  with  order  to  the  author.  W. 
G.  Smeltzer  Send  order  to:  Dr.  W.  G.  Smeltzer,  700 
South  Alton  Way.  Denver,  CO  80231 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Youth 

Ministries.  Responsible  for  ten  choirs,  including 
bells.  Contact  Dr.  Robert  M.  Brittain,  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  3901  N.E.  22nd  Ave.,  Lighthouse 
Point,  FL  (305  )  941-8033.  


STAINED  GLASS  CHURCH  WINDOWS:  Your 
church  can  have  beautiful  Stained  Glass  Windows 
through  our  proven  program.  Free  estimates  and 
consultation.  Write  Odyssey  Art  Glass  Studio,  215  E. 
Main  Street,  Johnson  City,  TN  37601,  (615)  928-2800 


FULL  TIME  EDUCATION  SPECIALIST  wanted. 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church.  Colorado  Springs, 
to  join  three-person  staff.  Local  church  education 
and  programming  experience  is  required.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  will  be  in  children's  and  adult  programming 
including  supplementing  small  group  ministries  for 
adults.  Church  has  average  Church  School 
attendance  of  150  in  2-year-old  through  sixth  grade, 
attendance  of  110  persons  in  six  adult  Sunday 
morning  classes  and  100  people  in  Bethel  classes. 
Over  250  people  have  been  involved  in  adult  small 
groups  in  the  past  four  years.  Average  worship 
attendance  is  500  and  church  is  building  new  worship 
and  education  space.  Compensation  range:  $15,000- 
$22,000.  Send  resume  to  SPR  Committee,  4210 
Templeton  Gap  Road.  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80918. 
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Bible  schools 
held  at  other 
end  of  vacation 

ZIONSVILLE,  Ind.  —  For  countless 
congregations,  summer  is  synonymous 
with  vacation  Bible  school  ( VBS). 

And  VBS  no  longer  is  confined  to  the 
traditional  June-July  period. 
Increasingly,  churches  are  finding  an 
ideal  time  during  the  so-called  “dog 
days”  of  August  —  that  month  when  time 
seems  to  stand  still  and  youngsters  find 
themselves  in  the  doleful  interim 
between  the  euphoria  of  summer’s  early 
days  and  the  start  of  school. 

One  such  congregation  which  made  the 
successful  switch  several  years  ago  to 
August  VBS  is  the  850-member  Zionsville 
United  Methodist  Church  near 
Indianapolis.  For  two-and-a-half  hours 
each  morning  for  one  week,  nearly  100 
youngsters  from  toddlers  to  fourth  grade 
gathered  for  Bible  study,  crafts,  music, 
exercise  and  just  plain  fun. 

The  photos  here  are  from  a  day  in  the 
life  of  Zionsville’s  VBS  —  typical  scenes 
which  could  have  been  repeated  in 
thousands  of  churches  and  dozens  of 
denominations  around  the  U.S. 

PHOTOS  BV  JAMES  STEELE.  INDIANA  AREA  UM 
COMMUNICATIONS 


New  shape  of  missions  agency  gets  preliminary  nod 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURGH  —  A  stream-lined 
global  missions  arm  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  moved  several  steps  nearer  reality 
here  August  19-20  at  the  latest  in  a  series 
of  meetings  between  directors  of  the 
present  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Principal  agreements  reached  at  this 
meeting  were:  (1)  that  the  major 
agreed-to  components  of  the  proposed 
restructured  board  would  be  tested  and 
refined  earlier  than  had  been  previously 
planned,  and  (2)  that  the  evangelization 
purposes  of  the  board  will  be  made  ex¬ 
plicit  and  perhaps  stated  more  than  once 
or  in  more  than  one  way  in  the  working 
documents. 

The  1980  General  Conference 
instructed  the  Global  Missions  board  to 
“Achieve  flexibility  in  administration 
and  structure,”  to  do  so  in  consultation 
with  the  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
and  to  complete  the  process  and  report 
its  completion  to  the  1984  General 
Conference. 

Committees  assigned  mandate 

The  main  vehicles  for  carrying  out  this 
instruction  have  been  an  initiating 
committee  of  ten  directors  from 
within  Global  Ministries,  a  consulting 
committee  of  ten  directors  from  within 
GCOM,  and  several  meetings  of  the 


Special  spring  of  ’ 83  board  meeting  proposed  to  simulate »,  test  model 


committees  separately  and  jointly. 

In  its  consultation  role,  GCOM’s 
"committee  of  ten”  has  “raised  flags"  or 
‘‘punched  critical  buttons”  in 
restructure  drafts  prepared  by  the 
Global  Ministries  “committee  of  ten.” 
The  meeting  here  was  the  latest  but  not 
the  last  in  that  process. 

The  joint  committee  of  twenty  will 
meet  again  in  mid-September  to  perfect 
the  plan  to  present  to  their  separate  full 
boards  in  October.  A  final  joint 
committee  meeting  in  December  will 
incorporate  changes  suggested  by  the 
full  boards. 

Major  changes  agreed  upon 

Major  changes  had  been  agreed  to 
earlier  by  the  joint  committees.  These 
include  reducing  Global  Ministries  from 
six  divisions  and  two  work  units  to  three 
program  divisions  —  World,  National 
and  Women’s  —  and  four  program 
departments  —  Mission,  Education  and 
Cultivation;  Health  and  Welfare; 
Mission  Personnel  Resources;  and  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
Those  structural  agreements  were  not 
under  review  nor  were  they  amended  at 
this  meeting. 

The  “streamlining”  at  this  point  is 
seen  not  so  much  in  the  reduction  of  units 
from  eight  to  seven  but  in  the  narrowly- 


UM  team  effort  brings 
speedy  aid  to  Haitians 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Twenty 
Haitian  refugees  are  enjoying  relative 
freedom  today  because  of  the  swift 
generosity  of  Miami  United  Methodist 
churches  and  the  ingenuity  of  the 
denomination’s  refugee  officer. 

The  Haitians  were  the  first  group  from 
the  Krome  Detention  Center  in  Miami 
released  to  Protestant  churches  Aug.  2. 
Their  departure  was  widely  reported  in 
news  media. 

In  late  June,  Federal  Judge  Eugene  P. 
Spellman  ordered  the  release  of  the 
Haitians  as  soon  as  sponsors  could  be 
found.  He  set  up  unusual  conditions, 
including  weekly  reporting  and  the 
availability  of  legal  aid. 

On  the  basis  of  the  judge’s  order  Lilia 
Fernandez,  refugee  officer  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  enlisted  the  aid  of  Miami 
District  Superintendent  J.  Lloyd  Knox 
and  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  of  the 
Florida  Area. 

The  district  superintendent  invited  all 
Miami  Area  churches  to  a  meeting  to 
learn  how  they  could  help  the  Haitians. 
Bishop  Hunt  wrote  to  pastors  terming  the 
judge’s  order  “a  challenge  that  cannot  be 
ignored.”  He  suggested  several  types  of 
action  churches  could  take. 

On  behalf  of  UMCOR,  Ms.  Fernandez 
Offered  $25,000  to  hire  a  Haitian  refugee 
fcoordinator  for  the  Miami  District.  In 
addition,  she  promised  each  refugee  $150 
a  month  for  four  months  for  food  and 
'other  expenses.  With  this  money,  they 
are  ineligible  for  welfare,  she  reported. 
She  visited  the  Haitians’  relatives  at 
home  and  explained  the  situation  since 


most  would  be  jiving  with  relatives. 

Hispanic,  Anglo,  Black,  and  Haitian 
churches  have  agreed  to  sponsor  Haitian 
refugees.  The  district  hired  Lucille  Bates 
as  coordinator.  A  United  Methodist,  she 
has  been  working  with  Haitians  since 
1973,  most  recently  teaching  English  at 
Camp  Krome  as  a  volunteer.  Her  office  is 
at  Grace  United  Methodist  Church, 
which  has  a  racially-mixed  congregation 
as  well  as  a  Haitian  congregation  and 
offers  English  classes  and  hot  meals. 

To  facilitate  weekly  reporting,  each 
refugee  will  receive  a  weekly  check 
through  the  coordinator’s  office.  She 
reports  to  the  local  office  of  Church 
World  Service,  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  which  in  turn 
reports  to  a  third  party.  In  the  case  of 
Miami,  Judge  Spellman  selected  Barry 
College. 

Sponsoring  churches  will  help  the 
refugees  find  jobs  and  help  with  clothing, 
transportation,  language  training,  rent 
and  food  if  necessary.  The  monthly 
stipend  lasts  four  months  because  this  is 
the  length  of  time  the  judge  thought  it 
would  take  for  each  refugee  to  receive  a 
hearing  on  his  or  her  petition  for  political 
asylum. 

Unlike  the  treatment  of  earlier  waves 
of  refugees,  the  federal  government  will 
not  reimburse  any  of  the  resettlement 
costs.  Voluntary  agencies  must  provide 
everything,  Ms.  Fernandez  said. 

About  1,900  Haitians  are  eligible  for 
parole  with  permission  to  work.  Of  the 
200  cases  CWS  is  committed  to  resettle, 
UMCOR  has  pledged  to  accept  30  or  40. 

“This  is  a  big  commitment,”  Ms. 


focused  assignments  to  be  given  each  of 
the  program  departments. 

Also  agreed  to  is  the  principle  that  all 
persons  elected  as  directors  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
be  understood  to  be  and  will  be 
encouraged  to  think  of  themselves  first 
and  foremost  as  directors  of  the  whole 
board.  Each  of  the  157  directors  (same  as 
present  size)  would  then  be  assigned  to 
serve  on  one  of  the  three  program 
divisions  and  on  either  one  of  the  four 
program  departments  or  on  a  standing 
committee. 

The  intention,  repeated  many  times 
during  all  meetings  of  the  joint 
committees,  is  to  work  toward  the  unity 
and  wholeness  of  the  board.  One 
criticism  that  surfaced  early  in  the 
restructure  process  was  that  Global 
Ministries  directors  frequently  gave 
their  first  priority  to  a  division  and  only 
then  secondarily  to  the  board.  The 
“unity /wholeness”  emphasis  is  an 
attempt  to  overcome  that. 

Top  executive  role  beefed  up 

Another  attempt  is  the  strengthening 
of  the  general  secretary’s  office,  giving 
him  or  her  more  planning  and 
consultative  authority  within  the 
program  divisions  and  departments. 

Working  within  this  proposed 


strengthened  general  secretary’s  office 
would  be  two  cabinets:  a  Program 
Cabinet  made  up  of  top  staff  officials  to 
give  overall  coordination  to  the  work  of 
the  divisions  and  departments,  and  an 
Administrative  Cabinet  made  up  of  a 
smaller  number  of  top  staff  officials  who 
would  oversee  such  areas  as  personnel, 
budget,  and  policy  review. 

The  consensus  at  this  meeting  was  that 
the  two-cabinet  concept  is  critical  to 
operating  the  board  under  its  intended 
wholeness. 

General  Council  of  Ministries  directors 
enthusiastically  commended  Global 
Ministries  directors’  stated  intentions 
under  the  new  structure  to  take  more 
initiative  for  relations  with  their  United 
Methodist  constituencies  —  including 
local  churches  and  annual  conferences. 
The  Global  Ministries  document 
acknowledges  that  the  board  has  left 
itself  vulnerable  to  criticisms  of  lack  of 
administrative  accountability  and  poor 
communications. 

Improved  communications  are  also 
expected  from  greater  utilization  of  field 
(regional)  staff,  from  “equipping” 
directors  to  interpret  the  board  and  its 
program  in  their  conferences,  and  from 
placing  responsibility  for  conference 
relations  with  the  General  Secretary. 

Also  enthusiastically  commended  was 


NCC,  Jewish  leaders  discuss  Lebanon  crisis 


Three  refugees  and  Ms.  Lilia  Fernandez  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  arrive  at  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in  Miami,  where  they  were  greeted 
by  their  families  and  church  sponsors. 

FLORIDA  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  PHOTO 

need  an  additional  $130,000  for  legal 
services,  she  said.  The  Haitian  Refugee 
Program  has  had  lawyers  for  several 
years,  but  with  the  added  case  load  more 
are  needed.  UMCOR  will  have  to  pay  its 
share  of  the  expenses. 

At  present  Ms.  Fernandez  is  looking 
for  churches  in  the  New  York  City  area 
willing  to  become  sponsors.  For  Ms. 
Fernandez,  who  has  been  “fighting  for 
Haitians’  rights”  for  eight  years,  the 
recent  Miami  experience  was  an 
especially  satisfying  one.  “I  was  happy 
with  the  churches’  response.  It  was  good 
to  be  able  to  say  when  the  Haitians  came 
out,  “We  care  enough  to  continue  helping 
you,”  she  said. 


Fernandez  said,  “since  this  is  not  a 
traditional  resettlement  situation.  Each 
refugee  must  appear  in  court  with  a 
lawyer  within  30  days.  We  have  to  make 
that  possible.” 

As  to  where  the  remainder  of  UMCOR 
cases  will  be  placed,  Ms.  Fernandez  said, 
“We  can’t  repeat  the  Miami  experience 
everywhere.  You  need  a  Haitian 
community,  legal  aid,  and  churches 
willing  to  become  sponsors. 

“In  places  where  these  conditions  are 
not  available,  we  are  asking  United 
Methodist  churches  to  become  co¬ 
sponsors  with  a  church  in  the  impacted 
area  that  can  give  services.” 

By  October  Church  World  Service  will 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  The  National 
•Council  of  Churches  moved  into  dialogue 
•with  leaders  of  American  Jewish 
organizations  here  in  an  effort  to  halt 
^deteriorating  relations. 

The  NCC  delegation  —  which  included 
•United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
•Armstrong,  president  of  the  ecumenical 
agency,  and  its  general  secretary,  Claire 
Randall  —  also  met  separately  for  a 
dialogue  with  representatives  of  the 
Palestine  Congress  of  North  America,  a 
Washington-based  umbrella  group 
covering  all  55  Palestinian-American 
groups. 

Some  of  the  NCC  member  churches, 
made  up  of  33  Protestant  and  Eastern 
Orthodox  denominations,  have  been 


accused  by  leading  Jewish  spokesmen  of 
uncritically  accepting  Palestinian 
charges  against  Israel.  Palestinian- 
American  leaders  at  the  same  time  are 
pressing  the  NCC  to  be  more  vocal 
against  Israel’s  use  of  American 
weapons  in  the  invasion  of  Lebanon 

Both  meetings  were  intended  to  be 
closed,  off-the-record  sessions,  to  allow 
participants  to  speak  freely.  However, 
some  participants  later  agreed  to 
comment  on  the  dialogues. 

“We  look  forward  to  having  additional 
meetings  in  the  future.  These  dialogues 
are  ongoing  efforts  of  the  council  and 
were  not  called  because  of  the  current 
situation  in  Lebanon,  although  that  crisis 
was  the  focus  for  a  great  deal  of  the 


discussion  in  both  groups,”  said  Bishop 
Armstrong. 

Rabbi  Marc  Tanenbaum,  national 
interreligious  affairs  director  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  described 
it  as  "a  good  meeting,  a  tough  and 
difficult  meeting  that  finally  ended  up 
very  constructive.” 

“One  of  the  reasons  that  brought  us 
together  with  the  NCC,”  he  said,  “is  that 
the  Jewish  community  has  been  upset, 
even  outraged,  over  a  number  of  one¬ 
sided  and  misleading  statements  issued 
by  prominent  liberal  denominational 
leaders  —  in  contrast  to  moderate, 
balanced  and  even-handed  statements 
issued  by  Roman  Catholics  and 
evangelical  Christians.” 


He  said  the  American  Jewish 
Committee  has  just  completed  a  study  of 
Christian  reaction  to  the  Lebanese 
conflict  “and  we  were  appalled  to  find 
the  numbers  '  major  liberal  Protestants 
who  bore  fai  witness  on  the  truth  of 
what  was  happening.” 

The  dialogue  helped  Jewish  and  NCC 
leaders  realize  the  importance  of  “both 
of  us  to  be  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  each 
other,”  Rabbi  Tanenbaum  said.  “Liberal 
Protestants  need  to  recognize  how  much 
Israel  and  the  Jewish  community  had 
suffered  at  the  hand  of  the  PLO”  and  that 
it  is  “absolutely  essential  for  Protestant 
moral  credibility  to  condemn  decisively 
the  PLO’s  constant  resort  to  terrorism, 
violence  and  massacre." 


Global  Ministries'  intention  to  take  more 
initiative  to  identify  vital  mission  issues. 

1964  agreements  unaltered 

This  latest  meeting  recognized,  as 
have  earlier  meetings  in  this  structure 
consultation  process,  that  agreements 
made  by  the  board’s  predecessor  body  in 
1964  with  what  is  now  the  Women’s 
Division  remain  unaltered  and  in  force. 
These  agreements  give  the  Women’s, 
National  and  World  Divisions  adminis¬ 
trative  responsibility  for  certain 
Women’s  Division  mission  work,  guaran¬ 
tee  Women’s  Division  representation  on 
the  boards  of  those  divisions,  continue 
Women’s  Division  ownership  of  certain 
properties  in  which  the  three  divisions 
carry  on  Women’s  Division  work,  guar¬ 
antee  that  40  percent  of  the  total  board 
staff  members  will  be  women  and  agree 
that  the  Women’s  Division  will  continue 
to  provide  funds  for  divisions  (World  and 
National)  administering  Women’s 
Division  work. 

A  timeline  agreed  to  at  this  meeting 
calls  for  a  previously  unscheduled  spring 
1983  meeting  of  the  full  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  at  which  time  the  new 
structure  would  be  “simulated”  and 
tested.  That  additional  meeting  would 
have  to  be  approved  by  the  board  at  the 
fall  1982  meeting. 

The  timeline  also  envisions  that  at 
least  part  of  the  restructured,  tested  and 
refined  board  would  be  “in  place”  by  the 
board’s  fall  1983  meeting.  Other  parts,  it 


is  agreed,  might  be  put  in  place  following 
the  1984  General  Conference. 

The  initiative  for  restructuring  Global 
Ministries  grew  out  of  the  congruence  of 
a  self-study  begun  by'  the  missions 
board  in  1978  and  a  similarly-timed 
review  of  all  general  agencies’  structure 
by  the  GCOM.  After  the  two  agencies 
agreed  that  no  restructure  legislation 
could  be  perfected  before  the  1980 
General  Conference,  the  GCOM  proposed 
and  General  Conference  adopted  the 
procedure  being  followed  now. 

Global  Ministries’  directors  in  a 
“straw  vote"  at  their  Fall  1981  meeting 
stated  a  slight  preference  for 
maintaining  the  existing  structure.  But 
they  also  identified  “areas  of  deficiency 
that  could  only  be  addressed  through  a 
structural  change.” 

Early  criticism  of  the  new  structure 
agreed  on  by  the  joint  committee  of  20 
has  centered  on  changing  the  current  di¬ 
visions  of  Health  and  Welfare  and  of 
UMCOR  to  departments. 

The  new  structure  working  documents 
calls  for  divisions  to  be  responsible  “for 
developing  the  contextual  strategies  for 
mission”  and  limits  the  departments”  to 
carry  out  sharply  focused  program  func¬ 
tions.” 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Department 
would-be  assigned  to  “explore  and  de¬ 
velop)  new  concepts  in  community  based 
health  care  services.  ’  ’ 

The  UMCOR  department  would  be  as¬ 
signed  to  “develop  further  the  analyses 
of  the  root  causes  of  hunger  and  depriva¬ 
tion.”  UMCOR’s  traditional  function  as  a 
relief  agency  is  spelled  out  among  eight 
responsibilities 


Guide  for  non-sexist 
God-language  drafted 


ENGLEWOOD.  Ohio  (RNS)  -  A  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  task  force  has  developed  a 
draft  of  a  document  on  non-sexist 

“language  about  God”  for  use 
throughout  the  denomination. 

It’s  part  of  an  overall  denominational 
effort  to  pay  conscious  attention  to  the 
“isms”  that  affect  church  life  —  sexism, 
racism,  ageism  and  “handicapism.” 

One  of  the  most  important  results  of 
the  study  paper  may  be  to  help  people 
"learn  more  than  ever  about  how  the 
Bible  came  to  be  and  what  it  is,”  said 
Carolyn  Henninger  Oehler  of  Chicago, 
who  chairs  the  10-member  language  task 
force. 

Members  at  their  August  meeting  here 
focused  on  several  key  issues  including 
centrality  of  Scripture,  the  power  and 
importance  of  language;  and  Trinitarian 
language,  especially  the  use  of  “Father” 
for  God. 

“Some  find  it  impossible  to  use  such  a 
male  term;  others  find  it  impossible  to 
surrender,”  a  working  paper  said  of  the 
use  of  “Father”  for  God.  The  task  force 
agreed  to  include  several  perspectives  on 
“Father”  and  the  other  persons  of  the 
Trinity,  Jesus  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  task  force  emphasized  that 
changing  language  alone  will  not  effect 
changes  in  attitudes  and  actions. 
However,  “it  is  unlikely  that  attitudes 
and  actions  will  be  altered  significantly 
without  an  accompanying  change  of 
word  pattern.” 

“Words  can  hurt  very  deeply, 
especially  when  they  imply  that  another 
being  or  group  of  beings  are  due  less 
worth  than  others,”  the  draft  of  the  God- 


language  document  said. 

Task  force  members  said  that  in 
working  with  language  about  God,  it  is 
crucial  to  understand  that  many  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  translation 
process.  They  expressed  the  need  to  be 
faithful  to  original  biblical  texts,  which 
“often  are  more  inclusive  than  the 
translations.”  For  example,  they  said, 
terms  that  were  inclusive  of  both  male 
and  female  in  original  texts  have  been 
“masculinized”  by  translators. 

The  draft  of  the  God-language 
document  was  developed  from  a 
framework  prepared  by  a  task  force 
member,  the  Rev.  James  White, 
professor  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas. 

At  its  meeting  here,  the  task  force  also 
approved  proposed  revisions  on  the  1979 
guidelines  for  eliminating  racism, 
ageism,  and  sexism  from  United  Method¬ 
ist  resource  materials. 

Assigned  by  the  1980  general 
conference,  the  task  force  has  pledged  to 
be  “faithful  to  scripture”  and  "conscious 
of  the  church  universal”  in  their  study 
which  aims  to  update  and  revise 
churchwide  guidelines  for  removing 
discriminatory  language. 

The  task  force  report  will  include  three 
items:  a  study  document  on  language 
about  God,  an  accompanying  study 
guide,  and  the  revised  1979  guidelines. 
The  preliminary  report  will  be  submitted 
to  the  denomination’s  general  council  on 
ministries  this  fall  or  next  spring.  The 
final  report  is  scheduled  to  reach  the 
council  of  ministries  in  fall  1983,  and  then 
to  the  1984  general  conference. 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a  simple  to 
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Evangelism  said  mission’s  aim 

Priority  also  claimed  for  encounter  with  other  world  faiths 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

VENTNOR,  N.J.  -  What  is  Christian 
mission  anyway  if  not,  first  and 
foremost,  to  fulfill  Christ’s  command  to 
make  disciples?  Mission  leaders  who 
claim  “evangelism  and  church  growth" 
as  their  “controlling  principle"  and 
mission  strategy  believe  they  are  simply 
putting  their  priorities  in  line  with  those 
of  our  Lord. 

“Evangelism”  is  not  all  of  what  the 
church  does,  said  Warren  Webster  to  the 
some  200  North  American  and  Third 
World  mission  leaders  assembled  here  at 
the  Overseas  Ministries  Study  Center  to 
discuss  the  future  of  Christian  mission. 
“But,”  said  the  conservative  evangelical 
leader,  “it  was  among  the  top  three  or 
four  priorities  of  our  Lord.” 

But  mission  today  entails  more  than 
evangelism  as  earlier  articles  in  this 
series  have  shown.  For  many  mission 
agencies,  the  primary  controlling  prin¬ 
ciple  is  one  of  these:  “liberation  and  soli¬ 
darity  with  the  poor,”  “reaching  the  3 
billion  unreached,”  “partnership  with 
sister  churches”  (see  Aug.  6,  13  and  20 
issues  of  the  Reporter) . 

Fifth  tack  described 

There  is  also  a  fifth  tack  which  a  long¬ 
time  missiologist  here  said  is  the 
"central  task  of  Christian  mission"  and 
“the  really  new  frontier."  That  is  the 
“dialogue  and  Christian  presence” 
principle  or  approach.  The  task, 
according  to  Dr.  Wilfred  Cantwell  Smith, 
is  to  participate  in  dialogue  to  break 
down  the  walls  that  stand  between  the 
world’s  religions  and  to  actively 
collaborate  with  other  religions  in 
working  on  the  world  problems  all 
religions  face. 

Dr.  Smith,  a  former  missionary 
teacher  in  India,  is  professor  of  the 
comparative  history  of  religions  at 
Harvard  University. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  the  fourth  in  a  series  of  articles  on  current  and  future 
mission  efforts  around  the  world,  based  on  the  issues  and  questions  raised  recently 
during  a  consultation  at  the  Overseas  Ministries  Study  Center.  The  focus  of  this 
article  is  on  two  different  "controlling  principles"  or  approaches  to  mission. 


He  said  it  was  “fundamentally 
outrageous"  that  no  non-Christians  were 
represented  in  the  consultation  when 
they  were  frequently  the  object  of 
discussion  and  included  in  the  world’s 
“unreached  peoples.” 

Tackle  problems  together 

For  Dr.  Smith,  it  is  simply  the  case 
that  “God  has  been  at  work  with  all 
people  in  all  sorts  of  religious  forms.”  He 
called  for  the  world’s  great  religious 
traditions  to  work  together  to  counter  the 
massive  world-wide  trends  toward 
secularism  and  materialism,  the  threats 
of  nuclear  holocaust  and  war.  “We  must 
ponder  together,”  he  said. 

He  said  another  reason  behind  his 
urgent  call  for  this  “dialogue  and 
presence”  principle  is  that  relations 
between  Christians  and  adherents  of 
other  religious  faiths  have  taken  on  a 
new  dimension  due  to  the  increased 
contact  between  cultures  and  peoples. 

A  World  Council  of  Churches 
evangelism  official,  the  Uraguayan 
Methodist  Rev.  Emilio  Castro,  told  a 
group  of  Christian  journalists  and  editors 
at  another  meeting  that  “other  religions 
now  have  an  attraction  for  Westerners 
which  means  dialogue  is  necessary.  ’’ 

“If  we  can’t  convert  them,”  he  said, 
“then  let  us  dialogue  with  them  so  that 
they  don’t  convert  us."  Dr.  Castro,  who 
unequivocably  identifies  “solidarity  with 
the  poor”  as  a  controlling  principle, 
pointed  out  that  “numerically,  the 
witness  of  Christians  to  people  living 
within  highly  sophisticated  religious 
systems  has  been  a  failure.”  He  claimed 
progress  has  been  made  among  animists 


and  those  without  highly  developed 
religious  systems 

Dr.  Smith  said  Christian  mission 
leaders  have  been  “side-stepping” 
theological  dialogue  with  other  world 
faiths.  He  said  instead  of  proselytizing, 
some  mission  groups  have  turned  to 
social  service  and  human  welfare 
ministries,  thus  evading  the  religious 
questions.  Others  of  the  fundamentalist 
Christian  persuasion  have  continued 
their  proclamation,  but  without  listening 
or  caring  for  or  wrestling  with  the 
theological  issues,  he  said. 

The  Harvard  teacher  said  “a  sensitive 
Christian  cannot  morally  or  cavalierly 
dismiss  another’s  faith,  so  it  is  easier  to 
evade  the  issue.  It’s  easier  to  think  of 
other  people  in  terms  other  than 
religious.  So  we  identify  them  by 
nationality,  color,  culture,  economic 
status,  sex,  etc.,  rather  than  by  their 
religious  faith." 

Dr.  Smith  said  he  was  particularly 
distressed  by  the  enormous  emphasis  on 
poverty  issues  and  especially  the 
principle  of  “solidarity  with  the  poor.” 
He  said  such  dubious  theology  is  a  kind  of 
materialism  itself.  “To  ignore  poverty  is 
sinful,  but  to  remedy  it  is  not  the  whole  of 
the  Gospel.” 

Another  supporter  of  intensified 
contact  with  other  world  religions  said, 
"Christians  are  not  the  exclusive 
possessors  of  the  Spirit’s  gifts.  God  is 
present  in  every  culture  and  people. 
What  Christians  do  have  is  something 
unique  in  experiencing  the  action  of  God 
in  Jesus.  We  can  share  that  uniqueness, 
but  Christians  can  enrich  their  own 
experience  with  that  of  other  religions.” 


Several  proponents  of  “evangeli¬ 
zation”  and  “new  frontiers”  as  mission’s 
guiding  principle  said  Dr.  Smith  was  “on 
target”  on  several  points,  but  they  re¬ 
jected  any  notion  that  Christians  should 
stop  short  of  presenting  Christ  as  the 
means  of  salvation. 

Reservations  expressed 

“The  lordship  of  Christ  cannot  be 
reconciled  with  the  lordship  of  Buddha  or 
Mohammed,”  said  Dr.  Webster. 
"Dialogue  for  understanding  must  take 
place,  but  we  must  never  give  up  our 
Christian  values.” 

“We  must  take  non-Christian  religions 
much  more  seriously,"  agreed  Dr.  Ralph 
Winter  of  the  Center  for  World  Mission  in 
Pasadena,  California.  “We’ve  been  so 
involved  in  church  work,  we  have  been 
ignoring  non-Christians  or  attacking 
them"  he  said. 

Dr.  Webster,  a  Conservative  Baptist 
mission  leader,  said  evangelization  is 
more  than  “Christian  presence,” 
although  that  is  indispensable: 

“Evangelism  is  the  proclamation  of 
the  historical,  biblical  Christ  as  Saviour 
and  Lord,  with  a  view  to  persuading 
people  to  come  to  him  personally  and  so 
to  be  reconciled  to  God.” 

This  is  the  definition  set  forth  in  the 
Lausanne  Covenant  of  1974  when  the 
international  congress  of  evangelicals 
was  held  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland. 

“Our  Lord  was  interested  in 
permeating  the  earth,”  he  said,  “when 
he  gave  the  mandate  to  go  into  all  the 
world.  And  that  implies  a  process  of 
growth.  But  growth  is  not  the  end  of 
mission  nor  is  it  reaching  the  greatest 


Survey  finds  some  ‘unchurched’  open 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Though  many 
Americans  considered  to  be 
"unchurched"  probably  will  not  return  to 
regular  participation  unless  there  is  a 
dramatic  change  in  their  lives,  some  are 
open  to  renewed  involvement,  a  recent 
national  survey  has  shown. 

That  is  a  conclusion  of  a  new  study,  “A 
Summary  of  Qualitative  Research  of  the 
Unchurched,"  done  by  Compton 
Advertising  Inc.  of  New  York  for 
Religion  in  American  Life  (RIAL),  a 
major  interreligious  agency  in  which 
United  Methodists  have  a  role. 

The  study  indicated  four 
“unchurched”  groups  that  might  be  most 
likely  to  renew  their  involvement  in 


organized  religion:  1)  family  oriented 
people  who  want  their  children  to  have  a 
religious  background  and  moral 
training;  2)  those  who  want  to  fulfill 
inner  religious  needs  ;  3)  those  who  seek 
the  fellowship  or  social  life  offered  by 
church  and  synagogue;  4)  those  who  are 
genuinely  interested  in  attending 
worship  services  but  have  been  unable  to 
find  a  church  or  synagogue  helpful  to 
their  needs. 

The  study  included  both  laity  not  now 
belonging  to  a  church  or  synagogue  and 
clergy  of  various  faiths  to  explore  their 
attitudes  toward  "unchurched” 
Americans. 

Some  other  findings:  The  lifestyle 


BEDFORD,  Pa.  —  Students  at  a  recent  Buddhist  seminar  held  here  are  served  a 
ceremonial  meal.  The  students  —  from  the  U.S.  and  abroad  —  included  doctors, 
lawyers  and  teachers  who  pay  $2,000  each  for  taking  part  in  the  unusual  85-day 
retreat.  The  growing  influence  of  other  world  faiths  among  American  youth  means 
Christians  need  to  take  a  new  look  at  their  relationships  with  other  world  religions, 
say  some  mission  leaders. 

RELIGIOUS-NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


number  of  souls.  Mission  is  to  bring  the 
whole  world  into  subjection  to  our  Lord.” 

Dr.  Webster  said  the  role  of  the 
missionary  is  not  primarily  to 
evangelize,  however  but  to  “plant 
churches.” 

"The  foreign  or  cross-cultural 
missionary’s  task  is  to  plant  a  cell 
through  which  a  culture  can  be 
penetrated;  winning  converts  is  the  task 
of  the  home  missionary.”  Dr.  Webster 
said  China  is  an  excellent  example  of  the 
effectiveness  of  this  approach  where 


cross-cultural  missionaries  brought  the 
message  but  Chinese  Christians  have 
made  the  message  uniquely  fit  their  own 
culture. 

‘Let  Jesus  loose’ 

This  sort  of  “inculturation”  of 
Christianity  was  widely  approved  here 
by  mission  leaders  of  every  persuasion. 

Another  description  of  this  was  given 
by  Dr.  Castro  of  the  WCC: 

“We  must  enter  into  other  cultures  and 
‘let  Jesus  loose,  ’  ’’  he  said. 


‘Gay’  minister  given  involuntary  leave 


changes  of  the  1960s  and  1970s  greatly 
affected  in  a  negative  way  the  religious 
activities  of  many  Americans.  The 
“unchurched”  tend  to  question  authority 
and  traditional  values  and  to  criticize 
organized  religion.  They  are  prone  to  be 
individualistic  and  interested  in  self- 
fulfillment.  Although  many  have  ceased 
to  take  part  in  the  work  of  churches  and 
synagogues,  most  of  them  still  regard 
themselves  as  highly  religious  and  moral 
persons. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  gives 
$25,000  to  RIAL  from  the  World  Service 
Fund  through  United  Methodist 
Communications. 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Morris  Floyd,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  who  directs  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Services  in  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  has  been  put  on  involuntary  leave 
of  absence  by  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Mr.  Floyd  is  spokesperson  for 
Affirmation,  a  caucus  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  for  “gay”  and  lesbian  concerns. 

The  action  was  taken  in  an  executive 
session  of  the  annual  conference,  held 
June  11-15  in  Redlands,  Calif.  News  of  the 
action  was  contained  in  Affirmation’s 
August  bulletin. 

Mr.  Floyd  said  the  only  reason  given 
him  in  writing  for  the  leave  was  that  he 
had  left  his  job  with  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New  York 
and  taken  the  Minneapolis  job  without 
getting  prior  approval  from  his  bishop, 
Jack  M.  Tuell. 

Mr.  Floyd  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  that  in  meeting  with  the  bishop 


and  his  cabinet  “it  became  clear  that 
that  was  of  considerably  less  importance 
than  the  fact  that  I  was  ‘gay’.”  He 
continued,  “The  bishop  said  in  so  many 
words  that  he  will  not  appoint  me." 

Bishop  Tuell  was  on  vacation  and  could 
not  be  reached  for  comment.  In  his 
absence,  the  Rev.  Cornish  Rogers, 
chairperson  of  the  conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  confirmed  that  the 
bishop  put  Mr.  Floyd  on  leave  of  absence 
last  September  because  he  left  the 
National  Division  staff  without 
permission.  “In  the  cabinet’s  view,”  Mr. 
Rogers  said,  “that  was  the  more 
compassionate  thing  to  do  rather  than  to 
suspend  him.”  Mr.  Rogers,  a  faculty 
member  at  UM-related  Claremont 
School  of  Theology,  said  a  three-fourths 
majority  of  the  conference  supported  the 
bishop’s  action. 

Mr.  Rogers  said  the  conference  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry  is  trying  to  set  up  a 
policy  on  what  constitutes  being  in  good 


standing  as  a  minister,  whether  being 
homosexual  automatically  means  one  is 
not  in  good  standing,  or  whether  one 
must  be  openly  “gay.”  He  said  a  task 
force  is  working  on  the  matter.  The 
board  meets  in  September  and  “we’ll 
probably  have  a  statement  by  the  end  of 
this  calendar  year.” 

“At  annual  conference,”  he  continued, 
“we  affirm  the  character  of  all 
ministers.  Each  superintendent  was 
asked  if  "you  have  anything  against 
anybody,”  and  there  was  nothing  against 
Morris  Floyd,  which  means  he  was  in 
good  standing.  As  a  board  of  ordained 
ministry  we  want  to  be  sure  what  our 
policies  are  so  we  have  a  basis  on  which 
we  can  concur  or  non-concur  with  the 
cabinet’s  action  of  putting  somebody  on 
leave  of  absence." 

As  to  a  study  of  homophobia  approved 
by  the  annual  conference,  Mr.  Rogers 
said  the  conference  Council  on  Ministries 
is  responsible  for  coordinating  that. 


Mission  of  church  colleges  discussed 


ASHEVILLE.  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
Presidents  of  United  Methodist  colleges 
from  across  the  nation  are  facing  the 
task  of  identifying  the  role  of  their 
schools  in  society  and  how  to  develop 
strategies  to  cope  with  the  many 
problems  confronting  them. 


By  ANITA  L.  FORDYCE 

MONMOUTH,  Me.  —  Most  United 
Methodists  are  familiar  with  Bishop 
Asbury's  portrait  known  as  “Man  on 
Horseback.”  Few  though,  know  the 
picture's  story  nor  how  nearly  it  was  lost. 

It  is  not  known  exactly  why  Harry  H. 
Cochrane  of  Monmouth,  Maine  did  the 
painting  in  1925.  He  was  more  well  known 
for  his  architectural  design  than  his 
paintings.  Mr.  Cochrane  was  particular¬ 
ly  interested  in  the  history  of  Methodism, 
especially  since  Monmouth  was  the  sight 
of  the  first  Methodist  meeting  in  the  state 
in  1793.  Bishop  Asbury  had  visited  the 
town  in  1798  and  the  speculation  is  that 
perhaps  the  painting  was  done  in  his 
honor. 

However.  “Man  on  Horseback" 
remained  obscure  until  after  Mr. 
Cochrane’s  death  in  1946.  It  was  found 
with  several  other  Cochrane  originals  in 
rubbish  being  disposed  of  from  his  bam. 


Meeting  here  earlier  this  month  the 
1982  Institute  of  Higher  Education  dealt 
with  the  theme.  “The  Mission  of  the 
Church  Related  College.”  The  institute 
focused  on  the  relationship  of  the 
colleges  to  the  church,  the  church  to  the 
colleges,  and  the  college’s  mission  in 


The  painting  was  loaded  onto  a  truck 
destined  for  the  town  dump  when  a  local 
historian,  Earl  Flanders,  found  it. 

Mr.  Flanders,  recognizing  the 
potential  historical  merit  of  the  painting, 
had  it  hung  in  the  Monmouth  United 
Church.  However,  no  one  foresaw  the 
coming  flurry  of  national  attention  for  it. 
In  the  late  1950's  its  photo  appeared  on 
the  cover  of  Together  magazine. 

Today,  with  rare  exception,  Asbury  is 
depicted  by  this  portrait.  Because  he 
traveled  over  300.000  miles  on  horseback, 
the  significance  is  further  enhanced. 

“Man  on  Horseback"  hangs  in  the 
Monmouth  Church  and  is  considered  an 
art  treasure  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  America.  One  can  only  wince 
at  how  closely  it  nearly  met  an  ill-fate  at 
the  communities’  dump  sight. 

Ms.  Fordyce  is  a  freelance  writer 
familiar  with  the  painting  which  is  a 
treasure  to  her  hometown  of  Monmouth. 


society. 

Speaking  at  the  opening  banquet,  Dr. 
Richard  W.  Solberg,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Higher  Education, 
Division  of  Mission  in  America,  Lutheran 
Church  of  America  (LCA),  set  the  stage 
for  the  three-day  assembly.  He  traced 
the  historic  role  of  the  church  in  higher 
education  and  suggested  directions  for 
applying  that  role  in  the  future. 

Dr.  Solberg  told  the  educators  that 
“Education  is  the  gift  of  a  loving  God 
.  .  .”  He  noted  thd  increasing  emphasis 
the  major  denominations  have  placed  on 
their  colleges  and  suggested  steps  for  the 
“college  related  church”  to  take.  These 
were:  (1)  develop  a  clear  statement  of 
the  relationship  between  the  church  and 
its  colleges,  (2)  encourage  strong  public 
support  of  the  colleges  by  church 
leaders,  (3)  supply  the  best  possible 
governance  through  the  services  of  the 
most  competent  trustees  and  officials, 
(4)  develop  a  framework  for  evaluation 
and  accounting,  (5)  provide  adequate 
financial  support  and  (6)  assure  a 
regular  enrollment  of  qualified  students. 
“No  more,”  he  said,  “are  church  related 
colleges  safe  havens  for  youth  rather 
than  centers  of  academic  excellence.” 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  general 
secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  told  the 
presidents  that  the  manifest  love  of 
teachers  and  administrators  for 
students,  a  basic  quality  of  church 
related  colleges,  is  the  single  most 
important  element  in  learning.  “It  is,” 
Dr.  Trotter  said,  “a  factor  that  has  been 
lost  in  secular  education’s  quest  for  a 
sanitized,  complete  objectivity,  in  which 
the  student  oriented  teachers  are  not 
respected  by  those  responsible  for 
academic  measurement.  The  gift  of  love 
is  the  distinct  advantage  of  the  church 
related  college  environment.” 

“The  moral  use  of  knowledge  is  the 
overwhelming  question  of  our  time,  and 
now  our  task  is  how  to  assimilate  honest 
moral  discourse  into  the  sciences  of 
learning,”  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  the  UMC’s 
New  Jersey  Area  said,  “In  a  pluralistic 
society,  values  are  not  automatically 
passed  from  one  generation  to  another  as 
once  was  the  case."  He  stressed  the  need 
for  transmitting  values,  which  are 
sustained  in  a  caring  environment,  as  a 
basic  component  of  education  in  church- 
related  colleges.  He  called  for  a 
“Christian  commitment  running  through 
the  crucible  of  intellectual  research.” 

Dr.  Alan  Geyer,  professor  of  Political 
Ethics  at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary, 
said,  “Perfect  neutrality  is  not  within  the 
grasp  of  our  colleges  and  schools,”,  he 
said,  “but  near  perfect  academic 
freedom  is.” 
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Pastoral  Letters 


Editor's  Note:  The  editor  continues  to 
receive  and  read  church  newsletters  and 
church  papers  mailed  to  the  Area  Office. 
Some  of  the  articles  by  the  pastors  are  so 
well  written  that  it  occurred  to  the  editor 
others  would  enjoy  reading  them.  Thus, 
the  following  is  the  first  in  a  series  of 
articles  written  by  pastors  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

“O  come,  let  us  worship  . . 

The  invitation  to  share  in  the  public 
worship  of  God,  issued  by  the  psalmist 
centuries  ago,  is  still  voiced  by  the 
Church  today.  Yet  many  of  us  have  not 
responded  at  all,  and  many  more  have 
responded  only  occasionally.  Why?  Why 
do  we  pass  up  an  experience  others  have 
found  to  be  the  high  point  of  the  week?  Is 
it  because  we  do  not  know  what  the 
invitation  means?  Is  it  because  we  have 
never  been  clear  in  our  minds  what 
divine  worship  is  and  how  we  should 
participate  in  it? 

Worship  means  “ascribing  worth  to 
God”  or  “giving  the  Lord  the  glory  due 
His  name.”  Many  of  us  have  failed  to 
grasp  this  essential  point,  and  have 
always  thought  of  the  church  service  in 
man-centered  rather  than  God-centered 
terms.  We  have  gone  to  see  what  we 
could  get  out  of  the  service  —  perhaps 
some  music  to  please  our  ears  or  a 
sermon  to  intrigue  our  minds.  If  you  have 
ever  gone  to  a  church  service  for  this 
purpose  and  then  found  the  choir  flat  or 
the  preacher  uninspired,  as  both  can 
occasionally  be,  you  probably  have  left 
disappointed,  wondering  why  you  should 
go  to  “great  effort”  to  observe  a  second- 
rate  show  when  with  less  effort,  you 
could  turn  on  your  T.V.  and  have  a  grand 
production  of  actors  going  through  the 
motions. 

But  Soren  Kierkegaard,  a  Danish 
theologian  who  lived  about  a  century 
ago,  said  people  who  go  to  church  with 
this  attitude  are  bound  to  feel  cheated 
because  they  think  of  the  minister  and 
organist  and  choir  and  architect  as  per¬ 
formers.  God’s  Holy  Spirit  they  regard 
as  a  “prompter  “  hidden  out  of  sight  but 
standing  by  in  case  of  an  emergency. 
And  they  see  themselves  as  the  audience 
which  has  the  right  to  applaud  or 
criticize  the  show  that  is  put  on.  But 
Kierkegaard  points  out  such  an  approach 
is  man-centered  and  misses  the  whole 
point.  He  says  the  actor  in  the  worship 


service  is  not  the  minister  but  YOU,  as  a 
member  of  the  congregation.  The 
audience  is  GOD,  who  waits  to  see 
whether  in  fact  you  do  give  Him  worship. 
The  minister,  organist,  choristers  and 
others  who  have  too  often  been  forced 
into  the  center  of  the  stage  rightly  belong 
in  the  wings,  for  they  are  nothing  more 
than  prompters  whose  role  is  to  assist 
you,  as  inconspicuously  as  possible,  to 
ascribe  worth  to  Almighty  God. 

Therefore,  you  should  not  be  primarily 
concerned  at  the  close  of  the  service  with 
deciding  whether  the  minister  “gave  the 
people  something  to  take  home.”  It  is 
always  good  when  the  minister  does  give 
the  people  something;  but  this  is  purely 
an  extra  blessing  upon  which  the  validity 
of  the  service  does  not  hang.  The 
question  you  should  always  ask  upon 
leaving  church  is  not  “what  did  I  get?” 
but  “WHAT  DID  I  GIVE?”  The  actor 
who  knows  his  role  and  wishes  to  play  it 
is  not  dependent  upon  the  strength  of  his 
props. 

Worship  includes  several  movements, 
each  of  which  should  be  present  in  every 
service.  You  should  come  from  your  own 
home,  into  the  house  of  God,  assembling 
yourself  into  the  community  of  faith.  At 
an  appointed  time  each  person  is  called 
from  their  private  devotions  and 
meditations  to  an  awareness  of  unity  in 
worship.  In  unity,  we  move  to  praise  and 
adoration.  You  should  praise  or  adore 
God,  that  is,  just  stand  in  awe  of  Him  for 
what  He  is.  Then  to  the  service  of  confes¬ 
sion:  You  should  confess  your  own  sinful¬ 
ness  which,  in  the  light  of  His  holiness, 
becomes  abundantly  clear.  You  should 
thank  God  for  His  goodness,  first  for  his 
forgiveness  of  the  sins  you  have  acknow¬ 
ledged,  and  then  for  all  His  other 
spiritual  and  material  blessings.  The 
service  of  the  Scripture  reading  and  the 
Sermon.  You  should  make  known  to  Him 
your  personal  needs  and  requests  and 
pray  for  others.  Then  we  conclude  our 
corporate  divine  worship  with  a 
corporate  and  an  individual  service  of 
oblation.  (Oblation:  lifting  up  ourselves 
as  a  gift  to  God’s  service.)  And  in 
response  to  the  love  of  God  revealed  in 
Christ,  you  should  then  dedicate  your 
life,  or  some  particular  part  of  it,  as  the 
only  fitting  response  to  His  grace. 

—The  Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek,  Pastor 
First  UMC  Algiers,  New  Orleans. 


Christian  Education  Sunday 
Observance  —  September  26 


Methodists  throughout  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  giving 
special  attention  to  the  observance  of 
Christian  Education  Sunday  on  this 
particular  day  in  September. 
Christian  education  is  an  on-going 
experience  in  every  local  church 
which  helps  us  develop  through  our 
spiritual  journey  and  equips  us  to 
cope  with  and  relate  to  all  of  life’s 
situations. 

The  observance  of  this  particular 
day  is  three-fold.  (1)  It’s  a  time  when 
we  give  special  emphasis  to  the 
importance  of  the  ministry  of 
Christian  education.  (2)  During  this 
observance,  we  seek  to  provide 
recognition  and  support  to  those  who 
work  in  leadership  roles  in  Christian 
education  and  particularly  in  the 
work  of  the  church  school.  (3)  It’s  also 
a  time  to  provide  financial  support  for 
conference  sponsored  Christian 
education  programs  and  events.  On 
this  Sunday,  it  is  hoped  that  every 
church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  give  a  special  offering  towards 
the  Christian  Education  Fund.  This 
fund  helps  to  finance  throughout  the 
entire  year  training  events  that  are 
sponsored  by  the  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship.  These  events  endeavor 
to  give  training  to  local  church 
leaders.  It  provides  guidance  for 
district  and  conference  leadership 
and  it  enables  teachers  and  leaders 
from  various  churches  throughout  the 
districts  of  the  conference  to  attend 
training  events  that  will  better 
prepare  them  for  work  in  the  local 
church  as  well  as  in  their  respective 
districts. 

The  training  events  of  greatest  im¬ 
portance  to  our  Christian  leaders  and 
teachers  are  the  laboratory  training 
enterprises  that  are  held  throughout 
the  jurisdiction.  In  the  South-Central 
Jurisdiction,  these  enterprises  are 
held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly  in 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  Throughout 
the  years,  many  persons  have  gone 
from  Louisiana  to  become  certified  in 
various  categories  of  leadership  and 
have  come  back  giving  of  their  time, 


energies  and  their  learning  to  enable 
us  to  have  a  better  program  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  throughout  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Most 
participants  who  attend  these  events 
are  moving  towards  certification  in  a 
specified  age  level.  To  be  certified  in  a 
specified  area  a  person  must  attend 
two  laboratory  schools.  Those  who  at¬ 
tend  such  meetings  are  church  school 
teachers,  leaders  in  the  church 
school,  pastors  and  even  prospective 
church  school  teachers  and  education 
leaders.  Laboratory  training  helps 
improve  skills  in  planning  for  and 
teaching  a  specified  age  group.  It 
helps  those  who  want  to  learn  more 
about  how  to  select  and  creatively  use 
resources  for  a  specific  group. 

The  categories  for  certification  are: 
Nursery,  Kindergarten,  Younger- 
Middle-Older  Elementary,  Junior  and 
Senior  High,  Young  Adults  and  Older 
Adults,  Small  Membership  Church 
Groups  and  others  who  are  interested 
in  giving  guidance  and  leadership  in 
the  field  of  education. 

Because  of  the  generosity  of 
churches  in  observance  of  Christian 
Education  Sunday,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  has  received  gifts  that 
enable  people  from  all  walks  to  attend 
these  laboratory  training  enterprises. 
Many  people  would  not  be  able  to 
attend  the  sessions  without  the  help 
from  such  a  fund.  Because  of  the 
generosity  of  Christian  people  recog¬ 
nizing  anew  the  importance  of 
Christian  education,  many  are  able  to 
attend  from  our  conference  and  in 
return  come  back  to  their  respective 
churches  giving  leadership,  help,  and 
guidance  to  those  who  are  not  able  to 
attend.  By  doing  this,  they  are  able  to 
strengthen  the  program  of  Christian 
education  in  the  churches  and  the 
districts  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Christian  Education  Sunday  then  is 
a  time  for  recognition  and  celebration 
of  those  who  give  of  themselves  in  this 
most  important  work,  but  it  is  also  a 
time  of  giving.  Giving  our  material 
resources  so  that  others  might  receive 
this  training,  too. 


September  Designated 
Foundation  Month 


The  month  of  September  has  been 
designated  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  as  FOUNDATION  MONTH. 
Churches  are  requested  to  include  in  the 
September  program  of  the  local  church  a 
presentation  on  THE  UNITED 
METHODIST  FOUNDATION  OF 
LOUISIANA.  Special  materials  have 
been  mailed  to  all  the  churches 
requesting  materials  from  the  Found¬ 
ation  Office.  Also  each  district  super¬ 
intendent  has  a  limited  supply  of  the 
materials. 

As  reported  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  at  the  end  of  1981,  the 
market  value  of  all  Foundation  funds, 
handled  by  the  Trust  Department  of  one 
of  Louisiana’s  largest  banks,  was 
$868,443.62. 

The  Foundation  was  established  by  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  1975  to 
be  of  service  to  the  causes  of  Louisiana 
Methodism.  Its  Charter  states  that  its 
purposes  are: 

“To  receive  gifts,  legacies,  and 
bequests  and  to  administer  the  same  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Annual  Conference 
Agencies,  institutions,  local  churches, 
and  causes  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Louisiana;  and  to  carry  on  an 
effective  program  of  encouraging 
Methodist  people  in  Louisiana  to  be  good 
stewards  of  their  present  and  future 
resources.” 

The  Executive  Director  of  the  Foun¬ 
dation,  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  is  available  to 
meet  with  persons  concerning  how 
special  lifetime  gifts  can  be  given  to 
various  institutions,  local  churches,  or 
other  causes  of  Louisiana  Methodism. 
Dr.  Caraway’s  address  is,  P.O.  Drawer 
3057,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821.  The 
Foundation  office  is  at  527  N .  Blvd.  in  the 
new  area  office  United  Methodist 
Building  and  the  phone  number  is  504- 
346-1646. 

Small  gifts,  as  well  as  large  lifetime 
gifts,  can  be  made  through  the 
foundation.  During  the  month  of 
September,  persons  are  encouraged  to 
send  a  cash  gift  through  the  local  church 


or  direct  to  the  Foundation  office  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  values  of  the  Foundation  are  as 
follows: 

1.  A  number  of  causes  can  be  given  to 
through  one  gift  to  the  Foundation,  if  the 
donor  so  desires.  For  example:  A  person 
could  give  a  percent  of  the  income  from 
the  gift  to  go  to  their  local  church, 
another  percent  to  one  or  more 
institutions,  and  still  another  percent  to 
the  Permanent  Fund  of  the  Foundation 
which  is  used  each  year  to  support 
causes  that  have  special  need  at  the 
time.  The  income  from  the  Permanent 
Fund  this  past  year  was  given  to  the 
Church  Extension  Century  III  program 
and  to  Lafon  Home  with  construction  to 
begin  this  fall  on  the  new  building. 

2.  The  trustees  of  the  Foundation  are 
Methodist  leaders  from  throughout 
Louisiana  and  are  elected  by  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

3.  The  larger  the  endowment  funds  of 
the  Foundation  become,  gives  a  greater 
earning  power  and  therefore  more 
money  for  the  causes  the  funds  support. 

4.  The  income  of  the  Foundation  Staff 
and  expenses  for  promotion  of  the  work 
of  the  Foundation  is  funded  by  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  The  total 
gift  is  placed  in  the  trust  account  of  the 
Foundation  to  earn  income  for  the  cause 
given.  Investment  fees  only  are  deducted 
from  the  earnings  and  not  from  the  gift. 

5.  The  Foundation  is  able  to  offer 
special  ways  to  receive  gifts  that  a  local 
church  or  single  institution  may  not  be 
able  to  administer  or  afford. 

The  following  persons  have  been 
elected  to  serve  as  Officers  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  for  1982: 

Mr.  Shelby  Smith  of  Shreveport, 
Chairman 

Mr.  Haynes  L.  Karkey  of  Monroe, 
Vice-Chairman 

Mr.  John  E.  Coleman  of  Franklin, 
Secretary 

Mr.  Thomas  A.  Harrell  of  Baton 
Rouge,  Finance  Officer 


Conference  Youth  Calendar 
Set  for  1982-1983 


TV 

Ministry 

Update 


Some  of  the  churches  have  expressed  an  interest  in  purchasing  a  video  tape 
recorder.  The  Council  on  Ministries  office  is  able  to  order  Quasar  video  tape 
recorders  ( Vfe"  VHS)  for  churches  at  $487.  The  V^'VHS  format  is  recommended 
by  the  Council  on  Ministries  Office.  For  further  information,  write  or  call  the 
Council  on  Ministries  Office,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821,  (504  )  346-1646. 

A  partial  list  of  brand  names  listed  by  format 


1/2”  VHS 

Curtis  Mathes 

Magnavox 

Quasar 

General  Electric 

Mitsubishi 

RCA 

Gold  Star 

Panasonic 

Samsung 

Hitachi 

J.  C.  Penney 

Sharp 

JVC 

1/2”  Beta 

Sylvania 

Advent 

Sears 

Toshiba 

Sanyo 

Sony 

Zenith 

Baton  Rouge /Hammond  Volley  ball  League  Begins 


New  Orleans/Slidell  Youth  Leaders  Meet 


Pictured  left  to  right  —  Rev.  Tom  Logan,  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Mr.  M.  H.  Cunningham 
(District  Lay  Leader),  Rev.  L.  Patterson  Culligan,  Yolanda  Robertsoi.  (Conference 
Youth  Team  Member),  and  Rev.  Wayne  Flowers. 


The  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 
will  begin  its  1982  volleyball  season  on 
September  7th.  This  year  there  will  be  2 
leagues,  one  consisting  of  youth  ages  12- 
17  and  an  adult  league  consisting  of 


ladies  and  men  ages  18  and  over.  If  your 
church  is  interested  in  becoming  part  of 
either  or  both  of  these  leagues,  please 
contact  Mr.  Gene  McPherson  at  272-4774. 

Gretna  Youth  Raise  Money 

The  UMYF  of  Gretna  United  Methodist 
Church  recently  presented  a  talent  show 
to  the  congregation  to  raise  money  for 
the  Youth  Service  Fund.  The  songs,  skits 
and  dance  routines  were  well  received  by 
the  congregation. 


Change  of  Address  for 
Children's  Home 

Please  note  the  following  change 
of  address  for  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  which  has  been  in 
effect  for  the  past  six  months: 

P.O.Box  929 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

The  Ruston  Post  Office  will  no 
longer  process  mail  addressed  to 
Drawer  H  for  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home. 


Five  major  events  are  scheduled  for 
the  Conference  youth  in  the  1982-83 
academic  year.  Youth  are  designated  as 
any  persons  who  have  completed  any 
grade  from  6  through  12.  If  you  have 
completed  any  of  these  grades,  or  know 
of  anyone  who  may  have,  then  this  infor¬ 
mation  is  for  you.  Each  of  the  five  events 
will  have  its  own  specific  theme  and  all 
are  listed  here. 

Fall  Convocation 

The  first  event  of  the  academic  year 
will  be  of  interest  to  both  Junior  and 
Senior  High  Youth.  Fall  Convocation  this 
year  will  be  held  at  Centenary  College, 
October  23rd.  Its  theme  is,  “Caring  to 
Share/Sharing  to  Care,”  and  its  main 
emphasis  will  stand  as  a  leadership 
training  event  for  youth  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Sixteen  (16)  classes  will  be 
offered  including  such  areas  as:  Youth 
Evangelism,  How  to  Plan  a  Retreat, 
Service  Projects  with  a  Mission 
Emphasis,  Films/Media/Visual  Aids, 
Fundraisers,  Party  Planning  that  Deals 
with  Constructive  Youth  Ministry  Issues, 
and  Television  Presence,  just  to  mention 
a  few. 

As  this  event  is  being  held  at 
Centenary,  travel  can  be  a  problem  for 
those  youth  in  the  Southern  section  of  the 
State.  For  this  reason,  sleeping  bag 
arrangements  are  being  made  for  those 
Districts  South  of  Alexandria  for  the 
night  of  October  22nd.  Remember,  this 
will  also  be  State  Fair  Weekend,  so  your 
group  may  want  to  make  their  own 
arrangements  to  attend  that  on  either 
Friday  or  Saturday  evening. 

There  will  be  a  small  registration  fee 
for  this  event  to  cover  lunch  on  Saturday 
and  miscellaneous  expenses.  Be  on  the 
look-out  for  specific  information  to  be 
arriving  at  your  church  by  way  of  a 
brochure  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

Junior  High  Retreat 

The  next  major  Conference  youth 
event  will  be  for  the  Junior  High  youth 
only.  This  will  be  the  Junior  High 
Weekend  to  be  held  at  the  Caney  Confer¬ 
ence  Center,  November  12-14.  Its  theme 
for  this  year  is:  “We  are  Family!”  This 
theme  will  be  carried  out  by  offering 
learning  sessions  concerned  with  eight 
major  emphasis.  They  are:  Relating  to 


Family  Members,  Single  Parent  House¬ 
holds,  Dealing  with  Grandparents, 
Relating  to  Parents,  Involving  One’s 
Family  with  Christianity,  Constructive 
Arguing,  Coping  with  Death  in  the 
Family,  and  our  Greater  Family. 

Senior  High  Retreat 

This  event  will  be  only  for  Senior  High 
Youth.  It  is  probably  the  most  tentative 
of  all  the  year’s  planned  events.  Please 
do  not  set  this  date  in  concrete,  it  may 
have  to  be  changed.  Hopefully,  this  event 
will  take  place  at  Chicot  State  Park  on 
January  21-23.  We  have  been  informed  by 
Chicot  State  Park  that  their  1983 
calendar  has  not  yet  been  set  up.  They 
have  requested  that  we  wait  until 
October  of  1982  before  making  the  date  a 
firm  one.  Other  information  will  be 
coming  out  about  this  event  in  the  next 
few  months.  So,  if  you  find  that  the  date 
or  place  has  changed,  be  ye  not 
dismayed. 

This  should  prove  to  be  a  fun  and 
educational  event  for  all  involved  as  they 
center  around  the  theme,  “Building  a 
Rainbow!  ” 

Youth  Service  Fund  Retreats 

YSF  retreats  have  traditionally  been 
divided  into  YSF  North  and  YSF  South. 
This  year  will  continue  with  the  tradition. 

YSF  South  will  take  place  at  Camp 
Istrouma  on  March  4th  and  5th,  1983. 
YSF  North  will  be  held  at  Camp  Caney, 
March  25th  and  26th,  1983.  As  you  might 
well  guess,  these  YSF  Retreats  are  yet  in 
the  early  planning  stages.  Using  a  theme 
centering  around  World  Hunger,  this 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  finest  events 
scheduled. 

All  local  church  youth  Directors  should 
be  notified  specifically  of  these  upcoming 
events  as  the  year  progresses.  If  you 
have  any  questions,  your  District  Youth 
Coordinator  should  be  able  to  keep  you 
informed  and  up  to  date.  If  you  feel  as  a 
local  youth  director  that  you  are  not 
receiving  notification  of  Conference 
Youth  Events  you  may  notify,  in  writing. 
Rev.  L.  Patterson  Culligan, 

Conference  Coordinator  of  Youth 
P.O.  Drawer  3057 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 

He  will  be  happy  to  place  you  on  the 
appropriate  mailing  list. 


A  planning  session  for  the  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District  Youth  was  held 
recently  at  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Slidell.  Ideas  for  improving 


In  Memoriam 

The  Reverend  Robert  M.  Harris 
died  Tuesday,  August  24,  1982,  at 
Doctor’s  Hospital,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

The  Reverend  Isaiah  Lewis  McCoy 
died  August  25,  1982,  at  Maringouin, 
La. 


Blanchard  Centennial 
Celebrated 

Blanchard  United  Methodist  Church, 
founded  August  29,  1882,  recently 
concluded  their  centennial  celebration 
activities  on  Sunday,  August  29,  with  a 
former  pastor,  the  Reverend  W.  P.  (Bill) 
Fraser,  preaching.  Other  guest  speakers 
observing  the  centennial  during  recent 
worship  services  were  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes 
(former  pastor)  and  Dr.  Odell  Simmons. 
Shreveport  District  Superintendent.  The 
Reverend  John  R.  Johns  is  pastor. 


attendance  at  District  Youth  Events 
were  discussed.  Planning  for  upcoming 
District  Youth  Events  was  begun  and 
tentative  calendar  dates  were  set. 


Bi-District  Adult  Workers 
With  Youth  to  Meet 

A  workshop  for  adult  workers  with 
youth  of  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  and 
Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  districts,  is 
slated  to  be  held  on  September  llth  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  at  Broadmoor  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  purpose  of  this  training  session  is 
to  enhance  the  abilities  of  adults  in  their 
work  with  youth.  It  is  an  opportunity  to 
grow  in  understanding  youth,  to  know 
about  youth  programming,  and  to 
develop  skills  in  working  with  youth.  The 
keynote  speaker  for  the  Workshop  will  be 
the  Reverend  Don  C.  Cottrill,  Associate 
Pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Baton  Rouge. 

A  registration  fee  of  $5  per  person  is 
required  at  the  door  to  cover  expenses 
and  a  sandwich  buffet. 
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‘Back  to  school’  time  reminds  us 
that  learning,  growth  never  end 


THE  BIBLE  TEASES 
THAT  TO  WITNESS 
EFFECTIVELY  TO  AN 
UNgJELIEVER  WE 
HAVE  TO  LOVE 
THAT  FF&CM 


We  are  currently  surrounded  by 
reminders  —  from  advertising  and  news 
reports,  to  flashing  yellow  traffic  lights, 
to  more  regimented  household  schedules 
—  that  it’s  "back  to  school”  time  again. 

While  millions  of  children  and  young 
people  are  conforming  to  our  traditional 
image  of  "students.”  it  is  increasingly 
obvious  that  a  person's  education  does 
not  end  upon  the  attainment  of 
adulthood.  Millions  of  "older”  students 
from  all  walks  of  life  are  enrolled 
alongside  their  younger  counterparts  in 
academic  situations  as  varied  as 
universities,  community  colleges,  trade 
schools  and  single-session  seminars. 

Their  reasons  for  going  "back  to  school” 
are  as  varied  as  improving  one’s  station 
in  life,  “trying  to  keep  up”  in  rapidly 
changing  fields,  and  simply  wanting  to 
experience  the  personal  enrichment 
which  comes  from  acquiring  new 
knowledge. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  growing 
awareness  throughout  our  society  that 
education  is  a  lifelong  process,  and  that 
there  is  never  a  time  when  any  of  us  has 
learned  all  that  is  worth  knowing. 

The  shift  from  summer  programs  to  a 
“Back  to  school”  emphasis  is  also 
currently  noticeable  in  most  local 
churches.  Fortunately,  what  was  once  a 
widely  held  “Sunday  School  is  for  chil¬ 
dren”  attitude  has  been  supplemented  in 
many  congregations  by  a  "learning  is  for 
everyone"  attitude. 

There  is  a  profound  sense  in  which 
life’s  ultimate  meaning  is  known  once  a 
person  comes  to  have  a  personal 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.  In 
another  sense,  however,  the 
establishment  of  that  relationship  is  but 
the  beginning  of  a  never-ending,  life-long 
pilgrimage  of  faith. 

There  is  no  one  on  earth  who  has 
learned  all  that  the  Bible  has  to  teach. 

There  are  literally  thousands  of  relevant 
insights  about  what  it  means  to  be  a 
human  being  seeking  to  know  and 
follow  the  will  of  God  to  be  learned 
from  the  testimony  of  Christians  who 
have  preceded  us.  And  the  process  of 
relating  and  applying  Christian 
teachings  to  the  issues  and  experiences 
which  confront  us  each  day  is  never 
ending. 

Mr  Witness 


Paul’s  letter  to  the  Philippian  church 
admonishes  them  to  “forget  what  lies 
behind"  and  “press  on  toward  the  .  .  . 
upward  call  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.” 
Wesleyan  Christians  have  traditionally 
referred  to  this  process  as  "going  on 
toward  perfection.”  A  more  contempo¬ 
rary  statement  of  the  same  basic  truth  is 
that  we,  as  Christians,  should  at  all  times 
and  in  all  places  be  seeking  to  grow  in 
faith,  and  to  learn  how  to  translate  our 
faith  into  action. 

“Back  to  school”  time  is  an  altogether 
appropriate  time  for  us  to  celebrate  the 
promotion  of  our  youngsters  to  the  next 
grade  level,  and  to  express  gratitude  to 
those  who  serve  as  church  school 
teachers.  It  is  an  equally  good  time  for 
adults  who  have  dropped  out  of  Sunday 
School  to  ask  if  this  wouldn’t  be  a  good 
time  to  acknowledge  that  there  is  still 
much  to  be  learned.  It  is  also  a  fitting 
time  for  the  members  of  adult  classes  to 
examine  the  effectiveness  of  their  efforts 
to  help  one  another  grow  in  knowledge 
and  in  faith. 

One  particularly  vital  question  which 
all  should  be  reflecting  on  is:  How  can 
we,  in  the  midst  of  an  increasingly  God- 
denying  world,  more  effectively  share 
with  others  the  joy  and  fulfillment  which 
comes  from  life  in  Christ? 


Here  I  Stand 


‘Chance’  and  God  may  co-exist 
in  Christian  mind  without  distress 


BUT  NO  HARPER, 
1  6UESS,  THAN 
i omG  SOME. 
PEOPLE  WHO  ARE 
£HRl$r<ANS 


By  RICHARD  F.  GILLUM 
Do  you  believe  in  chance?  Do  you 
believe  in  God?  Many  members  of  a 
technological  civilization  such  as  ours 
might  casually  answer  “yes”  to  both 
questions.  In  general  and  in  the  abstract, 
there  seems  to  be  no  great  conflict.  Flip  a 
coin  for  fun.  The  outcome  is  determined 
by  chance,  we  believe. 

Choose  a  career,  or  a  spouse.  Make  an 
important  discovery.  Is  that  the  result  of 
chance?  Of  course  not. 

Yet  with  further  reflection,  we  may  not 
be  so  sure  about  either.  Was  the  outcome 
of  that  casual  coin  toss  determined  by 
various  forces  from  the  time  it  left  our 
fingers,  from  the  time  of  our  birth,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  universe?  Was  the 
outcome  of  a  thoughtful  decision  really 
the  result  of  a  long  series  of  chance 
events,  despite  our  delusions  of  free-will? 
Were  the  creation  of  the  earth,  its  life- 
forms,  and  the  birth  of  Jesus,  chance 
events,  or  part  of  an  orderly,  pre¬ 
arranged  divine  plan? 

Such  questions  are  part  of  an  ancient 
religious,  philosophical  and  scientific 
controversy  that  remains  unresolved  and 
may  well  be  unresolvable  short  of  a  leap 
of  faith.  I  do  not  intend  to  review  this 
huge  topic  from  the  viewpoint  of  any  of 
these  disciplines.  Rather  I  will  present  a 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Pension  Board’s  weapons  industry 
investment  policy  raises  some  questions 


To  the  Editor : 

The  single  most  important  thing  a 
Christian  must  do  is  to  seek  to  do  God’s 
will.  I’m  sure  that  everyone  struggles 
with  what  the  will  of  God  is  for  his 
everyday  living.  While  all  of  us  include 
God,  more  or  less,  in  our  everyday  living, 
on  occasions  we  read  or  hear  something 
that  makes  us  question  what  our 
personal  response  should  be. 

One  of  those  times  for  me  was  an 
article  in  the  July  23  issue  of  the  Reporter 
headlined  "Pensions  board  adjust 
investment.”  This  article  stated  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  through  its 


There  must  be  a  way  by  which  we 
can  know  the  Lord’s  will  for  us 


By  RAYMOND  G.  FLAHERTY 

I  have  a  problem.  Lord,  of  knowing 
what  is  your  will.  This  is  not  just  an  effort 
to  try  to  excuse  myself.  My  desire  is  not 
to  justify  a  reason  or  set  of  reasons.  We 
have  had  conversations,  before  <about 
being  honest  with  you,  ourselves  and 
others. 

Your  position  in  this  matter  is  quite 
clear  to  me.  There  are  all  kinds  of  values 
for  ourselves,  our  families  and  others,  in 
business  and  government  in  being 
honest.  You  don’t  have  to  try  to  sell  me 
on  this  aspect  of  living  any  more. 

In  our  conversation  recently.  Lord,  you 
helped  me  to  understand  about  truth, 
accuracy  and  objectivity  as  a  part  of  the 
decision-making  process. 

We  agreed  this  process  could  have 
value  for  us  as  individuals,  in  our 
families  and  in  a  number  of  other  areas. 
It  could  apply  in  this  situation  of  trying  to 
know  your  will. 

Conversing  with  you.  Lord,  is  not  like 
going  to  lunch  with  someone  or  sitting  in 
a  room  with  two  persons  talking  to  each 
other,  where  each  can  be  seen,  heard  and 
felt.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  hand-written 
or  typed  messages  you  personally  make 
available  to  us,  or  send  to  us  by  Western 
Union. 

If  anyone  should  tell  me  that  they  got  a 
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telephone  call  from  you,  listened  to  or 
saw  you  on  the  radio  or  TV  it  would  raise 
serious  questions  in  my  mind  about  their 
sanity. 

There  must  be  a  way,  Lord,  by  which 
we  can  know  something  about  your  will, 
can  grow  in  our  understanding  about  it. 

Isn’t  there  a  way  we  can  know  with 
certainty,  through  our  mind,  heart  and 
whole  being,  just  as  there  is  about  any 
message  we  can  see  or  hear? 

How  can  you  hold  us  responsible  for 
knowing  your  will  unless  you  help  us  to 
understand  what  it  is? 

Doesn’t  knowing  your  will  grow  out  of 
loving  you  with  all  our  heart,  mind,  soul 
and  strength  and  our  neighbor  as 
ourselves? 

Isn’t  it  true  that  struggle  and  sacrifice 
are  involved  in  loving  others  along  with 
loving  ourselves? 

Aren’t  self-management  and  self- 
control  involved  in  all  of  this? 

It  is  amazing  to  me,  Lord,  the  extent  to 
which  you  have  given  us  freedom  of 
choice,  almost  limitless  boundaries 
within  which  you  want  us  to  exercise 
independence! 

It  seems  clear  to  me,  Lord,  You  do  not 
want  us  to  give  ourselves  wholly  to  self- 
centeredness. 

Your  will  for  us  will  always  include 
loving  you  and  loving  one  another. 

Whenever  we  are  honest  with  You, 
ourselves  and  others,  allow  truth, 
accuracy  and  objectivity  to  play  a 
primary  part  in  our  decision-making, 
sense  Your  presence,  love,  forgiveness 
and  guidance,  we  find  ourselves  being 
nudged  along  toward  doing  the  most 
essential  and  helpful  thing  for  others. 

Isn’t  this  one  of  the  ways  by  which  we 
may  know  your  will.  Lord? 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through  which 
UMR  readers  may  share  meaningful 
experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This 
week's  contributor  is  Raymond  G. 
Flaherty,  a  member  of  Christ  UMC  in 
Farmers  Branch,  Texas. 


71  gift  from  Qod 

Ethnic  beauty  paints  the  leaves 
As  summer  turns  to  Fall. 

The  beauty  of  the  Autumn 
Has  a  message  for  us  all. 

As  gardens  in  the  summer 
Are  bright  with  varied  hue. 

The  reds  and  whites  of  flowers 
Are  mixed  with  orange  and  blue. 

So  God  has  made  His  children 
With  His  own  special  skill. 

And  blended  shades  of  all  mankind 
As  a  Master  Artist  will. 

Our  world  would  be  so  ordinary 
If  colored  all  one  shade. 

And  savorless  as  salad  tossed 
With  only  lettuce  made. 

The  blending  of  the  colors 
And  the  many  cultures  too, 

Are  God’s  gifts  to  Creation. 

His  love  for  me  and  you. 

Why  can’t  we  see  the  beauty 
In  God’s  own  color  wheel? 

For  ethnic  beauty  like  the  trees 
Responds  to  what  we  feel. 

Polly  Waggamon 
Alliance.  Ohio 


pension  funds,  did  not  invest  in  industries 
whose  primary  source  of  income  was  the 
designing  and/or  building  of  military 
weapons.  The  implication  was  that  to 
invest  in  these  industries  was  morally 
wrong.  It  would  be  against  Christian 
principals  to  do  so.  Thus,  we  should 
exclude  support  of  something  so  against 
God’s  will. 

While  I  disagree  with  this  policy  for 
several  reasons,  the  one  foremost  in  my 
thoughts  concerns  God’s  will  for  my 
giving  to  the  United  Methodist  Church.  If 
it  is  wrong  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  invest  in  the  military  industry, 
then  isn’t  it  also  wrong  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  accept  contributions 
from  those  who  earn  their  income  from 
this  source? 

It  is  extremely  difficult  for  me  to  see 
why  it  is  alright,  or  even  good,  to  ac¬ 
cept  money  derived  from  the  military 
industry  but  it  is  wrong  and  against 
Christian  principles  to  invest  in  this 
industry.  I’m  concerned  that  we  have  not 
addressed  the  real  problem,  but  have 
chosen  to  stand  on  the  street  corner  and 
shout  how  -holy  we  are,  while  forgetting 
the  will  of  God. 

If  the  military-related  industry  is 
morally  wrong,  then  state  so.  Accept  no 
money  derived  from  it  (this  would 
include  machine  shops  and  plastic 
fabricators  who  make  component  parts). 
At  least  we  could  be  consistent  and 
exclude  the  total  industry,  not  just  the 
parts  that  are  consistent  with  the  “Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Social  Principles"  which 
may  or  may  not  be  in  tune  with  God’s 
will. 

Paul  L.  Boettcher 
Pomona,  California 

Mr.  Traux’s  letter  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  wanted  to  express  my  thanks  to 
Scott  Traux  for  his  Letter  to  the  Editor 
headlined  "  ‘Official  religion’  shifts” 
(UMR,  July  30). 

I  wish  every  United  Methodist  minister 
and  bishop  would  read  it,  and  heed  it. 

I  join  my  prayer  with  his:  "My  prayer 
is  that  our  leaders  will  seek  the  mind  of 
Christ  in  setting  the  policies  of  our 
church." 

Marion  E.  Williams 
Winter  Haven,  Florida 

Mission  series  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  to  commend  Sharon  Mielke  for 
the  article  which  she  prepared  headlined 
"Multiple  factors  press  Christian 
mission  into  new  era”  (UMR,  July  30) 
which  was  both  informative  and 
instructive  from  the  Overseas  Ministries 
Study  Center  in  Ventnor,  New  Jersey. 

I  look  forward  to  the  other  articles 
which  she  plans  to  write  on  the  global 
Christian  mission. 

James  M.  Ault 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Life  chosen  over 
nuclear  weapons 

To  the  Editor: 

Suddenly  I  am  impelled  to  try  to  reach 
you  about  a  life  or  death  decision  —  a 
decision  about  nuclear  explosions. 

"I  love  life,  and  I  want  to  live  —  ” 

I  urge  you  to  see  a  movie  I  saw.  Seeing 
it  is  truly  a  moving  experience.  “Eight 
Minutes  to  Midnight”  is  its  title.  It 
portrays  the  life  of  Dr.  Helen  Caldicott, 
mother,  pediatrician,  president  of 
Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility, 
authority  and  dynamic  speaker 
worldwide  on  the  medical  effects  of 
nuclear  explosions. 

I  love  my  country.  Its  land  is  rich, 
bountiful  and  beautiful.  Its  ideals  are 
generous,  compassionate,  life-support¬ 
ing  and  life-serving;  “government  of,  by 
and  for  .  .  .”  freedom,  justice,  equality, 
brotherhood. 

But  people  in  positions  of  power  now 
talk  as  though  millions  of  us  are 
expendable.  The  incredible  idea  is  put 
forth  that  nuclear  war  is  survivable, 
even  "winable,”  and  that  our  security 
depends  upon  adding  more  nuclear 
weapons  to  our  genocidal  supply ! 

Jesus  of  Bethlehem,  Nazareth  and 


Jerusalem  taught  that  the  life  of  one 
person  is  precious. 

At  age  67  I’m  selfish.  I  want  to  see 
Century  Twenty-One!  I  want  a  full  life 
for  my  children  and  grandchildren,  and 
yours  too. 

I  want  to  join  hands  with  God’s 
beautiful  and  diverse  people  around  the 
globe  in  world  community.  Humanity 
needs  a  commitment  to  world 
citizenship.  I  believe  that  working  for 
world  citizenship  is  the  best  way  to  serve 
my  country  and  my  God. 

I  choose  life,  not  death. 

J.  Walter  Cobb 
Eagle  Rock,  California 

Nuclear  freeze  called 
communist  propaganda  tool 

To  the  Editor: 

It  makes  me  want  to  get  out  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  when  I  see  the 
efforts  by  well-meaning  peaceniks 
(including  some  bishops)  and  a 
considerable  number  of  ostrich-like 
United  Methodists  who  are  currently 
falling  for  the  communist  propaganda 
for  “Nuclear  Freeze.” 

“Nuclear  Freeze”  is  a  world-wide 
propaganda  effort  of  the  communists  to 
prevent  the  U.S.  from  rearming. 
“Nuclear  Freeze”  would  leave  the  U.S. 
locked  into  an  inferior  arms  status  now 
that  the  Soviet  Union  has  arms 
superiority  —  especially  nuclear 
superiority. 

I’m  for  the  "preservation  of  the 
universe,”  too,  and  for  peace;  but  we’ll 
accomplish  neither  unless  we  are  so 
strong  militarily  that  the  Soviet  Union 
recognizes  that  an  attack  on  us  can  and 
would  be  repulsed. 

So  I’m  for  peace  through  strength.  And 
I  do  not  trust  any  agreements  with  the 
Soviet  Union.  They  lie  and  cheat  and  use 
any  underhanded  method  they  think  will 
help  them  to  dominate  the  whole  world. 

Mrs.  Katherine  P.  Carter 
Weslaco,  Texas 

‘God  Is’ seen  in  creation 

To  the  Editor: 

If  the  world  is,  and  continues  to  be, 
created  scientifically,  how  did  the  five 
loaves  and  two  fishes  become  enough  to 
feed  thousands  of  men,  women  and 
children  without  being  scientifically 
developed  and  baked,  and  delivered  to 
the  place  of  distribution? 

There  was  creation  in  one  instance 
right  before  the  people’s  eyes.  God  Is. 
Yes,  the  heavens  declare  the  glory  of 
God. 

So  does  everything  on  this  grand  old  sod. 
Everywhere  I  look  there  are  miracles 
galore,  colors,  and  clouds,  and  trees 
—  and  so  much  more. 

Then  I  look  into  the  mirror,  and  there  is 
“me.” 

How  God  made  beautiful  bodies,  is  more 
than  I  can  see. 

Many  books  do  not  all  their  wonders 
contain,  nor  scientists  the  mystery  of 
life  explain  — 

The  blessing  of  sleep  —  the  body’s  power 
to  heal  — 

Each  organ  functioning  to  prove  God  is 
real  — 

The  heart  —  the  brain,  the  skin,  the 
hair — 

Every  part  of  me,  and  everything  that  is, 
is  there  Declaring  the  wonder  and 
glory  of  God. 

Marie  Gerhart 
Stover,  Missouri 

Dr.  Hinerman’s  church 
is  not  a  good  example 

To  the  Editor: 

To  contradict  Dr.  Hinerman,  who  was 
quoted  in  the  article  headlined  ‘“Raising 
up  a  new  generation'  goal  of  church’s 
program"  (UMR,  July  30),  Park  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Minneapolis 
is  not  everything  “liberal”  or  “conser¬ 
vative"  Methodists  —  United  Methodists, 
that  is  —  advocate.  Because  it  is  not  a 
connectional  church  —  and  it  won’t  be 
until  it  shares  with  others  in  the  global 
ministry  of  the  church  via  payment  of 
World  Service. 

Frances  R.  Opitz 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


few  m usings  on  how  chance  and  God  may 
co-exist  in  the  mind  of  the  Christian 
without  causing  undue  distress. 

This  peaceful  co-existence  of  two 
potentially  conflicting  concepts  is  indeed 
the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  We 
deal  with  the  potential  conflicts  thus  — 
events  of  little  or  no  consequence  to  us 
are  due  to  chance,  whereas  events  impor¬ 
tant  to  us  are  part  of  God’s  purposeful 
plan  for  us.  Now  there’s  a  nice,  trouble¬ 
saving  dichotomy  and  it  works  just  fine 
until  some  pushy  philosopher  or  scientist 
comes  on  the  scene  claiming  that  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  the  earth  and  humankind  are 
merely  chance  events  in  the  cosmos,  a 
message  recently  purveyed  to  millions  by 
astrophysicist  and  popularizer  Carl 
Sagan.  His  alternate  belief  proposes  the 
process  “chance  as  god  and  the  scientific 
method  as  the  religion  that  allows  its  ad¬ 
herents  to  know  their  god. " 

What  is  the  real  difference? 

But  what  is  really  the  difference 
between  creation  and  cosmic  evolution? 
If  one  is  not  stuck  in  a  strict  literal  inter¬ 
pretation  of  Genesis  I,  there  seems  to  me 
to  be  little,  if  any,  difference.  Cosmic  evo¬ 
lution  is  the  how  and  when.  Creation  is 
what.  As  even  Sagan  admits  science  and 
religion  meet  at  the  “big  bang.”  Science 
has  no  information  to  give  on  “First 
Cause"  and  indeed  can  have  none.  The 
scientist  who  holds  that  none  exists  makes 
as  great  a  leap  of  faith  as  the  person  who 
believes  this  “First  Cause"  can  be  known 
by  means  other  than  science. 

So  for  me  there  is  no  conflict  between 
science  and  religion  —  they  must  ask 
different  questions  and  address  different 
topics.  I  am  as  excited  to  know  the  how  of 
creation,  e.g.,  the  evolution  of  life  on 
earth,  as  I  am  to  know  how  the  heart 
pumps  blood  or  where  the  birds  migrate. 
All  such  knowledge  affirms  the  glory  of 
God  in  His  creation.  God  has  created  an 
orderly  universe  in  which  many  of  the 
laws  are  knowable  to  humans,  even  the 
laws  of  chance,  which  are  known  in 
mathematics  as  probability  theory. 

Given  that  the  universe  is  orderly,  does 
it  operate  according  to  God’s  purpose?  If 
God  is  omnipotent  and  omniscient  —  as 
we  believe,  and  as  the  Creator  of  the 
universe  would  have  to  be  —  it  seems 
impertinent  for  a  mere  human  even  to 
pose  the  question,  much  less  to  consider 
any  answer  but  “yes.”  (The  question  is 
clearly  meaningful  from  the  viewpoint  of 
a  human  if  not  from  that  of  God.)  If  the 
answer  is  “yes,”  then  all  the  universal 
laws,  including  the  laws  of  chance, 
operate  according  to  God’s  purpose.  Our 
limited  view  does  not  permit  us  to  know 
more  than  a  glimmering  of  that  purpose 
(as  revealed  in  Scripture).  If  this  is  true, 
then  chance  is  merely  another  tool  God 
uses  to  accomplish  His  purpose. 

‘Miracle’  and  ‘chance’ 

But  what  of  miracles?  A  miracle  is  “an 
event  in  the  physical  world  deviating 
from  the  known  laws  of  nature,  or  trans¬ 
cending  our  knowledge  of  these  laws;  an 
extraordinary,  anomalous,  or  abnormal 
event  brought  about  by  superhuman 
agency”  (Webster’s  New  Collegiate  Dic¬ 
tionary).  The  very  definition  of  “Miracle” 
indicates  the  compatibility  of  our  concepts 
of  chance,  science,  God  and  miracles.  As 
scientific  knowledge  grows,  more  and 
more  events  become  downgraded  from 
“miracle”  to  “rare  manifestation  of 
known  natural  laws,”  e.g.,  comets, 
meteors,  disease  remissions. 

The  religion  of  science  assumes  that 
any  event  now  unexplicable,  will 
eventually  become  so,  and  that  anything 
that  follows  from  a  humanly  knowable 
law  cannot  be  due  to  God  —  the  scientific 
leap  of  faith  again.  A  Christian,  or  even 
an  open-minded  secularist,  should  be 
able  to  see  through  this  non-sequitur. 
When  a  rare  event  occurs  at  a  propitious 
time,  it  is  just  as  appropriate  to  call  it  a 
‘miracle”  as  anything  else.  After  all 
chance  and  all  other  natural  laws  work 
according  to  God’s  purpose. 
Furthermore,  a  more  cosmic  view  will 
increase  our  catalogue  of  miracles;  to 
our  knowledge,  all  life  on  earth  is  “rare” 
and  “miraculous”  and  not  to  be  found  in 
exact  duplicate  in  the  entire  universe. 

Prayer  and  change 

And  what  of  prayer?  Will  God 
“repent”  of  previous  designs  in  response 
to  contrite  prayer?  Will  God  suspend  well 
established  natural  laws  to  accomodate  a 
human  request?  Could  the  efficacy  of 
prayer  be  tested  using  a  scientific 
method  like,  say,  the  efficacy  of  a  drug? 
If  so,  what  would  be  the  criterion  of  evalu¬ 
ation:  That  the  desired  event  occurred 
more  often  with  prayer  than  would  be  ex¬ 
pected  by  “chance”?  Would  such  an  ex¬ 
periment  amount  to  another  showdown 
between  Elijah  and  the  prophets  of  Baal? 
Almost  certainly  not,  since  any  conceiv¬ 
able  outcome  would  not  be  persuasive 
enough  to  convince  the  other  side. 

The  laws  which  govern  prayer  and  its 
effects  on  the  physical  universe  are 
certainly  understood,  and  may  well 
reside  in  a  dimension  not  susceptible  to 
the  scientific  method  or  any  other  tool  of 
human  intellect.  No  one  questions  the 
fact  that  prayer  can  effect  psychic 
changes  on  the  one  who  prays  and  on 
others,  and  that  these  changes  can  affect 
both  physiology  and  behavior,  and  hence 
the  physical  world.  Beyond  this,  the 
considerations  discussed  above  concern¬ 
ing  miracles  would  apply. 

So  chance  can  be  seen  as  one  of  many 
natural  laws  that  describe  the  behavior 
of  the  cosmos.  The  discovery  and 
elucidation  of  these  laws  says  nothing  of 
their  origin,  and  much  less  disproves  the 
existence  of  God.  God's  existence  is  not 
something  on  which  the  methods  of 
science  can  shed  any  light. 

Likewise,  religion  should  find  no  offense 
in  the  elucidation  of  knowledge  about  the 
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cosmos,  as  it  has  so  often  in  the  past. 
Rather  the  one  should  complement  the 
other.  For  the  Christian,  science  brings 
forth  new  psalms  recounting  the  glory  and 
wonder  of  God’s  creation.  For  science, 
Christian  ethics  can  provide  the  guide¬ 
lines  for  proper  application  of  this  knowl¬ 
edge. 

Population  control 
is  an  answer  to 
world  hunger 

By  HOWARD  B.  WARREN 

Our  modern  world  has  many  perplex¬ 
ing  problems;  one  of  these  is  world 
hunger.  The  population  of  our  earth  is 
growing  year  by  year  —  while  our  land 
area  remains  the  same.  We  are  improv¬ 
ing  our  agriculture  and  farmers  are 
bringing  the  land  to  its  greatest  produc¬ 
tiveness.  We  are  also  exploring  the  seas  for 
more  food.  Nevertheless,  famines  still  exist. 

In  Mexico,  South  America  and  India 
the  population  is  increasing  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  Families  with  ten  to  fifteen  chil¬ 
dren  are  common.  These  parents  pride 
themselves  on  the  large  families.  Here  we 
find  abject  poverty,  illiteracy  and  famine. 

Methodism  has  been  giving  millions  to 
feed  the  hungry  for  many  years.  This 
charity  is  highly  commendable,  but  we 
must  do  more.  1  believe  no  human  beings 
have  a  right  to  bring  a  child  into  the 
world  only  to  let  it  die  of  starvation.  The 
population  explosion  can  be  solved,  but 
abortion  is  not  the  remedy  In  those  coun¬ 
tries  with  immense  populations  and  a 
scarcity  of  food,  we  must  limit  the 
number  of  babies.  In  traveling  around 
the  world,  one  of  the  saddest  spectacles 
one  sees  is  a  human  being  slowly  dying  of 
starvation  and  malnutrition.  To  see  men, 
women  and  children  attempting  desper¬ 
ately  to  find  food  is  heart-rending. 

With  our  technical  knowledge  we  must 
help  foreign  governments  to  educate 
their  peoples  and  show  them  the  more  ex¬ 
cellent  way.  When  a  couple  has  two  chil¬ 
dren,  they  should  be  warned,  and  when 
the  third  child  is  born,  either  the  father 
or  mother  should  be  sterilized  —  the  one 
who  is  stronger  physically. 

At  the  rate  the  world  population  is 
growing,  serious  trouble  lies  ahead.  We 
must  act  now  before  disaster  strikes.  Let 
us  continue  to  feed  the  hungry,  but  let  us 
diminish  the  multitudes  before  they 
starve  to  death. 

" Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  This  week's  contributors 
are  Dr.  Richard  F.  Gillum,  a  member  of 
Oakland  Avenue  UMC  in  Minneapolis 
(Minnesota  Conference )!'"and  the  Rev. 
Howard  B.  Warren,  a  retired  member  of 
the  New  York  Conference  who  lives  in 
Hebron.  Maryland. 
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Membership  turns  around  north  of  Sun  Belt 


Growth  comes  as  UMs 
share  faith  with  others 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  membership  has 
begun  to  grow  again  north  of  the  nation’s 
Sun  Belt,  according  to  1981  reports. 

The  growth  is  like  alpine  flowers  — 
small,  fragile  and  only  in  a  few  places. 
Without  care  it  could  wilt  this  year. 

But  several  church  leaders  are  excited 
about  the  fact  that  membership  is 
increasing  in  some  of  the  very  places 
where  the  environmental  factors  are 
considered  most  likely  to  prevent 
growth:  depressed  state  economies,  high 
unemployment,  slow  population  growth, 
long  United  Methodist  decline. 

For  more  than  a  decade,  membership 
in  nearly  all  annual  conferences  north  of 
the  Sun  Belt  has  been  dropping. 

United  Methodists  in  the  North  Dakota, 
Kentucky,  Louisville  and  Pacific 
Northwest  conferences,  though,  have 
pulled  out  of  their  steep  slides  and  have 
set  membership  climbing. 

“If  these  four  conferences  can  grow,  it 
seems  to  show  that  any  conference  can,” 
says  the  Rev.  George  Hunter, 
evangelism  chief  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville. 

The  effort  to  increase  membership 
must  be  kept  in  proper  perspective, 
cautions  Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey, 
episcopal  leader  for  the  Kentucky, 
Louisville  and  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Annual  Conferences,  all  of  which  are 
experiencing  growth. 

‘‘It’s  not  just  scalp  collecting  but  an 
effort  to  nurture  people  and  provide  for 
growth  in  Christian  discipleship  ...  not 
for  the  sake  of  statistics,  but  for  the  sake 
of  people  and  for  the  glory  of  God  .  ” 


Age  before  youth 
brings  new  vitality 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  -  After 
abolishing  its  staff  position  of 
minister  for  youth  and  hiring  a 
minister  for  senior  adults,  Beechmont 
UMC  here  turned  its  membership 
decline  around  during  1980. 

It  was  a  case  of  analyzing  who  was 
in  the  community,  says  the  Rev.  Doug 
Wilson. 

A  survey  found  the  community  was 
dominated  by  senior  adults.  Lay 
members  within  the  congregation 
agreed  to  take  over  the  duties  of  the 
youth  minister.  The  new  minister  for 
retired  people  set  to  work  building 
various  senior  adult  activities. 

*“It  paid  big  dividends  in 
membership  growth  after  we  had 
declined  for  12  years,”  Mr.  Wilson 
says. 

Pointing  out  that  membership 
growth  is  not  just  a  numbers  game,  he 
says  a  lot  of  the  new  members  are 
persons  who  in  the  last  years  of  their 
lives  are  for  the  first  time  professing 
Christ  as  their  Savior  and  entering 
into  a  fellowship  of  believers. 


Since  the  1968  merger  of  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  and 
Methodist  churches,  the  denomination’s 
membership  has  dropped  by  1.5  million 
to  9.6  million. 

Fairly  consistent  growth  has  occurred 
only  in  a  dozen  annual  conferences  lying 
in  the  Sun  Belt  —  the  states  along  the 
Atlantic  Coast  and  southern  border  from 
Virginia  to  California,  most  of  which 
have  rapidly  growing  populations. 

Church  statisticians  say  a  major 
ingredient  in  the  large  decline  in  UMC 
membership  is  that  far  fewer  persons 
than  in  the  past  are  being  led  by  United 
Methodists  to  make  first-time 
professions  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

That  has  happened  because  too  many 
United  Methodists  ‘‘have  disdained 
evangelism,”  Bishop  Duffey  says. 


‘  We've  reacted  against  excesses  of 
certain  evangelistic  efforts. 

‘‘But  evangelism  is  not  fire-and-brim- 
stone  revivals  and  coercion.  It  is  actively 
relating  people  to  God  and  Christ  and 
then  to  the  church.” 

Evangelism  —  along  with  social 
outreach  —  is  such  an  essential  part  of 
Christ’s  teaching  that  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  how  an  institution  can  call  itself 
the  Christian  church  without  being 
evangelistic,  the  bishop  says. 

Leaders  in  the  four  newly  growing 
conferences  say  they  relied  on  common 
tools  and  not  fancy  methodology  to  spur 
efforts  that  led  to  the  membership 
growth. 

“Off  hand,  I  don’t  know  why  what  we 
did  would  not  bring  growth  in  all  54 
annual  conferences  that  still  are 
declining,”  Bishop  Duffey  says. 

Leaders  in  all  four  conferences,  though, 
add  that  their  own  efforts  don’t  seem  to 
add  up  to  the  resulting  turnaround  in 
membership.  They  say  they  believe 
there  is  a  definite  moving  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  that  is  causing  members  to  be 
more  interested  in  telling  others  about 
Christ  and  non-members  to  be  more 
receptive. 

Following  are  the  major  ways  United 
Methodists  in  the  four  conferences  have 
brought  about  the  membership  turn¬ 
arounds. 

•  Decision  to  grow 

In  all  four  conferences,  growth  did  not 
just  happen  accidentally.  The  top  lay  and 
clergy  leaders  meeting  in  annual 
conference  sessions  committed 
conference  resources  to  stopping  the 
membership  decline. 

In  none  of  the  cases  is  the  resulting 
growth  impressive  except  in  light  of 
previous  heavy  losses  that  had  to  be 
stopped  and  turned  around. 

The  Pacific  Northwest  conference  in 
1981,  for  instance,  had  a  net  growth  of  24 
members.  For  10  years,  however,  it  had 
been  losing  the  equivalent  of  a  1,500- 
member  congregation  every  year. 

The  annual  conference  made  a  full- 
scale  commitment  to  grow  in  the  spring 
of  1981. 

North  Dakota  United  Methodists  chose 
evangelism  as  a  major  goal  in  1980  after 
losing  more  than  10  percent  of  their 
membership  over  the  prior  decade.  They 
joined  South  Dakota  United  Methodists 
in  hiring  the  Rev.  Reuben  Job  (who 
recently  was  named  the  new  editor  of  the 
Upper  Room)  as  a  full-time  staff 
member  to  help  congregations  improve 
their  evangelism  efforts. 

In  1981,  North  Dakota  achieved  a  net 
growth  of  36  members,  or  0.2  percent. 

The  Kentucky  conference  grew  by  0.9 
percent  in  1980  and  by  0.3  percent,  or  229 
members,  in  1981. 

The  Louisville  conference  posted  a  net 
growth  of  190  members  in  1981  after 
declining  an  average  of  700  each  year  for 
a  decade. 

•  Confirmation  classes  stressed 

Hundreds  and  perhaps  thousands  of 

pastors  in  the  denomination  don’t 
conduct  confirmation  classes  for  the 
youth  in  their  church,  leaders  of  the  four 
conferences  say  they  discovered. 

Many  youths  have  been  growing  up  in 
United  Methodist  churches,  never 
getting  a  solid  invitation  to  profess  their 
faith  and  join  the  congregation,  the 
leaders  say. 

‘‘If  you  don’t  reach  them  by  the  time 
they’re  16,  they’ll  be  35  before  they’re 
ready  to  listen  again,”  warns  the  Rev. 
David  F.  Knecht,  administrative 
assistant  to  the  Dakotas  Area  bishop. 

The  Rev.  Adrian  J.  Roberts,  council  on 
ministries  director  of  the  Kentucky 
Annual  Conference,  says,  ‘‘I  don’t  know 
why  so  many  pastors  have  resisted 
holding  confirmation  classes.  Some  say 
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it  is  too  Roman  Catholic,  but  most  of 
those  don’t  bring  the  kids  in  any  other 
way,  either.” 

“Believe  it  or  not,"  Mr.  Knecht  says, 
“we  found  some  churches  weren’t 
confirming  their  youth  because  they 
didn’t  want  to  add  $50  a  head  to  their 
conference  apportionments  which  are 
based  on  the  number  of  members!  ” 

He  says  those  churches  received  some 
strong  lectures  about  risking  the  loss  of  a 
child  for  $50.  "I  think  we’ve  wiped  out 
that  thinking”  through  improved  inter¬ 
pretation  of  apportionments  as  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  ministry  and  not  “taxes,”  he 
says. 

•  Church  schools  strengthened 

When  membership  started  falling  in 
the  Kentucky  conference  in  1972, 
conference  officials  tried  in  a  number  of 
ways  to  bring  a  change,  Mr.  Roberts 
says. 

The  most  important  action  was  in  1976 
when  “we  decided  to  follow  the  General 
Conference’s  Decision  Point  church 
school  program .  ’ ’  he  says . 

Thousands  of  local  church  school 
leaders  have  attended  training  sessions 
held  on  the  conference,  district  and 
church-cluster  levels  since  1977. 

“We  showed  slight  church  school 
growth  in  1978,”  Mr.  Roberts  says. 
“Then  in  1979,  the  church  schools  grew 
by  more  than  500  members.  In  1980,  our 
church  membership  followed  and 
showed  growth  for  the  first  time.” 

Several  leaders  in  the  four  growing 
conferences  say  church  school  growth 
has  been  boosted  considerably  by  what 
they  see  as  a  change  in  United  Methodist 
literature. 

They  say  they  feel  the  literature  is 
more  solid  theologically  and  more 
oriented  to  the  average  church  member. 
Consequently,  conferences  have  been 
promoting  the  literature  much  more. 

“We  have  one  cluster  of  six  churches  in 
which  none  were  using  United  Methodist 
literature,”  Mr.  Roberts  says.  “After 
reviewing  this  year’s  literature  at  a 
curriculum  workshop,  it  looks  like  all  six 
are  going  to  start  using  it.” 

Use  of  United  Methodist  literature 
increases  members’  identity  with  the 
denomination,  says  John  Kemper, 
district  lay  leader  of  the  Ashland,  Ky., 
district.  And  a  stronger,  positive  identity 
as  United  Methodists  increases  the 
likelihood  that  members  will  invite 
others  to  join  their  church,  he  says. 

•  New  churches  started 

The  primary  change  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  contributing  to  growth  was 
the  decision  to  begin  forming  new  con¬ 
gregations  again,  says  the  Rev.  Edgar 
Hersh,  conference  council  on  ministries 
director. 

A  Korean  church  begun  in  Seattle  in 
1979  has  136  members.  A  church  begun  in 
Spokane  in  1980  has  133.  Another  Seattle 
church  started  just  last  year  has  125 
members.  All  are  growing  rapidly. 

“We’ve  always  had  the  ability  to  start 
new  churches,  but  we  haven't  done  it  in 
awhile,"  Mr.  Hersh  says. 

The  conference  is  starting  two  more 
churches  this  year. 

The  1981  annual  conference  called  for  a 
capital  funds  drive  that  would  raise  $2.5 
million  for  use  in  starting  new  churches. 

“Some  preachers  said  it  wasn’t 
possible  to  raise  that  kind  of  money  in 
our  depressed  economy,"  says  the  Rev. 
Robert  Ward,  associate  conference 
council  director.  “But  the  laity  showed 
us  otherwise.  It  looks  like  we’ll  clear  a 
little  over  $2  million. 

“We  have  whole  communities  out  here 
without  a  church  of  any  kind  in  them.” 

Mr.  Ward  says  Pacific  Northwest  has 
been  especially  aided  in  new  church 
development  by  the  “exceedingly  fine 
resources"  of  the  National  Division  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  Rev.  Harold  Dorsey,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Lexington  (Ky.)  District,  says 
he  is  particularly  excited  that  churches 


started  during  the  last  five  years  are 
growing  “on  professions  of  faith.  It  used 
to  be  that  new  suburban  churches  grew 
on  transfers  from  other  churches.  ” 

•  Bishop  gives  strong  push 

“If  your  top  people  in  an  annual 
conference  aren’t  concerned  with 
evangelism,  it  won’t  happen,”  says  Mr. 
Dorsey.  “Some  bishops  are  just  too 
involved  in  other  things.  But  Bishop 
Duffey  has  a  real  emphasis  on 
evangelism.” 

The  Rev.  Doug  Wilson,  a  district 
evangelism  leader  in  Louisville,  adds, 
“When  the  bishop  says,  ‘I’m  interested,’ 
the  district  superintendents  fall  in  line." 
In  the  conferences  under  Bishop  Duffey, 
the  district  superintendents  are  holding 


provides  a  vivid  illustration  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  problem. 

“We  have  447  (ministerial)  charges," 
Mr.  Roberts  says.  “Even  in  1981,  our 
second  year  of  growth.  130  showed  no 
new  members  whatsoever!  And  168  of 
them  showed  no  additions  by  profession 
of  faith.  ” 

To  impress  United  Methodists  with  the 
idea  that  every  congregation  has  a 
responsibility  to  invite  persons  to 
become  disciples  of  Christ,  the  Kentucky 
conference  last  year  sent  each 
congregation  a  1982  goal  for  new 
members.  Each  one  was  required  to 
accept  that  goal  or  set  another  for  itself. 

Ministers  also  are  required  to  report 
their  congregations’  progress  periodi¬ 
cally. 


‘...I  don’t  know  why  what  we  did 
would  not  bring  growth  in  all 
54  conferences  still  declining’ 

--Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey 


the  ministers  under  their  supervision 
accountable  for  pursuing  the 
conference's  evangelism  goals,  he  says. 

“The  bishop  is  very  visible  at  almost 
anything  having  to  do  with  evangelism," 
Mr.  Wilson  says.  “It  is  very  important 
for  lay  persons  to  see  their  bishop  at 
these  training  events .  ’ ' 

Mr.  Knecht  in  the  Dakotas  Area 
agrees,  pointing  out  that  Bishop  Edwin 
C.  Boulton  has  been  the  main  speaker  at 
all  the  evangelism  events  held  since  the 
conference’s  major  commitment  to 
evangelism  in  1980  just  before  he 
assumed  episcopal  leadership  there. 

The  South  Dakota  Annual  Conference, 
by  the  way,  showed  strong  signs  in  1981 
that  membership  growth  may  soon 
sprout  there. 

•  Goals  set,  reports  required 

A  common  goal  in  the  growing 
conferences  is  for  every  congregation 
simply  to  take  in  at  least  one  new 
member  each  year. 

For  many  congregations  which  have 
gone  years  without  accepting  a  single 
new  member  —  while  losing  a  number  of 
members  through  death  —  that 
seemingly  modest  goal  challenges  them 
to  make  some  fundamental  changes, 
leaders  say. 

The  Kentucky  Annual  Conference 


In  1981,  the  Pacific  Northwest  confer¬ 
ence  called  on  all  congregations  to  set 
one,  five  and  10-year  membership 
growth  goals. 

A  prime  purpose  of  goals.  Bishop 
Duffey  says,  is  to  “shake  up”  non- 
performing  Christians. 

•  Rallies,  training  offered 

All  four  growing  conferences  have  held 
many  rallies  designed  to  insure  the  laity 
and  to  train  them  in  ways  to  involve  their 
own  congregation  in  evangelistic  outreach. 

The  Kentucky  and  Louisville 
conferences  have  benefitted  from  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction's  ambitious 
“Proclaim  the  Word"  program.  Much  of 
the  lay  member  involvement  in 
evangelism  in  Kentucky  has  been 
through  that  program,  Mr.  Roberts 
reports. 

During  winter  and  spring  of  1980,  five- 
night,  “Proclaim  the  Word,” 
evangelistic  services  were  held  in  nearly 
60  percent  of  the  Kentucky  conference 
churches,  Mr.  Roberts  says. 

He  credits  those  services  with  being 
especially  important  in  helping  new 

people  to  hear  the  Good  News,  resulting 
in  the  first-time  growth  in  1980.  “In  1981, 
we  didn't  have  the  services ,  and  our 
growth  was  smaller.  ” 


Excuses 
for  decline 
disproved 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  full  of 
myths  about  why  its  membership  isn’t 
growing,  says  the  Rev.  George  Hunter, 
evangelism  chief  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

The  growth  in  annual  conferences 
north  of  the  Sun  Belt  last  year  challenges 
several  of  those  myths,  he  says.  The 
following  are  four  reasons  which 
frequently  are  given  why  membership 
growth  “cannot  occur.” 

•  Myth  No.  1:  Church  membership 
isn’t  highly  valued  in  our  area.  After  all, 
this  isn’t  the  Bible  Belt. 

When  it  comes  to  casualness  about  the 
importance  of  going  to  church,  “the  state 
of  Washington  is  the  leader,"  says  the 
Rev.  Robert  Ward,  associate  council  of 
ministries  director  for  the  Pacific  North¬ 
west  Annual  Conference  —  which  also 
includes  northern  Idaho. 

Yet,  United  Methodism  grew  there  last 
year. 

Residents  of  Western  states  have  a 
markedly  lower  interest  in  the  church 
than  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  Mr 
Ward  notes.  Only  about  30  percent  of 
Washington  residents  have  any  kind  of 
relationship  with  a  church. 

But  that  doesn’t  mean  they  can’t 
become  interested. 

“We  find  that  many  people  had  church 
experiences  two  or  three  moves  back," 
Mr  Ward  says.  “Only  a  few  say  they 
dropped  out  of  church  purposely."  Most 
say  they  just  didn’t  get  around  to  looking 
for  a  church  when  they  moved  and  then 
that  became  the  standard  pattern. 

•  Myth  No.  2:  Everybody  already  has  a 
church.  After  all.  this  is  the  Bible  Belt. 

“I  learned  early  in  Alabama  that  good 
people  make  that  kind  of  assumption,  but 
there  always  are  those  in  the  community 
who  need  to  be  led,”  says  Bishop  Paul  A. 
Duffey  of  the  Louisville  Area 

The  Kentucky  and  Louisville  Annual 
Conferences  which  he  now  leads  are 
following  his  advice  and  growing  in  the 
thick  of  the  Bible  Belt. 

Kilgore  UMC  near  Ashland,  Ky., 
exemplifies  what  is  happening.  It  is  in  a 
tiny  burg  saturated  with  churches. 

“In  the  ’60s,  we  had  only  three  or  four 
active  men,"  says  Teddy  Thorn  berry, 
Kilgore's  former  Sunday  School  super¬ 
intendent.  “The  women  kept  the  church 
going 

4*But  now  we’ve  got  so  many  men  we 
had  more  than  20  in  the  men  's  choir  a  few 
weeks  ago.  " 

The  additional  men  didn’t  just  move 
into  the  community,  nor  did  they  transfer 
from  other  churches.  They  had  been  in 
the  community  all  along  and  have  made 
first-time  professions  of  faith  The 
congregation  in  recent  years  has  been 
checking  to  see  if  everybody  really  is 
connected  to  a  church,  and,  if  not, 
extending  the  invitation. 

•  Myth  No.  3:  We’re  in  an  economically 
depressed  area. 

Unemployment  in  the  states  of 
Kentucky  and  Washington  has  been  at  a 
higher  rate  than  for  the  nation  as  a  whole 
during  this  long  and  severe  recession. 
More  than  12  percent  of  Washington’s 
workers  currently  are  listed  as 
unemployed  Industry  shutdowns  have 
become  common  within  the  Louisville 
Annual  Conference. 

•  Myth  No.  4:  United  Methodist 
membership  can  grow  only  in  the  Sun 
Belt  where  the  population  is  increasing 
rapidly. 

This  has  appeared  to  be  true  during  the 
last  decade  Only  the  3,377-member 
Alaska  Missionary  Conference  and  the 
1,207-member  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference  have  challenged  it  by 
growing  occasionally. 

This  myth  is  based  largely  on  the  false 
assumption  that  northern  states  lost 
population  during  the  last  decade. 
Actually,  all  states  posted  population 
increases  except  New  York  and  Rhode 
Island,  losing  3.8  percent  and  0.3  percent 
between  1970  and  1980. 

That  population  growth  doesn’t  ensure 
church  growth  is  embarrassingly  clear 
when  one  looks  at  such  Sun  Belt 
examples  as  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference’s  net  growth  of  only 
one  member  last  year  and  the  large 
losses  posted  by  the  Oklahoma  and  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  conferences, 
church  statisticians  point  out. 

Anyway,  nothing  seems  farther  from 
the  Sun  Belt  than  North  Dakota  in  the 
winter,  one  bishop  told  the  Reporter. 
“Don’t  say  too  much  about  North 
Dakota’s  growth."  he  said.  “It  will 
destroy  one  of  the  favorite  excuses  used 
by  some  of  my  ministers.  " 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Church  that  '‘people  would  turn  to'’ reaches  out 


STERLING,  N.D.  —  The  people  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  here  thought  they  faced  a  dilemma  in  1977 

In  assessing  their  situation  with  the  Rev.  David  F.  Knecht, 
they  determined  that  their  No.  1  need  was  membership 
growth. 

But  there  they  were  in  a  little  town  that  was  "drying  up" 
and  everybody  in  town  already  was  affiliated  with  a  church 
in  some  way,  or  so  they  thought,  says  Mr.  Knecht,  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  to  the  Dakotas  Area  bishop. 

“I  asked  them  to  take  a  survey  of  the  town,"  he  says.  “I 
told  them  not  to  ask  people  what  church  they  identified  with 
but  ‘Which  church  would  you  go  to  if  you  needed  help?’  They 


got  all  kinds  of  persons  answering  that  they’d  turn  to  the 
United  Methodist  church  from  persons  who  had  no  previous 
association  with  that  congregation. 

“I  said,  ‘There’s  your  evangelism  field.’  ” 

Since  1977,  the  congregation’s  membership  has  risen  by 
more  than  40  percent  to  73  as  people  who  previously  really 
hadn't  been  actively  affiliated  elsewhere  joined.  “The 
revitalized  feeling  of  the  congregation  caused  it  to  build  a 
new  church  last  year."  And  other  needs  of  the  church  that 
seemingly  couldn’t  be  met  because  of  low  membership  are 
now  being  handled,  Mr.  Knecht  says. 
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4,000  volunteers  live  mission 

Young  workers  both  givers  and  receivers  in  home  repair  ministry 


JOHNSON  CITY,  Tenn.  —  The  Appalachia  Service  Project's  summer  staff  of 
mostly  college-age  adults  gathers  on  the  headquarter's  steps.  Four  persons  were 
assigned  to  each  of  the  nine  centers  this  summer. 

On  the  bottom  step  is  Edith  Lucas  from  Piqua,  Ohio,  a  retired  secretary  who  each 
year  devotes  her  summer  to  one  of  United  Methodism's  national  Christian  mission 
projects.  "I  know  most  of  them  have  needs  because  of  their  low-operating  budgets 
and  lack  of  staff  that  I  can  help  fill.” 

Refugee  bill  falls  short 
say  religious  groups 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
JOHNSON  CITY.  Tenn.  -  More  than 
4.000  volunteers  experienced  Christian 
mission  beyond  the  four  walls  of  their 
own  church  this  summer  through  the 
Appalachia  Service  Project,  according  to 
the  co-director. 

The  project  is  a  home  repair  ministry 
affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Some  207  participating  church  groups 
came  from  all  over  the  country,  as  near 
as  Kentucky  and  as  far  away  as 
California,  reported  Brian  Rosecrance, 
co-director  with  David  Palmer. 

Mostly  high  school  youth 

Through  volunteers,  mostly  high 
school  youth,  the  Appalachia  Service 
Project  offers  assistance  to  low-income 
families  living  in  central  Appalachia  who 
are  in  need  of  home  repairs.  Volunteer 
workers  repair  roofs,  add  new  rooms, 
replace  broken  windows,  put  in  drywall, 
construct  new  outhouses,  put  in  new 
floors,  insulate  the  home,  or  whatever  is 
needed  to  make  the  home  a  drier, 
warmer  and  safer  place  for  a  family  to 
live,  Mr.  Rosecrance  said. 

Each  summer  centers  are  organized  in 
several  counties.  This  summer,  for 
example,  there  were  six  centers  in 
eastern  Kentucky,  one  in  West  Virginia, 
one  in  Virginia  and  an  urban  center  in 
Knoxville,  Tennessee.  The  centers  are 
usually  located  in  community  school 
buildings  because  they  can  best  house 
the  50-60  volunteers  who  come  every 
week  to  each  center  from  mid-June  to 
mid-August. 

“Each  center’s  staff  members  work 
with  local  community  leaders  and 
agencies  in  receiving  requests  for 
specific  home  repairs,”  Mr.  Rosecrance 
explained.  “Then  a  visit  is  made  to  the 
family’s  home  where  it  is  discussed  with 
them  what  things  they  would  like  to  have 
done.” 

Forty  percent  of  the  homes  in  central 
Appalachia  are  in  substandard  condition, 
according  to  government  guidelines,  he 


said.  “In  a  few  cases  project  volunteers 
have  actually  rebuilt  entire  homes,’’  he 
added.  By  the  end  of  this  summer  some 
500  homes  had  been  repaired  through  this 
project. 

But  doing  home  repairs  is  only  the 
vehicle  that  makes  it  possible  for  other 
things  to  happen,  said  Mr.  Rosecrance. 

"The  service  itself  allows  for  an 
exchange  of  cultures,  hopes,  talents, 
faith  and  love  to  occur  between 
volunteers  and  the  Appalachian 
families,”  he  said. 

“Our  goal  is  not  to  change  the  people  of 
Appalachia,”  the  co-director  said.  The 
slogan  developed  by  the  founder  of  the 
project,  the  Rev.  Glenn  "Tex”  Evans,  in 
1969,  “We  accept  people  right  where  they 
are  and  just  the  way  they  are”  continues 
to  be  held  as  this  special  ministry  con¬ 
tinues.  ( Mr.  Evans  died  of  cancer  in  1978. ) 

Typically,  “we  are  the  ones  changed” 
through  new  awareness.  For  most  youth, 
the  project  is  a  learning  experience,  one 
that  can  have  long-lasting  effects  on  their 
perspectives  and  attitudes,  the  co¬ 
director  said. 

Alice  Harris,  an  elderly  woman  living 
near  Pine  Mountain,  Kentucky,  fondly 
referred  to  the  two  work  crews  that  built 
a  new  room  onto  her  home.  “During  the 
first  week  I  fell  in  love  with  those 
people,”  she  said.  “When  they  left  here 
on  Friday  night  I  cried.  It  was  sad  to  see 
these  new  friends  of  mine  leave.  Then,  on 
Sunday  I  met  another  group  of  people 
and  they,  too,  have  a  special  place  in  my 
heart.  They  are  such  good  people  —  all  of 
them!” 

One  of  the  youth  volunteers  working  on 
Mrs.  Harris’  new  room  addition  said, 
“She  is  a  beautiful  person.  She  also  went 
to  the  expense  of  preparing  a  delicious 
meal  for  us.”  The  volunteer  added,  ‘The 
meal  was  a  way  of  breaking  bread 
together,  and  that  is  the  ultimate  in 
sharing  oneself  with  others.” 

The  Appalachia  Service  Project 
operates  without  government  loans  or 
grants.  Its  entire  financial  support 
comes  from  the  gifts  and  donations  of 


individuals,  churches,  and  a  number  of 
youth  ministry  councils  in  conferences 
throughout  the  United  States.  In  addition 
to  financial  support,  many  youth  groups 
bring  building  materials  and  tools  with 
them  which  they  leave  behind  for  use  by 
the  project.  Large  corporations  have  also 
made  generous  contributions  to  the 
Appalachia  Service  Project  in  the  form 
of  supplies  and  building  materials. 

Plans  laid  far  in  advance 

For  a  group  to  come  and  work  means 
more  than  just  one  week  out  of  the 
summer.  The  process  begins  the 
previous  fall  when  they  fill  out  their 
application.  Once  accepted,  the  group 
must  raise  enough  funds  to  cover  travel 


expenses,  room  and  board  for  the  week 
at  their  center  and  a  donation  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  building  materials.  In  addition, 
each  group  is  encouraged  to  send  at  least 
two  representatives  to  one  of  the  five  re¬ 
gional  workshops  that  are  held  during  the 
months  of  February  and  March. 

He  added.  “We  want  groups  to  become 
sensitized  to  human  need,  not  only  the 
needs  of  the  families  they  work  with  but 
their  own  individual  needs  and  how  they 
fit  into  the  group  they  are  coming  with. 
All  of  this  offers  growth  by  working  with 
and  through  others.  Each  volunteer  be¬ 
comes  a  representative  missionary  from 
her  local  church;  therefore,  we  feel  that 
preparation  for  coming  to  Appalachia  is 
essential.” 


WASHINGTON  (RNS>  —  The  Senate 
has  approved  and  sent  to  the  House  an  im¬ 
migration  reform  bill  which  could  legalize 
the  status  of  illegal  aliens  who  were 
in  this  country  before  January  1980. 

Spokespersons  for  Christian  and  Jewish 
agencies  which  have  led  the  campaign 
for  amnesty  expressed  disappointment 
that  the  cutoff  date  wasn’t  extended  to 
January  1982  to  include  most  of  the  illegal 
aliens  now  here,  including  Haitians  on 
whose  behalf  they  have  worked. 

There  are  an  estimated  3-6  million 
illegal  aliens  now  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  unknown  how  many  would  qualify  for 
amnesty  under  the  Senate  bill,  which  has 
been  criticized  as  too  generous  by  many 
and  too  restrictive  by  others. 

Approved  81-18  by  the  Senate,  the 
sweeping  reform  bill  would  provide 
penalties  for  employers  who  knowingly 
hired  undocumented  workers  and  in¬ 
cludes  a  controversial  provision  requiring 
all  job  applicants  to  show  identification.  It 
directs  the  president  within  three  years  to 
“establish  a  secure  system  to  determine 
employment  eligibility.” 

The  bill  also  expands  a  guest  worker 
program .  sets  a  firm  ceiling  of  425.000  on 
legal  immigrants  admitted  a  year, 
excluding  refugees,  and  eliminates  the 
immigration  preference  given  brothers 
and  sisters  of  U.S.  citizens. 

If  the  Senate  bill  is  to  become  law  this 
year,  it  must  be  considered  by  the  House 
Judiciary  Committee,  passed  by  the 
House,  and  the  House-Senate  differences 
must  be  reconciled  before  Congress  ad¬ 
journs  in  October.  The  House  also  has  its 
own  nearly  identical  bill. 

Introduced  in  Congress  by  Sen.  Alan 
Simpson  (R.-Wyo.)  and  Rep.  Romano  L. 
Mazzoli,  the  bi-partisan  bill  represents 
the  nation’s  first  major  revision  of  the 
immigration  laws  in  30  years. 

The  religious  community  has  closely 
followed  the  progress' of  the  reform  bill, 
which  grew  out  of  recommendations  of  a 
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U.S.  commission  chaired  by  the  Rev. 
Theodore  Hesburgh  of  Notre  Dame 
University.  The  reform  was  aimed  to 
resolve  the  difficult  problem  of  illegal 
aliens,  and  provide  a  set  of  workable  laws 
which  would  enable  the  United  States  to 
regain  control  of  its  immigration  and  yet 
were  equitable  and  fair. 

Under  the  Senate  bill,  undocumented 
persons  who  came  to  the  United  States 
before  January  1977  and  lived  here 
continuously  since  then  would  receive 
permanent  resident  status.  Those  who 
have  similarly  been  here  before  January 
1980  would  receive  temporary  status, 
which  could  be  upgraded.  Any  undocu¬ 
mented  person  who  entered  after  Janu¬ 
ary.  1980  would  be  subject  to  deportation. 

The  bill  also  includes  guidelines 
designed  to  speed  up  hearings  on  asylum 
applications,  but  bans  a  court  review  of 
any  rejected  asylum  claims. 

John  McCarthy,  migration  and  refugee 
service  director  for  the  U.S.  Catholic 
Conference,  and  Dale  DeHaan,  director 
of  immigration  and  refugee  programs 
for  Church  World  Service  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  both  said  they  were 
pleased  the  Senate  bill  at  least  opened 
the  way  for  amnesty. 

Both  officials  said  their  agencies  were 
disappointed  with  two  provisions  of  the 
bill  —  its  failure  to  adopt  a  January  1982 
cutoff  date  for  amnesty,  and  the  ending  of 
preferential  status  for  sisters  and 
brothers. 

“We  have  strongly  advocated 
amnesty”  for  undocumented  persons  and 
asylum  for  groups  such  as  the  Haitians, 
Mr.  DeHaan  said,  expressing 
disappointment  with  the  bill's  denial  of 
judicial  review  for  asylum.  He  agreed 
with  Mr.  McCarthy  that  the  cutoff  date 
for  amnesty  should  be  moved  to  1982  or 
as  close  as  possible  to  the  date  of 
enactment  of  the  bill  —  which  “in  one 
stroke”  would  resolve  the  status  of  the 
Haitians  now  awaiting  hearings.  Under 
existing  law.  each  asylum  application 
must  be  heard  individually. 

The  Senate  bill  includes  a  provision 
which  could  raise  the  number  of 
Mexicans  which  may  enter  as 
immigrants  to  50,000  or  60,000  a  year, 
according  to  some  estimates.  Mexico  is 
now  limited  to  20,000  a  year.  Under  the 
new  provisions,  both  Canada  and  Mexico 
have  a  ceiling  of  40,000  a  year  each,  and 
any  unused  Canadian  quota  can  be  used 
by  Mexico.  All  other  countries  are 
limited  to  20,000  each.  But  regardless  of 
what  the  quota  for  Mexico  is,  more  will 
want  to  come  in.  refugee  leaders  say. 


The  roof  leaked  and  this  house  had  no  siding  before  the  Appalachian  Service  Project 
volunteers  went  to  work.  An  addition  was  also  built  to  house  the  growing  family  living 
here. 

APPALACHIAN  SERV  ICE  PROJECT  PHOTOS 

Delegation  to  Poland 
reports  aid  ‘thanks’ 


WARSAW,  Poland  —  American  church  leaders  and  the  United  Mates  amoassaaor 
to  Poland  lay  two  wreaths  at  a  monument  in  Warsaw,  marking  the  Aug.  1,  1944, 
Warsaw  Uprising  by  Poles  against  the  Nazis  in  World  War  II.  This  group  included,  left 
to  right:  the  Rev.  Robert  Campbell,  general  secretary  of  the  American  Baptist 
Churches;  His  Excellency  Frank  Meehan,  U.S.  ambassador  to  Poland;  Dr.  Claire 
Randall,  general  secretary  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC);  the  Rev. 
Norman  E.  Dewire,  general  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Ministries.  The  church  leaders  were  part  of  an  eight-member  delegation  organized  by 
Church  World  Service,  the  relief  and  rehabilitation  arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  that  visited  Poland  in  August  (o  see  how  *1.5  million  in  church  aid  is  being 
used  and  to  explore  possibilities  for  economic  development. 

UMNS  PHOTO  BY  EDGAR  R.  TREXLER 

Bicentennial  spot  open 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
and  Associate  Program  Coordinator  Lay  or 
ordained,  male  or  female,  with  seminary  training.  5 
years  full-time  experience  preferred  to  serve  in  a 
dynamic  church  on  Florida's  beautiful  West  Coast 
Salary  negotiable  Please  send  resume  to  Rev 
Mullen.  Allendale  United  Methodist  Church.  3803 
Haines  Road.  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33703  Telephone 
'8I3>  $27-6694 


WANTED :  FULL  TIME  Director  of  Music  Dynamic 
Evangelical  Church  seeks  person  with  extensive 
choral  experience  Must  have  appreciation  and 
knowledge  in  all  types  of  choral  literature  60-voice 
adult  choir.  30-voice  youth  choir  and  10  crfher  choirs. 
Work  with  enthusiastic  organist,  also  full  time.  3,600- 
member  church.  Contact  Dr  Ray  Owen,  Senior 
Minister.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P  O  Box 
1136  Bartlesville.  OK  74006,  or  Kevin  Calloway. 
Organist/ Associate  Director  d  Music  at  same 
address 


NINE  DAY  HOLY  LAND  TOUR  -  January  25.  1983 
Travel  with  Bishop  Ernest  Dixon.  Southwest  Texas 
Conference,  to  Israel  with  available  options  to 
Egypt.  Rome,  Athens  or  London  Write  for  brochure 
to  Conference  Coordinators.  Rev  Kath  Wyatt,  1800 
North  Llano.  Fredericksburg.  TX  78624  or  Rev  Bill 
Henderson.  301  W  Pecan.  McAllen.  TX  78501 


OCT-Mexico  City  &  ALL  ISRAEL 
NOV  -  HOLY  LAND 

DEC  -  10  DAY  CHRISTMAS  IN  ISRAEL.  11  DAY 
HOLY  LAND 

FEB  -  CHRISTIAN  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 
Also  Alaska /Australia  and  other  tours 
WORLD  WIDE  CHRISTIAN  TOURS 
P  O  Box  306  Elizabethtown.  Ky  42701 
<502)769-3900 


Regenci^Govw^ 

$18. 95  up 


EXPERT  TAILORING 

fmest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fa 
bnc  Swatches  on  Request 

Pegency 

P.0  Box  10557-r 
Jacksonville.  Florida  32207  J 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Since  1984  is 
the  200th  anniversary  of  Methodism’s 
arrival  in  the  New  World,  the  Protestant 
Hour  preacher  for  1984  must  be  prepared 
to  preach  on  bicentennial  themes. 

Nominations  are  being  received  for  the 
United  Methodist  preacher  for  the  12- 
week  Protestant  Hour  series.  Any  UM 
minister  is  eligible,  according  to  Shirley 
Struchen,  who  is  conducting  the  search 
on  behalf  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

Deadline  for  entries  is  Oct.  12. 

Anyone  can  nominate  a  favorite 
preacher  by  submitting  a  list  of  12 
proposed  sermons  on  some  aspect  of  the 
bicentennial  theme  with  a  brief 
descriptive  statement  on  each  one.  A 
completed  manuscript  and  a  cassette 
recording  of  the  first  sermon  (14-16) 
minutes,  made  in  a  studio-like  setting) 
must  accompany  the  listing,  as  well  as  a 
photo  and  biographical  sketch.  All 

September  1  9 

‘Prayer  for 
world’  asked 

SYDNEY,  Australia  -  The  World 
Methodist  Council  has  declared  Sunday, 
September  19  “Prayer  for  the  World 
Day,”  and  urges  all  Christians  and 
congregations  on  the  globe  to  unite  in 
prayer  for  the  state  of  the  world  on  that 
day. 

In  a  statement  released  by  the  World 
Evangelism  Center  here,  the  council 
suggested  that  prayers  “be  specific. 
There  is  little  value  in  vague,  general 
prayer,”  the  statement  said.  The  four 
overwhelming  issues  suggested  as 
subjects  for  world  prayer  are:  poverty, 
racism,  war  and  spiritual  darkness. 

The  council  also  suggested  that  local 
churches  hold  daily  prayer  meetings, 
breakfasts  or  vigils  leading  up  to  the 
Sunday  observance.  Special  prayer 
events  are  planned  for  Berlin,  Belfast, 
Washington.  South  Africa  and  India. 

A  liturgy  for  the  Sunday  celebration 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Upper  Room 
and/or  the  World  Evangelism  office  in 
Nashville. 


materials  are  non-returnable. 

Entries  will  be  judged  on  content, 
style,  voice,  creative  treatment  of  theme 
and  communicating  skill. 

The  materials  should  be  sent  to  Ms. 
Struchen  at  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations,  Suite  1370,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  The  infant 
mortality  rate  in  Poland  is  the  lowest 
ever,  thanks  to  food  aid  sent  last  winter 
by  church  and  other  international  relief 
agencies,  Poland’s  Minister  of  Health 
told  eight  U.S.  Protestants  who  met  with 
him  in  Warsaw  in  late  July. 

Four  United  Methodists  were  in  the 
group  organized  by  Church  World 
Service  (CWS),  relief  and  rehabilitation 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
in  the  U.S. A.  They  were  the  Rev.  Norman 
E.  Dewire,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries;  the  Rev. 
James  T.  Laney,  president,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta;  John  Sagan,  vice 
president  and  treasurer  of  Ford  Interna¬ 
tional;  and  the  Rev.  Paul  McCleary, 
head  of  CWS. 

Others  in  the  ecumenical  group  were 
Dr.  Claire  Randall,  NCC  general 
secretary;  the  Rev.  Robert  Campbell, 
American  Baptist  Churches  general 
secretary  ;  Donna  Demac,  legal  counsel 
for  the  Office  of  Communications,  United 
Church  of  Christ;  and  the  Rev.  Edgar  R. 
Trexler,  editor  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America’s  magazine. 

International  aid  was  distributed 
through  the  churches,  Dr.  Dewire  noted, 
which  gave  priority  to  children,  the 
elderly,  young  people  attending 
universities,  and  detainees’  families. 

During  the  July  20-Aug.  2  visit  the 
American  group  met  the  ministers  of 
agriculture,  foreign  affairs,  health, 


religious  affairs,  and  the  Commissioner 
on  National  Planning.  “Great 
appreciation  was  expressed  to  the 
churches  for  the  relief  aid  they  gave,” 
Dr.  Dewire  said. 

After  the  imposition  of  martial  law  in 
Poland,  Church  World  Service  sent  food, 
clothing,  blankets,  soap,  medicines  and 
water  purification  tablets  with  a  total 
value  of  more  than  $1.5  million. 

Noting  that  food  rationing  has  lessened 
a  little,  Dr.  Dewire  said  that  according  to 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Poles  can 
now  get  five  pounds  of  meat  per  month. 
The  United  Methodist  executive  was  ap¬ 
palled  to  learn  that  soap  is  rationed  to  one 
small  bar  per  adult  every  two  months. 

Dr.  McCleary  confirmed  that  things 
appear  much  better  now  than  before 
martial  law.  He  was  in  Poland  last 
October.  However,  he  attributed  the 
change  in  part  to  the  fact  that  summer 
garden  vegetables  have  relieved, 
pressure  on  the  food  supply.  “Certainly 
the  situation  in  energy  and  food  will 
deteriorate  when  winter  comes,”  he 
predicted. 

The  group  also  learned  that  few 
medicines  are  available.  As  a  result  of 
this  discovery,  CWS  may  extend  a  line  of 
credit  to  the  Polish  Ecumenical  Council 
for  buying  certain  chemicals  that  could 
be  used  by  Polish  industry  to  produce 
needed  medicines.  Such  help  would  be 
given  in  agreement  with  both  the  U.S. 
and  Polish  governments. 


United  Methodist  College  Fairs 

The  Division  of  Higher  Education.  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  has  scheduled 
United  Methodist  College  Fairs  for  the  following  areas  as  part  of  the  1981  -84  special  program, 
"Church  and  Campus.  ,  An  Essential  Evangelism"; 


September  20  -  Chicago 
September  21  -  Cincinnati 
September  22  -  St.  Louis 
September  23  -  Wichita 
September  24  -  Albuquerque 


November  29  -  Madison,  NJ 
November  30  -  Wyoming  Seminary 
November  30  -  Philadelphia 
December  1  -  Baltimore 
December  2  -  Washington,  D.C. 


December  5  -  Dallas/Ft.  Worth 
December  6  -  Nashville 
December  7  -  Charlotte,  N.C. 
December  8  -  Atlanta 
December  9  -  Lakeland,  FL 


Representatives  from  several  United  Methodist  colleges  and  universities  will  have  materials  and 
be  available  to  speak  with  interested  high  school  and  two-year  college  students,  parents,  pastors, 
youth  directors,  and  others  Information  regarding  financial  aid  also  will  be  available.  All  are 
evening  programs  except  Wyoming  Seminary  and  Albuquerque.  For  further  information,  see  your 
pastor  two  weeks  prior  to  the  fair  in  your  area. 
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Pastoral  Letters 


Death  in  the  Family 

By  THE  DR.  HENRY  C.  BLOUNT.  JR. 

Pastor,  Broadmoor  UMC  Baton  Rouge 

Surveys  show  that  most  people  fear 
death  because  it  represents  the  unknown. 
This  is  true  even  for  the  most  religious 
person. 

We  may  fear  judgment  and  wonder  if 
something  will  be  held  against  us.  We 
may  imagine  our  own  funeral  and 
wonder  whether  someone  will  eulogize 
our  kind  heart  and  great  generosity.  We 
wonder  how  we  will  be  remembered.  We 
fear  judgment  by  others  because  we 
judge  ourselves  so  harshly. 

We  fear  incompleteness.  There  is 
something  that  feels  unfinished  in  tasks 
left  imperfect.  Death  forces  us  to  leave 
behind  bits  and  pieces  of  our  lives.  It 
seems  especially  difficult  for  parents  to 
face  death  before  their  children  are 
mature  and  self-sufficient.  A  premature 
death,  the  death  of  a  child  arouses  rage 
and  incomprehension:  endless  questions 
of  WHY?? 

Yet  living  is  never  perfect.  No  matter 
how  we  long  to  complete  all  our  tasks, 
death  requires  us  to  leave  many  of  them 
for  other  hands  to  finish. 

We  fear  the  loss  of  control.  Efforts  to 
control  are  attempts  at  making  ourselves 
feel  secure.  If  we  have  disciplined 
ourselves,  if  we  have  sought  to  dominate 


other  people  and  situations,  the  meaning 
of  death  may  be  sudden  vulnerability  and 
panic.  The  loss  of  the  familiar  is  loss  of 
the  predictable. 

Death  can  be  frustrating  to  those  who 
are  left.  We  cannot,  no  matter  how  we 
want  to,  diminish  the  suffering  or 
postpone  the  dying  of  a  loved  one.  Death 
requires  us  to  exercise  the  passive  half  of 
our  nature.  Some  things  are  not  in  our 
hands.  Even  while  we  are  living,  we  are 
forced  to  let  go  our  efforts  at  being  all- 
powerful. 

Finally,  we  fear  accepting  help.  We 
may  find  it  difficult  to  accept  the 
ministrations  and  gifts  of  others  during  a 
death  experience.  We  are  embarrassed  if 
our  pain  or  our  weakness  is  exposed.  We 
seem  apologetic  that  dying  is  not  pretty. 

Fear  of  being  a  burden  is  also  the  fear 
of  accepting  help.  Dying  is  not 
convenient.  There  may  be  a  real 
financial  strain.  And  dying  is  an 
emotional  strain  for  all  the  family.  Love 
is  in  conflict  with  anger  over  loss. 
Sympathy  struggles  with  pity.  Yet  being 
able  to  give  to  a  loved  one  may  ease  the 
pain  of  saying  good-bye.  Dying  and  death 
require  each  of  us  to  receive  and  accept 
from  our  families  with  dignity  and  with 
grace. 

The  closer  the  family  is,  the  lesser  the 
pain  seems  to  be  when  death  arrives. 


1984  Protestant  Hour  Preacher  Sought 

Nominations  are  being  accepted  for  the  United  Methodist  preacher  for  the  12- 
week  Protestant  Hour  series  for  1984.  The  12-week  series  is  scheduled  for  July 
15-September  30,  1984.  Ministers  in  all  five  jurisdictions,  including  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  are  eligible,  according  to  the  Search  Committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Communications.  Since  1984  is  the  200th  anniversary  of 
Methodism’s  arrival  in  the  New  World,  the  Protestant  Hour  preacher  for  84 
must  be  prepared  to  preach  on  bicentennial  themes.  Deadline  for  entries  is 
October  12, 1982. 

Interested  persons  must  submit  a  list  of  12  proposed  sermons,  based  on  some 
aspect  of  the  bicentennial  theme,  with  a  brief  descriptive  statement  on  each.  A 
complete  manuscript  and  a  cassette  recording  of  the  first  sermon  must  be 
submitted.  The  sermons  must  be  14-16  minutes  in  length,  made  in  a  studio-like 
setting.  Completed  manuscript  deadline  is  February  1,  1983.  A  photo  and  a 
biographical  sketch  are  also  required.  Materials  are  non-returnable. 

Entries  will  be  judged  on  content,  style,  voice,  creative  treatment  of  theme 
and  communicating  skill.  . 

Materials  should  be  sent  to  Ms.  Shirley  Struchen,  UMCommunications,  Suite 
1370,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  New  York  10115.  She  is  coordinating  the 
search  on  behalf  of  the  denomination’s  general  communications  agency  and 
may  be  reached  at  the  above  address  or  by  calling  (212) -663-8900.  The 
Protestant  Hour  preacher  will  be  chosen  by  a  UMCom  committee  and 
confirmed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Commission  on  Communications,  October  21- 
24,  Evanston,  Illinois. 

Music  for  the  1984  series  of  30-minute  programs  will  be  provided  by  choirs 
selected  for  the  1984  General  Conference  in  Baltimore.  Choirs  are  being 
auditioned  for  this  honor  through  the  office  of  Dr.  Carlton  Young,  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  University, -Atlanta,  Georgia  30322. 

Additional  information  may  also  be  secured  from  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Office,  214-321-7077. 


Kenner  FUMC  Reaches  Out 


Storytelling  Workshop 


Aurora  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  will  be  the  site  of  a  new 
workshop  on  the  Art  of  Storytelling.  This 
interesting  and  valuable  workshop  will 
be  led  by  Elaine  Ward,  a  graduate  of 
Capital  University  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New 
York.  Ms.  Ward  has  many 
accomplishments  to  her  credit  including 
a  leader  of  storytelling  workshops 
around  the  country,  a  writer  of  United 
Methodist  curriculum,  and  is  also  a 
contributing  editor  for  “Church 
Educators”  magazine  and  “Church 

Perkins  M.T.S.  Offers 
Degree  for  Laity 
and  Professional 

Suppose  you’re  a  layperson  who  wants 
serious  study  in  theology,  without 
intending  to  be  ordained. 

Or  you’re  involved  in  church 
leadership  that  doesn’t  require  courses 
designed  for  clergy  persons. 

Or  you’re  a  college  graduate  with  a 
still  tentative-sense  of  call  to  the 
ministry. 

The  newly-created  Master  of 
Theological  Studies  (M.T.S.)  degree  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  may  be  your 
answer. 

Beginning  with  the  fall  semester,  1982, 
the  M.T.S.  degree  is  an  alternative  to  the 
Master  of  Divinity  degree,  which  is  the 
basic  degree  for  ordained  ministers. 

Working  within  the  same  curriculum 
as  the  M.Div.,  the  new  degree  offers 
more  flexibility  for  a  student  to  develop  a 
course  of  study  around  specific  areas  of 
interest.  Other  than  a  minimum 
requirement  for  study  in  each  of  the  four 
divisions,  the  program  encourages 
individual  choice. 

A  two-year  degree  load  can  be  taken 
part  time  within  a  six-year  period  for  the 
M.T.S.,  with  complete  exposure  to  Bible, 
theology,  history,  and  practical  ministry. 
Neither  internship  nor  thesis  is  required 
for  the  degree. 

“Course  credits  are  transferable  with 
the  M.Div.  course  of  study  and  vice 
versa,”  according  to  Perkins  Professor 
Charles  Wood,  who  designed  the  new 
program.  Thus  students  in  the  M.T.S. 
may  opt  for  ordination,  or  those  in  the 
M.Div.  may  decide  against  it  and  retain 
credits  toward  to  M.T.S.,  negotiating 
between  the  two  programs. 

For  information  on  the  M.T.S.  degree, 
write  the  Director  of  Admissions, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas,  Texas  75275,  or  call  (214)  692- 
2293.  Fall  application  should  be  made 
immediately. 


Curric-lJ-Shops 
in  Louisiana 


Ruston 

Trinity  Church 
October  5 

•  *  * 

Baton  Rouge 
First  Church 
October  7-8 


J 


Teachers”  magazine. 

This  workshop  is  open  to  anyone  — 
church  school  teachers,  parents, 
grandparents  —  anyone  who  is  involved 
with  children  and  would  like  to  learn 
more  about  this  most  effective  way  to 
express  a  feeling,  fact,  or  truth.  The  date 
of  the  workshop  is  September  25,  9:00 
a.m.  to  2:00  p.m.  The  last  date  to  send  in 
your  registration  fee  of  $5  is  September 
17.  Please  send  your  registration  to: 
Aurora  United  Methodist  Church,  3300 
Eton  Street,  New  Orleans,  LA  70114, 
(504  )  394-5483. 

A  Special  Type 
of  Continuing  Ed. 

Garrett-Evangelical  Seminary  offered 
this  summer  a  unique  type  of  continuing 
education  called  “Cross-Cultural 
Methodologies  in  Ministry.”  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Jim  Woodward,  of  Mangum  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  attended  this 
two  week  seminar  hosted  in  the 
mountains  of  northern  New  Mexico. 

“Our  headquarters  for  this  venture 
was  Ghost  Ranch,  New  Mexico,”  says 
Dr.  Woodward.  This  United  Presbyterian 
mission  outreach  station  is  a  cross 
between  an  agricultural  experiment 
station,  an  adult  study  center  away  from 
the  rush  of  the  world,  and  an 
archeological  and  historical 
development. 

Receiving  personalized  attention  from 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  McConnell,  natives 
of  the  area,  the  Woodwards  were  able  to 
take  part  in  historical  and  sociological 
studies  of  religious  customs.  Other 
events  included  a  guided  tour  of  churches 
which  have  become  historical 
monuments  of  our  nation’s  past, 
experiences  with  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest  of  a  lay  penitente  group,  and  a 
scholarly  Indian  Agent. 

Dr.  Woodward  claims  this  is  a 
DIFFERENT  KIND  of  continuing 
education  course,  but  one  he  highly 
recommends. 

Love  Chapel 
Parsonage 


Consecration 


July  25,  1982  served  as  a  beautiful  day 
for  the  consecration  of  the  new 
parsonage  for  Love  Chapel  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Haughton.  Present  for 
tbe  consecration  were  various  members 
of  the  Haughton  United  Methodist 
Church.  Those  leading  the  consecration 
service  include  the  Reverend  Douglas 
Cain,  pastor,  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  and  Dr.  Odell  Simmons, 
Shreveport  District  Superintendent. 


On  September  8,  Kenner  First  United 
Methodist  Church  formally  opened  its 
doors  to  the  elderly  and  adult  disabled  of 
Jefferson  Parish.  In  a  joint  effort  with 
Associated  Catholic  Charities  of  New 
Orleans,  Inc.,  Kenner  F.U.M.C. 
revitalized  some  of  its  unused 
recreational  facilities  to  provide  both  a 
free  rent  facility  and  free  utilities  for  the 
first  six  months. 

Associated  Catholic  Charities  provides 
the  center  with  a  director,  a  full-time 
registered  nurse,  a  social  worker  and  a 
housekeeper.  The  city  of  Kenner  donated 
$20,000  for  20  needy  residents  to  attend. 
Fees  are  $8  per  day.  The  Jefferson 
Council  on  Aging  provides  participants 
with  breakfast,  lunch,  and  snacks.  The 


Rayne  Memorial 
Vacation  Church 
School  Heralded 

Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans  completed  its 
most  successful  Vacation  Church  School 
in  many  years  on  August  16-20  with  a 
total  of  154  children,  youth,  and  adults 
registered  with  an  average  attendance 
each  day  of  130.  This  Vacation  Church 
School  offered  classes  for  three  year  olds 
through  sixth  graders.  Offered  for  the 
children  were  Bible  lessons,  special 
crafts,  devotions  in  the  chapel,  music, 
recreation,  and  refreshments.  Bringing 
the  week  to  a  close  on  Friday, 
certificates  were  presented  in  the  chapel, 
and  everyone  later  enjoyed  a  “hot  dog” 
lunch. 

Other  highlights  of  the  week  included 
making  silk-screen  T-shirts,  basket 
weaving,  sock  puppets,  and  the  making 
of  Noah  and  the  Ark  —  and  all  of  the 
animals! 

On  the  Sunday  following  Vacation 
Church  School,  the  children  of  the  church 
sang  two  of  the  songs  that  they  had 
learned  for  the  10:50  a.m.  worship 
service.  They  also  displayed  some  of  the 
crafts  that  they  had  made  during  the 
week.  The  fifth  and  sixth  graders  gave  a 
drama  during  the  Church  School  hour 
entitled,  “Joseph  and  His  Brothers." 

This  was  a  rewarding  experience  for 
the  uptown  children  of  New  Orleans,  and 
we  hope  that  their  knowledge  of  the  Bible 
and  their  faith  in  God  will  continue  to 
grow. 

Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Vacation  Church  School  at  Rayne  is 
Betsy  Wilhite.  Ministers  are  Dr.  Clyde  C. 
Frazier,  Jr.  and  the  Reverend  Stephen 
Fleming. 
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Council  on  Aging  and  Jefferson  Parish 
Community  Action  Program  run  vans 
that  transport  people  between  their 
homes  and  the  center.  Center 
participants,  ranging  in  age  from  32  to 
88,  are  unable  to  stay  at  home  during  the 
day  or  are  socially  isolated. 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  the 
members  of  the  Kenner  First  United 
Methodist  Church  for  reaching  out  in  a 
special  way  to  those  in  need  in  their 
community.  The  Reverend  Eddie  E. 
Morgan  is  pastor  of  Kenner  F.U.M.C. 

‘Prayer  for 
the  World ’ 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
Millions  around  the  world  will  be  praying 
Sunday,  September  19  that  the  walls  of 
division  between  people  will  fall. 

On  that  Sunday  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  the  Upper  Room  have  called 
for  a  day  of  “Prayer  for  the  World.” 
More  than  250,000  Methodist 
congregations  around  the  world  are 
being  asked  to  observe  this  day.  Special 
prayer  events  have  been  scheduled  in 
places  of  dramatic  division  such  as 
Berlin,  Belfast,  and  Soweta,  South 
Africa. 

Methodists  of  West  Berlin  will  meet 
together  at  the  Ruferkirche,  “Church  of 
the  Wall,”  for  a  5  p.m.  prayer  service. 
The  church  was  built  by  Methodists  who 
were  cut  off  from  their  churches  in  the 
East. 

Millions  of  Methodists  will  be  joined  by 
eight  million  readers  of  The  Upper  Room 
in  the  prayer  for  the  world  observance. 
The  daily  devotional  guide,  published  in 
many  languages  around  the  world, 
focuses  on  the  “Prayer  for  the  World” 
theme  for  the  week  leading  up  to 
September  19.  Prayers  printed  in  The 
Upper  Room  have  been  circulated  so  that 
churches  may  express  the  world’s  needs 
in  prayer. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


Churches  with  downlinks  may  be 
interested  in  ordering  the  "Satellite 
Program  Guide"  (similar  to  T.V.  Guide) 
which  lists  programs  transmitted  by 
satellite.  The  subscription  rate  for  the 
“SAT  Guide,”  which  is  published 
monthly,  is  $48  per  year. 

The  Satellite  Guide 
P.O.  Box  SAT 
Hailey,  Idaho  83333 
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Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
UMW  to  be  held  in  Lake  Charles 


The  Reverend  Linn  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines 


C.  Richardson  Speaker 

Communion  Leader 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  will  hold  their  Ninth 
Annual  Meeting  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  September  17  and 
18,  1982.  Mrs.  Nell  Read,  Conference  President  will  convene  the  assembly  at  1:00 
p.m.,  September  17.  The  opening  session  will  begin  with  a  Service  of  Holy 
Communion,  written  and  led  by  the  Reverend  Linn  C.  Richardson  of  Dallas. 

Dr.  J  Harry  Haines.  Associate  General  Secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  will  speak  at  the  evening  banquet  to  be  held  at  the  Hilton  Inn,  and  again  at 
the  Saturday  morning  session.  The  theme  at  this  Annual  Meeting  is,  “Called  to  Grow 
Into  A  Global  Community."  Dr.  Haines’  addresses  are  entitled,  “Committed  Locally- 
Living  Globally"  and  “A  World  Without  Hunger."  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  will  be 
in  attendance  and  will  introduce  Dr.  Haines.  Former  national  and  world  missionaries 
now  living  in  Louisiana  will  also  be  honored  at  the  Friday  banquet. 

United  Methodists  throughout  the  state  are  invited  and  urged  to  attend  this  timely 
meeting. 


As  b  ury  of  Lafayette 


Entering  Building  Program 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Lafayette  began  an  expansion  of  its 
church  facilities  with  a  groundbreaking 
ceremony  recently.  The  building 
program  will  include  a  new 
administrative  office  building  and  adult 
Sunday  School  class  rooms.  Renovation 
of  the  present  office  space  will  allow  for 
other  class  and  choir  facilities. 
Remodeling  of  the  narthex  area  will  also 
include  the  creation  of  a  new  faceted 
glass  window  reaching  from  the  roof 


peak  to  ground  level. 

Pictured  above  are  Lynn  Stallings, 
Administrative  Board  Chairman;  Leland 
Culligan,  Building  Committee  member; 
Charles  Langford,  Associate  Minister; 
Horace  Rickey,  Building  Contractor;  L. 
Ray  Branton,  Senior  Minister;  Morgan 
Hall,  Charter  Member;  and  Moses 
Jackson,  District  Superintendent,  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  District.  Not  available 
for  the  picture  was  Roy  Naumann, 
Chairperson  of  the  Building  Committee. 


The  R.  L.  Terry’s  Honored 
at  an  ‘ Appreciation  Tea' 


The  Mattie  Lucius  Cain  Bible  Class  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
DeRidder  hosted  “An  Appreciation  Tea" 
honoring  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Terry  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  August  15,  in  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Vivian  W.  Nelson. 

The  occasion  was  to  recognize  their 
years  of  commitment  and  dedication  to 
the  church  and  Sunday  school  class.  Mr 
Terry  has  served  diligently  for  eight 
years  as  the  class  president-  Mrs.  Terry 
has  played  a  fine  role  as  she  has  assisted 


him  continuously  throughout  his  tenure 
in  maintaining  an  outstanding  record.  An 
appropriate  gift  and  an  original  poem 
entitled  "Our  Tribute"  were  presented  to 
the  honorees  by  the  class  membership. 

Members  of  the  house  party  included 
Miss  Ted  Cole,  Mesdames  Ellen  Lytle, 
Virginia  Sumrall,  Frances  Reynolds, 
Perna  Rathburn,  Jackie  McGrede, 
Patricia  Lane  and  Vivian  W.  Nelson. 
Special  out  of  town  guests  were  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Norman  Smith  of  Lake  Charles,  La. 


The  Reverend  John  M.  Lee.  his  son  John  C.,  and  his  daughter  Cynthia  all  had  one 
thing  in  common  this  summer  —  they  all  three  GRADUATED.  The  Reverend  Lee 
received  his  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  from  Drew  University.  John  received  a  B.A. 
from  North  Louisiana  University  in  Music  Education,  and  Cindy  received  her  B.S.  in 
Business  from  Centenary  College. 

Congratulations! 


All  in  the  Family 
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Nuclear  war  survival:  tragically  illogical 


It  would  be  humorous  if  it  were  not  so 
tragically  foolish  and  dangerous.  “It"  is 
the  announcement  that  a  plan  has  been 
developed  by  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  to 
attempt  continued  mail  delivery 
following  a  nuclear  war. 

The  details  of  the  plan  are  spelled  out 
in  a  16-chapter  manual.  Its  provisions 
include,  for  example,  retired  mail 
carriers  being  pressed  back  into  service 
and  all  packages  being  screened  for 
radioactivity.  Millions  of  “change  of 
address"  forms  are  stockpiled  and  ready 
to  be  used  by  persons  who  are  displaced 
following  an  attack. 

Change  of  address  indeed!  It  is  almost 


as  if  the  plan’s  designers  believe  we 
could  experience  a  nuclear  exchange  one 
day  and  then  expect  to  emerge  the  next 
day  from  our  fallout  shelters,  or  return 
from  our  “safe  sanctuary"  in  rural 
areas,  and  say  cheerily:  “Well,  let's  get 
on  with  life  from  here! " 

This  “contingency”  plan  is  but  the 
latest  evidence  of  a  growing  belief 
among  governmental  leaders  that  a 
“limited”  nuclear  war  is  both  possible 
and  "survivable”  —  even  to  the  ludicrous 
extent  that  mail  could  be  delivered  as 
usual.  There  appears  to  be  no  recognition 
among  such  planners  that  a  nuclear 
attack  almost  inevitably  would  be 


Destruction  of  life  gives  urgency 
to  President’s  Mideast  peace  plan 


Two  months  after  the  fighting  stopped 
in  the  Falkland  Islands,  reports  indicate 
that  the  brief  and  limited  military 
conflict  in  that  previously  tranquil  area 
has  left  life  there  in  disarray. 

Millions  of  rounds  of  live  ammunition 
and  thousands  of  mines  in  fields,  on 
roadways  and  in  waterways  have  made 
the  Islanders  virtual  prisoners  in  their 
homes  and  villages.  The  lingering  fear  of 
renewed  hostilities  has  dictated  a  long¬ 
term  military  presence  larger  than  the 
islands’  civilian  population  of  1,800. 
These  and  other  negative  after-effects  of 
the  British  military  victory'  over  Argentina 
serve  as  stark  reminders  that  even  a 
limited  war  seriously  reduces  the  quality 
of  life  for  those  on  whose  land  it  is  fought. 

The  just-concluded  war  in  Lebanon 
offers  an  even  more  dramatic  example  of 
the  same  point  —  a  land  and  people  are 
decimated  to  an  extent  that  “liberation" 
from  foreign  forces  will  be  difficult  to 
enjoy,  even  if  it  is  eventually  achieved. 

Given  the  carnage,  suffering  and 
extended  disruption  of  life  that  are 
consistently  caused  by  even  brief  wars 
involving  conventional  weapons  with 
relatively  limited  destructive  power,  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  how  any  world  leader 
can  seriously  contemplate  and  speak 
about  a  “limited  nuclear  war”  as  an 
acceptable  possibility  (see  preceding 
editorial).  The  disruption  of  life  such  a 
war  would  create  is  difficult  even  to 
imagine,  much  less  describe. 

Those  who  possess  the  ability  to  alter 
the  future  of  all  life  on  this  planet  —  for 
better  or  for  worse  —  have  an  awesome 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


responsibility  to  identify  and  pursue 
ways  which  will  lessen  hostilities  and 
lead  to  peace.  After  consistently 
pursuing  a  policy  which  has  heightened 
world  tensions,  increased  reliance  on 
military  might  and  sought  to  make  the 
idea  of  “limited  nuclear  war”  seem 
plausible,  the  Reagan  Administration 
should  now  be  commended  for  recent 
efforts  to  reduce  tensions  and  play  the 
role  of  peace-maker  in  the  Middle  East. 
The  patient  and  persistent  diplomacy  of 
President  Reagan’s  special  envoy,  Philip 
Habib,  produced  an  extremely  difficult 
negotiated  settlement  in  Lebanon.  The 
significance  of  that  agreement  as  a  step 
toward  peace  is  likely  never  to  be  fully 
appreciated  because  of  the  massive 
destruction  of  property  and  lives  which 
was  taking  place  during  the  negotiations. 

President  Reagan’s  strong  subsequent 
reaffirmation  of  the  Camp  David 
accords,  and  his  forceful  call  for  all 
parties  in  the  Middle  East  to  turn  their 
attention  from  the  battlefield  to  the 
negotiating  table,  exemplify  the  finest 
possible  use  of  our  nation’s  power. 

As  followers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  we 
should  support  President  Reagan  in  his 
insistence  that  a  “just  and  lasting  peace” 
between  “Israel  and  her  neighbors” 
cannot  be  produced  with  military  might 
alone.  We  believe  our  nation's  leaders,  as 
well  as  the  leaders  of  other  nations 
around  the  world,  should  be  urged  to 
recognize  that  this  assertion  is  likewise 
true  in  relation  to  virtually  every 
situation  where  tension  exists  between 
people  and  nations. 


followed  by  a  nuclear  counterattack. 
Given  the  sophisticated  technology  and 
nuclear  “overkill"  capacity  possessed  by 
both  the  U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R.,  such  a 
nuclear  exchange  would  amount  to  an  at¬ 
tack  on  all  humanity.  It  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  any  form  of  life  as  we  know  it 
would  survive. 

An  identifiable  progression  of  logic  — 
or  more  accurately,  illogic  —  has  led  to 
the  development  of  such  plans.  It 
develops  something  like  this:  since  the 
U.S.  and  the  U.S.S.R.  both  have  nuclear 
weapons  and  are  adversaries,  a  nuclear 
war  could  happen.  Since  such  a  war 
could  develop,  it  probably  will.  Therefore 
we  must  seek  to  limit  the  scope  of  such  a 
war,  and  make  the  necessary  prepara¬ 
tions  to  survive  when  it  does  occur.  Each 
step  makes  it  more  likely  that  the 
thought  will  become  parent  of  the  act, 
and  that  what  could  happen  will  happen. 

What  is  almost  totally  ignored  in  this 
progression  of  thought  is  the  unlikely 
possibility  of  limiting  a  nuclear 
confrontation  to  a  single  attack  or 
exchange.  An  all-out  nuclear  war 
between  the  superpowers  would  almost 
inevitably  follow  any  “first  use”  of 
nuclear  weapons  by  either  side.  Most 
naive  of  all  is  the  notion  that  enough  of 
society’s  basic  structure  would  survive 
even  a  “limited”  nuclear  attack  to  make, 
such  mundane  activities  as  mail  delivery 
a  priority  concern  during  its  aftermath. 

It  is  one  thing  to  contend  that  our 
nation  must  maintain  a  credible  stock¬ 
pile  of  nuclear  bombs  and  delivery 
systems  in  order  to  deter  an  attack  by 
any  adversary.  It  is  something  else  to 
develop  “game  plans”  for  surviving  a 
nuclear  exchange.  Such  thinking  can 
only  serve  to  increase  —  not  deter  —  the 
likelihood  of  such  an  exchange. 

Persons  wishing  to  lessen  the 
probability  of  nuclear  holocaust  need  to 
call  upon  our  nation’s  political  and 
military  leaders  to  abandon  such  foolish 
thinking  and  face  up  to  reality. 

We  who  identify  ourselves  as  Chris¬ 
tians  bear  a  special  responsibility  to 
search  for  and  advocate  the  conditions 
which  make  for  peace.  We  are  not 
absolutely  certain  we  know  the  mind  of 
Christ  in  relation  to  the  various  theories 
of  nuclear  deterrence.  We  do  feel  certain 
that  our  Lord  would  judge  very  harshly 
the  thought-patterns  and  actions  of  those 
who  are  seeking  to  make  us  accept  the 
plausibility  of  an  ultimate  breach  in  our 
stewardship  of  the  gift  of  life  God  has 
entrusted  to  us. 


Here  I  Stand 

UM Finance,  Field  Service 
can  help  your  church 
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Lamar  Smith 


By  LAMAR  E.  SMITH 

“When  E.  F.  Hutton  talks  ...”  We  all 
listen  because  Mr.  Hutton  “talks 
money.”  We  are  interested  in  our  own 
money.  We  are  interested  in  Christians 
being  good  stewards  of  their  own  money 
—  and  the  church’s  money. 

The  responsible 
stewardship  of  one’s  f 
money  brings  great 
satisfaction  to  many 
United  Methodists. 

Many  others  do  not 
receive  these  bless¬ 
ings  because  of  the 
timidity,  inexpertise,  or  ineffectiveness 
of  leaders  in  their  local  churches. 

This  article  is  written  for  these  local 
church  leaders  —  both  lay  and  clergy. 

The  local  church  I  serve  recently 
completed  another  Stewardship 
Crusade.  Our  congregation  of  1,960 
members  has  pledged  $727,276.  (Last 
year,  we  pledged  $326,000).  Just  over 
$400,000  was  pledged  to  the  1982 
renovations,  the  purchase  of  a  new 
parsonage,  furnishings,  etc. 

Although  many  of  us  worked  on  the 
Crusade,  the  major  credit  goes  to  the 
Finance  and  Field  Service  of  the 
National  Division  of  our  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


My  Witness 

We  can  either  trust  God  to  care 


for 


our  resources  or  we  can  t 


By  MILTON  GOULD 

There  is  a  mood  in  our  midst.  It  is  not  a 
new  mood,  but  it  is  increasingly 
prevalent.  It  is  the  mood  of  withdraw, 
conserve  and  protect.  It  is  a  mood  of 
defensiveness,  self-preoccupation  and 
preservation.  It  is  a  type  of  conservatism 
floating  on  a  sea  of  fear.  It  is  in  the  world, 
national  politics,  business  and  labor.  It  is 
in  cities,  towns,  and  villages  across  our 
nation.  And,  worst  of  all,  it  is  in  our 
churches. 

A  balanced  conservatism  is  healthy, 
but  conservatism  based  on  fear  is  not.  It 
is  sin  of  the  worst  kind.  It  is  sin  because 
we  withdraw  and  conserve  out  of  a  sense 
of  fear,  rather  than  out  of  faith  in  God. 
Such  fear  says  that  faith  is  naive.  It  says 
faith  in  God  is  not  practical.  Such  fear 
bases  its  faith  on  the  economy,  the 
inflation  rate,  the  crops,  the  weather, 
and  the  actions  of  OPEC. 


Israeli’s  ‘biblical’  claim  to  Holy  Land  challenged 


To  the  Editor: 

Sam  Miller’s  August  20  letter  head¬ 
lined  “Mideast  and  the  Bible”  saying 
that  to  believe  in  the  Bible  is  to  accept 
Israel’s  claim  to  the  Holy  Land  is 
incredibly  naive.  Unfortunately,  his 
position  is  shared  by  many  misguided 
Christians. 

The  New  Testament  clearly  teaches 
that  the  church  is  now  the  “new”  Israel, 
that  Christians  are  the  true  descendants 
of  Abraham,  that  one  has  to  accept  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  as  the  Messiah  in  order  to  be 
an  heir  to  the  promises  made  to 
Abraham’s  descendants  in  the  Old 
Testament.  In  support  of  this  statement, 
I  would  refer  you  to  (1)  the  parable  of  the 
Foolish  Rebellion  in  Matt.  21:33-43; 

(2)  Romans  9:6-13  where  Paul  argues 
that  in  order  to  be  a  true  Israelite  one 
must  believe  in  Christ;  (3)  Gal.  6:16 
where  Paul  refers  to  those  who  have  been 
freed  of  the  Jewish  law  as  “the  Israel  of 
God”;  and  (4)  I  Pet  2:5,  9-10  where 
Christians  are  called  God’s  new  Holy 
People. 


REPORTER 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III;  Business:  William 
C.  Strickland,  Circulation  Director; 
Ken  Thornton,  Comptroller. 
Conference  Editions:  Donald  Small, 
Assistant  Editor;  Local  Editions: 
John  Lehman,  Assistant  Editor; 
Editorial:  Sharon  Mielke,  Managing 
Editor;  Dan  Louis,  Roy  Beck  and 
John  Lovelace,  Associate  Editors; 
Garlinda  Burton,  Staff  Writer; 
Production:  George  Wilhelm, 
Manager;  Cecil  Copeland,  Data 
Processing  and  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  •  USPS9S4500 ) 
is  owned  by  the  United  .Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  and  published  weekly  by 
the  Newspaper  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
CommunicaUons  Council.  2S20  W.  Commerce  SU. 
Dallas.  Texas  75212.  as  a  conUnuation  of  the  128- 
year  publishing  tradition  of  the.  Texas  Methodist 
newspaper.  The  Reporter  maintains  no  official 
relationship  to  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  or  to  any  of  the  denomination's 
general  boards  or  agencies,  but  does  serve  as  the 
official  publication  for  42  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  which  publish  special 
regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent 
editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing  its  readers 
with  a  broad  spectrum  of  informaUon  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism  of  views 
held  by  United  Methodism's  membership. 
Editorial  opinions  expressed  are  not  necessarily 
those  of  the  publisher  or  of  the  conferences 
served  by  the  Reporter,  but  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed 
letters  and  articles  of  opinion  appearing  in  the 
Reporter  reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not 
necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff. 
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If  the  present  Jewish  nation  that  calls 
itself  Israel  is  the  true  Israel,  then  the 
New  Testament  is  false.  If  the  church  is 
the  new  Israel  then  the  nation  by  that 
name  in  the  Middle  East  is  a  fraud.  To  be 
a  true  child  of  Abraham  means 
acceptance  of  Christ.  Therefore,  Arabs 
who  believe  in  Christ  have  a  greater 
claim  to  the  Holy  Land  than  Jews  if  the 
New  Testament  witness  to  Jesus  is  the 
truth. 

It  also  bothers  me  that  in  the  present 
day  nation  of  Israel,  it  is  against  the  law 
to  witness  for  Christ  or  to  evangelize. 
One  may  worship  Jesus,  but  not  attempt 
to  win  a  Jewish  citizen  for  him.  This  is 
punishable  by  a  jail  sentence.  How  can 
one  love  the  Risen  Lord  without 
witnessing  for  Him  wherever  one  may  be 
to  whoever  will  listen?  How  can  one 
support  a  nation  that  would  imprison  a 
Christian  for  practicing  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission? 

Robert  James 
Rochester,  Pennsylvania 

Biblical  literalism 
repudiated 

To  the  Editor: 

A  letter  headlined  "Mideast  and  the 
Bible”  (UMR,  Aug.  20)  stated  that  “The 
Bible  says  that  God  promised  all  the  land 
between  the  Nile  and  the  Euphrates 
Rivers  to  Abraham  and  his  descendants 
forever." 

It  referred  to  an  earlier  letter  head¬ 
lined  “Israel’s  treatment  of  Palestinians 
rapped"  (UMR,  July  23)  noting  that  the 
Arabs  who  occupy  some  of  the  land  have 
a  right  to  it.  The  second  correspondent 
asks,  “Do  we  believe  the  Bible,  or  don’t 
we?"  Of  course,  he  means  a  belief  in 
every  word  literally. 

To  people  who  ask  this  question  of  us,  it 
is  about  time  that  we  Christians 
answered  an  emphatic,  “We  don’t!  ” 

I  continue  to  wonder  what  those  people 
do  with  Matthew  5:21-48.  There  Jesus 
repudiated  a  literal  interpretation  of  six 
Jewish  traditions,  five  of  them  directly 
out  of  the  Old  Testament. 

Charles  W.  Tryon 
La  Verne,  California 

Reporter’s  MFSA 
coverage  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  hope  M.  Garlinda  Burton’s  editorial 
perception  headlined  "Social  action 
should  have  clear-cut  Christian  goals,” 
(UMR,  July  23)  that  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action’s  National 
Assembly  acted  in  a  “hurried”  manner 
will  not  keep  readers  of  the  Reporter 
from  noticing  what  we  actually  said 
about  the  Eddie  James  Carthan  case, 
and  why  we  made  such  a  statement. 

A  principal  issue  raised  by  the  Federa¬ 
tion’s  resolution  was  that  official  United 
Methodist  Church  response  has  focused 
almost  exclusively  on  the  procedures 
followed  by  the  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  For  this 
reason,  we  stated  a  concern  for  the  issues 
of  justice  involved  in  the  Carthan  case. 
MFSA  is  not  alone  in  finding  the  circum¬ 


stances  of  Carthan ’s  fraud  conviction 
and  indictment  for  murder  “highly  ques¬ 
tionable.”  In  response  to  the  findings  of 
its  own  investigative  work,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  governing  board  on 
May  14,  1982  issued  a  statement  to  that 
effect.  The  Commission  on  Religion  in 
Appalachia  showed  a  broader  concern 
with  its  statement:  “We  see  in  this  case  a 
serious  threat  to  Black  political  rights, 
and  therefore  to  us  all." 

Because  the  Federation  recognises  the 
systemic  nature  of  racism  and  its  not- 
always-obvious  effects  on  all  persons  and 
systems,  we  did  call  upon  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  to  investi¬ 
gate  “racism  which  may  be  involved  in 
the  actions  of  the  Mississippi  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  other  church  agencies." 
Because  the  historical,  political,  and 
economic  background  out  of  which  the 
Carthan  case  emerged  is  complicated, 
we  did  urge  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  to  educate  and  inform  its 
constituency  about  the  case.  We  further 
appointed  our  own  team  to  monitor 
developments  so  that  the  Federation’s 
own  constituency  can  respond  appro¬ 
priately. 

It  is  MFSA’s  belief  that  United  Method¬ 
ist  Voluntary  Service,  in  supporting  the 
United  League  of  Holmes  County  in 
seeking  justice  for  Eddie  James  Carthan 
and  the  Tchula  Seven,  acted  in  good  faith 
and  with  courage  for  “dignity  and  justice 
among  persons  and  communities."  That 
fulfills  the  National  Division’s  Discip¬ 
linary  mandate.  More  importantly,  it  is 
faithful  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  It 
is  our  continuing  concern  that  neither  our 
church’s  commitment  to  justice,  nor  our 
ability  to  act  when  justice  issues  become 
very  concrete,  be  compromised  or  ob¬ 
scured. 

Jean  Cramer-Heuerman 
Peoria,  Illinois 

Diversity  of  gifts 
in  UMC  celebrated 

To  the  Editor : 

I  celebrate  the  diversity  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

If  it  were  not  for  our  diversity  of  gifts 
we  would  not  have  the  whole  Gospel. 

If  one  person  or  one  group  would 
possess  of  all  the  gifts  it  would  be  like  a 
little  child  on  Christmas  who  received 
all  that  he  ever  wanted  and  more  and 
then  didn’t  know  what  to  do  with  them 
and  in  time  grew  bored. 

Robert  Frost  seems  to  have  reflected 
my  feelings  when  he  said,  “There  is  a 
good  deal  of  God  in  everything  we 
do  .  .  .”  I’d  be  afraid,  though,  of  any  one 
religion  being  the  whole  thing  in  one 
country,  because  there  would  probably 
come  a  day  when  they  would  take  me 
down  to  the  cellar  and  torture  me  —  just 
for  my  own  good. 

Marjorie  Johnson 
Rockford,  Illinois 

It’s  time  to  rethink 
titles  we  use 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  Duane  Smith  for 
exposing  in  writing  the  flagrant  misuse 


of  honorary  doctorate  degrees  in  his 
letter  headlined  “Our  use  of  honorary 
degrees  is  hypocrisy”  (UMR, "Aug.  20).  He 
said  it  well!  It’s  time  to  re-think  the  titles 
and  terminology  we  use.  Let’s  clarify 
who’s  who  and  why ! 

Marjorie  Seevers 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

UMW  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

So,  Evangelicals  insist  we  need  to  redo 
the  Board  of  Mission  in  the  article  head¬ 
lined  “Global  Ministries  restructure  pro¬ 
posed"  (UMR,  Aug.  13).  They  don’t  like 
the  Women’s  Division  or  the  cooperative 
style  of  mission  that  careful  study  shows 
is  relevant  to  the  world  as  it  is. 

As  a  descendant  of  pacifist  Europeans 
and  American  Indians,  I’m  tom  between 
peaceful  settlement  and  going  on  the 
warpath.  However,  United  Methodist 
Women  are  proud  of  pluralism  and  our 
women  who  study,  worship  and  give 
willingly  to  support  a  group  effort  we 
believe  in.  If  we  can’t  believe  in  our 
board,  we’ll  have  to  take  our  wampum 
and  regroup  to  fulfill  our  purpose  —  to  be 
in  Mission  where  women  and  children 
need  us. 

We  all  get  a  voice  in  the  decisions  made 
by  our  board  through  a  democratic 
process.  I  don’t  think  any  tactics  will 
silence  our  women.  We  believe  in  each 
other  and  our  purpose.  We  believe  we 
must  listen  to  all  the  voices,  but  go  with 
the  majority.  It’s  interesting  that  women 
who  are  “different"  manage  to  be  heard. 
I’m  voting  my  vote  to  keep  our  fairness 
and  stay  with  our  own  people  who  give  so 
tirelessly  for  no  pay. 

Jo  Daugherty 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

Questions  raised 
for  Dr.  Hunter 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  article  on  Dr.  George 
G.  Hunter’s  address  to  the  Central 
Pennsylvania  Conference  (see  UMR, 
August  6).  I  am  a  member  of  this  con¬ 
ference  and  heard  Dr.  Hunter  make  this 
address. 

I  had  questions  then,  and  I  have  them 
now.  It  seems  to  me,  that  his  principles 
are  representative  of  the  Church  Growth 
Movement. 

The  big  question  in  my  mind  is  related 
to  the  idea  that  a  congregation  should 
seek  out  primarily  its  own  kind  of  church 
growth.  Whatever  happened  to  the  old 
idea  that  the  “ground  is  level  at  the  foot 
of  the  cross?”  We  should  seek  out  our 
own  kind,  but  we  must  be  universal  in  our 
seeking  of  people.  This  principle  should 
go  for  the  local  church. 

History  teaches  that  the  crowd  is  not 
always  right.  The  Old  Testament 
prophets  were  not  very  popular  in  their 
own  times.  The  old  saying  that  “the  only 
kind  of  prophets  that  people  like  are  dead 
ones"  is  probably  still  true. 

What  I  am  trying  to  say  is  that  truth  is 
more  important  than  success. 

Jason  Hollopeter 
Selinsgrove,  Pennsylvania 


Such  fear  spawns  a  kind  of  atheism  — 
Decause  fear  rules  and  becomes  our 
master.  Because  of  it,  we  fail  to  put  our 
faith  and  trust  in  God,  and  act  as  though 
God  doesn’t  exist.  At  least  it  makes  us 
act  as  though  God  can  do  nothing  to  help 
us,  so  we  withdraw  and  try  to  defend  our¬ 
selves  in  our  own  strength.  We  conserve 
rather  than  draw  upon  God’s  resources. 

What  about  faith?  Faith  is  not  naivete. 
Faith  still  recognizes  the  problems  con¬ 
fronting  us,  but  faith  does  not  shrink 
back  in  fear.  It  doesn’t  withdraw  and 
become  defensive.  Faith  recognizes  Who 
is  the  source  of  our  power,  and  Who  it  is 
that  gives  us  victory.  Jesus  said,  “In  the 
world  you  will  have  tribulation,  but  fear 
not,  I  have  overcome  the  world."  (John 
16:33)  “For  whatever  is  born  of  God 
overcomes  the  world;  and  this  is  the 
victory  that  has  overcome  the  world— our 
faith.  And  who  is  the  one  who  overcomes 
the  world?  He  who  believes  that  Jesus  is 
the  Son  of  God  ’’  (I  John  5:4,5). 

Hard  times  are  a  time  of  testing  and 
discipline.  Is  your  faith  real?  Or  is  it  good 
only  for  the  good  times?  If  God  can’t 
enable  us  to  go  on  victoriously  in  hard 
times,  then  He  isn’t  my  God.  Nor  is  He 
the  God  revealed  in  Scriptures  and  in 
Jesus  Christ. 

You  say  you  believe  in  Jesus!  You  say 
you  are  a  Christian!  You  say  you  have 
faith!  Then  demonstrate  your  faith  by 
reaching  out  into  the  world  in  the  name  of 
Christ.  Don’t  let  the  world  of  tribulation 
and  fear  dictate  your  faith,  your  church’s 
ministry,  finances  and  mission  in  the 
world.  Don’t  let  the  urge  to  withdraw, 
conserve  and  protect  turn  your  Chris¬ 
tianity  into  a  form  of  atheism. 

What  is  the  bottom  line?  The  bottom 
line  is  we  can  either  trust  God  to  provide 
for  our  material,  financial  and  spiritual 
resources,  as  we  are  obedient  to  Him,  or 
we  can’t.  He  can  either  make  us 
victorious  in  the  midst  of  the  worst  of 
circumstances,  or  He  can’t.  I  say  God 
can  hold  up  His  end  of  the  bargain,  if  we 
will  do  our  part.  If  we  can’t  trust  God  to 
come  through,  then  fearing,  withdrawing 
and  being  protective  won’t  help.  What  do 
you  say?  I’m  ready  to  put  my  actions 
where  my  faith  is.  How  atout  you? 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor  is  Milton 
Gould,  senior  pastor  of  the  Huntington 
County  South  Parish,  Warren,  Indiana 
(North  Indiana  Conference). 


The  excellent  work  of  the  Finance  and 
Field-  Service  office  deserves  greater 
attention  across  our  denomination.  The 
availability  of  this  Service  needs  to  be 
known  by  every  United  Methodist 
minister  who  is  interested  in  helping 
his/her  members  understand  the  biblical 
concepts  of  stewardship  and  in 
developing  the  stewardship  potential  of 
the  congregation. 

The  Finance  and  Field  Service  is  a 
United  Methodist  program.  The  Field 
Representatives  are  UM  ministers.  The 
administrators  are  UM  ministers.  And 
although  their  services  are  occasionally 
used  by  others,  their  sole  purpose  of 
existence  is  to  help  United  Methodist 
churches,  annual  conferences  and 
institutions  develop  improved  steward¬ 
ship  habits  among  their  constituencies. 

The  Finance  and  Field  Service  is  non¬ 
profit.  Those  it  serves  pay  for  the  service 
with  a  minimal  percentage  of  the  amount 
pledged  and/or  raised  during  the 
campaign. 

Although  each  program  is  designed  for 
each  congregation,  equally  good  results 
can  be  expected  by  churches  of  every 
size  from  the  Field  Service’s  time-tested 
plan. 

Upon  contacting  the  Finance  and  Field 
Service,  we  received  the  following: 

(1) A  visit  from  one  of  the 
professionals  on  the  staff.  He  studied  and 
analyzed  the  budget  of  our  church,  the 
giving  habits  of  our  members,  and  our 
needs.  He  met  with  our  leaders, 
explaining  the  program,  the  costs,  and 
the  expected  results.  He  also  met  with 
our  Administrative  Board  and  went  into 
great  detail  about  the  history  and  the 
record  of  the  Service,  as  well  as  costs, 
etc. 

(2)  A  visit  by  the  thoroughly  trained 
professional  Field  Representative  who, 
with  his  wife,  would  be  on  hand  to  lead 
the  intensive  phase  of  our  Crusade.  He 
counseled  us  concerning  setting  goals 
and  the  costs  in  time  and  energy. 

(3)  A  packet  of  information,  forms, 
requirements,  and  instructions  for  the 
preparation  of  a  successful  Crusade. 
Thorough  office  work  is  vitally 
important. 

(4)  As  the  time  for  the  10-day 
intensive  phase  of  the  Crusade  came,  our 
Field  Representative  joined  our  church’s 
ministerial  staff,  preached  excellent 
stewardship  sermons  on  two  Sundays, 
and  instructed  and  inspired  the  members 
who  were  to  make  visits  for  pledges . 

(5)  Leadership  was  provided  in 
receiving,  counting  and  filing  the  pledges 
that  came  in,  as  well  as  a  plan  for 
collecting  the  money  pledged. 

The  Finance  and  Field  Service  has  led 
Crusades  for  one  Annual  Conference  and 
two  local  churches  where  I  was  serving. 
The  success  of  the  Crusades  and1 'the 
many  “side  benefits”  have  convinced  me 
that  the  Field  Service  is  worthy  of  our 
praise  and  support. 

To  put  it  bluntly,  the  Finance  and  Field 
Service  can  help  your  local  church  raise 
money.  And  the  “side  benefits?"  The 
church  will  have  a  far  better  feeling 
about  itself  and  its  future.  It  will  be  more 
positive  and  optimistic  about  its  mission. 
And  it  will  serve  more  effectively  and 
decisively  than  before. 

(The  Finance  and  Field  Service  of  the 
National  Division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
may  be  contacted  in  writing  at  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  316,  New  York 
10115.  You  may  call  at  212/768-6078.) 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Lamar  E.  Smith,  is  the  senior  pastor  of 
the  First  UMC  in  Conroe.  Texas  (Texas 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"Here  I  Stand,  ”  The  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas.  Texas  75222. 


BASIC 

BENEVOLENCE 


BUILDING 

BLOCKS 


That’s  one  way  to  define  gifts  to  World  Service,  the  basic 
benevolence  fund  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
People  —  children,  youth  and  adults  —  are  the  mortar 
which  supports  and  strengthens  World  Service  minis¬ 
tries  at  h<^me  and  around  the  globe. 

Remember  —  your  church's  apportioned  gifts  to  World 
Service  meet  mental,  physical  and  spiritual  needs! 

For  additional  information  contact  United  Methodist 
Communications,  1200  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  II  80201. 
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Church  analyst  says  trends  need  serious  attention 

Low  number  of  men  and  big  churches  is  major  problem  in  UMC ,  district  and  conference  leaders  told 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  New  United  Methodist 
leaders  were  briefed  last  week  by  a  long¬ 
time  observer  on  the  changing  trends 
in  the  church  and  in  the  social  culture 
for  which  they  must  be  prepared  to  deal 
creatively. 

Among  the  trends  are  “an  alarming 
shrinkage”  in  the  number  of  congrega¬ 
tions  having  more  than  1,000  members, 
the  radical  change  in  attitude  toward 
divorced  clergy  and  the  increasing  “fem¬ 
inization”  of  the  church. 

Large  congregations  ‘shrinking’ 

The  Rev.  Lyle  Schaller,  a  parish  con¬ 
sultant,  researcher  and  author  well  known 
to  many  United  Methodists  noted  that  in 
the  last  decade  the  number  of  congre¬ 
gations  having  more  than  1,000  members 
has  dropped  (30  percent)  from  2,100  such 
churches  to  1,400.  This  was  coupled  with 
a  net  loss  of  between  five  and  six  thousand 
congregations  since  1968,  he  said. 

“We  are  milking  but  not  feeding  or 
nurturing  our  larger  churches,”  Dr. 
Schaller  concluded. 

Yet  his  research  and  that  of  others 
indicates  that  parents  and  never- 
married  folks  are  showing  up  in 
disproportionately  large  numbers  in  our 
larger  churches,  he  said.  “What  these 
folks  are  buying,  we’re  offering  less  and 
less  of.”  He  urged  leaders  to  give 
attention  to  the  nurturing  of  larger 
congregations  as  well  as  the  starting  of 
new  congregations. 

He  was  addressing  some  130  newly- 


elected  or  appointed  church  leaders  here 
during  a  week  of  training.  The  sessions 
are  held  annually  for  new  district 
superintendents  and  annual  conference 
council  on  ministries  directors. 

Dr.  Schaller  said  that  “the  biggest 
single  change”  of  the  last  decade  is  the 
acceptance  by  United  Methodist  lay 
people  of  divorced  pastors.  He  attributes 
this  radical  change  in  attitude  toward 
divorced  clergy  simply  to  the  fact  that 
“an  awful  lot  of  lay  people  have  divorced 
or  have  a  son  or  daughter  who  has 
divorced.” 

He  said  this  radical  turnaround  on 
divorce  has  gone  so  far,  in  at  least  one 
congregation  of  another  denomination, 
that  a  divorced  pastor  was  found 
preferable  because  this  experience  — 
common  among  the  congregation’s 
members  —  was  seen  as  an  asset  to  his 
ministry,  not  a  drawback. 

Where  are  the  men? 

The  trend  that  “most  concerns"  Dr. 
Scahller,  a  United  Methodist  affiliated 
with  the  Yokefellow  Institute  in 
Richmond,  Ind.,  however,  is  the 
"feminization”  of  the  denomination.  He 
said  it  is  a  phenomenon  common  to 
almost  all  denominations  and  not  just 
United  Methodism. 

While  the  general  population  is  about 
53  percent  female  and  47  percent  male,  in 
the  United  Methodist  churches  on 
Sunday  morning,  60  to  62  percent  of  the 
worshippers  are  female  and  38  to  40 
percent  are  male. 

What  most  disturbs  him,  Dr.  Schaller 
told  the  Reporter,  is  that  “nobody  is 


taking  this  seriously  or  attempting  to 
find  out  why  this  is  happening.”  He  said 
he  suspects  one  reason  is  that  local 
congregations  usually  offer  women  more 
“entry  points”  —  places  where  they  can 
become  involved  —  than  they  offer  men. 

He  challenged  the  new  conference 
program  directors  and  district 
superintendents  here  to  find  out  “where 
are  all  the  men?” 

Influx  of  Roman  Catholics 

Dr.  Schaller  said  congregations  are 
discovering  that  “more  and  more  people 
are  coming  into  United  Methodism  from  a 
no-church  or  non-Protestant  background 
and  especially  Roman  Catholic.  ” 

It  is  a  challenge  for  congregations  to 
assimilate  so  many  persons  with  no 
experience  or  a  very  different  church 
experience,  he  said.  Leaders  are 
wondering,  “Are  we  going  to  change 
them?”  or  “Are  they  going  to  change 
us?" 

A  related  phenomenon  is  an 
increasing  number  of  seminarians 
training  for  local  church  ministry  who 
have  never  been  members  of  a  local 
church.  Dr.  Schaller  reported. 

He  said  that  “more  and  more 
seminarians  are  coming  from  the 
parachurch  movements  (such  as  Young 
Life,  Campus  Crusade,  etc.)  “Because  of 
their  relationship  with  the  parachurch 
group,  their  call  to  the  ministry  and 
subsequent  enrollment  in  seminary,  may 
never  have  included  an  ongoing  local 
church  experience. 

Dr.  Schaller  quoted  the  president  of 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary  as 


saying  that  unless  these  persons  get 
involved  in  a  congregation  during 
seminary  —  generally  not  a  requirement 
because  there  are  seminary  chapel 
services  and  programs  —  that  “We  are 


turning  out  pastors  who’ve  never  been  to 
church.” 

Another  trend  related  to  today’s 
seminary  students  is  that  they  tend  to 
have  come  from  middle  to  large-size 
congregations.  “They  have  never 
experienced  a  small-size  congregation 
before  they  are  sent  to  one  as  their  first 
appointment.  They  are  usually  not 
prepared  to  understand  the  big 
differences  that  exist  between 
congregations  of  different  sizes,”  he 
said. 

Dr.  Schaller  suggested  a  classification 
system  based  on  size  to  the  new  church 
leaders.  He  also  suggested  several  other 
ways  they  might  classify  congregations 
in  order  to  better  understand  “the 
reality”  before  them.  He  believes 
classification  on  the  basis  of 
geographical  location  —  one  of  the 
standard  ways  UMs  talk  about 
congregations  —  is  not  very  helpful.  On 


the  other  hand,  he  said.  size,  age  of  the 
church  and  composition  (for  instance, 
preponderance  of  families  as  opposed  to 
single  persons,  a  prevailing  theological 
viewpoint,  etc.)  can  better  help  church 


leaders  understand  who  they  are  trying 
to  lead. 

Noting  several  social  trends  which 
have  implications  for  the  church,  Dr. 
Schaller  said  "there  has  been  radical 
change  across  the  whole  social  spectrum 
in  how  people  spend  their  discretionary 
time." 

One  development,  he  said,  is  an 
enormous  increase  in  interest  in  Bible 
study. 

“I  think  we  may  have  more  adult 
males  engaged  in  serious  Bible  study 
than  ever  in  history,"  he  said.  He  related 
this  to  widespread  interest  in  continuing 
education,  in  physical  fitness,  wellness 
and  other  popular  uses  of  leisure  time. 

Sense  of  obligation  declines 

At  the  same  time,  he  said,  “there  is  a 
decline  in  the  sense  of  intergenerational 
obligations”  in  society.  Dr.  Schaller  said 


this  trend  partly  explains  the  problem 
with  Social  Security,  with  the  church’s 
pension  program  and  the  Sunday 
schools.  "It  used  to  be  assumed  that  a 
given  generation  had  obligations  to  the 
one  that  went  before  it  and  to  the  one 
coming  after  it.  This  has  changed.  No 
longer  are  people  without  children,  for 
example,  as  willing  to  teach  children's 
Sunday  School  classes.  ” 

The  failure  of  the  media  and 
particularly  television,  to  display  respect 
for  social  institutions  such  as  the  church, 
school,  and  police,  was  also  noted  as  a 
social  trend  but  one  which  shows  some 
signs  of  being  reversed. 

Dr.  Schaller  reported  that  "denomina¬ 
tional  loyalty”  and  seeing  the  denomi¬ 
nation  as  “a  family”  have  also  declined. 

Lay  people,  he  said,  expect  their 
church : 

•  To  “give  much  greater  emphasis  to 
missions."  In  case  after  case,  both  in  the 
UMC  and  in  other  Protestant  churches, 
he  reported  that  mission  goals  are 
almost  always  exceeded  in  appeals  for 
capital  funds. 

•  To  put  the  congregation's  interests 
first  and  “preacher  protection”  second. 

•  To  be  a  helper  and  servant,  not  an 
adversary. 

•  Not  to  manipulate  them  or  make 
them  feel  manipulated. 

•  Not  to  spring  surprises  on  them. 
“Church  members  want  stable, 
consistent  relationships  with  the  general 
church." 

•  To  affirm  their  congregation,  not 
reprimand  it. 


4  What  folks  are  buying, 
United  Methodism  is 
offering  less  and  less  of.’ 
—Lyle  E.  Schaller 


n 

4  • 1 

jk~  * 


4 


Annual  training  for  new  connectional  officers 


Superintendents  described  as 


iglue 9  in  total  church 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  —  A  fresh  supply  of  those 
who  make  up  the  “glue”  widely  credited 
with  holding  the  United  Methodist 
“connection"  together  were  in  Nashville 
last  week  for  initiation  and  training  in 
how  to  function  effectively. 

The  103  district  superintendents 
appointed  this  year  by  the  UMC’s  bishops 
—  about  one-fifth  of  the  total  force  of 
540  superintendents  —  and  25  annual 
conference  council  on  Ministries 
directors,  about  one-third  of  the  total, 
were  frequently  described  here  as  “the 
glue”  or  “the  key  link"  holding  together 
United  Methodist  congregations,  annual 
conferences  and  national  church 
agencies  and  ipstitutions. 

.  JiWithout  the  district  superintendents, 
we  would  be  a  ‘congregational’  denomi¬ 
nation  and  not  a  ‘connection,’  ”  said  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Reed  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  (La.)  district.  “We  maintain  the 
connection;  we  represent  the  general 
church,  the  bishop  and  the  conference  in 
every  local  congregation  under  our 
supervision”  (usually  50-60). 

Together  with  the  bishop,  the  district 


superintendents  and  conference  council 
director  are  an  annual  conference’s 
“management  team." 

Leaders  expected  to  lead 

Most  of  all,  United  Methodists  expect 
their  leaders  to  lead,  not  just  be 
shepherds  or  pastors,  Dr.  Lyle  Schaller 
told  the  group  (see  related  stories 
elsewhere  on  this  page ) . 

Leaders  initiate,  direct,  guide,  and 
transform.  He  said  in  the  Christian 
church  the  basic  compensation  is 
sacrifice,  not  economic  rewards. 

Dr.  Schaller  suggested  that  what  local 
congregati'ons  look  for  in  a  district 
superintendent  is  (1)  openers  with  “a 
minimum  of  secrets,”  (2)  ability  to 
“listen,  and  listen  and  listen,"  and 
(3)  “a  willingness  to  be  used.” 

Dr.  Schaller  said  lay  members  look  for 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  to 
be  an  up-to-date  clearing  house  for 
“models  that  work,"  and,  “program¬ 
ming  for  the  local  church  agenda,”  not 
the  annual  conference  agenda. 

While  most  of  the  new  church  leaders 
are  personally  convinced  that  these  are 


vital  roles,  many  admitted  they  had  often 
questioned  why  the  church  needs  such 
persons  and  what  they  do  for  local 
congregations. 

Basically  supervisors 

“We’re  supervisors,  basically,”  said 
the  Rev.  Richard  Thornburg, 
superintendent  of  the  Norwalk  (Conn.) 
district  in  the  New  York  conference. 
“Lay  people  know  what  supervision 
means,  even  if  they  may  not  know 
exactly  what  we  do.  ” 

During  their  five  days  of  training  —  or, 
as  Bishop  Dwight  Loder  styles  it, 
“equipping  God’s  people.”  —  together 
and  separately  the  two  groups  of  new 
leaders  were  drilled  in  their  responsi¬ 
bilities. 

Each  morning  they  searched  the 
scriptures  for  models  and  direction  for 
those  charged  with  leading  the  church, 
examining  the  meaning  of  “the  ministry 
of  all  Christians”  and  of  the  spiritual 
gifts  necessary  for  accomplishing  their 
task. 

Here  is  what  the  district  leaders  were 
told  they  are  expected  to  provide  for 


local  congregations: 

“The  district  superintendent  assures 
our  members  that  they  will  have  a 
minister  and  that  there  can  be  changes  in 
ministerial  leadership  without  the 
trauma  of  hiring  or  the  pain  of  firing  a 
pastor,”  said  Bishop  Dwight  Loder  of  the 
church’s  West  Ohio  Area. 

United  Methodist  ministers  are 
appointed  by  the  bishop,  but  it  is  the 
district  superintendent  who  does  the 
legwork  that  must  precede  each 
appointment.  That  includes  consulting 
with  the  congregation  as  to  its  goals  and 
leadership  needs,  finding  a  “match” 
among  the  pool  of  available  ministers, 
arranging  a  meeting  to  test  the  proposed 
*‘ match”  and  either  confirmrfig  the  new 
arrangement  or  starting  all  over  if  it 
doesn’t  work. 

Matching  churches  and  ministers  — 
the  appointment  making  process  — 
probably  takes  up  to  40  percent  of  the 
district  superintendent’s  time,  said  the 
Rev.  David  Lawson  of  South  Indiana, 
who  recently  completed  a  six-year  term 
on  a  district  and  was  one  of  leaders  of  the 
training  event. 


Better  use  of  church  volunteers  described 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE  —  Ninety-nine  percent  of 
United  Methodism’s  “ministers”  are  not 
paid.  They  are  laypersons  in  volunteer 
ministries.  At  least  that  is  what  one  of  the 
foremost  authorities  in  volunteer 
management  told  a  group  of  church 
leaders  here  last  week  (see  related 
articles  on  this  page). 

She  was  talking  to  a  room  full  of  newly- 
appointed  United  Methodist  district 
superintendents  and  conference  council 
directors. 

She  noted  that  most  of  her  work  had 
been  with  pastors  and  local  church 
volunteer  groups  who  always  told  her 
they  wished  she  would  train  their  bosses. 
She  told  them  they  were  leaders  in 
positions  of  power  who  can  make  things 
happen  and  can  demonstrate  a 
leadership  style  that  helps  others 
succeed. 

'  The  “most  abused’’  styles  of 
leadership  in  the  church  are  “the  boss” 
(who  makes  all  the  decisions)  and  "the 
doer”  (who  does  everything  singlehand- 
edly).  She  recommended  they  be 
“enablers”  —  persons  who  help  others 
Succeed  in  using  their  gifts  and  talents  in 
ministry. 

But  the  church  is  doing  “a  terrible  job” 


of  mobilizing  the  whole  body  of  Christ  for 
ministry.  “There  are  whole  pews  full  of 
members  who  are  not  functioning  while 
we  are  burning  out  the  pillars  by 
overloading  them  with  work,”  said 
Marlene  Wilson,  a  Boulder,  Colo., 
management  trainer  and  author. 

And,  she  added,  people  from  both 
groups  are  leaving  our  churches:  “The 
pillars  burn  out  and  the  pew  sitters  say, 
‘I’m  not  needed  here.’  ’’ 

Ms.  Wilson  said  management  skills 
from  the  corporate  world  can  be 
translated  successfully  into  the 
recruitment  and  management  of 
volunteers  in  the  church. 

“The  biggest  problem  is  that  church 
leaders  assume  that  because  they  don’t 
pay  they  have  no  right  to  demand 
accountability  or  to  match  the  right 
person  with  the  right  job." 

She  said  former  church  volunteers  can 
be  found  doing  ministry  in  all  sorts  of 
other  organizations.  Here  .  are  the 
reasons  why  they  left : 

•  Most  volunteer  ministry  jobs  in  the 
church  are  not  clearly  defined;  there  are 
no  job  descriptions.  "People  want  to 
know  what  they  are  being  asked  to  say 
‘yes’  to  because  their  lives  are  busy  and 
complex,”  Ms.  Wilson  said.  “They  have 


to  know  what  is  involved." 

•  New  and  creative  ideas  are  often 
squelched  by  either  “We  never  do  that 
here”  or  “We  always  do  it  that  way.” 

“Don't  squelch  ideas  or  reject  them  out 
of  hand;  listen,”  she  admonished. 

•  Limited  kinds  of  skills  are  offered 
and  the  slots  to  be  filled  never  seem  to 
change.  “If  we  are  serious  about 
discovering  a  member’s  gifts,  we  also 
have  to  be  serious  about  using  them," 
she  said. 

“We  officially  reject  talent  every  year 
by  the  way  most  churches  use  time  and 
talent  sheets,”  Ms.  Wilson  said.  “People 
fill  out  the  sheets  and  wait  to  be  called 
upon;  nobody  ever  calls.  The  message 
that  comes  through  is,  ‘I  don’t  have  a 
talent  they  need.'  Follow  up  on  these  or 
forget  them,"  she  advised. 

•  The  myth  prevails  that  volunteers 
always  get  to  do  what  they  volunteer  for, 
she  said.  “Recruitment"  is  an  invitation 
to  talk  about  one’s  talents  with  an 
appropriate  person  and  “make  a 
match.  You  don’t  have  to  let  people  do 
whatever  they  check.” 

•  “We’re  poor  delegators;  we  don’t 
share  work  creatively”  in  church  volun¬ 
teer  ministries.  The  “do-it-all-yourself 
manager”  gives  volunteers  little  sense 


of  mission,  completion  or  growth. 

•  The  positions  we’re  filling  get  more 
attention  than  the  people  filling  them. 
She  described  such  methods  as  “the 
buffalo-herd  recruitment  method”  which 
is  the  equivalent  of  charging  into  the 
herd  and  lassoing  anything  that  lags.  Or, 
there  is  the  “phone  call  desperation” 
method  or  “you  owe  me  one”  method  or 
“the  guilt”  method  (God  will  get  you  if 
you  don’t). 

“All  we  are  asking  with  these  methods 
is  for  a  ‘yes’  or  ‘no.’  We’re  not  asking 
people  to  share  what  they  can  do,  or  what 
they  want  to  learn  or  where  they  are 
called  to  grow,"  Ms.  Wilson  said. 

•  Recruitment  frequently  is  taken 
seriously  only  when  there  are  slots  to  fill. 
Ms.  Wilson  said  our  recruitment  system 
should  be  designed  so  that  we  are 
continually  interviewing  and  training 
people.  “Some  churches  are  hiring  a 
volunteer  coordinator  instead  of  a  second 
pastor,"  a  person  who  enables  the 
ministry  of  the  church’s  members  by 
helping  them  find  their  talents  and  a 
creative  place  to  use  them. 

“Let’s  be  more  intentional,"  she  said 
about  mobilizing  the  ministry  of  the 
whole  body  of  Christ. 

- SHARON  MIELKE 


Love  Puppets’  share  ministry  of  outreach 


LUFKIN.  Texas  —  Members  of  a  15-person  youth  puppet  ministry  troupe  from 
Keltys  and  Redland  United  Methodist  churches  here  mugged  for  the  camera  shortly 
before  their  debut  performance  at  a  local  nursing  home  earlier  this  summer.  The 
puppet  ministry,  organized  and  directed  by  the  Rev.  Larry  Morrison  of  Keltys  UMC. 


began  practicing  in  April.  The  ministry  provides  hope  and  encouragement  to  its 
audiences,  said  Dr.  Morrison.  The  troupe  has  several  other  performances  yet  this 
year  and  plans  to  tour  next  summer. 


Another  big  chunk  of  the  district 
superintendent’s  time  is  devoted  to 
conducting  “charge  conferences,”  or 
United  Methodist  congregations’  annual 
meetings  of  the  most  inclusive  governing 
body  of  the  local  church. 

One  expected  outcome  of  the  charge 
conference  is  that  each  congregation  will 
identify  its  goals  for  ministry  during  the 
coming  year. 

This  is  also  when  congregations 
approve  their  “fair  share  apportion¬ 
ment”  to  support  annual  conference  and 
general  church  programs. 

District  superintendents  are  expected 
to  be  well  informed  about,  able  to 
interpret  and  to  answer  questions  about 
all  funds  spent  beyond  the  local  church. 

“Questions  are  sure  to  be  asked  and 
sometimes  heated  questions,”  the 
newcomers  were  warned  by  the  Rev. 
Lloyd  Knox  of  the  Miami  (Fla.)  district. 
“If  you  lose  your  cool  in  a  charge 
conference,  it  is  likely  you  will  never  be 
effective  in  that  church  again.” 

Legal  safeguards  checked 

Among  the  other  items  that  district 
superintendents  check  regularly  in  order 
to  protect  UM  congregations  are  the 
bonding  of  local  church  treasurers,  the 
adequacy  of  property  insurance,  legal 
deeds  and  the  official  audit  of  church 
accounts. 

“We’re  essentially  the  church  officials 
charged  with  legal  responsibility,”  said 
Dr.  Thornburg.  “Most  of  our  legal 
tangles  have  occurred  because  these 
things  were  not  cared  for  by  district 
superintendents.” 

Other  legal  representatives  include 
following  prescribed  procedures  to 
abandon  church  property,  the  purchase 
of  building  sites  in  conjunction  with  the 
district  building  committee,  approving 
renovation  or  remodelling  projects,  and 
keeping  personnel  records. 

Sometimes  there  are  “ineffective 
rascals"  among  a  superintendent’s 
group  of  ministers.  Procedures  for  exit, 
termination  or  bringing  charges  must 
strictly  conform  to  church  law.  Dr. 
Thornburg  warned.  “Personnel  files 
must  be  open;  entries  must  be  docu¬ 
mented"  to  prevent  suits  being  brought 
against  the  denomination  by  disgruntled 
former  members  of  the  clergy. 

“The  district  superintendent  has  to  take 
charge  of  new  church  development,” 
said  the  Rev.  Charles  Kirsch  of  Columbus, 
Ohio.  “We  can’t  wait  for  the  general 
church  or  the  annual  conference  to  get 
around  to  doing  it.  We  have  to  be 
imaginative  and  ‘unashamed  askers.’  ” 


“I  think  United  Methodist  members 
are  waiting  for  us  to  ask  for  capital  funds 
to  start  new  congregations  and  are 
wondering  why  on  earth  we’re  not 
asking,”  Mr.  Kirsch  said 

This  opinion  was  enthusiastically 
received  with  some  suggesting  that 
perhaps  “new  church  development” 
should  become  the  UMC’s  “missional 
priority”  during  the  1985-88  quad- 
rennium. 

Evaluating  all  the  time 

“Evaluation  is  a  large  part  of  what  we 
do,"  said  the  Rev.  Barbara  Troxell  of  the 
Golden  Gate  (California)  district.  “We 
evaluate  ministers,  local  churches, 
dist&ct  programs  and  lay  leadership 
continually.  It’s  part  of  what  we  re  here 
to  do.” 

In  1980,  the  General  Conference  made 
an  annual  evaluation  of  UM  ministers, 
with  lay  participation,  a  requirement  for 
continuing  in  the  ministry.  This  has 
stirred  considerable  controversy  (see 
follow-up  story  on  this  issue  next  week) 
but  experienced  superintendents  here 
expressed  the  belief  that  the  uproar  is 
largely  superfluous:  “The  only  thing  new 
is  that  now  the  congregation  participates 
and  the  clergy  have  some  role  in  deciding 
on  the  criteria,  instead  of  the 
responsibility  being  left  entirely  to  the 
superintendents  and  the  bishop." 

Training  a  district  function 

Each  district  superintendents  also  has 
responsibility  for  oversight  over 
district  council  on  ministries  which 
being  relatively  close  to  local  churches, 
is  expected  to  know  what  they  need 

“What  the  district  council  does  best," 
according  to  the  Rev.  Wesley  Crompton 
of  the  Wyoming  Annual  Conference,  “is 
to  identify  and  train  lay  leadership  for 
local  church  and/or  district  duties. 

District  leaders  also  inform  the 
conference  Council  on  Ministries 
director  of  their  program  needs.  The 
director,  in  turn,  coordinates  suggestions 
for  program  with  the  bishop,  the 
superintendents  and  the  conference 
boards  and  agencies. 

Mr.  Lawson,  who  has  been  both  a 
council  director  and  district 
superintendent  says,  “Nobody  knows  as 
much  about  the  church  in  the  annual 
conference  as  the  conference  council 
director." 

However,  he  said,  the  church  is  still 
trying  to  figure  out  who  and  what  to  do 
with  the  church’s  Councils  On  Ministries. 
“After  all,  we’ve  only  been  around  for  20 
years." 

-SHARON  MIELKE 
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FORD  PHILPOT  TOURS  [ 

798  Cindy  Blair  Way  \ 

Lexington.  Ky.  40503 
Ph  (606)277-5913  ) 
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the  church  today... 


Mexican  Methodists 
re-elect  Bishop  Ruiz 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  leading 
spokesperson  for  Methodism  in  Latin 
America  has  again  been  named  bishop  in 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Mexico  after 
four  years  out  of  office,  according  to 
word  received  here  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

He  is  the  Rev.  Alejandro  Ruiz,  60,  who 
has  already  served  12  years  as  bishop, 
two-thirds  of  it  as  leader  of  the  whole 
church. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Central  Annual 
Conference  July  28-Aug.  1  Bishop  Ruiz 
was  elected  on  the  seventh  ballot  He 
defeated  the  incumbent  Bishop  Ulises 
Hernandez. 

Bicentennial  to  feature 
hymn-writing  contest 

DALLAS  (UMNS)  -  The  1984 
celebration  of  the  Bicentennial  of 
American  Methodism  will  include  a 
hymn-writing  contest  to  be  sponsored  by 
the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  the  Other  Arts. 


The  contest  was  endorsed  here  by  the 
United  Methodist  Bicentennial  Commit¬ 
tee  chaired  by  Bishop  D.  Frederick 
Wertz,  Washington,  D.  C. 

According  to  Janet  Lee,  Clawson, 
Mich.,  president  of  the  Fellowship,  the 
hymns  will  be  judged  on  text  or  text  and 
original  tune.  Announcement  of  the 
winning  hymn  will  be  made  at 
“Foundations  ’83,"  the  Fellowship’s 
biennial  convocation  to  be  held  in  Dallas 
July  3-9,  1983.  Entries  may  be  submitted 
to  Patty  Evans,  the  Fellowship’s 
executive  secretary,  P.O.  Box  25328, 
Dallas,  Texas  75225  before  Feb.  1, 1983. 

The  Bicentennial  Committee  also  plans 
to  ask  the  Board  of  Discipleship  to 
coordinate  an  art  contest  with  selected 
pieces  to  be  on  display  at  the  1984 
General  Conference  in  Baltimore. 

Woman’s  discrimination  case 
dismissed  by  U.S.  court 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  (UMNS)  -  A  legal 
suit  against  the  South  Carolina  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  charging  age, 
sex  and  racial  discrimination  has  been 
dropped  by  a  U.S.  district  court  judge. 


Marian  Jones,  a  56-year-old  black 
woman,  filed  suit  in  April,  1982,  asking 
for  $100,000  in  punitive  and 
compensatory  damages.  She  was 
associate  director  of  the  council  from 
1973  until  her  job  and  the  job  held  by  a 
white  clergyman  were  phased  out  in  1980. 

Judge  Clyde  Hamilton  dismissed  the 
lawsuit  partly  because  Ms.  Jones  filed 
too  late  after  her  dismissal.  Council 
attorneys  also  asked  the  judge  to  dismiss 
the  charges  because  the  council  does  not 
employ  enough  people  to  be  sued  under 
Title  VII  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act. 

Ms.  Jones  said  she  did  not  file  suit 
earlier  because  she  wanted  to  go  through 
church  channels  before  going  to  a  civil 
court.  She  appealed  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
which  said  it  found  no  racism  in  her 
dismissal  and  to  the  denomination’s 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women.  The  latter  group  found  the 
council  "deficient  in  its  past  and  current 
employment  practices,”  problems  which 
Council  on  Ministries  Director  A.  Mickey 
Fisher  says  have  been  corrected. 


Korean,  English  congregations  share  unique  tri-pastorate 


NORTH  BETHESDA.  Md.  —  Members  of  an  unusual  tri-pastorate  greeted 
parishioners  following  recent  joint  services  by  a  Korean  United  Methodist 
congregation  and  its  English-language  counterpart.  Ministers  from  left  are  the 
Rev.  Harold  G.  Johnson,  the  Rev.  Gave  S.  Smith,  and  the  Rev.  Suk  Kyu  Park. 
Congregations  of  Potomac  Korean  UMC  and  of  North  Bethesda  UMC  normally 


hold  simultaneous  worship  services  in  the  North  Bethesda  fellowship  hall  and 
sanctuary.  A  reception  honoring  Ms.  Smith's  ordination  as  an  elder  followed  the 
joint  worship  service  at  which  Mr.  Park  delivered  the  sermon  in  Korean  and 
English  and  hymns  were  sung  in  both  languages. 

BALTIMORE  CONFERENCE  REPORTER  PHOTOS  BY  DEAN  R.  THOMPSON 


‘Stimulant’  approved 
for  church  emphasis 
on  peace  with  justice 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  A  plan  to 
"stimulate’’  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  “peace  with  justice”  program 
was  approved  here  recently  by  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  executive  committee. 

Submitted  by  the  Rev.  Rodney  Shaw,  a 
former  staff  executive  of  the  board,  the 
proposal  promises  the  program  will  be 
carried  out  for  the  remainder  of  the  1981- 
84  quadrennium  at  no  cost  to  the  board. 

The  peace  with  justice  emphasis  was 
approved  by  the  1980  General  Conference 
as  a  special  program  of  the  church  and 
assigned  to  the  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety.  No  special  funding  was  provided, 
and  the  board  has  not  been  able  to  under¬ 
write  it  from  its  regular  budget. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  to  serve  as  program 
director  and  be  responsible  for  raising  all 
money  necessary  to  underwrite  an 
estimated  annual  budget  of  $180,000.  This 
amount  would  cover  salaries  for  a  “core 
staff”  of  a  national  fieldworker,  an 
administrative  secretary,  and  a  resource 
person,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Shaw,  as  well 
as  related  expenses  and  operational  and 
administrative  costs. 

The  proposal  calls  for  the  first  year’s 
expenses  being  subscribed  prior  to  the 
staff  taking  its  place  with  the  board.  The 
latter  would  determine  the  exact  budget 


UM  bishops  focus  on  4  spiritual  formation’ 

Reagan’s  Palestinian  plea  lauded 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  bishops  —  whose 
call  for  increased  Bible  study  over  the 
past  two  years  is  credited  with  an 
upsurge  in  that  activity  across  the 
denomination  —  plan  to  focus  their 
attention  on  spiritual  formation  and 
church  growth  this  fall. 

Those  subjects  will  be  the  special 
“emphasis”  when  the  active  and  retired 
bishops  gather  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 
during  November  for  their  regular  semi¬ 
annual  meeting. 

“It  is  evident  that  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  Methodism  is  being  expressed  in 
the  movement  known  as  the  ‘discipline  of 
spiritual  formation,’  ”  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  told  the  Reporter. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Council  of 
Bishops’  Executive  Committee  here 
last  week  called  on  United  Methodists 
to  "let  President  Reagan  know  of 
their  support  for  his  announced  intent 
of  pursuing  vigorous  diplomatic 


efforts  to  achieve  a  comprehensive 
agreement  leading  to  self-rule  for  the 
Palestinian  people.” 

The  bishops’  call  came  before  Mr. 
Reagan’s  nationally-televised  plea  for 
creation  of  a  Palestinian  state. 


The  bishops’  committee  also  asked 
United  Methodists  to  "respond 
generously”  to  the  Emergency  Call 
for  Relief  in  Lebanon  made  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief. 


The  bishops  “will  be  examining  this 
whole  new  exciting  movement  now 
beginning  to  permeate  all  our  churches.” 

It  is  important  for  the  bishops  to 
become  involved  in  this  because  the  “call 
to  deeper  consideration  of  spiritual 
formation  is  a  pastoral  one”  and 
“bishops  are  the  chief  shepherds  of  our 
entire  denomination,”  Bishop  Crutchfield 
said. 


The  “emphasis”  was  chosen  last  week 
during  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  13-member  Executive 
Committee  in  San  Francisco. 

That  committee  includes  the  officers  of 
the  council  and  one  bishop  from  each  of 
the  church’s  five  U.S.  regions  and  one 
from  the  non-U.S.  annual  conferences. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  of  Houston  noted 
that  church  growth  and  spiritual 


formation  are  not  the  same  but  that  they 
are  related. 

“The  church’s  basic  claim  on  the 
allegiance  of  its  members  is  a  spiritual 
one  .  .  .  The  development  of  spiritual 
dimensions  to  the  church  and  the 
enrichment  of  the  lives  of  millions  of 
professing  Christians  is  clearly 
dependent  upon  the  themes  we  will  be 
discussing  in  Birmingham,”  the  bishop 


Judicial  Council  faces  two  church  law  issues 


LOUISVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Questions  of 
church  law  related  to  two  widely 
publicized  controversies  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  use  of  funds  by 
national  boards  of  the  church  and  sexual 
orientation  of  clergy  candidates  —  are 
among  major  issues  scheduled  to  be  on 
the  docket  of  the  denomination’s  Judicial 
Council  when  it  meets  Oct.  27-30  here. 

The  funding  question  comes  from  the 
North  Mississippi  Conference  where  the 
National  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  sent  money  to  aid  in 
the  legal  defense  of  a  controversial  black 
former  mayor  in  that  state.  The  Judicial 
Council  is  being  asked  to  declare  the 
meaning  and  application  of  a  paragraph 
in  the  Book  of  Discipline  prescribing 
consultation  with  local  church  officials 
when  general  church  funds  are  used  by  a 
national  agency  in  an  annual  conference 
(see  UMR  Aug.  20  for  latest  action  on 
that  subject). 

The  sexuality  issue  is  being  brought  to 


the  court  by  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference.  At  question  is  a  ruling  by 
Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  at  the  1982 
session  that,  under  the  "Book  of 
Discipline,”  an  annual  conference  has 
the  right  to  determine  an  individual’s 
eligibility  for  election  to  full  membership 
in  the  conference  and  ordination  to 
elder’s  orders. 

Bishop  Wheatley  has  been  at  the  center 
of  a  controversy  since  he  appointed  an 
avowed  homosexual  minister  to  a  parish 
in  Denver  nearly  a  year  ago. 

Charges  that  he  violated  the  doctrinal 
standards  and  order  and  discipline  of  the 
church  were  brought  by  groups  of  United 
Methodists  in  Georgia,  Texas  and 
Colorado,  but  a  Western  Jurisdiction 
Committee  on  Investigation  said  it  found 
no  “reasonable  grounds”  for  such 
accusations. 

The  Rev.  Richard  A.  Vickery  Jr., 
Denver,  secretary  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  told  United  Meth¬ 


odist  News  Service  the  request  for  a 
Judicial  Council  decision  on  the 
conference’s  right  to  determine 
ministerial  qualifications  was  not  in 
reference  to  any  particular  individual 
since  no  charges  of  “same-sex”  orienta¬ 
tion  had  been  brought  against  any  of  the 
1982  candidates  for  ministerial  orders. 

In  all,  the  proposed  docket  for  the 
autumn  meeting  of  the  church’s 
“Supreme  Court”  released  by  the  Rev. 
Hoover  Rupert,  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
secretary  of  the  panel,  includes  11  items. 
The  council  is  made  up  of  nine  members, 
headed  by  Tom  Matheny,  Hammond,  La. 

Included  is  a  request  from  the  Council 
of  Bishops  as  to  the  authority  of  a 
Jurisdictional  College  of  Bishops  to  fix 
boundaries  of  episcopal  areas;  an  appeal 
from  the  West  Virginia  Conference  on  a 
bishop’s  ruling  concerning  parsonage 
and/or  housing  allowances  for  both 
members  of  a  clergy  couple;  and  appeal 
from  the  Wyoming  Conference  on  a 


ruling  concerning  compensation  and 
pension  credit  to  a  minister  on  special 
appointment.  Open  hearings  are  expected 
in  at  least  three  of  the  cases. 


said.  “The  church  is  coming  back  to  its 
priorities.” 

The  term  “spiritual  formation”  has 
come  into  increasing  use  in  the 
denomination  during  the  last  three  or 
four  years. 

The  Rev.  Albert  Outler,  a  widely- 
known  United  Methodist  theologian,  has 
explained  that  the  term  comes  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  tradition  and  that  it 
describes  the  efforts  of  individuals  to  call 
on  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  through 
the  church,  sacraments,  meditative 
reflection,  prayer  and  contemplation. 
United  Methodists  involved  in  this 
pursuit  also  utilize  the  traditional 
Protestant  "piety”  resources  of 
scripture  and  self-discipline,  according 
to  Dr.  Outler. 

Last  January,  Dr.  Outler  told  the 
Reporter  that  he  believes  a  major  surge 
of  spiritual  renewal  is  taking  place 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Although  the  renewal  is  occurring 
primarily  at  the  grassroots  level,  he  said, 
it  probably  cannot  be  sustained  unless 
denominational  leaders  such  as  bishops 
“rush  to  the  front  and  say,  ‘This  parade 
needs  a  leader.'  ” 


and  generally  have  oversight  of  the 
program. 

Implementation  of  the  plan  is  set  for  • 
not  later  than  Jan.  1,  1983,  or  earlier  if  ! 
financing  permits. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  expects  the  funds  to  ‘ 
come  from  private  individuals  and 
foundations.  “This  will  by  no  means  be 
an  every-church  visitation,”  he  told  Unit-  . 
ed  Methodist  News  Service. 

Many  believe  in  church 

Many  individuals  who  are  expected  to 
be  interested  in  contributing  are  not  even  . 
United  Methodists,  he  said,  but  “believe  } 
the  church  is  an  effective  instrument  for 
change.” 

As  outlined  to  the  Church  and  Society 
executive  committee,  the  program  would 
seek  to  make  changes  in  U.S.  foreign 
policy  from  “one  based  on  peace  through  ; 
arms  to  one  based  on  peace  through  ; 
justice,  cooperation  and  international 
order.”  Assistance  would  be  provided 
to  annual  conferences  in  implementing 
peace  with  justice  themes  ;  closer  liaison 
among  church  and  secular  groups  would 
be  built;  and  reconciliation  “rather  than 
confrontation"  would  be  practiced  with 
those  who  seek  peace  and  security 
primarily  through  arms. 

Mr.  Shaw,  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  j 
Annual  Conference,  was  on  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  staff  from  1961  to 
1971,  working  mainly  in  the  field  of  arms 
control  and  disarmament.  In  the  late 
1960s  he  organized  within  the  board  a 
population  department  and  that  led  to  his 
founding  12  years  ago  the  Population 
Institute. 

Funds  outside  regular  channels 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp,  Springfield, 
Ill.,  president  of  the  board,  said  that 
“since  the  General  Conference  did  not 
fund  this  program,  and  yet  it  increasingly 
has  become  crucial  to  the  life  of  the 
church  and  society,  we  have  attempted 
to  find  in  this  way  a  method  of  raising 
funds  outside  traditional  church  channels. 

“We  recognize  that  many  things  are 
happening  in  annual  conferences, 
districts  and  local  churches  in  this  arena, 
but  we  do  need  the  ability  to  coordinate 
and  stimulate  them.” 

A  missionary  couple  familiar  with  the  . 
physical  and  psychological  effects  of 
conventional  and  atomic  warfare  are 
the  second  Peace  with  Justice  coordina- ; 
tors  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  j 

The  Rev.  Harold  and  Margaret-; 
Rickard,  who  spent  29  years  in  Okinawa; 
and  Japan,  began  serving  in  the  Denver; 
Area  July  1. 

The  first  Peace  with  Justice 
coordinators  were  Walter  F.  and  Louise 
Durst,  who  began  their  assignment  in 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  last  Fall. 


DOES  YOUR 
PASTOR  HAVE  TO 
PASS  THE  HAT  TO 
GETA  RAISE? 


to  prepare  lay  address 


Team  named 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)  —  First  plans  for 
the  laity  address  at  the  1984  General 
Conference  were  made  here  Aug.  27-29 
by  a  20-member  panel  of  lay  persons. 

Chaired  by  Judge  J.  Taylor  Phillips, 
Macon,  Ga„  the  planners  chose  four 
presenters,  developed  an  outline,  and 
delegated  writing  assignments  to  11 
members  of  the  group. 

The  40-minute  laity  address  is 
scheduled  for  Wednesday,  May  2, 1984,  at 
the  Civic  Center  in  Baltimore,  site  of  the 
quadrennial  conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  first  laity  address 
was  given  at  the  1980  General  Conference 
to  parallel  the  traditional  episcopal 
address.  Purpose  of  the  speech  is  to  iden¬ 


tify  and  stress  the  equal  responsibility  of 
laity  and  clergy  for  continued  growth  and 
development  of  the  church. 

Chosen  as  presenters  were:  Ramon 
Lopez,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas;  Judge 
Phillips;  Sue  Guzman,  Wisconsin 
Rapids,  Wis.;  and  Olive  Quickel, 
Lancaster,  Pa.  Elected  secretary  of  the 
group  was  Denise  Lewis,  Ruleville,  Miss. 

The  National  Association  of  Annual 
Conference  Lay  leaders  had  been  asked 
by  the  1980  General  Conference  to  create 
the  planning  group  for  the  1984  address. 
They  were  instructed  to  pay  special 
attention  to  representation  by  sex,  race, 
and  geographic  location. 

A  list  of  nominees  was  provided  by 


various  groups  from  which  persons  were 
chosen  by  the  association.  The  groups 
are:  United  Methodist  Women, 
Association  of  Conference  Presidents  of 
United  Methodist  Men,  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization,  and  Association 
of  Conference  Lay  Leaders. 

The  group  includes  nine  women,  10 
men,  four  blacks,  two  Hispanics,  one 
native  American,  and  one  Asian 
American.  All  jurisdictions  and  16  of  the 
73  annual  conferences  are  represented. 

John  T.  Lundy,  Board  of  Discipleship 
staff  member,  is  consultant  to  the  group, 
and  Neil  Fisher  of  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill., 
is  theological  adviser. 


Please  rush  me  _ 
clergy  pay. 

Rev.  □  Mr.  □  Ms.  □ 


copies  of  your  report  on 


Mail  to:  Ministers  Life,  Dept.  J 
Ministers  Life  Building 
Minneapolis,  MN  55416 


UM  982 


When  a  minister  doesn’t 
come  right  out  and 
ask  for  a  raise  in  pay, 
the  church  board 
may  assume  that  the 
pay  arrangement  is 
adequate  and/or  that 
the  minister  is 
satisfied  with  it. 

They  may  not 
realize  that  the  combi¬ 
nation  of  salary,  house, 
car  and  other  allow¬ 
ances  can  actually  add 
up  to  an  unfairly  low 
compensation  package. 

Yet,  the  subject  of 
compensation  is  one 
that  many  ministers 
are  embarrassed  to  talk  about. 

They  either  feel  that  Providence  will  take 
care  of  them,  in  which  case  it  seems 
“presumptuous”  to  ask  the  church  board  for 
more  money. 

Or  they  feel  that  asking  for  a  raise  reveals 


an  unseemly  interest 
in  material  things  — 
even  if  their  income 
is  demonstrably 
inadequate  by  today’s 
inflationary  standards. 

But  the  facts  are 
that,  through  carefully 
examining  tax  implica¬ 
tions  and  other  factors, 
a  congregation 
can  often  upgrade  its 
minister’s  total 
compensation  package 
without  increasing 
the  church’s  budget. 

To  encourage 
more  frank  and  open 
discussions  on  this 
subject  —based  on  facts  and  figures  instead 
of  guesses  and  hunches— Ministers  Life 
offers  a  new  report  on  clergy  compensation. 

It’s  free,  so  send  the  coupon  today,  or  call 
1-800-328-6124  (ext.  303).  In  Minnesota, 
call  (612)  927-7131  (ext.  303). 
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Two  Named  To 
Positions  At  Centenary 


Anita  Martin 


Dr.  Donald  Webb  has  announced  the 
appointment  of  two  positions  at 
Centenary  College.  Thomas  D.  DeVries 
was  named  to  the  position  of  Associate 
Director  of  the  Centenary  School  of 
Church  Careers.  Anita  Martin  was 
named  to  the  position  of  Assistant 
Director  of  Admissions  for  CSCC. 

DeVries  is  a  native  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan,  and  a  summa  cum  laude 
graduate  of  Central  College  in  Pella, 
Iowa.  He  attended  New  Brunswick 
Theological  Seminary  where  he  was 
awarded  the  Augustus  G.  Sandham 
Award  for  3  consecutive  years.  This 
award  is  given  to  honor  the  student 
achieving  the  highest  academic  standing 
in  the  class. 

DeVries  has  worked  in  substance 
abuse  and  medical  centers,  the  Church, 
Faith-at-Work,  Inc.,  Felician  College, 


Thomas  D.  DeVries 


and  last  summer  for  the  Maryknoll 
MiSsioners  in  Tanzania,  East  Africa.  He 
comes  to  Centenary  from  Orange,  New 
Jersey,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Team  Ministry  for  Our  Lady  of  the 
Valley  Parish. 

As  Associate  Director  of  CSCC, 
DeVries  will  supervise  the  student’s  field 
education  program  and  co-ordinate  the 
small  group  component  where  students 
begin  to  integrate  all  that  they  are 
learning. 

Mrs.  Martin  is  a  1980  cum  laude 
graduate  of  Centenary  College  where  she 
earned  her  degree  in  Christian 
Education.  She  has  served  as  an 
admissions  counselor  at  Centenary  since 
1980  and  was  named  Assistant  Director 
of  Admissions  in  1981. 

An  active  member  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  Mrs.  Martin  has 
served  as  pianist,  youth  director, 
Director  of  Christian  Education, 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference,  and 
chairperson  of  Communications  Work 
Area. 


Book  Relays  Personal  Grief 

In  1980,  lawyer/theologian  William 
Stringfellow  experienced  the  loss  of  his 
closest  friend  and  companion,  poet 
Anthony  Towne.  Totally  unexpected, 
Towne’s  death  brought  Stringfellow  face- 
to-face  with  his  most  personal  encounter 
with  grief. 

In  a  new  book  from  Abingdon  Press, 
“A  Simplicity  of  Faith:  My  Experience 
in  Mourning,”  Stringfellow  eloquently 
replays  his  year  of  mourning  in  such  a 
way  that  it  becomes  both  a  tribute  to 
Towne  and  a  way  of  celebrating  life  — 
past  and  future.  Stringfellow  includes 
five  of  Towne’s  poems  which  help  in 
capturing  the  mood  and  tone  of  the  text. 

“Anthony’s  death  was  a  shock  —  a 
momentous  shock  —  to  me,  but  at  the 
same  time,  in  a  curious  way,  it  was  no 
surprise,”  writes  Stringfellow.  He  tells 
how  death  had  been  a  familiar  reference 
in  the  conversations  between  Anthony 
and  himself  .  .  .  “there  is  little,  I  think, 
that  death  can  do  that  would  astonish 
either  Anthony  or  myself. 

He  continues,  “I  do  not  imply  that 
death  was  a  morbid  fascination  for  either 
of  us,  but  rather  a  part  of  our  shared 
effort  to  comprehend  it  and  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  Word  of  God,  which  has 
broken  the  reign  of  death  in  this  world.” 

Abingdon  Press  is  the  book  publisher 
for  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  The  ninth  title  in  the  Journeys  in 
Faith  Series,  “A  Simplicity  of  Faith:  My 
experience  in  Mourning”  is  available 
through  Cokesbury,  retail  sales  division, 
for  $9.95. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 

NEW  CHURCH  SCHOOL  LESSON 
SERIES  BEGINS  OCTOBER  3: 
“CHURCH  OF  OUR  FATHERS” 

Books  for  the  series  should  be  ordered 
from  your  District  Superintendent. 

The  National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  announced  a  one  hour  weekly 
broadcast  via  satellite  beginning 
Sunday,  October  3.  The  first  half  hour 
will  be  a  Bible  Study  review  with  Dr. 
Edward  Bauman  of  Washington,  D.C. 
and  Dr.  James  Sanders  of  Claremont 
School  of  Theology,  Claremont, 
California.  The  second  half  hour  will 
feature  series  and  programs  on  Christian 
growth  —  including  The  Care  and 
Maintenance  of  a  Good  Marriage  with 
Dr.  0.  Dean  Martin  of  Gainesville, 
Florida;  growth  through  crises 
situations  (yet  untitled)  featuring  Dr. 
Howard  Clinebell  of  Claremont  School  of 
Theology. 


Pastoral  Letters 


By  KIRBY  A.  VINING, 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Monroe,  Louisiana 

In  the  Gallery  of  the  Academie  in  Florence,  there  is  a  piece  of  sculpture  which 
Michelangelo  chose  to  call  “The  Prisoners.”  It  is  a  piece  of  work  that  is  not 
completed.  The  powerful,  unfinished  block  of  stone  reveals  only  the  evidence  of  the 
partial  shape  of  men  who  give  the  appearance  of  struggling  to  be  free,  struggling  to 
take  on  the  shape  the  artist  intended. 

It  makes  one  think  of  man  and  his  constant  struggle  to  respond  to,  and  be  obedient 
to,  the  claims  of  the  Christian  Gospel  on  his  life.  It  makes  one  think  of  a  person’s 
struggle  for  identity,  the  search  for  the  answer  to  that  haunting  question,  “Who  am 
I?”  It  speaks  to  our  own  imprisonment,  and  of  our  inability  to  free  ourselves. 

Then,  the  Great  Artist  takes  in  hand  the  chisel  of  God’s  Grace,  shaped  like  a  cross, 
and  with  love  and  mercy  sets  us  free.  He  sets  us  free  to  be,  and  free  to  become. 

It  seems. that  we  never  really  arrive,  but  that  we  are  always  becoming,  always 
unfulfilled,  always  incomplete.  Yet  in  divine  restlessness,  we  struggle  on  toward  the 
mark  of  the  high  calling  of  God  for  us  in  Christ  Jesus.  Pity  not  the  person  who 
struggles  in  his  faith,  struggling  to  become.  Pity  only  the  person  who  has  settled  for 
just  what  he  is. 

Of  Special  Interest  on  the  Inside  Pages 
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Women’s  Week  at  Perkins  School  | 
of  Theology  October  13-15, 1982 

"Women  Preach  the  Word"  is  the  theme  for  the  1982  Women's  Week  at  :g 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  The  keynote  speakers  are  Dr.  Bernadette  Brooten  g 
from  Claremont  and  the  Reverend  Sandra  Wilson  from  Bridgeport,  ;j;: 
Connecticut. 

The  impact  and  special  concerns  that  women  clergy  bring  to  the  pulpit  g 
furnish  the  focus  for  the  symposia  of  the  week.  Current  students,  both  men  and  g 
women  former  students,  and  community  persons  are  invited  to  participate  in  g 
the  presentations  beginning  Wednesday,  October  13,  and  continuing  through  :& 
noon  Friday,  October  15.  g 

Other  issues  addressed  will  be  the  sexist  Biblical  tradition  and  its  g 
implications  for  the  message  of  the  church,  the  future  of  ministerial  orders,  and  g 
the  survival  of  the  person  in  the  parish  ministry.  £ 

Bernadette  Brooten  is  assistant  prolessor  of  Religion  at  the  School  of  ;j: 
Theology  at  Claremont  with  special  fields  in  New  Testament,  Post-Bibical  g 
Judaism,  and  Christian  Origins.  She  received  her  Ph.D.  from  Harvard  x 
University  in  1981  with  a  thesis  entitled  “Women  as  Leaders  in  the  Ancient  £ 
Synagogue.”  She  also  studied  in  Tubigen,  Germany,  under  Hans  Kung  at  the  £ 
Institute  for  Ecumenical  Studies.  Included  in  her  publications  are  “Junia 
Outstanding  Among  the  Apostles,”  “Feminist  Perspectives  on  New  Testament  g 
Exegesis,"  and  “Preaching  in  the  New  Testament.”  £ 

Sandra  Wilson  is  Rector-elect  of  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal  Church,  Bridgeport,  g 
Connecticut,  the  first  Black  woman  to  be  elected  rector  in  the  USA.  She  is  also  g 
Special  Consultant  to  the  President  of  Vasar  College,  where  she  did  her  g 
undergraduate  work.  She  received  her  M.Div.  from  Union  Seminary,  New  £ 
York,  in  1981,  and  studied  at  the  University  of  Vienna,  Austria.  She  is  the 
author  of  articles  dealing  with  feminism  and  racism  as  well  as  with  hunger  and 
public  policy.  At  present,  Ms.  Wilson  is  a  member  of  the  Diocesan  Committee  x 
on  World  Peace  and  Disarmament,  Chaplain  for  the  Summer  Youth  £ 
Conferences  of  the  Diocesan  Youth  Conference  Committee,  and  Theological  g 
Consultant  on  Planning  Team  of  the  National  Crossroads  Project. 

No  registration  fee  is  charged  for  the  events,  though  food  costs  and  housing  g 
are  the  participant’s  responsibility.  For  additional  information,  call  <213)  692-  g 
2222.  x 


October  3,  1982 


Around  The  Conference 


Asbury  And  First  UMC  Youth  Join  Efforts 

This  past  summer  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  and  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  both  of  Lafayette,  La.,  provided  an  opportunity  for  their  youth  to  be 
involved  in  a  Mission  Work/Study  and  cultural  exchange  program.  The  youth 
traveled  to  the  Navajo  Methodist  Mission  School  located  in  Farmington,  New 
Mexico. 

The  Navajo  United  Methodist  Mission  School  is  a  project  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  National  Division.  This  mission  school  has  been  serving 
Navajo  youth  for  over  90  years. 

Not  only  did  these  churches  involve  themselves  in  hard  physical  work,  but 
were  also  exposed  to  a  cross-cultural  experience  by  working  along  side  Navajo 
students.  The  program  included  lectures  of  the  history  of  the  school  as  well  as 
the  Navajo  people.  The  young  people  learned  that  Missions  are  not  just  for 
commissioned  missionaries  going  over  seas  but  for  summer  volunteer  workers 
right  here  in  the  United  States. 

Centenary  Enrollment  Good 

Fall  enrollment  at  Centenary  College  is  a  healthy  1432,  as  of  Wednesday, 
September  1,  according  to  John  Lambert,  Director  of  Admissions  and  Financial 
Aid.  Registration  continues  through  Thursday,  September  16,  when  complete 
totals  and  distributions  will  be  available. 

Of  the  total  number  of  students  enrolled,  976  are  undergraduate  students,  and 
456  are  graduate  students,  both  increases  over  last  year. 

“The  enrollment  situation  at  Centenary  is  indeed  healthy,”  said  Lambert. 
“Our  goal  was  to  increase  the  number  of  full  time  undergraduate  students,  and 
we  have  done  that.  They  are  the  students  who  can  best  utilize  the  benefits  of 
Centenary’s  liberal  arts  environment.  And  we  have  not  sacrificed  quality  in 
choosing  our  freshman  class.  Centenary  continues  to  maintain  its  reputation  of 
academic  excellence.” 

This  year’s  students  come  from  over  25  states  and  15  foreign  countries  and 
have  an  average  ACT  score  of  21.0,  compared  to  the  national  average  of  18.7  and 
the  state  average  of  16.6 

For  more  information  on  admissions  or  registration,  contact  the  Office  of 
Admissions,  869-5131. 


Enters  Perkins 


Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church  is  pleased  to  announce  that  Kyle  Tilley,  a 
member  of  their  church,  is  entering  ministerial  studies  this  fall  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  Mr.  Tilley  is  a  graduate  of  Southfield  High  School,  and 
Louisiana  Tech  in  Ruston.  During  the  past  several  years,  he  has  served  our 
Conference  as  Youth  Director  of  United  Methodist  Churches  in  Rayville, 
Downsville,  and  Shreveport.  As  he  proceeds  with  his  studies  at  Perkins,  he  will 
assume  duties  as  Director  of  Youth  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  DeSoto, 
Texas. 


Curric-U-Shop  Is  Coming  To  Louisiana! 
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Infant  formula  taskforce 


CURRIC-U-SHOP  is  a  "hands-on” 
curriculum  resources  workshop  for 
church  school  teachers,  age-level 
coordinators,  local  church  educational 
leaders,  pastors,  Christian  educators, 
and  all  interested  persons.  See  all  the 
United  Methodist  Curriculum  Resources 
in  the  Learning  Arena  and  browse  in  The 
Cokesbury  display  of  items  for  sale.  Talk 
to  consultants  on  different  age-levels  and 
major  concerns  in  Christian  Education. 
CURRIC-U-SHOP  is  an  extraordinary 


experience  —  one  you  cannot  aitord  to 
miss  if  you  are  a  part  of  United  Methodist 
Church  Schools  in  Louisiana. 

SAVE  THESE  DATES  AND  ATTEND ! 
October  5  —  Ruston,  Trinity  UMC 
9:00a.m.  to  1:00p.m. 

5:00p.m.  to  10:00p.m. 

October  7  &  8  —  Baton  Rouge,  First  UMC 
7th  —  5:00  p.m.  to  10:00  p.m. 

8th  —9:00a.m.  to  1:00p.m. 
CURRIC-U-SHOP  will  enhance  your 
church’s  educational  ministry! 


WORLD 
COMMUNION 
SUNDAY 


By  EDDIE  L.  ROBINSON 

Week  after  week,  Dr.  Arthur  Ford  sat 
in  his  favorite  pew  alongside  his  two  sons 
and  wondered  what  more  he  could  do. 
Not  that  he  wasn’t  already  busy;  as  a 
psychologist,  he  had  a  successful  private 
practice.  He  was  a  faculty  member  at 
Meharry  Medical  College  and  actively 
involved  in  his  local  church,  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  and  community 
organizations.  Still,  the  question 
persisted,  “What  could  I  do  to  become 
more  closely  related  to  the  church  and  at 
the  same  time  share  the  skill  that  I  have 
developed  as  a  practicing  psychologist?1* 

One  answer  to  Ford’s  question  was 
eventually  provided  by  the  Ethnic 
Minority  In-Service  Training  Program. 
Funded  by  the  World  Communion 
Sunday  offering,  it  provides  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  second-career  persons 
to  explore  various  forms  of  ministry  as  a 
response  to  God’s  claim  upon  their  lives. 

Today,  Ford  is  a  diaconal  minister  in 
the  Tennessee  Annual  Conference.  He 
helps  pastors  develop  and  sharpen  their 
counseling  skills.  “I  see  myself  helping 
ministers  by  teaching  them  counseling 
skills  that  will  make  their  role  as 
pastoral  counselor  more  effective  and  a 
little  less  stressful.” 

Becoming  a  diaconal  minister  did  not 
happen  overnight.  Ford  had  to  take 
course  work  at  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers  and  Vanderbilt 
University,  Nashville,  Tenn.  The  six 
foundational  courses  “helped  me  to  get 
oriented  to  the  church  and  Christian 
ethics  and  principles,”  reflected  Ford. 
He  remembers  being  “awed  by  the 
feeling  of  humility  that  swept  over  me  as 
I  was  being  consecrated.  I  was  still 
asking  'What  more  could  I  do? ,'  but  at 
the  same  time  I  was  also  praying  that  the 
Lord  would  lead  me  in  this  mission 
task.” 


Arthur  Ford  found  the  Ethnic  Minority 
In-Service  Training  Program  a  “positive 
and  encouraging  vehicle  that  made  it 
possible  for  me  to  enter  the  process  for 
consecration.”  He  added,  "I’m  looking 
forward  to  serving  the  church  in  this 
level  of  ministry.  Most  of  the  time  that 
you  hear  about  diaconal  ministry,  you 
immediately  think  about  a  person  who  is 
working  in  the  area  of  Christian 
education  or  church  music.  This  is  a  new 
field  of  endeavor  for  our  annual 
conference.”  In  the  months  ahead,  Ford 
sees  this  ministry  embracing  both  clergy 
and  laity. 

"We  hope  to  develop  and  implement  a 
seminar  format  that  will  deal  with  such 
ongoing  issues  as  family  enrichment, 
human  sexuality,  identity  formation,  and 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse,”  he  says. 

Across  our  denomination  many 
persons  are  probably  asking  the  same 
question:  “What  can  I  do  to  help  the 
church  continue  to  be  faithful?”  For 
some,  a  program  like  Ethnic  Minority  In- 
Service  Training  will  provide  a 
meaningful  answer.  It  did  in  the  case  of 
Arthur  Ford.  For  others,  additional 
avenues  will  present  opportunities  for 
response.  One  such  avenue  is  the  World 
Communion  Sunday  offering  which  also 
supports  Crusade  and  Ethnic  Minority 
scholarships.  Crusade  Scholarships  are 
awarded  to  international  and  U.S.  ethnic 
minority  students  attending  graduate 
and  professional  schools  here  and 
abroad.  The  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarship 
program  furnishes  financial  support  for 
ethnic  minority  undergraduates. 

Remember  these  important  ministries 
by  sharing  with  United  Methodists  and 
other  Christians  on  Oct.  1982. 

For  more  information,  contact  Eddie 
L.  Robinson,  Evanston,  IL,  (312  )  869- 
3770. 


New  Audio-Visual  Material  Available 


The  Conference  Resource  Center  and 
Audio  Visual  Library  has  announced  the 
availability  of  the  following  new 
materials. 

He  First  Loved  Me  (Filmstrip) 
Narrated  by  Fran  Tarkenton.  This 
sensitive  filmstrip  explores  the  church’s 
ministry  with  and  for  those  persons 
whose  handicaps  too  often  exclude  them 
from  full  participation  in  the  fellowship 
of  Christ’s  people.  An  excellent 
introduction  to  die  subject  with  practical 
guides  for  equipping  churches  to  serve 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions.  A 
useful  tool  for  Administrative  Boards, 
Councils  on  Ministries,  work  areas  and 
committees  in  local  churches,  UMW  and 
Methodist  Men,  Youth  Groups,  Sunday 
School  classes  and  concerned  Christians 
in  every  area  of  the  Church’s  life. 
Inspirational  as  well  as  informative. 

Witnessing  Hunger  (Filmstrip) 
Witnessing  Hunger  is  a  filmstrip  about 
one  small  group  of  people  who  decided  to 
do  more  than  just  talk  about  the  problem 
of  hunger.  The  intention  of  this  project  is 
to  offer  their  story  as  one  example  of  how 
a  few  can  actually  make  a  difference. 

Giving  Starts  A  Chain  Reaction  (16mm 
Film)  The  film  is  an  excellent  way  to 
introduce  people  of  all  ages  to  the  diverse 
ministries  made  possible  by  World 
Service,  the  basic  benevolence  fund  of 
our  denomination. 

Response  and  New  World  Outlook 
(Promotional  filmstrips  for  two 


magazines)  In  just  eight  minutes, 
through  pictures  and  conversational 
dialogue  between  two  women,  the 
filmstrip  illustrates  why  Response  is 
valuable  for  every  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  and  a  must  for 
officers.  Response  introduces  persons 
involved  in  mission  and  reports  on  the 
life  and  work  of  women  .  .  .  with  insights 
not  available  in  the  secular  media.  It 
brings  news  of  the  church  and  the  world 
from  a  woman’s  viewpoint.  Response 
offers  programmatic  helps,  organiza¬ 
tional  information  and  guides  to  re¬ 
sources.  And  it  communicates  the 
spirit,  inspiration  and  —  through  its 
pages  —  the  purpose  of  United  Methodist 
Women  at  work  in  the  world.  The  other 
filmstrip  describes  how  New  World 
Outlook  dependably  reports  the  church  in 
missions  around  the  world  —  providing 
coverage  not  available  elsewhere.  A 
brief  history  of  the  magazine  is  outlined. 
For  70  years  the  magazine  has  been 
keeping  its  readers  up-to-date  with 
stories  of  local  churches  pioneering  in 
changing  cultures,  people  building 
community,  stories  of  missionaries, 
persons-in-mission  and  mission 
institutions.  You  will  find  a  Christian 
analysis  of  issues  in  stories  from  areas  as 
diverse  as  Panama,  Africa,  Poland, 
China  and  the  U.S.  A  citing  of  these 
representative  stories  demonstrates  how 
New  World  Outlook  feeds  the  mind  and 
warms  the  spirit  month  by  month. 


Continuing  Education  Course  Offered 


Dr.  David  Trickett  will  be  teaching  a 
course  entitled  CONTEMPORARY 
ETHICAL  ISSUES  at  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church,  3300  Eton,  New 
Orleans. 

The  class  will  be  taught  every 
Wednesday  beginning  September  29th 
and  weekly  through  the  8th  of  December 
(except  October  13).  It  will  begin  at  2:00 
p.m.  and  end  at  4:00  p.m.  Two  C.E.  units 
will  be  awarded  by  Centenary  College  for 
successful  completion  of  course 
requirements. 

David  is  currently  serving  at  Aurora 
United  Methodist  Church  as  Associate 
Pastor.  He  earned  his  B.A.  degree  from 
Emory  University  and  Louisiana  State 
University  (Baton  Rouge),  his  Masters 
of  Theology  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  and  his  Masters  of  Theology 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  and  his 
Ph.D.  from  SMU. 

Those  interested  in  earning  credit  in 
Continuing  Education  should  make  their 
reservations  by  September  27.  These  can 
be  made  by  telephone  or  send  your  $10 
registration  fee,  name,  and  address  to 
Dr.  David  Trickett.  3300  Eton,  New 


Orleans,  La.,  70114,  (504  )  394-5483;  or 
Kay  Madden,  Centenary  College,  2911 
Centenary  Boulevard,  Shreveport,  La., 
71104,(318  )  869-5108. 
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Christian  faithfulness  &  ‘the  numbers  game’ 


I  BELIEVE  IN 
tomorrow 


The  Reporter’s  recent  analysis  of 
membership  declines  being  reversed  in 
four  annual  conferences  outside  the  “Sun 
Belt”  provides  the  most  persuasive 
evidence  yet  that  United  Methodism's 
numerical  decline  should  —  and  can  —  be 
reversed  (see  UMR,  Sept.  3). 

So  long  as  denominational  mem¬ 
bership  was  increasing  only  in  a  few 
southern  and  southwestern  states,  it  was 
only  natural  to  explain  it  in  terms  of  the 
massive  influx  of  people  to  those  areas 
from  other  parts  of  the  country. 
Membership  growth  in  such  scattered 
and  relatively  unlikely  places  as  North 
Dakota,  Kentucky  and  the  Pacific 
Northwest  —  none  of  which  is  a 
traditional  United  Methodist  stronghold 
—  suggests  that  a  turnaround  probably 
can  take  place  anywhere. 

Some  fairly  obvious  points  of 
commonality  exist  between  the  four 
conferences  outside  the  “Sun  Belt" 
where  membership  is  on  the  upswing. 
Consequently,  some  fairly  obvious 
lessons  can  be  learned  and  emulated  by 
other  conferences  which  are  still  caught 
in  the  grips  of  decline.  Among  them  are: 

1.  A  change  in  the  church’s 
membership  statistics  must  begin  with  a 
change  in  attitude.  A  church  or 
conference  which  considers  a  decline  in 
its  members  unavoidable  and/or 
unimportant,  is  not  likely  to  grow. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Corpus  Christi,  Texas 

With  this  issue  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
approximately  550  member-families  of 
the  Asbury  UMC  in  Corpus  Christi.  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Conference) . 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Corpus  Christi, 
we  say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will 
find  your  new  church  paper  interesting 
and  informative,  and  that  you  will  join 
with  other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Recognition  that  numerical  decline  is 
probably  a  symptom  of  organizational 
illness,  and  a  consequent  desire  to 
restore  organizational  health  — 
numerically  and  otherwise  —  are  the 
necessary  first  steps  toward  change. 
Even  so,  a  change  of  attitude  alone  will 
not  reverse  decline  and  produce  growth. 

2.  A  concrete  strategy  is  needed  for 
reaching  out  and  inviting  others  to 
become  Christian  disciples  and  members 
of  the  church.  There  is  no  single  “right" 
strategy.  One’s  strategy  need  not  be 
based  on  the  insights  of  any  particular 
movement  or  theological  camp  to 
succeed.  A  news  story  in  our  August  27 
issue  indicated  four  quite  different  types 
of  needs  which  might  cause  people 
outside  the  church’s  fellowship  to 
become  receptive  to  affiliation,  among 
them,  family-oriented  people  who  want 
their  children  to  receive  religious  and 
moral  training,  people  seeking 
fulfillment  of  inner  religious  needs,  and 
persons  seeking  the  type  of  social 
fellowship  that  a  church  or  synagogue 
can  offer.  Specific  strategies  could  be 
developed  to  reach  out  and  appeal  to 
people  with  any,  or  all,  of  these  needs. 

3.  Development  of  an  attitude  oriented 
toward  outreach,  and  a  strategy  for 
reaching  out  successfully,  is  dependent 
on  strong  leadership.  In  our  church,  such 
leadership  begins  with  the  bishop  and 
must  include  the  district  superintendents 
and  both  the  clergy  and  lay  leadership  in 
each  church.  Effective  leadership  must 
include  a  combination  of  instruction, 
motivation  and  a  willingness  to  hold  one 
another  accountable. 

4.  Efforts  to  reverse  a  church’s 
numerical  decline  must  be  done  for  the 
right  reasons  if  they  are  to  be  effective 
over  the  long  haul.  Doing  the  right  thing 
for  the  wrong  reason  isn’t  all  bad,  but  it 
represents  a  compromise  of  integrity. 
The  church  should  not  look  upon 
producing  numerical  increases  as  the 
end  to  be  achieved,  but  as  one  means  of 
measuring  how  faithfully  it  is  fulfilling 
the  mission  given  to  us  by  our  Lord. 
Numerical  increases  are  not  the  only 
means  of  measuring  a  congregation's 
faithfulness  to  the  Christian  gospel,  but 
there  is  no  way  responsibly  to  deny  that 
numbers  profoundly  affect  the  strength 
and  influence  of  a  congregation,  or  a 
conference,  in  the  whole  of  society. 


The  Oklahoma  Conference,  which  has 
experienced  consistent  membership 
declines  despite  population  growth  over 
the  past  decade,  has  just  launched  an 
intensive  evangelism  effort  with  the 
theme  "Go  Make  Disciples,”  under  the 
leadership  of  Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt. 
A  recent  column  by  Bishop  Hardt  in  his 
conference’s  edition  of  the  Reporter  set 
forth  all  the  essential  elements  we  have 
cited  as  necessary  to  reverse  a  decline  in 
church  membership:  a  positive  attitude, 
a  concrete  strategy,  effective  oversight 
and  the  proper  motivation.  We  don’t 
believe  it  will  put  Bishop  Hardt  and  his 
conference  unfairly  on  the  spot  to  predict 
that  their  current  efforts,  if  carried 
through  as  planned,  will  produce 
numerous  positive  results  —  including 
membership  increases. 

Some  may  feel  we  are  advocating  “a 
return  to  playing  the  numbers  game” 
within  the  church.  That  is  not  true  in  the 
sense  it  likely  would  be  meant  —  that 
numbers  alone  matter.  In  another  sense, 
the  church  has  never  ceased  to  play  a 
"numbers  game,”  and  for  the  past 
several  years,  we’ve  been  losing  it.  The 
time  has  come  for  us  all  to  recognize  the 
need  to  begin  "winning”  our  "numbers 
game”  —  which  in  the  best  sense  will 
mean  reaching  out  to  share  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  more  effectively  with 
others,  and  building  up  the  strength  and 
vitality  of  the  church. 
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My  Witness 

What  does  it  mean  to  be 
‘called’  to  be  in  ministry? 


By  GRAHAM  B.  HODGE 

Often  I  have  thought  about  the 
experience  we  term  “being  called  to  the 
ministry,”  and  after  more  than  50  years 
in  it  there  are  aspects  which  still  are 
unclear  to  me. 

For  example,  when,  if  ever,  does  that 
“call”  end?  What  circumstances  justify 
a  “called”  person  leaving  the  ministry? 
Are  other  avenues  of  Christian  service  as 
valid  to  a  “called”  person  as  a 
preaching-oriented  ministry?  Is  a  feeling 
of  rebellion  against  a  real  or  imagined 
/‘power  structure”  within  an  annual 
conference  legitimate?  At  what  point  do 
personal  preferences  end  and  the  scope 
of  the  “call"  begin? 

What  happens  within  the  person? 

I  think  a  basic  question  might  be  “what 
happens  —  or  should  happen  —  within  the 
personality  of  the  person  called?”  To 
what  extent  should  the  “called"  person’s 
ego  be  determinative?  What  should 
happen  to  the  personal  idiosyncrasies  of 
one  “called”? 

The  ego  of  a  “called”  person  is 
important,  particularly  now  when  we  are 
seeing  in  ihe  area  of  the  electronic 
church  a  major  emphasis  upon  the 
personalities  of  the  various  evangelists. 
With  much  of  such  electronic  evangelism 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Who  will  take  the  necessary  time 
to  ‘train  up  a  child’  in  class  of  ’86? 


My  colleague,  Sharon  Mielke,  wrote 
movingly  at  this  time  last  year  about  the 
meaningful  moments  her  family  went 
through  as  she  and  her  husband  took 
their  first  child  away  to  college. 

I  write  now  from  a  circumstance  that  is 
similar,  yet  very  different.  My  wife  and  I 
have  just  taken  our  last  child  away  to  college. 

My  years  as  a  college  professor 
allowed  me  to  meet  hundreds  of  “Jims” 
and  "Janes”  who  were  leaving  home  for 
the  first  time.  I  tried  to  take  seriously 
each  precious  vessel  of  life  brought  to  my 
office  by  parents  equally  as  apprehen¬ 


sive  and  emptied  as  I  am  now. 

Last  month,  as  we  drove  the  long  miles 
to  Durham,  North  Carolina  and  back,  I 
speculated  about  the  professors  and 
administrators  and  staff  people  whom 
my  son  will  encounter.  I  wondered  if 
they  will  be  willing  to  make  the 
commitments  of  time  and  guidance 
which  Jim  and  others  in  the  Class  of  198b 
will  need.  Mentally  I  searched  the 
Scriptures  for  words  of  special  meaning 
in  this  situation.  I  was  aided  in  my  search 
by  a  letter  received  recently  from  a 
former  student  of  mine. 


UMs  need  to  review  evidence  on  WCC  issue 


To  the  Editor: 

My  letter  is  in  response  to  the  article 
headlined  “UM  ecumenists  lash  Digest’s 
hatchet  job”  in  the  August  20  issue  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

The  Christian  Unity  Committee  of  our 
church  did  hours  of  research  this  past 
winter  on  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  after  repeatedly  reading  and 
hearing  negative  comments  about  them. 
We  have  compiled  a  bibliography  of 
material. 

As  a  lifelong  United  Methodist  I  was 
shocked  at  the  findings.  The  sources 
were  as  diverse  as  the  “Christian 
Century,”  “Christianity  Today,"  "New 
Republic,”  “American  Opinion,” 
“American  Catholic  Weekly,”  “National 
Geographic,”  “New  York  Times,”  Jack 
Anderson,  Charley  Reese,  “Newsweek," 
and  “Human  Events." 

Two  threads  run  very  consistently 
through  most  of  the  material  we  found. 
The  first  was  that  there  is  little 
grassroots  representation  and/or  little 
desire  for  grassroots  representation  and 
opinion  in  either  organization. 

The  second  theme  is  that  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  are  vocal,  active, 
and  radical  political  organizations 
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deeply  involved  in  political  crusades 
which  are  cloaked  in  theological  terms ! 

As  a  result  of  our  research  our  minister 
wrote  a  petition  calling  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  withdraw  their  monetary 
support  for  the  WCC  and  go  to  a  fraternal 
status  as  the  Salvation  Army  has  already 
done. 

Unfortunately,  the  time  is  long  past 
when  we  can  blindly  follow  our  pastors, 
district  superintendents  and  bishops. 

We  need  to  know  who  we  are,  what  we 
believe,  and  who  we  are  supporting. 

I  challenge  all  United  Methodists  to 
look  at  the  evidence  for  themselves. 
Don’t  just  read  the  “Reader’s  Digest” 
article,  nor  “glossed  over”  responses 
printed  in  the  Reporter  and  other  church 
publications.  Begin  at  your  local  library 
and  you  will  be  amazed  at  what  you  find. 

Mrs.  Muriel  Billman 
Logansport,  Indiana 

WCC  ‘certainly  appears’ 
to  encourage  Marxism 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  the  article  by  M. 
Garlinda  Burton  headlined  “UM 
ecumenists  lash  Digest’s  ‘hatchet  job,’  ” 
in  the  August  20  issue  of  the  Reporter,  I 
reread  the  article  in  the  Readers  Digest 
“Karl  Marx  or  Jesus  Christ?” 

While  the  World  Council  of  Churches  is 
probably  not  encouraging  Marxism,  they 
have  certainly  appeared  to  do  so  at 
times.  The  awarding  of  funds  to  many 
unchristian  causes  certainly  does  not 
encourage  the  advancement  of  Christian 
principles. 

I  have  frequently  wondered  why  the 
United  Methodist  Church  continues  to 
support  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Harold  H.  Osborn 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland 

WCC  editorial  chastised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  disappointed  to  read  your 
editorial  headlined  “Reader’s  Digest’s 
criticism  of  WCC  needs  careful  Christian 
appraisal”  (UMR,  Aug.  27)  about  the 
“Reader’s  Digest”  article  by  Joseph  A. 
Harriss.  Your  response  was  about  like 
the  response  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  pretty  much  a  bland 
propaganda  statement. 

If  the  allegations  in  Mr.  Harriss' 
article  are  false,  then  the  WCC  should 
sue  Mr.  Harriss  and  the  Reader’s  Digest 
for  big  bucks.  If  these  allegations  are 
true,  then  the  WCC  is  a  communist  front 
organization  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  withdraw  from  it. 

W.  D.  Allee 
Houston,  Texas 

Investigation  of  WCC 
by  UMC  requested 

To  the  Editor : 

I  disagree  with  the  tone  of  your 
editorial  concerning  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  (UMR,  Aug.  27).  I  was  very 
disturbed  by  the  Reader’s  Digest  article 
and  am  still  disturbed  as  your  response 
does  not  refute  a  single  one  of  the 
charges  levied  in  Mr.  Harriss’  story.  I 
agree  that  Christians  throughout  the 
world  should  be  able  to  share  a  common 
forum.  However,  I  question  whether  the 
WCC  is  a  proper  vehicle.  If  any  of  the 


allegations  in  the  article  are  true,  I 
certainly  don’t  want  one  penny  of  my 
contribution  going  to  the  WCC,  if  it 
indeed  does  support  the  activities 
described. 

Your  editorial  proposes  an  “even-hand¬ 
ed  and  credible  inquiry”  into  the  affairs  of 
the  WCC.  I  cannot  think  of  a  better 
organization  to  undertake  this  inquiry 
than  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
recommend  that  this  study  be  initiated 
posthaste,  and  that  the  results  be  printed 
in  the  Reporter.  Further,  I  suggest  that 
all  support  for  the  WCC  be  suspended 
pending  the  outcome  of  the  study. 

Thomas  V.  Clagett 

Upper  Marlboro,  Maryland 

Swaggart  comments 
and  UM  beliefs 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciated  the  comments  of  Rodney 
M.  Schlitz  in  the  letter  headlined  “Mr. 
Swaggart’s  comments  reason  for 
concern”  (UMR,  Aug.  20).  The 
increasing  liberalism  (another  term  for 
lack  of  faith)  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  makes  me  wonder  if  John  Wesley 
would  approve  of  us  claiming  him  as  our 
founder. 

Certainly,  there  is  plenty  of  room  in 
Methodism  for  reverent  inquiry.  Even 
John  Wesley  said.  “As  to  opinions  that  do 
not  strike  at  the  root  of  Christianity,  we 
think  and  let  think.”  But  I'm  sure  even  he 
would  think  that  disclaiming  the  divine 
inspiration  of  the  Bible  and  its  basic 
teachings  is  going  too  far .  .  .  to  the  left. 

With  equal  concern,  I  have  noticed  that 
the  liberalism  trickling  down  through  our 
church  has  gone  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  religion  into  politics.  For  example, 
Bishop  Earl  Hunt,  fine  and  reverent  man 
though  he  is,  has  used  the  Church  to 
spread  his  political  views  on  such 
subjects  as  ERA  and  SALT  agreements. 

I  would  not  have  anyone  deny  his  own 
convictions,  but  perhaps  Bishop  Hunt 
could  help  a  larger  number  of  people  by 
encouraging  the  church  with  spiritual 
truth,  and  leaving  politics  in  the  hands  of 
elected  officials. 

Samuel  Patrick  Smith 

Tavares,  Florida 

Defense  of  National 
Division  ‘incredible’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  appalled  and  somewhat  amazed 
at  the  position  of  officials  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  concerning  the 
National  Division’s  involvement  with  the 
Eddie  James  Carthan  trial  in  Holmes 
County,  Mississippi.  It  seems  almost 
incredible  to  me  that  persons  responsible 
for  the  actions  of  the  Board’s  National 
Division  would  attempt  to  defend  their 
actions  in  such  fashion  as  reported  in 
your  August  20  issue  of  the  Reporter.  I 
found  Dr.  Bideaux’s  statement 
interesting  to  say  the  least.  “Maybe  we 
play  very  loose,”  he  says.  “But  I’m  not 
willing  to  say  we  did  not  comply  with 
Paragraph  817.  Our  intent  was  to  do  so.” 
Then  the  comment  attributed  to  attorney 
Jim  Stumbo  that  Paragraph  817  didn’t 
apply  to  the  two  grants  because  neither 
of  the  recipients  is  a  program,  was  even 
more  telling  and  interesting. 

I  had  hoped  there  could  be  a  healing  of 


wounds  in  Holmes  County,  Mississippi 
between  United  Methodists  there  and 
those  serving  on  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  When  it  was  reported  that 
there  would  be  meetings  between  the  two 
groups,  I  felt  that  a  reconciliation  might 
be  possible.  However,  as  long  as  those 
responsible  for  actions  of  the  National, 
Division  refuse  to  admit  an  error  has 
been  made  and  continue  to  defend  past 
actions  on  the  basis  of  technicalities, 
reconciliation  of  differences  will  be 
rendered  near  impossible. 

The  Rev.  William  Evans,  a  National 
Division  Director,  is  quoted  as  saying, 
"As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  any 
program  gets  funding,  we  have  the 
obligation  to  consult.  If  it  is  in  the  name 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
everybody  in  the  constituency  deserves 
to  hear  the  rationale  for  the 
involvement.”  I  believe  this  to  be  a 
statement  that  needs  to  be  heard  and 
heeded.  I  would  hope  those  responsible 
for  past  actions  of  the  National  Division 
would  admit  that  the  “spirit  of  the 
law”  as  contained  in  Paragraph  817  of  the 
1980  Discipline  was  not  obeyed  nor 
fulfilled.  If  and  when  this  happens,  then 
progress  can  begin  on  the  larger  issue  of 
seeking  justice  in  the  Eddie  James 
Carthan  trial  in  Holmes  County,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  a  situatioruthat  needs  the  input  from 
local  United  Methodists  of  that  county, 
the  Northern  Mississippi  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  the  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Jim  Gardner 

Santa  Fe,  Tennessee 

Value  of  pulpit 
exchanges  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  returned  home  to  England 
following  a  six  week  pastoral  exchange 
with  the  minister  of  Los  Altos  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Long  Beach, 
California,  the  Rev.  John  Zimmer.  I 
would  like  to  put  on  record  the  value  of 
such  exchanges  and  to  say  what  a 
rewarding  experience  it  was  to  share  for 
a  while  the  life  of  that  warm  and  caring 
church. 

,  Making  new  Christians  is  challenging 
work  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  but  our 
people  are  in  good  heart  and  I  agree  with 
Bishop  Tuell’s  message  in  the  July  30 
issue  of  the  Reporter’s  Pacific  Southwest 
Conference  edition  that  we  should  be 
looking  for  our  church  to  be  growing  in 
the  years  ahead.  I  think  it  will  be  at  Los 
Altos,  and  I  hope  it  will  in  my  own  church 
in  Southampton. 

Ronald  Rich 

Southampton,  England 

Five  denominations 
sponsor  Bible  School 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  July  30  issue  carried  an  article 
headlined  “Bible  school  joins  U.M.’s, 
Catholics.”  The  article  reports  a  unique 
Vacation  Bible  School.  It  is  not  as  unique 
as  you  may  think.  We  have  had  a  com¬ 
munity  Bible  School  here  in  Lebanon  for 
5+  years  that  includes  U.M.,  U.C.C., 
Southern  Baptist,  Roman  Catholic,  and 
National  Baptist  and  it  is  growing. 

I  find  your  paper  informative. 

Dwayne  Dollgener 

Lebanon,  Illinois 


John  Lovelace 

This  young  lady  wrote:  “The  thing  I  ap¬ 
preciated  most  about  you  (as  a  professor 
and  adviser)  is  that  you  spent  time  with 
me.”  And  I  thought  of  the  psalmist’s 
prayer,  “So  teach  us  to  number  our  days 
that  we  may  get  a  heart  of  wisdom.” 

“Teach  us  to  number  our  days”  ...  to 
measure  our  time  ...  to  spend  our  time 
wisely  as  we  seek  wisdom  and  help 
others  to  seek  the  s^me. 

But  the  mere  investment  of  time  in 
search  of  wisdom  is  not  enough.  There 
must  also  be  a  clear  purpose  behind  the 
search.  And  particularly  at  a  church- 
related  college  or  university,  that 
purpose  for  students  and  instructors 
alike  should  be  informed  by  Christian 
principles  and  practices. 

At  this  point  in  my  mental  journey  I 
realized  that  what  we,  as  parents,  have 
done  by  the  time  we  take  our  children  to 
college,  is  to  complete  one  step  in  the 
process  described  by  the  writer  of 
Proverbs:  “Train  up  a  child  in  the  way 
he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will 
not  depart  from  it.” 

From  now  on,  my  son’s  training  will  be, 
for  the  most  part,  in  the  hands  of  others. 

I  feel  good  about  our  country’s  system 
of  higher  education,  and  particularly 
about  that  portion  associated  with  the 
church,  which  allows  parents,  in  all  good 
faith,  to  surrender  a  part  of  our  claim 
upon  the  young  lives  which  have  been 
ours  to  nurture  to  this  point. 

I  know  that  Jim  and  the  thousands  of 
others  like  him,  given  reasonable 
amounts  of  time  and  direction  in  their 
search  for  wisdom,  can  come  out  of  four 
years  of  college  as  men  and  women  still 
searching  for  wisdom,  better  trained  in 
the  way  they  intend  to  go,  and  ready  to 
follow  the  One  who  can  best  teach  and 
guide  us  all. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


'Enigma 


By  GORDON  PRATT  BAKER 
Glen  Burnie,  Maryland 
Isn’t  it  strange 
Here  among  friends 
How  hunger  yields 
To  dividends, 

While  elsewhere  as 
Its  ordeals  spread 
We  substitute 
Bombs  for  bread? 


depending  upon  theatrical  staging,  what 
do  we  mean  when  we  say  a  minister 
should  be  humble? 

I  am  sure  most  people  would  agree  that 
a  “called”  minister  should  be  humble, 
but  “humble”  is  defined  as  “free  from 
pride  or  vanity.”  Now  it  might  have  been 
easy  to  be  free  from  pride  or  vanity  in  a 
day  when  society  was  much  more 
simple.  But  to  be  that  way  in  a 
complicated  society  in  a  day  in  which 
religion  is  often  thought  of  in  terms  of  an 
electronic  evangelism,  professionally 
produced,  and  which  is  programmed  to 
reach  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
and  bring  in  millions  of  dollars,  the  term 
“simple  Gospel”  somehow  loses  its 
simplistic  connotation. 

Does  ‘call’  include  judgment? 

Then  too,  I  have  often  wondered  if  that 
“call”  inevitably  included  that  person’s 
judgment.  I  daresay  more  ministers; 
have  been  guilty  of  poor  judgment  than 
have  been  guilty  of  insincerity.  In  fact, 
the  history  of  religion  is  strewn  with 
illustrations  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
most  harmful  effects  upon  society  have, 
been  brought  about  by  people  whose 
sincerity  was  not  under  question,  but 
whose  judgment  was ! 

Then  too,  does  a  “call”  carry  with  it  a 
built-in  sense  of  good  taste,  like  in 
appearance?  Or  knowing  what  to  say  and 
when  to  say  it?  Now  I  am  sure  God  is  not 
particularly  interested  in  whether  a 
minister’s  shoes  are  polished  or  not,  but 
his  people  are!  God  looks  at  the 
minister’s  heart,  yes,  but  people  weigh 
what  he  says  and  when  he  says  it. 

In  his  letter  to  Titus,  Paul  advises  him 
to  “adorn  the  doctrine  of  God.”  The 
Greek  word  “adorn”  is  “kosmosin,”  to 
decorate,  and  from  which  we  get  our 
word  “cosmetic.”  A  minister  is  never 
faulted  for  having  polish  —  either  on  his 
shoes  or  in  his  mannerisms  of  speech. 

Not  called  to  ‘shock’ 

Also,  a  lot  depends  upon  the  way  in 
which  one  interprets  his  “call”  to  God’s 
work.  Every  now  and  then  one  hears  of 
those  “called”  who  seem  to  feel  their 
ministry  requires  them  to  shock  the 
establishment.  So  they  seek  to  fulfill 
their  ministry  by  an  extreme  informality 
of  their  mannerisms,  deliberate 
casualness  of  dress  and  the  use  of  four- 
letter  words. 

It  does  not  seem  to  occur  to  them  that 
the  people  they  are  trying  to  shock  are 
also  “called”  and  that  they  sought  to 
interpret  that  “call”  in  terms  of  their  own 
day  with  the  perspectives  of  that  day.  It 
may  be  true  that  the  only  way  one  can 
erect  a  new  building  on  a  site  occupied  by 
an  older  one  is  to  dynamite  the  old 
building  and  completely  remove  it,  but 
one  does  not  build  God’s  Kingdom  by 
destroying  all  of  the  values  and  insights 
of  preceding  generations. 

One  of  our  bishops,  now  deceased,  told 
of  a  young  pastor  who  was  having  trouble 
in  his  appointment  and  he  sought  to 
explain  it  by  saying,  “Bishop,  I  am  just 
trying  to  shock  them.”  The  bishop  kindly 
replied,  “But  there  is  a  difference 
between  shocking  people  and 
electrocuting  them!” 

I  suppose  that  what  I  am  trying  to  say 
is  that  I  think  if  God  has  “called”  a 
person  to  His  work,  He  expects  that 
person  to  make  whatever  personal 
adjustments  as  might  be  necessary  to 
become  constructively  effective  in  that 
work. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share  meaning¬ 
ful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Graham  B.  Hodge  of  Cookson,  Okla.,  is  a 
retired  member  of  the  Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference.  He  served  as  conference 
secretary  under  Bishop  W.  Angie  Smith. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Celebrate .  .  . 
One  Hope 


WORLD 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

October  3,  1982 


A  student  from  the  Philippines  comes  to  Meharry  Medical  College  •  A 
middle-aged  Hispanic  woman  teacher  follows  the  calling  of  the  spirit 
to  seminary  •  A  group  of  Korean  pastors  and  their  spouses  meet  to 
discover  new  horizons  for  ministry  •  A  Black  student  from  the  inner 
city  enrolls  in  a  United  Methodist-related  college  •  A  Native  American 
prepares  to  complete  his  college  program  in  business  administration. 

Through  each  of  their  lives  runs  a  common  thread — WORLD  COM¬ 
MUNION  SUNDAY.  World  Communion  Sunday  offerings  provide  edu¬ 
cational  opportunities  for  ethnic  minority  and  international  students 
through  Crusade  Scholarships,  Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training 
and  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships. 


Support  World  Communion  Sunday. 

Order  World  Communion  Sunday  materials  from: 
United  Methodist  Communications 
1200  Davis  Street 
Evanston,  1L  60201 


/ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


KEWEENAW,  Mich.  —  A  planning  committee  and  volunteer  groups  have  kept  the  old  Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
(see  inset)  in  good  repair  since  the  reunions  began  in  1907. 

The  reunion  crowd,  probably  dating  to  shortly  after  World  War  I.  was  photographed  from  the  steps  of  the  church.  Though 
the  tiny  village  settled  by  Cornish  immigrants  was  still  intact  then,  many  residents  had  relocated  after  the  Central  Mining  Co. 
ceased  operations.  Michigan  technological  university  photos 

Old  mining  town  long  gone 

Church  ‘comes  to  life’  once  a  year 
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Student  aid 
cuts  will  hit 
UM  schools 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

One  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
top  officiate  related  to  higher  education 
says  that  the  widely-publicized  cutbacks 
in  federal  aid  to  students  this  fall  are  not 
nearly  as  devastating  to  church-related 
schools  as  those  expected  for  1983. 

Dr.  Julius  Scott  said  there  are  no  hard 
facts  on  United  Methodist-related  college 
and  university  enrollments  or  financial 
aid  fbr  this  fall  because  some  schools  are 
still  enrolling  students.  But  he  said  that 
all  United  Methodist-related  colleges  and 
universities  face  some  financial  aid 
cutbacks  this  year  with  more  to  come  a 
year  from  now. 

Loans  to  get  hard  look 

“Most  will  lose  heavily  in  the  federal 
guaranteed  student  loan  program,"  said 
Dr.  Scott  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  “So  all 
schools'are  going  to  have  to  look  at  their 
loan  programs." 

“All  schools  also  can  anticipate  cuts 
in  basic  education  opportunity  grants 
(BEOG)  and  work/study  programs,  too" 
Dr.  Scott  said.  He  said  that  total 
cutbacks  in  these  campus-based  aid 
programs  for  the  of  1983  will  vary 
from  5  to  40  percent  on  campuses, 
depending  on  the  amount  of  such 
financial  aid  offered  by  each  school. 

He  explained:  “At  a  school  like  Duke 
or  Emory  or  Drew  where  a  relatively 
small  number  of  students  require 
financial  aid,  the  cutbacks  may  be  as 
small  as  five  percent.  They  are  not 
relying  that  heavily  on  the  federal 
programs  anyhow. 

Cuts  of  40  percent  forecast 

“But  at  some  of  the  smaller  colleges  — 
including  but  certainly  not  limited  to 
United  Methodism’s  historically  black 
colleges  —  a  high  percentage  of  students 
may  depend  on  financial  aid.  And  the 
cutbacks  in  available  funds  at  those 
schools  may  be  as  high  as  40  percent. 
That  is  devastating,"  said  Dr.  Scott,  a 
former  president  of  predominantly-black 
Paine  College  in  Georgia. 

What,  Dr.  Scott  was  asked,  are  schools 
doing  to  offset  those  potentially 
disastrous  cutbacks? 

“Since  they  have  some  time,  they  are 
looking  at  several  fund  replacement 
strategies,”  he  explained.  “They  are 
considering  cuts  in  salaries  and 
programs.  They  are  asking  where  they 
can  cut  the  ‘fabric’  of  higher  education 
and  sew  it  back  up  in  a  recognizable 
garment. 

“Schools  are  asking  how  many 
students  they  may  lose  as  a  result  of  the 
financial  aid  losses.  Then  they  consider 
what  that  projected  reduced  enrollment 
means  in  th&r  education  and  general 
instruction  budgets.  And  they  look  first 
at  the  academic  budgets  for  places  to 
cut. 

Job  market  will  be  watched 

"For  example,  they  will  look  at 
academic  disciplines  where  the 
professional  fields  themselves  are 
crowded,  so  that  there  might  be  difficulty 
for  graduates  to  find  jobs.  Such 
professions  right  now  are  history, 
psychology,  sociology,  foreign  languages 
and  music.  A  lot  of  psychology  majors 
are  driving  cabs. 

“But  schools  will  also  look  at 
professional  fields  where  the  job  markets 
are  wide  open.  Right  now  those  include 
the  hard  sciences  like  chemistry  and 
physics,  the  computer  science  and 
research  fields,  and  business  adminis¬ 
tration.” 

Dr.  Scott  agreed  that  the  relationship 
between  college  enrollment  in  various 
academic  disciplines  and  the  possible  job 
markets  is  cyclical  —  that  is, .  that 
eventually  there  will  again  be  a  shortage 
of  history  majors  or  psychology  majors. 
Then  schools  will  have  to  reinstitute 
courses  and  add  faculty  in  those  areas. 

“Two  things  our  church-related 
colleges  and  universities  cannot  stop 
offering  are  courses  in  religion  and 
philosophy,”  Dr.  Scott  added.  “But  that 
is  not  to  say  that  a  given  school  must 
retain  five  PhDs  on  the  faculty  to  teach 
five  students.  Some  faculty  may  have  to 
be  cut.  Even  so,  those  courses:  are  not 
cost-effective. 

“Our  schools  can  not  be  all  things  to  all 
people.  They  must  decide  what  they  can 
do.  And  they  may  increasingly  be  in 
competition  with  one  another  for 
financial  support  from  the  church  and  for 
students  related  to  the  church . ’  ’ 

Dr.  Scott  said  that  a  comprehensive 
report  on  the  financial  aid  situation  will 
be  presented  to  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
'at  its  annual  meeting  next  month  in 
•  Nashville. 


By  PATRICIA  JONES 

Scotland  has  its  Brigadoon,  the  quaint 
village  of  Broadway  musical  fame  that 
comes  to  life  for  one  day  every  100  years. 
But  Michigan’s  Upper  Peninsula  has 
something  far  better  —  the  Central 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which 
comes  back  to  life  for  one  day  every 
year. 

The  brief  return  to  life  has  occurred  for 
the  last  76  years  when  present  and 
former  residents  of  this  copper-mining 
area,  their  descendants,  visitors  and 
others  interested  in  Keweenaw 
Peninsula  history  and  life  gather  for  a 
reunion  at  the  simple  wooden  Methodist 
church  that  stands  as  a  landmark 
overlooking  the  remnants  of  the  once- 
bustling  community  it  served. 

This  year  the  reunion  took  place 
Sunday,  July  25,  with  the  Rev.  William 
Rosemurgy  of  Flint  as  the  minister. 
Visitors  filled  the  straight-backed  pine 
pews  for  both  the  9  a.m.  and  11  a.m. 
services. 

A  choir  composed  of  choristers  from 
local  churches  and  other  vocalists  from 
far  away  —  Milwaukee,  Chicago,  Royal 
Oak  —  presented  several  numbers. 

Traditionally,  congregation  and  choir 
join  to  sing  “All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’ 
Name"  to  the  strains  of  “Diadem,”  a 
hymn  dear  to  the  Cornish  immigrants 
who  settled  the  region. 

Most  have  connections 

Like  many  speakers  at  the  annual 
ceremony  that  reactivates  the  old 
church,  Mr.  Rosemurgy  has  close 
connections  with  the  district.  Of  Cornish 
descent,  he  lived  in  the  Copper  Country 
for  many  years  and  was  employed  by  the 
Calumet  and  Hecla  Mining  Company. 

The  majority  of  speakers  have  had 
affiliations  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  its  predecessor.  The  Central 
Mine  church  was  Methodist  from  its 
beginning;  Methodism  was  the 
prevailing  religion  among  the 
transplanted  Cornish,  who  became  the 


GENEVA  (EPS)  —  Fifty-three  groups 
in  20  countries  are  sharing  $489,500  in 
grants  this  year  from  the  special  fund  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Programme  to  Combat  Racism. 

Almost  half  the  money  goes  to  three 
southern  African  organizations,  all  of 
which  have  received  PCR  grants  before: 
The  African  National  Congress  gets 
$65,000  for  projects  related  to 
agriculture,  refugees,  vocational 
training,  information,  and  publications 
“for  maintaining  the  momentum 
domestically  and  internationally  against 
the  apartheid  regime"  of  South  Africa. 
The  Pan  Africanist  Congress  of  Azania 
gets  $45,000,  mainly  for  its  publications 
related  to  “work  for  racial  and  political 
justice  in  South  Africa  through 
mobilization  against  the  offensive 
apartheid  regime.” 

The  third  southern  African  grant  — 
$100,000  and  the  largest  —  is  to  SWAPO 
(the  South  West  Africa  People’s 


largest  single  ethnic  group  in  this  area  of 
the  Upper  Peninsula. 

In  1865,  just  two  years  after  the  Central 
Mine  began  operations,  official 
Methodist  Church  records  note  that  a 
minister  was  appointed  to  serve  all 
Methodists  in  the  Keweenaw.  In  1863  a 
report  of  the  Central  Mining  Co. 
mentions  a  church  organization  and  a 
Sabbath  school  with  50  scholars  at 
Central ;  services  were  evidently  held  in 
the  one-room  school. 

Construction  on  the  church  building 
itself  did  not  begin  until  1868,  but  by  the 
next  year  it  was  being  used  by  the 
residents  of  Central,  then  a  town  with  a 
population  of  900. 

The  church  enjoyed  a  period  of  high 
membership  and  lively  community 
activity.  Following  decline  of  attendance 
from  about  208  in  1886  to  12  or  14  in  1898, 
the  church  closed  at  the  turn  of  the 
century,  soon  after  the  Central  Mining 
Co.  ceased  operations  in  July  of  1898. 

Date  to  1907 

The  first  homecoming  was  held  in  1907. 
Over  the  years  these  have  become  a 
“tribute  to  the  memories  of  those  hardy 
pioneers  who  lived  and  worked  here  and 
in  the  other  mines  of  the  Keweenaw 
Peninsula  —  men  of  all  faiths,” 
according  to  a  history  written  by  a 
church  member. 

In  recognition  of  its  historic 
importance,  the  church  was  added  to  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places  in 
1974  and  to  the  Historic  American 
Buildings  Survey  in  1975.  The  latter  is 
conducted  by  the  National  Park  Service 
under  permanent  agreement  with  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects  and  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

The  square  crenelated  tower  rising 
above  the  entrance  of  the  landmark 
church  is  distinctly  Cornish  in  style. 

Almost  all  the  furnishings  are  original 
—  including  the  altar  railing,  the  pews, 
and  the  kerosene  chandeliers  that,  to  be 
lighted,  must  be  lowered  by  a 


Organization  in  Namibia)  for  its 
“humanitarian  activities  for  the  victims 
of  illegal  military  occupation  (by  South 
Africa  of  Namibia),  and  maintenance 
and  upkeep  of  its  administrative  work." 

Grants  from  the  fund  are  covered  by 
designated  contributions.  These  have 
come  from  council  member 
denominations,  local  congregations, 
councils  of  churches,  missions, 
ecumenical  groups,  individuals,  and  the 
governments  of  Sweden,  Norway,  and 
the  Netherlands. 

Six  criteria  govern  Fund  grants. 
Among  them  are  that  the  “purpose  of  the 
organizations  must  not  be  in  conflict  with 
the  general  purposes  of  the  World 
Council  and  that  the  money  is  for 
“humanitarian  activities  (i.e.  social, 
health  and  educational  purposes,  legal 
aid,  etc.)."  Also,  “grants  are  made 
without  control  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  spent,  and  are  intended  as  an 
expression  of  commitment  by  the  Fund 


counterbalance  in  the  attic.  Other 
furnishings  are  carefully  wrought 
replicas  or  are  of  the  same  vintage  as  the 
original  —  as  are  the  1882  reed  organ 
donated  to  Central  by  the  Sacred  Heart 
Church  of  Calumet  and  the  bell,  which 
rang  at  the  Clifton  schoolhouse,  built  in 
1854,  and  at  Phoenix,  both  neighboring 
mining  communities. 

The  cream-colored  church  with  its 
chocolate  brown  trim  has  been  kept 
neatly  painted  and  in  good  repair 
through  the  efforts  of  the  executive 
committee  and  the  volunteer  labor  of 
such  groups  as  the  senior  high  youth  of 
Metropolitan  United jyiethodist  Church  of 
Detroit,  who  painted  the  building  in  the 
summer  of  1976. 

Although  two-thirds  of  the  executive 
committee,  now  numbering  14,  live  some 
distance  from  Keweenaw,  all  have  their 
roots  there.  Most  of  the  members  are 
affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“Committee  membership  is  a  life-time 
commitment,”  remarked  one  member. 
Henry  Cox,  now  92,  became  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  in  1925.  He  is 
the  last  member  to  have  been  born  at 
Central;  others  are  descendants  of 
residents  or  long-time  visitors. 

Patrons  provide  money 

Money  for  reunion  expenses,  upkeep 
and  restoration  of  the  church  has  come 
partly  from  the  pockets  of  anonymous 
patrons  (sometimes  later  revealed  as 
executive  committee  members)  but 
mostly  from  collections  taken  at  the 
homecoming  services.  These  offerings 
are  collected  in  long-handled  wood  boxes 
made  in  the  carpenter  shop  of  the  Central 
Mine  —  some  time  before  1898. 

Like  Brigadoon,  Central  each  year 
returns  to  its  relative  slumber  after  its 
one  day  of  life. 

Ms.  Jones,  who  wrote  this  story  about 
the  church  “which  refuses  to  die,”  is  on 
the  staff  of  the  Michigan  Christian 
Advocate. 


to  the  cause  of  economic,  social  and 
political  justice.” 
organizations  promote.” 

Over  the  years,  the  grants  have 
prompted  some  criticism,  notably  in  1978 
when  the  Patriotic  Front,  then  struggling 
against  the  government  of  Zimbabwe 
(then  Rhodesia),  received  $85,000.  One  of 
its  leaders,  Robert  Mugabe,  has  been  the 
country’s  prime  minister  since 
independence  in  1980. 

Of  the  53  grants  from  the  World  Council’s 
special  fund  to  combat  racism  announced 
this  month  about  two-fifths  (22  totaling 
$149,500)  go  to  groups  in  North  America, 
Australia,  and  New  Zealand. 

The  largest  of  the  22  grants  if  $30,000  to 
TransAfrica,  to  support  the  Washington- 
based  group’s  “continued  employment  of 
two  legislative  assistants  responsible  for 
tracking  policies  and  preparing 
testimony  and  policy  positions  on  issues 
affecting  Africa  and  the  Caribbean.” 

Other  U.S.  groups  receiving  their  first 
each  aid: 

•  Centre  for  Third  World  Organizing, 
Washington:  $3,000  for  its  program  to 
“forge  links  between  .  .  .  organizers 
from  .  .  .  domestic  organizations  and 
progressives  struggling  in  the  inter¬ 
national  arena.” 

•  Greensboro,  N.C.  Justice  Fund: 
$10,000  to  help  it  “seek  justice  in  racially 
stimulated  slayings  and  to  prevent 
miscarriage  of  justice.’  ’ 

•  Lakota  Treaty  Council,  Pine  Ridge, 
South  Dakota:  $3,000  to  “intensify  their  ac¬ 
tivities  in  the  defense  of  their  land  rights.” 

•  Southern  Organizing  Committee: 
$3,000  to  assist  a  “people's  newspaper 
which  will  help  build  the  movement 
against  racism  and  for  social  justice." 

•  National  Union  of  Panamaneans, 
New  York:  $3,000  for  its  general  work 
and  its  project  on  “black  population  and 
problems  of  national  development  in 
Panama  and  Nicaragua.” 


Methodists  rank  third  in  county  data 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  Roman 
Catholics  and  Baptists  predominate  in 
the  counties  of  America,  according  to 
an  ecumenical  study  based  on  1980 
census  data. 

Baptists,  in  25  denominations 
ranging  from  the  13-million  member 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  the 
tiny  untotaled  membership  of  Duck 
River  Baptists,  make  up  a  majority  of 
churchgoers  in  1,164  counties. 
Catholics  predominate  in  963. 

An  important  feature  of  the  study  is 
the  creation  of  a  map  indicating  the 
predominant  religious  group  in  each 
county  of  the  United  States. 

The  study  used  data  supplied  by  111 
religious  groups,  covering  112.5 
million  adherents.  It  includes  major 


Christian  groups  and  Reform  and 
Conservative  Judaism,  Orthodox 
Jews,  Muslims  and  at  least  50  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations  didn’t  take  part. 

Sponsoring  the  study  are  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church,  the  Sunday  School  Board  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  the 
Lutheran  Council  in  the  USA,  and 
Glenmary  Research  Center,  a 
Catholic  mission  agency  in  Atlanta. 

After  Baptists  and  Catholics, 
Methodists  predominate  in  374 
counties;  Lutherans,  227;  Latter-day 
Saints,  74;  Christian  (Disciples  of 
Christ,  Christian  Churches  and 
Churches  of  Christ),  52;  United 
'Church  of  Christ,  8;  Churches  of  God 


and  Reformed,  5  each;  the 
Presbyterian  *  family,  4;  the 
Mennonite  family  and  Moravians,  2 
each;  and  one  county  each  for 
Adventist,  Brethren,  Friends,  Congre¬ 
gational  Christian  and  Episcopal. 

Data  released  by  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  did  not  include  further  statistics. 
The  ecumenical  group  said  that  the 
full  study  on  church  membership  in  the 
U.S.  will  be  released  in  late  September. 

The  112.5  million  adherents  counted 
in  the  study  represent  49.7  percent  of 
the  total  U.S.  population,  the  study 
says.  Researchers  estimated  that  this 
is  91  percent  of  churchgoers  reported 
by  churches  to  the  Yearbook  of  American 
and  Canadian  Churches  for  1981 . 


World  Council  funds  53  groups 

Grants  aid  fight  against  racism 
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UM  task  force 
OKs  Nestle  plan, 
rejects  boycott 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  should  “refrain”  from  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  boycott  of  Nestle 
Corporation  products  “at  this  moment  in 
history,”  declared  the  denomination’s 
Infant  Formula  Task  Force  last 
Saturday  after  two  years  of  extensive 
study  and  negotiations. 

The  task  force  explained  that  except 
for  a  few  “relatively  trivial”  details,  the 
Nestle  Corp.  has  demonstrated  that  it  is 
correcting  the  problems  in  infant 
formula  marketing  that  inspired  many 
other  denominations  and  church  groups 
to  enlist  in  the  boycott  that  began  in  1977. 

Ask  UMC  units  to  end  boycott 

The  declaration  passed  unanimously 
by  the  taskforce  specifically  addresses 
United  Methodist  general  agencies  and 
annual  conferences  which  currently 
support  the  boycott.  It  asks  them  to  “re¬ 
examine  their  position  and  consider  con¬ 
cluding  their  participation  in  the 
boycott.” 

The  UMC’s  1980  General  Conference 
established  the  nine-member  task  force 
to  represent  the  denomination  in  trying 
to  resolve  the  infant  formula  controversy 
and  to  advise  whether  United  Methodists 
should  join  the  boycott. 

“After  we’ve  immersed  ourselves  in 
this  for  two  years,  we  owe  our  best 
judgment  to  those  persons  who  ask, 
‘Should  I  boycott  Nestle?’  ”  said  the  Rev. 
Philip  Wogaman,  chairman  of  the  task 
force,  last  Saturday. 

Until  then,  the  task  force  had  refused 
to  advise  for  or  against  the  action. 

“I  personally  have  honored  the  boycott 
faithfully  until  very  recently,”  revealed 
Dr.  Wogaman,  dean  of  UM-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary.  “But  I 
now  see  nothing  wrong  with  eating  a 
Nestle  Crunch  candy  bar." 

The  essence  of  the  controversy  has 
been  the  charge  that  aggressive  adver¬ 
tising  and  promotion  of  infant  formula 
worldwide  persuades  mothers  to  turn 
away  from  breastfeeding.  Due  to  the  lack 
of  education,  money  or  clean  water, 
infant  formula  often  is  misused  —  as  are 
other  breastmilk  substitutes  and  supple¬ 
ments  —  with  the  result  being  malnutri¬ 
tion  and  death,  the  task  force  was  told  by 
several  international  nutritionists  during 
its  studies. 

Industry  officials  said  there  is  no 
conclusive  evidence  to  show  that 
company  promotion  is  responsible  for 
that.  They  refused  to  negotiate  with  boy¬ 
cotting  groups.  However,  even  before  the 
task  force  became  involved.  Nestle  had 
discontinued  advertising  infant  formula 
directly  to  consumers. 

Dr.  Wogaman  expressed  the  sentiment 
of  several  task  force  members  last 
Saturday,  saying,  “When  I  got  involved 
two  years  ago,  I  personally  thought  that 
very  soon  we  would  go  to  the  church  and 
ask  for  a  boycott.” 

Nestle  Corp.  responds 

But  Nestle  officials  responded,  first 
cautiously  and  then  enthusiastically,  to 
the  task  forde’s  invitation  to  engage  in 
non-confrontive,  based-on-facts  dia¬ 
logue. 

The  latest  Nestle  efforts  to  comply  with 
internationally-approved  guidelines 
were  publicly  announced  for  the  first 
time  Saturday.  They  include  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  free  samples  to  doctors  families 
for  product  evaluation  (raised  questions 
of  bribery)  and  elimination  of  “mother- 
craft  nurses"  sent  by  Nestle  at  the 
request  of  some  governments  to  provide 
nutrition  information  in  homes  (raised 


questions  of  formula  promotion). 

Earlier  this  year.  Nestle  stopped  its 
practice  of  routinely  providing  free 
“discharge  packs”  of  formula  for 
mothers  leaving  the  hospital  and  the  use 
of  labels  that  glamorize  the  use  of  infant 
formula. 

The  task  force  statement  credits 
organizations  which  led  the  boycott  with 
“raising  the  consciousness  of  people  of 
good  will  around  the  world  to  the  serious 
ethical  problems  in  traditional  infant 
formula  marketing  practices.” 

With  the  entrance  into  the  debate  of 
several  professional  health  organiza¬ 
tions,  however,  the  boycott  no  longer  is 
necessary  to  pressure  Nestle  into  abiding 
by  its  promises,  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of 
New  Jersey  commented. 

‘Faith*  in  changes  made 

The  task  force  states  that  its  faith  in 
the  manufacturer's  future  ethical  con¬ 
duct  is  based  on  Nestles: 

•  Announced  policy  of  substantial 
compliance  with  the  internationally 
accepted  marketing  code  of  the  World 
Health  Organization  ; 

•  Development  of  company  instruc¬ 
tions  intended  to  implement  the  code; 

•  Establishment  of  an  independent 
body  to  monitor  compliance.  (Two  UM 
task  force  members  serve  on  that  10- 
person  commission. ) 

The  task  force  statement  expresses 
concern  about  potential  negative  results 
if  groups  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  as  well  as  outside,  continue  to 
boycott. 

That  could  give  the  impression  that  the 
Christian  community  neither  recognizes 
nor  rewards  corporations  which  make 
substantial  changes  in  response  to 
ethical  concerns,  the  task  force  stated. 
And  that  would  “make  it  increasingly 
difficult  to  convince  other  companies"  to 
raise  their  standards  to  Nestle’s.  The 
task  force  is  continuing  to  negotiate  with 
three  U.S.  manufacturers. 

“We  need  to  turn  this  loose  and  re¬ 
invest  our  energies  in  other  things  with 
even  larger  impact  on  suffering  and 
death,"  Bishop  White  said. 

Boycotting  groups  are  as  yet  unwilling 
to  withdraw  because  they  want  more 
time  to  monitor  whether  Nestle  truly  has 
changed,  the  Rev.  Jack  Cramer- 
Heuerman  told  the  Reporter.  A  United 
Methodist  pastor  and  representative  of 
INFACT,  the  central  boycotting 
organization,  he  has  attended  several 
task  force  meetings,  offering  questions 
and  comments  during  deliberations. 

He  said  the  ultimate  goals  of  the 
UMC’s  task  force  and  the  boycotting 
groups  essentially  are  the  same,  but  that 
the  boycotting  groups  have  less  faith  in 
Nestle  because  Nestle  officials  have 
misled  and  lied  to  them  at  other  times. 

The  task  force’s  statement  promises 
Nestle  that  “if  before  the  1984  General 
Conference  it  becomes  evident  that 
Nestle  has  not  been  dealing  in  good  faith, 
the  task  force  would  recommend  that  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  call  for  a 
full-scale  mobilization  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church." 

The  task  force’s  recommendations  will 
become  the  general  policy  for  the  de¬ 
nomination  if  the  UMC’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries  approves  them  in  October. 

If  after  that  the  UMC’s  General  Boards 
of  Global  Ministries  and  of  Church  and 
Society  don’t  call  off  their  boycotts,  the 
task  force’s  resolution  states,  they  “must 
provide  to  the  task  force  for  reference  to 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  at  its 
April  1983  meeting  the  criteria  which 
inform  that  action  as  well  as  the  condi¬ 
tions  required  to  end  their  participation 
in  the  boycott.” 


Coming  Your  Way! 
Church  Secretary 
Seminars 


Sharpen  your  skills  and  find  solutions 
to  ticklish  problems  unique  to  the  church 
secretary  when  you  attend 
Cokesbury’s  Church  Secretary 
Seminar.  An  experienced 
leader  will  show  you  how  to 
do  a  better,  more  creative  job. 

An  Idea  Workshop  and  an  in-depth  Workshop 
on  Membership  Records  will  give  you 
opportunity  to  learn  about  techniques 

and  resources,  and  you’ll  earn  .7  CEU  (Continuing  Education  Unit)  for 
participation.  You’ll  also  receive  a  FREE  copy  of  Abingdon’s  Handbook  for 
Church  Secretaries  (a  $6.95  value). 

Cost  is  $20  per  participant  for  the  one-day  session,  including  lunch. 

Confirmed  Dates  and  Locations  for  Church  Secretary  Seminars 


Sept.  21,  1982  Baltimore.  MD 
Sept.  22.  1982  Richmond.  VA 
Sept.  23.  1982  Raleigh.  NC 


Oct.  5.  1982 
Oct.  6.  1982 
Oct.  7.  1982 


Kansas  City,  MO 
Little  Rock.  AR 
Fort  Worth.  TX 


Contact  your  Cokesbury  Service  Center 
for  information  on  seminars  in  your  area. 


201  Eighth  Avenue  South 
P  O  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202 
Phone  615  749-61 13 


1661  Nonh  Non  invest  Highway 
Park  Ridge  IL  60068 
Phone  312  299-4411 


Cokesbury 
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Ne w  look 
given  UMYF 
resources 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  “UMYF 
Program  Quarterly,”  the  new  United 
Methodist  resource  for  use  with  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  youth  fellowship  groups 
is  a  “direct  response  to  what  local 
church  people  say  they  need  for  use 
with  UMYF  programs,”  said  the  Rev. 
H.  Claude  Young  Jr.,  editor  of  church 
school  publications. 

Through  research  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  was  told 
that  the  primary  purpose  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  is 
exactly  what  the  name  suggests, 
fellowship.  Many  UMYFs  follow  a 
club-style  approach  to  organization 
and  programming.  Research  showed 
that  planning  for  programs  often  is 
done  on  a  short-term  basis.  “The  new- 
quarterly  is  based  on  these  concepts,” 
Dr.  Young  added. 

Each  of  the  80-page  issues  will  have 
15  self-contained  meeting  plans.  It 
will  include  a  section  of  fellowship 
activities,  a  program  section,  and 
materials  for  worship  services.  Issues 
will  also  contain  party  ideas  and 
special  events  and  activities  to  fit  the 
season. 

A  supplementary  short  deadline 
publication,  “UMYF  Program 
Quarterly  Update,”  will  be  issued 
twice  each  quarter,  giving  youth 
groups  two  additional  program 
choices.  The  four-page  supplements 
will  provide  discussion-oriented 
programs  based  on  current  events  or 
developments  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

Both  publications  replace  “UMYF 
Arena"  and  “Update."  Curricular 
materials  for  the  denomination  are 
developed  by  the  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  published  by  Graded 
Press  and  distributed  by  Cokesbury, 
both  units  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 


NASHVILLE  —  P.Q.  is  his  name. 
He  was  created  by  Charles  Cox,  an 
artist  at  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

According  to  editor  Sharilyn  Adair 
who  thought  up  P.Q.,  “P.Q.  is  a 
member  of  every  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  in  every  district  of 
every  annual  conference  in  all  the  five 
jurisdictions  of  United  Methodism, 
and  a  little  of  P.Q.  lurks  in  all  of  us.” 
He  is  described  as  “loyal, 
exasperating,  faithful,  well-meaning, 
and  sometimes  klutzy.”  And,  also 
according  to  Ms.  Adair,  “We 
occasionally  see  (him)  when  we  look 
in  the  mirror.” 

P.Q.  can  be  seen  on  the  cover  of  the 
first  issue  of  the  new  “UMYF 
Program  Quarterly”  just  issued  by 
the  publishing  house. 


Convicted  protestors 
face  Oct.  1  deadline 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.  -  Five 
members  —  four  United  Methodists  and 
a  Roman  Catholic  —  of  a  non-denomi- 
national  peace  group  have  until  Oct.  1  to 
appeal  their  convictions  for  criminally 
trespassing  at  a  General  Electric  plant 
here  where  nuclear  satellite  devices  are 
made. 

The  United  Methodists  include  the  Rev. 
Dean  Snyder,  pastor  of  Drexel/Asbury 
United  Protestant  Ministry  and  a  UM  chap¬ 
lain  at  Drexel  University.  Mr.  Snyder  re¬ 
portedly  plans  to  wait  to  near  the  end  of 


ANITA  of  Indio  is  a  serious 
nine,-yeor-old  girl.  Her  father 
hos  cancer  and  is  not  expected 
to  live.  The  mother  is  not  edu¬ 
cated  and  is  utterly  destitute. 

We  have  promised  to  help 
Anita  by  seeking  a  sponsor  for 
her;  someone  to  provide  her 
daily  needs  and  to  say,  "I  care." 
Caring  for  the  world's  homeless 
children  has  been  the  impera¬ 
tive  task  of  WORLD'S  CHILDREN, 
INC.  since  1965.  Only  one  spon¬ 
sor  is  assigned  per  child.  The  fee 
is  $13  a  month  —  less  than  44£  a 
day  —  which  provides  the 
youngster  with  food,  an  educa¬ 
tion,  clothing.  The  child  also  re¬ 
ceives  a  good  spiritual  founda¬ 
tion  while  receiving  care  in  one 
of  our  63  Christian  hostels 
around  the  world. 

The  sponsor  receives  "their" 
child's  photo,  case  history, 
name,  address.  Progress  re¬ 
ports  received  during  the  year 
keep  the  sponsor  fully  informed. 

WCI  keeps  its  administrative 
costs  at  a  minimum.  In  1981, 
81.1  percent  of  funds  received 
were  sent  on  for  the  children's 
needs.  An  audit  copy  is  avail¬ 
able  upon  request.  All  donations 
to  WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  are 
tax-deductible. 


the  30-day  appeal  period  before  filing. 

A  county  district  court  sentenced  each 
person  to  pay  $200  each  or  spend  30  days 
in  jail.  Maximum  sentences  were  $300 
and  90  days. 

According  to  a  story  by  Louise 
Bartolett  in  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter,  the 
five  demonstrators  had  expected  their 
Sept.  1  appearance  before  the  court  to  be 
only  a  preliminary  hearing.  But  the 
hearing  became  a  trial  with  immediate 
sentencing. 

The  five  had  entered  the  main  doors  of 
the  GE  Space  Center  at  6  a. m.  on  Aug.  25 
and  chained  two  sets  of  doors  behind 
them.  Plant  security  personnel  appre¬ 
hended  them,  and  local  police  arrested 
them.  They  were  charged  with  defiant 
trespass,  meaning  they  refused  to  leave 
the  area  without  being  arrested.  The 
maximum  sentence  on  that  charge 
would  have  been  one  year  imprisonment 
and  a  fine. 

But  the  charges  were  reduced  to 
criminal  trespass  at  the  Sept.  1  trial. 

Mr.  Snyder  has  described  the  device 
made  by  GE  at  the  plant  as  a  controlled 
satellite  which  hastens  U.S.  response  in 
either  a  nuclear  attack  or  a  nuclear 
counterattack.  He  has  also  called  it  “a 
significant  part  of  the  Pentagon’s  absurd 
plan  for  a  protracted  six-month  nuclear 
war.” 

Before  they  were  arrested,  the  five  sat 
on  the  floor  in  a  circle  and  celebrated 
communion. 

The  Rev.  David  Fife,  superintendent  of 
the  UMC’s  Philadelphia  Northwest 
District,  represented  the  annual 
conference  at  the  trial.  He  said,  “I  am 
here  as  superintendent  to  testify  that 
violent  civil  disobedience  is  part  of  the 
heritage  of  the  church  when  we  feel  a 
higher  law  is  in  conflict.  Although  we 
wouldn’t  necessarily  be  involved 
ourselves,  we  need  to  encourage  in 
prayer  and  presence  those  people  who 
feel  led  by  the  spirit  of  God  to  witness. 
They  are  trying  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  people  the  terrible  threat  of  nuclear 
holocaust." 

Others  in  the  group  were  Raymond 
Torres,  lay  leader  at  Calvary  UMC  in 
West  Philadelphia,  two  UM  laywomen 
from  Philadelphia,  Janice  Hill  and 
Madeleine  McMahon. 

CLASSIFIED 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  Ministries 
at  3 .500- member  United  Methodist  Church.  Develop, 
implement  and  evaluate  programs  with  children, 
birth  through  sixth  grade  Christian  Education 
degree  necessary.  Salary  negotiable  Contact  Ms 
Janet  Price.  Diaconal  Minister  of  Education.  (303) 
471-8522,  420  North  Nevada,  Colorado  Springs.  CO 
80903 

England  At 
Thanksgiving 

Sites  of  Methodist 
History  &  Heritage 

leave  Dallas  Friday,  Nov.  19 
return  Dallas  Sunday,  Nov.  28 
$1 ,299  complete 


Sv**f _ 

C-ry— - 

Slot*  ond  Zip 

Writ*  lo:  Mr*.  Carol  A.  hroy ,  Director,  P.O.  loi 
2979.  Wlntor  Havon .  FL  »W0 


Contact: 

President's  Office 
Lon  Morris  College 
Jacksonville,  TX  75766 
(214)586-2471 


Runaway  teens  stir  church  action 

Two  million  youth  ‘on  the  run’ need  food,  shelter ,  a  ‘listening  ear’ 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Susan,  14, 
took  on  heavy  family  responsibilities  at 
an  early  age  because  her  father  was  an 
invalid  and  her  mother  worked  12  hours  a 
day  to  support  the  family.  Susan  became 
her  father’s  confidant  and  eventually 
their  relationship  became  a  sexual  one. 
She  refused  to  disclose  this  for  fear  of 
breaking  up  the  family. 

On  reaching  adolescence  Susan  stayed 
away  from  school,  drank  and  took  drugs. 
Susan  eventually  was  picked  up  in  a 
stolen  car.  She  was  put  into  a  foster 
home,  but  she  ran  away  with  a  boy 
friend.  When  he  deserted  her,  she  was  set 
adrift  on  the  street.  Approached  by  a 
pimp,  she  was  frightened  and  ran  to  a 
runaway  shelter  where  she  revealed  for 
the  first  time  the  sexual  abuse  by  her 
father. 

Now  Susan’s  in  a  group  home  where 
she  is  working  on  her  own  problems. 
Attempts  are  being  made  to  get  the 
family  into  counseling,  but  until  the 
father  can  admit  the  sexual  abuse  of 
Susan,  no  family  reunion  is  possible. 

This  case  study  of  Susan  and  two 
others  introduced  the  Consultation  on 
Homeless  and  Runaway  Youth  held  here 
last  month.  It  was  sponsored  by  the 
National  Division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Forty  representatives  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministries  met  with  speakers  from 
the  Runaway  and  Homeless  Youth 
Advocacy  Project  in  New  York  City, 
leaders  of  the  National  Network  of 
Runaway  and  Youth  Services,  private 
consultants,  and  a  researcher  for  a  state 
office  on  child  abuse.  Their  goal  was  to 
see  the  extent  of  the  problem,  what  local 
churches  might  do,  and  what  the 
National  Division  should  do. 

In  New  York  City  police  estimate 
20,000  runaway  and  homeless  youth 
between  nine  and  18  years  are  on  the 
streets,  said  Stuart  Aaronson,  an 
advocate  in  Albany  and  Washington. 
They  come  from  intact  and  single-parent 
families,  from  institutions,  and  foster 
care  homes.  Some  are  homeless 
pregnant  girls  and  young  mothers.  Some 
are  victims  of  child  abuse  and  §exual 
abuse.  Others  are  pleasure  seekers. 

A  multi-service  center  called  “The 
Door”  found  92  percent  were 
unemployed,  50  percent  school  dropouts, 
75  percent  drug  or  alcohol  users. 
Seventy-five  percent  needed  medical 
services.  Seventy  percent  came  from 
New  York  City. 


To  care  for  those  20,000  there  are  five 
centers  with  200  beds  in  addition  to 
emergency  facilities  with  four  to  30  beds 
each.  Last  year  12,000  young  people 
sought  help,  he  said. 

Up  to  2  million  on  the  run 

Nationally  there  are  1V&  to  2  million 
children  on  the  run,  reported  Jane  Bucy 
of  Galveston,  Texas,  chairperson  of  the 
National  Network  of  Runaway  and  Youth 
Services.  More  boys  than  girls  run  away, 
she  said,  but  more  girls  seek  help. 
Programs  in  Galveston  reported  71 
percent  of  runaways  are  white,  21 
percent  black,  and  6  percent  Hispanic. 
These  figures  parallel  population 
statistics.  Only  36  percent  crossed  state 
or  jurisdictional  lines.  Forty  percent 
were  no  more  than  50  miles  from  home, 
Ms.  Bucy  said. 

After  listening  to  the  group’s 
discussion,  Jane  Berdie  of  Denver,  a 
researcher  on  child  abuse,  said 
prevention  appears  to  fall  into  three 
categories.  The  first  need  seemed  to  be  to 
prevent  families  from  losing  their 
normal  functions,  thus  putting  the  child 
at  great  risk.  A  second  need  is  to  work 
with  adolescents  when  they  begin  to  stay 
away  from  home  a  short  time  but  still 
can  be  reached.  A  third  need  would  be  to 
work  with  young  people  who  have  been 
away  from  home  a  long  time  —  probably 
into  prostitution.  The  chance  of  success 
with  this  latter  group  is  much  lower,  she 
said.  Services  should  be  given  especially 
for  the  first  two  groups,  she  added. 

Mr.  Aaronson  advocated  emergency 
shelters  that  would  operate  24  hours  a 
day  and  provide  meals,  beds,  showers, 
medical  care,  and  “a  listening  ear.” 
Such  centers  can  empower  youth  by 
including  them  in  the  planning.  The 
service  must  be  confidential.  Mr. 
Aaronson  stressed  the  need  for 
supportive,  longer  term  independent 
living  arrangements  for  older 
adolescents  who  are  too  old  for  foster 
homes. 

Local  churches  can  help 

Discussing  how  local  churches  might 
help,  participants  suggested:  education 
to  increase  public  and  church  awareness 
of  the  problem,  care-oriented  and 
supportive  services,  and  advocacy. 

Among  suggestions  in  the  education 
category  were  television  programs  and 
public  service  announcements,  comics 
and  video  games,  and  visits  to 


community  service  agencies  to  see  what 
is  happening  to  young  people  who  get  into 
trouble.  These  visits  will  reveal  where 
gaps  in  services  exist. 

Some  child-care  agency  workers  said 
they  were  already  helping  with  street 
kids  and  only  needed  more  money  to 
extend  their  services.  Supportive 
ministries  would  include  classes  for  the 
education  of  parents  and  family 
counseling.  It  would  involve  education  in 
Parent-Teacher  Associations  to  make 
families  aware  of  the  possibility  that 
stresses  in  the  family  can  cause  children 
to  runaway. 

Benjamin  Kendrick,  director  of 
Marcy-Newberry  Center  in  Chicago,  said 
he  plans  to  go  home  and  “dust  off  our 
drop-in  center  for  kids  on  the  verge  of 
running.”  He  advocated  working  with 
parents  on  the  block.  "Unless  adults 
assert  themselves,  you  won’t  solve  the 
problem,”  he  said,  noting  that  adults  in 
his  neighborhood  got  drugs  moved  away 
from  public  playgrounds. 

Church  workers  in  youth  ministry 
expressed  pessimism  about  the 
possibility  of  federal  funding.  Each  year, 
it  was  reported,  Congress  authorizes  $25 
million  under  the  Runaway  and 
Homeless  Youth  Act  (Title  III  of  the 
Juvenile  Justice  Act),  but  monies  appro¬ 
priated  average  $10  million.  Now  the 
Reagan  Administration  has  advocated 
dropping  that  figure  to  $6.4  million  on  the 
theory  that  the  private  sector  can  make 
up  the  difference. 

Points  of  agreement  reached 

Participants  in  the  consultation 


apparently  agreed  on  several  points.  The 
family  is  at  the  heart  of  the  problem  of 
preventing  youth  from  running  away. 

Help  in  stabilizing  and  reuniting  families 
and  building  skills  for  parents  is  needed. 
Short-term  service  is  not  very  helpful. 

Most  long-term  runaways  cannot  be 
brought  back  into  institutions.  They  need 
other  types  of  solutions.  The  problem  is 
massive  even  though  invisible  in  many  I 
cities.  The  time  to  intervene  is  before 
kids  get  into  trouble  with  the  law. 

The  consultation  was  a  first  step  in 
learning  the  size  of  the  problem  and  ;  1 

where  the  needs  are  according  to  'David  I 

Billings,  a  staff  member  of  the  National 
Division.  It  is  part  of  a  process  to  ; 
discover  whether  present  services  ;  e 
supported  by  the  division  should  be  ( 

extended  or  a  new  effort  begun.  He  I 

promised  that  executives  of  children’s  j 
homes  and  other  community  agencies  J 
would  be  consulted  before  such  a 
decision  is  made. 

Bonnie  Offrink,  executive  secretary 
for  youth  serving  ministries,  said,  “It’s 
easy  to  latch  onto  a  new  problem,  but  we 
can’t  jump  onto  the  bandwagon  and 
leave  children  we  already  have 
programs  for.” 

Ann  Pfisterer,  president  of  the 
National  Division,  assured  participants,  f 
“We  are  firmly  committed  to  our 
ongoing  programs  but  are  looking  for 
alternative  ways  to  meet  new  needs.  The 
National  Division  is  getting  fewer  dollars 
from  World  Service  and  they  are  cheaper 
dollars.  We’re  struggling  to  make  our 
needs  known  to  the  laity,  to  lift  the  sights 
of  the  total  church  and  its  giving." 


Program  on  youth  refuge  to  air 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  Public 
Broadcasting  System  will  air  a  half- 
hour  documentary  about  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Ritter’s  Covenant  House  for 
runaway  and  homeless  kids  in  New 
York  City. 

The  program,  scheduled  to  be  aired 
on  at  least  55  PBS  affiliates 
throughout  the  country  during  the  last 
week  of  September,  is  part  of  the 
network’s  U.S.  Chronicle  series, 
anchored  by  Jim  Lehrer  of  “The 
MacNeil/Lehrer  Report.” 

In  addition  to  serving  as  a  refuge  for 
the  PBS-estimated  20,000  runaways 
flooding  New  York  streets  at  any 


given  time,  Covenant  House  has 
opened  centers  in  Guatemala  and 
Toronto,  and  will  start  a  program  in 
Houston  next  year. 

Father  Ritter’s  ministry  will  also  be 
the  subject  of  a  30-minute 
documentary  to  appear  early  next 
year  on  local  and  cable  TV  stations, 
produced  by  the  Los  Angeles-based 
Catholic  television  company  Cross 
Current  Communications. 

Mr.  Lehrer  said  of  his  subject, 
“Father  Ritter  is  not  only  a  pioneer, 
he’s  almost  alone.  Sadly,  the  situation 
is  too  dark  for  many  to  see  and  thus  to 
focus  on.” 


UM  pension  plans  benefit  from  law  changes 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Recent  changes  in  federal  tax  law  had 
two  major  positive  effects  on  United 
Methodist  general  pension  programs, 
according  to  the  pensions  board’s  chief 
financial  officer. 

The  Rev.  James  F.  Parker,  treasurer, 
told  the  Reporter  that  these  are  the 
changes  of  particular  interest: 

1.  Churches  and  church  organization 
employers  formerly  had  been  limited  by 
the  Internal  Revenue  code  as  to  how 
much  they  could  contribute  for  their 
employees  toward  a  tax-deferred 
annuity  plan  like  those  administered  by 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions. 

Under  the  recent  changes,  a  church  or 


church  organization  employer,  in  an 
effort  to  help  its  employees  “catch  up” 
for  any  under-funding  which  may  have 
occurred  during  those  restrictive  years, 
can  contribute  more  than  the  $10,000 
“annual”  limit  subject  only  to  a  $40,000 
“career”  maximum  of  “catch-up” 
contributions. 

Mr.  Parker  said  this  change  will  be 
“very  helpful”  to  those  who  wish  to  tax 
defer  more  of  their  income  in  particular 
years. 

2.  The  new  tax  law  specifically  extends 
general  tax-sheltered  annuity  rules  to 
retirement  income  accounts  maintained 
by  a  church  or  church  organization  for  its 
employees.  This  supercedes  a  previous 


///  ^ 


ATLANTA  (UMNS)  -  Five  Methodist 
denominations  cooperating  to  observe 
the  200th  anniversary  of  American 
Methodism  in  1984  will  have  their  own 
specially  designed  bicentennial 
Scripture  sections,  the  Pan-Methodist 
Bicentennial  committee’s  executive 
committee  learned  here  last  month. 

The  American  Bible  Society  plans  to 
publish  and  market  the  Pan-Methodist 
bicentennial  section  for  each  church. 
This  will  feature  historic  Wesleyan 
themes  found  in  Scriptures,  reported  the 
Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  vice  chairman 
and  coordinator  for  the  committee  and 


general  secretary  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  on  Ministries.  A  brief 
statement  about  each  of  the  participating 
denominations  will  be  included,  he  said. 

The  executive  committee  heard  that 
the  planbook,  which  is  to  be  a  major 
common  resource  for  the  five 
denominations,  is  proceeding  on 
schedule.  It  is  expected  to  be  available  in 
the  fall  of  1983. 

The  cooperating  churches  are  African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion,  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal,  Free  Methodist,  and  United 
Methodist. 


Internal  Revenue  Service  ruling  which 
indicated  that  only  insurance  companies 
or  mutual  funds  could  maintain  tax- 
deferred  (tax-sheltered)  annuities. 
Under  the  former  ruling,  Mr.  Parker 
explained,  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  could  not  enroll  any  new 
employers  or  their  participants  in  its 
plan  for  lay  employees. 

Mr.  Parker  said  that  there  are  also 
numerous  minor  effects  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pension  plans  in  the  recent 
regulations,  but  the  two  cited  are 
especially  significant. 

That  special  significance  was  spelled 
out  in  a  letter  from  the  board’s  general 
counsel,  James  M.  Walton-Myers,  to  the 
people  served  by  the  Board  of  Pensions. 

Both  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Walton- 
Myers  pointed  out  that  the  recent 
changes  to  make  pensions  legislation 
more  favorable  to  church-related  plans 
resulted  from  work  conducted  in 
Washington  and  elsewhere  by  a  group 
known  as  the  “Church  Alliance  for  the 
Clarification  of  ERISA.”  ERISA  is  the 
short-hand  term  for  the  Employee 
Retirement  Income  Security  Act  of  1974. 
The  United  Methodist  pensions  board 
and  similar  agencies  from  25  other 
denominations  formed  their  alliance  not 
only  to  clarify  the  1974  act  but  also  to 
seek  to  make  its  provisions  equitable  to 
employee  and  employer  participants  in 


church-related  persions  plans. 

The  recent  actions  by  Congress 
increasing  the  ability  of  churches  and 
denominations  to  provide  more  adequate 
retirement  plans  for  their  fclergy  and  lay 
employees  were  only  the  latest  results 
based  in  part  on  actions  by  the  inter¬ 
denominational  alliance. 

Mr.  Walton-Myers,  in  his  letter, 
expressed  special  thanks  to  Senators 
Lloyd  Bentsen  of  Texas  and  Robert  Dole 
of  Kansas  and  to  Representatives  Barber 
Conable  of  New  York,  Jim  Wright  of 
Texas  and  Pete  Stark  of  California  for 
their  assistance  in  passage  of  the 
alliance-sponsored  legislation. 

For  what  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time 
in  history,  a  denominational  pension  plan 
has  crossed  the  $1  billion  mark  in 
securities  portfolio  evaluation,  according 
to  United  Methodist  News  Service. 

Gerald  K.  Hornung,  general  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Pension^,  announced  that  as  of  Aug.  31 
assets  managed  by  the  board  were 
evaluated  at  $1,040,000,000.  The  United 
Methodist  pension  fund  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  world.  So  far  as  is  known,  it 
is  the  largest  denominational  pension 
fund. 

At  year  end  1981,  the  United  Methodist 
pension  fund  marketable  securities 
portfolio  amounted  to  $954  million. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Youth  build  playground  for  children’s  home 

GREENVILLE.  Tenn.  —  Youth  and  counselors  from  Fountain  City  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  spent  a  week  constructing  new  playground  equipment  on  the  Wiley  Center 
Campus  at  Holston  Home  for  Children  here.  The  youth  raised  the  money  for  the 
materials  and  provided  the  labor,  according  to  a  story  in  the  Holston  United  Method- 
ist,  the  conference  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

Unofficially  referred  to  as  the  “Thing"  or  the  “Monster,"  the  children  at  the  home 
have  the  assignment  of  giving  it  a  proper  name. 

Left  to  right  are  Guy  Tucker,  Tommy  Huser,  Becky  Griffey,  Mitch  Simpson,  Joella 
Cregger,  Robert  Lucas,  Stan  Hargraves,  Kim  Schumpert  and  Steve  Watson, 
counselor.  holston  united  methodist  photo 

Bicentennial  scriptures  planned 


Cokesbury  Can  tfelp! 

If  you  are  responsible  for  planning 
your  church’s  fall  and  winter  activ¬ 
ities  (including  Thanksgiving, 
Advent,  Christmas,  and  more)  .  .  . 

You  need  Cokesbury’s  annual  Fall  £s?  Winter 
1982  Catalog  of  Seasonal  Church  and  Church 
School  Resources! 

It  is  available  NOW  from  your  Cokesbury  Service 
Center  or  Cokesbury  store,  with  free  samples  of 
seasonal  church  bulletins  and  the  1982  Advent:  A 
Calendar  of  Devotions. 

@  Cokesbury 

ORDER  FROM  THE  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER  SERVING  YOUR  AREA: 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge.  IL  60U6H 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame.  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Avenue.  South  •  P.  O.  Box  801  •  Nashville.  TN  37202 
Shop  in  person  at  these  Cokesbury  Stores: 

Atlanta  •  Baltimore  •  Birmingham  •  Charlotte 
Cincinnati  •  Clearwater  •  Columbia  •  Dallas  (2  stores) 

Dayton  •  Denver  Englewood  •  Des  Moines  •  Detroit 
Elmhurst  •  Fort  Worth  •  Harrisburg  •  Houston 
Indianapolis  •  Jacksonville  •  Kansas  City  •  Knoxville 
Little  Rock  •  Memphis  •  Miami  •  Nashville  (2  stores) 

North  Canton  •  Park  Ridge  •  Pasadena 
Philadelphia  King  of  Prussia  •  Pittsburgh  •  Raleigh 
Richmond  •  San  Francisco'Burlingame  •  Syracuse 

Teaneck  •  Tulsa  P-587-LW 
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Schedule  for  CURRIC-U-SHOP  Comes  to  Louisiana 


ClIRRIC-U-SHOPS 


Ruston:  October  5 

9:00-9:30  Introduction  —  Orientation 
and  Worship 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin, 
Speaking 

9:30-10:45  Age  Level  Groups  and 
Preacher’s  Meeting 
10:45-11:15  Introduction  to  Learning 
Arena 

1 1 : 15-12 : 30  Interest  Groups 
1:00  Closing  (Private  Conversation 
with  Resource  People) 

5 : 30-6 : 30  Supper  and  Orientation 
6:30-6:50  Worship  —  Bishop  J. 

Kenneth  Shamblin.  Speaking 
7:00-8:15  Age  Level  Groups  and 
Preacher’s  Meeting 
8 : 30-9 : 45  Interest  Groups 
10:00  Closing 

Baton  Rouge:  October  7 

5 : 30-6 : 30  Supper  and  Orienta  tion 
6:30-6:50  Worship  —  Bishop  J. 

Kenneth  Shamblin,  Speaking 
7:00-8:15  Age  Level  Groups  and 
Preacher’s  Meeting 
8 : 30-9 : 45  Interest  Groups 
10:00  Closing 

Baton  Rouge:  October  8 

9:00-9:30  Introduction  —  Orientation 
and  Worship  —  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Speaking 
9:30-10:45  Age  Level  Groups  and 
Preacher’s  Meeting 
10:45-11:15  Introduction  to  Learning 
Arena 

11 : 15-12 : 30  Interest  Groups 
1:00  Closing  (Private  Conversation 
with  Resource  People ) 


Ruston:  Tuesday,  October  5 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
1000  Woodward  Avenue 

Baton  Rouge: 

Thursday/Friday,  October  7-8 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Corner  of  North  &  East  Boulevard 


A  Workshop  on  United  Methodist  curriculum  resources  for  everyone  .  .  . 
teachers,  superintendents,  coordinators,  pastors,  DCEs  .  .  .  you! 


What  is  a  CURRIC-U-SHOP? 

A  CURRIC-U-SHOP  is  an  opportunity  for  local  church 
school  teachers,  leaders,  and  clergy  to  see  a  display  of 
all  the  curriculum  resources  provided  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  to  talk  with  curriculum  editors 
and  staff  from  Nashville. 

There  will  be  displays  of  all  United  Methodist 
curriculum  materials  with  activity  centers  where 
participants  can  preview  filmstrips  and  films,  listen  to 
tapes  and  records,  and  play  simulation  games. 

The  CURRIC-U-SHOP  is  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  two  units  of 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  Cokesbury  and 
Graded  Press. 

The  CURRIC-U-SHOP  is  free  and  is  designed 
especially  for  church  school  teachers,  administrators, 
Christian  educators,  ministers  and  other  persons 
interested  in  the  education  programs  of  the  local  church. 
CURRIC-U-SHOPS  are  very  popular.  As  many  as  26,000 
persons  have  attended  similar  events  in  35  other 
conferences  during  the  past  year. 


Why  attend  a  CURRIC-U-SHOP? 

“What  a  fantastic  display  .  .  .  and  helps  of  all  kinds! 
And  the  leaders  gave  me  so  many  practical  ideas.’’ 

—  One  Pastor. 

“I’ve  never  had  so  many  of  my  problems  with  my 
church  school  class  solved  in  such  a  short  time.  It  was 
terrific.  —One  Church  School  Teacher. 

“This  is  the  best  display  and  interpretation  of  United 
Methodist  curriculum  resources  I’ve  ever  seen.  I  wish 
everyone  could  see  it.” 

—  Young  Layperson  Participant. 

Do  you  have  questions,  concerns,  needs,  and  problems 
regarding  YOUR  local  church  school  and  its  resources? 

Attend  CURRIC-U-SHOP  —  the  learning  explosion  of 
this  year  in  our  Conference  —  and  be  involved  in  a 
wonderful  learning  and  sharing  workshop  that  can  help 
your  church’s  Christian  education  program. 

DON’T  MISS  IT!! 

If  you  need  transportation  to  this  event  call  your 
pastor. 


September  8th  was  an  historic  moment 
for  the  television  studio  of  First  Church, 
Shreveport.  The  first  teleconference 
from  the  studio  was  transmitted  without 
a  flaw  in  cooperation  with  technicians  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  and  Dr.  Jim 
Moore  were  seen  on  television  “live”  via 
satellite  in  Nashville  by  executives  from 
the  general  church  boards  and  agencies. 
A  special  telephone  hook-up  enabled  the 
church  leaders  in  Nashville  to 


Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Dr.  D.  L. 
Dykes  and  Dr.  Jim  Moore  respond  to 
questions  from  church  leaders  in 
Nashville  during  first  teleconference 
from  First  Church,  Shreveport. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


communicate  directly  with  the  studio  in 
Shreveport  and  ask  questions  about  the 
T.V.  ministry  of  First  Church  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

The  hour  long  teleconference  also 
included  a  video  tape  review  of  various 
programs  produced  by  First  Church  and 
a  discussion  of  future  plans  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  the  area  of 
television.  Bishop  Shamblin  told  the 
group  in  Nashville  he  believes  “there  are 
so  many  things  we  are  presently  doing  as 
a  church  which  could  be  done  better  by 
using  television.” 

The  leaders  gathered  in  Nashville 
congratulated  First  Church  and  Bishop 
Shamblin  for  the  vision  and  service  being 
rendered  through  the  television  ministry 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


The  National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  begin  a  one  hour  weekly  broadcast 
each  Sunday  at  6:00  p.m.  on  October  3, 
1982.  The  program  will  be  broadcast  over 
the  satellite  up-link  of  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  and  will  include  a  Bible 
Study  by  Dr.  Edward  Bauman; 
programs  on  Christian  growth  with  Dr. 
O.  Dean  Martin  of  Gainesville,  Florida 
and  Dr.  Howard  Clinebell  of  Claremont 
School  of  Theology,  Claremont.  The 
program  will  be  broadcast  on  Satcom  3, 
Channel  18. 


Wesley  Foundation  Student 
to  Study  in  France 


Randy  James  Powell,  a  graduate  student  in  Art  History  at 
Tulane  University  was  recently  awarded  a  Fulbright  Grant  for 
,  graduate  study  in  France  during  the  1982-1983  academic 
V  A  season.  Randy  is  one  of  approximately  300  young  American 
/fjfck  students  and  artists  who  have  been  selected  for  Fulbright 
Randy  James  awards  this  year.  The  Fulbright  Program  is  part  of  the  U.S. 

Powell  Government’s  educational  and  cultural  exchange  program 

funded  and  administered  by  the  U.S.  International  Communication  Agency.  Mr. 
Powell  will  be  studying  at  the  University  of  Strasbourg  and  continuing  research  in  the 
field  of  Art  History,  in  which  he  is  an  M.  A.  candidate  at  Tulane. 

According  to  the  Reverend  Robert  Wagener,  director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Tulane,  Randy  is  not  only  an  outstanding  student  with  excellent  academic  abilities, 
but  is  also  a  very  active  young  adult  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  In  addition  to 
being  a  member  of  Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  active  on  the  Council 
of  Ministries  at  the  district  and  local  level,  he  has  also  been  a  driving  force  at  the 
Tulane  Wesley  Foundation.  Randy  has  served  as  Chairperson  of  the  Personnel 
Committee  and  recently  organized  a  fund  raising  drive  to  help  with  the  cost  of 
replacing  the  Chapel  roof  of  the  Wesley  Center. 

Hoiv  to  Speak  United  Methodist 


BOD  —  Board  of  Discipleship 
BODM  —  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 
BOGM  —  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
BOOM  —  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
CCOM  —  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries 

CFA  —  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration 

CORR  —  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race 

COSROW  —  Commission  on  Status  and 
Role  of  Women 

CPP—  Comprehensive  Protection  Plan 
CYT  —  Conference  Youth  Team 
DCOM  —  District  Council  on  Ministries 
DS  —  District  Superintendent 
EMLC  —  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
HMEP  —  Hospitalization/Medical 
Expense  Program 
MPP  —  Ministerial  Pension  Plan 
MRPF  —  Ministerial  Reserve  Pension 
Fund 

UMHE  —  United  Ministries  in  Higher 
Education 


Pastoral  Letters 


Parable  Of  The  New  Neighbor 

By  The  REVEREND  BOB  L.  LAWTON, 
pastor  of  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport. 

A  certain  man  moved  into  our 
community.  He  didn’t  fall  among 
thieves,  he  just  moved  in.  By  chance  a 
neighbor  came  by  and  saw  him.  The 
neighbor  said,  “I’m  running  late  in  my 
schedule  today  and  besides,  the  preacher 
probably  knows  about  him.  ” 

In  like  manner  another  neighbor  came 
to  that  place,  and  passing  by  on  the  other 
Side,  said, -“I  don’t  believe  in  being  a 
fanatic  about  religion;  I’ll  wait  until  he 
brings  up  the  subject  of  the  church,  then 


I’ll  invite  him  to  our  church  if  he  has 
time.”  But  a  certain  neighbor,  as  he 
journeyed  came  where  he  was,  and  when 
he  saw  him  he  was  moved  with 
compassion  and  stopped  to  welcome  him 
and  invited  him  to  church  the  next 
Sunday.  He  even  offered  to  come  by  for 
him,  which  he  did.  On  Sunday  morning 
he  took  him  to  a  church  school  class  and 
said,  “Take  care  of  this  man  and 
whatever  else  I  can  do,  I’ll  do  it.” 

Now  which  of  these  do  you  think  was  a 
Christian  neighbor  unto  him  who  moved 
into  our  community.  The  next  time  you 
see  a  moving  van  unloading  on  your 
street  remember  the  parable  of  “The 
New  Neighbor”  -  go  thou  and  do 
likewise. 
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Conference  Calendar 
October 

Wally  White  Lectures,  First  UMC,  Alexandria 
World  Communion  Sunday 

Mountain  Top  Retreat  (Retreat  for  Retirees),  Mt.  Sequoyah 
C.E.F.  Jurisdictional  Meeting,  St.  Antonio 
Curric-U-Shop,  Trinity,  Ruston 

Curric-U-Shop,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
Laity  Sunday 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Executive  Committee,  10:30  a.m., 
Headquarters  Building 

11-14  Best  Is  Yet  To  Be  ( Retreat  for  Retirees ),  Mt.  Sequoyah 
12  Support  Systems  Consultation,  10:30  a.m.,  Headquarters  Building 
18-21  Autumn  Time  ( Retreat  for  Retirees ) .  Mt.  Sequoyah 
22  UMW,  Executive  Committee,  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District, 
Headquarters  Building 

22  Cabinet  Meeting,  10:00  a.m.,  Headquarters  Building 

23  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board,  10:00  a.m.,  Headquarters  Building 

24  World  Order  Sunday 

29  Theological  Reflection  for  PAY  Class,  First  UMC,  Alexandria 

29- 30  UMW,  Financial  Promotion  Workshop 

30- 31  College  Student  Fall  Retreat 

31  Reformation  Day  ~ 


3- 5 
3 

4- 7 
4-8 
5 

7-8 

10 

11 


Home  of  Appreciation 
to  be  Dedicated 


On  Wednesday,  September  l£  1982,  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Bastrop  dedicated  a  home  in 
appreciation  to  their  past  pastors  and 
their  families.  The  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Arby  Coody,  retired  minister  and  wife  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  the  First 


residents  of  the  home.  The  Reverend  and 
Mrs.  Coody  have  served  churches 
throughout  Louisiana  and  have  family  in 
the  Bastrop  area. 

Pictured  above  is  a  view  of  the 
residence  at  205  Garfield  Drive  in 
Bastrop.  The  Reverend  William  D. 
Peeples  is  pastor. 


New  Educational  Building 
for  St.  Francis ville  UMC 


UMM  —  United  Methodist  Men 
UMW  —  United  Methodist  Women 
UMYF  —  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship 

YSF  —  Youth  Service  Fund 


Distinguished  Statesman 
Speaks  at  Centenary 

One  of  the  world’s  most  distinguished 
statesmen,  the  Right  Honorable  George 
Thomas,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  Privy  Councillor, 
officially  opened  the  academic  year  at 
Centenary  College  with  an  address  at  the 
President’s  Convocation  held  on 
Thursday,  September  16,  1982.  The  event 
began  with  the  procession  of  the 
faculty  and  seniors  into  Brown  Memorial 
Chapel. 

Mr.  Thomas,  a  native  of  Port  Talbot, 
South  Wales,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  for  37  years  and  has 
never  lost  an  election.  Prior  to  his 
appointment  as  Speaker,  he  served  as 
Deputy  Speaker  and  Chairman  of  the 
House  Ways  &  Means  Committee.  While 
serving  as  Secretary  of  State  for  Wales 
from  1968-1970,  he  was  responsible  for  the 
Investiture  of  His  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Charles  as  Prince  of  Wales. 

He  was  educated  at  the  University  of 
Southampton  and  was  an  educator  until 
his  election  to  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1945.  He  has  served  as  a  Methodist  lay 
preacher  for  40  years  —  a  role  he 
continues  today  —  and  has  served  as  the 
Vice  President  of  the  British  Methodist 
Conference,  the  highest  post  to  which  a 
layman  can  be  elected.  He  has  also  been 
the  Vice  Chairman  of  the  International 
Christian  Leadership  and  has  spoken  at 
the  Presidential  Prayer  Breakfast  in 
Washington,  DC. 


United  Methodists  in  St.  Francisville 
are  excited  about  their  plans  to  begin 
construction  on  a  new  Educational 
Building.  The  final  step  in  the  process  of 
gaining  approval  of  this  undertaking  was 
completed  Sunday,  September  5.  1982 
when  a  special  Church-Charge 
Conference  was  held.  At  this  meeting, 
presided  over  by  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed, 
District  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District,  the  church 
membership  gave  unanimous  approval 
for  the  construction. 

A  fund  drive,  started  in  November, 
1981,  has  raised  the  building  fund  to 
approximately  $85,000  with  construction 
costs  estimated  at  $100,000.  The  Building 
Committee  is  confident  of  raising  the 
additional  amount  needed  once 
construction  has  begun. 

The  Reverend  Harold  B.  Babin,  pastor 
of  the  St.  Francisville  United  Methodist 


Church  says  that  with  this  2,625  square 
foot  addition  to  the  existing  building,  the 
educational  facilities  will  contain 
approximately  4,425  square  feet.  “There 
has  been  a  great  need  to  expand  our 
facilities,”  the  Reverend  Babin  says, 
“and  with  the  new  addition  and  the 
refurbishing  of  our  older  building,  St. 
Francisville  Methodists  will  have  a 
building  for  which  they  can  be  proud.  St. 
Francisville  is  known  for  its  beautiful 
historic  buildings,  and  the  addition  is 
planned  to  blend  the  old  with  the  new.” 

Dr.  Reed  delivered  the  message  at  the 
morning  worship  service  prior  to  the 
Church-Charge  Conference  and  a 
covered  dish  luncheon  followed. 

This  was  Dr.  Reed’s  First  visit  to  St. 
Francisville  since  he  became  district 
superintendent  and  the  congregation  was 
most  pleased  to  meet  him  and  his  family. 


God’s  Love  Goes  Forth  to  the  Sky 

,  Two  United  Methodist  churches  celebrated  the  end  of  the 
’Hg  church  s.chool  year  on  August  29,  1982,  by  releasing  helium 
T  balloons  —  complete  with  messages  tied  to  them  —  into  the 
I  sky. 

At  Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
messages  were  written  by  church  school  class  members 
ranging  in  age  from  2  to  more  than  90.  Written  on  specially 
prepared  slips  of  paper  with  the  church’s  name  and  address, 
•  younger  members  drew  pictures  and  happy  faces,  while  older 
members  wrote  invitations  to  the  church  and  messages  of 
j  love.  One  of  the  most  poignant  messages  came  from  a  sixth 
I  grade  student  who  said,  “I’m  a  sixth  grader  and  I’m  going  into 
the  seventh  grade  —  I  need  to  know  all  I  can  about  God’s  love.” 
j  Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway  is  pastor. 

At  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Amite,  the  balloons  had 
I  cards  attached  with  names  and  words  of  welcome  to  those  who 
found  one.  “Please  phone  the  church,  748-5353,  if  you  happen  to 
have  one  float  down  in  your  yard!  ”  Prior  to  the  letting  go  of  the 
balloons,  everyone  joined  hands  and  sang  “He’s  Got  The  Whole  Word  In  His  Hands” 
and  the  theme  for  the  celebration  was  “Reach  Out  and  Touch  Someone  for  Christ.” 
The  Reverend  Robert  L.  Burgess  is  pastor. 

PHOTOGRAPH  BY  GUS  GtSTOVICH 

Religion  and  Race  Sem  inar  Held 

Istrouma  United  Methodist  Church 
was  the  site  of  the  Bi-District  Religion 
and  Race  Seminar  for  the  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  and  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  Districts  on  September 
11,  1982.  Mrs.  Margaret  St.  Amant  and 
the  Reverend  George  W.  C.  Calvin  were 
the  leaders  for  the  seminar  with  Dr. 

Daniel  Thompson,  professor  emeritus 
from  Dillard  University,  as  the  key  note 
speaker. 

Sixty-seven  persons,  representing  24 
churches,  were  in  attendance  for  the 


seminar  which  focused  on  the  fact  that 
we  must  be  constantly  aware  of  the  youth 
of  our  nation.  Dr.  Thompson  said 
“Racism  as  a  problem  cannot  be  solved 
by  tackling  the  problem.  Only  by 
working  together  with  a  common  goal  — 
our  youth  —  can  we  overcome  racism.” 

Exploration  groups  were  headed  by 
leaders,  both  clergy  and  lay,  in  the  two 
districts,  and  goals  for  the  coming  year 
were  set,  including  organizing  a 
Metropolitan  Mission  Board  for  the  inner 
city. 
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Christian  faith  sustains  and  strengthens  marriage 


Love  is  a  decision, 
not  just  an  emotion 

By  DOUGLAS  W.  SCOTT 
Mesa.  Arizona 

The  day  I  took  the  vows  of  marriage  I 
made  a  decision.  Little  did  I  realize  the 
full  impact  of  that  pledge  to  love.  Since 
that  day,  life  has  brought  all  it  promises 
to  everyone.  Many  decisions  have  been 
made  concerning  where  to  live,  when  to 
have  children  and  what  profession  to 
enter. 

Somewhere  the  realization  came  that 
love,  also,  is  a  decision,  not  just  an 
emotion.  The  Great  Commandment  says 
to  love  God,  neighbor  and  self.  It  does  not 
say  to  feel  love.  In  sharing  this  with  my 
spouse,  my  love  began  to  grow. 

When  we  were  first  married,  we 
promised  to  eat  properly,  maintain 
sound  health  practices,  never  embarrass 
each  other  in  public  and  never  go  to  sleep 
angry  or  without  a  kiss.  A  deep  respect 
for  each  other  developed  as  we  followed 
this  plan.  A  sense  of  pride  in 
accomplishment  and  a  sense  of  humor 
matured. 

Since  realizing  that  love  is  a  decision, 
to  keep  that  love  alive  we  take  time  to 
talk  each  day  to  plan  the  tasks  that  make 
our  home  run  smoothly.  This  is  done  at 
home  or  while  walking  or  jogging.  Each 
new  day  is  given  to  God  to  bless. 

A  banner  hangs  in  our  bedroom  with 
these  words  inspired  by  Dr.  Charles 
Goff :  “Love  is  the  desire  to  bless  with  all 
you  have.’’  It  is  difficult  to  have  ill 
feelings  after  reading  that.  I  think  of  the 
articles  written  on  making  marriages 
last,  but  it  comes  back  to  that  one  point: 
the  decision  to  love. 

Mr.  Scott  is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Mesa,  Arizona,  and  has  been  married  21 
years. 

A  winning  marriage 
doesn’t  keep  score 

By  EILEEN  SPEAR 
Fayetteville.  New  York 
Maybe  our  marriage  has  survived  30 
years,  four  children  and  five  pastorates 
because  we  have  used  two  senses;  our 
sense  of  commitment  to  Christ  and  each 
other  and  our  sense  of  humor. 

We’ve  developed  our  commitment  to 
Christ  by  having  a  time  for  study  and 
prayer  together  and  attending 
conferences  and  retreats  which  have 
challenged  us  to  grow. 

We’ve  learned  to  be  sensitive  to  each 
other’s  needs  and  learned  how  to 
communicate  our  feelings  and 
frustrations. 

We’ve  laughed  a  lot  and  enjoyed  many 
things  together  but  recognize  that  there 
are  things  that  we  do  not  have  to  share. 
For  instance,  he  can  take  a  boat  ride  and 
I  can  play  Scrabble  .  .  .  But  then,  lf‘we 
really  want  to  say,  “I  love  you,”  I’ll  ride 
in  the  boat  and  he’ll  play  Scrabble  with 
me. 

A  good  marriage  relationship  seems 
like  a  lot  of  give  and  take  with  nobody 
keeping  score. 

Mrs.  Spear  is  a  member  of  Fayetteville 
UMC,  Fayetteville,  New  York. 

A  union  of  fact 
and  fantasy 

By  PHYLLIS  MCCALLUM 
San  Jose.  California 
He’s  all  fact  (a  geneticist)  and  I’m  all 
fantasy  (a  playwright  for  children).  An 
impossible  combination,  you  say?  Not  so. 
We  each  admire  the  other’s  qualities  that 
we  lack  and  have  had  45  happy  years  of 
marriage.  Perhaps  the  reason  is  that  we 
both  prayed  for  the  success  of  our 
marriage  on  our  wedding  night.  Perhaps 
it  is  because  we’re  careful  never  to  lose 
our  temper  at  the  same  times.  Perhaps  it 
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Posing  the  question  of  faith  and  marriage  may 
be  more  important  than  the  answers  received 


More  than  100  Reporter  readers 
responded  to  our  invitation  during 
August  to  share  how  their  religious  faith 
has  been  a  significant  help  in  developing 
and  maintaining  a  strong,  Christian 
marriage. 

We  are  pleased  to  devote  our  entire 
editorial  page  this  week  to  publishing 
some  of  the  best  of  those  reader  re¬ 
sponses.  Those  chosen  reflect  a  wide 
variety  of  ways  in  which  marriage  and 
faith  intersect.  While  affirming  that  the 
church  should  continue  to  be  a  strong 
advocate  of  marriage,  they  also  make 
clear  that  there  is  no  ideal  formula  for 
“Christian  marriage”  which  the  church 
should  seek  to  teach.  At  the  same  time, 
several  themes  surfaced  time  and  again 
in  the  essay -writers’  descriptions  of  what 
makes  for  a  successful  marriage  in  a 
Christian  context. 

1.  There  must  be  a  commitment  to  the 
marriage  as  a  unique  gift  from  God.  A 
marriage  is  likely  to  become  strong  and 
durable  when  the  participants  look  upon 
their  vows  to  one  another  also  as  a  sacred 
commitment  to  God.  By  committing 
themselves  to  remain  in  relationship  “till 
death  us  do  part”  and  meaning  it, 
Christian  couples  affirm  that  marriage  is 
not  simply  a  short-term  human 
institution,  but  a  God-given,  life-long 
means  for  responding  to  God’s  greatest 
gifts. 

2.  The  partners  in  healthy  marriages 
exhibit  real  empathy  for  one  another  on  a 
consistent  basis.  In  those  marriages 


which  are  "working”  best,  the  partners 
strive  to  identify  with  each  other’s  needs 
and  desires.  They  practice  the  spirit  of 
mutuality  which  Paul  counseled  in  his 
letter  to  the  Ephesian  church:  “Be 
subject  to  one  another  out  of  reverence 
for  Christ.” 

3.  Marriage  is  strengthened  when 
couples  intentionally  set  aside  time  to  do 
things  together.  Some  of  these  activities 

—  such  as  prayer  before  bedtime, 
reading  the  Bible  or  a  daily 
devotional  guide,  and  attending  church 
school  and  worship  —  are  overtly  and 
self-consciously  religious.  Others  —  such 
as  taking  walks  together,  riding  bikes  or 
or  simply  conversing  about  mutual 
concerns  —  while  not  exclusively 
religious,  deepen  the  sense  of  common 
purpose  between  marriage  partners. 

Many  readers  reported  that 
participation  in  a  Marriage  Enrichment 
or  Marriage  Encounter  weekend  had 
done  a  great  deal  to  strengthen  both  their 
faith  and  their  marriages.  The  number  of 
essay-writers  who  mentioned  such  an 
involvement  is  undoubtedly  dispropor¬ 
tionate  to  those  in  the  church’s  total 
membership  who  actually  attended  a 
Marriage  Enrichment  or  Marriage  En¬ 
counter  event.  This  suggests  that  such  in¬ 
tensive,  short-term  spiritual  life  retreats 

—  whether  taking  the  form  of  a  guided 
“encounter”  or  an  unstructured  time 
alone  in  serious  searching  and  reflection 

—  can  deepen  the  commitment  between 


a  Christian  husband  and  wife  and  affect 
their  day-to-day  relationship  in  a  pro¬ 
foundly  positive  way. 

4.  Those  marriages  are  healthiest  in 
which  the  partners  see  no  stage  of  their 
relationship  as  a  finished  product. 
Rather  each  stage  is  but  the  latest  step  in 
a  life-long  search  for  mutual  meaning 
and  fulfillment  No  single  method  or 
approach,  no  matter  how  well-conceived 
and  helpful  to  some  people,  can  fully 
satisfy  this  search.  There  are  perhaps  as 
many  ways  to  develop  a  strong  Christian 
marriage  as  there  are  couples  who  try. 

The  church  can,  and  should,  seek  to 
foster  strong  and  healthy  marriages.  One 
of  the  most  important  ways  for  this  task 
to  be  fulfilled  is  by  continually 
encouraging  those  who  are  married  to 
make  their  faith  the  foundation  of  their 
marital  relationship.  One  excellent 
means  of  doing  this  is  for  adult  Sunday 
school  classes  to  discuss  what  it  means  to 
have  a  “Christian  marriage”  and  how 
such  a  relationship  may  be  developed 
and  maintained. 

As  one  reader  commented,  the 
Reporter’s  essay  invitation  caused  her  to 
struggle  with  an  important  question 
which  she  had  not  even  been  asking.  The 
group  of  essays  elsewhere  on  this  page 
provide  many  insights  and  suggestions 
worthy  of  consideration  by  any 
individual,  couple  or  group  disposed  to 
look  upon  marriage  as  a  gift  from  God  to 
be  nurtured  and  enjoyed. 


is  because  our  marriage  is  more 
important  than  either  of  our  careers  and 
we  have  kept  it  green.  We  say  and  mean 
“I  love  you”  many  times  a  day. 

Some  wives  protest  “I  married  for  life 
but  not  for  lunch.”  Now  in  our  retirement 
years  (the  best  part  of  life)  we're 
together  night  and  day  and  love  it.  Of 
course  we  started  out  that  way.  He  was 
looking  through  a  microscope  hours  on 
end  researching  his  PhD  and  I’d  read 
aloud  to  him  or  we’d  listen  to  the 
Metropolitan  Opera  broadcast.  All  my 
restless,  yearning,  questing  teenage 
years  were  answered  in  our  togetherness 
in  our  little  shack  in  the  middle  of  the 
Stanford  experimental  garden. 

We  did  not  have  our  children  until  we 
could  afford  them.  We  worked  together 
as  a  loving  team,  whether  it  was  bathing 
the  babies  or  producing  family 
marionette  shows  for  churches  and 
schools.  Sorry!  We  have  had  no  dramatic 
obstacles  to  overcome,  not  even  a 
quarrel.  Perhaps  I  married  the  perfect 
man. 

Mrs.  McCallum  is  a  member  of  the 
Willow  Glen  UMC,  San  Jose,  California. 

Different  lives  find 
unity  through  Christ 

By  KAREN  BREWER  HALL 
Somerville.  Tennessee 
“Till  death  do  you  part.”  What  heavy 
words  for  a  bride  on  her  18th  birthday!  I 
had  just  gotten  old  enough  to  "live”  and 
there  I  was,  signing  my  life  away.  But 
somehow,  I  knew  it  was  going  to  work. 

Five  years  and  a  2V2-year-old  son  later, 
the  marriage  that  began  with  spiked 
punch  at  the  reception  (a  “neat  joke”  on 
an  aspiring  minister  and  a  preacher’s 
daughter)  and  a  trip  to  the  emergency 
room  (Richard  closed  the  hood  of  our 
“decorated”  car  on  my  hand)  is  very 
much  alive  and  well. 

I’ve  wondered  what  ever  made  me 
think  we’d  make  it.  He  was  science 
fiction  and  seafood.  I  was  biography  and 
steak  and  potatoes.  He  was  “Star  Trek” ; 
I  was  “I  Love  Lucy.” 

But  we  were  friends.  We  both  enjoyed 
Tolkein,  B.  C.  cartoons  and  Barry 
Manilow.  We  knew  how  to  communicate, 
too.  We  could  talk  about  anything 
imaginable.  We  also  developed  a  very 
needed  sense  of  humor  to  the  point  of 
being  able  to  laugh  at  ourselves  and  the 
mistakes  we  made. 

Finally,  and  most  importantly,  we  both 
loved  the  Lord  and  had  dedicated  our 
lives  to  Him.  Through  Christ  our  two 
very  different  lives  somehow  became  as 
one.  Even  now  our  marriage  is  changing, 
reaching  for  new  dimensions.  We're 
going  to  get  married  again  someday,  and 
then  it  will  be  even  better  —  we’ll  know 
what  we’re  getting  into! 

“I  marry  you  morning  by  morning, 
day  by  day,  night  by  night, 
and  every  marriage  makes 
this  marriage  new.  ” 

—  John  Ciardi 
Mrs.  Hall  is  a  member  of  Lafferty 
UMC  in  Somerville,  Tennessee. 


Don’t  settle  for  -> 

wedding  day  bliss 

By  BRUCE  AND  DOROTHY 
BUCHANAN 
Glenville,  Minnesota 

“May  you  always  be  as  happy  as  you 
are  today.”  When  this  wish  was  offered 
to  us  on  our  wedding  day,  it  sounded 
beautiful.  But  we’re  glad  we  didn’t  settle 
for  that.  Thirty-eight  years  together  — 
living,  learning,  liking,  laughing,  and 
always  loving  —  we  are  enjoying 
happiness  far  beyond  our  expectations. 

In  our  dating  days  we  decided  to  pray 
together  before  we’d  say  goodnight.  That 
habit,  which  began  in  our  youth,  is  still  a 
stabilizing  influence  in  our  marriage.  It’s 
almost  impossible  to  hang  onto  any  bad 
feelings  for  each  other  when  you  hold 
hands  and  audibly  pray  together. 

A  few  years  ago  we  spent  a  weekend 
together  —  probably  more  together  than 
we  had  ever  been  before.  They  call  it 
Marriage  Enrichment.  In  this  very 
special  environment,  we  learned  new 
ways  to  experience  and  express  our 
feelings  for  each  other. 

Not  every  day  is  exciting  and  happy; 
sometimes  one  or  the  other  of  us  feels 
really  rotten.  However,  that  bad  day  or 
unhappy  feeling  does  not  change  the  fact 
that  our  marriage  is  solid.  With  God  at 
the  center  of  pur  lives  and  our 
relationship,  we  have  everything  we 
need. 

Since  God  is  Love,  we  should  not  be 
surprised  when  we  feel  His  presence  as 
we  are  loving  each  other. 

How  wonderfully  He  works! 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buchanan  are  members 
of  the  UMC  in  Glenville,  Minnesota. 

Life  journey  affirms 
meaning  of  vows 

By  CINDA  H.  FOULKROD 
Windham,  Ohio 

To  John:  My  Husband,  Lover,  and 
Friend, 

Almost  13  years  and  four  children  ago 
we  shared  in  this  pledge  —  "I  TAKE 
YOU,  JOHN,  TO  BE  MY  WEDDED 
HUSBAND. 

Wow!  "I  take  you"  means  accepting 
you  and  your  giving  of  yourself  to  me. 
What  a  gift! 

".  .  .  TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD,  FROM 
THIS  DAY  FORWARD.  . 

Our  relationship  is  an  intimate  one. 
Holding  you  is  special! 

“.  .  .  FOR  RICHER  FOR  POORER 

John,  early  in  our  marriage  you 
wanted  to  make  a  million.  Then  you 
entered  the  ministry.  So  here  we  are 
now,  without  many  possessions  and  often 
struggling  to  know  the  difference 
between  what  we  want  and  what  we  need 
—  always  “wanting"  more  and  often 
“needing."  I  guess  no  one  said  it  would 
be  easy. 

.  IN  SICKNESS  AND  IN 

HEALTH 


Would  I  have  married  you  had  I  known 
how  hard  it  is  to  take  care  of  you  when.jj 
you're  sick? 

"...  TO  LOVE  AND  TO  CHERISH 
UNTIL  DEATH  SEPARATES  US.  .  .” 

We  have  struggled,  John.  We  are  two 
unique  people  at  times  needing  our  own 
space  to  grow.  But  how  beautiful  it  has 
been  to  love  each  other  through  hard 
times  and  somehow  learn  to  cherish  each 
other’s  dreams.  I  hope  and  pray  death  is 
a  long  way  off,  for  our  journey  in  life 
together  is  just  beginning. 

"...  I  BELIEVE  THIS  IS  GOD’S 
INTENTION  FOR  US  .  .  .” 

God  is  a  part  of  our  relationship.  I  feel 
close  to  God  when  I  feel  close  to  you. 
Loving  and  caring  become  real ! 

"...  I  PLEDGE  YOU  MY  FAITH.” 

My  faith  keeps  me  going  at  times  when 
I  think  I  could  give  up.  To  “pledge  you 
my  faith”  means  to  put  everything  I  have 
and  then  some  into  my  commitment  to 
you. 

Mrs.  Foulkrod  is  a  member  of 
Windham  UMC  in  Windham,  Ohio. 

‘We  married  each 
other,  not  parents’ 

By  LINDA  B.  LAWYER 
Boothwyn.  Pennsylvania 

Our  faith  in  a  personal,  saving  God  has 
greatly  affected  our  marriage.  Because 
we  are  gifts  from  God  to  each  other,  we 
cannot  take  our  mate  for  granted.  Each 
is  a  blessing  from  the  Lord.  My 
husband’s  strengths  have  helped  turn  my 
weaknesses  into  strengths,  just  as  mine 
have  helped  him  overcome  obstacles. 

God  gave  us  different  personalities  for 
a  purpose.  It  is  not  our  job  to  change  each 
other,  only  trust  God  to  change  us.  We 
can  learn  new  views  and  balance  one 
another.  He  loves  to  teach,  I  love  to  ask 
questions.  He  is  neat,  I  am  sloppy.  He  is 
organized,  I  am  scatter-brained.  Yet,  we 
can  see  the  advantages  in  walking  the 
middle  ground. 

Secondly,  we  realize  we  married  each 
other,  not  our  parents.  We  moved  from 
family  and  friends  to  start  our  life 
together.  We  had  only  each  other  to  be 
with,  to  talk  to,  to  depend  on.  We  couldn’t 
fight  —  who  would  take  our  side?  So  we 
learned  to  be  friends.  We  had  to  stand  on 
our  own  merit.  We  were  able  to  develop  a 
private  life,  our  own  lifestyle.  We  could 
make  whatever  compromises  necessary 
with  no  one  to  criticize  us.  Our  unity 
brought  us  closer  to  our  parents,  as  we 
are  no  longer  threatened  by  their  ideas. 
We  are  not  extensions  of  their  marriages 
—  we  have  our  own  identity. 

Lastly,  we  have  dared  to  dream  and 
encourage  each  other  to  “give  it  a  shot!” 
My  husband  has  helped  me  grow  from  an 
insecure  person  to  a  confident  group 
leader.  I’ve  encouraged  him  in  an 
important  career  change.  Recently  we 
each  started  our  own  businesses.  We  are 
dreaming  of  yet  another  enterprise. 

We  have  a  big  God  who  gives  big 
dreams  and  big  marriages.  I’m  glad  we 
have  chosen  to  keep  Him  as  Leader  in 
our  home. 


Mrs.  Lawyer  is  a  member  of  the  Mount 
Hope  UMC  in  Brooklyn.  Pennsylvania, 
and  has  been  married  15  years. 

For  50  years  ‘We 
Have  done  our  best’ 

By  MRS.  R.  L.  BIDDLE 
Delray  Beach.  Florida 
How  can  we  define  a  happy  marriage? 

I  like  to  think  of  it  as  an  equal 
partnership  in  a  caring  and  sharing 
relationship.  Basic  to  this  is  a  religious 
faith  that  has  grown  stronger  with  each 
passing  year.  We  have  been  involved  in 
church  work  since  very  early  in  our 
marriage. 

We  have  been  blessed  with  two 
daughters  and  one  son  and  have  been 
granted  the  great  bonus  of  seven 
grandchildren.  Morning  devotions,  grace 
at  mealtimes,  and  earnest  prayers 
together  have  given  us  inner  peace  and 
strength  in  times  of  deep  concern. 

As  I  look  back  over  our  life  of  50  years 
together  I  can  recall  times  of  stress  — 
serious  health  problems,  a  grandson 
struck  down  by  a  car,  a  son  in  a  head-on 
collision.  Prayer  has  kept  us  close  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  and  to  each  other.  We 
can  look  at  each  other  and  say,  “We  have 
done  our  best,  now  we  must  leave  the  rest 
to  Him,  who  sees  the  end  for  the 
beginning.  He  loves  us  and  ours  even 
more  than  we  love  each  other.” 

God  did  not  promise  us  a  rose  garden, 
but  He  has  made  us  less  sensitive  to  the 
thorns. 

Mrs.  Biddle  is  a  member  of  Cason 
UMC,  Delray  Beach,  Florida. 

Holy  Spirit  seen  as 
marriage  counselor 

By  M.  F.  HARKNESS 
Spring  Hill,  Kansas 

Matthew  7:7:  Ask  and  you  will  receive, 
seek  and  you  will  find;  knock,  and  the 
door  will  be  opened  to  you. 

Several  years  ago,  I  came  to  the 
realization  that  my  marriage  was  in  such 
a  bad  state  that  if  it  didn’t  get  better,  it 
would  have  to  end.  Having  had  a  great 
deal  of  faith  as  a  child,  I  had  drawn  away 
from  regular  worship  and  prayer  during 
the  earlier  years  of  my  marriage  and 
therefore  sought  professional  help  from  a 
mental  health  agency  rather  than  a 
minister. 

My  spouse  rejected  the  idea  of 
counseling  in  the  beginning,  so  I  set  out  to 
explain  my  problems  from  my  feelings 
only.  After  a  few  sessions,  my  spouse 
agreed  to  take  a  “personality 
evaluation”  test  which  I  had  also  taken. 
When  the  results  of  these  tests  were 
compared,  my  counselor  advised  me  that 
I  could  never  be  happy  with  this  spouse 
and  proceeded  to  encourage  me  toward 
more  self-confidence,  independence,  and 
eventually  divorce. 

I  remember  going  home  very  sad  and 
thinking,  “Why  couldn’t  I  be  lucky 
enough  to  have  been  assigned  a  Christian 
counselor  who  believed  more  in  the 
sacredness  of  marriage?”  And  then  I 
came  to  a  very  bright  realization  —  “I 
am  a  Christian;  I  have  the  most  knowl¬ 
edgeable  Counselor  at  my  fingertips.  I 
have  the  Holy  Spirit  who  will  listen  to  my 
faintest  request  if  I  but  only  ask !  ” 

I  returned  to  the  following  session  to 
inform  the  counselor  that  I  wanted  to 
work  toward  saving  my  marriage 
regardless  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
changes  might  have  to  be  my  personal 
changes  in  ideas  and  attitudes  toward 
my  spouse,  and  more  acceptance  of  the 
reality  of  my  situation.  Step  by  step, 
hand  in  hand  with  the  Holy  Spirit  through 
prayer,  Bible  study,  meditation  and 
commitment,  I  learned  to  “accept  the 
things  I  cannot  change,  change  the  things 
I  can,  and  have  the  wisdom  to  know  the 
difference.” 

Today,  13  years  later,  my  marriage  is 
truly  a  happy  affair  and  has  provided  a 
warm,  beautiful  home  for  our  children.  I 
owe  the  strength,  patience,  power  of 
forgiveness  and  love  all  to  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  came  into  my  heart  and  guided  my 
actions. 

And  I  will  be  with  you  always,  to  the 
end  of  the  age.  Matt.  28:20 

Mrs.  Harkness  is  a  member  of  Spring 
Hill  UMC,  Spring  Hill,  Kansas. 

‘Encounter’  blends 
commitment ,  faith 

By  LUTHER  AND  KAY  WALLACE 
Littleton,  Colorado 

We  brought  to  our  marriage  strong 
individual  faiths  and  an  enthusiastic 
“yes”  to  this  life-long  commitment.  We 
had  the  ingredients  for  a  working, 
growing  relationship  —  our  commitment 
and  our  personal  relationships  with  God 
—  but  we  didn’t  know  how  to  use  them. 
Years  later,  our  marriage  was  good,  but 
it  just  wasn’t  going  anywhere.  Like  the 
elements  of  an  epoxy  glue,  our 
“ingredients”  could  form  the  strongest 
bond  only  if  we  worked  them  together 
letting  God  be  the  catalyst. 

Several  years  ago  we  began  this 
“kneading”  process  —  this  unique 
blending  of  our  commitment  and  our 
faiths.  Through  our  experiences  on  a 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  300 
member-families  of  the  Evergreen  UMC 
in  Evergreen,  Colorado  (Rocky 
Mountain  Conference) . 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 


Marriage  Encounter  weekend,  we 
learned  to  communicate  —  to  express 
ourselves  so  the  other  could  understand 
and  to  listen  with  a  caring  attitude.  As 
we’ve  grown  more  confident  in  each 
other  and  in  our  ability  to  communicate 
effectively,  we’ve  begun  to  share  the 
more  important  areas  of  our  lives, 
including  our  faith.  We’ve  grown  in  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  His  love  through 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  unwavering 
foundation  of  our  marriage.  We  feel  the 
impact  on  our  relationship  —  God  is  a 
part  of  the  daily  realities  of  our  lives. 

We  have  found  the  key  to  our  growing 
relationship  —  our  awareness  that  God 
undergirds  our  marriage  with  His  love. 
We  still  have  our  ups  and  downs,  but  the 
power  of  God’s  love  in  our  marriage 
challenges  us  to  seek  more  in  our  / 
marriage,  in  our  individual  faiths,  and  in 
our  shared  faith. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  are  members  of 
St.  Andrew  UMC  in  Littleton,  Colorado, 
and  have  been  married  18years. 

Other  church  couples 
taught  cheerful  giving 

By  JOHN  CONNER 

Garland.  Texas 

Our  marriage  continues  to  grow  after 
25  years  because  we  practice  positive' 
Christian  living.  Practicing  positive 
Christian  living  is  based  on  many 
concepts,  and  examples  found  in  the 
Bible,  but  it  can  be  summarized  in  one  . 
word  —  giving.  Our  primary  task  as  . 
marriage  partner?  and  disciples  of  , 
Christ  is  becoming  steadfast  cheerful 
givers. 

Other  members  of  the  church  taught  us 
the  principles  of  abundant  living,  in  the 
church  school,  worship  services, 
fellowship  groups,  and  by  the  way  they  ; 
lived.  We  especially  appreciate  those 
who  were  older  sponsors  of  our  young  ., 
married  group  during  the  early  years  of 
our  marriage.  Every  church  should  ; 
establish  a  dynamic  shepherding.; 
program  where  more  experienced 
members  share  with  the  young. 

Our  lives  have  become  open  to  God  and  .; 
to  each  other  because  we  respect  each 
other  as  uniquely  wonderful  creations  of 
the  Almighty  and  believe  that  our  Lord  is 
present  with  us  at  all  times,  hearing  . 
every  spoken  word,  perceiving  every 
thought,  and  witnessing  every  action. 
Common  sense  demands  honesty  to  . 
ourselves,  to  each  other,  and  to  our  Lord. 
Recognizing  that  Presence  allows  us  to 
pray  without  ceasing  and  to  face  our 
opportunities  with  confidence. 

Ordinary  marriages  can  become 
extra-ordinary  when  the  marriage 
partners  become  personally  involved  in 
the  church,  learn  the  principles  of 
cheerful  giving,  practice  together  with 
determination  and  without  .reservation, 
recognize  and  respect  the  Presence„of  . 
God  as  they  grow,  and  draw  upon  the 
inexhaustible  giving  power  of  our  Lord 
until  their  journey  in  this  wilderness  is 
completed  in  eternity. 

Mr.  Conner  is  a  member  of  New  World 
UMC  in  Garland,  Texas. 

Church  habit  ‘drew 
us  closer  together’ 

By  KARLA  DUFF 
Farmington.  Minnesota 
The  usher  led  us  to  the  very  front  of  the 
unfamiliar  church.  I  wouldn’t  have 
minded  except  we  were  late  and  the 
orchid  on  my  dress  shouted,  “Just 
married.”  I  didn’t  even  understand  why 
going  to  church  the  first  Sunday  of  our 
married  life  was  so  important  to  me. 
Neither  of  us  had  been  very  faithful  in 
our  worship  before. 

But  we  attended  church. 

Our  first  summer  was  hot.  Roger  had 
trouble  staying  awake  in  church  after 
working  the  night  shift.  We  were  so 
happy  with  each  other  we  had  to  say 
thank  you  to  Someone.  We  learned,  “To 
whom  much  is  given,  of  him  will  much  be 
required.”  That  must  mean  us! 

So  we  attended  church. 

We  learned  to  pray  as  God  asked  us  to 
serve.  He  even  helped  us  do  impossible 
things.  What  a  discovery! 

And  we  attended  church. 

The  children  came  and  God  had  much 
to  teach  us  about  being  Christian 
parents.  They  were  in  Sunday  School  and 
so  were  we  —  teaching  or  learning.  We 
must  be  examples  for  our  children. 

So  we  attended  church. 

I  went  back  to  work.  The  days  were 
long  and  busy.  The  housework  became  a 
“third”  job,  not  his  or  hers,  but  ours. 
Some  Sundays  we  just  wanted  to  sleep  in 
but  we  knew  we  needed  the  Source  of  our 
power  for  a  new  week. 

So  we  attended  church. 

We  grew  older  and  our  children  left  for 
college.  Much  had  changed  but  God  had 
allowed  us  to  change  together.  Now  we 
knew  why  we  were  in  church  that  first 
Sunday.  We  needed  to  attend  church  to 
receive  God’s  word,  His  ministers,  fellow 
Christians  and  opportunities  for  service 
to  draw  us  closer  together  and  closer  to 
Him. 

Mrs.  Duff  is  a  member  of  Faith  UMC  in 
Farmington,  Minnesota  and  has  been 
married  27  years. 

Evergreen,  Colorado 

the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Evergreen,  we- 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find: 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and: 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with- 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback, 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the: 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you” 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 
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Jimmy  Carter,  college  prof,  begins  numan  rights  year’ at  UM  school 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  Former  President  Jimmy  Carter 
and  United  Methodist-related  Emory  University 
last  week  launched  a  year  long  program 
intended  to  raise  the  issue  of  worldwide  human 
rights  back  to  the  fore  of  Americans’  concerns. 

Mr.  Carter’s  speech  to  some  1,300  faculty 
members,  students  and  guests  on  the  campus 
was  the  beginning  of  his  role  as  distinguished 
professor  at  Emory. 

Among  the  nine  classes  he  is  scheduled  to 
teach  during  the  next  two  months  is  a  theology 
course  at  United  Methodism’s  largest  seminary, 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  which  is  on  the 
Emory  campus. 

“Silence  from  the  civilized  world  (about 
human  rights  abuses)  is  what  oppressive 
regimes  most  want  to  hear,’’  Mr.  Carter  said 
during  his  opening  address.  “Silence  is  what  the 
tortured  or  persecuted  always  fear.’’ 

Unfortunately,  he  said,  silence  is  becoming  the 


primary  sound  about  human  rights  emanating 
from  this  country. 

He  deplored  what  he  described  as  the  U.S. 
government’s  “exaggerated  claims  of  progress 
in  countries  where  oppression  is  still  rampant, 
and  an  absence  of  references  to  human  rights  as 
an  elemental  part  of  our  own  foreign  policy.” 

Many  countries  don’t  speak  out  for  rights  of 
persons  in  other  countries  because  they  are 
guilty  of  abuses  themselves,  he  said.  “Others  are 
so  small  and  weak  that  they  know  their  voicd^ 
would  not  be  heard.  There  are  those  whose 
political  or  economic  ties  with  repressive 
regimes  are  so  vital  that  they  will  not  endanger 
them  with  overt  criticisms. 

“There  is  only  one  country  on  earth  which  has 
the  strength,  the  moral  commitment,  .  the 
influence  and  the  economic  independence  to  be 
the  chief  spokesman  for  these  suffering  people 
...  in  Argentina  .  .  .  Paraguay  .  .  .  Siberia  ...” 

When  Americans  fail  or  refuse  to  speak  about 
abuses  in  other  countries,  there  is  a  “deafening 


silence”  worldwide.  Mr.  Carter  said. 

When  the  United  States  turns  its  back  on 
human  rights  concerns,  it  turns  its  back  on  the 
very  nature  of  its  existence,  he  said. 

Dedication  to  human  rights  is  what  always  has 
united  Americans  in  the  midst  of  so  much 
diversity,  he  said.  “Americans  did  not  invent 
human  rights;  human  rights  invented  America. 

“Our  country  has  been  strongest  and  most 
effective  when  morality  and  a  commitment  to 
freedom  and  democracy  have  been  clearly 
emphasized  in  our  foreign  policy." 

When  that  happens,  "our  people  are  inspired 
toward  more  noble  commitments  and  bound 
together  with  a  spirit  of  common  purpose, 
knowing  that  our  nation’s  purposes  are  right  and 
decent.  In  the  process,  we  provide  vivid  proof  of 
the  advantages  of  our  own  system  of 
government. 

“The  great  democracies  are  not  free  because 
they  are  strong  and  prosperous.  I  believe  we  are 
strong  and  prosperous  because  we  are  free.” 


Mr.  Carter  acknowledged  that  many  negative 
events  have  occurred  to  give  cause  for 
pessimism.  “As  in  Nicaragua,  right-wing 
oppressors  are  sometimes  overthrown  to  be 
replaced  by  equally  repressive  regimes  on  the 
left ...  As  in  Iran,  a  bloodbath  in  the  streets  can 
replace  the  hopes  of  a^beleaguered  people  for 
peace  and  stability .  ” 

But  he  said  he  believes  there  is  an  “inexorable 
historical  trend  toward  the  enhancement  of 
human  rights.” 

He  called  on  Americans  to  support  groups  such 
as  Amnesty  International.  He  advocated  that  the 
government  allocate  more  resources  to  alleviate 
human  suffering,  instruct  all  U.S.  ambassadors 
to  examine  human  rights  in  the  countries  where 
they  serve  and  press  for  adherence  to 
international  human  rights  treaties  signed  by 
most  nations. 

The  United  States  should  be  certain  that  the 
“leaders  of  all  nations  have  to  confront  the 
question  each  day:  What  do  my  own  people  and 


the  rest  of  the  world  think  about  my  commitment 
to  hum  a  n  f  r  eedom  ?  ’  ’ 

Mr.  Carter  is  committed  for  at  least  a  year  to 
spend  two  days  a  month  on  the  campus.  He  will 
lecture  in  many  classes  of  other  professors  in  the 
subjects  of  political  science,  law,  history  and 
others  with  as  much  contact  with  students  as 
possible,  an  Emory  spokeswoman  told  the 
Reporter. 

The  “Carter  Center  for  Policy  Studies”  is 
being  established  by  Emory  to  relate  to  the 
Carter  Library  being  built  a  short  distance  from 
the  campus.  The  Rev.  Jim  L.  Waits,  dean  of 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  is  serving  as  interim 
director  of  the  center. 

During  the  next  several  months,  Emory  will 
sponsor  lectures,  exhibits,  concerts,  dramatic 
performances,  film  series  and  symposia  dealing 
with  black  rights,  women’s  rights,  rights  of  the 
individual  in  a  revolutionary  regime  and  rights 
in  the  Third  World  community,  among  others. 


Peso  crisis 
troubles 

institute 


Church  steeple  makes  rapid  descent 

SUPERIOR.  Wis.  —  Workmen,  using  a  large  crane,  had  attempted  to  remove  —  in  crashing  to  the  ground.  Both  steeple  and  crane  were  badly  damaged  but  all  workmen 
one  piece  —  the  steepl^'  on  the  former  St.  Stanislaus  Church  in  Superior,  Wis.  How-  escaped  injury  in  the  incident. 

ever,  the  weight  of  the  steeple  proved  too  much  for  the  crane,  above,  and  it  fell  religious  news  service  photo 

Nestle:  UMs  drove  hard  bargain 

But  boycott  leader  claims  taskforce  let  firm  off  hook 


The  final  announced  marketing 
changes  by  Nestle  that  led  the  UMC’s 
task  force  to  renounce  a  boycott  are 
looked  upon  by  INFACT  with  “great 
skepticism,”  Mr.  Johnson  said. 

The  nine  members  of  the  UMC’s  task 
force  have  insisted  that  they  did  not  shift 
over  to  Nestle’s  camp  but  that  Nestle 
shifted  to  the  task  force’s  camp  —  where 
the  goals  for  protecting  mothers  and 
their  infants  are  claimed  to  be  the  same 
as  those  of  the  boycotting  organizations. 

That  essentially  is  the  view  of  Rafael 
D.  Pagan  Jr.,  director  of  Nestle’s 
Washington  office. 

“Working  with  the  task  force  was  no 
path  of  roses,”  he  told  the  Reported. 
“They  were  very  tough. 

“At  times  during  the  two  years  of 
discussions,  we  felt  we  should  walk  out. 
What  kept  us  in  was  the  faith  we  had  in 
the  personalities  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ists’  process.” 

He  said  the  Nestle  officials  talking  with 
the  task  force  felt  that  opportunity  for 
dialogue  —  created  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  —  offered  Nestle  the  best 
chance  to  work  its  way  out  of  the 
international  controversy.  Nonetheless, 
those  discussions  “presented  difficulties 
with  our  top  management  whom  it  was 
hard  to  convince  to  go  along  with  the 
talks  because  they  felt  the  company's 
practices  already  were  ethical.” 


Mr.  Pagan  stressed  that  Nestle  did  not 
abdicate  to  the  task  force  the 
corporation’s  right  and  responsibility  to 
make  its  own  decisions.  But  as  the  two 
parties  developed  faith  in  one  another, 
the  task  force  was  able  to  help  Nestle 
officials  view  some  of  the  issues  in  a 
different  light  and  help  them  form  new 
standards,  Mr.  Pagan  indicated. 

Called  ‘classic’  example 

Mr.  Pagan  said,  “It  is  a  classical 
example  of  a  church  that  undertook  work 
with  a  company  in  good  faith,  applying 
Christian  principles  in  a  tough-minded 
way.” 

The  task  force  —  authorized  to  act  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  —  has  been 
the  only  religious  body  both  willing  and 
able  to  work  closely  with  Nestle  officials. 

Mr.  Pagan  acknowledged  that  Nestle 
had  not  dealt  in  such  a  way  with  the 
boycotting  organizations  because 
company  officials  had  felt  those 
organizations  did  not  trust  them.' 

But  the  UMC’s  task  force  showed  some 
trust  in  Nestle,  Mr.  Pagan  said.  “So  we 
took  serious  risks  with  it.  The  members 
always  stuck  to  their  word.” 

When  Nestle  officials  first  began 
meeting  with  the  task  force  two  years 
ago,  they  opposed  the  proposed  World 
Health  Organization  code  for  infant 
formula  marketing.  At  each  succeeding 


meeting  with  the  task  force,  Nestle 
endorsed  more  and  more  of  the 
provisions  of  the  code. 

A  year  ago  when  task  force  members 

—  they  now  reveal  —  were  on  the  verge 
of  calling  a  denomination-wide  boycott, 
Nestle  officials  rescued  the  situation  by 
asking  the  task  force  to  serve  as  a  kind  of 
hotline  for  complaints.  The  task  force 
declined,  but  over  the  next  few  months  it 
helped  Nestle  develop  an  independent 
monitoring  commission  that  could 
ensure  the  public  that  Nestle  is  handling 
all  complaints  and  living  up  to  its 
promises. 

“Many  business  schools  are  now 
looking  at  our  Audit  (monitoring) 
Commission,”  Mr.  Pagan  said. 

Mr.  Pagan  said  the  UMC’s  task  force 
members  have  come  under  great 
pressure  from  colleagues  to  break  off 
discussions  with  Nestle,  “but  they  have 
stuck  to  the  principles  of  their  mandate. 
That  won’t  go  unnoticed  among  other 
corporations.” 

Mr.  Johnson  of  INFACT,  however, 
says  he  believes  the  task  force  has  sent  a 
signal  to  other  corporations  that  they 
don’t  have  to  live  up  to  the  “full  measure 

—  both  letter  and  spirit  —  of  the  World 
Health  Organization  marketing  code.” 

The  Nestle  Audit  Commission  is 
expected  to  make  public  soon  an  analysis 
of  how  Nestle  is  complying  with  that  code. 


Adulthood 

‘scarey’ 

for  youth 

By  TOM  MCANALLY 

ESTES  PARK,  Colo.  (UMNS)  -  For 
the  first  time  in  American  history  there 
is  a  generation  of  youth  who  do  not  want 
to  become  adults,  an  American  Baptist 
clergyman  and  sociologist  told  more 
than  300  United  Methodist  adult  workers 
with  youth  here  Sept.  13. 

The  Rev.  Anthony  Campolo,  a  faculty 
member  at  Eastern  College,  St.  Davids, 
Pa.,  said  the  phenomenon  has  resulted 
from  the  shift  from  a  rural  to  an  urban 
society  where  children  are  seen  as 
unnecessary  liabilities. 

Rural  society,  where  large  families 
were  the  norm,  produced  individuals  who 
adapted  to  the  group,  he  said,  while 
urban  society  has  groups  adapting  to  the 
individual.  As  a  result.  Dr.  Campolo 
said,  youth  stay  in  college  as  long  as 
possible  because  they  know  that  when 
they  graduate  and  look  for  a  job  “the 
name  of  the  game  is  conformity.” 

“Kids  are  scared  of  adulthood  because 
they  see  adults  as  rigid  and  boxed-in,”  he 
said.  The  role  of  adult  workers  with 
today’s  youth  in  the  church  is  not  to  “help 
kids  find  themselves”  but  to  “call  youth 
to  a  commitment  to  radical 
discipleship,”  he  declared. 

He  criticized  church  leaders  for  “being 
sucked  in”  by  the  social  scientists. 
“Emotional  problems  evaporate  not  by 
analyzing  the  past  but  by  a  commitment 
to  the  future .  .  .  it’s  not  half  as  important 
to  know  where  a  kid  is  ‘coming  from’  as  it 
is  to  know  where  he  is  going.  ’  ’ 

“Our  task  is  to  get  young  people  to  do 
something  for  the  world  .  .  .  I  think  we're 
losing  kids  not  because  we  demand  too 
much  but  because  we  don’t  demand 
enough.” 

The  Rev.  Leontyne  Kelly  of  Richmond, 
Va.,  said  at  the  biennial  national  youth 
ministry  forum  that  youth  no  longer  are 
on  the  cutting  edge  of  the  church. 
“Something  has  happened.  They  are 
safer  and  more  isolated  than  they  have 
ever  been.  Seminaries  are  filled  with 
people  who  have  never  been  in  poverty.  ” 
She  called  on  middle-class  white  youth 
to  suffer,  risk,  and  share  with  ethnic 
minority  youth  until  they  come  to 
understand  the  difference  in  their 
perspectives  as  well  as  their 
commonality  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  called  on  adult 
leaders  to  help  youth  with  whom  they 
work  to  become  party  to  a  revolt  against 
systems  and  policies  which  oppress 
people. 


Black  seminarian : 


‘J  witnessed  a  need  and 
heard  a  call  to  ministry  9 


By JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

EL  PASO  —  A  “serious  financial 
crisis”  confronts  United  Methodist- 
related  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  here  as 
a  result  of  the  recent  devaluation  of  the 
Mexican  peso,  according  to  the  school’s 
president. 

The  Rev.  Ruben  Salcido,  who  took 
officer  earlier  this  year,  told  the 
Reporter  that  enrollment  is  down  from 
last  year’s  511  to  327.  He  said  that  the 
school  depends  on  tuition  for  about  40 
percent  of  its  income  and  that  the 
enrollment  drop  represents  about  a 
$200,000  loss.  The  institute’s  annual 
budget  is  nearly  $1  million. 

The  latest  official  exchange  rate  for 
the  Mexican  peso  is  70  per  $1  U.S.  Mr. 
Salcido  said  the  unofficial  rate  has  hit 
130-1,  “and  that  is  just  more  than  our 
people  can  afford.”  He  said  that  85-90 
percent  of  the  student  body  is  from 
Mexico,  about  the  same  percentage  that 
it  has  been  for  many  years. 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute  is  a 
secondary  school  teaching  standard 
courses  in  grades  9-12  plus  English  as  a 
second  language  for  students  beginning 
in  the  sixth  grade.  Tuition  is  $810  per 
year. 

Another  60  percent  of  the  institute’s 
income  comes  from  the  United  Methodist 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  where  the 
annual  conferences  systematically  give 
their  support  via  Advance  Specials  and 
apportionments.  Mr.  Salcido  said  the 
schodl  receives  W6  financial  support  from 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  It  has  received  a  special 
grant  from  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  for  a  cross-culture  study,  and 
that  project  will  go  on  as  scheduled. 

Mr.  Salcido  said  he  will  report  on  the 
financial  crisis  to  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction’s  Council  on  Ministries  Sept. 
23-24.  The  institute’s  trustee  chairman  is 
Bishop  Monk  Bryan  of  the  Nebraska 
Area. 

“We  will  have  to  call  on  the  church  to 
help  us  out  of  this  crisis,”  Mr.  Salcido 
said.  He  said  the  trustees  will  consider 
specific  ways  to  do  that.  One  way,  -he 
added,  will  be  through  filling  an  .office  of 
development  approved  last  March. 

The  institute  was  founded  in  1913  with  a 
$75,000  gift  from  the  husband  of  the  late 
Lydia  Patterson.  She  was  a  member  of 
Trinity  Methodist  Church  here  and, 
according  to  Mr.  Salcido,  was  very 
interested  in  education  for  Mexican, 
Spanish-speaking  people. 

Latest  construction  on  the  site  four 
blocks  from  downtown  El  Paso  and  three 
blocks  from  the  bridge  crossing  the  Rio 
Grande  River  was  in  1965.  The  school 
includes  a  gym  and  a  combination 
classroom  and  administration  building. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  A  Nestle  Corp. 
spokesman  said  last  week  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  “drove  a  hard 
bargain”  in  persuading  his  company  to 
adopt  its  current  infant  formula 
marketing  standards. 

The  method  and  success  of  the  UMC’s 
Infant  Formula,  Task  Force  “should 
make  a  tremendous  impact”  on  other 
churches  and  corporations,  and  on  the 
way  they  relate  on  ethical  issues  in  the 
future,  he  said  (see  Reporter,  Sept.  13). 

But  Doug  Johnson,  leader  of  INFACT, 
the  central .  organization  promoting  the 
boycott  of  Nestle  products,  told  the 
Reporter  he  believes  the  UMC’s  task 
force  let  the  Swiss-based  firm  off  the 
hook  while  major  marketing  deficiencies 
remain. 

“In  the  long  term,  the  decision  by  the 
task  force  (to  approve  Nestle’s  changed 
practices  and  to  declare  against  a 
boycott)  will  mean  that  the  task  force 
will  become  more  and  more  irrelevant  to 
the  solution  of  the  issue,”  he  said. 

Boycott  to  continue 

“The  five-year-old  boycott  will 
continue,”  he  said.  The  six  other  U.S. 
denominations  supporting  the  boycott 
are  expected  to  maintain  unity  in  their 
fight,  he  added. 

Mr.  Johnson  claimed  that  the  task 
force  failed  to  balance  its  relations  with 
Nestle  and  with  the  critics.  “The  task 
force  became  very  elitist  in  thinking  that 
these  few  individuals  (task  force 
members)  could  bring  about  significant 
change,”  he  said. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

Until  about  two  years  ago,  Glen 
Howard,  27,  had  given  little  thought  to 
the  ordained  ministry.  The  corporate 
world  had  begun  to  open  its  doors  to 
young  black  professionals,  and  he  took  a 
position  with  the  Xerox  Corporation  in 
San  Francisco. 

Then  he  was  transferred  to  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  and  was  in  line  for  a 
promotion  and  a  pay  hike  when  Mr. 
Howard  said,  “I  heard  the  call,  or  rather, 
witnessed  a  need.” 

‘I  wanted  to  be  a  part’ 

“As  I  attended  church  in  Mississippi,  I 
saw  many  inequities.  Most  were 
holdovers  from  the  days  of  rampant 
racial  injustice  perpetuated  by  a  lack  of 
educated  black  leadership,  particularly 
in  the  church,”  Mr.  Howard  said.  “I 
realized  that  when  people  are  made 
aware  of  their  potential,  they  can  make 
it.  The  church  can  be  a  part  of  this 
education,  and  I  wanted  to  be  a  part  of 
that. 

“I  wrestled  with  some  sort  of  decision 
about  the  ministry,  and  talked  with  the 
Rev.  Ludrick  Cameron  several  times.  He 
was  very  encouraging  and  has  been  a 
source  of  much  support  during  my  two 
years. 

Now  in  his  second  year  in  the  Masters 
of  divinity  program  at  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta,  Mr. 
Howard  is  an  honor  student  with  a  keen 
interest  in  the  teaching  and 
administrative  aspects  of  the  ordained 
ministry.  He  is  a  member  of  a  fellowship 
of  Mississippi  students  —  one  of  20  black 
men  and  women  in  preparation  for  the 
ordained  ministry  from  Mississippi. 

“I  think  we  at  Gammon  who  plan  to  go 
back  to  Mississippi  represent  a  new 


breed,”  he  said.  “We’re  younger  and 
more  honest  about  the  problems  within 
our  church  and  society  —  especially 
about  racial  and  economic  inequalities.  I 
hope  we  can  return  home  committed  to 
change  some  things.  In  order  to  reach  a 
goal,  you’ve  got  to  know  and  respect  the 
people  who  are  counting  on  you.  I  think 
black  United  Methodists  in  Mississippi 
are  counting  onus." 

Mr.  Howard  and  the  other  seminarians 
from  Mississippi  are  the  first  fruits  of  an 
intensive  effort  to  recruit  ethnic  minority 
leaders  for  the  ordained  ministry  —  an 
organized  effort  resulting  directly  from 
one  aspect  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  four-year  “missional  priority” 
to  “develop  and  strengthen  ethnic 
minority  local  churches.” 

Obstacles  to  ministry  found 

In  an  analysis  of  the  obstacles  faced  by 
ethnic  minority  local  churches,  the  lack 
of  strong  leadership  in  the  ordained 
ministry  was  identified  as  a  major 
problem.  For  example,  a  study  by  the 
Rev.  Douglass  Fitch,  showed  that  while 
82  percent  of  the  denomination’s  annual 
conferences  have  black  ministers,  less 
than  half  of  the  73  conferences  have  10  or 
more.  The  numbers  are  equally 
discouraging  among  Asian-Americans, 
Native  Americans  and  Hispanic  United 
Methodists. 

Further,  as  recently  as  1975,  more  than 
half  of  all  the  black  UM  ministers  were 
over  age  55.  The  same  situation  of  aging 
leadership  also  troubled  the  other  three 
ethnic  minority  groups. 

Not  only  were  the  numbers  of  ethnic 
minority  pastors  dwindling,  but  there 
was  little  incentive  to  attract  young 
members  into  the  ordained  ministry. 
Traditionally  low  salaries  and  mostly 
inadequate  parsonages  and  little 


evidence  of  potential  for  advancement 
further  hampered  recruitment. 

Mr.  Fitch,  an  executive  at  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  said  the  lack  of  professional 
leadership  to  establish  and  maintain 
churches  was  a  visible  sign  to  minority 
members  that  they  lacked  strength  and 
led  to  a  sense  of  their  being  on  the  fringes 
of  the  connectional  church. 

Funds  from  the  denomination-wide 
“missional  priority"  are  being  used  to 
recruit  young  ethnic  minority  members 
for  the  ordained  ministry,  to  help 
rebuild,  or  repair  or  provide  new 
parsonages  and  to  supplement  pastor’s 
salaries  so  as  partially  to  overcome  past 
deficiencies. 

These  programs  are  mostly 
implemented  by  annual  conference  and 
the  ethnic  minority  caucuses  across  the 
church  with  the  support  of  funds  raised 
nation-wide.  Several  conferences,  such 
as  West  Michigan  and  Mississippi,  also 
offer  internships  for  ethnic  minority 
persons  who  are  interested  in  the 
ordained  ministry  and  want  to  take  a 
practical  look.  Several  funds  supported 
by  local  churches  help  support  ethnic 
minority  students  through  scholarships 
and  grants.  The  Black  College  Fund  and 
HANA  (Hispanic,  Asian-American  and 
Native  American)  funds  provide 
scholarships  in  United  Methodist-related 
colleges,  universities  and  seminaries. 

The  Rev.  Ludrick  Cameron  of  the 
Mississippi  conference,  who  has  been 
instrumental  in  organizing  recruitment 
work  there,  is  proud  of  their  success  and 
of  other  efforts  across  the  church  which 
offer  a  future  of  strength  and  growth 
among  ethnic  minority  United  Methodist 
congregations. 

“Most  of  our  black  churches  in 
Mississippi  have  to  depend  entirely  on 


lay  leadership.  Right  now  we  have  about 
213  black  churches  and  only  77  pastors,” 
Mr.  Cameron  said.  “But  we  have  our 
young  people  at  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary,  and  we’re  doing  all  we  can  to 
help  them  make  it.  When  they  finish  I 
hope  they’ll  come  back  and  help  us,  too.” 


Bishop  has 
‘ close  escape  9 

SUN  PRAIRIE,  Wis.  (UMNS)  - 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s  only  i 
woman  bishop,  Marjorie  S.  Matthews,  ' 
had  a  narrow  escape  when  she  was  • 
trying  to  leave  Estonia  recently.  In  • 
fact,  it  looked  for  awhile  as  though  she 
would  miss  the  boat. 

Customs  officials  in  the  port  city  of  * 
Tallinn  noticed  the  large  numbers  of  • 
well-wishers  who  accompanied  the  ; 
leader  of  the  Wisconsin  episcopal  area  • 
to  the  dock.  They  bore  bouquets  of 
flowers  and  gave  her  fond  embraces.  ; 
The  officials  decided  they  had  better 
search  her  belongings  very  carefully . 

Bishop  Matthews  became 
especially  worried  when  they 
discovered  in  her  suitcase  a 
promotional  sticker  reading  “Escape 
to  Wisconsin.” 

After  detaining  her  until  the  last 
possible  moment,  the  authorities  t 
finally  relented  and  let  her  leave, 
making  her  the  last  one  to  board  the 
ship. 

Little  wonder  the  bishop  has 
resolved  henceforth  to  leave  all  • 
promotional  chores  to  the  Wisconsin  ; 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 


A  HEALING 
TOUCH 


Children  are  the  principal  victims  of  the  turbulent  social  change  in 
Africa,  where  35  new  nations  have  been  born  in  the  last  I  2  years. 

Uprooted  from  their  homes,  they  often  suffer  from  malnutrition 
and  other  hunger-related  diseases.  Many  need  assistance  with 
clothing  and  school  fees. 

Thousands  of  children  need  the  "healing  touch”  of  medicine,  food, 
education  and  shelter.  Your  gift  will  touch  many  lines. 
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Upper  Room  academy 
to  provide  church 
with  ‘spiritual  leaven’ 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  early 
Methodist  practice  of  holding  class 
meetings  for  spiritual  discipline  and 
mutual  accountability  is  being  revived 
by  the  Upper  Room,  the  ecumenical 
ministry  related  to  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  name  and  format  will  be  new  but 
the  basic  concept  will  be  the  same, 
announced  Upper  Room  staff  member 
the  Rev.  Danny  Morris  who  heads  the  new 
“Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation.” 

The  first  academy  will  be  launched 
here  next  February  at  Scarritt  College. 
The  goal  will  be  for  graduates  to  become 
“spiritual  leaven”  throughout  the 
church,  Mr.  Morris  said. 

Planned  for  more  than  four  years,  the 
academy  is  being  equipped  to  attract 
persons  with  “maturity  and  spiritual 
sensitivity”  who  wish  to  exercise  a 
spiritual  ministry  within  the  church. 

One  of  the  primary  elements  in  the 
organization  of  early  Methodism  was  the 
society,  usually  composed  of  less  than  30 
persons.  Within  the  society  was  the 
closer  fellowship  of  the  class,  limited  in 
size  to  about  15  persons.  Meeting  often  in 
homes  under  appointed  leaders,  the 
society  became  a  spiritual  family  where 
prayer  and  testimonies  were  shared, 
admonitions  given  and  counsel  offered. 
Though  the  term  "spiritual  formation" 

CORRECTION 

In  an  article  in  the  Sept.  17  issue  of 
the  Reporter  headlined  “Convicted  pro¬ 
testors  face  Oct.  1  deadline,”  a  typo¬ 
graphical  error  in  which  the  prefix 
“non-”  was  omitted  from  the  word 
“violent"  has  changed  the  intended 
meaning  of  a  sentence. 

The  statement  by  the  Rev.  David  Fife, 
superintendent  of  the  UMC’s  Philadelphia 
Northwest  District,  presented  at  the  trial 
of  the  non-violent  protestors,  should  read, 
“I  am  here  as  superintendent  to  testify 
that  NON-violent  civil  disobedience  is 
part  of  the  heritage  of  the  church  when 
we  feel  a  higher  law  is  in  conflict ...” 

The  Reporter  regrets  this  error. 


was  not  used  in  early  Methodism,  that 
was  the  purpose  of  the  class  meeting,  Mr. 
Morris  said. 

The  first  academy  in  Nashville  will 
involve  six  teams  of  eight  persons  who 
will  meet  together  on  five  consecutive 
days  quarterly  for  two  years.  During 
each  five-day  session  the  participants 
will  be  involved  in  intensive  experiences 
that  focus  not  only  on  the  spirit  but  on  the 
mind  and  body  as  well.  Applications 
must  be  accompanied  by  medical  his¬ 
tories.  Physical  exercise  and  nutrition 
will  be  included  as  academy  emphases. 

Participation  in  the  academy  will  take 
more  than  a  casual  commitment,  both  in 
time  and  money.  Cost  for  room,  meals 
and  tuition  is  $3,000.  When  asked  if  the 
high  cost  might  foster  elitism,  Mr. 
Morris  said  some  annual  conferences  are 
already  planning  to  send  teams  with 
financial  aid  coming  from  such  groups  as 
United  Methodist  Men.  To  avoid  choosing 
persons  who  might  be  self-righteous 
about  the  project,  he  said  special  care  is 
being  taken  to  recruit  mature  Christians 
as  participants. 

The  curriculum  will  include  eight 
major  areas  of  study:  (1)  the  place  and 
use  of  scripture  in  spiritual  formation; 
(2)  models  and  types  of  spirituality 
reflected  in  Christian  biography  and 
devotional  literature;  (3)  instruction  in 
meditation  and  prayer;  (4)  depth 
psychology  and  inner  healing;  (5)  the 
theological  framework  for  spiritual 
formation;  (6)  the  relation  of  the  interior 
life  to  the  needs  of  the  world;  (7)  the  role 
of  the  corporate  religious  community  in 
spiritual  formation;  and  (8)  ways  to 
draw  on  the  experiential  gifts  of  the 
academy  participants. 

Participants  in  the  first  “parent 
house"  academy  beginning  in  February 
will  become  leaders  for  satellite 
academies  to  be  held  at  other  locations 
across  the  nation. 

Each  five-day  session  will  be  led  by 
two  adjunct  faculty  members  and  a  team 
composed  of  persons  in  six  leadership 
categories. 


Lutherans  agree  to  merger 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (RNS)  —  On  what 
was  called  a  “most  decisive  day"  in  the 
:  history  of  Lutherans  in  North  America, 
three  major  Lutheran  denominations  vot¬ 
ed  Sept.  8  to  form  a  single  church  by  1987. 

The  new  church,  which  does  not  yet 
have  a  name,  will  combine  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  which  has  3  million 
members,  with  the  2.4-million-member 
American  Lutheran  Church  and  the 
Association  of  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Churches,  with  108,000  members. 


Once  formed,  the  new  5.5-million- 
member  church  would  be  the  third 
largest  Protestant  denomination  in  the 
country,  behind  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  with  13.6  million-members, 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church,  with 
9.6  million. 

The  decision  to  accept  unity  was 
relayed  by  telephone  hook-up  between 
conventions  of  the  three  denominations 
meeting  in  different  cities.  The  LCA  was 
meeting  in  Louisville,  the  ALC  in  San 
Diego  and  the  AELC  in  Cleveland. 
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Cokesbury's  Church 
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1  •  SAVE  20%  on  5  new  religious  books  a  year.  Each 
book  comes  complete  with  a  bulletin  board 
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Guild  members  can  buy  cataloging  kits  for  almost 
every  title  in  their  church  libraries. 


Or  you  can  join  the  Cokesbury  Church  Library  Association  only 
for  the  low  membership  fee  of  $7.50  per  year.  You  get  all 
the  benefits  of  being  a  Guild  member  except  the  five-book 
offer.  You  won't  be  billed  for  dues  until  January  1st. 

So,  what  are  you  waiting  for?  Take  your  church  library  to  the 
most  professional  point  possible.  If  your  church  doesn't  have 
a  library,  now  is  the  time  to  start  one!  Call  or  write  the 
Cokesbury  Service  Center  serving  your  area  and  tell  them  to 
enroll  your  church. 
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Church  pre-school  serves 
Native  American  children 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

TRAVERSE  CITY,  Mich.  -  On  long 
afternoons,  while  their  parents  work 
and  their  big  brothers  and  sisters 
attend  public  schools,  20  Native 
American  pre-school  children  spend 
busy,  happy  hours  in  a  Montessori 
program  housed  in  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  here. 

The  school  has  been  housed  at  the 
church  since  1976,  when  Mary  Hoban, 
a  Catholic  laywoman  and  certified 
Montessori  teacher,  saw  a  need  and 
took  action.  She  shared  her  interest  in 
helping  Native  American  children 
with  the  members  of  several 
churches.  Asbury  UMC  members 
decided  to  provide  space  for  the 
school  free  of  charge  as  part  of  their 
church’s  mission  to  this  community 
which  has  a  large  Native  American 
population. 

Linda  Lyon,  a  member  of  Asbury, 
has  worked  with  the  school  for  six 
years.  She  said  Ms.  Hoban’s  en¬ 
thusiasm  about  the  program  sparked 
a  sense  of  mission  “right  in  our  own 
back  yard.”  She  said  many  Native 
American  children  were  not  doing 
well  in  the  public  schools  because  they 
sensed  an  underlying  prejudice 
against  them. 

“The  children  become  withdrawn  — 
like  any  child  does  —  when  he  feels 
rejected.  Their  grades  would  soon 


drop,”  Ms.  Lyon  said. 

The  activities  provided  at  the 
Montessori  Indian  Preschool  serve  to 
instill  a  sense  of  self-esteem  as  well  as 
providing  many  hours  of  fun  during 
long  afternoons,  she  said.  “Through 
the  program  we  try  to  give  the  chil¬ 
dren  a  sense  of  worth  and  confidence.” 

Most  of  the  children  enrolled  in  the 
school  come  from  low-income 
families;  they  are  not  charged  a  fee  to 
attend.  Teachers  and  aides  guide  the 
children  in  arts  and  crafts,  swimming 
and  field  trips  using  the  Montessori 
method  —  working  with  the  children 
at  their  own  pace  and  letting  them 
choose  activities  which  interest  them. 

Ms.  Lyon  said  the  funds  to  operate 
the  school  come  from  the  state  child 
guidance  center,  from  local  United 
Methodist  and  other  congregations. 
She  said  many  congregations  have 
taken  special  offerings  for  the  school 
and  have  donated  supplies  and 
learning  materials. 

“It’s  good  to  discover  a  mission 
field  here  at  home,’”  she  said. 
“Churches  often  send  our  money  all 
the  way  to  Africa  or  India,  and  those 
people  need  help,  but  there’s  a  lot  to 
be  done  here,  too.  The  Native 
American  children  are  benefitting 
from  this  program,”  she  said.  “They 
are  eager  to  learn  and  more  aggres¬ 
sive,  and  they  do  much  better  once 
they  get  into  public  school. 


Lynn-  Lyon,  a  member  of  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  satisfies  an 
inquisitive  young  mind  at  the  Montessori  Indian  Pre-school  which  meets  at  her 
church. 

MICHIGAN  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  PHOTO 


‘Mayor’  jailed,  Mississippi  episode  continues 


sChurch  leaders  broach  idea  of  pressing  for  pardon 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

HOLMES  COUNTY,  Miss.  -  The  legal 
situation  of  Eddie  James  Carthan,  a 
black  former  mayor  of  Tchula,  Miss., 
who  has  received  financial  support  from 
United  Methodism’s  national  missions 
agency  has  taken  several  new  turns  and 
continued  to  generate  controversy 
during  recent  weeks  (see  Reporter  Aug. 
13  and  20). 

•The  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  heard 
Mr.  Carthan’s  appeal  of  his  1981  con¬ 
viction  for  assaulting  a  policeman  and 
unanimously  refused  to  reverse  the  de¬ 
cision; 

•Mr.  Carthan  began  serving  a  three- 
year  prison  sentence  ; 

•The  National  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
which  has  helped  Mr.  Carthan  in  his  legal 
appeals,  issued  a  mailing  that  included 
the  suggestion  from  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  that  individuals  “may  wish 
to  write  to  the  governor  of  Mississippi 
urging  him  to  pardon  Eddie  Carthan  .  .  .” 

•Two  special  committees  appointed  by 
the  United  Methodist  bishop  in 
Mississippi  and  the  National  Division 
completed  their  investigation  of  the 
National  Division  staff’s  involvement  in 
the  Carthan  case. 

Many  United  Methodists  here  have 
been  incensed  at  the .  participation  of 
National  Division  staff  members  in  the 
nationwide  campaign  to  portray  the  legal 
problems  of  Mr.  Carthan  as  a  conspiracy 
to  drive  blacks  from  elected  office. 

Some  local  UM  members  charged  that 
the  Carthan  campaign  and  the  United 
League  of  Holmes  County,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  supported  by  the  National  Division, 
are  stirring  up  racial  hatred  rather  than 
healing  racial  divisions. 

Committees  report  agreements 

The  two  special  committees  — 
appointed  in  the  heat  of  controversy  last 
spring  —  were  able  to  agree  on  the 
following  points: 

•The  United  League  “must  be  recog¬ 
nized”  as  a  civil  rights  organization,  but 
one  that  has  created  division  among 
some  of  the  people  because  of  its  contro¬ 
versial  strategies. 

•The  United  Methodist  Church  must  be 
involved  in  ministries  promoting  justice 
in  Holmes  County  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  mandate  of  the  Gospel. 


Former  mayor  Eddie  Carthan 


CAROLE  THOMPSON  PHOTO 

•There  has  been  growth  in  race 
relations  in  Holmes  County,  and  both 
black  and  white  citizens  are  working  for 
further  growth. 

•There  will  be  no  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  the  National  Division  and  some 
United  Methodists  in  Holmes  County  and 
elsewhere  as  long  as  an  official  con¬ 
nection  with  the  United  League,  remains. 

The  two  committees  said  that  their 
joint  effort  had  brought  about  a  great 
deal  of  reconciliation  with  each  other  as 
“faith  in  God’s  presence  and  guidance 
was  the  tie  that  bound  us  together.” 

Proto-typical  harrassment 

However,  the  two  committees  did  not 
address  the  substantive  issues  of  the 
Carthan  case  in  their  joint  statement. 

Last  spring,  a  fact-finding  team  from 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’, 
division  of  Church  and  Society  concluded 
that  the  Carthan  case  “is  proto-typical  of 
widespread  harassment  against  black 
elected  officials  in  Mississippi.” 

The  Mississippi  Supreme  Court, 
however,  after  reviewing  the  police 
assault  case,  said  the  case  against  Mr. 
Carthan  was  an  “open  and  shut”  one. 

Doug  Demmons,  reporter  for  the 
Jackson  Clarion-Ledger,  said  the 
Supreme  Court  does  not  routinely  issue 
lengthy  opinions  but  did  in  this  case 


UMR  announces  addition 
of  new  editorial  writer 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  Rev.  Stephen  L. 
Swecker  of  Morgantown,  West  Virginia, 
joined  the  editorial  staff  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  last  week  as  an  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor,  according  to  the  paper’s 
Editor-General  Manager,  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III. 

The  newly- 
created  position 
will  be  related  pri¬ 
marily  to  editorial 
writing  and  other 
aspects  of  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  editorial 
page,  Mr.  Dunnam 
said,  and  secon¬ 
darily  to  the 
paper’s  news  gath-  ,  _  . 

ering  process  The  Stephen  Swecker 

choice  of  Mr.  Swecker  to  fill  this  position 
culminated  a  4-month  search  which  pro¬ 
duced  nearly  100  applications. 

Mr.  Swecker,  38,  is  a  member  of  the 
West  Virginia  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  who  has  served 
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as  a  local  church  pastor  for  most  of  the 
past  15  years.  He  has  been  appointed  to 
his  new  position  on  the  Reporter  staff  by 
Bishop  William  B.  Grove  of  Charleston, 
W.Va.  Mr.  Swecker  moved  to  Dallas  last 


week  to  assume  his  new  responsibilities. 
His  wife  Charlene,  and  two  children,  plan 
to  join  him  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

Mr.  Swecker  graduated  magna  cum 
laude  from  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
in  Washington,  D.C.  He  is  currently  in 
the  final  stages  of  completing  a  Ph.D. 
degree  in  social  ethics  at  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Theology.  His  dissertation 
is  entitled  “Toward  a  Theory  of  Moral 
Leadership  with  Implications  for  the 
Conduct  of  Ministry.” 

“We  said  in  the  ad  announcing  this 
new  position  that  we  were  looking  for  a 
special  person,  and  we  believe  that 
person  has  been  found  in  Stephen 
Swecker,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said.  “His  initial 
resume  described  his  ministry  as  ‘an  at¬ 
tempt  to  keep  academic  and  parish  func¬ 
tions  in  healthy  and  creative  tension, 
making  the  values  and  contributions  of 
each  accessible  to  the  other.’ 

“In  our  discussions,  it  has  become 
clear  that  both  of  these  functions  can 
inter-relate  and  contribute  to  the  work  of 
a  church  newspaper  like  the  Reporter  — 
and  especially  to  its  editorial  page,  which 
is  itself  an  ongoing  effort  to  apply 
Christian  teachings  to  the  issues  of  our 
day,”  Mr.  Dunnam  said. 


because  of  what  it  noted  as  the  “very 
highly  charged  atmosphere."  In  a  23- 
page  report,  the  court  reviewed  the  facts 
of  the  case.  ^ 

He  observed  to  tne  Reporter  the  irony 
in  Holmes  County  in  the  recent  week  when 
the  black  elected  sheriff  incarcerated 
Mr.  Carthan.  While  Mr.  Carthan’s  case  is 
said  by  his  supporters  to  symbolize  the 
inability  of  blacks  to  break  political 
barriers  in  this  county,  a  black  resident 
of  this  county  won  the  Democratic 
nomination  for  congressman  that  sajne 
week.  Robert  Clark,  elected  to  four 
terms  in  the  state  legislature,  won  over 
three  white  opponents  to  get  the  nomina¬ 
tion.  A  large  percentage  of  the  elected 
officials  in  Holmes  County  are  black. 

Trial  set  for  Oct.  19 

Mr.  Carthan  will  be  held  in  the  county 
jail  here  until  his  Oct.  19  trial  on  the 
charge  of  paying  two  gunmen  to  murder 
his  black  political  opponent,  Roosevelt 
Granderson. 

His  appeal  of  a  conviction  that  he 
defrauded  the  federal  government  still 
has  not  been  heard  by  the  U.S.  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals. 

The  Rev.  Dean  Kelley,  staff  member  of 
the  NCC’s  Church  and  Society  division, 
distributed  a  letter  to  leaders  of  various 
denominations  alerting  them  to  Mr. 
Carthan’s  arrest,  mentioning  the  issue  of 
a  governor’s  pardon  and  pointing  out  that 
“financial  support  is  desperately  needed 


for  the  National  Campaign  to  Free 
Mayor  Eddie  James  Carthan  .  .  .  and  to 
Preserve  Black  Political  Rights.” 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  head  of  the 
UMC’s  National  Division,  sent  copies  of 
the  letter  with  his  own  letter  to  elected 
directors  and  staff  members  of .  the 
National  Division,  “related  agencies, 
projects,  programs  and  networks.” 

Some  North  Mississippi  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  leaders  expressed  concern  that 
the  National  Division  might  be  taking 
new  steps  in  the  case. 

Dr.  Bideaux  did  not  ask  in  his  letter  for 
any  specific  action  except  that  the 
recipients  “please  review  (the  NCC 
letter)  carefully.  It  provides  information 
and  suggestions  for  possible  further 
respohses  .  .  .  The  case  of  Eddie  James 
Carthan  is  of  continuing  concern  to  the 
National  Division  because  of  its 
priorities  and  commitment  to  mission  in 
terms  of  justice  and  human  rights.  We 
are  in  consultation  with  conference 
leaders  and  local  United  Methodists  in 
Mississippi  on  various  program  options 
and  relationships  ...  in  seeking  to  fulfill 
our  mission  responsibilities.” 
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Kit  contains: 

•  Aida  cloth 

•  Cotton  floss 

•  Instructions 


$3.00 

(MN  residents 
add  5%  tax) 
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CLASSIFIED 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR/Director  of  Christian 
Education,  growing  1.400-member  congregation, 
multiple  staff,  located  near  Orlando  and  Disney 
World,  salary  range  $17,000-20,000.  Send  resume  to 
Robert  H.  Fox.  P.O.  Box  669.  Kissimmee.  FL 32741. 

MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  needed  for  fast- 
growing  UM  church  with  a  strong  social  conscience. 
550  in  worship;  300  in  church  school  Excellent 
salary.  Write  to  Bill  Easum,  5247  Vance  Jackson, 
San  Antonio,  TX  78230. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 
Ministries,  current  active  youth  program,  multiple 
staff,  located  near  Orlando  and  Disney  World, 
excellent  opportunity  for  growth,  salary  negotiable, 
send  resume  to  Robert  H.  Fox,  P.O.  Box  669,  Kissi¬ 
mmee.  FL  32741. 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY  -  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church.  Skills-organizational 
development,  management  principles,  basic 
theological  understanding,  good  communication 
skills,  travel  35%,  over  4  years  experience.  Respond 
to:  Board  of  Discipleship,  Personnel,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville.  TN  37202.  EEO/AA. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
in  1,000-member  growing  church.  Send  resume:  Dr. 
Edward  Lilly.  Larchmont  UM  Church,  1101 
Jamestown  Crescent.  Norfolk.  VA  Z3508. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Religious  Education  or 
diaconal  minister  wanted  by  Catalina  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Tucson,  Arizona.  Send  resume  to  Rev 
Stan  Brown,  2700  E.  Speedway,  Tucson,  AZ  85716. 

DIRECTOR-COUNSELOR  TO  NEWLY  established 
Christian  Counseling  Center.  Membership  in  AAPC 
and  advanced  degree  preferred.  Available  Jan.  '83. 
Send  inquiries  and  current  resumes  to  Dr.  John  A. 
Hildreth,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  9625  N. 
Military  Trail.  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL  33410. 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest'*  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive,  NY,  NY 
10115. 

FREE:  FAMILY  MINISTRY  RESOURCES.  For: 
Parents,  ministers,  teachers,  and  Ed.  directors. 
Write:  Family  Education  Enterprises,  2320  E. 
Lincoln  Drive.  Phoenix,  AZ  85016. 

WORLD’S  FAIR  ACCOMMODATIONS:  New 
guesthouse  with  swimming  pool,  completely 
furnished,  accommodates  8  people,  8  miles  from 
Fair,  $45  a  night.  For  reservations  call  (615  )  693-2172. 

HAVING  PROBLEMS  WITH  INFORMATION 
Management?  Our  computer  program  provides 
unlimited  sorting  and  random  access  without  disc  in 
less  than  500  BYTES  of  standard  basic  Makes 
mailing  committee  assignments,  Sunday  school 
records,  etc.,  a  snap  Sold  to  churches  only.  Finance 
control  package  included.  Both  for  $10.00.  Write  for 
information.  Bill  Massey.  P.O.  Box  171222,  Memphis, 
TN  38117.  } 

WORLD  S  FAIR  LODGING:  Rent  our  spacious  3 
bedroom  home.  Completely  furnished.  Dishwasher, 
icemaker  Ten  minutes  from  Fair,  35  to  Smokies.  $50. 
Phone  (615  )  522-6060. 

THE  BICENTENNIAL  PUBLICATION.  Bishop 
Francis  Asbury:  Field  Marshal  of  the  Lord,  is 
endorsedsby  the  following  UM  bishops  .  Bishop  John 

B  Warman  of  the  Harrisburg  Area  says,  "It  is 
extremely  well  done.  1  have  purchased  copies  for  my 
District  Superintendents  and  Program  Staffs.  The 
Superintendents  have  agreed  to  present  it  to  their 
Charge  Conferences."  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols  of  the 
New  York  Area  says,  "it  is  a  very  interesting  piece  of 
work.  I  shall  be  pushing  it  in  my  Annual 
Conferences."  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  the  Kansas 
Area  says,  "I  will  be  glad  to  help  you  by  suggesting 
that  my  ministers  make  it  available  to  the  members 
of  their  churches."  Bishop  James  M.  Ault  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Area  says,  "thank  you  for  all  that  you  have 
done  to  promote  the  history  of  Methodism."  And  re¬ 
tired  Bishop  Roy  H.  Short  says,  "I  have  just  finished 
reading  your  new  book  on  Bishop  Asbury  with  great 
appreciation.  I  found  it  interesting  and  rewarding 
reading."  This  beautiful  8W  x  ll  inch  book  in  a 
flexible,  leather-like  cover,  is  available  for  $12.00, 
payment  with  the  order.  It  tells  the  story  of 
the  consecrated  life  and  the  dynamic  leadership 
bf  Bishop  Asbury  set  against  the  historical  back- 
ground  of  the  first  half-century  of  American  Meth¬ 
odism  Order  from  Dr.  W.  G.  SmelUer,  700  South 
Alton  Way,  Denver,  CO  80231. 

LAUGHTER  YOU  CAN  GIVE  to  others.  “Art  and  the 
Gospel"  cartoon  greeting  card  booklet.  Group  fund¬ 
raising  rates.  Sample.  Write  Henrikson  Studios,  27  N. 
Meyer  Ct..  Des  Plaines.  IL  60016.  1 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
and  Associate  Program  Coordinator.  Lay  or 
ordained,  male  or  female,  with  seminary  training,  5 
years  full-time  experience  preferred  to  serve  in  a 
dynamic  church  on  Florida's  beautiful  West  Coast. 
Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to  Rev. 
Mullen,  Allendale  United  Methodist  Church,  3803 
Haines  Road,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33703.  Telephone 
(813)527-6694. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and  Youth 
Ministries.  Responsible  for  ten  choirs,  including 
bells.  Contact  Dr.  Robert  M.  Brittain,  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  3901  N.E.  22nd  Ave.,  Lighthouse 
Point.  FL(  305 1  941-8033. 

PRESCHOOL  INSTRUCTOR  UM  Community 
Center  Bilingual  English/Spanish.  Experience  and 
certification  preferred.  Send  resume:  Wesley 
Community  Center,  1410  Lee  Street.  Houston,  TX 
77009,  Attention:  Executive  Director. 

WANTED.  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  Ministries 
at  3,500-member  United  Methodist  Church.  Develop, 
implement  and  evaluate  programs  with  children, 
birth  through  sixth  grade.  Christian  Education 
degree  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Ms. 
Janet  Price,  Diaconal  Minister  of  Education,  (303) 
471-8522  ,  420  North  Nevada.  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80903 

THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas,  1-800-255-9612,  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103;  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240.  1 

FOR  SALE:  BELLS,  Carillons,  Chimes,  Hand  Bells, 
Towers.  Contact  J.  Berrien  Mints-,  2817  Brookdale 
Avenue.  Louisville.  KY  40220.  (502  )  459-3223. 

BALDWIN  ORGAN  FOR  SALE.  Model  4C,  2-manual. 
2-tone  cabinets.  Tone  expander  Excellent  condition. 
$2,995  1st  UMC.  Box  1125,  Tavares.  FL  32778,  (901) 
343-2761. 

POSITION:  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  243  S.  Broadway.  Redondo  Beach, 
CA  90277.  ( 2131  372-8445  Please  send  resume 

HELP  WANTED:  Program  Director.  Organize  and 
direct  children,  youth,  and  other  church-wide  pro¬ 
grams.  Good  salary.  Send  resume  to  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  601  Centre  Street,  Fer- 
nandina  Beach,  FL  32034. 

FOR  SALE  —  Thirty-seven  14  ft.  solid  Birch  Pews 
with  Fruitwood  finish  in  good  condition.  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  West  California  at  Tech 
Dr..  Ruston,  LA  71270  (318)  255-2211 
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CURRIC-U-SHOP  Is  Here 


Pastoral  Letters 

By 

DR.  L.  RAY  BRANTON 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 

Inventory  Your  Promises 

“I  have  promises  to  keep,  and  miles  to  go  before  I  sleep,”  wrote  Robert  Frost.  I 
have  remembered  these  lines  because  they  are  so  universally  true:  Every  one  of  us 
has  promises  to  keep. 

What  promises  do  you  have  to  keep  —  promises  to  God,  to  other  people  and  to 
yourself  that  you  feel  a  deep  necessity  to  fulfill?  It  is  useful,  and  usually  surprising,  to 
make  an  inventory  of  such  promises. 

When  we  do,  we  discover  there  are  some  promises  we  have  kept.  We  cannot  hold  our 
lives  together,  nor  can  there  be  any  form  of  human  organization  unless  most  people 
keep  promises  most  of  the  time.  No  police  force  is  powerful  enpugh  to  maintain  order 
unless  most  of  us  are  keeping  promises. 

We  may  realize  there  are  some  promises  we  should  not  keep.  Some  of  these  cannot 
be  kept.  Others  should  not  be.  Some  may  even,  upon  examination,  be  unworthy  of  our 
dedication  or  even  irrational.  We  rid  our  lives  of  false  guilt  when  we  can  evaluate  such 
promises  realistically. 

Then,  there  are  some  promises  we  have  not  kept,  which  we  want  and  need  to  keep. 
When  we  break  such  promises,  we,  ourselves,  are  the  ones  most  hurt.  There  is  deep 
damage  to  our  self  esteem,  perhaps  especially  when  we  have  succeeded  in  subduing 
the  voice  of  conscience.  Many  times,  seemingly  complex  personal  problems  can  be 
resolved  by  a  decision  to  keep  promises. 

Also,  we  may  recognize  there  are  new  promises  we  want  to  make.  As  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes  once  wrote,  ‘‘New  occasions  teach  new  duties.”  Life  changes  and 
new  opportunities  present  themselves.  A  significant  new  promise  to  God,  others  and 
ourselves  can  help  us  to  focus  our  energies  on  today’s  challenge  and  opportunity. 

“I  have  promises  to  keep.”  Does  this  reminder  seem  oppressive,  rather  than 
joyful?  Perhaps  it  is  time  to  inventory  your  promises,  for  the  promises  we  have  to 
keep  can  be  one  of  the  most  constructive  and  sustaining  forces  in  our  lives. 

Youth  Leaders  Unite 


Members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  attending  the  Forum  were  (left  to 
right,  back  row):  Ronna  Seibert  (NYMO),  Duane  Denham.  Patterson  Culligan,  Ross 
Ford,  Mark  Martin,  Bill  Wolfe  (Board  of  Discipleship).  (Front  row)  Leona  McCastle, 
Jerry  Hilbun,  Ed  Dilworth,  and  Gladys  Ford.  Not  available  for  the  picture  were  Kent 
Kilbourne  and  Linda  Kilbourne. 

ESTES  PARK,  Colorado  (UMNS)  —  Representatives  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  were  among  350  adult  leaders  of  youth  ministries  attending  the  fourth 
biennial  national  Forum  on  Youth  Ministry  on  September  13-17. 

‘‘Voices  and  Visions”  was  the  theme  of  the  event  which  was  held  primarily  for 
conference  and  district  youth  ministry  coordinators. 

The  forum  included  more  than  120  workshops  on  a  variety  of  subjects  ranging  from 
prayer  and  spirituality  to  what  leaders  can  do  to  help  parent-teen  relationships. 

The  keynote  address  was  given  by  the  Reverend  Leontine  Kelly,  pastor  of  the 
Asbury-Church  Hill  United  Methodist  Churches  in  Richmond,  Virginia.  Other  major 
presentations  included  one  on  television  and  youth  by  Betty  King  Hoffmann,  New 
York,  NBC  Vice  President  for  Program  Information  Resources.  Daily  Bible  study 
was  led  by  the  Reverend  John  Holbert,  a  faculty  member  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas. 

During  the  forum,  each  of  the  73  annual  conference  delegations  was  given  a  ‘‘Songs 
for  a  New  World”  cassette  and  a  new  ‘‘Peace  with  Justice”  packet. 

The  cassette  was  produced  by  the  Hunger  and  Value  Formation  unit  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  includes  songs  written  especially  for  the  project  dealing  with 
hunger-related  concerns.  Four  of  the  writers  and/or  singers  featured  on  the  cassette 
were  among  the  music  leadership  at  the  forum.  In  addition  to  the  cassette,  other 
related  resources  announced  at  the  forum  include  a  songbook,  a  cassette  with 
instrumental  music  which  can  be  used  by  performing  groups,  and  slide 
transparencies. 

The  packet  has  been  produced  by  the  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  promote  and  interpret  its  four-year  emphasis  on  peace 
with  justice.  All  resources  can  be  obtained  through  Discipleship  Resources. 
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Quick  answers  to  questions  about  your 
church.  A  service  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

800/251-8140 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


Effective  Tuesday,  September  28,  the 
teacher  training  sessions  and  church 
school  lessons  for  the  series,  ‘‘The 
Church  of  Our  Fathers,"  will  be 
broadcast  on : 

Satellite  —  Westar  4 
Channel  — 19  (not  9) 
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COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 


John  Wesley  said,  ‘‘The  world  is  my 
parish.”  One  does  not,  however,  need  to 
go  abroad  to  find  mission.  World 
Communion  Sunday  offers  an 
opportunity  for  the  church  to  touch  the 
lives  of  persons  of  many  diverse  ethnic 
and  racial  backgrounds.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  opportunities  for  mission 
that  become  possible  because  35  percent 
of  the  World  Communion  offering  is  used 
to  support  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarship  Program. 

Native  Americans  are  a  diverse 
community.  Members  of  their 
communities  are  not  simply  Native 
Americans,  but  are  from  such  tribes  as 
Choctaw,  Seneca,  Lumbee,  Kiowa, 
Potawatami,  Ottawa,  Creek  and 
Seminole. 

Cynthia  Jean  Abrams  is  a  “trans¬ 
planted  Seneca  from  western  New 
York  state.”  A  recent  graduate  of 
Cerritos  Junior  College  in  California,  she 
recalls  being  “surprised  and  happy” 
when  she  first  learned  that  she  was  to  be 
a  recipient  of  an  Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarship.  For  Jennie  Church,  a 
Potawatami-Ottawa  Indian  from  Door, 
Michigan,  the  scholarship  could  not  have 
come  at  a  better  time.  Like  most  persons 
who  have  received  scholarships  in  the 
past,  Jennie  wants  to  devote  her  life  to 
helping  others.  Because  her  father  was 
laid  off  from  his  factory  job,  she  did  not 
know  how  she  could  complete  her 
nursing  degree  program.  The 
scholarship  “says  that  the  church  is 
concerned  about  the  next  generation.  It 
was  a  real  blessing,  the  answer  to  my 
prayers!  It  was  a  new  incentive  for  me  to 
go  on  and  finish  college.  I  can  only  say 
‘Thanks!’  ”  she  says. 

Nona  Cutnose  speaks,  for  herself  and 
her  son,  Victor  Thomas,  who  also 
received  an  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarship. 
She  thinks  that  the  scholarship  “is  an 
opportunity  for  ethnic  persons  to 
advance  in  the  church.”  Her  impression 
is  that  “many  persons  who  take 
advantage  of  this  scholarship  end  up 
serving  the  church  or  a  service-type 
agency.”  This  sentiment  is  echoed  by 
Paula  Kay  Hunt,  a  Lumbee  Indian  living 
in  North  Carolina.  “Once  I  graduate,  I 
intend  to  teach  and  continue  to  help  my 
local  church,”  she  says.  “What  the 
church  is  doing  is  wonderful  for  the 
Native  American  community,  and  I’m 
sure  that  one  result  will  be  better 


workers  in  the  church.” 

Native  Americans  are  not  the  only  ones 
who  benefit  from  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarship  Program . 

Thomas  Fleming  is  a  Japanese- 
American  pre-law  student  at  the 
University  of  California’s  Berkeley 
campus.  “Coming  out  of  a  parsonage 
family  doesn’t  leave  one  with  a  whole  lot 
of  financial  resources  for  college,”  he 
explains.  “The  award  really  came  as  a 
welcome  relief.”  He  then  added, 
“Helping  one’s  neighbor  is  one  of  the 
great  themes  of  the  Bible.” 

Sung  Hwan  Kim  wants  to  be  a  minister 
and  serve  the  Korean  community.  For 
Sung  Hwan,  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarship  means  that  “someone 
cares.”  Another  Korean-American, 
Katherine  Kay-Kyung  Hahn,  is  “glad  to 
be  a  member  of  a  denomination  that 
provides  opportunities  for  its  ethnic 
members.” 

Ethnic  minority  youth  are  indeed  a 
part  of  the  parish  of  which  John  Wesley 
spoke.  Through  this  program  they  have 
been  able  to  experience  the  unity  within 
the  diversity  of  our  denomination.  Nasha 
Kay  Eyechabbe,  a  Choctaw  from  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference,  may  well  have  been 
speaking  for  many  of  her  peers  when  she 
said,  “The  program  makes  you  glad  to 
see  that  the  church  is  interested  in  Indian 
youth.  But  you  are  also  glad  to  know  that 
it  is  not  only  for  Indians  but  for  other 
ethnics  as  well.  This  is  one  way  to  unite 
the  ethnic  minority  groups  in  our 
church.” 

The  World  Communion  offering  is 
indeed  a  part  of  the  ongoing  mission  of 
the  church.  The  offering  supports  two 
other  vital  programs,  the  Crusade 
Scholarship  Program  and  the  Ethnic 
Minority  In-Service  Training  Program. 
Crusade  Scholarships  provide 
educational  opportunities  for  ethnic 
minority  persons  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  The  Ethnic  Minority  In-Service 
Training  Program  encourages  ethnic 
persons  to  explore  various  forms  of 
ministry  as  second-career  options.  Your 
generous  support  of  the  World 
Communion  offering  brings  the  parish 
closer  to  the  lives  of  persons  whom  we 
serve.  Please  remember  to  support  the 
World  Communion  offering  on  Sunday, 
October  3, 1982. 


New  Resources  Available  for  UMYF 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  UMYF 
Program  Quarterly,  the  new  resource  for 
use  with  United  Methodist  youth 
fellowship  groups,  is  now  available  from 
Cokesbury. 

“Publication  of  UMYF  Program 
Quarterly  is  a  direct  response  to  what 
local  church  people  say  they  need  for  use 
with  UMYF  programs,”  said  the 
Reverend  H.  Claude  Young,  Jr.,  editor  of 
United  Methodist  church  school 
publications. 

Through  research  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House  was  told  that  the 
primary  purpose  of  the  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  is  exactly  what  the 
name  suggests,  fellowship.  Many 
UMYFs  follow  a  club-style  approach  to 
organization  and  programming. 
Research  showed  that  planning  for 
UMYF  programs  often  is  done  on  a  short¬ 
term  basis.  “The  new  UMYF  Program 
Quarterly  is  based  on  these  concepts,” 
Dr.  Young  added. 

“We  know  how  important  an  active 
and  alive  youth  fellowship  program  is  to 
every  local  church.  We  also  know  that 
developing  a  fellowship  program  can  be 

Changes  in 
Appointments 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 
announces  the  following  changes  in 
appointments  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Benton  United  Methodist  Church 
(Shreveport  District)  —  Reverend 
Charles  B.  Roper.  Effective  November  1, 
1982. 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
(Shreveport  District)  —  Reverend  E.  J. 
Martin.  Effective  September  26, 1982. 

Berwick  United  Methodist  Church 
(New  Orleans-Houma  District)  —  Rev. 
Leo  Beck.  Effective  September  26, 1982. 


Interest  Groups  at  CKRRI-U-SHOP 

CURRIC-U-SHOP  will  be  in  Louisiana  next  week!  Take  two  or  three  carloads 
from  your  church.  Ride  a  church  van  or  bus  in  your  district.  Our  aim  is  to  touch 
as  many  persons  as  possible  with  this  learning  explosion  of  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources.  This  is  a  “once-in-a-lifetime”  experience  for  many  of  us 
involved  in  Christian  education  experiences,  so  don’t  let  it  pass  you  by! 
ATTEND  CURRIC-U-SHOP ! 

The  Interest  Groups  will  be  in  2  sections  as  follows  : 

Section  I  —  Age  Level  Interest  Groups 

Resources  for  Young  Children  ( Infants  to  6  years)  —  Annella  Creech 
Resources  for  Elementary  Child  (Grades  1-6)  —  Vern  Denney 
Resources  for  Youth  (Grades  7-12)  —  Branson  Thurston 
Resources  for  Adults  ( 18  and  up)  —  Nellie  Moser 
Section  II  —  Christian  Education  Concerns 

The  Bible  and  United  Methodist  Curriculum  Resources  —  Pat  Floyd 
Trends  in  Christian  Education:  Their  Effect  on  United  Methodist  Curriculum 
Resources  —  Ruth  McDowell 

Reaching  More  People  with  United  Methodist  Curriculum  Resources  — 
Howard  Walker 

Creative  Activities  and  Media  Resources  in  United  Methodist  Curriculum 
Resources  for  Children  and  Youth  —  Gloria  Simmons 
These  well-qualified  leaders  are  coming  from  Nashville  to  CURRIC-U-SHOP 
in  Louisiana  to  help  us!  Let’s  be  there  to  receive  their  insights! ! 

It’s  Time  To  Go! 

Attend  a  morning  or  evening  session  —  or  both !  Stay  as  long  as  you  can  — 
learn  at  your  own  pace.  Spend  time  in  the  learning  arena  and  in  interest  groups. 
Each  session  will  have: 

Worship 

Registration  Orientation 
Learning  Arena 

Interest  Groups:  Sections  I  and  II 
( Supper  for  a  nominal  cost  at  evening  session. ) 

Take  2  or  3  cars  of  your  local  church  school  teachers  and  educational  leaders 
to  the  CURRIC-U-SHOP  closest  to  YOU! 

Trinity  UMC,  Ruston  First  UMC,  Baton  Ronge 

TUESDAY  THURSDAY 

October  5  October  7 

9:00  a.m. -1:00  p.m.  5:30  p.m. -10:00  p.m. 

5:30  p.m. -10:00  p.m.  FRIDAY 

October  8 
9:00a.m.-l:00p.m. 

Attend'cURRIC-U-SHOP! ! 


Around  The  Conference 
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challenging,”  said  Dr.  Young.  “We 
developed  the  UMYF  Program 
Quarterly  to  help  in  the  worthwhile  effort 
of  keeping  youth  active  in  church.” 

Each  of  the  80-page  issues  will  have  15 
self-contained  meeting  plans.  It  will 
include  a  section  of  fellowship  activities, 
a  program  section,  and  materials  for 
worship  services.  Issues  will  also  contain 
party  ideas  and  special  events  and 
activities  to  fit  the  season. 

A  supplementary  publication,  UMYF 
Program  Quarterly  Update,  will  also  be 
issued  twice  each  quarter,  giving  youth 
groups  two  additional  program  choices. 
The  four-page  supplements  will  provide 
discussion-oriented  programs  based  on 
current  events  or  developments  in  the 
life  of  the  church.  Dr.  Young  said  Update 
will  be  published  on  a  reasonably  short 
deadline  to  provide  resources  on  current 
topics. 

Both  publications  replace  UMYF 
Arena  and  Update.  Curricular  materials 
for  the  denomination  are  developed  by 
the  Curriculum  Resources  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  published 
by  Graded  Press  and  distributed  by 
Cokesbury,  both  units  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

News  in  Brief 

•  A  leather-bound  copy  of  a  book 
published  recently  by  United 
Methodism’s  Abingdon  Press,  Tough 
Love,  How  Parents  Can  Deal  with  Drug 
Abuse,  was  presented  to  First  Lady 
Nancy  Reagan  at  the  recent  national 
convention  of  the  Palmer  Drug  Abuse 
Program. 

*  An  estimated  173  persons  from  56 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences  are 
writing  the  denomination’s  church  school 
curriculum  resources  for  the  next  year, 
according  to  a  tabulation  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 


Mer  Rouge  Celebrates  Homecoming 


8  The  United  Methodist  Church  of  Mer  Rouge,  Louisiana  will  have  homecoming  xj 
Sunday,  October  10th  to  celebrate  its  founding  90  years  ago.  | 

Guest  speaker  will  be  Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  Monroe  District  8 
Superintendent.  He  will  be  assisted  in  the  service  by  several  of  the  ministers  •§ 
:£  who  have  served  the  church  in  the  past.  ^ 

*  At  12:00  noon  dinner  will  be  served  on  the  grounds.  Barbecue  chicken,  baked  jx 
beans  and  drinks  will  be  provided.  fj-i 

:|i  Members,  former  members,  and  community  friends  are  cordially  invited  to 
§  attend.  | 

:j:  If  you  were  ever  a  part  of  the  Mer  Rouge  Methodist  Church,  please  come  join  S 

•£  in  the  fun.  xj 

8  The  Rev.  Garland  C.  Dean.  Jr.,  is  pastor. 

1  i 

Beasley  Scholarsh  ip  Sunday 

Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church,  5550  South  Lakeshore  Drive,  Shreveport,  $: 
:£  honored  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  James  L.  Beasley  on  Sunday,  September  12, 

8  1982  P 

!:•:  The  Reverend  Beasley  was  the  pastor  at  Park  Avenue  Methodist  Church  from  :!:• 

8  1960-1963.  When  the  church  reloaded  and  became  Lakeview  United  Methodist  ?• 

>•:  Church  in  1963,  Reverend  Beasley  remained  as  pastor  until  1967. 
i;!  There  was  a  covered  dish  luncheon  after  the  morning  worship  service,  so  that 
&  members  and  friends  of  Lakeview  could  share  the  day  with  the  Beasleys. 

The  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs  is  presently  the  pastor  of  Lakeview-. 

1  Special  Day  Celebrated  By  Jackson  UMC 

September  26,  1982  was  a  special  day  for  the  members  of  Jackson  United 
Methodist  Church,  Jackson,  La.,  as  they  celebrated  their  Annual  Homecoming 
8  and  a  Ground  Breaking  Ceremony  for  their  new  Education  Building. 

8  The  day  began  with  a  worship  service,  featuring  songs  presented  by  a  special 
8  guest  vocalist,  Mrs.  Van  (Kim)  Morgan  and  the  church  choir.  A  covered  dish 
8  dinner  was  served  in  the  fellowship  hall  followed  by  the  Ground  Breaking 
•:•:  Ceremony  for  the  new  addition  to  the  church.  The  Education  Building  will  serve 
the  children,  youth,  and  adults  of  the  community  in  an  even  more  effective  wav. 

The  pastor  is  the  Rev  Claude  E.  Barron. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Can  we  share  in  communion  with 
Christians  who  commit  atrocities? 


The  annual  observance  of  World 
Communion  this  Sunday  takes  on  a 
poignant,  even  tragic,  significance,  in 
light  of  the  recent  massacre  of  several 
hundred  Palestinian  refugees  by  a  group 
of  Lebanese  Christians. 

We  might  state  it  in  terms  of  a 
question:  How,  given  the  moral  outrage 
most  Christians  feel  toward  that 
horrible  carnage,  can  we  approach  our 
Lord’s  table  in  a  spirit  of  oneness  with  all 
others  who  profess  to  follow  Christ?  Are 
we  prepared  to  share  the  body  and  blood 
of  Christ  with  those  who,  seemingly 
without  conscience,  snuffed  out  the  lives 
of  defenseless  men,  women  and  children, 
and  look  upon  them  as  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ? 

Although  we  may  be  tempted  to  try 
overlooking  or  denying  the  truth,  we 
cannot:  those  who  wielded  the  machine 
guns  in  the  refugee  villages  of  Chatila 
and  Sabra  were  not  “heathen.”  Nor  were 
they  Moslems  or  Jews.  Like  it  or  not, 
they  are  members  of  our  family  of  faith. 

Even  more  basic  than  the  religious 
faith  we  affirm  is  our  common  humanity, 
which  includes  a  propensity  for  sin  and 
evil.  Contrary  to  the  assumptions  of 
some,  becoming  a  Christian  does  not 
guarantee  a  life  thereafter  free  of  sin. 
Each  of  us  who  approaches  the  Lord’s 
table  must  recognize  in  ourselves  some 
of  the  same  dark  motives  and  unruly 
forces  which  sometimes  prompt  any 
human  being  to  engage  in  inhumane 
behavior.  The  recognition  that  we,  as 
Christians,  are  also  sinners  redeemed 
only  by  the  grace  of  God,  is  why  the 
church  has  placed  “confession”  at  the 
very  beginning  of  the  service  of  Holy 
Communion. 

The  terrible  acts  of  September  17  in 
Labanon  are  powerful  and  repulsive  re¬ 
minders  of  our  brokenness  as  Christians 
—  both  as  individuals,  and  as  a  worldwide 
fellowship  of  believers.  Like  other  atroci¬ 


ties  of  modern  times  involving  Christians 
—such  as  the  My  Lai  massacre  in  Viet¬ 
nam  and  Hitler’s  murder  of  6  million  Jews 
—they  implicate  us  all  for  failing  to  live 
out  the  faith  we  profess. 

Perhaps  more  powerfully  than 
anything  else  we  could  imagine,  the 
tragedy  of  Beirut  shatters  any  detached 
notion  that  the  problems  in  war-torn 
Lebanon  and  other  parts  of  the  Middle 
East  involve  only  Jews  and  Moslems. 
Rather  than  serving  as  a  reconciling 
force  helping  to  bring  the  warring  sides 
together,  some  of  our  fellow  Christians 
are  integrally  involved  in*  perpetuating 
the  religious  and  political  hatred  which  is 
so  deeply  embedded  there. 

For  this  reason,  Christians  should 
approach  World  Communion  Sunday  this 
year  with  the  intention  of  doing  more 
than  confessing  our  sins  and  celebrating 
the  universal  unity  we  seek  with  other 
Christians.  We  should  pray  fervently  for 
all  who  live  in  Lebanon  —  both  for  those 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters  whose 
actions  we  find  impossible  to  identify 
with  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  for 
persons  who  are  suffering  because  of 
those  actions. 

Before  we  leave  the  Lord’s  table,  we 
should  re-commit  ourselves  to  the  tasks 
of  peace  making  and  reconciliation  to 
which  He  calls  us.  Beginning  in  our  own 
homes  and  churches,  we  can  become 
living  examples  of  the  true  communion 
we  desire  among  all  Christians.  One 
example  should  include  support  for  relief 
efforts  on  behalf  of  all  who  suffer  in  the 
Middle  East,  and  support  for  those  who 
are  searching  for  tangible  ways  of 
breaking  down  the  barriers  of  hatred  and 
distrust.  If  the  oneness  in  Christ  we  seek 
is  to  be  maximized,  those  Lebanese 
Christians  who  are  responsible  for  the 
September  17  atrocities  need  also  to  lay 
their  gruesome  sins  upon  the  altar  of  God 
in  a  spirit  of  humble  repentance. 


Do  we  share  in  the  guilt  of  others? 


Should  a  Christian  feel  any  sense  of 
responsibility  for  instances  when  other 
Christians  commit  deplorable  atrocities? 

( See  preceding  editorial ) . 

Although  such  strong  group  identity  is 
clearly  affirmed  in  the  Bible  —  when  God 
addresses  the  Hebrews  as  “a  people,” 
and  when  Paul  speaks  of  Christians  as 
"the  body  of  Christ”  —  most  of  us  find 
the  idea  of  “corporate  guilt”  extremely 
uncomfortable.  It  is  difficult  enough  to 
admit  and  accept  responsibility  for  our 
own  individual  misdeeds,  much  less 
those  committed  by  others.  Hence  many 
Christians  undoubtedly  feel  no 
connection  at  all  to  the  murder  of  several 
hundred  Palestinians  by  a  group  of 
Christians  in  Lebanon.  The  blood  is  on 
their  hands,  we  may  say ,  not  ours. 

Efforts  to  shun  any  sense  of 
responsibility  for  the  sins  of  other 

Welcome  to  new  local 
church  edition  readers 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  425 
member-families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Lawton,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Confer¬ 
ence)  and  300  member-families  of  the 
Evergreen  UMC  in  Evergreen,  Colorado 
( Rocky  Mountain  Conference ) . 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say  “Wel¬ 
come.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your  new 
church  paper  interesting  and  informa¬ 
tive  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 


Here  I  Stand 

Weddings  should  be  treated  as 
sacraments ,  not  as  spectacles 


OCTOBER  1, 1982 


By  HERBERT  D.  LOOMIS 

I  liked  the  wedding  last  year  of 
Prince  Charles  and  Princess  Diana.  No 
one  played  the  guitar  standing  on  their 
head,  or  lighted  candles,  or  kissed  each 
other’s  family.  It  was  a  dignified,  moving 
worship  service  held  in  God’s  House.  I 
hope  it  has  started  a  trend ! 

Erma  Bombeck  says  the  tide  has 
turned  and  no  longer  are  couples  asking 
to  be  married  barefoot  in  the  daisies.  For 
years  I  have  refused  to  perform  wedding 
ceremonies  in  elevators,  on  motorcycles, 
and  even  in  pastures.  Perhaps  my 
experience  was  unusual,  but  the  few 
times  I  have  lowered  my  standards  to 
accommodate  the  daughter  of  some 
dedicated  saint  we  have  fought  off 
mosquitoes  only  a  little  smaller  than 
humming  birds,  dived  in  and  out  of  a 
utility  shed  to  escape  the  rain,  or  on  one 
solemn  occasion  stopped  to  drive  off  a 
curious  dog  determined  to  relieve 
himself  on  the  Best  Man’s  leg. 

I  have  been  accused  of  hating  nature, 
being  a  “Fuddy-Duddy,”  or  worst  of  all, 
of  trying  to  make  the  wedding  ceremony 
a  worship  experience.  I  do  believe  the 


only  proper  place  for  most  weddings  is 
the  church.  There  we  have  the  facilities 
to  insure  privacy,  protect  ourselves  from 
the  vagaries  of  weather,  and  provide  for 
the  physical  comfort  of  the  guests. 
Primarily  the  wedding  is  an  indicator  of 
our  theology.  Do  we  believe  the  wedding 
is  a  worship  service?  Do  we  believe  the 
church  is  a  special  place,  “God’s 
House”?  Is  our  main  purpose  to  dedicate 
this  new  relationship  to  God  or  to  provide 
a  spectacle  that  will  make  headlines  in 
the  daily  paper? 

As  a  denomination,  I  do  not  believe  we 
have  placed  sufficient  emphasis  on  “The 
Theology  of  Marriage.”  In  fact,  we  have 
never  been  sure  whether  it  is  a  religious 
service  or  a  merely  civil  ceremony.  We 
say  it  is  a  religious  ceremony  but  often 
act  as  if  it  isn’t.  Our  bishops  never 
suggest  to  the  ministers  that  there  is  a 
norm  of  order  and  good  taste  that  should 
be  followed.  The  rest  of  us,  hang  our 
heads  in  shame  when  we  read  of  a  United 
Methodist  colleague  “who  is  with  it”  and 
has  conducted  a  ceremony  on  horseback 
or  at  the  local  skating  rink.  Are  we 
satisfied  with  our  record  as  a  church? 


Herbert  Loomis 


Here  I  stand.  After  40  years  in  the 
ministry,  I  am  convinced  we  should  treat 
marriage  as  a  Sacrament.  I  believe 
Christian  ministers  should  refuse  to 
perform  wedding  rites  anywhere  except 
in  God’s  House  without  compelling 
reasons  to  do  otherwise.  Let’s  take  the 
“Discipline”  seriously.  It  states:  “The 
minister  is  enjoined  diligently  to  instruct 
those  requesting  his  offices  for  their 
prospective  marriage  in  the  Christian 
significance  of  the  holy  estate  into  which 
they  seek  to  enter.”  ~ 

“Here  I  Stand v’  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor  is  Herbert  D.  Loomis,  a 
retired  minister  in  the  Central  New  York 
Conference  who  now  serves  as  a  minister 
of  visitation  at  Trinity  UMC  in  Sarasota, 
Florida. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  I  Stand,"  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dallas  Texas 
75222. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Does  God  ‘choose’  some  people  more  than  others? 


Christians  bear  a  remarkable 
resemblance  to  the  efforts  of  the 
government  of  Israel  to  deny  any 
culpability  in  the  Lebanese  massacre. 
“Don’t  try  to  lecture  us  about  ethics,” 
one  high  Israeli  official  responded 
indignantly  to  criticism  of  his 
government’s  conduct  in  Lebanon,  as 
though  the  modern  successors  to  God’s 
“chosen  people”  under  the  Old  Covenant 
have  nothing  still  to  learn  on  the  subject. 
Such  an  elite  understanding  of  one’s 
place  in  the  human  community  was 
encountered  and  repudiated  by  Jesus  in 
the  religious  leaders  of  His  day. 
Ironically,  similar  attitudes  are  all  too 
common  among  Christians  today,  and 
even  less  defensible. 

Perhaps  “corporate  guilt  ”  is  not  the 
best  term  to  describe  our  relationship  as 
Christians  to  the  recent  atrocity 
committed  by  a  group  of  fellow 
Christians  in  Lebanon.  Whether  or  not  we 
share  any  sense  of  guilt,  it  is  an 
inescapable  fact  that  all  Christians  are 
humbled,  and  our  credibility  is 
diminished,  when  fellow  Christians 
anywhere  so  flagrantly  violate  both  the 
letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  Christian 
message. 

The  most  basic  sin,  both  for  individual 
Christians  and  for  the  body  of  Christ,  is 
pride.  If  the  massacres  of  Chatila  and 
Sabra  puncture  any  illusions  we  may 
have  harbored  about  our  status  as 
“God’s  people,”  then  God  may  yet 
partially  redeem  that  awful  event 
through  a  renewal  of  our  sense  of  who  we 
really  are:  no  more  and  no  less  than  a 
people  whose  sins  are  forgiven  by  the 
grace  of  God  alone. 

Recognizing  that  reality,  we  are  able  to 
gather  with  other  Christians  around  the 
globe  and  speak  of  our  oneness  in  Christ 
despite  —  and  because  of  —  our 
continuing  brokenness. 


To  the  Editor: 

Recent  events  have  raised  the  ancient 
question:  Who  are  God’s  “chosen 
people?”  Some  argue  that  the  Israelis 
are  the  people  of  God,  while  others  say 
only  Christians  are  the  “chosen.” 
Countless  other  national  and  religious 
groups  would  have  their  answers. 

I  would  submit  that  biblical  faith 
teaches  that  all  of  us  are  chosen  of  God. 
Each  and  every  person  is  created  in  the 
very  image  of  God.  Our  problem  is  not 
determining  which  ones  are  "chosen,” 
but  following  the  God  who  has  already 
chosen  us.  Vic  Nichols  Jr. 

Dallas,  Texas 

Old  Covenant  is  eternal 

To  the  Editor: 

Robert  James,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Editor  (UMR,  Sept.  10)  dismisses  many 
Christians  as  “naive”  if  they  identify 
with  Israel’s  biblical  claim  to  the  Holy 
Land.  Israel  is  the  people  of  the  covenant 
which  God  chose  from  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth  to  be  his  peculiar  possession 
and  with  whose  forefathers  He  concluded 
an  everlasting  covenant  sealed  by  oath. 
No  later  event  —  not  even  the  advent  of 
Jesus  —  could  possibly  abrogate,  modify 
or  suspend  this  covenant.  The  new 
covenant  does  not  suspend  the  old,  but 
coexists  with  it.  Paul  recognizes  this 
when  he  says  in  Romans  11:29  “The  gifts 
and  the  call  of  God  are  irrevocable.” 

I  am  also  quite  curious  to  learn  where 
Mr.  James  got  the  idea  that  in  present- 
day  Israel  a  Christian  can  go  to  jail  by 
witnessing  for  Christ.  Opposition  to 
Christian  missionary  efforts  among  Jews 
comes  from  individuals  and  private 
groups  and  not  from  official  circles  or  the 
government  —  which  stands  for 
tolerance.  (I  might  add  that  thjs  is  in 
stark  contrast  to  suppression  and  acts  of 
persecution  against  Christian  com¬ 
munities  in  such  Arab  countries  as 
Egypt,  Syria,  Jordan  and  the  Sudan.) 
Indeed,  a  number  of  courses  '  in 
Christianity,  including  New  Testament, 
are  offered  by  Israeli  universities. 

Daniel  L.  Saks 

Visalia,  California 

New  covenant  replaces  Old 

To  the  Editor: 

Praise  the  Lord  for  Robert  James’ 
Letter  to  the  Editor  on  Israel’s  ‘biblical’ 
claim  to  the  Holy  Land  (UMR,  Sept.  10). 
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My  Witness 


If  your  life  seems  to  be  running 
6 out  of  control,’ turn  to  God 


By  CAROL  A.  RUBY 

Is  it  possible  to  attend  church  regularly 
and  not  feel  the  love  of  God?  I  was  that 
person!  I,  not  God,  was  the  center  of  my 
life.  I  had  heard  the  message  many 
times,  but  didn't  feel  the  need  for  a 
“crutch.”  Only  I  could  possibly  know 
what  was  best  for  me! 

As  the  years  went  by,  I  began  to  feel 
restless  and  very  much  alone.  Events 
were  occurring  which  were  beyond  my 
control.  Within  two  week’s  time,  I  lost 
my  best  friend  (43)  to  cancer  and  a  super 
boss  (41)  to  a  massive  heart  attack.  I 
tried,  but  could  not  reconcile  myself  to 
their  deaths.  (Now  I  realize  that  I  had 
not  accepted  my  dad’s  death,  11  years 
previously). 

Other  things  were  happening:  my 
children  were  growing,  needing  more 
independence;  several  couples  I  knew 
well  were  splitting  up  after  years  of 
marriage;  my  husband’s  business 
dropped  off  and  to  help,  I  took  on  more 
work,  which  eliminated  my  leisure  time; 
everything  was  out  of  control. 

What  was  wrong?  Where  was  the 
confidence  I  had  experienced  in  the  past? 
A  thought  surfaced  in  my  mind  —  maybe 
God  wasn’t  a  crutch,  maybe  His  was  a 
way  of  living.  Not  one  to  change  readily, 

I  ignored  that  thought  and  continued  on 
my  independent  way. 

The  ensuing  year  was  a  frustrating 
one,  with  many  more  problems  facing 
me;  and  I  had  no  solutions.  A  sense  of 
failure  pursued  me.  Neither  I,  nor 
anyone  else,  was  controlling  anything. 
Surely  there  was  more  to  life  than  this. 
There  seemed  to  be  no  “good  times’  ’left. 

Again  the  thought  came  to  mind:  TRY 


GOD!  I  couldn’t  go  on  the  way  things 
were.  I  was  depressed  and  without  hope 
much  of  the  time.  In  desperation,  I  began 
my  search  for  the  God  I  had  heard  so 
much  about.  Each  day  I  got  up  one  half- 
hour  earlier  to  read  the  Bible  and  listen 
to  inspirational  music.  Is  it  possible  all 
that  I  read  and  heard  was  true?  Could  He 
bring  peace  to  my  turbulent  world? 
Would  He  hear  my  prayers? 

To  answer  these  questions  and  still  my 
doubts,  I  turned  to  my  pastor  for 
guidance.  He  assured  me  that  God  loves 
me,  even  though  I  had  turned  away.  Just 
as  I  continue  to  love  my  children  during 
their  struggles,  He  loves  me  through 
mine.  I  am  God’s  child!  And  He  who  is 
able  to  control  all  things  gives  me 
freedom  of  choice.  Am  I  wise  enough  to 
control  my  life?  It  is  far  better  to  put  all 
in  God’s  loving  care. 

Slowly,  I  am  beginning  to  love  Him,  to 
believe  in  Him,  to  trust  Him.  The 
burdens  I’ve  been  carrying  are  lighter 
and  easier  to  bear.  I  feel  free  from  guilt, 
knowing  I’m  not  to  blame  for  all  that  hap¬ 
pens.  As  my  faith  grows,  I  willingly  give 
up  my  independence  and  accept  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Happily,  I  am  learning  to  lean  on  God. 

Ahead  of  me  is  much  life  and  love  and 
learning.  It  will  not  be  free  from  strife, 
but  it  will  be  shared  with  God. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Carol  A. 
Ruby,  is  a  member  of  Kimberling  City 
UMC  in  Kimberling  City,  Missouri 
(Missouri  West  Conference). 


He  concisely  points  out  a  message  which 
is  a  major  thrust  of  the  New  Testament. 

Without  a  doubt,  Christ  established  a 
New  Covenant  based  on  His  renewing 
Spirit  (Matthew  26:26  et  al),  with  love, 
not  circumcision,  as  its  symbol  (John 
13:35).  Clearly  there  are  no  land  rights, 
no  significance  to  geographical  locations 
(John  4:20-24),  and  no  special 
considerations  for  blood  lineage  included 
in  the  New  Covenant  (Galatians  3:26-20). 

Even  Jeremiah,  six  centuries  before 
Christ,  prophesied  that  there  would  be  a 
New  Covenant  to  replace  the  Old 
(Jeremiah  13:31-34,  Hebrews  8:7-13). 

How  long,  O  how  long,  will  we  fail  to 
comprehend  the  New  Covenant? 

Fred  A.  Brock 
Tyler,  Texas 

‘Father  of  Arabs’  also 
descended  from  Abraham 

To  the  Editor: 

A  letter  headlined  “Mideast  and  the 
Bible”  (UMR,  Aug.  20)  stated  that  “The 
Bible  says  that  God  promised  all  the  land 
between  the  Nile  and  the  Euphrates 
Rivers  to  Abraham  and  his  descendants 
forever.” 

Was  not  Ishmael  also  a  descendant  of 
Abraham?  Is  not  Ishmael  also  known  as 
the  Father  of  the  Arab  race? 

I  refer  readers  to  the  following  verses  ' ' 
from  the  book  of  Genesis:  16:1, 10;  17:20; 
21:13, 18, 21;  25:12-18. 

Frances  Griffy  Moseley 
Universal  City,  Texas 

All  who  love  God 
are  Abraham’s  children 

To  the  Editor: 

Do  we  believe  in  the  literal  meaning  of 
Scripture,  and,  especially,  the  promise  of 
Abraham  and  his  descendants  of  the 
lands  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  Nile? 
And  what  does  such  a  belief  imply  for  the 
various  national  and  religious  claims  to 
Middle  East  real  estate? 

I  find  it  profitable  to  study  the  writings 
inspired  by  God.  And  the  simple, 
historical  sense,  the  literal  meaning  of 
the  text  is  usually  the  surest  and  most  use¬ 
ful  understanding  of  such  writings.  But 
applying  this  sense,  even  with  the  help  of 
reason  and  experience  and  the  traditions 
of  the  faithful  to  the  contenders  for  lands 
and  power  may  not  be  as  simple  or  easy 
as  recent  letters  suggest. 

Moslems,  as  well  as  Jews  and 
Christians  claim  Abraham  as  their 
patriarch.  But  Abraham  was  not  a 
Moslem,  Jew  or  Christian.  He  was  a 
wandering  Aramean  who  left  home, 
family  and  kindred  to  follow  God’s  call 
out  of  his  own  country  to  one  God  would 
show  him.  He  trusted  God  to  make  his 
name  great,  so  that  it  would  be  a 
blessing,  to  make  him  a  father  to  many, 
to  give  lands  to  his  descendants, 
Abraham  occupied  lands  from  the 
Euphrates  to  the  Nile  and  those  who  call 
themselves  his  descendants  live  there  to 
this  day. 

Abraham  lived  by  faith  in  God  and  so 
do  his  true  heirs.  They  are  the  meek  who 
shall  inherit  the  earth  (Matt.  5:5,  Ps. 
37:11),  who  look  for  a  city  with  sure 
foundations,  which  is  designed  and  built 
by  God  (Heb.  11:10).  Jesus  recognized  in 
Zacchaeus,  the  tax  collector  of  Jericho,  a 
“son  of  Abraham,”  when  Zacchaeus 
(Luke  19:1-10)  showed  his  eager 
commitment  to  make  amends  for  any 
wrong  he  had  done.  But  in  others  who 
claimed  to  be  Abraham’s  offspring  Jesus 
recognized  in  stubborn  unbelief  and 
murderous  resentment,  another  father 
(Jn.  8:31-59). 

The  children  of  Abraham,  the  friend  of 
God,  love  God  with  their  whole  hearts, 
and  their  neighbors  as  themselves.  They 
seek  to  be  a  blessing  to  all  the  families  of 
the  earth  (Gen.  12:3),  doing  what  good 
they  can  and  as  little  harm  as  they  can. 
They  are  like  their  God  who  seeks  not  the 
death  of  sinners  but  that  they  turn  from 
their  wickedness  and  live. 

Not  only  Christians,  Jews  and  Moslems 
have  inherited  blessings  from  Abraham 
but  also  Samaritans,  Baha’i  and  Druse, 
and  even,  in  some  ways,  Marxists.  God  is 
much  more  loving  than  the  sibling 
rivalry  of  the  heirs  and  would-be  heirs 
allows.  “We  believe,  Lord.  Help  our 
unbelief.” 

Abraham  Bassford 
Chicago,  Illinois 


Readers  Digest  not  a 
trustworthy  source 

To  the  Editor : 

“The  Pink  Tinge  of  Methodism”  was 
the  title  of  an  article  in  the  last  copy  of 
the  “Reader’s  Digest”  I  ever  saw  in  my 
parents’  home.  That  was  nearly  30  years  ago. 

I  was  in  junior  high.  I  was  happy,  a  few 
years  later,  to  find  that  my  high  school 
speech  teacher  didn’t  allow  the 
“Reader’s  Digest”  to  be  quoted  as  a 
source.  I  knew  why. 

Thirty  years  after  my  first 
introduction  to  slanted,  erroneous  and 
misleading  material  which  attacked  my 
religion  and  my  denomination,  here  it 
comes  again.  And  from  the  same  people. 

No,  I  haven’t  read  the  “Reader’s 
Digest”  article  on  “Karl  Marx  or  Jesus 
Christ”  (see  UMR,  Aug.  20).  Nor  have  I 
read  the  sentence  by  sentence  article  as 
put  out  by  frantic  religionists  in 
denominational  headquarters. 

I  haven’t  read  the  “Reader’s  Digest” 
in  30  years.  Why  start  now?  I  don’t  read 
their  condensed  books  and  I  won’t  read 
their  condensed  Bible.  I  wouldn’t  trust 
the  “Reader’s  Digest”  condensation  of 
anything. 

Their  business  is  to  sell  paper  with 
print  on  it  and  make  a  profit.  My 
business  is  to  transmit  the  Gospel 
faithfully.  I  do  my  best  to  carry  out  that 
business  to  which  I  am  called  by  God. 

In  our  country  we  have  a  right  to  print 
trash  if  we  want  to.  I  don’t  have  to  buy  it 
and  neither  does  anyone  else. 

Ron  Holland 
Topeka,  Kansas 

Investment  policy  of 
Pensions  Board  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

Paul  Boettcher’s  letter  in  the  Sept.  3 
issue  needs  some  clarification.  He  quotes 
a  previous  article  as  stating  that  “the 
UM  Church,  through  its  Pension  funds, 
did  not  invest  in  industries  whose 
primary  source  of  income  was  the 
designing  and/or  building  of  military 
weapons.” 

The  exact  wording  of  the  actions  taken 
by  the  General  Board  of  Pensions  at  its 
July,  1982  meeting  was:  No  further 
investments  will  be  made  in  non-voting 
securities  of  any  company  listed  among 
the  100  Companies  Receiving  the 
Largest  Dollar  Volume  of  Prime  Defense 
Contract  Awards,  if  that  company’s 
ration  of  the  dollar  amount  of 
Department  of  Defense  contracts  to 
gross  revenues  is  larger  than  5%.  This 


restriction  would  not  apply  to  common 
stocks,  as  the  Board  can  vote  proxies  and 
introduce  shareholder  resolutions  with 
respect  to  these  investments. 

All  other  points  of  Mr.  Boettcher’s 
letter  aside,  I  want  the  Pension  Board’s 
new  investment  policy,  with  respect  to 
companies  receiving  Prime  Defense 
Contract  Awards,  to  be  correctly  stated. 

Gloria  Kauls 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

F aith  is  surest  defense 

To  the  Editor : 

I  was  greatly  encouraged  to  realize  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  has  taken  the 
Social  creed  seriously  in  investment 
policy,  especially  as  it  relates  to  weapons 
production. 

If  United  Methodists  are  to  have  a 
society  in  which  to  enjoy  a  pension,  then  ; 
investment  capital  and  financial  growth  ; 
must  be  directed  away  from  weapons 
production.  Our  faith  is  the  sure  defense. 
Nuclear  detente  is  an  illusion  toward 
death.  May  God  continue  to  bless  you  and 
the  Board  of  Pensions. 

Bert  White 

Norwell,  Massachusetts 

Persecution  tends  to  aid 
rather  than  retard  growtfi 

To  the  Editor: 

Franklin  Wilder’s  “My  Witness” 
article  headlined  “United  Methodists 
should  develop  appreciation  of  their 
heritage”  (UMR,  August  27)  includes 
this  interesting  sentence:  “As  a  result, 
Methodism  grew  very  rapidly  during  this 
era  of  persecution  just  as  the  early 
Christian  movement  grew  despite 
persecution  by  the  Romans.” 

Should  it  not  have  read,  “the  early 
Christian  movement  grew  because  of 
persecution  by  the  Romans?” 

The  biblical  translators  of  1611  caught 
something  of  this  when,  after  telling  of 
Saul  making  havoc  of  the  church,  they 
reported,  “Therefore  they  that  were 
scattered  abroad  went  everywhere 
preaching  the  word.  ” 

In  numerous  places  in  the  New 
Testament  the  term  therefore  comes 
from  Greek  terms  meaning  because  of 
this. 

History  has  proven  that  the  church,  in 
the  long  haul,  has  come  out  on  the  long 
end  as  a  result  of  persecution.  So  it 
becomes  far  more  accurate  to  say  that 
the  Christian  movement  grew  because  of 
persecution  by  the  Romans. 

Paul  F.  McKinley 
Chariton,  Iowa 


ACADEMY 


LEARNING  TO  LIVE 

Many  more  children  and  youth  would  learn  if  they  had  a  home  in  which  to 
study.  They  would  learn  if  they  could  blot  out  the  pain  that  accompanies 
their  tumultous  lives. 

The  Boylan-Haven-Mather  Academy,  since  1887,  has  provided  quality 
academic  education,  nurturing  confidence  and  skills,  and  giving  a  home  to 
children  and  youth  who  have  adjustment  problems  in  school,  community  or 
family. 

Your  gift  to  the  academy  will  offer  children  and  youth 
another  chance  to  give  the  world  a  try. 
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Atrocity  by  Christians 
raises  ‘need’  to  know 
diverse  Lebanon  faiths 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON  -  The  headlines 
which  screamed  “Lebanese  Chris¬ 
tians  Massacre  Palestinians"  last 
month  caught  many  U.S.  Christians 
completely  off-guard,  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Joint  Panel  on 
International  Affairs  said  here  last 
week.  (See  editorials  on  this  same 
subject  on  Page  2). 

Americans  had  little  background  to 
help  them  assess  to  what  extent  the 
atrocity  represented  the  diverse 
Lebanese  Christian  community,  they 
lamented. 

While  members  of  one  “denomi¬ 
nation”  of  Christians  were 
slaughtering  Palestinian  refugees  last 
month,  members  of  another  “denomi¬ 
nation"  were  continuing  to  minister  to 
the  needs  of  those  Muslim  refugees,  the 
Rev.  Richard  Butler  told  the  Reporter. 

He  had  just  returned  from  a  week  in 
Lebanon  during  which  he  witnessed 
the  Israeli  incursion  into  West  Beirut 
that  was  followed  by  the  massacre. 
Mr.  Butler  i^  in  the  Mideast  section  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in 
New  York. 

The  Phalangist  Christians  being 
held  responsible  for  the  atrocity 
represent  a  minority  segment,  albeit 
an  influential  and  sizeable  one,  of  the 
Lebanese  Christian  community,  Mr. 
Butler  explained. 

Historically,  Christians  have  made 
up  a  slight  majority  of  Lebanon’s 
population. 

They  are  divided  among  seven  major 
religious  groupings.  The  nation’s  poli¬ 
tical  system  essentially  is  based  on 
those  groupings,  Mr.  Butler  said.  Each 
“denomination"  has  its  own  political 
party.  And  each  Christian  group  (as 
each  group  of  Muslims)  is  allotted  a 
certain  number  of  representatives  in 
the  nation’s  parliament. 

Reflective  of  the  deep  divisions  that 
have  nearly  destroyed  the  nation, 
most  of  the  religious  groups  also  have 


their  own  militia,  Mr.  Butler  said. 

Much  of  the  violence  by  Christians 
reported  in  the  U.§.  media  recently 
has  come  from  the  Phalangist  Party 
which  is  composed  almost  entirely  of 
Maronites,  Mr.  Butler  explained. 

The  Maronites  are  related  to  the 
Catholic  Church  of  Rome.  They  com¬ 
prise  just  over  half  of  the  Christian 
population,  Mr.  Butler  said.  The  Mar- 
onite  religion  and  culture  is  native  to 
Lebanon,  going  back  to  the  7th  cen¬ 
tury. 

Approximately  30  percent  of 
Maronites  do  not  subscribe  to  the 
Phalangist  Party,  Mr.  Butler  said. 
And  the  leadership  of  the  Maronite 
Church  “doesn’t  approve  of  all 
dealings  of  the  Phalangist  Party  and 
militia,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Butler  said  there  is  some  ques¬ 
tion  whether  those  doing  the  killing 
were  part  of  the  regular  Phalangist 
militia  or  acting  as  a  kind  of  rene¬ 
gades. 

There  are  several  other  Catholic 
groups  such  as  the  Armenian  Catholic, 
Syrian  Catholic  and  Greek  Catholic 
Churches  which  operate  under  the 
pope  in  Rome  but  a  completely  sepa¬ 
rate  hierarchy,  rites  and  politics  in 
Lebanon.  Some  of  these  are  des¬ 
cendants  of  the  church  at  Antioch  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  New  Testament,  Mr.  But¬ 
ler  said. 

Several  separate  Orthodox 
“denominations"  make  up  the  second 
largest  category  of  Christians. 

The  Protestant  denominations, 
some  two  percent  of  Christians,  are 
bound  together  by  the  Mideast  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches.  The  Council  has  its 
headquarters  in  the  Muslim  part  of 
Beirut  as  a  symbol  of  its  commitment 
to  pluralism,  it  was  noted  at  the  UM 
Joint  Panel  meeting.  Throughout  all 
the  fighting,  the  headquarters  has  re¬ 
mained  open  to  minister  to  the  Pales¬ 
tinians. 

_ _  -  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Boycott  pullout  plan  meets  resistance 


Bible  study  to  launch 
UM  television  ministry 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  satellite 
television  ministry,  to  begin  Oct.  3  with  a 
one-hour  Sunday  evening  broadcast,  is 
the  first  project  to  be  funded  with 
contributions  to  the  “United  Methodist 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry” 
campaign. 

one-ho^r  program  will  feature 
Bible  Studies  and  “journeys  in  Christian 
growth."  Using  facilities  owned  by  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
La.,  the  programs  will  be  “uplinked”  to 
the  RCA  Americom  satellite,  Satcom  III- 
R,  Transponder  18.  Cable  systems 
throughout  the  United  States  can 
“downlink”  the  programs  for  use  on 
their  systems  without  cost. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Bauman,  the  Emmy 
award  winning  pastor  of  Foundry  UMC 
in  Washington,  who  has  had  a  television 
ministry  for  25  years,  will  lead  the  Bible 
study  for  the  first  13  weeks.  Most  of  his 
studies  will  focus  on  God’s  presence  in  all 
areas  of  human  experience. 

In  January  he  will  be  followed  by  Dr. 
James  A.  Sanders,  Bible  scholar  and 
professor  at  Claremont  School  of 
Theology. 

The  second  half-hour  of  the  UMCom 
satellite  service  will  lead  off  with  "Begin 
with  Goodbye,"  a  series  of  six  films  to 
help  Americans  cope  with  personal  loss, 


separation,,  grief  and  new  beginnings. 
Stage  star  Eli  Wallach  introduces  each 
segment  and  Dr.  Doris  Jones  of  the 
Samaritan  Counseling  Center  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  will  be  a  commentator. 
The  series  will  be  followed  by  three 
“Spotlight  on  Mission”  programs 
produced  by  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  cooperation  with 
UMCom. 

Nelson  Price,  head  of  UMCom ’s  Public 
Media  Division,  said  that  by  using 
programs  already  on  videotape,  costs 
can  be  limited  to  $750  a  week.  However, 
he  said,  there  is  no  “ready-made 
network”  of  stations  that  will 
automatically  accept  the  program. 
United  Methodists  are  therefore 
encouraged  to  contact  the  program 
director  of  cable  companies  in  their  area 
to  request  that  the  station  take  the 
program  off  of  the  satellite  when  it  is 
“uplinked"  Sundays  at  7  p.m.  Eastern 
time. 

The  UMCom  executive  committee  also 
took  a  step  Sept.  18  toward  developing  a 
new  television  ministry  proposal  for  the 
1984  General  Conference.  Bishop  Paul 
Duffey  of  Louisville  will  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  head  a  special  task  force  to 
develop  the  proposal  when  the  full  com¬ 
mission  meets  later  this  fall. 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  A  special  task 
force’s  suggestion  that  United 
Methodism’s  missions  agency  withdraw 
from  the  “Nestle  boycott”  met  stiff  re¬ 
sistance  from  several  agency  leaders 
last  week. 

They  said  they  are  committed  to  taking 
their  boycott  cues  from  a  source  other 
than  the  UMC’s  Infant  Formula  Task 
Force. 

One  bishop  who  is  on  the  mission 
agency’s  board  of  directors,  however, 
said  he  is  concerned  that  the 
denomination  may  lose  credibility  if  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
continues  to  support  the  boycott  of  Nestle 
products. 

The  Infant  Formula  Task  Force  leaders 
explained  their  recently  adopted  position 
on  the  boycott  during  a  three-hour 
session  of  the  UMC’s  Joint  Panel  on 
International  Affairs.  The  Panel  includes 
some.  30  top  leaders  of  the  General 
Boards  of  Global  Ministries  and  of 
Church  and  Society.  It  has  no  decision¬ 
making  authority. 

Last  month  after  two  years  of  work, 
the  task  force  declared  that  the  boycott 
of  Nestle  Corp.  products  is  not  advisable 
at  this  time  (see  Reporter,  Sept.  17  and 
24).  The  task  force  called  on  Global 
Ministries  and  Church  and  Society  to 
reconsider  their  participation  in  the  five- 
year-old  boycott. 

Peggy  Halsey,  a  Global  Ministries 
staff  member,  pointed  out  that  the 
Women's  Division  was  involved  in  the 
issue  of  marketing  infant  formula  long 
before  the  UMC’s  task  force. 

“We  were  one  of  the  voices  that  raised 
the  issues”  of  Nestle’s  aggressive 
promotion  practices  that  allegedly  lead 
to  misuse  of  infant  formula,  she  said.  The 
Women’s  Division’s  efforts  led  to  the 
calling  of  the  boycott  in  1977,  she  said. 
The  total  missions  agency  has  pressed 
that  boycott  in  concert  with  other 
denominations  and  labor  and  consumer 
organizations.  Together,  they  form  the 
International  Nestle  Boycott  Committee. 

“We’re  all  represented  on  the 
committee,"  Ms.  Halsey  said.  “It  is 
there,  we  decide  what  to  do.” 

Currently,  the  decision  from  that 
coalition  committee  is  to  continue  the 
boycott. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Wogaman,  chairman 
of  the  UMC’s  task  force,  reacted  strongly 
to  comments  from  mission  agency  staff 
that  Gldbal  Ministries  has  a  “contract” 
with  “boycotting”  denominations  to  stick 
together  and,  therefore,  the  agency  can’t 
unilaterally  decide  to  follow  the  task 
force’s  advice. 

“We  think  you  (Global  Ministries) 
have  a  contract  with  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  too,”  he  said.  “This  task 
force  was  set  up  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  (the  only  body  that  speaks 
for  the  whole  denomination).  When  that 
happens  and  the  mandate  is  pufsued  as 
vigorously  as  we  have  done,  our  findings 
are  deserving  of  serious  reflective 
attention  by  the  agencies,  not  immediate 
dismissal!” 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief 
executive  of  Global  Ministries, 
expressed  concern  about  the  tone  of  the 
task  force’s  request  that  his  agency 
reconsider,  as  if  the  agency  hasn’t  been 
re-evaluating  its  position  as  events  have 
unfolded. 

“I  don’t  perceive,”  Dr.  Wogaman 
answered,  “that  you’ve  updated  your 
position  since  the  new  material  we  sent 
in  July.” 

Perhaps  Global  Ministries  leaders  just 
don’t  believe  Nestle  has  changed  very 
much,  Dr.  Nugent  said. 

“I  suggest  you  study  the  (task  force) 
document,”  Dr.  Wogaman  said. 

The  task  force  has  information  about 
Nestle’s  latest  marketing  changes  that 


Koreans  intent  on  new  building 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

MANSFIELD,  Ohio  —  A  fast-growing 
Korean  United  Methodist  Church  here 
hopes  in  three  years  to  have  a  church 
building  of  its  own. 

It  is  one  of  three  Korean  congregations 
in  the  East  Ohio  Annual  Conference.  All 
are  growing,  but  none  have  their  own 
buildings  yet. 

Half  of  the  new  ethnic  minority 
congregations  (21  of  41)  chartered  last 
year  throughout  United  Methodism  were 
Korean.  Many  continue  to  share  worship 
and  meeting  space  with  other  United 
Methodist  churches;  but  most  want  their 
own  space  and  building,  leaders  say. 

“In  our  culture,  we  feel  a  strong  need 
to  worship  together,”  explained  the  Rev. 
Joong  Urn  Kim  of  the  Mansfield  Korean 
church.  “We  believe  we  can  be  part  of 
the  general  church  without  relinquishing 
our  cultural  identity.  Our  cultural 
commitment  is  part  of  our  spiritual 
commitment.  The  denomination  must 
meet  us  where  we  live.” 

Leaders  of  the  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  have  agreed  to  provide 
matching  funds  to  those  raised  by  the 
Mansfield  Korean  congregation  for  a 
new  building.  Funds  will  come  from  the 
annual  conference’s  30  percent  share  of 
money  it  raises  toward  the  UMC’s 
missional  priority  to  “develop  and 
strengthen”  ethnic  minority  local 
churches. 

“The  (UMC’s)  emphasis  on  ethnic 
minority  groups  has  forced  our 
conference  leaders  to  think  more 
inclusively,”  said  Carolyn  Anderson,  a 
conference  council  on  ministries  staff 
member. 

“When  we  look  around  to  analyze  the 
needs  in  our  local  churches,  we  are  now 
attuned  to  the  fact  that  our  Korean 
congregations  need  buildings  while  our 
black  congregations  need  help  in 


Korean  United  Methodist  children  joined  with  adults  this  spring  in  presenting  a 
festival  of  song,  dance  and  art  from  the  Korean  tradition  for  the  members  of  the  East 
Ohio  Annual  Conference.  Intercultural  sharing  tightens  the  bonds  of  faith  and  identity 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church,  leaders  believe.  east omo  today  photo 


community  outreach,  and  so  on,”  Ms. 
Anderson  told  the  Reporter. 

“Also,  ethnic  minority  congregations, 
like  the  Mansfield  church,  have  become 
more  aggressive  in  identifying  what  they 
need  in  order  to  become  a  vital  part  of 
the  church.  We’ll  all  grow  if  we  work 
together.” 

The  Mansfield  Korean  congregation 
has  vowed  to  raise  $100,000  in  three  years 
toward  the  church  building.  It  has  $30,000 
in  hand.  One  of  its  fund-raising  projects 
—  a  Korean  festival  —  had  the  additional 
benefit  of  providing  cultural  interaction 
between  church  members  and  their 
community,  Mr.  Kim  said.  The  Korean 
food,  dance,  dress  and  crafts  bazaar  was 
widely  supported  by  other  United  Meth¬ 


odist  churches  in  the  Mansfield  area. 

“They  enjoyed  the  food  and  the 
performances  and  learned  a  lot  about 
Korean  culture,”  Mr.  Kim  said.  “That 
understanding  is  important.” 

As  of  1981  there  were  212  Asian  UM 
congregations.  Many,  and  particularly 
the  Korean  congregations,  are  among 
the  fastest  growing  at  a  time  when 
United  Methodism  as  a  whole  is 
experiencing  a  membership  decline. 

“We  must  bring  Asian  and  other  ethnic 
minority  churches  from  the  fringes  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  by  helping 
them  when  they  need  help,”  said  the 
Rev.  Woodie  White  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 
“That  growth  may  be  contagious." 


Some  agency  execs  criticize  task 
force  call  to  soften  stand  on  Nestle 


were  made  public  at  the  task  force’s 
September  meeting.  The  information 
came  from  two  task  force  members  who 
participate  in  a  commission  organize^  by 
Nestle  to  provide  independent 
monitoring  of  its  marketing  practices. 

Several  Joint  Panel  members 
indicated  displeasure  that  the  UMC’s 
task  force  had  seemed  to  go  off  on  its 
own,  establishing  special  relationships 
with  Nestle  and  trying  to  negotiate 
solutions  to  the  marketing  problems 
while  the  boycotting  organizations  have 
been  unable  to  win  such  an  audience. 

Dr.  Nugent  said  he  found  it  difficult  to 
understand  why  the  task  force  operated 
so  independently  instead  of  trying  to 
persuade  Nestle  to  sit  down  with  the 
boy  cotters. 

Dr.  Wogaman  said  the  task  force  has 
labored  from  its  beginning  to  bring  the 
opposing  parties  together.  He  revealed 
that  Nestle  officials  have  shown  interest 
in  such  face-to-face  encounters,  with  the 
UMC’s  task  force  playing  something  of  a 
third-party  mediating  role. 


However,  Dr.  Wogaman  said,  leaders 
of  the  boycotting  religious  groups  have 
rejected  that  offer.  Their  unwillingness 
to  allow  the  task  force  to  be  a  mediating 
presence  has  made  it  difficult  for  actual 
discussions  at  a  more  serious  level  to 
proceed,  he  said. 

“The  boycotting  groups  have  lacked 
the  kind  of  strategic  flexibility  that  is 
needed  to  seize  opportunities  while  not 
insisting  on  holding  to  exact  positions,” 
he  said. 

Doug  Johnson  of  INFACT,  a  central 
boycotting  group,  told  the  Joint  Panel 
that  Nestle  Corp.  must  negotiate  a 
settlement  directly  with  the  critics  be¬ 
cause  it  is  important  for  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Boycott  Committee  to  have  a  clear 
victory. 

With  an  obvious  victory,  “we  can  walk 
out  stronger  than  before  to  go  after  other 
companies  and  get  them  to  move 
sooner,”  he  said. 

Leah  Margulies,  another  boycott 
leader  and  staff  member  of  the  Interfaith 
Center  on  Corporate  Responsibility, 


acknowledged  that  of  more  than  30 
international  infant  formula  manufac¬ 
turers,  Nestle  now  has  the  most  respon¬ 
sible  marketing  practices.  But  the  boy¬ 
cott  still  is  necessary  to  press  Nestle  to 
adopt  the  strictest  possible  standards. 
Once  the  boycotters  in  effect  grant  ap¬ 
proval  to  Nestle’s  standards,  those 
standards  will  be  the  highest  that  other 
companies  would  agree  to,  Mr  Johnson 
told  the  Reporter. 

Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of  Iowa 
cautioned  his  colleagues  on  the  Joint 
Panel  that  the  credibility  of  a  boycott  as 
a  tool  for  the  church  is  at  stake  at  “this 
critical  point.  ” 

The  endorsement  of  the  boycott  by  30 
of  73  annual  conferences  is  a  remarkable 
display  of  grassroots  concern,  he  said 
But  if  such  an  effort  now  seems  to  have 
evoked  “compliance”  from  Nestle,  and 
church  members  perceive  "that  we  are 
not  acting  in  good  faith  —  are  being 
spoilsports  —  we  will  erode  the 
credibility”  of  boycotts  and  other  such 
church  actions,  said  the  bishop,  a  Global 
Ministries  director. 

Leaders  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  indicated  little  reaction  to  the 
task  force’s  decisions. 

The  governing  boards  of  both  agencies 
will  meet  this  month. 


China  today:  Morning  mass  in  Peking 

NEW  YORK  —  Parishioners  attend  morning  Mass  at  the  Cathedral  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  in  Peking,  China, 
recently.  (The  photograph  by  Gail  Coulson  is  one  of  125  pictures  of  contemporary  China  currently  featured  in  a  National 
Council  of  Churches'  exhibit  at  New  York’s  Interchurch  Center. )  religious  news  service  photo 


Agency  claims  whites  ‘insensitive’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHEVY  CHASE,  Md.  —  United 
Methodism’s  agency  for  monitoring 
racial  justice  within  the  denomination 
stopped  short  here  last  weekend  of 
accusing  Mississippi  UM  leaders  of 
racism  in  the  five-month  old  dispute  over 
grants  made  in  the  case  of  a  black 
former  Mississippi  mayor  who  is  pre¬ 
sently  serving  a  three-year  prison  sen¬ 
tence  (see  Reporter,  Sept.  24). 

However,  white  UM  leaders  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  showed  “racial  insensitivity”  in 
failing  to  consult  with  local  black  UM 
leaders  in  a  case  of  such  obvious  im¬ 
portance  to  black  persons,  summed  up 
the  Rev.  Woodie  White  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race. 

He  told  the  Reporter  the  commission 
hopes  that  the  concerns  raised  will 
“prompt  more  racial  sensitivity,  aware¬ 
ness  and  interaction  in  Mississippi  as  the 
controversy  continues  to  affect  UMs  of 
both  races  in  the  North  Mississippi  An¬ 
nual  Conference.” 

The  17-page  report  prepared  by  a  four- 
member  commission  task  force  and  read 
in  full  to  general  commission  members 
here  last  Saturday  was  unanimously 
adopted.  As  adopted,  the  report: 

•  Admits  that  the  commission  has  “no 
authority”  to  hold  United  Methodism’s 
national  missions  agency  accountable 
for  alleged  failure  to  implement  Par.  817 
of  “The  Book  of  Discipline”  in  providing 
funds  to  a  national  campaign  to  free 
Eddie  Carthan,  the  black  former  mayor 
of  Tchula,  Miss.; 

•  Points  out  instances  of  racism  and/or 
racial  injustice  which  colored  the 
reaction  of  individual  white  United 
Methodists  within  the  North  Mississippi 
Annual  Conference.  However,  the  report 
praised  both  black  and  white  church 
leaders  for  their  efforts  to  minimize  the 
negative  role  of  race  in  the  dispute ; 

•  Praises  both  Jackson  Area  Bishop  C. 
P.  Minnick  and  the  Rev.  Randy  Nugent, 
general  secretary  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  ministries,  for 
exemplary  leadership  throughout  the 
dispute,  and; 

•  Points  out  that  the  differing  reports 
made  by  Mississippi  UM  leaders  and  by 
the  black  staff  member  of  the  National 
Division  had  caused  some  racial  conse¬ 
quences,  but  “if  the  races  of  all  the  indi¬ 
viduals  involved  were  the  same,  the  issue 
of  race  would  not  be  a  point  of  considera¬ 
tion.” 

The  investigation  was  made  in 
response  to  two  requests.  First,  the 
North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference 
asked  the  commission  to  investigate 
whether  the  National  Division  had  vio¬ 
lated  United  Methodist  law  when  it 
allegedly  failed  to  consult  with  the  area 
bishop  and  the  conference  council  on 
ministries  before  providing  funds  to  the 
national  campaign  to  free  Eddie  Carthan 
—  who  recently  lost  an  appeal  in  the 
Mississippi  Supreme  Court. 

An  identical  request  was  made  by  the 


southern  annual  conference  in 
Mississippi. 

The  general  commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  was  one' of  three  general 
agencies  asked  to  investigate  whether 
the  National  Division  had  violated 
church  law  by  supplying  more  than 
$12,000  to  the  Carthan  campaign. 
However,  the  commission  asserted  that 
it  had  no  authority  to  monitor  the 
National  Division’s  disbursement  of 
funds. 

The  second  request  for  an  investigation 
came  to  the  commission  from  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference.  New  York  UMs 
called  for  an  investigation  of  the  possible 
role  of  racism  in  the  actions  and  requests 
made  by  the  Mississippi  conferences. 

The  commission’s  report  provides 
extensive  information  on  instances 
where  racial  factors  may  have  affected 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  North  Mis¬ 
sissippi  conference. 

The  commission  members  observed 
that  while  the  dispute  in  Holmes  County 
( Miss. )  involves  black  people,  a  black  or¬ 
ganization  and  a  black  political  figure, 
the  “initial  and  primary  protagonists 
(within  the  conference)  appear  to  be 


local,  white  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions.” 

The  commission  report  suggests  that 
conference  officials  “could  have  and 
should  have”  consulted  with  black 
United  Methodists  before  formulating 
opinions  and  resolutions  about  the  issue. 

The  report  denounced  the  notion  that 
divided  opinion  in  the  black  community 
was  proof  that  the  Carthan  case  was 
invalid.  "We  believe  it  is  racist  to 
demand  or  expect  that  the  black 
community  be  of  one  mind  on  an  issue 
before  the  church  can  act  or  respond  to  a 
critical  issue,'  ’  the  report  said . 

The  commission  report  says  that  the 
threat  by  several  UM  congregations  to 
withhold  annual  conference  and  general  - 
benevolence  funds  could  have  a  “chilling  ; 
effect”  on  racial  minorities  in  Mississip-  ■ 
pi. 

“Too  many  black  United  Methodists,  ' 
clergy  and  laity,  have  spoken  words  to 
our  team  privately  that  they  would  not  * 
say  publicly  for  fear  of  economic 
reprisals”  from  persons  holding 
economic  power  in  the  community,  the 
report  says. 

M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
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Veteran  crisis  ‘broker’  still  fighting 

Cancer  slows  ‘justice  minister'  John  Adams  back  in  parish 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WAYNE,  Ind.  —  For  14  years, 
the  Rev.  John  P.  Adams  had  a  unique 
ministry  amid  conflict  and  violence. 

As  the  staff  member  responsible  for 
“Law,  Justice  and  Community 
Relations"  with  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  he 
represented  —  virtually  WAS  —  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and,  several  times, 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  in  crisis 
situations  throughout  the  turbulent  late 
1960s  and  entire  1970s. 

His  "parishioners"  included  families 
of  students  killed  or  wounded  at  Kent 
State  University  in  1970;  American 
Indians  and  federal  officials  during  the 
71-day  siege  of  Wounded  Knee  in  1973, 
and  American  hostages  in  Iran  in  1980. 

He  marched  with  Father  James 
Groppi  during  civil  rights  disturbances 
in  Milwaukee  in  1967;  directed  the 
National  Council’s  liaison  office  for  the 
Poor  Peoples’  Campaign  in  1968;  got 
arrested  (later  dropped)  as  a 
demonstrator  during  the  Poor  Peoples' 
1968  march  on  Washington,  helped 
cause  liis  own  board  to  be  sued  for  $3 
million  in  a  libel  accusation  (later 
thrown  out  of  court)  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  Kent  State  shootings;  organized  an 
Observers’  corps  at  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  national  conventions  in  1972 
to  help  avert  the  Chicago-style  violence 
Of  1968;  borrowed  a  typewriter  to  draft 
the  peace  settlement  between  the  U.S. 
Justice  Department  and  the  American 
Indian  Movement  at  Wounded  Knee  in 
1973,  and  delivered  mail  to  hostages  in 
Iran,  then  resigned  temporarily  from  the 
board  in  1980  when  he  felt  that  he  was  no 
longer  supported  in  his  ministry. 

Mention  any  of  these  and  many  other 
seething  situations  from  that  era  and 
John  Adams’  name  is  almost  certain  to 
be  linked  with  it.  His  mediating  role  in 
social  conflict  continued  until  he  left  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  Jan.  1, 1981, 
as  one  of  several  persons  terminated  in  a 
trimming-down  of  staff. 

Mr.  Adams  returned  to  the  parish 
ministry,  accepting  appointment  to 
Wallen  United  Methodist  Church  on  the 
north  edges  of  this  industrial  town,  only 
40  miles  from  where  he  was  born.  And,  he 
admits,  he  almost  had  to  be  re-born  into 
the  local  church  pastor’s  role  after  so 
many  years  away  from  it. 

I  was  a  bomber  pilot 
and  was  shot  down 
Sept.  12, 1944... 

At  age  21,  that 

made  a  real 
impression  on  me... 

But  the  John  Adams  who  greets 
visitors  at  the  parsonage  door  today  is 
the  same  gracious,  soft-spoken  minister 
Who  literally  came  under  fire  and  verbal 
attack  many  times.  He  has  not,  however, 
escaped  violence  even  as  he  ministers  to 
his  parish  of  some  500  members.  For 
John  Adams  has  cancer  of  unknown 
severity  but  clearly  serious  enough  to 
have  sapped  the  strength  and  stamina  of 
the  man  who  worked  20  to  22  hours  a  day 
for  a  week  in  at  least  one  crisis  situation. 

A  newly-laid  brick  walk  leads  from  the 
driveway  of  the  handsome,  two-story 
parsonage  around  the  side  to  patio  doors 
opening  into  the  study,  which  Wallen 


church  officials  converted  from  a  family 
room  as  one  of  several  concessions  to  his 
illness. 

The  only  concession  which  John 
Adams  requests  as  the  interview  begins 
is  that  he  be  allowed  to  sit  in  a  high,  wing- 
backed  upholstered  chair  “because  it 
supports  my  back  better."  His  is  cancer 
of  the  prostate,  and  the  severest  pains 
during  his  months  of  illness  have 
focused  on  the  lower  back. 

Because  Mr.  Adams  detailed  much  of 
his  ministry  of  peace  making  in  his  1976 
autobiography,  "At  the  Heart  of  the 
Whirlwind,"  published  by  Harper  &  Row, 
it  isn’t  necessary  to  ask  for  a  lot  of  facts 


on  specific  cases  of  conflict  and 
confrontation.  Rather  he  is  asked  to 
reflect  on  how  he  entered  this  unique 
ministry  and  what  sustained  him  through 
those  years  as  virtually  a  one-person 
operation. 

“I  had  an  indelible  experience  during 
World  War  II,”  he  begins  as  if  repeating 
an  oft-told  tale.  "I  was  a  bomber  pilot 
and  was  shot  down  Sept.  12,  1944.  I  was 
in  a  German  prison  camp  8Vfe  months.  At 
age  21,  that  made  a  real  impression  on 
me,  being  literally  hungry,  and  cold  and 
under  constant  threat.  We  were  not 
tortured  but  we  were  under  rigid  control. 
We  would  run  outside  and  cheer  the 
American  bombers  as  they  flew  over  on 
their  missions  into  Germany,  and  four 
men  were  shot  to  death  because  they 
didn’t  get  back  inside  soon  enough. 

“A  chaplain  from  the  Church  of 
England  was  in  that  camp.  He  could  have 
been  released,  but  he  chose  to  stay  with 
the  troops.  Some  25  of  us  out  of  the  10,000 
or  so  in  the  camp  —  all  of  whom  had 
crashed  or  parachuted  —  began  meeting 
with  him.  I  decided  then  to  go  into  the 
ministry. 

"As  soon  as  I  was  liberated  and  could 
get  to  a  telegraph  office,  I  wired  Jane 
(the  former  Jane  Dunnuck,  his  high 
school  sweetheart  and  mother  of  their  six 
children)  that  we  were  going  into  the 
ministry.  We  started  college  together 
that  fall  (1945)  at  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University.” 

Mr.  Adams  credits  his  experiences 
both  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  and  particularly 


at  the  Yale  Divinity  School  with  “opening 
up  to  this  sheltered  midwesterner”  the 
powerful  social  element  of  the  Christian 
gospel.  Richard  Niebuhr,  Liston  Pope 
and  Halford  Luccock  are  names  he  cites 
quickly  as  especially  formative  in¬ 
structors. 

"I  had  a  little  parish  in  New  Haven 
where  I  did  my  field  work  at  Yale,  and 
that  congregation  really  nurtured  me 
into  the  ministry,"  he  recalls. 

Upon  his  graduation,  pastorates  back 
in  Indiana,  where  his  father  was  also  a 
minister,  started  Mr.  Adams  on  a  fairly 
typical  course.  That  changed  abruptly 
when,  as  president  of  the  Lake  County 
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Council  of  Churches,  he  was  called  with 
other  local  and  state  council  officials  to 
march  with  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  from  Selma,  Ala.,  to  Montgomery  on 
behalf  of  civil  rights  for  black  Americans 
in  1963. 

“I  went  fast  and  I  didn’t  have  time  to 
prepare  my  people  for  it,"  he  recalls. 
“But  Bishop  (Richard)  Raines  knew 
about  it,  and  he  held  steady  with  me. 
Many  of  my  parishioners  reacted 
strongly  to  my  involvement,  and  we  lost 
a  lot  of  key  people." 

Mr.  Adams’  participation  in  Selma  and 
his  other  social  action  work  ^n  Indiana 
caught  the  attention  of  the  Rev.  Grover 
Bagby,  head  of  the  Church  and  Society 
board’s  human  relations  division.  He 
was  asked  to  join  the  staff  to  replace  the 
distinguished  black  leader,  the  Rev.  W. 
Aster  Kirk. 

As  he  writes  in  his  autobiography, 
“The  change  required  a  considerable 
shift  in  the  concept  of  the  ministry,  but  it 
was  a  ministry  that  was  as  fully  centered 
in  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  one 
which  I  endeavored  to  perform  as  a 
pastor.  The  implications  of  the  gospel 
remain  the  same  whether  within  the 
interactions  of  a  local  church  or  in  the 
dynamics  of  the  wider  society.” 


I  never  liked  the  term 
(troubleshooter) 
because  it  sounded 
like  I  could  come  in 
with  a  quick-fix. 


He  is  asked  about  his  former  style  of 
operating,  which  came  under  some 
criticism  at  the  time. 

“Three  weeks  after  I  joined  the  board 
in  June  1967,  the  riots  started.  It  was  a 
very  difficult  time.  I  was  sent  to  a  couple 
of  places,  and  I  came  back  and  wrote  a 
manual  on  how  the  church  could  respond 
in  a  crisis.  I  was  in  charge  of  very 
politically-charged  work  with  various 
movements  and  with  government  at  all 
levels.  But  I  was  almost  always  called 
into  a  local  situation,  and  I  always 
checked  with  Grover  (Bagby)  before  I 
went.  He  kept  in  touch  with  Dudley  (the 
Rev.  Dudley  Ward,  general  secretary) 
and  with  the  division  chairperson.  He 
was  a  great  facilitator  for  me.” 

Mr.  Adams’  book  supports  his 
recollection  that  he  was  almost  always 
invited  into  crisis  situations.  Of  his 
involvement  in  the  1967  elections  in  Gary, 
Ind.,  where  blacks  were  afraid  they 
would  be  robbed  of  their  rights,  he  wrote, 
“I  was  asked  to  come  to  the  city  .  .  .’’Of 
his  role  in  responding  to  the  "Black 
Manifesto"  of  1969  which  included 
“occupation”  of  National  Council  and 
United  Methodist  offices  in  New  York,  he 
wrote,  “I  was  invited  to  New  York  as 
part  of  a  crisis  team  ...”  And  so  it  goes 
throughout  the  incidents  in  his  ministry. 

What,  he  was  asked,  does  he  think  of 
the  term  “troubleshooter"  which  was 
often  used  to  describe  his  work?  “I  never 
liked  it  because  it  sounded  like  I  could 
come  in  with  a  quick-fix,"  he  replied.  His 
preferred  term,  he  said,  one  he  used 
many  times  at  the  height  of  his 
remarkable  ministry,  was  “brokering." 

“I  became  convinced,"  he  wrote,  “that 
in  our  society  the  church  does  not  need  to 
be  a  protest  movement  in  and  of  itself. 
Those  who  suffer  .  .  .  can  and  will  speak 
for  themselves.  We  must  not  take  away 
their  initiative  but,  in  acceptable  forums, 
support  those  who  present  their 
grievances  to  a  society  which  can  so 
easily  ignore  them  .  .  .  Nearly  as 


important  as  identifying  with  those 
against  whom  society  discriminates,  I 
learned,  is  establishing  and  maintaining 
contact  with  those  in  official  positions  in 
governmental  agencies  which  have  the 
responsibility  for  relating  to  protest 
groups."  Honors  that  he  received  both 
from  “movements”  and  from 
government  agencies  testify  that  John 
Adams  carried  out  his  concept  of  the 
double-ministry  role  of  reconciliation. 

How  important,  he  was  asked,  was  it 
for  you  to  work  within  the  United  Metho¬ 
dist  heritage  with  its  social  creed  and  its 
tradition  of  supporting  human  rights? 

“Indispensable,”  he  responded 
immediately.  “Absolutely  indispensable. 
And  our  system  was  responsive.  There 
was  always  support  for  our  work  (he 
frequently  uses  the  first  person  plural 
'our"  or  “we”),  sometimes  from 
strange  places.  I  was  never  without  the 
support  of  my  bishop  or  my  board.  And 
being  on  the  staff  of  the  general  board,  I 
could  especially  appreciate  the  role  of 
the  episcopacy.  It  is  a  very  necessary 
part  of  our  ministry.  Our  bishops  have 
given  great  leadership  in  this  country 
and  elsewhere,  particularly  in  Iran  .  .  . 
more  than  any  other  church.” 

But  Mr.  Adams  moves  easily  from  that 
singular  commendation  of  the  United 
Methodist  system  to  an  affirmation  of 
the  church  in  general.  “I  remember  how 
amazed  the  families  of  the  Kent  State 
victims  were  that  the  church  could  help 
them  pick  themselves  up  and  live 
through  their  problems.  The  resources 
were  nearly  always  there,  and  there  was 
always  a  switchboard  function  to  be 
done.  All  I  was  doing  was  crossing  wires, 
discovering  the  network  of  support  and 
putting  people  in  touch  with  each  other. 
They  trusted  the  church,  so  people  would 
give  me  more  and  more  connections. 


I  was  crossing  wires, 
discovering  the 
network  of  support 
and  putting  people  in 
touch  with  each  other. 


“My  phone  bills  were  immense, 
sometimes  in  the  thousands  of  dollars 
per  month.  But  that  was  the  way  we  kept 
the  networks  going.” 

Who  in  the  church,  specifically  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  is  “keeping 
the  networks  going”  now  that  he  is  back 
in  the  pastorate?  Mr.  Adams  replied, 
“There  is  a  start  toward  the  United 
Methodist  Conciliation  Service.  It  is  a 
small  task  force,  and  it  is  awfully  slow. 
But  they  have  a  different  role.  We  never 
packaged  our  work  neatly.  Jim  Laue 
(Dr.  James  Laue,  a  University  of 
Missouri  sociologist  and  specialist  in 
conflict  resolution)  has  done  it  both 
ways.  I  wish  he  were  on  the  task  force.” 
(Dr.  Laue  was  formerly  on  the  Church 
and  Society  board). 

But  John  Adams  speaks  of  his  former 
ministry  only  when  asked  to.  His 
energies  now  center  on  his  parish  and, 
necessarily,  on  his  own  health. 

“I  have  to  say  it  was  anxiety -creating” 
he  says  with  a  chuckle,  referring  to  his 
surgery  last  May  and  the  resultant 
formation  of  “immense”  blood  clots. 
“But  my  urologist  says  I  have  had  a 
remarkable  kind  of  recovery,  even  if  it  is 
only  temporary.” 

“I  have  thought  a  lot  about  my  former 
ministry.  I  see  now  that  I  was  absolutely 
driven,  and  it  is  an  amazing  thing  to 
’watch’  myself  in  retrospect.  Mine  was  a 
pretty  hot  environment,  and  I  worked 
pretty  hot.  People  would  tell  me,  ‘You 
are  needed,’  and  I  would  go,  no  matter 
what  the  cost.  But  I  know  that  is  not  a 
ministry  I  can  perform  from  where  I  sit 
here. 

“The  Lord  has  given  me  a  smaller 
world  in  which  to  minister.  And  in  the 
midst  of  pain,  one’s  beliefs  can  get  pretty 
simple.  It  is  interesting  what  part  of 
one’s  faith  becomes  emphatic  in  a  pain 
situation.  And  maybe  my  illness  is  a  part 
of  my  preparation  to  minister  in  the 
parish.  A  woman  in  our  congregation 
died  recently  of  cancer,  and  it  was  a 
beautiful  experience  for  me  to  minister 
to  her  and  her  family  with  some  better 
sense  of  what  she  was  going  through. 

“My  disease  got  a  run  on  me.  For  the 
first  time  in  my  life  I  am  dealing  with 
something  I  can’t  control.  And  I  can  feel 
the  pain  continue  to  spread.  Just  today  I 
feel  some  pain  in  my  head.  I  don’t  know 
what  that  means ...” 

In  the  13th  and  final  chapter  of  his  1976 
book,  Mr.  Adams  wrote,  “It  is  time  to 
stop  and  reflect .  .  . 

“We  may  become  tired,  but  there's  one 
thing  we  can  always  assume.  God  is 
present  where  there  is  human  need,  and 
the  spirit  of  God  is  especially  active 
where  the  issues  of  justice  and  freedom 
are  at  stake.  This  little  credo,  so  simple 
on  the  surface,  has  a  profound  dimension 
to  it.  It  means  that  God  enters  the 
unlikely  places,  calls  improbable 
persons,  assembles  unpromising 
resources,  and  then  works  the  will  of  His 
spirit.” 

John  Adams  may  be  one  of  those 
“improbable  persons."  He  certainly  has 
ministered  in  “unlikely  places”  like  jail 
cells  and  tent  cities  and  command  posts. 
Now  this  quiet  man,  no  longer  “at  the 
heart  of  the  whirlwind,"  lives  out  his  life 
and  ministry  in  a  quiet,  understanding 
place.  To  talk  to  him  and  see  him  is  to 
know  that  he  has  found  peace  within 
himself  much  like  that  which  he  helped 
bitter  opponents  find  with  one  another 
through  a  unique  era  in  American  history 
when  political  dissent  and  religious 
conciliation  intersected. 
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unique  bilingual,  church-related  school  Salary 
negotiable.  Dr.  Ruben  Salcido,  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  TX  79940,  (915)  533-8286. 

DIRECTOR.  YOUTH  land  family’’)  Services  Large, 
downtown  United  Methodist  Church  seeks 
enthusiastic,  understanding  person  to  initiate  and 
guide  program  Position  presently  focuses  on  junior- 
senior  high  program.  Precise  position  description 
negotiable.  May  be  expanded  to  include 
family/children  ministries,  counseling.  Salary 
$13,000-116.000.  depending  on  qualifications  and  final 
job  description.  Contact  Dr.  Melvin  Risinger,  Senior 
Pastor,  Christ  Church  United  Methodist.  Quarrier 
and  Morris  Sts.,  Charleston,  West  Virginia  25301. 
(304  )  342-0192 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 
Ministries,  current  active  youth  program,  multiple 
staff,  located  near  Orlando  and  Disney  World, 
excellent  opportunity  for  growth,  salary  negotiable, 
send  resume  to  Robert  H.  Fox,  P.O.  Box  669,  Kissi¬ 
mmee,  FL  32741. 

DIRECTOR-COUNSELOR  TO  NEWLY  established 
Christian  Counseling  Center.  Membership  in  AAPC 
and  advanced  degree  preferred.  Available  Jan.  '83. 
Send  inquiries  and  current  resumes  to  Dr  John  A. 
Hildreth.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  9625  N. 
Military  Trail.  Palm  Beach  Gardens.  FL  33410. 

THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas.  1-600-255-9612;  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103;  or 
write  6467  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio.  TX  78240 

POSITION:  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  243  S.  Broadway.  Redondo  Beach, 

CA  90277.  (213  )  372-8445  Please  send  resume 

CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the 
Pastor.  Membership  and  Financial  Secretaries,  and 
Church  Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and 
Osborne  hardware.  $1  00  for  specifications:  Exodus 
Computing.  1326A  7th  Avenue,  Honolulu,  HI  96816- 
2646. 

HAVING  PROBLEMS  WITH  INFORMATION 
Management9  Our  computer  program  provides 
unlimited  sorting  and  random  access  without  disc  in 
less  than  500  BYTES  of  standard  basic.  Makes 
mailing  committee  assignments,  Sunday  school 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  07  CHRISTIAN  Education 
and  Associate  Program  Coordinator  Lay  or 
ordained,  male  or  female,  with  seminary  training.  5 
years  full-time  experience  preferred  to  serve  in  a 
dynamic  church  on  Florida’s  beautiful  West  Coast. 
Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to  Rev 
Mullen,  Allendale  United  Methodist  Church,  3803 
Haines  Road.  St  Petersburg.  FL  33703.  Telephone 
(813)  527-6694 

records,  etc.,  a  snap.  Sold  to  churches  only  Finance 
control  package  included.  Both  for  $10.00.  Wrile  for 
information.  Bill  Massey.  P.O.  Box  171222.  Memphis. 

TN  38117 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
in  1. 000-member  growing  church.  Send  resume:  Dr. 
Edward  Lilly,  Larchmont  UM  Church,  1101 
Jamestown  Crescent.  Norfolk,  VA  23508. 

FOR  SALE :  BELLS.  Carillons,  Chimes.  Hand  Bells. 
Towers.  Contact  J  Berrien  Mirter,  2817  Brookdale 
Avenue,  Louisville,  KY  40220.  (502  )  459-3223. 

THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  of  The  Children  s 
Home  announces  the  formation  of  a  search 
committee  to  seek  a  successor  to  Superintendent  Dr 
William  R.  Edwards,  who  is  retiring  next  spring. 
Accepting  applications  through  October  31,  1962  c/o 
The  Search  Committee,  The  Children's  Home. 
Box  993,  Winston-Salem,  NC  27102 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  uf  the  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive.  NY.  NY 
10115. 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 
TRIP  with  Dr  Charles-L.  Allen,  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  901  Clay  St..  Houston.  Texas  77002. 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  -God  Loves  You 

or  'Jesus  Christ  is  Lord  "  100.  $20.00  Poems,  "Cross 
in  My  Pocket."  2<  Plus  postage  Crosses-2.  1313 
Falls  Church  Rd..  Raleigh.  North  Carolina  27609 

WOULD  YOU  LIKE  to  launch  a  successful  singles 
ministry9  Write  or  call  for  a  free  brochure  Singles 
Ministry  Resources,  P.O.  Box  443.  Willoughby.  OH 
44094.  (216)  953-0083 

FREE:  FAMILY  MINISTRY  RESOURCES  For: 
Parents,  ministers,  teachers,  and  Ed  directors. 
Write:  Family  Education  Enterprises,  2320  E. 
Lincoln  Drive  Phoenix.  AZ  85016 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR/Director  of  Christian 
Education,  growing  1,400-member  congregation, 
multiple  staff,  located  near  Orlando  and  Disney 
World,  salary  range  $17,000-20.000  Send  resume  to 
Robert  H  Fox  P  O  Box  669.  Kissimmee.  FL  32741 

WORLD'S  FAIR  ACCOMMODATIONS:  New 
guesthouse  with  swimming  pool,  completely 
furnished,  accommodates  8  people.  8  miles  from 
Fair.  $45 a  night.  For  reservations  call  (615  )  693-2172 

WANTED  FULLTIME  Director  of  Music  Dynamic 
Evangelical  Church  seeks  person  with  extensive 
choral  experience  Must  have  appreciation  and 
knowledge  in  all  types  of  choral  literature  60- voice 
adult  choir,  50- voice  youth  choir  and  10  other  choirs. 
Work  with  enthusiastic  organist,  also  full  time  3.600- 
member  church  Contact  Dr.  Ray  Owen.  Senior 
Minister.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1136  Bartlesville.  OK  74005.  or  Kevin  Calloway, 
Organist/Associate  Director  cf  Music  at  same 
address. 

BUYING  COINS,  can  collection  accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78403. 

PEW  CUSHIONS  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.  O.  Box  587.  Keene.  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203 

walleh  umc 
8^05  Lima  Rd 

JP  ADAMS,  pastor 


The  Rev.  John  P.  Adams,  collecting  his  mail  at  the  box  outside  his  Wallen,  Indiana 
parsonage  reflected  during  an  interview  last  week  on  what  propelled  him  into  a 
unique  ministry  of  reconciliation  on  behalf  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
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UMC  plans  growth  goals 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  task  force  on  New  Church 
Development  is  planning  a  strategy 
for  growth  during  the  next 
quadrennium  that  calls  for  a  specific 
number  of  new  churches  each  year 
and  sets  definite  goals  for 
revitalization  in  each  district  each 
year. 

C.  Leonard  Miller,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  who  works  with 
the  task  force,  says  the  group  also  is 
studying  current  annual  conference 
and  National  Division  funding  for 
church  development  to  determine 
what  additional  money  will  be  needed 
to  underwrite  the  four-year  strategy. 

Dr.  Miller  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  after  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  task  force  here  that  while  the 
growth  goals  will  be  spelled  out,  the 
plan  will  be  “flexible,  open  and 
creative”  enough  to  accommodate  the 
pattern  for  development  that  works 
best  in  a  given  situation. 

This  means  that  a  church  could 
develop  from  an  outpost  Sunday 
school,  spring  up  around  a  community 


worker,  or  be  the  result  of  more 
traditional  procedures  involving  fund¬ 
raising,  site  acquisition  and  building 
construction,  he  explained. 

The  strategy  being  developed  by  the 
task  force  is  based  on  a  series  of 
“assumptions”  formulated  this  past 
spring,  and  a  body  of  research 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  Warren 
Hartman,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff  member. 

The  most  significant  of  the 
“assumptions,”  Dr.  Miller  says,  is 
that  the  annual  conference  is  the 
center  of  the  initiatives  and  the  prime 
mover  in  any  successful  effort  in 
church  development.  The  momentum 
is,  in  fact,  already  there  with  50  of  the 
church’s  73  annual  conferences 
presently  involved  in  efforts  to  form 
new  churches. 

The  21-member  task  force  was 
authorized  by  the  1980  General 
Conference.  Its  recommendations  will 
be  received  by  GCOM  in  October  and 
ultimately  reported  to  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

Dr.  Miller  points  out  that  church 
revitalization  is  a  second  thrust  of  the 
work  of  the  task  force. 


Diaconal  ministry  left 
virtually  unchanged 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  -  United  Methodism’s 
1,000  or  so  diaconal  ministers  —  no  one 
knows  for  sure  how  many  there  are  — 
can  expect  their  status  to  remain 
unchanged  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

The  committee  studying  the  United 
Methodist  ministry,  with  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  a  possible  permanent  diaco- 
nate,  received  so  many  negative  re¬ 
sponses  to  a  model  it  had  proposed  for 
major  revision  of  the  diaconal  ministry 
that  it  shelved  those  plans. 


The  church’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  with  both  or¬ 
dained  ministry  and  diaconal  ministry 
built  into  its  structure,  presented  its  own 
recommendations  to  the  1980  General 
Conference.  Those  were  subsequently 
adopted,  calling  for  diaconal  ministers  to 
be  consecrated  but  not  hold  membership 
in  annual  conferences. 

As  recently  as  last  March,  the  vote  was 
6-5  within  the  study  committee  not  to 
allow  diaconal  ministers  to  vote  as  or¬ 
dained  clergy  in  annual  conferences. 


Diaconate  to  stand  pat 

Rather  than  make  basic  changes,  the 
19-member  committee  reaffirmed  diaco¬ 
nal  ministry  pretty  much  as  it  stands. 
Thus  diaconal  ministers  remain  as  con¬ 
secrated  lay  workers  (as  opposed  to 
ordained  clergy).  They  have  no  status  in 
an  annual  conference  and  are  not  subject 
to  appointment  by  bishops  or  to  itinerate 
(move  from  place  to  place)  under  such 
appointments. 

The  chief  staff  executive  for  diaconal 
ministers  stopped  short  of  criticizing  the 
study  committee’s  pull-back.  “The 
fundamental  issue  in  this  study,”  said 
Rosalie  Bentzinger  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
“is  the  recognition  of  the  work  and 
ministry  of  diaconal  ministers.  And  the 
committee  has  continued  to  give  that  af¬ 
firmation.” 

Tensions  between  ordained  ministers 
and  non-ordained  diaconal  ministers 
have  dogged  the  study  committee  from 
the  beginning.  Issues  of  particular 
dispute  were  conference  membership 
and  itineration. 

The  tensions  and  opposition  increased 
after  the  study  committee  last  March 
adopted  a  model  which  proposed  to 
ordain  diaconal  ministers,  seat  them  as 
lay  members  of  annual  conference,  but 
not  to  require  them  to  itinerate. 

Tensions  arise  over  proposal 

This  model  was  circulated  to  selected 
groups  and  persons  across  the  church 
with  requests  for  responses.  Nearly  300 
pages  of  responses  flooded  in. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  executive  com¬ 
mittee  sent  its  response  that  “an 
ordained  order  which  does  not  itinerate 
will  create  serious  administrative 
problems.”  The  bishops  also  questioned 
“ordaining  laity.” 

Tensions  and  counter-proposals  are  not 
new  to  this  subject.  A  committee  which 
studied  the  diaconal  ministry  during 
1977-80  Unsuccessfully  proposed  to  the 
1980  General  Conference  that  there  be 
two  separate  but  co-equal  ordinations: 
One  as  elder  and  one  as  diaconal 
minister.  Diaconal  ministers  would  have 
been  non-itinerant  ministerial  members 
of  an  annual  conference. 
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NANCY  DESIGNS  Bloomlngt'oir  MN  55437 

Jacksonville.  Illinois 


Announcing  .  .  . 

A  new  Scholarship  Competition 
in  Church  Careers. 

For  college-bound  students  interested  in 
one  or  more  of  the  following  areas: 

•Ordained  Ministry  •Counseling 
•Christian  Education  »Music  in  the 
Church  •Missionary  Sen/ice 
•Ministry  to  the  Hearing  Impaired 
•Church  Social  Work 

Application  Deadline  Oct.  15 

1  full-tuition  scholarship  (worth 
$16,800  over  four  years)  and  2 
half-tuition  scholarships  (each 
worth  $8,400)  will  be  awarded. 

For  information,  contact: 

Church  Careers  Program 
MacMurray  College 
Jacksonville,  IL  62650 
(217)  245-6151,  ext.  248 

"A  United  Methodist  College" 


Issues  still  remain 

The  study  committee  chaired  by  the 
Rev.  Dale  Dunlap,  dean  and  professor  at 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  did  recognize  that  issues  of 
equity  and  justice  remain  to  be  discussed 
and  decided  regarding  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters. 

Exactly  what  those  issues  of  equity  and 
justice  are  has  been  left  to  the  board’s 
Division  of  Diaconal  Ministry.  Ms. 
Bentzinger  told  the  Reporter  that  this 
will  be  on  the  division’s  agenda  during  its 
annual  meeting  in  mid-October.  She  said 
that  division  staff  members  will  talk 
meanwhile  with  diaconal  ministers 
across  the  church  to  see  what  they  think 
are  issues  of  equity  and  justice  affecting 
them. 

Ms.  Bentzinger  said  she  understands 
that  the  timeline  given  to  this  study  by 
the  1980  General  Conference  calls  for 
continuing  study  of  the  diaconal  ministry 
and  for  distribution  throughout  the 
churches  of  a  model  for  response.  Her 
board,  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
will  perfect  whatever  legislation  is 
presented  to  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference.  -JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


‘Upper  Room’  citation 
given  to  Estonian 

TALLINN,  Estonia,  USSR  (UMNS)  - 
For  the  first  time  since  The  Upper  Room 
Citation  program  began  in  1949,  the 
award  has  been  given  to  a  person  from 
an  Eastern  Bloc  country. 

During  a  banquet  here  Sept.  13  at 
Tallinn’s  Viru  Hotel,  Upper  Room 
representatives  from  Nashville, 
awarded  the  37th  Citation  to  Alexander 
Kumm,  82,  superintendent  emeritus  and 
patriarch  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Estonia,  a  northwestern  republic  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

The  first  Citation  was  given  to  the  late 
John  R.  Mott,  a  leader  in  world  missions 


GLORIETR 

6ki  Bible  Conference 

Anytime  December  1 5.  1982  through 
April  10.  1980  (except  Dec.  24  8  25) 


.  $134.20  per  person 
\(  higher  Dec.  26 — Jon.  1 ) 

\  Includes  4  nights'  lodging  or  four 
I  per  room.  6  meals,  Bible 
|  conference,  3  full  days  skiing  or 
Sonra  Fe  Ski  Dosin,  lifr  rickers. 
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^  insrructions  if 
I  desired! 
i  Also  o  Goss 
jCounrry  ski 
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'  or  information  on  pockoges, 

/ conrocr  Gloriero  Baptist  Conference 
Center.  Box  8.  Gloriero.  NM.  87535 
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Regency  Gowns 

$18,95  up 


EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fa¬ 
bric  Swatches  on  Request 

URGENCY 

P.O.  Box  10557-T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207  ^ 
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Bishop.).  Kenneth  Shamblin 


The  Mission  of  the  Peacemaker 


“Man  cannot  bring  himself  to 
comprehend  the  desolation  in  the 
aftermath  of  a  nuclear  war,”  said 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  before  a 
gathering  of  approximately  400 
United  Methodists  and  other 
interested  persons  attending  the  New 
Orleans  Districts’  “United  Methodists 
Call  For  Peace’’  held  August  29th. 

The  Bishop  went  on  to  say  that  we 
must  become  more  informed  and 
involved  concerning  the  nuclear  arms 
issue  and  its  implication  for  peace.  He 
cautioned  us  as -Christians  to  “stop 
demonizing  the  Russians." 

“In  keeping  with  the  belief  in 
Christ,  we  must  gird  up  our  loins  and 
move  out  into  the  world  with  the  love 
we  see  in  Jesus  and  bind  together  all 
ages  and  all  races  and  work  together 
until  we  all  walk  together  in  a  world  of 
peace,”  Bishop  Shamblin  said. 

At  the  gathering,  a  panel  considered 
the  question  “What  is  the  Mission  of 
the  Peacemaker  in  Our  Time?”  and 
painted  a  grim  picture  of  the  effects  of 
a  nuclear  attack  and  possible 
devastation  to  life  as  we  know  it  on 
this  planet. 


“We  can  do  nothing  after  the 
bomb,"  one  of  the  panelists  Dr. 
Horton  Johnson  said,  “But  we  can 
take  preventive  medicine  by  holding 
sessions  like  the  one  being  carried  out 
today." 

Panelist  Margaret  St.  Amant 
suggested  ways  the  individual  and 
local  congregation  can  respond  to  the 
Call  For  Peace.  Letter  writing  and 
follow-up  workshops  were  suggested. 
As  a  result,  two  workshop  formats 
have  been  designed.  Designated  times 
and  dates  are  listed  below. 

“Perspectives  on  Peace  and  | 
Power,”  Wednesday,  October  13,  ■ 
Aurora  United  Methodist  Church,  j 
New  Orleans,  7:00-9:00  p.m.  and  j 
Tuesday,  November  2,  St.  Timothy  : 
United  Methodist  Church,  : 
Mandeville,  7:30  p.m.  The  workshops  : 
will  be  led  by  the  Reverend  James  : 
Evans,  the  Reverend  Kathy  : 
Henderson,  and  Mrs.  Amy  Ward. 

“Parenting  For  Peace  and  ■ 
Justice,"  Sunday,  October  24,  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  New.  • 
Orleans,  3:00-5:00  p.m.  led  by  Carol  • 
and  John  Giles. 


Ruston  District  Continuing  Education 


i  According  to  the  Ruston  district 
:  reporter,  Rev.  Tom  Crosby,  the  Ruston 
:  District  began  its  first  session  of  a 
•:  Continuing  Education  Study  entitled, 
:  "Aging  Persons  In  the  Community  of 


Faith,"  earlier  this  month.  Dr.  Robert 
Hudspeth  was  the  leader  of  the  first 
session  which  was  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden, 
Louisiana.  The  hosting  pastor  was  the 
Reverend  James  Poole. 


|;j:  Attending  the  session  were,  standing:  Dr.  Bob  Peyton,  Rev.  Tom  Crosby, 

j:j:  Rev.  Terral  Lowe,  Rev.  Faye  Barr-Hartung.  Dr.  Merlin  Merrill.  Dr.  Robert 
Hudspeth,  Rev.  Clyde  Averett,  Rev.  Frank  Jones,  Rev.  Roily  Walker  and  Rev 
j:-:  Louis  Coppage.  ‘ 

Sj  Seated:  Rev.  Charles  Stovall,  Rev.  William  Willis.  Rev.  Joe  Solomon.  Kurt  § 
Oheim  and  Rev.  Brenda  Layman.  •!; 

Tremendous  Opportunity  Laity  Sunday  Oct.  1 0 


“As  we  get  into  the  time  of  year  again 
when  we  are  thinking  of  local  churches’ 
budgets,  let’s  remind  ourselves  of  the 
tremendous  opportunity  for  reaching  out 
to  specific  areas  of  need  through  The 
Advance.  We  can  choose  from  the  wide 
variety  of  Specials,  General  Advance 
Specials  and  second  mile  giving  oppor¬ 
tunity  within  our  conference. 

Conference  Advance  Specials : 

Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club 
Conference  Disaster  Fund 
Dulac  Community  Center 
Hughes  United  Methodist  Center 
Lafon  Home 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Methodist  Home  Hospital 
New  Orleans  Metro  Ministries 
World  Hunger  Scholarship  Fund 
(Project  FISH) 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
Peoples  Community  Center 
Retired  Ministers  Home 
Shreveport  Metro  Ministries 
Revolving  Loan  Fund 
Spanish  Speaking  Ministries  in 
New  Orleans 

What  a  great  way  for  any  local  church, 
regardless  of  size,  to  be  meaningful  in 
the  lives  of  others!” 

—  Conference  Board 
of  General  Ministries 


LAITY  IN  LEADERSHIP  MEANS 
RISKING  is  the  theme  for  this  year’s 
Laity  Sunday  observance  scheduled  in 
most  churches  for  October  10.  It  lifts  up 
the  good  that  happens  when  Christian 
laypersons  take  the  risks  of  their 
commitment. 

Practicing  what  Christ  preached 
requires  Christians  to  take  risks  —  to 
make  sacrifices.  Taking  risks  is  required 
of  us  by  God. 

Being  a  disciple  is  risky.  But  it  is  the 
way  that  laypersons  can  assist  in 
bringing  the  world  to  Christ  ...  at  their 
jobs,  in  their  homes,  in  their 
neighborhoods  and  in  their  world. 

McGuire  Speaks  At 
First  Church,  Monroe 

Dr.  D.  L.  McGuire,  Monroe  District 
Superintendent,  was  the  inspirational 
speaker  at  a  recent  dinner  honoring 
Church  School  teachers,  coordinators, 
and  secretaries  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Monroe.  Some  70 
persons  were  in  attendance  at  the  event 
held  in  the  fellowship  hall.  The  Reverend 
Kirby  A.  Vining  is  the  pastor  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe. 


Financial  Report  —  September  1982 

Conference  Remittance  Report 


January  —  September,  1 982 


FUND  Conference 

Annual 

Paid  In 

Paid  First 

Percentage 

NO.  Fund 

Apportionment 

September 

Nine  Months 

Balance 

Paid 

4300  PENSION  (DEC) 

$  618396.00 

$  30376.74 

$  440140.77 

$  178255.23 

71.17 

4400  D  S  FUND 

376896.00 

18540.70 

273705.05 

103190.95 

72.62 

4500  EPISCOPAL  FUND 

80409.00 

3966.04 

60175.19 

20233.81 

74.84 

4600  EQUIT  SALARY  FD 

25120.00 

1210.49 

18689.66 

6430.34 

74.40 

4700  TEMP  GEN  AID  FD 

22128.00 

1241.28 

15167.82 

6960.18 

68.55 

4900  INTERDENOM  FUND 

16779.00 

760.23 

9379.48 

7399.52 

55.90 

5000  GEN  ADM  FUND 

45224.00 

2413.75 

30965.48 

14258.52 

68.47 

5100  JUD  ADM  FUND 

16076.00 

691.18 

11206.23 

4869.77 

69.71 

5200  LA  CONF  ADM  FD 

321627.00 

24432.28 

207960.30 

113666.70 

64.66 

5500  WORLD  SERVICE 

572892.00 

32615.36 

344590.55 

228301.45 

60.15 

5600  MIN  ED  FUND 

214090.00 

13050.53 

113302.20 

100787.80 

52.92 

5700  BLACK  COLLEGE  F 

97897.00 

5410.49 

50576.32 

47320.68 

51.66 

5800  MISSIONAL  PR  FD 

72869.00 

3981.38 

39684.67 

33184.33 

54.46 

5900  ED  PRIORITIES 

82414.00 

5207.53 

43321.87 

39092.13 

52.57 

6000  GEN  ADV  SPEC 

15819.32 

80191.07 

6100  YOUTH  SER  FUND 

528.90 

2521.73 

6201  ONE  GREAT  HOUR 

142.00 

32575.86 

6202  WORLD  COM  FUND 

187.06 

941.43 

6203  M  STUDENT  DAY 

65.50 

1362.95 

6204  HUMAN  REL  DAY 

8.00 

7373.84 

6300  CH  EDUCATION  SUNDAY 

231.30 

631.30 

6400  MIN  EMERG  FUND 

594.25 

2502.42 

6500  CONF  SPECIALS 

15082.61 

210111.85 

6600  CENTENARY 

357804.00 

21907.80 

178215.32 

179588.68 

49.81 

6700  WESLEY  FD  FUND 

352675.00 

20483.67 

172644.65 

180030.35 

48.95 

6800  PEN  CRU-CHURCH 

44855.24 

266253.83 

6900  PEN  CRU-PASTOR 

5681.81 

40853.13 

7000  LA  INTERCH  CONF 

19102.00 

971.52 

10339.51 

8762.49 

54.13 

TOTAL 

$3292398.00 

$270456.96 

$2665384.48 

$1272332.93 

61.36 

For  the  first  nine  months  of  1982,  the  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
have  sent  in  $2,665,384.48  for  all  causes  through  the  Conference  Financial 
Office. 

R  is  to  be  noted  that  over  70%  has  been  paid  to  the  ministerial  support  items  of 
Pensions,  District  Superintendent  Fund,  Episcopal  Fund,  and  the  Equitable 
Salary  Fund. 

In  addition  to  items  apportioned,  the  churches  have  paid  an  additional 
$645,319.41  to  Special  Causes  including  $210,111.85  for  Conference  Advance 


Specials  and  Institutions  and  $80,191.07  for  General  Advance  Specials.  The 
largest  General  Church  Special  Offering  to  date  this  year  lias  been  the  One 
Great  House  Offering  during  Lent  in  the  amount  of  $32,575.86. 

$266,253  83  has  been  paid  this  year  by  the  Churches  on  the  Pension  Crusade 
and  $40,853.13  has  been  paid  this  year  by  the  ministers  of  the  Conference  on  the 
Pension  Crusade.  The  tour  year  Pension  Crusade  Campaign  is  to  be  completed 
In  May  1983. 


Apportionments  Paid  in  Full  by  144  Churches 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
MacArthur  Drive  United  Methodist 
Church 

Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
Lahey  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Sieper  United  Methodist  Church 
Evergreen  United  Methodist  Church 
White’s  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Hollins  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Fellowship  United  Methodist  Church 
Bayou  Chicot  United  Methodist  Church 
Cheney ville  United  Methodist  Church 
Simmesport  United  Methodist  Church 
Martha  ville  United  Methodist  Church 
Beulah  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Maurice  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches 

St.  Marks  United  Methodist  Church, 
Natchitoches 

Tullos  United  Methodist  Church 
Provencal  United  Methodist  Church 
Weaver  United  Methodist  Church 
Urania  United  Methodist  Church 
Eden  United  Methodist  Church 
BATON  ROUGE/HAMMOND 
DISTRICT 

St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church 
Magnolia  United  Methodist  Church 
Center  United  Methodist  Church 
Darlington  United  Methodist  Church 
Corbin  United  Methodist  Church 
Nesom  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church 

Ethel  United  Methodist  Church 
Mangum  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

James  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Norwood 

Mt.  Carmel  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 


BATON  ROUGE  /  LAFAYETTE 
DISTRICT 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge 

McGowan  United  Methodist  Church 
Indian  Bayou  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church 
Lydia  United  Methodist  Church 
Mallalieu  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church 
Melville  United  Methodist  Church 
Palmetto  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Martinville  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Roads  United  Methodist  Church 
Fitzgerald  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church 
Wiley  United  Methodist  Church 
Belle  Rose  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Wakefield  United  Methodist  Church 
Grand  Chenier  United  Methodist  Church 
Church  Point  United  Methodist  Church 
Maxie  United  Methodist  Church 
Ville  Platte  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
Hopewell  United  Methodist  Church 
Pine  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
Iota  United  Methodist  Church 
Gueydan  U nited  Methodist  Church  — 
Hayes  United  Methodist  Church 
Kinder  United  Methodist  Church 
Oberlin  United  Methodist  Church 
Prospect  United  Methodist  Church 
Hornbeck  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
Hackberry  United  Methodist  Church 
MONROE  DISTRICT 
Baskin  United  Methodist  Church 
Mer  Rouge  United  Methodist  Church 
Grayson  United  Methodist  Church 


Kelly  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 
Holly  Ridge  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Sicily 
Island 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Harrisonburg 

Woodlawn  United  Methodist  Church 
NEW  ORLEANS/HOUMA  DISTRICT 
Mt.  Vernon  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  John  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Sarpy 

Mathews  United  Methodist  Church 
Felicity  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  Matthew  United  Methodist  Church 
Boynton  United  Methodist  Church 
Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church . 
Ross  United  Methodist  Church 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church, 
Hahnville 

Patterson  United  Methodist  Church 
Vacherie  United  Methodist  Church 
Gibson  United  Methodist  Church 
NEW  ORLEANS/SLIDELL  DISTRICT 
Harry’s  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Waldheim  United  Methodist  Church 
Fisher  United  Methodist  Church 
Hayes  United  Methodist  Church 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church 
Thompson  United  Methodist  Church 
Munholland  United  Methodist  Church 
Talisheek  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Newell  United  Methodist  Church 
Sun  United  Methodist  Church 
Bush  United  Methodist  Church 
Live  Oak  United  Methodist  Church 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Ansley  United  Methodist  Church 
Crossroads  United  Methodist  Church 
Summerfield  United  Methodist  Church 
Bienville  United  Methodist  Church 


Strange  United  Methodist  Church 
Choudrant  United  Methodist  Church 
Bethel  United  Methodist  Church 
Mt.  Nebo  United  Methodist  Church 
Sibley  United  Methodist  Church 
Gibsland  United  Methodist  Church 
Harmony  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

Lisbon  United  Methodist  Church 
Heflin  United  Methodist  Church 
Dodson  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church 

Bethlehem  United  Methodist  Church 
Grand  Bayou  United  Methodist  Church 
Simsboro  United  Methodist  Church 
Salem  United  Methodist  Church 
Whitehall  United  Methodist  Church 
SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Blanchard  United  Methodist  Church 
Belcher  United  Methodist  Church 
Pilgrim’s  Rest  United  Methodist  Church 
Wesley  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church 
Hosston  United  Methodist  Church 
Gilliam  United  Methodist  Church 
Ida  United  Methodist  Church 
Pleasant  Valley  United  Methodist 
Church 

Shiloh  United  Methodist  Church 
Longstreet  United  Methodist  Church 
Stonewall  United  Methodist  Church 
Grand  Cane  United  Methodist  Church 
Mooringsport  United  Methodist  Church 
Oil  City  United  Methodist  Church 
Plain  Dealing  United  Methodist  Church 
Mitchell  United  Methodist  Church 
Rodessa  United  Methodist  Church 
Converse  United  Methodist  Church 
Noble  United  Methodist  Church 
Keith  ville  United  Methodist  Church 


A  Proud  Tradition,  An  Urgent  Need 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a  proud  tradition  of  support  for  colleges  and 
students.  It  counts  on  an  educated  laity  and  clergy  for  leadership  in  the  church  and 
society. 

The  Church’s  loan  and  scholarship  programs  which  are  made  possible  by  the 
Student  Day  Offering  have  long  made  the  critical  difference  to  students  and  their 
parents.  Now  the  ravages  of  inflation  and  the  cutback  of  government  funds  make  the 
need  even  more  urgent.  In  a  very  real  sense,  many  students  won’t  make  it  without 
your  help.  The  observance  of  the  Student  Day  Offering  this  year  will  be  the  first 
Sunday  in  Advent,  November  28th.  More  than  200,000  students  have  been  helped  by 
scholarships  as  a  result  of  this  offering  which  has  been  a  yearly  event  for  the  past  100 
years. 

General  Conference  has  designed  that  the  Student  Day  Offering  observance  be  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  Advent  in  order  to  make  a  connection  between  the  Student  Day 
Offering  and  Advent  as  the  season  of  light  and  preparation  and  our  commitment  to 
learning. 

If  you  have  a  need  for  bulletin  inserts  and  offering  envelopes  for  the  celebration  of 
this  day,  please  send  a  request  to  Student  Day  Offering,  P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville 
Tennessee,  37202. 


Contort: 

Y our  Local  Wesley  Foundation 
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Former  President’s  appeal  should 
remind  us  of  our  human  rights  role 


It  was  refreshing  to  hear  “human 
rights”  again  publicly  advocated  as  an 
essential  element  of  our  nation’s  foreign 
policy. 

This  theme  resurfaced  in  the  context  of 
former  president  Jimmy  Carter’s  initial 
address  to  the  faculty  and  students  at 
United  Methodist-related  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta  where  he  recently 
became  a  “distinguished  visiting 
professor”  (see  Reporter,  Sept.  24). 

Noting  that  there  is  a  “deafening 
silence”  when  Americans  fail  to  speak 
out  regarding  human  rights,  Mr.  Carter 
makes  a  compelling  case  for  our  nation 
aggressively  to  advocate  "human  rights” 
no  matter  whose  toes  are  stepped  on  in 
the  process.  That  "case”  includes  these 
thoughts : 

•  "Our  country  has  been  strongest  and 
most  effective  when  morality  and  a 
commitment  to  freedom  and  democracy 
have  been  clearly  emphasized  in  our 
foreign  policy.” 

•  “There  is  only  one  country  on  earth 
which  has  the  strength,  the  moral 
commitment,  the  influence  and  the 
economic  independence  to  be  the  chief 
spokesman  for  .  .  .  suffering  people 
across  the  globe. 

•  "Silence  from  the  civilized  world 
about  human  rights  abuses)  is  what 
oppressive  regimes  most  want  to  hear. 
Silence  is  what  the  tortured  or 
persecuted  always  fear.  ” 

•  The  United  States  should  be  certain 
that  the  "leaders  of  all  nations  have  to 
confront  the  question  each  day :  What  do 
my  own  people  and  the  rest  of  the  world 
think  about  my  commitment  to  human 
freedom?” 

Mr.  Carter’s  emphasis  on  “human 
rights”  as  a  consideration  in  American 
foreign  policy  decisions  was  probably  his 
most  important  and  his  most  popular 
achievement  other  than  the  Camp  David 
Accords,  involving  Egypt  and  Israel. 

Of  course,  not  everyone  agreed  with 
Mr.  Carter’s  "human  rights”  emphasis. 
Some  regarded  it  as  an  imprudent  basis 
for  foreign  policy.  Others  construed  it  as 
interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
other  nations.  And  it  laid  the  U.S.  open  to 
charges  of  hypocrisy  at  points  where  full 
human  rights  are  denied  either  in  the 
U.S.  or  in  nations  receiving  U.S. 
support.  Leaders  within  the  Reagan 
Administration  indicated  early  on  an 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


inclination  to  deemphasize  "human 
rights”  for  both  the  foregoing  reasons, 
and  because  they  perceived  themselves 
as  having  received  a  mandate'for  change 
from  the  voters. 

Whatever  one  may  have  thought  of 
President  Carter’s  Administration  in 
general  —  and  it  was  clearly  a  failure  by 
ballot  box  standards  in  the  last  election 
—  we  believe  his  advocacy  of  "human 
rights”  was  one  area  in  which  he  clearly 
did  not  fail.  We  believe  our  current 
leaders  are  wrong  in  assuming  that  most 
Americans  consider  “human  rights"  to 
be  a  secondary  consideration,  rather 
than  a  cornerstone  of  public  policy.  And 
we  join  Mr.  Carter  in  deploring  our 
government's  "exaggerated  claims  of 
progress  in  countries  where  oppression  is 
still  rampant,  and  an  absence  of 
references  to  human  rights  is  an 
elemental  part  of  our  own  foreign 
policy." 

There  are  risks  in  making  "human 
rights”  a  focal  point  of  foreign  policy. 
But,  we  believe  that  an  active  concern 
for  the  rights  of  suffering,  oppressed,  and 
abused  people  everywhere  is  consistent 
with  the  basic  principles  upon  which  our 
nation  was  founded. 

For  Christian  citizens,  "human  rights” 
should  be  far  less  a  political  issue  than  a 
moral  issue  which  grows  out  of  our  faith 
in  One  whose  life  was  given  for  others, 
especially  those  who  were  poor,  outcast 
or  denied  their  full  dignity  as  God’s 
Children.  Mr.  Carter's  renewed  appeal  to 
the  nation  on  behalf  of  “human  rights”  — 
especially  since  it  comes  from  a 
Christian  non-candidate  at  a  church- 
related  university  —  is  an  appropriate 
reminder  that  Christians  everywhere  are 
called  to  serve  as  a  conscience  to  society. 

We  encourage  Christians  of  all  political 
leanings  —  and  especially  those  who  sup¬ 
port  most  of  the  Reagan  Administra¬ 
tion’s  policies  —  to  join  in  urging  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  and  Secretary  of  State 
George  Shultz  to  re-adopt  an  active 
“human  rights”  policy  which  is  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  recognition  that  "there  is 
only  one  country  on  earth  which  has  the 
strength,  the  moral  commitment,  the  in¬ 
fluence  and  the  economic  independence 
to  be  the  chief  spokesman”  for  people  the 
world  over  who  are  suffering  abuses  of 
their  basic  human  rights. 


Here  I  Stand 

4 Improved  Welfare  Plan  9  offered 
to  draw  a  realistic  perspective 


By  M.  G.  BUD  SMATHERS 

l  submit  this  article  as  a  base 
alternative,  not  complete  in  all  details,  to 
draw  a  realistic  perspective  to  what 
appears  to  be  a  failing  public  welfare 
program,  and  a  failing  Christian 
response.  I  hope  this  will  draw 
constructive  thought,  critique,  and 
criticism. 

Worn  cliches  such  as  "If  we  can  afford 
this  we  can  afford  that”  and  biblical 
quotes  are  mostly  sermonic,  not 
constructive.  If  someone  has  a  better 
plan,  let’s  hear  it! 

An  improved  welfare  plan 

In  summary,  the  welfare  program  now 
administered  by  the  federal  government 
has  weaknesses  of:  1.  Expensive;  2. 
Enticement,  personally  defeating;  and  3. 
Non-Christian. 

It  can  be  strengthened  by :  1.  Providing 
a  nutritional  flour,  or  meal,  instead  of 
food  stamps;  2.  Strong  emphasis  on  the 
work  ethic;  3.  Let  the  bums  starve;  and 
4.  Sterilization  of  all  adult  participants. 

Discussion  and  consideration  is  offered 
of  these  points :  Our  present  program  is : 

1.  Expensive  and  growing  —  about  $91 
billion.  Food  stamps  have  grown  from 
360,000  in  1964  to  about  22  million 


recipients  costing  about  $9.6  billion. 

2.  Entices  people  who  could  make  it  on 
their  own  to  receive  welfare,  thus 
becoming  personally  defeating  by 
denying  them  the  human  substance  of 
making  it  on  their  own. 

3.  It  is  non-christian,  as  it-sets  "brother 
against  brother”  as  working  people  see 
and  resent  apparently  healthy  people  in 
food  stamp  lines,  and  with  well-stocked 
(steak  instead  of  hamburger)  grocery 
baskets,  paying  with  food  stamps. 
“Federal  Christianity”  replaces  true 
Christian  response  in  fact,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  people. 

Means  of  Strengthening  the  Welfare 
Program: 

1.  A  nutritionally  complete  (or  nearly 
so)  flour  or  meal  subsidized  by  federal 
funds  should  be  sold  cheap  in  all  grocery 
stores  to  all  people  —  instead  of  food 
stamps. 

a.  As  a  result,  nobody  will  starve  or 
have  to  eat  dog  food. 

b.  This  product  should  be  bland  or 
tasteless,  as  the  really  hungry 
don’t  care  about  taste. 

c.  Some  affluent  bums  will  buy  it,  too. 
but  the  loss  here  will  be  much  less 
than  the  administrative  cost  and 
abuse  of  the  food  stamp  program. 


My  Witness 

How  can  a  Lay  Witness  Mission  start 
a  spiritual  renewal  in  a  rural  church? 


By  HETT1E  MCGEE  BARKER 

As  our  small  country  church  planned 
for  a  Lay  Witness  Mission,  I  could  only 
shake  my  head.  “It  won’t  work,  it’ll  fail,” 
clammered  through  my  mind  like  the 
bell  of  a  doomed  ship  in  a  heavy  storm. 
But  like  the  lame  beggar  at  the  Beautiful 
Gate  in  Acts  3, 1  was  in  for  a  surprise. 

On  that  day  long  ago.  God’s  power 
reached  out  to  one  in  need.  Peter  through 
the  Almighty,  gave  the  lame  man 
something  more  precious  than  silver  or 
gold  —  legs  with  which  to  work!  The 
moment  was  a  miraculous  testimony  of 
God’s  power  which  cannot  be  bought  or 
sold. 

The  Lay  Witness  Mission  volunteers 
arrived  at  our  church  hall  Friday 


afternoon.  They  were  scheduled  to  stay 
overnight  with  designated  church 
members  until  Sunday  afternoon.  They 
were  from  three  states,  16  dedicated 
Christians  in  all. 

At  the  time,  I  remember  thinking  they 
seem  nice  enough  but  what  special 
witness  could  they  offer  me  or  the 
church.  It  was  hard  to  believe  why  they 
would  give  of  their  time,  plus  paying 
their  own  way,  just  to  sit  around  and 
socialize  with  strangers.  Was  I  missing 
something? 

Later  that  first  evening,  I  knew  why  I 
was  meant  to  be  with  that  group  that 
particular  night.  The  hand  of  God  was 
working  in  my  life,  slowly  turning  it  fn 
another  direction.  His!  As  the  witness 


Concept  of  nuclear  war  survival  defended 


To  the  Editor : 

Your  Sept.  10  editorial  headlined 
“Nuclear  war  survival:  tragically 
illogic,"  is  itself  flawed  by  an  absence  of 
logic  —  but  more  important,  an  absence 
of  facts  from  which  logical  argumen¬ 
tation  must  proceed. 

No  one  can  deny  the  inherent  horror  we 
can  expect  from  a  nuclear  exchange.  Yet 
nothing  would  define  moral  bankruptcy 
more  than  to  abandon  the  responsibility 
to  care  for  the  survivors  who  will 
certainly  exist  —  perhaps  in  great 
numbers  —  during  and  after  a  protracted 
nuclear  war. 

In  a  recent  article  in  the  New  York 
Times,  U.S.  Postmaster  General  William 
F.  Bolger  —  whose  policies  you 
specifically  criticize  —  explained  the 
foundation  for  the  Postal  Service’s 
recently  maligned  contingency  plans  for 
a  war  emergency. 

He  writes:  “Our  primary  interests  are 
not  in  bringing  survivors  of  a  nuclear 
holocaust  their  telephone  bills.  There  are 
much  more  important  services  that  may 
be  sorely  needed  in  such  a  catastrophe. 
Because  the  Postal  Service  is  the  only 
government  agency  that  reaches  into 
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every  city  and  hamlet,  we  have  been 
given  responsibility  to  help  reunite 
families  separated  by  enemy  attack  or 
natural  disaster  .  .  .  For  planning 
purposes,  we  can  assume  it  improbable 
that  every  community  in  this  vast  nation 
would  be  destroyed.  It  would  be  folly, 
indeed,  for  the  government  not  to  plan  to 
provide  survivors  with  whatever 
essential  services  were  feasible  .  .  . 

“If  our  efforts  didn’t  work  after  an 
attack,  the  reason  would  be  that  nothing 
else  did  either.” 

Mr.  Bolger’s  remarks  put  the  whole 
process  of  emergency  preparedness  in 
perspective.  Civil  defense  planning  is  not 
a  case  of  either  wishful  thinking  or  self- 
fulfilling  prophecy.  It  is  an  integral 
component  of  nuclear  deterrence  policy. 
In  fact,  a  firm  commitment  to  civil 
defense  would  increase  our  deterrent 
against  Soviet  aggression. 

Why?  The  reason  is  that  the  leaders  in 
the  Kremlin  are  cautious.  They  do  not 
take  risks  capriciously.  If  they  had  no 
certainty  that  a  nuclear  strike  would 
destroy  our  ability  to  recover  —  that  is,  if 
they  had  no  guarantee  of  victory  — 
Soviet  leaders  would  be  unwilling  to 
launch  their  arsenal  against  us. 
Deterrence  depends  largely  on  Soviet 
leaders’  perceptions  and  we  must  make 
clear  to  them  that  they  cannot  win  a 
nuclear  exchange.  Nothing  less  will 
prevent  the  holocaust. 

The  United  States  government,  by 
committing  itself  to  emergency 
preparedness,  stands  on  firm  moral 
ground.  It  maintains  a  solid  commitment 
to  deterrence  and  to  protecting  innocent 
lives  should  deterrence  fail. 

Richard  E.  Sincere.  Jr. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Clogged  streets  would 

hinder  evacuation 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  Sept.  10 
editorial  regarding  the  announced  plan 
by  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  to  deliver  mail 
after  a  nuclear  attack  and  how  that  talk 
seems  designed  for  conditioning  us  to 
consider  nuclear  war  acceptable, 
because  survivable.  Another  aspect  of 
this  conditioning  is  the  Civil  Defense  talk 
about  evacuating  cities  most  likely  to  be 
coming  under  attack  —  or  on  which  a 
nuclear  bomb  is  going  to  land  in  twenty 
minutes.  Evacuate! 

Well;  I  was  at  the  World’s  Fair  the 
evening  of  the  big  football  game  nearby. 
The  streets  were  clogged  with  cars  and 
busses.  It  took  an  hour  to  go  12-15  blocks. 
And  one  of  us  was  fighting  for  our  lives.  I 
wondered  then  what  a  realistic  evacuation 
of  a  large  city  under  nuclear  attack  would 
look  like,  and  I  grasped  for  sure  what  a 
poor  imagination  our  Civil  Defense  has. 

J.  L.  Hartz 
Chillicothe,  Missouri 

Defense  spending 
is  a  seapegoat 

To  the  Editor  : 

Having  served  my  country  as  a 
member  of  the  Armed  Forces  for  a 
period  approaching  28  years,  I  find 
myself  deeply  disturbed  by  the 


increasing  criticism  of  our  nation’s 
defense  budget.  As  a  United  Methodist.  I 
am  particularly  concerned  when  so 
much  negative  and  uninformed  criticism 
on  this  subject  keeps  coming  from  many 
of  our  pastors  and  church  leaders.  What 
really  irks  me  is  that  most  of  these 
people  are  consistently  fond  of  using  the 
same  old  tired  analogy:  "If  we  didn’t 
spend  so  much  of  our  nation’s  budget  on 
defense,  think  of  all  the  poor  people  we 
could  feed,  etc.,  ad  naseum.” 

I  would  like  to  offer  the  following  new 
and  sobering  comparisons  in  support  of 
defense  spending.  Since  1976,  Americans 
have  spent  more  money  on  alcoholic 
beverages  each  year  than  was  spent  to 
fund  the  operations  of  the  U.  S.  Air 
Force.  In  the  last  few  years,  Americans 
spent  nearly  three  times  as  much  on  toys 
and  sports  supplies  than  was  spent  on 
U.S.  Air  Force  strategic  forces. 
Americans  spent  twice  as  much  in  the 
last  five  years  for  radios,  television  sets, 
records  and  musical  instruments  than 
was  spent  for  the  Air  Force  general 
purpose  forces.  Last  year,  American 
children  wasted  more  quarters  in  coin- 
operated  electronic  games  than  the  Air 
Force  spent  on  all  its  new  aircraft. 
Americans  are  spending  more  and  more 
each  year  on  alcohol  and  recreation  than 
they  spend  on  the  total  defense  budget 
(including  the  Army,  Navy  and  Air 
Force).' 

The  issue  is  not  that  the  poor  are 
suffering  because  of  the  defense 
spending,  but  rather  what  luxury  we  are 
willing  to  sacrifice  in  order  to  contribute 
to  the  poor.  A  wise  man  once  said:  "It  is 
customary  in  democratic  countries  to 
deplore  expenditures  on  armaments  as 
conflicting  with  the  requirements  of  the 
social  services.  There  is  a  tendency  to 
forget  that  the  most  important  social  ser¬ 
vice  a  government  can  do  for  its  people  is 
to  keep  them  alive  and  free.” 

The  additional  and  different 
comparisons  listed  above  are  offered  in 
the  hope  that  they  will  be  used  by  our 
United  Methodist  leaders  to  draw  new 
analogies  and  refrain  from  using  defense 
spending  as  an  eternal  scapegoat. 

Frank  Spring  Jr. 

Reynolds,  North  Dakota 

Would  Jesus  advocate 
nuclear  weapons? 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  read  the  different  viewpoints  on 
the  nuclear  freeze,  there  was  only  one 
way  for  me  to  decide  which  was  right: 
What  would  Jesus  say?  Which  would  He 
advocate? 

Nuclear  weapons?  Never! 

Bonnie  Glance 

Brunswick,  Ohio 

Nuclear  freeze  idea 
not  ‘communist  propaganda’ 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  the  Sept.  3  Letter  to  the 
Editor  from  Mrs.  Katherine  P  Carter 
headlined  "Nuclear  freeze  called  com¬ 
munist  propaganda  tool,”  it  seemed 
appropriate  to  speak  out  in  rebuttal  to 
this  type  of  thinking  in  the  church  Even 
though  the  writer  may  be  as  well-mean¬ 


ing  as  those  she  labels  as  "peaceniks”  it 
is  difficult  to  conclude  that  the  nuclear 
freeze  movement  is  communist  propa¬ 
ganda.  Isn’t  it  just  as  likely  that  our 
Christian  faith  advocates  peace  through 
love  rather  than  through  military 
strength? 

Paul  Howard 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

‘Chance’  and  God 
are  contradictory 

To  the  Editor: 

I  beg  to  disagree  with  the  theory  of 
"Chance”  and  God  co-existing  which  was 
presented  by  Richard  Gillum  in  his 
"Here  I  Stand”  column  (UMR,  Sept.  3). 
God  is  The  Great  "I  AM”  (Exod  3:14) 
and  "THE  MOST  HIGH  GOD,”  the 
possessor  of  heaven  and  earth  (Gen. 
14:22).  I  don't  believe  God  shares  His 
position  with  anyone  or  anything.  The 
very  word  "chance”  implies  doubt  or 
compromise.  I  submit  to  you  that  the 
Most  High  God  does  not  have  to  use 
chance  as  a  tool  to  accomplish  His 
purpose. 

Being  the  recipient  of  a  miracle,  I 
disagree  with  the  theory  of  downgrading 
a  miracle  from  God  to  a  “rare 
manifestation  of  known  natural  laws  or 
disease  remission.”  There  will  always  be 
a, great  difference  between  a  miracle 
from  God  and  a  man’s  technology. 

I  most  assuredly  believe  that  God  does 
suspend  well  established  natural  laws  to 
accomodate  a  human  request.  Joshua 
spoke  to  the  Lord  and  the  sun  stood  still 
(Josh.  10:12-14).  That  lost  day  is  still 
unaccounted  for.  I’m  told!  James  5:16 
says  the  effectual,  fervent  prayer  of  a 
righteous  man  availeth  much;  it  goes  on 
to  tell  how  Elijah  prayed  earnestly  that  it 
might  not  rain,  and  it  didn’t  for  three 
years  and  six  months.  A  portion  of  the 
whole  world  took  part  in,  and  saw  many 
established  natural  laws  defied  in  the 
near  disaster  of  Apollo  Thirteen  in  April, 
1970.  Prayer  went  up  around  the  world 
and  God  honored  them  in  a  miraculous 
rescue  and  re-entry  into  earth’s 
atmosphere  when  it  seemed  all  was  lost. 
I  declare  to  you  that  this  was  not 
“chance"  but  Divine  intervention  by  The 
Most  High  God,  because  multitudes  of 
His  children  asked  Him  to. 

Leroy  Linney 
Stanton,  Texas 

Value  of  laity 
address  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  recent  report  on  the  naming  of 
those  persons  included  to  prepare  the 
Laity  Address  at  the  1984  General 
Conference  causes  me  again  to  wonder 
why  we  spend  our  time  and  effort  in  such 
a  manner  when  the  whole  world  hungers 
for  spiritual  and  material  food! 

The  first  address  given,  just  last 
General  Conference,  cost  in  excess  of 
$20,000!  The  mention  of  a  “20-member 
panel,”  wondering  how  many  meetings  it 
all  entails  and  wondering  how  much 
worth  it  is,  causes  me  to  wonder  also 
where,  oh  where  are  our  priorities ! 

Help  me  to  understand!  Dottie  Chase 
Willard,  Ohio 


mission  continued  the  next  day,  I  felt 
something  new,  warm  and  promising 
coming  into  my  life. 

The  coordinator  of  the  mission  began 
the  meeting  by  leading  us  in  a  few  old 
time,  heart-warming  hymns  such  as 
“Amazing  Grace."  Then  we  were 
divided  into  grqups  of  six  or  less,  with 
each  group  led  by  one  of  the  witness 
volunteers.  This  also  applied  to  the  youth 
and  children  of  the  church.  I  soon  learned 
about  the  power  of  God  bestowed  upon 
these  witnesses! 

Our  group  leader  was  a  middle-aged 
woman  who  told  us  how  she  was  once 
shy.  When  she  had  committed  herself  to 
Christ,  her  shyness  had  been  replaced 
with  strength  and  confidence.  She  said 
this  took  courage,  dedication,  and 
putting  God  first  in  her  life  and  trusting 
Him  for  guidance.  These  were  a  must  to 
fulfilling  her  commitment.  She  says  each 
time  she  visits  a  new  church  her  faith 
grows.  Her  confidence  is  supported  by 
knowing  she  is  responding  to  God’s  will 
for  her  life. 

During  these  several  small  group 
meetings,  I  found  myself  participating 
more  and  more.  A  quiet  voice  seemed  to 
say,  "Join  in.  Don’t  be  afraid.  Speak  up 
forme.” 

I  began  asking  questions.  This  activity 
was  new  to  me  and  I  wanted  to  touch  and 
observe  these  Christians  who  seemed  to 
have  their  lives  in  order.  I  wanted  to 
know  how  their  lives  had  been  changed. 
Why  were  they  called  to  witness  in  this 
way?  Different  answers  were  given,  just 
as  each  of  us  have  different  problems 
and  fears. 

One  young  man  explained:  “Our 
marriage  was  on  the  rocks,  now  because 
of  our  witnessing  together  for  Christ,  we 
are  whole  again.  Praise  the  Lord!  ” 

The  mission’s  coordinator  witnessed 
that  through  several  serious  operations 
he  learned  to  rely  on  God  to  give  him 
strength  and  hope.  "Prayer  is  the 
answer,”  he  vowed.  “I  know.” 

We  were  all  touched  that  weekend. 
Obviously,  it  was  not  a  failure.  During  it, 
many  doubts  were  washed  away  and,  the 
rafters  in  our  little  church  shook  with  the  joy 
in  our  hearts  as  we  sang  God’s  praises. 

As  a  result  of  that  moving  weekend, 
Bible  study  groups  have  sprung  up  in 
several  homes.  With  the  help  of  a  study 
guide  we  are  finding  new  insights  in  the 
Scriptures,  and  learning  about  the  roots 
of  the  early  Christians.  We  are  Christians 
in  action  with  a  hunger  to  learn  more 
about  God’s  Word.  I  like  to  think  these 
words  are  my  way  of  witnessing  to  others 
how  God  in  His  wisdom  moves  among  us. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Hettie 
McGee  Barker,  is  a  member  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  UMC  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Maryland  (Baltimore  Conference )f. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  doublespaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  “My 
Witness.”  UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas, 
Texas  75222.  V 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Sherman,  Texas 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  200 
member-families  of  the  Grace  UMC  in 
Sherman,  Texas. 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and 
general  religious  news  and  opinion,  and 
mailing  it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 
homes  of  the  church’s  members. 

To  these  new  readers  we  say 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


M.  G.  Smathers 

d.  State  welfare  programs  will  need 
to  aid  pre-school  children  with 
additional  nutrition.  The  school 
lunch  program  will  complete 
nutrition  of  school  age  children. 

2.  Strong  emphasis  on  work  ethic  —  do- 
gooding  groups  such  as  we  United 
Methodists  should  strongly  insist  that 
any  honest  job  is  better  than  no  job  at  all. 
“Meaningful  employment"  should  be 
dropped  from  the  national  welfare 
vocabulary. 

3.  Let  the  bums  starve  —  surely 
everyone  has  the  right  to  be  a  bum.  So  for 
those  who  choose  to  be  bums,  let  them  be. 
Their  family  responsibility  such  as 
children  or  spouse  will  be  a  part  of  item 

4. 

4.  Sterilization  of  all  adults 
participating  in  a  welfare  program. 
Participation  includes  the  adult  plus 
spouse  or  any  children,  whether  or  not 
they  are  a  part  of  the  same  household. 

a.  Primary  concern  is  for  children.  A 
child  has  the  right  to  NOT  be 
conceived  by  parents  who  cannot 
or  will  not  support  him/her. 

b.  Deserving  poor  people  will 
welcome  this,  as  they  know  the 
burden  and  unfairness  of 
additional  children. 

c.  No  adult  has  the  right  to  conceive 
children  they  cannot  or  will  not 
support.  This  includes  those 
physically  unable  to  support  a 
family  regardless  of  disability  due 
to  birth  defect,  illness,  or  what. 

d.  Parents  who  desert  their  spouse  or 
children,  or  make  them  destitute 
by  refusing  to  pay  child  support, 
alimony,  etc.  would  be  subject  to 
sterilization  regardless  of  their 
present  domestic  situation. 

e.  The  prospect  of  sterilization  is 
likely  to  strengthen  the  work  ethic, 
weed  out  the  bums,  and  greatly  , 
reduce  the  burden  of  the  Aid  to 
Dependent  Children  program. 

f.  Let’s  not  confuse  sterilization  with 
mutilation,  yet  it  must  be  physical 
(vasectomy;  etc)  rather  than  a  pill 
or  some  other  device  which  is 
subject  to  failure. 

This  Improved  Welfare  plan  stresses 
responsibility,  especially  of  adults-to- 
children.  It  offers  a  chance  to  break  the 
welfare  cycle,  or  syndrome,  those 
termed  "Poor”  seem  to  be  locked  into.  It 
also  brings  respect  and  concern  back  to 
the  people  —  both  the  fortunate  and  the 
unfortunate. 

" Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  M.  G.  Bud  Smathers,  is  a 
member  of  Cogdell  Memorial  UMC  in 
Waco,  Texas  (Text’s  Annual 
Conference). 
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Denomination 


United  Methodist  Studies: 
Basic  Bibliographies 

Compiled  and  edited  by  Ken¬ 
neth  E.  Rowe.  This  handy,  time¬ 
saving  volume  lists  virtually  every 
important  United  Methodist  re¬ 
source  work  published.  It  also 
includes  journal  articles  in  areas 
where  there  is  no  book-length 
treatment.  $2.00,  paper 

Proclaiming  Grace  and 
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Unemployment  has  UIYI  face 

Jobless  look  for  spiritual  support  from  church 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BUFFALO  —  Tom  Marshall  is  more 
than  an  unemployment  statistic  to  the 
members  of  Woodside  United  Methodist 
Church  here. 

He  is  their  administrative  board 
chairman. 

Ten  million  Americans  have  lost  their 
jobs  during  our  nation’s  worst  economic 
situation  since  the  Great  Depression. 
That’s  more  persons  than  are  United 
Methodists  —  9.6  million.  Among  the 
unemployed  most  likely  are  tens  of 
thousands  of  persons  who  are  members 
of  the  denomination’s  38,000  —  plus  con¬ 
gregations. 

Unemployed  persons  have  names  and 
faces  that  correspond  to  persons  in  the 
pews,  the  choirs  and  the  Sunday  School 
classes  of  even  well-to-do  UM  congre¬ 
gations,  the  Reporter  has  found. 

On  a  recent  tour  of  industrial  areas 
where  unemployment  has  reached  near- 
crisis  proportions,  this  writer  found  few 
signs  that  UM  churches  have  moved 
quickly  to  provide  special  programs  to 
help  their  unemployed  members  (see 
related  stories  on  this  page ) . 

But  more  than  anything,  Mr.  Marshall 
said,  persons  thrown  out  of  work  are 
looking  for  spiritual  strength  from  the 
church  through  its  regular  activities. 

In  a  place  like  Buffalo  where  one  of  the 
four  largest  employers  shut  down  entirely 
and  the  other  three  severely  have  curtailed 
their  work  fbrces,  a  responsive  reading 
can  take  on  added  significance,  Mr. 
Marshall  indicated  as  on  a  recent  Sunday 
morning  at  Woodside  UMC: 

Older  UMs 
advise  on 
how  to  cope 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

BUFFALO  —  The  older  members  of  a 
congregation  are  a  valuable  resource  in 
dealing  with  the  worsening  problem  of 
unemployment,  says  the  Rev.  Craig 
French. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  experience 
they  gained  during  economic  times 
which  were  even  worse  than  the  present 
ones  is  one  of  several  ways  that  Mr. 
French  says  he  and  Woodside  United 
Methodist  Church  are  trying  to  respond 
to  the  challenges  posed  by  joblessness 
in  their  community. 

He  readily  acknowledges  that  the 
effort  has  just  begun. 

“W§  have  b$en  talking  to  persons  who 
lived  through  the  Great  Depression  in  the 
’30s  because  we  can  learn  from  them1’ 
ideas  about  how  to  train  oneself, 
psychologically  and  physically  to  handle 
a  sudden  drop  in  one’s  standard  of  living, 
he  says.  x 

Woodside  UMC  has  plenty  of  such 
resource  persons  as  about  100  of  its  450 
members  are  older  widows. 

The  congregation  also  is  becoming 
actively  involved  in  the  community  to  try 
to  improve  the  local  economic  situation. 
The  church  recently  joined  the 


LEADER:  We  are  often 
troubled, 

PEOPLE:  But  not  crushed: 
LEADER:  Sometimes  in 
doubt, 

PEOPLE :  But  never  in 
despair. 

It’s  not  easy  to  repeat  those  words  from  2 
Corinthians  at  Woodside  UMC.  More 
than  10  percent  of  working-age  families 
in  the  congregation  have  experienced  job 
losses  this  year. 

Four  suddenly  became  jobless  on  June 
18  when  Republic  Steel  closed  its  plant 
doors.  Mr.  Marshall  was  one  of  them. 

Collapse  all  around 

Most  of  what  has  provided  identity  to 
many  of  the  residents  here  seems  to  be 
collapsing. 

The  South  Buffalo  neighborhood  is 
where  Mr.  Marshall  has  lived  for  more 
than  20  years.  Much  of  how  he  sees 
himself  is  tied  into  the  rich  tradition  of 
the  predominantly  Catholic,  European 
ethnic  neighborhood. 

But  the  neighborhood  is  the  home  of  the 
Bethlehem  and  Republic  Steel  plants. 
Republic  is  closed  and  Bethlehem  is 
limping  along  with  a  skeleton  work  force. 

From  Mr  Marshall’s  house,  he  can  see 
the  stacks  of  a  coking  plant  a  little  over  a 
block  away.  Steel  provided  the  money 
that  paid  the  mortgages  on  the  soot- 
stained  houses  in  South  Buffalo,  Steel 
supported  the  neighborhood  merchants. 
Steel  braced  the  spine  of  South  Buffalo’s 
independent,  proud,  blue-collar  charac¬ 
ter. 

Take  away  the  steel  and  South  Buffalo 
wobbles. 

But  Woodside  UMC  continues  to 


undergird  Mr.  Marshall.  That's  where  he 
and  Florence  were  married  21  years  ago 

“It’s  so  important  to  belong  to 
something  that  is  not  collapsing,  that  is 
permanent,”  he  said. 

"The  biggest  thing  the  church  can  do  is 
be  a  spiritual  source  for  its  members  and 
to  just  be  there.” 

Unfortunately,  United  Methodist 
churches  throughout  most  of  Buffalo 
have  been  severely  weakened  by  decades 
of  membership  loss,  says  the  Rev. 
Vernon  Bigler,  district  superintendent. 

Church  is  still  dependable 

Nonetheless,  the  church  is  a  much 
more  dependable  institution  now  than  the 
steel  industry. 

Despite  statements  to  the  contrary  by 
corporate  officials,  Mr.  Marshall  doesn’t 
believe  the  antiquated  Republic  mill  ever 
will  be  re-opened. 

That  view  is  supported  by  an  article  in 
a  September  issue  of  U.S.  News  &  World 
Report  estimating  that  more  than  one 
million  of  the  people  laid  off  in  heavy 
industry  since  1978  will  never  be  called 
back. 

Mr.  Marshall,  a  waste  water  system 
analyst,  said  he  feels  a  bit  protected 
psychologically  because  “I’ve  always 
been  a  realist  and  never  looked  for  the 
bright  cheerful  side  that  much.”  As  he 
talks,  he  often  smiles  in  a  detached  sort 
of  way  at  his  economic  predicament. 

Mr.  Marshall  said  he  sees  little  reason 
to  believe  moving  elsewhere  would  help 
him  since  the  market  is  glutted  with 
115,000  steelworkers  and  many  more 
skilled  persons  who  are  also  looking  for 
jobs.  At  least  he  has  a  house  here,  which 
he  doubts  he  could  sell  if  he  were  to  move. 


States  with  most  jobless 


Congregations  in  every  state 
probably  have  unemployed  persons 
who  may  need  their  help.  But 
congregations  in  the  following  states 
have  an  especially  big  challenge  in 
their  midst. 

This  list  dispels  any  thoughts  that 
the  Sun  Belt  states  are  immune  to 
massive  unemployment  (four  are 
listed)  or  that  Northeastern  states 
harbor  the  worst  economies  (none  are 
on  the  list). 

The  figures  represent  the 
percentage  of  the  work  force 
unsuccessfully  trying  to  find  a  job. 


Michigan 

Alabama 

Washington 

Ohio 

West  Virginia 

Illinois 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Indiana 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 


14.3% 

13.9% 

12.4% 

12.3% 

12.3% 

11.7% 

11.6% 

11.5% 

11.5% 

11.5% 

11.2% 


Supplied  by  U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
based  on  June  levels. 


Neighborhood  Business  Association  in  its 
area,  and  Mr.  French  is  on  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  South  Buffalo 
Community  Services  Association  which 
handles  federal  block  grants. 

“The  future  of  the  church .  is  to  be 
neighborhood  oriented,"  he  says.  “And 
the  future  of  redevelopment  of  our 
neighborhood  is  in  small  business.” 

Mr.  French  says  he  has  toured  the 
major  work  places  in  his  community  so 
he  better  can  understand  his 
parishioners. 

While  members  are  out  of  work, 
“we’re  trying  to  involve  them  in 
community-type  jobs,”  he  says.  “There 
is  no  pay,  but  the  jobs  help  them 
maintain  their  dignity.” 

In  that  line,  unemployed  and  retired 


members  were  utilized  at  church  camps 
during  the  summer. 

Another  way  to  help  unemployed 

members  is  to  ensure  that  the 

congregation  remains  a  viable  entity, 
Mr.  French  says.  It  can’t  do  that  if  it 
continues  the  pattern  of  the  last  15  years 
in  which  it  lost  half  its  membership,  he 
says.  “The  congregation  has  to  learn  to 
reach  out." 

Mr.  French  expresses  restrained 

optimism  that  the  United  Methodist 

churches  in  Buffalo  can  recover  some  of 
their  former  strength  and  provide  more 
significant  service  to  their  community 
now  that  the  urban  churches  are  showing 
much  more  interest  in  working  together 
toward  some  common  goals. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


WEST  BEIRUT,  Lebanon  —  Children  wander  the  streets  here,  many  without  parents  to  care  for  them,  as  a  result  of  the 
warfare  over  this  troubled  city  in  recent  weeks.  Relief  agencies  are  struggling  to  meet  their  needs  for  care,  food  and  shelter. 

CWS:  JOB  EBERSOLE  PHOTO 

$500,000  sought  for  Lebanon  relief 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodists  have 
nbt  responded  well  to  a  summer  appeal 
fdr  money  to  sponsor  relief  work  in 
Lebanon,  the  denomination’s  chief  relief 
official  told  the  Reporter  last  week. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  made  an  emergency 
request  three  months  ago  to  individuals 
and  congregations  to  send  $250,000  for  the 
war-torn  Mideast  nation. 

As  of  last  week,  however,  less  than 
$50,000,  had  been  received,  said  the  Rev. 
J.  Harry  Haines,  UMCOR  chief 
executive. 

“An  identical  appeal  for  Kampuchea 
(Camhodia)  at  another  time  raised  $5.5 


million,”  Mr.  Haines  said. 

The  situation  in  Lebanon  has 
deteriorated  so  much  that  the  appeal  has 
been  re-issued  and  increased  to  $500,000. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  UMC’s 
Council  of  Bishops  recently  passed  a 
resolution  urging  United  Methodists  to 
give  generously  to  the  appeal. 

“The  Advance  number  with  which  to 
identify  contributions  is  No.  640781,"  Mr. 
Haines  said.  The  words  “Lebanon 
Emergency  Appeal”  also  should  be 
included,  said  Mr.  Haines,  who  is  located 
at  475  Riverside  Dr.,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115. 

Mr.  Haines  said  the  initial  appeal  “got 
lost  in  the  summer  shuffle.  Ostensibly  all 


PM- 


A  shutdown  coking  plant  stands  at  the  edge  of  Tom  and  Florence  Marshall’s  neighborhood  as  a  constant  symbol  ol  the  steel 
industry’s  dire  straits  and  Tom’s  unemployment. 


As  his  unemployment  compensation 
runs  out,  he  said,  he  probably  will  settle 
for  a  job  at  minimum  wage— $3.40. 

“Sure,  I  don’t  like  the  idea  of  a  cut  in 
pay  at  age  40.”  But  he  and  Mrs.  Marshall 
said  the  values  they  have  as  Christians 
have  helped  them  through  this  difficult 
time  because  they  don’t  measure  their 
worth  by  material  things. 

LEADER:  For  this  reason  we 
never  become  discouraged. 

Even  though  our  physical 
being  is  gradually  decaying, 
PEOPLE:  Yet  our  spiritual 
being  is  renewed  day  after 
day. 

LEADER :  For  we  fix  our 
attention,  not  on  things  that 
are  seen,  but  on  things  that 
are  unseen. 

PEOPLE:  What  can  be  seen 
lasts  only  for  a  time,  but 
what  cannot  be  seen  lasts 
forever. 

Lifestyle  changes  necessity 
During  the  ’70s  the  church  taught 
simplicity  as  an  alternative  lifestyle, 
Mrs.  Marshall  said. 


“Now,  it  is  a  necessity.” 

The  trauma  of  these  times  is  blunted 
somewhat  by  the  Marshalls’  decision  in 
earlier  years  to  maintain  a  more  modest 
lifestyle  in  South  Buffalo  even  though 
they  could  have  afforded  to  move  to  a 
suburb,  they  said. 

Tears  welled  momentarily  in  Mrs. 
Marshall’s  eyes  as  she  expressed 
concern  for  her  two  children,  both  at 
home  and  struggling  to  stay  in  college. 

The  adults  will  adjust,  she  said, 
because  “we  had  hard  times  when  we 
grew  up  and  were  first  married.  ”  But  the 
children  never  have  known  anything  but 
increasing  prosperity,  she  said. 

Like  many  of  the  la  id-off  steelworkers, 
Mr.  Marshall  has  a  wife  who  still  has  a 
job.  This  year,  she  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  personal  banking  advisor  at 
the  bank  where  she  has  worked  for  20 
years. 

Barbara  French,  the  pastor’s  wife  at 
Woodside  UMC  noted  that  this 
phenomenon  has  been  difficult  for 
women  in  the  church.  “Some  of  them  say 
they  always  have  thought  of  their  jobs  as 
supplementary.  Now  they  are  feeling  a 
lot  more  pressure  as  theirs  is  the  only 
paycheck.” 


CRAIG  FRENCH  PHOTO 

Mr.  Marshall  said  he  feels  he  “can 
handle”  his  wife  being  the  sole  breadwin¬ 
ner.  He  spends  his  time  looking  for  a  job, 
learning  to  cook,  grocery  shopping  and 
attending  a  lot  of  business  meetings  at 
the  church. 

On  the  recent  Sunday  morning  at 
Woodside,  a  cool  breeze  blew  through  the 
open  windows.  It  carried  just  a  whiff  of 
the  sulphur  dioxide  odor  that  is  often 
much  stronger  in  steel  towns.  The  air 
definitely  is  cleaner  with  a  moribund 
steel  industry.  Perhaps  the  promised 
society  with  few  industrial  jobs  and  more 
in  high  technology  will  be  a  better  one. 
Without  a  job  right  now,  that’s  a  difficult 
concept  for  Mr  Marshall  and  other  un¬ 
employed  persons  in  the  congregation  to 
appreciate. 

A  trio  sang  "Peace  Be  Still”  from  the 
account  in  Mark  of  Jesus  calming  the 
sea.  Mr.  French  preached  from  the  Luke 
account : 

“We'd  have  a  lot  less  problem  with 
miracles  if  we  could  just  see  one.”  The 
young  minister  advised  his  much  older 
congregation  that  miracles  follow  faith, 
not  vice  versa.  “Where  is  your  faith  in 
the  boat  right  now?  Where  is  your  faith  in 
your  church  and  in  your  community?” 


Group  called  ‘ most  vulnerable ’ 

‘White-collar’  members  aided 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BETHEL  PARK,  Pa.  -  When  leaders 
of  the  3,000-member  Christ  UMC  in  this 
Pittsburgh  suburb  realized  that  their 
predominantly  white-collar  congregation 
was  being  hit  hard  by  the  deteriorating 
economy,  they  offered  a  little  bit  of 
everything. 

“We  saw  people  in  different  situations, 
so  we  thought  we’d  send  up  balloons  and 
see  what  drew  participants,”  said  the 
Rev.  Jim  Gilchrist,  associate  minister. 

Among  the  offerings : 

•  A  discussion  and  support  group 
which  meets  regularly  for  breakfast  so 
that  unemployed  persons  —  and  those 
who  are  working  again  —  can  share  ideas 
and  resources  and  talk  about  feelings 
concerning  employment  issues ; 

•  Help  with  producing,  copying  and 
distributing  resumes ; 

•  Job  listings  at  the  church. 
Unemployed  members  file  their 
resumes.  (Persons  who  believe  they  are 
facing  layoffs  and  those  wanting  to  make 
mid-career  changes  are  included).  Other 
members  of  the  church  who  may  be 
employers  or  know  employers  use  the 
file  for  job  references.  In  addition,  the  church 
collects  information  on  job  openings : 


•  Referrals.  Staff  members  put 
persons  in  contact  with  professionals 
who  can  help  them  with  financial 
management  (delayed  payments  to 
creditors,  borrowing  on  insurance 
policies,  etc.),  with  individual  and  family 
counseling  (overcoming  stress  and  other 
problems  sometimes  generated  by 
unemployment),  and  with  job  search 
skills; 

•  Books  and  articles  in  the  church 
library  on  different  aspects  of 
employment  and  job  hunting ; 

•  Workshops  presented  occasionally  on 
local  employment  prospects  and  other 
areas  of  interest; 

•  Emergency  financial  assistance. 
Help  in  identifying  and  applying  to 
programs  of  assistance,  plus  some  very 
limited  resources  from  the  church; 

•  Pastoral  care  for  families ; 

•  Advocacy  with  state  and  local 
officials  regarding  individual  situations, 
as  well  as  legislative  initiative  in  job- 
related  areas. 

Mr.  Gilchrist  emphasized  that  the 
church’s  program  is  flexible.  It  can  be 
constantly  changed  and  molded  to  the 
needs  of  the  congregation. 

“I  think  low  and  middle-level,  white- 


collar  workers  are  the  most  vulnerable 
psychologically  to  layoffs  and  have  the 
least  resources  to  combat  their 
problems,"  said  Mr.  Gilchrist  who  grew 
up  in  a  blue-collar,  steel  mill  family. 

“White-collar  people  have  much  more 
panic  of  failing.  Much  more  of  their  self- 
image  is  tied  to  their  job.”  Steelworkers 
fired  on  the  basis  of  seniority  can  emerge 
with  much  of  their  pride  intact,  he 
suggested,  while  white-collar  workers 
always  have  the  feeling  that  if  they'd 
done  a  little  better,  somebody  else  and 
not  they  would  have  been  laid  off. 

—  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Sharpen  the 
skills  of  your 
Bible  study 
teachers  with.. 


Stops  to  be  pulled  for 
‘circuit  rider’  stamp 


the  bishops  called  on  their  pastors  to 
relay  the  request  to  their  congregations. 
But  we  have  found  that  most 
congregations  didn’t  hear  about  it.” 

Mr.  Haines  said  efforts  to  enlist  United 
Methodists'  support  for  the  Mideast  often 
are  hampered  by  members’  “terrifying 
ignorance  of  the  fact  that  a  large 
Christian  community  lives  there  — 
perhaps  nine  to  11  million.  UMCOR  has 
been  in  the  Mideast  for  20  years  in  long¬ 
term  agricultural  development 
assistance  made  possible  by  the  efforts 
of  Mideast  churches,”  he  said.  (See 
Reporter,  Oct.  1  for  description  of  the 
diversity  of  Lebanon’s  large  Christian 
population.) 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS  —  A  national  campaign 
featuring  petitions,  cards,  letters, 
Mailgrams,  telephone  calls  and  personal 
visits  is  being  launched  on  behalf  of  a 
proposed  U.S.  stamp  to  commemorate 
the  bicentennial  of  American 
Methodism. 

The  small  group  coordinating  United 
Methodism’s  part  of  the  bicentennial 
celebration  learned  here  Sept.  29  that  the 
Postal  Service’s  Citizens  Stamp 
Advisory  Committee  turned  down  the 
stamp  request  in  July. 

But  that  is  not  the  final  answer, 
according  to  the  Rev.  William  Quick  of 
Detroit,  who  chairs  the  task  force 
arranging  various  commemorative 
items.  Dr.  Quick  favored  “pulling  out  all 
the  stops"  to  flood  the  committee  and 
selected  members  of  the  U.S.  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  with  support 
for  the  “circuit  rider”  stamp. 

The  United  Methodist  bicentennial 
committee’s  executive  committee,  by 
common  consent,  approved  Dr.  Quick's 
suggestion  that  petitions  be  drafted 
quickly  and  sent  to  all  district 
superintendents  in  the  denomination. 
The  superintendents  would  be  asked  to 
solicit  signatures  to  the  pro-stamp 
petitions  while  making  their  annual 
rounds  to  conduct  charge  conferences  in 
local  churches  this  fall  and  winter. 

Copies  of  the  pro-stamp  petition  also 
are  to  be  sent  to  bicentennial  “inter¬ 
preters"  who  have  been  named  in  some 
50  of  the  73  annual  conferences  at  the 
request  of  the  bicentennial  committee 
and  to  annual  conference  council  on 
ministries’  directors. 

Bishop  Marjorie  Mathews  of  the 
Wisconsin  Area  is  to  contact  Postmaster 
General  William  Bolger  on  behalf  of  the 
commemorative  stamp  proposal. 

Dr.  Quick  suggested  that  individual 
cards  or  letters  be  addressed  to  United 
Methodist  members  of  the  Senate 


Committee  on  Banking,  Housing  and 
Urban  Affairs.  They  are  Sen.  Donald  W 
Riegle  Jr.  of  Michigan,  Room  1207 
Dirksen  Senate  Office  Building, 
Washington,  DC  20510;  Sen.  John  Tower 
of  Texas,  Russell  Senate  Office  Building, 
Room  142,  Washington  20510;  Sen.  Jim 
Sasser  of  Tennessee,  Russell  building. 
Room  260,  Sen.  Harrison  Schmitt  of  New 
Mexico,  Dirksen  building,  Room  5313, 
and  Sen.  Richard  Lugar  of  Indiana, 
Dirksen  building,  Room  1113. 

Similar  requests  could  be  addressed, 
Dr.  Quick  said,  to  Jack  Williams, 
Secretary,  Citizens  Stamp  Advisory 
Committee,  U.S.  Postal  Service,  c/o 
Stamp  Development  Branch,  475 
L’Enfant  Plaza  SW,  Washington,  DC 
20260. 

Dr.  Quick  recommended  that  letters 
supporting  the  commemorative  stamp 
point  out  that  no  such  stamp  has  been 
issued  honoring  America’s  pioneer 
preachers. 

“We  can  encourage  the  issuance  of  a 
postage  stamp  which  would  honor  the 
pioneer  preacher  who  was  a  leading 
influence  in  the  westward  development 
of  the  nation  and  its  people,  ”  he  said. 

The  stamp  and  all-out  efforts  to  get  it 
approved  dominated  the  group’s  meeting 
here.  But  other  projects  aimed  at 
celebrating  United  Methodism’s  ,200th 
year  in  1984  and  at  joining  with  other 
Methodist  bodies  in  this  country  and  in 
Great  Britain  as  a  part  of  that 
celebration  were  reviewed. 

These  include  a  broadcast-quality 
bicentennial  film;  other  media  events, 
possibly  a  television  program,  a 
denomination  wide  contest  to  select  a 
bicentennial  hymn,  a  special  Sunday 
evening  program  May  6  at  the  1984 
General  Conference  in  Baltimore;  sales 
of  various  items,  including  actual-size 
reproductions  of  the  old  Cokesbury 
College  bell  for  $1,984  and  miniatures  of 
the  same  bell  for  $19.84,  and  study  books 
and  other  curricular  and  study  items. 


Church  Bible  Study 
Handbook 

Robin  Maas.  With  the  help  of 
this  exciting  new  handbook, 
ministers  and  other  church  leaders 
can  help  develop  truly  effective 
Bible  teachers.  Robin  Maas  makes 
this  possible  by  developing  a  totally 
different  Bible  study  experience— 
the  dialogue  model.  In  it,  the  Bible 
has  the  first  word,  the  faith  com¬ 
munity  listens  and  responds,  and 
the  Spirit  has  the  last  word. 

Ms.  Maas  utilizes  a  wide  range 
of  available  resources  in  addition 
to  recommending  the  lectionary'  for 
both  preaching  and  clergy-lay 
study.  Examples  of  an  exegetical 
study  process  are  provided,  along 
with  techniques  for  disciplined 
discussion.  $9.95,  paper 


Order  from  your  local  bookstore  or 

Abingdon 

201  Eighth  Ave  So  Box  SOI  Nashville  TN  37202 


I 


“Stylistic  power,  subtlety 
and  originality  .  .  ♦  have 
placed  Frederick  Buechner 
in  the  front  ranks  of 
American  writers,  > } 

—  The  New  York  Times 


The  Final  Beast 

A  Novel 

"Comprehensive,  powerful,  and 
deeply  felt."  —St.  Louis  Post 
Dispatch.  "Offers  a  religious  inter¬ 
pretation  of  contemporary 
American  experience,  expands 
our  areas  of  consciousness,  and 
widens  the  perspectives  of  the 
American  novel ...  a  genuine  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  serious  fiction  of 
faith."  —Saturday  Review  $10.95* 


Wishful  Thinking 

A  Theological  ABC 

"Excellent .  .  .  far  above  com¬ 
monplace  religion  books  . .  An 
artist  is  at  work  here  in  the 
vineyard  of  theology,  a  wit  with 
wisdom."  —Edmund  Fuller,  The 
New  York  Times  Book  Review. 
"Thoughtful,  spirited,  entertaining 
...  a  dictionary  for  doubters  and 
restless  believers."  —Chicago 
Tribune  $8.95* 


Peculiar  Treasures 

A  Biblical  Who’s  Who 

"Delightful  .  .  .  Bible  characters, 
great  and  small,  come  alive  in  the 
world  and  idiom  of  the  twentieth 
century."  —Buffalo  Courier  Ex¬ 
press.  "Deft  and  imaginative." 
—Kirkus  Reviews  S  10.95* 


Telling  the  Truth 

The  Gospel  as  Tragedy, 
Comedy  &  Fairy  Tale 

"Stunning.  One  of  the  boldest, 
most  effective  evocations  of  the 
humanity,  the  down-to-earth, 
present-day  reality  of  the  Gospel's 
message  possible  to  imagine." 
—The  San  Francisco  Chronicle- 
Examiner.  "Imaginative  and  lively." 
—Bookviews  $9.95* 


The  Sacred  Journey 

"Fascinating  .  .  .  striking  ...  a 
beautifully  successful 
experiment."  —Reynolds  Price, 

The  New  York  Times  Book  Review. 
"A  singularly  graceful  synthesis  of 
memoir  and  theological  explana¬ 
tion  .  .  .  The  persistent  core 
metaphor  is  'journey':  in 
Buechner's  case,  a  life-process 
defined  bv  revelations  of  what  he 
comes  to  acknowledge  of  divine 
goodness  and  power  .  .  Entranc¬ 
ing  theologically  and  poetically 
rich."  —The  Washington  Post  Book 
World  $9.95* 
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Women’s  group  marks  10th 

Status  and  Role  celebrates  gains  in  first  decade 


MADISON,  Wis.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodism’s  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  observed  its 
10th  birthday  during  the  annual  meeting 
here  in  late  September. 

A  letter  from  Thelma  Stevens  of 
Asheville,  N.C.,  one  of  those  who  worked 
to  make  the  commission  possible, 
reminded  participants  that  the  women  of 
Methodism  had  waited  almost  200  years 
for  a  “ male-clergy-oriented  church  to 
admit  that  women,  too,  must  become 
‘fully  equal’  in  every  phase  of  its  life. 

“These  10  years  have  made  visible  the 
beginnings  of  change,”  wrote  Ms. 
Stevens,  “that  point  toward  equal  justice 
and  full  participation  of  both  lay  and 
clergy  women.” 

Accomplishments  noted 

Nancy  Grissom  Self,  a  member  of  the 
three-woman  secretariat  who  has  been 
on  the  staff  the  entire  10  years,  said  she 
considers  the  “major  accomplishments” 
for  United  Methodist  women  are  the 
election  of  a  woman  bishop,  a  woman 
general  secretary  heading  a  national 
church  board,  three  conference  council 
directors  and  nine  district 
superintendents.  “None  of  these  existed 
when  we  began,”  she  said. 

The  commission  particularly 
celebrated  its  unique  work  style  of 
government  by  consensus  and  its  three- 
woman  collegial  secretariat  which 
shares  the  responsibilities  and  authority 
traditionally  vested  in  a  lone  executive  at 
the  top  of  a  pyramid. 

The  commission  members  also 
celebrated  the  diversity  of  their 
membership,  which  includes  all  the 
church’s  racial  and  ethnic  minorities, 
youth,  lay  women  and  men,  clergy 
women  and  men. 

Buoyed  by  congratulatory  letters, 
the  46-member  commission  celebrated 


by  lighting  10  candles  on  a  giant  cake  — 
each  candle  symbolic  of  a  year’s 
highlights.  Among  those  noted  were: 

1972  —  the  commission  organized  in 
September  in  Cleveland; 

1974  —  a  talent  bank  started  to  identify 
qualified  women  for  church  positions 
(this  eventually  changed  to  publicizing 
job  openings ) ; 

1975  —  the  first  clergy  women’s 
consultation  co-sponsored  with  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  ; 

1976  —  60  annual  conferences  had 
organized  commissions  by  the  end  of  the 
first  quadrennium  and  “Images:  Women 
in  Transition"  was  published  in 
consultation  with  the  Upper  Room.  Also, 
the  commission  moved  from  a  two- 
person  to  a  three-person  secretariat; 

1977  —  in  support  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  adopted  a  policy  of  not 
holding  meetings  in  states  which  had  not 
ratified  the  amendment ; 

1978  —  targeted  issues  of  women  of 
color  in  joint  effort  with  the  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  ; 

1979  —  second  clergy  women’s 
consultation  drew  600  women  to  Dallas; 
the  petition  to  General  Conference  on 
God-language  formulated  ; 

1980  —  racism/sexism  emphasis 
continued;  reception  for  first  woman 
bishop,  Marjories.  Matthews. 

Other  milestones  were  the  election  of 
the  first  clergy  woman  delegate  to 
General  Conference  in  1976,  the  proposal 
to  put  clergy  women  on  boards  and 
agencies,  identifying  and  publicizing 
themes  of  oppression,  calling  the  church’s 
attention  to  the  importance  of  inclusive 
language  in  worship,  and  alternative 
styles  of  participation  in  annual  confer¬ 
ence  Commissions  On  Women. 

In  a  closing  worship  service  they 
prayed  for  "empowerment  to  move  into 


the  second  decade.  ”  Barbara  Thompson 
of  Washington,  former  chairperson,  chal¬ 
lenged  each  member  to  serve  as  an 
advocate  for  justice,  a  catalyst  for 
inclusiveness  and  a  monitor  for 
implementation.  God  is  leading  us,  the 
journey  must  go  on.” 

The  commission  is  led  by  Chairperson 
Carolyn  Henninger  Oehler  of  Elgin,  Ill., 
and  a  secretariat  composed  of  Kiyoko 
Kasai  Fujiu,  Trudie  Kibbe  Preciphs  and 
Nancy  Grissom  Self. 

Boycott  called  off 

In  business  sessions,  the  commission: 

•  Noted  that  efforts  to  pass  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  had  failed  and  called 
off  its  boycott  of  states  that  failed  to 
ratify; 

•  Decided  to  request  $5,500  in  World 
Service  contingency  funds  to  conduct  an 
inquiry  into  “allegations  of  sexual 
discrimination  at  UM-related  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology.”  The  goal 
of  the  inquiry  is  to  gather  data  on 
employment  practices,  attitudes  and 
behavior  within  the  seminary 
community  that  may  have  a 
discriminatory  effect  against  women. 
The  inquiry  is  expected  to  benefit  all  13 
UM-related  seminaries. 

The  commission  said  the  inquiry  is 
unique  in  that  it  is  in  response  to 
allegations  from  several  sources. 
Previous  inquiries  have  come  from 
individuals  and  did  not  involve  a 
comprehensive  inquiry  into  systems  that 
may  be  discriminatory.  * 

•  Adopted  a  policy  for  the  commission 
which  states  that  “harassment  of  one 
employee  by  another,  including 
derogatory  remarks,  racial  or  ethnic 
innuendoes,  sexually  oriented  actions  or 
other  activity  which  tends  to  defame, 
ridicule,  intimidate  or  embarrass  an 
employee”  will  not  be  tolerated. 


history  conference  in  Cincinnati  in  1980 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

It  is  a  fascinating  collection  that  should 
be  of  considerable  interest  to  anyone  who 
cares  about  United  Methodist  history. 

Kathryn  Kish  Sklar’s  keynote  address 
from  the  Cincinnati  event  surveys  the 
history  written  about  American  women 
in  religion  in  the  past  15  years  or  so  and 
analyzes  five  stages  of  increasing  sophis¬ 
tication  in  the  use  of  the  historian’s  tools. 

Some  will  be  surprised 

Many  readers  will  be  surprised  to 
learn,  from  Earle  Kent  Brown’s 
contribution,  the  extent  to  which  John 
Wesley  made  use  of  women  to  “travel  the 
connection”  and  perform  tasks  of 
ministry  in  the  early  years  of  the 
Methodist  movement  —  though  care  was 
taken  to  use  the  terms  “testimony,” 
“exhortation"  and  “expounding”  to 
make  clear  that  women  were  not 
actually  engaged  in  the  inappropriate 
activity  of  preaching! 

Nancy  Hardesty’s  essay  details  how 
early  Holiness  leader  Phoebe  Palmer 
and  reformer  Frances  Willard  justified 
preaching  by  women  —  Palmer  by 
appeals  to  the  Pentecost  passages  from 
the  Book  of  Acts,  Willard  by  portraying 
pastoral  tasks  as  “motherly  work”  that 
would  “make  the  whole  world 
homelike.”  Martha  Scott’s  study  relating 
Georgia  Harkness’  social  activism  to  her 
mysticism  notes  that  homosexuality  was 
the  only  “question  of  human  justice  she 
did  not  take  to  the  press”  and  suggests 
that  this  may  have  been  because  the 
noted  lay  theologian  “feared  rumors 
regarding  her  30-year  friendship  with  her 
housemate,  Verna  Miller.” 

The  name  Winifred  Chappell  may  be 
little  known  to  many  of  today’s  United 
Methodist  social  activists  on  the  left,  but 
Miriam  Crist’s  essay  on  Chappell’s  work 
as  journalist  with  the  Methodist 


the  church 


today . . . 

%s 


trace  role  of  women  in  Methodist  history 


Federation  for  Social  Service  (which  in 
later  years  became  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action)  is  an  eye¬ 
opening  look  at  the  early  radicalism  of 
that  organization  and  Chappell’s  long- 
underrated  contribution  to  it.  (From 
Crist's  paper,  one  may  also  conclude  that 
the  Methodist  Federation  was  a  far  more 
influential  organization  in  those  early 
years  than  it  is  today.) 

Women  gain  role  as  leaders 

One  section  of  the  volume  that  should 
interest  historians  *of  all  churches 
consists  of  five  studies  tracing  the 
history  of  women’s  acquisition  of 
leadership  and  rights  in  denominations 
that  make  up  the  Methodist  tradition. 
The  stories  parallel  one  another  at 
several  points,  though  the  various 


traditions  moved  at  different  rates  in 
according  women  full  laity  rights  and 
eventually  clergy  rights.  Often  women 
first  gained  influence  in  the  church 
through  separate  “women’s  work”  — 
building  financially  powerful  and 
effective  women’s  missionary 
associations.  The  saddest  story  here  is 
Virginia  Shadron’s  account  of  the  power 
play  that  resulted  in  depriving  women  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  of 
authority  over  their  own  foreign  and 
home  mission  societies. 

Two  informative  papers  focus  on  the 
anti-saloon  crusades  led  by  women  in  the 
19th  century.  Contributions  of  ethnic 
minority  women  are  detailed  in  essays 
on  Korean  women  in  Hawaii;  on 
Hispanic  clergy  wives;  and  on  19th 
century  women  preachers  in  the  African 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Clarence  Newsome’s  biographical 
piece  on  Mary  McLeod  Bethune  sees  the 
black  educator’s  style  of  leadership  as 
one  that  blended  a  charismatic  spirit 
with  a  pragmatic  politics  of  compromise. 

Historians  will  appreciate  “Women  in 
New  Worlds,"  but  this  very  readable 
volume  will  be  enjoyed  equally  by  the 
nonspecialist  reader.  It  would  make  an 
excellent  study  book  for  adult  church 
school  classes,  study  groups,  or  women’s 
circles,  and  could  well  serve  to  spark  an 
interest  on  the  part  of  readers  in  delving 
into  the  history  of  the  forgotten  forebears 
of  their  own  local  church. 

Ms.  Lyles,  a  former  associate  editor  of 
The  Christian  Century,  is  an  active  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  who  lives  in  Glendale,  Calif. 


Human  sexuality  studies 
now  available  for  UMs 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  United  Meth¬ 
odist  curriculum  resources  on  human 
sexuality  are  available  for  all  ages, 
according  to  the  Rev.  H.  Claude  Young 
Jr.,  editor  of  church  school  publications 
for  the  denomination. 

The  resources  were  developed  in 
response  to  a  mandate  from  the  1976 
General  Conference  which  asked  that 
study  units  on  human  sexuality  be  made 
available  for  all  age  levels. 

Dr.  Young  said  the  church’s  “Social 
Principles”  set  the  biblical  and 
theological  mood  and  tone  for  the 
resources.  The  statement  on  human 
sexuality  begins:  “We  recognize  that 
sexuality  is  a  good  gift  of  God,  and  we 
believe  persons  may  be  fully  human  only 
when  that  gift  is  acknowledged  and  affirmed 
by  themselves,  the  church,  and  society.” 

"Affirming  Sexuality  in  Christian 
Adulthood"  is  the  study  resource  for 
adults  and  “Sex  and  Sexuality:  A 
Christian  Understanding’’  is  the 
resource  for  junior  highs.  Both  resources 
will  be  available  in  December. 


Churches  credited  with  nuclear  freeze  resolutions 


MADISON,  Wis.  (UMNS)  -  Wisconsin 
voters  approved  a  nuclear  freeze  by  a 
vote  of  3  to  1  in  a  state-wide  referendum 
Sept.  14th  and  the  churches  were  termed 
the  key  group  in  getting  the  referendum 
passed. 

Representative  Midge  Miller,  a 
member  of  University  United  Methodist 
Church  here,  made  the  motion  to  the 
State  Assembly  to  put  the  freeze 
resolution  on  the  ballot,  according  to  her 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Thomas  O.  Garnhart. 
"United  Methodists  were  involved  in 


many  places,"  he  said. 

One  of  the  beautiful  things  about  the 
vote  was  that  the  resolution  passed  in 
every  county  in  Wisconsin,  so  it  was  not 
a  case  of  a  liberal  college  town  with  an 
overwhelming  vote  that  wiped  out  the 
negative  votes  elsewhere,”  he  said. 

While  only  25  percent  of  the  state's 
registered  voters  turned  out,  this  was  5 
percentage  points  higher  than  in  a  usual 
primary.  Many  came  to  vote  on  the 
referendum  urging  the  Federal 
Government  to  “work  vigorously  to 


negotiate  a  mutual  nuclear  weapons 
moratorium  and  reduction,  with 
appropriate  verification,  with  the  Soviet 
Union  and  other  nations.” 

“Wisconsin  was  the  first  state  to  hold  a 
state-wide  referendum,”  the  United 
Methodist  pastor  pointed  out.  Eight  other 
states  have  it  on  the  ballot  in  November. 

“We  wanted  to  send  a  message  to  the 
leaders  of  our  country  but  also  to  the 
world  that  the  people  of  the  U.S.  aren’t 
warmongers,”  he  added. 


Volunteers 
work  in  N.  C. 


HAYESVILLE,  N.  C.  -  United 
Methodism’s  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center 
brought  teams  of  youth  to  Clay  County 
this  summer  to  serve  older  adults  and 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions 
through  its  Hinton  Youth  Volunteer 
program. 

Teams  made  up  of  five  youth  plus  a 
counselor  repaired  porches,  painted 
houses,  cleared  away  brush,  removed 
and  cleaned  storm  windows  and  made 
life  safer  and  more  comfortable  for 
approximately  40  families,  according  to 
Marsha  Davis,  program  assistant. 

Hinton  volunteers,  who  were 
predominantly  from  cities,  participated 
in  the  center’s  “Colony  of  the 
Concerned”  program.  As  a  part  of  this 
program,  they  tended  and  helped  harvest 
the  Hinton  vegetable  garden.  “Give  us 
this  day  our  daily  bread,”  took  on  new 
meaning  for  them,  Ms.  Davis  said. 


Liberian  to  interpret 
Africa  development  fund 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Ida  Brooks  of 
Monrovia,  Liberia,  a  former  officer  in 
the  West  Africa  Central  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  will  be  a 
mission  interpreter  to  U.S.  churches 
during  the  next  nine  months,  explaining 
the  Africa  Church  Growth  and 
Development  Fund. 

Having  studied 
public  health 
nursing  in  New 
Mexico,  Ms.  Brooks 
will  share  her 
knowledge  of  lead¬ 
ership  training  and 
evangelism  proj¬ 
ects  in  the  Liberian 
church  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  where 
the  fund  monies  Ida  Brooks 
will  go.  Requests  for  her  to  speak  should 
go  to  Beverly  Judge.  Room  1312,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York  10115. 


Essays 

Women  in  New  Worlds:  Historical 
Perspectives  on  the  Wesleyan  Tradition, 
Edited  by  Hilah  F.  Thomas  and 
Rosemary  Skinner  Keller.  Abingdon.  445 
pages,  $l2.95  paperback. 

By  JEAN  CAFFE Y  LYLES 

Traditionally,  historians  have  focused 
their  attention  on  the  public  worlds  of 
power;  they  have  written  of  kings  and 
politicians,  wars  and  governments, 
elections  and  laws,  prominent  thinkers 
and  doers. 

According  to  historian  Donald  G. 
Mathews  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  the  “new  social  history”  is 
redressing  an  imbalance  and  studying 
the  way  ordinary  people  lived  in  past 
centuries  —  and  what  becomes  more  and 
more  clear  is  the  previously  ignored 
significance  of  women  in  history. 

For  though  the  women  were  there  all 
along,  historians  saw  them  only  “as  they 
entered  the  limelight  of  traditional  power 
or  as  they  appeared  in  close  association 
with  their  husbands.  .  .  the  vast  majority 
remained  invisible  because  they  were 
not  important  —  that  is,  they  were  not 
powerful.” 

But  new  studies  are  giving  attention  to 
women  in  the  work  force,  the  private 
sphere  and  the  public  sphere,  says  Dr. 
Mathews.  He  quotes  feminist  historians 
who  believe  that  women’s  increasing 
ability  to  “control  their  own  fertility 
is.  .  .  one  of  the  central  facts  of  their 
history”  —  for  the  “power  to  control 
events”  is  important  in  the  domestic  as 
well  as  the  public  sphere. 

Sometimes  even  the  public  lives  of 
women  were  given  little  attention  by 
traditional  historians  because  they  were 
confined  to  a  separate  sphere  of 
“women’s  work”  in  church  or  voluntary 
organization,  where  a  powerful  woman 
leader’s  constituency  was  entirely  female. 

Dr.  Mathews’s  essay,  “Women’s 
History /Everyone’s  History,”  is  one  of  20 
articles  in  this  volume,  selected  from  58 
papers  presented  at  a  women’s  church 


which  first  approved  the  creation  of  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Below,  leaders  of  the  Women  s  Caucus 
present  their  case  for  a  commission.  Second  from  the  right  is  Nancy  Grissom  Self,  a 
member  of  the  commission’s  three-woman  secretariat. 

1972  REPORTER  PHOTOS  BY  CHARLES  CHAMBERS 


Book  Review 


HAYESVILLE.  N.C.  —  Youth  from  seven  different  areas  came  here  this  summer 
for  work,  worship,  programs  and  recreation  through  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center’s  youth 
volunteer  program. 


Educator’s  fellowship 
tries  new  approach 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The  Christian 
Educators  Fellowship  (CEF),  a  national 
United  Methodist  organization  known  for 
its  popular  and  innovative  biennial  con¬ 
ferences,  is  trying  a  new  approach. 

Instead  of  one  large  national 
gathering,  it  will  host  “one  national  con¬ 
ference  in  five  locations”  beginning 
early  in  October.  Purpose  of  the  shift, 
said  CEF  staff  executive  R.  Harold 
Hipps,  is  to  put  the  national  conference 
closer  to  more  constituents. 

The  fellowship  of  professional  Chris¬ 
tian  educators  has  held  a  national  con¬ 
ference  every  other  year  since  1968, 
never  involving  more  than  a  fourth  of  its 
4.000  potential  members. 
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Annual  Meeting  of  United  Methodist  Women  Draws  700 

ij  EMLC  Convocation  Workshop  A  Success  United  Methodist  WomenMeet 


Around  The  Conference 


Alexandria  District  Financial 
Planning  Seminar  Held 


September  27  was  the  date  and  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria 
was  the  location  of  the  Alexandria 
District  Financial  Planning  Seminar. 
Leading  the  seminar  were  Dr.  J.  J. 
Caraway,  Executive  Director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  and  Greg  0’Quin, 
Alexandria  attorney. 

Discussion  centered  around  estate 
planning,  wills,  gift  annuities,  trusts, 
pooled  income  funds,  and  using  life 
insurance  and  income  tax  laws  to 
increase  one’s  gift  to  the  church. 
Great  emphasis  was  directed  to  the 
premise  that  one  does  not  have  to  be 


wealthy  in  order  to  leave  a  gift  to  the 
church.  Encouragement  was  given  to 
the  idea  of  all  United  Methodists 
leaving  in  their  will  a  proportionate 
amount  of  their  estate  to  charitable 
causes. 

One  important  suggestion  was 
made  that  such  a  seminar  might  be 
brought  to  individual  churches  by  way 
of  video  tape  or  the  satellite  facilities. 

If  you  have  any  questions 
concerning  holding  a  seminar  event  at 
your  church  or  in  your  district, 
contact  your  District  Superintendent 
and/or  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  P.  0.  Box 
3057,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70821. 


When  People  Are 
Informed  They  Respond 


hearing  the  term  “communication 
gap.’’  This  is  a  problem  many  times 
between  the  local  church  and  many  of 
our  Conference  Institutions.  Such  was 
the  case  between  Ingleside  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Hughes  United 
Methodist  Center. 

Hughes  Center  is  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  at  work  in  the  Eden  Park 
area  of  Baton  Rouge,  the  greatest 
poverty  pocket  in  the  city.  The  Center 
operates  a  licensed  Day  Care  Center, 
a  Senior  Citizens  program,  a  Summer 
Recreation  program  and  helps  people 
in  need  of  food,  clothing  and  housing. 

When  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  District,  called  a 
group  of  us  together  and  told  us  that 
the  Center  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
financial  crisis,  the  members  of  the 
Hughes  Board  at  Ingleside  did  some 


very  simple  things.  We  first  took  a 
Communion  offering  on  September 
5th,  and  our  Congregation  gave  $779. 
The  DMA  Fellowship  gave  $200  and 
one  of  the  UMW  Circles  has  given  $100 
after  hearing  the  appeal  at  church. 

We  then  called  the  Hughes  Center 
to  find  some  specific  things  the  Center 
could  use.  So  far,  our  Congregation 
has  given  a  black  and  white  portable 
T.V.,  toys,  and  supplies  for  the  Day 
Care  Center  and  specific  food  items 
which  we  plan  to  collect  on  a  regular 
monthly  basis. 

All  this  is  over  and  above  our 
regular  outreach  program.  It 
happened  because  the  “communica¬ 
tion  gap”  was  closed.  When  United 
Methodists  are  informed  of  a  need, 
they  respond  enthusiastically. 

The  Reverend  Fred  Shirley  is  the 
pastor  at  Ingleside  United  Methodist 
Church. 


New  Orleans /Slidell 
United  Methodist  Men  Meet 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  held  a  banquet 
earlier  this  month  at  which  the  National  President  of  the  United  Methodist 
Men,  Ken  Weatherford,  was  the  featured  speaker.  Officers  who  attended  the 
banquet  are  pictured  below. 


Left  to  Right:  Ofney  Ellis,  State  Treasurer;  Sam  Poplus,  Chairman  of  the 
State  Nominating  Committee;  Ken  Weatherford,  National  President; 
Wadsworth  Davis,  State  Vice  President  and  Mark  Solomon,  State  Program 
Director.  porter  s  photo  news 

A  New  Twist  for 
132nd  Homecoming 


Arcadia  United  Methodist  Church, 
Arcadia,  La.,  held  its  132nd 
Homecoming  Celebration  on 
September  5,  1982.  The  church  has 
come  a  long  way  from  its  beginnings 
in  1850.  The  new  twist?  This  year  the 
church  made  use  of  the  marvels  of  the 
electronic  age,  video  tape.  Two  of  the 
former  pastors,  the  Reverend  Karl 
Tooke  and  Dr.  Bob  Peyton,  greeted 
the  assembly  by  use  of  a  closed  circuit 
television  screen  in  the  fellowship 
hall. 


Dr.  Douglas  McGuire  was  the  guest 
minister  for  the  worship  service  held 
early  in  the  day.  Later  in  the  day,  the 
Reverend  Luman  Douglas,  former 
pastor  from  1945-1950  brought  the 
message  for  the  covered  dish  dinner, 
and  Mrs.  Mabel  McGuire  added  a  bit 
of  humor  for  those  in  attendance  with 
her  after  dinner  jokes.  All  of  these 
events  were  video  taped  for  future 
use.  The  Reverend  Thomas  0.  Crosby 
is  the  pastor  at  Arcadia  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


DR.  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 
Director  of  Special  Ministries 

The  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Convocation  and  Workshop  held  at  First 
Church,  Alexandria,  was  a  meaningful 
experience  attended  by  223  persons  from 
28  communities  and  39  churches.  The 
Reverend  Donald  R.  Avery  addressed 
the  opening  session  on  the  subject, 
“What  Are  We  Doing  Here?”  followed  by 
an  EMLC  Panel  presided  over  by  the 
Reverend  Freddie  Henderson  with  Mrs. 
Inez  W.  Chrisentery,  the  Reverend 
Henry  Gage,  the  Reverend  Bertrand 
Griffin  and  Wadsworth  A.  Davis 
projecting  the  same  subject  with 
emphasis  on  the  Convocation  theme, 
“Developing  and  Strengthening.”  The 
three  plenary  sessions  called  attention  to 
important  areas  of  local  church  concern. 
Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  Conference  Board 
Chairman,  presided  over  The  Ordained 
Ministry  session  with  the  Reverend 
Hector  J.  Grant  from  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  as  the 
keynote  speaker.  The  Reverend  George 
W.  Calvin,  member  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Pensions,  presided  during  the 
session  of  Pensions  with  the  host  pastor, 
the  Reverend  Tracy  R.  Arnold, 
Chairman  of  the  Conference  Board  and 
Dr.  James  J.  Caraway,  Conference 
Financial  officer  having  input.  The  third 
plenary  was  on  Other  Concerns  with  Dr. 
Donald  G.  Emler,  Chairman  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 
addressing  this  subject  Mrs.  Nell  Read, 
Conference  President  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women,  addressed  the 
importance  of  the  U.M.W.  The  Reverend 
L.  Patterson  Culligan,  Conference  Youth 
Coordinator,  spoke  on  the  You th  Ministry 
and  Mr.  Irvin  K.  Abraham,  District 
Director  of  the  Methodist  Men,  Lake 
Charles  District,  spoke  on  the 


importance  of  the  U.M.  Mens’  work. 

Each  of  the  persons  mentioned  above 
(except  the  Reverend  Arnold  and  Dr. 
Caraway)  conducted  interesting  and 
stimulating  workshops  as  well.  Other 
workshops  in  addition  to  these  were: 
Evangelism,  Mr.  Wadsworth  A.  Davis, 
leader;  Stewardship,  the  Reverend 
George  W.  Calvin;  Christian  Education, 
Mrs.  Inez  Chrisentery  ;  and  Leadership 
Development,  Miss  J.  Vemita  Booker. 

The  Bishop’s  Hour  was  a  highlight  of 
the  Convocation  Friday  evening  when 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  delivered 
the  address.  Members  of  the  Cabinet  and 
Larger  Cabinet  were  introduced 
individually  by  Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson  and 
expressions  followed  by  the  Reverend 
William  F.  Mayo,  host  Superintendent. 
Music  was  rendered  by  combined  choirs 
of  the  Alexandria  churches  with  Claude 
Andrews  of  Newman  Church  as  Director. 

Following  the  Saturday  morning 
devotions  aimiably  led  by  the  Reverend 
Roger  La  than, pastor  of  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  and 
four  workshops  conducted  on  Other 
Concerns,  the  Convocation /Workshop 
concluded  with  a  spiritual  celebration.  A 
combined  choir  of  forty  from  Baton 
Rouge  churches  presented  the  “Songs  of 
Zion,”  under  the  direction  of  the 
Reverend  Kenneth  M.  Fisher,  with  the 
Reverend  John  D.  V.  Hamilton  at  the 
organ  and  Mr.  Ronald  Perry  at  the  piano. 
The  Convocation  Sermon  was  led  by  Dr. 
Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
Task  Force  extends  gratitude  to  the  host 
pastor  the  Reverend  Tracy  Arnold  and 
his  staff  for  their  warm  spirit  of  love  and 
concern  and  to  Bishop  Shamblin  and  the 
larger  cabinet  and- 'all  who  gave 
leadership  and  assistance  as  resource 
persons. 


It  Worked  For  Us  Book  Quotes 


By  THE  REVEREND  K.  G.  RORIE 
Rayville  United  Methodist  Church 
Rayville,  Louisiana 

Recently  in  Rayville  we  had  what  was 
called  a  “Cooperative  Bible  School”  with 
four  churches  from  our  community 
sharing  in  the  planning  and  support.  The 
churches  participating  were  Saint 
David’s  Episcopal  Church,  Rayville 
Presbyterian  Church,  Sacred  Heart 
Catholic  Church  and  the  Rayville  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Bible  School  was  held  at  Rayville 
United  Methodist  Church  during  the  eve¬ 
ning  hours  with  134  children  attending,  35 
children  from  the  other  churches.  The 
school  was  staffed  by  64  adults,  full  or 
part-time,  with  30  of  the  staff  members 
from  the  participating  churches. 

In  1980  and  1981,  children  from  other 
churches,  through  their  parents,  were 
invited  to  participate.  So  many  offers  of 
assistance  were  received  that  it  was 
decided  to  start  a  cooperative  plan  in 
1982,  beginning  with  a  Bible  School 
directed  by  the  Methodist  pastor.  In 
future  years,  the  leadership  will  be  lay 
persons,  provided  on  a  rotating  basis 
among  the  churches.  In  1983,  our  director 
will  be  from  the  Episcopal  Church,  who 
has  been  chosen  and  has  accepted  for 
next  year.  Recently,  a  group  of  eight 
staff  members  from  the  1982  school  met 
for  a  review  of  the  cooperative  program 
and  to  make  recommendations  for  the 
1983  school. 

There  has  been  an  excellent  spirit  of 
understanding  and  good  will  generated 
through  the  cooperative  school.  The 
entire  staff  was  enthusiastic  for  a 
continuation  of  shared  planning,  staffing 
and  expense.  We  look  forward  to  an  even 
better  designed  Bible  School  in  the 
coming  year. 


Lost:  Audio- 
Visual  Materials 

Gale  Clifford,  Conference  Resource 
Center  Director,  announces  that  some  of 
the  good  16mm  conference  films  are 
missing.  She  requests  that  you  please 
look  around  your  churches  and  check 
with  your  youth  directors  and  Sunday 
school  teachers  to  help  us  find  the 
following  items: 

BETWEEN  THE  DARK  AND 
DAYLIGHT 
BURNING  BRIGHT 
NIGHTMARE  CHASER 
TALKING  HANDS 

If  you  find  one  or  more  of  these  films, 
please  mail  it  back  to  the  Conference 
Audio-Visual  Library,  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802. 
There  will  be  no  late  fee  charged  to  your 
church;  the  films  are  just  needed  back. 


Youth  Fall 
Convocation  1982 

This  year,  the  Fall  Convocation  of 
Youth  will  be  held  at  Centenary 
College  from  9:30  a. m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
on  October  23.  All  pastors  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  have  received 
a  brochure  about  this.  If  you  are  a 
youth  that  would  like  to  go,  let  your 
pastor  know. 
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The  Hurried  Child  by  David  Elkind 
(Addison -Wesley  Publishing  Company; 
Reading,  Pa.;  1981) 

Subtitled  “Growing  Up  Too  Fast  Too 
Soon,”  this  timely  book  by  David  Elkind 
will  be  helpful  for  parents,  teachers, 
pastors,  grandparents,  school 
administrators  and  other  caretakers  of 
children. 

The  author  proposes  a  definition  of  the 
hurried  child  and  explores  the  ways  in 
which  parents,  schools,  and  the  media 
tend  to  move  children  quickly  through 
childhood. 

The  second  half  of  the  book  focuses  on 
the  stress  of  hurried  children  and 
suggests  ways  to  enhance  the  enjoyment 
of  childhood.  Elkind  speaks  of  hurrying 
as  a  form  of  child  abuse  and  draws 
extensively  on  his  own  and  the 
research/insights  of  others  to  give 
credence  to  his  case. 

One  of  the  closing  paragraphs  states: 

“No  matter  what  philosophy  of  life  we 
espouse,  its  important  to  see  childhood  as 
a  stage  of  life,  not  just  as  the  anteroom  of 
life.  Hurrying  children  into  adulthood 
violates  the  sanctity  of  life  by  giving  one 
period  priority  over  another.  But  if  we 
really  value  human  life,  we  will  value 
each  period  equally  and  give  unto  each 
stage  of  life  what  is  appropriate  to  that 
stage.”  (p.  199) 


United  Methodist  Women  from  throughout  the  state  convened  in  Lake  Charles 
recently  for  their  Ninth  Annual  Meeting.  It  was  held  in  First  United  Methodist  Church 
and  was  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Nell  Read,  Conference  President.  The  theme  chosen 
was  “Called  to  Grow  Into  a  Global  Community.”  Dr,  J.  Harry  Haines,  Associate 
General  Secretary  of  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  was  introduced  by 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  as  keynote  speaker.  His  topics  were  “Committed 
Locally,  Living  Globally,"  and  “A  World  Without  Hunger.” 

The  Mission  Candles  were  lighted  by  Conference  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Shirley  Hoffpauir 
at  the  opening  session  and  burned  for  over  five  hours,  sending  an  additional  $9,074  to 
mission  work. 

The  Reverend  Linn  C.  Richardson  of  Dallas,  Texas  led  the  Service  of  Holy 
Communion.  She  was  assisted  in  this  by  the  Reverend  Carolyn  Brannon,  the 
Reverend  Freida  Brown,  the  Reverend  Donald  Morgan,  Dr.  Jack  Cooke,  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Abraham,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Adele  Compton. 

During  the  afternoon  session,  delegates  participated  in  “Mini-Encounters  with  the 
World”  where  the  nine  districts  represented  the  South  Pacific  Islands,  Mexico, 
Middle  East,  Japan,  Poland,  Nigeria,  Somalia,  the  Caribbean  Islands,  and  Venezuela. 

Mrs.  Virginia  Laskey  of  Ruston,  former  President  of  the  Women's  Division,  led  the 
service  honoring  the  retiring  Conference  Officers  and  Chairpersons  at  the  evening 
banquet.  The  Pledge  Service  was  written  by  Mrs.  Jessie  Chastain  and  entitled 
“Clothe  Me  in  Garments  of  Joy."  Participating  in  this  were  the  LIFE  group  from 
-University  United  Methodist Uburch  of  LakeCharles. 

The  morning  session  began  with  an  autograph  party  with  Dr.  Haines,  Diaconal 
Ministers  and  Missionaries,  Lyllan  Guth,  Marsha  Gail  Alexander,  and  Amy  Woo<  'and 
were  honored  with  special  memberships  presented  by  Mrs.  Helen  Brock,  Confpri  ”oe 
Vice-President. 

The  offering  amounted  to  $1,892  and  will  be  used  in  the  program  at  Louisiana  State 
University  training  foreign  graduate  students  in  agricultural  work. 

Elected  to  serve  in  conference  leadership  were:  Mrs.  Norma  Winegeart,  Vice- 
President;  Mrs.  Wanda  Nelson,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  Ola  Fisher,  Coordinator  for 
Christian  Personhood;  Mrs.  Taylor  Phillip,  Coordinator  for  Christian  Social 
Involvement;  Mrs.  Lottis  Palazzo,  Coordinator  for  Supportive  Community;  Mrs. 
Jackie  Morgan,  Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nominations;  Mrs.  Betty  Blackman, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Burris,  and  Mrs.  Lou  Medlock,  Members  of  the  Nominating 
Committee.  They  were  installed  by  the  Reverend  Freida  Brown. 

The  group  accepted  an  invitation  to  hold  their  1983  Meeting  at  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Ethnic  Minority  Internship  Program  Set 


Another  Internship  Program  for 
Ethnic  Minority  graduate  or  college 
students  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
during  the  spring  semester,  1983,  in  New 
York  City.  The  participant  selected  will 
work  from  the  Office  of  the  Department 
of  Peace  and  World  Order  located  in  the 
United  Methodist  Office  for  the  United 
Nations. 

The  program  will  include:  a  weekly, 
informal  get  together  with  staff  persons 
and  other  non-governmental  represen¬ 
tatives,  observation  of  UN  sessions,  par¬ 
ticipation  in  weekly  UN  briefings,  doing 
research  in  the  UN  library  and  the 
United  Methodist  Office  Resource  Center 
on  chosen  topics,  participation  in  chosen 
sessions  of  National  and  International 
Seminars,  building  skills  in  analysis  of 
issues  related  to  ethnic  issues  nationally 
and  internationally,  and  building  skills  in 
analysis  of  resources,  such  as  films, 
books,  and  periodicals. 

The  purpose  of  this  program  is  to  gain 
an  understanding  of  the  issues  before  the 
United  Nations,  including  knowledge  of 


differing  positions  of  international 
groups  or  countries,  to  give  opportunity 
for  participants  to  make  relationship 
between  social,  economic  and  political 
issues  as  they  relate  internationally, 
nationally  and  locally  and  especially  as 
they  impact  lives  of  ethnic  minorities, 
and  to  gain  a  first  hand  experience  of  the 
work  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  Department  of  Peace  and  World 
Order. 

The  Board  will  provide  one  round  trip 
ticket  to  New  York  and  $200/ week  living 
expenses.  The  deadline  for  submission  of 
application  is  October  30, 1982. 

The  intern  can  be  a  graduate  student  or 
college  senior  who  is  especially 
interested  in  international  affairs  and 
must  have  a  commitment  to  gaining  an 
understanding  of  the  work  of  the  United 
Nations  and  a  commitment  to  make  a 
Christian  witness  related  to  peace  issues 
in  the  ethnic  minority  local  church. 

Those  interested  should  contact  Robert 
McClean,  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  777  UN  Plaza,  New  York,  NY 
10017,(212  )  682-3633. 


TV 

Ministry 

Update 


The  following  topics  will  be  covered  in  the  new  television  church  school  lesson 
series  entitled  “Church  of  our  Fathers” : 


Trial  by  Fire 
Growth  and  Struggle 
Rome  Takes  the  Cross 
The  Flight  to  the  Desert 
As  Rome  Fell 
The  Churches  of  the  East 
Taming  the  Barbarians 
The  Winning  of  the  North 
Kings  Help  and  Hinder 
Mighty  Deeds 


Faith  and  Teaching 

Deadly  Sins  Invade  the  Church 

Luther  Revolts 

Reformers  Reformed 

A  Chosen  People 

The  Open  Bible 

Soldiers  of  the  Pipe 

Back  to  the  Bible 

The  Age  of  Reason 

Twice-born  Men 
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•  Editorial- 


Being  a  Christian  adult  includes 
leading  youth  to  faith-commitment 


Here  I  Stand 


Pursuit  of  excellence  suggested  for  Christians 


The  Rev.  Anthony  Campolo.  a 
sociologist  and  American  Baptist 
minister,  offered  an  insight  recently 
regarding  today’s  young  people  and  the 
church  which  needs  to  be  repeated  until 
it  is  widely  heard  and  heeded. 

Speaking  to  a  group  of  300  adults  who 
work  with  youth  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mr.  Campolo  said  that  their 
proper  role  is  not  primarily  to  “help  kids 
find  themselves,”  but  to  "call  youth  to  a 
commitment  to  radical  discipleship.'’ 

Mr.  Campolo  said  that  church  leaders 
often  allow  themselves  to  be  “sucked  in” 
by  the  insights  of  social  scientists  while 
disregarding  some  of  the  most  basic  of 
Christian  teachings.  For  example, 
“emotional  problems  evaporate  not  by 
analyzing  the  past  but  by  a  commitment 
to  the  future  .  .  .  It’s  not  half  as 
important  to  know  where  a  kid  is  ‘coming 
from’  as  it  is  to  know  where  he  is  going,” 
Dr  Campolo  said.  “Our  task  is  to  get 
young  people  to  do  something  for  the 
world.  I  think  we’re  losing  kids  not 
because  we  demand  too  much  but 
because  we  don’t  demand  enough.” 

There  is  ample  reason  to  believe  that, 
despite  the  best  of  intentions,  much  is 
lacking  in  our  church's  ministry  to  young 
people.  During  the  past  decade, 
enrollment  in  our  confirmation  classes 
has  declined  by  20%.  This,  added  to  our 
church's  overall  membership  losses, 
presents  a  truly  sobering  image  of  the 
future  —  especially  when  we  recall  the 
familiar  adage  “the  church  is  always 
just  one  generation  removed  from 
extinction." 

We,  as  today’s  generation  of  adult 
Christian  leaders,  have  a  special 
responsibility  to  guide  and  nurture  the 
development  of  the  young  people  in  our 
midst  to  spiritual  maturity.  We  reaffirm 
that  responsibility  each  time  a  child  is 
baptized:  “With  God’s  help,  we  will  so 
order  our  lives  after  the  example  of 
Christ,  that  this  child,  surrounded  by 
steadfast  love,  may  be  established  in  the 
faith,  and  confirmed  and  strengthened  in 
the  way  that  leads  to  life  eternal.” 

We  need  to  recognize  that  this 
responsibility  is  not  fulfilled  merely  by 
taking  our  children  to  church,  by 
teaching  them  moral  values,  or  even  by 
encouraging  them  to  go  through  the 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


process  of  “confirmation.”  It  must  also 
involve  confronting  young  people  with 
the  claims,  demands  and  promises  of  the 
Christian  gospel  in  terms  with  which 
they  can  readily  identify.  Only  a  deeply 
personal  faith-commitment  in  response 
to  the  call  of  Christ  can  properly  equip  a 
person  to  engage  in  a  life  of  self-giving 
service  to  others  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
Without  such  a  commitment,  young 
people  are  likely  either  to  “drop  out”  of 
the  church  or  merely  to  find  a 
comfortable  niche  on  the  periphery  of  its 
membership  as  they  grow  older. 

We  do  not  consider  a  continuing  decline 
in  church  membership  and  participation 
by  young  people  inevitable.  While  Dr. 
Campolo’s  insights  scarcely  offer  us  a 
panacea  for  dwindling  youth 
participation,  they  remind  us  of  a  truth 
we  are  prone  to  forget  regarding  the 
power  of  the  Christian  gospel:  no  other 
opportunity  in  all  creation  offers  so  much 
meaning  and  ultimate  significance  for  a 
person  as  hearing  and  accepting  the  call 
to  become  a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ.  But 
that  is  not  likely  to  happen  unless  a  clear 
and  enticing  call  to  Christian  discipleship 
is  regularly  issued  in  our  churches. 

If  you  are  an  adult  Christian  of  any  age 
and  you  are  concerned  about  the  future 
of  your  church,  both  locally  and  as  a 
denomination  within  the  family  of 
churches,  we  urge  you  to  assess  the 
effectiveness  of  your  church’s  ministry 
to  children  and  young  people.  Recalling 
Dr.  Campolo's  comments,  that 
assessment  might  include  answering  the 
following  questions,  as  well  as  others  you 
might  develop: 

(1)  In  addition  to  offering  the  usual 
fellowship  and  educational  opportunities, 
are  we  challenging  our  young  people,  and 
those  in  our  neighborhoods,  to  develop  a 
living  faith  in  Jesus  Christ? 

(2)  Is  the  example  of  our  church’s 
adult  leaders  compelling?  Do  they  help 
young  people  develop  a  positive  under¬ 
standing  of  themselves  in  relation  to  God 
and  to  others? 

(3)  Does  the  Christian  faith  as  we 
proclaim  it  on  Sunday  morning  offer  a 
vision  through  the  rest  of  the  week  of  how 
young  people  can  “do  something  im¬ 
portant  for  the  world”  for  which  Christ 
died.” 


By  BARRY  DE  ZON1A 
A  number  of  months  ago.  I  was  excited 
to  read  Bishop  McFerrin  Stowe’s 
comments  on  one  of  my  favorite 
subjects,  leadership.  His  comment  was, 
“If  I  were  a  pastor,  I  would  stand  for 
something!" 

Certainly,  one  of  the  implications  here 
could  be  that  many  pastors  and  other 
individuals  in  leadership  roles  are  guilty 
of  not  standing  for  anything,  or 


conversely  they  stand  tor  everything.  We 
United  Methodists  are  well  known  for  our 
pluralistic  views  on  any  given  subject. 

The  church  is  being  bombarded  with 
subjects  which  call  for  answers.  Abortion 
and  its  many  facets  cry  out  for  a  united 
voice.  While  it  would  seem  for  many  that 
the  position  of  our  church  on  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  clearly  written  and  has  been 
reaffirmed  by  the  General  Conference, 
its  actual  implementation  in  daily 
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appointments  to  positions  of  leadership  is 
fuzzy  in  the  minds  of  many  others. 

Evidently  there  is  strain  caused  by  the 
new  “evaluation  process"  for  clergy. 
The  strain  comes  not  from  the 
evaluation,  however,  but  that  it  is  being 
done  by  the  laity.  The  simple  fact  of  the 
matter  is  that  an  evaluation  system  goes 
on  all  the  time  in  all  facets  of  life. 

Rightly  or  wrongly,  we  are  evaluated 
on  our  jobs,  in  our  schools,  as  parents 
and  children,  as  spouses,  as  providers,  as 
protectors,  etc.  Many  persons  resent 
being  evaluated  at  any  level  by  anyone, 
and  we  have  seen  a  consequent  eroding 
of  value  systems  as  mediocrity  becomes 
the  level  of  acceptance  in  life  for  many.  A 
.225  average  hitter  is  baseball  is 
rewarded  with  a  huge  multi-year  million 
dollar  contract;  no-talent  personalities 
stare  out  at  us  from  behind  handsome 
facades  on  TV  and  movie  screens;  and 
national  manufacturers  from  car 
makers  to  shoe  strings  makers  give  us 
inferior  products. 

One  of  the  legacies  of  President  Carter 
was  the  title  of  his  book,  “Why  Not  the 
Best?”  The  title  should  be  one  of  concern 
for  every  organization  from  General 
Motors  to  “the  church  in  the  wildwood." 
And  for  every  individual  who  acts  as  a 
leader  or  as  a  follower,  “the  best”  is  a 


My  Witness 

Worship:  Art  of  surpassing  differences 


By  BRETT  W. MC  CLENEGHAN 

During  a  break  in  the  proceedings  at  a 
recent  theological  institute,  I  was 
engaged  in  a  conversation  with  a  clergy 
colleague.  Having  been  out  of  seminary 
for  a  while  now,  both  of  us  were 
commenting  on  the  fact  that  we  felt  a  bit 
removed  from  the  ethereal  language  of 
academia. 

As  our  talk  continued,  we  confessed  to 
some  considerable  envy  for  the  world 
and  work  of  the  artist.  When  one  conveys 
one’s  ifleas,  faith  and  belief  through  the 
creative  media  such  as  painting  or 
music,  for  example,  one  doesn’t  get  all 
hung  up  in  dogma,  religious  language, 
and  conflicting  theological  perspectives. 
If  you  view  Leonardo’s  “The  Last 
Supper,”  much  more  is  said  through  this 
potent  imagery  about  the  true 


significance  of  Holy  Communion  than 
can  ever  be  fully  expressed  with  mere 
words.  Even  as  I  write,  I  must 
recommend  that  you  see  this  fresco  so 
that  you  will  fully  know  that  of  which  I 
am  speaking. 

In  a  sense,  a  real  faith  and  authentic 
religious  understanding  are  best 
achieved  through  good  art.  I  emphasize 
good  art  because  there  is  bad  religious 
art  that  is  just  syrupy  and  sentimental. 

But  as  I  have  spent  the  last  several 
weeks  considering  this  idea  about  art  and 
faith,  I  have  felt  that  it  doesn’t  tell  the 
whole  story.  Just  this  morning,  I  once 
again  happened  upon  a  few  sentences 
from  the  Jewish  theologian  Martin  Buber 
that  I  have  employed  many  times  before. 

He  says:  “The  primary  word  ‘I -Thou’ 
can  be  spoken  only  with  the  whole  being. 


Church  growth  is  necessary  to  be  faithful 


To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  headlined  “Christian 
faithfulness  &  ‘the  numbers  game’  ”  for 
September  17  was  very  interesting  ta  me. 
The  Evangelism  Committee  of  the 
Wisconsin  annual  conference  is  working 
on  changing  the  attitude  of  our  churches 
toward  growth.  Toward  that  end  we  will 
be  putting  pertinent  inserts  in  our 
conference’s  mid-monthly  mailings.  We 
would  appreciate  your  penmission  to 
reproduce  said  editorial  for  distribution 
to  the  pastors  and  lay  leadership  of  our 
churches. 

Let  me  applaud  your  editorial  and  your 
underlying  concern  that  this  issue  be 
faced  squarely  and  solidly  by  our 
church.  I  believe  that  growth  for  the 
right  reasons  is  not  only  possible  but 
necessary  if  we  are  to  be  faithful  to  the 
call  and  claim  of  our  Lord  upon  us  as 
disciples  and  as  an  institution. 

S.  Stephen  Foster 
Ashland,  Wisconsin 

Ready  to  investigate  WCC 

To  the  Editor : 

I  read  with  great  interest  the  letters  in 
the  Sept.  17  issue  of  the  Reporter 
commenting  on  the  article  “Karl  Marx 
or  Jesus  Christ”  that  appeared  in  the 
August  issue  of  the  Reader's  Digest. 

Thomas  V.  Clagett  of  Upper  Marlboro, 
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Maryland,  endorsed  your  editorial 
proposal  for  a  “credible  inquiry."  He 
stated:  “I  cannot  think  of  a  better 
organization  to  undertake  this  inquiry 
than  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
recommend  that  this  study  be  initiated 
posthaste,  and  that  the  results  be  printed 
in  the  Reporter."  He  also  suggested  that 
all  support  for  the  WCC  be  suspended 
pending  the  outcome  of  the  study. 

United  Methodists  should  be  aware 
that  our  church  is  a  leader,  heavy 
financial  supporter  and  defender  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  I  suggest  that 
such  an  investigation  be  made  by  a  lay 
committee  concerned  about  the  political 
paths  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  I 
would  like  to  serve  on  such  a  committee. 

Robert  B.  Heminover 

Gamerville,  New  York 

Biblical  liberalism  better 
than  biblical  repudiation 

To  the  Editor : 

Charles  W.  Tryon,  in  his  letter 
headlined  “Biblical  literalism 
repudiated”  (UMR,  Sept.  10),  indicates 
“we  Christians”  should  tell  others  “We 
don’t"  believe  the  Bible  —  at  least  not 
“literally”  —  and  uses  Jesus  as  his 
authority  (Matthew  5:21-48).  To  the- 
contrary,  I  personally  have  never 
interpreted  anything  Jesus  said  as 
repudiating  any  “literal  interpretation” 
of  any  Scripture  in  the  Bible  —  certainly 
not  in  the  above  reference.  In  fact,  many 
times  Jesus  verified  many  writings,  and 
quoted  much  Scripture  from  the  Old 
Testament. 

Mr.  Tryon  needs  to  back  up  to  verses  17 
and  18  of  the  same  chapter,  then  read 
what  Paul  says  in  Colossians,  chapter  2 
—  in  particular  verse  14.  Jesus  came  “to 
fulfill"  the  law  and  do  so  in  our  hearts, 
not  on  tablets  of  stone.  The  laws  of  the 
Old  Testament  had  their  place  and  their 
people.  Jesus  did  away  with  limitations 
as  to  who  should  hear  and  accept  what 
God  has  to  say  —  the  "New  Testament." 
Instead  of  having  to  buckle  under  cold, 
hard  laws  in  order  to  obey  God,  He  put 
within  us  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  with  the 
Spirit,  love. 

My  personal  philosophy  is  to  believe 
what  the  Bible  says  until  convinced 
otherwise  in  my  heart.  We  would  be 
negligent  in  our  Christian  duty,  and 
purpose,  not  to  strive  for  more 
knowledge  from,  and  of,  God's  Word.  If, 
in  the  face  of  new  truths,  the  Spirit  within 
me  accepts  a  teaching,  then  I  too  must 
accept  it.  However,  it  is  my  feeling  that  if 
"we  Christians”  would  spend  less  time 
trying  to  “repudiate”  that  in  which  we 
base  our  beliefs,  and  more  time  telling 
about  the  grace  of  God  —  His  Kingdom 
would  grow  much  faster. 

Don  Dalton 

Satellite  Beach,  Florida 

Fond  memories  stirred 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  article  headlined 
“Church  comes  to  life’  once  a  year"  and 
picture  in  the  Sept.  17  issue  datelined 
Keweenaw,  Michigan.  My  father,  the  son 
of  English  immigrants  and  born  in 
Central  Mine,  Michigan,  was  one  of  the 
early  members  of  the  Central  Mine 
Homecoming  Committee,  and  I  now  have 
the  privilege  of  serving  on  that 
committee  even  though  I  live  in  Arizona. 


From  personal  experience,  you  may 
rest  assured  that  the  writer  of  the  article 
did  indeed  catch  the  atmosphere  and 
significance  of  this  annual  event.  An 
added  note,  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the., 
original  settlers  and  their  immediate 
descendants,  would  have  referred  to  the 
Cornish  pasty  as  the  standard  “bill  'a 
fare”  following  the  church  service,  with 
hot  water  for  coffee  or  tea  taken  from  the 
then  popular  copper  wash  boiler  heated 
over  a  wood  burning  stove  in  one  of  the 
houses  near  the  church. 

It  is  interesting  that  your  article 
referred  to  a  small  town  in  one  of  the 
former  great  copper-producing  states 
and  appeared  in  a  church  paper 
circulated  in  what  is  probably  our 
country’s  outstanding  copper  producing 
state  to  day  —  Arizona. 

Thank  you  for  stirring  some  very  fond 
memories. 

Hollace  G.  Roberts 
Green  Valley,  Arizona 

Mr.  Schaller’s  comments 
about  UMC  are  on  target 

To  the  Editor: 

Lyle  Schaller  was  100%  “on  target”  in 
his  comments  to  the  recent  meetings  of 
newly-appointed  district  superintendents 
at  Nashville,  relative  to  the  changing 
trends  in  the  denomination,  viz.  fewer 
and  smaller  churches,  an  increasing 
number  of  divorced  clergy,  and  a 
marked  "feminization”  of  the  church 
(See  UMR,  Sept.  10). 

As  a  staff  member  of  our  church’s 
National  Finance  and  Field  Service  office 
charged  with  serving  some  200  or  more 
churches,  I  noted  Mr.  Schaller’s 
observations  with  concern.  The 
perpetuation  of  failing  congregations  in 
decaying  sections  of  cities  —  which  long 
since  should  have  been  closed  —  the  in¬ 
ability  to  enlist  sound  and  well-financed 
leaders  —  carefully  chosen  —  and  a  kind 
of  maternal  possessiveness  for  “weaker 
children,"  are  all  a  part  of  a  sad  picture. 

Can  and  will  it  ever  be  turned  around? 
Not  unless  there  is  a  new  sense  of  realism 
and  forthright  leadership  on  the  part  of 
MANY  district  superintendents,  and  not 
a  few  bishops.  May  that  day  speedily 
come.  Every  preacher  might  well  look  in 
the  mirror  and  ask:  “Are  we  offering 
less  and  less  of  what  the  people  are 
actually  needing  and  buying?" 

Dean  E.  Richardson 
Buffalo,  New  York 

‘Public  Service’  TV 
spot  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  horrified,  recently,  by  the 
appearance  of  a  “public  service”  TV 
spot  sponsored  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Health. 

The  subject  was  the  health  dangers 
resulting  from  smoking  —  which  no 
doubt  is  true. 

But  the  video  accompanying  the  state¬ 
ment  showed  liquid  being  poured  into  a 
liquor  glass  and  the  punch  line  of  the 
statement  was  “I’ll  drink  to  that !  ” 

Smoking  is  a  serious  health  issue.  But 
it  only  harms  the  smoker.  Alcohol  not  only 
harms  the  drinker  but  also  contributes 
to  death  or  injury  of  many  thousands  of 
innocent  victims  on  our  highways. 

For  a  governmental  agency  to  utilize 


an  anti-tobacco  statement  as  a  sublimi¬ 
nal  pitch  encouraging  the  use  of  alcoholic 
beverage  is  nothing  less  than  dastardly. 

Could  it  be  that  the  human  destruction 
resulting  from  alcohol  is  less  important 
to  our  government  than  the  high  revenue 
that  comes  from  taxes  on  liquor? 

James  E.  Griffith 
Big  Bear  City,  California 

Clergy  evaluation  uneven 

To  the  Editor: 

If  properly  used,  the  evaluation 
process  for  United  Methodist  clergy  per¬ 
sons  could  be  the  beginning  of  genuine 
renewal  in  our  great  denomination.  How¬ 
ever,  at  present  it  is  definitely  one-sided. 

An  effective  evaluation  process  must 
be  more  than  a  token  completion  of 
certain  forms  and  must  always  include 
all  persons  involved  such  as:  general 
agencies,  bishops,  district  super¬ 
intendents,  lay  leaders,  congregations  as 
well  as  pastors.  Furthermore,  all 
members  of  the  denomination  should  be 
invited  to  share  the  process. 

Billy  J.  Cox 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

Indian  seeks  insights 

To  the  Editor: 

As  an  ecumenically  minded  Indian 
Christian  who  is  interested  in  the  Land  of 
Lincoln,  I  would  like  to  exchange  insights 
with  individuals  concerned  with  the  is¬ 
sues  of  poverty,  development  of  rural 
community  life  and  church  growth. 

World  peace  and  development  are  dear 
to  my  heart;  and  the  endeavors  of  kin¬ 
dred  spirits,  surely  I  humbly  feel,  do 
create  a  congenial  climate  of  thought 
around  the  place  we  live. 

My  address  is  Seven  Oaks,  Bala  Hisar, 
Mussoorie  (U.P.),  India  248179. 

John  Alexander 
Mussoorie,  India 

‘God  language’ changes 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  watching,  with  growing 
dismay,  some  of  the  changes  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  over  the  years. 
Even  having  been  a  member  all  of  my 
life,  I  have  always  been  aware  that  our 
church  tends  to  “bend  with  the  wind.” 
Some  change  is  good,  but  I  feel  that 
during  the  last  ten  years  the  changes 
have  not  always  been  well  thought  out  or 
justified.  Obtaining  new  members  is  an 
important  part  of  any  church,  but  in 
making  some  'of  the  changes  to  “chase” 
down  new  members  and  try  to  offer  a 
little  something  to  everyone,  we  will  soon 
find  ourselves  offering  nothing  to  no  one. 

I  was  particularly  upset  to  find  that  our 
church  is  considering  changes  in  our 
“God  language."  I  personally  believe 
that  there  is  a  very  small  segment  of 
dissatisfied  females,  but  will  be  a  very 
large  segment  of  dissatisfied  former 
church  members  if  this  change  is  ap¬ 
proved.  Any  female  should  be  able  to 
accept  the  Bible  and  “God  language”  as 
it  has  always  been  without  feeling  her¬ 
self  inferior. 

Let  us  concentrate  on  teaching  the 
Bible,  leading  into  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
guiding  our  people  to  a  richer  life  with 
God,  and  be  less  concerned  about  satis¬ 
fying  a  few  dissatisfied  people. 

Virginia  L.  Mabie 
Athol.  Massachusetts 


Concentration  and  fusion  into  the  whole 
being  can  never  take  place  through  my 
agency  nor  can  it  ever  take  place  without 
me.  I  become  through  my  relation  to  the 
‘Thou’;  as  I  become  ‘I,’  I  say  ‘Thou.’  All 
real  living  is  meeting.” 

Buber  speaks  with  a  richness  of  faith 
and  language  which  is  undoubtedly  too 
rich  for  most  of  us,  given  the  steady  diet 
of  vanilla-ideas  proffered  up  by  our 
culture.  But  his  meaning  is  very 
significant:  Authentic  life,  lives  which 
really  mean  something,  which  are 
joyous,  feeling,  humorous,  and  sensitive 
to  pain  and  suffering,  are  lives  which  are 
lived  in  loving  relation  to  other  lives. 
And  this,  says  Buber,  is  possible  only 
when  we  can  see  each  other  as  people, 
not  as  objects,  or  roles,  or  races.  The 
authentic  life  of  the  Christian  sees  right 
through  labels  such  as  conservative, 
liberal,  black,  white,  male,  female, 
handicapped,  able-bodied,  young  or  old. 
When  our  lives  are  changed  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  we  are  no  longer  able  to  see  these 
distinctions  that  make  people  into 
objects.  As  Christians,  we  see  all  people 
as  people. 

The  final  synthesis  of  true  expressions 
of  faith  and  the  real  living  which  arises 
as  we  meet  comes  alive  in  our  corporate 
worship  of  God.  Liturgy  is  indeed  an  art 
form  which  allows  us  to  reach  out  to  one 
another  and  to  our  God  through  the 
richness  of  tradition,  the  beauty  of 
music,  the  poetry  of  the  spoken  and 
written  word  and  the  firm  foundation  of 
Christian  symbols. 

Worship,  then,  is  not  something  that  we 
are  supposed  to  do  on  Sunday  mornings. 
It  is  not  mere  obligation.  Rather,  as  we 
gather  in  Christ’s  name,  we  are  afforded 
the  opportunity  to  break  down  the  walls 
we  build  around  ourselves  and  to  touch 
and  be  touched  by  the  presence  and  the 
love  of  others  and  our  God.  Here  is  the 
power  in  Jesus’  words,  “Wherever  two  or 
more  are  gathered  in  my  name,  there  am 
I  in  the  midst  of  them .  ’  ’ 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor  is  The  Rev. 
Brett  W.  McCleneghan,  Associate  Pastor 
of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Palatine.  Illinois  (North  Illinois  Confer¬ 
ence). 


goal  which  must  be  reestablished.  I  do 
not  suggest  as  some  popular  wags  would 
that  “winning  is  everything,”  but  we  can  ’ 
regain  our  church’s  lost  vitality  by 
“striving  for  the  best.” 

Persons  no  longer  have  confidence  in 
our  government,  our  manufacturers,  our 
courts,  our  churches,  our  families  or  a 
multitude  of  institutions  because  what 
they  seem  to  stand  for  is  mediocrity.  The 
public  statements  of  all  these  groups  fall 
on  deaf  ears  as  we  see  their  actions 
speaking  louder  than  their  words.  It  has 
been  said  that  Ghandi  of  India 
considered  becoming  a  Christian  in  his 
early  years  but  was  negatively 
persuaded  as  he  watched  Christians  in 
action. 

“Striving  for  perfection”  is  a 
peculiarly  Methodist  phrase,  one  which  I 
fear  has  fallen  into  disuse.  Oh,  it’s  still 
there  in  our  rote,  but  only  as  so  much 
sounding  brass  or  tinkling  cymbal. 
Where  is  our  sense  of  pride? 

We  must  take  stands,  some  of  which 
will  not  be  popular.  Everyone  does  not 
have  to  agree  in  order  to  stay  in  the 
church.  There  obviously  are  many  who 
do  not  always  agree  now  but  they  stay. 
We  need  to  make  our  position  clear  as  a 
church  on  vital  issues.  Clarity  was  not  a 
problem  for  Jesus  nor  was  he  timid  about 
taking  a  position.  The  rich  young  ruler 
went  away,  but  not  with  the  voice  of 
Jesus  pleading  for  a  second  chance  to 
make  a  better  offer  or  water  down  his 
original  proposal.  The  money  changers 
in  the  temple  were  not  called  together  by 
Jesus  to  reason  together,  nor  was  he 
hesitant  to  rebuke  his  disciples  when 
they  strayed. 

Too  often  we  look  at  Jesus  as  our 
example  and  only  see  those  images 
where  the  little  children  are  involved,  or 
some  healing  experience  takes  place.  Of 
course,  Jesus  was  the  essence  of  love,  but 
in  this  case  love  was  not  blind.  Cross- 
bearing  was  no  more  a  popular 
occupation  then  than  it  is  now,  and  that  is 
what  he  asked  his  followers  to  do. 

And  He  laid  down  many  principles  for 
which  we  will  be  evaluated.  Why  then,  if 
we  accept  this  glorious  role-model  as  our 
Master,  would  we  want  to  be  average  or 
mediocre?  Why  should  we  as  individuals 
or  as  a  church  fear  evaluation?  The 
challenge  is  before  us:  Stand  for 
something!  Why  not  the  Best? 

“ Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  Barry  DeZonia,  is  a  member 
of  Spring  Valley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas.  Texas  (North  Texas 
Conference). 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas 

With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  125 
member-families  of  the  St.  Matthew’s 
UMC  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas  (Central 
Texas  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Fort  Worth,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  aind 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


Raise 

Money  And 
Commitment 
Too! 

Does  your  church  need  more 
money  for  program,  missions,  new 
building,  renovation  or  debt  retire¬ 
ment? 

If  you  answered  “YES''  to  these 
questions,  you've  answered  "YES" 
to  the  need  for  an  Office  of  Finance 
and  Field  Service  Program! 

Since  ourfoundingoverSO  years 
ago,  Office  programs  have  helped 
thousands  of  churches  raise  money 
—  OVER  $1.  Billion  —  to  fund  a 
host  of  Christian  projects.  Even 
more  important,  we  have  created 
in  these  churches  a  new  spirit  of 
commitment,  joy  and  enthusiasm 
for  stewardship  that  has  kept  in¬ 
come  levels  high  long  after  the 
formal  program  was  over.  We  can 
do  the  same  for  you! 

Our  professional  Directors  are 
thoroughly  trained  in  Christian 


ministry  and  stewardship.  All  view 
their  role  as  a  personal  ministry,  a 
way  to  use  their"talents"  in  financial 
matters  to  serve  Christ  by  securing 
funds  for  His  work. 

Each  Office  program  is  designed 
to  meet  the  specific  needs  and 
potential  of  the  individual  church. 
Each  is  carried  out  in  four  phases 
for  a  total,  proven-successful  ap¬ 
proach  that  challenges  members 
and  instills  in  them  a  newdesire for 
on-going,  generous  giving. 

CHURCH  LEADERS  SAY: 

"Our  pledges  increased  by  25%" 
-Norton,  Ohio 

"  We've  had  a  rev/va/"-F ort  Smith,  AK 

" Toward  our  building  fund  goal,  we 
have  pledges  of  180% . . .  This  pro¬ 
gram  deepened  our  financial  and 
spiritual  commitments.  "-Easley,  S.C 

We're  proud  of  testimonies  like 
these!  They  tell  us  we're  doing  our 
job  —  the  job  of  insuring  Christian 
growth  through  Christian  steward¬ 
ship! 

Do  you  feel  "called”  to  greater 
service  than  current  income  allows? 
Let  our  "calling"  fulfill  your"calling." 
Together  we  can  make  your  dreams 
for  your  ministry  a  reality.  After  all, 
we're  family  —  fellow  United 
Methodists,  one  family  in  Christ! 

For  a  free,  confidential,  no¬ 
obligation  consultation,  call  us 
collect  or  write: 

The  Office  of  Finance 
and  Field  Service 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  New  York  10115 
212-870-3837/38 
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African  educator  to  get 
Methodist  peace  award 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
A  Methodist  educator  in  Zimbabwe  who 
played  a  major  part  in  that  nation’s 
struggles  against  apartheid  and  for 
independence  has  been  named  recipient 
of  the  World  Methodist  Peace  Award  for 

Kenneth  Mew, 
principal  at  Ranche 
House  College  in 
Zimbabwe  for  18 
years,  is  expected  to 
receive  the  award 
in  ceremonies  later 
this  year  in  his 
country,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale,  general 
secretary  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  <WMC).  Dr. 
Hale  said  Mr.  Mew  was  chosen  at  the 
mid-September  meeting  of  the  Executive 


Mr.  Mew 


Committee  in  Brussels. 

Mr.  Mew  assumed  the  principal’s  post 
in  1964,  leaving  a  post  with  a  large 
chemical  firm.  According  to  Dr.  Hale, 
Ranche  House,  under  Mr.  Mew’s 
leadership,  became  a  focal  point  for 
many  types  of  interracial  activity  and  a 
*  powerful  counter-agent  for  the  spirit  of 
apartheid. 

Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa,  head  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Zimbabwe 
and  a  former  prime  minister  of  the 
nation,  said  that  "during  the  struggle  of 
racism  and  minority  rule  in  our  country, 
he  (Mr.  Mew)  was  all  the  time  working 
very  courageously  for  reconciliation  and 


peace.” 

In  selecting  the  Zimbabwe  educator, 
the  committee  said  his  work  is  an 
"example  of  what  commitment  to  faith 
in  Christ  can  mean  in  the  pursuit  of  peace 


in  the  life  of  a  nation.” 

The  World  Methodist  Peace  Award 
carries  with  it  a  medallion  and  a  check 
for  $1,000.  Previous  recipients  have 
included  Saidie  Patterson  of  Northern 
Ireland;  the  late  President  Anwar  Sadat 
of  Egypt;  the  Rev.  Abel  Hendricks  of 
South  Africa;  and  Lord  Donald  Soper  of 
England. 

Criteria  used  in  determining  the 
award,  according  to  Dr.  Hale,  include 
courage,  creativity  and  consistency. 

During  the  Brussels  meeting,  the 
World  Methodist  committee  also 
strongly  deplored  the  recent  mass 
slaughter  of  Palestinian  refugees  in  West 
Beirut,  and  called  for  identification  of 
"those  persons  responsible  for  this 
totally  unacceptable  act  of  barbarism.” 

The  resolution  urges  all  leaders  of 
Middle  East  countries  "to  make  every 
possible  endeavor  to  achieve  a  peace 
based  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  rights 
of  both  the  Jews  and  the  Palestinians  to 
independent  nationhood.” 

Turning  to  reports  from  its  constituent 
units,  the  Executive  Committee  was  told 
that  a  "South/North  Solidarity  With  the 
Poor”  conference  is  scheduled  for  Oct.  2- 
6, 1983,  in  Barbados  under  sponsorship  of 
the  Social  and  International  Affairs 
Committee.  The  international  peace 
conference  is  planned  for  1985  under 
sponsorship  of  the  social  affairs  unit  and 
the  World  Evangelism  committee. 

The  next  World  Methodist  Conference 
is  scheduled  for  the  summer  of  1986.  Dr. 
Hale  said  Executive  Committee 
members  are  taking  seriously  the 
recommendation  of  the  1981  World 
Methodist  Conference  that  the  next  such 
meeting  be  held  in  a  developing  country 
in  the  Southern  Hemisphere. 


Board  adopts  policies 
limiting  boycott  roles 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  -  United  Methodism's 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  last 
weekend  adopted  extensive  guidelines 
for  its  and  its  staff’s  future  involvement 
in  economic  boycotts,  special  interest 
coalitions,  lawsuits  and  police 
community  relations  projects. 

The  call  for  a  boycott  of  a  corporation’s 
products,  for  example,  would  come  only 
after  the  failure  of  painstaking  efforts  to 
resolve  a  problem  in  other  ways, 
according  to  the  guidelines. 

In  many  of  the  areas  addressed,  this 
marks  the  first  time  such  detailed 
guidelines  have  existed  in  written  form 
for  this  board. 

The  lack  of  such  guidelines  has  made  it 
more  difficult  "for  us  to  extricate 


MINI  is  a  member  of  the  Puloyo 
Caste  —  an  extremely  destitute 
group  in  India.  In  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  her  with  an  education  and  a 
chance  in  life,  she  has  been 
accepted  at  one  of  the  Christian 
orphanages  and  offered  to  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN.  INC.  for  sponsorship. 

Caring  for  the  world's  homeless 
children  has  been  the  imperative 
task  of  WCI  since  1965.  Only  one 
sponsor  is  assigned  per  child.  The 
fee  is  $13  a  month  —  less  than 
a  day  —  which  provides  the  young¬ 
ster  with  food,  an  education, 
clothing.  The  child  also  received  a 
good  spiritual  foundation  while  re¬ 
ceiving  care  in  one  of  our  63 
Christian  hostels  around  the  world. 

The  sponsor  receives  "their"  child's 
photo,  case  history,  name  and 
address.  Progress  reports  received 
during  the  year  keep  the  sponsor 
fully  informed. 

WCI  keeps  its  administrative  costs 
at  a  minimum.  IN  1981,  88.1%  of 
funds  received  were  sent  on  for  the 
children's  needs.  An  audit  copy  is 
available  upon  request.  All  dona¬ 
tions  to  WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC. 
are  tax -deductible. 

Won't  you  join  our  family  of  spon¬ 
sors?  You  could  sponsor  Mini  or 
another  destitute  child. 

Please  write: 


ourselves”  from  boycotts  and  coalitions 
after  they’ve  passed  the  point  of 
effectiveness,  the  Reporter  was  told  by 
the  Rev.  Thom  Fassett,  the  associate 
general  secretary  who  drafted  much  of 
what  the  board  adopted. 

Nestle  boycott  continues 

Since  1966,  the  agency  has  participated 
in  five  boycotts  against  corporations.  It 
continues  to  endorse  the  boycott  of  Nestle 
Corp.  products,  although  the  board  set  up 
a  special  committee  last  weekend  to 
evaluate  whether  Nestle  has  made 
changes  in  its  infant  formula  marketing 
practices  that  would  allow  the  board  to 
cease  its  boycott. 

According  to  the  new  guidelines,  the 
board  should  try  to  deal  with  matters  of 
corporate  responsibility  without  a 
boycott  by : 

(1)  Interviewing  primary  parties  in  the 
dispute. 

(2)  Obtaining  written  materials 
explaining  positions  of  each  party. 

(3)  Conducting  exhaustive  research 
documenting  those  claims,  including 
consultations  with  disinterested  third 
parties. 

(4)  Engaging  in  on-site  observation,  if 
appropriate,  to  assess  alleged 
grievances. 

(5)  Communicating  closely  with  the 
bishops  in  the  areas  where  investigation 
is  occurring. 

(6)  Consulting  with  district 
superintendents  and  local  churches  of 
those  areas  and/or  regions  in  which  the 
corporation  is  headquartered. 

(7)  Assessing  the  implications  of  the 
case  for  the  population  and  communities 
in  areas  where  the  corporation  operates. 

(8)  Encouraging  the  local  churches 
there  to  support  mediation  processes  and 
to  find  alternatives  for  a  satisfactory 
resolution  of  a  dispute  by  disinterested 
agencies  of  the  government  or  private 
sector. 

If  a  boycott  later  is  deemed  necessary, 
the  guidelines  include  13  criteria  for  how 
it  should  be  conducted. 

Copies  of  the  four  sets  of  guidelines  can 
be  obtained  by  writing  to  the  agency,  100 
Maryland  Ave.  NE,  Washington  D.C. 
20002. 

ERA  actions  dropped 

The  board  voted  to  discontinue  its 
boycott  of  meeting  sites  in  states  which 
did  not  ratify  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment.  There  no  longer  is  any 
legislation  for  which  the  states  can  be 
pressured  to  support,  board  members 
said. 

The  board  committed  itself  to  follow  its 
new  boycott  and  corporate  responsibility 
guidelines  in  seeking  to  involve  the 
Campbell  Soup  Co.,  tomato  farmers  in 
Ohio  and  the  migrant  workers  there  in 
three-way  collective  bargaining.  The 
agency  has  dealt  with  that  issue  during 
the  past  year.  The  board  indicated  it  will 
consider  joining  the  boycott  of  Campbell 
products  if  more  progress  does  not  occur 
by  next  spring. 


Position  available 

TREASURER 

Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference 
office  located  in 
Pasadena,  California 
Send  resume  to: 

Dr.  Frank  Finkbiner 
400  West  Duarte 
Arcadia,  California  91 106 

DEADLINE:  NOVEMBER  1 ,  1982 
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One  of  the  rarest  items  in  the  new  United  Methodist  archives 
collection  at  Drew  University  is  this  plaster  facial  mask  cast 
made  on  John  Wesley’s  death  bed  in  1791.  It  was  a  gift  to  the 
university  by  trustee  Anderson  Fowler  nearly  a  century  ago. 


Unopened  boxes  in  mild  disarray  told  their  own  story  of  the  newness  of  United  Methodism’s 
new  Archives  and  History  Center  as  visitors  were  led  on  30-minute  tours  of  the  four-story  struc¬ 
ture.  A  comparatively  small  lobby  will  house  an  intentionally  small  museum  area,  where  dis¬ 
plays  will  be  rotated  frequently. 


...  a  senior  scholars’  room  open 
primarily  to  bishops  and  carefully 
screened  scholars  .  .  .  burglar  and 
sonic  alarms  throughout  the  building 
...  a  double-level  underground  vault 
sealed  against  moisture  and  insect 
invasion  and  with  a  halon  gas  fire- 
extinguishing  system  so  potent  that 
those  in  the  building  will  be  warned  by 
an  automatic  alarm  before  the  gas 
system  starts  smothering  the  oxygen 
feeding  any  fire  (avoiding  water, 
which  could  damage  the  collection 


more  than  the  fire  itself)  ...  six 
miles  of  metal  shelving  extending  the 
full  two-story  height  of  the  vault  and 
braced  at  mid-point  by  a  steel  catwalk 
which  becomes  the  floor  for  the 
second-floor  vault  area  .  . 

Archives  and  History  General 
Secretary  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr. 
happily  spews  out  these  and  other 
facts  as  he  leads  tour  groups  through 
the  new  facilities. 

The  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History  intends  to 


become  a  service  agency  to  the  whole 
church  as  soon  as  it  gets  settled.  A 
genealogical  service,  for  a  small  fee, 
for  instance,  will  try  to  help  any 
person  trace  a  United  Methodist  or 
antecedent  minister  in  his  or  her 
family.  Or  a  local  church  will  be  able 
to  trace  its  own  historical  origins 
through  commission  materials. 

Several  special  groups  and 
individuals,  including  a  blue-ribbon 
women’s  committee  are  dedicated  to 
helping  raise  $2.5  million  to  pay  for 


the  building,  since  the  commission 
has  no  such  budget. 

In  only  45  minutes  on  this  picture- 
postcard  day,  the  center  was  officially 
opened.  Considering  that  this 
climaxed  a  14-year  homecoming  for 
the  commission  itself  and  a  200-year 
journey  for  some  of  the  most  valuable 
items  in  the  collection  it  was  but  a 
moment.  But  the  300  or  so  who 
attended  seemed  to  recognize  it  as  a 
very  special  moment  both  in  and  for 
United  Methodist  history. 


UM  archives ,  history  center  opens 

New  site  on  Drew  campus  to  house  ‘memories’ 


General  Secretary  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr.  reads  from  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews 
("surrounded  by  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses")  during  services  Oct.  2  celebrating  the 
opening  of  United  Methodism's  new  Archives  and  History  Center.  Five  UMC  bishops 
on  the  platform  represented  the  denomination  in  accepting  the  new  partnership  with 
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By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

MADISON,  N.J  -  The  "Fort 
Knox"  of  United  Methodism  was 
officially  opened  here  Oct.  2,  and  what 
it  contains  is  considered  by  its 
caretakers  as  far  more  priceless  and 
irreplaceable  than  the  literal  gold 
bars  and  bullion  at  the  real  Fort  Knox. 

This  is  the  new  home  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History. 
To  put  it  as  some  here  do,  it's  the  new 
home  of  United  Methodism’s 
memories.  And  to  those  who  worked 
and  strategized  to  have  the  center 
built  in  a  favored  spot  on  Drew 
University’s  stately,  wooded  campus 
there  is  the  interesting  irony  that  it 
took  United  Methodism  14  years  to 
show  that  it  cared  enough  about  its 
“memories,”  to  provide  a  permanent 
home  for  them. 

The  general  church  agency  whose 
offices  now  are  here  is  a  child  of  the 
1968  union  which  brought  together  the 
former  Methodist  and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  churches. 

For  14  years,  1968-82,  the  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
searched  for  a  permanent  home. 
During  the  1970’s,  while  the  agency’s 
collection  lay  vulnerable  to  any 
random  match  or  spark  in  the  former 
"general  store"  at  the  United 
Methodist  assembly  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  a  site  committee 
searched  for  a  new  home. 

A  near-marriage  between  the 
commission  and  Scarritt  College  in 
Nashville  failed  consummation  when 
Scarritt  officials  placed  space  limits 
which  archives  and  history  officials 
felt  were  too  restrictive. 

That  left  it  up  to  Drew,  also  know-n 
as  "Number  Two."  And  in  storied 
Number  Two  style,  "it  tried  harder.” 


Drew  University. 

In  1978,  the  General  Commission 
accepted  Drew’s  offer  to  lead  a 
national  fund-raising  campaign,  and 
commission  personnel  joined  with 
Drew’s  to  design  a  state-of-the-arts 
building  to  house  Methodism’s 
memories.  Drew  President  Paul 
Hardin  later  assigned  the  Rev. 
Stanley  Menking,  associate  dean  of 
Drew’s  theological  school,  to  work 
part-time  as  campaign  director  for 
the  new  archives. 

It  was  that  new  building  —  24,000 
square  feet  of  two  glass  and  brick 
stories  above  ground  and  two 


concrete-block  vault  stories  below¬ 
ground  —  which  was  opened  here  Oct. 
2  in  brilliant  sunlight  on  an  early  fall 
day  when  a  touch  of  sun  felt  good  to 
fend  off  the  morning  chill. 

Ceremonies  were  brief,  with 
President  Hardin  making  the 
presentation,  two  bishops  accepting, 
and  officials  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
acknowledging  and  pledging  ongoing 
cooperation. 

The  librarian  for  Drew's  own 
Methodist  collection  has  offices  in  the 
new  center,  and  the  commission’s 


library,  only  about  one-third  the  size 
of  Drew's,  will  have  to  be  integrated 
and  re-catalogued  along  with  the 
larger  collection. 

No  one  gives  the  Archives  and 
History  staff  less  than  a  year  to  get 
"settled  in”  at  their  new  home.  The 
last  shipment  of  6,000  cubic  feet 
won’t  arrive  here  from  Lake 
Junaluska  until  early  November. 

There’s  much  more  involved  in 
preserving  "memories”  than  merely 
transporting  them  from  one  site  to 
another.  Everything  —  repeat, 
everything  —  which  is  to  be  placed  in 
the  library  or  archives  collections 
must  first  go  through  the 
commissions’s  new  gas-vacuum 
fumigator. 

This  monstrous  machine,  looking 
like  some  Hitlerian  torture  chamber, 
will  remove  all  insect  and  fungus  life 
But  it  does  so  very  carefully  —  100 
cubic  feet  per  treatment,  and  each 
treatment  requires  three  hours.  So  the 
material  still  to  come  from  Lake 
Junaluska  will  need  1,800  hours  or 
some  45  weeks  of  continuous  eight- 
hour  operating  days. 

Aside  from  the  fumigator,  the  new 
archives  and  history  center  contains 
more  superlatives  than  a  movie  re¬ 
view.  These  include,  in  no  particular 
order : 

Latest  microform,  (microfilm  and 
microfiche)  equipment  ...  a  rare 
book  and  conference  room  a 
drying  unit  so  that  if  any  church 
records  are  soaked  by  water,  they  can 
be  sent  here  and  professionally  dried 
(for  a  fee) .  .  a  de-acidification  lab  to 
remove  unwanted  and  potentially 
destructive  acids  from  papers  an 
archival  study  area  glassed  in  so  that 
activities  of  anyone  using  this 
priceless  material  can  be  monitored 


Pastors  of  four  historic  United  Methodist  churches  led  the  litany  of  remembrance.  From  the 
left  are  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Curry  of  St.  George's  Church.  Philadelphia;  the  Rev.  Warren  L. 
Danskin  of  John  Street  Church,  New  York  City:  the  Rev.  Emora  T.  Brannan  of  Lovely  Lane 
Church.  Baltimore,  and  the  Rev.  Edwin  A.  Schell  of  Old  Otterbein  Church,  Baltimore. 


Public  issues  confronted 


School  president  rejects 
Reagan  speech  request 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON  -  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
approved  only  a  few  statements  on  public 
issues  at  its  meeting  last  weekend. 
Among  them  were: 

•Nicaragua.  The  board  expressed 
special  concern  that  the  United  States 
may  be  trying  to  destabilize  the 
revolutionary  government  of  Nicaragua 
through  military  and  other  means. 

The  board  directed  Bishop  Leroy 
Hodapp,  its  president,  to  "advocate  .  .  . 
with  appropriate  government  officials" 
the  board's  stance  adopted  last  spring 
against  intervention  by  outside  nations 
anywhere  in  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean. 

•Lebanon.  In  a  lengthy  statement 
about  the  conditions  in  Lebanon,  the 
board  urged  eight  actions.  Among  them 
was  a  call  for  United  Methodists  to 
request  that  members  of  Congress  not 
provide  more  funds  for  the  militarization 
of  "Israel,  Egypt  and  the  whole  of  the 


Middle  East.”  It  also  urged  that  the 
United  States,  Soviet  Union,  Great 
Britain  and  France  embargo  all  current 
arms  shipments. 

The  board  commended  the  process  of 
inquiry  instituted  by  Lebanon  and  Israel 
into  the  massacre  of  refugees  in  Beirut 
and  urged  all  parties  involved  in  the 
conflict  between  Israelis  and  Arabs  to 
renounce  violence. 

The  U.S.  government  was  asked  to 
"engage  immediately  and  directly  in 
discussion  with  the  Palestine  Liberation 
Organization.” 

•Law  of  the  Sea  treaty.  The  board 
reacted  to  the  United  States’  rejection  in 
July  of  the  international  treaty 
governing  the  mining  of  resources  from 
the  ocean  beds  beyond  territorial  waters. 

"Whereas  the  United  Methodist  Law'  of 
the  Sea  Project  is  the  leading  voice  in 
advocating  within  the  U.S.  Congress  the 
need  for  U.S.  particpation,”  the  board 
committed  itself  to  keep  the  project  alive 
through  1984. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  Reaction  was  reportedly 
overwhelmingly  positive  after  Southern 
Methodist  University  here  denied  a 
request  by  the  National  Republican 
Senatorial  Committee  to  hold  a  political 
rally  on  campus 

The  rally  was  to  feature  President 
Reagan  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
senatorial  campaign  of  Texas 
Congressman  Jim  Collins.  He  is  the 
Republican  nominee  running  against 
incumbent  Democratic  Senator  Lloyd 
Bentsen,  who  is  seeking  re-election. 

SMU  President  L.  Donald  Shields  said 
in  a  statement: 

“We  would  be  honored  by  the 
appearance  at  the  university  of  the 
President,  key  cabinet  members,  or 
other  prominent  political  figures  under 
appropriate  university  sponsorship  and 
to  explore  current  issues  in  a  program 


directed  primarily  toward  the  campus 
community. 

"But  it  is  not  consistent  with  the 
mission  of  SMU  to  serve  as  a  staging 
area  for  political  rallies,  whatever  the 
partisanship.” 

A  university  spokesperson  said  that 
exceptions  to  this  policy  have  been  made 
only  when  politicians  have  appeared 
under  the  sponsorship  of  campus  groups. 

Congressman  Collins'  campaign 
manager.  Dee  Travis,  said,  "We  totally 
understand  SMU’s  position,  and  we 
support  their  policy.  We  have  informed 
the  White  House  advance  team  that  there 
is  absolutely  no  ill  feeling  toward  SMU 
from  the  campaign." 

But  a  Republican  national  committee 
staff  member  who  refused  to  be 
identified  said  he  thought  SMU  would 
welcome  the  rally  for  the  publicity  a 
presidential  visit  would  bring. 
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4I  thank  God  and  the  churches’ 

4 merasian  reunions  with  U .S.  families  arranged  by  church  agencies 

By  M.GARL1NDA  BURTON  executive  who  led  a  delegation  of  six  to  The  Rev.  Lawrence  (Lonniel  died,  '  Mr.  Reighard  told  the  ReDorter 


V 


SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  —  Ruth  Everton  of  Sacramento  gently  pats  the  face  of  her 
Amerasian  grandson,  Nguyen  Quoc  Viet,  II,  moments  after  meeting  for  the  first  time 
on  Oct.  3  at  the  city  airport.  Mrs.  Everton’s  husband  is  in  the  background.  The 
Evertons'  son,  Dennis,  was  killed  in  Vietnam  in  1972,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  children 
—  all  planning  to  live  in  the  Everton  home  for  a  few  months  before  relocating  in  the 
area‘  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Staff  Writer 

GARLAND.  Tex.  —  Robert  Reighard. 
a  former  U.S.  airman  in  Vietnam,  had  no 
idea  that  church  people  were  even 
involved  in  helping  re-unite  him  with  his 
10-year-old  son,  Michael. 

But  when  Michael  was  among  ll 
Amerasian  children  released  by 
Vietnamese  officials  last  week,  Mr. 
Reighard  declared.  “I  thank  God  and  the 
churches  for  their  help.  We  know  our 
prayers  have  finally  been  answered.  ” 

Mr.  Reighard,  32,  who  converted  to  the 
Buddhist  religion  of  his  Vietnam-born 
wife,  Dang,  was  among  the  families  who 
embraced  their  children  on  Oct  4  after 
nearly  10  years  of  separation.  The  11 
children  and  their  eight  adult  relatives 
were  escorted  out  of  Ho  Chi  Minh  City 
(formerly  Saigon)  on  Sept.  30,  after  U.  S 
church  agencies  negotiated  the 
children’s  passage  to  the  U.S. 

Amerasian  children  are  the  offspring 
of  Americans  —  mostly  military 
personnel  who  served  in  Vietnam  —  and 
Vietnamese  mothers. 

Figures  vary,  but  estimates  of  the 
numbers  of  children  range  from  6,000  to 
20,000.  The  State  Department  says  there 
are  2,000  “documented"  cases. 

Abandoned  by  their  fathers  and 
socially  scorned,  they  are  called  "bui 
doi"  or  “dust  children"  because  they 
often  live  on  the  street,  often  resorting  to 
street  crimes  and  prostitution  in 
Vietnam. 

“The  whole  thing  is  a  tragic  aftermath 
of  war,"  said  the  Rev.  Harry  Haines,  the 
ITnit*»H  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 


Vietnam  and  Kampuchea  on  behalf  of 
Church  World  Service  in  August.  “We 
Americans  have  a  moral  and  ethical 
responsibility  to  the  children  because 
they  have  zero  future  in  Vietnam.  Every 
time  they  walk  down  the  street  they 
remind  the  people  of  a  war  they  want  to 
forget." 

•Right  place  and  time” 

Church  officials,  though  pleased  with 
the  results  of  their  efforts,  were  humble. 
"It  was  just  a  matter  of  being  at  the  right 
place  at  the  right  time,"  said  Dr.  Haines. 

The  “right  time"  was  August.  The 
Church  World  Service  delegation  did  not 
go  to  talk  about  Amerasian  children  but 
to  visit  relief  projects  in  the  war-torn 
areas  which  are  supported  by  the  giving 
of  U.S.  Christians.  They  talked  with  many 
government  officials,  including  Nguyen 
Co  Thach,  Vietnam’s  foreign  minister. 

Prior  to  their  meeting  with  Mr.  Thach, 
Dr.  Haines  and  the  other  members  of  the 
group  had  been  briefed  in  Bangkok  about 
the  unresolved  fate  of  an  estimated  2,000 
children  who  had  been  left  behind  after 
U.S.  soldiers  were  shipped  out  of 
Vietnam  following  a  1973  peace  treaty. 
The  church  leaders  inquired  about  the 
children  during  their  audience  with  Mr. 
Thach,  Dr.  Haines  said. 

The  foreign  minister  told  them  that  63 
children  were  in  fact  documented  and 
could  be  released  immediately. 

Then,  more  names  were  added  to  the 
list.  In  all,  86  children  were  cleared  for 
release.  Dr.  Haines  told  the  Reporter. 


Good  times  and  bad— all  the  same 
to  the  hopeless  ‘under-siders’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

ERIE,  Pa.  —  The  rising  tide  of  worker 
layoffs  isn’t  much  of  a  threat  to  residents 
near  Henderson  United  Methodist 
Church  here,  its  pastor  said  recently. 

No.  the  residents  aren’t  independently 
wealthy. 

Rather,  they  are  too  poor  —  too  far 
underneath  the  U.S.  economic  system  — 
to  be  affected  by  increased  unemploy¬ 
ment,  the  Rev.  Douglas  Thompson  told 
the  Reporter. 

“We  have  families  here  who  don’t 
remember  any  member  who  ever  had  a 
job  ...  If  it  weren’t  for  the  Reagan 
Administration’s  social  services  cuts. 

Pastor  will  head 
computer  group 

DALLAS  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Kenneth 
Bedell,  pastor  of  the  Preston  (Md.) 
United  Methodist  Church  and  author  of 
the  book,  “Using  Personal  Computers  in 
the  Church,”  has  been  named  president 
of  a  newly  created  Church  Computer 
Users  Network. 


New  works  from 
Texas  authors . . . 

A  GE.VRE  FOR 
THE  GOSPELS 

The  Biographical  Character 
of  -Matthew 

By  PHILIP  L.  SHIXER.  Me  Murry  Col- 
lcgc.  Abilene,  Texas 
(loth  HI  4.95 

BIBLICAL  AFTHOKITV 
OR  BIBLICAL TTRAAWT? 

Scripture  and  the 

rhrbilan  Pilgrimage 

By  VILLLUI  tOI'.YTKVMAY,  Hr  lie 

Divinity  School.  Texas  Christian  Univer¬ 
sity.  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
Paper  H5.95 

JESI'S  AMI  THE 
GOSPEL 

Tradition.  Scripture,  and  Canon 
By  WILLIAM  R.  FARMER.  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Mcth<idist 
University,  Dallas,  Texas 
doth  H21.95 

At  bookstores  or  from 
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many  of  our  people  wouldn’t  even  know 
the  economy  has  gotten  worse,"  he 
explained. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  that  while  United 
Methodists  rightfully  become  concerned 
about  the  growing  number  of  persons 
thrown  out  of  work  (see  Reporter,  Oct.  8) 
they  also  need  to  remember  that  many 
persons  suffer  economic  deprivation  ail 
the  time  —  in  good  times  and  bad. 

Some  economists  estimate  that  in 
addition  to  the  10.8  million  Americans 
unsuccessfully  looking  for  work, 
approximately  1.5  million  have  given  up 
and  don’t  even  show  up  in  the 
unemployment  statistics. 

Mr.  Thompson  reflected  on  the  work  of 
the  Wesley  brothers  and  the  early 
Methodist  societies  among  the 
“hopeless’’  and  poverty-stricken 
residents  of  18th-century  England. 
Methodism  flourished  because  it  offered 
the  Gospel  to  those  persons  in  a  way  that 
gave  them  hope  and  because  it  brought 
about  social  change  that  allowed  persons 
with  motivation  to  raise  themselves  out 
of  destitution,  he  indicated. 

But  Mr.  Thompson  admits  to  a 
pessimism  that  United  Methodism  can 
do  the  same  for  the  “undersiders"  living 
in  the  large  public  housing  projects  near 
the  church,  many  of  them  members  of 
Henderson  UMC. 

“These  people  don’t  have  the  skills"  or 
the  background  to  help  them  get  a  job 
even  during  good  economic  times,  he 
said.  With  all  those  millions  of  persons 
with  solid  work  histories  now  in  the 
unemployment  lines,  how  realistic  is  it  to 


expect  that  the  "undersiders"  can  be 
motivated  by  economic  hope?  he  asked. 
“They’ll  never  see  anything  better  until 
we’re  a  full-employment  society.” 

The  Rev.  James  Lang  told  the 
Reporter  that  he  fears  that  many  former 
workers  who  have  been  unemployed  for 
some  time  will  slip  into  the  psychological 
state  of  the  “undersiders"  and  just  give 
up.  He  is  the  “community  minister"  with 
the  urban  ministry  of  Buffalo’s  United 
Methodist  churches. 

“There  is  a  rising  feeling  of  mistrust 
and  hopelessness  that  they  never  are 
going  to  pull  out  of  this,"  Mr.  Lang  said. 
“As  a  boy,  I  was  in  the  Great  Depression. 
I  don’t  think  it  was  as  tough  then  because 
people  had  more  pride  and  discipline  and 
they  were  determined  that  they  were 
going  to  make  it. 

“A  lot  of  spirit  has  been  destroyed 
here.  There’s  fatigue  in  this  part  of  the 
country,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  churches  such  as 
Henderson  UMC  will  continue  to  do  what 
they  can  with  limited  resources  in  the 
midst  of  impoverished  neighborhoods. 
But  much  more  is  needed  if  United 
Methodism  is  to  make  much  of  an 
impact,  he  said. 

"I  think  God  wills  that  everyone  have  a 
meaningful,  fulfilling  life.  But  I  don’t 
think  the  church  has  the  money,  the 
resources  or  the  heart  to  do  what  John 
Wesley  did  to  help  that  happen,”  Mr. 
Thompson  said. 

“Realistically,  you  won’t  see  United 
Methodism  becoming  that  prophetic 
unless  there’s  a  real  revival.” 


St.  Louis  gets 
‘ 88  conference 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodism’s  1988  General  Conference 
will  be  held  in  this  Gateway  City  on 
the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River,  the 
denomination’s  Commission  on  thr* 
General  Conference  decided  unani¬ 
mously  Sept.  28. 

Site  of  the  conference  will  be  the 
Alfonso  J.  Cervantes  Convention  & 
Exhibition  Center  which  was  opened 
in  1977. 

St.  Louis  was  one  of  four  cities  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  visited  by 
the  site  selection  committee.  Others 
were  Kansas  City,  Tulsa  and 
Oklahoma  City.  A  fifth  city,  San 
Antonio,  was  removed  from 
consideration  when  appropriate  dates 
could  not  be  cleared. 

It  will  be  the  first  regular  General 
Conference  here  since  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  formed  in  1968, 
although  an  adjourned  session  body 
was  held  here  in  1970.  Under  church 
law,  the  assembly  will  be  made  up  of 
approximately  1,000  voting  members, 
half  clergy  and  half  lay. 


Correction 

The  price  of  the  miniature  Cokesbury 
College  bell  being  sold  as  part  of  the 
bicentennial  of  American  Methodism 
was  incorrectly  listed  in  the  Oct.  8 
Reporter  as  $19.84.  The  correct  price  is 
$35.00.  The  larger  exact  replicas  of  the 
historic  bell  are  priced  at  $1,984,  of  which 
$1,000  goes  to  a  denomination-wide  fund 
to  promote  new  church  development. 
The  bells  in  both  sizes  are  available  from 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  601  W. 
Riverview  Ave.,  Dayton,  OH  45406. 


Constitutional  lift  for  needy  sought 


We're  looking 
for  someone  fo 
minister  to 
the  needs 
of  the  clergy. 

Ministers  Life,  an  80  year  old  company 
offering  insurance  and  retirement  planning  to 
religious  professionals,  is  seeking  individuals 
for  positions  as  regional  representatives. 

The  qualified  applicant  will  have  an  entre¬ 
preneurial  nature,  a  strong  commitment 
to  serving  the  clergy  as  a  career  professional 
and  o  desire  to  be  financially  successful.  No 
insurance  or  soles  expenence  is  necessory; 
a  complete  training  progam  will  be  provided 
The  first  ond  foremost  qualification  is  the 
commitment  to  serving  those  who  serve." 

Ministers  Lite  offers  an  exlremely 
competitive  compensation  plan  with  incentive 
income  plus  excellent  fringe  benefits. 

If  you  meet  the  above  qualifications  and 
wish  to  join  on  organization  committed  to 
serving  the  clergy,  contact  Mr.  AJ  Samuelson, 
toll-free,  at  1-806-328-6124. 


M- 


Ministers  Life 


Mnstors  [.,(<-  E&jtckng  MmecxJa  Mmesota  56416 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
AUSTIN  —  The  Texas  Conference  of 
Churches,  which  includes  both 
Protestant  and  Catholic  participants;  the 
Texas  Catholic  Conference  and 
numerous  church  members  are  among 
those  supporting  a  constitutional 
amendment  in  Texas  which  would 
increase  public  aid  to  needy  families 
with  dependent  children. 

The  issue  is  on  the  Nov.  1  general 
election  ballot.  The  program.  Aid  to 
Families  with  Dependent  Children,  is 
intended  to  represent  the  minimum  cost 
of  providing  food,  clothing,  housing, 
transportation  and  incidentals. 

AFDC  is  a  federally-mandated 


program,  but  each  state,  within  federal 
guidelines,  designs  its  own  programs. 
Texas  set  its  standard  of  need  in  1969  at 
$200  for  a  family  of  four,  and  that  amount 
has  not  been  increased. 

Supporters  of  the  proposed 
amendment  make  several  points : 

•  Only  Texas  has  a  constitutional  limit 
on  how  much  may  be  spent  in  AFDC 
benefits ; 

•  Only  Mississippi  ranks  lower  than 
Texas  in  the  size  of  grants  provided  to 
AFDC  beneficiaries; 

•  The  average  monthly  AFDC 
payment  per  recipient  in  Texas  is  $34. 

The  proposal  on  the  November  ballot, 
to  be  voted  up  or  down  by  Texas  voters. 


would  continue  the  constitutional  limit  on 
total  AFDC  expenses  but  would  raise  the 
permissible  amount  not  to  exceed  one 
percent  of  the  state  budget.  This 
compares  with  the  current  limit  of  $80 
million,  last  raised  in  1970. 

Leading  state  officials  have  indicated 
their  support  for  raising  the  AFDC  limit. 

A  broad-based  group  known  as 
“Citizens  Concerned  about  Children”  is 
coordinating  state-wide  efforts  toward 
passage.  The  head  of  its  steering 
committee  is  Phil  Strickland  of  the 
Christian  Life  Commission,  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas. 


Tumipseed,  a  United  Methodist  who 
directs  the  Southern  Asia  office  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  and  John 
Shade,  director  of  the  Pearl  Buck 
Foundation,  were  among  those  who 
brought  back  the  first  group  of  children 
to  their  relatives. 

The  group  which  arrived  last  week  is 
the  largest  group  of  Amerasians  allowed 
to  leave  Vietnam  since  1978,  when  29 
wives  and  children  of  Americans  were 
allowed  to  come  to  the  U.S. 

Because  the  U.S.  has  no  formal 
diplomatic  relations  with  Vietnam, 
church  and  voluntary  agencies  served  as 
the  “go-betweens"  which  led  to  the 
transfer  of  the  children  and  relatives  last 
week. 

The  agencies,  along  with  Church  World 
Service,  include;  American  Friends 
Service  Committee,  Pearl  Buck 
Foundation,  Operation  California,  Holt 
International  Children's  Service  and 
Americans  for  International  Aid.  The 
voluntary  efforts  were  coordinated  by 
the  umbrella  agency,  American  Council 
of  Voluntary  Agencies  in  Foreign 
Service. 

Agency  volunteers  met  the  children  at 
the  Los  Angeles  airport  on  Oct.  3  and 
helped. them  through  immigration.  The 
arrival  was  confused  but  joyful  as  the 
new  arrivals  waded  through  the  throng  of 
television  cameras,  reporters  and 
curious  onlookers. 

Mr.  Reighard  of  this  Dallas  suburb, 
and  his  wife  Dang,  talked  with  their  son 
by  phone  after  he  landed  in  Los  Angeles. 
“The  first  thing  he  said  was  ‘Grandma 


died,'  "  Mr.  Reighard  told  the  Reporter. 
(Michael's  maternal  grandmother,  who 
was  to  accompany  him  to  the  U.S.,  died 
in  January).  “He  was  crying.  I  guess  he 
didn’t  know  what  to  say." 

Michael  adjusted  quickly 

Michael  is  adjusting  quickly  to  his  new 
life,  Mr.  Reighard  said.  “He  speaks 
English.  He  was  one  of  the  lucky  children 
who  had  family  there  and  didn’t  have  to 
survive  on  the  streets,"  he  said.  Michael 
attended  a  Catholic  mission  school  while 
in  Vietnam  and  was  to  enter  the  fifth 
grade  in  Garland  public  school  this  week. 

Mr.  Reighard  and  his  wife  said  they 
were  forced  to  leave  their  son  in  early 
1973  after  he  received  orders  to  leave  the 
country  “in  two  hours." 

“My  wife  was  across  town  at  her 
mother's  house  and  Michael  was  with  his 
grandmother  visiting  relatives  about  100 
miles  away.  He  was  only  three-months- 
old,  and  we  had  to  make  a  tough 
decision,"  Mr.  Reighard  told  the 
Reporter.  “My  wife  did  not  want  to  come 
back  without  him  but  I  convinced  her. 
We’ve  been  trying  to  get  Michael  back 
for  nine  years." 

He  heard  from  his  child  via  letters 
which  were  censored,  he  said.  “There 
were  times  when  we  thought  we  were 
going  to  get  him  back  and  then  our  hopes 
would  be  shattered.  We  almost  gave  up." 
he  said. 

“Even  when  the  State  Department 
called  on  Sept.  13  and  said  he  was 
coming,  we  didn't  believe  it.  But  when  we 
talked  to  him  in  Los  Angeles,  we  knew 
everything  was  going  to  be  all  right.’ 


Media  ignores  church  role 
with  Amerasians,  says  bishop 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON  -  The  church’s 
integral  role  in  the  release  of  the 
Amerasian  children  is  being  virtually 
ignored  by  the  news  media,  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  who  was  on  the  six- 
member  Church  World  Service  team  who 
helped  persuade  the  Vietnamese 
government  to  release  the  children  told 
the  Reporter. 

Bishop  LeRoy  C.  Hodapp  of  the  Illinois 
Area  was  particularly  concerned  with 
the  half-hour  ABC  “Nightline”  program 
Oct.  7.  "By  relying  on  interviews  with 
U.S.  State  Department  officials  and  not 
contacting  church  leaders  who  have  first 
hand  information,"  the  bishop  said, 
“Americans  are  getting  incomplete  and 
sometimes  distorted  accounts.” 

For  example,  the  "Nigh  tline”  program 
repeatedly  advised  people  to  send 


inquiries  about  the  children  to  Donald 
Colin,  a  State  Dept,  official  in  Bangkok, 
Thailand  Bishop  Hodapp  said  the 
Church  World  Service  delegation  met 
with  Mr  Colin,  but  he  told  them  that 
inquiries  and  requests  to  him  most  likely 
would  go  unanswered  because  of 
understaffing  in  his  office. 

Other  United  Methodists  in  the  group, 
in  addition  to  the  Rev.  J.  Harry  Haines  of 
UMCOR  who  led  the  group  to  Vietnam 
and  Kampuchea  on  behalf  of  Church 
World  Service,  were  Francis  Dale, 
publisher  of  the  Los  Angeles  Herald 
Examiner;  his  wife  Kathleen;  Martha 
Morrison,  president  of  the  Mississippi 
United  Methodist  Women;  and  R. 
Lawrence  Tumipseed,  director  of  the 
Southern  Asia  office  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

-  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Texas  town  plans 
for  new  congregations 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

MIDLAND,  Tex.  —  United  Methodists 
here  believe  in  planning  ahead  and 
spreading  the  news  far  and  wide  long 
before  they  start  a  new  local  church. 

They  did  just  that  with  a  special  two- 
page  supplement  (front  and  back) 
published  in  the  three  United  Methodist 
Reporter  local  editions  serving  local 
churches  here  —  First  Church,  St.  Paul's 
and  St.  Luke’s.  Copies  of  the  special 
pages  were  also  mailed  to  all  members  of 
the  four  other  United  Methodist 
congregations  here  and  to  all  subscribers 
to  the  Northwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

This  city’s  growth,  fueled  in  recent 
years  by  the  oil  boom,  has  led  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  leaders  to  project  that  two 
local  churches  will  be  needed  in  addition 
to  the  seven  already  here. 

Anticipating  that  growth,  they  have 
formed  the  United  Methodist  City  Board 
of  Missions  of  Midland,  made  up  of  the 
pastors  and  lay  representatives^from 
each  of  the  seven  churches.  This  board 
has  contracted  to  buy  a  16.74-acre  site  in 
northwest  Midland  for  $477,090.  Only  6.9 
acres  of  that  site  is  anticipated  as  being 
needed  for  the  new  eighth  church,  so 
nearly  10  acres  will  be  offered  for  sale  at 
an  anticipated  price  of  $250,000. 

To  pay  for  the  initial  17-acre  site  and  to 


the  church  today . . . 


New  two-year  survey  to  examine 
effects  of  religious  TV  viewing 

PHILADELPHIA  ( RNS)  -  A  two-year 
study  of  the  effects  of  religious  television 
viewing,  funded  by  27  Christian 
organizations,  is  being  conducted  by  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania’s  Annenberg 
School  of  Communications  and  the 
Gallup  Organization. 

The  Annenberg  School  will  analyze 
survey  viewers  in  the  Southeast  and 
Northeast,  while  the  Gallup  Organization 
will  conduct  a  national  survey.  Among 
other  things,  the  project  will  seek  to 
determine  whether  religious  broad-' 
casting  brings  people  into  churches 
or  keeps  them  away,  and  how  the 
programs  affect  the  attitudes  of  viewers. 

“We  find  that  those  who  watch 
television  a  substantial  amount  of  time 
look  at  reality  different  from  those  who 
watch  television  less,”  said  George 
Gerbner.  dean  of  the  Annenberg  School, 
which  has  studied  the  relationship  of 
television  viewing  to  such  things  as  the 
health  habits  and  occupational  choices  of 
viewers. 

The  project  was  launched  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  U.S. 


Catholic  Conference,  and  National 
Religious  Broadcasters  following  a 
conference  in  New  York  two  years  ago  to 
discuss  “the  electronic  church." 

Draft  resister 
sentenced  to  30  months 

SAN  DIEGO  (RNS)  —  Benjamin  H. 
Sasway,  the  second  man  convicted  for 
failing  to  register  for  the  draft  since 
registration  was  reinstituted  in  1980,  has 
been  sentenced  to  30  months  in  prison . 

The  21 -year-old  student  of  political 
science  and  philosophy  at  Humboldt 
State  University  in  Areata  has  been  in 
jail  since  his  Aug  26th  conviction,  but  is 
now  free  pending  appeal.  His  mother  and 
sister  are  active  members  of  Vista  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Ted  Burner.  Mr.  Sasway’s  attorney, 
said  he  was  not  unhappy  with  the 
sentence,  given  the  possible  penalty  of 
five  years  in  jail  and  a  $10,000  fine.  The 
1980  Selective  Service  law  requires  all  18- 
year-old  men  to  register  for  the  draft 
within  30  days  of  their  birthdays. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  the  stiffest  penalty 
handed  dow»  since  the  Justice 
Department  began  prosecuting  resisters. 


buy  a  site  for  yet  another  <  ninth)  church, 
the  City  Board  of  Missions  estimated  it 
needs  $365,600.  And  to  raise  gifts  or 
pledges  toward  that  goal,  the  City  Board 
formed  “Midland  United  Methodist 
Futures." 

The  new  “futures”  group  staged  a 
telephone  telethon  Oct.  3-10  with  88 
volunteer  callers  seeking  to  reach  all 
members  of  all  current  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  Midland.  A  clip-out 
coupon  published  in  the  special  Reporter 
supplement  also  sought  gifts  or  pledges. 

The  first  new  congregation  is  expected 
to  start  during  the  local  centennial  year 
of  Methodism  in  Midland,  1985.  That  will 
mark  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  First  Church. 

First  UMC’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Lutrick,  chairman  of  the  special 
"futures"  fund  drive,  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  goal  is  to  provide  the  anticipated 
new  congregation  with  a  debt -free  piece 
of  property.  "The  City  Board  of  Missions 
will  continue  as  a  strategy  group  until 
that  group  gets  on  its  feet.  We  will  help 
them  arrange  a  temporary  place  to  meet 
and  do  whatever  else  we  can  to  help.” 

Each  existing  congregation  is  expected 
to  provide  “seed"  members  to  help 
“pioneer"  the  new  congregation.  Persons 
who  live  in  that  northwest  area  of  the  city 
will  be  encouraged  to  become  charter 
members  of  the  new  congregation. 


Prepare  for  Advent/Christmas  1982 


The  Lord  Is  My  Light 

By  Dwight  W.  Vogel 

A  short-term,  five- lesson  Bible  study 
to  help  Christian  adults  understand, 
appreciate,  and  participate  in  mean- 
mgful.and  joyous  celebration  of  the 
season1  Those  taking  part  in  the 
study  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
explore  passages  of  Scripture  that 
are  appropriate  to  Advent  and 
Christmas 

•  Five  lessons:  Expectation', 
Preparation',  Proclamation1, 
Identification',  and  Celebration' 

•  Overall  theme:  Christ  was 
born,  Christ  is  with  us,  and  Christ 
will  come  again 


•  More  group  participation! 

The  author  has  included  more 
opportunities  for  members  to 
directly  participate  in  the  study — 
including  responsive  readings  and 
several  hymns  and  carols  that  may 
be  read  aloud  or  sung  (Mr  Vogel 
directs  four  choirs  at  his  local 
church,)  And.  suggestions  for 
leaders  are  included  for  each 
lesson 

►  In  addition  to  its  use  as  a  short¬ 
term  Bible  study.  The  Lord  Is  My 
Light  can  be  utilized  by  church 
school  classes,  week-day  Bible 
study,  women's  study,  family  Bible 
study,  mtergenerational  groups, 
and  interdenominational  groups 


The  Lord  Is  My  Light:  Advent 
Christmas  Study 

G03-080342  1.65 

10  or  more  copies,  each.  1.25 

P333— UMR 


Cokesbury 


I  1  YES !  We  want  to  enrich  our  Advent/Christmas 
season  with  The  Lord  is  My  Light.  G03  080342  Each, 
$1.65.  10  or  more, each,  $1. 25.  Send  _____  copies! 


CHARGE  TO 

Street _ 


166!  North  Northwest  Highway*  Park  Ridge,  It  60068 
1635  Adrian  Road  •  8urlmgame,  CA  94010 
201  Eighth  Avenue,  South  •  P  O  Box  801  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 


□  Payment  enclosed  □  Open  a  Cokesbury  Account 

□  Charge  Cokesbury  Acct  No _ 


SEND  TO 

Street _ 


Oty/state/zip_ 


City/state/zip_ 


Prices  subject  to  change  transportation  extra  Add  sales  tax.  if  applicable 
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Pastoral  Letters  I  Urgent  Support  Needed  for 

Lebanon  Emergency  Appeal 


By 

THE  REVEREND  KIRBY  A.  VINING 
First  United  Methodist  Church 

Monroe,  Louisiana  v 

In  his  journal,  George  Whitefield  tells  of  his  experience  on  the  ocean  journey  to 
America  from  England  in  1738.  In  those  days  travel  was  very  difficult  and  any  trip 
became  a  long,  time-consuming  venture. 

On  this  particular  journey  Whitefield  sensed  the  likelihood  of  impending  danger  for 
all  on  board.  In  his  journal  he  wrote:  “Our  allowance  of  water  is  just  one  pint  a  day, 
our  sails  are  exceedingly  thin  and  some  of  them  last  night  were  split,  and  no  one 
knows  where  we  are.  But  God  does  and  that  is  sufficient.” 

Maybe  this  is  the  message  we  so  desperately  need  to  hear  in  our  own  day,  the  old 
word  that  “God  is,  and  He  is  sufficient.”  When  there  is  no  help,  there  is  God’s  help. 
When  there  is  no  way  out,  there  is  God’s  way.  Where  there  is  nothing,  there  is  God. 

He  has  spoken  to  us:  “Fear  not,  for  I  am  with  you,  be  not  dismayed,  for  I  am  your 
God;  I  will  strengthen  you,  I  will  help  you,  I  will  uphold  you  with  my  victorious  right 
hand.”  (Isa. 41:10) 

Pastor  Does  Not  Remember 
Having  Sight 

By  J.  KEVIN  BROSETTE 

The  Reverend  Mickey  Stringfield, 
pastor  of  Elysian  Fields  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  New  Orleans,  does  not 
remember  ever  having  sight.  He  was 
bom  with  retino  glastoma,  tumors  of  the 
eyes.  By  the  time  he  was  about  a  year 
old,  he  was  totally  blind.  Yet  he  handles 
his  blindness  more  as  a  mere  coincidence 
than  a  handicap.  His  educational 
background  attests  to  his  positive 
attitude  and  incisive  mind. 

Stringfield  received  his  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  History  from  LSU  and  his  Master 
of  Divinity  from  Harvard  School  of 
Divinity.  Stringfield,  a  native  of 
Florence,  South  Carolina,  lived  in  Baton 
Rouge  from  age  1  through  his  college 
graduation.  He  attended  schools  for  the 
blind  through  high  school  and  admits  he 
had  some  doubts  about  attending  LSU. 

But  he  didn’t  want  to  go  anywh«Fe-else 
really.  At  LSU,  the  New  Orleans  pastor 
learned  to  use  a  cane  for  the  first  time 
and  says  he  knew  the  campus  “very 
well.” 

In  class,  he  took  notes  in  braille  and 
“just  tried  to  remember”  the  lectures. 

For  reading  assignments,  he  used 
readers  and  recordings  from  a  New  York 
recording  service  for  the  blind.  On  his 
tests,  harrowing  enough  for  any  student, 

Stringfield  typed  answers  on  a  regular 
typewriter  or  had  readers  read  questions 
and  then  write  his  answers.  A  continuing 
desire  for  academic  excellence  led  him 
to  the  ordained  ministry. 

While  at  Harvard,  Stringfield  met  a 
rabbi  who  sold  him  on  the  ministry, 
describing  the  opportunities  to  really 
help  people.  Stringfield  says  he  thought 
God  spoke  to  him  through  that  rabbi. 

Stringfield  exudes  faith  and 
enthusiasm  as  he  interprets  the  role  of 
the  Church  and  of  the  clergy.  “Two 
things  the  Church  does,  it  reaches  people 
with  the  gospel  who  are  well-educated 
and  thoughtful,  of  a  scientific  mind  and  it 
reaches  people  with  the  gospel  who  need 
to  be  liberated  and  gives  them  some  hope 
when  they  are  really  oppressed.” 

Stringfield  says  the  heart  of  the  gospel 
means  each  of  us  can  help  others.  He 
defines  the  Holy  Spirit  as  a  “redemptive, 
living,  caring  presence,  part  of  your  life 
who’s  there  aiding  you.”  As  a  minister, 
he  wants  to  help  people  realize  they  can 
“take  control  of  their  own  lives,  that  it 
isn’t  hopeless.” 

In  his  nine  years  of  ministry, 

Stringfield  has  discovered  that 
some  people  are  alienated  from 
Christianity  because  of  the  human 
models  they  see.  He  says,  “Eventually, 
you’ve  got  to  make  some  choice  that 
something  you  believe  is  your  own 
choice,  and  do  so  without  being 
judgmental  about  it."  He  concedes  that, 
ironically,  having  faith  in  the  first  place 
is  very  much  a  matter  of  faith. 

Stringfield  believes  Christianity 
demands  a  balance  between  faith  and 
intellect. 

A  striking  instance  of  faith  provided 
Stringfield  with  one  of  the  highlights  of 
his  ministry.  He  and  his  wife  shared 


communion  with  a  lady  dying  of  cancer 
and  her  husband.  “Being  able  to  kneel  by 
someone’s  bed,  love  somebody  and  share 
the  body  of  Christ,  share  deeply  their 
feelings  and  know  how  strong  their  faith 
is,  is  a  very  meaningful  and  powerful 
thing.  You  don’t  say  much,  you  just  live 
in  that  moment." 

Living  in  the  moment  is  definitely  one 
of  Stringfield’s  many  strengths.  On  that 
subject,  he  comments,  “Different  people 
have  to  come  to  the  point  where  they 
know  who  they  are  and  accept  that. 
What’s  difficult  is  to  find  people  who  are 
secure  enough  in  themselves  to  say.  “If 
this  is  how  I  live,  it’s  all  right,  but  I  know 
it’s  not  the  only  way  to  live.” 

Thirty-seven  year  old  Stringfield’s  way 
of  life  includes  his  wife  and  a  7  year-old 1 
daughter.  His  wife  is  sighted  and  his 
daughter  currently  has  one  artificial  eye. 
He  met  his  wife,  Joyce,  at  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  He  was  working  there  one 
summer.  She  was  a  member  and  church 
school  teacher  at  Rayne  Memorial. 

Paradoxically,  his  favorite  hobby  is 
reading.  His  electic  reading  list  includes 
works  by  Dickens,  Steinbeck,  Tolstoy, 
Hemingway,  Faulkner,  and 
Shakespeare.  He  explains,  almost 
apologetically,  "You  can  cover  more, 
listening  to  a  record  of  a  book.”  But,  he 
reads  by  record  and  braille.  He  read  all 
13  braille  volumes  of  Gone  With  the  Wind 
and  all  10  volumes  of  The  Pickwick 
Papers,  in  braille.  During  the  interview, 
a  record  of  a  current  Sports  Illustrated 
was  on  his  desk.  He  laments  a  lack  of 
records  of  current  books  and  would  love 
to  have  people  volunteer  to  read  books 
aloud  onto  cassettes  for  him. 

In  many  cases,  records  of  current 
magazines  are  available  from  the  state 
library  or  other  libraries.  Among  the 
magazines  Stringfield  reads:  Newsweek, 
Sports  Illustrated,  Atlantic  Monthly,  and 
Psychology*  Today.  He  doesn’t  usually 
write  down  notes  of  sermons,  but  uses 
examples  from  these  magazines  and 
everyday  life.  Stringfield  picks  the 
scriptures  for  the  weekly  service,  then 
can  often  be  found  brainstorming  about 
.  the  accompanying  sermon  and  service 
on  his  porch  swing. 

Whether  brainstorming  or  performing 
any  of  his  varied  ministerial  tasks,  the 
Reverend  Mickey  Stringfield  realizes 
some  are  inspired  by  him.  Yet,  he  feels  a 
certain  burden  as  an  inspiration  to 
others.  He  says  he  sometimes  falls  short 
of  being  inspirational  and  needs 
motivating  himself. 

Still,  one  cannot  help  but  admire  this 
articulate,  blind  minister,  so  full  of  love, 
understanding,  and  faith.  Perhaps  he 
best  summarizes  his  ministry  and  his  life 
when  he  says,  “I  find  good  things 
anywhere  I  go.  You  can  look  at  a 
situation  and  say,  yuck,  this  is  horrible, 
or  you  can  look  at  it  and  say,  look,  here’s 
something  good  about  it.” 

Stringfield  is  living  proof  that  we  can 
find  “something  good”  in  almost  any 
situation  and  that  we  can  “take  control  of 
our  own  lives.” 


Workshop  bn  the  Family 


Sponsored  by : 


Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  Centenary  College 

Saturday,  November  6, 1982 
R.  E.  Smith  Building 


—  Seminars  — 

Human  Sexuality:  Leader,  Dr.  Mark  Dulle,  will  examine  counseling  prob¬ 
lems  confronted  by  families  in  the  area  of  human  sexuality.  9-11 :30  a.m. 

Single  Parent  Family:  Leader,  Mrs.  Barbara  Throne-Thompson,  will  deal  with 
issues  confronting  the  single  parent  family.  1-3:30  p.m. 

Registration  Fee:  $5.00  Lunch:  $3.25 

Continuing  Education:  1/2  hr.  ministers 


The  statistics  coming  from  the 
Lebanon  tragedy  are  staggering.  United 
Methodist  churches  are  asking  how  we 
can  help.  To  assist  with  the  concern,  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  has  issued  an  urgent  appeal 
for  Lebanon  relief  for  $500,000. 

Thousands  of  civilians  have  been  killed 
and  thousands  more  seriously  wounded. 
All  hospitals  were  damaged  or 
destroyed,  and  as  a  result- several 
schools  are  being  used  as  hospitals. 
Crops  which  were  destroyed  in  the 
southern  region  provided  80  percent  of 
the  people’s  livelihood.  Cities  and 
Palestinian  refugee  camps  have  been 
leveled,  displacing  (by  latest  figures) 
more  than  300,000  persons.  All  services 
have  been  disrupted  in  Beirut  and 
Southern  Lebanon. 

The  appeal  was  first  issued  this 
summer.  So  far  only  $61,000  has  come  in, 
and  the  need  for  funds  is  urgent. 


UMCOR,  cooperating  in  a  worldwide 
ecumenical  effort  through  the  Middle 
East  Council  of  Churches  (MECC),  is  at 
work  in  Lebanon  on  many  fronts.  Some 
of  our  involvements  include:  1)  dis¬ 
tributions  of  relief  supplies  in  four 
regions:  West  Beirut,  East  Beirut, 
Saida/Sidon  (southern  Lebanon)  and 
Tripoli  (northern  Lebanon);  2)  garbage 
collection  and  a  sanitation  campaign; 
and  3)  medical  programs,  including  the 
distribution  of  supplies  to  emergency 
medical  centers  and  hospitals  (40  tons  to 
date),  and  the  purchase  of  such  items  as 
three  ambulances,  an  X-ray  machine, 
and  operating  room  equipment. 

Sixty-four  medical  personnel  have 
been  brought  in  from  various  nations 
including  the  U.S.,  but  many  more  are 
needed. 

The  public  health  situation  is 
extremely  serious,  and  epidemics  have 
been  avoided  only  by  intensive 


Commemorative  Stamp 
Efforts  Continue 


DALLAS  (UMNS)  —  Launching  a 
national  campaign  for  a  proposed  U.S. 
postage  stamp  to  commemorate 
American  Methodism’s  1984  bicentennial 
and  reports  of  progress  on  a  variety  of 
projects  highlighted  a  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Bicentennial 
Committee’s  executive  committee  on 
September  29. 

Learning,  that  the  Postal  Service’s 
Citizens  Stamp  Advisory  Committee  had 
turned  down  a  request  for  a  “circuit 
rider”  commemorative  stamp,  the 
committee  launched  an  all-out  effort. 

The  campaign  will  feature  petitions, 
cards,  letters,  Mailgrams,  telephone 
calls  and  personal  visits.  A  pro-stamp 
petition  is  to  be  drafted  quickly  and  sent 
to  all  district  superintendents  who  will  be 


asked  to  solicit  signatures  while 
conducting  charge  conferences  in  local 
churches  this  fall  and  winter. 

Also  to  be  enlisted  in  the  campaign  are 
bicentennial  interpreters,  who  have  been 
named  in  50  of  73  annual  conferences, 
and  conference  council  directors.  Those 
at  the  meeting  identified  persons  in  the 
Postal  Service  and  in  Congress  who 
might  be  enlisted,  including  Senators 
Robert  Dole  of  Kansas  and  John  Tower  of 
Texas,  United  Methodist  laymen,  and 
Rep.  Robert  Edgar  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
United  Methodist  minister. 

Initiative  for  the  stamp  campaign  was 
taken  by  the  Reverend  William  Quick, 
Detroit,  Michigan,  chairperson  of  the 
task  force  on  commemora fives. 


Centenary  College  Choir 
To  Perform  in  China 


The  Centenary  College  Choir  will 
travel  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  when  it 
makes  its  1983  Summer  Concert  Tour  to 
the  Peoples  Republic  of  China. 

The  55-member  choir  and  special 
guests  will  also  make  appearances  in 
Japan,  where  they  will  be  the  guests  of 
Seisi  Kato,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Toyota  Motor  Sales,  Inc. 

This  is  the  second  time  the  Choir  has 
traveled  to  the  Orient,  but  the  first  time 
to  China,  a  communist  country.  In 
January,  1980,  the  Choir  traveled  behind 
the  Iron  Curtain  when  they  made  a 
concert  tour  of  Russia  and  Poland. 

This  oriental  itinerary  includes  Tokyo, 
Beijing  (Peking),  Sian,  Shanghai, 
Soochow,  Hangchow,  and  Hong  Kong. 
The  “Singing  Ambassadors”  will  visit 
such  faraway  places  as  the  Great  Wall  of 
China,  a  Confucian  temple,  11th  century 
gardens,  a  silk  factory,  and  even  a 
commune  producing  Dragon  Well  Tea. 


The  cost  of  the  trip  is  approximately 
$3,000  per  person.  Funds  raised  by  the 
Choir  from  extra  programs,  concerts  and 
from  gifts  will  be  used  to  help  defray  the 
costs.  Special  guests  including  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Donald  Webb,  president  of  the 
College;  members  of  the  faculty  and 
staff,  and  trustees,  will  pay  their  own 
expenses.  Others  who  hope  to  travel  with 
the  group  include  a  photographer  for 
Louisiana  Life  magazine  and  a  former 
editor  of  The  Houston  Post. 

Shreveport  senior  Ed  Hall  is  president 
of  the  Choir,  which  will  open  its  concert 
year  at  Rhapsody  in  View  on  November  1 
and  2,  at  8:00  p.m.  in  the  Civic  Theatre. 
Tickets  are  $2.50  each  and  may  be 
purchased  from  any  choir  member  or 
any  member  of  the  Lions  Club  which  co¬ 
sponsors  the  event. 

For  more  information  on  the  trip  or  on 
the  choir,  contact  Dr.  Andress,  318-424- 
4373. 


TV 
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campaigns  providing  health  education 
and  by  the  distribution  of  a  variety  of 
supplies,  including  tablets  for  water 
purification. 

In  South  Lebanon  where  80  percent  of 
the  people  depend  on  agriculture  and 
fishing  for  their  livelihood,  the  MECC*  is 
also  at  work.  Because  all  agricultural 
and  fishing  operations  were  seriously 
disrupted  by  the  invasion,  “Agricultural 
Rescue  Operations”  have  been  launched. 

Your  church  is  at  work  in  Lebanon  in 
these  and  many  other  ways.  It  is 
imperative  that  United  Methodists  do 


their  share  in  this  important  relief  and 
rehabilitation  effort  by  giving  to 
UMCOR,  Lebanon  Appeal  *640781-4. 

General  Advance  credit  is  given  for 
contributions  made  in  response  to  this 
appeal.  Funds  to  support  the  appeal  . 
should  be  made  payable  to  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
and  forwarded  to  the  conference 
treasurer’s  office.  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway, 
P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821,  or 
the  Treasurer  GCFA,  United  Methodist 
Church,  Room  1439,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 


Around  The  Conference 
Southside  United  Methodist 
Holds  Evangelistic  Services 

The  Reverend  George  Ross,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Katy,  Texas,  was  the  guest  evangelist  in  services  at  the  Southside  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Monroe,  Louisiana.  The  evangelistic  services  were  held  on 
October  17-19. 

The  Reverend  Ross  has  pastored  many  churches  in  Louisiana  including  Noel 
Memorial  and  Caddo  Heights  in  Shreveport,  Grace  in  Ruston,  Asbury  in 
Lafayette,  Broadmoor  in  Baton  Rouge,  and  First  Church  in  New  Orleans  before 
transferring  to  Texas.  He  has  since  served  Terrace  in  Houston  and  St.  Luke’s  in 
Kilgore  before  going  to  Katy.  The  Reverend  Lea  Joyner  is  the  pastor  at 
Southside  United  Methodist  Church. 

Charge-Wide  Outdoor  Service  Held 

The  Centenary,  Ebenezer,  and  Branch  United  Methodist  Churches  held  a 
Charge-Wide  Outdoor  Service  and  an  Old  Fashioned  Dinner-on-the-Grounds  at 
the  Ebenezer  United  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  October  10. 

The  worship  service  was  held  by  the  laity  and  featured  congregational 
singing,  special  music,  prayers,  and  a  sermon  delivered  by  William  N.  Knight, 
an  attorney  and  an  active  United  Methodist  layman  from  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Jennings. 

The  Dinner-on-the-grounds  followed  the  service,  and  the  afternoon  activities 
included  time  for  fellowship,  old  fashioned  games,  and  a  Gospel  music  concert. 
The  Reverend  Doug  Foreman  is  pastor  of  the  Centenary,  Ebenezer,  and  Branch 
charge. 

Raymond  United  Methodist  Church 
Youth  See  Passion  Play 


A  new  monthly  television  program  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  will  begin  Sunday, 
November  21  at  7:00  p.m.  entitled  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Magazine.  The  one  hour 
program  will  include  major  news  events  in  the  Louisiana  Conference,  brief  reports  on 
various  institutions  and  churches,  a  message  from  Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  and 
other  features  of  interest  to  United  Methodists.  Details  on  satellite  and  channel 
information  will  be  announced  soon.  • 

*  *  * 

The  fourth  telecast  by  United  Methodist  Communications  will  be  Sunday,  October 
24  at  6:00  p.m.  on  satellite  Satcom  3  (F3),  Channel  18.  The  first  half  hour  will  be  a 
Bible  study  based  on  Deuteronomy  4:32-40  by  Dr.  Edward  Bauman  entitled 

God’s  Presence  in  History 

God’s  revelation  in  the  Old  Testament  is  primarily  through  the  events  in  the 
history  of  the  people  of  Israel.  How  do  we  experience  God's  presence  in  (1)  our 
personal  history  and  (2)  our  history  as  a  nation. 

The  second  half  hour,  Journeys  in  Christian  Growth,  will  be  hosted  by  Eli  Wallach 
and  is  entitled 

Mirror,  Mirror  on  the  Wall 

Physical  loss,  changes  in  our  bodies,  involve  not  merely  our  vanity,  but  our 
very  identity.  Life  is  a  continual  process  of  physical  losses  which  force  us  to 
repeatedly  alter  our  picture  of  ourselves. 


The  Raymond  United  Methodist  Youth  recently  made  a  trip  to  Eureka 
Springs,  Arkansas  to  see  the  Passion  Play.  All  of  the  youth  agreed  that  the  time 
and  effort  they  spent  raising  money  for  the  trip,  and  the  many  months  that  they 
spent  in  preparation,  were  well  worth  it.  The  trip  was  a  wonderful  success.  The 
Reverend  Eskell  Tatum  is  pastor. 

Those  in  attendance  were  Chris  Reeves,  Jimmy  Granger,  Todd  Hine,  Glynn  * 
Phenice,  Missy  Bryan,  Suzanne  Reeves,  Kim  Luntsford,  Joey  Guidry, 
Stephanie  Reeves,  Kathy  Guidry,  Cindy  Litteral,  Natalie  Avant,  Stacy 
Thurmon,  and  Sherry  Reeves.  Parents  attending  as  chaperones  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Reeves.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Guidry,  and  Mrs.  Marilyn  Thurmon. 

Summer  ’82  Active  for  UMM 
of  First  UMC,  Lafayette 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette,  have 
been  quite  busy  for  the  summer  months.  June  represented  an  eventful  month  as 
the  United  Blood  Services  of  Lafayette  sent  a  representative  speaker.  For  the 
month  of  July,  Mr.  Ken  Ward  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  met 
with  them  as  their  featured  speaker.  The  main  event  in  August  was  a  panel 
discussion  with  the  theme  “Concerned  Citizens  Movement  Against  Drunken 
Driving.”  Present  on  the  panel  for  August  were  Senator  Allen  R.  Bares, 
Representative  Ron  Gomez,  City  Judge  Kaliste  Saloom,  Jr.,  District  Attorney 
J.  Nathan  Stansbury,  and  City  Police  representative,  Mr.  Johnny  Huval. 

Mr.  Chipper  J.  Hamm  is  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Men  at  First 
Church.  The  Reverend  W.  O.  Lynch  is  pastor. 


Homeless,  Runaway  Youth  Studied  By  Church 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Operation  of 
emergency  shelters,  drop-in  centers,  and 
working  with  parents  are  ways  in  which 
church-related  agencies  can  help 
homeless  runaway  youth,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  sponsored  consultation  was  told  in 
late  summer  in  New  York. 

A  group  of  40  representatives  of  United 
Methodist  Church  related  ministries, 
leaders  of  a  national  network  in  that 


field,  private  consultants,  and  a. 
researcher  for  a  state  office  on  child 
abuse  met  with  speakers  from  an. 
advocacy  project  for  runaway  and 
homeless  youth  in  New  York.  The  goal  of; 
the  meeting  was  to  examine  the  extent  of 
the  problem  and  study  what  churches 
and  agencies  such  as  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  National  Division  might  do  to 
help. 
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Shared  experiences  with  other 
Christians  enhance  our  witness 


After  more  than  a  decade  of  formal 
dialogue,  three  branches  of  the  Lutheran 
Ghurch  in  the  U.S.  and  the  Episcopal 
Church  have  agreed  to  permit  ‘’joint 
celebrations"  of  Holy  Communion 
among  their  members  (see  story 
elsewheVe  in  this  issue.  While  still  not  in 
agreement  on  all  points  of  church 
doctrine,  the  leaders  of  these  four 
churches  also  called  for  cooperative 
efforts  in  such  other  areas  as 
evangelism,  social  action  and  shared 
facilities  to  extend  the  sense  of  oneness  in 
Christ  they  will  experience  together  at 
the  Lord's  table. 

We  are  encouraged  by  this  relatively 
small  but  significant  step  toward  oneness 
among  Christ’s  followers.  John  H.  P. 
Reumann,  a  professor  at  Philadelphia 
Lutheran  Seminary,  was  on  target  in 
noting  that  ‘we  come  to  full  Christian 
unity  not  merely  by  doctrinal  agreement 
but  by  shared  experience."  While  in  no 
way  suggesting  that  doctrine  and/or 
“doctrinal  agreement"  is  unimportant, 
we  believe  that  "shared  experience" 
both  enhances  understanding  among 
Christians  and  bears  witness  to  the  truth 
of  Christ’s  teachings. 

The  Lutheran-Episcopalian  dialogue  is 
but  one  of  many  ongoing  interchanges 
between  leaders  of  different  denomi¬ 
nations  Our  own  denomination  has 
recently  completed  similar  dialogues 
with  the  four  Lutheran  denominations 

Welcome  to  new  readers  in 
Lighthouse  Point,  Florida 

With  this  issue,  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
approximately  500  member-families  of 
the  Trinity  UMC  in  Lighthouse  Point, 
Florida  <  Florida  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church's  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Lighthouse 
Point,  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper 
interesting  and  informative,  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

•  And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
•the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
•for  reading  your  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter 


and  Roman  Catholics  and  plans  to  begin 
dialogue  soon  with  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Diocese  of  North  and  South  America. 
Unlike  some  dialogues  which  seem  never 
to  move  beyond  cordial  conversations, 
the  Lutherans  and  Episcopalians  have 
set  a  practical  example  worthy  of 
emulation  by  all  Christian  bodies.  It  also 
exemplifies  a  cooperative  spirit  worthy 
of  emulation  by  local  congregations  and 
by  individual  Christians  of  all 
denominations.  This  spirit  results  in  a 
sense  of  Christian  unity  without 
sacrificing  the  positive  identity  of 
individual  traditions,  without  replacing 
rich  diversity  with  rigid  conformity,  and 
without  the  long  and  tedious  efforts 
which  are  required  to  merge  denomi¬ 
national  structures. 

To  their  credit,  some  churches  have 
been  sharing  programs,  resources,  and 
facilities  for  many  years.  Even  when 
such  cooperation  across  denominational 
lines  is  modest  in  size,  its  impact  usually 
exceeds  what  the  individuals  or  groups 
could  accomplish  separately.  As  such 
shared  experiences  among  Christians 
take  place,  they  serve  to  add  new 
‘‘traditions’’  and  ‘‘identities’’  in 
Christian  unity  to  those  we  already  .enjoy 
on  a  denominational  basis. 

As  we  approach  the  annual  observance 
of  Reformation  Sunday,  it  would  be 
abundantly  appropriate  for  us  to  use 
what  has  traditionally  been  a  celebration 
of  a  serious  split  in  the  church  to  consider 
similarly  practical  ways  in  which  we 
might,  as  Christians,  experience  and 
bear  witness  to  our  oneness  in  Christ  with 
Christians  of  other  denominations. 
Shared  worship  experiences  on  special 
days  such  as  Reformation  Sunday  or 
Thanksgiving  can  increase  unity  not  only 
in  local  churches,  but  in  whole 
communities  as  well.  Even  the  most 
theologically  diverse  groups  could 
profitably  develop  and  maintain  a  local 
food  bank  or  a  soup  kitchen  to  meet  the 
special  needs  of  persons  who  have  lost 
their  jobs. 

Practical  breakthroughs  in  under¬ 
standing  like  those  recently  reached  by 
the  Lutherans  and  Episcopalians  are 
clearly  cause  for  rejoicing.  But 
individual  Christians  and  local 
congregations  need  not  await  the  results 
of  formal  dialogues  or  denominational 
decisions  to  create  shared  experiences  of 
faith  and  Christian  faithfulness.  There 
are  opportunities  all  around  us  to  join 
hands  and  hearts  with  other  Christians  to 
do  Christ’s  work  and  thereby  testify  to 
the  truth  of  His  message. 


My  Witness 


God  calls  us  to  the  future 


not  the  ‘Good 

By  PHIL  SHULL 

In  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a 
clamor  to  get  back  to  the  basics,  to  the 
fundamentals.  For  many  people,  the 
solution  to  all  the  world’s  problems  is  to 
"return  to  another  time  and  to  a  simpler 
way  of  doing  things.  There  is  some  truth 
to  this  position.  We  all  know  of  items 
which  are  less  dependable  as  they 
become  more  and  more  complicated. 

But  I  contend  that  just  the  opposite  is 
more  often  than  not  the  case.  The  more 
sophisticated  our  world  becomes,  the 


Old  Days’ 

remember  when  it  used  to  take  ten  to 
fifteen  minutes  just  to  make  a  connection 
on  a  long  distance  phone  call.  Calculators 
used  to  be  large,  complicated  machines 
that  sat  in  banks  instead  of  pocket  sized 
electronic  wizards  that  perform  a 
multitude  of  functions.  Without  requiring 
you  to  expose  your  age,  I  would  remind 
many  of  you  of  the  time  Dewey  was 
declared  President  simply,  because  of  the 
lack  of  communications  available  during 
election  returns.  I  realize  that  there  will 
be  some  who  wish  he  had  won  instead  of 


more  smoothly  it  functions.  This  is  true 
in  mechanics,  medicine,  electronics, 
politics,  and  theology. 

I  remember  the  number  of  hours  that 
used  to  be  spent  fixing  machines.  A 
combine  only  cut  wheat  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  number  of  spare  parts 
available.  Children  spent  their  summers 
in  the  past  in  fear  of  polio  and  their 
winters  suffering  from  mumps  and 
measles.  And  I  am  sure  many  of  us  can 
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Harry  Truman,  but  that  is  old  politics. 

In  my  years  as  a  pastor  I  have  met  a 
number  of  persons  who  still  are  bitter 
because  of  the  “Old  Time  Religion’’  that 
would  not  allow  people  to  marry,  would 
not  bury  backsliders,  and  was  harsh  and 
unforgiving.  And  can  you  imagine  what 
would  have  happened  if  the  Catholic 
priest  and  the  Methodist  preacher  were 
seen  playing  golf  together,  let  alone 
sharing  in  worship  service  and  Bible 
study. 

I  have  a  great  appreciation  for  our 
heritage,  and  I  love  to  study  religious, 
political  and  biblical  history.  But  I  am 
not  one  who  wishes  to  see  our  world 
return  to  the  “old  time  fundamentals.” 
Allow  me  to  explain  why: 

1.  The  U.S.  Congress  recently 
reaffirmed  the  1965  voting  rights  act.  It 
has  complicated  politics  in  the  U.S.  to  be 
sure.  Yet  I  would  much  rather  live  in  a 
nation  that  functions  with  a  one-person 
one-vote  democracy  than  a  democracy 
based  on  racial  prejudice  as  we  find  in 
old  fashioned  South  Africa. 

2.  In  recent  weeks  we  have  watched  in 
horror  as  Islam's  Shia  Muslims  export 
their  form  of  fundamentalism  into  the 
Middle  Eastern  Gulf  States.  I  do  not, 
however,  pretend  to  make  a  defense  for 
belligerent  Iraq  where  a  small  Baathist 
Party  rules  a  nation  of  Sunni,  Shia  and 
Kurdish  Muslims  with  an  iron  hand. 

3.  Remember  also,  the  war  in  Lebanon 
was  caused  by  traditionalist  Maronite 
Christians.  Sunni  Muslims.  Orthodox 
Christians,  Shia  Muslims  and  Druze 
Muslims  all  hating  one  another. 
Meanwhile  the  Syrian  ruling  party  is 
made  up  exclusively  of  Alawite  Muslims 
who  are  a  small  minority  in  a  land  of 
Sunni  Muslims.  This  is  all  fueled  by 
another  fundamentalist  group,  the 
Zionists  of  Israel  who.  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Lukid  Party  of  Menachem 
Begin,  virtually  bombarded  Beirut  into 
ruination. 

As  I  view  those  who  want  to  get  back  to 
the  basics,  I  am  troubled  by  what  I  see.  I 
am  a  Christian,  called  by  God  to  a  vision 
of  the  future.  Christ  called  us  not  to  the 
“Good  Old  Days,"  but  to  the  Kingdom  of 
God  —  the  Ultimate  Good  New  Days. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Phil  Shull,  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Great  Falls.  Montana  (Yellowstone  Con¬ 


ference) 


Here  I  Stand 

We  do  not  need  an  ‘inerrant’ Bible 
to  have  scripture  inspired'  hr  God 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  JEFF  P.  PAUL 

In  his  dream  at  Joppa,  Peter  was  told 
to  eat  some  hog  meat.  All  of  his 
traditional  upbringing  revolted  against 
such  an  atrocious  idea.  “Me,  a  Jew.  eat 
such  ungodly  food.  No! " 

Like  Peter.  I  had  a  traditional  upbring¬ 
ing  in  the  country,  spending  my  child¬ 
hood  in  Louisiana.  I  can  thoroughly 
understand  how  the  fundamentalists  in 
our  midst  feel  when  they  insist  that  the 
church  must  stand  by  all  of  its  traditional 
ideas. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  liberals  have 
besmirched  the  name  of  liberalism  by 
becoming  advocates  of  all  kinds  of 
notions  that  would  take  us  off  into  the 
wild  blue  yonder.  Some  ministers  now 
tell  us  that  God  is  personal  only  ‘‘in  a 
way.”  If  God  is  not  personal  to  a  degree 
that  makes  Him  the  Intelligent  Father  of 
Jesus  Christ,  there  is  no  god  at  all ! 

Somehow,  many  of  us  have  gotten  the 
notion  that  affirming  the  Bible  to  be 
essentially  inspired  by  God  is  equivalent 
to  saying  that  it  is  entirely  inerrant.  Such 
is  not  necessarily  the  case.  God  has  all 
power  and  knowledge.  An  overwhelming 
manifestation  from  Him  would  suppress 
our  ability  to  make  moral  choices 
responsibly  and  freely.  He  can  inspire  us 


such  that,  in  our  limited  ways,  we  can 
make  responsible  use  of  the  freedom  He 
has  given  us. 

Thus,  we  do  not  need  an  inerrant  Bible 
—  nor  even  a  Christ  who  knew  everything 
while  He  was  on  earth.  In  fact,  Jesus  said 
He  did  not  know  the  day  nor  the  hour  of 
His  return  to  earth;  only  the  Father 
knows  that.  Will  some  people  who  insist 
on  following  the  Bible  please  note  that 
Matthew,  Mark,  and  Luke,  all  three, 
quoted  Jesus  on  this.  We  are  not  ignoring 
the  Bible. 

Jesus  said  that  he  is  not  a  child  of 
Abraham  who  is  one  after  the  flesh  but 
after  the  spirit.  This  is  a  biblical 
cancellation  of  a  sound  Scriptural  basis 
for  Zionism,  as  far  as  biblically-guided 
Christians  are  concerned.  Christians 
have  inherited  the  promise  of  Abraham, 
to  be  fulfilled  figuratively,  in  their 
mission  to  evangelize  all  the  world  —  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Nile  and  the 
Euphrates! 

As  for  the  doctrine  of  the  virgin  birth. 
Paul  never  mentioned  it.  That  seems 
strange,  if  the  doctrine  is  as  important  as 
some  people  claim.  Also,  the  idea  was 
ignored  by  both  Mark  and  John  in  their 
gospels.  Besides,  the  stories  of  the  virgin 
birth  as  told  by  Matthew  and  Luke  do 


not  fit  together  any  way  you  work  at  it. 
Try  it  for  yourself,  fairly  and  honestly. 
We  must  conclude  that  God’s  inspiration 
was  not  of  a  nature  that  precluded  some 
human  effort  —  and  error  —  in  writing 
the  records  we  call  the  Bible. 

If  that  is  not  enough,  consider  this 
clear  fact.  In  the  Greek  translation  of  the 
Old  Testament,  made  at  Alexandria 
about  200  B.C..  we  are  told  that  a 
“virgin"  would  conceive  a  son.  This  is 
not  a  true  translation  of  the  Hebrew, 
which  says  only  that  a  “young  woman" 
should  conceive  a  son.  Now  who  is 
following  the  original  Scriptures? 

Finally,  it  is  just  as  easy  for  me  to 
believe  in  the  divinity  of  Jesus  with  both 
a  human  mother  and  father  as  it  is  with 
only  a  human  mother.  The  spirit  is  what 
counts  anyway.  But  do  not  misrepresent 
me  and  go  off  saying  I  do  not  believq  in 
the  virgin  birth!  I  only  said  it  is  not  a 
decisive  matter  to  determine  whether  we 
are  Christians  or  not. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor.  JeffP.  Paul,  is  a  member  of 
Faith  UMC  in  Sacramento.  California 
( Ca I iforn ia  Nevada  Con fe rence). 


‘Peace  with  Justice’  is  well  meaning,  but . . . 


To  the  Editor: 

In  each  weekly  copy  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  there  are  articles  or 
references  to  ‘“Peace  with  Justice,”  our 
current  quadrennial  focus.  It  may  be 
rather  late  to  suggest  a  change  in  the 
wording  of  the  theme.  The  intent  of  the 
words  “Peace  with  Justice”  is  well 
meaning  but  are  we  reading  into  it 
something  which  is  not  there? 

Consider  the  following: 

1.  “With  Justice”  places  a  condition  on 
the  acceptance  of  “Peace."  The 
corollary  to  "Peace  with  Justice"  is  “No 
peace  without  justice”  and  “no  peace” 
means  “war."  So  the  corollary  is  "war 
without  justice."  This  is  why  there  are 
wars  with  each  side  waving  its  own 
flag  of  “justice.” 

2.  Consider  the  meaning  of  justice  as 
applying  reward  of  penalty.  Is  peace 
acceptable  only  by  gaining  a  reward  or 
administering  a  penalty? 

3.  Justice  is  exemplified  as  a  person  in 
a  white  robe,  blind  folded  and  holding  a 
balance  scale  in  out  stretched  arms. 

The  Christian  Bible  records  Jesus  as 
saying  “You  have  heard  that  it  was  said 
‘An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth, 
but  now  I  tell  you  do  not  take  revenge  on 
someone  who  wrongs  you.  If  anyone 
slaps  you  on  the  right  cheek  let  that  one 
slap  your  left  cheek  also." 

Justice  could  also  demand  a  life  for  a 
life  and  our  position  as  United  Methodists 
is  against  capital  punishment.  So  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  and  those  who  accept  the 
teachings  of  Christ  Jesus,  the  balance 
scales  are  not  always  level. 

At  the  last  session  of  our  Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference,  I 
attempted  to  have  the  word  “justice” 
changed  to  “love”  but  was  told  that  this 
was  out  of  order  since  “peace  with 
justice"  is  a  quadrennial  theme  and 
could  not  be  altered  by  our  conference, 
and  correctly  so. 

Somehow  it  seems  that  there  should  be 
a  way  to  correctly  portray  the  intent  of 
the  meaning  “peace  with  justice."  Could 
it  be  "peace  and  justice  with  love"? 
Frederick  Rowland 
New  Wilmington,  Pennsylvania 

John  Adams 
article  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

One  of  the  advantages  of  being  a  lay¬ 
person  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
that  we  get  to  know  and  work  with  some 
giants  of  our  time. 

John  A.  Lovelace’s  article  on  John 
Adams-  headlined  “Veteran  crisis 
‘broker’  still  fighting"  (UMR,  Oct.  1)  is  a 
case  in  point.  There  is  no  one  whom  I 
admire  more  for  having  physical  and 
moral  courage  than  John  Adams.  I  have 
followed  his  career  since  he  joined  the 
staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  He  is  one  of  my  heroes. 

I  am  happy  that  you  chose  to  write  of 
his  career. 

Woodrow  Seals 
Houston,  Texas 

Nuclear  freeze  debate 
needs  prayer,  fasting 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  sit  near  the  window  and  look  out  on 
the  loveliness  of  God’s  creation,  it  is 
difficult  to  contemplate  the  reality  and 
horror  of  nuclear  war!  The  days  are 
becoming  cooler,  and  we  feel  new  vigor 
after  the  hot,  oppressive  days  of 
summer.  For  a  moment  it  is  as  though 
the  last  40  years  are  but  a  dream.  Surely, 
humanity  has  not  made  something  so 
destructive  that  we  now  sit  on  the  brink 
of  extinction.  Yet,  we  know  the  bombs 
are  with  us,  Waiting  on  the  sidelines, 
ruling  our  lives  as  surely  as  soldiers  in  a 
police  state.  Instead  of  the  promised 
freedom,  they  have  given  us  a  legacy  of 
oppression  and  fear.  Instead  of  security, 
our  children  only  know  insecurity.  Even 
the  threat  of  communism  pales  as  we 
consider  what  a  nuclear  holocaust  would 
do  to  our  lovely  world  and  its  hope  for  the 
future  which  lies  in  our  children. 

Christians  are  caught  in  a  dilemma. 
Some  feel  that  peace  will  come  only 
through  strength  and  see  a  nuclear 
arsenal  as  a  necessity  in  a  fallen  world. 
Others  feel  that  our  nuclear  arsenal  is  too 
big  a  risk  to  take,  and  that  total 
destruction  may  result  from  a  misuse  of 


God’s  gifts  to  humanity.  Both  sides  agree 
that  the  issue  is  complicated,  and  most 
feel  that  our  ability  to  understand  is 
limited.  What  can  we  all  do  together, 
disregarding  the  differing  ideologies  we 
hold? 

Queen  Esther  called  on  her  people  to 
set  aside  time  for  prayer  and  fasting. 
(Esther  4:16).  Out  of  that  time  came  a 
plan  of  action  and  salvation  for  the  Jews. 
Perhaps  we  can  do  the  same. 

My  husband  and  I  would  invite  you  to 
join  us  in  fasting  and  prayer  each 
Wednesday  at  noon  until  our  nation  has  a 
real  plan  for  peace.  Let  us  lay  our  fears 
and  prayers  before  God,  asking  for 
understanding  and  courage  to  act.  Can 
we  lay  aside  our  preconceived  ideas  and 
pray  openly  that  God  will  guide  us  in 
meeting  this  crisis?  I  John  5:5  says: 
“Who  can  defeat  the  world?  Only  the 
person  who  believes  that  Jesus  is  the  Son 
of  God."  Please  join  us.  Perhaps  the 
message  Mordecai  sent  to  Esther  is 
appropriate  for  us:  “And  who  knows 
whether  you  have  not  come  to  the 
kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this?” 
(Esther  4: 16). 

Sharon  Bourgeois 
Cherry  Valley,  Arkansas 

Marriage  essays  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  devoting  your 
September  24  editorial  page  to  essays  on 
marriage.  This  closeness  through  Jesus 
can  be  shared  by  everyone,  and  the  need 
for  family  unity  has  never  been  more 
critical  than  at  the  present  time. 

The  couple  which  claims  to  have  tried 
everything  to  save  their  marriage  is 
inaccurate  unless  together  they  daily 
invite  God  to  serve  as  their  marriage 
counselor. 

Donald  G.  Broman 
Linn,  Missouri 

Wedding  as  worship 
service  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  interested  in  Herbert  D.  Loomis’, 
Oct.  1  “Here  I  Stand”  article  headlined: 
‘‘Weddings  should  be  treated  as 
sacraments,  not  as  spectacles.”  I 
heartily  agree  with  what  he  says.  As 
Worship  Area  Chairman  of  my  church,  I 
am  and  have  for  some  time  been 
concerned  at  the  lack  of  reverence  and 
respect  in  so  many  weddings  these  days. 
If  Mr.  Loomis  is  a  "fuddy-duddy,"  as  he 
has  been  accused,  I’d  like  to  join  his  club. 
In  my  opinion,  every  ritual  of  the  church 
should  be  treated  as  a  sacrament,  and 
thus  as  a  worship  experience. 

If  a  couple  asks  to  come  into  God’s 
house  to  be  married,  I  feel  they  should  be 
willing  to  consult  and  plan  with  not  only 
the  minister,  but'also  with  someone  else 
—  be  it  the  Worship  Area  Chairman  or 
some  other  person  who  will  emphasize 
the  need  to  maintain  a  worshipful 
atmosphere. 

After  all,  many  people  attend  a 
wedding  who  never  set  foot  in  a  church 
on  a  regular  basis.  How  better  can  we 
witness  to  our  faith  and  our  love  of  God 
than  to  show  at  such  a  time  how  beautiful 
a  worship  experience  can  be? 

Let’s  keep  formality,  dignity,  and 
reverence  in  our  marriage  ceremony  and 
save  the  informality  and  the  frivolity  for 
the  reception  to  follow. 

Merle  R.  Newton 
Beverly,  Massachusetts 

Wedding  options  greater 
than  Mr.  Loomis  suggests 

To  the  Editor: 

In  his  article  on  weddings  (“Here  I 
Stand.”  Oct.  1  >,  Herbert  Loomis  seems  to 
paint  the  options  as  being  between 
having  a  ludicrous  circus  or  using  the 
straight  hymnal  service  in  a  church 
building.  He  seems  to  equate  dignity  with 
doing  it  “by  the  book”  and  in  the  holy 
temple.  I  have  problems  with  his 
perspective  at  several  different  points. 

First,  a  tenet  of  United  Methodism  is 
its  openness  to  pluralism  and  its 
rejection  of  the  monolith.  Jesus  met 
people  where  they  were  and  treated  each 
differently.  I  believe  when  working  with 
a  couple  we  also  need  to  show  that  sort  of 
flexibility.  The  service  in  our  hymnal  is  a 
bare  skeleton,  and  to  flesh  it  out  with 


scripture  readings,  poems,  and  tasteful 
symbolic  acts  can  enrich  the  occasion 
with  joy  and  meaning  without  a  bit  of 
dignity  being  lost. 

Second,  if  needing  to  be  in  a  church 
building  is  an  “indicator  of  our 
theology,"  the  early  history  of  John 
Wesley  and  Methodism  is  rejected  to  say 
nothing  of  the  origins  of  our  faith  two 
millenia  ago.  I  prefer  to  have  weddings 
and  funerals  in  our  church  building,  but 
to  sanctify  the  building  as  Mr.  Loomis' 
article  seems  to  do,  does  violence  to  what 
I  understand  when  we  speak  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  as  being  God’s  people  in  the  world. 

Third,  Mr.  Loomis’  article  seemed 
very  hazy  in  its  differentiation  between  a 
religious  service  and  civil  ceremony.  For 
most  of  us  these  two  aspects  are  inextric¬ 
ably  interwoven.  Does  Mr.  Loomis  reject 
services  for  non-church  people  for  whom 
a  religious  service  is  hypocrisy?  Surely 
he  must,  or  he  has  prostituted  the 
“Sacrament”!  Which  reminds  me.  the 
last  time  I  looked.  United  Methodism 
considered  only  baptism  and  the 
eucharist  as  sacraments.  There  is  a 
reason  for  that,  you  know. 

Certainly  I  demand  dignity,  clear 
vows,  and  a  religious  context  for 
weddings  I  perform;  beyond  that.  I  work 
to  develop  as  deep  and  meaningful  an 
expression  of  marriage  as  I  can,  set  in 
the  context  of  those  two  people  before 
me.  And  I  have  not  yet  made  the 
headlines  the  next  day! 

David  E.  Durham 

Elmira,  New  York 

Church  needs  more 
emphasis  on  Christ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  your  article  headlined 
“Church  analyst  says  trends  need 
serious  attention,”  (UMR,  Sept.  10)  the 
problem  as  1  see  it  is  that  many  United 
Methodist  ministers  do  not  allow  any 
room  for  growth  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Sermons  are  are  prepared  sometimes 
months  in  advance  and  our  form  of 
liturgy  and  endless  rhetoric  detract  from 
growth  because  we  do  not  allow  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  influence  the  conduct  of  our 
church  services.  It  is  true  that  only  God 
can  cause  the  growth  as  given  in  the  third 


chapter  of  1st  Corinthians,  but  we  must  use 
the  gifts  given  to  us  to  encourage  that  growth. 

Endless  theology  that  only  a  minister 
can  understand  is  used  week  after  week. 
At  what  point  do  we  realize  that  we  need 
to  meet  the  people’s  needs  through  Jesus 
Christ  and  not  through  endless 
repetition?  Small  as  well  as  large 
congregations  are  retrogressing. 

I  was  called  from  industry  into  the 
ministry  about  one  year  ago  after  a  long 
career  in  management  to  a  small  church 
in  southeastern  Oklahoma  1  was 
astonished  at  a  UMC  that  boasted  193 
strong  in  1958.  We  have  retrogressed  in  24 
years  to  122  people.  I  believe  that  we  all 
should  get  away  from  the  programmed 
business  aspect  of  religion  and  let  God’s 
Christianity  reign  supreme  I  quote  from 
“The  Emblem"  which  is  on  the  back  of  a 
United  Methodist  Women’s  folder  titled 
“Who  are  United  Methodist  Women?", 
"The  shape  of  the  emblem  ( the  cross  and 
flame)  is  fluid  and  free-flowing 
suggesting  change  and  mobility." 

We  must  realize  the  power  of  God,  the 
sanctification  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
us  and  the  Holy  Spirit  through  which  we 
indeed  can  move  mountains.  We  are 
doing  this  and  progressing.  I  truly 
believe  that  we  progress  or  retrogress; 
we  never  stand  still. 

Donald  Simpson 

Valliant,  Oklahoma 

Serious  questions 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  regarding  the  alarming 
divorce  rate  in  our  church. 

Jesus  teaches  about  divorce  in  Mat¬ 
thew  19: 1-12,  in  Mark  10: 1-12  and  in  Luke 
16: 18.  Why  then  are  our  ministers  and  lay 
people  being  so  quiet  about  it? 

The  sacred  vows  made  to  each  other 
before  God  at  the  wedding  ceremony  are 
in  so  many  cases  quickly  forgotten. 

In  my  opinion,  every  judge,  every  law¬ 
yer,  every  minister,  each  party  of  a 
couple  seeking  marriage,  divorce,  or  remar¬ 
riage  should  read  and  reread  Mark  10: 1-12. 

I  believe  this  would  discourage  many 
so-called  trial  marriages,  many  divorces 
and  many  remarriages  of  the  divorced. 

Jay  Miller 

Jacksonville,  Florida 


CLASSIFIED 

DELUXE  18-day,  7  city  China  tour  led  by  Chinese¬ 
speaking  Methodist  pastor.  May,  1983  $3,020  Rev 
Jue,  500  Miller.  South  San  Francisco.  CA  91080. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and/or  Choir  Director  is 
seeking  employment  Will  relocate  Experience 
includes  United  Methodist  Churches  and  public 
schools.  Write  2725  Cook,  Billings,  MT  59102. 

TOUR  TO  BRAZIL:  Jan.  18-31,  1983.  From  Miami 
$1,525.00.  More  information:  Rev  Luiz  S  Lemos, 
Box  367.  Harrisburg,  SD  57(02  Phone:  (605 )  743-5406. 

CHURCH  MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the 
Pastor,  Membership  and  Financial  Secretaries,  and 
Church  Administrators  Available  on  TRS-80  and 
Osborne  hardware  $1  00  for  specifications:  Exodus 
Computing,  1326A  7th  Avenue,  Honolulu.  HI  96816- 
2646. 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P  O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $luu  in  the  future  of  the  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF.  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive,  NY.  NY 
10115. 

FREE:  FAMILY  MINISTRY  RESOURCES.  For: 
Parents,  ministers,  teachers,  and  Ed.  directors. 
Write:  Family  Education  Enterprises,  2320  E. 
Lincoln  Drive.  Phoenix.  AZ85016 

BALDWIN  ORGAN  FOR  SALE  Model  4C.  2-rnanual. 
2-tone  cabinets.  Tone  expander.  Excellent  condition. 
$2,995.  1st  UMC,  Box  1125,  Tavares.  FL  32778,  (9(H) 
343-2761 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per 
insertion.  $25  minimum  charge  up  to  25  words 
Blind  ad  $1  00  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  other- 
wise  approved  in  advance. 

POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  "God  Loves  You" 
or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord."  100,  $20.00.  Poems,  “Cross 
in  My  Pocket,"  2t  Plus  postage.  Crosses-2,  1313 
Falls  Church  Rd..  Raleigh.  North  Carolina  27609. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  -  MASSANETTA 
SPRINGS:  Aggressive  Director  for  year  round 
Presbyterian  conference  center,  located  near 
Harrisonburg,  Virginia.  Strong  administrative  skills 
with  experience  in  fund  raising,  marketing  and 
program  development  Contact:  Dr.  James  Guthrie, 
404  Pleasant  Valley  Road,  Winchester,  VA  22601 
Deadline  for  resumes:  Oct.  15. 1982. 

YOUTH  MINISTER/WOKKER  at  1,250  member  UM 
church  in  California.  Develop  youth  leadership  and 
program  Contact  200  W  Oak  St..  Lodi,  CA  95240, 
(209  )  368-5357  or  369-6933 

WORLD’S  FAIR  ACCOMMODATIONS:  New 
guesthouse  with  swimming  pool,  completely 
furnished,  accommodates  8  people.  8  miles  from 
Fair,  $45  a  night.  For  reservations  call  (615  )  693-2172 

WANTED :  MATURE  CHRISTIANS  to  work  in  inner- 
city  ministry  in  fields  of  education,  evangelism,  and 
recreation.  This  is  an  established  evangelical  faith 
ministry  working  with  children  of  all  ages. 
Experience  not  required;  love  and  dedication  are 
Housing,  utilities,  and  monthly  stipend  provided. 
Contact:  Robert  Nelson,  Christian  Service  Center, 
Box  207.  St.  Louis.  MO  63166  (  314  )  241-8803. 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC,  1,400 
membership.  Multiple  choirs,  including  handbells. 
Organist  ability  optional.  Resume  to  Janice 
Beadleston.  King's  Way  United  Methodist  Church. 
2400  Fritts  Lane.  Springfield.  MO  65804 

FOR  SALE:  One  FAST-FOLD  machine  $100.00 
Contact  Westbury  United  Methodist  Church.  5200 
Willowbend,  Houston.  TX  (213  )  723-0175. 

WORSHIP  AIDS  FOR  THE  Christian  Year:  Each 
volume  contains  poems,  prayers,  recipes,  photos  and 
meditations  Now  available:  "Simply  Beginning"  for 
Advent,  "Celebrate"  for  Lent,  "Of  Wind  and  Fire" 
for  Pentecost.  Entire  set,  $7.50.  Each  booklet  $2.95. 
Please  add  $1  00  for  postage  Patchwork  Centra) 
Community,  100  Washington  Ave.,  Evansville,  IN 
47713. 

WANTED  Organist/Director  ot  Music.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact  R.  Paul  Smith,  Main  Street  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  315  East  Main  St.,  Tazewell, 
VA  24651 

U  M  CHURCH  CAMP  -  Assistant  Manager  for 
Maintenance  —  Need  technical  skills  in  building  and 
repair.  Live  at  camp,  assist  in  full  operation.  Couple 
preferred,  wife  to  work  part-time  in  food  service. 
Send  resume  or  contact  Ceta  Canyon  Methodist 
Camp.  Rev.  Dale  Scott,  Director/Manager,  Route  1, 
Happy.  TX  79042. 

WOULD  YOU  LIKE  to  launch  a  successful  singles 
ministry?  Write  or  call  for  a  free  brochure.  Singles 
Ministry  Resources.  P.O.  Box  443,  Willoughby,  OH 
44094  (  216  )  953-0083. 

WANTED:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  resident 
membership  of  650  in  a  county  seat  town  of 
approximately  8.000.  is  seeking  a  full-time  Youth 
Director  This  perstn  would  serve  as  a  staff  - 
representative  to  the  Council  on  Ministries.  Salary 
commensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Send 
resume  and  your  philosophy  of  youth  ministry  to 
First  UMC.  Box  987,  Perryton.  TX  79070  «  806  )  435- 
6571 

ORGANIST-MUSIC  DIRECTOR  WANTED:  St. 
John's  United  Methodist  Church,  Rock  Hill,  S.C.,  is 
seeking  a  full-time  director  of  music  and  organist. 
Responsibility  for  full-scale  program  in  music  and 
the  arts,  including  graded  choirs,  adult  choir,  and 
handbells.  Pipe  organ.  Salary  and  housing 
negotiable.  Write  for  application  to  Search 
Committee.  St.  John's  UMC.  P.O.  Box  789,  Rock  Hill, 
SC  29730  (803  )  327-2757  Position  available  Jan.  1983 
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‘Liberal’  Christian  view  said  to  obstruct  Jewish  ties 


UM  taskforce  to  examine  curriculum  for  ‘anti- Jewishness’1 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  most  significant 
theme  for  dialogue  between  Christians  and  Jews  is 
the  “liberal”  Christian  inclination  to  be  “a  voice 
for  the  voiceless,”  said  a  Jewish  rabbi  who  ad¬ 
dressed  United  Methodism’s  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 
here  Oct.  11-13. 

Rabbi  Herman  Blumberg  of  the  American 
Jewish  Committee  said  this  perspective  could  be 
translated: 

“Jews  are  okay  if  they  are  not  too  strong  or  too 
troublesome,  if  they  are  victims.  But  if  Israel 
takes  its  place  among  the  nations,  playing  geo¬ 
political  hardball,  then  we’ll  shift  our  weight  to  the 
underdog  Palestinians.” 

Israel  is  the  fourth  strongest  military  power  in 
the  world  today,  he  said,  because  it  has  no  choice. 
In  the  face  of  rejection  by  the  Arab  world  and  the 
continuing  threat  to  its  security,  it  must  maintain 
this  position.  "Jews  prefer  that  to  being  the 
underdog,"  he  added. 

Rabbi  warns  of  ‘double  standard’ 

The  rabbi  warned  Christians  against  a  “double 
standard”  which  expects  Israel  to  maintain  a 
higher  moral  standard  than  other  nations.  “You 


don’t  make  that  judgment  about  any  other 
nation.”  he  said.  "You  have  diplomatic  relations 
with  many  nations  whose  policies  are  abhorrent  to 
you. 

“If,  as  a  result  of  disappointment  with  Israel’s 
behavior,  we  take  political  positions  that 
encourage  Israel’s  enemies  to  acts  of  murder,”  he 
warned,  “we  have  a  stumbling  block  to 
Jewish/Christian  relations.  If  we  take  positions 
that  threaten  Israel’s  security  —  such  as  cutting 
military  support  —  that  is  a  new  kind  of  anti- 
Semitism.”  He  pleaded  for  evenhandedness  and 
balance. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers  of  the 
commission  staff  pointed  out  the  Christian’s 
obligation  to  give  voice  to  the  voiceless  is  rooted  in 
the  Gospel  message.  Another  commissioner  noted 
the  Hebrew  prophets  sided  with  the  disinherited. 

Rabbi  Blumberg  responded,  “Prophetic 
Judaism  is  not  the  totality  of  Judaism.  The  post- 
biblical  period  tried  to  balance  compassion  and 
justice.”  He  acknowledged  a  “fundamental 
difference”  between  Judaism  and  Christianity  on 
siding  with  the  powerless. 


Jewish/Christian  dialogue  would  be  helped,  he 
added,  “if  we  did  not  assume  we  had  to  create  a 
formula  for  peace  in  the  Middle  East,  if  we  could 
stay  out  of  the  political/diplomatic  arena  and  limit 
ourselves  to  an  arena  where  we  have  credentials.” 

Comparing  the  present  to  the  period  after  the 
1967  war  when  people  spoke  of  the  “death  of 
dialogue.”  he  said,  That  won’t  happen  now.  We 
are  more  mature  and  have  a  better  sense  of  where 
we  are  coming  from.  Also,  the  stakes  are  higher: 
we  realize  we  need  one  another.  ” 

At  the  same  time,  he  expressed  disappointment 
at  the  response  of  the  general  Protestant 
community  to  the  war.  He  mentioned  the 
judgmental  attitude  toward  Israel  and  the 
willingness  to  accept  "inflated”  figures  of 
fatalities  in  southern  Lebanon.  He  also  mentioned 
Christian  "silence”  with  regard  to  the  activities  of 
the  Christian  Phalange  movement. 

Most  galling  to  him  were  photographs  of  Yassir 
Arafat  portrayed  as  "the  grandfather  of  all 
Palestinian  children  ”  This  is  the  same  Arafat 
who,  he  said,  placed  munitions  under  hospitals  in 
Lebanon. 


He  said  the  massacre  in  the  refugee  camps 
"shook  the  Jewish  community  as  it  shook  all 
people  of  sensitivity.”  There  were  unprecedented 
calls  for  Israel  to  assume  a  share  of  the 
responsibility  and  conduct  a  full  inquiry.  "Most 
U.S.  Jews  identified  with  the  protest  of  400.000 
people  in  Tel  Aviv,”  he  said. 

"But  our  support  for  the  State  of  Israel  remains 
strong.  Do  not  misread  dissent.”  he  added  "We 
must  see  it  within  the  arena  of  unswerving  loyalty 
to  Israel  and  an  overriding  fear  of  anti-Semitism  .” 

‘Anti-Jewish’  images  cited 

Harriet  L.  Kaufman,  a  nationally  recognized 
teacher  of  Judaism  among  Christians,  reported 
the  results  of  a  study  of  several  United  Methodist 
books  sold  at  the  Cokesbury  Bookstore  in 
Cincinnati  as  to  their  views  of  Jews  and  Judaism. 
She  refused  to  speak  of  anti-Semitic  images  but 
said  some  were  “anti-Jewish." 

She  challenged  the  translation  of  the  Jewish 
word  “Torah”  as  law,  and  a  negative  tendency  to 
contrast  Judaism  as  a  religion  of  law  with 
Christianity  as  a  religion  of  love.  “There  is  law  in 


Torah,"  she  said,  "but  a  lot  more  than  a  simple 
statement  of  right  and  wrong.  There  is  a  quality  .of 
giving  there.  "  She  prefers  the  word  "teaching.  ” 

Defining  the  Pharisees  as  non-ordained  scholars 
who  lived  outside  the  temple  unable  to  participate 
in  the  sacrificial  system,  she  said  the  pharisees 
lived  compassion  The  majority  continued  with 
teachings  of  love  and  compassion 

Following  her  talk,  the  commission  asked  Prof 
Harriet  Miller  of  UM-related  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton.  Ohio,  to  chair  a  task  force  on 
anti-Jewish  images  in  Christian  education 
literature. 

The  commission  members  also  agreed  to  send  a 
"friendly  message”  to  the  UMC’s  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  affirming  the 
value  of  the  work  done  by  the  committee  studying 
the  diaconal  ministry,  and  requested  that 
representatives  of  the  commission  be  included  in  a 
continuing  study. 

The  commissioners  offered  their  resources 
"with  a  view  to  developing  a  model  for  the 
diaconate  that  will  be  faithful  to  our 
denominational  tradition  and  our  ecumenical 
commitment”  (see  related  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 


Passion  for  disciples 
should  nix  power  plays 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Missourians  ‘pitch-in  ’ against  hunger 

United  Methodists  coordinate  gathering  of  $1  million 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

SEDALIA,  Mo.  —  In  the  beginning, 
some  eight  years  ago,  it  was  known  ys 
the  “Bishop’s  Thanksgiving 
Convocation,”  and  it  was  limited  to 
Missouri  United  Methodists 
responding  to  then-Bishop  Robert 
Goodrich’s  unique  efforts  to  raise 
resources  and  concerns  about  World 
hunger. 

But  what  unfolded  here  Oct.  16  on 
the  Missouri  State  Fairgrounds  was 
much  more.  It  was  billed  as  an  inter¬ 
faith  ingathering,  and  some  3,000 
Christians  from  at  least  nine 
denominations  participated  in  the 
festival  of  sharing. 

The  basic  purpose  remained  the 
same:  To  get  Christians  to  “pitch  in” 
in  the  fight  against  world  hunger.  Not 
coincidentally,  this  year’s  festival 
was  held  on  the  second  annual 
observance  of  World  Food  Day. 

$1  million  expected 

Officials  here  will  need  several  days 
to  tally  up  the  value  of  goods  and 
services  contributed  here  to  fight 
world  hunger,  but  they  expect  the 
total  to  approach  $1  million  in  actual 
gifts  or  in  resources. 

Coordination  of  this  year’s  festival 
remained  with  the  United  Methodists, 
particularly  the  Missouri  Area  Office 
of  Creative  Ministries  headed  by  the 
Rev.  Melvin  E.  West.  After  both 
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World  champion  horseshoe  pitcher 
Mrs.  Vickie  Winston.  Lamonte.  Mo., 
was  featured  at  this  year's  Missouri 
interdenominational  Festival  of 
Sharing  to  fight  world  hunger.  She 
and  other  contestants  in  a  horseshoe 
pitching  marathon  were  backed  by 
"sponsors"  who  paid  for  each 
"ringer”  scored. 

PHOTO  BY  KATHY  MEYER 


Children  at  City  Road  UMC  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  were  also  collecting  food  this 
helped  stock  a  community  pantry  to  supply  needy  families. 

Missouri  annual  conferences  —  East 


and  West  —  voted  to  expand  the 
bishop’s  convocation,  with  the  whole¬ 
hearted  endorsement  of  Bishop  W.  T 
Handy  Jr.,  members  of  all  other 
Christian  denominations  in  Missouri 
were  invited  to  participate.  Five 
joined  officially  and  fully:  Presby¬ 
terians,  United  Church  of  Christ, 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ),  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
Mennonite  Church.  Scattered  but 
valued  participation  also  came  from 
Baptists,  Episcopalians  and 
Catholics. 

The  actual  festival  of  sharing  lasted 
only  54  hours,  from  10  a  m.  to 
3:30  p.m.  But  many  of  the  thousands 
who  participated  had  spent  weeks  or 
months  preparing  their  contributions. 
There  was  a  whole  new  program  this 
year,  known  as  the  “Work  of  Our 
Hands,”  to  encourage  this  kind  of 
sharing.  Sold  or  auctioned  off  were 
such  hand-made  items  as  clocks,  a 
variety  of  knit  and  crocheted  articles, 
handmade  toys,  Christmas 
decorations,  woven  rugs  and  a 
cornucopia  of  baked  goods 

Another  event  new  this  year  was  a 
horseshoe  pitching  marathon, 
organized  similarly  to  a  walk-a-thon 
or  bike-a-thon.  Individual  entrants 
signed  up  "sponsors”  who  pledged 
certain  gifts  of  money  for  each 
“ringer”  the  contestant  scored 
Among  the  most  expert  was  a 
laywoman,  Vickie  Winston  of  La 
Monte,  Mo.,  a  10-time  world  champion 
horseshoe  pitcher. 


A  layman,  Earl  Miner  from  Marsh¬ 
field,  Mo.,  was  the  “featured 
attraction”  in  at  least  an  indirect 
sense  in  still  another  main  event  at 
the  festival  of  sharing.  He  developed 
four  years  ago  a  vehicle  known  as  the 
TRAG  —  Transportation  and  Agri¬ 
cultural  Equipment.  It  is  tractor-like 
in  design  but  low-powered  for  simple 
tasks  of  hauling  people  and  products. 
He  designed  it  for  missionaries  in 
Zimbabwe,  and  the  “missionary 
mules”  are  in  some  20  countries 
People  throughout  Missouri  have 
been  encouraged  to  help  buy  TRAGs 
(the  mission  model  costs  $1,095)  to  be 
sent  overseas. 

Giving  people  ‘handles’ 

Coordinator  Mr.  West  explained 
that  the  overall  effort  this  year  was  to 
give  people  “handles”  by  which  they 
can  show  their  concerns  about  world 
hunger.  For  some,  the  "handle"  was 
cooking  and  selling  apple  butter  right 
on  the  spot.  A  woman  identified  as 
Grandma  Collins  sold  and  auctioned 
off  pies  that  she  had  made.  Seven- 
year-old  Connie  Canton  exhibited  and 
sold  her  specialties— cupcakes. 

Children  exhibited  posters. 
Women’s  groups  donated  hundreds  of 
health  “kits"  ( simple  cloth  containers 
for  basic  health  needs)  that  they  had 
made.  Good  used  clothing  and 
blankets  came  from  many  sources. 
Money  to  buy  whatever  is  needed 
most  was  donated. 

Missouri  Christians  recognized 
years  ago,  starting  with  Bishop 


fall.  During  "Cash-for-Kids"  Month  they 
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Goodrich’s  thanksgiving 
convocations,  that  they  could  do  a 
vigorous  job  of  “ingathering."  But 
they  also  knew  that  other,  larger 
agencies  might  better  know  what 
could  best  be  distributed  how  and 
where  throughout  the  world  to  fight 
the  common  enemy  of  world  hunger 
So  this  year’s  festival  continued  the 
practice  of  handing  over  the  various 
shared  resources  to  such  bodies  as 
ALFALIT,  the  non-denominational 
movement  which  provides 
inexpensive  reading  materials  in 
Central  and  South  American 
countries;  Bread  for  the  World, 
described  as  “a  Christian  movement  . 
that  shapes  national  policy  —  and 
saves  lives!’’;  Church  World 
Service/CROP.  a  nondenominational 
relief  arm  related  to  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  sponsoring 
such  projects  as  windmills  for 
Senegal,  irrigation  pumps  for 
Indonesia,  and  wells  for  Somalia; 
Heifer  Project  International,  which 
places  starter  breeder  stock  of 
chickens,  rabbits,  bees,  heifers  and 
other  animals  in  many  countries 
This  year's  interfaith  ingathering 
was  staged  near  the  heartland  of 
Missouri’s  agriculture  region.  But 
there  was  no  built-in  bias  tow  ard  rural 
Christians  or  rural  churches  Many 
came  from  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis  and 
other  metro  centers.  The  Missourians 
pretty  well  demonstrated  that  almost 
anyone  can  find  a  “handle”  on  world 
hunger  if  they  are  given  some 
encouragement  and  direction 


_ PtloT<>  Bv  kathv  meyer  horseshoe  pitcher _ years  ago.  starting  with  Bishop  encouragement  and  direction 

Diaconal  ministry  study  given  new  impetus 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE  —  The  study  of  United 


Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  -  The  head  of  United 
Methodist’s  national  missions  arm 
warned  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  last  week  that  only 
compassionate  leaders  and  more 
concern  for  potential  disciples  can 
sustain  the  denomination’s  evangelistic 
outreach. 

“Overlapping  programs"  by  general 
church  agencies  and  “interagency  power 
struggles”  must  end.  said  the  Rev.  Rene 
Bideaux  of  the  National  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Rather  than  feelings  of 
conflict  and  competition  between  the  two 
boards,  “faithfulness  to  God  requires  a 
relationship  of  mutual  support  and 
trust,”  he  told  Discipleship’s  board 
members  here. 

‘Turfdom’  must  pass  away 

"The  day  of  ‘turfdom’  has  passed  —  if 
it  ever  had  a  legitimate  day,”  Dr. 
Bideaux  said.  “Our  mandates  and 
obligations  are  cast  together  within  the 
total  mission  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church." 

Dr.  Bideaux  appeared  hurried  during 
his  address,  mainly  because  he  was  an 
hour  late  after  his  flight  was  delayed  five 
hours  somewhere  between  New  York  and 
Nashville.  But  the  impassioned  urgency 
in  his  voice  added  further  stress  to  his 
message  that  general  church  staff 
persons  and  board  members  reach 
beyond  power  struggles  to  embrace 
“those  persons  to  whom  and  with  whom 

Experience  the 
grandeur  of  his¬ 
tory’s  greatest 
event  through  the 
eyes  of  history’s 


The  National  Gallery  of  Art,  in 
cooperation  with  Abingdon, 
presents  the  most  beautiful  book 
of  the  year.  It  is  a  magnificent— 
and  unique— portrayal  of 
Christ's  life  as  seen  in  the  work 
of  master  artists.  Included  are 
ninety-four  superb  reproduc¬ 
tions,  many  never  before  in 
print.  Along  with  the  art,  the 
authors  provide  informative 
summaries  of  the  Gospel  pas¬ 
sages  which  inspired  the  works 
and  brief  sketches  of  each  artist's 
life. 

An  Illustrated  Life  of  Jesus  is  the 
major  publishing  event  of  1982. 
No  other  book  published  this 
year  matches  it  in  the  beauty  of 
its  production  nor  the  majesty  of 
its  content.  It  is  a  volume  you 
will  treasure  all  your  life. 

$35,  Regular  Edition  ($40  after 
12/31/82) 

$60,  Deluxe  Edition  ($75  after 
12/31/82) 

$300,  Limited  Numbered  Edition 

(only  250  copies  of  this 
leather-bound  keepsake 
have  been  printed) 

from  your 

Cofcootoury  Bookstore  of  S*rvk»  Cottar 

Abingdon 

Tha  Book  Pubkohmg  Oaprtmort  of  Tha  UnMad 
MafNxkat  PuWtaWn g  Houao 


God  expects  His  church  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  and  the  Word.  ” 

He  said  growth  and  discipleship  in 
local  United  Methodist  churches  would 
require  more  than  "transferring  people 
from  one  congregation  to  another.”  Dr. 
Bideaux  identified  three  groups  of 
persons  who  deserve  the  attention  and 
Christ-like  compassion  of  the 
denomination; 

•  the  unchurched; 

•  the  unconnected ; 

•  and,  the  unacquainted. 

The  unchurched,  he  said,  represent  at 
least  half  the  population  of  the  average 
community  surrounding  a  local  church. 
Some  are  not  only  disassociated  from  the 
church,  but  are  “secularists  and 
materialists,"  Dr.  Bideaux  said. 

"The  unconnected,"  he  said,  are 
persons  who  “stand  outside  the 
mainstream  of  life,”  namely  those  who 
are  socially  or  economically  isolated  or 
who,  because  of  their  cultural,  ethnic  or 
racial  heritage,  experience  racism  and 
injustice.  The  unconnected  are  often 
unacceptable  to  the  affluent  and 
comfortable  of  a  mainline  denomination. 
Dr.  Bideaux  said. 

“Pentecostals  and  Independent 
Baptists.  .  .  initiate  new  congregations 
and  prosper  among  the  lower  economic 
and  social  classes.  If  we  (mainline 
churches)  close  a  church,  they’ll  start 
one  in  the  same  building.  But  their 
constituency  will  be  mostly  the 
unconnected.” 

Reach  out  to  ‘unacquainted’ 

The  unacquainted,  he  said,  must  also 
become  the  target  of  United  Methodist’s 
discipling  outreach.  He  described  the 
unacquainted  as  those  who  dress,  act. 
speak  and/or  eat  differently.  He 
described  a  100-block  section  of  New 
York  City  dominated  by  a  Spanish¬ 
speaking  population  and  lamented  that 
there  is  no  United  Methodist  ministry  to 
Hispanic  people  there. 

“It  is  one  thing  to  proclaim  the  Good 
News  to  the  unchurched  who  live  in  our 
neighborhoods  and  who  vote  like  us  and 
go  to  our  clubs  and  work  with  us,”  Dr. 
Bideaux  said.  "It  is  an  entirely  different 
thing  to  invite  those.  .  .  who  speak  a 
different  language  or  who  are 
unemployed.” 

The  national  mission  leader  also 
denounced  the  brevity  of  the  average 
United  Methodist  ministerial 
appointment  as  "one  of  the  poorest 
examples  of  stewardship,  the  most  costly 
thing  in  the  United  Methodist  ministry 
today.” 

Dr.  Bideaux  said  that  while  the 
average  appointment  lasts  3-4  years, 
research  indicates  an  average  pastorate 
of  5-7  years  is  necessary  to  give  a 
minister  adequate  time  to  assume  a 
leadership  role,  especially  in  a  tradition- 
bound  community. 

Hotel  being  considered 

United  Methodist’s  Board  of 
Discipleship  gave  the  go-ahead  to  a  plan 
which  may  put  the  agency  in  the  hotel 
business. 

Board  members  last  week  approved 
development  of  a  proposal  in  conjunction 
with  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  (also  in 
Nashville)  for  a  conference  center  to 
house  general  agency  and  other 
meetings,  providing  housing,  food  and 
lodging  for  200  people 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general 
secretary  of  the  Discipleship  board,  told 
the  Reporter  that  a  possible  site  for  the 
conference  center  would  be  on  the 
Scarritt  College  campus  here  which  is 
located  in  the  hub  of  United  Methodist 
activity  in  the  city.  An  alternate  location 
would  be  across  the  street  from  the 
Upper  Room  building  on  the  campus. 
Both  sites  would  mean  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  would  be  involved,  in 
ownership. 


Methodism’s  diaconal  ministry  took  on 
new  life  here  last  week  with  impetus 
from  the  directors  of  two  general  church 
agencies. 

The  study  committee's  progress 
report,  underlined  as  one  “still  in 
process.”  was  received  by  the 
committee  s  parent  agency,  the  UMC's 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  The  board,  in  turn,  referred  the 
progress  report  to  its  three  ministry 
divisions  for  their  responses. 

Tensions  within  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  were  known  to 


be  so  high  over  this  matter,  particularly 
between  the  Ordained  and  Diaconal 
ministry  divisions,  that  board  president 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  instructed  that  the 
report  received  here  was  for  information 
only  and  not  be  debated,  discussed  or 
acted  upon. 

At  its  most  recent  meeting  in 
September  the  study  committee 
recommended  leaving  diaconal  ministry 
in  its  present  form.  This  followed  the 
testing  of  a  “model”  which  among  other 
things,  would  have  given  diaconal 
ministers  a  vote  on  the  “lay"  side  of 
annual  conferences  and  would  have 
ordained  them  without  requiring  them  to 
itinerate  under  a  bishop’s  appointment 
In  essence  this  model  was  withdrawn  in 
favor  of  the  “status  quo”  (see  Reporter 
Oct.  1). 

The  Diaconal  Ministry  division  issued 
its  own  response  to  the  ministry  study 
committee  during  last  week's  meeting. 

This  included  eight  “justice  issues,” 
such  as,  making  the  Ministerial 
Education  funds  available  to  diaconal 
ministers,  establishing  fair,  equitable 
and  consistent  personnel  policies  and 
procedures,  and  giving  diaconal 
ministers  "access  to  the  decision-making 
processes  of  the  church,”  defined  as 


voice  and  vote  in  annual  conferences  and 
adequate  representation  on  boards  and 
agencies. 

The  other  two  divisions  said  they  will 
wait  until  next  spring  to  respond. 

New  on  the  scene  here  was  a  "friendly 
message”  from  the  UMC’s  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns.  That  commis¬ 
sion,  better  known  as  United  Methodist’s 
ecumenical  agency,  asked  that  its  repre¬ 
sentatives  be  included  in  the  on¬ 
going  study  of  ministry  and  offered 
the  ecumenical  body’s  "services  and 
resources"  as  a  part  of  the  study 
The  intention  of  this  offer,  as  explained 
by  the  friendly  message.”  is  to  help 
develop  a  model  of  United  Methodist 
ministry  "which  will  be  faithful  to  our 
denominational  traditions  and  to  our 
ecumenical  commitment.” 

The  nub  of  the  issue  is  that  whatever 
United  Methodists  finally  say  about  their 
understanding  of  ministry  —  including 
the  meaning  of  ordination  and 
ministerial  orders  and  the  possible 
creation  of  an  ordained  order  of  lay 
ministers  (diaconal  ministers)  —  will 
have  repercussions  ecumenically 
The  ministry  study  committee  is  made 
up  of  staff  persons  and  directors  from  the 


three  ministerial  divisions  ot  the  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry; 
namely  Ordained  Ministry,  Diaconal 
Ministry,  and  Chaplains  and  Related 
Ministries  That  committee  has  me? 
some  six  times  since  being  formed 
following  the  1980  General  Conferences 
ordering  the  study  of  the  ministry. 

Bishop  Hunt  said  that  the  board  will  be 
expected  to  perfect  the  ministry  report  at' 
its  October  1983  meeting  for  forwarding" 
to  the  1984  General  Conference.  The;, 
study  committee  has  agreed  to  share  its 
latest  report  with  the  same  cross-section 
of  the  church,  including  bishops  and. 
cabinets,  which  received  the  May  1982. 
report. 

In  other  action  the  Board  of  Higher; 
Education  and  Ministry  adopted  a  task; 
force  report  following  a  year  long  study; 
on  the  internationalization  of  education.; 
This  commits  the  board  to  establish  a; 
board-wide  committee  on  global  higher; 
education  that,  among  other  things,  will- 
lead  the  board  into  becoming  a* 
sponsoring  agency  for  international; 
seminars  and  conferences  and  a' 
research  agency  "to  explore  new* 
opportunities  for  global  higher- 
education,” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE: 


Visit  CHINA'S  People 
See  CHINA'S  Splendors 
May  5, 1983 

with  Bishop  and  Mrs.  W.  McFerrin  Stowe 
Contact:  and  |Weeta  McIntosh 

Iwoota  McIntosh  (ft*»urn*d  U.M.C.  Hong  Kong  Mlulonary) 

3028  Fondren  Dr.  D  e,  ..  ,  .  _ 

Peking,  Sian,  Nanking,  Soochow,  Wuhs 

Shanghai,  Kweillin,  Canton  and  Hong  Kon 


Dallas,  TX  75205 
(214)361-8199,691-7715 
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Draft  case  conviction 
elicits  accusation  of 
selective  prosecution 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  -  The  Oct.  6 
conviction  of  Mark  Schmucker,  a 
Mennonite,  for  refusal  to  register  for  the 
draft  was  greeted  with  outrage  by  a 
church  leader  who  accused  the 
government  of  selectively  prosecuting 
members  of  his  denomination  and  of  the 
nation's  historic  peace  churches. 

John  Stoner,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee's  U.S. 
peace  section,  said  it  was  no  accident 
that  three  of  the  11  young  men  indicted 
for  refusing  to  register  were  Mennonites. 
Mr.  Schmucker  was  the  third  person  this 
year  to  be  convicted  of  the  offense. 

"We  re  concerned  and  a  bit  mystified 
as  to  why  this  many  Mennonites  out  of  a 
small  list  have  been  indicted,  when  they 
represent  an  infinitesimal  percentage  of 
the  population  that  is  eligible,"  Mr. 
Stoner  said. 

Mr.  Stoner,  who  attended  the  trial  in 
Cleveland,  expressed  outrage  at  the 
court's  refusal  to  hear  testimony  on  the 
reasons  for  Mr.  Schmucker’s  decision 
not  to  register.  "It’s  shades  of  1984  with 
the  government  like  a  computer  standing 
in  judgment  —  refusing  to  ask  why  and 
only  asking  whether,"  he  said,  "if  it’s 
impossible  for  questions  of  conscience  to 
be  raised  before  a  jury,  then  for  all 
practical  purposes  conscience,  and 
with  it  religious  freedom,  is  silenced." 

Mr.  Schmucker,  22,  of  Alliance,  Ohio, 
greeted  the  verdict  calmly,  "I  expected 
this  to  happen,  but  it  doesn't  change  my 
mind  at  all,”  he  said.  “I  have  broken  the 
law  and  I  have  admitted  doing  it.  I  did 
what  I  had  to  do.  I’m  proud  to  live  in  a 
country  with  religious  freedom."  His 
sentencing  was  scheduled  for  Oct.  19. 

No  court  hearing  cases  of  those  men 
indicted  for  failure  to  register  has 
accepted  evidence  concerning  the  young 
men’s  motives.  The  courts  also  have 


restricted  testimony  on  whether  the 
Justice  Department  was  engaging  in 
"selective  prosecution"  in  its  choice  of 
individuals  to  indict. 

In  every  case,  defendants  previously 
had  notified  the  Selective  Service  System 
that  they  were  not  registering  and  why 
and  that  they  intended  to  break  the  law. 
Defense  lawyers  have  nevertheless 
argued  that  prosecuting  only  self- 
identified  non-registrants  is  uncon¬ 
stitutional.  Recently  one  court  ruled  that 
enough  prima  facia  evidence  existed  to 
find  that  the  government  had  unfairly 
discriminated  but  has  not  ruled  finally  on 
the  question. 

The  11  defendants  are  among  some 
500,000  eligible  young  men  who  have 
failed  to  register.  That  figure  recently 
was  lowered  from  an  earlier  estimate  of 
674,000  who  have  not  complied  with  the 
law  requiring  young  men  to  register 
within  30  days  of  their  18th  birthday. 
Among  the  reasons  the  Selective  Service 
System  gives  for  the  “surge"  in 
registration  are  the  indictments  that 
were  recently  handed  down  and  a  new 
computer-produced  warning  letter  sent 
in  the  last  month. 

The  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
peace  and  world  order  office,  the  Rev. 
Robert  McClean,  said  the  department 
has  designated  an  emergency  fund  to 
assist  the  resisters  and  their  families. 

Selective  Service  has  come  under  fire 
lately  from  religious  groups  opposed  to 
conscription  for  new  proposals  on 
alternative  service  in  the  event  of  war. 

A  first  set  of  revisions,  published  in 
June,  met  with  a  storm  of  criticism  from 
representatives  of  the  historic  peace 
churches.  After  discussions  between 
these  representatives  and  the  Selective 
Service  board,  new  regulations  were 
drafted. 


Episcopal -Lutheran  Accord 


Communion  shared 


NEW  ORLEANS  (RNS)  -  The  general 
convention  of  the  3-million  member 
Episcopal  Church  last  month  over¬ 
whelmingly  approved  a  new  relationship 
of  "interim  sharing  of  the  Eucharist” 
with  three  Lutheran  bodies. 

The  new  Lutheran-Episcopal 
agreement  is  the  culmination  of  two 
series  of  theological  dialogues.  Both 
Lutheran  and  Episcopal  partners  in  the 
dialogue  officially  recognize  one  another 
as  "churches  in  which  the  gospel  is 
preached  and  taught.  " 

The  document  encourages  local 
ecumenical  agreement  and  common 
study  of  scripture  and  the  historical  and 
theological  traditions  of  each  church.  It 


also  suggests  that  Lutherans  and 
Episcopalians  should  engage  in  joint 
programs  of  religious  education, 
mission,  evangelism,  and  social  action, 
and  that  they  should  consider  the  joint 
use  of  physical  facilities. 

An  accompanying  explanation  of  the 
proposal  stressed  that  "ecumenism  is 
not  real  if  it  is  not  local.  ’’ 

The  document  emphasized  that  the 
“interim  sharing  of  Eucharist"  did  not 
constitute  “final  recognition  of  each 
other’s  Eucharist  or  ministries.”  But 
under  the  legislation,  bishops  of 
Episcopal  dioceses  and  Lutheran  synods 
were  authorized  to  permit  common,  joint 
celebration  of  the  Eucharist. 


Your  Church 
Should  Be  Using 
These  New  Hymnals 


Over  70,000  sold! 

Supplement  to  The  Book  of  Hymns.  The  only  supplement 
to  The  Book  of  Hymns  published  since  1963!  Features  120 
selections — songs  in  the  Methodist  tradition  not  in  the 
1963  edition  of  The  Bookof  Hymns  and  songs  represen¬ 
tative  of  Native  Americans.  Afro  . Americans.  Asian 
Americans,  and  Hispanic  Americans. 

Abingdon. 

Regular  Edition.  AO 1-03 75 73.  S3.95 
Accompanist  Edition.  A01-037581.  $5.95 

Over  100,000  sold! 

Songs  of  Zion.  A  testimony  to  the  modem  church’s  Black 
heritage.  Includes  gospel  songs,  hymns,  spirituals.  Afro- 
American  liberation  songs,  and  anthems  by  Isaac  Watts. 
Charles  Wesley.  John  Newton.  Charles  A.  Tendley.  Andrae 
Crouch.  Clara  Ward.  James  Cleveland,  and  many  others! 
Abingdon. 

Regular  Edition.  AOl  391202.  $5.95 
Accompanist  Edition.  A01-391210  S7.95 

Both  hymnals  will  lx*  v  aluable  to  your  church  worship,  re¬ 
gardless  of  the  denomination!  Order  your  copies  NOW  from 
the  Cokesbury  Service  Center  Serving  Your  Area: 


% 


Cokesbury 


ICStil  North  Northwest  Hitfh\vo\  •Park  Mkltfr.  It.  (KXX5H 
IUJ5  Adrian  Hoad  •  Burlingame  (  A  94010 

201  Kltfhlh  Avenue  South  P  O  Bon  HOI  •  Nashville.  I  N  .17202 

Prices  subject  t<>  choiu/e  Irons/*  trtoth  h 1  extra 
,\tkl  soles  tax  where  applicable 
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People  in  the  news. . . . 


V  outh  enjoy  ‘biggest  split  in  the  church  since  Luther’ 

POPLAR  BLUFF,  Mo.  —  A  25-foot  banana  split  was  the  center  of  attention  for  youth 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  here  on  a  recent  Sunday  evening.  Designed  to 
welcome  new  UMYF  members,  there  was  just  enough  elbow  room  for  everyone  to 
have  a  good  chance  at  the  feast. 

The  dessert  w  as  billed  as  "the  biggest  split  in  the  church  since  Martin  Luther.” 

MISSOURI  EAST  REPORTER  PHOTO 


Pulling  teeth  is  mission,  too 

Tim  Bergstedt.  a  dentist,  might 
never  have  pulled  800  teeth  during  his 
entire  practice  in  Minnetonka.  Minn. 

But  as  a  member 
of  a  volunteer  med¬ 
ical  team  which 
travelled  to  Hon¬ 
duras,  Dr.  Berg¬ 
stedt  and  12  other 
dentists  pulled 
about  10,000  teeth 

—  about  800  apiece 

—  in  two  weeks. 

Dr.  Bergstedt,  a 

member  of  Hopkins 
United  Methodist  Church,  went  on 
the  short-term  missions  project 
sponsored  by  the  Medical  Group 
Missions  program.  The  volunteer 
medical  teams  pay  their  own  travel 
expenses  and  contribute  their  own 
medical  supplies. 

He  told  the  Reporter  that  he  had 
hesitated  to  leave  his  practice  for  two 
weeks,  but  once  he  arrived  in 
Honduras,  he  was  touched  by  “how 
great  the  need  actually  was. " 

After  two  days  of  orientation.  Dr. 
Bergstedt  and  another  dentist  were 
flown  into  Ahuas,  a  Miskito  Indian 
village  about  40  miles  from  the 

l _ 


Nicaraguan  border.  One  crude  chair 
and  a  dim  lamp  set  up  in  the  middle  of 
the  village  served  as  the  dentists' 
office.  They  did  all  they  could.  They 
pulled  teeth  from  morning  until  night. 

“Bad  teeth  are  so  common  that  to 
have  your  teeth  pulled  is  actually  a 
status  symbol,"  Dr.  Bergstedt  said. 
"It  was  depressing  to  see  a  12-year- 
old  girl  with  a  mouth  full  of  bad  teeth. 
But  our  supplies  and  equipment  were 
so  limited  that  all  we  could  do  was 
extract  teeth.  It  was  depressing  for  a 
dentist  trained  to  do  everything 
possible  to  save  teeth." 

The  travel  and  the  accommodations 
were  rather  rough,  he  said.  The  bush 
pilots  carried  a  lawn  mower  in  the 
plane  to  keep  the  “runway"  smooth, 
for  instance.  But  the  Hondurans 
endured  even  tougher  conditions  to 
get  to  the  medical  team.  Dr. 
Bergstedt  said  many  persons  came  by 
dug-out  canoe,  riding  up  to  36  hours  to 
get  to  Ahuas. 

"The  medical  team  provides  a 
great  service  to  an  area  where 
regular  medical  care  and  checkups 
are  almost  unknown,"  he  said  on  his 
return.  “I  really  felt  I  put  my 
Christian  commitment  into  action." 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
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Scholars  say  ‘Primer’  unbalanced 

Women ’s  Division  says  book  ‘intended  to  provoke  questions’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

A  book  intended  "to  assist  United 
Methodist  Women  in  understanding 
economic  development  in  the  world”  is 
severely  unbalanced  and  likely  to  repel 
its  readers,  according  to  two  economics 
professors  at  United  Methodist-related 
universities. 

The  two  were  asked  by  the  Reporter  to 
review  the  book  after  complaints  were 
raised  by  some  United  Methodists  about 
its  use  in  World  Development  Workshops 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Women 
throughout  the  denomination. 

"An  Economic  Primer”  was  compiled 
and  published  in  1980  by  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

"I  should  never  in  a  million  years  use 
such  a  one-sided  collection”  of  readings 
in  a  course  designed  to  introduce  eco¬ 
nomics,  said  Dr.  Martin  Bronfenbrenner, 
a  professor  at  Duke  University. 

In  essence,  only  one  economic  view  is 
espoused  in  the  book,  said  Dr.  Gustav 
Papanek  at  Boston  University.  That  view 
is  a  type  of  socialism  so  narrow  that  most 
socialists  living  outside  of  nations  with 
communist  governments  would  disagree 
with  it,  said  the  professor  who  describes 
himself  as  a  socialist. 

Barbara  Weaver,  the  development 
education  executive  of  the  Women’s 
Division,  told  the  Reporter  that  critics 
err  when  they  consider  the  "Primer”  by 
itself. 

The  book  is  the  only  one  published  by 
the  division  for  use  in  its  World 
Development  Workshops,  she  said.  But 
many  materials  from  other  sources  also 
are  used  or  recommended  : 

“You  have  to  understand  ihat  the 
‘Primer’  should  be  seen  alongside  ‘The 
American  Economic  System  and  Your 
Part  in  It,’  a  pro-capitalism  piece  by  the 
Advertising  Council  Inc.  and  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce.  We 
encourage  people  to  order  that 
publication.” 

The  workshops  are  designed  to  further 
economic  understanding  among  the 
leaders  of  the  1.2  million  members  of 
United  Methodist  Women.  They  were 
conducted  regionally  during  1980-81  and 
in  more  than  half  of  the  73  annual 
conferences  during  1982,  Ms.  Weaver 
estimated. 

More  annual  conference  workshops 
are  planned,  as  are  workshops  in 
districts.  The  author  of  several 
“Primer”  chapters  has  been  used  in 
some  cases  as  a  workshop  speaker. 

Ruth  Daugherty,  Women’s  Division 
president,  explained  to  the  Reporter  that 
Christians  are  clearly  called  by  the 
scriptures  to  ferret  out  inequities  and 
injustices  that  may  be  perpetrated 
within  an  economic  system.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  for  U.S.  Christians  to  understand 
the  systems  —  especially  the  one  in  the 
United  States  —  in  order  to  deal  with  the 
injustices,  she  said. 

While  none  of  the  “Primer’s”  critics 
has  challenged  the  propriety  of 

‘The  book  will  repel 
United  Methodists 
from  grappling  with 
economics’ 
—  Martin  Bronfenbrenner 

criticizing  the  U.S.  system,  they  have 
expressed  alarm  at  what  they  say  is  the 
book’s  nearly  complete  embrace  of  a 
particular  brand  of  socialism  with 
scarcely  any  acknowledgment  that  such 
a  system  also  produces  inequities  and 
injustices. 

One  bishop  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
book  had  stirred  up  "a  great  deal  of 
concern"  among  persons  in  his  area. 

In  the  September  issue  of  Good  News 
magazine,  associate  editor  James  S. 
Robb  lambasted  the  distribution  of  the 


“Primer.”  He  claimed  the  book 
"advocates  a  brand  of  socialism  so 
radical  that  no  democratic  nation  can 
practice  it  .  .  .  Good  News  (an  unofficial 
United  Methodist  caucus  of 
"evangelicals”)  has  no  objection  to  a 
scholarly,  reasoned  and  balanced 
criticism  of  the  U.S.  economic  system. 
However,  we  found  the  ‘Primer’  lacking 
in  all  three  areas." 

Dr.  Bronfenbrenner  was  critical  of  the 
writing  in  the  book  but  not  nearly  to  the 
same  degree.  The  professor,  who  was 
honored  this  year  as  Duke  University’s 


problem-solving  with  development 
issues.  The  ‘Economic  Primer’ 
represents  a  first  step  in  creating  and 
providing  these  tools." 

Ms.  Weaver  said  the  book  is  supposed 
to  help  women  “to  not  be  afpaid  of 
economics.”  The  emphasis  on  socialism 
is  to  help  women  rid  themselves  of  the 
usual  American  aversion  to  even  the 
mention  of  the  word,  she  said.  “We’d  be 
the  first  to  say  that  socialism  has 
problems.” 

Dr.  Bronfenbrenner,  however,  said  he 
believes  the  book  will  repel  United  Meth¬ 


— 

‘The  book  is  supposed 

to  help  women  not  be 

afraid  of  economics’ 

—  Barbara  Wearer 

‘It’s  important  not  to 

just  reinforce 

prevailing  views’ 

—Ruth  Daugherty 

top  scholar/teacher,  said  the  book  ob¬ 
viously  was  not  intended  to  be  scholarly. 

“As  expository  presentations  of  the 
scholarship  of  others,”  the  12  articles 
included  "are  not  at  all  bad  .  .  .  and  are 
honest  and  sincere,"  he  said.  They  are 
exaggerated  in  the  same  way  as  is 
Madison  Avenue  advertising  and  pre¬ 
election  campaign  propaganda,  he 
added. 

“The  articles  are  more  like  lawyers’ 
briefs  than  judicial  opinions,”  he  said. 

The  book  was  compiled  by  Annette 
Hutchins-Felder  who  preceded  Ms. 
Weaver  in  the  development  education 
position  before  leaving  the  Women’s 
Division  this  past  year.  Ms.  Hutchins- 
Felder  wrote  the  introduction  and  two 
short  articles. 

Articles  by  her  and  others  on  “A 
Theology  of  Economic  Justice,” 
“Economics  of  Racism,”  “The 
Difference  Between  Northeastern  and 
Southern  Poverty  in  the  Cities”  and 
“Women  and  Credit”  have  received  little 
criticism. 

Most  of  the  criticism  has  been  directed 
at  the  bulk  of  the  book  which  was  written 
by  Dr.  Philip  Harvey  (department  of 
politics,  economics  and  society.  State 
•  University  of  New  York,  Old  Westbury 
campus)  and  by  Dr.  Morley  Nkosi 
(economics  department,  Hofstra 
University,  Hempstead,  NY). 

Dr.  Papanek  and  Dr.  Bronfenbrenner 
said  they  had  not  heard  of  any  of  the 
authors. 

They  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
views  in  the  "Primer”  should  be  offered 
to  persons  studying  economic  systems 
but  not  without  contrasting  views  being 
presented. 

Dr.  Papanek,  who  heads  Boston 
University’s  economics  department  and 
who  is  recognized  as  a  specialist  in  the 
economies  of  Third  World  nations,  was 
more  pointed:  “The  book  is  singularly 
lacking  in  facts.  Much  of  the  writing  is 
like  the  worst  kind  of  chamber  of 
commerce  propaganda . ' ' 

Ms.  Daugherty  said  the  intent  of  the 
book  was  not  to  promote  anything  but  to 
provoke  readers  to  ask  questions. 

"It’s  important  not  to  just  reinforce 
prevailing  views.  The  popular  press 
certainly  doesn’t  carry  much  criticism  of 
our  system.”  She  said  the  book  offers  an 
alternative  view. 

The  book’s  introduction  states  that  “it 
is  important  to  understand  the  United 
States’  economic  system,  our  part  in  that 
system  and  the  role  played  by  the  U.S. 
economic  system  in  international 
economics  .  .  .  There  is  an  increased 
demand  for  the  provision  of  analytical 
tools  as  a  beginning  step  in  the  process  of 


odists  from  grappling  with  economics 
and  send  some  “into  the  arms  of  the  Rev. 
Jerry  Falwell  and  his  fellow 
fundamentalists.” 

Dr.  Papanek  lauded  the  “Primer’s" 
stated  goal  of  persuading  Americans  to 
look  at  economic  systems,  including 
different  forms  of  socialism  and  mixed 
economies,  in  an  unemotional  way. 
“Most  people  think  socialism  is 
inherently  evil.” 

However,  he  characterized  some  of  the 
articles  in  the  book  as  presenting  such  a 
"distorted”  view  that  they  will  drive 
readers  even  farther  away  from  a  calm 
discussion,  he  said. 

“I  regard  myself  as  a  democratic 
socialist,  although  not  a  Marxist,”  Dr. 
Papanek  said.  He  said  a  much  more 
“academically  honest”  way  of 
comparing  socialism  and  capitalism 
should  be  pursued  than  the  way  the  book 
generally  presents  the  “textbook, 
utopian  ideal  of  socialism  as  it  doesn’t 
exist  anywhere”  alongside  the  current 
reality  of  the  U.S.  system. 

“Naturally,  the  capitalist  reality  falls 
far  short  of  the  socialist  ideal,"  he  said. 
"You  should  compare  ideals  with  ideals, 
problems  with  problems  and  attributes 
with  attributes.” 

He  said  he  also  is  bothered  that  the 
only  form  of  socialism  discussed  in  the 
"Primer”  involves  the  public  ownership 
of  industry.  That  view  —  “one  held  by 
Karl  Marx,  partly  because  during  his 
time  there  was  no  income  tax  to  help 
redistribute  wealth”  —  is  limited  mainly 
to  communist  nations,  he  said. 

The  majority  of  socialists  in  Europe 
and  in  the  United  States,  and  even  many 
of  the  Euro-communists,  believe  that  as 
much  of  industry  as  possible  should 
remain  under  private  ownership  while 
the  state  exercises  more  planning  of  the 
economy  and  more  efforts  to  bring  about 
equitable  distribution  of  income  and 
wealth,  Dr.  Papanek  said. 

“We  see  the  communist  nations  as 
operating  a  form  of  state  capitalism  and 
not  socialism  at  all.  Most  non-communist 
socialists  promote  the  participation  of 
workers  in  the  decision-making  of 
companies.  A  look  at  Poland  makes  it 
obvious  that  worker  participation  isn’t 
encouraged  in  communist  nations.” 

Dr.  Papanek  noted  that  the  “Primer” 
never  directly  states  that  communist- 
style  socialism  is  the  best  current 
example  of  the  socialism  which  is 
described  in  approving  language 
throughout  the  book.  But  by  the 
definitions  used  and  the  statements  that 
socialism  has  worked  best  under 
strongly  authoritarian  socialist  regimes, 
Dr.  Harvey  "seems  to  consider  the 


communist  countries  as  having  the  only 
real  socialism,"  Dr.  Papanek  said. 
"Many  of  us  feel  Sweden  is  much  closer 
to  true  socialism.” 

Dr.  Papanek  said  that  leads  to  another 
concern:  Dr.  Harvey’s  approach  to  poli¬ 
tical  freedoms.  One  passage  reads: 

“Even  when  the  sacrifices  (in  socialist 
nations)  extend  to  political  freedoms,  the 
sting  does  not  seem  to  be  as  acutely  felt 
by  the  mass  of  the  population  because 
their  basic  material  needs  and 
aspirations  are  being  equitably  attended 
to.  This  is  probably  why  even  very 
dictatorial  socialist  regimes  are  often 
extremely  popular,  something  which  is 
rarely  true  of  right-wing  dictatorships.” 

“This  is  nonsense,”  Dr.  Papanek 
responded.  Perhaps  when  that  article 
first  was  presented  as  a  speech  to  a 
Women's  Division  economic  justice 
seminar  in  1978,  some  people  still  were 
deceived  as  to  the  popularity  of 
communist  regimes,  he  said.  But  to 
continue  offering  that  view  through  the 
“Primer”  after  what  has  been  learned 
during  the  last  four  years  is  surprising, 
he  said. 

The  book  is  on  the  most  solid  ground 
when  articles  deal  with  the  problems  of 
capitalism,  Dr.  Papanek  said.  But  even 
then,  some  of  the  assertions  are  quite 
distorted.  For  example,  one  entire 
article  is  based  on  the  premise  that  price 
competition  doesn’t  exist  in  America,  he 
said. 

“Competition  doesn’t  work  like  the 
textbooks  say  it  should,"  but  nearly  all 
economists  agree  there  still  is  a  lot  of 
competition,  he  said. 

Another  article  criticizes  the  role  of 
trans-national  corporations  in  allegedly 
worsening  the  economic  conditions  of 
persons  in  Third  World  nations.  It  states 
that  “85  percent  of  South  Korea’s 
workers  earn  less  than  a  minimum 
subsistence  wage.” 

If  that  were  true,  there  would  be  mass 
starvation  in  South  Korea,  Dr.  Papanek 
said,  "But  there  isn’t.”  The  question  that 
must  be  asked  is  if  South  Koreans  are  in 
worse  economical  shape  now  than  before 
the  trans-nationals  arrived  or  than 
residents  of  other  Asian  nations  such  as 
North  Korea. 

In  fact,  Dr.  Papanek  said.  South 
Koreans  are  in  better  shape  in  both 
comparisons. 

Fortunately,  the  Women’s  Division 
workshops  cannot  be  judged  entirely  by 
their  book,  said  Dr.  Robert  L.  Conn, 
professor  of  finance  at  Florida  State 
University,  who  describes  himself  as"  a 
middle-of-the-road  Keynesian. 

He  spoke  at  a  World  Development 
Workshop  in  the  South  Georgia  Annual 
Conference  and  found  it  a  delightful  time 
of  examining  economics  without  a  lot  of 
preconceptions  by  “caring,  curious” 
participants. 

That  workshop  did  not  use  the 
“Primer,"  but  a  conference  leader  asked 
Dr.  Conn  to  review  it.  He  told  the 
Reporter  that  he  found  the  book  to  be 
“narrow,  judgmental,  reactionary  and 
full  of  distortions”  and  that,  if  used,  it 


‘Much  of  the  writing 
is  like  the  worst  of 
chamber  of  com¬ 
merce  propaganda’ 
—  Gustav  Pa/tanek 


would  work  against  the  kind  of  openness 
he  found  among  the  United  Methodist 
Women  in  Georgia 

Ms.  Daugherty  said  that  “An 
Economic  Primer"  is  not  intended  for 
mass  circulation  but  for  use  in  the 
workshops.  This  intention  is  borne  out  by 
the  fact  that  only  2,800  copies  have  been 
ordered  for  $3.50  from  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Service 
Center,  7820  Reading  Road,  Cincinnati, 
OH  45237. 
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Temporary  nuclear 
freeze  favored 

MINNEAPOLIS  r-  Former  Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk, 
shown  at  left  in  an  earlier  photo,  told  a  church-sponsored 
forum  in  Minneapolis  recently  that  he  would  favor  a 
temporary  freeze  during  which  both  the  U.S.  and  Soviet 
Union  would  seek  to  reduce  their  nuclear  weapons. 

Speaking  to  an  overflow  noon-hour  crowd  at  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church,  Mr.  Rusk  declared.  "I  think  we  should 
be  dead  serious  about  trying  to  find  some  way  to  get  the  fever 
off  this  (arms)  race  and,  if  that  works,  to  use  that  same  kind 
of  involvement  to  bring  our  nuclear  arsenals  to  the  lowest 
level  that  would  be  consistent  with  verification." 

However,  the  former  Secretary  of  State  cautioned  that 
"unilateral  disarmament  would  be  tempting  thieves."  He 
added  that  he  is  optimistic  about  humankind  and  its  ability 
to  bring  nuclear  weapons  under  control,  saying:  "My  guess 
is  at  the  end  of  the  day  he  will  discover  that  the  homo  sapiens 
—  thinking  man  —  was  accurately  named." 

KEI.IGIOI  S  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Unity  moves  between  faiths  noted; 
setbacks  said  to  offer  lessons 


Herpes  plague  said 
to  miss  attention 
as  sermon  subject 


Gospel  film 
tells  early 
origins 

By  DARRELL TURNER 
Religious  News  Service  Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  Gospel  music 
today  means  anything  from  Christian 
songs  rendered  by  whites  to  rock  tunes 
that  mention  the  name  of  Jesus.  But  a 
new  film,  "Say  Amen,  Somebody," 
makes  it  clear  that  the  term  actually 
should  be  reserved  for  a  genre  developed 
by  black  people  for  the  purpose  of 
1  spreading  the  Gospel  message. 

Thomas  A.  Dorsey,  83,  considered  the 
"father  of  gospel  music,”  is  featured  in 
the  100-minute  film,  as  is  Willie  Mae 
Ford  Smith,  77,  one  of  the  most 
influential  living  female  gospel  singers. 
Delois  Barrett  Campbell,  lead  singer  of 
the  Barrett  Sisters  trio,  the  O’Neal 
Twins,  ant^Zella  Jackson  Price  are  also 
profiled  in  the  movie. 

Mr.  Dorsey,  who  founded  the  first 
gospel  choir  in  Chicago’s  Pilgrim  Baptist 
Church  in  the  1930s,  describes  the 
|  problems  he  faced  in  trying  to  get 
churches  to  accept  this  type  of  music. 
Mrs.  Smith  also  relates  how  she  was 
refused  permission  to  sing  in  many 
churches  because  gospel  was  considered 
too  worldly. 

She  says  she  was  told,  "We  don’t  want 
that  ‘coonshine’  stuff  in  here.  We  don’t 
want  no  ragtime  singing  in  here.”  But, 
she  adds,  "That  didn’t  stop  me.  I  kept 
going  because  that’s  what  God  wanted  — 
the  Gospel  in  song.  And  now  everybody’s 
doing  it.” 

Gospel  music  labeled  ‘basic’ 

Today  gospel  music  is  considered  an 
integral  part  of  worship  in  black 
churches.  The  film  shows  several  songs 
rendered  at  the  National  Convention  of 
Gospel  Choirs  and  Choruses,  which  Mr. 
Dorsey  founded  in  1933. 

Female  gospel  singers  have  often  had 
problems  with  their  husbands.  Mrs. 
i  Smith  relates  that  her  husband  was 
|  infuriated  whenever  she  would  travel  to 
|  sing,  although  her  children  pay 
•  affectionate  tribute  to  her  career  today. 
Similarly,  a  clip  shows  the  Rev.  Frank 
Campbell,  pastor  of  Bathsheba  Baptist 
Church  in  Chicago,  trying  to  persuade  his 
j  wife,  Delois  Barrett  Campbell,  to  spend 
jj  more  time  helping  him  in  the  church  and 
I  less  traveling  to  singing  engagements 
'  with  her  sisters. 

Commercialization  of  gospel  music 

(poses  a  problem  for  purists  like  the 
O’Neal  Twins,  Edward  and  Edgar.  They 
lament  that  when  gospel  concerts  are 
staged  in  halls  that  seat  thousands  of 
people  who  pay  good  money  for  tickets, 
the  singers  often  feel  like  performers 
who  are  there  to  entertain  rather  than  to 
bring  a  religious  message. 

Record  sales  good  and  bad 

"Unfortunately  we’re  living  in  a  hit- 
!  record  society,”  says  Edward  O’Neal.  "I 
think  it’s  unfortunate  for  gospel  music, 

'  because  a  lot  of  times  we  get  caught  up 
*  on  the  hit  record  and  we  miss  the 
1  substance.” 

Meeting  with  reporters  after  a  press 
screening  of  "Say  Amen,  Somebody.” 
Mr.  Nierenberg  said  he  didn’t  consider  it 
a  documentary  because  through  it,  "I  try 
to  tell  a  good  story.”  He  said  the 
j  conversations  were  set  up  to  get  the 
|  singers  to  relate  information  about 
themselves  and  their  careers  that  they 
had  previously  told  him  informally.  "I 
create  a  situation  in  which  that 
information  can  come  out,”  he  said. 

While  some  people  in  the  preview 
audience  commended  Mr.  Nierenberg 
for  producing  a  valuable  work  of  social 
anthropology,  he  said  his  decision  to 
make  a  film  on  gospel  music  was  based 
on  suggestions  from  colleagues  rather 
than  any  inherent  interest  in  the  genre  on 
his  part.  He  and  his  wife  Karen,  who  was 
associate  producer,  did  extensive 
research  on  the  subject  because  “we 
knew  nothing  about  it  when  we  first 
started,”  he  said. 

Theological  study 
fellowships  awarded 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Dempster 
Graduate  Fellowships  have  been 
awarded  by  the  Division  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  to  five 
individuals  for  study  during  the  1982-83 
academic  year. 

Named  for  John  Dempster,  a  19th 
century  Methodist  preacher  who  helped 
found  three  United  Methodist 
seminaries,  the  fellowships  are  awarded 
annually  to  graduate  students  who  plan 
to  teach  in  seminaries  or  teach  religion 
and  related  subjects  in  universities  and 
colleges. 

Recipients  of  the  $8,000  awards  are: 
Gary  Alan  Anderson,  Cambridge,  Mass. ; 
Scott  Jameson  Jones,  Dallas,  Texas; 
William  Alexander  Schweiker,  Chicago, 
I1L;  Douglas  James  Williamson,  Boston, 
Mass.;  and  Oliver  Larry  Yarbrough, 
.New  Haven,  Conn. 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

Three  events  marked  some  recent 
major  trends  in  the  ecumenical 
movement. 

In  Great  Britain,  a  proposed  union  of 
the  Anglican,  Methodist,  Moravian  and 
United  Reformed  Churches  failed.  The 
four  had  been  engaged  in  a  "covenant 
process"  similar  to  that  adopted  earlier 
this  year  in  this  country  by  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union. 

Consultation  leaders  here  said  they 
were  not  discouraged  by  the  failure  of  the 
British  covenant  attempt.  Rather,  said 
the  consultation’s  general  secretary,  the 
•Rev.  Gerald  F.  Moede,  the  British 
experience  may  mean  establishing  a 
longer  time  for  decision-making  when  a 
similar  "covenanting"  proposal  reaches 
COCU-member  churches. 

Dr.  Moede,  a  United  Methodist,  said 
the  British  experience  also  suggests  the 
need  for  a  process  of  revising  any 
proposed  covenanting  proposal  after  the 
churches  have  had  a  chance  to  study  and 
respond  to  it. 

Even  more  positive  about  what  the 
British  actions  indicated  was  the  Rev. 
Paul  A.  Crow  Jr.,  chief  ecumenical  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  and  chairperson  of  the  COCU 
sub-group  perfecting  the  consultation’s 
covenanting  plan. 

United  church  is  difficult 

Dr.  Crow  noted  that  the  vote  within  the 

History  of  Hymns 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Jesus,  the  very  thought  of  thee 
With  sweetness  fills  my  breast; 

But  sweeter  far  thy  face  to  see, 

And  in  thy  presence  rest. 

No  one  knows  who  wrote  the  700-year- 
old  Latin  hymn  on  which  this  translation 
is  based.  Bernard  of  Clairvaux,  a  devout 
mystic  who  lived  in  the  12th  century,  is 
usually  given  as  the  writer  of  the  Latin 
text. 

His  authorship  has  been  questioned  by 
some  who  point  out  that  the  best 
manuscripts  have  been  found  in  England 
and  seem  to  be  the  work  of  an 
Englishman  writing  in  Latin. 
Nevertheless,  we  know  the  hymn  is  from 
the  12th  century  and  it  is  one  of  our 
oldest. 

Dear  Deborah 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  had  a  wonderful  father  to  grow  up 
with.  We  read  together.  We  went  on 
country  walks  to  find  wild  flowers,  birds, 
berries  and  nuts.  We  studied  the  stars. 
He  took  us  on  such  nice  vacations.  He 
was  honest  and  hard-working  and  kind. 
He  brought  us  up  with  love  and 
discipline. 

But  he  wouldn't  go  to  church.  In  our 
church  you  had  to  accept  Christ  and  get 
baptized  or  you  were  lost.  No  heaven.  An 
evangelist  came  to  town.  Mrs.  Brown,  a 
former  Sunday  school  teacher,  tried  to 
get  me  to  bring  my  father  to  get  saved. 
She  said,  “ You  wouldn't  want  to  go  to 
Heaven  some  day  and  find  that  your 
father  wasn't  there,  would  you?” 

I  wouldn't.  I  really  wouldn't.  My  father 
wouldn't  go  to  church  to  get  saved.  I  find 
it  very  hard  to  believe  in  Heaven.  That  is 
why  I  always  put,  the  emphasis  on  " Thy 
Kingdom  come  on  earth.” 

Sincerely, 

Margaret 

P  S. :  I  am  85  years  old  now.  This  is  a  real 
dilemma. 

Dear  Margaret: 

I  would  happily  put  out  to  pasture  all 


British  churches  was  well  above  the 
necessary  two-thirds  affirmative  in  all 
but  the  Anglican  Church’s  House  of 
Clergy  which  was  12  votes  short  of  the 
constitutional  requirement.  "It  was  not  a 
total  failure,”  said  Dr.  Crow,  "but  a 
revelation  that  a  united  church  is  very 
difficult  in  a  world  so  committed  to 
division.” 

Consultation  officials  applauded  the 
action  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  three 
Lutheran  bodies  in  this  country  to  enter  a 
process  of  covenant  "identical  to  that  of 
the  consultation.” 

What  this  means,  according  to  the 
Episcopal  bishop  of  Ohio,  the  Rev.  John 
H.  Burt,  is  that  the  four  North  American 
churches  "recognize  each  other  as 
Christian  churches. 

"The  churches  still  face  some 
outstanding  questions,  among  them  how 
the  gospel  is  lived  out,  the  episcopate  and 
ministries,”  Bishop  Burt  said.  "If  the 
Episcopal  and  Lutheran  churches  can 
resolve  these  issues,  they  will  have 
opened  the  door  for  solving  some 
problems  for  COCU  down  the  road." 

Lutherans  and  Episcopalians 
announced  that  they  will  celebrate  the 
new  relationship  between  them  in  a 
eucharistic  service  Sunday,  Jan.  16,  at 
the  National  (Episcopal)  Cathedral  in 
Washington.  Four  bishops  —  one  from 
each  participating  church  —  will 
officiate  at  the  service. 


Edward  Caswall  made  his  English 
translation  in  1849,  two  years  after  he  left 
the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  and 
joined  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  A 
skillful  translator  of  Latin  hymns, 
Caswall  produced  almost  200  hymn 
translations  for  use  by  the  church. 

"Jesus,  the  Very  Thought  of  Thee”  is 
quiet,  devotional,  and  abounding  in 
adoration  and  love  for  Jesus  Christ.  One 
can  imagine  a  monk  in  his  private 
devotions  sometime  before  dawn,  quietly 
expressing  his  love  for  the  Lord  in  these 
lines. 

David  Livingstone,  a  missionary  to 
Africa  in  the  middle  of  the  19th  century, 
was  fond  of  this  hymn.  As  he  explored  the 
interior  of  Africa  he  noted  in  his  diary, 
"That  hymn  on  the  name  of  Christ, 
pleases  me  so;  it  rings  in  my  ears  as  I 


those  teachers  in  the  church  who  feel 
they  know  so  surely  the  will  of  God  that 
they  can  announce  who  will  be  saved  and 
who  will  not.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
knowledge  belonging  only  to  God.  We  are 
told  not  to  judge  —  lest  we  be  judged! 

Also  this  concept  of  "going  to  Heaven" 
is  too  small  to  define  a  place  in  eternity. 
Our  destiny  after  death  is  essentially  a 
mystery  so  profound  that  the  greatest 
thinkers  of  all  time  have  been  in  awe  as 
they  contemplate  it. 

Jesus  Christ  assured  us  that  we  do 
have  a  place  with  Him  and  with  our  all- 
loving  God.  In  that  assurance  we  can  be 
certain  that  an  all-loving  God  would  not 
separate  us  from  our  beloved  earthly 
father  or  mother.  I  trust  you  will  no 
longer  fear  Heaven  but  look  forward  to  at 
last  knowing  the  mystery  and  love  of 
God. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Questions  for 
the  column  will  be  selected  from  the 
letters.  Write:  "Dear  Deborah,”  P.O. 
Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 

Poem  of  the  Week 

Showing  kindness 

By  SALLIE  BRISTOW 

It  isn’t  always 
A  word  we  say, 

Or  an  act  of 
Kindness 
But  the  way 
We  extend 
Ourselves  to  others 
That  brightens 
Another’s  day. 


‘Faith  and  Order’  turns  25 

The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches 
recently  celebrated  its  25th  anniversary. 
And  the  first  quarter-century  got  mixed 
reviews  from  some  who  have  been  a  part 
of  it  since  the  beginning. 

The  Rev.  Paul  S.  Minear,  professor 
emeritus  of  New  Testament  at  Yale 
Divinity  School,  said,  "In  those  25  years 
we  have  been  moving  from  enthusiasm 
to  apathy  in  ecumenical  affairs,  from 
eager  participation  to  uncertain,  casual 
participation."  He  also  ntoed  that  the 
faith  and  order  movement  has  become 
"institutionalized"  and  that  local 
participation  has  diminished. 

Somewhat  more  optimistic  was  the 
NCC’s  general  secretary,  Dr.  Claire 
Randall.  She  noted  that  "the  life  and 
work  stream  (social  action)  has  been  the 
most  potent  stream  in  the  council"  and 
she  called  on  faith  and  order  participants 
to  "make  your  work  more  visible  ...  It  is 
the  place  .  .  .  where  churches  are 
challenged  on  their  commitment  to  the 
unity  of  the  churches." 

Appreciation  for  the  fact  that  NCC’s 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  is  open  to 
denominations  not  members  of  the 
council  was  stated  by  the  Rev.  John  W. 
V.  Smith  of  the  Church  of  God  ( Anderson, 
Ind.).  He  said,  "Speaking  as  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  a  conservative,  evangelical 
church,  I  can  say  that  membership  has 
been  stimulating  to  us.  " 


wander  across  the  wide,  wide  wilderness.  ’ ' 
The  tune  found  in  most  of  our  hymnals 
for  this  text  is  called  "St.  Agnes."  It  was 
composed  for  this  text  in  1866  by  John  B. 
Dykes,  who  is  probably  better  known  for 
his  tune  we  sing  to  “Holy,  Holy,  Holy.” 

Mr.  Dykes  named  the  tune  for  a  young 
Christian  girl  in  Rome  who  was 
martyred  at  the  age  of  13,  on  Jan.  21,  304. 

A  beautiful  girl,  Agnes  refused 
marriage,  saying  that  she  could  have  no 
spouse  but  Jesus  Christ.  Her  suitors 
exposed  her  as  a  Christian  and  she  was 
eventually  murdered  under  the 
persecution  of  the  Christians  by  the 
Roman  emperor  Diocletian.  She  is 
venerated  as  the  patron  saint  of  young 
girls  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN : 

"A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God " 


LOS  ANGELES  ( RNS)  -  It  seems  like 
such  a  natural  subject  for  a  flurry  of  old- 
time  religion  sermons,  a  topic  tailor- 
made  for  expressions  like  "the  wages  of 
sin,”  or  "God’s  vengeance  on  a  permis¬ 
sive  society.” 

An  epidemic  of  genital  herpes 
infections  has  been  estimated  in 
newspaper  and  magazine  articles  to 
have  claimed  as  many  as  25  percent  of 
American  adults.  The  persistent  and 
often  painful  disease  is  spread  mostly  by 
sexual  contact. 

Several  groups  of  medical  researchers 
are  working  on  a  vaccine  to  prevent  the 
disease.  Genital  herpes,  once  contracted, 
is  treatable  but  believed  to  be  incurable 
—  prompting  suggestions  in  the  secular 
press  that  herpes  has  become  something 
of  a  late  20th  century  scarlet  letter. 

Little  evidence  exists,  however,  that 
many  preachers  have  expounded  from 
the  pulpit  on  the  moral-theological 
implications  of  the  plague. 

Ben  Armstrong,  executive  director  of 
the  National  Religious  Broadcasters  who 
was  asked  about  that  in  Los  Angeles 
while  attending  a  regional  convention  of 
the  organization,  said  he  has  not  heard  of 
any  radio  or  television  preachers  talking 
about  the  disease. 

"I  think  the  (epidemic)  is  so  new  that 
people  aren’t  aware  of  it,"  Mr. 
Armstrong  said.  "We  read  some  of  these 
things  but  the  man  on  the  street  is  pretty 
ignorant  of  it.  .  .  it’s  a  new 
phenomenon,”  he  said. 

One  minister  who  sermonized  on  the 
subject  is  the  Rev.  Hugh  Pyle  of  Panama 
City,  Fla.  His  article  recently  appeared 
in  the  fundamentalist  publication.  The 


DERBY,  England  (RNS)  —  A 
Methodist  minister  made  Anglican 
church  history  here  when  she  became  the 
first  woman  to  legally  celebrate  a 
communion  service  in  a  Church  of 
England  church. 

Women  Episcopalian  priests  from  the 
United  States  have  officiated  at 
communion  services  in  Anglican 
churches  in  Britain,  but  not  legally. 

The  breakthrough  resulted  from  an 
Anglican-Methodist  church  sharing 
scheme  in  Ockbrook,  a  suburb  of  this 
central  England  city.  A  Methodist 
minister,  the  Rev.  Helen  Mawditt, 
conducted  the  rite,  and  one  of  her 
communicants  was  Derby’s  Anglican 
Bishop.  Cyril  Bowles. 

The  bishop  has  given  his  blessing  to  the 
shared  building  agreement  and  the 
virtual  uniting  of  the  two  congregations. 

The  initiative  originally  came  from 
area  Methodists  who  were  confronted  by 
the  need  to  find  a  new  building  but 
unconvinced  they  should  build  a  new  one. 
They  approached  the  local  Anglican 
parish,  and  its  vicar,  the  Rev.  Martin 
Leigh. 

Mr.  Leigh  steered  the  church  sharing 
agreement  through  11  separate  councils 
and  committees.  He  called  it  a  great  step 
forward  for  Christian  unity  following  the 
recent  Anglican  rejection  of  a  covenant 
to  work  more  closely  with  Methodists, 
Moravians  and  members  of  the  United 


Sword  of  the  Lord. 

"For  awhile  it  may  have  appeared  that 
men  and  women  were  getting  away  with  ^ 
flaunting  God’s  laws  and  turning  the 
sacred  into  the  sensual.  .,”  Mr.  Pyle 
said.  "The  sudden  and  devastating 
plague  of  this  painful  and  devastating 
form  of  VD,  striking  millions  of 
Americans  at  the  peak  of  the  permissive 
age,  is  no  mere  coincidence.  " 

Mr.  Pyle  said  that  "worldlings"  have 
found  it  painful  to  admit  that  Bible- 
believing  Christians  may  have  been  right 
after  all. 

"It  just  seems  that  God  has  fixed  it 
where  •  the  laughing,  blaspheming, 
mocking  crowd  of  lust-loving  libertines 
in  the  20th  Century  are  going  to  have  to 
live  with  their  sores  and  misery  as  an 
everlasting  reminder  that  we  don't  do  • 
wrong  and  get  by,"  he  said 

God  forgives  the  sin  of  adultery,  Mr. 
Pyle  said,  adding  that  the  converted 
herpes  victim  may  find  physical  healing 
as  well  "in  God's  own  good  time." 

Greg  Laurie,  the  young  pastor  of  a 
predominantly  young  evangelical 
congregation  at  Riverside’s  Harvest 
Christian  Fellowship,  says  he  has  not 
mentioned  herpes  in  any  sermons.  Nor 
would  he  ascribe  a  heavy  hand  of  • 
judgment  to  God  in  the  present 
circumstances. 

"God  doesn’t  have  to  intervene,"  Mr 
Laurie  said.  Rather  than  God  sending 
herpes  to  this  person  or  that,  he  pictures 
God  saying,  "I’m  going  to  let  you  do 
whatever  you  want  and  let  you  have  free 
reign.  .  .  Then  as  you  reap  what  you  sow 
maybe  you’ll  look  at  me  again  .” 


Reformed  Church.  ? 

Mr.  Leigh  said  he  was  not  at  all 
bothered  that  his  new  Methodist  • 
colleague  was  a  woman.  "As  far  as  I  am 
concerned  there  are  only  good  ministers 
or  bad  ministers,  and  Helen  Mawditt  is  a 
super  one,  ”  he  said. 

The  ordination  of  women  is  a  pressing 
theological  issue  which  needs  to  be 
resolved  by  the  Church  of  England 
sooner  rather  than  later,  says  Anglican 
Bishop  John  Tinsley. 

Writing  in  the  Bristol  diocesan 
newspaper,  the  bishop  said  the  issue  of 
women  and  the  church  is  important 
because  it  stands  "for  what  we  believe 
about  God,  Christ  and  humanity.” 

Book  Review 

Living  faith 
library  gets 
high  marks 

New  Life  In  The  Spirit,  by  Leonard  I. 
Sweet,  The  Westminster  Press, 
Philadelphia.  120  pages.  $5.95 

By  MARY  BROOKE  CASAD 

"New  Life  in  the  Spirit,”  by  United 
Methodist  pastor  Leonard  I .  Sweet,  is  one 
of  four  books  now  available  in  the 
"Library  of  Living  Faith"  series.  Dr. 
Sweet  defines  encounters  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  what  they  can  mean  for  our 
day  from  rich  historical  and  biblical 
perspectives. 

He  speaks  out  strongly  for  the  role  of 
the  church  as  the  "Spirit-filled 
community."  Discovery  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  through  other  people  is  the 
recurrent  theme. 

“Holy  Spirit  is  not  God  within  us.  Holy 
Spirit  is  God  between  us,”  he  writes. 
“For  this  reason,  if  we  are  to  experience 
the  fullness  of  the  Spirit,  we  cannot 
experience  it  in  ourselves  alone,  or  by 
membership  in  a  community  and  support 
of  a  community  building  but  only  through 
personal  participation  in  community¬ 
building." 

Perhaps  his  most  enlightening  work  is 
done  in  the  examination  of  the 
charismatic  movement  and  the  gift  of 
speaking  in  tongues,  which  takes  on  a 
new  dimension  as  the  language  of  the 
Spirit  "identifiable  and  understandable 
by  all  because  of  its  distinctive 
grammar,  mood,  accents  and  idioms.” 

He  defines  these  as  intelligence, 
reconciliation,  the  passion  of 
enthusiasm,  and  compassion.  ; . 

The  role  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  art,  :« 
nature,  history  and  other  religions  is  also  ;  ■ 
discussed.  He  is  open  to  the  inclusion  of  ;! 
the  feminine  dimension  of  God  in  his  ; 
study  of  the  Trinity. 

An  adjunct  associate  professor  of  ; 
church  history  at  Colgate  Rochester  ;! 
Divinity  School/Bexley  Hall/Crozer  •! 
Theological  Seminary,  Dr.  Sweet’s 
writing  style  is  refreshing,  especially  in 
his  use  of  metaphors  and  alliterative 
phrases  which  are  "catchy"  as  well  as 
relevant.  Church  members  who  study 
this  book  as  a  group  will  particularly  find 
meaning  in  the  strong  theme  of  the  Spirit 
as  God  building  community. 

The  "Library  of  Living  Faith" 
published  by  The  Westminster  Press  is  a  •! 
collection  of  10  books  which  explore  •  ; 
theological  views  on  significant  issues  of 
the  Christian  faith  today. 

Mary  Brooke  Casad  is  a  Dallas  area 
church  woman  and  free  lance  writer. 


Crypto-Scripture  meant  to  puzzle 

Solve  the  cryptic  message  below  and  find  a  well-known  passage  in  the  Book  of 
Romans. 

By  MURIEL  LARSON 
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Home  renovators  help  keep  out  chill  winds 


SACRAMENTO  —  Greg  McKay,  a  volunteer  in  the  Sierra  Service  Project,  learns 
new  skills  as  he  replaces  the  door  frame  in  a  house  under  repair.  The  home  repair  and 
weatherization  program  has  involved  high  school  and  college  age  youth  and  adult 
counselors  from  United  Methodist  churches  in  California.  Nevada  and  Arizona  since 
1975.  Other  denominations  have  also  participated  in  this  project  which  helps  Native 
Americans  with  renovation  work. 

BARBARA  SH1NABARGEK  PHOTO 


12th  century  song  quietly  adores 


Heaven  teaching  troubles 
daughter  in  later  years 


Methodist  woman  cleric 
makes  English  history 
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Ball  Teams  Play  Other  Agencies 


MCH  residents  got  an  opportunity  to 
interact  with  other  youth  this  past 
summer  through  the  agency’s  two 
softball  teams.  Although  there  was  a 
girls’  team,  only  the  boys  and  coed  teams 
ever  played  official  games.  Both  of  these 
teams  were  coached  by  Andrew  Collins, 
the  summer  recreational  worker. 

On  Saturday,  June  26th,  both  the  boys 
and  the  coeds  traveled  to  Shreveport  and 
took  on  opposing  teams  fielded  by 
Rutherford  House,  a  residential  child 
care  facility.  The  boys  lost  their  game 
but  the  coed  team  had  much  better  luck. 
However,  luck  was  low  for  both  MCH 
teams  when  they  hosted  the  teams  from 
Christian  Acres,  a  child  care  agency 
located  near  Tallulah.  On  this  occasion  it 
seems  that  the  words  that  best  described 
the  efforts  of  the  MCH  teams  are  those 
that  go  “and  it’s  one,  two,  three  strikes 
you’re  out  in  the  old  ball  game.’’ 

Nevertheless,  MCH  youth  had  a  chance 
for  better  times  when  they  took  on  the 


From  the  Executive  Director 


Sometime  ago  I  shared  in  our  MCH  Newsletter  that  our 
agency  was  being  studied  by  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Resources  for  purposes  of  determining  the 
funding  of  state  placed  children  in  our  program.  At  that  time  I 
stated  that  I  did  not  know  what  the  outcome  of  the  study  would 
bring  in  regard  to  the  status  of  the  state  placed  children 
currently  in  our  agency  as  well  as  any  future  children  being 
placed  with  us  by  the  state. 

I  am  now  pleased  to  announce  that  we  have  received  official 
notification  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  certifying  us  as  eligible 
to  receive  state  funded  children  who  are  not  classified  as  Title 
XIX  recipients.  (Title  XIX  children  are  those  with  mental  and 
physical  handicaps).  There  had  been  some  question  as  to 
whether  the  State  of  Louisiana  was  going  to  broaden  the  Title 
XIX  category  to  include  children  with  emotional  and  behavior 
problems.  However,  the  state  has  decided  to  include  only 
handicapped  and  retarded  children  under  the  Title  XIX 
classification. 

What  does  this  mean  for  MCH?  It  means  that  we  can  continue 
to  serve  children  and  youth  who  are  placed  by  the  state  and 
whose  cost  of  care  is  reimbursed  through  state  funds.  We  can 
continue  to  serve  children  who  are  placed  in  state  custody  due 
to  parental  neglect,  abuse,  or  lack  of  supervision.  These  are  the 
type  of  children  we  have  traditionally  served. 

However,  MCH  will  not  be  asked  by  the  state  to  provide  care 
for  children  with  serious  physical  or  mental  handicaps.  These 
children  will  be  referred  by  the  state  to  other  programs  which 
are  certified  as  Title  XIX  agencies.  MCH  has  never  been 
equipped  to  serve  these  types  of  children  and  any  attempt  to 
serve  them  would  require  major  changes  in  our  program  and 
facilities  as  well. 

Therefore,  for  the  time  being  MCH  will  continue  to  serve 
state  funded  children  who  need  our  agency’s  program  of 
therapeutic  services  offered  within  a  stable  family-like 
environment.  We  will  also  serve  children  and  youth  who  are 
placed  by  private  referral  sources  such  as  parents,  doctors,  and 
family  counselors.  Whether  children  are  funded  by  the  state  or 
funded  through  your  contributions,  we  pledge  to  provide  the 
same  quality  care  for  all.  Your  continued  support  of  our  agency 
and  its  program  guarantees  that  our  services  will  be  available 
to  all  of  those  who  turn  to  us. 

TERREL  J.DEVILLE 


»«■-  | 

Good  Samaritan  Givers 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  pleased 
to  recognize  the  ten  churches  making  the 
largest  contribution  to  the  Easter  1982 
Good  Samaritan  Offering.  This  list  was 
compiled  from  information  released  by 
the  conference  financial  office  in  July. 
The  churches  and  the  amounts  given  are 
as  follows : 

First  Franklin  —  $4,255;  Trinity, 
Ruston  —  $3,917;  Broadmoor,  Baton 
Rouge  —  $3,418;  First  Alexandria  — 
$3,021 ;  Broadmoor,  Shreveport  —  $2,915; 
St.  Paul’s,  Monroe  —  $2,787;  Eunice/Iota 
—  $2,610;  First,  Slidell  —  $2,463;  First, 
Mansfield  —  $2,363;  and  Noel, 

Shreveport  —  $2,000. 

Good  Samaritan  Offering  (GSO)  helps 


support  six  vital  health  and  welfare 
ministries  directly  related  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  depends  upon  GSO  and 
other  contributions  to  comprise  ^  of  its 
annual  operating  budget.  (Another  V5  of 
the  budget  comes  from  endowment 
income  while  the  remaining  Vb  comes 
from  cost  of  care  payments  made  by 
parents  and  state  placing  agencies. ) 

The  congregations  and  pastors  of  these 
churches  are  to  be  congratulated  for 
their  response  to  this  important  offering. 
MCH  will  seek  to  publicize  similar 
contribution  information  on  future 
offerings  when  it  is  available. 


Christmas  Sponsorships  Sought 


Once  again  MCH  is  seeking  persons 
willing  to  sponsor  the  cost  of  Christmas 
presents  for  children  and  youth.  This 
year  a  donation  of  $40.00  will  furnish  the 
Christmas  gifts  for  one  child. 

By  the  time  this  newsletter  reaches 
you,  MCH  residents  will  be  making  their 
Christmas  Wish  Lists.  The  child  care 
staff  in  each  house  will  be  responsible  for 
purchasing  and  wrapping  the  presents 
which  will  be  put  away  until  the 
Christmas  trees  are  up  in  the  houses. 


Then  the  presents  will  be  placed  under 
the  trees  to  be  opened  when  each  house 
has  its  Christmas  Party. 

Response  to  the  appeal  for  Christmas 
sponsors  has  always  been  generous.  We 
know  that  Christmas  1982  will  be  no 
exception.  However,  in  order  to  avoid  a 
rush  in  our  business  office,  we  encourage 
sponsors  to  send  their  contributions 
before  December  1  if  at  all  possible.  The 
attached  form  may  be  used  for  your 
convenience. 


Please  find  enclosed  $_ 

Sponsorship  for - 

Name _ 


as  a  Christmas 


child(ren). 


Address  . 


Church  to  be  credited  (if  any) 


Subscription  Invitation 

Enjoy  this  page?  If  so  why  not  subscribe  to  the  MCH 
Newsletter  on  a  quarterly  basis.  There  is  no  cost  involved. 
Simply  fill  out  the  form  below. 

Name _ 


Address. 


The  Summer  Program 


By  JEFF  PAYNE 
MCH  Resident 


I  thought  the  summer  program  was 
very  successful  in  many  ways.  The  arts 
and  crafts  program  was  lots  of  fun, 
thanks  to  our  instructor,  Mrs.  Moran.  It 
gave  everyone  a  chance  to  show  their 
creativity.  , 

The  physical  activities  with  Andrew 
Collins  were  great.  They  gave  everyone  a 
chance  to  show  leadership  and 
sportsmanship.  The  exercising  woke 
everyone  up  each  morning,  and  for  some 
of  them  it  was  a  chance  to  lose  weight. 

I  had  a  good  time.  And  I  think  most 
everyone  else  did  also. 


Board  of  Directors  Meets 


Church  Youth 
Show  Interest 

It  is  always  exciting  when  persons 
show  an  interest  in  the  MCH  ministry 
and  even  more  exciting  when  the  persons 
showing  that  interest  are  children  and 
youth  themselves.  The  slimmer  of  ’82 
was  remarkable  in  the  number  of 
contacts  MCH  had  with  youth  groups 
from  as  near  as  Arcadia  and  as  far  away 
as  Kentucky. 

Youth  from  three  churches  spent 
overnight  at  MCH  on  their  way  to  or 
from  Arkansas.  In  addition  to  ac¬ 
commodations  these  groups  received 
an  orientation  to  the  MCH  program  and, 
in  one  case,  the  opportunity  to  interact 
with  some  MCH  residents  in  a  volleyball 
game.  The  UMY  members  from 
Blackwater  Church  near  Baton  Rouge 
were  guests  in  June,  while  UMY  groups 
from  Raymond  Church  near  Jennings 
and  Louisiana  Memorial  of  Opelousas 
were  July  guests.  All  three  groups  were 
housed  in  the  newly  renovated  Holt 
Activities  Center. 

Youth  from  First  Church  Baton  Rouge 
brought  their  puppet  ministry  to  campus 
on  June  11  as  part  of  a  tour  of  Arkansas 
and  Louisana.  On  June  22nd  the  youth 
choir  of  Christ  Church  (United 
Methodist)  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
performed  “Celebrate  Life,’’  a 
contemporary  musical  presentation 
based  on  the  life  of  Christ.  Both  groups 
were  well  received  by  MCH  staff  and 
kids  alike. 

The  UMY  of  Pollock  Church  came  for  a 
visit  as  part  of  their  activities  week  in 
July.  They  found  time  for  a  tour  of  the 
campus,  as  well  as  a  softball  game  with, 
the  MCH  coed  team.  Another  group,  the 
Arcadia  UMY,  visited  the  campus  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon  and  received  a  tour 
along  with  an  orientation  to  the  MCH, 
program. 

MCH  staff  were  also  called  to  speakv 
before  vacation  church  school  groups  at' 
Haynesville  Church  and  Christ  Church, 
Shreveport.  The  UMY  of  Columbia- 
Hebert  churches  included  a  speaker 
from  MCH  as  part  of  their  youth 
activities  week  in  late  July. 

The  involvement  of  these  youth  with.' 
MCH  speaks  well  of  their  parents,', 
pastors,  and  church  school  leaders.  All  of 
these  persons  deserve  credit  for  their 
interest  in  and  support  of  the  MCH 
program. 


The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Board 
of  Directors  met  in  bi-annual  session  on 
Tuesday,  October  5,  in  the  Holt  Activities 
Center  on  the  MCH  campus.  The  board  is 
the  policy  setting  body  for  MCH  and  the 
election  of  its  members  is  subject  to 
approval  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Major  action  taken  by  the  board  was 
the  approval  of  plans  for  public  relations 
and  development  by  the  agency  over  the 
next  several  years.  These  plans  call  for 
the  establishment  of  a  development 
committee  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
assist  the  MCH  administration  in 
planning  and  carrying  out  financial 
development  work.  Plans  also  include  a 
development  study  to  be  done  by  a 
professional  in  the  field  of  child  care 
development  and  financial  planning. 

In  other  action  the  board  approved  the 
sale  of  a  small  tract  of  land  near  the 
MCH  campus  to  the  North  Louisiana 
Substance  Abuse  Center.  This  agency 
will  construct  a  facility  to  be  used  for 
drug  and  alcohol  education  programs,  as 
well  as  for  counseling  with  persons 
suffering  from  substance  abuse 
problems.  The  MCH  Board  felt  that  the 
goals  of  the  substance  abuse  program 
were  complimentary  to  the  expressed 
purpose  of  the  MCH  program. 

The  Board  of  Directors  gave  approval 
to  several  minor  construction  projects 
including  renovation  of  the  MCH  chapel 
balcony  so  that  it  can  be  used  as  space 
for  a  church  school  class.  The  board  also 
adopted  a  resolution  naming  the  newly 
renovated  kitchen  in  the  activities  center 
in  memory  of  Samuel  G.  and  Opal  Wells 


Vacation  Church  School  Offerings 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  always 
excited  to  receive  contributions  from 
children  and  youth  since  such  gifts  seem 
especially  appropriate  to  the  nature  of 
the  agency’s  ministry  .'This  past  summer 
MCH  was  heartened  to  learn  that  seven 
United  Methodist  Churches  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  chose  to  designate 
their  Vacation  Church  School  offerings  to 
the  MCH  program. 

A  total  of  $754. 16  was  received  from  the 


following  churches:  Bayou  Scie,  Christ 
Church  (Shreveport),  Grand  Chenier, 
Holly  Grove  (Anacoco),  First  (Homer), 
Raymond,  and  St.  Joseph.  MCH  wishes 
to  thank  the  VCS  leaders  in  these 
churches  for  choosing  MCH  as  the 
beneficiary  of  their  offerings.  Such 
action  is  of  mutual  benefit  to  MCH  and  to 
the  children  of  the  Vacation  Church 
Schools.  Thanks  for  caring. 


Allen.  Both  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  left  a 
portion  of  their  estates  for  the  purpose  of 
capital  improvements  at  Methodist 
Children’s  Home. 


In  addition  to  the  above  action  the 
MCH  Board  approved  the  operating 
budget  for  1983.  It  was  projected  by  the 
Budget  Committee  that  nearly  two-thirds 


of  the  revenues  for  this  budget  will  be 
coming  from  church  and  private  sources 
including  funds  already  invested  by 
MCH. 


MCH  residents  enjoyed  a  puppet  show  by  youth  of  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  in  early  June.  This  was  one  of  several  groups 
to  visit  this  past  summer. 


MCH  player  heads  toward  first  base  in  game  against  Christian  Acres  team. 


youth  of  Pollock  United  Methodist 
Church  Tuesday,  July  20th.  MCH  was 
ahead  when  the  game  had  to  be  called  off 
due  to  rain.  The  teams  finally  got  their 
chance  to  glory  in  sweet  victory  on  July 
24th.  On  that  day  the  MCH  youth 
successfully  took  on  the  staff  in  a  game 


that  proved  the  younger  folks  to  be  in 
much  better  shape. 

With  summer  over  the  youth  look 
forward  to  directing  their  energies 
toward  volleyball  and  basketball.  The 
agency  always  fields  several  teams  in 
these  sports. 


< • 


Editor’s  Note 


This  page  is  a  Louisiana  Conference  Edition  of  the  "Methodist 
Children’s  Home  News”  which  is  published  quarterly  by 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  P.  O.  Box  929,  Ruston, 
LA  71270. 


Terrel  J.  DeVille,  Executive  Director 
Doug  Williams,  Jr.,  Editor 
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Around  The  Conference 


Legislative  Liaison 
Committee  in  Action 


The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee, 
formed  last  year  as  a  part  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  met 
on  September  30  at  the  Headquarters 
Building  in  Baton  Rouge  to  discuss 
action  taken  during  the  last 
legislative  session  on  bills  of  interest 
to  the  committee  and  to  formulate 
their  purpose  and  direction  for  the 
legislative  session  in  1983.  A  decision 
was  made  to  “zero  in’’  on  bills  related 
to  public  education.  A  meeting  is 
being  scheduled  with  members  of  the 
Senate  Education  Committee  of  the 
Legislature  before  any  further 
decisions  are  made.  The  Reverend 
Fred  0.  Shirley,  Chairperson  of  the 
committee,  appointed  Mrs.  Amy 
Ward,  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  the 


Reverend  James  Evans,  the 
Reverend  Tim  Lawson  and  Ms.  Joe 
Wood  as  a  Task  Group  to  meet  for  the 
purpose  of  defining  the  purpose  of  this 
committee.  Members  of  this 
committee  are:  the  Reverend  Fred  0. 
Shirley,  Mrs.  Amy  Ward,  Terral 
DeVille,  the  Reverend  William 
Fraser,  the  Reverend  James  Evans, 
the  Reverend  Tim  Lawson,  the 
Reverend  Beverly  Bond,  Dr.  L.  Ray 
Branton,  the  Reverend  Phil 
Woodland,  Dr.  Darrell  Lawless,  the 
Reverend  Brady  Forman,  and  Mrs. 
Lou  Alexander.  Senator  Sydney 
Nelson  serves  as  the  Legislative 
Representative  and  Ms.  Joe  Wood  as 
Legislative  Consultant. 


‘Adventure  of  Living  Prayer’ 
Scheduled  at  Broadmoor 


The  “Adventure  of  Living  Prayer” 
is  a  two  day  prayer  experience 
scheduled  for  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 'on 
Frtday,  November  5  from  5:45  p.jn.  to 
9:30  p.m.  and  Saturday,  November  6 
from  8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  It  is  an 
experience  designed  to  inspire  and 
motivate  people  in  their  prayer  life. 

Sponsored  by  the  Wesleyan 
Covenant  Prayer  Group  and  the 
Evangelism  Commission  of 
Broadmoor,  the  “Adventure  of  Living 
Prayer”  is  a  ministry  of  The  Upper 
Room,  The  United  Methodist  Center, 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  Upper 
Room  is  sending  a  leader  from  the 
Nashville  area,  Mr.  Harry  Camp,  a 


lawyer  and  active  layperson  of  The 
-United  Methodist  Church,  of  ;• 
McMinnville,  Tennessee.  The  £ 
weekend  is  open  to  everyone.  >: 

Those  attending  are  asked  to  bring  > 
one  dish  for  a  covered  dish  dinner  on  :> 
Friday  evening  and  a  sack  lunch  for 
Saturday.  The  host  church  will 
provide  drinks,  dishes  and  silverware  :|; 
for  the  meals  and  coffee  and  snacks  >j 
Saturday  morning.  Child  care  for  >• 
infants  through  age  ten  will  be  * 
provided  at  no  cost,  with  advance 
notification.  To  make  reservations 
and  for  child  care  notification,  call  the  $ 
Broadmoor  Church  Office  at  504-924- 
6269.  Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount  is  pastor. 


Downsville  Charge 
Opens  New  Parsonage 

This  new  parsonage  has  3,000  square  feet  inside.  There  is  a  formal  living 
room  and  dining  room,  three  bedrooms,  large  den  area,  and  three  baths,  a  large 
kitchen  with  breakfast  area.  The  parsonage  was  first  occupied  in  August  by  the 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  H.  Austin  Smith,  pastor. 


Clinical  Pastoral 
Training  Course 
Offered 

A  comprehensive  course  in  Clinical 
Pastoral  Training  entitled  “Advance^ 
Clinical  Counseling  With  the  Emotionally 
Disturbed”  will  be  offered  for  clergy 
persons  at  Central  Louisiana  State 
Hospital  beginning  Monday,  November 
1,  1982,  according  to  Chaplain  Roland  K. 
Friedrich,  Director  of  the  Clinical 
Pastoral  Training  Program.  Students 
can  earn  two  hours  of  Seminary  credit 
with  the  completion  of  this  course. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant,  will  participate  in  some  of 
the  seminars.  The  overall  theme  of  the 
course  will  be  “Contemporary  Growth 
Counseling  and  the  Five  Streams  of 
Psychotherapy."  Emphasis  will  be  given 
to  exploring  the  resources  from  a  variety 
of  contemporary  therapies  than  can  be 
used  by  the  pastoral  counselor  for 
nurturing  growth  toward  spiritual 
wholeness.  Participants  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  attend  multi-disciplinary 
staff  conferences  and  group  therapies  in 
addition  to  scheduled  lectures  by 
members  of  the  professional  staff. 

Three  primary  objectives  of  this 
course  will  be:  (1)  to  help  the  student 
develop  an  effective  conceptual 
framework  within  which  to  integrate 
resources  from  various  therapies  in  a 
uniquely  pastoral  way;  (2)  to  assist  the 
student  in  maximizing  human  wholeness 
by  enabling  people  to  handle  life  crises 
growthfully;  and  (3)  to  provide  an 
opportunity  for  learning  how  the  pastoral 
counselor  can  awaken  realizable  hopes 
for  creative  change  in  persons  and  to 
help  them  actualize  these  hopes. 

Interested  persons  may  call  318-445- 
2421  or  write  Chaplain  Friedrich  at 
Central  Hospital,  P.O.  Box  31,  Pineville, 
LA,  71360. 


Annual  Sunday  Breakfast  Series  Underway 


Elementary  II  children  share  Sunday  morning  food  and  fellowship  with 
parents  and  teachers  during  the  annual  series  of  breakfasts  hosted  by  Slidell 
First  United  Methodist’s  Children’s  Division  of  the  Church  School.  The  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell  is  the  Reverend  Sale  T.  Lilly. 

Church  Histories  at  Haynesville 


In  preparation  for  a  recent  home¬ 
coming  celebration,  the  Haynesville 
United  Methodist  Church  prepared  an 
attractive  book  of  history  with  pic¬ 
tures.  It  includes  the  history  of  the 
Shongaloo  and  Colquitt  Churches. 


Former  members  and  friends  can 
purchase  these  booklets  for  $1.  Send  to 
Haynesville  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.  O.  Box  505,  Haynesville,  LA.  71038. 
The  Reverend  Louis  M.  Coppage  is 
pastor. 


An  Important  Notice  to 
Pastors  Seeking  Less  Than 
Full-time  Appointment 

According  to  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  Para.  437.2a,  “The 
minister  seeking  less  than  full-time 
service  should  present  a  written 
request  to  the  bishop  and  the 
chairperson  of  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  at  least  six 
months  prior  to  the  Annual 
Conference  session  at  which  the 
appointment  is  made.” 

Those  that  are  requesting 
appointment  for  less  than  full-time 
service  for  the  1982-1983 
appointment  year  must  make  this 
request  known  before  the  deadline  of 
December  6, 1982.  This  request  is  to 
be  sent  to  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA,  70821,  and  Dr.  Alfred  L. 
Norris,  2722  Louisiana,  New  Orleans, 
LA,  70115. 


General  Board  of  Pensions  Release 
HMEP  &  DAC  Information  for  1983 


The  Conference  Office  of  Financial 
Affairs  has  just  received  information 
from  the  General  Board  of  Pensions  that 
HMEP  (Hospitalization  and  Medical 
Expense  Program)  rates  for  those  under 
65  of  age  will  increase  49%  and  for  those 
over  65  of  age  32%  for  1983.  This  is  due  to 
the  medical  expense  experience  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  participants  over 
the  last  three  years  and  the  projected 
experience  for  1983. 

The  Conference  recommends  that  the 
active  ministers  pay  xk  of  the  premium 
each  month  and  the  charge  pay  of  the 
premium.  For  a  single  active  minister 
under  65  the  monthly  payment  suggested 
is  $41.93  and  for  the  charge  $41.92  for  the 
total  of  $83.85.  Where  the  minister  under 
65  is  married  or  married  with  children 
the  total  amount  will  be  $226.75  a  month 
of  which  the  minister  would  pay  $113.38  a 
month  and  the  charge  would  pay  $113.37 
a  month. 

There  is  a  32%  increase  for  all  persons 
over  65.  This  is  the  minimum  increase  of 
any  Conference  group  of  any  Conference 
in  the  connection  in  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  HMEP  program.  By  action  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  for  retired 
ministers  or  retired  ministers  surviving 
spouses,  the  General  Board  of  Pension  is 
authorized  to  withhold  from  annuity 


TV  Ministry 
Update 

Effective  Sunday,  November  7,  the 
church  school  lesson  series  “Church  of 
our  Fathers”  being  shown  via  satellite 
will  be  broadcast  on  Satcom  3  (F3), 
Channel  18.  The  teacher  training 
program  each  Tuesday  at  7:30  p.m.  will 
continue  to  be  on  W  4,  Channel  19. 

•  •  • 

New  Monthly  Television  Program 

A  new  monthly  television  program 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference  will  begin 
Sunday,  November  21  at  7:00  p.m. 
entitled  The  Louisiana  Methodist  Maga¬ 
zine.  The  one-hour  program  will  include 
major  news  events  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  brief  reports  on  various  insti¬ 
tutions  and  churches,  a  message  from 
Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin,  and  other 
features  of  interest  to  United  Methodists. 
Details  on  satellite  and  channel  infor¬ 
mation  will  be  announced  soon. 

Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

General  secretary  blasts 
critic  groups . Page  3 


checks  the  monthly  premium  rate  for 
annuitants  enrolled  in  HMEP,  but  no 
annuitant  shall  receive  less  pension 
payment  than  the  prior  year  (page  130, 
1982  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Journal). 

Ministers  and  churches  need  to  be 
reminded  that  HMEP  payments  are  due 
in  advance  which  means  the  1983 
January  payment  needs  to  be  payed 
before  the  end  of  December,  1982. 

Another  matter  that  effects  the 
budgets  of  local  churches  is  the  DAC 
(Denominational  Average  Compensation) 
which  the  General  Board  of  Pensions  Re¬ 
ports  will  be  $18,263.00  for  1983.  This 
determines  the  maximum  amount  to  be 
budgeted  by  a  local  church  or  local 
churches  that  make  up  a  charge.  The 
maximum  MPP  (Ministerial  Pension 
Plan)  for  each  ordained  minister  is  12% 


of  $18,263  or  $2,191.56  and  4.4%  for  the 
CPP  (Comprehensive  Protection  Plan) 
which  amounts  to  $803.57  or  a  total  of 
$2,995.13  to  be  budgeted  for  MPP  and 
CPP  for  each  ordained  minister.  If  the 
compensation  for  an  ordained  minister  is 
less  than  $18,263.00  the  charge  is  to  pay 
only  16.4%  total  for  MPP  and  CPP  of  the 
actual  compensation  of  the  ordained 
minister  and  would  budget  less  than 
$2,995.13. 

The  details  of  the  action  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  be 
found  in  the  1982  Journal  of  The 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  The 
Board  of  Pensions  Report  which  begins 
on  page  128.  If  more  information  is 
needed,  persons  may  contact  their 
district  superintendent  or  Dr.  J.  J. 
Caraway  in  the  Conference  office  in 
Baton  Rouge. 


1983  HMEP  Monthly  Payment  Schedule 

Category  Description 

Monthly  Rate 

Under  Age  65  Participant 

83.85 

U  nder  Age  65  Spouse 

142.90 

Total  Family  Coverage 

226.75 

Under  Age  65  Surviving  Spouse 

97.00 

Under  Age  65  Dependent  Child 

43.55 

Over  Age  65  Participant 

42.98 

Over  Age  65  Spouse 

42.98  , 

Over  Age  65  Surviving  Spouse 

42.98  1 

Over  Age  65  Dependent  Child 

1983  DAC  (Denominational  Average  Compensation)  $18,263.00 

42.98 

The  worries  and  wonders  of  everyday 
life  in  the  classroom  are  captured  in  the 
poems  and  prayers  of  concerned  teacher 
and  author,  Mary  Lou  Carney,  in  her  new 
book  “Bubble  Gum  and  Chalk  Dust,” 
published  by  Abingdon  Press. 

Each  of  Camey’s  poems  deals  with 
teaching  at  all  levels,  from  a 
kindergarten  field  trip  to  a  seventh  grade 
poetry  contest  to  a  sultry  afternoon  spent 
analyzing  Hawthorne’s  symbolism  with 
seniors.  Through  her  prayers  she 
reaches  for  God’s  wisdom  in  order  to 
understand  the  children  and  see  beyond 
her  own  understanding  of  the 
frustrations  and  defeats,  the  papers  to 
grade,  and  the  parents  to  console. 

What  she  is  able  to  see  —  the  joys,  the 
hopes,  the  victories  that  only  a  sensitive, 
caring  teacher  can  know  —  she  shares  in 
her  53  poem-prayers. 

In  “Bubble  Gum  and  Chalk  Dust,” 
Carney  writes,  “Bubble  gum  is 
everywhere,”  and  prays: 

“O,  Lord 

I  know  there  are  things 
in  my  life 
that  are  as 
annoying 
irritating 
maddening 
to  you 

as  bubble  gum  is  to  me 
Show  me  those  things,  God. 

Make  me  willing 
to  become  what  you  want 
Let  me  give  up  all 
my  bubble  gum.” 

Abingdon  Press  is  the  book  publisher 
for  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  “Bubble  Gum  and  Chalk  Dust”  is 
available  in  paperback  through 
Cokesbury,  Retail  Sales  Division,  for 
$4.95. 

Zan  W.  Holmes,  Jr. 
to  Give  Martin 
Lectures  at  Perkins 

Dr.  Zan  W.  Holmes,  Jr.  will  speak 
about  preaching  for  three  Martin 
Lectures  on  Practical  Theology  at 
Perkins,  November  10, 11,  and  12, 1982. 

“Hearing  God’s  Story”  is  the  theme  of 
the  lectures,  which  will  focus  on  the 
listening  preacher  and  the  preaching 
congregation. 

The  Wednesday  and  Friday  lectures 
will  be  given  at  11:00  am.  The  third 
lecture  and  workshop  will  be  given  on 
Thursday  afternoon  at  1:00  p.m.  All  are 
in  Selecman  Auditorium. 

A  popular  speaker  and  preacher,  as 
well  as  an  active  civic  leader,  Zan 
Holmes  was  educated  at  Huston- 
Tillotson  College  in  Austin  and  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  He  has  served  in  the 
Texas  State  Legislature  for  two  terms 
and  as  District  Superintendent  in  the 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 
Presently  Associate  Professor  of 
Preaching  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
he  also  serves  as  pastor  of  the  St.  Luke’s 
“Community”  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas. 

The  Martin  Lectureship  is  in  its  eighth 
year,  having  been  established  as  an 
endowed  series  by  Bishop  Paul  W.  and 
Mrs.  Mildred  Fryar  Martin.  Each 
lecture  is  open  to  the  public  free  of 
charge. 


Ethnic  Minority  Career 
Life  Event  Scheduled 


Dr.  Samuel  W.  Walker,  Director  of 
Special  Ministries  has  announced  The 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  Vocation 
and  Career  Life  Event  to  be  held  at  the 
Wesley  Foundation,  Southern 
University,  and  Camphor  Memorial 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  November  19-20, 
1982.  The  Reverend  Freida  M.  Brown  is 
the  Wesley  Foundation  Director  at  South¬ 
ern  and  the  Reverend  George  W.  C. 
Calvin  is  pastor  at  Camphor  Church.  Dr. 
Moses  T.  Jackson  is  the  host  District 
Superintendent 

The  coordinators  for  the  event  and 
members  of  the  Conference  EMLC  Task 
Force  are  the  Reverend  Roger  La  than, 
Pastor  of  Bethany  Church,  New  Orleans 
and  the  Reverend  Chris topher  Andrews, 


Pastor  of  Aldersgate  Church,  Slidell.  A 
fellowship  banquet  will  be  held  at  the 
Wesley  Foundation  on  Southern’s 
Campus,  Friday  night  at  7:00  p.m.  with 
worship,  workshops  and  discussion 
periods  at  Camphor  Church  Saturday 
beginning  at  9:00  a.m.  Adjournment  is 
set  for  1:00  p.m. 

Each  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  in 
the  Conference  is  to  be  represented  by 
two  young  people,  high  school  juniors  or 
seniors,  the  pastor  and  youth 
coordinators.  Theme  for  the  Vocation- 
Career  Life  Event  is  “Strengthening  and 
Developing.”  Registration  (name, 
address,  and  church  only)  should  be  sent 
to  Dr.  Samuel  Walker  at  P.O.  Box  3057, 
BAton  Rouge,  LA  70821  by  November  15. 


Hunger  Advance  Specials 


Pastors  and  church  treasurers  need  to 
pay  special  attention  on  sending  in 
money  for  Hunger  Advance  Specials. 

Concern  has  come  to  the  Conference 
Council  and  Finance  in  regards  to  funds 
being  sent  in  for  the  Conference  Advance 
Special  called  World  Hunger  Scholarship 
Fund.  This  Conference  Advance  Special 
is  to  be  sent  in  on  the  regular  Monthly 
Remittance  Report  on  line  number  6500. 
The  special  yellow  sheet  for  Advance 
Specials  is  also  to  be  filled  out  with  all 
information  called  for  to  be  completed. 
This  is  very  important  because  this 
information  is  sent  to  the  World  Hunger 
Scholarship  Fund  Treasurer.  On  the 
yellow  sheet,  you  will  notice  the  program 
is  designated  Hunger  Program  (LSU). 

The  problem  in  reporting  is  the 
General  Church  has  a  special  advance 
program  designated  World  Hunger.  If 
money  comes  to  the  Conference  Office 
marked  World  Hunger  it  is  sent  to  the 


General  Church.  Many  of  our  churches 
send  money  to  this  important  Special 
General  Advance  program.  General 
Advance  money  is  to  be  remitted  on  the 
regular  Monthly  Remittance  Report  on 
line  number  6000.  All  General  Advance 
Special  money  is  also  to  be  reported  in 
detail  on  the  yellow  Advance  Special 
sheet  since  the  General  Conference 
requires  that  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  acknowledge  all 
Advance  Receipts  to  the  donor. 

If  the  yellow  sheet  will  be  used  along 
with  the  regular  Remittance  Report  by 
the  local  church  pastors  and  treasurers 
sending  in  money  for  Advance  Specials 
this  will  greatly  help  in  getting  special 
gifts  to  the  proper  place.  The  yellow 
Advance  Special  sheets  are  given  out 
to  the  pastors  by  the  district  superin¬ 
tendents  and  if  additional  sheets  are 
needed,  they  can  be  obtained  at  any  dis¬ 
trict  office. 


Dillard  Announces  Distinguished  Alumni  Award 


Mrs.  Lillian  Dunn  Perry,  class  of  1940, 
has  been  named  the  21st  recipient  of  the 
Dillard  University  Distinguished  Alumni 
Award.  Dr.  Samuel  Dubois  Cook,  Dillard 
president,  made  the  presentation  at  the 
Alumni  Banquet  on  Friday,  October  15th. 
The  banquet  was  a  highlight  of  Dillard 
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University’s  113th  Founders’  Day 
observance  and  Alumni  Hoir°coming 
Weekend  which  was  held  Thursday, 
October  14  through  Sunday,  October  17. 

Mrs.  Perry  is  the  immediate  past 
president  of  the  Dillard  Alumni 
Association  and  a  former  member  of  the 
Dillard  University  Board  of  Trustees. 
She  is  assistant  minister  of  music  and 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Central  Congregational  United  Church  of 
Christ. 


Correction 

In  last  week’s  article  on  the 
“Urgent  Support  Needed”  For 
Lebanon  Emergency  Appeal”  the 
sentence  “Funds  to  support  the 
appeal  should  be  made  payable  to 
the  General  Conference  on  Finance 
and  Administration”  should  be  cor¬ 
rected  to  read  “made  payable  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference”  and 
mailed  only  to  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway, 
P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70821. 
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Truth  combats  deception— from 
public  elections  to  private  lives 


Issues  of  major  importance  to  the 
public  are  decided  far  too  often  on  the 
basis  of  who  develops  the  most  appealing 
slogan  rather  than  dn  substantive  merit. 
That  this  is  true  will  be  illustrated  in  the 
results  of  numerous  elections  across  the 
nation  next  Tuesday. 

Our  problem  is  not  with  slogans  per  se. 
We  may  lament  the  fact  most  citizens  do 
not  take  the  time  to  learn  more  about  a 
candidate  than  his  or  her  public  image, 
but  the  use  of  “marketing  techniques”  is 
a  valid  and  valuable  way  of  creating 
public  awareness  about  a  given  issue  or  a 
given  candidate.  Our  problem  is  rather 
with  slogans  which  project  a  false  or 
deceptive  image. 

A  dramatic  recent  example  of  this 
occurred  in  Oklahoma  where  the  citizens 
were  asked  to  vote  on  whether  or  not  to 
legalize  pari-mutuel  betting  on  horse 
racing  on  a  local  option  basis.  The  slogan 
used  by  proponents  of  the  measure  was : 
“Let’s  Race.”  The  deception  should  have 
been  obvious:  racing  horses  was  not 
illegal  in  Oklahoma.  It  was  legal  sanction 
for  betting  on  the  outcome  of  horse- 
racing  that  the  voters  were  being  asked 
to  approve.  As  a  coalition  of  church 
leaders  correctly  pointed  out,  the  slogan 
should  have  read:  “Let’s  Gamble.”  That 
was  the  real  issue  at  stake. 

Although  their  efforts  proved  unsuc¬ 
cessful  when  the  ballots  on  the 
referendum  were  counted,  Oklahoma’s 
church  leaders,  including  the  bishop  and 
other  top  United  Methodist  officials,  are 
to  be  commended  for  seeking  to  point  out 
the  deception  which  was  being  foisted 
upon  the  voters.  The  proponents  of 
legalized  gambling  used  a  dishonest  slo¬ 
gan  to  avoid  dealing  with  the  predictable 
effects  gambling  has  on  individuals  and 
the  moral  climate  of  society  when  it  be¬ 
comes  a  major  industry. 

Deceptive  slogans  are  also  frequently 
used  to  "sell”  candidates  for  public 


office.  For  example,  one  candidate's 
slogan  in  a  Senate  campaign  is  “Vote  for 
your  life,”  as  though  a  vote  for  his 
opponent  would  automatically  be  a  "vote 
for  your  death."  In  a  city  council 
campaign,  one  candidate  adopted  the 
slogan,  “He  understands,”  suggesting  as 
it  was  used  that  an  inexperienced 
individual  possessed  the  necessary  back¬ 
ground  and  experience  to  deal  effectively 
with  the  concerns  of  the  citizenry  in  the 
office  he  was  seeking.  And  who  has  not 
seen  the  frequently  used  “Make  your 
vote  count”  slogan,  as  though  a  vote  for 
someone  else  would  not  count  or  would  be 
wasted. 

From  the  examples  of  the  Old 
Testament  prophets,  and  from  our  Lord, 
who  challenged  the  Pharisees  and  stood 
before  Pontius  Pilate  as  the  human 
embodiment  of  God’s  truth,  Christians 
are  called  to  “speak  the  truth  in  love” 
when  instances  of  deception  are 
encountered  in  public  life.  Recognizing, 
and  combating  deceptive  slogans  with 
carefully  gathered  facts  and  reasoned 
analysis  is  a  basic  responsibility  for 
those  who  seek  to  follow  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  mandate  to  speak  the  truth  about 
public  issues  is  not  separate,  however, 
from  our  need  to  recognize  and  speak 
the  truth  among  ourselves.  By  refusing 
to  permit  even  "trivial”  instances  of 
deception  to  go  unnoticed  in  our  personal 
lives,  and  especially  within  our  families 
and  churches,  we  bear  witness  to  the  fact 
that  abundant  living  is  also  truthful 
living.  In  contrast,  deceptive  living  is 
also  bankrupt  living. 

God  calls  us  as  Christians  to  sow  seeds 
of  as  much  abundant  living  and  as  little 
bankrupt  living  as  possible  —  both  for  the 
good  of  individuals  and  the  good  of 
society,  and  whether  we  are  electing 
candidates  for  public  office,  dealing  with 
a  matter  of  public  interest,  or  relating  to 
members  of  our  own  church  or  family. 


Joyous  Christians 


By  PETER  LAW 

Why  should  we  be  joyous?  (Luke 
24:13-53) 

They  may  already  have  pushed  the 
button. 

And  we,  with  minutes  to  live 
Are  loaded  with  our  little  concerns: 
Who  didn’t  take  out  the  garbage, 

Who  said  what  to  whom,  and 
Why  didn’t  you  hug  me  last  night? 

The  world  is  divided  into  camps 
Armed  to  the  teeth  with 
Words  and  weapons. 

Fear  feeds  fe^r  and 
Brother  cuts  brother. 

Even  the  fellowship  of 
The  Body  of  Christ 

Is  a  house  divided  against  itself. 
(Matt.  12:25) 

Pernicious  Doctrine  the  One  True 
Church, 

Infects  Catholic,  Lutheran, 
Pentecostal. 

Unless  you  pray  as  I  pray, 

Y  ou  are  no  brother  of  mine. 

And  Methodists  look  down  a  long 
Latitudinarian  nose. 

Tilted  high  with  pride 
of  Pluralism  .  .  .  saying 
“If  you  are  narrow-minded 
You  are  no  brother  of  mine.” 

But  Paul  baptized  no  one,  ( I  Cor.  1:14) 
And  John  Wesley  said  "If  your  heart 
is  like 

Unto  my  heart,  give  me  your  hand.” 

It  is  an  encounter  with  you,  Jesus, 
Along  the  roadway  of  life,  (Luke 
24: 13ff ) 

That  leaves  our  hearts 
Burning  within  us. 

Many  people  have  been  healed, 

Of  disease,  infirmity,  and  trouble; 

And  some  have  died  or  failed 
In  the  battle  which  they  fought. 

But  I’ve  never  seen  one 
Who,  having  met  you  over  bread, 

Has  regretted  and  repented 
The  encounter  with  Your  presence. 


Our  petty  complaints  are  large 
Only  compared  to  our  un-enlarged 
ego. 

And  when  You,  O  Lord  Jesus, - 
Blow  through  the  camp  of  our 
smallness,  (Acts  2:2) 

With  light,  and  power,  and  grace; 

Our  blindness  is  healed, 

Our  infirmity  is  defeated,  our 
strength  renewed.  (Acts  3:6-10) 

We  mount  the  peaks  of  joy,  (Isaiah 
40:31) 

Our  familiness  restored,  (Matt.  12:50, 
Mk.  3:33) 

All  our  pains  a  preparation 
For  the  fire  burning  within.  (Is.  48: 

10,  Rev.  1:15,3:18) 

The  Spirit  is  fire  and  life 
And  perpetual  hope. 

Nothing  can  separate  us,  Ix>rd. 

Not  life  or  death,  princes  or  powers, 
Famine,  or  sword,  or  nakedness 
(Romans  8: 37-39) 

(Paul  means  the  inability  to  pay  our 
bills.) 

Nothing  on  earth  is  a  match 
For  your  matchless  power. 

Denominations  are  for  money 

—  not  the  Body  of  Christ. 

In  your  house  are  many  rooms  (John 
14:1-7)  \ 

—  but  no  camps  abide  for  long. 

The  Church  is  a  movement 

—  not  a  monument, 

Guided  by  the  Pillar  of  Flame 
(Exodus  13:21) 

Lead  us,  Lord,  into  desert 
Or  glade,  furnace  or  forest 
Seeing  you  in  each  other 
We  will  go  in  and  out  (Psalm  121 ) 
and  find  joy  forever. 

Amen. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Law  is  the  pastor 
of  the  University  UMC  in  Duluth, 
Minnesota  (Minnesota  Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Welfare  proposal:  Horrendous,  hard-nosed, 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  shock  and  revulsion  the 
self-righteous  tirade  headlined 
“  'Improved  Welfare  Plan’  offered  to 
draw  a  realistic  perspective”  (UMR, 
Oct.  8).  His  .  so-called  “plan"  is  a 
mishmash  of  myth,  misconceptions,  and 
meanness.  It  is  outrageous  that  such  a 
horrendous,  hard-nosed  and  heartless 
proposal,  utterly  devoid  of  any  spiritual 
or  Christian  content,  should  be  given 
space  in  a  United  Methodist  publication. 
And  then  to  read  that  the  author  of  this 
hateful  and  hostile  piece  is  a  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  faifly 
boggles  the  mind! 

Obviously  Mr.  Smathers  has  little 
knowledge  about  either  the  poor  or  how 
the  welfare  system  actually  works. 
Welfare  is  a  cruelty  system  from  start  to 
finish.  It  was  never  designed  to  help 
people  but  simply  to  provide  enough 
relief  to  maintain  public  order.  After  all, 
you  can’t  have  the  poor  rioting  in  the 
streets.  That  would  be  bad  for  business 
and  tarnish  the  image  we  have  of 
ourselves  as  a  "Christian”  nation. 

Most  people  on  welfare  are  not  able- 
bodied,  freeloading  “bums”  as  Mr. 
Smathers  has  libeled  them.  The  vast 
majority  of  persons  on  welfare  are  not 
able-bodied  at  all.  They  are,  for  the  most 
part,  women,  children,  the  old,  the  sick, 
the  blind,  and  the  disabled.  The 
relatively  few  able-bodied  people  on 
welfare  are  there  because  they  have  no 
marketable  skills.  And  they  have  no 
marketable  skills  because  they  lack  both 
training  and  education  and  have  no  way 
of  getting  any. 
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Poor  people  on  welfare  aren’t  driving 
Cadillacs  and  buying  steaks  with  food 
stamps.  Welfare  allowances  in  a  state 
like  Massachusetts,  which  is  more 
generous  than  most,  is  still  a  pitifully 
small  sum,  well  below  the  poverty  line 
and  while  it  makes  survival  possible, 
allows  for  little  else.  It  is  a  most  cruel 
and  dastardly  lie  to  imply  that  poor 
people  on  welfare  are  living  it  up  on  tax¬ 
payer’s  money. 

The  Bible  is  replete  with  admonitions 
to  have  pity  on  the  poor  and  provide  for 
their  welfare.  Some  of  the  Bible’s 
harshest  words  are  directed  against 
those  who  will  sell  the  “needy  for  a  pair 
of  shoes"  (Amos  2:6-7)  and  "trample  the 
head  of  the  poor  into  the  dust  of  the 
earth.”  According  to  Jesus,  part  of  the 
Christian  mandate  is  to  “preach  good, 
news  to  the  poor”  (Luke  4:18).  Nothing  in 
the  scriptures,  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  or  Methodist  history  and 
doctrine,  will  give  any  support  for  the 
Nazi-like  program  which  Mr.  Smathers 
espouses.  In  my  opinion  his  “Improved 
Welfare  Plan”  demonstrates  beyond  any 
shadow  of  doubt  that  his  ignorance  of 
both  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
plight  of  poor  people  would  give  you  a 
rough  idea  of  infinity. 

Ronald  G.  Whitney 
Orange,  Massachusetts 

Alternate  welfare  plan 
applauded,  modified 

To  the  Editor: 

I  congratulate  M.  G.  “Bud”  Smathers 
on  his  “improved  welfare  plan” 
presented  in  “Here  I  Stand”  in  your 
October  8  issue. 

I  would  suggest  two  modifications : 

(1)  Reserve  sterilization  for  adults  who 
remain  on  any  welfare  program  more  than 
six  months.  Some  people  experience  a 
serious  emergency  and  get  back  on  their 
own  feet  after  a  little  temporary  help. 

(2)  A  wise  philosopher  once  said,  “A 
democracy  can  only  last  until  the  people 
learn  that  they  can  vote  themselves 
money  from  the  public  treasury.”  No  one 
receiving  any  kind  of  public  welfare 
should  be  allowed  to  vote  in  any  election 
while  receiving  welfare  or  for  one  year 
afterward.  Employees  of  welfare 
agencies  have  a  serious  conflict  of 
interest.  Promotions  depend  on 
increasing  the  number  of  employees  in 
the  agency.  These  employees  are  not 
interested  in  getting  people  off  welfare  or 
in  terminating  any  welfare  program.  The 
employee  of  all  agencies  administering 
welfare  programs  should  not  be 
permitted  to  vote  in  any  election. 

J.  R.  Tallentire  Sr. 

Delray  Beach,  Florida 

Christianity  gives  rise 
to  welfare  system 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  by  M.  G.  Smathers 
headlined  “  ‘Improved  Welfare  Plan’ 
offered  to  draw  a  realistic  perspective” 
(UMR,  Oct.  8).  As  a  Christian  I  found  the 
article  extremely  appalling,  disgusting, 
and  degrading  to  the  word  “Christianity.” 

It  is  apparent  that  Mr.  Smathers  has 
never  been  unfortunate  enough  to  be  so 
down  and  out  that  he  didn’t  know  where 
his  next  meal  was  coming  from  —  and  he 
has  not  experienced  the  blessing  of 
knowing  that  there  were  Christian  people 
who  cared  enough  to  set  up  a  welfare 
system  to  help  him  get  back  on  his  feet. 

I,  too,  am  fortunate  enough  to  have 
good,  wholesome  and  tasty  food  on  my 
table. 

I  feel  that  by  paying  into  the  welfare 


system,  we  are  doing  the  Christian  thing, 
and  are  helping  people  who  are  less 
fortunate  than  ourselves.  One  of  God’s 
commandments  is  "love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself”  (even  if  that  neighbor  happens 
to  be  “a  bum”). 

I  pray  that  the  word  “Christianity” 
won’t  become  so  scarce  that  Mr. 
Smathers  or  his  children  will  ever  have 
to  eat  a  tasteless  flour  for  their  meals  or 
be  sterilized  against  their  will  before 
they  can  even  receive  food.  I  would  also 
like  to  ask  Mr.  Smathers  to  further  his 
plan  in  his  own  name,  and  not  in  the 
name  of  Christianity. 

Gwen  Ketchum 
Salineville,  Ohio 

Mr.  Smather’s  6love 
and  concern’  cited 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  M.  G.  Bud  Smather’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  column  headlined 
“  ‘Improved  Welfare  Plan’  offered  to  draw 
a  realistic  perspective”  (UMR,  Oct.  8). 

Mr.  Smather’s  grasp  of  the  poor  is 
surpassed  only  by  his  Christian  love  and 
concern.  It’s  always  such  a  delight  when 
I  see  someone  so  obviously  dedicated  to 
the  Christian  ethic.  I’m  sure  the  folks  in 
Waco  are  proud  of  Bud.  It’s  guys  like  him 
who  make  a  person  proud. 

John  E.  Yocum 
Buckner,  Missouri 

Women  are  responsible 
for  warring  madness 

To  the  Editor: 

Like  a  good  many  other  people,  I  have 
kept  loosely  abreast  of  the  goings  on  in 
the  Mid-East,  but  was  simply  horrified 
over  the  recent  massacre  of  Palestinian 
refugees  in  West  Beirut  by  a  contingent 
of  Christian  militiamen.  The  hideousness 
of  the  dead  almost  defies  description.  All 
Christians  have  been  wounded  and 
blotted  by  such  wanton  savagery. 

So  often  it  is  felt  and  expressed  that 
women  and  children  are  the  innocent 
victims  of  war,  as  well  as  the  elderly  and 
infirm.  These  certainly  are  the  ones  left 
behind  with  broken  hearts  and  scarred 
memories.  However,  as  I  reflect  on  the 
wrenching  and  blistering  conditions  and 
effects  of  war  and  hatred,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  are 
comparatively  few  ‘innocent  victims’  of 
the  warring  madness  which  continues  to 
afflict  the  human  family  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 

It  has  been  said,  "there  was  never  a 
bigoted  adult  who  was  not  first  a  bigoted 
child.”  And  it  has  likewise  been  touted 
that  "the  hand  that  rocks  the  cradle  rules 
the  world.”  If  that  be  so,  then  women  the 
world  over  must  share  a  major 
responsibility  for  the  seething  meanness 
surging  through  the  human  family.  We 


women  might  not  be  firing  the  guns  or 
dropping  the  bombs  or  hurling  the 
venomous  epithets,  but  the  fruit  of  our 
wombs,  whom  we  rocked  in  the  cradle  and 
taught  at  our  knees  represents,  in  large 
measure,  the  harvest  of  the  seeds  we  sowed. 

Oh,  women  and  mothers,  teachers  and 
lovers,  weep  and  wail,  lament  loudly,  for 
a  day  of  judgment  has  come  upon  us. 

Marion  Childress-Usher 

Lockhart,  Texas 

Mr.  Wildmon’s  boycott 
affirmed,  UMCom  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Oct.  1  editorials  were  “right  on” 
with  regard  to  our  responsible  Christian 
behavior  and  "...  oneness  in  Christ 
despite  —  and  because  of  —  our  continu¬ 
ing  brokenness”  as  you  concluded.  You 
are  to  be  commended  for  providing  a 
strong  voice  about  the  recent  atrocities 
in  Lebanon. 

A  second  article  in  that  same  issue 
headlined  “Bible  study  to  launch  UM 
television  ministry”  calls  for  some 
strong  voice  to  be  raised  from  some¬ 
where.  By  whose  authority  was  United 
Methodism’s  first-ever  satellite 
television  ministry  launched  by  “up- 
linking  with  RCA  American  satellite, 
Satcom  III-R,  Transponder  18?”  Is  no 
one  in  authority  listening  to  small  voices 
such  as  the  Rev.  Don  Wildmon  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Decency?  In 
calling  Christians,  including  United 
Methodists,  to  boycott  all  RCA-related 
material  he  revealed  substantial 
statistics  showing  RCA  continues  to  be  a 
leader  in  support  of  pornography  with  its 
advertising  dollars,  (cf.  esp.  "Playboy” 
and  “Penthouse,”  etc.)  It  seems  we  can’t 
tell  church  players  from  world  players 
without  a  program  anymore. 

It  might  be  more  interesting  one  of 
these  Sunday  nights  to  see  Dr.  Ed 
Bauman’s  magnificent  Bible  study  or  Dr. 
Bob  Parrot’s  series  on  humor  followed  by 
the  RCA-sponsored  “Twilight  Theatre” 
(July  31,  1982)  —  including  the  skit 
entitled  "Women  who  have  made  it  with 
me.”  Would  it  not  be  most  appropriate, 
since  the  proverbial  left  hand  doesn’t 
seem  to  care  what  the  right  hand 
advocates!  And  versa  vice!  (no  sic!) 

Carlton  S.  Dyer 

Judson,  Texas 

God  gives  everyone 
means  to  grow,  improve 

To  the  Editor: 

Two  letters  in  the  Oct.  1  issue  of  the 
Reporter  deserve  high  praise  —  those  of 
Vic  Nichols  and  Abraham  Bassford.  We 
cannot  too  often  reiterate  and  then 
reiterate  again  that  all  persons  are 
children  of  God  —  every  last  one  of  us. 
God  has  created  us  all;  He  has  furnished 


Here  I  Stand 

Changes  envisioned  for 
strengthening  the  church  i 


By  BILLY  J.  COX 

This  June  past,  in  the  middle  of  my 
55th  year,  I  chalked  up  30  years  in  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Although  we  live  in  an  age  of  cynicism 
and  fault-finding  in  most  all  areas  of  life 
—  the  church  is  no  exception  —  the 
Christian  movement  and  United 
Methodism  have  "the  Very  most”  to  offer 
to  us  all.  When  permitted  to  do  so,  they 
can  help  to  give  the  deepest  meaning  to 
our  lives  and  it  is  around  such  meaning 
that  all  of  life  revolves.  Where  else  other 
than  to  the  church  can  we  go  and  still  be  - 
forgiven,  accepted,  loved  and  cared  for  no 
matter  what?  This  is  the  way  it  should  be. 

In  my  remaining  10  years  in  the 
ministry,  if  I  am  fortunate  enough  to  live 
that  long,  there  are  certain  things  that  I 
would  like  very  much  to  see 
accomplished  in  my  life  and  in  the  church. 

•  I  would  like  for  General  Conference 
to  establish  a  required  ongoing  “Class 
Meeting”  type  structure  in  the  United 
Methodism  for  clergy  persons  and  their 
spouses.  If  the  Class  Meeting  was  one  of 
the  keys  to  Methodism’s  birth,  perhaps  it 
will  also  provide  the  key  to  United 
Methodism’s  rebirth.  If  the  clergy 
leadership  of  the  church  can’t  “hack  it,” 
the  lay  leadership  probably  won’t  either. 

•  I  would  like  for  Annual  Conference  to 
hold  open  and  aggressive  elections  for 
lay  and  clergy  delegates  to  Jurisdictional 
and  General  Conferences.  It’s  high  time 
we  get  our  politics  out  in  the  open. 

•  I  would  like  for  General  Conference 
to  change  the  selection  of  District  Super¬ 
intendents  to  that  of  an  election 
procedure  by  an  Annual  Conference  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  presiding 
Bishop.  This  would  give  each  Annual 
Conference  a  feeling  of  ownership  in  its 
leadership  processes. 

•  I  would  like  to  see  a  bi-annual 
“Convocation  on  the  Church”  in  each 
Episcopal  Area.  Systematic  high  caliber 


heartless 

us  in  a  form  involving  constant  re¬ 
creation,  asking  of  us  different  approach¬ 
es  to  living  and  worship  as  He  gives  us 
greater  understanding  of  His  will  for  us. 

The  Creator  sees  to  it  that  His  people 
move  through  succeeding  cycles  of 
growing  understanding.  He  has  given  us 
the  means  to  see,  study,  and 
acknowledge  needs  for  Christian  living 
which  are  extensions  and  improvements 
on  those  He  gave  to  Abraham,  David, 
Jesus  (who  brought  the  concept  of 
perfect  love),  the  early  church  fathers, 
Aquinas,  Luther,  the  Wesleys,  and  yes, 
our  own  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley,  Jr. 

Let’s  thank  our  God  that  He  has 
created  us  to  grow  in  love  and 
compassion,  with  greater  understanding 
of  His  will  for  us  as  each  generation 
comes  to  life,  lives,  and  passes  on. 

Fred  E.  Methered 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Lay  witness 
missions  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

What  a  delightful  surprise  it  was  to 
read  Hettie  McGee  Barker’s  “My  Wit¬ 
ness”  in  the  Oct.  8  issue  of  the  Reporter. 
She  shared  her  feelings  about  a  Lay  Wit¬ 
ness  Mission  which  had  been  held  one 
weekend  at  her  rural  church. 

For  three  and  one  half  years  it  was  a 
high  in  my  life  to  be  a  lay  witness 
member  of  teams  visiting  churches  in 
several  states.  Our  goal  was  spiritual  re¬ 
newal.  The  weekends  were  always  re¬ 
warding.  New  friendships  were  formed,  old 
differences  were  dissolved,  sharing  groups 
resulted  and  truly  God  was  given  the  glory. 

At  this  writing,  my  home-church  is 
considering  having  a  Lay  Witness  Mis¬ 
sion.  This  will  be  a  dream  come  true  and 
answered  prayer.  The  slogan,  “God 
loves  you  and  I  love  you,”  added  to  many 
“Praise  the  Lord”  (always  spoken  sin¬ 
cerely)  created  many  miracles.  So  I  will 
close  by  saying:  "Thank  you  for  the 
thank-you,  Hettie  —  welcome  to  the  Lay 
Witness  for  Christ  corner!  ” 

Flo  H.  Restivo 

West  Friendship,  Maryland 


leadership  training  and  motivation  opportu¬ 
nities  for  clergy  and  lay  persons,  and  for  all 
age  groups,  are  a  must  if  the  church  is  to 
keep  abreast  of  our  changing  times. 

•  I  would  like  to  see  each  Annual- 
Conference  establish  a  uniform  salary 
system  for  clergy  similar  to  the  District- 
Superintendency.  Politicking  for  bigger  ' 
and  better  salaries  and  bigger  and  better 
churches  is  demoralizing  and  frequently 
jeopardizes  the  over-all  program  of  the  < 
local  church.  A  creative  spirit  of  ** 
evangelism  cannot  function  in  such  a  •*, 
stifling  competitive  environment. 

•  I  would  like  to  see  on  an  annual  basis- '' 
an  objective,  highly  professional  and 
skilled  evaluation  process  provided  for 
an  entire  local  church;  for  the  clergy  and 
lay  leadership  as  well  as  all  the- 
members,  active  and  inactive.  To  be  1 
truly  helpful,  an  evaluation  must  always 
include  all  the  parties  involved  in  a  ' 
mutual  ministry:  the  one  who  preaches,  - 
the  one  who  chairs  the  boards  and  1 
committees,  the  one  who  sits  in  the  pew 
as  well  as  the  one  who  for  various 
reasons  remains  at  home.  All  of  us  must  • 
be  held  accountable  for  the  effectiveness  ■ 
of  the  ministry  and  mission  of  the  local  • 
church  where  we  reside ! 

•  I  would  like  to  be  used  by  the  Lord  of  • 
my  life  and  the  church  in  the  way  He  • 
thinks  best.  Without  Him,  I  am  nothing  • 
and  have  nothing. 

These  limited  ideas  may  not  be  new  ^ 
and  revolutionary,  but  I  think  they  have 
merit.  If  systematically  put  into  practice 
over  a  period  of  years,  they  could  help  to 
free  our  denomination  to  become  what  it 
was  always  intended  to  be:  “Grateful  for  .• 
God’s  forgiving  love,  in  which  we  live  - 
and  by  which  we  are  judged,  and 
affirming  our  belief  in  the  inestimable 
worth  of  each  individual,  we  renew  our 
commitment  to  become  faithful  witnesses 
to  the  gospel,  not  alone  to  the  ends  of  the- 
earth,  but  also  to  the  depths  of  our  com-  ‘ 
mon  life  and  work.”  —  Preamble,  Social 
Creed,  the  Book  of  Discipline  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  h 
which  UMR  readers  may  express  their 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  , 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Billy  J.  Cox,  is 
pastor  of  the  Crescent  Hill  UMC  is  Louis -  ■ 
ville,  Kentucky  (Louisville  Annual  ■ 
Conference).  V'. 

My  Witness 

Modern  parable 
brings  Jesus’ 
words  to  life  os: 

By  PAULINE  WORKS  J'V"' *  • 

There  once  was  a  woman  who  lived  at  v 
Sunny  Shores  Retirement  Home  in  St. 
Petersburg  —  an  old  woman  perhaps,  as  . 
years  are  counted.  She  volunteered  to  - 
straighten  up  the  sanctuary  of  her  local 
church  each  Monday  morning.  This  task  . 
included  returning  hymnals  to  racks, 
putting  pencils  in  place  for  next  Sunday’s 
registration  and  picking  up  used 
bulletins  left  in  the  pews. 

One  Monday  morning  when  her;, 
accustomed  transportation  to  the  church  * 
was  not  available,  she  did  not  excuse  • 
herself  for  not  carrying  out  these 
seemingly  insignificant  tasks.  Her  first  • 
thought  was  to  walk  to  church,  a  fair  - 
distance.  But,  when  the  physical  realities' 
told  her  that  was  unwise,  she  decided  to  < 
call  a  taxicab.  Before  she  did  that, 
however,  she  called  a  friend  to  explain 
the  situation  and  after  long  persuasion 
the  friend  convinced  her  to  allow  her  to  . 
drive  her  to  the  church  to  complete  her 
regular  Monday  morning  duties. 

I  can  almost  hear  the  Master  say> 
“Never  such  faithfulness  in  United^ 
Methodism.  Go  and  do  likewise,  for  he 
who  is  faithful  in  little  things  will  be 
faithful  in  much,  for  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  God.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may  share  meaningful 
experiences  of  the  Christian  life.  This  •• 
week's  contributor,  Pauline  Works,  is  a  - 
member  of  Lakewood  United  Methodist  ■ 
Church  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida  - 
(Florida  Conference). 


NINE  DAYS  IN  ISRAEL 

$1098  from  Now  York 
(weekly  departures  In  Jan. /Fob.) 

"JESUS,  HIS  LIFE,  HIS  TIME,  HIS  LAND"* 

FIFTEEN  DAYS  BELGIUM/HOLLAND/GERMANY/FRANCE 

$1178  from  Now  York 
(wookly  departures  July /Aug.) 

"RECLAIMING  THE  SACRED"* 

NINTH  ANNUAL  EDUCATIONAL  CONVENTIONS 
Sponsored  by  EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITIES 
♦Prominent  lecturers  featured 
Other  departure  cities  available  at  slightly  higher  prices. 


Write  for  Free  Brochure  and  Details  to: 
EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITIES,  INC. 
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Plan  would  use  missi  oners 
more  on  ‘home  assignment’ 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Several  new  concepts 
of  missionary  service  are  being  proposed 
for  consideration  by  United  Methodist 
missionaries,  overseas  churches  and 
other  agencies  related  to  the 
denomination’s  mission  board. 

“Home  assignment”  is  one  new 
concept  put  forth  in  a  “working  paper” 
by  the  Missionary  Service  Committee 
which  is  involved  in  a  two-year  review 
process. 

“The  concept  of  furlough,  for  most 
missionaries,  should  give  way  to  a 
concept  of  home  assignment,”  the  paper 
suggests. 

“During  the  home  assignment  portion 
of  a  term,  the  missionary  would  not  only 
interpret  the  mission  of  the  church  in  the 
country  of  service  outside  the  U.S.,  but 
would  also  draw  on  the  international 
experience  as  a  resource  for  speaking  to 
issues,  attitudes  and  perspectives 
affecting  the  U.S.  church  and  nation." 

One  attitude  that  the  committee  would 
like  to  see  addressed  is  “the  perceived 
expectation  of  church  members  in  the 
United  States  that  they  are  in  mission 
through  their  missionaries.  .  .  The 
reality  for  the  UMC  is  that  we  are  in 
partnership  in  mission  with  colleague 
churches  in  host  countries.” 


The  home  assignment  would  be  to 
some  specific  community,  the  working 
paper  proposes,  such  as  an  annual 
conference,  a  seminary  or  an  ecumenical 
action  program. 

Another  new  concept  is  the  “mission 
covenant  corps"  which  would  utilize 
persons  in  the  U.S.  who  have  had  some 
experience  or  exposure  to  living  and 
working  in  another  culture.  These  might 
be  former  missionaries,  university  or 
government  personnel,  development 
consultants,  business  persons  or  retired 
missionaries. 

The  “corps”  would  keep  informed  on 
the  mission  of  the  church  and  current 
issues  and  help  interpret  in  local 
churches,  join  in  action  on  international 
justice  issues  and  be  kept  informed  of 
special  assignments  into  which  they 
might  move  quickly  with  their  skills  and 
understanding. 

Ruth  Daughterty,  who  heads  the 
missionary  service  study,  said  a  “more 
flexible  and  equitable"  system  of  salary 
support  in  the  draft  document  had 
received  considerable  comment  when 
circulated  to  colleague  churches  and 
missionaries. 

The  recommendation  is  that  the 
missionary’s  salary  be  negotiated 
between  the  receiving  community,  the 
missionary  and  the  World  Division  and 


that  the  salary  be  “commensurate  with 
the  community  in  which  they  serve.” 

The  missionary’s  salary  would  have 
two  elements.  The  “place  of 
assignments”  portion  would  be  for  living 
costs  in  the  country  of  service.  This 
would  vary  from  country  to  country.  The 
"U.S.  element,”  equal  for  each 
missionary,  would  provide  for  personal 
obligations  outside  the  country  of 
service,  such  as  insurance,  savings, 
college  education,  etc. 

In  addition  to  the  “U.S.  element”  the 
World  Division  would  be  responsible  to 
pay  for  medical  and  life  insurance,  social 
security  and  pension,  assistance  for 
personal  and  professional  development; 
home  assignment  salary  and  travel 
between  the  U.S.  and  the  country  of 
assignment. 

Receiving  churches  and  agencies  are 
not  obligated  to  pay  a  part  of  the  "place 
of  assignment”  portion  but  are  “invited 
to  consider  participating.”  Ms. 
Daughterty  said  some  churches  already 
share  in  the  costs. 

Another  study  group,  the  Committee 
on  Personnel  in  Mission,  found  that  while 
the  World  Division  will  spend  $10.8 
million  in  1983  for  mission  personnel  but 
of  its  $16.8  million  budget,  there  are  still 
39  “high  priority  positions  for  which 
funding  is  not  available.” 


Global  Ministries  chief 
says  critics  undermine 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK/-  The  United  Methodist 
missions  chief  blasted  critics  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  “as 
doing  more  to  undermine  the  receptivity 
of  the  call  of  Christ  through  the  board” 
within  the  United  States  "than  any  force 
outside  of  the  church  might  be  able  to 
do.” 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  in  his 
annual  report  to  the  157  directors  of  the 
agency  added  that  United  Methodists 
who  channel  their  missionary  support 
through  other  missionary  agents  “have 
chosen  deliberately  to  destroy  or  attempt 
to  (destroy)  the  strong  and  ecumenical 
outreach  of  our  missionary  work.” 

Saying  that  missionary  progress  has 
always  been  defined  in  terms  of 
“territorial  progress.  .  .  from  land  to 
land”  and  of  “spiritual  progress.  .  .  the 
power  to  transform  minds  and  hearts 
and  society,”  Dr.  Nugqnt'  reiterated  a 
long  standing  board  position  that 
territorial  progress  is  limited  today  by 
the  requests  of  the  specific  established 
churches  and  ’dhflual  conferences  with 
which  the  board  is  related. 

He  said  that  United  Methodists  have 
yet  to  fully  accept  the  fact  that  mission  is 
with  independent  nations  and 
autonomous  churches.  “The  board  must 
work  with  those  churches  and  annual 
conferences.  The  board  can  only  send 
those  special  missionaries  whom  they 
request  and  approve. 

Dr.  Nugent  said  perhaps  this  “shift”  is 
the  cause  of  criticism  and  misunder¬ 
standing  about  the  missionary  outreach 
of  the  board. 

The  mission  executive  decried  also  the 
decline  of  a  theological  perspective  on 
mission  among  United  Methodists  and 
the  lack  of  necessary  scholarship  on 
mission  in  the  schools  of  theology. 

He  called  on  board  members  to 
“become  better  students,”  saying  that 
“our  basic  problem  is  our  lack  of 
theological  foundation  for  serious 
involvement  in  the  world  where  both  rich 


and  poor  need  salvation.’ 

He  added,  “Not  only  have  we  been 
helplessly  dumb  when  reckless  and 
antagonistic  persons  lash  out  at  us  by 
calling  the  church  ‘Marxist  sym¬ 
pathizers,’  but  we  have  lacked  the  solid 
knowledge  for  a  convincing  rebuttal  of 
their  false  charges.” 

Saying  that  “spiritual  progress"  in 
mission  has  always  had  to  do  with  the 
power  to  transform  minds  and  hearts 
and  society,  Dr.  Nugent  said  today  this 
must  reach  into  the  economic  arena. 

He  called  for  a  "new  form  of 
missionary  outreach”  to  the  rich,  who 
are  at  the  levers  of  economic  and  social 
affairs  and  who  make  inordinate  de¬ 
mands  upon  limited  world  resources. 

But  also  we  must  hold  out  hope  to 
those  “without  hope,  alone,  battered  by 
war,  joblessness  and  purposelessness.” 


The  mission  chief  proposed  that : 

•  the  bishops  and  the  seminaries  join 
with  the  board  in  carrying  out  a  church¬ 
wide  study  of  “The  Parables  of  Jesus 
and  Economic  Life,” 

•  board  members  study  Norman 
Perrin’s  “Rediscovering  the  Teachings 
of  Jesus”  during  1983, 

•  the  board  engage  in  an  interaction 
study  of  capitalism,  Marxism  and  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and 

•'  the  board  authorize  its  president, 
Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  to  express  to 
congressional  leaders  its  concern  that 
churches  cannot  provide  all  the  neces¬ 
sary  child-care  facilities,  and  that  such 
facilities  are  the  responsibility  of  fed¬ 
eral,  state  and  local  governments. 

A  special  task  force  is  to  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  plan  to  implement  the 
general  secretary’s  proposals. 


Missionaries  commissioned  by  four  bishops 

NEW  YORK  —  Ten  United  Methodist  missionaries  were  commissioned  here  last 
week  at  Metropolitan  Duane  UMC  by  four  bishops:  Jesse  R.  DeWitt  of  Chicago, 
president  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries;  Emerito  Nacpil  of 
Manila,  Philippines;  Emilio  de  Carvalho  of  Luanda,  Angola;  and  Roy  C.  Nichols, 
New  York,  president  of  the  World  Division. 

Another  106  persons  have  been  accepted  and  assigned  during  this  year  in  various 
capacities  worldwide. 

_ JOHN ( . GOODWIN  PHOTO 
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UM  agency 
reaffirms 
boycott  stand 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  -  The  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  here 
reaffirmed  its  commitment  to  continuing 
the  boycott  of  Nestle  Corporation 
products  here  last  Friday. 

In  an  “update”  directors  were  told  that 
the  Nestle  Corp.  in  an  Oct.  14  press 
conference  with  the  Infant  Formula 
Audit  Commission  had  made  “additional 
pledges  that  raise  hopes  for  a  responsible 
settlement.”  The  report  said  “Nestle  has 
'  made  important  concessions.” 

However,  “problem  areas  continue,” 
according  to  Peggy  Halsey,  the  board’s 
staff  representative  on  the  International 
Nestle  Boycott  Committee.  The 
committee,  she  said,  “is  the  group  that 
represents  us.” 

Ms.  Halsey  also  called  for  the  board  to 
stand  by  their  ecumenical  commitments, 
to  the  other  denominations  who  have 
joined  the  boycott. 

Three  conditions  were  cited  as  being 
"what  it  would  take  to  end  the  boycott" 
to  the  committee’s  satisfaction : 

•  Nestle’s  formal  acceptance  that  it 
will  follow  the  World  Health  Organiza¬ 
tion’s  code  “strictly,  applicable  univer¬ 
sally  and  immediately.” 

Nestle,  the  report  alleges,  is  "evading 
responsibility”  for  implementing  the 
code  in  developed  countries. 

However,  the  infant  formula  issue  has 
been  focused  primarily  on  its  negative 
use  in  developing  countries  where 
excessive  costs,  impure  water  supplies 
and  illiteracy  have  led  to  infant 
malnutrition  and  death. 

•  Meetings  between  senior  Nestle 
executives  and  the  international  boycott 
committee  in  order  to  agree  upon  a 
‘  “compliance  program :  ’  ’ 

•  A  process  for  monitoring  and 
sanctions  agreed  upon  by  both  Nestle  and 
the  boycott  committee. 

Late  in  September  United  Methodist’s 
General  Conference-authorized  Infant 
Formula  Task  Force  recommended 
against  the  denomination  joining  the 
boycott  “at  this  time.”  It  also  suggested 
that  agencies  and  some  30  annual 
conferences  in  the  boycott  seriously 
consider  why  they  should  continue  the 
boycott  action  in  light  of  what  the  task 
force  views  as  Nestle’s  good  faith 
compliance. 

The  task  force’s  recommendations  will 
be  before  its  parent  agency,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  this  week. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 


Agency  reaffirms!  support  in  Carthan  case 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK  —  Wider  support  will  be 
sought  among  United  Methodists  to 
insure  a  fair  trial  for  a  controversial 
black,  ex-mayor  of  Tchula,  Miss., 
described  here  by  the  UMC’s  mission 
policy  directors  as  a  “symbol”  of  the 
larger  national  issues  of  racism  and 
political  repression. 

Eddie  James  Carthan,  meanwhile, 
went  on  trial  last  week  in  Lexington, 
Miss.,  on  charges  of  conspiracy,  armed 
robbery  and  capital  murder. 

A  five-part  resolution  on  the  specific 
case  of  Eddie  Carthan  was  just  one  part 
of  a  series  of  actions  here  as  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
reviewed  its  financial  and  staff 
involvement  with  Mr.  Carthan  and  the 
United  League  of  Holmes  County  which 
has  led  to  a  series  of  official  general 
church  investigations. 

In  the  strongest  official  action  to  be 
taken  by  a  UM  agency,  the  mission  board 


^oted  to  send  a  letter  to  Governor  Winter 
of  Mississippi  requesting  a  pardon  for 
Mr.  Carthan  and  six  others  (the  “Tchula 
7”)  convicted  in  another  case  of  assaulting 
a  police  officer.  The  state  Supreme  Court 
upheld  that  conviction  in  August. 

The  board  also  called  on  the  Senate  Judi¬ 
ciary  Committee  for  a  congressional  inves¬ 
tigation  of  the  events  surrounding  the  pros¬ 
ecution  of  Mr.  Carthan  and  the  “Tchula  7.” 

The  “Tchula  7”  is  not  involved  in  the 
murder  trial  now  in  progress  nor  in  the 
federal  case  in  which  Mr.  Carthan  has 
been  convicted  of  defrauding  the  U.S. 
government. 

The  United  League  of  Holmes  County 
has  been  the  main  local  advocacy  group 
for  Mr.  Carthan. 

Board  action  here  included  discussion 
of  the  appropriateness  of  the  National 
Division's  involvement  and  the 
expediting  of  a  committee  to  clarify  the 
division’s  relationships  to  more  than  35 
different  “advisory  groups." 


\  Such  an  advisory  group  directs  the 
United  Methodist  Voluntary  Service 
(UMVS)  which  is  administratively 
located  in  the  National  Division.  UMVS  is 
funded  largely  by  Human  Relations  Day  of¬ 
ferings  contributed  by  United  Methodists. 

“The  advisory  board  for  the  Voluntary 
Service  made  the  decision  that  the 
United  League  of  Holmes  County  would 
become  part  of  the  20  or  more  UMVS 
member  network,  according  to  the 
division  chief,  the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux. 
Through  UMVS  the  League  was  granted 
$10,000,  through  a  staff  allocation 
process,  out  of  Human  Relations  Day 
funds  left  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  said. 

“We  had  one  director  from  our  unit  on 
that  advisory  board  (Rev.  James 
Lawson  of  Los  Angeles),”  said  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Evans  II  of  Memphis,  who  is 
president  of  the  Mission  Leadership  unit 
which  oversees  UMVS.  “We  need  more 
intentional  representation.  ” 

(One  other  director.  Josephine  Price,  a 


Review  team  cites  agency  ‘consulting’  flaws 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON  —  “Consultation”  related  to 
the  Eddie  James  Carthan  episode  —  by 
United  Methodist’s  missions  agency 
with  Mississippi  church  leaders  — 
appears  to  have  failed  to  meet  specific 
provisions  of  church  law,  according  to 
an  investigating  team  from  the 
denomination’s  evaluation  agency. 


But  disagreement  within  the  church 
about  definitions  of  certain  words  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline’s  "consultation 
paragraph”  confuse  the  issue,  the  team’s 
report  indicates. 

The  team  represents  the  UMC’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries  which  has 
the  responsibility  of  reviewing  the 
performance  of  the  denomination’s 
general  agencies. 


The  team’s  report  observes  that  the  con¬ 
troversy  over  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  actions  in  Mississippi  demon¬ 
strates  the  need  for  a  much  more  “formal 
and  regularized"  consultation  procedure. 

It  recommends  that  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  develop  a  definition 
of  “consultation”  as  it  relates  to  pro¬ 
grams,  projects  and  special  activities  of 
general  agencies  in  annual  conferences. 


Now  all  four  age  levels 
can  study  sexuality  in 
light  of  Christian  per¬ 
spective.  All  studies  af¬ 
firm  sexuality  as  a 
good  gift  from  God  and 
focus  on  the  role  of 
faith  in  understanding  it. 


Sexuality  Studies 
foiLAll  Ages 


Affirming 
Sexuality 
In  Christian 
Adulthood 


Affirming  Sexuality  In 
Christian  Adulthood.  New 
study  for  adults  investigat¬ 
ing  their  relationships  with 
others  and  with  God. 
Order  No.  6234.  Student 
Book  $1  .95 
Order  No.  6245.  Leader's 
Guide.  $3.95 


Sex  and  Sexuality:  A 
Christian  Understanding. 
New  resource  for  junior 
highs  that  involves  parents 
in  some  sessions. 

Order  No.  4587.  Student 
Book.  *1.75 
Order  No.  4598.  Leader's 
Guide.  $1 .95 


Journeys:  A  Christian  Ap¬ 
proach.  Study  for  senior 
highs,  emphasizing  sexuali¬ 
ty  as  a  dimension  that 
continues  throughout  life. 
Order  No.  4782.  Student 
Book  $1.50 
Order  No.  4793.  Leader's 
Guide.  $1.50 


God  Made  Us:  About  Sex 
and  Growing  Up.  Biologi¬ 
cal  facts  and  Christian  per¬ 
spective  for  older  elemen¬ 
tary  children. 

Order  No.  5183.  Student 
Book.  $1.10 
Order  No.  5194.  Leader's 
Guide.  $4.95 


Prices  subject  to  change.  Trans¬ 
portation  extra.  Add  sales  (ax  If 
applicable. 


NOTE:  All  four  sexuality  studies  have  been  adopted  as  a  result  of  the  resolution  of  the  1976 
General  Conference. 
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Cokesbuiy 


That  definition  probably  should  be 
considered  for  addition  to  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  it  states. 

The  report  also  recommends  that  all 
general  agencies  determine  the 
procedures  they  should  follow  to  carry 
out  consultation  and  then  communicate 
that  to  all  bishops  and  annual  conference 
councils  on  ministries. 

The  “consultation  paragraph’’ 
requires  that  an  agency  consult  with  the 
bishop  and  the  council  on  ministries  of 
the  annual  conference  in  which  money  is 
to  be  spent. 

Global  Ministries  officials  at  a  formal 
hearing  in  August  denied  they  violated 
the  paragraph  although  admitting  they 
had  done  an  “inadequate"  job.  The  North 
Mississippi  Annual  Conference  called  for  the 
hearing  to  determine  if  a  violation  did  occur. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
investigating  team  determined  that 
Global  Ministries  conducted  no 
consultation  with  the  director  of  the 
North  Mississippi  Council  on  Ministries 
or  that  body. 

It  noted  that  “conversation”  took  place 
with  the  bishop,  referring  to  an 
impromptu  meeting  that  occurred  two 
months  after  the  grant  had  been  made. 
However,  the  bishop  received  no 
correspondence  prior  to  the  grant 
informing  him  that  Global  Ministries 
was  considering  underwriting  the  project 
related  to  the  Eddie  James  Carthan 
episode,  the  team  stated. 

A  Global  Ministries  staff  person  did 
mention  the  possibility  of  funding  to  a 
district  superintendent  in  the  annual 
conference,  the  report  stated. 

“Clearly,  the  bishop  and  the  annual 
conference  personnel  need  to  know  what 
is  being  done  in  their  annual  conference 
with  United  Methodist  money  and  with 
the  United  Methodist  name  used  in 
support  of  a  project,"  the  investigating 
team  wrote. 


member  of  the  Women's  Division,  is  also  on 
the  12-member  UMVS  "advisory  board  ”) 

Committees  to  study  and  prepare 
recommendations  on  how  the  division 
can  more  carefully  relate  to  these 
advisory  groups  and  control  financial 
arrangements  if  being  “expedited,” 
according  to  Ann  Pfisterer,  National 
division  president  of  Henderson,  Ky. 

“We  have  already  identified  35 
different  groups  related  to  different 
aspects  of  the  division’s  work,”  said  the 
Rev.  Lloyd  Wright  of  Evansville,  Ind., 
who  heads  this  study  of  advisory  groups. 
He  expects  to  find  more  and  asked 
directors  here  to  help  locate  them. 
“Some  are  known  only  through  oral  tradi¬ 
tion— or  even  exist  only  in  people’s  heads.” 

He  expects  his  group  —  which  already 
has  a  “working  draft”  to  bring 
recommendations  which  will  define  the 
relationships  and  the  accountability  of 
these  advisory  groups  to  the  division  by 
the  spring  board  meeting. 

"These  groups  have  kept  the  division 
on  the  creative  fringe,”  he  said,  “and  our 
intention  is  not  to  hamper  their  work.  ’’ 

Josephine  Price  said,  "UMVS  has  been 
a  good  operation  with  a  low  profile.  ”  She 
told  the  Reporter,  “It  really  is  dealing 
with  the  guts  of  our  mission  —  in  social 
justice,  community  organizing  and 
economic  empowerment.” 

The  purpose  of  UMVS,  which  receives 
approximately  $250,000  each  year  from 
the  Human  Relations  Day  offering,  is  to 
provide  support  mechanisms  to  projects 
and  coalitions  which  “foster  economic, 
political  and  cultural  self-determination 
among  ethnic  minorities  and  the  poor.” 

Mississippi  ns  —  blacks  and  whites  — 
are  divided  about  whether  Mr.  Carthan 
deserves  the  punishment  meted  to  him  or 
if  he  is  being  unjustly  harrassed  in  an  effort 
to  keep  blacks  from  holding  public  office. 

Global  Ministries  directors  took  the 
latter  position,  claiming  that  the  case  of 
Mr.  Carthan  is  “symbolic"  of  larger 
issues  of  racism  and  political  repression. 

Statements  to  that  effect  by  staff 
members  last  spring  ignited  a  firestorm 
of  protests,  primarily  from  white 
Mississippi  United  Methodists.  As  a 
result,  a  National  Division  special 
committee  of  directors  was  appointed  to 
meet  with  a  Mississippi  committee.  The 
division  committee’s  findings  and 
recommendations  were  received  here 
and  adopted.  Among  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  is  a  decision  to  maintain  and 
approved  UMVS  project,  it  could  continue 
to  receive  funds  in  the  opinion  of  the  Rev. 
John  Jordan,  executive  of  the  Mission  Lead¬ 
ership  Unit  in  which  UMVS  is  located. 

At  no  point  here  was  there  specific 
discussion  of  the  division’s  “tactfully 
withdrawing”  the  UMVS  connection  with 
the  United  League  of  Holmes  County,  an 
action  recommended  by  the  Mississippi 
committee.  The  financial  commitment  to 
the  League  was  supported  as  an 
illustration  of  the  principle  of  supporting 
justice  ministries. 


As  Jong  as  the  United  League  is  an 
approved  UMVS  project,  it  could 
continue  to  receive  funds  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Rev.  John  Jordan,  executive  of  the 
Mission  Leadership  Unit  in  which  UMVS 
is  located. 

“The  National  Division  is  there  in 
support  of  an  authentic,  indigenous 
ministry  in  Holmes  Country,”  said  Mr. 
Bideaux.  “The  project  met  our  criteria.” 

Directors  strongly  affirmed  the 
National  Division’s  presence  in 
Mississippi  in  spite  of  local  opposition. 
“Truth  is  not  determined  by  a  majority 
opinion,”  they  said.  "We  encourage  the 
National  Division  to  its  fidelity  to  the 
principle  of  human  development  and 
justice  in  every  quarter  even  when  that 
denies  a  dominant  point  of  view.” 

The  special  committee  also 
recommended  that  when  division  staff 
members  are  in  a  local  area  working  on 
program  concerns,  that  "they  should 
take  initiative  to  establish  dialogue  with 
local  UMC  lay  and  clergy  persons,  thus 
serving  an  information  coordination  and 
relationship  responsibility. 

The  committee  recommended  more 
intentional  efforts  be  made  by  staff 
persons  to  interpret  the  division’s 
purpose  and  program  to  conference 
boards  and  councils  on  ministries  and 
especially  to  make  clear  when  they  are 
speaking  officially  for  the  division  and 
when  they  are  giving  their  own  opinion. 

Having  decided  the  division’s 
involvement  was  appropriate  and 
proper,  the  directors  went  on  to,  in  their 
words,  “strengthen  their  commitment  to 
justice  ministries”  by  adopting  two 
resolutions,  one  general  and  one  specific 
to  the  Carthan  case. 

Mr.  Jordan  said  "these  resolutions 
represent  how  we  see  the  situation  and 
they  are  fully  consistent  with  the  special 
committee’s  report  ’  ’ 

The  first  is  a  broad  resolution 
“reaffirming”  the  board’s  commitment 
to  equal  justice  for  all  in  society  and  calls 
on  all  UMs  to  “support  appropriate 
justice  ministries.” 

The  resolution  suggests  that  “civil 
rights  are  in  serious  jeopardy”  as  33 
state  Civil  Rights  Commissions  have 
issued  reports  indicting  the  federal 
government  for  failing  to  enforce  the 
civil  rights  of  citizens. 

Predicting  that  violence  and  conflict 
will  increase,  UMs  are  urged  to  support 
two  new  Advance  ("second-mile 
giving”)  funds  to  start  programs  of 
"Civil  Rights  Crisis  Intervention” 
($100,000)  and  “Community  Economic 
Crisis  Response  ($100,000). 

Further,  the  board  resolves  to 
“respond  to  special  cases  of  victims  of 
injustice  or  possible  violation  of  civil 
rights,  with  contributions  to  funds  for 
legal  defense,  and  with  appropriate 
education  and  advocacy  work .” 

It  also  pledges  to  implement  the 
Charter  of  Racial  Justice  Policies 
approved  by  the  1980  General 
Conference. 

-SHARON  MIELKE 
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UM  general  boards  moved  in  many  directions  this  fall 


The  "Eye  of  God”  window  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  Center  at  the  United  Nations  looks  directly  at  the  UN  across  the 
street. 

Women’s  unit  buys  center  at  UN 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
has  found  that  it  has  no  prospects  for 
being  able  to  meet  mortgage 
payments  on  its  Church  Center  at  the 
United  Nations. 

But  the  13  floors  of  offices  will  stay 
in  the  United  Methodist  family  at 
least  for  the  time  being  because  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  agreed  last 
week  to  buy  the  building. 

The  Women’s  Division  is  cancelling 
around  $3.5  million  in  secondary 
mortgages  it  has  made  to  Church  and 
Society  through  the  years  so  it  could 
finish  building  the  structure.  In 
addition,  the  Women’s  Division  will 
give  around  $2  million  to  Church  and 
Society  for  its  equity  in  the  building. 

Since  its  construction  in  1963  direct¬ 
ly  across  the  street  from  the  United 
Nations,  the  center  with  its  widely- 
used  chapel  has  been  a  visible  sign  of 


interest  by  United  Methodists  in  inter¬ 
national  peace  and  justice  issues. 

Church  and  Society  and  the 
Women’s  Division  (both  with  primary 
headquarters  elsewhere)  jointly  have 
operated  a  program  in  the  building. 
That  will  continue.  Included  are 
seminar  which  have  been  attended  by 
more  than  25,000  persons  during  the 
last  eight  years.  Most  of  the  building 
is  leased  to  other  non-profit 
organizations,  many  of  which  have 
religious  affiliations. 

Charles  D.  Redmond,  chairman  of 
Church  and  Society’s  Board  of 
Trustees,  said  the  vision  of  leaders  to 
purchase  the  extraordinary  church 
center  site  blurred  when  it  came  to 
estimating  the  full  costs.  The 
Women’s  Division  continually  has 
saved  Church  and  Society  from  losing 
the  building,  he  said. 

Because  of  New  York  City  rules 
about  how  much  non-profit 
organizations  can  charge  tenants,  he 


said,  Church  and  Society  had  little 
chance  to  pay  off  the  Women’s 
Division  loans. 

The  building  recently  was  assessed 
as  having  a  value  of  $6.2  million  for  a 
non-profit  group.  Its  value  to  another 
entity  such  as  an  oil  corporation  is 
several  times  that.  Church  and 
Society  directors  were  told  earlier 
this  month. 

The  final  sale  agreement  stipulates 
that  the  Women’s  Division  will  give 
the  denomination’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  $1 
million  if  it  should  sell  the  building  to 
an  entity  outside  the  church. 

Theressa  Hoover,  chief  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  which  now  will 
operate  the  building,  commented  at 
the  division’s  meeting  that  her  organi¬ 
zation  was  the  only  part  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  that  had  enough  money, 
interest  and  program  to  save  the 
center  for  the  church’s  use. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
EDITORS  NOTE:  Representatives 
from  your  annual  conference  have  just 
finished  working  with  representatives 
from  every  other  annual  conference  to 
set  policy  for  the  next  several  months  for 
United  Methodism’s  four  program 
agencies. 

Those  agencies  run  the  denomination’s 
national  program  and  get  most  of  the 
money  that  your  congregation 
contributes  to  the  World  Service  fund  for 
general  church  ministries. 

Some  of  the  agencies’  actions  have 
made  the-  headlines  during  the  past 
month  (see  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Many  other  actions  taken  by  the 
boards  that  govern  the  agencies  may 
affect  some  part  of  United  Methodism  as 
you  know  it. 

Following  are  summaries  of  many 
such  actions  filled  by  the  Reporter  staff 
members  —  Sharon  Mielke.  Garlinda 
Burton.  John  Lovelace  and  Roy  Howard 
Beck  —  who  covered  the  meetings: 

UMCOR  chief  announces 
plan  to  retire  in  ’84 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  search 
committee  has  been  formed  to  choose  a 
successor  to  Dr.  J.  Harry  Haines, 
executive  director  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  and 
an  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Dr.  Haines,  who  calls  himself  “the 
oldest  surviving  executive  in  the  board,” 
recently  announced  he  will  retire  at  the 
end  of  the  current  quadrennium  in  1984. 
He  has  occupied  the  post  for  16  years. 

The  14-member  committee,  drawn 
mostly  from  the  agency’s  present 
personnel  committee,  will  meet  in  New 
York  Dec.  14  to  establish  guidelines  for 
selecting  a  successor,  according  to 
Owsley  Spiller,  personnel  committee 
chairperson. 

Dr.  Haines  said  he  is  not  ruling  out  the 
possibility  of  working  for  the  church  in 
’’some  other  capacity”  but  has  not  made 
concrete  plans. 

Connected  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  the  past  38  years,  the  New 
Zealand-bom  executive  has  a  Ph.D.  in 
Chinese  studies  from  Princeton 
University  and  served  21  years  as  a 
missionary  in  China,  Malaysia  and 
Switzerland.  He  was  educated  in  his 
native  country,  Australia  and  England. 

Social  action  arm 
joins  three  coalitions 

WASHINGTON  -  In  order  to  further 
its  work  on  vital  societal  issues.  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  this  month  joined  three  more 
coalitions : 

•  Energy  Conservation  Coalition.  The 
coalition  of  some  15  national  groups 
primarily  advocates  legislative  actions 
that  would  encourage  energy 
conservation  and  development  of 


renewable  energy  sources.  Among  its 
major  proposals  are  some  which  would 
insure  adequate  financial  resources  for 
low-income  families  to  make  cost- 
effective  energy-saving  investments  and 
which  would  provide  “sufficient”  funds 
for  research  and  development  in 
conservation  areas. 

•  National  Indian  Youth  Council  Inc. 
Members  of  this  group  pledge  to 
“educate  members  of  our  organization 
on  the  issues  of  American  Indian 
religious  freedom”  and  to  “educate 
public  officials  as  to  the  necessity  of 
protecting  traditional  Indian  religions 
and  sacred  sites  through  additional 
legislation  and  administrative  actions.” 

•  Religious  Network  for  Equality  for 
Women.  This  consists  mainly  of  groups 
which  worked  together  for  the  passage  of 
the  Equal  Rights  Amendment.  They  plan 
to  continue  the  push  for  equality  through 
education  and  advocacy  on  local,  state 
and  national  levels. 

Proposals  for  quadrennial 
emphasis  presented 
NASHVILLE  —  The  Division  of  Higher 
Education  continues  to  lead  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
in  strategizing  for  a  1985-88  quadrennial 
emphasis  on  higher  education. 

Proposals  include  a  series  of  five  or  six 
books  aimed  at  general  readers  on  such 
subjects  as  United  Methodism’s  historic 
black  colleges  and  “heroes  in  higher 
education,"  convocations  at  both 
jurisdictional  conference  and  general 
church  levels,  and  a  major  new  loan 
program  for  United  Methodist  higher 
education  students.  Final  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  a  four-year  emphasis  are  ex¬ 
pected  at  the  board’s  October  1983 
meeting. 

Mission  arm  terminates 
self-avowed  homosexuals 

NEW  YORK  -  Two  self-avowed 
homosexuals,  one  a  United  Methodist 
deaconess  and  the  other  an  ordained 
minister  commissioned  a  home 
missionary,  were  terminated  from  these 
relationships  here  last  week  by  the 
National  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Joan  Clark,  who  in  1979  was  fired  from 
the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Division,  was  terminated  as  a 
deaconness  after  being  on  leave  of 
absence  for  the  permissible  three-year 
period.  While  she  is  employed  at  the 
Ecumenical  Women’s  Center  in  Chicago, 
she  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  an 
appointment  to  this  position.  The 
National  Division  refused  last  October  to 
confirm  this  appointment  because  “she 
is  deemed  unsuitable  as  a  deaconess 
because  of  her  sexual  orientation,”  said 
Bishop  Roy  Clark,  head  of  the  Deaconess 
and  Home  Missionary  Committee. 

The  Rev.  Morris  Floyd,  a  home 
missionary  who  has  declared  his 
homosexual  orientation,  was  also 
terminated  for  “personal  reasons,” 
according  to  the  division’s  report. 


Sharpen  the 
skills  of  your 

Bible  study 

%/ 

teachers  with.. 


Church  Bible  Study 
Handbook 


Robin  Maas.  With  the  help  of 
this  exciting  new  handbook, 
ministers  and  other  church  leaders 
can  help  develop  truly  effective 
Bible  teachers.  Robin  Maas  makes 
this  possible  by  developing  a  totally 
different  Bible  study  experience— 
the  dialogue  model.  In  it,  the  Bible 
has  the  first  word,  the  faith  com¬ 
munity  listens  and  responds,  and 
the  Spirit  has  the  last  word. 

Ms.  Maas  utilizes  a  wide  range 
of  available  resources  in  addition 
to  recommending  the  lectionary  for 
both  preaching  and  clergy-lay 
study.  Examples  of  an  exegetical 
study  process  are  provided,  along 
with  techniques  for  disciplined 
discussion.  $9.95,  paper 


Order  from  your  local  bookstore  or 

Abingdon 

201  Eighth  Ave  Sc  Box  90V  NeehvtHe.  TN  37202 


Evangelism  leader 
plans  to  resign 

NASHVILLE  -  The  Rev.  George 
Hunter  of  the  Section  on  Evangelism  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
announced  he  will  resign  sometime  next 
year. 

Dr.  Hunter,  a  six-year  staff  member  of 
the  board,  told  the  Section  on 
Evangelism  that  he  expected  good  things 
from  the  board  in  the  future  but  felt  there 
would  no  longer  be  a  place  for  a 
“specialist  like  me.” 

He  said  he  is  exploring  a  possible 
position  in  the  Florida  conference,  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  or  a  seminary 
post. 

Ministry  of  laity 
section  formed 

NASHVILLE  —  The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  recently  voted  to  combine 
staff  from  four  sections  to  form  a  new 
Section  on  the  Ministry  of  the  Laity. 

The  new  section  will  involve  the  units 
on  age  level  and  family  ministries, 
hunger  and  value  formation,  lay 
ministries  and  church  leader 
development.  Its  purpose  will  be  to 
facilitate  the  training  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  laypersons  in  the  various  aspects  of 
discipleship. 

Neil  Alexander,  of  the  hunger  and 
value  formation  unit,  will  become  the 
assistant  general  secretary  for  the  new 
section. 

Board  officials  said  the  change  and 
shift  in  staff  will  not  dissolve  the  units  but 
will  provide  the  new  section  with 
experienced  leadership  to  lend  better 
trained  UM  laypersons. 

Nashville-based  boards 
eye  conference  center 

NASHVILLE  —  The  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  joined  its  next- 
door  neighbor,  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
(see  Reporter,  Oct.  22)  in  supporting  a 
joint  resolution  to  discuss  building  a 
possible  United  Methodist  conference 
center  here.  Also  involved  is  United 
Methodist-related  Scarritt  College,  an 
across-the-street  neighbor  of  the  two 
boards. 

Under  discussion  is  a  center  which 
could  house  up  to  200  guests  nightly  and 
could  host  meetings  of  the  three  agencies 
involved.  The  possible  relocation  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  from  its  present 
headquarters  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  to  the 
center  under  discussion  has  also  been 
mentioned. 

Three  sites  owned  by  one  or  more  of 
the  involved  Nashville-based  agencies 
are  being  considered.  Any  property 
transaction  involving  either  general 
board  would  be  subject  to  approval  by 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 


Administration.  The  stated  objective  is 
to  economize  on  housing  and  travel  costs, 
estimated  at  more  than  $1  million  per 
year  for  only  the  three  Nashville 
agencies. 

UMC  ‘Sign  of  hope’ 
says  retiring  mission  exec 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  “I  believe  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  all  its 
manifestations;  it  is  one  of  the  signs  of 
hope  in  a  troubled  world,”  affirmed  Lois 
C.  Miller  in  her  final  speech  to  the  World 
Division  as  its  top  staff  officer.  Dr.  Miller 
was  honored  at  a  divisional  dinner  and  a 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
reception  Oct.  20. 

‘‘In  spite  of  our  inability  to 
communicate  adequately  the  wholeness 
and  positive  nature  of  our  responses  to 
world  mission  in  the  division,  there  is  a 
sign  of  hope  when  we  articulate  a  basic 
commitment  to  the  poor  and  oppressed, 
when  we  seek  to  join  hands  with  those 
who  are  marginalized  (children,  youth, 
women,  political  refugees,  the 
economically  poor,  vast  numbers  of 
persons  who  are  hungry,  radical 
Christians).” 

Dr.  Miller  called  on  the  world  mission 
unit  to  continue  to  strive  to  be  a  sign  of 
hope  toward  “realizing  our  commitment 
to  the  Kingdom  in  this  day.” 

Retired  Bishop  Ralph  Ward  was 
appointed  interim  head  of  the  division 
from  Jan.  1  to  May  31,  1983.  He  was 
formerly  related  to  the  New  Year  Area. 

According  to  the  division’s  Search 
Committee,  more  time  is  needed  to 
interview  candidates  for  the  permanent 
director  of  the  division. 

UM  relief  official  urged 
to  push  for  aid  to  Lebanon 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  U.S. 
government  has  transmitted  only  $15 
million  in  relief  and  reconstruction  aid  to 
Lebanon,  although  $65  million  has  been 
promised,  Richard  Butler,  Middle  East 
secretary  for  Church  World  Service,  told 
directors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  meeting  here  last 
week. 

(Dr.  Harry  Haines  reported  about 
$112,000  of  the  $1  million  being  sought 
from  United  Methodists  for  Lebanese 
relief  has  been  received  so  far ) . 

Mr.  Butler  urged  his  audience  to  bring 
pressure  on  U.S.  authorities  to  see  that 
funds  are  sent  immediately,  since  winter 
is  coming  on  bringing  cold,  rainy 
weather. 

"There  are  tremendous  shelter 
problems  in  Lebanon,”  Mr.  Butler  said. 
The  U.N.  estimates  60,000  people  need 
housing  before  winter.  The  U.N., 
Lebanon  and  Israel  have  agreed  they 
should  be  sheltered  in  tents.  Lebanon 
resists  the  idea  of  building  cement  block 
houses  saying,  We  don’t  want  to  rebuild 
the  refugee  camps. 

Mr.  Butler,  who  has  been  a  Middle 
East  relief  official  for  20  years  and  was  in 


Lebanon  during  the  mid-September 
massacres,  paid  warm  tribute  to  the 
Middle  East  Council  of  Churches  and  its 
director,  Gabriel  Habib,  who  fashioned 
a  strategy  for  an  international  medical 
team  to  work  with  Palestinian  and 
Lebanese  war  victims.  The  CWS  official 
described  in  detail  the  heroism  of  these 
doctors  and  nurses  from  Europe  and  the 
U.S.  who  risked  their  lives  to  treat 
wounded  and  dying  residents  of  the 
camps. 

Asked  to  assess  the  new  President  of 
Lebanon,  Amin  Gemayel,  now  on  a  visit 
to  the  U.S.,  Mr.  Butler  said:  “He  is  a 
diplomat  and  politician  who  is  in  closer 
contact  with  Moslems  and  Palestinians 
than  his  assassinated  brother.  The  fear  is 
that  he  doesn’t  have  the  same  clout  with 
the  Phalangist  militia  and  won’t  have 
power  over  his  own  people.  ’  ’ 

Third  woman  named 
board  administrator 

NASHVILLE  -  The  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministries  has  named  a 
third  woman  to  its  seven-person 
administrative  level  immediately  below 
the  general  secretary.  She  is  Mrs. 
Martha  Lawrence,  longtime  chief 
assistant  to  the  general  secretary.  She 
will  replace  the  associate  general 
secretary  for  administration,  the  Rev. 
John  Humphrey,  on  his  retirement  in 
1983. 


Jameson  Jones  honored 
at  memorial  service 

NASHVILLE  —  For  the  second  year  in 
a  row,  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  opened  its  annual  meeting 
with  a  service  memorializing  a  deceased 
member. 

The  service  this  year  honored  the  life 
of  the  Rev.  Jameson  Jones,  president  of 
the  University  Senate  and  dean  of  the 
Duke  Divinity  School.  He  died 
unexpectedly  last  summer.  The  service  a 
year  ago  memorialized  the  late  Edwin 
Smith,  longtime  staff  treasurer. 

Board  members  affirm 
open  meetings  resolution 

NASHVILLE  —  The  “open  meetings” 
resolution  adopted  by  the  1980  General 
Conference  was  affirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  which 
simultaneously  updated  its  own  press 
policy  adopted  in  1977. 

The  board’s  amended  policy  affirms 
that  all  its  meetings  and  those  of  its 
related  units  shall  be  open  to  the  press 
‘  ‘except  those  authorized  to  be  closed  by 
the  General  Conference  resolution  of  1980 
and  sessions  in  which  privileged 
information  from  schools,  colleges,  and 
seminaries  is  evaluated.”  Need  for  the 
specific  latter  exclusion  became  an  issue 
in  recent  months  in  connection  with 
accreditation  reviews  conducted  by  the 
University  Senate,  an  independent  body 


of  the  General  Conference  related 
administratively  to  the  board. 

Courtesy  titles  dropped ; 
do  not  ‘reflect  equality’ 

NASHVILLE  —  Courtesy  titles  such  as 
Mr.,  Ms.,  Mrs.,  Miss,  Rev.,  President, 
Bishop  and  Dr.  when  used  referring  to 
board  members  are  to  be  dropped  from 
all  future  publications  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

This  decision  came  on  a  resolution 
submitted  by  Dr.  Marcus  Fang,  lay 
board  member  from  Wisconsin.  He 
successfully  argued  that  the  Christian 
church  “recognizes  all  people  as  equal 
before  God”  and  said  that  courtesy  titles 
are  “not  reflective”  of  that  equality. 

Discipleship  board 
OKs  staff  changes 
NASHVILLE  -  The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  approved  several  staff 
changes  during  its  annual  meeting  here 
Oct.  12-15. 

The  Rev.  John  Lundy,  formerly  of  the 
section  on  lay  ministries,  announced  his 
plans  to  move  to  a  pastorate  at 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Chattanooga. 

The  Rev.  Horace  Weaver,  who  for  22 
years  was  editor  of  adultpublications  for 
the  board,  announced  his  retirement, 
effective  Dec.  31.  Nellie  Moser,  a 
member  of  that  section,  will  resume  the 
editor’s  post  on  Jan.  1, 1983. 

Directors  give  go-ahead 
to  restructured  plans 

NEW  YORK  —  A  plan  to  streamline 
United  Methodism’s  mission  arm 
cleared  its  first  hurdle  here  last  week  as 
the  board  of  directors  gave  the  go-ahead 
to  the  agency  overhaul. 

The  plan  must  also  be  adopted  by  the 
General  Council  of  Ministries,  meeting 
this  week  in  Dayton,  before  it  can  be  put 
in  place.  And,  finally,  the  remodeled 
agency  will  be  reviewed  by  the  1984  Gene¬ 
ral  Conference  to  determine  if  indeed  it 
has  fulfilled  the  mandate  given  by  the  1980 
delegates  —  to  achieve  flexibility  in  ad¬ 
ministration  and  structure.” 

The  157-member  board  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  spent 
five  hours  reviewing  the  plan,  and  defeat¬ 
ed  a  last-ditch  effort  to  restore  division 
status  to  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries. 
In  the  new  plan,  this  ministry  becomes  a 
“program  department.” 

“Restructuring  for  more  flexibility  has 
been  interpreted  to  mean  fewer  units,” 
according  to  the  Rev.  Rex  Bevins  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  Neb.  who  has  headed  the  restruc¬ 
ture  committee  for  the  last  two  years. 

The  new  model  reduces  the  number  of 
units  from  13  to  10  separate  units.  The  10 
include  three  divisions  —  National, 
World,  Women’s  —  and  four  program 
departments  —  Health  &  Welfare,  the 
United  Methodist  Commi^ee  on  Relief, 
Mission  Personnel  Resources,  dhd 
Mission  Education  and  Cultivation. 
There  are  three  administrative  com¬ 
mittees  —  Finance,  Research  &  Develop¬ 
ment  and  Personnel  &  Nominations. 

Other  features  of  the  plan  are  the 
strengthening  of  the  board  members’ 
policy-making  role  and  the  insistence 
that  the  directors’  first  loyalty  be  to  the 
entire  mission  task,  not  to  a  particular 
division’s  task  as  has  been  a  persistent 
problem  in  the  agency. 

Also,  broad  new  powers  over  budget 
development,  program  initiation  and 
planning,  conference  relationships, 
communications,  and  personnel 
decisions  are  lodged  with  the  general 
secretary. 

Dr.  Bevins  told  board  members  that,  in 
his  opinion,  the  new  program  cabinet 
(which  will  coordinate  program 
planning,  development  and  imple¬ 
mentation)  “will  be  the  real  power 
center”  of  the  board.  “Unity  and  whole¬ 
ness  of  the  mission  thrust  is  the  major 
theme  of  this  restructure  plan,”  he  said, 
“and  this  is  the  main  place  where  that 
will  be  maintained  and  coordinated.” 

Dr.  Bevins  said  he  didn’t  expect  “ef¬ 
ficiency”  to  necessarily  mean  a  smaller 
budget  but  that  increased  efficiency  will 
come  through  better  coordination  and 
more  comprehensive  planning. 

In  terms  of  putting  the  plan  into  place, 
the  first  pieces  will  go  into  effect  Nov.  1 
and  all  of  the  parts  by  October  of  1983,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  time  table  approved  here. 


CAR.RV  tHe  Jaith. 

"We  have  no  more  than  five  loaves  and  two  fish. " 

Luke  9:  13 


Yet  we  are  told  on  two  occasions  Jesus  fed  thousands 
with  nothing  more  than  a  few  loaves  of  bread 
and  a  few  tiny  fish. 

The  "Loaves  &  Fishes"  cross  was  inspired  by 
the  spirit  of  faith  and  sharing  which  marked 
these  moments. 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  TO  ORDER  YOUR  "LOAVES  & 
FISHES"  CROSS.  ITS  UNIQUE  STYLING  AND 

QUALITY  WORKMANSHIP  MAKE  IT  A  DISTINCTIVE  - 

PIECE  OF  CHRISTIAN  JEWELRY. 


Actual  size  1VS”  high 


1978  Jack  Dignum 


Postage  and  handling  included 
PLEASE  SEND  ME: 

- Sterling  Silver  "Loaves  &  Fishes" 

cross  &  18"  chain  @  $33.00 

- 14K  Gold  "Loaves  &  Fishes"  cross 

and  18"  chain  @  $180.00 

- 3%  Tax  (Colorado  Residents  Only) 

- Total 

ALLOW  4-5  WEEKS  FOR  DELIVERY 
Prices  subject  to  market  fluctuations 
LOAVES  &  FISHES,  76  WINGATE  LANE, 
DURANGO,  COLORADO  81301 


I  PREFER  TO  PAY  BY: 

□  Check/Money  Order  enclosed 


□  VISA 


□  Master  Card 


Name  . 
City _ 


.Address  . 


Account  #  (all  digits  pjease) 


.State  _ 


-Zip  _ 


].I 


Expiration 
Date  — — 


Signature 

(required  if  using  credit  card)  _ 


Inter  Bank  # 
Master  Card  Only 
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Around  The  Conference 


Tom  Matheny  Speaks  at 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC 


Mr.  Tom  Matheny,  a  nationally 
known  United  Methodist  layperson, 
>•  delivered  the  lay  address  on  Laity 
Sunday,  October  17,  1982,  at  Rayne 
>•  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans.  He  is  shown  here 
£•  with  Dr.  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr., 

*  Senior  Minister  at  Rayne  Memorial, 
and  J.  Parker  Schneidau,  Lay  Leader, 

•>  who  conducted  the  10:50  a. m.  service. 

Mr.  Oscar  Gwin,  Vice  Chairperson  of 
:j:  the  Administrative  Board,  delivered 

*  the  message  at  the  8:45  a.m.  service. 
j|:  Assisting  Mr.  Schneidau  in  the  10:50 

a.m.  service  were  Genie  Newman, 
$  Catherine  Brooks,  David  Perlis, 
1 


Regge  Chapman,  Dudley  Gilmore, 
Eleanor  Graham,  Cathy  Smith  and 
Corbett  Kemp,  persons  who  have 
joined  in  the  past  year.  The  altar 
flowers  were  given  in  honor  of  ali  the 
lay  members  who  give  so  much  of 
their  time,  their  energies  and 
themselves  to  make  the  programs  of 
Rayne  so  successful.  At  the 
conclusion  of  Mr.  Matheny’s  address, 
“Why  We  Need  the  Church,"  he  was 
presented  a  certificate  naming  him  an 
honorary  citizen  of  New  Orleans. 
After  the  service,  coffee,  punch  and 
cookies  were  served  in  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  of  the  church. 


Congratulations  and  Best  Wishes 


The  Reverend  J.  Lawrence  Maddin, 
pastor  of  Luling-St.  John  Charge,  was 
married  to  Ms.  Gayle  Theresa 


Davidson  of  Metairie  on  Saturday, 
October  30.  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin  officiated. 


Laity  Sunday  a  Success  at 
First  Church,  New  Iberia 


Mr.  O.  W.  Marrs  was  Laity 
Sunday  speaker  for  both  services  held 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Iberia.  Other  participants  in  the 
service  included  Evelyn  Bobo,  David 
Phillips,  James  Gray,  Ralph  Friend, 


Jack  Bobo,  Gary  Lovett,  Luke 
LeBlanc,  Carolyn  Sutton,  John 
Trotter,  Dan  Harper.  The  Reverend 
Bob  Crichlow,  Sr.,  who  was  also  a 
participant  in  the  services,  is  the 
pastor  of  the  church. 


Country  Store  at  Lakeview  UMC 

Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church,  plants,  white  elephant  table,  baked 
Shreveport,  is  sponsoring  a  “Country  goods,  and  gumbo  on  Saturday,  Nov.  6, 
Store”  featuring  arts  and  crafts,  from  8 a.m.  to 3  p.m. 


A  Parable:  The  Feast 


By  RONALD  K.  CRANDALL 
and  L.  RAY  SELLS 

The  following  story  has  two  endings. 
Think  about  your  church  and  select  the 
ending  which  seems  best  to  describe 
what  might  happen  in  your  church. 

It  was  a  great  feast.  The  festival  and 
gathering  of  the  people  had  continued  as 
long  as  any  could  remember.  Its 
beginnings  were  hidden  in  the  rising 
mists  of  the  past.  Even  the  oldest 
participants  could  only  recall,  “It  was 
this  way  when  I  was  born.” 

Old  friends  and  family  members 
gathered  in  the  Great  Hall  to  be  warmly 
embraced  and  welcomed  into  the 
fellowship.  The  tables  always  seemed 
ready  to  collapse  from  the  strain  of 
lovingly  prepared  platters  of  food.  And 
there  was  at  every  plate  the  name  of 
each  person,  as  it  had  always  been,  at 
just  the  same  spot  time  after  time. 

The  laughter  and  music,  the  food  and 
fellowship  were  feast  enough.  Each 
person  returned  home  fed  from  the 
sumptuous  table  and  embracing 
fellowship. 

One  day  the  feast  master  announced 
that  outsiders  would  be  present  for  the 
next  feast.  These  outsiders  were  neither 
friend  nor  kin.  This  announcement  was 
met  with  a  great  rumbling.  “Who  are 
they?"  asked  one.  “Where  did  they  come 
from?"  asked  another.  “Who  needs 
them?”  exclaimed  another.  “They  better 
not  be  found  in  my  place,"  said  one.  “Or 
eating  our  food,"  said  another. 

The  feast  day  came.  The  family 
members  and  friends  gathered  to  begin 
the  feast.  This  day  the  mood  was  quiet. 
They  did  not  know  what  would  greet 
them. 


As  the  Great  Hall  doors  were  flung 
open,  regular  feast  day  members  saw  a 
sight  never  before  seen,  outsiders 
standing  in  the  Great  Hall  who  were 
neither  friend  nor  kin,  people  crowding 
the  hall,  persons  they  had  never  seen, 
strangers  all. 

Your  Church:  Ending  A  Or  B? 

A.  Though  a  few  tables  had  been 
shifted,  all  was  in  place.  More  tables  and 
places  had  been  prepared.  No  one  was 
required  to  give  up  his  or  her  familiar 
place  at  the  table.  The  fellowship  was  not 
denied,  it  was  extended,  even  enriched 
by  these  new  persons  at  the  table.  They 
had  brought  delicious  new  dishes  which 
old  members  had  never  tasted,  and  they 
added  song  and  laughter.  A  new 
community  was  formed,  and  the 
celebration  continued  long  into  the 
evening.  And  the  great  feast  grew  and 
continues  to  grow  to  this  day. 

B.  The  meal  passed  with  little  spoken. 
The  tables  were  crowded,  and  some  long¬ 
time  members  of  the  feast  were  asked  to 
move.  There  was  not  enough  food  to  go 
around.  No  one  lingered  and  no  one 
laughed;  there  was  no  embracing 
fellowship.  When  the  feast  ended,  the 
outsiders  left,  never  to  return.  And  yet 
the  feast  continues.  Gathered  there  are 
the  family  and  friends  who  have  come  to 
the  feast  as  long  as  anyone  can 
remember.  Each  is  in  place  in  the 
fellowship  and  at  the  table.  No  more  do 
outsiders  come  who  are  neither  friend 
nor  kin.  The  feast  does  not  grow.  It  just 
continues. 

Consider  what  happened  to  make 
Ending  A  possible  and  what  might  have 
led  to  the  outcome  in  Ending  B. 

Which  ending  describes  your  church? 


Pastoral  Letters 

By  THE  REVEREND  BOB  L.  LAWTON 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  La. 

Why  Pledge? 

Over  the  years,  I’ve  heard  people  say,  “I  don’t  believe  in  pledging"  or  “I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  make  a  financial  commitment  at  this  time,  but  I  will  give  what  I  can."  I 
even  had  a  person  say  to  me,  “A  church  should  live  by  faith  and  doesn’t  need  a  pledge 
from  me  indicating  what  I  should  give."  Many  have  said,  “I’m  worried  about  the 
economy.  We  may  have  a  depression  or  sickness.  I  don’t  want  to  make  a  pledge  I  may 
not  be  able  to  reach." 

Without  exception  we  have  all  over  the  years  committed  ourselves  to  regular 
payments  such  as  our  homes,  businesses,  cars,  furniture,  education,  utilities,  etc. 
Why?  Because  in  a  material  world  it  takes  material  resources  to  meet  our  human 
needs. 

The  church,  like  your  family  or  any  other  organization  or  business,  cannot 
adequately  plan  its  program  in  financial  terms  without  a  concrete  and  reliable 
estimate  of  income  for  the  coming  year.  It  cannot  prudently  commit  itself  to  ministry, 
education,  evangelism,  missions,  etc.  by  whims,  guesses  and  chance. 

Your  church  is  not  asking  you  to  simply  pledge  to  meet  a  budget,  but  rather  to  meet 
the  real  needs  and  mission  of  the  church  that  the  budget  represents.  This  does  not 
mean  money  leftovers  for  the  church;  it  means  bringing  our  standard  of  giving  up  to 
lour  standard  of  living.  It  means  having  the  courage  to  put  our  church  pledging  at  least 
Ion,  or  ideally  above,  our  commitments  for  the  purchase  of  items  for  comfortable  and 
pleasurable  living.  Finally,  I  think  Jesus  was  speaking  to  this  when  He  asked,  “Do 
you  love  me  more  than  these?” 


Protestant  Hour  Preacher  Named  for  1984 


LAKE  FOREST,  ILL  (UMNS)  The 
Reverend  Carol  Matteson  Cox,  pastor  of 
Fordham  United  Methodist  Church, 
Bronx,  New  York,  will  be  the  1984 
preacher  on  the  12-week  United  Method¬ 
ist  segment  of  the  Protestant  Hour  radio 
program. 

Ms.  Cox  will  be  the  first  woman  to  be 
the  Protestant  Hour  preacher  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  radio 
series,  in  its  37th  year,  is  broadcast  on 
about  500  stations  throughout  the  United 
States.  In  addition  to  United  Methodists, 
sponsors  of  the  program  include  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.A.,  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America, 
and  the  Episcopal  Church.  Women  from 
other  participating  denominations  have 
spoken  on  the  Protestant  Hour. 

The  choice  of  the  speaker  in  1984,  the 
bicentennial  year  for  the  United  Method¬ 


ist  Church,  was  made  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on 
Communication  (United  Methodist 
Communications)  at  its  meeting  in  Lake 
Forest  on  October  22-24.  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  chooses  the  United 
Methodist  preacher  every  third  year.  In 
the  intervening  years,  choices  are  made 
by  the  Southeastern  and  South  Central 
Jurisdictions  of  the  church.  Ms.  Cox  was 
chosen  from  among  33  persons  whose 
sermons  were  submitted  in  tape  and 
outline  form. 

Ms.  Cox  will  preach  on  the  Protestant 
Hour  from  July  15  to  September  30,  1984. 
Also  appearing  on  the  30-minute 
program  will  be  United  Methodist  choirs. 
In  1984  these  will  be  choirs  featured  at 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 


Hargrove  Scholarship  Recipients  Chosen 


Nine  Centenary  students  have  been 
awarded  Reginald  H.  Hargrove 
Memorial  Scholarships  at  Centenary 
College. 

Recipients  are  Alyce  E.  Boudreaux, 
Deborah  Ann  Brown,  Stuart  A.  Harville, 
Linda  L.  Howard.  Katrina  L.  Kellogg, 
Susan  B.  Kirby,  Karen  J.  Klusendorf, 


Amanda  C.  Slaton,  and  John  A. 
Thomson. 

The  fund  was  established  in  1955  by 
Mrs.  Hargrove  in  memory  of  her 
husband.  The  Hargrove  scholarships  are 
granted  only  to  students  of  high 
scholastic  achievement 


World  Council  of  Churches 
Delegates  Visit  Louisiana 


Front  Row:  Dr.  Kofi  Asare  Opoku,  Ghana;  the  Reverend  Mrs.  Aracely  E. 
De  Rocchietti,  Uruguay 

Back  Row:  Mrs.  Erika  Stoffler,  Leonberg,  Federal  Republic  of  Germany;  Dr. 
Paul  Abrecht,  Switzerland,  and  the  Reverend  Fred  Wilson,  United  States. 


Fall  Convocation  of 
Youth  Draws  Over  400 


’in 


The  Sixth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  will  be  held  in 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  in  July 
and  August  of  1983.  Five  delegates  to  this 
Assembly  recently  visited  New  Orleans 
and  Baton  Rouge,  hosted  by  the 
Reverend  James  L.  Stovall,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference.  The  visitors  were  from 
Ghana,  Uruguay,  West  Germany, 
Switzerland,  and  the  United  States  and 
were  Presbyterian,  Methodist,  Lutheran, 
and  Anglican.  They  are  serving  as  one  of 
three  WCC  teams  visiting  the  United 
States  to  be  exposed  to  church  and 
community  life  in  this  country.  The 
teams  are  acquainting  Christians  in  the 
States  with  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  which  now  has  304  members 
groups  in  50  countries,  representing  400 
million  Christians. 

While  in  New  Orleans  on  October  11, 
the  visitors  met  with  church  leaders  at  a 
luncheon  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  and  with  community  leaders  at 
Dillard  University.  Dr.  Samuel  Dubois 


Cook,  President  of  Dillard,  invited  the 
visitors  and  a  dozen  New  Orleans 
community  leaders  to  Dillard  for  an  in- 
depth  study  of  the  black  experience  in 
Louisiana.  In  Baton  Rouge  the  group  met 
Governor  David  Treen  in  the  Capitol 
News  Room  and  for  a  luncheon  with 
Lieutenant  Governor  Robert  Freeman, 
Superintendent  of  Education  Kelly  Nix, 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Resources  Roger 
Guissinger,  and  representatives  from  the 
Departments  of  Corrections  and  Justice. 
In  addition,  they  met  with  Arthur  Thiel, 
Director  of  Public  Affairs  Research  and 
Victor  Bussie,  state  president  of  AFL- 
CIO.  Church  leaders  from  the  Baton 
Rouge  area  were  invited  to  dinner  with 
the  visitors  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  by  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn. 

After  a  tour  of  the  Southern  University 
Campus  on  October  13,  the  team  left  to 
visit  other  cities.  They  will  end  their  trip 
with  a  meeting  in  Washington,  D.C.  and 
return  to  their  homes  the  end  of  this 
month. 


The  Fall  Convocation  of  Youth,  held 
October  23  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport  was  a  wonderful  success.  400 
plus-youth  and  their  counsellors  were  in 
attendance  for  this  day  long  event 
specifically  designed  to  strengthen  the 
leadership  abilities  of  Junior  High  and 
Senior  High  youth. 

Much  preparation  and  volunteer 
participation  went  into  the  making  of  this 
leadership  training  event.  Approximate¬ 
ly  4  months  prior  to  October  23,  the  Con¬ 
ference  Youth  Team  members,  and  the 
Conference  Coordinator  of  Youth  set  out 
the  planning  process,  and  establishing 
the  theme  of  the  Convocation.  At  that 
meeting,  it  was  the  Conference  Youth 
Team  that  decided  that  Fall  Convocation 
should  be  a  leadership  training  event. 
They  recommended  that  a  series  of  15 
workshops  be  provided  at  the 
Convocation  that  could  be  held 
simultaneously  in  the  morning  and  the 
afternoon.  They  also  recommended  that 
the  $5  registration  fee  cover  all  the  costs 
of  the  Convocation,  including  lunch  at  the 
Centenary  cafeteria.  They  also 
recommended  that  entertainment  be 
provided  from  around  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

As  a  result  of  the  plans  recommended 
by  the  CYT,  those  attending  Fall 
Convocation  1982  were  able  to  choose  2 
workshops  out  of  the  15  that  were  offered. 
They  were  able  to  attend  one  workshop  in 
the  morning  and  one  in  the  afternoon. 
Hopefully,  those  in  attendance  from  one 
church  were  able  to  cover  all  of  the 
workshops  and  gain  the  information 
provided  for  their  youth  group. 

The  classes  offered  were:  Youth 
Evangelism  by  Benny  Vaughn,  Picking  a 
College  by  John  Lambert,  How  to  Plan  a 


Retreat  by  the  Reverend  Jeff  Duke, 
Service  Projects  with  a  Mission  by  the 
Reverend  August  Aamodt,  Simulation 
Games  by  the  Reverend  Thomas  Howe, 
Party  Planning  for  Youth  Ministry 
Issues  by  the  Reverend  Barbara  Smith 
Duke,  Television  Presence  by  the 
Reverend  W,  Dwight  Ramsey,  Work 
Camps  by  the  Reverend  Weldon  Bares, 
Films-Media -Visual  Aids  by  Mrs.  Sheila 
Berry,  Youth  Ministry,  A  Workshop  for 
Adults  by  Dr.  Don  Emler,  Contemporary 
Issues  in  Youth  Planning  by  the 
Reverend  Tom  Lawson,  Fund  Raisers  by 
the  Reverend  Mark  Martin,  Using 
Sunday  A.M.  Materials  by  the  Reverend 
Reb  Martin,  Recreation  Activities  by  the 
Reverend  John  Williams  and  the 
Reverend  Marie  Williams,  Informal 
Evening  Materials  for  UMYF  by  the 
Reverend  Kent  Kilboume  and  Ms.  Lylln 
Guth.  All  of  the  workshops  went  very 
well  and  the  youth  gained  much  needed 
information. 

Entertainment  consisted  of  ice 
breakers  and  crowd  pleasers  led  by  the 
Reverend  Kent  Kilboume  from  9:30- 
10:30,  a  concert  from  2:00-3:00  p.m.,  with 
performer  Marti  Griffith  of  Shreveport 
singing  a  medley  of  folk  and 
country /western  music,  and  Dina 
Bennett,  Miss  Bossier  City,  singing  songs 
from  Contemporary  movies  and 
Broadway  plays,  accompanying  herself 
on  the  piano. 

The  Convocation  closed  with  the 
Conference  Youth  Team  holding  a 
creative  worship  service  from  4:30-5:00 
p.m.  Thanks  are  extended  to  all  persons 
that  volunteered  and  participated.  A 
special  thanks  is  extended  to  Centenary 
College  for  their  cooperation.  The 
Reverend  L.  Patterson  Culligan  is 
Conference  Coordinator  of  Youth. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


Production  and  broadcast  of  the  monthly  video  magazine  program  entitled  the 
“Louisiana  Methodist  Magazine,"  which  was  scheduled  to  be  aired  Nov.  21, 
has  been  postponed.  Future  plans  and  schedules  for  the  program  will  be 
announced  as  they  are  developed. 

Reasons  for  postponing  the  magazine  program  include  the  production  priority 
and  promotional  emphasis  given  to  the  training  programs  presently  being  pro¬ 
duced.  A  schedule  of  these  training  programs  will  be  announced  next  week. 

•  *  * 

Effective  Sunday,  November  7,  the  church  school  lesson  series  “Church  of  our 
Fathers"  being  shown  via  satellite  will  be  broadcast  on  Satcom  3  (F3),  Channel  18. 
The  teacher  training  program  each  Tuesday  at  7:30  p.m.  will  continue  to  be  on  W  4 
Channel  19. 

The  sixth  telecast  by  United  Methodist  Communications  will  be  Sunday,  November 
7  at  6:00  p.m.  on  Satcom  3  (F3),  Channel  18.  The  first  half  hour  will  be  a  Bible  study 
based  on  Acts  9:1-19  by  Dr.  Edward  Bauman  entitled 

God’s  Presence  In  Relationships 

In  a  time  of  great  need  in  his  life,  Paul  experienced  God’s  presence  through 
Ananias.  We  can  all  think  of  persons  who  have  helped  us  feel  closer  to  God.  Are  there 
things  we  can  do  to  cultivate  the  sense  of  God’s  presence  in  our  relationship  with 
others? 

The  second  half  hour,  Journeys  into  Christian  Growth,  will  be  hosted  by  Eli  Wallach 
with  commentary  by  Dr.  Doris  Jones  entitled 

The  Death  Of  Ivan  Illych 

Begin  with  Goodbye  Series. 

Our  own  death  is  the  most  profound  change  we  can  imagine  —  confronting  it,  the 
most  profound  challenge.  The  concluding  program  in  the  series  features  a 
dramatization  of  Leo  Tolstoy’s  short  story,  “The  Death  of  Ivan  Illych  " 


Change  in 

Appointments 

Bishop  J,  Kenneth  Shamblin 

bury  Church,  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 

announces  the  following  change  in 
appointments  effective  November  l, 

District 

1982. 

Richard  L.  Behling  —  Marksville: 

John  L.  Vining  —  Leave  of  Absence 

Oak  Grove,  Simmesport  Charge, 

James  W.  Spitzkeit  —  Francis  As- 

Alexandria  District 
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Life’s  crises  should  be  faced 
from  the  perspective  of  faith 
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Benjamin  Sasway,  a  21 -year-old 
student  at  Humboldt  State  University  in 
San  Diego,  is  one  of  a  number  of  persons 
to  be  indicted  recently  for  failing  to 
register  for  the  military  draft,  and  he  is 
the  first  to  be  convicted  and  jailed  for 
violating  the  registration  law  passed  in 
1980  (see  UMR,  Oct.  15).  Mr.  Sasway 
was  a  United  Methodist  by  upbringing. 
Unlike  many  of  the  others  who  have  been 
charged  with  failing  to  register, 
however.  Mr  Sasway  did  not  defend  his 
actions  on  religious  grounds  Instead,  he 
cited  "political  and  philosophical 
reasons”  for  his  action. 

We  are  less  concerned  to  judge  the 
wisdom  or  folly,  patriotism  or 
cowardice,  rightness  or  wrongness,  of 
Mr  Sasway’s  decision  than  to  reflect  on 
the  fact  that  he  apparently  saw  no 
relevant  connection  between  his 
religious  faith  and  the  “political  and 
philosophical  issues”  with  which  he  was 
confronted. 

Ironically,  although  Mr.  Sasway’s 
political  views  are  at  the  opposite  end  of 
the  spectrum  from  those  who  contend 
that  the  church  should  be  concerned 
exclusively  with  “saving  souls,”  their 
conclusions  appear  to  be  very  similar: 
there  is  no  proper  relationship  between 
faith,  on  the  one  hand,  and  worldly  issues 
on  the  other. 

Mr.  Sasway  clearly  understood  his 
resistance  to  draft  registration  to  have 
moral  significance.  “I’m  pitting  myself 
against  wrong,  if  you  will,  as  strongly 
and  as  loudly  as  I  possibly  can,”  he  told 
an  interviewer.  But  Mr.  Sasway’s 
failure  to  suggest,  in  public  at  least,  any 
connection  between  his  political  protest 
and  his  Christian  heritage  diminishes 
any  moral  significance  his  actions  may 
have  had. 

There  is  a  world  of  difference  between 
an  action  taken  for  “political  reasons" 
and  a  stand  taken  on  the  basis  of  re¬ 
ligious  convictions.  The  one.  however 
sophisticated,  is  simply  a  personal 
reason.  The  other  is  a  reason  for  living, 
and  is  worth  going  to  jail  for  if  necessary, 
or  even  dying.  It  also  provides  a  strong 
and  coherent  framework  against  which 
to  test  one's  political  inclinations,  and  on 
which  to  base  and  explain  one's  actions 
A  religious  argument  would  not  have 
spared  Mr  Sasway  from  conviction  — 
nor  should  it.  Failure  to  register  for  the 
draft  is  a  violation  of  the  law  no  matter 
what  the  reason.  Since  induction  into 
military  service  is  not  at  stake  in  the 
registration  procedure,  an  appeal  to 
conscientious  opposition  to  war  appears 
irrelevant.  In  fact,  a  careful  weighing  of 
his  philosophical  and  political  views  in 
light  of  Christian  teachings  might  —  or 
might  not  —  have  led  Mr  Sasway  to  take 
a  different  course  of  action 


We,  as  Christians,  should  examine  how 
well  our  church  is  preparing  us  in 
general,  and  especially  our  young 
people,  to  face  the  moral  crises  of  life 
with  a  vital  and  living  faith.  Here,  after 
all,  is  the  fundamental  test  of  who  we  are 
as  followers  of  the  One  whose  life  and 
death  "joined  heaven  and  earth":  if  we 
see  no  connection  between  our  political, 
social  or  individual  actions  and  our 
identity  as  Christian  believers,  we  are 
“lost"  in  a  very  profound  sense 
We  have  the  resources  —  first  in  the 
Scriptures,  and  also  in  our  church's 
Theological  and  Social  Principles,  and  in 
our  General  Conference  resolutions  —  to 
sort  through  the  relationship  between  our 
faith  and  the  perplexing  issues  of  our 
day  Every  pulpit,  every  Sunday  School 
class,  and  every  moment  spent  in 
Christian  nurture  should  prepare  us  for 
facing  and  making  decisions  which,  to 
the  best  of  our  understanding,  are 
consistent  with  the  will  of  God.  This  is  so 
when  our  decisions  take  the  expected 
form  of  obeying  the  law.  It  is  equally  true 
if  a  situation  arises  when,  consistent  with 
our  Protestant  heritage,  we  must 
confront  a  perceived  injustice  with  the 
familiar  words:  “Here  I  stand.  God  help 
me  1  can  do  no  other." 

Letter  to  the  Editor 
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Here  I  Stand 

Pragmatism  within  our  tradition 
is  defended;  we  need  more  of  it 


By  DAVID  McCREARY 
United  Methodists,  we  are  constantly 
told,  are  a  “pragmatic"  people.  We  are 
the  pragmatists  of  the  ecumenical 
movement,  the  pragmatists  in  mission, 
the  pragmatists  in  theology,  and  the 
pragmatists  in  church  order  It  is 
pragmatic  if  it  works;  and  if  it  works  it  is 
good.  Who  can  argue  with  success? 
However,  things  have  not  been  working 
so  well  lately.  If  we  go  by  one  indicator 
alone  —  the  drop  in  membership  over  the 
last  decade  or  so  —  then  our  pragmatism 
is  in  trouble.  We  need  to  know  whether 
pragmatism  is  simply  a  defensive  dodge 
to  cover  over  theological  insecurity  and 
lack  of  direction,  or  whether  it  has  some 
substance  to  it. 

Many  outside  the  Methodist 
denominations  regard  our  work 
pragmatic"  as  odious.  It  wreaks  of 
opportunism  and  cynical  expediency,  of 
an  institution  seeking  to  shore  up 
breaches  in  its  walls.  At  some  level  of  our 
thinking,  we  can  probably  all  testify  to  a 
defensive  anxiety  when  we  see  negative 
statistics  at  conference  time.  If  that  is  all 
that  “pragmatic"  means,  then  we  are 
probably  in  deeper  trouble  than  we 
thought.  But  I  believe  that  there  is  a 
deeper  meaning  that  is  true  to  our  tradition. 
As  Methodists  (and  this  will  probablv 


surprise  some),  we  are  the  inheritors  of 
the  Calvinist-Anglican  view  of  the  church 
as  a  functional  and  external  means  of 
grace.  It  is  the  instrument  of  God’s 
grace,  and  not  an  end  in  itself.  As  such,  it 
can  take  many  forms,  adapt  to  many 
cultures,  and  have  differing  traditions 
and  ceremonies.  Yet,  this  church  is  one, 
so  long  as  the  Word  is  rightly  preached 
and  the  sacraments  properly  administer¬ 
ed.  It  is  called,  in  the  name  of  Christ  to 
make  a  disciplined  witness  in  the  world. 

In  this  witness,  Wesley  was  an 
inventive,  innovative  “pragmatist."  He 
believed  that  no  one  was  without  some 
measure  of  God's  grace,  no  matter  how 
much  that  person  might  resist  and  stifle 
it,  and  that  this  grace  could  and  must  be 
“stirred  up  ”  (See  his  sermon,  "On 
Working  Out  Our  Own  Salvation,”  in  his 
Works. )  Wesley  did  not  set  out  to  found  a 
church,  but  to  “stir  up"  grace  in  the 
church  and  all  over  the  land  by 
preaching  the  gospel  of  salvation  by 
grace  alone  In  spite  of  all  his  quibbles 
with  Calvinists  over  predestination, 
Wesley  and  Calvin  stood  pretty  much  as 
one  in  rejecting  any  notion  that  good 
works  precede  a  faithful  acceptance  of 
God’s  grace.  Even  repentance  and  the 
earnest  desire  to  be  saved  are  not  human 
works,  but  we  are  led  to  want  them 


Laity  address  affirms  on  ‘mutual  ministry’ 


In  answer  to  the  Oct.  8  “Letter  to  the 
Editor"  by  Dottie  Chase  who  asked, 
“why  a  laity  address,"  I  offer  the 
following:  According  to  our  United 
Methodist  Discipline  the  laity  is  called  to 
the  general  ministry,  and  by  the  New 
Testament  into  the  priesthood  of  all 
believers.  Asking  the  laity  to  speak  of  its 
role  in  the  church  is  a  way  of  calling  into 
accountability  approximately  99%  of  the 
church.  To  have  only  1%  of  the  church  — 
the  clergy  —  be  accountable  for  the 
ministry  is  undermining  the  church’s 
mission. 

Our  church  calls  for  a  mutual  ministry 
—  lay  and  clergy.  The  laity  address  gives 
impetus  to  the  idea  that  to  own  the  name 
Christian  is  both  a  gift  and  a  task,  and 
that  the  effort  to  serve  a  world  in  need 
will  take  100%  of  the  church.  Presently 
too  many  Christians  see  the  church  as 
serving  them  rather  than  the  reverse. 
One  of  the  tasks  for  lay  leadership  is  to 
help  expand  the  concept  of  ministry,  and 
to  help  educate  church  members  to  their 
responsibilities  in  seeing  that  the  world  is 
fed  spiritually  and  physically. 

The  laity  address  committee  met  once, 
and  plans  further  correspondence  to  be 
by  mail.  The  membership  covers  a  cross- 
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Why  only  one  way? 


By  ALDEN  F.  RISSER 

Jesus  said,  “I  am  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life;  no  man  comes  to  the  Father 
but  by  me."  There  are  a  multitude  of 
people,  including  many  who  consider 
themselves  to  be  Christians,  who  do  not 
believe  this. 

I  have  often  been  told  something  like 
this:  “Sure,  that’s  OK  for  you  to  feel  that 
Christ  is  the  way,  but  I’m  confident  that 
God  will  accept  me  too.”  For  one  of 
many  reasons  —  some  may  say,  “I  find 
God  in  nature"  or  “I’m  doing  the  very 
best  I  can.”  or  "I’ll  be  rewarded  for  my 
kindness,"  or  “I’ve  been  baptized,  or 
confirmed,  or  I  belong  to  such  and  such  a 
church  or  sect  .  ” 

These  people  think  that  we  who  believe 
the  Word  of  God  are  very  narrow  in 
saying  that  Christ  is  the  only  way  to  God. 
Perhaps  this  is  true,  for  He  also  said, 
“Narrow  is  the  gate  and  straight  is  the 
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wav  that  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there 
be  that  find  it.  "  Being  broad-minded  may 
often  be  a  virtue,  but  not  if  it  contradicts 
the  revealed  truth  of  the  Creator. 

For  those  of  us  who  accept  the  Bible  as 
God’s  inspired  word  of  truth,  we  need  no 
other  proof  than  Christ’s  own  statement 
that  He  is  the  only  way.  We  are  thankful 
for  our  Saviour,  and  we  are  also  thankful 
for  our  faith  in  Him,  for  that  also  is  a  gift : 
“For  by  grace  are  you  saved  through 
faith,  and  that  not  of  yourselves:  it  is  the 
gift  of  God,  not  of  works,  lest  any  man 
should  boast."  (Ephesians  2:8-9) 

For  those  who  lack  this  faith,  and  who 
would  attempt  to  please  God  or  obtain 
eternal  life  through  reason  or  philosophy, 
or  on  their  own  merits,  they  would  do 
well  to  consider  why  there  is  no  other 
way. 

First  of  all,  we  are  told  in  Galatians 
2:21,  “If  righteousness  comes  by  the  law 
(i.e.  good  works),  then  Christ  is  dead  in 
vain  . "  By  His  own  word.  He  came  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  was  lost."  If  we 
could  be  saved  from  our  sins  by  our  own 
efforts  or  by  any  ritual  of  the  church, 
then  Christ’s  entire  life  and  death  and 
mission  on  earth  was  a  failure. 

The  truth  is  that  God's  standards  are 
so  high  and  His  holiness  is  so  perfect  that 
He  will  not,  and  cannot,  stoop  to  accept 
us  sinful  humans  as  we  are.  But  He  can 
and  does  both  forgive  and  cleanse  us 
from  all  unrighteousness  through  faith  in 
the  only  One  who  has  completely  put 
away  our  sin.  "Behold  the  Lamb  of  God 
that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world." 

In  Psalm  85:10  we  have  a  most 
wonderful  statement:  “Mercy  and  truth 
are  met  together;  righteousness  and 
peace  have  kissed  each  other."  This 
looks  forward  to  the  cross  of  Christ, 
where  God’s  mercy  in  forgiving  guilty 
sinners  met  together  with  divine  truth 
which  recognizes  sin  for  what  it  is,  and 
deals  with  it  decisively.  And  who  would 
want  it  any  other  way?  Who  would  want 
to  own,  much  less  worship,  a  God  who 
would  lower  Himself  to  human 
standards9  But  we  have  a  God  whose 
perfect  righteousness  and  holiness  are 
revealed  by  His  judgment  of  sin  at  the 
cross,  and  yet  by  that  same  cross  His 
overwhelming  mercy  and  compassion 
and  peace  are  manifested  in  granting 
complete  forgiveness  because  Christ  has 
paid  the  debt  in  full! 

“O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the 
wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God! " 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Alden  F. 
Risser.  is  a  member  of  the  Sumner 
Center  UMC  in  Stewartville,  Minnesota 
(Minnesota  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double  spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to.  “My 
Witness."  UMR.  P.0  Box  221076.  Dallas. 
Texas  75 222 


section  of  the  church  geographically, 
ethnically  and  age-wise. 

Ava  Swofford 
Columbia,  Missouri 

Natural  law  is 
not  controversial 

To  the  Editor: 

Some  of  the  statements  of  Leroy 
Linney  in  his  letter  headlined,  “Chance 
and  God  Are  Contradictory”  (UMR  Oct. 
8)  deserve  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  Linney  states  that  “A  portion  of 
the  whole  world  took  part  in,  and  saw 
many  established  natural  laws  defied  in 
the  near  disaster  of  Apollo  Thirteen  in 
April,  1970."  He  then  mentions  the 
"miraculous  rescue  and  re-entry  into 
earth’s  atmosphere.  " 

If  one  accepts  the  definition  (from 
Webster)  that  a  miracle  is  an  event  or 
action  that  apparently  contradicts  known 
scientific  laws,  the  serious  observer  may 
ask  such  questions  as  these:  What 
scientific  law  was  contradicted?  Did  the 
report  of  contradictory  behavior  come 
from  competent  observers?  What 
instruments  were  used  to  detect  the  de¬ 
parture  from  previously  accepted 
scientific  laws?  Has  the  accuracy  of  the 
instruments  been  verified?  etc. 

It  is  evident  that  many  of  our 
contemporaries  earnestly  seek  to  learn 
the  true  nature  of  the  universe  and  the 
physical  laws  that  govern  it.  From  their 
point  of  view,  capricious  behavior  of  a 
body  in  space,  subjected  to  the  forces  of 
mutual  attraction  of  sun,  moon  and  earth 
would  be  sufficient  reason  for  doubting 
the  existence  of  law  and  order  in  the 
universe! 

Charles  Houston 
Lubbock,  Texas 

Human  rights  editorial 
and  emphasis  affirmed 

To  the  Editor : 

Your  editorial  headlined  “Former 
president’s  appeal  should  remind  us  of 
our  human  rights  role"  in  the  Oct.  8 
Reporter  is  splendid.  As  an  ex¬ 
missionary  who  lived  abroad  in  a  nation 
which  was  under  military  rule  much  of 
the  time,  I’m  aware  the  struggle  for 
human  rights  seems  confronted  with 
overwhelming  odds  at  times.  Neverthe¬ 


less  we  have  some  valid  national  experi¬ 
ence  to  share. 

To  date,  our  current  administration’s 
cavalier  attitude  regarding  human  rights 
illustrates  how  far  we  have  strayed  from 
the  remarkable  ferment  that 
accompanied  our  own  revolution  and 
development  of  our  constitution.  The 
latter  God-inspired  instrument 
established  human  rights  as  basic  — 
indeed,  the  political  “gold  standard” 
from  which  our  nation's  other  political 
and  economic  decisions  derive. 

Subsequently,  in  domestic  affairs  the 
affirmation  and  emphasis  on  basic 
human  rights  led  us  as  a  nation  to  accept 
the  risks  and  struggles  which 
accompanied  our  civil  war  and  later,  the 
civil  rights  movement.  Our  domestic 
human  rights  momentum  recently  has 
slowed,  if  not  ceased. 

Internationally,  we  are  increasingly 
heard  in  Third  World  countries  as 
preaching  free  market,  stability, 
stronger  economy,  new  technology,  and 
deterrence  of  aggression  as  fundamental 
rather  than  derived  national  principles 
and  goals.  Indeed  our  most  valid 
confrontation  with  the  Soviet  Union 
therefore  derives  from  our  perception  of 
basic  human  rights. 

The  warm  international  reception  of 
Mr.  Carter’s  enunciation  of  this  is  a 
source  of  encouragement.  The 
researching  and  soul-searching  of  our 
national  priorities,  vis  a  vis  our  Christian 
concept  of  brotherhood  has  been  very 
well  served  by  your  editorial. 

David  E.  Williams 
Rochester,  Minnesota 

Stamp  for  Bicentennial 
of  Methodism  opposed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  regret  that  our  United  Methodist 
Bicentennial  Committee  has  asked  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service  to  issue  a  stamp 
commemorating  the  bicentennial  ot 
American  Methodism  (See  "Stops  to  be 
pulled  for  "circuit  rider’  stamp”  UMR, 
Oct.  8).  This  may  seem  like  a  good  and 
reasonable  request  to  United  Methodist 
people.  However,  I  think  it  is  unwise  and 
unconstitutional  in  a  nation  that  observes 
the  separation  of  church  and  state. 

The  business  of  the  Postal  Department 


On  th> ■  UMR  Boat 


Living  and  dying,  God 
surrounds  us  with  love 


My  dad  and  the  Rev.  John  Adams 
never  actually  met,  but  they  became 
aware  of  one  another  and  of  their  similar 
illnesses  as  a  result  of  my  interview  with 
John  which  led  to  a  lengthy  feature 
article  about  him  in  the  Reporter’s  Oct.  1 
issue. 

After  the  pre-interview  pleasantries 
had  been  completed  and  we  had  settled 
into  the  den/study  of  John’s  comfortable 
parsonage  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  I  said 
I  needed  to  explain  something  before  we 
went  on. 

My  dad,  I  said,  was  suffering  from 
prostate  cancer  much  as  he  ( John )  was  I 
explained  that  I  had  spent  the  previous 
night  sleeping  on  a  fold-down  chair 
beside  his  hospital  bed  and  that  I  had 
gone  to  the  Dallas/Fort  Worth  airport 
only  after  I  was  assured  by  his  nurse  that 
he  would  be  all  right  for  at  least  another 
day  or  two 

This  established  an  empathetic  feeling 
between  John  and  me  immediately.  He 
expressed  his  concern  for  my  dad  and 
said.  “Please  tell  him  when  you  get  back 
that  our  prayers  and  our  love  are  with 
him.” 

Two  or  three  times  during  the  three- 
hour  interview  —  by  the  end  of  which 
John  was  visibly  drained  of  his  precious 
energies  —  he  alluded  back  to  my  father 
Speaking  of  his  own  fight  against  cancer. 
John  would  turn  to  me  and  say  something 
like,  “As  your  father  may  have  learned 
”  or  “As  you  may  have  noticed  about 
your  father  .  .  .”  I  thought  at  the  time 
that  the  evident  rapport  between  us  was 
adding  significant  depth  to  John's 
reflections  on  his  14  years  of  "crisis” 
ministry  via  our  church's  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society 

The  next  evening,  back  in  my  father’s 
hospital  room,  I  told  him  that  I  had  been 
to  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  that  the 


is  to  deliver  the  mail,  not  to  honor 
churches  or  religious  groups.  The  few 
religious  stamps  that  the  Department 
has  issued,  which  is  contrary  to  its  usual 
policy,  have  been  honoring  Roman 
Catholic  events  and  persons,  and  one  for 
a  religious  service  organization.  The 
recent  one  honors  St.  Francis  of  Assisi.  A 
former  one  honoring  the  introduction  of 
Christianity  in  Poland  was  in  error  and 
ignored  an  earlier  date  which  was  non- 
Catholic.  This  practice  of  the  Postal 
Service  involves  it  in  sectarian 
controversy  which  is  not  its  business  and 
should  never  happen. 

If  the  honored  dates  and  events  in  some 
churches  are  to  be  recognized,  the  other 
churches  deserve  similar  treatment. 
Then  an  agency  of  the  government  is 
showing  favoritism  and  is  involved  in 
sectarianism  which  is  not  the  business  of 
government. 

What  about  the  several  hundreds  of 
churches,  Pastor  Russell  and  the 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  the  Rev.  Sun 
Myung  Moon  and  the  Moonies  etc.  ad 
infinitum? 

I  regret  that  our  United  Methodist 
Church  is  involved  in  adding  to  the 
confusion,  and  joining  in  the  sectarian 
scramble  that  tends  to  weaken  the 
historic  basis  of  our  religious  freedom. 

G.  Weir  Hartman 
Columbus,  Ohio 

‘Bible  IS  God’s  Word* 
to  humankind 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  very  much  concerned  by  the  many 
members  of  our  church  who  write  in  to 
your  paper  either  to  explain  away  the 
Word  of  God  or  to  add  something  to  it. 
The  Bible  is  God’s  Word  to  humankind. 
As  for  myself,  I  intend  to  continue 
believing  every  single  word  of  it  as 
written. 

After  God  fulfilled  his  first  “latter 
day"  promise  to  the  Jews  (re-establish 
them  as  a  nation)  you  only  have  to  read 
the  daily  newspaper  to  know  that  Israel 
is  still  the  “apple  of  God’s  eye.  ” 

Jesus  took  special  pains  to  tell 
everyone  why  certain  rituals  were  no 
longer  necessary  (circumcision,  burnt 
offerings  etc.)  All  Christians  should  hold 
fast  to  Christ’s  own  words:  “Think  not 
that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the  law,  or  the 
prophets.  I  am  come  not  to  destroy,  but 
to  fulfill." 

I  urge  every  Christian  to  read  the  Word 
of  the  Lord,  believe  it  (all  of  it)  and  keep 
the  faith. 

Ray  Myers, 
Premont,  Texas 


reary 

through  the  preventing  grace  of  God.  It  is 
in  God’s  work  alone,  as  manifested 
internally  and  externally  in  gracious 
lives,  that  we  can  come  to  praise  God. 
This  is  what  it  means  to  become  holy  and. 
perfect  in  love.  Wesley  is  as  Calvinist  as 
Calvin  in  assigning  to  God  alone  the  > 
whole  work  of  our  salvation.  It  was  this 
message  of  “free  grace”  that  gave  his 
evangel  its  power. 

Now,  Wesley  was  not  the  kind  of 
blowhard  who  often  passes  himself  off  as 
an  evangelist  today.  He  was  deeply 
concerned  about  the  people  to  whom  he 
preached  and  their  needs.  He  also  felt  ’ 
that  they  must  be  organized  into  groups, 
or  else  his  preaching  was  only  preparing 
them  for  the  devil.  His  development  of 
these  institutional  forms  —  the  band,  the 
class,  the  conference,  the  class  leader,  . 
etc.  —  was  pretty  much  b’gosh  and 
b’golly.  He  was  “pragmatist"  not  only  in 
getting  his  message  across  but  using  any 
form  that  suited  his  missional  purpose 
no  matter  how  irregular  it  was  by 
established  standards.  He  felt  that  his 
experience  and  message  of  salvation  by 
grace  alone  demanded  that  he  bring  all 
of  the  oppressed  and  excluded  people  into 
the  church  universal,  and  to  do  it  by  any 
means  consistent  with  that  gospel. 

We  can  see,  then,  that  Wesley  was  not 
only  “functional"  in  his  view  of  the 
church,  but  more  specifically, 
“missional”  in  his  thrust.  Methodism  is  a 
missional  church  at  heart,  and  our  crisis 
is  partly  that  we  have  turned  away  from 
mission  toward  localism,  an 
unecumenical  denominationalism  and  a 
defensive  maintenance  of  existing 
structures.  These  are  sweeping 
generalizations,  I  realize,  but  there  is 
enough  evidence  to  support  the  thesis. 
There  are  plenty  of  healthy  local  ; 
churches,  but  at  the  denominational  level 
we  need  to  ask  what  our  reason  for  being 
is.  In  other  words,  what  does  it  mean  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  "stir  up 
grace"  in  our  time? 

It  would  be  decidedly  “un-Methodist" 
for  any  of  us  to  think  that  we  can  renew 
the  mission  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  simply  by  “getting  back"  to 
Wesley  or  the  heyday  of  the  world 
mission  movement  under  John  R.  Mott. 
They  provided  missional  thrust  in  their 
own  time  and  under  different  conditions 
from  ours,  but  we  should  not  glorify  “the 
former  times,”  as  Wesley  put  it  in  a 
sermon  of  that  title.  Prophetic  and 
pastoral  leadership  must  face  a  new 
situation  that  is  characterized  by 
nationalistic  anticolonialism,  disparities 
in  wealth,  oppression  and  injustice  and 
all  that  goes  along  with  that.  We  must 
also  be  more  repentant  for  our  own 
involvement  in  these  injustices  and 
reject  the  triumphalism  that  char¬ 
acterized  much  of  our  earlier  missionary 
successes.  We  are  to  bring  forth  the 
fruits  worthy  of  our  repentance. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  we  cannot  leave 
the  work  of  mission  to  God  alone  but  we 
must  do  our  part.  We  must  be  “thinking 
pragmatists.”  Grace  alone  gives  us  the 
freedom  for  mission,  but  we  need  to  stir 
it  up  sufficiently  on  the  great  issues  of  the 
day  —  both  in  our  own  communities  and 
in  the  ecumenical  church  —  to  create  a 
missional  consensus. 

Rightly  understood,  a  United 
Methodist  need  not  be  ashamed  of  being 
a  "pragmatist,”  though  I  personally 
dislike  the  confusion  and  negative 
connotations  of  the  term.  I  would  use 
instead  a  term  the  bishops  coined  in  one 
of  their  episcopal  addresses:  we  are  a 
creative  church.  It  rings  true  to  what 
Methodists  have  been  in  the  face  of 
crises:  a  people  responding  not  out  of 
defensive  anxiety,  but  in  the 
consciousness  of  creative  empowerment 
through  grace  freely  given. 

This  week's 
contributor.  David  McCreary,  lives  in 
Claremont,  California  and  is  a  member1 
of  the  Nebraska  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"Here  1  Stand,”  UMR.  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


John  Lovelace 

United  Methodist  minister  1  had 
interviewed  there  sent  assurances  of  his 
love  and  his  prayers.  My  dad  responded 
with  a  brief  smile  of  acknowledgement 
and  a  few  tears  of  appreciation. 

After  my  article  based  on  the  interview 
with  John  Adams  appeared,  I  mailed 
courtesy  copies  to  him  with  a  note 
expressing  again  my  appreciation  for  his 
sharing  his  time  and  my  continuing 
admiration  for  his  ongoing  ministry.  I 
told  him  that  I  had  relayed  his  message 
to  my  father 

One  week  later  I  received  a  letter  from 
John  Adams.  It  reads,  in  part,  “I 
sincerely  pray  that  your  father  has  been 
given  some  greater  relief  from  pain.  I 
know  that  the  love  with  which  he  is 
surrounded  by  all  of  you  and  by  God’s 
spirit  is  a  very  great  comfort." 

“I  must  report  that  the  bone  scan  that  1 
said  I  was  to  have  in  a  couple  of  days 
after  we  were  together  brought  more 
negative  information.  The  doctor  shook 
his  head  and  simply  told  me  —  ‘It’s 
worse.’  So  it  feels,  as  well.  But  I'm  still 
able  to  minister  and  though  I  don’t  feel 
great,  I  am  grateful!" 

Of  such,  I  thought  as  I  folded  the  letter, 
is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Indeed  John 
Adams  was  “still  able  to  minister"  to  my 
family  and  to  me  through  the  written 
word,  despite  his  own  illness  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  which  separate  us 

My  father,  surrounded  by  love,  died 
peacefully  at  his  home  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  at  11  a  m.  Oct.  21. 

For  all  the  saints,  who  from  their  labors 
rest ;  Who  thee,  by  faith,  be/ore  the 
world  confessed.  Thy  name.  O 
Jesus,  be  forever  blest. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

-JOHN  LOVELACE 


GIVE 

A  CHILD 

A  SMILE 


Christmas,  Easter  and  other  holidays 
roll  around  without  Joy  for  millions 
of  the  world’s  children.  In  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean,  many 
children  cannot  be  fully  joyful  and 
celebrative.  They  lack  proper  nutri¬ 
tion  and  opportunities  for  recreation. 
Innovative  programs  Buch  as  the  Open 
Patio  program  in  Argentina  provide 
children  with  reasons  to  smile:  love, 
care,  food  and  Christian  nurture. 

A  gift  through  the  Advance  will  help 
put  a  smile  on  some  child’s  face. 
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UM 6 supreme  court  ’  decides  major  cases: 


‘Global  Ministries  violated 
church  law  in  Mississippi’ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
and  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editors 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  -  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  "supreme  court”  unanimously 
ruled  here  last  Saturday  that  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  vio¬ 
lated  church  law  with  its  highly  disputed 
involvement  in  Mississippi  last  winter. 

Before  the  court  could  even  release  its 
opinion,  top  Global  Ministries  officials 
were  faced  with  yet  another  crisis  over 
the  agency’s  support  of  former  Tchula, 
Miss.,  mayor  Eddie  James  Carthan. 

The  officials  learned  in  mid-week  that 
approximately  a  dozen  demonstrators 
outside  the  courtroom  where  Mr. 
Carthan  is  being  tried  for  murder  have 
claimed  to  represent  Global  Ministries. 
They  also  claimed  to  have  had  their 
transportation  from  around  the  country 
paid  by  Global  Ministries. 

Global  Ministries  officials  announced 
on  Friday  that  they  had  suspended  sev¬ 
eral  staff  members,  pending  further 
investigation  of  the  unauthorized 
expenditure  of  funds. 

These  latest  funds  —  as  those  granted 
last  winter  —  were  given  without 
consulting  with  the  bishop  and  council  on 
ministries  of  the  area,  as  is  required  by 
church  law. 

Staff  persons 
suspended  over  new 
irregularity  in 
support  of  former 
mayor  Eddie 
Carthan. 

At  least  some  of  the  as-yet-undisclosed- 
number  of  suspended  staff  members 
were  involved  with  the  $3,000  and  $8,000 
grants  last  winter.  Agency  involvement 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Carthan  —  who  has 
been  convicted  of  two  other  felonies  — 
was  roundly  supported  by  the  directors 
of  Global  Ministries  at  their  meeting  in 
New  York  two  weeks  ago  (see  Reporter, 
Oct.  29). 

Meanwhile,  church  leaders  at  all  levels 
in  the  North  Mississippi  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  were  telling  the  Reporter  last  week 
that  many  United  Methodists  in  their 
area  were  in-  a  state  of  near-rebellion 
ovet-  {he  latest  fililding  revelation  and  the 
Global  Ministries  directors’  resolutions 
two  weeks  ago. 

Those  resolutions  included  a  request  of 
the  Mississippi  governor  to  pardon  Mr. 
Carthan  on  one  of  his  convictions  which 
has  been  upheld  by  the  state  Supreme 
Court.  The  directors  also  said  the 
prosecutions  of  Mr.  Carthan,  a  black 
man,  are  a  symbol  of  racism  and  poli¬ 
tical  repression. 

Daily  newspapers  in  Mississippi  were 
running  stories  last  week  about  some 
United  Methodists  organizing  to  per¬ 
suade  as  many  churches  as  possible  to 
stop  sending  money  to  non-local  United 
Methodist  programs. 

Probably  nobody  was  caught  more  off¬ 
guard  by  the  latest  irregular  funding 
revelations  than  Bishop  C.-P.  Minnick  of 
Mississippi. 

Thursday  morning,  he  sent  a  letter  to 
'  every  UM  pastor  in  Mississippi.  In  it,  he 
tried  to  cool  the  passions  that  had  been 
heating  up  for  a  week  since  the  Global 
Ministries  directors  met.  He  told  them 
that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  chief  of  Global 
Ministries’  National  Division,  which  is 
directly  responsible  in  this  episode.  Dr. 
Bideaux  assured  the  bishop  that  he  was 
pommitted  to  consultation  before 
spending  more  money  on  a  program  in 
the  area,  Bishop  Minnick  wrote. 

In  the  Thursday  letter,  the  bishop  also 
said  he  had  been  assured  that  no  funds 
were  currently  being  considered  for  use 
in  the  county  where  Tchula  is  located. 

But  when  the  bishop  returned  home 


Thursday  evening  after  testifying  before 
the  Judicial  Council  (the  denomination’s 
highest  court)  about  last  winter’s 
funding,  he  had  a  phone  call  from  Global 
Ministries  officials  telling  him  that  more 
funds  already  had  been  spent. 

They  said  they  did  not  know  about  the 
expenditure  until  the  day  before. 

According  to  the  UM  press  spokesman 
in  Mississippi,  Bishop  Minnick  expressed 
strong  protest  to  Dr.  Bideaux  at  the  way 
his  letter  had  within  a  few  hours  been 
made  false  by  Global  Ministries  actions. 

The  next  morning,  Global  Ministries 
officials  called  the  bishop  to  tell  him  of 
the  suspension  of  staff  members.  How¬ 
ever,  those  members  will  continue  to 
draw  their  salaries,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  chief  executive. 

Global  Ministries  officials  attending 
the  meeting  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  which 
evaluates  agencies'  performance,  held  a 
press  conference  later  Friday. 

Dr.  Nugent  said  that  steps  have  been 
taken  to  recover  United  Methodist  funds 
given  to  or  spent  on  persons  falsely 
representing  the  agency  at  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  rally  for  Mr.  Carthan.  He  declined 
to  say  how  much  money  was  involved. 

The  only  suspended  person  named  was 
the  Rev.  John  Jordan,  who  heads  the 
Mission  Leadership  Program  Unit.  The 
United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services 
office,  which  includes  projects  all  over 
the  country,  is  related  to  the  unit  which 
Mr.  Jordan  headed.  Those  duties  have 
been  transferred  to  another  office,  Mr. 
Nugent  said. 

All  staff  related  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Voluntary  Service  office  were  also 
suspended.  The  head  of  that  office  is 
Sheila  Collins  who  has  been  intimately 
involved  for  more  than  a  year  in  the 
national  campaign  to  raise  money  for 
Mr.  Carthan’s  defense  and  to  secure  a 
pardon. 

Dr.  Nugent  said  appropriate  personnel 
and  policy  actions  will  be  developed  to 
assure  future  compliance  with  require¬ 
ments  to  consult  with  local  church  of¬ 
ficials. 

That  assurance  has  been  given  several 
times  by  Global  Ministries  officials 
since  the  controversy  over  its  funding 
first  erupted  last  April. 

Last  June,  Dr.  Bideaux  sent  letters  to 
all  bishops  detailing  strengthened  proce¬ 
dures  for  assuring  that  advance  consul¬ 
tation  takes  place. 

One  new  written  rule  was:  Staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  told  that  when  they  sign 
money  vouchers  they  are  guaranteeing 
that  they  have  fulfilled  their  consultation 
obligations 

Bishop  Minnick,  in  a  press  statement, 
said  he  was  "shocked  and  disappointed” 
over  the  latest  incident  because  the 
National  Division  and  the  North  Missis¬ 
sippi  conference  had  been  "in  a  process 
of  real  reconciliation  for  the  sake  of  the 
mission.” 

He  said  he  knew  from  conversations 
with  Global  Ministries  and  division  offi¬ 
cials  that  what  happened  "was  not  board 
action  but  the  action  of  certain  staff  per¬ 
sons.”  The  bishop  said  he  believes  the 
division  has  started  a  process  to  correct 
the  situation  and  expressed  trust  and 
confidence  in  Global  Ministries  and  divi¬ 
sion  leadership. 


‘Consultation’ 
defined  and 
required. 

The  Judicial  Council’s  ruling  on  Satur¬ 
day  lent  special  importance  to  the  imme¬ 
diate  action  by  Global  Ministries  offi¬ 
cials. 

Those  officials  had  been  claiming  that 
although  they  thought  consultation  was  a 
good  idea,  they  didn’t  feel  church  law 
required  consultation  when  money  is 
given  to  a  program,  project  or  cause  that 


is  not  controlled  by  the  board  and  which 
has  a  national  character. 

That  was  Global  Ministries’  chief  de¬ 
fense  last  Thursday  when  representa¬ 
tives  appeared  before  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  to  face  charges  brought  by  the  North 
Mississippi  Annual  Conference  con¬ 
cerning  the  grants  last  winter. 

The  court’s  ruling  has  wide  implica¬ 
tions  for  United  Methodists  throughout 
the  church.  The  court  stated  that  even 
though  an  organization  may  also  be 
receiving  funding  nationally,  a  UM 


agency  grant  to  it  must  be  preceded  by 
consultation  if  the  impact  will  be  focused 
in  a  particular  locale. 

The  court  also  said  that  "consultation” 
is  more  than  mentioning  to  area  church 
leaders  that  funding  of  a  program  in 
their  area  may  be  considered.  "Consulta¬ 
tion,'  the  court  stated,  "is  an  exchange  of 
ideas  even  though  they  may  not  be  in 
agreement.”  That  has  been  the  definition 
since  1954,  the  court  noted. 

The  court  rejected  Global  Ministries 
claims  made  in  response  to  court 
questioning  that  conversations  about  the 
Carthan  cases  with  leaders  other  than 
those  specified  by  church  law  constituted 
a  kind  of  consultation.  "There  is  no 
indication  that  funding  was  discussed.” 

The  five-page  opinion  does  not  dictate 
what  Global  Ministries  must  do  now  that 
the  grants  last  winter  have  been  found  to 
have  been  given  in  violation  of  church 
law. 


6No  prohibition  against 
Conference  placing 
homosexual  minister’ 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (UMNS)  -  Nothing 
in  United  Methodist  church  law  prohibits 
ordination  of  a  homosexual  person,  the 
denomination’s  highest  court  ruled 
unanimously  here  on  Oct.  30. 

Because  the  UMC’s  General 
Conference  (which  meets  every  four 
years)  has  not  addressed  the  question 
directly,  the  final  decision  on  specific 
ministerial  candidates  rests  with  the 
annual  conference,  the  “supreme  court” 


This  mother  and  infant  daughter  at  a  church-sponsored  nutrition  center  in  Haiti  are  among  the  millions  of  the  world’s  people 
who  suffer  from  malnutrition. 

Many  Christians  worldwide  have  been  making  special  efforts  to  insure  that  commercial  baby  milk  products  not  contribute  to 
children’s  malnutrition  problems  by  putting  pressure  on  the  manufacturers  of  infant  formula  to  reform  their  marketing  practices 
and  to  encourage  breast-feeding. 

A  United  Methodist  council,  authorized  to  speak  for  the  church,  voted  this  week  to  keep  the  UMC  out  of  the  boycott  of  Nestle 
Corporation  products.  Nestle,  the  largest  manufacturer,  the  council  determined,  has  taken  significant  steps  to  protect  the  health 
of  babies.  religious  news  service  photo 

UMC  stance:  no  Nestle  boycott 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON,  Ohio  -  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  as  a  denomination,  will 
refrain  from  participating  in  the  boycott 
of  the  Nestle  Corporation’s  products  "at 
this  moment  in  history.” 

That  was  the  decision  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  at  its  annual 
meeting  here  Oct.  28.  The  council  acted 
on  recommendation  of  a  nine-person  task 
force  which  it  established  two  years  ago 
to  study  the  global  issue  of  infant  formula 
marketing  practices  (see  Reporter,  Sept 
24). 

This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time  that 
a  body  other  than  the  General 
Conference  has  set  official  denomina¬ 
tional  policy,  certainly  on  a  matter  so 
controversial  as  the  Nestle  boycott.  The 
General  Conference  rejected  requests 
that  the  denomination  join  the  boycott  in 
1980  and,  instead,  asked  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  to  establish  United 
Methodist  policy. 

Until  the  Oct.  28  vote  the  official 
denominational  attitude  toward  the 
boycott  had  been  one  of  neutrality.  Two 
general  agencies  and  30  of  75  annual 
conferences  nonetheless  had  endorsed 
the  boycott.  The  general  council  action 
here  thus  places  those  agencies  and 
conferences  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
new  denominational  policy. 

The  UMC’s  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference,  which  has  endorsed  the 
boycott,  had  announced  earlier  that  it  is 
calling  a  two-day  meeting  in  December 
in  Chicago  for  representatives  of  the 
annual  conferences  and  the  general 
agencies  —  the  Board  of  Global 


People  in  the  news  . . . 


‘God  let  me  see  the  need’ 

Phyllis  Rames.a  United  Methodist 
laywoman  from  Vandalia,  Ill.,  was 
honored  Oct.  20  as  national 
"Volunteer  of  the  Year”  by  the 
American  Health  Care  Association. 

Mrs.  Rames  was  heralded  for  her 
work  with  nursing  home  residents  and 
shut-in  persons. 


Mrs.  Rames  told  the  Reporter  she  60  t0  70  elderly 


with  the  idea  of  a  weekly  social  time 
for  the  residents  of  the  three  nursing 
homes  and  for  other  shut-in  elderly 
persons  in  her  community.  The 
program,  which  officially  began  in 
October  of  1979,  is  called  Evergreen 
Outreach. 

The  two-hour 
program  serves 


l 


first  became  interested  in  an  outreach 
ministry  to  nursing  home  residents 
when  her  own  mother  entered  a 
nursing  home. 

"A  major  problem  with  the  homes 
is  that  there  is  little  activity  for  the 
residents  once  they  get  there,”  Mrs. 
Rames  said.  "Unless  they  have 
relatives  living  nearby  who  are 
willing  to  take  them  out  shopping  or 
visit  them,  nursing  home  residents 
are  stuck  in  a  ‘waiting-to-die’  place 
with  no  sense  of  belonging.” 

In  the  spring  of  1979  Mrs.  Rames 
visited  a  Methodist  minister  and  his 
family  in  Leicester,  England,  and 
became  involved  in  two  out-reach 
programs  at  their  church.  When  she 
returned  to  Vandalia,  she  hit  her 
council  on  ministries  at  First  UMC 


persons  every 
Monday  after¬ 
noon,  providing 
games,  sports, 
sing-alongs,  a  de¬ 
votional  and  fel- 


Phyllis  Rames 


lowship  for  otherwise  forgotten  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community. 

Mrs.  Rames  said  the  main  purpose 
of  the  program,  funded  by  First  UMC 
and  private  donations,  is  to  renew  a 
sense  of  self-esteem  and  belonging  in 
senior  citizens.  The  program  is 
staffed  by  more  than  30  volunteers 
from  several  area  churches. 

"I  think  my  experience  in  England 
and  my  personal  ordeal  of  having  my 
mother  in  a  nursing  home  was  God’s 
way  of  pushing  me  to  this  kind  of 
involvement,”  she  said.  “It’s 


something  that’s  needed  in  every 
community  but  so  often  we  just  don’t 
see  it.  God  let  me  see  the  need  and  is 
helping  me  do  something  positive,” 
she  added. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

1st  UM  woman  to  preach 
series 

The  Rev.  Carol  Matteson  Cox, 
pastor  of  Fordham  United  Methodist 
Church,  Bronx,  New  York,  will  be  the 
1984  preacher  on  the  12-week  United 
Methodist  segment  of  the  "Protestant 
Hour”  radio  program. 

Ms.  Cox  will  be  the  first  woman  to 
preach  on  the  program  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  radio  series,  in 
its  37th  year,  is  broadcast  on  about  500 
stations  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  choice  of  the  speaker  in  1984, 
the  bicentennial  year  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  was  made  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Communication  (United 
Methodist  Communications)  at  its 
meeting  Oct.  22-24  in  Lake  Forest,  Ill 
Ms.  Cox  was  chosen  from  among  33 
persons  whose  sermons  were 
submitted  in  tape  and  outline  form. 


Ministries  and  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  —  which  have  endorsed  the 
boycott.  That  meeting  is  expected  to  hear 
spokespersons  from  the  infant  formula 
task  force  and  from  several  non- 
denominational  groups  that  continue 
to  press  the  boycott  and  to  develop 
strategies  for  what  the  boycotting 
conferences  and  agencies  should  do  next. 

Several  other  denominations  and  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  also 
support  the  boycott. 

The  vote  to  refrain  from  the  boycott 
"at  this  moment  in  history”  was  adopted 
overwhelmingly  following  a  report  by  the 
task  force  chairman,  the  Rev.  Phil 
Wogaman. 

A  second  recommendation  asks  those 
general  agencies  and  annual  conferences 
which  participate  in  the  Nestle  boycott  to 
“re-examine  their  position  and  consider 
concluding  their  participation  in  the 
boycott.”  An  attempt  to  remove  annual 
conferences  from  this  request  was 
defeated.  Each  general  agency 
participating  in  the  boycott  is  required  to 
provide  the  task  force  with  the  “criteria 
which  inform  that  action  as  well  as  the 
conditions  required  to  end  their 
participation  in  the  boycott.” 

The  task  force  was  told  to  continue 
discission  with  Nestle  and  with  that 
company’s  critics,  particularly  those 
who  continue  to  boycott  the  Swiss-based 
firm.  The  task  force  is  also  directed  to 
continue  to  monitor  Nestle’s  actual 
practice  throughout  the  world.  The  task 
force  is  instructed  that  if  before  General 
Conference  1984  it  becomes  evident  that 
Nestle  has  not  been  dealing  in  "good 
laith,  ’  it  is  to  recommend  that  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  “call  for  a 
full-scale  boycott  of  the  Nestle  Company 
by  the  United  Methodist  Church.”  "Good 
faith"  in  the  resolution  was  defined  to 
mean  "documentation  and  implemen¬ 
tation  of,  and  further  promotion  of  the 
World  Health  Organization  international 
code  on  marketing  of  babymilk 
products.” 

Representatives  of  both  the  Northern 
Illinois  Conference  and  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  told  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  that  they 
have  evidence  that  Nestle  continues  to 
violate  the  so-called  WNO  code  in  Third 
World  countries.  Dr.  Wogaman 
countered  that  the  task  force  had  been 
surprised  to  learn  that  the  Global 
Ministries  Board  did  not  have  “a  pool  of 
data  (on  this  subject)  gathered  from  the 
field.”  If  such  data  exists,  added  Dr. 
Wogaman,  "it  is  long  since  overdue  to  be 
sent  to  the  task  force.” 

The  heart  of  the  Nestle  matter,  he  went 
on.  is  that  the  company  is  willing  to  make 
changes  in  its  marketing  practices.  He 
attributed  that  willingness  to  a  shakeup 
in  the  top  level  of  Nestle  management,  a 
"vulnerability”  which  Nestle  has  placed 
itself  in  by  sharing  privileged  material 
with  the  task  force  and  others,  and  the 
company’s  establishment  of  an 
independent  "audit  commission”  to 
measure  the  company  practices.  Dr. 
Wogaman  and  another  member  of  the 


United  Methodist  task  force  are  on  that 
audit  commission,  and  he  said  that  a  vote 
by  any  one,  two  or  three  members  of  that 
commission  "could  blow  the  whistle”  on 
anything  Nestle  wants  to  do  if  it  reneges 
on  compliance  with  the  world  marketing 
code. 

“If  I  felt  that  this  adoption  (of  the  task 
force  recommendations)  would  remove 
the  pressure  from  Nestle,”  Dr.  Woga¬ 
man  said,  "we  would  never  have  recom¬ 
mended  it.  In  some  ways,  with  the  threat 
of  the  boycott,  we  have  had  more 
leverage  with  Nestle  than  have  those  who 
played  their  cards  and  joined  the  boy¬ 
cott.  Our  position  is  that  we  should  keep 
that  pressure  very  much  in  play.” 

The  task  force  has  also  been  in  dia¬ 
logue  with  three  American  manufactur¬ 
ers  of  infant  formula  —  Wyeth  Labo¬ 
ratories.  Rose  Laboratories,  and  Mead 
Johnson.  Dr.  Wogaman  described  those 
conversations  as  "cordial  and  open”  and 
said  those  companies  have  made 
"significant  changes  in  policy  and  prac¬ 
tice”  in  the  direction  of  compliance  with 
the  WHO/UNICEF  code.  The  General 
Council  on  Ministries  directed  the  task 
force  to  continue  dialogues  with  those 
companies. 


of  the  church  stated. 

In  analyzing  an  appeal  from  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference,  the  nine- 
member  court  said  it  was  aware  of  a 
statement  in  the  church’s  Social 
Principles  which  says  the  church 
considers  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
“incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

The  court  stated:  "We  are  sensitive  to 
the  issues  and  concerns  involved.  Our 
authority,  though,  is  to  interpret  the 
existing  law  of  the  church.” 

Nothing  in  the  526  pages  of  church  law 
following  the  Social  Principles  in  the 
UMC’s  Book  of  Discipline  makes  "same 
sex  orientation  a  disqualification  for 
ordination,”  the  court  stated. 

“Par.  424  of  the  1980  Discipline 
specifically  outlines  requirements  for 
admission  into  full  connection  in  the 
annual  conference,”  the  court  stated. 
"There  are  footnote  references  to 
(Judicial  Council)  Decisions  157  and  344 
which  further  support  the  authority  of 
the  annual  conference.  In  none  of  these 
paragraphs  is  any  reference  made  to  a 
candidate’s  sexual  orientation.” 

The  court  said  the  General  Conference 
has  the  power  to  establish  such 
standards  for  ministry  if  it  choses.  An 
annual  conference  may  not  add  nor  sub¬ 
tract  from  the  requirements  set  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  court  stated. 

The  controversial  issue  before  the 
Judicial  Council  stemmed  from  a  ruling 
at  the  1982  session  by  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley  Jr.  at  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference.  In  that  ruling,  the 
bishop  said  that  an  annual  conference 
has  the  right  to  decide  whether  an 
individual  is  eligible  for  ordination  and 
full  membership  in  the  conference. 
Bishop  Wheatley,  in  the  fall  of  1981,  had 
appointed  an  avowed  homosexual  to  a 
parish  in  Denver. 

In  sustaining  Bishop  Wheatley’s 
ruling,  the  church's  highest  court  ruled 
indecision  No.  513: 

"A  probationary  member  who  meets 
the  requirements  of  the  Discipline  is 
eligible  for  ordination  The  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  in  the  Annual 
Conference  makes  inquiry  as  to  the 
fitness  of  the  candidates  for  election  to 
full  membership,  including  their 
educational  and  personal  preparation 
and  the  other  requirements  of  the 
Discipline.  These  requirements  do  not 
refer  to  sexual  orientation.  The  Annual 
Conference  decides  whether  to  ordain 
eligible  persons  and  admit  them  to  full 
membership.” 

The  decision  here  was  in  accord  with 
another  handed  down  in  1979  which  held 
that  any  minister  who  holds  full 
membership  in  an  annual  conference  is 
eligible  for  appointment 


Correction 

An  article  in  the  Oct  29  issue  of  the 
Reporter  headlined  "UM  agency 
reaffirms  boycott  stand”  by  Sharon 
Mielke,  was  in  error  in  that  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  took 
no  official  action  to  reaffirm  the  Nestle 
boycott. 

The  board  continues  to  support  the 
boycott,  but  a  motion  to  reaffirm  the 
boycott  and  forward  three  criteria  for 
ending  the  boycott  to  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  was  tabled  as  not  being  an 
appropriate  action  at  that  moment, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Tholin  of 
Evanston,  Ill.,  who  recommended  the 
motion  to  table. 

The  Reporter  regrets  this  error. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


invites  you 
on  a  special 

Holy  Land 
and 

Cairo,  Egypt  Tour 

February  16-25,  1983 
June  8-17,  1983 
October  1 2-21 ,  1 983 

A  small  group  of  us  will  visit  the  “Land  of  Jesus  ”  We  will  visit  the  Garden 
Tomb,  kneel  at  “the  rock”  in  Gethsemane,  tour  all  of  Jerusalem.  During  the 
stay,  we  "cover  the  country”  —  Sea  of  Galilee,  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Bethany, 
the  Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  Capernaum,  Mary’s  well,  Caesarea,  Cana  of 
Galilee,  and  so  many  other  places.  Just  the  reading  of  these  names  thrills  our 
hearts  —  actually  visiting  those  places  is  a  spiritual  blessing  and  an  experience 
one  will  always  cherish. 

This  is  a  DELUXE  tour  —  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  and  NO 
EXTRA  charges.  Most  important,  we  will  be  going  regularly  scheduled  air.  We 
like  this  much  better  than  a  "charter”  flight. 

Each  night  after  dinner,  Dr.  Allen  will  conduct  a  special  Holy  Land  worship 
service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  C.  Parker  will  co-host  the  tour. 

Departures  from  either  Houston  or  New  York. 


F or  complete  details,  please  write : 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
1320  Main  Street,  Houston,  Texas  77002 
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UM  mission  arm  joins  fight  on  intelligence  order 

Bv  SHARON  M1ELKE  V — J  Cd  guarantee  the  rights  of  U.S.  citizens.” 

Christian  leaders  say  president's  order  gives  FBI ,  CIA  free  rein 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  United  Methodism's  largest 
national  agency  has  joined  as  a  plaintiff  with  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  a  suit  against 
President  Reagan  which  challenges  the 
constitutionality  of  his  Executive  Order  (12333) 
regarding  the  government’s  intelligence 
organizations. 

The  Executive  Order,  issued  in  December  of 
1981,  replaced  a  1976  order  which  was  the  first 
effort  by  a  U.S.  President  to  write  guidelines  for 
the  activities  of  the  FBI  and  CIA,  according  to  a 
spokesman  for  the  CIA  in  Arlington,  Va. 

The  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
voted  unanimously  here  Oct.  22  to  join  the  suit 
which  alleges  that  the  President’s  order  is 
contrary  to  existing  law  and  seeks  an  injunction  to 
restrain  government  agencies  from  proceeding 
under  the  order. 

The  plaintiffs  allege  that  the  Executive  Order 
“delegates  to  the  Attorney  General  the  power  to 
authorize  warrantless  searches  and  other  forms  of 
surveillance  whenever  he  finds  that  the  target  is 
or  may  be  an  agent  of  a  foreign  power  or  a  source 
of  foreign  intelligence."  The  order  does  not  define 
“agent”  or  “source  of  foreign  intelligence.’’ 


Not  only  might  the  church  and  its  repre¬ 
sentatives  come  under  surveillance,  the  analysis 
continues,  “this  jeopardizes  our  relationships  with 
those  to  whom  we  relate  .  .  .  and  creates  a  reason¬ 
able  suspicion  that  persons  purporting  to  be  in 
mission  are,  instead,  intelligence  operatives  for 
the  U.S.’’ 

Dale  Petersen,  the  chief  of  media  relations  for 
the  CIA,  told  the  Reporter  that  if  the  suit  were 
successful  and  an  injunction  was  ordered,  “there 
would  be  no  guidelines  and  no  restrictions  on  the 
activities  of  the  FBI  and  CIA.’’  He  said  that 
without  the  President’s  order,  “there  is  only  a  1947 
statute  which  is  very  general  in  application.  ” 

Mr.  Petersen  said  “the  purpose  of  the  order  is 
not  to  give  the  agencies  carte  blanche  permission 
to  act  but  to  move  toward  a  middle  road  between 
the  legitimate  interests  of  intelligence  gathering 
and  the  rights  of  American  citizens.  ’’ 

The  intelligence  official  said  the  1976  classified 
guidelines  were  135  pages  long  and  became  a 
"tremendous  hindrance’’  to  intelligence  people 
confronted  with  trying  to  interpret  them.  He  said 


the  new  guidelines  are  simplified  to  30-35  pages 
“without  losing  any  important  considerations.” 

Specific  concerns  cited 

However,  the  plaintiffs  filing  suit  see  the  order 
in  a  less  benign  light.  Their  attorneys  allege  in  the 
complaint  that  the  order  is  of  particular  concern 
to  the  missions  agency  because  of  its  "responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  safety  and  effectiveness  of  mission 
personnel1  around  the  world  and  of  members  of 
colleague  churches  when  they  are  in  the  U.S. 
“Their  rights  could  be  violated  by  the  actions 
permitted  by  this  order,  their  ministries,  and  even 
lives,  could  be  seriously  jeopardized  if  they  are 
used,  or  seen  to  be  used,  by  U.S.  intelligence 
agencies.” 

The  mission  board  analysis  said  this  is  a  specific 
concern  because  “our  mandate  in  the  areas  of 
social  justice  bring  our  board  members  and  staff 
into  frequent  contact  with  activists  in  the  U.S.  and 
overseas,  with  representatives  of  foreign 
governments  and  liberation  movements. 

“All  of  this  brings  the  board  under  the  scrutiny 


of  the  U.S.  intelligence  system  in  regard  to  these 
legitimate  contacts  and  vulnerable  to  the  order’s 
provisions,”  the  analysis  states. 

The  board  noted  that  because  of  these  contacts, 
with  activists,  persons  or  groups,  board  members 
or  staff  persons  could  be  declared  an  “agent  of  a 
foreign  power”  or  a  “source”  of  foreign  intelli¬ 
gence  by  the  Attorney  General,  subjecting  them  to 
government  harassment. 

John  Stumbo,  a  Topeka,  Kans.  attorney  who 
serves  on  the  mission  board,  spoke  strongly  in 
favor  of  joining  the  suit.  “You  don’t  wait  for  the 
first  dog  to  bite;  you  sue  the  dog  in  advance,"  he 
said.  “We  must  act  beforehand.” 

Spokesman  seeks  to  allay  fears 

Mr.  Petersen  said  he  believes  these  fears  are 
unfounded.  “The  Executive  Order  properly  takes 
into  consideration  the  rights  of  privacy  of 
American  citizens,"  he  said.  “We  are  in  the 
business  of  looking  for  information  of  interest  to 
policymakers,  but  the  restrictions  in  the  order  on 
the  intelligence  agencies  are  adequate  to 


guarantee  the  rights  of 

However,  the  interest  of  the  global  mission 
agency  extends  beyond  U.S.  citizens  to  Methodists 
worldwide,  said  Peggy  Billings,  a  staff  member  of 
the  Women’s  Division.  Church  leaders  from 
abroad  are  members  of  the  board;  visitors  to 
board  meetings  normally  include  representatives 
from  Methodist  churches  in  other  countries,  many 
of  whom  may  make  statements  not  entirely 
appreciative  of  the  United  States  government  and 
its  relations  with  their  own  government 

Ms.  Billings  cited  the  recent  example  of  a 
Methodist  woman  from  Uruguay  traveling  in  the 
U.S.  with  a  World  Council  of  Churches’  visitation 
team.  She  is  allegedly  under  surveillance  here  by 
the  Uruguayan  government. 

The  board’s  decision  to  become  a  plaintiff  in  the 
suit  is  not  expected  to  entail  major  legal  expenses 
but  will  require  some  staff  time,  directors  were  told. 

Queried  as  to  why  the  suit  was  specifically 
against  the  President,  Frank  Deale,  the  attorney 
for  the  plaintiffs  in  the  suit  filed  June  30,  said  that 
was  the  only  way  to  address  the  matter.  He  added 
that  the  order  was  promulgated  without  the 
approval  of  Congress  and  that  the  order’s  pro¬ 
visions  were  rejected  by  Congress  on  civil  rights 
and  civil  liberties  grounds. 


TV  ministry 
plan  may 

be  readied 

LAKE  FOREST,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  After 
extended  and  often  agonizing  discussion 
here  Oct.  22-24,  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Communications 
set  a  goal  that  could  lead  to  a  United 
Methodist  ministry  in  television  in  the 
1985-88  quadrennium. 

Against  the  background  of  not  having 
reached  the  goal  of  $25  million  set  for  a 
“National  Television  Presence  and 
Ministry"  in  the  1981-84  period,  commis¬ 
sion  members  expressed  regret,  grief, 
concern,  frustration,  determination,  and 
optimism.  Then,  however,  facing  the 
question  of  whether  they  should  do  any¬ 
thing  in  the  next  four  year  church  cycle, 
the  commissioners  decided  “we  must  do 
something  or  abdicate  our  communica¬ 
tions  responsibility,”  as  some  said. 

Making  clear  there  is  no  plan  on  the 
drawing  board,  the  commission  adopted 
a  seven-step  course  which  might  lead  to  a 
plan  for  a  ministry  in  television  to  be 
presented  to  the  1984  General 
Conference.  The  plan  involves  creation 
of  a  television  task  force  which  will: 

•  Gather  information  from  the  church, 

•  ‘from  top  to  bottom ;  ’  ’ 

•  Formulate  a  plan  in  consultation  with 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  and  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration; 

•  Submit  the  plan  to  the  commission; 

•  Submit  the  plan  to  1983  sessions  of 
annual  conferences  for  reactions  ; 

•  Analyze  and  refine  the  plan  , 

•  Present  it  to  the  commission  for  final 
processing  in  the  fall  of  1983  and  to  the 
General  Conference  in  1984 

Another  part  of  the  data-gathering 
process  could  be  a  national  consultation 
of  church  leaders  about  a  ministry  in 
television.  The  commission  asked  Mr. 
Cappleman  to  discuss  with  GCOM 
officials  the  feasibility  of  a  grant  from 
World  Service  Contingency  Fund  to 
cover  expenses  of  such  a  consultation. 

The  commission  took  three  actions  in 
approving  the  design:  creating  the  14- 
member  task  force;  directed  that  the 
task  force  should  comprise  commission 
members  only. 
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For  over  30  years  we  have 
been  privileged  to  provide 
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furniture  for  new  and 
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UM  couple  fosters  42  children 

_ **  Rpnorter  Staff  Snecial 

V:  ifK9K9 


Carol  Mevis  and  husband.  Duane,  admire  their  42nd  foster 
child.  Emily,  who  was  recently  adopted. 

NAPERVILLESUN  PHOTO 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NAPERVILLE,  Ill.  —  As  foster  parents,  Carol  Mevis 
and  her  husband,  Duane,  a  United  Methodist  pastor,  have 
“had”  42  babies  during  the  last  10  years. 

Although  the  Mevises  know  from  the  outset  that  they 
must  eventually  give  up  the  children,  “the  hardest  part 
still  is  having  to  say  goodbye,"  Mrs.  Mevis  said. 

The  Mevises  were  licensed  as  foster  parents  10  years 
ago,  after  responding  to  a  plea  for  more  couples  to  provide 
foster  homes.  Since  then  the  couple  and  their  two  children 
have  cared  for  42  infants  awaiting  either  adoption  or 
return  to  their  biological  parents.  The  babies  —  usually 
just  days  old  —  stay  from  a  few  days  to  six  months,  Mrs. 
Mevis  told  the  Reporter.  “It’s  hard  not  to  get  attached.” 

But,  she  said,  the  constant  influx  of  children  leaves  little 
time  for  sadness.  "Sometimes,  if  there  is  no  baby  for  a 
week,  we’ll  still  imagine  baby  sounds  in  the  house,”  she 
said.  “Then  the  case  worker  will  call  and  say  ‘We’ve  got 
another  baby,’  and  the  process  starts  all  over.” 

The  Mevis  family  moved  to  this  Chicago  suburb  last 
year  from  Aurora,  Ill.,  where  Mr.  Mevis  had  served 
Bethany  UMC  for  eight  years.  He  now  serves  Wesley  UMC 
here. 

‘The  Mevises  have  two  teenagers,  Karen,  17  and  Dan, 
16,  who  help  out  with  the  feeding,  changing  and  baby¬ 
sitting,  Mrs.  Mevis  said.  “Our  kids  are  great  about 
helping.  It’s  really  become  a  family  project.” 

Most  of  the  babies,  all  from  the  Chicago  area,  are  born 
of  unwed  mothers  and  are  adopted  immediately  "by 
couples  who  have  been  waiting  for  a  long  time,”  she  said. 
“We  hate  to  lose  the  children  but  we  share  in  the  joy  of  the 
adoptive  parents.  One  couple  who  eventually  got  one  of 
our  babies  had  been  waiting  four  years.  You  can’t  imagine 
the  joy  they  felt  and  we  felt  when  they  finally  got  their 
daughter,"  she  said. 

Mrs.  Mevis,  daughter  of  a  former  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  pastor,  said  her  Christian  background  has  had  a 
strong  influence  on  her  commitment  to  her  foster 
children.  “Caring  for  children  is  a  big  part  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian  community,”  she  told  the 
Reporter.  “From  the  day  we  are  born  we  need  love  and 
nurturing.  We  need  to  be  touched.  It’s  a  special  feeling  to 
know  I’ve  played  that  kind  of  nurturing  role  during  the 
first  daysof  a  person’s  life.”  —  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Final  approval  given 
mission  board  changes 


Retiring  president’s  last  report 

Publishing  house  growth,  sales  soar 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  Giving  his 
last  fiscal  year  report  as  President  and 
Publisher,  John  E.  Procter  said  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Publishing  House  showed 
record  sales  and  operating  revenues. 

Mr.  Procter,  who  will  retire  next  year, 
told  the  45-member  governing  board  of 
the  Publishing  House  that  net  sales  of 
products  and  services  reached  $64.7 
million,  an  increase  of  $5.1  million  over 
the  previous  year.  Net  operating  revenue 
was  $1.5  million,  an  increase  of  $455,747. 
The  House  operates  on  a  fiscal  year 
ending  July  31. 

Total  net  revenue,  which  includes 
revenue  from  operations,  investments 
and  sale  of  capital  assets,  was  $3,089,710. 
Of  this  amount,  the  board  allocated 
$2,289,710  for  future  growth,  expansion 
and  operational  needs  and  the  balance  of 
$800,000  to  the  clergy  pension  funds  of  the 
church’s  annual  conferences.  Since  1941, 
more  than  $28  million  has  been  allocated 
for  the  pension  programs. 

The  board  approved  a  budget  of  $70.6 
million  for  the  1982-83  fiscal  year. 

Mr  Procter,  64,  has  served  as  an 
employee  of  the  Publishing  House  for  42 
years,  the  last  12  as  President  and 
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successor.  In  his  report  to  the  board, 
Ewing  Werlein,  Jr.,  who  chairs  the 
board,  said  1,600  letters  had  been  mailed 
soliciting  recommendations  for  the  post. 
Thus  far,  he  said  approximately  30 
names  have  been  offered.  The  committee 
does  not  expect  to  have  a  recommen¬ 
dation  to  submit  to  the  board  before  its 
next  meeting  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  March 
29-30.  Mr.  Procter  has  announced  that  he 
will  step  aside  as  soon  as  a  replacement 
is  named,  or  no  later  than  August  1, 1963. 

During  sessions  of  the  two-day  board 
meeting,  the  Rev.  H.  Claude  Young,  Jr., 
new  editor  of  church  school  publications, 
reported  that  curriculum  sales  were  up 
for  the  last  four  consecutive  quarters,  the 
first  time  that  has  happened  in  18  years. 

He  said  a  Hispanic  is  expected  to  be 
named  soon  to  a  newly-created  position 
as  director  of  ethnic  minority  language 
resources. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  P.  Patterson,  book 
editor  and  editorial  director  of  general 
publishing,  reported  that  107  book  titles 
were  published  during  the  year, 
including  "An  Illustrated  Life  of  Jesus," 
featuring  selections  from  the  National 
Gallery  of  Arts.  “Publisher’s  Weekly"  has 
called  the  book  "a  feast  for  the  eye  and 
spirit." 

Mr.  Patterson  reported  that  research 
has  begun  in  cooperation  with  the  Board 


CORRECTION 

In  the  October  15.  1982  Issue  of  L'MR  the  World  s 
Children  ad  did  not  have  the  address  for  responses 
Direct  all  correspondence  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey. 
Director.  World's  Children.  Inc..  P.  O.  Box  2979. 
Winter  Haven.  Florida  33880. 
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NASHVILLE  —  John  E.  Procter,  president  and  publisher  of  the  Lnited  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  was  honored  last  week  by  more  than  425  chorch  and  community 
leaders  during  a  dinner  al  The  Opry land  Hotel  here.  Mr.  Procter.  64.  has  served  as  an 
employee  of  the  Publishing  House  for  42  years,  the  last  12  as  president  and  publisher 
A  search  is  underway  for  his  successor.  Mr.  Procter  said  he  wtll  step  as.de  as  soon  as 
a  replacement  is  named,  or  not  later  than  Aug.  1,  1983.  umph  photo 

Publisher.  A  search  is  underway  for  a  of  Discipleship  to  determine  what  might 


be  included  in  a  new  hymnal  for  the 
denomination.  A  progress  report  will  be 
given  to  the  1984  General  Conference. 

He  also  reported  that  major  attention 
is  being  given  to  non-print  media.  The 
first  videotape  experiment  will  be  a 
series  of  12  programs  for  workers  with 
youth  to  be  produced  next  spring. 

Another  unit  of  the  house  is  experi¬ 
menting  with  videotape  by  producing  a 
cassette  dealing  with  common  values  in 
Native  American  and  Christian  religion. 

The  board  expressed  openness  to  a 
major  Wesley  Works  Project  but  said  the 
32-volume  effort  “is  clearly  beyond  any 
available  funds  that  the  house  has  for 
subsidized  projects,  and,  therefore  must 
be  a  project  of  the  whole  church.” 

Communications 
head  to  resign 

LAKE  FOREST,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  The 
chief  executive  of  United  Methodism’s 
central  communications  agency  told  the 
directors  here  Oct.  23  he  plans  to  leave 
bis  position  by  the  end  of  1984. 

'  The  Rev.  Curtis  A.  Chambers,  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Communication  (United  Methodist 
Communications  or  UMCom),  said  that 
when  the  commission  has  decided  what 
kind  of  executive  it  needs,  it  should  begin 
a  search  for  the  "kind  of  leadership  the 
church,  the  communication  task  and  the 
times  demand."  He  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  new  general  secretary  could 
begin  work  no  later  than  the  end  of  1984 
and  perhaps  sooner. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DAYTON,  Ohio  —  The  extraordinary 
report,  debate  and  action  on  the  Nestle 
boycott  (see  story  on  another  page)  was 
only  one  of  two  unprecedented  items  on 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  agenda 
here  Oct.  26-30. 

The  other  was  a  final  concurring  and 
unanimous  vote  on  a  detailed  plan 
seeking  greater  administrative  and 
structural  flexibility  in  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (for  details 
see  Reporter,  Oct.  29) . 

The  plan  had  been  developed  by  two 
committees  of  10  each  from  the  two 
general  agencies. 

The  general  council’s  president. 
Bishop  Dwight  E.  Loder,  said  he  believes 
this  is  the  first  time  that  a  General 
Conference  has  authorized  a  general 
agency  to  be  restructured  between 
sessions  of  General  Conferences. 

A  timetable  adopted  by  both  the 
missions  board  and  the  GCOM  envisions 
having  the  re-shaped  board  in  place  by 

Board  eyes 
ans  to  boost 
attendance 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE  —  In  a  continued  effort  to 
bolster  United  Methodist  Sunday  school 
and  worship  attendance,  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  approved  two  new 
plans  of  action  at  its  recent  meeting. 

The  board’s  "church  school  extension 
emphasis”  was  debated  after  research 
reports  by  the  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman 
were  presented.  Mr.  Hartman  said  that 
more  than  2,200  United  Methodist 
congregations  have  no  organized  Sunday 
school.  In  one  annual  conference,  Mr. 
Hartman  said  the  member  drop-out  rate 
among  churches  without  Sunday  schools 
was  six  times  that  of  churches  with 
organized  Sunday  school  programs. 

The  board  subsequently  voted  to  hire  a 
staff  person  to  help  congregations  develop 
new  church  school  programs,  as  well  as 
to  strengthen  existing  programs.  This 
could  include  organizing  church  schools 
outside  the  walls  of  the  local  church  and 
at  times  other  than  Sunday  morning  as 
needed  in  a  given  community. 

In  order  to  increase  membership  and 
worship  attendance,  the  evangelism 
section  proposed  a  "second  Sunday” 
strategy.  The  Rev.  George  Hunter,  head 
of  the  section,  explained  that  local 
churches  would  create  a  special  "visitor’s 
Sunday”  each  month  and  invite  guests  for 
that  particular  worship  service. 

The  evangelism  section,  which  is  pre¬ 
sently  testing  this  idea,  would  provide  re¬ 
sources  to  help  congregations  welcome, 
integrate  and  retain  the  interest  of 
visitors  and  eventually  boost 
membership. 


October  1983,  with  a  report  to  be 
submitted  to  the  1984  General 
Conference. 

Other  GCOM  actions  here  last  week 
also  inescapably  looked  to  the  next 
quadrennial  General  Conference. 

One  decision  here,  still  at  the  tentative, 
formative  stage,  is  to  recommend  that  a 
church-wide  missional  priority  for  the 
four  years  starting  in  1985  be  entitled  "A 
Strengthened  church  for  witness  and 
mission.”  This  general  priority  would 
also  be  tied  to  a  specific  emphasis  on  new 
church  development  and  congregational 
revitalization  and  to  the  bicentennial  of 
American  Methodism. 

More  precise  language  on  the 
missional  priority  will  have  to  wait  until 
at  least  the  general  council’s  April  1983 
meeting.  But  a  church-wide  task  force  on 
church  development  and  revitalization  is 
suggesting  that  the  1985-88  priority  would 
include  a  goal  to  establish  at  least  250 
new  churches  per  year  during  that 
quadrennium,  that  at  least  two  churches 
in  each  of  the  denomination’s  500-plus 
districts  would  be  targeted  for 
"revitalization"  in  that  same  period,  and 
that  at  least  $40  million  would  be  raised 
as  a  bicentennial  growth  fund. 

Because  these  proposals  on  a  missional 
priority  were  only  tentative  and 
somewhat  general,  they  generated  little 
debate.  But  a  companion  proposal  that 
church-wide  special  programs  be 
discontinued  in  the  1985-88  quadrennium 
brought  elaborate  speeches  for  and 
against.  The  vote  to  discontinue  special 
programs  carried  42-33,  but  it., was 
quickly  and  somewhat  urgently 
emphasized  that  this  would  not  affect 
such  special  programs  as  world  hunger 
and  Africa  which  were  approved  in  1980 
and  are  underway  in  the  current  (1981- 
84)  quadrennium. 

In  other  actions  the  General  Council : 

•  Accepted  a  first  draft  from  a  task 
force  on  language  guidelines.  The  draft, 
titled  "Words  that  Hurt:  Language  and 
Justice,”  aims  at  language  in  religious 
materials  which  discriminate  against 
persons  on  the  basis  of  sex. 

•  Authorized  top  officials  from  the 
council  to  meet  with  two  each  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  Evangelical  Missions  Council.  The 
latter  is  an  unofficial  body  within  the 
denomination. 

•  Elected  with  relatively  few  negative 
votes  the  chief  executives  of  the  general 
program  agencies. 
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43  Visit  Conference  Headquarters 

Forty-three  UMW  members  of  the  Henning  Memorial  UMC  visited  the 
Conference  Headquarters  Building  recently.  Suzanne  Heath,  president  of  the 
Henning  UMW  stated  that  the  ladies  cared  very  much  to  see  the  Conference 
Headquarters  and  they  worked  hard  to  raise  the  money  to  come  to  Baton 
Rouge.  Fundraisers  included  soup  and  rolls  sales  and  aerobic  exercise  classes. 

The  Reverend  Conrad  P.  Edwards  is  pastor  of  Henning  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur. 

Missions  Carnival  Held  at  Wesley 


Over  $4,700  was  raised  during  a 
“Missions  Carnival”  at  the  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Sulphur. 
The  Carnival  included  sale  of  crafts, 
baked  goods,  hand-made  Christmas 
items,  furniture,  and  many  more 
items,  as  well  as  an  auction,  a  cake 
decorating  contest,  many  games  and 
contests,  and  a  “King  and  Queen” 
contest  which  in  itself,  generated  over 
$1,000.  For  this  aspect  of  the  money 
raiser,  Sunday  School  classes 
nominated  candidates  and  sponsored 
fund-raising  projects  for  their 
respective  contestants.  The  nominees 
from  the  class  which  raised  the  most 
money  were  named  “King  and 
Queen”  on  Carnival  day. 

The  Reverend  Richard  C.  Hebert, 
pastor  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  Sulphur,  said  “Three  things 
stand  out  about  the  Carnival.  One, 
is  that  in  the  present  state  of 
economic  uncertainly,  with  unemploy¬ 
ment  extremely  high  in  our  area,  our 
“average-sized”  congregation  raised 
so  much  money.  Two,  an  incredible 


number  of  our  folks  invested  a  tre¬ 
mendous  amount  of  time,  talent,  and 
energy  in  this  project.  At  our  initial 
meeting,  after  it  was  simply  an¬ 
nounced  from  the  pulpit  one  Sun¬ 
day  that  we  would  like  to  have 
whoever  was  interested  come  in  a  sort 
of  “steering  committee”  capacity, 
there  were  over  40  people  in 
attendance.  We  were  convinced  right 
then  that  it  was  the  Lord’s  inspiration 
that  was  calling  us  to  this  task  and 
leading  us  in  it.  Third,  all  of  the 
money  raised  goes  to  missions,  i.e., 
beyond  our  local  church.  Nothing  goes 
into  our  general  budget.  All  the  money 
was  designated  for  Ester  Hammond’s 
ministry  in  Liberia,  the  Felicity 
ministry  in  New  Orleans,  and  aid  to 
distressed  people  and  disaster  victims 
in  the  Sulphur  area,  or  needy 
transients.” 

Joni  Koonce  chairs  the  Missions- 
Outreach  work  area,  and  Carolyn 
Sharpe  and  Sarah  Newcomer  co¬ 
ordinated  the  Carnival  project. 


A  Creative  Charge  Conference  Report 


On  October  14,  1982,  the  Memorial  Bastrop  and  Mer  Rouge  Charge  met  at 
Memorial  for  their  annual  charge  conference.  Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Monroe  District  presided. 

During  the  period  of  department  reports,  the  young  people  had  their  puppets 
make  their  report.  Pictured  are  the  puppets  in  action. 

The  Reverend  Garland  Dean,  Jr.  is  the  pastor. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


Video  tapes  are  now  available  on  a 
rental  basis  from  the  Conference  Audio- 
Visual  Resource  Center  on  the  television 
church  school  lesson  series  entitled 
“Acts  of  the  Apostles.”  The  lessons  may 
be  ordered  individually  or  as  a  series. 
Contact  the  Conference  Resource 
Library  for  details. 

The  seventh  telecast  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  will  be  Sunday, 
November  14  at  6:00  p.m.  on  satellite 
SATCOM  3  (F3),  Channel  18.  The  first 
half  hour  will  be  a  Bible  study  based  on 
Acts  2  entitled 

God’s  Presence  in  the  Church 
Because  of  the  nature  of  their  life 


Pastoral  Letters 

By 

DR.  DeWITT  M.  GINN 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
West  Monroe.  Louisiana 


1982  Ten -Month 

Apportionment  Report 


3  Our  nation’s  Thanksgiving  celebration  has  given  me  the  impetus  to  think  about  the 

:•  nature  of  life.  The  more  I  experience  and  think  and  reflect,  the  more  I  am  convinced 

Ruston  District  leads  on  payments  of  Conference  Apportionments. 

Apportioned  Paid-to-Date 

Apportionments 

that  life  is  to  be  embraced  as  a  gift  to  be  graciously  received. 

1982 

10/25/82 

Percent 

::  Of  course  most  of  us  feel  at  times  that  life  is  a  matter  to  bargain.  Keep  the  rules,  do 

$  264,857.00 

$  206,135.23 

77.83% 

•I  the  work,  try  hard  and  we  are  rewarded  with  our  rightful  deserves.  Health,  money, 

359,858.00 

262,626.21 

72.98% 

:•  success  and  other  “blessings”  then  become  a  matter  of  doing  our  part  of  the  bargain 

Alexandria . 

257,490.00 

187,550.64 

72.84% 

i  The  world,  society,  “the  gods"  or  what  have  you  then  owe  us  something. 
i  But  somewhere  along  the  way,  this  “life  as  bargain”  approach  breaks  down 

Shreveport . 

New  Orleans/ 

552,244.00 

388,407.97 

70.33% 

Accidents,  disease  or  some  other  calamity  shocks  us,  and  we  begin  to  wonder  what  we 
•:  have  done  “to  deserve”  this. 

Houma . 

366,687.00 

253.196.22 

69.05% 

:•  The  twenty-second  chapter  of  Genesis  tells  an  unusual  story  about  Abraham 

i  climbing  Mt.  Moriah  to  offer  his  son,  Isaac,  as  a  sacrifice.  Prior  to  the  terrible  deed,  a 

Hammond . 

400,432.00 

271,441.55 

67.79% 

i  ram  was  given  in  Isaac’s  place.  Abraham  returned  from  Moriah  holding  the  hand  of 

Lafayette . 

370,343.00 

236,388.47 

63  83% 

;•  his  son.  He  named  the  place  " Jehovah- jireh,”  or  “The  Lord  Gives.’  Abraham’s  life, 

•;  his  son,  everything  came  as  a  gift  to  be  graciously  received. 

Lake  Charles . 

New  Orleans/ 

348,631.00 

215,414.66 

61.79% 

>  This  is  how  life  is.  Who  deserves  life  or  love  or  a  good  mind  or  great  initiative?  Who 

i  has  earned  any  of  these?  They  come  as  a  gift.  All  life  comes  to  us  as  a  gift  -  gift  from 

Slidell . 

Conference 

371,856.00 

208,881.87 

56.17% 

f  the  Giver.  It  is  not  a  matter  to  bargain .  He  comes  to  us  in  grace 

■i  I  am  thankful  for  that.  May  God  enable  us  to  be  more  receiving  and  accepting  of  the 

Totals . 

$3,292,398.00 

$2,230,041.82 

67  73% 

gift  of  life. 


Minister’s  Emergency  Aid  Fund 


Cut-Off  Date  for  Conference  Payments 


Ministers  are  reminded  that  each 
effective  minister  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  is  asked  by  Annual 
Conference  Action  to  give  an  amount 
equal  to  one-half  of  one  percent  of  the 
minister’s  base  salary  for  1982,  to  be  paid 
to  the  Minister’s  Emergency  Aid  Fund. 

The  fund  is  administered  by  the 
Cabinet  and  is  used  to  provide 
emergency  benefit  aid  to  the  ministers  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  who  may  be  in 
special  need.  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway  reports 
that  last  year  the  ministers  contributed 
$14,119.39  to  the  fund  and  the  Cabinet 


granted  aid  in  the  amount  erf  $15,535.30  to 
19  ministerial  families  in  the  conference. 
For  the  first  ten  months  of  this  year  the 
ministers  have  contributed  $4,080.70  and 
12  ministerial  families  have  been 
granted  aid  in  the  amount  of  $14,000.00.  If 
the  fund  is  going  to  continue,  the 
ministers  of  the  conference  need  to  remit 
their  gifts  to  the  fund  under  Fund  No. 
6400  on  the  Monthly  Remittance  form 
sent  to  the  Conference  Office  of  Financial 
Affairs. 

The  cut-off  date  for  sending  in  money 
for  1982  is  Monday,  January  3, 1982. 


Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Director  of 
Financial  Affairs,  has  announced  that  all 
payments  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
should  be  mailed  to  the  Conference 
Office  no  later  than  Monday,  January  3, 
1983. 

This  date  is  set  by  Conference  Rules.  A 
Report  showing  all  1982  payments  to  date 
will  be  mailed  to  the  pastor  of  every 
church  in  the  Conference  at  the  end  of 
November.  Church  treasurers  and 
pastors  need  to  check  the  report  closely 
and  mail  final  payments  as  early  as 
possible  to  complete  the  year  of  1982 
payments. 


Please  use  the  Return  Remittance 
form  and  if  needed  the  yellow  Advance 
Special  sheet  in  sending  payments  to  the 
Conference.  All  checks  coming  to  the 
Conference  for  any  cause  should  be  made 
payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
and  indicate  on  the  remittance  form  the 
amount  to  be  applied  to  each  Conference 
item. 

Dr.  Caraway  stated  that  there  has  been 
a  great  improvement  in  sending  in  the 
remittance  forms  properly  marked.  He 
thanked  the  church  treasurers  and 
pastors  for  their  help  in  these  important 
matters. 


Centenary  Students  Named  to  Who’s  Who  Television  Production  Underway 


Nineteen  Centenary  students  have 
been  named  to  “Who’s  Who  Among 
Students  in  American  Colleges  & 
Universities.” 

They  include  John  Anderson  Freeman, 
Cynthia  J.  Hawkins,  Earle  Kyle  Labor, 
Carol  Poole,  and  Libby  Taylor,  all  of 
Shreveport;  Greg  Blackman  of  Bossier 
City;  Bonnie  Jean  Brown  of  Center, 
Texas;  Donna  K.  Fraser  of  Ft. 
McPherson,  Ga.;  Lorin  R.  George  of 
Gray,  La.;  Margaret  M.  Germann  of 
Lewisville,  Texas;  Jeffrey  Alan  Irvin 
and  Elizabeth  R.  Martinusen,  both  of 
Baton  Rouge,  John  O.  Moore  of 


Texarkana,  Ark.;  David  D.  Otto  of  Lima, 
Ohio;  Margaret  E.  Robinson  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.;  Charles  Ford  Williams  of 
Monroe;  Barbara  C.  Amsler  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.;  Chris  Murphy  of  Slidell,  and 
Carlos  Munoz  of  Colombia,  South 
America. 

Students  named  to  Who’s  Who  are 
junior  and  senior  students  who  have  at 
least  a  2.5  grade  point  average.  At 
Centenary,  they  are  selected  by  the 
Student  Life  Committee  on  the  basis  of 
leadership  and  service  to  the  school. 
Nominations  are  made  by  faculty  and 
students. 


Merit  Scholarship  Program  Encouraged 


The  Merit  Scholarship  Program  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  allows  annual  conferences  to 
provide  scholarships  for  students  they 
believe  to  be  deserving  of  recognition 
and  encouragement.  The  program 
provides  for  return  of  10%  of  the  United 
Methodist  Student  Day  offering  receipts 
to  the  annual  conference  to  fund  Merit 
Scholarship  awards. 

The  Student  Day  offering  in  1981 
exceeded  $500,000  for  the  first  time  in  its 
history.  In  the  first  year  of  the  existence 
of  Merit  Scholarships,  therefore,  $50,000 
was  available  for  annual  conferences  to 
award  in  1982. 

Conferences  are  encouraged  to  award 
scholarships  of  $500  to  $1,000,  and  many 
have  been  able  to  make  multiple  awards. 
The  Virginia  Conference  led  the 
denomination  with  eight  $500  awards; 
Western  Pennsylvania  Conference 
awarded  $500  grants  to  three  students. 
The  Pacific  and  Southwest  Conference 
provided  four  $500  scholarships,  and  the 
Florida  Conference  granted  six  $500 
awards.  The  more  support  that  the 
churches  of  an  annual  conference 
provide  through  the  Student  Day 
offering,  the  more  money  is  returned  to 
the  annual  conference  for  Merit 
Scholarships. 

The  United  Methodist  Student  Day 
offering  provides  support  for  the 
denomination’s  student  loan  and  basic 


scholarship  programs.  Receipts  are 
divided  evenly  between  the  two 
programs.  Student  Day  is  observed  on 
the  Sunday  following  Thanksgiving, 
November  28, 1982. 

-  United  Methodists  are  encouraged  to 
support  the  special  offering  as  students 
face  increasing  costs  and  diminishing 
financial  aid  resources.  Scholarship 
money  is  provided  to  United  Methodist 
colleges,  universities  and  graduate 
schools,  and  awards  are  made  by  the 
schools  to  United  Methodist  students. 
Loans  are  offered  to  United  Methodist 
students  attending  any  accredited 
institution  from  a  fund  supported  by  the 
offering  and  the  repayment  of  previous 
loans.  The  present  rate  of  loan 
repayment  exceeds  98  percent. 

Several  guidelines  help  determine 
recipients  of  Merit  Scholarships.  These 
include  the  requirement  that 
scholarships  be  given  to  United  Method¬ 
ist  students  attending  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  schools.  Awards  are  made  for  merit 
which  may  include  academic 
scholarship,  church  involvement, 
financial  need  and  preparation  for 
ministry  or  other  service  vocations. 
Each  applicant  must  be  recommended 
by  his  or  her  local  church,  and  the 
recommendation  must  include  a 
statement  of  the  student’s  involvement  in 
the  local  church,  school  or  community. 


The  Reverend  William  Blakely,  New  Orleans/Houma  District  Superintendent  looks 
on  as  video  tape  is  prepared  for  viewing  by  a  committee  working  on  "My  Job 
Training,"  a  leadership  training  event  for  local  Church  Council  on  Ministries. 


Creative  Use  of  the  Satellite  Ministry 


together,  the  members  of  the  early 
Christian  community  experienced  the 
presence  of  God  in  life-transforming  and 
life-enhancing  ways.  Can  this  happen 
today?  A  presentation  by  Dr.  Edward  W. 
Bauman. 

The  second  half  hour,  Journeys  in 
Christian  Growth,  will  be  a  joint 
production  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  United 
Methodist  Communications  entitled 

Spotlight  On  Mission 
A  documentary  which  highlights  the 
people  and  issues  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Assembly  meeting  in 
Philadelphia  in  the  Spring  of  1982. 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  Women  in  12 
South  Pacific  countries  talked  via 
satellite  to  200  United  Methodist  women 
in  a  New  York  ballroom  October  15.  The 
subject:  nuclear  testing  and  dumping  of 
waste  in  the  Pacific  and  what  church 
women  can  do  about  it. 

Directors  and  guests  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  listened  attentively  as 
members  of  their  agency  and  the  World 
Division  talked  with  women  prominent  in 
church  and  secular  organizations  from 
Tahiti  to  Papua  New  Guinea.  Their 
discussions  went  by  phone  to  Honolulu, 
where  it  was  linked  to  a  former  weather 
satellite  (ATS-1)  and  was  downlinked  to 
terminals  operated  by  educational 
institutions  throughout  the  Pacific. 

Demonstrating  a  new  form  of  network 
communication  among  women  using 
modem  technology,  the  dialogue  was 
designed  to  hear  what  South  Pacific 
women  had  to  tell  their  American  sisters 
about  environmental  and  human  effects 
of  nuclear  testing  and  dumping. 


Speakers  from  the  islands  underlined  the 
effects  of  radiation  on  the  food  chain  and 
on  their  children’s  health.  They  urged 
women  of  the  United  States  to  press 
multi-national  corporations  and 
governments  to  stop  endangering  people. 
They  requested  money  to  translate  and 
make  available  to  their  own  people 
information  about  nuclear  hazards. 

Speaking  to  them  on  behalf  of  the 
Women’s  Division  were  directors  Rae 
Schuman  of  Shawnee  Mission,  Kansas, 
and  Elizabeth  Howard  of  Denver, 
Colorado;  Lois  Miller,  head  of  the  World 
Division,  and  Rose  Catchings,  executive 
of  its  Ministry  for  Women.  Anne  S. 
Walker,  an  Australian  who  directs  the 
International  Women’s  Tribune, 
moderated.  Doris  Hess  of  World  Division 
supervised  arrangements. 

Countries  heard  from  during  the  more 
than  one  hour  talks  were  New  Zealand, 
Australia,  Fiji,  Tonga,  Cook  Islands, 
Western  Samoa,  Papua  New  Guinea, 
New  Caledonia,  French  Polynesia 
(Tahiti),  Solomon  Islands,  Vanuatu,  and 
Kiribati. 


The  Reverend  Donald  E.  Hughes,  a 
contract  producer  with  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  the  Reverend  L. 
Ray  Sells,  Executive  Director  of 
Development  and  Training  for  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville  were 
resource  persons  for  the  planning  com¬ 
mittee  on  “My  Job  Traning”  which  met 


Ethnic  Minority- 
Students  Awarded 
Scholarships 

Dr.  Samuel  Walker  has  announced  that 
eighteen  Ethnic  Minority  students,  who 
are  working  toward  full  ordination  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  were  awarded 
scholarships  for  assistance  during  the 
current  academic  year  through  the  Inter- 
Ethnic  Minority  Committee  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  of  the 
San  Antonio  Area  is  Chairman  and  Dr.  S. 
Duane  Bruce,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Jurisdiction,  is  the  secretary.  Among  the 
seminary  students  who  are  enrolled  at 
Gammon,  Perkins,  St.  Paul  and  Phillips 
are  Louis  Augustine,  III  from  the  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District  attending 
Gammon  and  Ms.  Mary  Sloan  from  the 
same  district  enrolled  at  Perkins. 


October  26.  They  also  resourced  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  on  October  27  on 
a  training  project  for  Pastor  Parish 
Relations  Committees.  Both  committees 
are  helping  to  formulate  scripts  to  be 
used  in  television  productions  for  the  con¬ 
ference  to  be  telecast  in  1983. 


NYMO  Priority 
Applications  Requested 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS) 
Applications  are  being  received  for 
projects  to  be  funded  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  (NYMO)  during  1983. 

Funding  for  projects  comes  from  30 
percent  of  the  Youth  Service  Fund  which 
is  administered  by  NYMO.  Seventy 
percent  of  the  money  remains  in  the 
annual  conference  where  it  is  raised. 

Priorities  used  by  NYMO  in 
considering  requests  for  money  are  the 
revitalizing  of  local  church  youth 
ministries  and  peace  with  justice. 

In  1983,  NYMO  is  supporting  18 
projects  that  total  $85,225. 

Information  and  application  forms 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  Ronna 
Seibert,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN, 
37202.  Deadline  is  December  1, 1982. 
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Refreshing  clarity  amid  competing  claims 


After  months  of  controversy  and  con¬ 
tradictory  claims,  it  was  refreshing  last 
week  to  receive  a  clear,  unequivocal,  and 
unanimous  ruling  from  the  United 
Methodist  Judicial  Council:  the  National 
Division  of  our  church’s  general  missions 
agency  violated  church  law  in  the  way  it 
provided  support  for  a  project  in  Tchula, 
Mississippi  this  past  winter  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  5). 

This  is  a  position  that  National  Division 
officials  have  come  close  to  admitting  on 
several  occasions  since  May  when 
Mississippi  church  officials  accused  the 
National  Division  of  violating  Paragraph 
817  of  the  church’s  Book  of  Discipline. 
That  paragraph  requires  prior 
“consultation"  with  an  area’s  bishop  and 
conference  Council  on  Ministries  when  a 
general  church  agency  plans  to  provide 
funds  for  a  project  within  the  bounds  of 
an  annual  conference. 

Mississippi  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  has 
steadfastly  maintained  that  no  such 
consultation  took  place  before  National 
Division  funding  was  provided  in  support 
of  the  legal  claims  of  a  former  Tchula 
mayor,  Eddie  James  Carthan,  who  was 
acquitted  last  week  on  a  murder  charge 
after  earlier  being  convicted  of  assault¬ 
ing  a  police  officer  and  defrauding  the 
federal  government. 


National  Division  officials  have  been 
alternately  apologetic  and  defensive, 
conciliatory  and  defiant,  regarding  their 
failure  to  consult.  The  agency’s  top 
officials  have  repeatedly  acknowledged 
“inadequate  consultation”  with 
Mississippi  church  leaders  and  assured 
them  that  strict  new  procedures  are  now 
in  place  to  insure  proper  advance 
consultation  in  the  future. 

For  reasons  we  cannot  understand, 
however,  National  Division  officials  have 
been  unwilling  to  go  the  whole  way  and 
admit  “we  failed  to  consult  with 
Mississippi  church  officials,  and  in  that 
failure,  we  violated  a  church  law  we 
were  obligated  to  follow.’’  Instead,  they 
have  always  qualified  their  acknow¬ 
ledgements  of  “inadequacy”  with  one  or 
more  justifications  or  excuses.  At 
various  times,  National  Division  officials 
have  maintained  that:  (1)  They  did 
satisfy  —  though  minimally  and 
inadequately  —  the  consultation 
requirement  via  a  hallway  conversation 
between  a  missions  staff  member  and  a 
Mississippi  church  official  who  works 
with  Bishop  Minnick;  (2)  The  complaints 
against  the  missions  agency  for  violation 
of  consultation  procedures  are  sympto¬ 
matic  of  the  church’s  unwillingness  to 
confront  racism  in  Mississippi;  and  (3) 


Mission  leaders  should  receive 
our  prayerful,  watchful  support 


The  day  before  the  Judicial  Council 
ruling  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
editorial,  revelations  of  new  national 
funds  being  sent  into  Mississippi  without 
prior  consultation  produced  an  angry 
reaction  from  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick. 
Within  hours,  it  was  announced  that  at 
least  two  persons  on  the  National 
Division  staff  had  been  suspended 
pending  a  full  investigation.  But  this 
action  was  followed  by  still  more 
confusion  resulting  from  contradictory 
statements  by  agency  officials  about  the 
meaning  of  the  “suspensions”  (See  UMR 
Nov.  5  and  news  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

At  the  end  of  last  week,  the  Reporter 
talked  with  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief 
executive  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  of  which  the  National 
Division  is  a  part.  He  repeated  earlier 
assurances  that  “proper  consultation 
will  take  place,”  and  expressed 
consternation  that  there  should  be  any 
appearances  to  the  contrary. 

Dr.  Nugent  also  expressed  unqualified 
acceptance  of  the  Judicial  Council  ruling 
and  indicated  that  no  effort  to  disregard 
or  get  around  it  would  be  tolerated.  He 
expressed  regret  for  any  undermining  of 
the  church's  mission  which  may  have 
resulted  and  pledged  that  the  board  he 
heads  will  be  faithful  to  its  obligations. 
He  said  that  without  prejudging  the 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


outcome  of  the  internal  investigation  of 
the  situation  which  resulted  in  the  recent 
suspensions,  members  of  the  Global 
Ministries’  staff  will  keep  faith  with 
church  law  both  in  letter  and  spirit  “or 
they  won’t  be  here.  ’  ’ 

Also  contacted  at  week’s  end,  Bishop 
Minnick  said  that  despite  feeling  “shock 
and  disappointment"  several  times 
along  the  way,  he  feels  “trust  and 
confidence”  in  the  mission  agency’s 
leadership  based  on  the  broad 
assurances  of  Dr.  Nugent,  and  even  more 
specific  assurances  of  their  intention  to 
keep  faith  which  he  has  received  from 
National  Division  head  Dr.  Rene 
Bideaux. 

If  Bishop  Minnick  can  give  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt  to  the  board’s  leaders  in  light 
of  the  traumatic  difficulties  he  has  faced 
as  a  result  of  the  board’s  failures  to 
consult,  we  believe  the  rest  of  the  church 
should  do  no  less.  Dr.  Nugent  and  Dr. 
Bideaux  are  still  relatively  new  in  their 
positions,  and  they  inherited  a  difficult 
situation.  We  are  convinced  they 
sincerely  wish  to  be  both  responsive  to 
the  concerns  of  the  church’s 
membership,  and  of  their  mandates  to 
confront  injustice  in  the  name  and  the 
way  of  Christ.  We  believe  they  should 
receive  our  watchful  support  and 
prayerful  encouragement  as  they  seek  to 
fulfill  these  important  and  difficult  tasks. 


The  project  supporting  Mr.  Carthan  was 
exempt  from  the  Disciplinary  require¬ 
ment  for  advance  consultation  because  it 
is  not  controlled  by  any  part  of  the 
church. 

Fortunately,  the  church’s  Judicial 
Council  refused  to  be  swayed  by  any 
argument  that  would  blur  the  one  issue  at 
hand.  Some  members  of  the  National 
Division  staff  were,  purely  and  simply, 
guilty  of  violating  the  consultation 
requirement.  No  other  issue  can  alter 
that  fact.  Any  other  decision  would  seem 
to  suggest  that  general  church  agencies 
are  “above  the  law”  and  invite 
ecclesiastical  anarchy,  and/or  suggest 
that  “the  ends  justify  the  means”  in 
pursuit  of  what  is  considered  a  just 
cause. 

In  a  connectional  church  whose 
membership  is  as  diverse  as  ours,  there 
must  be  accepted  rules  and  procedures 
which  all  agree  to  follow.  Otherwise  the 
ideas  of  mutual  support  and  account¬ 
ability  have  no  meaning.  Those  entrusted 
with  leading  must  be  exemplary  in  their 
adherence  both  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit 
•of  the  law.  Otherwise,  leaders  cannot 
credibly  exhort  their  followers  to  support 
the  total  program  of  the  church.  If 
leaders  play  fast  and  loose  with  the  rules 
of  the  church,  they  must  recognize  that  in 
so  doing,  they  may  be  undermining 
precisely  the  causes  they  wish  to 
support. 

We  find  no  support  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  particularly  in  the  example  of  Jesus, 
for  an  “end  justifies  the  means” 
approach  to  Christian  discipleship.  To 
the  contrary,  our  Lord’s  life  and 
teachings  suggest  that  our  motives  and 
methods  are  as  important  as  the  results 
we  seek. 

To  their  credit,  Bishop  Minnick  and 
other  Mississippi  church  leaders  have 
made  clear  their  desire  to  support  the 
work  of  the  church’s  mission  agency,  and 
they  have  rightly  resisted  precipitous 
efforts  by  some  to  mount  a  campaign  to 
curtail  financial  support  of  all  general 
church  agencies.  They  have  likewise 
expressed  a  willingness  to  deal  with 
unchristian  racial  attitudes  and 
practices  which  continue  to  exist  among 
some  persons  and  groups  in  Mississippi. 
But  they  have  insisted  just  as  correctly 
that  a  trust  relationship  requires 
evidence  of  good  faith  on  both  sides,  and 
they  have  expressed  an  unwillingness  to 
be  bypassed  or  discounted  by  national 
church  leaders. 

Had  officials  of  the  National  Division 
acknowledged  at  the  outset  what  now  has 
been  acknowledged  for  them,  we  have  no 
doubt  that  the  incident  in  question  would 
have  long  since  ceased  to  be  a  major 
issue.  An  unqualified  admission  of  error 
accompanied  by  assurance  of  remedial 
actions  to  right  any  wrongs  which  were 
done,  likely  would  have  produced  the 
only  proper  response  possible  from 
Christians:  forgiveness. 


Here  I  Stand 

Why  world  needs  a 
nuclear  arms  freeze 


NOVEMBER  12,  1982 


By  MARK  BOLLWINKEL 

A  year  ago  this  month,  my  son 
Matthew,  then  seven  months  old,  came 
down  with  typhoid.  Interestingly  enough, 
the  experience  of  his  illness  illuminates 
one  aspect  in  the  urgency  for  a  nuclear 
weapons  deployment  and  development 
“freeze.” 

Matthew  contracted  typhoid  while  we 
were  serving  as  United  Methodist 
missionaries  with  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Malaysia,  Iban  Conference.  The  Iban 
are  the  old  “headhunters”  of  Northern 
Borneo.  They  are  the  largest  ethnic 
group  in  Sarawak,  a  state  in  the, 
federation  of  Malaysia.  We  taught  at 
their  theological  school  in  Sibu,  a  town  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  busy  Rejang  River  of  Sarawak. 

During  the  night  of  Matthew’s  stay  in 
the  local  hospital,  three  children  died. 

A  Chinese  girl  died  of  intestinal 
bleeding.  It  seems  her  parents  took  her  to 
herbalist  doctors  for  a  week  before 
bringing  her  to  the  hospital.  The 
herbalist  doctors  lace  their  herbs  with 
aspirin  to  make  them  effective.  Aspirin 
was  the  last  thing  her  bleeding  stomach 
needed.  She  died  of  an  overdose. 

An  Iban  boy  went  into  convulsions 
three  beds  away  from  Matthew.  The 
nurses  carried  him  awav.  Hp.  too.  had 


My  Witness 

A  Korean  orphan’s  prayer  helps 
to  overcome  life’s  difficult  times 


By  KAY  L.  HARVEY 

She  had  so  little  yet  gave  so  much,  this 
child  in  South  Korea.  Once  she  had  a 
home,  a  tin  and  paper  shack,  but  her 
father  died  of  malnutrition  and 
tuberculosis.  Her  mother  tried  to  keep 
the  little  family  together  but  she,  too, 
died.  Kind  neighbors  took  the  three 
children  in.  Two  died  of  malnutrition,  but 
little  Lee  Kan  Ja,  like  the  strongest  kitten 
in  the  litter,  survived. 

Then  her  benefactors,  unable  to  share 
their  food  any  longer  without  depriving 
their  own  little  ones,  were  forced  to  turn 
Lee  Kang  Ja  out  to  beg.  Sometimes  she 
slept  in  their  shack,  but  the  smell  of  the 
thin  soup  they  had  recently  had  for  their 
evening  meal  made  her  belly  cry  out  in 
agony.  One  day  the  family  moved  away; 
disappeared.  Lee  Kang  Ja,  age  six,  was 
alone. 

She  begged  from  those  almost  as 
destitute  as  she.  She  fought  over  garbage 
like  a  little  animal.  She  fell  asleep 
exhausted  and  hungry  in  doorways  of 
public  buildings.  One  night  she  was 
driven  from  a  doorway  by  one  stronger 
than  she.  She  ^tumbled  along  a  little  way, 
then,  weak  from  hunger,  fell  in  the 
gutter. 


‘Peace  with  justice’  emphasis  affirmed 


To  the  Editor: 

1  noted  with  great  interest  but  also  with 
surprise  the  letter  by  Frederick  Rowland 
in  the  Oct.  22  issue  of  the  Reporter  with 
respect  to  the  quadrennial  theme  “Peace 
with  Justice.” 

In  his  letter  and  perhaps  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  action  there  is  no  hint  that  perhaps 
a  place  to  turn  in  any  study  of  these  two 
incredibly  rich  words  would  have  been 
the  scriptures.  Is  it  possible  that  this  is 
an  indication  of  how  the  resources  of  the 
scriptures  are  either  ignored  or  not 
known? 

In  studying  the  word  “justice,”  as  is 
well  known,  one  could  turn  to  the  book  of 
Amos  where  it  is  used  to  speak  of  the 
need  of  fair  trials.  Further  in  Amos  it 
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becomes  almost  synonymous  with  the 
word  “righteousness”  which,  as  has  been 
known  for  a  long  time,  carries  the 
ingredient  of  benevolence  or  love, 
especially  when  used  of  God.  All  of  this 
can  be  found  in  Bible  commentaries,  of 
which  there  are  a  host. 

When  I  think  of  efforts  toward  justice, 
right  and  fair  dealings  between  nations,  I 
think  of  the  World  Court  in  Hague.  It  has 
been  long  in  existence  but  little  known  in 
our  time.  How  can  peace  have  any 
strength  and  character  unless  it  is  a  just 
peace? 

It  would  be  exciting  if  this  slogan  were 
to  provoke  a  study  of  the  words  in  their 
biblical  setting. 

As  always,  we  read  the  Reporter  with 
keen  interest. 

F.  W.  Boelter 

San  Jose,  California 

Biblical  literalism 
and  interpretation 

To  the  Editor: 

I  applaud  the  stand  taken  by  Jeff  Paul 
in  his  “Here  I  Stand”  article  concerning 
scriptural  literalism  (UMR,  Oct.  22).  Too 
many  Christians  have  confused  the  belief 
that  the  Bible  is  “profitable  for  doctrine” 
with  the  notion  that  it  is  literally  true, 
down  to  the  last  comma. 

None  of  the  major  denominations, 
including  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
have  officially  endorsed  the  concept  of  an 
inerrant  Bible.  I  invite  any  reader  to 
read  our  own  Book  of  Discipline,  the 
Book  of  Confessions  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  Constitution 
for  Congregations  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  the  Constitution  and 
Bylaws  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
the  literature  of  the  American  Baptist 
Convention,  and  the  Documents  of 
Vatican  II.  While  any  member  of  these 
denominations  is  free  to  believe  in 
scriptural  inerrancy,  Mr.  Paul’s  stand  is 
not  in  any  way  heretical,  although  I 
expect  some  will  so  accuse  him. 

John  Wesley’s  teachings  of  the 
valuable  interplay  of  Scripture, 
Tradition,  Faith  and  Reason  are 
eminently  sensible.  One  makes  a  leap  of 
faith  either  way,  if  one  chooses 
scriptural  inerrancy  or  belief  in  Jesus 
Christ  supported  by  the  profitable 
doctrines  revealed  in  the  Bible.  I  choose 
the  latter,  recognizing  that  Jesus  was 
crucified  and  resurrected  well  before  the 
form  and  content  of  the  Bible  were 
established.  Others  may  argue  for 
scriptural  literalism  by  quoting  the  Bible 
itself,  but  that  is  no  more  valid  that  if  I 
were  to  claim  to  be  “the  voice  of  God" 
because  I  had  predicted  it  myself  and 
then  announced  that  it  had  happened. 


Even  the  most  ardent  advocates  of 
inerrancy  must  admit  to  interpretation 
at  some  points  of  the  Bible,  for  instance 
Matthew  24:34,  where  Jesus  tells  his 
disciples  that  "this  generation  will  not 
pass  away  till  all  these  things  take 
place.”  (RSV),  He  had  just  described  the 
Last  Days  and  the  Second  Coming.  Are 
we  to  generalize  the  word  “generation” 
so  that  it  means  “human  race?”  Was  the 
original  language  intended  to  say 
something  else?  Was  He  actually 
referring  to  the  Roman  sacking  of 
Jerusalem  that  occurred  in  the  last 
decade  of  that  century?  Any  way  you 
handle  it,  you  must  either  interpret  or 
believe  that  the  Second  Coming 
happened  about  1900  years  ago  and  we 
missed  it. 

Interpretation  to  any  degree  is,  never¬ 
theless,  interpretation.  Our  theological 
differences  are  the  result  of  variant 
interpretations.  Fortunately,  we  have 
much  in  common  that  outweighs  our 
differences.  How  many  of  us  do  not 
believe  in  God,  in  Jesus  Christ,  or  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  None  of  us, 
because  those  are  the  fundamentals  that 
have  drawn  us  together. 

Likewise,  we  agree  on  most  parts  of 
the  Bible.  Who  would  read  "The  Song  of 
Solomon,”  and  believe  that  the  man  was 
speaking  to  a  woman  variously 
constructed  of  doves,  goats,  ewes, 
scarlet  thread,  pomegranate  halves, 
fawns,  gazelles  and  the  tower  of  David? 
Of  course,  his  lover’s  anatomical 
structure  is  not  a  critical  theological 
issue,  but  inspired  poems  of  love,  while 
not  necessarily  true  in  a  literal  sense, 
have  been  granted  a  place  in  the 
Scriptures.  Rather  than  heat  ourselves 
into  bitter  arguments  over  unimportant 
issues,  let  us  agree  that  we  have  plenty  of 
room  for  diversity  of  opinion  and  live 
together  on  our  common  ground. 

Martin  D.  Nott 

Liverpool,  New  York 

Assorted  liberals 
and  humanists  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

Too  often  we  Christians  become  so 
enamoured  by  the  eloquence  of  the  Old 
Testament  or  the  Epistles  of  Paul  that  we 
completely  overlook  the  imperatives  of 
Jesus  Christ,  Himself! 

To  illustrate,  loving  one’s  fellow  man  is 
made  the  supreme  virtue  because  of 
Paul’s  idealization  of  “charity”  in  I  Cor., 
Chapter  13.  But  Jesus  said:  “Seek  ye 
first  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  his 
righteousness;  and  all  these  things  shall 
be  added  unto  you.”  (Matt.  6:33) 

Humanists  stress  feeding  the  starving 
in  Africa,  Asia,  and  Latin  America.  But 


every  year  millions  more  go  hungry, 
because  they  live  in  violation  of  God’s 
laws  of  right  living!  Even  in  prosperous 
Western  nations,  suffering  becomes 
widespread  when  we  place  our  reliance 
on  fallible  human  theories  of  social 
welfarism ! 

Our  church  must  be  concerned  with 
world  hunger,  racism,  sexism, 
despotism,  nuclear  warfare,  and  other 
national  and  international  problems;  but 
all  our  efforts  and  sacrifices  will  be  self- 
defeating  unless  we  place  God  and 
righteousness  first! 

We  are  not  only  failing  to  spread  the 
gospel  in  non-Christian  nations,  but  even 
in  America  —  where  our  sons  and 
daughters  are  being  led  down  the 
primrose  path  of  sexual  freedom,  drugs, 
crime,  and  other  gross  evils.  Let  us  cast 
the  beam  out  of  our  own  eyes  before  we 
judge  dictators,  male  chauvinists,  South 
Africa,  Nestle,  Mississippi  rednecks, 
and  other  favorite  targets  of  head-in-the- 
clouds  liberals! 

Mas  Odoi 

Torrance,  California 

Positive  image  of 
WCC  is  its  broadness 

To  the  Editor: 

I  consider  myself  very  fortunate  to 
have  been  able  to  attend  a  discussion 
session  with  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  delegation  at  our  church,  First 
United  Methodist  of  Evanston.  It  was  at 
this  church  that  the  World  Council  held 
their  meeting  in  1954. 

As  I  thought  of  the  meeting  afterward, 
one  central  thing  stood  out.  This 
delegation  portrayed  the  World  Council 
as  a  group  that  simply  will  not  be 
“cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined.”  They 
will  not  be  fitted  into  our  narrow  molds. 
Some  of  the  questions  put  to  the 
delegates  were  biased  toward  a 
particular  nation,  or  a  particular 
economic  system.  Every  time  the 
answering  delegate  would  enlarge  the 
area  of  consideration  to  include  nations, 
not  a  nation,  or  systems,  not  a  system. 

They  spoke  of  the  possibility  in  the  next 
decade  of  the  World  Council  becoming 
more  of  a  remnant  group.  If  they 
continue  to  maintain  the  kind  of 
Christian  concern  and  balance  that  they 
evidenced  at  this  meeting,  they  will  of 
necessity  be  increasingly  controversial. 
But  when  was  controversy  on  vital  issues 
ever  wrong?  And  when  was  a  remnant 
ever  to  be  despised?  Come  to  think  of  it, 
all  progress  has  been  made  by  a  small 
group  willing  to  be  controversial. 

More  of  God’s  power  to  those 
delegates! 

Hiram  B.  Holdridge 
Evanston,  Illinois 


At  dawn,  a  social  worker  patrolling  the 
streets,  found  the  frightened,  bewildered 
child,  more  dead  than  alive,  and  took  her 
to  a  center  for  destitute  children.  There 
God  brought  us  together.  Through  the 
social  workers  I  became  Lee  Kang  Ja’s 
foster  mother.  Though  I  could  not  bring 
her  to  America  I  could  buy  her  food, 
clothing  and  an  education  in  Korea. 

When  she  was  small,  Lee  Kang  Ja’s 
most  treasured  possession  was  a 
sleeping  bag.  Coal  being  very  expensive, 
the  school  was  icy  cold  in  winter.  The 
luckiest  children,  who  had  these  bags, 
placed  them  on  their  thin  cot  mattresses 
and  crawled  in  them  at  night,  often 
sharing  them  with  others. 

Lee  Kang  Ja  is  now  a  splendid  young 
woman  and  has  become  a  teacher.  She 
wishes  to  help  her  own  people  through 
education  and  says  she  hopes  her  work 
will  go  on  through  her  pupils  “like  waves 
in  the  sea.” 

Through  the  years  we  have  exchanged 
letters.  One,  written  when  she  was  eight, 

I  treasure.  It  contains  this  message  in 
English:  “How  do  you  do,  dear  Mother? 
At  night  when  I  say  my  prayers,  I  ask 
God  to  take  care  of  you  and  make  you 
live  in  flower  perfume  and  smelling 
them.  Ilove  you.  Lee  Kang  Ja.” 

Whenever  I  feel  lonely  or  depressed,  I 
remember  that  from  far  off  Korea,  I 
received  the  gift  of  prayer  from  a  child  I 
have  never  seen. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Kay  L. 
Harvey,  lives  in  Caven,  Ontario.  Canada. 

71  homemaker’s  prayer 

By  JAN  ARNOLD 

Lord,  as  I  mop  this  floor  in  disgust  I 
know  no  amount  of  wax  is  going  to  make 
it  look  any  better.  Just  as  trying  to  cover  up 
my  sins  will  not  make  me  a  better  Christian. 

But  keep  me  at  it  Lord,  because  the  work  is 
what  counts.  I  am  doing  it  for  you. 

Let  me  learn  a  lesson  from  this  marred 
floor!  On  the  surface  beauty  is  only  a  tangible 
thing.  You  clean  from  underneath. 

Amen 


Mark  Bollwinkel 


typhoid.  By  the  time  he  had  reached  the 
hospital  after  a  two-day  journey  from  his 
longhouse.  It  was  too  late.  His  dehydra¬ 
tion  was  too  severe  to  stand  the  high 
fever. 

The  ability  to  control  typhoid  already 
exists  in  the  world.  We  know  what  to 
teach  about  hygiene,  sanitation  and 
boiling  water.  Drugs  are  available  to 
treat  the  illness.  There  are  trained 
nurses  and  doctors.  But  superstition  is 
pervasive.  Coming  into  town  to  the 
hospital  costs  money  poor  people  don’t 
have.  The  government  medical  service  is 
riddled  with  corruption  and  internal 
politics.  The  mobile  teams  don’t  visit  a 
fraction  of  the  rural  people. 

In  the  end,  the  Malaysian  govern¬ 
ment’s  priority  for  rural  health  care 
is  low  —  regardless  of  their  public 
statements.  At  the  same  time,  its  priority 
for  manning  three  military  bases  of 
Malay  troops  surrounding  the  Iban  and 
Chinese  population  of  Sibu,  all  armed 
with  the  latest  American  weapons  and 
counter-insurgency  vehicles,  is  high. 

That  Chinese  girl  did  not  have  to  die. 
The  Iban  boy  did  not  have  to  die.  My  own 
son,  did  not  have  to  suffer  from  a  disease 
that  is  commonplace  for  my  Iban 
friends.  For  those  with  the  power,  and  for 
those  who  support  and  aid  their  power, 
typhoid,  cholera,  diptheria  and  malaria 
are  not  a  priority. 

The  World  Health  Organization  spent 
$63  million  in  the  last  decade  and  has 
nearly  eradicated  smallpox.  That  same 
$63  million  will  almost  buy  one  of  the  100 
new  B-l  bombers  in  our  government’s 
$1.6  trillion  five-year  plan  to  provide  for 
America’s  “peace  and  security.” 

Imagine  if  a  responsible  portion  of  the 
billions  to  be  spent  on  armaments  were 
to  be  used  for  the  self-determination  and 
self-development  of  the  rural  people  in 
the  tropical  world.  Envision  the 
possibilities  for  cooperation  among 
America  and  the  numerous  new  and 
struggling  nations  in  the  tropical  world  if 
America  was  truly  to  assist  in  the 
development  of  sustainable  agriculture 
and  relevant  rural  health  programs.  Is  it 
really  in  our  nation’s  best  interest  to 
have  four  tons  of  TNT  explosive  power  for 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
nuclear  stockpiles  of  the  superpowers 
while  most  of  those  same  men,  women 
and  children  don’t  have  enough  to  eat  or 
sufficient  health  care? 

To  advocate  the  next  stage  of  the 
nuclear  arms  race  in  the  name  of  peace 
and  security  is  an  outrage  to  the  majority 
of  the  earth's  people  who  hunger  for  the 
basic  necessities  of  life.  If  there  is  not  a, 
mutual  and  verifiable  freeze  on  the 
development  and  deployment  of  nuclear 
weapons  among  the  superpowers,  the 
western  world  will  face  increased  daj^ger 
of  annihilation.  As  a  result  of  the  mis¬ 
placed  priorities  and  neglect  of  those 
with  the  power,  millions  of  non-western 
people  will  needlessly  continue  to  live 
with  poverty,  disease  and  hunger. 

Watching  our  son  suffer  from  typhoid, 
we  saw  children  die.  We  also  saw  the 
outrageous  waste  of  resources  by  those 
who  define  peace  and  security  by  the 
power  of  their  weapons,  rather  than  in 
their  ability  to  assist  human  need.  A 
nuclear  freeze  is  imperative  not  only  for 
the  future  of  children  who  might  be 
victims  of  a  nuclear  exchange  but  also 
for  those  children  who  now  suffer 
because  of  humanity’s  neglect. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Mark  Bollwinkel,  is 
pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Reno, 
Nevada  ( California-Nevada  Confer¬ 
ence). 


Everybody’s  Handbook  for  Survival 


A  Handbook  for  the  Struggle 
to  AboUsh  Nuclear  Weapons 

Edited  by  Jim  Wallis 

This  call  to  action  from  the  moral  leaders  of  our  linn; 
presents  the  full  case— ethical,  medical,  political,  eco¬ 
nomic,  and  theological— for  ending  the  nuclear  arms  race. 

In  outlining  how  each  of  us  can  work  to  stop  the  madness, 
it  includes  a  list  of  American  and  Canadian  resources. 
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Basic  questions: 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAC.E  3 


who ,  what  are  United  Methodists? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON  —  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel 
attempted  here  last  week  to  help  United 
Methodists  answer  two  questions:  Who 
are  we?  What  are  we  to  do? 

Identified  as  significant  questions 
among  the  denomination’s  members  by 
the  1980  General  Conference,  the  bishop 
of  United  Methodism’s  New  York  West 
Area,  was  asked  to  set  out  some  answers. 

"We  are  called  to  one  purpose  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,"  he  said,  but  we  have  a 
five-fold  identity. 

Bishop  Yeakel  answered  the 
"purpose”  or  the  "what  are  we  to  do?" 
part  of  the  issue  quite  simply.  He  said, 


"For  me,  our  purpose  is  to  be  about  the 
Kingdom."  He  said  the  Kingdom  was  "a 
gift,  a  hope  and  a  task." 

Describing  the  five-fold  identity  of 
United  Methodists  here  at  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  meeting  last  week, 
the  bishop  listed  these  points : 

•  A  common  heritage  "which  is  shared 
with  all  other  Christians  everywhere  and 
in  all  ages.”  He  said  this  is  the  basis  for 
the  other  four  parts. 

•  Distinctive  emphases  within  this 
common  heritage.  He  identified  these  as 
"God’s  endowment  of  each  person  with 
dignity  and  moral  responsibility,”  “the 
primacy  of  grace,”  "an  active  stress  on 


conversion  and  the  new  birth,"  and  the 
conviction  that  "faith  and  good  works 
belong  together." 

•  The  Wesleyan  Quadrilateral.  The 
bishop  noted  that  the  1972  General 
Conference  adopted  these  four  points  as 
the  norms  and  guidelines  for  doctrinal 
formulation  in  the  UMC.  The  points  are 
Scripture  ("United  Methodists  share 
with  all  other  Christians  the  conviction 
that  Scripture  is  the  primary  source  and 
guidelines  for  doctrine”);  Tradition 
( "the  residue  of  corporate  experience  of 
earlier  Christian  communities”); 
Experience  ( "Christian  experience  is  not 
only  deeply  private  and  inward;  it  is  also 
corporate  and  active  .  .  .”);  Reason 


(“Christian  doctrines  which  are 
developed  from  Scripture,  tradition  and 
‘experience’  must  be  submitted  to 
critical  analysis  so  that  they  may 
commend  themselves  to  thoughtful 
persons  as  valid.  " 

Bishop  Yeakel  noted  that  these  four 
points  are  not  simply  parallel  "and  no 
one  can  be  subsumed  by  any  other.”  But 
he  said  "there  is  a  primacy  that  goes 
with  Scripture." 

•  Polity.  The  bishop  drew  several 
affirmative  exclamations  from  his 
audience  when  he  identified  "The  Book 
of  Discipline”  as  "our  Book  of  Covenant, 
not  of  law.” 

He  described  that  covenant  as  "our 


human  attempt  to  say  to  each  other 
every  four  years  how  we  shall  live  our 
lives  together  in  the  world. " 

He  described  United  Methodist  polity 
as  four-fold:  "We  are  a  conciliar  church 
...  in  which  the  collective  wisdom  of 
living  Christian  pastors,  teachers  and 
people  is  relied  upon  to  guard  and  guide 
our  ongoing  communal  life  ...  a 
connectional  church  in  a  network  of 
conciliar  and  legal  relationships  an 
itinerant  church  in  which  our  clergy 
are  called  to  be  sent,  not  called  to  be 
called  ...  an  episcopal  church  ("pastors 
are  de  facto  local  superintendents) .  ’ ’ 

•  The  ministry  of  all  Christians.  He 
functions  of  this 


ministry  as  calling,  caring  and  serving 
and  said  that  these  three  through  local 
congregations  “are  the  public  functions 
of  the  baptized  ministers  which  identify 
us  as  a  people  of  God 
This  was  the  first  of  six  “significant 
issues"  identified  in  1980  by  the  General 
Conference  to  be  amplified  for  UM 
members.  Others  are  "Our  unity  amidst 
diversity,  our  understanding  of  crucial 
world  issues,  our  ability  to  communicate 
with  effectiveness,  our  ability  to 
understand  and  respond  to  issues  in  the 
economy,  and  our  development  and 
support  of  leadership. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Bishop  nixes 
TV  debate 
challenge 

NEW  YORK  -  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  Armstrong,  as  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
declined  an  invitation  to  debate  the  Rev. 
Edmund  Robb,  United  Methodist 
evangelist  from  Marshall,  Tex.,  on  NBC 
television’s  "Today”  show  Nov.  8. 

The  invitation  was  precipitated  by  a 
story  in  the  New  York  Times  Nov.  2 
which  identified  Mr.  Robb  as  "a  frequent 
critic  of  his  own  denomination  and  its 
involvements  in  the  council.”  Mr.  Robb 
is  president  of  the  Institute  of  Religion 
and  Democracy,  a  Washington-based 
group  which  has  criticized  several 
actions  of  the  ecumenical  council. 

The  invitation  from  NBC  reached 
Bishop  Armstrong  as  he  presided  here 
over  the  council’s  governing  board 
meeting.  He  told  the  board  that  he  would 
not  "disgrace"  the  council  by  being  part 
of  a  "cheap-shot  dialogue"  which  would 
not  really  be  a  dialogue.  He  said  he  was 
in  complete  agreement  with  the  NCC’s 
information  director,  United  Methodist 
layman  Warren  Day,  who  had  spoken  for 
Bishop  Armstrong  in  declining  the  invita¬ 
tion  from  NBC. 

Mr.  Day  told  the  governing  board  that 
the  invitation  was  “part  of  an  effort  by 
some  in  the  media  to  pit  Christians 
against  Christians  for  the  sake  of 
building  ratings.  It  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  had  any  kind  of 
responsible  discussion  in  that  program’s 
usual  format.” 

He  pointed  out  to  the  Reporter  that  the 
NCC  Information  Office  sponsored  a 
program  here  last  spring  which  included 
a  debate  between  the  bishop,  Mr.  Robb, 
and  others  from  their  two  groups.  Mr. 
Day  said  he  understood  Mr.  Robb  had 
accepted  the  ‘  ‘Today"  show  invitation. 


UM  congregation  celebrates  new  ministry  to  deaf  members 

SCOTTSDALE,  Ariz.  —  The  Rev.  Robert  Brashares  offers  the  communion  cup  to  worshippers  as  Chris  Vicencio  and  Sue 
Mowrer  interpret  the  words  for  the  deaf  attending  Scottsdale  United  Methodist  Church.  This  new  ministry  began  October  3 
after  the  congregation’s  administrative  board  became  aware  last  spring  that  deaf  members  of  the  Scottsdale  community  did 
not  have  worship  opportunities  in  Protestant  churches  of  the  area,  according  to  Pat  Lyon,  chairman  of  the  evangelism 
commission  which  organized  the  project.  Two  interpreters  are  used,  each  one  signing  on  alternate  Sundays. 

PHOTO  COURTESY  SC  OTTSDALE  DAILY  PROGRESS 
Bob  Johnstone.  Photographer 


‘Gay’ church,  bio-ethics ,  child  care 


3  studies  move  toward  vote 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  —  Three  major  studies 
moved  farther  into  the  ecumenical 
mainstream  during  the  National  Council 
of  Churches’  Governing  Board  meeting 
here  Nov.  3-5  (see  related  story  on  this 
page  on  the  council’s  international 
concerns). 

The  most  controversial,  for  the 
moment,  is  the  council’s  continuing 
consideration  of  a  membership  appli¬ 
cation  from  the  Universal  Fellowship  of 
Metropolitan  Community  Churches.  The 
fellowship  has  been  described,  report¬ 
edly  even  within  NCC  publications,  as  a 
"homosexual"  church,  but  fellowship 
officials  insist  “we  are  a  Christian  Church, 
founded  initially  and  primarily  as  an  out¬ 
reach  to  ‘gay’  men  and  lesbians. . .” 

Vote  on  ‘gay’  church  delayed 

The  council  had  received  the 
fellowship’s  membership  application  last 
May  and  had  referred  it  to  the  council’s 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  for  study 


and  recommendations.  The  timeline 
adopted  last  May  anticipated  what 
would  have  amounted  to  definitive  action 
on  the  membership  application  at  the 
governing  board  meeting  in  May  1983  in 
San  Francisco. 

But  many  persons  at  last  week’s 
meeting  complained  informally  that  this 
schedule  was  forcing  a  too-hurried  study. 
So  the  council  added  another  layer  to  the 
study  process  by  referring  certain 
procedural  matters  to  its  membership 
committee  and  delayed  the  advisory 
vote  to  November  1983.  If  the  application 
receives  favorable  action  in  November,  a 
final  vote  on  it  could  come  in  May  1984. 

Consideration  of  a  membership 
application  from  a  church  which 
proclaims  a  major  part  of  its  ministries 
along  lines  of  sexual  preferences  is  a  new 
phenomenon  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

Likewise  new  was  the  council's 
receipts  of  a  39-page  study  document  two 
years  in  the  making  on  bioethical 
concerns. 


The  council  received  this  lengthy 
document  for  study  only.  It  likely  will  not 
come  back  to  the  council  for  tentative 
approval  before  May  1984.  Particularly 
because  of  its  sections  on  the  theological 
and  ethical  dimensions  of  genetic 
engineering,  the  document  is  considered 
to  represent  pioneering  work.  (A  more 
complete  report  of  the  National  Council’s 
study  paper  on  bioethical  concerns  will 
appear  in  an  upcoming  issue  of  the 
Reporter). 

‘Landmark*  study  lauded 

No  less  than  a  U.S.  senator  described 
still  another  document  presented  to  this 
council’s  meeting  as  “a  landmark."  It 
presents  major  findings  of  the  most 
extensive  survey  ever  made  of  child  day 
care  in  the  U.S.  The  council’s  study 
shows  that  churches  are  the  largest 
single  provider  of  child  day  care  services 
in  the  U.S.  and  that  this  church-related 
care  is  being  adversely  affected  by 
federal  and  state  budget  cuts. 

Sen.  Christopher  Dodd  of  Connecticut, 


long  active  in  federal  legislation  on 
various  health  and  family  issues,  told  the 
board  the  council  deserves  the  nation’s 
gratitude  for  providing  this  landmark 
work.  The  council’s  Child  Advocacy 
Working  Group  expects  to  continue  study 
and  to  plan  child  care  demonstration  pro¬ 
jects  for  at  least  two  years  and  then  to 
present  a  comprehensive  child  care  policy 
for  council  action  perhaps  by  1984. 

Two  other  public  figures  spoke  as  co¬ 
chairpersons  of  the  National  Council’s 
own  presidential  panel  on  its  future 
mission  and  resources.  Former 
Congresswoman  Martha  Keys  of  Kansas 
urged  the  council  to  continue  to  speak  out 
on  major  social  issues  and  she  cited  the 
Social  Security  System  as  one  needing 
special  consideration.  Mayor  Andrew 
Young  of  Atlanta,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister  and  former  staff  worker 
with  the  National  Council,  urged  the 
council  to  continue  to  respond  "to  people 
who  take  our  preaching  seriously 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Long  Mississippi  controversy  continues 

Former  mayor  acquitted  of  hiring  killers 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

LEXINGTON,  Miss.  -  Eddie  James 
Carthan,  the  former  Tchula,  Miss, 
mayor  who  has  been  backed  by  various 
forms  of  national  church  support,  was 
acquitted  here  last  week  on  the  charge 
that  he  hired  the  two  St.  Louis  gunmen 
who  killed  his  chief  black  opponent. 

The  all-black  jury  took  less  than  an 
hour  to  determine  the  verdict  at  the  end 
of  the  three-week  trial. 

That  was  one  of  many  new 
developments  last  week  in  the  long 
controversy  concerning  the  black, 
former  mayor  and  the  financial  and  verbal 
support  of  his  case  by  United  Methodist’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

•  Mr.  Carthan  was  put  back  in  jail 
where  he  is  serving  a  three-year 
sentence  on  an  earlier  conviction  for 
assaulting  a  police  officer.  The  state 
supreme  court  in  August  upheld  the 
conviction. 

•  Carthan  supporters  went  to  Jackson, 
Miss.,  after  the  trial  and  Mr.  Carthan’s 
re-jailing.  They  entered  the  state 
supreme  court  building  and  demanded 
that  the  supreme  court  set  bond  so  Mr. 
Carthan  could  be  released.  However, 
according  to  clerks  at  the  Mississippi  and 
U.S.  Supreme  Courts,  Mr.  Carthan  has 
no  appeal  filed  on  his  assault  conviction. 


Thus,  bail  cannot  be  considered. 

•  Staff  members  of  Global  Ministries’ 
National  Division  initiated  a  process  of 
consultation  with  the  United  Methodist 
bishop  in  Mississippi  and  the  director  of 
the  North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  about  the  National 
Division  helping  to  provide  bond  money 
for  Mr.  Carthan,  should  bail  eventually 
be  set  at  an  "excessive  level."  The  bond 
would  be  arranged  through  the 
Ecumenical  Bail  Bond  Fund  which  is 
administered  by  Global  Ministries  and 
agencies  of  eight  other  denominations.  A 
National  Council  of  Churches’  staff 
person  connected  to  the  fund  said 
preparatory  discussions  are  being  held. 

•  Among  the  persons  who 
demonstrated  support  for  Mr.  Carthan 
outside  the  court  house  during  his  trial 
were  a  dozen  persons  who  say  the 
National  Division  helped  pay  their 
transportation  to  Mississippi  from 
around  the  country.  Because  the  funds 
were  provided  without  first  consulting 
Mississippi  UM  leaders,  an  inquiry  is 
being  conducted.  While  that  occurs,  at 
least  two  staff  persons  are  suspended  for 
up  to  three  months. 

For  awhile  last  week,  there  was 
confusion  as  to  the  meaning  of 
suspension.  Some  officers  said  it  merely 
meant  the  persons  could  not  perform 


their  regular  duties.  By  the  end  of  the 
week,  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  made  it 
clear  that  the  suspended  staff  members 
were  in  the  office  for  a  part  of  last  week 
only  to  help  transfer  their  responsibili¬ 
ties  to  other  persons.  At  least  until  the  in¬ 
quiry  is  completed,  "they  will  be  off- 
duty,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Nugent,  chief  executive  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  the  most  recent 
expenditures  without  prior  consultation 
in  this  episode  created  a  "grave  situation 
with  serious  consequences."  He  noted 
that  National  Division  leaders  have  been 
involved  in  discussions  for  months 
concerning  “consultation."  With  that 
kind  of  focus,  staff  members  should  not 
have  to  be  reminded  to  "be  faithful  to 
commitments"  the  division  has  made 
concerning  consultation  with  local 
church  officials,  he  said. 

•  The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  chief  of  the 
National  Division,  told  the  Reporter  that 
he  is  carrying  out  the  inquiry.  If 
termination  of  employment  becomes  a 
possibility,  he  said,  the  board’s  personnel 
committee  will  become  involved. 

•  One  of  the  persons  suspended  — 
Sheila  Collins  —  was  commended  last 
week  by  the  governing  board  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  The  board 
"congratulated"  and  "supported"  Ms. 
Collins  for  the  way  she  brought  the 


Carthan  issue  to  the  attention  of  the 
national  Christian  community. 

•  Global  Ministries’  officials  have  said 
all  along  that  they  are  involved  in  the 
Carthan  case  because  his  is  symbolic  of 
racism  and  political  repression.  They 
have  been  among  the  supporters  of  Mr. 
Carthan  who  contended  a  fair  trial  was 
not  possible  in  his  home  county  because 
white  persons  holding  economic  power 
might  coerce  jurors  among  the  predomi¬ 
nantly  black  population  to  convict  him. 

Many  Mississippi  United  Methodists, 
however,  say  that  church  efforts  from 
the  national  level  have  been  intended  to 
intimidate  potential  jurors  from 
convicting  him  rather  than  to  insure  a 
fair  trial.  They  say  that  Mr.  Carthan’s 
attorneys  have  never  asked  that  the  trial 
be  held  elsewhere. 

The  case  against  Mr.  Carthan  lay 
primarily  with  the  testimony  of  the  two 
confessed  murderers  who  testified  about 
alleged  meetings  with  Mr.  Carthan  in 
Chicago  and  Atlanta  to  plot  the 
assassination.  A  woman  also  testified 
that  she  saw  Mr.  Carthan  at  the  Atlanta 
meeting.  Mr.  Carthan.  however,  said  he 
had  never  seen  the  two  murderers. 

Mr.  Bideaux  told  the  Reporter  that 
National  Division  officials  "are  grateful 
that  apparently  the  process  of  the  case 
has  moved  to  a  “fair  end." 


International  peace 
issues  weigh  heavily 


on  U.S.  council  leaders 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  applied  its  1982-84  thematic 
emphasis  —  "peace  with  justice"  —  to 
several  global  hot  spots  during  its 
policymaking  meeting  of  the  governing 
board  here  Nov.  3-5. 

Visiting  teams  of  church  leaders  from 
two  of  the  hottest  spots  —  Poland  and 
Nicaragua  —  helped  accentuate  the 
religious  dimensions  of  seeking  peace 
with  justice.  But  the  peace  issue  most 
divisive  within  the  council  itself  surfaced 
over  still  another  region  —  the  Middle 
East. 

On  a  split  vote,  the  governing  board 
withheld  its  approval  from  a  resolution 
that  would  have  flatly  accused  Israel  of 
continuing  to  defy  international  law  and 
of  violating  the  human  rights  of 
Palestinians  and  other  Christians  and 
Muslims  in  the  Middle  East.  The  strong 
statement  was  proposed  by  one  of  the 
council’s  Orthodox  member 
communions. 

‘Anti-Israel’  move  referred 

The  council  through  the  years  has 
debated  and  adopted  policies  on  many 
issues  involving  the  Middle  East.  But 
some  board  members’  allegations  that 
this  latest  attempt  at  stronger  anti-Israel 
language  was  "imbalanced”  helped 
delay  further  action  on  the  resolution.  The 
resolution  was  referred  to  the  council’s 
Middle  East  committee. 

Earlier  the  council  heard  an  updated 
report  from  J  Richard  Butler,  head  of 
the  council’s  Middle  East  office  Mr. 
Butler  said  that  the  Reagan 
Administration  has  drawn  up  a  Middle 
East  "initiative"  document  which 
parallels  in  many  instances  a  similar 
document  from  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  He  said  that  the  council’s 
president,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  Armstrong,  is  seeking  an 
appointment  to  discuss  these  similarities 
and  differences  with  President  Reagan 
and  said  Bishop  Armstrong  is  scheduled 
to  visit  the  Middle  East  on  behalf  of  the 
council  in  June. 

The  "peace  with  justice”  emphasis  led 
the  governing  board  to  strongly  criticize 
the  U.S.  government  over  its  actions  in 
yet  another  area  —  Central  America. 

A  resolution  adopted  here  asserts  there 
is  evidence  "that  the  U.S.  is  supporting 
covert  activites  to  destabilize  the 
Nicaraguan  government.’’  The 
resolution  also  "expresses  alarm  at  the 
growing  danger  of  war  between 
Nicaragua  and  Honduras”  and  calls  on 
the  U.S.  government  "to  reverse  its 
policy  of  seeking  military  solutions  to  the 
conflicts  in  Central  America.  " 

In  a  news  conference  following  that 
board  action,  NCC  overseas  ministries 
staff  person  the  Rev.  William  Wipfler 
said  the  U.S.  is  trying  to  establish 
Honduras  as  its  "proxy  presence"  from 


which  it  can  control  Central  America. 

In  a  companion  resolution,  the  national 
council’s  board  supported  a  “Central 
America  Week"  being  organized  by 
a  national  interreligious  task  force  for 
March  18-27,  1983.  This  special  week  is 
designed  to  bring  Central  American 
issues  more  forcefully  home  to  the  U.S. 
public. 

Religious  repression  denied 

As  a  start  in  that  direction,  the  NCC 
had  as  its  guests  a  small  delegation  of 
church  leaders  from  Nicaragua.  The 
two  who  addressed  a  news  conference 
here  denied  there  is  religious  repression 
in  their  country  but  insisted  that  until 
"the  North  American  administration 
takes  its  hands  off  Nicaragua,  there  will 
be  no  peace.” 

Yet  another  delegation,  this  one 
consisting  of  three  persons  from  Poland, 
spoke  of  religious  freedoms  in  their 
home  country.  They  added  that 
Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  in  that 
Catholic-dominated  country  are  working 
together  "as  never  before”  to  prepare  to 
jointly  celebrate  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity  in  January  1983. 

One  Polish  visitor,  the  head  of  the 
national  Bible  society  there  and  the  wife 
of  a  Lutheran  bishop,  did  acknowledge, 
though,  that  Catholic  "fanatics"  had 
taken  over  18  Lutheran  churches  in 
Poland.  All  but  six  have  been  returned  to 
their  rightful  owners,  she  said. 

All  three  Polish  church  visitors  here 
dismissed  as  "an  old  story"  recent 
reports  that  the  Soviet  press  in  Moscow 
has  accused  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
in  Poland  of  financing  opponents  of  the 
martial-law  government  in  Poland. 

South  African  applauded 

The  council  reserved  two  of  its 
strongest  ovations  both  to  greet  and  to 
bid  farewell  to  a  young  black  South 
African,  who  is  the  newly-elected 
president  of  the  World  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches. 

The  Rev.  Allan  Boesak  spared  little 
criticism  of  either  his  government  and  its 
policy  of  racial  segregation  known  as 
apartheid  or  of  his  country’s  dominant 
church,  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and 
its  formative  and  supportive  roles  behind 
that  policy. 

Speaking  directly  to  the  U.S. 
ecumenical  council’s  triennial  theme, 
Mr.  Boesak  declared,  "The  people  who 
seek  peace  with  justice  in  my  country 
cannot  be  defeated  by  the  government." 
He  called  his  nation  a  "national  security 
state"  and  said  his  government’s  most 
important  policies  remain  to  “see  that 
white  supremacy  is  entrenched.  ’  ’ 

"We  ask  you,"  he  challenged  the 
council,  “to  let  the  South  African 
government  know  that  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  on  the  move  together." 


ENOUGH  TO  MAKE 
A  DIFFERENCE 


United  Methodist  Student  Day  offering  receipts: 

■  Return  to  the  annual  conference  in  the  form  of  Merit 
Scholarships. 

■  Provide  more  than  2,000  loons  and  more  than  500 
scholarships  to  United  Methodist  students: 

■  Support  United  Methodist  institutions  of  higher  education; 

■  Are  recycled  os  more  than  98  percent  of  the  loons  ore 
repaid  within  10  to  12  years,- 

Give  generously  on  United  Methodist  Student  Day— 
November  28,  1982 


Your  gift  will  moke  a  difference  In  the  lives  of 
United  Methodist  students! 


For  more  Information,  contact: 

Dr.  Esther  E.  Edwards,  Office  of  Loons  and  Scholarships, 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

P.O.  Box  871.  Nashville.  TN  07202. 
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World  Council’s  1983 
assembly  expected  to 
expose  its  ‘fragility’ 


NEW  YORK  (RNS)  -  The  World 
Council  of  Churches  assembly  in  Canada 
next  summer  will  expose  “how  incredibly 
fragile  the  ecumenical  movement  is,” 
says  a  spokesman  for  the  agency  that 
counts  some  300  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
churches  among  its  members. 

It  is  expected  that  some  of  the  “hottest 
debates”  in  Vancouver  next  July  24  to 
August  10  will  be  on  ecclesiological 
issues,  said  the  Rev.  John  Bluck.  He  was 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada  recently 
to  discuss  plans  for  the  council's  sixth 
assembly  since  its  founding  in  1948.  The 
assembly  will  draw  some  900  delegates 
from  member  communions  and 
thousands  of  observers.  Mr.  Bluck  said 
the  WCC  is  in  “troubled  waters"  and 
there  is  “need  to  establish  credentials 
anew"  —  a  move  which  is  underway  but 
incomplete. 

“The  most  important  thing.”  he  said, 
"is  a  search  for  a  more  appropriate 
ecumenical  voice.  I  think  we've  learned 
to  speak  more  carefully.”  He  said  the 
Council  finds  it  is  “less  and  less  able  to 
speak  on  single  issues”  but  is  pressured 
to  see  issues  as  part  of  a  whole. 

While  the  WCC  has  been  portrayed  by 
some  as  a  left-leaning  activist  group,  the 
label  is  outdated,  or.  at  least,  shows  only 
part  of  the  picture.  Mr  Bluck  said  in  an 
interview.  He  says  many  of  the  attacks 
against  the  WCC  are  aimed  at  the 
council’s  activism  of  the  1960s. 

Meeting  against  a  backdrop  of  the  Viet¬ 
nam  War  and  student  revolts,  the  WCC 
took  a  strong  social  activist  position  at  its 
1968  fourth  assembly  in  Uppsala, 
Sweden.  But,  urged  by  its  more  conser¬ 
vative  members,  the  council  had  already 
moved  at  the  1975  fifth  assembly  in 
Nairobi  to  re-emphasize  evangelism  and 
Christian  unity,  he  said.  Some  social  acti¬ 
vists  complained  the  WCC  was  backing 
away  from  social  action.  To  conserva¬ 
tives  the  move  wasn’t  enough. 

Mr.  Bluck  said  the  Vancouver 
assembly  will  make  further  progress  in 
balancing  social  action  and  evangelical- 
ecclesiological  concerns. 

However,  the  issue  not  only  involves 
balancing  social  action  and  evangelism 
—  but  deciding  what  constitutes 
authentic  Christian  social  action. 
Christians  are  deeply  divided  on  what 
are  the  root  causes  and  solutions  to  such 
world  problems  as  poverty,  the  arms 
race,  violence,  and  economic  inequities. 

He  said  the  Program  to  Combat 
Racism,  started  in  1980.  has  generated 
the  most  negative  publicity  because  of  its 
controversial  grants  to  liberation  groups 
in  Africa.  “What  is  a  virtue  to  some  is  a 
vice  to  others.”  he  said,  noting  that  many 
have  praised  the  program  and  churches 


continue  to  earmark  funds  for  it. 

Mr.  Bluck  said  North  Americans  tend 
to  be  most  critical  about  the  Council’s 
social  activism.  But  other  groups 
criticize  for  different  reasons.  For 
example,  "Asians  think  the  WCC  is  too 
Eurocentric,  doesn’t  take  the  Asian 
language  seriously.  The  Orthodox  want 
more  emphasis  on  biblical  authority 
and  ecclesiological  seriousness  .  They 
criticize  with  the  same  kind  of  passion  as 
people  in  this  country  who  say  we’re  too 
political,  who  criticize  the  Program  to 
Combat  Racism.” 

Mr.  Bluck  said  the  Nairobi  Assembly 
was  a  “watershed."  The  Council  began 
moving  from  a  group  dominated  by  a 
“network”  of  ecumenical  leaders  to  one 
in  which  the  churches  demanded  more  of 
a  say. 

Especially  in  the  last  five  years.  Mr. 
Bluck  said,  the  WCC  “has  become  a 
much  more  diverse  group,  more  repre¬ 
sentative,  harder  to  generalize  about." 

The  impact  of  the  Orthodox  churches 
will  be  very  evident  in  Vancouver,  Mr. 
Bluck  said.  The  Orthodox,  who  comprise 
nearly  half  of  the  memberships,  want 
more  say  in  WCC  policies. 

The  Orthodox  have  voiced  fierce  objec¬ 
tions  to  efforts  by  feminists  for  more  of  a 
policy  voice,  and  have  demanded  that 
questions  on  women's  roles  be  studied 
and  decided  not  at  the  sociological  level 
but  rather  the  theological.  The  Orthodox 
have  also  long  charged  that  the  Council 
relies  too  much  on  political,  social  and 
economic  restructuring  to  solve  human 
problems. 

Mr.  Bluck  suggested  that  the  greatest 
strength  of  the  WCC  —  one  which 
shouldn’t  be  underestimated— is  that  it 
provides  a  forum  for  diverse  church 
bodies  to  come  together  and  think  ima¬ 
ginatively  in  ways  they  couldn’t  do  alone. 

For  the  first  week  of  the  assembly, 
delegates  will  explore  the  theme  of  life  in 
Christ  under  four  headings:  as  a  gift  of 
God  for  all  creation;  in  all  its  fullness, 
now  and  eternally ;  in  the  unity  it  offers  to 
break  all  barriers;  and  as  a  resurrecting 
force  confronting  and  overcoming  death. 

In  the  second  week,  delegates  will 
focus  on  eight  issues  arising  out  of  the 
WCC’s  work  since  the  last  assembly: 
witnessing  in  a  divided  world;  taking 
steps  toward  church  unity ;  how  churches 
can  include  more  fully  women  and  men, 
young  and  old,  lay  and  clergy,  disabled 
and  abled;  creating  a  healing  community 
and  sharing  our  resources  as  a  human 
family;  disarmament,  peace  and 
security  issues;  struggling  for  justice 
and  human  dignity,  new  ways  of  listening 
and  learning  in  community;  communi¬ 
cating  with  conviction. 


‘Real  people 9  talk  to  ‘ real  people 9 


World  church  team  visit  alters  perceptions 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  The  World  Council  of  Churches  team  was  here  Oct.  11  and 
included,  left  to  right,  Erika  Stoffler  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany;  Dr.  Kofi 
Asare  Opoku  of  Ghana;  the  Rev.  Paul  Abrecht  of  Switzerland;  the  Rev.  Aracely  E. 
DeRocchietti  of  Uruguay  and  the  Rev.  Fred  Wilson  of  the  United  States. 

LOUISIANA  REPORTER  PHOTO 


ATLANTA  (UMNS)  -  Although 
they  may  not  have  harbored  warm 
feelings  toward  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  many  of  the  500  to  1,000 
people  in  this  Bible  Belt  city  had  their 
perceptions  changed  due  to  a  visit 
from  four  WCC  representatives  in 
mid-October.  And,  there  were  also 
some  perceptual  changes  on  the  part 
of  the  visiting  team. 

“The  new  impression  we  have  of  the 
World  Council  is  one  of  real  people 
wanting  to  hear  from  real  people,” 
reported  the  Rev.  John  S.  Wood,  a 
United  Methodist  who  heads  the 
Georgia  Christian  Council.  “I’m  only 
disappointed  more  church  members 
did  not  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  meet  them." 

A  similar  shift  in  perceptions  was 
evident  on  the  part  of  the  WCC 
visitors.  Dr.  Adeolu  Adegbola, 
director  of  the  Center  for  Applied 
Religions  and  Education  in  Ibadan, 
Nigeria  and  a  Methodist,  summed  it 
up:  “I  am  surprised  and  very 
impressed  by  the  large  number  of 
ecumenical  groups  in  Atlanta  alone 
which  are  not  just  concerned  but 
actively  dealing  with  the  same  kinds 
of  issues  that  concern  the  World 
Council.” 

He  and  other  team  members  also 
met  Southerners  at  a  day  of 
“hearings”  on  local  and  world  efforts 
to  combat  poverty;  the  National 
Student  Consultation  sponsored  by 
Morehouse  College  and  the  Martin 
Luther  King  Center  for  Social 
Change;  a  church-sponsored 
reception  for  international  students; 
an  ecumenical  worship  and  reception 
at  Peachtree  Road  United  Methodist 
Church;  and  a  visit  to  ecumenical 
projects  in  rural  Georgia  such  as 
Koinonia  Farms  and  Habitat  for 
Humanity. 

Council  criticism  heard 

While  the  team  elicited  feelings  of 
warmth  and  admiration  for 
themselves  as  individuals,  as  well  as 
interest  in  their  home  churches,  they 
took  some  criticism  of  the  World 
Council  itself. 

Among  comments  at  the  hearings 
was  this  from  a  lay  woman:  “I  don’t 
like  to  be  considered  a  racist  because 
I  question  whether  the  World  Council 
gives  money  to  support  terrorism.” 

The  Rev.  Ed  Grider,  community 
organizer  for  Atlanta  Presbytery, 
suggested  the  Council  send  out  far 
fewer  publications  and  work  longer  on 
those  they  do.  “I  don’t  have  the  time 
or  interest  to  read  all  your 
pamphlets,”  he  said,  “but  I  find 
myself  studying  and  using  Pope  John 
Paul  IT*.  encyclical  “On  Human 
Work."  It  deals  with  the  same  issues 


as  the  WCC  but  in  a  more  theological 
and  pastoral  way.” 

Another  church  executive  who  said 
she  had  “no  problems  regarding 
where  the  (anti-racism)  grants  go,” 
regretted  that  the  “central  image  of 
the  World  Council  has  become 
money.” 

Joan  Mayland  of  the  Church  of 
England  vigorously  defended  the 
theory  of  a  “just  war”  in  explaining 
why  the  WCC  chose  sides  to  signal 
moral  support  in  various  political 
conflicts.  Her  remark  brought  an 
uncomfortable  silence  on  the  part  of 
both  black  and  white  participants  in 
the  hearings. 

Dr.  Justo  Gonzalez,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  historian,  then 
commented:  “I  think  that  a  century 
from  now  historians  will  record  that 
we  are  living  in  the  middle  of  a  world¬ 
wide  revolution.  Those  in  power  seem 
not  to  realize  that  half  the  world  is 
headed  in  one  direction  and  the  other 
half  in  the  opposite  one.  But  many  in 
the  Church  sense  that  is  true.” 

Team  travels  to  90  countries 

Meanwhile,  a  second  team  was 
visiting  Minnesota  Oct.  13-17.  They 
were  among  the  380  people  traveling 
to  90  countries  to  listen  to  concerns  of 
church  people  and  prepare  them  for 
the  Sixth  Assembly  of  the  WCC  to  be 
held  in  July  1983  in  Vancouver, 
Canada.  Approximately  900  delegates 
will  represent  302  Protestant, 


Anglican  and  Orthodox  churches 
belonging  to  the  WCC.  Theme  of  the 
event  will  be  “Jesus  Christ  —  the  Life 
of  the  World.” 

The  Midwest  team  included  the 
Rev.  Gabriel  Setiloane,  a  circuit- 
riding  Methodist  preacher  from 
Kroons  tad,  South  Africa;  Jobson 
Misang  of  Papua/New  Guinea ;  Cesar 
Espiritus,  a  United  Methodist 
professor  at  the  University  of  the 
Philippines;  Marie  Assad,  an 
Egyptian  Copt  who  is  deputy  general 
secretary  of  the  WCC;  and  the  Rev. 
Joan  Campbell,  National  Council  of 
Churches  USA. 

About  his  visit  with  Minnesota 
farmers  Dr.  Espiritu  said:  “I  found 
people  talking  from  their  hearts  about 
their  problems  and  experiences.  I 
leave  with  a  better  knowledge  of  how 
their  problems  and  ours  are 
interrelated.” 

Mr.  Setiloane  said  he  hopes  the 
Vancouver  meeting  will  produce  an 
awareness  of  people's  oneness 
regardless  of  racial  or  ethnic 
differences.  He  prays  that 
participants  gain  the  vision  to 
struggle  for  peace,  economic  justice 
and  human  rights  with  the  guidance  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  Bible.” 

At  the  Minneapolis  Council  of 
Churches'  fall  assembly,  questions 
were  raised  about  the  recently 
published  Reader’s  Digest  article 
criticizing  the  WCC.  Dr.  Espiritu 
responded  .  “We  each  have  prejudices 


from  our  own  cultural  viewpoints.  If 
other  interests  or  values  are 
expressed,  then  they  are  seen  as  the 
enemy,  as  Communist.” 

Suggestions  included  encouraging 
more  use  of  WCC  issue-papers  and 
resources,  hearing  from  local  people 
who  have  attended  Council  functions, 
and  reaching  out  to  people  from  other 
countries  living  here  to  learn  their 
perspectives  and  experiences. 

After  two  weeks  of  touring  cities  in 
the  Southeast,  Southwest  and 
Midwest,  the  12  international  visitors 
gathered  in  Washington  for  the  de¬ 
briefing  session. 

Although  expressing  appreciation 
for  efforts  toward  Christian  unity, 
they  also  voiced  dismay  at  the 
pervasiveness  of  poverty,  racism, 
injustice  and  the  treatment  of 
refugees  they  had  seen. 

Of  all  of  the  visitors  expressed 
surprise  and  pleasure  at  the  amount 
of  Roman  Catholic  participation  in 
local  councils  of  churches. 

At  the  same  time  the  group  was 
stunned  to  find  "in  the  midst  of  this 
wealthy  First  World  country 
conditions  of  poverty,  squalor, 
deprivation  and  hunger  that  we  would 
normally  expect  to  find  in  the  least 
developed  parts  of  the  world."  They 
learned  that  in  a  poor  area’s  health 
center  the  diseases  most  commonly 
treated  were  the  same  as  in 
developing  countries,  headed  by 
malnutrition. 

A  statement  drawn  up  by  the  group 
said  the  effects  of  poverty  “are  made 
so  much  worse  by  the  pervading  evil 
of  racism  .  .  .  still  firmly  engrained  in 
the  society  at  every  point.” 

It  expressed  sadness  about  “the 
grip  that  racism  has  on  the  churches 
themselves.”  Integration  “is  not  the 
real  point,”  it  added,  but  cooperation 
across  racial  lines  to  deal  with 
poverty  and  injustice,  where  “black 
churches  as  well  as  white  are  not 
doing  all  they  can.” 

The  churches  “must  face  the  fact 
they  have  a  tremendous  amount  of 
power  and  should  use  it  properly  .  . 
to  put  pressure  on  the  government  to 
pursue  acceptable  social  policies,” 
the  statement  said. 

Mrs.  Mayland  voiced  pleasure  at 
the  progress  on  women’s  issues  since 
her  last  U.S.  visit,  particularly  in 
women’s  ordination. 

Dr.  Assad  echoed  the  visitors’ 
concerned  about  the  lack  of  commu- 
mication  beyond  denominational 
bureaucracies  and  the  “pain  of  being 
asked  who  is  the  WCC?”  even  by 
church  leaders.  She  called  for  more 
seminary  education  on  ecumenism 
and  for  dialogue  with  evangelical 
church  leaders. 


New  leaders  elected 


Native  American  UMs  caucus 


Bishops  aid  sought  against  hunger 


CHEROKEE,  N.C.  (UMNS)  -  The 
Rev.  Marvin  Abrams,  pastor  of  the 
Native  American  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Los  Angeles,  has  been  elected 
chairperson  of  the  Native  American 
International  Caucus  (NAIC)  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

The  election  came  during  the  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  of  the  caucus  here  last 
month  at  u.c  Cherokee  United  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  Abrams,  a  member  of  the 
Seneca  Tribe,  succeeds  Kenneth  Scott, 
Rose,  Okla.,  a  Muskogee.  He  is  a  native 
of  Western  New  York  and  served  several 
United  Methodist  churches  there  before 
moving  to  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
Annual  Conference. 

Other  NAIC  officers  are:  vice  chairper¬ 


son,  Juanita  Wolfe,  a  Cherokee  from 
Cherokee,  N.C.;  treasurer,  the  Rev.  Sam 
Wynn,  a  Lumbee  from  Rowland,  N.C. ;  and 
secretary,  Marlene  Driver,  Duluth,  Minn. 

The  NAIC  was  organized  in  1970  as  an 
Indian  advisory  cojnmittee  to  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  In  1976  it  became  an 
“international”  caucus,  acknowledging 
the  many  sovereign  Indian  nations  and 
the  aboriginal  people  of  other  countries, 
and  dropped  its  advisory  role.  Now 
addressing  concerns  of  the  entire  church, 
the  caucus  advocates  for  Native 
American  ministries  and  seeks 
involvement  for  Native  Americans  in  the 
church  at  all  levels.  Its  primary  financial 
support  comes  from  the  denomination’s 


“WALK  THROUGH  THE  CENTURIES’’ 

with 

Dr.  &Mrs.  Douglas  Fleming 

April  14,  1983 

EGYPT:  Cairo,  Luxor,  Aswan,  Abu  Simbel;  GREECE:  Athens.  Corinth, 
Delphi;  GREEK  ISLANDS:  Crete,  Patmos,  Santotini,  Ephesus.  Rhodes 
PLUS:  The  Tulip  Fields  of  Holland 
Contact:  Douglas  Fleming,  8934  S.  67  E.  Ave.,  Tulsa,  Okla.  74133 
(918)481-0895 


At  your  Cokesbury  Store, 
or  by  mail  from  the 
Cokesbury  Service 
Center  serving  your  area 

New  1982-83 
Cokesbury 
Books  Catalog 

Over  500  Bibles  and  books  described  and  Illustrated  In  full  color! 
Includes  books  moking  today's  news — fiction  and  non-flctlon — 
plus  books  of  devotion  and  prayer,  Bibles  and  Bible  references, 
children’s  books,  biographies,  crafts,  hobbles,  and  more!  Ideal 
for  selecting  Christmas  gifts — and  Cokesbury  has  a  special  gift 
catalog  for  you  too. 


Cokesbury 
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General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race. 

The  caucus  took  steps  to  assure  that 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  will 
continue  as  the  denomination’s  mission 
priority  for  the  1985-88  quadrennium. 

Members  also  endorsed  a  proposal 
presented  by  the  Rev.  Sam  Wynn, 
Rowland,  N.C.,  asking  for  a  coordinator 
of  Native  American  ministries  in  each  of 
the  church’s  five  geographic  juris¬ 
dictions.  Requests  for  money  to  support 
the  coordinators  will  be  made  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 


By  WANDA  CARMICHAEL 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  Bishops  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  will  be 
asked  to  help  mobilize  a  nationwide  local 
church  attack  on  domestic  hunger  and 
other  crises  resulting  from  economic 
dislocation  and  money  cuts  in 
government  social  programs. 

The  help  of  the  episcopacy  is  being 
sought  by  a  task  force  whose  members 
feel  the  denomination  could  be  doing 
more  to  ease  the  impact  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  and  that  the  programs  and  delivery 
system  are  already  in  place  but  not  work¬ 
ing. 

“The  directive  of  the  1980  General 
Conference  to  highlight  hunger  simply 
has  not  been  taken  seriously,”  said  J 


Harry  Haines,  associate  general 
secretary,  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  Division  (UMCOR),  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  He  based  his 
judgment  on  an  inventory  of  existing 
United  Methodist  resources  and 
computerized  stewardship  statistics. 

The  total  response  in  1981  of  one  annual 
conference  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  through  the  Hunger  Special 
Program,  was  $23.15,  Dr.  Haines  said. 

In  a  day-long  meeting  Oct.  25  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  the  task  force  agreed  that 
any  strategy  to  deal  with  immediate 
emergencies  would  involve  community 
coalitions,  cooperative  work  of 
denominations,  the  expertise  of  the  laity, 
the  “exploitation  of  our  greatest  strength 


—  our  connectional  system,”  and  efforts 
to  raise  markedly  the  awareness  of  local 
congregations. 

Long-term  solutions,  as  outlined  by 
Luther  E.  Tyson,  director  of  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Justice 
and  Survival,  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  call  for  political  action  to 
bring  about  broad  public  policy  changes. 
Mr.  Tyson  traced  unemployment  trends, 
which  have  increased  steadily  since  1950, 
creating  a  “permanent  underclass.” 

Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  Chicago  Area, 
pointed  out  that  many  persons  are 
jobless  for  the  first  time  in  their  working 
lives,  do  not  know  what  benefits  are 
available  or  how  to  get  them,  and  often 
are  too  proud  to  ask  for  help. 
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Social  action  arm  OKs  peace 
program  funding  plan 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON  -  The  Rev.  Rodney 
Shaw  has  been  authorized  to  begin 
raising  money  to  fund  a  proposed  Peace 
with  Justice  program  staff  for  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

The  details  were  worked  out  by  the 
board’s  executive  committee  (See 
Reporter,  Sept.  10)  and  approved  by  the 
full  board  last  month. 

Approximately  10  members  of  the  92- 
member  board  voted  against  the  plan 
because  of  the  irregular  nature  of  the 
board  creating  a  position  for  a  specific 
white  male  rather  than  following  the 
usual  process  of  creating  a  position  and 
then  hiring  somebody  to  fill  it  according 
to  regular  affirmative  action  hiring 
guidelines.  Some  concern  also  was 
expressed  that  Mr.  Shaw’s  strength  is 
more  in  the  area  of  disarmament  issues 
rather  than  justice  issues. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  attempting  to  raise  enough 
money  to  cover  a  $180,000-a-year  budget 
until  the  1984  General  Conference. 
Neither  he  new  any  other  person  in  the 
new  program  will  be  placed  on  the  staff 
of  Church  and  Society  until  there  is 
enough  money  to  guarantee  a  year’s 
operation.  He  intends  to  raise  the  money 
from  foundations  and  private  sources 
that  aren’t  necessarily  United  Methodist 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp,  board 
president,  said  Mr.  Shaw's  proposal  for 
beefing  up  the  program  was  accepted 
because  the  board  has  been  unsuccessful 
in  all  other  attempts  to  raise  money  to 
carry  out  the  “Peace  with  Justice” 
responsibility  given  to  it  by  die  1980 
General  Conference.  Mr.  Shaw  has  a 
proven  track  record  of  being  able  to  find 
sources  for  funding  and  of  working  on  the 
board’s  staff  during  another  period,  the 


the  church  today ... 


bishop  said. 

Once  the  money  is  raised,  Mr.  Shaw 
will  be  a  co-director  along  with  an  as-yet- 
unnamed  person  with  skills  in  justice 
issues.  An  administrative  secretary  and 
resource  person  also  will  be  hired. 

Three  Methodist,  Black 
Colleges  eye  merger  in  Texas 
Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON  —  The  boards  of  trustees  of 
three  predominantly-black,  Methodist- 
related  colleges  in  Texas  are  looking  at 
the  possibility  of  a  merger  for  economic 
reasons.  Approximately  1,800  students 
are  enrolled  the  the  three  schools. 

John  M.  Robinson,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  and  attorney  told  the  Reporter 
that  area  United  Methodist  leaders  and 
the  episcopal  leader  of  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Texas  are 
studying  the  possible  merger  of  UM- 
related  Huston-Tillotson  College  in 
Austin,  Wiley  College  at  Marshall  and 
CME-related  Texas  College  in  Tyler. 

Mr.  Robinson,  appointed  chairman  of 
the  task  force  charged  with  outlining  the 
merger  proposal,  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  trustees  of  each  of  the  colleges  will 
decide  in  coming  weeks  if  the  merger  is 
feasible.  He  said  the  heads  of  the  colleges 
have  tentatively  been  supportive  of  the 
plan. 

Mr.  Robinsons  said  a  definite  plan  may 
be  drawn  up  in  the  next  three  months. 

Financial  problems  and  a  desire  to 
preserve  these  historic  black  colleges 
were  cited  as  primary  reasons  for  the 
negotiations. 

Contingency  funds  allotted 
for  special  projects 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON  —  Several  church-wide 
programs  received  special  funding 
recently  from  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 


The  UMC’s  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  received 
$5,000  to  inquire  into  charges  of  alleged 
sexism  at  UM-related  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology. 

The  General  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  received  $80,000,  to  be  paid 
over  three  years  starting  in  1982,  to  fund 
a  women’s  history  project. 

The  General  Commission  on 
Communications  received  $4,000  for  a 
religious  television  consultation  and 
research  project. 

These  requests  were  granted  out  of  a 
special  contingency  account  designed  to 
fund  programs  beyond  those  in  agency 
budgets. 


CLASSIFIED 


POSITION :  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education, 
experienced,  full-time.  2,100-member  church  with 
excellent  facilities.  Salary  negotiable.  Immediate 
employment.  Please  send  resume  when  contacting: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  567,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37830.  Phone  (615) 
483-4357   


ST.  PAUL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  1,300 
members  in  Arlington  area,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
Program  Director,  beginning  January  1983.  Major 
emphasis  is  Christian  education  and  leadership 
training.  Send  resume  and  picture.  Salary  negotiable 
based  on  experience,  education  and  specific  skills. 
Contact  Mr  David  Merrill,  Staff-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church,  8264 
Lone  Star  Road,  Jacksonville.  FL  32211,  Phone: 
(904)724-0022. 


PERKINS  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY  SEEKS 
make  a  tenure  track  appointment  in  worship  and 
liturgy.  Rank  and  salary  are  negotiable  and  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience  Ph.D.  required.  Send 
resume  and  names  of  references  to  Professor  H 
Neill  McFarland,  chairman.  Search  Committee, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology.  S.M.U..  Dallas.  TX 
75275.  by  January  1,  1983.  An  equal  opportunity 
affirmative  action  employer. 


PEACE  WITH  JUSTICE  SEMINAR 
FOR  CLERGY  AND  LAITY 

4  p.m.  January  31 ,  1983  —  1  p.m.  February  4,  1983 
SPONSORED  BY  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL. 

DREW  UNIVERSITY 

in  con|unction  with 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  ARCHIVES 
AND  HISTORY  CENTER 

AND 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  UNITED  NATIONS 
SEMINARS  ON  INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS 

The  seminar  will  focus  on  current  international  issues. 

One  day  will  be  spent  with  the  Archives  &  History  staff  exomining  the 
church’s  involvement  in  international  issues  historically.  Two  days  the 
seminar  will  travel  into  New  York  to  the  United  Notions  Plaza.  Participants 
will  hove  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  resource  people  working  on  the 
international  issues  being  explored. 

Friday,  February  4,  the  seminar  will  meet  ot  Drew  to  consider  ways  to  deol 
with  international  issues  in  the  local  church. 

The  $195  cost  of  the  seminar  includes  room,  breakfasts,  transportation  to 
New  York,  one  theater  ticket  to  NYC  play  and  tuition.  2  C.E.U.’s  awarded. 

For  information  write:  Dr.  Stanley  J.  Menking,  Associate  Dean.  Drew 
University  Theological  School.  Madison.  N.J.  07940  or  coll  Barbara  Melcher. 
(201)377-3000,  Ext.  548. _ 
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Around  The  Conference 


The  Reverend  Roy  Mouser.  pastor  of  St.  Stephen  s  United  Methodist 
Church.  Bossier  City  and  Ed  Glay,  Stewardship  Studies  Enabler  for  the 
church. 


| 


6 Take  Care.  Share V 


“Take  Care.  Share!”  is  the  theme 
chosen  by  leaders  of  St.  Stephen’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  Bossier 
City,  Louisiana  for  their  annual 
stewardship  campaign. 

The  Reverend  Roy  Mouser,  pastor, 
said  the  highlight  of  the  campaign  will 
be  a  Loyalty  Sunday  ceremony  on 
November  21.  On  that  special  day,  the 
church’s  faithful  members  will 
personally  hand  in  their  estimates  of 
giving  for  the  coming  year.  Ed  Glay 
has  been  named  “Stewardship 
Studies  Enabler”  to  head  the  study  of 
the  book  Take  Care  by  L.  David 


Brown. 

The  expression,  “take  care,"  is 
replacing  “goodbye”  in  some  areas  as 
a  parting  word  between  friends.  Both 
have  their  roots  in  Christianity. 
“Goodbye"  is  a  contraction  of  the  old 
English  “God  be  with  ye.”  “Take 
care”  implies  that  one  should  care  for 
himself  and  everything  for  which  he  is 
responsible,  and  it  also  implies  one 
should  “give care.” 

“One  of  the  ways  we  can  ‘take  care’ 
is  by  sharing,  especially  our  financial 
resources,”  the  Reverend  Mouser 
said. 


Bike  Ride  for  Century  III  A  Success 


Dr.  Douglas  L.  McGuire,  Monroe 
District  Superintendent,  held  a 
charge  conference  at  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Providence 
on  October  17.  The  Reverend  Brady 
Forman,  pastor,  presented  Dr. 
McGuire  a  check  for  the  Century  III 


Church  Extension  Program  in  the  : 
amount  of  $1,604.70.  This  was  the  total  • 
amount  collected  from  sponsors  of  the  : 
300  mile  Bike  Ride  that  the  Reverend  • 
Forman  and  a  young  adult  in  his  j; 
church  completed  late  last  summer  •: 
for  Century  III. 


First  Homecoming  Celebrated 


Left  to  right:  The  Reverend  Calvin  Lapuyade,  the  Reverend  Jerry  James,  the 
Reverend  William  Peoples,  the  Reverend  Thomas  Beeler  and  the  Reverend 
John  Coker. 


On  Sunday,  October  17,  the 
homecoming  celebration  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Chatham 
began  with  the  Reverend  William 
Peoples  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  Bastrop.  The  Reverend 
Peoples  began  his  ministry  twenty- 
five  years  ago  at  the  Chatham 
Church.  Also  taking  part  in  the 
worship  service  were  four  former 
pastors  which  included  the  Rever¬ 
end  Calvin  Lapauade,  the  Reverend 
Jerry  James,  the  Reverend  John 
Coker,  the  Reverend  J.  T.  Garrett, 
and  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Thomas  C.  Beeler.  The 
Reverend  Garrett,  age  96,  served  as 
pastor  of  the  Chatham  Church  for 
sixteen  years  and  is  believed  to  be  the 
oldest  living  minister  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Recognition  was  given  to  four 
charter  members  during  the  home¬ 
coming  celebration.  They  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Herman  Wildem,  Mrs. 
Velma  Anders  and  Mrs.  Lillian  Shell. 

The  church’s  history  was  given, 
dating  the  beginning  of  the  first 
Methodist  Church  in  Chatham  as  being 


The  Reverend  J .  T.  Garrett 


built  in  1904.  Following  worship  there 
was  a  fellowship  meal  served  to  over 
180  friends,  family  and  former 
members  and  pastors. 

Everyone  was  able  to  view  the  goals 
the  church  has  achieved  in  1982 
including  the  landscaping  of  the 
church  grounds,  new  carpet  at  all 
doors,  new  organ,  and  New  Altar 
Paraments. 

The  homecoming  was  such  a 
wonderful  event  that  the  Chatham 
Church  has  decided  to  make  it  an  an¬ 
nual  event. 


Wesleyan  Satellite  Network  Begins 


United  Methodists  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico  will  inaugurate  their  venture 
into  telecommunications  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  23,  1982,  with  a  program  from 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  entitled  “The  Bishop's 
Call  to  Evangelism."  The  WSNet  program  may  be  seen  via  satellite 
Westar  4  <W4),  channel  11,  8:00  to  9:00  p.m.,  immediately  following  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Church  School  Lesson  Series. 


1983  Louisiana  Conference  Budget 


Pensions  Fund  . 

District  Superintendent  Fund . 

Episcopal  Fund . 

Equitable  Salary  Fund . 

Temp.  General  Aid  Fund . 

Interdenominational  Fund . 

General  Administration  Fund . 

Jurisdictional  Administration  Fund . 

La.  Conference  Adm.  Fund . 

World  Service  &  Conference  Benevolence 

Ministerial  Education . 

Black  College  Fund . 

Missional  Priority  Fund . 

Centenary  College . 

Wesley  Foundation . 

Educational  Priorities  Fund . 

La.  Interchurch  Conference . 

Totals . 

The  1983  Conference  Budget  approved  by  the  1982  Annual  Conference  lay  and  clergy 
delegates  is  an  increase  of  8.25%  over  the  budget  of  1982  and  is  divided  into  four 


categories: 

I  Ministerial  Support  $1,192,000 

II  Connectional  Administration  452,700 

III  World  Service  and  Conference  Benevolences  600,000 

IV  Other  Apportioned  Benevolences  1,287,000 

Totals  $3,531,700 


I.  Ministerial  Support 

A.  Pension  Fund  (Prior  to  1982  Years  of  Service)  $650,000.  This  covers  part  of  the 
amount  needed  each  year  for  the  “unfunded  liability”  of  the  years  of  service  prior  to 
December  31,  1981.  To  fund  the  annuity  rate  for  our  retired  ministers  and  serving 
spouses  for  1983  of  $165  per  service  year  prior  to  1982  requires  a  payment  for  1983  in 
the  amount  of  $1,126,034.  The  churches  are  apportioned  only  $650,000  and  the  balance 
needed  to  pay  the  full  payment  of  $1,126,034  will  come  from  earnings  from  The 
Pension  Crusade  Fund  and  the  Woolworth  Foundation.  The  Woolworth  Foundation 
was  established  by  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  Deane  Woolworth  of  Shreveport  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  has  received  $306,685.59  from  the  Foundation 
for  1982.  Thanks  to  income  from  these  funds,  our  churches  are  not  having  to  pay  the 
total  amount  needed  for  present  pension  payments  to  our  194  retired  ministers,  183 
surviving  spouses,  and  19  surviving  dependents  of  deceased  ministers. 

B.  District  Superintendent  Fund:  $415,000.  The  nine  district  superintendents  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  receive  base  salary  support,  utilities,  travel  allowances,  MPP 


and  CPP  Pension  payments,  and  one-half  HMEP  payments.  Also  Cabinet  expense, 
moving  expenses  allowed  by  the  conference,  and  seminary  visit  expenses  are 
provided  for  by  the  fund.  The  base  support  of  each  district  superintendent  is  the  same 
and  is  determined  by  the  Conference  Rules  based  upon  the  average  salary  of  the 
twenty  highest  paid  pastors  of  charges  in  the  conference. 

C.  Episcopal  Fund:  $82,000.  This  item  is  the  Louisiana  Conference  share  of  the 
support  for  all  active,  retired,  and  surviving  spouses  of  bishops  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  This  support  includes  the  total  supervision  of  the  church  at  home  and  over¬ 
seas,  the  Episcopal  visitation  responsibilities  of  American  and  overseas  bishops,  and 
the  work  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  as  well  as  necessary  expenses  of  the  bishop's 
office. 

D.  Equitable  Salary  Fund:  $25,000.  This  important  budget  item  supplements  local 
church  support  in  order  to  provide  acceptable  living  standards  for  ministers  in  those 
churches  which  cannot  provide  adequate  incomes.  $14,500  is  the  present  maximum 
level  of  ministerial  support  for  those  who  participate  in  the  Equitable  Salary  Fund.  At 
the  present  time  29  ministers  are  receiving  over  $6,000  a  month  from  the  fund  which 
also  provides  MPP  and  CPP  payments  for  that  portion  of  their  income.  The 
conference  has  received  $24,208.84  this  year  from  the  General  Church  Temporary  Aid 
Fund  to  help  Louisiana  provide  for  equitable  salary  aid  following  the  merger  of  the 
former  Conference  A  and  B  of  Louisiana. 

E.  Temporary  General  Aid  Fund:  $20,000.  The  church  at  large  has  assumed  an 
obligation  to  help  Annual  Conferences  involved  in  mergers  in  recent  years  with  their 
financial  responsibilities  for  pensions  and  equitable  salaries.  The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  receives  much  more  in  aid  from  this  fund  each  year  than  is  paid  into  the 
fund  from  Louisiana. 

II.  Connectional  Administration 

A.  Interdenominational  Fund:  $16,700.  This  fund  supports  those  general  church 
activities  ecumenical  in  nature  in  the  nation  and  in  the  world. 

B.  General  Administration  Fund:  $45,000.  This  fund  finances  administrative  work 
on  the  church’s  general  level,  including  the  cost  of  holding  General  Conference 
(including  expenses  of  elected  delegates  from  Annual  Conferences)  and  financing 
Church  Agencies  Administrative  in  nature. 

C.  Jurisdictional  Administration  Fund:  $16,000.  This  fund  finances  administrative 
work  on  the  church’s  jurisdictional  level,  including  the  cost  of  holding  Jurisdictional 
Conference  ( including  expenses  of  elected  delegates  from  Annual  Conferences) . 

D.  Louisiana  Conference  Administrative  Fund:  $375,000.  This  fund  finances 
administration  and  program  work  on  the  Annual  Conference  level.  Included  are  the 
Council  on  Ministries  office  staff,  the  Office  of  Financial  Affairs  staff,  and  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation.  Promotion  and  expenses  for  the  Annual  Conference,  meetings 
of  the  Council  on  Ministries  and  meetings  of  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  are  also  provided  from  this  fund,  as  well  as  maintenance  of  the  new 
Area  Offices  Building  in  Baton  Rouge. 

(To  be  continued  in  next  week's  issue) 
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UM  Student  Day 
Offering  — 

November  28, 1982 

“I  invite  you  to  join  me  in  unprece- 
dently  generous  support  of  the  United 
Methodist  loan  and  schplarship 
program.”  This .  invitation  has  been 
issued  by  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr., 
president  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  In  a  letter  to 
“United  Methodists  Everywhere,”  Hunt 
calls  upon  the  church  to  “join  the  ranks 
of  concerned  Christian  citizens  who  are 
determined  that  the  younger  generation 
will  still  have  a  chance  to  produce 
educated  leaders  for  our  nation  and 
church." 

United  Methodist  Student  Day  is 
observed  on  the  Sunday  following 
Thanksgiving  —  this  year  November  28. 
The  offering  received  is  used  to  provide 
scholarships  and  loans  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  college  and  university  students.  For 
many  students,  a  United  Methodist 
financial  aid  award  is  the  determinative 
piece  in  a  support  package  that  makes  it 
possible  to  pursue  higher  education. 

No  student  or  parent  needs  to  be 
reminded  that  higher  education  costs  are 
rising  rapidly,  while  financial  aid 
resources  are  diminishing.  The  existence 
of  many  private  colleges  and  the 
educational  opportunities  of  thousands  of 
capable  students  are  in  jeopardy.  The 
loan  and  scholarship  program  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  can  help 
prevent  these  losses,  which  Bishop  Hunt 
characterizes  as  threats  to  the  survival 
of  an  educated  populace. 

“Many  years  ago,”  Hunt  reports,  "I 
was  one  of  those  fortunate  students 
myself,  and  my  indebtedness  to  our 
church  for  making  available  necessary 
funds  at  a  time  of  need  is  very  real.”  You 
can  have  a  part  of  providing  educational 
opportunities  for  United  Methodist 
students  from  across  our  denomination. 
Give  generously  to  the  United  Methodist 
Student  Day  offering  in  your  church  on 
November  28, 1982. 

Sermons  Requested 

The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foun¬ 
dation  encourages  ministers  of  the 
conference  to  submit  one  or  more 
cassette  tapes  of  sermons  related  to 
moral  issues.  Ministers  who  submit 
tapes  will  be  placed  in  consideration  for 
the  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr.  Preaching 
Award.  Tapes  should  be  received  by 
December  31,  along  with  name,  address 
and  the  occasion  upon  which  the  message 
was  delivered,  and  mailed  to  Louisiana 
Moral  and  Civic  Foundation,  P.  O.  Box 
2951,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821. 


Of  Speciol  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

Age  of  Gerontocracy’ 

dawns . Page  3 

‘Affirming’  and  'Not  Prohibiting' 
are  very  different  concepts  . . . .  Page  2 


Your  best  connection 


Keeps  you  Informed  about  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources 
Call  toll-free: 

1-800-251-8581 


An  Important  Notice 

to  Pastors  Seeking 

Less  than  Full-Time 

Appointment 

According  to  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  Para.  437.2a,  “The 
minister  seeking  less  than  full-time 
service  should  present  a  written 
request  to  the  bishop  and  the 
chairperson  of  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  at  least  six 
months  prior  to  the  Annual 
Conference  session  at  which  the 
appointment  is  made.  ” 

Those  that  are  requesting 
appointment  for  less  than  full-time 
service  for  the  1983-1984  appoint¬ 
ment  year  must  make  this  request 
known  before  the  deadline  of 
December  6,  1982.  This  request  is  to 
be  sent  to  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin,  P.O.  Box  3057,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA,  70821,  and  Dr.  Alfred  L. 
Norris,  2722  Louisiana,  New 
Orleans,  LA,  70115. 


Positive  Response  to 
World’s  Fair  Exhibit 


KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  When 
the  gates  of  the  1982  World’s  Fair  closed 
on  October  31,  more  than  750,000  persons 
had  experienced  the  multisensory 
presentation  of  the  Association  of 
Christian  Denominations. 

Entitled  “The  Power,”  the  24-minute, 
three  theatre  exhibit  was  a  hit  with  the 
Fair  visitors.  A  graffiti  board  revealed 
such  remarks  as:  “Best  exhibit  at  the 
Fair,”  “A  real  witness,”  “Made  our  trip 
from  Massachusetts  worthwhile,”  “I  am 
not  a  Christian,  but  I  love  God,  and  I 
believe  what  this  show  says,”  “I  wish 
everyone  could  see  this.” 

The  Reverend  Harold  Bales,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  executive 
director  of  the  project,  was  elated.  “The 
positive  response  was  beyond  our  wildest 
dreams,”  he  said.  “Because  we  used 
communication  devices  not  usually 
employed  in  religious  communications, 
we  attracted  both  Christians  and  non- 
Christians.” 


Annual  Campus  Ministry  Retreat 
an  Overwhelming  Success 


As  students  and  directors  from  seven 
campus  ministry  units  departed  from 
Camp  Istrouma  after  the  Fifth  Annual 
Statewide  Fall  Retreat  and  Workshop, 
the  overwhelming  affirmation  of  the 
October  29-31  event  proclaimed  it  a 
success ! 

The  topic  for  this  year’s  consideration 
was,  "The  Church  in  the  New  Age.” 
Issues  such  as,  world  peace,  nuclear 
disarmament,  and  church  para- 
professionals  were  addressed  through 
the  stimulating  leadership  of  Dr.  Tex 
Sample,  professor  of  Church  and  Society, 
who  came  to  resource  the  workshop  from 
St.  Paul’s  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City.  The  Reverend  Jim  Jones,  pastor  of 
the  Maplewood  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Sulphur,  provided  worship 
opportunities  that  complemented  the 
topic  and  the  overall  experience  of  a 
college  age  retreat. 

Students  also  found  time  for  both 
formal  and  informal  small  group 
gatherings  and  recreation,  but  were 
much  interested  in  what  Tex  Sample 
shared  concerning  the  changing  trends  in 
American  church  behavior.  In  an 
analysis  concerning  attitudes  toward 
present  crises  in  the  political,  economic, 
and  religious  values,  seen  from  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  Tex  proclaimed  some 
good  news,  for  it  appears  that  the  trend 
of  American  culture  seems  to  be  moving 
toward  a  new  ethic  of  commitment.  This 


analysis  was  based  on  his  own 
observations,  as  well  as  the  work  of 
Daniel  Yankelovich  in  a  recent  book 
entitled,  New  Rules. 

Classifying  the  1960’s  as  an  era  of  “Do 
your  own  thing!  ’  ’  and  the  70’s  as  a  time  of 
"I  have  a  duty  to  myself!”  Tex  said,  “In 
the  80’s  we  face  some  serious  economic 
reversals  that  offer  a  challenge  to  this 
type  of  ‘me’  centered  ethic.”  Projecting 
what  a  new  ethic  of  commitment  might 
look  like  he  suggested  four  things:  1)  that 
it  would  emphasize  and  seek  out  basic 
values  that  are  intrinsic  to  life  itself;  2) 
that  it  would  evaluate  and  throw  out 
aspects  of  the  “me”  first  philosophy;  3) 
it  will  be  a  time  characteristic  of 
deeper/closer  relations;  and  4)  finally,  it 
will  produce  a  greater  commitment  to 
society,  as  well  as  self. 

He  closed  the  sessions  with  a  challenge 
to  all,  that  we  need  to  address  this 
opportunity  that  is  on  our  doorstep  by 
developing  a  new  piety  that  would  relate 
the  warm  heart  of  Methodist  religious 
experience  with  the  genius  of  Wesleyan 
social  commitment.  He  urged  college 
students  to  get  involved  on  campus  and 
in  the  community  with  ethical  and 
theological  issues  that  pertain  to  the 
survival  of  the  planet  and  the  human 
race,  because  we  have  an  obligation  to 
sustain  and  pass  on  a  home  for  other 
generations. 


Dedication  Services  Held 


The  dedication  -.[  the  home  of  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Smith  of  Baton 
Rouge.  Louisiana,  was  held  on  Saturday.  October  23, 1982. 


The  home  is  located  on  17  acres  of  beautiful  wooded  land  that  is  part  of  the  Smith 
family  estate.  The  home  was  given  to  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Smith,  and  they  have 
remodeled  the  home  and  added  the  den. 

Ministers  attending  the  dedication  w  ere  the  Reverend  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Black  water  UMC  Baker,  the  Reverend  Ira  Flowers  of  LeCompte,  and  the  Reverend 
Calvin  Lapuyade,  pastor  of  Zachary  UMC,  Zachary.  Special  music  was  provided  by- 
Mrs.  Anne  Hardy.  Mrs.  Barbara  Stockwell,  and  Mr.  Bob  Prichard. 
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x*****^yH**Editoricd 

‘There’s  a  vast  difference  between 
‘affirming’  and  ‘not  prohibiting’  ’ 


Contrary  to  recent  headlines  in  several 
major  daily  papers,  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Judicial  Council  has  not 
recently  “approved”  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals.  Nor,  as  another  headline 
suggested,  were  any  “barriers  to  ‘gay’ 
ministers  stricken”  by  the  Judicial 
Council.  Both  headlines  reflect  either  a 
serious  misrepresentation  of  what  the 
Judicial  Council  ruled,  sloppy  headline 
writing,  or  both. 

An  accurate  characterization  of  the 
same  decision  appeared  in  the 
Reporter’s  Nov.  5  issue  under  the  head¬ 
line  “No  prohibition  against  conference 
placing  homosexual  minister.”  But  even 
that  characterization  needs  to  be  under¬ 
stood  within  the  relatively  narrow  con¬ 
fines  of  what  the  Judicial  Council  is  and 
what  it  was  asked  to  decide. 

The  Judicial  Council  is  informally 
known  as  the  church’s  “supreme  court.” 
It  has  no  authority  to  “make  law”  for 
United  Methodists.  That  authority  is 
vested  solely  in  the  General  Conference, 
which  meets  every  four  years.  The 
Judicial  Council  is  empowered  only  to 
interpret,  upon  request,  what  church  law 
does  and  does  not  say  in  relation  to  the 
actions  of  specified  church  bodies  and 
the  rulings  of  bishops.  Hence,  it  would 
never  be  the  Judicial  Council’s  function 
to  “approve”  or  “disapprove”  a 
qualification  for  ordination,  nor  to 
“remove  barriers”  imposed  by  the 
General  Conference  unless  they  violated 
the  church’s  constitution. 

The  particular  case  under  recent 
review  was  a  ruling  by  Bishop  Melvin  E. 
Wheatley,  Jr.  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference  regarding  the  legal 
status  of  a  probationary  minister  of 
‘  'same  sex  preference.  ’  ’  The  bishop  ruled 
that  under  the  church’s  Discipline,  the 
responsibility  for  deciding  who  to  ordain 
is  entrusted  to  the  ordained  elders  of  an 
annual  conference,  and  that  the  General 
Conference  has  taken  no  action  specifi¬ 


cally  declaring  persons  of  same-sex 
orientation  automatically  to  be  ineligible 
for  ordination. 

On  the  basis  of  church  law,  we  believe 
the  Judicial  Council  was  correct  in 
affirming  the  validity  of  Bishop 
Wheatley’s  ruling.  While  noting  its 
sensitivity  to  various  issues  and  concerns 
related  to  homosexuality,  the  “court” 
also  correctly  pointed  out  that  its 
authority  is  limited  to  interpreting  the 
existing  law  of  the  church,  which 
includes  “no  provision  making  same-sex 
orientation  a  disqualification  for 
ordination." 

In  this  context,  it  is  vital  that  the  very 
substantial  difference  between  what 
church  law  “affirms,”  and  what  it  “does 
not  preclude,”  be  recognized.  In  fact,  if 
this  ruling  is  to  be  seen  in  proper 
perspective,  it  should  be  noted  that  a 
similar  question  could  be  raised 
regarding  an  endless  number  of  issues, 
such  as,  “what  is  the  legal  status  of  a 
person  with  adulterous  or  sexually 
promiscuous  inclinations  who  is  seeking 
to  become  a  minister?"  What  church  law 
“affirms,”  and  consequently  the  only 
legally  correct  ruling  any  bishop  could 
make  in  response  to  such  a  question  is: 

‘  ‘The  responsibility  for  determining  that 
person’s  moral  and  spiritual  fitness  for 
ministry  is  entrusted  to  the  annual  con¬ 
ference.”  An  appeal  of  that  ruling  to  the 
Judicial  Council  likewise  could  only  re¬ 
sult  in  a  similar  “affirmation,”  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  notation  that  the  Discipline 
does  not  specifically  preclude  adulterers 
and  other  sexually  promiscuous  persons. 

Viewed  in  this  light,  it  should  be 
obvious  that  this  particular  ruling  by  the 
Judicial  Council  represents  no  change  in 
our  church’s  policy,  theology  or  moral 
standards.  It  does  not  address  those 
concerns  at  all.  One  must  misunderstand 
this  ruling  in  order  to  see  in  it  much  more 
than  a  technical  clarification  concerning 
a  long-standing  church  procedure. 


Here  I  Stand 

Registration  for  possible  military  service 
is  faithful  to  Christian  convictions 


ByW.JENE  MILLER 

The  church  has  justifiably  taught  its 
people  to  oppose  war,  to  avoid  violence, 
and  to  work  for  feeding  enemies,  helping 
the  oppressed,  and  resisting  exploitation, 
destruction  and  hate. 

Those  who  oppose  draft  registration 
may  be  operating  within  the  Christian 
ethical  framework,  and  deserve  both  our 
respect  and  compassion,  if  not  our 
agreement.  Persons  concerned  for 
freedom  and  human  dignity  can  learn 
much  from  the  legitimate  questions 
raised  by  those  who  refuse  to  participate 
in  war  and/or  war-prevention  prepara¬ 
tions. 

There  are  many  good  reasons,  and  the 
following  six  seem  to  me  most 
prominent:  (1)  Force  certainly  does  not 
equate  with  peace.  (2)  Popularity  must 
never  decide  conscience,  nor  must 
government  be  allowed  to  rule  it.  (3) 
Militarism  is  universally  dangerous  to 
human  ideals  and  the  value  of  life.  (4) 
Every  tyrant  and  destroyer  of  liberty, 
free  enterprise,  labor  rights,  and 
economic  growth  did  so  by  usurping  the 
reins  of  raw  force.  (5)  Economically  and 
demologically,  history  proves  that 
building  up  war  potential  has  forced 
nations  to  find  an  excuse  to  use  that 
potential.  (6)  Instruments  of  war  cost 


money  that  is  never  replaced,  that  is  non¬ 
productive,  and  that  is  completely  with¬ 
out  cost  effectiveness. 

So  why  do  some  of  us  insist  that 
registration  for  possible  military  service 
is  as  faithful  to  Christian  convictions  as 
to  national  loyalty?  For  symmetry,  let  us 
consider  six  positive  considerations : 

(1)  First,  and  most  urgent  for  the 
preservation  of  freedom  and  human 
rights,  is  a  civilian  army  that  does  not 
owe  its  primary  allegiance  to  the 
“military  institution,”  but  to  the  national 
populace.  (Soldiers  who  owe  obedience 
only  to  the  commander  over  them  are  the 
kind  whom  Julius  Caesar  marched 
across  the  Rubicon  River  to  destroy  the 
Roman  Republic.) 

(2)  Christianity  must  tolerate 
absolutely  no  illusion  about  the  capacity 
of  humankind  for  the  unbridled 
destructiveness  of  fear,  greed,  or  hate, 
and  he  who  does  not  prevent  a  possible 
killing  when  he  could,  participates  in  it. 

(3)  Sacrificial  love  and  faithfulness  to 
it  are  needed  by  military  persons  as 
desperately  as  by  any  others,  and 
involvement  in  military  life  can  be  as 
fulfilling  a  mission  as  involvement  in  any 
other  area  of  human  society. 

(4)  Our  children  are  the  hostages  of 
history,  and  individuals  or  nations  which 


seek  to  be  “neutral”  are  building  altars 
to  deadly  gods. 

(5)  The  REAL  meaning  of  Pearl 
Harbor,  Hiroshima,  and  Nagasaki,  is  the 
historical  fruition  of  Japan’s  allowing 
itself  to  be  taken  over  by  what  our  late 
former  President  Dwight  Eisenhower  was 
later  to  call  “the  military-industrial  complex.” 

(6)  Christians  are  not  called  to  be 
servants  of  humans,  but  to  serve  humans 
as  the  slaves  of  the  God  who  changes 
history  into  His  Story. 

War  is  like  having  to  remove 
cancerous  eyes.  Even  when  it  is  the 
“only”  thing  to  do,  it  is  the  worst  possible 
thing  to  have  to  do. 

Above  all,  war  must  be  only  God’s 
business,  or  it  will  inevitably  be 
humanity’s  hell. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  W.  Jene  Miller,  is  pastor  of 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in  Altus. 
Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,”  the  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Long  search  process  creates  ‘lame  duck  period’ 


A  way  to  avoid  choosing  one  valued 
position  over  another  needed 


While  the  Judicial  Council  decision 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  editorial 
makes  no  change  in  church  law,  it  does 
suggest  that  two  long-standing 
denominational  positions  are  on  a 
collision  course  which  the  1984  General 
Conference  likely  will  have  to  resolve. 

On  the  one  hand,  there  is  our  church’s 
tradition  of  delegating  to  annual 
conferences  the  responsibility  for 
judging  the  moral  and  spiritual 
character  of  future  ministers.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  the  church’s 
traditional  moral  stance  regarding 
human  sexual  behavior  in  general,  and 
“the  practice  of  homosexuality”  in 
particular.  In  the  first  instance,  a  200- 
year  ecclesiastical  tradition  is  involved; 
in  the  latter,  both  centuries  of  Christian  tradi¬ 
tion  and  the  witness  of  Scripture  are  involved. 

It  is  not  that  one  stance  is  likely  to  be 
affirmed  and  the  other  repudiated. 
Rather,  in  affirming  one,  the  other  is  in 
danger  of  being  compromised.  Previous 
General  Conferences  have  sought  to 
affirm  both  positions  by  tying  them 
together  in  a  way  that  was  clear,  but  not 
legalistic.  Various  developments  in  the 
church  related  to  homosexuality  since 


1980,  including  this  latest  ruling,  would 
appear  to  eliminate  the  likelihood  that 
the  status  quo  can,  or  should,  be 
maintained.  Hence,  it  seems  probable 
that  the  1984  General  Conference  will  be 
faced  with  choosing  either  to  add  a 
specific  ministerial  qualification  relating 
to  the  practice  of  homosexuality,  or 
compromising  the  widely  and  deeply- 
held  belief  among  United  Methodists  that 
practicing  homosexuals  should  not  be 
eligible  for  ordination. 

We  consider  it  regrettable  that  a  choice 
of  one  value  over  the  other  may  be 
required.  In  either  case,  something  of 
value  would  be  lost.  We  feel  the  most  dis¬ 
ease  when  we  see  or  hear  statements  that 
suggest  “there  is  only  one  way  to 
decide.”  There  are  at  least  two  ways  to 
decide,  and  a  solid  case  can  be  made  for 
each. 

We  hope  and  pray  that  some  of  the 
creative  minds  within  our  church  will, 
between  now  and  United  Methodism’s 
Bi-centennial  General  Conference  in 
1984,  struggle  with  this  dilemma  and 
discover  ways  which  can  be  proposed  to 
preserve  the  meaning  and  integrity  of 
both  stances. 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Oct.  29  issue  of  the  Reporter 
covered  the  fall  meetings  of  our  church’s 
general  boards  and  agencies.  When 
considered,  it  provides  a  shocking 
scenario  of  retirements  and  failures  in 
our  church’s  general  divisions. 

Retirements,  of  course,  are  a  natural 
process,  and  ones  in  which  dedicated 
servants  can  be  honored.  But  in  many  of 
the  reports,  what  we  find  is  both  a 
resignation  of  spirit  and  the  setting  up  of 
(in  some  cases)  a  long  drawn  out  search 
process  which  creates  a  lame  duck 
period  of  considerable  time  for  some  of 
the  boards  and  agencies.  Some  of  the 
ways  in  which  these  retiring  executives 
are  quoted  makes  it  look  like  (whether 
it’s  true  or  not)  our  general  agencies  are 
in  terrible  shape. 

In  some  cases,  failures  are  simply 
alluded  to.  In  the  case  of  the  Church 
Center  at  the  United  Nations,  we  get  the 
additional  shock  of  hearing  Church  & 
Society’s  Board  of  Trustees  Chairman 
Charles  Redmond  appear  to  admit  that 
the  building  has  not  been  on  a  sound 
financial  base  since  1963.  And  now  we 
find  another  board  picking  up  that  cost, 
but  without  any  clear  goals  or  purposes 
stated. 

Have  our  general  boards  lost  their 
sense  of  direction?  Are  their  leaders 
discouraged  and  without  a  sense  of  what 
God  has  planned  for  their  future?  Who  is 
leading  the  United  Methodist  people? 

Stanley  D.  Wallace 
Barberton,  Ohio 

Judicial  Council  rulings 

provide  real  service 

To  the  Editor: 

It’s  hard  to  believe  that  the  Judicial 
Council  actually  stood  up  to  the  staff  of 
the  National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (UMR,  Nov.  5). 


My  Witness 

Do  TV  ministries  hurt  local  church? 


By  RALPH  ROWE 

Many  pastors  seem  to  worry  that  the 
competition  from  television  ministers 
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keeps  people  away  from  church  and 
deprives  local  congregations  of  needed 
support. 

For  many  years  I  was  so  busy  on 
Sunday  ministering  to  three  congrega¬ 
tions  that  I  didn’t  make  time  to  find  out 
what  was  on  television. 

Now  that  I  am  retired  and  attend  only 
one  church  on  Sunday,  I  have  time  to 
listen  to  about  three  half-hour  broadcasts 
before  I  leave  for  church.  I  can,  of 
course,  only  witness  to  the  impact  upon 
me.  Others  may  react  differently.  First, 
some  general  observations. 

There  are  many  persons  in  hospitals  on 
a  given  Sunday  who  would  be  deprived  of 
worship  experiences  were  it  not  for 
television  ministers.  Many  others  are  ill 
or  of  an  age  at  home  who  cannot  attend  a 
local  church.  Local  pastors  are  limited  in 
the  amount  of  time  they  can  spend 
visiting  shut-ins.  The  weekly  broadcasts 
help  such  people  keep  up  their  “spirits.  ” 

There  are  other  persons  who  are 
“turned  off”  by  the  church.  Perhaps 
something  happened  in  the  past  that 
offended  them  and  they  are  slow  to 
forgive  and  forget.  Many  witness  that  it 
was  some  television  ministry  that  got 
them  started  back.  It  seems  that  God  is 
not  limited  as  to  means  as  we  are. 

I  admit  that  the  quality  of  such 
programs  is  uneven,  but  in  most  areas  a 
simple  twist  of  the  dial  will  bring  in  a 
better  program  or  shut  off  a  poor  one. 
One  has  to  be  selective. 

Do  such  broadcast  ministries  rob  the 
local  church  of  needed  support?  Who 
knows?  I  know  of  no  studies  in  this  area. 
We  can  look  at  the  millions  of  dollars  that 
the  national  and  international  broadcasts 
bring  in,  but  would  this  money  go  to  local 
churches  if  there  were  no  broadcasts? 
Out  of  my  own  experience,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  the  local  church  fares  better 
rather  than  worse.  For  the  40-plus  years 
that  I  served  various  congregations,  we 
tithed  and  taught  our  children  to  tithe. 
We  felt  this  to  be  our  duty.  Rearing  five 
children  and  sending  them  through 
college  meant  that  taking  out  a  tenth  hurt 
at  times.  I  think  my  attitude  was,  “If 
this  is  what  God  wants,  I  will  do  it,  hurt 


or  not.”  I  do  not  recall  getting  much  joy 
out  of  my  tithing.  It  was  my  duty,  and  I 
wanted  to  do  my  part.  I  didn’t  feel  self- 
righteous  ;  I  mostly  felt  pinched. 

It  was  one  of  the  well-known  television 
evangelists  who  pointed  out  that  the 
farmer  must  first  plant  his  seed,  then 
work  and  wait  for  a  harvest.  He  can 
expect  a  harvest  in  proportion  to  his 
planting  his  seed.  Coming  from  a  rural 
background,  I  could  well  appreciate  the 
logic  of  this.  For  the  urbanite,  think  of  it 
in  terms  of  investments.  After  thinking 
about  this  for  awhile,  I  quit  tithing  and 
began  investing.  Yes,  I  support  some 
projects  of  this  particular  evangelist  by 
more  than  a  tithe.  Did  I  cut  my  local 
church  giving  to  cover  it?  No,  I  now  give 
more  to  my  local  church  than  before,  but 
I  view  it  as  an  investment.  The  question 
for  me  is  no  longer  whether  I  can  afford 
to  tithe;  the  question  for  me  is,  “Which 
are  the  best  investments?”  In  rural 
terms,  the  question  is,  “What  kind  of  a 
crop  do  I  want?”;  this  will  determine  the 
kind  and  amount  of  seed  I  plant. 

Now  that  I  sit  in  the  pew  and  not  on  the 
platform,  I  have  a  new  appreciation  for 
the  experience  of  worship  and  Christian 
fellowship.  I  would  not  want  to  miss  it, 
for  I  very  much  need  it.  I  am  much  more 
sympathetic  for  our  local  pastor.  He  does 
not  suffer  from  comparison  to  the  highly 
skilled  television  evangelists.  They  each 
minister,  but  in  different  ways.  I  thank 
God  for  both. 

Do  I  find  myself  poorer  because  of 
giving  double  what  I  used  to  give?  No. 
How  or  why  it  goes  further,  I  cannot 
explain  ,  I  just  know  that  it  works  for  me. 
Yes,  it  works.  “Give  and  it  shall  be  given 
to  you,  good  measure,  pressed  down  and 
running  over,  shall  men  give  into  your 
bosom,  for  with  the  same  measure  you 
use,  it  shall  be  measured  to  you.”  (Luke 
6:38).  But,  of  course,  you  will  never  know 
whether  it  works  unless  you  try  it. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contrib¬ 
utor.  Ralph  Rowe,  is  a  retired  United 
Methodist  minister  in  Richland.  Missouri 


That’s  the  first  hard  evidence  I’ve  seen 
that  anyone  believed  that  staff  to  be 
answerable  to  the  church  at  large. 

Apparently  Mr.  Bideaux  still  doesn’t 
see  that  —  otherwise  why  suspend  at  full 
pay  persons  who  have,  from  all 
appearances,  at  least,  gone  against  his 
explicit  promise  to  no  longer  fund  causes 
without  consultation?  Or  was  that 
promise  made  only  for  public 
consumption  and  not  for  practice  —  what 
was  his  real  intention? 

Regarding  the  Judicial  Council’s 
decision  regarding  the  homosexual 
minister,  I  believe  they  have  done  the 
church  a  real  service  by  placing 
responsibility  where  it  belongs  —  with 
the  General  Conference. 

It  is  about  time  we  quit  playing  games 
and  declare  ourselves. 

If  homosexual  practice  is  indeed 
“incompatible  with  Christian  teaching” 
then  the  General  Conference  should  re¬ 
affirm  that  and  prohibit  the  ordination  of 
all  unrepentent  and/or  practicing 
homosexuals.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
church  has  decided  otherwise  then  the 
General  Conference  should  say  so  and 
throw  the  doors  open  wide  to  anyone, 
thereby  acknowledging  that  neither 
Scripture  nor  tradition  is  any  longer 
binding  upon  our  denomination. 

It  will  be  much  easier,  as  ministers,  to 
get  our  members  to  stand  for  something 
if  we  can  get  our  church  to  stand  for 
something.  Lord  help  us. 

Ken  Shultz 

Blooming  Grove,  Texas 

‘Peace  Award’ story 
called  propaganda 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reference  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  (UMNS)  article 
headlined  “African  Educator  to  get 
Methodist  Peace  Award”  in  your  Oct.  15 
issue,  which  stated:  "A  Methodist 
educator  in  Zimbabwe  who  played  a 
major  part  in  that  nation’s  struggles 
against  apartheid  and  for  independence 
has  been  named  recipient  of  the  World 
Methodist  Peace  award  for  1982.” 

As  editor  of  the  Reporter,  you  should 
have  pointed  out  to  your  readers  that 
“independence”  in  UMNS  jargon  means 
the  creation  of  a  Marxist  government 
with  all  its  attendant  loss  of  freedom. 
While  Rhodesian  apartheid  was 
deplorable,  it  could  not  have  been  worse 
than  the  atheist  Marxism  practiced 
today  which  has  killed  and  imprisoned 
hundreds  of  its  citizens  as  reported  in  a  re¬ 
cent  Washington  Post  article  by  Jay  Ross. 

~I  personally  feel  that  the  reader  has 
been  propagandized  —  and  I  resent  it!  An 
award  of  contempt  for  sedition  may  have 
been  more  appropriate.  Has  our 
American  value  system  been  turned 
topsy-turvy?  Doublespeak  is  not 
scheduled  until  1984. 

David  P.  Inman 
Anchorage,  Alaska 

Excessive  military  spending 
increases  insecurity 

To  the  Editor: 

Concerning  the  ongoing  discussion  of 
appropriate  levels  of  military  defense 
spending,  I  would  like  to  quote  from  two 
of  our  past  leaders: 

Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Dec.  1,  1936: 
“We  know  that  vast  armaments  are 
arising  on  every  side,  and  that  the  work 
of  creating  them  employs  men  and 
women  by  the  millions.  It  is  natural, 
however,  for  us  to  conclude  that  such 
employment  is  false  employment,  that  it 
builds  no  permanent  structures  and 
creates  no  consumer  goods  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  lasting  prosperity.  We 
know  that  nations  guilty  of  these  follies 
inevitably  face  the  day  when  their 
weapons  of  destruction  must  be  used 
against  their  neighbors  or  when  an 
unsound  economy,  like  a  house  of  cards, 
will  fall  apart.  ” 

Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur,  July  4,  1961: 
“Our  very  triumph  of  scientific 
annihilation  has  destroyed  the  possibility 
of  war’s  being  a  medium  for  the 
practical  settlement  of  difficulties.  The 
enormous  destruction  to  both  sides  of 
closely  matched  opponents  makes  it 
impossible  for  even  the  winner  to 


translate  it  into  anything  but  disaster. 
Global  war  has  become  a  Frankenstein’s 
monster  to  destroy  both  sides.  If  you  lose, 
you  are  annihilated.  If  you  win,  you  stand 
only  to  lose.  No  longer  does  it  possess 
even  the  chance  of  the  winner  of  a  duel.  It 
contains  now  only  the  germs  of  double 
suicide.” 

Since  these  prophetic  words  were 
written,  our  weaponry  has  become  many 
times  more  destructive,  and  expensive. 
So  it  is  even  more  true  that,  as  Roosevelt 
said,  excessive  military  spending 
weakens  our  nation  economically,  and  as 
MacArthur  said,  excessive  military  spending 
makes  us  militarily  more  insecure. 

Roger  H.  Olson 
Boulder,  Colorado 
‘An  Economic  Primer,’ 
Women’s  Division  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  the  article  headlined 
“Scholars  say  ‘Primer’  unbalanced” 
(UMR,  Oct.  22)  on  the  book,  “An 
Economic  Primer.” 

Barbara  Weaver  says  “An  Economic 
Primer”  should  be  read  along  with  “The 
American  Economic  System  and  Your 
Part  in  It.”  That  publication  is  not 
available  through  the  1982-83  Service 
Center  Catalogue  as  is  “An  Economic 
Primer.”  Is  there  a  reason  for  this? 

Ruth  Daugherty’s  comment  about  the 
intent  of  the  primer  being  to  “provoke 
readers  to  ask  questions”  seems  to  be 
side-stepping  the  criticism.  Is  the 
Women’s  Division  trying  to  offer  us 
(United  Methodist  Women)  an 
“alternate  view”  in  the  same  way  they 
offer  us  homosexuality  as  an  alternate  life¬ 
style  and  abortion  as  an  alternate  choice? 

I  continue  to  be  astounded  by  how  far 
left  the  Women’s  Division  has  gone  with 
apparently  no  intention  of  halting  or 
reversing  this  trend. 

Jane  Bailey 

Michigan  City,  Indiana 

Churches  should  respond 
to  welfare  controversy 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  all  the  hullaballoo  over  welfare 
plans,  programs,  and  initiatives?  (UMR 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  Oct.  29).  This  is 
a  matter  that  the  Christian  churches  can 
rightfully  and  justifiably  do  something 
about. 

A  year  or  so  ago,  Billy  Graham 
declared  on  a  nationally  broadcast  talk 
show  that,  if  each  church  in  this  country 
would  adopt  just  one  destitute  family,  the 
need  for  a  welfare  program  would 
disappear. 

Let’s  do  it!  Let’s  direct  the  necessary 
ecumenical  energies  to  establish  a 
program  that  will  allot  to  each  Christian 
church  one  destitute  family.  Let’s  prove  that 
Christianity  works!  All  in  favor,  say  "Aye.” 

Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Headline  is  misleading 

To  the  Editor: 

Catchy  captions  gain  attention. 

Because  of  this,  I  am  sure  you  are 
diligent  in  trying  to  reflect  accurately  the 
overall  tone  of  a  letter  to  the  editor. 

It  seems  to  me  you  goofed  in  the  case  of 
Marion  Childress-Usher  (See  UMR 
“Letters,”  Oct.  29).  The  content  of  her 
letter  did  not  generalize  that  “Women 
are  responsible  for  warring  madness.”  It  in¬ 
dicated  that  women  share  responsibility. 

The  letter  made  a  positive  statement 
which  should  be  good  news  to  women!  It 
reminded  us  that  we  are  not  powerless 
victims  but  in  fact  contain  a  good  bit  of 
clout  helping  to  mold  tiny,  fragile  infants 
into  responsible  citizens,  seeking  the 
good  of  humanity. 

It  seems  to  me  her  letter  was  literate, 
upbeat,  and  made  a  very  positive 
statement. 

Thank  you  for  sharing  it  with  your 
readers. 

Mary  Thompson 
Lockhart,  Texas 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  You  are  right' on 
both  counts:  we  do  seek  to  write 
headlines  which  accurately  reflect  a 
letter’s  or  article’s  content,  and  in  this 
particular  case  our  efforts  did  not 
measure  up.  We  regret  having  placed  a 
misleading  headline  on  the  letter  in 
question. 


Doesn‘tUMC 
have  standards? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  continuing  controversy  regarding 
appointment  of  a  homosexual  by  Bishop 
Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  gives  me 
concern.  The  subject,  per  se,  does  not 
interest  me  greatly,  but  what  does  “bug” 
me  is:  Do  United  Methodists  no  longer 
have  rules  or  criteria  to  follow?  Have  we 
become  so  carried  away  with  pluralism, 
informality,  elasticity,  etc.,  that 
anything  goes? 

Miriam  R.  Stephens 
Pikeville,  Tennessee 

Cox  article  affirmed 

To  the  editor: 

Just  a  few  words  of  affirmation  for  the 
very  fine  suggestions  made  by  the  Rev. 
Billy  J.  Cox  in  his  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
headlined  “Changes  envisioned  for 
strengthening  the  church.  ” 

Our  beloved  United  Methodist  Church 
could  indeed  benefit  from  them  and  I 
hope  that  they  will  be  greeted  with 
openness.  We  are  going  forward,  we  are 
becoming,  but  there  is  much  honing  to  be 
done  to  enable  us  to  be  the  effective 
instruments  God  intended. 

Peggy  Willits 

North  Palm  Beach.  Florida 


MINI  It  o  mtmbtr  of  tho  Puloya 
Cast*  —  an  extremely  dostituto 
group  in  India.  In  ordor  to  pro- 
vldo  hor  with  an  oducotion  and  a 
chanco  in  lifo,  tho  hat  boon 
accoptod  at  ono  of  tho  Chrittian 
orphanagot  and  off o rod  to  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  for  tpontorthip. 

Caring  for  tho  world't  homolott 
childron  hat  boon  tho  Imperative 
tatk  of  WCI  tinco  1965.  Only  ono 
tpontor  It  attignod  por  child.  Tho 
foo  it  $13  o  month  —  lott  than  44 1 
a  day  —  which  provldot  tho  young- 
ttor  with  food,  an  oducation, 
clothing.  Tho  child  alto  rocoivot  a 
good  tplrltual  foundation  whilo  ro* 
coiving  caro  in  ono  of  our  63 
Chrittian  hottolt  around  tho  world. 

Tho  tpontor  rocoivot  "thoir"  child't 
photo,  cato  history,  name  and 
addrott.  Progrott  reports  rocoivod 
during  tho  yoar  koop  tho  tpontor 
fully  informod. 

WCI  koopt  its  administrativo  costs 
at  a  minimum.  In  1981,  88.1%  of 
funds  rocoivod  woro  sent  on  for  tho 
children's  noodt.  An  audit  copy  it 
available  upon  request.  All  dona¬ 
tions  to  WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC. 
are  tax-deductible. 

Won't  you  join  our  family  of  spon¬ 
sors?  You  could  tpontor  Mini  or 
another  destitute  child. 


child  wh«rt  tho  | 


poymenl  (or  first  month  | 

I 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Corol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Box  I 
2979,  Winter  Haven.  Fla.  33880.  ! 
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Downs  Hall  burned  October  19, 1981 


Downs  Hall,  October  1982,  near  completion  of  reconstruction 


*4 


Let  Us  Play  Santa 


Santa  on  his  sleigh,  silver  bells,  and  children 
around  a  brightly  decorated  Christmas  tree  are  all 
images  that  may  be  found  adorning  the  multitude  of 
Christmas  cards  that  are  mailed  to  loved  ones  through-  ^ 

•  out  the  holiday  season. 

This  year,  MacDonell  is  asking  you  to  let  us  send  your  : 
season’s  greetings.  We  have  a  beautiful  Christmas  card  ' 
'  which  can  be  used  by  our  donors  to  express  their  love  for  ' 
their  family  and  friends,  and  at  the  same  time  provide  a  ; 
merrier  Christmas  for  the  children  at  MacDonell. 

If  you  will  remember  MacDonell  this  Christmas  with 
a  donation  and  a  list  of  your  friends  and  family  who  will 
receive  this  card,  we  will  do  the  mailing  for  you.  We 
ask,  however,  that  you  remember  the  price  of 
postage  and  make  your  list  with  the  size 
^  of  your  donation  in  mind.  We  would  be 
glad  to  take  this  one  chore  off  your 
hands,  and  your  donation  will 
prove  a  blessing  throughout 
the  new  year. 


Halloween  Costume  Party 


McGowan  Hall  Christmas  surrounded 
with  the  children’s  gift  exchange 
packages. 


Update  on  MacDonell  — 
Annual  Report  on  Happenings 


G.  J.  Bridges,  MSSW,  ACSW,  BCSW 
Executive  Director 


In  pulling  my  thoughts  together  for 
what  is  becoming  an  annual  tradition  of 
reporting  to  you  through  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  on  things  that  are  happening 
at  MacDonell,  I  am  reflecting  on  what  we 
have  to  be  thankful  for.  It  is  wonderful  to 
be  reporting  on  another  year’s  activity 
from  a  mission  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  that  has  been  serving  children 
since  1919. 

The  program,  of  course,  has  changed 
radically  from  “Rural  work  or  French 
Mission  School”  to  a  program  that  now 
serves  children  in  crises.  Additionally, 
we  have  seen  changes  from  being  heavily 


involved  with  a  parent  or  parents  of  the 
children  to  serving  a  program  today 
where  all  too  frequently  the  parents  are 
unknown  to  us. 

I  am  constantly  being  reminded  to  be 
thankful  to  have  the  opportunity  to 
administer  this  mission  of  the  church 
rather  than  need  the  services  of  the 
church  on  behalf  of  myself  and  my 
family.  Those  of  you  who  are  also  as 
fortunate  should  remember  the  children 
and  the  mission  here  as  you  contemplate 
your  plans  for  the  closing  down  of  this 
year. 

We  at  MacDonell  are  planning  a 
glorious  Thanksgiving  celebration  with 
turkey,  the  trimmings,  pumpkin  pies  and 
all  of  the  wonderful,  good  things  that  go 
with  what  I  consider  the  beginning  of  the 
holiday  season.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  Christmas  and  the  wonderful  blessing 
and  the  joy  of  this  most  holy  season,  and 
at  the  same  time  we  remember  the 
twinkle  and  the  sparkle  in  a  child’s  eyes 
as  he  sees  the  wonders  around  the  tree  on 
Christmas  morning.  We,  as  in  your 
home,  are  constantly  meeting  the 
challenge  of  reminding  the  children  that 
this  is  the  Lord’s  birthday,  while  at  the 
same  time  wanting  them  to  have  the 
thrill  of  the  presents. 

We  are  thankful  that  Downs  Hall  is 
rapidly  being  restored  to  its  former 
beauty,  as  you  can  tell  by  the  picture.  We 
will  never  have  the  money  to  replace  all 
of  the  contents,  as  some  things,  such  as 
the  library,  are  irreplaceable. 

We  are  thankful  that  through  your 
generosity  we  are  still  able  to  provide  the 


quality  of  care  that  historically  has  been 
carried  on  at  MacDonell.  We  are  dis¬ 
tressed,  however,  when  we  realize  that 
80%  of  our  budget  is  funded  by  the  state. 
This  means  that  more  and  more  the  state 
is  taking  over  control  and  setting  the 
policies  and  procedures  under  which 
your  agency  operates. 

The  Board  is  giving  considerable 
thought  to  plans  for  raising  money  to 
contribute  to  our  trust  fund.  At  this  point, 
the  Nichols-Young  Trust  has  a  balance  of 
$2,500.  The  Board’s  first  endeavor  is  a 
barbeque  where  we  hope  to  raise  $3,000. 
But  you  can  quickly  recognize  that  a 
trust  fund  of  $5,500  is  not  going  to 
contribute  a  great  deal  to  our  budget. 

It  is  imperative  that  those  who  wish  to 
see  this  mission  continue  give  serious 
consideration  to  contributing  substan¬ 
tially  to  the  trust  fund,  as  well  as  to  the 
operating  budget.  In  considering  your 
second  mile  giving,  won’t  you  think  of 
us?  Remember  that  the  United  Method¬ 
ists  should  send  their  gifts  through  the 
proper  channels. 

You  can,  of  course,  continue  to  give 
$500  for  a  tree  on  Memorial  Walk,  or  $100 
to  have  a  plaque  engraved  in  memory  or 
honor  of  someone.  You  may  also  set  up  a 
trust  fund  and  name  it  as  you  like  with  a 
$1,000  or  more  donation. 

In  closing,  we  are  truly  thankful  that 
we  have  been  able  to  survive  the 
changing  economy.  Let  us  wish  you  a 
joyous  Thanksgiving,  and  since  with 
some  of  you,  I  will  not  be  communicating 
again  until  next  Thanksgiving,  a  blessed 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year 


Wesley  Reuse 


Wesley  House  was  listed  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  on  August  11, 1982. 


Weight  Lifters 


On-campus  organized  sports 

Dear  Mr  Bridges: 

In  Thanksgiving  for  being  able  to  provide  for  the  services  of  MacDonell  rather 
than  needing  them,  I  wish  to  send  this  gift  every : 

□  Week 

□  Month 

□  Year 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  help. 

NAME:_ _ 


ADDRESS: 


I  CITY: 

I _ 


STATE : 
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New  church  song: 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


‘This  is  the  Age  of  Gerontocracy 


9 


By  MARGARET  L.  GOTHARD 

MADISON,  Wis.  (UMNS)  —  Our  nation  and  the 
world  have  entered  the  Age  of  Gerontocracy,  “the 
rulership  of  the  elderly,”  a  medical  specialist  in 
the  care  of  the  aging  told  a  gathering  of  church 
leaders  here  Oct.  30-Nov.  1. 

The  need  for  a  deliberate  ministry  with  older 
persons  provided  the  incentive  for  the  first 
National  Consultation  of  Older  Adults  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Elizabeth  Welch,  addressing  the 
consultation  participants,  said  the  United  States 
and  the  world  are  in  “a  very  special  time”  in 
history  which  she  called  the  Age  of  Gerontocracy. 

“Taking  actual  form  about  the  year  2005  and 
extending  to  2036,”  she  said  “this  age  will  create  a 


geriatric  echo  reaching  far  into  the  future  and 
causing  unpredictable  changes  in  every  aspect  of 
our  society.  “Since  this  force  (the  numerical 
power  of  the  elderly)  has  never  been  evident 
before,  there  are  no  precedents  to  follow.  ” 

Dr.  Welch  asked  her  hearers  what  this  numeral 
power  had  to  do  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church? 

Recent  information  reveals  that  43  percent  of 
the  membership  of  the  denomination  is  55  years  of 
age  or  older,  she  said.  What  the  church  does  to 
minister  to  the  special  needs  of  its  “graying” 
members  would  make  the  church’s  ministry  a 
magnet  to  draw  from  its  experienced  Christians 
their  wealth  of  knowledge,  skills,  behaviors, 
attitudes,  values,  and  beliefs  which  age  has 


enabled  them  to  accumulate  and  to  recycle  all 
these  to  the  benefit  of  the  world,  she  said. 

“Failure  to  provide  such  a  ministry,”  Dr.  Welch 
continued,  “can  put  the  church  on  the  sidelines.” 

“The  church  has  performed  magnificently  in 
what  could  be  called  its  ‘patronage’  function  — 
doing  to  and  for  its  aging  members,”  said  the 
professor  of  psychology  and  gerontology  from 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.”  Of  equally  great  importance 
is  the  need  for  the  aging  membership  to  find  the 
stimulus  to  a  deepening  and  expanding  personal 
religious  experience.  ” 

Dr.  Welch  said  the  consultation  on  the  aging 
could  create  “a  new  reality  in  United  Methodism. 
We  may  well  be  a  chosen  people.  How  do  we  know 
that  we  have  not  ‘come  to  the  Kingdom  for  such  a 


time  as  this?’  ” 

The  consultation  was  sponsored  by  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  cooperation 
with  the  Women’s  Division  and  the  National 
Division  of  that  board  and  the  UMC’s  General 
Boards  of  Church  and  Society  and  Discipleship. 

Among  problems  identified  by  the  consultation 
were: 

•  A  need  for  more  education  regarding  aging  on 
the  part  of  both  clergy  and  laity,  including  pre¬ 
retirement  planning ; 

•  The  role  to  be  taken  by  church  members  in 
the  formation  of  public  policy,  including  health 
care,  housing,  finances  and  legal  aid; 

•  Greater  involvement  of  older  persons  in 


church  policy  decision-making,  including  training 
for  new  roles ; 

•  The  need  for  counseling,  support,  and  spiritual 
guidance  in  times  of  stress ; 

•  The  need  to  pay  special  attention  to  issues 
that  confront  older  women. 

The  consultation  was  planned  and  conducted  by 
a  representative  group  of  older  persons  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Forty-two  church  leaders  participated.  All  were 
between  the  ages  of  61  and  87,  the  average  age 
being  72. 

Next  steps  for  the  group  will  be  guided  by  a 
Continuing  Advisory  Committee  of  the  National 
Consultation  of  Older  Adults  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 


How  do  older  people  really  feel  about  the  presence  of  children  in  worship  services?  An  Australian  specialist  in  ministries  with 
children  reports  that  while  the  prevailing  “myth"  is  that  old  people  dislike  having  children  in  church,  in  fact  older  members  are 
very  concerned  about  their  absence,  (see  related  stories  on  this  page). 
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V ery  young  need  very  old 

Faith  best  shared  by  persons  with  ‘ presence  ’ 


SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS  —  “Are  old  people  plotting  to 
kill  the  church?” 

An  Australian  specialist  in  ministries 
with  children  said  this  is  the  impression 
he  gets  from  the  number  of  ministers  and 
Christian  education  directors  who  tell 
him  that  older  people  in  the  church 
threaten  them  with  a  terrible  fate  if 
children  are  allowed  to  attend  worship 
services. 

The  Rev.  Stan  Stewart  said  at  a 
workshop  here  that  while  many  older 
people  do  think  the  best  way  to  get  closer 
to  Jesus  is  to  get  the  children  out  of  the 
way,  there  are  many  more  who  definitely 
want  to  have  the  babies,  toddlers  and 
children  in  worship. 

In  fact,  he  discovered  in  talking  to 
most  older  people  that  one  of  their 
greatest  concerns  is  the  lack  of  children 
and  young  people  in  church. 

Mr.  Stewart  contends  that  old  people 
have  a  very  important  role  in  the 
revitalization  of  Christian  congregations 
—  a  role  that  has  been  denied  them  many 
times  over  by  the  church’s  insistence  on 
using  education  methods  based  on 
worldly  models,  teaching  aids,  audio 
visuals  and  the  “right”  lesson  formation. 

“We’re  not  trying  to  wring  out  their 
last  drop  of  energy,  but  we  need  them,” 
he  said.  “We  must  encourage  our  old 


people  to  move  back  in  and  share  their 
faith  with  children.” 

Pauline  Hubner,  Mr.  Stewart’s  partner 
in  the  workshop  team,  told  how  one 
kindergarten  class  had  engaged  an  83- 
year  old  man  in  the  developing  of  faith 
relationships  with  children. 

“His  job  was  to  be  there  and  to  be 
hugged  by  the  children,”  she  said. 
“During  the  class  every  once  in  a  while  a 
child  would  slip  over  and  hug  Par,  or  sit 
on  his  lap  or  talk  to  him,”  she  said. 
“Par’s  job  is  very  important,  and  life  has 
prepared  him  for  it.” 

Ms.  Hubner  said  old  people, 
particularly  men,  should  be  in 
kindergartens.  “Par  is  of  the  generation 
—  next  to  children  —  which  is  closest  to 
God.” 

Mr.  Stewart  said  old  people  and 
children  need  each  other.  He  bases  this 
conclusion  on  his  observation  of  the 
difference  between  old  people  who  have 
regular  contact  with  children  and  those 
who  don’t.  “In  my  workshops  the  old 
people  who  work  with  children  always 
seem  to  be  twinkling  and  alive.  Their 
general  state  of  health,  physical  and 
mental  is  improved  by  this  contact.” 

On  the  other  hand,  he  said,  old  people 
in  old  people’s  villages  or  nursing  homes 
are  often  grumpy  and  unfriendly.  “They 
seem  to  believe  their  own  bad  press.” 

Mr.  Stewart  said  the  church  has  been 


patronizing  of  old  people  —  just  as 
worldly  patterns  and  values  encourage. 
“We’ve  bought  buses  for  them  and  built 
homes  for  them  and  entertained  them, 
but  they  need  more.  They  need  a  reason 
to  live;  old  age  has  no  meaning  any  more 
and  especially  for  men.  Many  men 
experience  the  feeling  of  being  ‘good  for 
nothing’  when  they  retire.” 

He  has  come  to  believe,  based  largely 
on  his  studies  of  Pacific  cultures  that  the 
“people-forming  stories”  —  the  Bible 
stories  for  Christians  —  must  be 
transmitted  by  persons  with  presence 
and  power. 

“More  important  than  the  correctness 
of  the  teaching  method  is  who  the  person 
is  who  tells  the  stories. 

How  can  old  people  get  involved  with 
children  in  passing  on  the  faith? 

Mr.  Stewart  made  several  “starter" 
suggestions : 

•  Honor  the  old  people  of  the  church  by 
always  having  them  present  at  the 
important  times  in  church  for  children ; 

•  Encourage  adoptive  grandparents; 
match  up  children  and  older  folks  and 
“bless  them  in  church  in  a  one-year 
covenant"; 

•  Invite  old  people  to  “just  be  there”  in 
classrooms  and  events  where  there  are 
children, 

•  Invite  old  people  to  tell  their 
“favorite”  Bible  story  during  worship. 


—  not  education 


Worship 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  Nowhere  is  the  church’s 
tendency  to  follow  worldly  patterns  more 
evident  —  or  disastrous  —  than  in 
children’s  ministries  and  in  the 
separation  of  older  people  from  children 
in  the  church,  asserted  a  team  of 
Australians  here  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
month-long  tour  in  the  U.S. 


The  Rev.  Stan  Stewart  and  Pauline 
Hubner  of  the  Uniting  Church  of 
Australia  have  been  coming  to  the  U.S. 
for  a  month  each  of  the  last  four  years  to 
lead  workshops  for  United  Methodists, 
Presbyterians,  Lutherans  and 
Episcopalians. 

“The  school  teacher  mind  has  such  a 
hold  on  how  the  church  approaches 


Christian  education,”  said  Mr.  Stewart. 
“But  the  church  is  not  in  the  business  of 
passing  on  information;  the  church  is  in 
the  business  of  passing  on  the  faith. 
Worldly  education  patterns  are  not 
necessarily  good  for  the  church.” 

“Although  we  have  excellent 
curriculum  and  competent  teachers, 
many  youth  leave  the  church  and  don’t 


Move  ‘almost  unprecedented’’ 

Missions  staff  reinstated,  reshuffled 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  -  Three  United 
Methodist  national  missions  agency  staff 
members  —  who  broke  repeated  official 
promises  to  consult  with  local  United 
Methodists  —  have  been  re-instated  after 
a  two  week-long  suspension. 

However,  the  three  were  stripped  of  all 
duties  and  association  with  the  United 
Methodist  Voluntary  Services  (UMVS) 
which  has  been  in  the  middle  of  a  long 
controversy  in  Mississippi.  District  and 
conference  officials  there  say  the 
involvement  “has  ripped  our  small 
churches  apart.” 

The  disciplinary  action  leaves  UMVS 
with  none  of  its  former  staff. 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  head  of  the 
National  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  has  placed  the 
troubled  UMVS  program  under  his 


personal  supervision  until  new  staff 
members  can  be  hired  or  reassigned. 

The  suspensions  resulted  from  the 
latest  breach  in  National  Division 
promises  about  consultation.  This 
episode  began  in  mid-September  at  a 
meeting  of  representatives  from  the  23 
non-United  Methodist  social 
organizations  which  are  part  of  the 
UMVS  network,  Dr.  Bideaux  said. 

The  representatives  decided  it  would 
be  appropriate  for  UMVS  to  pay  to 
transport  several  network  people  to 
Mississippi  rallies  in  support  of  black, 
former  mayor  Eddie  James  Carthan 
while  he  stood  trial  for  murder.  Present 
at  the  meeting  were  Shelia  Collins,  the 
UMVS  full-time  staff  worker,  and 
William  Rollins,  whose  main  duties 
involve  the  US-2  program  and  short-term 
mission  volunteers. 

Dr.  Bideaux  said  Ms.  Collins  “set  in 


motion”  the  transportation  plan  before 
going  on  sick  leave  during  October.  He 
said  the  voucher  for  the  plane  tickets 
( believed  to  number  eight)  was  signed  by 
Mr.  Rollins  and  the  Rev.  John  Jordan, 
head  of  the  mission  leadership  section 
which  includes  UMVS. 

The  United  Methodist-funded  travelers 
already  were  in  Mississippi  at  the  time 
the  Global  Ministries  board  of  directors 
was  meeting  in  October  and  Mr.  Jordan 
was  urging  the  board  to  continue  its 
involvement  in  Mississippi.  Yet,  neither 
Mississippi  church  leaders  nor  top  staff 
and  elected  officials  of  Global  Ministries 
were  told  of  the  new  funding,  Dr. 
Bideaux  told  the  Reporter. 

Dr.  Bideaux  had  repeatedly  made  public 
assurances  during  the  last  six  months 
that  such  a  thing  would  not  happen.  In 
May  he  promised,  “The  expectation  we 
have  for  all  our  staff  is  that  consultation 
take  place.” 

In  June,  he  said  that  no  more  money 
“is  in  the  pipeline”  for  involvement  in 
the  Carthan  case. 

In  July,  he  wrote  to  all  UM  bishops 
informing  them  that  his  staff  had  been 
told  that  whenever  they  signed  vouchers 
for  programs  they  were  guaranteeing 
that  they  had  fulfilled  their  consultation 
obligation. 

After  a  day-long  meeting  last  Friday, 
the  National  Division’s  personnel 
committee  and  Dr.  Bideaux  announced 
that  Ms.  Collins  and  Mr.  Jordan  will  be 
given  different  jobs  —  as  yet  undeter¬ 
mined  —  and  that  Mr.  Rollins  will 
resume  his  job  with  the  exception  of 
UMVS  duties.  All  will  continue  to  receive 
the  same  pay,  Dr.  Bideaux  said. 

No  effort  will  be  made  to  recover  the 
money  spent  on  plane  tickets,  Dr. 
Bideaux  said,  because  —  except  for  the 
lack  of  consultation  —  the  funding  was 
appropriate. 

He  acknowledged  to  the  Reporter  there 
likely  will  be  criticism  that  the 
disciplinary  action  was  not  strong 
enough  to  prove  the  National  Division 
can  be  believed  when  it  promises  to 
consult  with  local  United  Methodists. 

However,  he  said,  even  this  level  of 
disciplinary  action  is  almost 
unprecedented  and  is  seen  by  the  staff  as 
quite  harsh.  He  added  that  if  this  latest 
action  doesn’t  bring  staff  members  into 
conformity  with  new  procedures, 
employment  terminations  will  have  to  be 
considered. 

Dr.  Bideaux  said  the  disciplinary 
actions  absolutely  do  not  represent  any 
kind  of  pulling  back  from  justice 
ministries. 


A  Bold  Stroke  for  the  Future! 
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Wesleyan 
v  ^  Satellite 
Network 

The  Wesleyan  Satellite  Network  ( WSNet)  is  the  telecommunications  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Communications  Council,  serving  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

WSNet  is  a  bold  stroke  for  the  future. 

WSNet  is  an  effort  by  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico  to 
harness  the  modern  technology  of  satellite  delivery  systems  for  services  including 
television  and  radio  programming,  computer-to-computer  communications,  elec¬ 
tronic  mail,  teleconferencing,  teletraining,  videotex,  and  research  and  development. 

The  initial  services  will  be  the  development  and  delivery  of  television  programming 
to  the  denomination’s  constituents  via  satellite  using  cable  television  systems,  home 
earth  stations  and,  within  the  next  few  years,  Direct-Satellite-to-Home  broadcasts  are 
expected. 

This  television  programming  may  be  described  as  a  bold  stroke  for  the  future  — 
NOW!  FREE  BROCHURE!  MAIL  TODAY! 

Wesleyan  Satellite  Network 
P.  0.  Box  990 
Dallas,  TX  75221 

Please  send  me  information  on  A  Bold  Stroke  for  the  Future,  the  Wesleyan  Satellite 
Network. 


Name _ 

Address 


City,  State,  Zip 


_  Church  _ 


—  said  key  to  holding  kids 


come  back  after  they  become  too  old  for 
the  youth  group,”  Mr.  Stewart  said. 

He  said  that  after  observing  this 
phenomenon  he  set  out  to  ask  those  youth 
who  stayed  or  the  few  who  did  come 
back,  why? 

“Over  and  over  they  said  they  had 
been  taken  to  worship  since  they  were 
babes.  I’m  talking  about  conditioning, 
about  inculturation  —  not  education. 

Put  Spirit  in  their  blood 

“I  assume  we  want  our  children  to 
grow  up  to  be  church-attending 
Christians  who  feel  they  belong  to  Christ 
and  to  the  Christian  tribe.  In  order  to 
maximize  that  possibility,  we  must  put 
the  spirit  of  the  worship  occasion  in  our 
children’s  blood,”  Mr.  Stewart  said. 

Added  Pauline  Hubner,  “Not  many 
things  are  within  our  reach  to  give  to  our 
children,  but  it  is  within  our  reach  to 
promise  our  children  the  gift  of  His 
people  —  a  Christian  congregation  that 
lets  them  know  they  are  loved, 
important,  welcome,  comfortable  and  at 
home  being  with  God’s  people.” 

Mr.  Stewart  said  one  especially 
negative  effect  of  contemporary 
Christian  education  methods  has  been 
the  tendency  to  push  older  persons  to  the 
fringes  of  or  completely  out  of  the 
nurture  of  children.  Another  has  been  the 
almost  total  separation  of  the  entire 
congregation  into  age  groups  with  little 
interaction  between  groups. 

“Most  of  what  we  do  in  workshops  is 
work  with  attitudes  about  ministry  with 
children,”  Mr.  Stewart  said.  “Great 
ideas  are  no  good  unless  attitudes  change 
first.” 

The  team  bases  its  approach  to 
children’s  ministries  on  “five  truths” 


which  they  say  apply  equally  to  teachers, 
parents,  choir  leaders  and  ministers : 

•  "The  child  is  a  person  and  as  such 
deserves  our  respect  and  has  much  to 
give  us." 

Mr.  Stewart  said  that  “respecting 
children  doesn’t  come  easy  to  adults.  We 
are  busy  trying  to  get  our  children  to 
hurry  up  and  become  Christians  like  us.” 

“But  what  Jesus  said  was  far  more 
radical.  ‘Unless  you  become  as  a  child, 
you  cannot  enter  the  Kingdom  of 
heaven.’  ” 

We  need  children 

“We  need  children  in  order  to  advance 
in  our  Christian  faith;  we  need  them  as 
tutors.  How  else  can  we  learn  to  become 
as  a  small  child?  Not  by  learning 
Erikson’s  seven  stages  of  development. 
We  need  their  gifts,  but  it  is  very  hard  to 
open  ourselves  to  see  the  clues  to  God’s 
nature  in  children.” 

•  “Within  every  adult  there  lives  a 
child.  And  in  order  for  the  adult  to  be  a 
healthy  individual,  that  child  must  live." 

He  explained  that  children  can  help 
restore  adults  to  “life”  in  ways  that 
valium,  counseling,  whiskey  and  therapy 
sessions  can  never  do. 

“A  major  task  facing  the  church  is  to 
release  the  child  in  adults;  children  can 
be  the  therapists,”  he  believes. 

•  “There  is  a  link  between  the  creative 
and  the  spiritual.” 

“Very  often  the  church  honors  only 
‘the  gift  of  the  mouth,’  ”  the  Australian 
leader  said,  “but  many  who  cannot  pray 
out  loud  or  preach  can  open  avenues  for 
people  to  receive  spirituality  through 
dance  or  poetry  or  clay.” 

“Many  adults  are  frightened  to  do 


these  things,”  he  agreed.  “But  as 
children  we  weren’t  afraid  to  sing  and 
dance  and  paint  and  make  things.” 

Mr.  Stewart  said  children  can  be  good 
tutors  to  help  adults  recover  the  creative 
areas  which  express  their  spirituality. 
“Children  are  very  kind  teachers;  they 
may  even  let  us  win  in  order  to  encour¬ 
age  us  to  play.” 

•  “Within  the  human  heart  there  is  a 
call  for  community,  and  children  are 
great  community  builders." 

Mr.  Stewart  said  communes  are  an 
expression  of  the  need  for  community, 
but  for  the  most  part  they  don’t  work. 
However,  the  desire  for  extended  family 
is  still  very  real  in  a  society  plagued  by 
loneliness. 

“Children  are  great  at  breaking  down 
barriers,  in  making  introductions, 
building  relationships.  They  are  also 
peacemakers;  we  have  to  teach  them 
very  carefully  how  to  keep  a  grudge.  ’  ’ 

Mr.  Stewart  said  Protestants  should 
take  a  hint  from  the  Mormons,  the 
fastest-growing  religious  group.  “What 
they  offer  is  a  tribe,  a  family.  We  can  do 
that,  too,  but  not  until  we  stop  locking 
people  up  by  age  groups.” 

•  “Children  are  born  spiritual  beings 
and  they  are  ready  to  worship.” 

“Worship  and  prayer  is  not  a  foreign 
land  for  children.  They  need 
nourishment  and  encouragement,  but 
we’ve  hindered  that  by  removing  them 
from  worship  or  we’ve  squashed  it. 
Children  must  be  exposed  to  worship  in  a 
helpful  way.  No  Sunday  School  class  can 
compensate  for  that  experience  in  the 
family  of  faith.” 

- SHARON  MIELKE 
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People  in  the  news... 


The  eight-week-long  teachers’ 
strike  is  finally  over  in  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  and  with  it  ends  a  week-long 
hunger  strike  by  a  local  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor. 

The  Rev.  J.  Howard  Wright,  47,  of 
Grove  Avenue  UMC  began  a  hunger 
strike  Nov.  2  after  prolonged 
negotiations  between  teachers  and 
members  of  the  Greater  Johnstown 
school  board  broke  down.  The 
students  had  been  out  of  school  since 
Sept.  13  and  the  situation  seemed 
hopeless,  Mr.  Wright  told  the 
Reporter. 

“I  didn’t  take  sides  in  the  strike,  but 
I  sided  with  the  students.  In  fact  my 
slogan  was  ‘the  kids  are  starving  for 
an  education.’  That  may  sound  corny 
but  I  think  it  worked,"  he  said. 

For  seven  days  Mr.  Wright  took 
nothing  but  liquids  into  his  body.  A 
colleague,  another  United  Methodist 
pastor,  went  on  a  fast  in  support  of  an 
end  to  the  strike  but  chose  to  remain 
anonymous.  Mr.  Wright  felt  that  a 
“public  statement  would  be  more 
effective.” 

“We  received  good  press  coverage. 
I  asked  people  who  supported  me  to 
call  the  school  board  office  and  the 


teachers  union  and  push  for 
negotiations  to  end  the  strike.  My 
fellow  pastors,  district  superintendent 
and  my  bishop  (Pittsburgh  Area 
Bishop  James  Ault)  all  called  to  voice 


their  support,”  Mr.  Wright  said. 

On  Nov.  9,  a  county  judge  issued  an 
injunction  ordering  the  teachers  back 
to  school  and  requiring  round-the- 
clock  negotiations  in  his  chambers  in 
order  to  secure  an  amicable 
agreement.  A  tentative  agreement 
was  reached,  and  both  sides  are 
expected  to  approve  it  next  week. 

Mr.  Wright,  who  has  served  as  dean 
of  his  conference  school  of  Christian 
mission  for  two  years,  said  he  felt  his 
hunger  strike  —  however  brief  —  was 
a  contributing  factor  to  the  judge’s 
action. 

-  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Skating  pastor  a  champ 
June  and  Bob  Deits  of  Tucson’s  St. 
Paul  United  Methodist  Church  won  the 
Arizona  state  championship  roller  skate 
dance  competition  last  summer  in  the 
Esquire  Division.  Bob  noted  that  he  and 
June  qualify  for  the  division  which  is  for 
skaters  35  years  and  older.  He  told  the 
Pacific  and  Southwest  “Circuit  Rider” 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
that  they  are  in  the  “or  older”  category. 
The  pair  have  been  skating  for  six  years 
and  find  it  a  pleasant  addition  to  church 
responsibilities. 
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Winning  photo  helps  mark  National  Bible  Week 

“For  He  is  our  God,  and  we  are  the  people  of  His  pasture,  and  the  sheep  of  His  hand.”  (Psalm  95:7)  is  illustrated  by  this 
prize-winning  entry  in  the  4th  annual  Color  Slide  Competition  for  National  Bible  Week.  It  is  the  work  of  retired  Postal  Ser¬ 
vice  employee  Henry  Simack  of  Yonkers,  N.Y.  Entries  were  to  illustrate  some  aspect  of  this  beloved  Psalm  of  Praise  to  God. 
National  Bible  Week  Nov.  21-28,  is  sponsored  by  the  Laymen’s  National  Bible  Committee. 


Bible  teacher  devotes  life  to  helping 
people  get  ‘inside’  the  Scriptures 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  The  Bible 
is  a  favorite  topic  for  the  Rev.  Horace 
R.  Weaver,  a  minister  who  has 
devoted  his  life  to  "finding  fresh,  new 
and  exciting  ways  to  help  people  get 
inside  the  Bible." 

Dr.  Weaver  will  retire  Dec.  31  after 
directing  the  development  of 
Methodist  and  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources  for  adults  for  22 
years.  He  will  be  succeeded  by  Nellie 
M.  Moser,  a  staff  member  of  the 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee. 

“I  think  we've  offered  adults  of  our 
church  some  very  good  series”  over 
those  years.  Dr.  Weaver  said,  but 
added,  “I  think  right  now  we’re  giving 
them  the  best." 

Pointing  to  recent  series  such  as 
"Genesis  to  Revelation”  and  "Books 
of  the  Bible:  Survey  of  Old  and  New 
Testaments"  Dr.  Weaver  said,  "I 
don’t  think  any  denomination  has 
anything  that  can  approach  them. 

Dr.  Weaver  has  several  advanced 
degrees,  including  a  Ph.D.  in  Bible 
from  Boston  University.  He  is  a 
popular  Bible  lecturer,  teacher  and 
writer,  having  written  several  books, 
and  about  1000  articles  and  lessons. 

Bible  memory  encouraged 

In  recent  years,  curriculum 
resources  have  included  more  Bible 
verses  and  explicit  references  to 
scriptures.  Asked  about  the  practice 
of  memorizing  scriptures,  Dr.  Weaver 
said  Christians  should  have  a 
"reservoir  of  verses”  in  their  heads. 
“I  encourage  children  and  adults  to 
memorize  verses  of  the  Bible.  I  think 


this  idea  is  coming  back.” 

Curriculum  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  a  point  of  contro¬ 
versy  in  recent  years  particularly 
around  such  issues  as  inerrancy,  in¬ 
fallibility,  and  the  inspiration  of  scrip¬ 
tures.  Asked  if  he  anticipated  the  con¬ 
troversy  when  he  took  his  job,  Dr. 
Weaver  responded:  "I  guess  I  knew  it 
would  be  here,  but  I  didn’t  know  to 
what  extent.  It’s  still  with  us  in 
matters  such  as  ‘scientific  creation¬ 
ism.’  ” 

‘Why’  of  Creation?  questioned 

In  his  many  Bible  conferences 
across  the  nation,  Dr.  Weaver  said 
people  want  to  know  what  part  God 
played  in  creation.  "The  questions  of 
who  and  why  are  answered  in  the 
Bible,  while  the  how  and  when  are 
answered  by  scientists,”  he  said. 

One  of  Dr.  Weaver’s  favorite  three- 
day  Bible  conferences  deals  with  how 
science  and  the  Bible  relate  to  each 
other  and  support  one  another.  He  has 
listed  the  acts  of  creation  as  related  in 
Genesis  1,  under  four  headings: 
1)  God  created  light,  which  from  a 
scientific  perspective  is  a  small  part 
(3  percent)  of  the  electromagnetic 
spectrum;  **• —  - 

2)  God  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth  (matter),  which  emphasized 
God’s  designing,  planning  and  willing 
into  being  the  structures  of  atoms, 
molecules,  the  elements  that  make  up 
atomic  charts  in  the  departments  of 
chemistry  and  biochemistry,  as  well 
as  the  findings  of  the  physicists  in 


plasma  physics;  as  well  as  those 
dealing  with  the  macrocosm  in 
astronomy ; 

3)  God  created  “swarms  of  living 
creatures"  through  the  scientific 
device  which  is  known  as  the  DNA 
molecule,  that  contains  64  three-letter 
words  which  form  the  universal 
language  of  all  living  things,  both 
plant  and  animal  life;  and 

4)  besides  these  three  previous 
energy  forms,  God  created  human 
beings  ("adam”)  in  whom  is  the  God- 
given  potential  for  spiritual 
experiences  in  the  areas  of  truth, 
beauty,  moral  action,  and  a  life 
committed  to  working  in  harmony 
with  divine  purposes  for  human 
beings  (as  seen  in  the  life  style  of 
Jesus  Christ). 

Dr.  Weaver’s  lectures  presuppose 
the  position  that  the  universe  was 
“born"  about  20  billion  years  ago, 
with  life  (the  DNA)  coming  into  being 
about  three  billion  and  200  million 
years  ago.  Dr.  Weaver’s  series  has 
been  well  received  in  scores  of 
churches  across  the  United  States. 

With  his  zeal  for  the  Bible,  how 
would  he  try  to  convince  a  skeptic  that 
the  book  is  important  to  his  or  her 
life?  "People  wonder  why  they  are 
here  on  earth, "and  who  put  them  here. 
They  ask  if  there  is  any  hope  for  the 
future,  personally  and  for  the  society. 
They  wonder  if  life  and  history  make 
sense.  I  don’t  know  of  any  other 
source  than  religion  and  specifically 
the  Christian  faith  that  will  help  them 
find  the  answers.  The  Bible  is  the  best 
treasury  for  helpful  ideas  I  know  of.” 


Top  award  goes  to  UMR  writer 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


Staff  Writer 

LINCOLN,  Neb.  —  An  associate  editor 
on  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  staff  — 
Roy  Howard  Beck— was  named  the 
"Communicator  of  the  Year"  last  Friday 
here  by  the  United  Methodist  Association 
pf  Communicators. 

The  award  was  the  highest  honor  given 
by  the  association,  with  its  winner  named 
as  the  best  over-all  representative  of 
excellence  in  communications.  Mr.  Beck 
received  two  additional  awards  —  an 
Award  of  Excellence  and  a  Certificate  of 
Merit  —  for  his  news  coverage  of  the 
involvement  of  a  United  Methodist 
general  agency  in  the  controversial  case 
of  a  black,  former  mayor  of  Tchula, 
Mississippi.  He  received  one  of  six 
Awards  of  Excellence. 

The  Reporter's  Editor-General 
Manager,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III,  received  a  Certificate  of  Merit  for  his 
feature.  "How  can  Christians  help  the 


church  in  China?”  which  was  printed  in 
the  May  8,  1981  issue.  A  total  of  24 
Certificates  of  Merit  were  awarded. 

In  presenting  the  "Communicator  of 
the  Year”  award,  the  chairman  of  the 
judge’s  panel,  said  "Mr.  Beck’s  primary 
competitors  for  the  award  were  the  other 
members  of  the  Reporter’s  staff.” 

In  a  written  statement,  the  judges  said, 
"Mr.  Beck’s  entries  (including  a  series 
on  Salvadoran  refugees  last  spring)  de¬ 
serve  commendation  because  they 
involve  investigative  reporting  and 
go  beyond  merely  recording  something 
that  transpires  at  a  given  setting,  such  as 
a  meeting. 

"It  is  refreshing  to  see  in  the  Reporter 
a  willingness  to  tie  into  the  controversial, 
difficult  and  risky  (to  the  reporter  and 
paper)  social  issues  that  could  easily  be 
sloughed  off  or  be  covered  only 
superficially.” 

The  judges  also  added,  "The  editorial- 
news  team  of  the  Reporter  surely  would 


qualify  for  a  group  award.  Judging  the 
merits  of  stories  in  this  division  was 
extremely  difficult,  and  all  would  rate 
very  high  on  the  scale  of  journalistic 
excellence.” 

Other  “Awards  of  Excellence  winners 
were:  (editorial)  J.  Richard  Peck, 
Circuit  Rider,  for  “The  Waiting  Room," 
March  1981;  (promotional)  Barbara 
Dunlap-Berg,  United  Methodist  Commu- 
cations,  for  the  film  “Giving  starts  a 
chain  reaction;”  (photography)  Donald 
R.  Wood  and  Dean  Hartman  for  the 
videotape,  "United  Methodists  —  what 
they  believe  —  World’s  Fair;”  (layout 
and  design)  A1  Simon  ton,  North  Carolina 
Christman  Advocate,  June  8,  1982  and; 
(feature)  Elwood  Fleming  for  a 
videotape,  "A  strange  and  sacred  way.” 

Carolyn  Sims,  editor  of  the  Tennessee 
Annual  Conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter,  won  a  Certificate  of  Merit  in 
the  promotional  category  for  a  feature  on 
Martin  College  which  appeared  in  the 
Aug.  20, 1981  issue. 
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Genetic  engineering: 

Panel  urges  Christians  to  study  bioethics 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK  —  Churches  “must  do 
everything  within  their  power”  to  permit 
an  informed  public  analysis  of  “this  new 
celebrity  called  genetic  engineering.” 

Such  is  the  exhortation  which  helps 
conclude  a  pathfinding  report  presented 
here  in  early  November  to  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  policymaking 
Governing  Board. 

The  39-page  report,  widely  celebrated 
here  for  the  clarity  of  its  language  and 
the  thoroughness  of  its  range,  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  council  by  its  Panel  on 
Bioethical  Concerns.  The  panel  had  spent 
two  years  at  the  direction  of  the 
ecumenical  council’s  board  "identifying 
and  exploring  issues  of  concern  to  the 
churches  (including)  genetic 
manipulation  of  life  forms  and  the 
control  of  related  technologies  and  new 
technologies  of  human  reproduction  as 
these  relate  particularly  to  respect  for 
creation  and  justice  for  all  peoples." 

The  panel  reported  here  at  the 
completion  of  its  work  that  it  has  met 
with  scientists,  theologians,  ethicists, 
advocates  for  the  public  and  persons 
from  business  communities  in  New  York, 
Boston,  San  Francisco,  and  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

‘Master  molecule  of  life’ 

The  panel  also  said  it  had  focused  on 
theological,  ethical  and  public  policy 
issues  raised  by  what  has  been  described 
as  "the  master  molecule  of  life”  and  how 
that  molecule,  present  in  almost  all 
living  cells,  can  be  combined  from  one 
species  with  that  from  another  species. 
The  technique  of  re-combining  genes  is 
known  as  “recombinant  DNA,”  the 
latter  phrase  an  acronym  for 
Deoxyribonuleic  acid,  the  technical 
name  of  the  “master  molecule.” 

Recombinant  DNA,  the  panel  pointed 
out,  can  affect  the  initiation  of  new  life 
forms,  the  modification  of  existing  life 
forms  (for  therapeutic  or  other  reasons) 
and  the  possible  danger  of  accidentally 
terminating  species. 

The  panel’s  report  was  received  for 


study  only  and  for  referral  to  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  32 
member  communions,  where  further 
circulation,  study  and  comment  are 
anticipated.  A  policy  statement  based  on 
the  initial  report  and  reactions  to  it  is 
expected  back  to  the  NCC’s  board  for 
first  reading  by  May  1984. 

Presents  ‘pioneering  thought’ 

NCC  President  James  Armstrong  and 
General  Secretary  Claire  Randall  were 
asked  at  a  news  conference  following  the 
board  meeting  here  if  they  were 
surprised  that  the  bioethics  panel’s 
report  "slipped  through"  the  board  so 
easily.  Ms.  Randall,  a  United 
Presbyterian  ordained  minister,  said  no, 
she  was  not  surprised,  because  board 
members  had  had  the  report  in  advance 
and  because  the  multi-denominational 
panel  had  worked  with  great  care. 
Bishop  Armstrong,  a  United  Methodist, 
said  the  report  represents  "pioneering 
thought”  but  presumes  in  no  way  to 
present  "ultimate  truth.” 

Bishop  James  R.  Crumley  Jr.  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  chaired  the 
study  panel.  He  credited  the  report’s 
clarity  of  language  to  its  drafter,  Mrs. 
Rena  Yocom,  a  United  Methodist 
laywoman  from  Kansas. 

After  pointing  out,  through  a  series  of 
vignettes,  the  problems  and  possibilities 
raised  by  advances  in  genetic 
engineering,  especially  recombinant 
DNA,  the  panel’s  report  focused  on  the 
theological  and  ethical  concerns  raised 
by  these  new  technologies. 

"Our  concern  is  not  the  problem  of 
religion  versus  science,”  wrote  the  panel 
in  its  report.  “Rather  we  seek 
understanding  of  the  new  gift  which  a 
large  body  of  microbiologists  has 
presented  to  our  society.” 

High  testimony  to  value  of  life 

The  Christian’s  understanding,  the 
panel  asserted,  begins  with  belief  in  God 
the  Creator  and  in  the  Incarnation,  “a 
high  testimony  to  the  value  of  each 
created  human  life.”  The  Christian  must 
understand  the  ethical  decisions  to  be 


made  in  considering  public  policy  related 
to  bioethical  concerns  in  light  of  the 
worth  of  human  life. 

Other  ethical  stances  the  Christian 
should  consider  in  relation  to  biological 
engineering,  in  the  panel’s  view,  are  the 
interdependence  of  life  systems,  the 
importance  of  growth  and  change,  the 
eagerness  of  humanity  to  participate  in 
the  pursuit  of  truth,  the  necessity  for 
responsible  scientific  inquiry,  the 
participation  of  citizens  in  decisions  that 
may  affect  personal  or  community  well¬ 
being,  the  inherent  value  of  diversity  in 
the  creation,  and  the  value  of  distributive 
justice. 

The  panel’s  report  also  pushes  readers 
to  consider  risk.  "Given  that  risk 
inevitably  accompanies  technological 
advance,”  the  panel  said,  Christians  and 
policy-makers  must  consider,  "How 
much  risk  is  acceptable?  From  what 
sources?  Who  shall  decide  such  matters? 
On  what  basis?” 

The  panel’s  many  conversations  with 
scientists  led  them  to  say  that  “micro¬ 
biologists  perceive  that  laboratory 
experience  of  the  past  few  years  has 
shown  the  initial  fears  (about 
recombinant  DNA  experimentation)  to 
have  been  largely  unfounded”  but,  they 
said,  "We  sense  that  voluntary  self¬ 
regulation  is  not  sufficient  ...  We 
advocate  some  form  of  explicit 
government  regulation  of  all  parties 
engaging  in  genetic  research.” 

The  panel  devoted  considerable 
attention  to  the  preservation  of  human 
rights.  The  members  expressed 
particular  concern  about  equitable 
distribution  of  benefits  derived  from 
biological  engineering  and  the  protection 
of  research  subjects.  Justice  issues 
related  to  commercialism,  patents,  and 
profits  made  from  products  of  publicly- 
funded  research  were  also  raised. 

Finally,  the  panel  called  upon  the 
churches  to  “contribute  significantly  to 
the  public’s  awareness  of  the  issues 
relating  to  bio-engineering”  and  to  assist 
in  developing  "adequate  theological, 
ethical  and  moral  bases  for  making 
decisions  in  this  area." 


Reporter’s  directors  set  policy 


Three  expansions  authorized 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  —  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter  was  authorized  last  week  to 
expand  in  three  ways  —  in  a  possible  new 
companion  publication,  in  technology 
and  in  real  estate. 

The  authorizations  were  voted  by  the 
newspaper’s  board  of  directors  meeting 
in  annual  session.  The  board  consists  of 
two  persons  from  each  of  the  seven 
annual  conferences  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  and  one  from  each  of  the  33  other 
conferences  which  publish  editions  of  the 
Reporter  as  their  official  publications. 

The  board  authorized  Editor  and 
General  Manager  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III  to  explore  the  feasibility,  marketabi¬ 
lity  and  desireability  of  a  new  bi-weekly 
publication  called  the  “United  Methodist 
Review.”  The  "Review”  would  be  in¬ 
tended  primarily  for  conferences  with 
monthly  publications  which  find  the 
Reporter  appealing,  but  have  not  found  it 
feasible  to  publish  on  a  weekly  basis. 

A  prototype  of  the  "Review”  was 
presented  to  the  Board.  It  would  be  in 
tabloid  format.  It  would  contain  a  "re- 
]  view”  of  recent  news,  feature,  and  analy¬ 
sis  from  the  Reporter,  to  be  combined 
i with  annual  conference  and/or  local 
ichurch  news.  The  number  of  pages  would 
idepend  on  the  amount  of  space  needed  to 
\present  the  conference’s  material. 

Although  the  vote  authorizing 
exploration  of  this  avenue  of  expansion 
was  25-3,  several  directors  expressed 
concerns,  primarily  that  the  "Review” 
might  have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  Re¬ 
porter,  which  is  published  weekly.  Mr. 
Dunnam  said  this  is  one  of  several  risks, 
but  that  the  paper’s  staff  and  most  of  its 
supporters  continue  to  believe  in  weekly 
frequency,  and  that  the  "Review”  will  be 
"aimed  primarily  at  new  markets."  A 
launch  of  the  "Review”  is  dependent 
on  one  or  more  conferences  indicating  a 
desire  to  publish  a  bi-weekly  edition  of  it. 

"The  United  Methodist  Review,”  if  it  is 
launched,  would  be  the  second  major 
new  publishing  venture  for  UMR  in  less 
than  two  years.  Another  new  publication. 
"The  National  Christian  Reporter."  was 
begun  in  1981  to  serve  local  churches  and 
regional  bodies  of  denominations  other 
than  United  Methodist. 

Another  authorization  asked  the  staff 
to  continue  looking  into  a  new  high-speed 
computerized  photo  composition  system. 
A  preliminary  staff  report  based  on 
several  months’  study  was  presented, 
and  the  board  authorized  Mr.  Dunnam  to 
borrow  up  to  $325,000  to  purchase  and  in¬ 
stall  such  a  system  if  it  becomes  feasible. 

The  final  authorization  actually  only 
completed  action  taken  in  September  by 
the  newspaper  board’s  executive 
committee.  The  Reporter  has  purchased 
a  tract  of  just  over  44  acres  adjacent  to 
the  property  currently  leased  for  the 
newspaper’s  operations.  Purchase  price 
in  the  industrial  park  some  three  miles 
west  of  downtown  Dallas  was  $300,000. 
Mr.  Dunnam  said  this  purchase  insures 
the  Reporter’s  long-term  ability  to  be  lo¬ 
cated  near  the  area’s  primary  postal  fa¬ 
cilities.  Such  a  land  holding  is  also  an 
excellent  investment,  he  added. 

An  expansion  of  a  very  different  sort 
increased  the  Reporter’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  from  seven  to  10.  The  executive 
committee  had  recommended  this  as  a 
means  to  help  insure  both  continuity  and 
racial  and/or  sexual  inclusiveness. 

The  new  board  president  is  the  Rev. 


William  Harris  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Annual  Conference.  He  succeeds  Wayne 
C.  Sellers,  retired  newspaperman  from 
Palestine,  Texas,  but  Mr.  Sellers  as 
immediate  past  president  moves  to  one 
of  the  newly-created  posts. 

Other  new  officers  are  the  Rev.  Don 
Sperber,  Rocky  Mountain  conference, 
vice  chairman;  the  Rev.  Anders  Lunt, 
Baltimore  conference,  secretary.  The 
Rev.  Willie  B.  Clay  of  the  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  conference,  immediate  past  vice- 
chairman,  will  continue  on  the  executive 
committee  in  a  new  at-large  post,  and 
Jan  Jarboe  Rabb,  a  newspaper  colum¬ 
nist  from  San  Antonio,  was  elected  to  the 
other  new  at-large  position. 

The  board  raised  the  Reporter’s  rates 
for  local  church  editions  an  average  of 
slightly  less  than  6  percent  for  1983,  and 
also  adopted  similar  future  increases  for 
annual  conference  editions. 

Two  budgets  for  1983  were  adopted. 
One  totaling  just  under  $5  million  is 
based  on  current  postal  rates,  which  in¬ 
clude  part  of  a  long-committed  subsidy 
for  non-profit  postal  rates  "temporarily” 
restored  by  Congress  in  July.  The  second 
budget  is  some  10  percent  higher,  and  is 
based  on  the  higher,  unsubsidized  postal 
rates  which  were  in  effect  the  first  half  of 
1982,  and  which  the  Reagan  Administra¬ 
tion  advocates.  Reporter  rates  are  based 
on  the  higher  postal  rates,  but  a  "rebate” 
equal  to  the  savings  made  possible  by 
any  subsidy  will  continue  to  be  passed 
along  to  those  who  use  the  Reporter’s 
services.  Mr.  Dunnam  told  the  board  that 
uncertainties  in  how  differences  between 
Congress  and  the  executive  branch  will 
be  resolved  make  the  dual-track  budget 
advisable. 

The  United  Methodist  Communications 
Council  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  of 
which  the  Reporter’s  governing  board  is 
one  division,  adopted  an  omnibus  resolu¬ 
tion  establishing  separate  legal  charters 
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under  Texas’  non-profit  law  for  each  of 
the  three  divisions.  Mr.  Dunnam  and 
other  officials  explained  that  this  had 
been  advised  to  permit  the  Reporter’s 
board,  in  its  own  name,  to  purchase  the 
adjacent  real  estate  and  to  permit  the 
Media  Division,  in  its  own  name,  to  raise 
funds  for  its  new  Wesleyan  Sattelite  Net¬ 
work  (WSNet).  A  third  division  is  the 
Agency  Services  Division. 

“A  bold  stroke  for  the  future”  is  one 
description  being  offered  for  the  new 
satellite  communication  system  being 
started  by  the  council’s  Media  Division. 

Its  operational  name  is  the  Wesleyan 
Satellite  Network  (WSNet),  and  it  will  go 
on  the  air  via  satellite  with  a 
transmission  Nov.  23  from  Fort  Worth. 

These  and  other  details  were  spelled 
out  here  last  week  by  the  Rev.  B.  C. 
Goodwin,  superintendent  of  the  El  Paso 
District  and  chairman  of  the  WSNet 
board  of  directors.  Mr.  Goodwin  spoke  to 
the  council’s  annual  luncheon  meeting. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


FEBRUARY  12  -  CHRISTIAN  SOUTHERN  CARIBBEAN/ 
SO.  AMERICAN  CRUISE 
MARCH  27  -  EASTER  IN  ISRAEL 

JUNE  25  -  "DREAM  VACATION"  CARIBBEAN  CRUISE 
ALSO  ALASKA /AUSTRALIA /CHINA  AND  OTHER  TOURS 

WORLD  WIDE  CHRISTIAN  TOURS 
P.  O.  Box  506,  Ellzobothtown. 
Kentucky  42701  (S02)  769  5900 


PERSONAL  GROWTH  RESOURCES 

A  unique  Christian  Business  sales  op¬ 
portunity.  Grow  spiritually  and  financially. 
Ph.  (800)  433-3324.  In  Texas  (800)  792-3293. 


CLASSIFIED 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION- Youth  Director  wanted  by 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Pontiac,  Illinois.  1600 
members  —  Salary  negotiable.  For  more 
information,  contact  Rev.  Frank  M  New  (815  )  842- 
1157. 


MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH,  to  develop  full 
time  youth  program  for  church  of  1400  members. 
Resume  to  Jim  Sparks,  King's  Way  United  Methodist 
Church.  2400  Fritts  Lane,  Springfield,  MO  65804, 
FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Music,  desire  experience  in 
vocal,  bell  and  instrument.  Send  resume  and  recent 
photo  to  SEARCH  committee,  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church,  504  N.  Vermilion,  Danville,  IL 
61832. _ 

PART  TIME  ASST.  MINISTER  needed:  1100  member 
church.  Perfect  location  in  Palm  Beach  Co.,  Florida 
for  a  retiring  minister  who  wants  to  remain  active  in 
a  growing,  active  church.  Please  contact  Robert  J. 
Kotecki,  150  U  S.  Hwy.  al,  Tequesta.  Fla.  33458. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  position  available.  Experience 
and  education  required.  Multi-staff  church  of  1400. 
Salary  negotiable  Contact  the  Rev.  David  Edgar. 
Laurel  Heights  UMC,  227  W  Woodlawn,  San  Antonio, 
TX  78212.  (512  )  733-7156. _ _ 

WAOTED  ONE  PERSON  for  full  time  director  of  Christian 

Education  and  Music.  Special  emphasis  in  Children 
and  Youth  ministries.  Must  have  degrees  in  both 
education  and  music.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Personnel  Committee.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  247.  Lewisburg. 
Tennessee  37091 _ _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

for  total  educational  program  in  growing  800 
member  church  with  strong  youth  program.  St. 
John's  UMC,  Box  547.  Richmond.  Texas  77469. 

SEEKING  APPOINTMENT  AS  PASTOR,  ordained 
deacon  on  withdrawal,  available  for  transfer  as 
Probationary  Member  Education:  Doctor  of 
Ministry'  (Counseling),  Master  of  Divinity,  and 
Master  of  Arts  in  Christian  Education  Experience:  3 
years  Pastor.  3  years  Minister  of  Education,  and  20 
years  Business  Executive.  Box  221076  —  Dept.  C. 
Dallas.  TX  7^722 _ 

SUPERINTENDENT  SOUGHT  for  McCurdy  School. 
United  Methodist  Mission  in  Espanola,  New  Mexico;  515 
students  in  grades  1-12  Candidates  should  have 
teaching  experience  plus  five  years  administrative 
experience,  and  credentials  to  qualify  for  New 
Mexico  Administrator's  Certificate.  Applicants  must 
be  active  members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
Request  application  from  James  C.  Thompson, 
Chairman,  McCurdy  Board  of  Trustees.  Post  Office 
Box  JJ,  Espanola.  New  Mexico  87532 _ 
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Pastoral  Letters 


Left  to  Right:  Maryruth  Nickels,  Martha  Ragsdale,  Pat  Chisholm,  Jean  Matzke, 
Mary  Grace  Lyman  and  Shirley  Hoffpauir 

Women’s  Division  Conducts 
Financial  Workshop 

The  Conference  elected  officers  and  designated  District  officers  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  took  part  in  a  Financial  Workshop  conducted  recently  by  Women’s 
Division.  Mary  Grace  Lyman  of  the  Division  staff  in  New  York  led  the  workshop  and 
was  assisted  by  Division  members,  Jean  Matzke  of  Yakima,  Washington,  Martha 
Ragsdale  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  and  Pat  Chisholm  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Also  in 
attendance  was  the  regional  staff  person  for  this  area,  Maryruth  Nickels  of  Nashville. 

Approximately  fifty  women  from  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  participated 
m  the  three  day  workshop.  They  worked  through  the  “Journey  of  the  Mission  Dollar” 
from  the  28,000  local  units  consisting  of  1,250,000  members  to  the  District,  Conference 
and  Division  where  it  is  allocated  to  various  areas.  Sixty  percent  of  the 
apportionments  are  divided  equally  between  World  and  National  Division  work.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  give  over  one  million  dollars  every  month  for  mission  causes. 

The  workshop  was  chaired  by  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  Conference  Treasurer.  Co- 
Chairperson  was  Ruth  Brown. 


“As  Christmas  comes,  I  can’t  think  of 
anything  better  than  the  love  that  is 
forever  mixing  itself  up  with  starlight 
and  candles  and  mistletoe  and  shepherds 
and  other  men  (not  always  wise),  and 
with  bells  in  all  the  steeples  pealing  out 
the  glory  that  the  Christ  we  love  is  bom.” 
—  Wheaton  Phillips  Webb,  “The  Heart 
Has  Its  Seasons.” 

Chapters  titled  “The  Day  Santa  Lost 
His  Head”  and  “A  Currier-and-Ivesy 
Christmas  to  You”  are  just  two  samples 
of  the  56  appealing  messages  Abingdon 
Press  author  Wheaton  Phillips  Webb  has 
wrapped  into  his  new  book  “The  Heart 
Has  Its  Seasons:  A  Sourcebook  of 
Christmas  Meditations.” 

Using  many  a  humorous  tum-of- 
phrase  and  thought,  Webb  brightens  the 
season  for  others  by  sharing  the 
mundane  and  miracle  moments  that 
make  Christmas  unforgettable.  From 
“The  Thirteen  Christmas  Trees” 
(planted  for  12  grandchildren,  and  an 
extra  just  in  case)  to  "A  Parsonage  in  a 
Pear  Tree,”  the  reader  will  reminisce 
with  Webb  as  he  travels  back  through  his 
years  of  Christmas  memories. 

Gifts  are  essentials  too,  Webb  says, 
and  he  fills  his  books  with  those  that 
mean  the  most.  .  .  carols  that  are  the 


Book  Quotes 


heart’s  own  joyous  music  and  that  you 
can  see  going  straight  up  to  heaven  with 
your  frosty  breath  on  a  cold  winter’s 
night;  forgiveness  that  tosses  a  mantle  of 
mercy  over  all  the  world’s  ancient 
wrongs;  and  prayer  that  climbs  the  altar 
stairs  to  God ...” 

Ronald  P.  Patterson,  book  editor  of 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
says  of  the  "The  Heart  Has  Its  Seasons” : 
“Readers  will  want  to  laugh  and  possibly 
cry  as  they  reminisce  with  the  author  the 
moments  that  make  Christmas 
memorable.  This  beautiful  little  book 
helps  Christmas  retain  its  seasonal 
place  of  honor.” 

Webb  is  associate  pastor  of  Oxford 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Oxford, 
Ohio.  He  has  written  three  books  and 
numerous  articles  for  various 
publications.  He  and  his  wife  have  four 
sons,  one  daughter  and  12  grandchildren, 
all  a  part  of  “The  Heart  Has  Its 
Seasons.” 

Abingdon  Press  is  the  book  publisher 
for  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  “The  Heart  Has  Its  Seasons:  A 
Sourcebook  of  Christmas  Meditations”  is 
available  in  paperback  through 
Cokesbury,  Retail  Sales  Division,  for 
$5.95. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


A  new  church  school  lesson  series  entitled  “The  Age  of  Reformation”  will  begin 
December  5.  1982  and  continue  through  January  30,  1983.  The  series  will  be  a 
continuation  of  the  present  series  based  upon  Roland  H.  Bainton’s  work  “The  Church 
of  Our  Fathers.” 


December  5  “Prelude  to  Reform" 
Bainton  —  Pages  118  to  128 
“Deadly  Sins  Invade  the  Church" 
December  12  “We  Need  a  Man” 

Bainton  —  Pages  129  to  141 
“Luther  Revolts” 

December  19  “The  Righteous  Live  By 
Faith" 

Bainton— Pages  129  to  141  (repeat) 
“Luther  Revolts”  (2nd  Lesson) 
December  26  “The  Church  Against 
Itself” 

Bainton  —  Pages  129  to  141  (Repeat) 
“Luther  Revolts"  (3rd Lesson) 
January  2  “Reform  in  Switzerland" 
Bainton  —  Pages  142  to  149 


“Reformers  Reformed” 

January  9  “Calvin  and  a  New  Order" 
Bainton  —  Chapter  16,  Pages  150  to 
156 

“A  Chosen  People" 

January  16  “Reformation  Within” 

Bainton  —  Chapter  18  —  Pages  164  to 
170 

“Soldier  of  the  Pope" 

January  23  “Revolt  in  England” 

Bainton  —  Chapter  17  —  Pages  157  to 
163 

“The  Open  Bible” 

January  30  “The  Age  of  Reason” 

Bainton  —  Chapter  20  —  Pages  183  to 
189 


By 

The  Reverend  RICHARD  C.  HEBERT 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
Sulphur,  Louisiana 

We  are  entering  that  season  of  the  year 
when  we  can  learn  more  about  ourselves 
than  any  other  time  of  the  year.  During 
this  season,  we  will  have  more 
opportunities  than  we  can  imagine  to 
learn  more  about  our  faith  and  to  express 
and  demonstrate  that  faith. 

We  will  have  many  “callings”  to 
express  what  our  faith  is  really  all  about, 
where  our  priorities  really  are,  and  what 
we  really  do  value  and  believe  to  be  the 

Funds  Ahead 
by  8.5  Percent 

With  three-quarters  of  the  year  gone, 
United  Methodists  are  financially 
supporting  the  worldwide  benevolence 
and  program  funds  of  their  church  at  a 
rate  8.5  percent  ahead  of  1981 . 

Through  Sept.  30,  according  to  a  report 
by  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  more  than  $48.3  million 
has  been  received  for  the  18  general 
funds,  or  almost  $4  million  more  than  in 
the  same  period  a  year  ago. 
Traditionally,  the  fourth  quarter  shows 
the  heaviest  receipts  of  year. 


Support  for 
Students  Needed 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
proud  tradition  of  support  for  colleges 
and  students.  It  counts  on  an  educated 
laity  and  clergy  for  leadership  in  the 
church  and  society. 

The  observance  of  United  Methodist 
Student  Day  this  year  is  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  Advent,  November  28.  The 
church’s  loan  and  scholarship  programs 
which  are  made  possible  by  this  offering 
have  long  made  die  critical  difference  to 
students  and  their  parents.  Give 
generously  to  help  meet  the  goal  set  by 
General  Conference. 


Truth  about  God,  others,  and  ourselves. 

Our  Stewardship  campaign, 
Thanksgiving  services,  and  Advent 
celebrations  are  all  opportunities  for  us 
to  listen  to  the  promptings  of  God,  who 
calls  us  to  genuinely  accept  the  gifts  of 
His  Love,  in  such  a  way  as  to  genuinely 
share  the  blessings  of  Love. 

Please  hear  the  call  to  “bear  one 
another’s  burdens”;  listen  for  the  Word 
that  tells  us  about  the  “cheerful  giver”; 
be  ready  to  respond  in  joyful 
Thanksgiving  as  part  of  Christ’s  Church. 

y.  >• 

Conference  Calendar 
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v  25  Christmas 


New  Dean  Named 
at  Duke  University 

DURHAM,  N.C.  (UMNS)  -  The 
Reverend  Dennis  M.  Campbell,  37, 
Director  of  Continuing  Education  at 
Duke  University  Divinity  School  since 
1979,  has  been  named  Dean  of  the 
Seminary,  effective  December  1, 1982. 

He  succeeds  the  late  Jameson  Jones 
who  died  J uly  18  after  serving  as  dean  for 
less  than  18  months. 

The  announcement  of  Dr.  Campbell’s 
appointment  was  made  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  November  8.  For  five  years 
before  going  to  Duke,  Dr.  Campbell 
was  on  the  faculty  and  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Religion  at  Con¬ 
verse  College,  Spartanburg,  South 
Carolina.  A  member  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  he  served  as 
associate  pastor  of  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Durham.  He  spent  his 
childhood  in  the  Chicago  area. 

Dr.  Campbell  earned  his  Ph.D.  and 
undergraduate  degrees  from  Duke  and 
his  M.Div.  from  Yale.  He  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  have  two  children. 


Youth  Extend  a  Helping  Hand 


1982* 

1983** 

1984*** 

$  3,600 

$  3,820 

$  3,900 

2,300 

2,740 

3,100 

15,810 

16,000 

16,270 

81,000 

83,000 

90,000 

9,000 

10,530 

9,680 

3,325 

4,160 

4,500 

1,500 

3,110 

2,400 

700 

960 

2,550 

1,315 

1,270 

1,500 

2,000 

2,060 

2,500 

6,250 

7,350 

7,550 

$126,800 

$135,000 

$144,000 

1983  Louisiana 
Conference  Budget 

Editor’s  Note:  This  is  a  second  part  of  the  article  on  the  budget  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

*  *  • 

III.  World  Service  and  Conference  Benevolences  $600,000 

A.  World  Service:  $455,000.  This  is  the  basic  benevolence  fund  of  the  world-wide 
United  Methodist  Church  distributed  to  various  program  agencies  by  a  precise 
formula  to  support  their  missional  responsibilities.  The  1983  apportionment  for  all  of 
the  Annual  Conferences  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  will  come  to  a  total  of 
$31,196,620.  The  world-wide  mission  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the  program 
agencies  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  are  funded  through  the  World  Service  Fund. 
These  agencies  serve  both  as  a  resource  to  local  churches  and  as  an  extension  of  local 
churches  in  action  on  a  national  and  world  level. 

B.  Conference  Benevolences:  $144,000.  The  mission  and  program  of  the  11  agencies 
under  the  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  is  funded  under  the  conference 
benevolences  fund.  Money  being  raised  for  this  fund  in  1983  goes  to  fund  the  1984 
program  budget.  The  program  budget  for  a  three  year  period  is  listed  as  follows : 


Church  and  Society . 

Diaconal  Ministry . 

Discipleship . 

Global  Ministries . 

Laity . 

Ordained  Ministry . 

Archives  &  History . 

Christian  Unity  and 

Interreligious  Aff . 

Religion  &  Race . 

COSROW . 

Conference  Youth  Team . 

TOTALS . 

*  Raised  in  1981 

*  *  To  be  raised  in  1982 

*  *  *  To  be  raised  in  1983 

You  will  notice  in  each  of  the  annual  budgets  that  over  60%  goes  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  major  two  items  in  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  are  for  Church  Extension  Aid  to  new  churches  and  Missional  Aid  to  worthy 
projects  in  Louisiana  requested  by  the  nine  districts  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

IV.  Other  Apportioned  Benevolences:  $1,287,000 

A.  Ministerial  Education  Fund:  $230,000.  This  fund  is  designed  to  increase  support 
for  ministerial  education  and  distribute  it  more  evenly.  The  money  funds  theological 
seminaries  and  continuing  education  programs,  with  75%  being  administered  by  the 
general  church  and  25%  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

B.  Black  College  Fund:  $101,500.  This  fund  supplements  operational  and  capital 
needs  of  11  black  colleges  and  1  medical  school.  A  minimum  of  75%  of  the  money  given 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference  goes  to  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans. 

C.  Missional  Priority  Fund:  $72,500.  This  fund  finances  programs  related  to 
quadrennial  missional  priorities  set  by  the  general  conference.  For  the  1980-84 
quadrennium,  the  general  conference  has  established  one  missional  priority  —  The 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church.  Thirty  percent  of  this  money  is  retained  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  is  administered  directly  by  the  conference  committee.  The 
conference  receives  additional  funds  each  year  from  the  general  church  to  fund 
Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  projects  within  Louisiana. 

D.  Centenary  College:  $400,000.  Each  year  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  elects 
new  trustees  for  Centenary  College  making  it  directly  a  church  related  college. 
Throughout  its  history,  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  endeavored  to  provide  the 
setting  for  the  uniting  of  “knowledge  and  Bible  piety”  to  use  John  Wesley's  term. 
Louisiana  Methodists  take  pride  in  their  financial  support  and  historic  relationship  to 
Centenary  College. 

E.  Wesley  Foundations  Fund:  $380,000.  Ten  colleges  and  universities  in  Louisiana 
have  specialized  campus  ministries  underwritten  by  the  churches  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  The  campus  ministries  provide  worship,  teaching,  counselling  and 
fellowship  to  those  in  the  college  and  university  community. 

F.  Educational  Priorities  Fund:  $83,000.  This  fund  goes  to  support  four  special 
educational  institutions  as  follows:  45.44%  to  Southern  Methodist  University,  32  47% 
to  Dillard  University,  22.08%  to  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  and  $1,000  prior  claim  each 
year  to  St.  Paul's  School  of  Theology. 

G.  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference:  $20,000.  This  organization  makes  possible 
the  working  together  of  most  of  the  major  Christian  communions  within  the  state  of 
Louisiana.  This  fund  supports  those  church  activities  ecumenical  in  nature  within  the 
state  of  Louisiana.  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  represented  in  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  by  40  lay  and  clerical  representatives. 


The  youth  at  Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  were  busy  ~ 

^™",lI!av)!owri  fihis.yef r  doin§  things  for  others,  on  Sunday  morning,  October  3i,  Guidelines  Given  on  the  Louisiana  Conference  Decimal 

the  youth  church  school  classes,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Cathy  Smith,  made 
large  paper  bag  masks  for  their  nursery  and  kindergarten  children.  Then  during  the 
early  afternoon,  the  youth  collected  for  UNICEF,  and  following  this  they  gave  a 
Halloween  party  for  the  children  of  the  church  and  children  from  the  Methodist  Home 
Hospital. 

Approximately  50  children  enjoyed  a  spook  house,  ghost  stories,  fortune  telling,  a 
Halloween  pumpkin  craft,  apple  bobbing,  a  Charlie  Brown  movie,  and  refreshments. 

A  terrific  Halloween  was  enjoyed  by  all ! 

Ministers  at  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  are  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier  and  the  Reverend 
Stephen  Fleming.  Director  of  Christian  Education  is  Ms.  Betsy  Wilhite. 
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All  items  in  the  Conference  budget  are 
apportioned  each  year  to  local  churches 
as  determined  by  the  Conference 
Decimal  which  is  determined  by  the 
conference  rules  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  The  rules  state, 
Conference  apportionments  shall 

annually  apportioned  to  each  1 _ 

church  through  the  application  of  to  be 
derived  from  the  following  factors  taken 
from  the  last  published  journal  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

A.  One-half  on  the  basis  of 
membership. 


‘All 

be 

local 


B.  One-half  on  the  basis  of  these  six 
items.  Paid  other  current  expenses, 
etc.;  Church  School:  lesson  materials, 
supplies,  administration,  etc.;  Pastor’s 
salary  paid;  Associate’s  salary  paid; 
Travel  allowance  total  paid;  Utilities 
paid.” 

If  you  will  study  the  decimal  you  will 
notice  that  it  encourages  churches  to  pay 
their  full  share.  The  formula  does  notask 
more  of  churches  which  pay  their  full 
share  of  the  apportionments  or  that  pay 
extra  amounts  beyond  their  fair  share. 


Caroling  Program  at  Shreveport 

The  Veterans  Administration  Medical  interested  in  participating  in  the  caroling 
Center,  Shreveport,  is  now  scheduling  program  should  call  the  Chaplain’s 
choirs  to  carol  each  evening,  December  Office  at  318-221-8411. 

20-23,  1982.  Choirs  and  youth  groups 


A  Time  For  Thanksgiving 


PAGE  2 


V  SSWV.'.VAV.VO 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

■*  >■■■•■■■■■■  An  Editorial  reflection  and 


What  reading  materials  shape  our  lives? 


An  underpublicized  but  important 
bicentennial  for  Christians  is  being 
observed  during  National  Bible  Week, 
Nov.  21-28:  the  200th  anniversary  of  Bible 
publishing  in  America.  On  September  12, 
1782,  the  Continental  Congress 
authorized  publication  of  the  King  James 
Version  of  the  Bible  in  the  United  States 
by  a  Philadelphia  printer. 

The  Bible’s  importance  and  authority 
for  us  as  Christians  is  based  on  more 
than  the  fact  that  it  is  a  “Good  Book" 
with  a  long  publishing  heritage.  No  book 
has  changed  more  lives  than  the  Bible,  or 
led  more  people  into  a  living  relationship 
with  God.  It  also  has  inspired  much  of  the 
world’s  other  great  literature  —  religious 
and  secular.  Christians  of  every  age  have 
endeavored  to  interpret  its  message  for 
their  time,  and  even  non-believers  have 
found  its  themes  too  powerful  to  ignore. 

From  the  “Confessions”  of  St. 
Augustine,  to  Thomas  a’  Kempis’ 
"Imitation  of  Christ,”  to  modern  classics 


such  as  John  Baillie’s  “A  Diary  of 
Private  Prayer,’’  and  Leslie 
Weatherhead’s  “The  Will  of  God,” 
Christians  have  been  inspired  by  the 
Bible  and  have  built  on  its  foundation  a 
strong  and  influential  religious 
publishing  tradition. 

So  it  is  probably  not  just  coincidental 
that  a  Methodist  "publishing  concern"  in 
America  was  authorized  by  the 
Christmas  Conference  just  two  years 
after  the  first  publication  of  the  Bible.  Its 
purpose  was  the  printing  and  distribution 
of  Christian  literature  —  much  of  it 
exposition  or  commentary  upon  the 
Scriptures.  That  tradition  has  continued 
and,  from  all  indications,  is  stronger 
today  than  ever  before  —  with  the  Bible 
continuing  to  occupy  its  place  as  “all 
time  best  seller.’’ 

Against  this  historical  backdrop,  a 
reader  in  Estancia,  New  Mexico,  the 
Rev.  Terry  Anderson,  has  stimulated  us 
to  wonder  what  reading  materials 


Here  I  Stand 

More  lay  leadership  will  he  needed 
if  the  church  is  to  ever  grow  again 
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What  do  YOU  read? 

(Please  read  the  foregoing  statement  before  responding  to  the  following  questions. ) 
(1)  What  single  book  that  you’ve  ever  read,  other  than  the  Bible,  has  had  the  most 
lasting  impact  upon  your  understanding  and/or  practice  of  the  Christian  faith,  and 
why? _ _ _ 


(2)  What  recent  (within  the  last  year  or  so)  book  has  contributed  most  helpfully  to 
your  growth  as  a  Christian,  and  why?  _ _ _ ___ 


(3)  What  current  periodical  —  quarterly,  monthly,  or  weekly  —  contributes  most 
regularly  and  helpfully  to  your  understanding  and/or  exercise  of  the  Christian  faith, 
and  why?  _ _ _ _ _ 


Are  you  a :  Minister 
Age  group:  17  &  under 


Laywoman 
18-35  36-50 


Layman 

51-64  65  &  over 


(circle  one) 
(circle  one) 


In  order  to  participate  in  the  results  of  this  survey,  please  fill  out,  clip  and  mail  your 
response  before  midnight,  Friday,  December  3  to:  “Helpful  Reading,"  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas  75222. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Christians  today  are  finding  most  helpful 
in  addition  to  the  Bible.  Mr.  Anderson 
wrote  to  tell  us  about  how  frequently  the 
Reporter  was  listed  in  an  informal  poll  he 
had  conducted  among  several  colleagues 
regarding  the  books  and  periodicals  they 
have  found  most  valuable  in  the  shaping 
and  nurturing  of  their  lives  as  Christian 
disciples.  He  said  he  would  be  interested 
in  knowing  what  other  ministers  and 
laypersons  are  reading,  and  suggested 
that  it  could  be  helpful  for  the  Reporter  to 
conduct  a  similar  survey  among  its 
readers  and  then  share  the  results. 

The  more  we  have  considered  this 
suggestion,  the  more  merit  we  have  seen 
in  it  —  not  merely  as  a  means  to  satisfy 
idle  curiosity,  but  to  enable  Christians  to 
share  good  reading  ideas  with  one 
another. 

As  one  way  of  commemorating  the 
great  tradition  of  religious  publishing, 
and  contributing  to  its  continuance,  we 
invite  you  to  respond  to  the  following 
questions.  Responses  will  be  tabulated 
and  reported  in  a  future  issue. 


By  MARILYN  L.  DUCHARME 

As  a  born-Methodist,  I  have  long  tried 
to  analyze  how  to  help  my  church  grow  in 
the  Lord.  For  a  church  which  began  with 
“hearts  being  strangely  warmed,  ”  which 
grew  with  the  fervor  of  Methodist  class 
meetings  and  burst  into  flames  from  the 
fiery  preaching  in  revival  tents,  we  are 
left  today  with  dying  embers  which 
desperately  need  to  be  fanned  into  flame 
for  the  Lord. 

If  you  will  observe  the  fast-growing 
new  churches  in  your  community,  you 
will  find  that  their  fire  for  the  Lord  is  lit 
with  a  similar  match.  The  full-to-over- 
flowing  church  schools  are  fundamental 
in  their  emphasis  and  they  use  literature 
geared  to  "now”  religion  which  is 
personalized  for  the  students.  A  new 
person  to  religion  is  hungry  for  immedi¬ 
ate  answers  and  emotional  type  religion. 

More  than  history  needed 

Jesus  gave  people  down-to-earth 
stories  of  how  to  live  each  day.  A 
beginner  is  not  fired  up  with  enthusiasm 
for  the  Lord  by  learning  the  history  of 
religion.  That  should  be  secondary  but 
not  the  main  emphasis  for  new  disciples. 
Today  people  hunger  for  religion  but  it 
must  meet  their  needs.  New  fundamental 
churches  are  always  the  ones  that  grow. 
Are  our  church’s  members  mature 
enough  to  allow  the  Sunday  school  and 
prayer  groups  to  meet  those  needs  of 
fledgling  Christians?  If  they  are,  their 
church  will  come  alive.  They  may  even 
praise  God. 

I  was  appalled  at  the  fact  that 
confirmation  classes  are  not  even  being 
held  in  many  churches.  I  was  in  a  couple 
of  churches  that  thought  they  didn’t  need 
a  Sunday  School  because  all  the  members 
were  elderly.  Those  two  churches  are 
non-existent  today,  of  course. 


Jesus  said  in  Matt.  16:25  "Whoever 
saves  his  life  shall  lose  it;  and  whoever 
loses  his  life  on  my  account  shall  find 
new  life.”  I  have  long  been  shocked  by 
churches  being  closed.  There  are  so 
many  capable  laypersons  who  are 
anxious  to  speak  for  the  Lord  but  who  are 
continuously  relegated  to  second  class 
citizenship  with  the  Lord  by  some 
members  of  the  clergy.  A  lay  person  is 
never  considered  an  expert  in  religion 
yet  I  know  many  lay  people  who  have 
grown  more  in  their  theology  than  many 
pastors.  Lay  people  today  are  educated 
to  a  high  degree  including  the  field  of 
theology.  Yet  many  of  our  church’s 
conference  and  national  leaders  remain 
in  the  “circuit  age"  with  regard  to  their 
opinion  of  lay  intelligence. 

Our  District  Superintendent  is 
recruiting  members  of  the  laity  from  the 
lay  speaker  program  to  develop  new 
churches.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
will  come  alive  again  when  lay  people 
are  allowed  to  witness  for  the  Lord. 
There  were  12  lay  speakers  in  the  Athol 
church  who  helped  their  pastor  revive  a 
dying  church  in  a  nearby  city.  This 
church  is  alive  and  well  today.  Two 
professional  men  in  Orange  ably 
preached  for  six  months  each  to  rescue 
their  church  from  taxing  conference 
apportionments.  These  men  still  have 
talent  today  but  they  are  not  being  used 
by  the  church  to  witness  for  the  Lord. 
Consequently  they  have  ceased  to  be 
very  active  in  the  church. 

Lay  people  share  fault 

Lay  people  are  at  fault,  too,  because 
they  must  make  opportunities  for 
witness  in  an  evening  service,  classroom 
or  at  an  institution  where  there  is  nothing 
being  done.  I  mistakenly  always  waited 
for  opportunities  to  witness  to  come  to 


‘Exaggerated  self-righteousness’  is  not  ‘the  only  way’ 


To  the  Editor 

This  is  in  response  to  the  “My  Witness” 
column  by  Alden  Risser  headlined  “Why 
only  one  way?”  (UMR,  Nov.  5). 

I  find  it  quite  interesting  that  the  faith 
statement  which  begins  “One  Way- 
Jesus”  often  ends  “One  Way-My  Way.” 
In  between,  usually  resides  a  long  string 
of  Bible  quotations  and  lofty  religious 
rhetoric  (change  all  the  “I  wants”  to 
"God  wants”)  outlining  the  speaker's 
own  particular  prejudices. 

I  agree  whole-heartedly  with  Alden 
Risser’s  basic  premise.  Because  God 
loves  us  so  much  as  to  become  one  of  us, 
even  unto  death  on  a  cross,  our 
brokenness  is  made  whole.  Further, 
because  Jesus  experienced  resurrection 
and  was  reunited  with  God,  so  too  shall 
we  be.  That’s  about  where  my  agreement 
with  Mr.  Risser  stops,  however. 

The  path  of  Christian  living  is  indeed 
narrow,  treacherous  and  extremely 
difficult  at  times.  Perhaps  one  of  the 
greatest  pitfalls  we  can  encounter  is  the 
kind  of  exaggerated  self-righteousness 
that  convinces  us  we  have  all  the 
answers.  In  effect,  we  know  the  very 
center  of  God’s  heart.  It  also  can  divide 
us  into  armed  camps  of  “those  of  us  who 
accept  the  Bible  as  God’s  inspired  word 
of  truth”  against  “those  who  lack  this 
faith”  (to  quote  Mr.  Risser).  The  trouble 
with  armed  camps  is  the  only  thing  they 
exchange  is  gunfire. 

Our  path  to  redemption  is  through  the 
love  of  God  as  manifested  in  Jesus 
Christ.  This  was  the  Good  News  told  to 
the  shepherds  and  the  Wise  Men  all  those 
centuries  ago.  The  shepherds  were  told 
to  look  for  a  poor  infant  bom  in  a  cave. 
The  wise  men  were  told  to  look  for  a 


King.  They  both  found  what  they  sought. 

Brenda  West 

Holden,  Missouri 

Welfare  and  population 
control  taken  seriously 

To  the  Editor: 

Letters  in  your  Oct.  29  edition  show  a 
predictably  outraged  response  to  M.  G. 
Smathers’  “improved  welfare  plan.”  In 
light  of  Jesus’  compassion,  it  certainly 
may  be  difficult  to  defend  some  of  Mr. 
Smathers’  ideas.  Nevertheless,  he 
deserves  respect  for  facing  directly  a 
problem  from  which  we  Christians  have 
too  long  hidden. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  God  so  designed 
humans  that  we  may  produce  offspring 
so  easily.  It  would  not  be  a  perfect  world, 
but  surely  a  vastly  improved  one,  had  He 
restricted  the  ability  to  conceive  life  to 
those  equally  able  and  willing  to  accept 
the  responsibility  for  feeding,  clothing 
and  training  to  adulthood  the  children 
they  produce. 

It  would  seem  that  adults  who  do  not 
have  the  ability  to  support  even 
themselves  —  whether  they  live  huddled 
in  a  refugee  camp  in  Asia,  on  a  barely 
arable  plot  in  Africa,  or  in  a  ghetto  in 
America  —  would  have  the  basic  decency 
not  to  inflict  their  own  suffering  and 
burden  unto  another  generation. 
Responsible  couples  postpone  or  cancel 
plans  for  having  children  until  they  can 
be  properly  supported,  but  many 


children  today  come  from  parents  who 
have  no  realistic  plans  to  support  them. 
Thus  the  rest  of  society  pays  the  price, 
both  now  and  into  the  future. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  time  for  responsible 
people  to  do  more  than  serve  as 
examples  for  “family  planning.” 
Perhaps  it  is  time  to  enforce  some  kind  of 
population  control  on  those  who  do  not 
voluntarily  assume  the  responsibility 
for  themselves. 

Yes,  let’s  condemn  Smathers’  "hard- 
nosed  and  heartless  proposals.”  But,  if 
we  who  are  the  salt  of  the  earth  let  the 
decisions  about  population  growth  fall  by 
default  into  the  hands  of  those  least 
willing  to  handle  them,  we  are  doing  a 
disservice  to  all  children.  By  piously 
postponing  "hard-nosed”  decisions  now, 
we  may  be  forcing  far  more  brutal 
decisions  onto  future  generations. 

DanierF.  Schroeder 
Lackawanna,  New  York 
The  church  can  afford 
to  care  for  the  poor 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  the  "Letters  to  the  Editor” 
column  in  your  Oct.  29  issue,  and  would 
like  to  take  issue  with  Ronald  G.  Whitney 
and  Gwen  Ketchum  and  any  other  addle- 
pated  readers  who  think  as  they  do. 

In  the  first  place,  if  you  take  all  the 
money  budgeted  for  welfare  by  the 
government  and  divide  it  by  the  number 
of  people  on  welfare  it  comes  out  to 
$30,000  or  more  per  person!  Obviously 


they  are  not  getting  anywhere  near  that 
amount.  Therefore  approximately 
$20,000  is  going  for  overhead  i.e.  to 
support  the  bureaucrats!  So  the  bleeding 
heart  liberals  who  are  always  talking 
about  helping  the  poor  are  really  trying 
to  feather  their  own  nests. 

Second,  these  two  writers  try  to 
impress  us  with  their  Christianity  by 
telling  us  how  the  Bible  and  Jesus  tell  us 
we  should  be  in  the  welfare  business. 
What  they  have  succeeded  in  doing  is  to 
expose  their  biblical  ignorance.  It  is  true 
that  the  Bible  tells  us  to  help  the  poor,  but 
it  is  the  church  that  is  to  do  it  and  not  the 
government.  Their  response  to  this  will 
be,  I’m  sure,  that  the  church  can’t  afford 
it.  Well  the  church  could  afford  it  if  all 
Christians  would  tithe  their  incomes  like 
the  Bible  says  instead  of  putting  a  dollar 
in  the  plate  each  Sunday. 

What  can  you  expect,  however,  when  a 
large  percentage  of  your  pastors  and 
seminary  teachers  do  not  believe  in  the 
Virgin  birth  and  hold  other  equally  non- 
scriptural  ideas.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  declare  a  one 
year  moratorium  on  social  programs  and 
devote  the  time,  money  and  energy  to 
Bible  studies  for  their  congregations  and 
pastors  led  by  some  good  fundamental 
Bible  teachers!  We  complain  about 
schools  needing  to  get  back  to  basics,  but 
our  churches  need  it  even  more  so. 

Harry  S.  Beck 

Carlsbad,  California 
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On  the  UMR  Beat 

Church  is  enriched,  not  deprived, 
when  inclusiveness  is  practiced 


I  winced  as  the  speaker  referred  to 
people  in  exclusively  masculine  terms 
for  the  third  time  in  a  five-minute  period, 
and  thought  to  myself :  “I  never  thought 
my  Christian  pilgrimage  would  lead  me 
to  this  point.” 

I’ve  been  an  active,  though  usually 
dispassionate,  supporter  of  women’s 
rights  and  equality  of  the  sexes  for  most 
of  my  adult  life.  However,  I've  seen 
“sexism"  as  a  reality  and  a  cause 
primarily  for  others  to  confront.  The 
Scriptures  teach  us  to  bear  one  another’s 
burdens  though,  so  I  have  sought  to  do 
that.  As  a  result,  my  support  has  been 
primarily  at  the  point  of  trying  to  under¬ 
stand  and  identify  with  their  struggle. 

•  *  • 

As  the  speaker  continued,  including  the 
suggestion  that  any  emphasis  on 
inclusive  language  or  inclusiveness  in 
representation  on  church  boards  is 
“silly,"  I  felt  profound  embarrassment 
for  everyone  concerned.  I  also  felt  a 
combination  of  anger  and  sadness 
regarding  the  speaker’s  insensitivity. 
And  I  realized  that  somewhere  along  the 
way,  I  had  turned  a  corner.  Their  cause 
had  also  become  my  cause. 

•  •  • 

I've  always  been  turned  off  by  persons 
who  have  sought  to  deny  the  basic 
differences  between  women  and  men  and 
who  would  go  so  far  as  to  suggest  striking 
“Our  Father”  from  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 
Likewise  those  who  seemed  to  have 
developed  a  hatred  for  men,  or  to  make 
of  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  an 
ideological  struggle  for  supremacy. 
Those  attitudes  and  approaches  still  turn 
me  off.  I  could  very  happily  spend  the 
rest  of  my  life  without  further  exposure 
to  the  jargon  of  the  feminist  movement  — 
including  the  word  "sexism"  and  the 
notion  of  “quota  representation.” 

I’ve  been  equally  turned  off  by  those 


who  have  reacted  to  the  women’s 
movement  as  though  it  was  either  a 
communist  plot,  or  a  personification  of 
the  antichrist.  During  the  long  struggle 
over  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment,  I 
never  ceased  to  be  amazed  at  the  utterly 
irrational  fears  many  otherwise 
intelligent  men  and  women  expressed 
regarding  its  adoption  and  their 
consequent  willingness  to  distort  the 
truth  to  insure  that  measure’s  failure. 
Those  attitudes  and  approaches  still  turn 
me  off. 

*  •  • 

The  changes  in  my  attitude  have  been 
more  experiential  than  intellectual.  Over 
the  past  several  years  I  have  been  in 
mixed  groups  where  women  are 
acknowledged  as  equals  and  given  the 
opportunity  to  exercise  leadership.  I’ve 
worked  side-by-side  on  a  daily  basis  at 
the  Reporter  with  women  colleagues  and 
seen  them  develop  professionally  in  ways 
at  least  equal  to  their  male  counterparts. 
And  I’ve  witnessed  a  number  of 
previously  all-male  groups  —  from  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  to  the  Reporter’s 
governing  board,  to  the  ushers  in  my 
local  church  —  adjust  to  the  inclusion  of 
one  or  more' women.  Once  the  initial 
awkwardness  is  surmounted,  it  becomes 
obvious  that  inclusiveness  results  in  new 
perspectives  being  offered  that  might 
otherwise  have  occurred  to  no  one.  In  no 
case  that  I’ve  observed  have  the  males 
been  run  off  or  unfairly  intimidated;  in 
every  case  an  inclusive  makeup  has 
enhanced  rather  than  detracted  from  the 
work  of  the  group. 

I  was  privileged  recently  to  be  involved 
in  a  brief  workshop  conducted  by  leaders 
of  United  Methodism's  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women.  That  agency’s  head,  Carolyn 
Henninger  Oehler,  offered  an 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 
illuminating  description  of  the  stages 
both  women  and  men  tend  to  go  through 
in  dealing  with  the  questions  of  sexual 
identity  and  inclusiveness  in  church  life 
and  leadership.  One  stage  for  women  is 
that  of  feeling  anger-bordering-on-rage 
when  confronted  with  traditional 
patterns  of  male  domination.  One  stage 
for  men  is  that  of  denial  that  there  is  any 
problem  to  be  addressed.  “When 
feminine  rage  meets  masculine  denial, 
you  have  a  potentially  explosive  situation 
on  your  hands,”  Ms.  Oehler  said. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  best  way  — 
for  male  Christians  at  least  —  to  deal 
with  feminine  rage  is  to  increase  our 
sensitivity  to  the  need  of  our  sisters  in 
Christ  to  be  affirmed  and  treated  as 
equal  partners  in  the  church’s  work  and 
witness,  and  to  move  beyond  the  state  of 
denying  the  existence  of  a  problem.  If  we 
read  the  Scriptures  carefully,  we  will 
note  that  women  played  key  roles  in 
relation  to  our  Lord’s  ministry  on  earth, 
and  in  the  development  of  the  New 
Testament  church.  It  was  in  the 
centuries  which  followed  that  cultural 
norms  of  male  domination  came  to 
prevail  over  the  “all  persons  are  equal  under 
God”  attitude  and  teaching  of  Jesus. 

The  church  today  has  an  opportunity  to 
reverse  centuries  of  injustice  and 
unfaithful  applications  of  its  own  norms. 
In  so  doing,  our  first  concern  shall  not  be 
related  to  language,  quotas,  ideology,  or 
even  power.  Rather  we  should  be 
concerned  first  of  all  to  be  faithful  in  our 
understanding  of  what  it  means  to  be  the 
people  of  God.  Our  understanding  of 
God’s  intention  for  the  family  of  faith,  as 
well  as  the  whole  human  family,  is 
deprived  when  it  includes  the 
perspectives  of  only  men  or  only  women, 
and  immeasurably  enriched  when  it 
includes  the  perspectives  of  both. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM,  III 


UMC  neglects  norm 
of  Scriptural  authority 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  including  the  “Here  I 
Stand”  column  in  the  Reporter.  I  find 
them  interesting  and  stimulating. 

David  McCreary’s  article  headlined 
“Pragmatism  within  our  tradition  is 
defended;  we  need  more  of  it”  in  the 
Nov.  5  issue  is  a  good  example.  Yet  I  felt 
a  lack  in  this  article. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  McCreary  that  our 
missional  priorities  define  the  shape  of 
the  church  in  each  culture.  But  one  gets 
the  impression  upon  reading  his 
advocacy  of  a  “missional  consensus” 
that,  based  on  the  portion  of  grace  we  all 
receive,  we  are  able  to  define  for 
ourselves  just  what  those  priorities  will 
be.  I  noticed  a  lack  of  any  reference  to 
the  fact  that  God  has  defined  our 
missional  priorities  for  us  —  in  the 
Scriptures. 

Mr.  McCreary  mentions  the  United 
Methodist  “crisis”  we  are  having:  our 
declining  membership,  lack  of 
consensus,  etc.  Perhaps  the  lack  of 
respect  for  scriptural  authority,  the 
mere  lip-service  we  pay  the  normative 
nature  of  the  Bible  in  our  theology  and 
mission,  is  a  cause  of  “crisis”  that  he 
does  not  mention. 

Alan  Padgett 

San  Jacinto,  California 

UMR  coverage  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  taking  the  Reporter  for 
some  time  and  I  commend  you  for  your 
comprehensive  reporting.  As  an 
evangelical  Christian,  I  appreciate  the 
fact  that  you  print  all  the  news  and  give  a 
fair  proportion  of  space  to  issues  that 
represent  and  affect  “evangelicals”  as 
well  as  “liberals.” 

I  encourage  my  evangelical  friends  in 
the  Virginia  Conference  and  elsewhere  to 
subscribe  to  the  Reporter.  I  hope  you  can 
always  maintain  an  independent  policy 
in  order  to  present  all  the  news  fairly. 

Calvin  B.  Johnson 
Lexington,  Virginia 


Marilyn  I 

me.  Usually  they  don’t.  Many  pastors 
refuse  to  allow  laypersons  to  assist  them 
on  the  platform.  This  is  totally  wrong  and 
harmful  to  the  church.  The  congregation 
can  identify  with  these  lay  people  even  if 
they  themselves  are  not  on  the  platform. 

How  excited  would  pastors  be  for  the 
Lord  if  they  were  not  allowed  to  witness? 
They  would  most  likely  be  luke  warm 
Christians  or  drop  out  of  the  church 
entirely.  Community  leaders  are  often 
not  in  the  churches  because  they  are  not 
allowed  to  use  their  talents  there.  Happiness 
is  using  your  talents  for  God!  As  long  as 
conferences  are  afraid  to  give  power  to 
the  laity,  the  church  will  not  grow. 

Billy  Graham  has  shown  way 

Our  conferences  should  surely  be 
making  religion  exciting  for  whole  areas 
of  the  country  via  TV,  media  and  large 
special  events.  Billy  Graham  has  shown 
us  the  way  to  attract  new  people  to 
Christ.  Now  conferences  should  be 
working  on  developing  similarly  exciting 
avenues  of  evangelism  in  councils  of 
ministry  instead  of  getting  bogged  down 
with  vested  interests  of  various  types. 
We  should  ask  what  is  the  bottom  line?  It 
should  be  winning  and  keeping  followers 
of  Christ.  Have  we  lost  sight  of  that  goal? 

My  last  suggestion  is  a  general  one.  A 
pastor  who  is  an  enabler  will  reap  more 
than  one  who  seeks  to  take  all  the  power 
and  credit.  I  work  for  a  membership 
organization  where  the  executive  officer 
encourages  the  members  to  use  the 
ultimate  of  their  talent  and  she 
supplements  anything  that  is  needed 
further.  Our  members  get  most 
enthusiastic  when  they  are  given 
responsibility,  credit  and  praise.  These 
are  not  the  attributes  of  humility 
conveyed  in  the  Bible  but  lay  people  are 
human  as  are  pastors.  If  the 
connectional  leaders  of  our  church  take 
any  one  of  these  suggestions  seriously, 
the  church  will  have  to  grow.  If  it  takes 
all  of  them  seriously,  United  Methodism 
will  again  catch  on  fire  for  the  Lord. 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  thorugh 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  Marilyn  Ducharme,  is  a 
member  of  Leominster  UMC  in 
Leominster,  Massachusetts  (Southern 
New  England  Conference). 

My  Witness 

Prayer,  physical 
fitness  and 
thankfulness 

“Didn’t  I  spot  you  in  the  mall 
yesterday,  Wilma?”  I  asked  as  I  wiggled 
out  of  my  tank  suit  at  the  Y’s  early 
morning  lap  swim. 

“Not  me.  I  was  processing  tomatoes  all 
day,”  answered  Wilma  as  she  stepped 
under  the  steaming  shower.  “I  bet  none 
of  us  dawn  dunkers  would  recognize  each 
other  with  our  clothes  on,”  she  quipped. 

As  I  began  wrapping  soggy  hair  into 
rollers,  I  complained,  “You  know,  I 
wouldn’t  mind  swimming  my  quarter 
mile  at  this  outrageous  hour  if  I  didn’t 
have  to  count  the  dreary  16  lengths  of  the 
pool.  It’s  so  boring.” 

“Oh,  that  used  to  bore  me  too,  until  I 
started  my  prayer  system,  added  Wilma, 
soaping  herself.  “I  swim  two  lengths  for 
each  of  our  five  children  and  two  laps  for 
my  husband;  that  makes  12  laps.  Next  I 
swim  two  laps  for  my  country.  I  was  a 
political  science  major,  you  know.  That 
makes  fourteen.  I  wind  up  the  last  two 
lengths  by  asking  remission  of  my  sins 
and  thanking  God  for  all  my  many 
blessings.” 

Then,  as  Wilma  continued  to  the  pool, 
she  called  cheerfully,  "I’ll  see  you  in  the 
morning,”  and  she  kicked  off  her  heavy 
leg  braces. 

( 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Esther 
Jamieson  Prothro,  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Okemos, 
Michigan. 
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Bishops  decry  economic  recession 

Leaders9 pastoral  letter  asserts  i church  is  called  upon  to  act9 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

BIRMINGHAM  —  United  Methodists 
are  being  called  by  their  bishops  to 
respond  to  the  victims  of  the  severe 
economic  recession  that  continues  in  the 
United  States  and  around  the  world. 

In  a  pastoral  letter  to  UM 
congregations,  the  Council  of  Bishops 
last  week  called  for  members  to  give 
careful  and  deliberate  study  to  the 
increasing  contrast  between  the 
affluence  of  many  Christians  and  the 
widespread  deprivation,  hunger, 
unemployment  and  human  despair. 

“Seek  ways  to  reverse  trends” 

The  congregations  should  “seek  ways 
to  reverse  these  trends,”  the  letter 
states. 

“It  is  not  enough  to  experience  deep 
distress  over  the  plight  of  the  hungry  and 
hopeless  victims  of  the  economic  crisis,” 
the  bishops  write.  “The  church  is  called 
upon  to  act;  to  manifest  its  love  toward 
Christ  by  its  efforts  to  relieve  the 
suffering  of  those  who  are  without  food 
and  shelter,  who  stagger  under  the 
burden  of  the  current  economic 
catastrophe  and  who  continue  to  be 
frustrated  in  their  search  for  jobs. 

“We  call  upon  our  churches  to  care  for 
the  needs  of  the  neighbor  in  this  critical 
time  with  a  sense  of  justice,  compassion, 
understanding  and  God’s  presence. 

“We  can  influence  public  policies 


which  bridge  the  gap  between  ethics  and 
economics  and  which  will  serve  the 
common  good.  We  can  be  reconciling 
forces  in  our  time.  We  can  become 
informed  and  engaged  in  action  as 
congregations.  Then  the  statement  of 
Jesus,  ‘Inasmuch  as  you  have  done  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  you  have 
done  it  unto  me,’  will  be  affirmed,”  the 
letter  concludes. 

This  is  the  second  pastoral  letter  issued 
this  year  by  the  United  Methodist 
bishops,  a  device  seldom  used  in  the  past. 
Last  spring,  the  bishops  asked  that  their 
pastoral  letter  endorsing  the  Hatfield- 
Kennedy  nuclear  arms  freeze  be  read  in 
all  churches. 

The  bishops  received  some  criticism 
from  various  quarters  for  endorsing 
a  specific  solution  for  such  a  broad  moral 
problem  as  the  massive  nuclear  arms 
buildup. 

Similar  concerns  erupted  on  the  floor 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops  here  last  week 
when  a  proposed  letter  and  16-page 
background  paper  were  presented  for 
consideration.  Although  a  committee  of 
six  bishops  plus  staff  representatives 
from  several  general  agencies  had 
worked  for  more  than  a  year  on  the 
material,  the  council  declined  to  send  the 
material  out  under  its  name.  Instead,  it 
sent  the  abbreviated  letter  quoted  above. 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  of  Texas, 
president  of  the  council,  was  the  most 
vocal  among  the  opposing  bishops. 


"This  paper  propounds  an  economic 
philosophy  which  I  don’t  agree  with,"  he 
said.  Referring  to  a  call  for  a  church¬ 
wide  study  of  capitalist,  free  market, 
socialist,  collectivist  and  Marxist 
economic  systems,  Bishop  Crutchfield 
said  he  was  uncomfortable  issuing  such  a 
call  unless  he  knew  who  would  develop 
the  study  because  “I  know  one  part  of  the 
church  that  is  ready  to  do  it.” 

Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons  of  Michigan, 
convenor  of  the  committee  which 
presented  the  material,  said,  “We  are 
not  offering  this  as  a  propaganda 
document  but  to  give  those  who  are 
suffering  some  word  of  hope  from  this 
council.” 

Many  bishops  said  they  had  not  had 
enough  time  to  study  the  document. 
Bishop  Roy  Clark  of  South  Carolina  said 
he  is  concerned  that  bishops  not  speak 
with  too  much  specificity  on  issues  that 
aren’t  in  “our  areas  of  sjifecialty,  which 
are  moral,  ethical  and  spiritual 
concerns.  We  must  be  careful  that  we  not 
wittingly  or  unwittingly  become  the 
agents  of  ideology.” 

The  council  decided  not  to  send 
anything,  then  decided  that  at  least  the 
abbreviated  letter  was  needed  now  for 
this  crucial  issue.  The  council  dismissed 
the  writing  committee,  then 
reconsidered  and  reconstituted  it.  The 
committee  was  instructed  to  poll  all 
bishops  and  incorporate  their 
contributions  into  a  rewritten  document 


to  be  presented  at  the  spring  meeting. 

All  that  debate  and  dissension  is  a  sign 
that  the  bishops  are  taking  their  letters 
and  resolutions  even  more  seriously  than 
in  the  past  and  want  a  “sense  of 
ownership”  in  whatever  comes  out  of  the 
council,  one  bishop  told  the  Reporter. 

New  rules  for  letters  set 

The  council  later  adopted  a  set  of  rules 
on  preparing  letters  and  resolutions. 

“We  believe  that  the  value  of 
resolutions  may  be  in  inverse  proportion 
to  their  number,"  states  the  new 
document  before  listing  procedures. 

The  document  also  outlines  a  detailed 
process  for  the  more  important  pastoral 
letter,?  that  ensures  that  many  persons 
will  take  part  in  the  drafting  and  that  all 
bishops  will  receive  a  proposal  before 
they  come  to  a  council  meeting. 

The  longer  and  more  deliberate 
process  should  help  the  pastoral  letters 
to  have  more  impact  when  they  are 
issued,  said  Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  of 
Minnesota,  a  member  of  the  committee. 

The  new  guidelines  do  not  affect  the 
writing  of  the  episcopal  address  to 
General  Conference  for  which  the  “Book 
of  Discipline”  details  procedures.  After 
several  ballots,  the  council  chose  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon  of  the  Raleigh  Area 
(North  Carolina)  to  deliver  the  address 
in  1984.  Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  of  the 
Iowa  Area  was  a  close  second  in  the 
balloting. 


This  homeless  man  aimlessly  walking  the  streets  without  a  job  through  another 
cold  day  is  one  of  the  thousands  of  persons  the  United  Methodist  bishops  expressed 
concern  for  in  their  pastoral  letter  last  week.  religious  news  service  piioto 


Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield 


Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn 


Military  base  nearby 


Bishop  W.T.  Handy,  Jr. 


Bishop  Wm.  R.  Cannon 


Draft  resister  case 
strains  congregation 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON  pastor,  the  Rev.  Doug  Bobbitt,  felt  a 


Staff  Writer 

VISTA,  Calif.  —  The  controversy  over 
one  of  four  young  men  who  have  been 
convicted  for  their  outspoken  refusal  to 
register  for  the  draft  has  directly  and 
somewhat  painfully  affected  a  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregation  here, 
according  to  the  pastor  and  members. 

Vista  UMC,  a  600-member 
congregation,  came  face  to  face  with  the 
issue  after  21-year-old  Benjamin 
Sasway,  who  was  reared  in  the  church, 
was  sentenced  last  month  to  30  months  in 
prison  for  failure  to  register  for  the  draft. 
Mr.  Sasway  spent  40  days  in  the 
Metropolitan  Correctional  Center  in  San 
Diego  and,  after  sentencing  in  October, 
was  freed  on  $10,000  bond  pending 
appeal.  He  is  now  doing  volunteer  work 
at  a  UM-related  urban  ministries  center. 

Mr.  Sasway’s  mother,  Delores,  and  his 
grandmother  are  active  members  of 
Vista  UMC,  where  Ben  attended  church 
school  into  his  teens.  He  told  the 
Reporter  he  has  no  specific  religious 
affiliation  at  present.  During  his  trial  and 
after  his  conviction,  the  congregation’s 
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growing  closeness  to  the  family  and 
sought  to  comfort  them.  Mr.  Bobbitt  also 
urged  his  congregation  to  support  “the 
member  family.” 

“The  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  call  on  pastors  to  counsel 
families  and  be  supportive  of  young 
people  who  conscientiously  decide  to 
participate  or  not  participate  in  draft 
registration,"  Mr.  Bobbitt  told  the 
Reporter.  “As  a  believer  in  our  church’s 
creed  I  had  to  support  Ben’s  decision.” 

That  show  of  support  caused  an 
upheaval  within  the  congregation,  Mr. 
Bobbitt  said.  The  church  is  five  short 
miles  from  Camp  Pendleton,  a  Marine 
base.  Many  persons  from  that  base 
attend  service  at  Vista,  other  members 
are  retired  from  military  careers  and 
still  others  are  veterans,”  said  Mr. 
Bobbitt,  who  is  in  his  third  year  at  Vista. 

Within  past  weeks,  many  Vista 
members  have  called  the  church’s  social 
principles  into  question,  Mr.  Bobbitt 
said.  “I  was  dismayed  to  learn  that  many 
of  our  members  were  unaware  that  our 
church  had  taken  such  a  specific  and 
powerful  stance  on  the  draft  issue,”  he 
said.  “It  has  left  a  few  members 
wondering  whether  they  are  in  the  right 
denomination. 

“It  saddens  me  to  alienate  any 
member.  I  love  this  church.  But  my  first 
response  to  Ben  and  to  his  family  was  as 
a  pastor,”  he  said.  “I  am  convinced  that 
he  has  thought  —  and  is  thinking  —  about 
his  position.” 

So  far,  Mr.  Bobbitt's  decision  has  cost 
the  congregation  both  members  and 
money.  Mr.  Bobbitt  said  about  14 
members  have  left  the  church  and 
another  50  —  while  retaining  their 
membership  —  no  longer  attend  worship 
service. 

“I  would  guess  that  the  financial 
withholdings  may  amount  to  more  than 
$30,000  this  year,”  he  said.  “Our  budget 
is  only  $132,000,  so  this  is  really  causing 
some  strain.” 

Nonetheless  some  members  are 
optimistic  that  the  congregation  will 
grow  as  individuals  are  forced  to  re-think 
what  it  means  to  be  a  United  Methodist, 
Mr.  Bobbitt  said. 

“There  are  enough  of  us  left  at  Vista 
who  believe  it’s  OK  to  disagree  and  still 
worship  and  work  together,”  one 
laywoman,  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified,  said. 

“Although  I  feel  that  Ben  broke  the  law 
and  must  face  the  consequences,  I 
support  his  right  to  follow  his  conscience. 

“We're  going  to  make  it  through  this,” 
she  added. 


Member  loss  gets  bishops’  attention 


Council  vows  three-part  emphasis 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BIRMINGHAM  -  United  Methodism’s 
14-year  membership  loss  gripped  the 
attention  of  the  denomination’s  bishops 
here  last  week  as  they  determined  to  do 
something  about  it. 

The  church’s  spiritual  and 
administrative  shepherds  unanimously 
pledged  their  “personal  and  corporate 
leadership  to  a  renewed  emphasis  on 
spiritual  formation,  evangelism  and 
church  growth.” 

What  noticeable  effect  that  will  have 
on  the  more  than  39,000  congregations  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  remains  to 
be  seen. 

But  several  bishops  talking  in  the 
hallways  said  they  doubt  the 
denomination  can  stop  its  decline  from 
becoming  mortal  unless  they  as  a  group 
deal  with  the  spiritual  deadness  and 
social  selfishness  that  seem  to  be  major 
causes  of  the  membership  drop  of  1.5 
million  down  to  9.5  million  members. 

The  very  fact  that  the  bishops  spent  a 
half-day  on  the  subject  of  spiritual 
formation  and  another  day  on 
evangelism  and  starting  new 
congregations  is  an  extremely  positive 
sign  to  United  Methodists  that  they  may 
get  some  stronger  leadership  in  these 
areas,  said  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  of 
the  Houston  Area  and  president  of  the 
council. 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  of  Missouri 
admonished  his  colleagues  in  an  address 
that  the  church  must  give  the  “basics” 
priority  attention  or  there  won’t  be  a 
church  strong  enough  to  be  effective  in 
other  ministries. 

“Nothing  is  more  relevant  for  the 
church  than  the  loss  of  people,”  Bishop 
Handy  said. 

The  bishops  went  back  to  their 
episcopal  areas  with  a  saddlebag  full  of 
suggestions  for  bringing  persons  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  UMC. 


Congregations  should  be  encouraged  to 
look  around  their  communities  for  geo¬ 
graphic  areas  or  types  of  people  to  whom 
there  is  no  ministry,  several  bishops  said 
in  address. 

Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr. 
described  14  congregations  begun  in  the 
Denver  Area  during  the  last  four  years. 
Not  one  was  started  because  annual 
conference  leaders  picked  a  spot,  he 
said.  Rather,  the  initiative  came  from 
local  clergy  and  lay  leaders  who  “were 
sensitive  to  people  in  need  of 
proclamation”  and  who  then  sought  help 
from  their  annual  conference. 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  of 
Virginia  lamented  that  even  though  the 
U.S.  population  has  continued  to  grow, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
virtually  stopped  creating  new  congre¬ 
gations  while  closing  more  than  it 
creates. 

He  said  the  neglect  of  ethnic 
populations,  low-income  areas  of  the 
cities  and  young  adults  is  a  sign  of 
selfishness  on  the  part  of  existing  congre¬ 
gations. 

Imperatives  listed 

Bishop  Handy  outlined  several  of  what 
he  sees  as  “imperatives”  for  church 
growth: 

•  Urban  evangelism  is  essential.  And 
that  evangelism  must  include  terms  such 
as  “sin,  conversion,  redemption  and 
salvation  as  well  as  liberation,”  he  said. 
“Its  purpose  is  to  serve  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  people,  both  in  and  out  of 
church,  and  to  be  vitally  concerned  in 
addressing  the  evil  social  injustices 
which  are  so  evident  in  our  society,”  he 
said. 

•  Better  use  must  be  made  of  full-time 
ministers.  The  bishop  advocated 


requiring  small,  family-type  churches  — 
with  little  inclination  toward  reaching 
out  to  other  people  —  to  share  ministers 
with  other  such  churches  so  growth  areas 
could  be  supplied  with  pastors. 

•  Don't  try  to  expand  in  neighborhoods 
already  served  by  other  Methodist 
communions  such  as  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Christian  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  or  Free  Methodist 
Churches. 

•  Without  delving  into  “anti-in¬ 
tellectual  exhibitionism."  United 
Methodist  congregations  need  worship 
services  with  more  warmth,  strong 
congregational  singing  and  enthusiastic 
preaching  that  responds  to  the  frustrated 
members’  cry  of  “Is  there  any  word  from 
the  Lord?”  and  answers  that  there  is 
hope  in  the  Good  News,  Bishop  Handy 
said. 

Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen  of  Sweden 
reminded  the  bishops  that  John  Wesley 
had  written  that  a  chief  cause  of  congre¬ 
gations  being  “dead  as  stones”  is  the 
neglecting  of  Holy  Communion. 

The  means  toward  spirituality  and 
grace  —  prayer,  study  of  devotional 
materials  (particularly  the  scriptures), 
Christian  fellowship  and  Communion  — 
must  be  practiced  if  a  Christian  is  to 
have  any  reason  to  expect  the  super¬ 
natural  end  of  spiritual  gifts,  Bishop 
Borgen  said  Wesley  maintained.  Of 
these,  Communion  is  by  far  the  most 
important,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  George  G.  Hunter  III,  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
told  the  bishops  every  denomination  that 
has  increased  its  number  of  congre¬ 
gations  has  grown  in  membership. 
Likewise,  he  said,  denominations  such  as 
the  United  Methodist  Church  that  have 
fewer  congregations  also  have  fewer 


members. 

This  is  an  area  where  a  bishop  has 
great  power,  many  persons  said. 

Pastors  should  be  required  to  set  goals 
and  report  monthly  on  their  progress  to 
guard  against  their  “resting  on  their 
oars,”  Dr.  Hunter  said. 

Pastors  who  show  promise  should  be 
allowed  to  stay  longer  at  churches,  Dr. 
Hunter  said.  “Years  five,  six  and  seven 
are  the  most  likely  to  be  growth  years  in 
a  pastorate.” 

He  also  suggested  that  the  current 
UMC  system  of  guaranteed  ministerial 
appointments  needs  to  be  changed. 
Every  annual  conference  has  three  or 
four  ministers  who  ought  to  find  another 
vocation,  he  said. 

‘  ‘In  a  career  span,  these  few  clergy  can 
half-wreck  half  the  congregations  in  a 
conference,”  Dr.  Hunter  said  amid 
nervous  chuckles  from  the  bishops. 

Some  bishops  uncomfortable 

Some  bishops  expressed  discomfort 
-with  the  emphasis  of  the  council  meeting. 

“What  I  don’t  want  us  to  do  is  forget 
what  our  church  did  in  the  '60s  for  justice 
and  inclusiveness,”  said  Bishop  Melvin 
G.  Talbert  of  the  Seattle  Area. 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  of  the  Illinois 
Area  told  the  Reporter  more  members 
won’t  necessarily  result  in  the  church 
being  “more  effective  in  mission.” 

“From  my  standpoint,  we’re  not  just 
after  growth  in  numbers  but  growth  in 
dedicated  numbers  for  missions  such  as  that 
of  seeking  peace,”  Bishop  Hodapp  said 

A  slightly  different  emphasis  was 
expressed  to  the  Council  by  Bishop  Monk 
Bryan  of  Nebraska:  “To  touch  anybody 
with  the  Grace  of  Christ  is  as  much 
mission  as  what  we  do  with  world 
peace.” 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Ten  percent  investment  nixed 

Pensions  Board  rejects  proposal  to  fund  local  church  loans 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Pensions  has  indicated  that  it  can  not 
support  legislation  which  would  require 
it  to  invest  10  percent  of  its  holdings  in 
the  denominational  fund  which  makes 
first  mortgage  loans  to  local  churches. 

With  the  pensions  board’s  current 
assets  at  $1,148  billion,  such  an 
investment  would  provide  more  than  $100 
million  for  such  loans. 

But  the  agency  which  is  promoting  the 
legislation  —  the  National  Division  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  —  has  said  it  doesn’t  intend  to 
take  "no”  for  an  answer,  at  least  not 
without  a  challenge. 

Guidelines  cause  for  concern 

The  National  Division’s  proposal 
actually  was  made  on  behalf  of  and  at  the 
initiative  of  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  (UMDF),  which  is  a 
part  of  that  division.  The  proposed 
legislation  was  discussed  at  the  Board  of 
Pensions  semi-annual  meeting  Nov.  10-11 
in  Oklahoma  City.  There  the  pensions 
board’s  chief  executive,  Gerald 
Hornung,  pointed  out  to  his  board  that 
the  UMDF  does  not  meet  guidelines  for 
investments  established  by  the  pensions 
board  in  1976. 

Mr.  Hornung  told  the  Reporter  that 
these  guidelines  include  not  only 
statutory  law  in  Illinois,  where  the 
pensions  board  is  incorporated  and  head¬ 
quartered,  but  also  common  law  in  all  50 
states  and  “the  rule  of  prudent  man 
law"  which  holds,  in  brief,  that  an 
agency  like  the  pensions  board,  holding 
funds  belonging  to  other  persons,  should 
invest  those  funds  only  as  “a  prudent 
man"  would  invest  them. 

As  an  example  of  how  the  “prudent 
man”  rule  would  apply  in  this  situation, 
Mr.  Hornung  noted  that  the  UMDF  is 
paying  its  investors  only  9  percent.  The 


pensions  board  members  were  told  in 
Oklahoma  City  that  the  most  recent 
annual  return  on  the  largest  part  of  the 
pensions  portfolio  was  10.76  percent  and 
the  return  on  other  portions  was  as  high 
as  23  percent. 

“We  must  remember  that  the  social 
concern  and  mission  of  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions  is  to  provide  as 
adequate  income  as  we  can  to  retired 
clergy  and  lay  workers,”  Mr.  Hornung 
reminded  his  board,  “and  we  want  to 
assure  that  every  pension  dollar  is 
invested  in  the  most  prudent  way 
possible.” 

Pensions  president,  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  of  Houston,  added  that  it  is 
sometimes  thought  that  pension  funds 
belong  to  the  church  when,  in  reality, 
they  are  the  funds  of  individuals  and  of 
conferences  who  have  entrusted  them 
with  the  board.  This,  he  said, 
necessitates  a  difference  in  the  way  they 
are  invested. 

Mr.  Hornung  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
pensions  board,  under  one  of  his 
predecessors,  invested  $2  million  in  the 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund  in 
1961,  near  the  fund’s  founding.  He  said 
his  board  has  recently  tried  to 
“graciously  withdraw”  its  investments 
from  that  fund  “for  a  variety  of  reasons, 
including  the  fact  that  UMDF  is 
registered  in  only  22  states,  not  including 
Illinois.”  The  final  $500,000  was 
withdrawn  earlier  this  year. 

This  attempt  at  “gracious  with¬ 
drawal”  caught  the  attention  of  the 
development  fund  board  and  staff  and 
led  to  the  recent  divestment  of  pension 
funds  in  UMDF,  according  to  the 
UMDF’s  executive  director,  Nova 
Langston. 

Both  Mr.  Hornung  and  Ms.  Langston 
told  the  Reporter  that  they  and  others 
from  their  agencies  had  met  recently  to 
discuss  the  withdrawal  of  pension  funds, 
and  the  reasons  behind  that  withdrawal. 


The  development  fund’s  chairman,  Bishop 
Kenneth  Hicks  erf  Arkansas,  said  he  was  “dis¬ 
appointed”  by  the  pensions  board’s  response. 

The  Board  of  Pensions  reported  growth 
of  $350  million  in  assets  in  the  past  three 
years.  Mr.  Hornung  said  the  portfolio  of 
stocks,  bonds,  real  estate  and  other 
assets  constitutes  the  largest  religious 
fund  and  one  of  the  largest  pension  funds 
in  America. 

Ms.  Langston  said  the  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund  makes 
nothing  but  first  mortgage  loans  to 
United  Methodist  local  churches.  Its 
current  loan  rate,  established  in 
February  1981  but  reviewed  semi¬ 
annually  by  the  fund’s  board,  is  10V2 
percent.  She  said  that  the  fund’s  average 
loan  rate,  including  loans  as  low  as  6 
percent  when  the  fund  was  new,  is  8.1 
percent.  She  said  the  development  fund 
has  never  had  a  default  on  an 
outstanding  loan,  and  she  said  there  is  a 
two-year  backup  of  UM  congregations 
applying  for  construction  loans  through 
the  UMDF. 

All  avenues  should  be  explored 

Ms.  Langston  said  the  development 
fund  has  370  loans  outstanding  totaling 
just  under  $30  million. 

The  discussion  between  the  pensions 
board  and  the  development  fund  caught 
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the  attention  of  the  chairperson  of  a  task 
force  studying  new  church  development 
and  congregational  revitalization.  The 
Rev.  Charles  Wesley  Jordan  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  conference  chairs  that 
task  force  within  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

He  said  his  task  force,  in  its 
preliminary  report,  has  recommended 
that  all  avenues  of  financing  church  devel¬ 
opment  and  revitalization  be  explored. 
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Thanks -giving 


United  Methodists  show  that  it’s  more  than  a  one-day  observance 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

Thanksgiving  is  so  much  more  than 
a  one-day  observance  for  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  that  it’s  hard  to  know 
when  it  starts  and  when  it  stops. 

It’s  even  hard  to  know  what  to  call 
it,  because  this  outpouring  of  thanks¬ 
giving  has  many  names. 

The  observance  is  tied,  appropriate¬ 
ly,  to  the  harvest  season,  which  varies 
from  one  section  of  the  country  to 
another,  news  reports  suggest. 

In  the  Holston  conference,  for 
instance,  sitting  astride  the 
Appalachian  spine  through  parts  of 
Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Virginia, 
United  Methodists  participate  in  an 
interfaith  event  pinpointed  in  a 
commercial  shopping  mall  in 
Kingsport,  Tenn. 

The  Ft.  Henry  Mall  invites  churches 
and  other  non-profit  groups  to  display 
their  wares  for  one  weekend  in  choice 
locations  inside  the  spacious  mall. 
Last  fall  more  than  20  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  held  their  bazaars  or 


Lord’s  Acre  sales  at  the  mall,  and  the 
Kingsport  District  Superintendent, 
the  Rev.  Nelson  Woody,  told  the 
Reporter  the  turnout  this  year  was 
even  bigger  though  he  didn't  have  the 
exact  number. 

Best-sellers,  Mr.  Woody  said,  are 
the  various  individual  crafts  and  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  quilts.  But 
some  United  Methodist  products  are 
so  popular  that  they  don’t  last  long 
enough  to  get  to  the  mall.  People  drive 
to  the  churches  to  buy  such  things  as 
the  apple  butter  and  sorghum  cooked 
over  outdoor  fires  by  members  of  the 
Rock  Springs  UMC.  Last  year  this 
church  collected  nearly  $9,000  from  its 
bazaar  and  Lord’s  Acre  sales. 

Money  goes  in  two  directions 

Mr.  Woody  said  that  most  money 
raised  in  these  harvest  season  sales 
goes  in  two  directions:  To  pay  for 
repairs  to  church  buildings  or 
parsonages  or  directly  to  missions, 
including  helping  many  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Women’s  local  groups  meet  their 
mission  pledges.  “We  strongly  urge 
the  churches  at  least  to  tithe  their 
harvest  sales  income  to  missions,"  he 
told  the  Reporter. 

The  Lord’s  Acre,  under  whose  name 
many  United  Methodists  in  at  least  20 
states  make  their  annual  harvest 
offerings,  got  its  start  in  Holston 
conference’s  next-door  neighbor, 
North  Carolina.  And  its  headquarters 
remains  there  in  United  Methodist- 
related  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center. 

Three  brochures  available  from 
Hinton  Center  tell  the  story  of  Lord’s 
Acre  and  outline  a  special  service  of 
dedication  for  the  “acre"  given  to  the 
Lord  and  another  service  of 
thanksgiving  for  whatever  harvest  is 
received  from  that  land. 

One  Lord’s  Acre  enthusiast  is  the 
Rev.  James  E.  Hankins  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  For  more  than  50  years,  he  told 
the  Reporter,  people  have  set  aside 
and  dedicated  certain  plots  of  ground 
and,  often,  some  livestock  or  poultry 


to  the  Lord  and  the  work  of  His  church. 

Lord’s  Acre  ‘work  with  God’ 

"Whatever  the  project,  whatever 
the  goal,  one  thing  wa§  certain," 
wrote  Mr.  Hankins  in  nis  weekly 
column,  Religion  in  Rural  Life  — 
"these  rural  church  members  had 
been  working  part  of  the  time  for  their 
church."  He  said  he  had  attended  one 
Harvest  Festival  Service  of 
Thanksgiving  in  which  several 
churches  had  cooperated  in  a  Lord’s 
Acre  program.  “At  the  conclusion  of 
the  service,"  Mr.  Hankins  wrote, 
“representatives  of  the  churches  laid 
over  $13,000  on  the  altar!  In  so  doing 
they  came  to  realize  that  they  ‘were 
workers  together  with  God’  as  the 
Apostle  had  said." 

Mr.  Hankins  said  he  likes  to  think 
that  anything  can  be  counted  as  part 
of  the  Lord’s  Acre  “so  long  as  it’s 
handmade,  homemade,  or  home 
grown."  More  information  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center, 
Box  27,  Hayesville,  NC  28904. 


This  decal  applied  to  brown  paper 
bags  is  distributed  to  families  in  the 
Central  Texas  Conference  for  "Thanks- 
living”  offerings. 


This  full-sized  quilt  and  12  others  —  eight  crib  size  and  four  baby  size  —  were  the  contributions  by  members  of  the  Lakin  Sun¬ 
day  School  Class  of  First  UMC  in  Fort  Scott,  Kan.,  to  this  year’s  Bishop's  Round-up  for  Hunger.  Kansas  east  conference  photo 


j 


Over  300  gallons  of  sorghum  molasses  will  eventually  “cook  out”  from  this  open  vat  manned  by  United  Methodists. 
Cutting  the  cane  which  gets  cooked  into  the  sticky  syrup  is  only  one  job  associated  with  the  project,  holston  conference  photos 


Thanksgiving  given 
several  special  emphases 

The  Central  Texas  conference 
encourages  its  churches  to  give  the 
Thanksgiving  season  a  special  twist, 
starting  with  a  subtle  change  in  name. 
Their  annual  offering  for  World 
Hunger,  received  on  the  Sunday 
before  Thanksgiving,  is  called  the 
Thanksliving  Offering.  The 
conference  office  sends  out  small 
brown  paper  grocery  bags  which 
churches  are  asked  to  distribute  to 
family  units.  Family  members  use 
the  bags  to  collect  their  offerings.  At  a 
designated  time  during  the 
Thanksliving  Offering  service,  family 
members  place  their  bags,  decorated 
with  special  Thanksliving  decals,  into 
larger  bags. 


A  Central  Texas  conference 
treasurer’s  office  worker  said  the 
Thanksliving  Offering  in  1980  was 
nearly  $38,000,  and  last  year  it  topped 
$44,000.  She  said  nearly  $18,000  had 
come  in  this  year  even  ahead  of  the 
official  Thanksliving  Offering.  “Some 
churches  pride  themselves  in  being 
early  with  special  offerings,”  she 
said. 

Several  episcopal  areas  and/or 
annual  conferences  have  made  major 
public  events  out  of  their  annual 
harvest  offerings.  One  of  the  oldest 
and  biggest  is  in  the  Missouri  Area 
(see  Reporter,  Oct.  22)  where  this 
year  United  Methodists  joined  with 
members  of  eight  other 
denominations  some  3,000  strong  to 
contribute  more  than  $500,000  in  goods 
or  services  to  fight  world  hunger. 


In  the  Southwest  Texas  conterence, 
churches  received  the  Harvest 
Offering  Nov.  21,  with  a  $50,000  goal  to 
be  equally  divided  between  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
Lebanon  Relief  Fund  and  the  Rio 
Grande  Valley  Volunteer  Refugee 
Fund. 

In  the  Kansas  East  conference,  the 
bishop’s  Round-Up  for  Hunger  was 
held  Nov.  20.  One  special  attraction 
there  was  a  collection  of  13  quilts  — 
eight  crib-size,  one  regular  size  and 
four  baby  quilts  —  all  made  by 
members  of  die  Lakin  Sunday  School 
Class  of  First  UMC  in  Fort  Scott,  Kan. 
They’ve  been  quilting  for  various 
projects  since  1964. 

In  Arkansas,  the  annual  event  goes 
by  the  name  of  “Ingathering."  Last 
year  the  Ingathering’s  parent  body. 


Another  hard  job  involves  cooking 
and  stirring  apple  butter, 
the  Arkansas  Interfaith  Hunger  Task 
Force,  set  a  goal  of  $1.25  million.  The 
event,  the  fourth  in  the  annual  series, 
raised  almost  $2.5  million  in  cash, 
food,  clothing,  livestock,  health  and 
school  kits  to  fight  hunger  through 
state,  national  and  international 
church  and  relief  agencies.  In 
Arkansas,  as  in  Missouri,  what  began 
as  a  United  Methodist  event  has 
become  ecumenical. 

One  way  that  some  United  Method¬ 
ists  mark  Thanksgiving  day  —  or  the 
broader  season  —  is  by  fasting  for  one 
meal  or  for  one  day. 

An  unknown  number  of  United 
Methodists  are  among  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  who  participated  Nov.  18  in 
the  ninth  annual  Fast  for  a  World 
Harvest,  sponsored  by  Oxfam 
America. 


Bishop  deplores  attack 
against  interfaith  effort 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  The  “rising 
crescendo  of  charges"  being  leveled 
against  the  ecumenical  movement  has 
been  emphatically  decried  in  a  "pastoral 
letter"  written  by  United  Methodist 
Bishop  James  Armstrong. 

“The  time  has  come  to  seize  confident 
initiatives  and  begin  to  affirm,  without 
apology,  our  United  Methodist  ties  to 
ecumenical  organizations,"  the  bishop 
wrote  in  a  10-page,  single-spaced  letter 
sent  to  more  than  3,000  persons  in  the 
Indiana  Area  and  elsewhere  last  month. 

In  addition  to  being  the  spiritual  and 
administrative  leader  of  some  325,000 
Indiana  UMs,  the  bishop  is  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches,  the 
nation’s  largest  ecumenical  organization 
with  32  member  denominations. 

The  bishop  noted  there  has  been  a 
sustained  convergence  of  attacks  against 
both  the  National  Council  and  World 
Council  as  well  as  so-called  “mainline” 
churches,  coming  from  popular  media 
outlets  such  as  Reader’s  Digest, 
Saturday  Evening  Post,  Paul  Harvey 
and  others.  Attacks  from  groups  such  as 
the  American  Enterprise  Institute  and 
the  Institute  for  Religion  and  Democracy 
were  also  cited.  “The  questions  raised 
tend  to  be  ‘political’  rather  than 
‘religious,’  ”  the  bishop  observed. 

Such  attacks  are  “not  new’’ 
emphasizes  Bishop  Armstrong,  who 
states  he  preached  his  first  sermon  in 
response  to  a  Reader’s  Digest  article  on 


Feb.  26, 1950,  entitled,  "Has  Communism 
Conquered  Methodism?" 

"My  answer  was  a  resounding  NO! 
Quite  the  opposite  is  true.  A  free  church 
in  a  free  society  stands  as  the  mightiest 
bulwark  against  atheistic  materialism." 

He  said  the  church  must  not  champion 
any  national  flag  or  any  political  or 
economic  system.  “As  I  said  when  I  first 
became  president  of  the  National 
Council,  ‘The  church  does  not  belong  in 
the  pocket  of  either  Adam  Smith  or  Karl 
Marx.’  ” 

Calling  for  primary  loyalty  to  the  Body 
of  Christ,  he  continues,  “We  dare  have  no 
lesser  gods  .  .  .  those  who  expect  the 
church  to  be  an  extension  of  the  ideologies 
of  the  right  or  left,  or  apologists  for  any 
particular  president  or  government  .  .  . 
will  be  sadly  disappointed.  ” 

Bishop  Armstrong  then  goes  on  to  cite 
the  “real  work  and  contributions"  of  the 
two  ecumenical  organizations,  and 
especially  the  extensive  programs  of 
refugee  work,  interchurch  aid,  relief  and 
development  around  the  world.  He  says 
the  “life-giving  ministries  ...  are  often 
overlooked  and  ignored."  He  also 
mentioned  the  widely  read  and  used 
Revised  Standard  Version  (RSV)  of  the 
Bible,  the  Uniform  Church  School  Lesson 
series,  CROP  walks,  refugee 
resettlement  and  efforts  to  protect  First 
Amendment  rights.  The  bishop  also 
noted  the  development  of  ministries  in 
prisons,  national  parks,  leisure-time  minis¬ 
tries  and  ministries  to  migrant  workers. 


Possible  TV  ministry??? 


CINCINNATI  (UMNS)  -  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  at  all  levels  of  the  church 
soon  will  receive  a  questionnaire  asking 
them  to  give  information  about  the 
direction  they  think  the  church  should 
move  regarding  a  national  ministry  in 
television. 

Finishing  touches  on  the  questionnaire 
were  given  by  the  television  ministry 
task  force  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Communication  (UM  Communication  or 
UMCom)  at  its  first  meeting  here  Nov.  10. 

The  14-member  task  force,  headed  by 
Bishop  Paul  Duffey,  Louisville,  Ky.,  was 
appointed  by  UMCom  at  its  October 
meeting  to  gather  information  and 
prepare  a  design  for  a  possible  national 
ministry  in  television  for  the  1985-88 


quadrennium. 

The  questionnaire  is  being  sent  to 
church  leaders  including,  among  others, 
bishops,  district  superintendents, 
conference  council  staff,  conference 
communications  committees  and  staff, 
and  local  church  councils  on  ministries. 
The  study  is  being  conducted  for  UMCom 
by  Grassroots  Research,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  John  Rider  of  Southern  Illinois 
University,  Edwardsville,  a  member  of 
UMCom. 

The  task  force  moved  toward  another 
major  information-seeking  project,  a 
national  consultation  to  help  decide  a 
direction  for  a  television  ministry.  A 
design  team  was  named  and  tentative 
consultation  dates  of  Feb.  4-5  were  set. 


Funding  issues  raised 
in  6gay’  church  application 


CLASSIFIED 


BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  1181, 
Corpus  Chris ti,  TX  78403. 


PROGRAM  COORDINATOR/DIRECTOR  of 

Christian  Education,  growing  1,400  member 
congregation,  multiple  staff,  located  near  Orlando 
and  Disney  World,  salary  range  $17,000-20,000  Send 
resume  to  Robert  H  Fox,  P.0  Bax  669.  Kissimmee, 
FL  32741 


POCKET  ALUMINUM  CROSSES:  God  Loves  You" 

or  "Jesus  Christ  is  Lord."  100,  $20.00  Poems,  "Cross 
in  My  Pocket."  2«.  Plus  postage.  Crosses-2,  1313 
Falls  Church  Rd.,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27609. 


WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 

TRIP  with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen.  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  901  Clay  St..  Houston.  Texas  77002. 


CHOIR  ROBES  -  Twenty-three  adult  and  10  youth, 
matching  with  stoles  Also,  twenty-nine  royal  purple 
—  adults  All  good  condition.  Twenty  dollars  each 
robe,  plus  one  dollar  for  stoles  Kingswood  UMC,  Box 
1126.  Clovis,  NM  88101  (505)763-3693. 


SEEKING  FULL  TIME  YOUTH/Chil dr en /Music 
Worker  Salary  negotiable  Send  photo,  resume 
Search  Committee.  1st  UMC,  104  Roberts  St., 
Livingston,  TN  38570. 


MEDIUM  SIZED  CHURCH  Pipe  Organ  for 
immediate  sale  Exceptional  opportunity  14  stop 
electropneumatic,  good  tonal  quality  Bargain  price, 
very  favorable  financing.  United  Church, 
Washington,  DC  (202  )  331-1495 


MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware  Specifications  $1  00  Exodus  Computing. 
1326 A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu.  Hawaii  96816-2646 


PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P  O.  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817)  645-9203  


WOULD  YOU  LIKE  to  launch  a  successful  singles 
ministry?  Write  or  call  for  a  free  brochure  Singles 
Ministry  Resources.  P  O  Box  443.  Willoughby.  OH 
44094  (  216' 953  0083 


WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Urut- 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest  ,  write 
UMDF,  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive.  NY,  NY 
10115 


FOR  SALE:  BELLS,  Carillons,  Chimes,  Hand  Bells, 
Towers  Contact  J  Berrien  Miller,  2817  Brookdale 
Avenue.  Louisville.  KY 40220  (  502  )  469-3223. 


ST.  PAUL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  1,300 
members  in  Arlington  area,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
Program  Director,  beginning  January  1983  Major 
emphasis  is  Christian  education  and  leadership 
training.  Send  resume  and  picture.  Salary  negotiable 
based  on  experience,  education  and  specific  skills. 
Contact  Mr.  David  Merrill.  Staff-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church,  8264 
Lone  Star  Road,  Jacksonville,  FL  32211,  Phone 
(904)724-0022  


2  WISCONSIN  PROGRAM  STAFF  openings, 

Education  (including  adult)  and  Evangelism, 
inquire:  Virgil  Kasper,  502  11th  Street,  Baraboo,  WI 
53913 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  1,900  membership  church  in 
nice  Florida  community.  Full  time  with  salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  and  philosophy  of  Youth 
Ministry  to  Pastor  Hugh  Lake,  3200  Manatee  Ave 
West,  Bradenton,  FL  33505. 


THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offere 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas,  1-800-255-9612,  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103;  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION— Youth  Director  wanted  by 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Pontiac.  Illinois  1600 
members  —  Salary  negotiable  For  more 
information,  contact  Rev.  Frank  M.  New  (815)  842- 
1157. 


JUNALUSKA.  North  Carolina,  ten-bedroom 
mountain-top  cottage,  near  ski  lodge,  beautiful  view, 
four  baths,  completely  furnished  kitchen,  linens, 
laundry  Secluded  togetherness  for  large  families  or 
groups  Available  for  week-ends  or  longer  (704)  926- 


HELP  US  AGAIN  Needed  6,000  Christmas  cards 
with  stamps  for  inmates  of  Arkansas  prisons  Donate 
to  Rev  Bart  Lackey.  Box  71.  North  Little  Rock.  AR 
72115.  


3  PORTABLE  VINYL  WALLS  9‘?  feet  high  by  21  feet 
long  and  one  9>j  feet  high  by  48  feet  long  wall.  With 
runners  Used.  Very  good  condition  Best  offer  All 
four  walls  or  individually.  Contact:  Mora  United 
Methodist  Church.  Mora,  MN  55051,  (612  )  679-2712. 
Mornings  


MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH,  to  develop  full 
time  youth  program  for  church  of  1400  members 
Resume  to  Jim  Sparks,  King's  Way  United  Methodist 
Church.  2400  Fritts  Lane,  Springfield.  MO  65804. 


FREE  FAMILY  MINISTRY  RESOURCE^  For 

Parents,  ministers,  teachers,  and  Ed.  directors 
Write:  Family  Education  Enterprises.  2320  E. 
Lincoln  Drive.  Phoenix.  AZ  85016. 


COORDINATOR  OF  WOMEN  S  HISTORY  for  the 

General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  Expertise  in  American, 
United  Methodist,  and  women's  history 
Administrative,  organizational,  writing  and  editing 
skills  Ph  D  or  Master's  level  degree  necessary 
Selection  will  be  based  on  E.O.E.  and  Affirmative 
Action  guidelines  with  preference  given  to  a  United 
Methodist  and  a  woman.  Salary  range:  $15,000- 
$20,000  Send  vita  and  the  names  and  addresses  of 
three  references  by  January  15,  1983,  to  the  General 
Secretary,  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History.  P.0  Box  127.  Madison.  NJ  07940. 


DELUXE  18-day.  7  city  China  tour  led  by  Chinese¬ 
speaking  Methodist  pastor  May,  1983.  $3,020.  Rev 
Jue,  500  Miller,  South  San  Francisco,  CA  94080. 


20,000  CASSETTE  LIBRARY.  Duplication  $1  50. 
Bible  Albums  Scourby  KJV  RSV.  NT  $22.50.  OT 
$67.50.  Psalms.  Proverbs  $12.00;  plus  50c  Mailing. 
3021  Sunrise,  Alamogordo.  NM 88310. 


WORSHIP  AIDS  FOR  THE  Christian  Year:  Each 
volume  contains  poems,  prayers,  recipes,  photos  and 
meditations.  Now  available:  "Simply  Beginning"  for 
Advent.  "Celebrate"  for  Lent.  "Of  Wind  and  Fire" 
for  Pentecost  Entire  set,  $7.50.  Each  booklet,  $2.95. 
Please  add  $1  00  for  postage  Patchwork  Central 
Community,  100  Washington  Ave.,  Evansville,  IN 
47713.  


UNITED  METHODIST  CAMP  Food  Service 
Manager  starting  April  1983,  experienced,  mature 
Christian.  Salary  plus  housing.  Send  resume:  Ralph 
Dude.  Box  2050.  Bloomington,  IL  61701  (309-828-5092). 


NATIONAL  MUSIC  PERSONNEL  Service  for 

churches  needing  qualified  musicians  (organists, 
choir/music  directors,  etc.)  —  our  70th  year.  Box 
13985,  Gainesville.  FL  32604.  (904  )  376-9055.  Lutton 
Music  Personnel  Service.  Inc. 


WANTED:  CHOIR  ROBES  We  are  interested  in 
purchasing  at  least  30  used  robes  with  stoles.  Call 
Sandy  Williams  at  (512  )  327-1335. 


TWO  POSITIONS  Youth  Director  -  Advanced 
Degree  in  Christian  Education,  experience  in  Youth 
Ministry  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  and  recent 
photo.  Music  Director  —  Fully  graded  choir  and 
handbells.  Music  degree,  experience  in  church 
music  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  recent 
photo  First  United  Methodist  Church,  600  S  Grove 
Street,  Eustis.  FL  32726. 


A  SAN  DIEGO  DISTRICT  United  Methodist  Church 
is  looking  for  a  Parish  Visitor  or  Minister  of 
Visitation.  $12,000  plus  Write  Everett  L.  Taylor. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  4690  Palm  Avenue. 
La  Mesa,  CA  92401  or  telephone  (714)  466-4163. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  -  The  United  Methodist 
delegation  to  the  recent  National  Council 
of  Churches’  meeting  here  raised  the 
question  of  how  financial  support  for  the 
council  might  be  affected  if  a  "gay” 
church  is  voted  into  membership. 

The  Universal  Fellowship  of  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Community  Churches,  which  iden¬ 
tifies  its  ministry  as  "primarily  an  out¬ 
reach  to  ‘gay’  men  and  lesbians,”  has 
applied  for  membership  in  the  national 
council. 

The  United  Methodist  “Book  of 
Discipline”  specifically  prohibits  United 
Methodist  funding  to  any  "gay"  caucus 
or  group  or  in  any  way  to  promote  the 
acceptance  of  homosexuality. 

There  was  no  clear  understanding 
among  the  UM  delegates  of  how  the 
funding  question  might  finally  be 
answered. 

The  United  Methodist  delegation  gave 
enthusiastic  support  to  the  council’s 
emphasis  on  Central  America. 

The  delegation  held  a  brief  strategy 
session  between  council  business 
meetings  to  discuss  how  this  Central 
American  emphasis  could  be  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  maximum  number  of 
United  Methodists.  The  consensus 
agreement  was  to  ask  the  Council  of 
Bishops  to  lead  United  Methodists  in 
considering  such  issues  as  whether  the 


United  States  may  be  helping  provoke  a 
war  between  Nicaragua  and  Honduras 
and  to  ask  the  denomination’s  program 
agencies  to  feature  Central  America  wher¬ 
ever  appropriate  in  their  regular  activities. 

The  delegation  also  supported  widest 
possible  United  Methodist  involvement 
in  "Central  America  Week"  being 
proposed  for  observance  throughout  this 
country  March  18-27,  1983.  The  special 
week  is  being  promoted  by  a  national 
Inter-Religious  Task  Force  on  El 
Salvador  and  Central  America,  working 
through  several  local  interfaith  task  forces. 

The  delegation  gave  its  immediate  and 
urgent  attention  to  the  Central  American 
issue  after  the  National  Council  adopted 
one  resolution  highly  critical  of  U.S. 
government  military  involvement  in 
Central  America  and  another  resolution 
supporting  "Central  America  Week." 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Reporter  post  filled 

Creative  director  added 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS  -  The  Rev.  Wayne  A. 
Robinson,  a  journalist  and 
communications  specialist  with  proven 
skills  in  graphics  and  promotion,  writing 
and  editing,  has  joined  the  staff  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  in  the  newly- 
created  post  of  Creative  Director. 

The  newspaper’s 
Editor  -  General 
Manager,  the  Rev. 

Spurgeon  M.  Dun- 
nam  III  announced 
creation  of  the  new 
executive-level  pos¬ 
ition  and  Mr. 

Robinson’s  filling  it 
on  Nov.  10.  He  said 
the  new  position 
grew  out  of  an  Wayne  Robinson 
interdepartmental  assessment  of  the 
Reporter’s  staffing  needs  and  the 
combining  of  two  lower-level  positions. 

"Mr.  Robinson  will  provide  creative 
assistance  and  support  to  all  aspects  of 
the  Reporter’s  operations  where  visual 
impact  and  appeal  are  involved,"  Mr. 
Dunnam  said.  "He  will  work  with  the 
editorial  staff  to  enhance  the  visual 
impact  of  the  Reporter’s  nationally-cir¬ 
culated  pages,  and  with  the  Circulation 
Director  to  promote  use  of  the  Reporter's 
services  by  local  churches,  districts, 
annual  conferences,  and  regional  groups 
and  institutions  of  other  denominations.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  Mr.  Robinson’s 
background  in  a  variety  of 


communications  enterprises  ranging 
from  news  writing  and  editing  to  TV 
production,  direct-mail  promotion  and 
fund-raising  make  him  uniquely 
qualified  for  the  new  position. 

His  recent  experience  includes  a 
position  as  Vice  President  and  Creative 
Director  for  the  Russ  Reid  Agency  in 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  which  is  among  the 
nation’s  largest  direct  response  4-A 
advertising  agencies. 

Mr.  Robinson  served  previously  as 
editor  of  the  Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference’s  newspaper  and  as  a  free 
lance  consultant  and  writer  for  a  variety 
of  clients,  including  United  Methodism’s 
Black  College  Fund  and  General 
Commission  on  Communications.  He  is 
the  author  of  several  books. 

Mr.  Robinson,  who  lives  in  Fort  Worth, 
holds  a  journalism  degree  from 
Oklahoma  City  University  and  a  degree 
in  theology  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University. 


DO  YOU  WANT 
SOMETHING  EXCITING 
AT  YOUR  CHURCH? 

Heor  the  word  In  tong,  hovo  o  gotpol 
concert. 

Way  Truth  8  Llfo  Records  it  proud  to  present 
Randy  Ellis  and  his  album  DESTINED,  which  It 
currently  on  Gospel  radio  play  lists  through¬ 
out  the  country. 

Randy's  love  for  the  Lord  is  expressed  In  the 
warmth  of  his  singing  talent.  Randy's  music 
hat  something  for  everyone. 

For  a  time  of  singing,  worship,  and  praise, 
hove  Randy  to  your  church  for  a  concert  I 

For  booking  Information  or  records  ft  tapes, 
contact  WTl  Records,  Yancey  Star  Rt.,  Box  31A, 
Hondo.  TX  78861. 

Albums,  8  Track,  or  Cassettes  $8.00  each. 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  ad  materials 
and  Incentives  to  enUst  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACA0EMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  0L0  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  $15 
1813  SEMINARS:  Janury— Dallas,  Adan- 
l— Data:  “ 


ta,  Houston 
Pittsburgh, 


alias,  Kansas  City, 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  25101  •  Dallas.  TX  75225 
214-373-7110 


Be  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  copies  to  spread  the  joy  of  His  word 

ChellpperRo«m:sr‘/fe 

“ PRAYER  RAISED  TO  A  LIFESTYLE ' 


•  Regular  English 

•  Large  Print 

•  Spanish 

•  Spanish  Large  / 

Print  / 


Tf?  RAISED  TO  A  LIFESTYLE ”  Print  /  Contemporary 

/  Devotional 

1908  Grand  Avenue  •  P.O.  Box  189  •  Nashville,  TN  37202 
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Telecommunications:  Churches  assess  how 


Junior  High  Retreat  A  Success 


media  revolution  will  affect  religion 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

Videotex,  teletext,  decoder,  inter¬ 
active,  voice-response,  floppy  disc 
drives,  user  unfriendliness  —  hardly 
household  words  today.  But,  sooner  than 
most  would  think,  these  terms  will  be  as 
common  in  every-day  speech  as 
“television”  and  “telephone.” 

Their  place  in  the  nation’s  vocabulary 
will  go  hand  in  hand  with  the 
telecommunications  revolution,  whose 
impact  on  society  and  culture  promises 
to  be  at  least  as  far-reaching  as  that  of 
the  automobile  and  printing  press. 

According  to  one  major  study,  40 
percent  of  the  households  of  America  will 
have  joined  the  two-way  telecommuni¬ 
cations  market  by  the  end  of  the  century. 
The  new  communications  revolution  will, 
In  short,  change  the  way  in  which  we  go 
about  our  daily  tasks  and  relate  to 
institutions  and  others  in  society. 

While  uneasy  with  some  threats  to 
society  this  future  reality  will  bring, 
major  religious  denominations  have 
nonetheless  signed  up  in  the  revolution 
by  starting  or  planning  their  own 
telecommunications  satellite  networks. 

Will  revolutionize  religion 

The  religious  leaders  behind  these 
efforts  quite  readily  admit  that  tele¬ 
communications  will  also  revolutionize 
the  practice  of  religion  as  we  now  know 
it.  The  church  of  the  late  1980’s  and 
beyond,  they  agree,  will  make  the  much- 
heralded  “electronic  church”  of  the 
1970’s  something  of  a  technological 
dinosaur.  The  very  way  people  communi¬ 
cate,  and  with  whom,  will  be  profoundly 
influenced. 

Through  cable  television,  Americans 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
Reversing  the  commercialism  and  self- 
indulgence  of  contemporary  Christmas 
celebrations  is  the  goal  of  this  year’s 
Alternatives  Christmas  Campaign. 

Supported  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  unit  on  Hunger 
and  Value  Formation,  the  campaign 
calls  for  a  focus  on  the  meaning  of 
Christ’s  birth  as  God’s  gift  of  love,  justi.ce 
and  home.  The  campaign  theme  is, 
“Where  Shall  We  Find  Him?” 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  is 
encouraging  United  Methodist 
congregations  to  use  Advent  as  a  time  for 
serious  reflection  on  the  signficance  of 
Christ’s  coming  into  the  world. 

“We  hope  to  ignite  a  new  movement  of 
spiritual  resistance  to  the  consumerism 
and  emotional  exploitation  that  mar  the 
Christmas  season  and  make  us  forget 
whose  birthday  it  really  is,”  says  the 
Rev.  Neil  Alexander,  an  executive  with 
the  board.  Mr.  Alexander  said  last  year 
hundreds  of  United  Methodist 
congregations  participated  in  the 
program. 

Churches  are  being  encouraged  to 
study  traditional  Advent  scriptures  and 
explore  ways  to  channel  some  of  the 
money  they  usually  spend  on  parties, 
food,  drink,  presents  and  decorations  to 
those  in  need.  Projects  from  the  Hunger 
Special  Program  administered  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
<UMCOR)  have  been  identified  for 
support  of  those  seeking  alternatives  to 
the  usual  commercialization  of 
Christmas. 

Suggestions  for  UMCOR  projects  are 
described  in  a  brochure  which  is  being 
mailed  by  the  board  to  all  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors.  They  include  a  project  in 
India  to  help  families  grow  their  own 
food,  an  Appalachian  food  bank,  aid  to 


are  becoming  familiar  with  what  is 
called  “narrowcasting”  —  targeting 
special  programs  at  specific  audiences 
—  the  airing,  say,  of  programs  on 
medicine  or  Buddhism  to  interested 
subscribers  and  covering  such  events  as 
community  board  meetings  and  public 
debates  on  local  civic  issues. 

The  cable  television  industry  is 
swallowing  up  and  fragmenting  the 
audience  long  dominated  by  the  three 
major  television  networks  and  local 
community  involvement  is  coming  into 
its  own. 

Cable  television  counts  20  million 
subscribers,  and  that  is  expected  to  soar 
to  34  million  by  1985. 

The  early  participation  of  religious 
denominations  in  cable  networks  and 
programming,  religious  observers  say, 
is  a  strong  indication  that  they  intend  to 
keep  pace  with  the  rapid  developments  in 
cable  systems. 

The  Christian  Broadcasting  Network, 
which  makes  its  flagship  “The  700  Club” 
available  each  day  via  satellite  to  any 
cable  system  that  wants  it,  has  grown 
into  the  premier  religious  broadcast 
network  in  the  country.  It  is  picked  up  by 
an  estimated  3,000  of  the  nation’s  5,500 
cable  systems. 

Like  the  seven-year-old  Trinity 
Broadcasting  Network,  based  in 
California,  and  the  Praise  The  Lord 
network,  CBN  was  begun  by  charismatic 
Christians,  those  who  practice  their 
Christianity  in  pentecostal-like  ways. 

A  satellite  network  developed  by  the 
U.S.  Catholic  bishops’  conference  began 
programming  Sept.  21.  It  sends  a 
scrambled  signal  that  only  dioceses  who 
have  signed  up  for  the  system  and  have 
their  own  earth  stations  can  receive. 


small  farmers  in  the  Caribbean,  and  a 
health-care  and  nutrition  program  for 
migrant  workers  in  Alabama. 

“We  hope  United  Methodists  will  enter 
the  Advent  season  with  vitality  and 
commitment  to  extend  mercy  and  justice 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,”  says  Mr. 
Alexander.  "The  lure  of  glittering  new 
products  is  all  around  us  and  more 
evident  than  the  human  suffering  of  the 
poor  and  oppressed  that  we  may  shield 
our  eyes  from  seeing.  As  Jesus  never  lost 
sight  of  who  he  came  to  serve,  thousands 
of  United  Methodists  will  renew  their 
commitment  this  Christmas  season  to 
love  and  justice  as  they  celebrate 
Christ’s  birth.” 

A  brochure  being  sent  to  pastors 
includes  a  list  of  resources  for  worship 
and  study. 

Five  Bible  study  guides  exploring  the 
traditional  Advent  scriptures  have  been 
prepared  to  help  persons  focus  on  the 
true  meaning  of  Christ’s  birth.  The  adult 
study  has  been  written  by  William 
Stringfellow,  theologian,  attorney  and 
author;  the  youth  study  has  been 
prepared  by  Don  Luther,  a  pastor  from 
the  American  Lutheran  Church. 

Two  education  specialists  for  children 
on  the  staff  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
have  prepared  the  study  for  children. 
Cecile  Beam  has  written  the  material  for 
eight-to-12  year-olds;  Mary  Jane  Pierce 
has  written  material  for  four-to-seven- 
y ear-olds.  An  intergenera tional  study 
has  been  prepared  by  Marvin  Simmers, 
staff  associate  for  curriculum 
development  for  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S. 

For  more  information,  write 
Alternatives  Christmas  Campaign, 
Discipleship  Resources,  P.O.  Box  189, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37203  or  contact  Mr. 
Alexander  at  615-327-2700. 


“This  Is  Today” 

I,  like  everyone  else,  I  suppose,  lean 
on  excuses  and  am  accustomed  to 
hearing  excuses  as  a  normal  part  of  con¬ 
versation. 

We  in  this  country  have  developed  a 
magnificent  library  of  excuses,  about 
why  we  didn’t  do  this  or  that,  accomplish 
this  goal  or  achieve  that  end.  We  rarely 
have  the  gumption  to  look  squarely  in  the 
mirror  and  say,  “it  didn’t  happen  be¬ 
cause  I  just  didn’t  do  it.”  We,  like  all  con¬ 
gregations  everywhere,  are  continually 
seeking  workers  to  teach,  plan,  help,  and 
do  the  work  of  the  church.  And,  as  a  nor¬ 
mal  part  of  that  effort,  are  accustomed  to 
hearing  every  conceivable  kind  of  state¬ 
ment  as  to  why  someone  can’t  pitch  in 
and  give  of  themselves. 

The  top-rated  reason,  and  the  one  I 
have  also  found  myself  leaning  on,  is, 
“Tomorrow  should  be  lighter,  and  I’ll  do 
it  then.”  And,  sure  enough,  that  kind  of 
tomorrow  never,  never  comes.  I  have 
found,  in  my  own  personal  experience, 
that  when  a  task  or  opportunity  is  upon 
me  (or  us  at  the  church),  there  is  really 
no  time  like  THEN  for  getting  started  on 
it,  at  least.  No  “tomorrows,"  no  excuses, 
no  backing  out  the  door  and  hoping  some¬ 
one  else  will  fill  the  bill. 

Jesus  obviously  had  this  in  mind  when 
he  said,  in  Matthew  6  “don’t  spend  your 
time  saying  ‘tomorrow,’  for  ‘tomorrow 
will  take  care  of  itself.’  ”  God  has  given 
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us  the  miracle  of  TODAY,  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  and  delights  and  open  doors  of  NOW. 
and  that  is  the  time  to  live,  to  serve,  to 
plow  our  talents  back  into  this  society. 

Not  tomorrow  or  the  next  day;  not 
when  the  weather  gets  better  or  the  sea¬ 
son  cooler  ;  not  when  finances  are  better, 
or  the  car  runs  smoother;  today  is  the 
day  which  the  Lord  has  made :  let  us  re¬ 
joice  and  be  glad  in  it. 

I’m  reminded  of  a  poem  on  this  topic 
that  came  across  my  desk  sometime  ago, 
and  it  is  a  mini-sermon  in  itself.  I  know 
you’ll  agree,  that  it  contains  a  whole  lot 
of  sound  theology,  old-fashioned  religion 
and  practical  common  sense. 

TODAY  is  here.  I  will  begin  with  a 
smile  and  resolve  to  be  agreeable.  I 
will  not  criticize.  I  refuse  to  waste  the 
valuable  time  God  has  given  me. 

TODAY  has  one  thing  in  which  I  know 
I  am  equal  with  others  .  .  .  time.  All  of 
us  draw  the  same  salary  in  seconds, 
minutes,  and  hours. 

TODAY  I  will  not  waste  my  time,  be¬ 
cause  the  minutes  I  wasted  yesterday 
are  lost  as  a  vanished  thought. 

TODAY  I  refuse  to  spend  time  worry¬ 
ing  about  what  might  happen.  I  am 
going  to  spend  my  time  making  things 
happen. 

TODAY  I  am  determined  to  study  to 
improve  myself,  for  tomorrow  I  may 
be  needed,  and  I  must  not  be  found 
lacking. 

TODAY  I  begin  by  doing,  and  not  wast¬ 
ing  my  time.  In  one  week  I  will  be 
miles  beyond  the  person  lam  today. 

TODAY  I  will  not  imagine  what  I 
would  do  if  things  were  different. 
They  are  not  different.  I  will  make  a 
success  with  what  material  I  have. 

TODAY  I  will  stop  saying,  "If  I  had 
time  .  .  .”  for  I  never  will  “find  time” 
for  anything.  If  I  want  time,  I  must 
make  it. 

TODAY  I  will  act  toward  other  people 
as  though  this  will  be  my  last  day  on 
earth.  I  will  not  wait  for  tomorrow. 
Tomorrow  never  comes. 


Christmas  focus  on  Christ: 
'Where  shall  we  find  Him?’ 


Highly  significant  He  said,  “When  was  the  last  time  you 

The  chairman  of  the  Catholic  Tele-  heard  someone  say,  ‘I  am  a  member  of 
communications  Network  of  America,  the  Catholic  Church.’ People  need  to  feel 
Bishop  Louis  Gelineau  of  Providence,  Part  °f  a  larger  thing  in  society.  People 
R.I.,  recently  said  that  the  impact  of  have  been  isolated, 
satellite  communications  on  the  U.S.  But  he  denied  any  church  intentions  to 
Catholic  church  will  be  as  significant  as  “centralize”  religious  life,  saying  that 
the  introduction  of  parochial  schools.  through  narrowcasting,  the  networks 

“When  the  network  is  fully  will  be  gearing  specialized  programming 
operational,”  he  said,  “services  will  to  specific  groups,  such  as  charismatics, 
include,  television  and  radio  an<^  covering  regional  conferences  as 
programming,  teleconferencing,  well  as  parish  meetings.  And,  he  said,  the 
teleseminars,  electronic  mail,  and  parishioners  and  local  people  will 
computer-to-computer  communications,  participate  in  these  gatherings  through 
all  geared  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  their  terminals. 

church’s  demographics.”  Echoing  the  persistent  view  of  other 

The  15-month-old  National  Jewish  telecommunications  representatives 
Television  transmits  to  92  cable  systems  °ne  eye  °n  the  future,  he  insisted, 

covering  more  than  1.9  million  homes,  “We  staunchly  resist  the  image  of  that 
mostly  in  areas  with  high  Jewish  we  are  a  television  network.  We  are  a 
populations.  And  the  Mormon  Church  is  telecommunications  network,  that  is,  a 
instituting  what  is  said  to  be  the  largest  service  organization.  We’re  not  in  the 
religious  satellite  network  for  trans-  entertainment  business.” 
mitting  from  Salt  Lake  City 

headquarters  to  the  various  “stakes,”  or  Green  light  for  cable 

dioceses.  Not  everyone,  however,  focuses  on  the 

Since  October,  in  an  effort  to  spread  rosy  side  of  cable.  One  of  the  critics,  a 
the  word  of  cable  throughout  the  group  called  Morality  in  Media,  has  been 
religious  community,  the  United  Church  campaigning  against  pornography  on 
of  Christ  has  been  offering  a  three-year  cable  channels. 

program  of  regional  workshops  designed  “Cable  has  a  green  light,”  asserts  the 
to  teach  religious  leaders  and  others  how  Rev.  Morton  A.  Hill,  the  group’s  founder, 
cable  TV  functions  and  how  to  get  the  “Cable  right  now  is  projecting  the  whole 
most  use  out  of  it.”  sex  industry  into  the  living  room.” 

Inside  the  Manhattan  offices  of  the  To  those  who  counter  that  only 
Catholic  Church  network,  the  network’s  subscribers  will  tune  into  such  pay 
top  “ideas”  aide  plans  programming  for  “adult”  channels,  critics  tell  of  the  kids 
the  first  year  and  thinks  ahead  of  how  in  Detroit  and  elsewhere  who  learned 
cable  systems  will  change  religious  life.  how  to  get  the  local  pom  channel  by 
One  immediate  effect  of  cable  jiggling  the  selector  keys.  Cable  industry 
“teleconferencing,”  Michael  Hurley  said  sources  however,  point  out  that  tech- 
in  an  interview,  will  be  the  U.S.  bishops’  nology  is  rapidly  advancing  that  will 
ability  to  meet  and  make  decisions  on  prevent  that  kind  of  program  pirating, 
church  matters  as  often  as  they  wish,  not  other  religious  figures  think  the  family 
having  to  travel  to  annual  conferences.  could  benefit  from  electronic  communi¬ 
cations. 

More  tailored  programs  “It’s  a  rare  couple  that  will  read  a' book 

Through  the  anticipated  “interactive”  together,”  said  Bill  Greig,  the  president 
systems  in  homes,  he  added,  church  of  Gospel  Light  Publications,  which 
social  and  charity  agencies  can  more  plans  to  change  its  name  to  Gospel  Light 
easily  “find  out  where  the  pockets  of  Communications.  But  he  added  that  a 
poverty  are,”  and  tailor  programs  to  husband  and  wife  might  watch  several 
these  findings.  videotex  programs  on  marriage  and 

In  the  long  run,  Mr.  Hurley  predicted,  family  life  together  at  home, 
national  church  networks  could  help  “The  way  we  get  information  is  going 
solve  what  some  see  as  a  problem  having  to  change  drastically,”  he  said  while  at- 
to  do  with  the  fact  that  people  tend  not  tending  a  recent  evangelical  conference 
“to  relate  to  national  churches,  but  in  Mississippi.  “We’re  going  to  have  to 
rather  to  their  local  churches  and  confront  this  social  and  cultural  change 
dioceses.”  with  positive  alternatives.” 

Pastoral  Letters 

By  THE  REVEREND  H.  A.  HARRINGTON,  JR. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


The  weekend  of  November  12-14,  1982  the  Junior  High  Retreat  at  Camp  Caney  in 
Minden  was  held  under  the  direction  of  the  Conference  Youth  Coordinator,  the 
Reverend  L.  Patterson  Culligan.  The  turn  out  was  excellent  with  approximately  200 
youth  and  adults  attending  the  event.  This  year’s  theme  was  “We  Are  Family.” 
Workshops  dealt  with  “Getting  Along  with  Siblings”  led  by  Kathy  Thrasher  and 
Skyler  Zochart;  “Constructive  Arguing”  led  by  the  Reverend  Hulen  Warren; 
“Dealing  with  Grandparents”  led  by  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  John  Oldham;  “Dealing 
with  Death”  led  by  the  Reverend  Ed  Dilworth;  and  "Single  Parent  Households”  led 
by  Mike  Hayes.  Besides  being  a  learning  experience,  this  was  a  week¬ 
end  of  fun  and  fellowship  for  the  youth  in  the  7th  and  8th  grades.  We  would  like  to 
thank  all  those  involved  for  making  this  such  a  great  success. 


Place  Jesus  Stayed  Found 


NEW  YORK  (EP)  -  Archaeologists 
may  have  discovered  the  house  where 
Jesus  stayed  in  Capernaum,  according  to 
an  article  to  be  published  in  the  Novem¬ 
ber/December  issue  of  the  Biblical 
Archaeology  Review  In  the  topmost 
level  of  the  site,  the  Franciscan  Fathers 
who  conducted  the  excavation  found  an 
octagon-shaped  church.  In  antiquity, 
octagonal  churches  were  built  over  sites 
that  memoralized  places  of  special  im¬ 
portance  to  the  early  church. 

The  octagonal  church  in  Capernaum 
probably  marked  the  site  of  St.  Peter’s 
House,  say  James  F.  Strange  and  Her- 
shel  Shanks,  authors  of  the  article.  Dr. 
Strange  is  a  biblical  archaeologist  and 
expert  in  early  Christianity  who  teaches 
at  the  University  of  South  Florida.  Mr. 
Shanks  is  editor  of  the  Biblical  Archaeol¬ 
ogy  Review. 

According  to  implications  in  the  Gos¬ 
pels  of  Matthew  and  Mark,  Jesus  lived  in 
St.  Peter’s  house  in  Capernaum.  If  this  is 
in  fact  St.  Peter’s  house,  this  is  where 


Jesus  stayed.  Here  he  also  cured  the  par¬ 
alytic  who  was  lowered  through  the  roof 
(Mark  2). 

Beneath  the  octagonal  church,  arch¬ 
aeologists  found  a  house  that  had  been 
converted  into  a  church  in  the  mid-first 
century  A.D.  The  house  was  originally 
built  in  the  first  century  B.C.  Christian 
pilgrims  by  the  thousands  came  to  the 
house-church  and  scratched  their  mes¬ 
sages  and  signs  in  the  plaster  walls  of  the 
now- venera ted  room.  Over  100  of  these 
graffiti,  as  they  are  called,  have  sur¬ 
vived.  These  include  a  number  of  crosses 
and  messages  like  “Christ  have  mercy” 
and  “Lord  Jesus  Christ  help  thy  ser¬ 
vant.”  The  Franciscan  Fathers  believe 
they  can  read  the  name  of  Peter  in  two  of 
the  graffiti,  but  Strange  and  Shanks  are 
skeptical ;  they  cannot  see  these  letters  in 
the  almost  illegible  scratchings. 

Nevertheless,  they  argue  that  the  first- 
century  house  may  have  originally  be¬ 
longed  to  St.  Peter. 


Ethnic  Minority  Grant  for  Preacher-Teacher  Conference 


The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  has  granted  $7,500  to  support 
the  Preacher-Teacher  Conference  for 
leaders  of  small-membership  churches 
to  be  held  in  February  under  joint  spon¬ 
sorship  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
and  the  Division  of  Small-Membership 
Churches. 

The  grant  will  provide  supplemental 
funds  for  ethnic  minority  representation 
at  the  conference. 

The  large  majority  of  United  Methodist 
churches  are  small  in  membership. 
Christian  Education  is  the  core  of  their 
vitality,  with  the  pastor  filling  a  key  role 
in  teaching,  in  recruiting,  and  training 
other  leaders  in  the  church. 


Most  Hispanic,  Black,  Native  Amer¬ 
ican,  and  Asian-American  churches 
come  in  the  small-membership  category 
This  grant  enables  pastors  and  other 
leaders  from  the  ethnic  minority 
churches  to  participate  in  the  Preacher- 
Teacher  Conference,  to  see  the  role  of 
Christian  Education  and  to  increase 
their  skills  through  the  lectures,  work¬ 
shops,  and  small-group  meetings  of  the 
conference. 

The  conference  will  be  held  at  the  Glen 
Lake  Methodist  Camp  at  Glen  Rose. 
Texas,  February  21-24,  1983.  Registra¬ 
tions  are  being  received  by  the  Office  of 
Continuing  Education,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity,  Dallas,  Texas  75275,  214-692-2251. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 


Due  to  circumstances  beyond  our  control,  the  teacher  training  lesson  scheduled  for 
Tuesday,  December  7  at  7:30  p.m.,  will  be  shown  on  W4,  Channel  5  —  Not  Channel  19. 


A  new  church  school  lesson  series  entitled  “The  Age  of  Reformation”  will  begin 
December  5,  1982  and  continue  through  January  30,  1983.  The  series  will  be  a 
continuation  of  the  present  series  based  upon  Roland  H.  Bainton’s  work  “The  Church 
of  Our  Fathers.” 

Decembers  “Prelude  to  Reform” 

Bainton  —  Pages  118  to  128 
“Deadly  Sins  Invade  the  Church” 

December  12  “We  Need  a  Man" 

Bainton  —  Pages  129  to  141 
“Luther  Revolts” 

December  19  “The  Righteous  Live  By  Faith” 

Bainton  —  Pages  129  to  141  ( Repeat ) 

“Luther  Revolts”  (2nd Lesson) 

December  26  “The  Church  Against  Itself” 

Bainton  —  Pages  129  to  141  ( Repeat) 

“Luther Revolts”  (3rd Lesson) 

January  2  "Reform  in  Switzerland” 

Bainton  —  Pages  142  to  149 
“Reformers  Reformed” 

January  9  “Calvin  and  a  New  Order” 

Bainton  —  Chapter  16,  Pages  150  to  156 
“A  Chosen  People” 

January  16  “Reformation  Within" 


Bainton  —  Chapter  18  —  Pages  164  to  170 
‘  ‘Soldier  of  the  Pope” 

January  23  “Revolt  in  England" 

Bainton  —  Chapter  17  —  Pages  157  to  163 
"The  Open  Bible” 

January  30  “The  Age  of  Reason” 

Bainton  —  Chapter  20  —  Pages  183  to  189 
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‘People  to  people’  effort  affirmed 
for  building  WCC’s  credibility 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


During  a  recent  series  of  visits  with 
church  leaders  and  congregations  in  20 
U.S.  cities,  representatives  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  impressed  one  group 
of  American  hosts  as  “real  people 
wanting  to  hear  from  real  people”  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  12).  This  positive  reaction  is 
in  stark  and  welcome  contrast  to  the 
negative  image  that  is  automatically 
projected  for  many  American  Christians 
by  the  mere  mention  of  the  World 
Council’s  name. 

A  WCC  spokesman,  the  Rev.  John 
Bluck,  acknowledged  that  the 
ecumenical  movement  is  in  a  state  of 
“incredible  fragility”  today,  and  that  the 
World  Council  needs  “to  establish  its 
credentials  anew.”  The  "people  to 
people”  visits  —  involving  380  Christians 
going  to  90  countries  around  the  world  — 
represent  a  wise,  worthwhile,  and 
apparently  successful  effort  to  address 
those  problems. 

It  is  particularly  significant  that  these 
visits  are  described  as  part  of  an  overall 
effort  by  WCC  leaders  to  listen  and 
respond  to  the  concerns  of  grassroots 
church  members  in  preparation  for  the 
WCC’s  Sixth  Assembly  in  July  of  1983  in 
Vancouver,  B.C.  A  primary  criticism  of 
the  WCC  over  the  years  has  been  its 
apparent  predisposition  to  speak  and  act 
"prophetically.”  without  regard  for  the 


feelings  of  Christians  who  might  hold 
differing  opinions. 

The  current  round  of  “pastoral” 
visitations  cannot  erase  all  the 
continuing  differences  of  opinion,  or 
completely  overcome  the  alienation 
which  many  Christians  feel  toward  the 
WCC,  but  they  represent  a  positive  start. 
They  may  also  help  us  to  understand  how 
Christians  in  other  parts  of  the  world  who 
are  as  sincere  as  we  are  can  look  upon  a 
given  issue  in  ways  radically  different 
than  we  do. 

We  believe  in  what  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  is  intended  to  be:  not  a 
“super-church,"  but  a  forum  in  which 
Christian  groups  of  diverse  convictions 
and  traditions  are  brought  into  contact 
and  conversation  with  one  another.  If  the 
WCC  didn’t  exist,  biblical  teaching  would 
mandate  the  creation  of  a  similar  means 
of  sharing  ideas  and  working  cooperative¬ 
ly  across  denominational  lines. 

Since  the  WCC  already  exists,  we 
believe  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
increase  its  credibility  and  viability  as 
an  expression  of  Christian  faithfulness. 
The  ‘people  to  people”  visits  are  ideally 
suited  to  this  purpose.  They  vividly 
illustrate  that  when  people  of  faith  come 
together  our  differences  pale  in 
comparison  to  our  common  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ. 


I  PK06A6LY  PC 
MORE  WORK  THAN 
A N1POPY  IN  Odd 
CHURCH 


I  T£ACM  ACLA4#,.. 

I  uap  srupy 
COlMfc£$...I  HEAP 
TWO  COMMITTEES... 
I  IN  OUT¬ 

REACH.-  I  PROMOTE 

church  Finance 


Here  I  Stand 

Jesus  Christ  ’s  return  to  earth 
—  does  it  have  Scriptural  basis? 


DECEMBER 


By  CARL  V.  JONES 

Is  it  possible  that  the  majority  of  the 
religious  world  today  could  be  wrong  in 
their  popular,  crowd-attracting 
teachings  concerning  the  Old  Testament 
prophecies  and  the  Millennium  reign  of 
Christ  on  earth? 

Yes,  it  is  possible  that  they  could  be  wrong. 

Many  years  ago  I  became  what  I  like  to 
call  a  serious  Bible  student.  When  I 
heard  that  someone  was  billed  to  lecture 
or  preach  on  the  book  of  Revelation, 
Daniel,  or  on  the  Millennium  reign  I 
would  run  to  hear  them.  Also,  I  read 
many  books  and  articles  on  the  subject. 
Suddenly  it  dawned  on  me  that  almost  all 
of  them:  the  writers,  the  lecturers,  the 
teachers,  and  the  preachers  were  setting 
up  the  return  of  Jesus  differently.  With 
this  realization,  I  really  became  a 
serious  Bible  student. 

In  my  studies,  I  discovered  that  few 
people  of  the  nation  Israel  or  the 
religious  world,  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
Jesus,  interpreted  the  Old  Testament 
Scriptures  to  say  that  Jesus  was  the 
Messiah. 

We  have  the  New  Testament  record  of 
the  Wise  men,  the  Shepherds,  Simeon, 
and  Anna  the  prophetess  who  seem  to 
have  some  understanding  of  the  event. 


Perhaps  there  were  others  who  were  not  men¬ 
tioned,  but  they  were  in  a  minority  group. 

The  religious  world  of  that  day  missed 
the  mark.  They  placed  the  wrong  inter¬ 
pretation  on  Old  Testament  Scriptures 
concerning  the  coming  of  the  Messiah.  Is 
it  not  possible  that  the  advocates  of  the 
1000  year  reign  of  Christ  on  earth  have 
similarly  missed  the  mark?  Yes,  it  is 
possible! 

Consider  Jesus’  teachings.  He  talked 
about  many  subjects,  but  He  is  never 
reported  in  the  gospels  to  have  made  a 
single  statement  concerning  the 
Millennium  or  His  supposedly  1000  year 
reign  here  on  earth.  Neither  do  you  find 
this  subject  mentioned  in  any  of  the 
epistles.  Actually,  it  is  impossible  to  find 
a  Scripture  or  Scriptures  in  the  New 
Testament  that  state  that  Jesus  will 
ever  set  foot  upon  this  earth  again.  You 
will  find  many  Scriptures  which  say,  or 
teach,  that  Jesus  shall  appear. 

The  reason  that  Jesus  never  talked 
about  the  Millennium  reign  was  that  the 
entire  background  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
Millennium  was  Jewish  and  not 
Christian.  Jesus  was  aware  of  the 
doctrine  embraced  by  some  Jews  of  that 
day  and  He  spoke  against  them  in  the  5th 
chapter  of  John’s  gospel. 


Credibility  requires  consistency 


The  series  of  cordial  visits  between 
representatives  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  grassroots  Christians  in 
the  U.S.  had  barely  come  to  a  close  (see 
preceding  editorial)  when  the  visitors 
issued  a  statement  which  seemed  more 
likely  to  undermine  than  to  increase  the 
WCC’s  credibility. 

Following  a  brief  statement  of 
appreciation  for  U.S.  Christians,  the 
WCC  representatives  offered  a  detailed 
critique  of  what  they  believe  to  be 
uncorrected  social  problems  in  this 
country.  Showing  little  appreciation  for 
either  cultural  differences  or  the 
diversity  of  religious  traditions  in  the 
U.S.,  they  cited  “pervasive”  injustice 
and  only  "aspirin  level”  efforts  to  help 
needy  persons  as  evidences  of  failure  on 
the  part  of  American  churches  “to  put 
pressure  on  the  government  to  pursue 
acceptable  social  policies.” 

The  statement’s  audacity  was  topped 
off  by  an  accusing  question:  “Are  you 
afraid  to  change  the  system  because  you 
are  so  much  part  of  the  system 
yourselves  with  your  wealth,  affluence, 
and  your  great  investment  in  property?” 

We  do  not  suggest  that  either  the  U.S. 
government  or  U.S.  churches  should  be 
above  criticism.  However,  this  “parting 
shot”  from  the  World  Council 
representatives  seems  both  inconsistent 
with  the  relational  principles  the  WCC 
usually  advocates,  and  at  odds  with  the 
stated  purpose  of  their  visit.  It  reveals  a 
grossly  distorted  perception  on  their  part 
of  the  U.S.  as  a  society  divided  into  only 
two  groups  —  “the  rich”  and  “the  poor.” 
It  then  proceeds  from  that  assumption  to 
paint  a  portrait  of  all  American 
Christians  with  the  same  broad  brush: 


persons  who  are  more  loyal  to  their 
economic  interests  and  social  class  than 
they  are  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Those  stereotypes  undoubtedly  fit 
some  American  Christians  and  their 
churches,  but  they  overlook  our  great 
diversity,  and  they  utterly  ignore  the  fact 
that  millions  of  American  Christians 
daily  attempt  to  relate  their  faith  to  the 
problems  of  society.  Coming,  as  some  erf 
the  representatives  do,  from  countries 
with  far  less  tolerance  for  diversity,  and 
where  churches  are  almost  altogether 
silent  on  social  issues,  they  appear  to 
have  forgotten  Jesus’  suggestion  that  we 
should  remove  the  log  from  our  own  eyes 
before  concentrating  on  the  splinter  in 
our  neighbor’s  eye. 

It  would  appear  that  the  WCC 
representatives,  during  their  last  few 
hours  together,  forgot  the  “pastoral” 
purpose  of  their  visit,  and  resorted  to  the 
familiar  patterns  of  thought  and  action 
which  have  alienated  so  many  Christians 
in  years  past. 

If  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
sincerely  desires  to  alter  its  negative 
image  among  many  American 
Christians  —  and  we  believe  it  does  — 
then  future  statements  during  “people  to 
people”  visits  need  to  be  appropriate  to 
the  stated  purpose  of  the  visit. 
Judgmental  statements  issued 
unilaterally  by  the  parting  guests  will 
inevitably  widen  the  gaps  their  visits  are 
designed  to  overcome.  A  creative 
alternative  consistent  with  the  stated 
purpose  of  the  “people  to  people”  visits 
would  be  a  statement  drafted  jointly  by 
the  visitors  and  their  hosts  which  reflects 
the  concerns  and  insights  of  both. 

My  Witness 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Letter  of  the  law  should  be 
closer  to  the  spirit  of  the  law 


To  the  Editor: 

It  appears  interpretation  of  church  law 
is  following  the  example  of  civil  law 
interpretation.  In  the  attempt  to  be  true 
to  the  “letter”  of  the  law  the  “spirit  of  the 
law"  is  violated.  Iam  referring  to  the 
article  in  the  Nov.  5  issue  of  the  Reporter 
headlined  “No  prohibition  against 
conference  placing  homosexual 
minister.” 

If  there  is  nothing  in  the  526  pages  of 
church  law  prohibiting  the  appointment 
of  persons  with  “same  sex  orientation,” 
the  General  Conference  of  1984  should  be 
made  up  of  delegates  committed  to 
correcting  the  problem.  It  ought  to  be  a 
matter  of  bringing  the  letter  of  the  law 
closer  to  the  spirit  of  the  law. 

Joe  L.  Marine 

Knoxville,  Tennessee 

1984  General  Conference 
will  answer  ’80  questions 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  my  privilege  to  attend,  as  an 
observer,  the  1980  General  Conference  in 
Indianapolis.  Then  and  now  there 
seemed  to  be  two  lines  of  thinking  on  the 
actions  taken  and  not  taken  by  that  body 
regarding  the  ordination  and 
appointment  of  homosexual  persons.  One 
side  felt  that  the  conference  did  not  wish 
to  exclude  “gays”  from  the  ordained 
ministry  and  thus  left  the  issue  rather 
open-ended.  Another  group  seemed  to 
feel  the  Disciplinary  language  drafted  on 
the  question  was  strong  enough  to  prevent 


Our  call:  commitment  to  struggle 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Scott  Tyra  and  the 
Reporter's  editor,  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III,  have  corresponded  periodically 
during  the  past  several  years,  and 
several  of  Mr.  Tyra's  letters  have  been 
shared  with  Reporter  readers  because  of 
the  way  in  which  they  have  epitomized 
the  struggle  many  young  people  face  in 
their  pilgrimage  of  faith. 
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In  his  initial  letter.  Mr.  Tyra  spoke  of 
the  'feeling  that  "I'm  not  losing  touch 
with  God,  but  the  church  seems  to  be 
losing  touch  with  me."  He  later  wrote 
that  he  had  decided  that  he  should 
remain  within  the  church,  even  if  he 
could  not  condone  many  of  the  attitudes 
and  actions  he  observed  there. 

In  his  most  recent  epistles,  Mr.  Tyra 
has  written  about  what  it  means  to  be 
"called."  including  indications  of  a 
"continuing flirtation  with  the  ministry," 
and  an  expression  of  concern  that  many 
young  ministers  and  seminarians  with 
whom  he  has  talked  seem  unclear  of 
" what  call  brought  them  to  where  they 
are." 

As  in  the  past,  we  will  be  pleased  to 
forward  personal  responses  to  Mr.  Tyra 
from  readers  of  the  Reporter. 

By  SCOTT  TYRA 

Francis  of  Assisi  was  born  800  years 
ago  this  year. 

I’m  thinking  of  getting  a  home 
computer. 

These  things  aren’t  unrelated,  you 
know.  Computers  and  St.  Francis 
represent  very  authentic,  honest  parts  of 
me.  I  long  for  a  simple,  mystical,  glow- 
to-the-face  faith.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
the  future  —  complete  with  all  its 
technological  promise  and  scariness  — 
absolutely  fascinates  me.  I  can’t  wait  to 
see  what’s  coming! 

Are  these  two  sides  of  me  ultimately 
contradictory9  I  sometimes  feel  like  I’m 
walking  straddling  a  crack  in  the  earth, 
and  the  crack  is  getting  slowly  but  surely 
wider.  Someday  I’ll  have  to  jump  to  one 
side  or  the  other,  or  else  I’ll  just  fall  in. 

Choose.  Choose  this  world.  Choose  the 
next.  Choose  faith,  choose  knowledge. 
Choose  Christ.  Choose  Einstein. 

Do  I  have  to  choose?  Robert  Frost 
wrote,  “Two  roads  diverg'd  in  a  yellow 
wood,  and  sorry  I  could  not  travel  both 
and  be  one  traveler  ...”  I  see  two  roads. 
But  I  don't  see  where  they  end.  Maybe 
they  end  in  the  same  place. 

In  fact.  I'm  sure  they  do.  I  can  walk 
with  one  foot  in  the  monastery  and  one  in 
the  cosmos.  Indeed.  I  must.  Christ  isn’t  a 
first  century  (or  even  a  twelfth  century) 
phenomenon,  irrelevant  to  this  "high- 
tech”  world.  But  I  can’t  (and  won’t)  have 
a  faith  that  asks  me  to  put  aside  what  I 
know  or  have  the  ability  to  discover. 

Well,  all  I’ve  done  so  far  is  to  state  a 


truism.  Christ  belongs  in  this  age,  and 
faith  can’t  be  intellectually  barren.  So? 
My  problem  is  that  this  is  easier  said 
than  done.  Faith  and  knowledge  don’t 
seem  to  fit  together  very  easily.  Faith  is 
supposed  to  be  simple,  childlike.  Faith  is 
assured.  Knowledge  is  relative, 
ambiguous,  incomplete. 

Faith  says  I  should  want  to  be  sure.  My 
mind  tells  me  I  can’t  be.  It  may  be  that 
my  call  is  simply  to  keep  this  dichotomy 
from  tearing  me  apart.  But  I  look  for 
more.  I  have  no  desire  to  go  through  life 
perplexed  and  confused.  I  want  a  faith, 
and  I  (this  is  arrogant)  want  to  help 
define  a  faith  for  others  that  points  to  a 
Christianity  relevant  to  the  21st  century. 

I  will  not  turn  my  back  on  the  good 
things  (or  the  evils)  of  this  age.  I  will 
have  the  cosmos. 

And  my  faith.  I’ll  take  St.  Francis  and 
Albert  Einstein  as  heroes.  Both  of  them. 


homosexual  ordinations  and  a  separate 
resolution  was  deemed  neither  desirable 
nor  necessary. 

This  ambiguity  was  part  of  the  reason 
that  the  executive  session  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference  appealed 
Bishop  Melvin  Wheatley’s  ruling  that 
annual  conferences  have  the  right  to 
ordain  persons  of  “same-sex 
preference.”  Thus,  what  the  United 
Methodist  Judicial  Council  has  now 
concluded  is  not  nearly  so  significant  as 
the  fact  that  they  heard  the  question  at 
all  and  ruled  on  it. 

At  last  the  question  is  clearly  in  focus. 
Those  who  believe  the  1980  General 
Conference  did  not  wish  to  prohibit 
“gay”  ordination  will  now  have  that 
theory  tested  in  1984.  Those  who  felt 
existing  Disciplinary  language  to  be 
strong  enough  now  know  better.  The 
actions  in  Colorado  over  the  past  year 
were  not  simply  those  of  a  maverick 
bishop  way  out  West  (as  some  have  said 
and  supposed).  They  were  a  course  that 
any  of  our  episcopal  leaders  could  have 
legally  charted. 

So  now  we  move  on  to  1984,  Baltimore, 
and  a  bicentennial  hopefully  worthy  of 
the  term  “celebration." 

J.  L.  Penfold 
Eaton,  Colorado 

‘Holy  Writ’ is  law 
beyond  the  Discipline 

To  the  Editor; 

This  is  in  response  to  the  article 
headlined  “No  prohibition  against 
conference  placing  homosexual 
minister”  (UMR,  Nov.  5). 

Perhaps  the  “supreme  court”  of  the 
United  Methodist  denomination  can  only 
rule  on  the  law  as  written  in  the  UMC’s 
Book  of  Discipline  —  and  perhaps  these 
disciplines  are  not  detailed  enough  for 
our  promiscuous,  modem  society ;  but  be 
it  known  God  in  His  Holy  Writ  has  well 
detailed  the  qualifications  of  a  minister 
in  II  Timothy  3:7:  “he  must  be  of  good 
report  of  them  who  are  outside.” 

The  Scripture  states:  “But  the  natural 
man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit 
of  God;  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him, 
neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they 
are  spiritually  discerned. ”  ( I  Cor.  2:14). 
The  Scripture  excludes  a  practicing 
homosexual  from  God’s  true  church  (the 
saved)  since  it  states  that  no  such  person 
will  inherit  the  Kingdom  of  God  (I  Cor. 
6:9).  It  also  states  that  homosexuals 
have  been  given  over  to  vile  affections 
and  a  reprobate  mind  (Romans  2). 
Surely  in  our  wildest  stretch  of  the 
imagination  we  cannot  allow  such  a 
person  to  serve  the  church  as  our 
spiritual  guide.  The  lambs  and  sheep  are 
to  be  fed,  not  slaughtered. 

When  Christ  was  confronted  by  Satan, 
He  said:  “It  is  written  ...”  God  forbid 
that  we  should  do  less. 

Tharon  E.  Connally 
Burleson,  Texas 


I've  tried  to  resist  the  urge  to  claim  a 
Big  Truth  in  this  little  essay.  The 
struggle  I  describe  is  mine  —  for  all  I 
know,  most  of  you  may  have  already 
figured  this  out.  But  I  do  want  to  hint  at 
one  larger  thought.  The  church  faces  this 
same  struggle,  and  it  is  one  we  simply 
cannot  be  frightened  of.  Are  we  afraid  of  coverage  affirmed 
what  is  to  come  in  this  world? 

Sometimes  I  think  we  look  so  hard  for  a  To  the  Editor 


UMR’s  Mississippi 


Second  Coming  because  we’re  afraid 
that  there  isn't  a  place  for  God  in  a  world 
of  thinking  computers,  test-tube  babies, 
space  colonies  etc.  But  we  have  no 
choice.  We  must  speak  of,  and  for,  God  in 
that  world  to  come.  If  we  as  a  church  ask 
people  to  choose  faith  by  denying  the 
very  realities  of  the  world  they  live  in, 
then  we  are  doomed  to  failure. 

I  have  no  choice  —  I  must  be 
committed  to  this  struggle.  That,  I  am 
convinced,  is  my  call,  even  though  I  am 
still  not  completely  sure  what  it  means. 
But  in  a  sense,  this  is  everyone’s  call, 
isn’t  it?  We  all  need  St.  Francis  and 
Einstein  —  the  monastery  and  the 
computer. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor.  Scott  Tyra, 
is  a  member  of  the  Washington  Park 
UMC  in  Denver.  Colorado  (Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference). 


Thank  you  for  your  excellent  reporting 
of  the  controversy  surrounding  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  involvement  in  the 
Carthan  case  in  Mississippi.  All  of  your 
articles  on  this  matter  have  been 
objective  and  informative,  and  that  is  a 
great  service  to  the  church  at  large. 

Regarding  the  reinstatement  and 
reassignment  of  the  three  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  staff  persons  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  19),  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
crucial  issue  is  whether  or  not  these  staff 
persons  are  committed  to  policies  and 
procedures  required  by  the  legislation  of 
the  General  Conference.  Simply  changing 
assignments  doesn’t  necessarily  mean 
correcting  a  style  of  operation  which  our 
Judicial  Council  called  a  violation  of 
church  law. 

No  one  wants  any  pulling  back  from 
“justice  ministries.”  However,  a  very 
small  group  of  people  cannot  possibly 
have  access  to  such  superior  wisdom  that 
they  can  decide  in  the  name  of  the  entire 


United  Methodist  Church  what  “justice" 
is  and  is  not. 

Slogans  and  generalizations  about 
“racism”  and  “white  power  structure" 
are  effective  emotional  triggers.  Facts 
and  real  evidence  are  another  matter. 
Maybe  we  need  a  study  on  the  justice 
ministry  of  discerning  between  the  two. 

Lavelle  Woodrick 

Starkville,  Mississippi 

Ban  of  beer  ads 
on  TV  encouraged 

To  the  Editor: 

The  settings  are  pretty.  The  people  are 
well  dressed.  They  are  obviously  happy 
and  in  complete  command  of  their 
faculties  as  they  are  enjoying  a  drink  of 
beer  with  their  friends.  These  are  the 
beer  advertisements  as  seen  on 
television. 

But  the  picture  I  have  seen  in  real  life 
is  not  so  delightful.  Two  young  men  who 
were  alcoholics  lived  across  the  street 
from  me.  It  was  beer  that  they  drank. 
They  could  not  keep  jobs.  They 
frequently  had  their  water  or  gas  turned 
off  because  they  couldn’t  pay  their  bills. 
From  time  to  time  one  or  the  other  had  a 
sojourn  in  jail  because  he  couldn’t  pay 
the  fine  incurred  as  a  result  of  some 
alcohol-related  offense. 

One  of  them  came  to  my  house  at  times 
when  he  was  so  drunk  that  he  could 
.  hardly  stand  up  and  his  speech  was  so 
slurred  that  it  was  difficult  to  understand 
him. 

I  strongly  believe  that  beer 
advertisements  on  television  should  be 
banned. 

Marcella  Clayton 

Roswell,  New  Mexico 

Change  in  Social 
Principles  urged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  believe  that  many  United  Methodists 
are  coming  to  the  realization  that 
abortion  is  a  sin  against  God  and  the 
children  of  God.  What  is  at  stake  are 
large  and  far-reaching  issues.  Among  the 
issues  that  flow  from  this  question  are 
biblical  authority,  the  conception  of  the 
nature  of  children  of  God  as  made  in  His 
image  and  likeness,  and  all  that  flows 
from  those  considerations. 

This  year  parents  received  the  right  to 
deny  medical  treatment  to  a  newborn 
because  they  feared  he  might  be 
mentally  retarded.  In  Europe,  two  books 
have  recently  been  published  on 
assisting  the  elderly  to  commit  suicide. 
We  have  opened  a  Pandora’s  box.  If  any 
one  human  life  can  be  destroyed  for  the 
“well-being”  of  another  (not  survival) 
then  where  and  how  do  we  stop  people 
from  being  destroyed  by  the  state  for  the 
“well-being"  of  the  state?  Russia  and 
Germany  have  demonstrated  how  far 
this  kind  of  thinking  can  carry  us.  Once 
the  dignity  of  the  human  being  is 
divorced  from  the  God  who  creates  us, 
we  are  subject  to  actions  based  on  the 
“well-being”  of  the  strong  and  the 
elimination  of  the  weak. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the  1984  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  will  do 
something  about  our  church’s  Social 
Principles’  statement  on  abortion.  The 
way  it  reads  now  is  inherently 
contradictory  and  wishy-washy.  I  had 
rather  the  church  say  nothing  than 
demonstrate  such  illogical  amorality.  If 
any  other  social  issue  were  used  in  place 
of  abortion  it  would  be  comical.  Try  it  on 
with  racial  discrimination,  slavery,  or 
just  plain  old-fashioned  murder  and  the 
statement  sounds  ludicrous:  We  are 
against  it  but  if  you  think  it  through  and 
want  to  do  it,  it  is  all  right  with  us  —  ye 
Gods! 

Paul  H.  Wragg 

Greenwood,  Delaware 


Carl  Jones 
Instead  of  outright  rebuttal  of  their 
belief  in  the  Millennium  reign,  Jesus 
spoke  of  the  only  two  resurrections,  other 
than  His  own,  that  are  taught  in  the  New 
Testament.  (1)A  spiritual  resurrection, 
and  (2)  a  bodily  resurrection. 

He  was  speaking  of  a  spiritual 
resurrection  from  being  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins  when  He  said, 
“Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  the  hour 
is  coming,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead 
shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God; 
and  they  that  hear  shall  live.”  (John  5:25 
KJV).  Meaning  that  salvation  was  avail¬ 
able  through  Him  at  that  time.  He  had 
the  power  to  forgive  sins.  Also,  salvation 
would  continue  to  be  available  until  the 
end  of  time,  through  the  Holy  Spirit. 

:  He  was  speaking  of  a  bodily 
resurrection  when  He  said,  “Marvel  not 
at  this:  for  the  hour  is  coming,  in  the 
which  all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear 
his  voice,  and  shall  come  forth;  they  that 
have  done  good,  unto  the  resurrection  of 
life;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto 
the  resurrection  of  damnation”  (John 
5:28-29  KJV). 

Jesus  totally  demolished  any  thought 
or  doctrine  of  two  resurrections  with  a 
1000  year  reign  on  earth  between  them 
with  these  statements. 

Jesus  included  the  good  and  the  bad  in 
the  same  bodily  resurrection.  It  was  an 
inclusive  statement,  “all  that  are  in  the 
graves  .  .  .  shall  come  forth  ...”  No  if  s 
or  maybe’s,  a  plain,  easy  to  understand 
statement.  It  was  an  inclusive  statement 
concerning  rewards:  some  to  the 
“resurrection  of  life”  and  some  to  the 
“resurrection  of  damnation.” 

The  bread  of  life 

In  the  6th  chapter  of  John’s  gospel, 
Jesus  gave  the  great  discourse  on  the 
bread  of  life.  Many  of  his  followers  “went 
back,  and  walked  no  more  with  him” 
(John  6:66  KJV).  They  left  Him  for  two 
reasons:  (1)  because  He  said  He  was  the 
bread  of  life  that  came  down  from 
heaven,  and  (2)  because  He  said  three 
times  that  the  resurrection  would  be  on 
the  last  day  ( Verses  39, 44, 54) . 

Now,  if  the  words  of  Jesus  are  true, 
how  can  this  earth  and  the  people  on  it 
exist  for  1000  years  after  the  last  day? 

The  apostle  Paul  talked  much  about 
the  appearing  of  Jesus,  but  said 
nothing  about  Him  reigning  1000  years  on 
earth.  Why?  Perhaps  it  was  because  he 
was  raised  a  Jew  and  knew  about  their 
beliefs,  and  knew  they  did  not  correspond 
with  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 

The  “1000  year  reign”  is  mentioned  in 
Revelation  20:4,  but  it  does  not  say  that 
the  reign  will  take  place  here  on  earth. 
The  verse  does  tell  us  who  shall  be 
involved.  .  lit  :  ilm 

Prophecies  fulfilled 

The  prophecies  of  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah  and  what  should  happen  to  Him 
were  fulfilled  in  Jesus.  It  is  stated  in  1st 
Thessalonians:  “For  the  Lord  himself 
shall  descend  from  heaven  with  a  shout, 
with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  with  the 
trump  of  God:  and  the  dead  in  Christ 
shall  rise  first:  then  we  which  are  alive 
and  remain  shall  be  caught  up  together 
with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord 
in  the  air:  and  so  shall  we  ever  be  with 
the  Lord”  (I  Thess.  4:16, 17  KJV). 

Many  have  read,  “The  dead  in  Christ 
shall  rise  first,”  and  have  said,  “The 
dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first,  then  1000 
years  later  the  evil  dead  shall  be  raised.” 
This  Scripture  does  not  teach  that.  It 
teaches  that  when  the  dead  in  Christ  are 
raised,  the  believers  in  Christ,  which  are 
living  on  earth  at  that  time,  will  rise  with 
them  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air  —  not 
here  on  earth. 

It  seems  that  there  are  as  many 
different  opinions  concerning  the 
Millennium  as  there  are  congregations. 
As  I  pass  by  many  church  buildings  and 
see  their  church  signs  which  state 
“Fundamental  —  Pre-Millennium,”  I 
wonder  how  they  can  possibly  use  the  two 
words  together. 

“ Here  I  Stand  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Carl  V.  Jones,  is 
Parish  of  the  Rogersville  Parish  in 
Rogersville,  Tennessee  (Holston 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double- 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  UMR,  P.O.  Box  22107 f, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 


Gilmore  Delgado  did.  So  have 
2,000  other  United  Methodists 
who  want  to  help  new  churches 
grow.  Find  out  how  you  can  join 
them.  Wri{e  today: 

Nova  A.  Langston 
UMDF,  Room  303-F 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che  Upper  Room  alive  new  I  Christian  homc 
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Evangelism,  telecast  ‘firsts’  go  together 

Good  News  for  6 hungry 9  urged  Satellite  TV  network  launched 


By  HOY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH  —  Four  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishops  last  week  called  together  one 
of  the  largest  groups  of  UM  ministers 
ever  assembled  and  issued  a  stirring 
•challenge  to  multiply  their  efforts  to 
share  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
communities  filled  with  people  who  are 
•  “hungry”  to  hear  it. 

For  the  1,700  ministers  who  traveled  up 
to  700  miles  to  pack  First  UMC  here  on 
Thanksgiving  Eve,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  their  bishops  believe  their 
performance  in  evangelism  leaves 
something  to  be  desired. 

“I  have  found,”  said  Bishop  Louis  W. 
Schowengerdt  of  the  Northwest  Texas- 
New  Mexico  Area,  “that  95  percent  of  our 
.time  as  ministers  is  spent  on 
sanctification  .  .  .  helping  the  people 
already  in  our  congregations  to  grow  in 
the  faith. 

More  time  on  outreach  urged 

“But  Methodism  always  has  stood  for  a 
vital  balance  between  that  and 
justification,  which  is  reaching  people 
.  for  the  first  time  with  the  Gospel. " 

Bishop  Schowengerdt,  who  received  a 
standing  ovation  at  the  end  of  his 
challenge,  exhorted  the  ministers  to 
divide  their  time  equally  between 
nurturing  members  and  reaching  people 
•beyond  the  “four  walls  of  the  church.  " 

.  The  bishops'  highly  unusual  24-hour 
meeting  was  not  a  last-ditch  membership 
effort  in  a  denomination  that  has 
suffered  a  1.5-million-member  Joss 
during  the  past  14  years,  said  Bishop 
Finis  Crutchfield  of  the  Houston  Area 
;  He  pointed  out  that  the  seven  annual 

•  conferences  of  New  Mexico  and  Texas  — 
presided  over  by  the  four  bishops  — 
together  have  experienced  growth  for  the 

.  past  three  years.  Last  year,  the  net  gain 

•  was  5,500  members  while  the 
denomination  as  a  whole  lost  67,000.  One 

•  of  every  12  United  Methodists  in  the 

•  nation  now  resides  in  this  two-state  area. 

The  reason  for  such  a  dramatic 
emphasis  on  evangelism,  Bishop 
Crutchfield  said,  is  that  millions  of 
unchurched  persons  are  not  hearing  the 
Christian  Gospel  at  a  time  it  is  needed  for 
this  society  "maybe  more  than  formerly." 

The  previously-planned  event  occurred 
one  week  after  the  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops  unanimously  issued  a 
“Call  to  Commitment’’  toward 
evangelism,  church  growth  and  spiritual 
formation  (see  Reporter,  Nov.  26). 

Bishop  Crutchfield  told  the  Reporter 
that  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  church  in 
every,  region  of  the  country  could  not 
similarly  call  together  and  then  send 
forth  its  “army"  of  ministers.  The  event 
here  did  not  promote  a  regional  or 
cultural  brand  of  evangelism,  he  said. 

“We  had  no  slogans  or  gimmicks  or 
handed-down  programs  here  for 
ministers  to  support."  he  said.  "And 
participants  in  the  gathering  didn’t  take 
home  a  simple  ’how  to  do  it’  pamphlet. 


Each  of  you  must  decide  how  best  to 
witness  to  your  faith. "  Bishop 
Crutchfield  said. 

Each  minister  has  to  develop  a  style  of 
evangelism  with  which  she  or  he  feels 
comfortable.  Bishop  Schowengerdt  said. 
"My  hope  is  that  each  minister  will  go 
from  here  and  witness  to  the  Gospel 
according  to  his  or  her  own 
understanding." 

The  spark  for  life-changing 
evangelism  already  exists  in  United 
Methodist  ministers,  the  bishop  said.  He 
said  his  plea  to  the  ministers  is  the  same 
as  Paul’s  to  Timothy  when  he  said : 

"I  am  reminded  of  your  sincere  faith 
...  I  remind  you  to  rekindle  the  gift  of 


go  into  all  the  world,  not  just  the  well- 
known  places.”  said  Bishop  Ernest  T 
Dixon  Jr.  of  the  San  Antonio  Area 

•  In  the  midst  of  the  growing  appeal  in 
America  of  world  religions,  the  focus  of 
United  Methodist  evangelism  must 
remain  on  Jesus. 

•  As  soon  as  a  person  makes  a 
profession  of  faith,  the  work  of 
sanctification  —  becoming  a  mature 
disciple  —  must  begin  through  such 
means  as  new  member  orientation  classes. 

•  An  invitation  should  be  extended  at 
the  end  of  each  worship  service  so 
persons  can  be  called  tn  profess  their 
faith  and  become  Christian  disciples, 
said  the  Rev.  Zan  Holmes  Jr.,  one  of  the 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH  —  Old-time  evangelism 
and  new-fangled  communications 
technology  linked  up  here  Nov.  23.  but 
planners  acknowledged  not  knowing 
where  all  the  message  went  and  who  was 
out  there  to  receive  it. 

What  is  known  is  who  sent  the 
message.  It  was  the  denomination’s 
newest  communications  entity,  the 
Wesleyan  Satellite  Network  —  known  as 
WSNet  for  short. 

WSNet  elected  its  organizing  board  of 
trustees  earlier  that  day,  including 
pastors  and  leading  lay  persons  from 
some  of  United  Methodism's  largest 


showing  WSNet’s  name,  address  and 
phone  number,  the  new  network’s 
officials  attempted  to  establish  a 
•  feedback  loop."  By  calls,  letters  and 
other  viewer-initiated  contacts,  the  real 
and  potential  audiences  can  be 
identified,  officials  say. 

The  new  network  has  enough  cash  or 
pledges  in  hand  to  cover  its  first 
production  costs,  according  to  its  chief 
executive  officer,  the  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Robertson.  But  no  more  production  can 
be  attempted  until  the  trustees  meet  in 
February  to  complete  a  constitution  and 
charter,  budget,  and  to  plan  next  steps 

Mr.  Robertson  estimated  that  the 
production  would  have  cost  five  times 


FORT  WORTH  —  More  than  1,700  United  Methodist  ministers  crowded 
the  First  UMC  sanctuary  here  for  the  unprecedented  “Bishops’  Call  to 
Evangelism”  for  the  states  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico.  Above,  Bishop 
Schowengerdt  preaches  as  the  event  is  telecast. 

REPORTER  PHOTOS  BY  CHARLES  CHAMBERS 


God  that  is  within  you  ...  for  God  did  not 
give  us  a  spirit  of  timidity  but  a  spirit  of 
pow  er  and  love  and  self-control." 

The  bishop  asked  the  ministers  to  “get 
in  touch"  with  the  time  when  they  heard 
“the  call  to  preach"  —  the  time  when  it 
seemed  so  important  to  share  the  Good 
News— and  to  rekindle  that  enthusiasm.” 

Bishop  John  Russell  of  the  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area  said  that  “if  we  believe  we 
are  managers  of  decline,  that’s  what 
we’ll  be.  But  what  if  we  perceive  that  the 
fields  are  w  hite  unto  harvest? 

“What  if  we  believe  the  secular  world 
is  ready  for  a  mainline  denomination 
that  preaches  a  sound,  reasoned, 
evangelical  faith?" 

According  to  the  bishops  United  Meth¬ 
odist  evangelism  should  not  involve  just 
a  superficial,  emotional  appeal.  Several 
characteristics  are  important: 

•  The  message  concentrates  on 
sharing  the  Good  News. 

•  Jesus'  Great  Commission  “calls  us  to 


workshop  leaders. 

The  Rev.  Charles  W.  Williams  who 
helped  the  bishops  organize  the 
evangelism  event  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  intent  was  to  rekindle  the  same  sense 
of  urgency  about  evangelism  today  that 
the  early  church  had  and  to  motivate 
preachers  “to  enable  the  laity  in  a  vital 
witness  for  Christ.  There  is  no  question  in 
my  mind  but  that  the  laity  are  ready  for 
this  and  will  respond  when  the  ministers 
give  leadership,  "  he  said. 

Spiritual  climate  could  change 

“Anybody  with  eyes  can  see  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  moving  across  the  world 
and  in  our  church  today  .  .  .  You  1,700 
ministers  come  from  nearly  every 
community  of  these  two  states.  We  are 
an  army  that  could  -  if  we  would  — 
change  the  moral  and  spiritual  climate 
of  this  whole  region."  Bishop  Crutchfield 
said  as  he  sent  the  hundreds  of  ministers 
back  to  their  parishes. 


FORT  WORTH — The  Rev.  Dan  Solomon  of  San  Antonio  and  Judy  Jordan, 
on  a  TV  set  next  door,  confer  with  director  Richard  La  boon,  in  preparation 
for  the  initial  production  by  the  Wesleyan  Satellite  Network.  Ms.  Jordan  and 
Roy  Eaton  provided  commentary  during  the  service  usually  called  “dead 
time”  in  TV  terms. 


churches  which  happen  to  be  clustered  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico. 


Rode  event’s  coat-tails 

WSNet  then  rode  the  coat-tails  of  an 
unprecedented  event  and,  as  its  initial 
production,  televised  live  via  satellite  the 
evening  worship  service  from  the  two- 
state-area  “Bishops’  Call  to  Evange¬ 
lism"  (see  related  story). 

WSNet  officials  estimate  it  cost  up  to 
$10,000  to  send  this  first  hour's 
production  out  of  the  sanctuary  and  TV 
studio  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
here  via  microwave  to  a  local 
commercial  station.  Then  the  message 
went  to  a  satellite  "uplink"  ground 
sjation,  to  the  satellite  itself  where  one 
hour's  time  had  been  purchased  for  $650, 
then  back  to  cable  systems  across  North 
America. 

With  an  animated  cartoon  “logo”  or 
identification  symbol  and  with  a  “spot” 


Zimbabwe  bishop  praises  controversial  funding 

World  Council  grants  to  Africa  defended 

v  \ai  i  TiinnvE'i  utv  ....  ..  ^ .  . .  .  . 


that  much  —  “you  can  figure  on  $1,000 
per  minute"  —  had  it  not  been  for  the  no- 
charge  use  of  First  Church’s  facilities 
and  its  volunteer  crew  which  is 
accustomed  to  beaming  the  church's 
Sunday  morning  services  over  a  nine- 
state  area. 

The  Wesleyan  Satellite  Network  has 
grown  out  of  an  ad  hoc  meeting  in 
February  by  pastors  of  some  of  the 
largest  churches  in  United  Methodism's 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  They 
discovered  that  many  of  them  are 
already  in  the  television  business, 
mainly  through  regular  local  or  area 
transmissions  of  their  Sunday  worship 
services.  But  they  agreed  that  television 
specifically  —  and  other  kinds  of 
telecommunications  —  held  too  much 
potential  for  the  denomination  not  to  be 
methodically  moving  into  those  areas. 

A  planning  committee  of  three 
ministers  from  that  meeting,  working 
with  Mr.  Robertson  and  the  Media 


Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Communications  Council  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico,  which  he  heads,  drew  up 
the  network  proposal.  More  than  40  of  the 
most  influential  clergy  and  laypersons 
in  the  two-state  area  agreed  to  serve  as 
trustees,  and  that  group  was  elected  en 
masse  here  Nov.  23. 

Support  society  organized 

Even  before  the  Wesleyan  Satellite 
Network  was  formally  organized  it  had  a 
support  group  known  as  the  WSNet 
Society.  Its  chairperson  is  the  Rev.  Don 
Benton  of  Lovers  Lane  UMC  in  Dallas, 
and  it  intends  to  support  the  network  via 
paid  memberships,  a  newsletter,  and  in 
other  ways  yet  to  be  determined. 

The  skilled  volunteer  TV  production 
crew  alternated  among  three  cameras 
strategically  and  permanently  placed 
inside  the  packed  sanctuary  as  Bishop 
Louis  W.  Schowengerdt  of  the  Northwest 
Texas-New  Mexico  Area  spoke  on 
"Evangelism:  A  Methodist  Heritage.” 
And,  following  a  copy  of  the  bishop’s  text, 
the  crew  tensed  noticeably  as  he  neared 
the  end  of  his  message  seemingly  with 
more  to  say  than  the  hour's  “rented" 
time  on  the  satellite  would  permit  But 
the  bishop  subtly  quickened  his  pace  and 
finished  five  seconds  short. 

In  the  control  room,  with  quiet  but  firm 
commands,  director  Richard  Laboon,  a 
member  of  First  UMC,  closed  the 
telecast.  “Kill  their  mikes,"  he  said  to 
the  floor  director  working  with  the  two 
co-hosts  in  the  church’s  multi-purpose 
fellowship  hall.  "Roll  the  credits  .  . 
stand  by  with  the  WSNet  thing  .  .  .  audio 
and  video  in  black  .  .  .  we’re  off .  .  .  that’s 
history ...” 

Write  ‘goodnight’  for  end 

And  so  it  ended  —  almost.  An  engineer 
advised  one  of  Mr.  Laboon’s  assistants 
that  the  crew  must  "write  goodnight”  to 
the  satellite  as  a  way  to  let  the  American 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.  know  that 
the  transmission  was  officially 
completed.  And  the  “goodnight” 
message  blinked  invisibly  out  into  the 
ether. 

The  network's  officers  are  the  Rev. 
Charles  Williams,  superintendent  of  the 
Houston  East  District  (Texas 
Conference),  chairperson;  Roy  J. 
Grogan,  Central  Texas  conference 
layman,  vice  chairperson;  the  Rev.  B.  C. 
Goodwin,  superintendent,  El  Paso 
District  (New'  Mexico  conference), 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  Jo  Ann  Wilshusen, 
Southwest  Texas  conference  laywoman 
-and  member  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  treasurer. 

Three  of  the  two-state-area’s  four 
active  bishops  are  on  the  WSNet  board  of 
trustees,  and  the  fourth  is  on  an  advisory 
committee  to  the  new  network.  The  host 
church’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Barry  Bailey, 
himself  a  veteran  of  televised  worship 
services,  chairs  the  network’s  finance 
committee. 
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People  in  the  news . . . 


By  W.  L.  THORKELSON 
Special  to  the  Reporter 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  An  African  bishop, 
on  a  visit  here,  strongly  defended  the 
controversial  grants  given  African 
•freedom  movements  by  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  to  combat  racism. 

.•  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel 
Muzorewa,  who  was  once  prime  minister 
of  Zimbabwe  (formerly  Rhodesia),  told 
•United  Methodist  leaders  here  they  could 
-be  proud  of  those  grants. 

“If  you  can  give  more  until  South 
•Africa  is  transformed,  well  and  good," 
.said  the  bishop,  who  now  serves  as  a 
minority  member  of  Zimbabwe’s 
parliament. 

Bishop  Muzorewa  said  black  Africans 


regard  the  grants  as  “a  wonderful  thing" 
and  that  it  is  only  in  the  West  and  in  South 
Africa  that  they  are  questioned. 

He  said  the  grants  bought  medicines, 
food  and  clothing  for  those  in  need. 

“If  the  also  bought  guns,  that  was  not  your 
fault,"  he  told  a  group  of  Minnesota  mission 
leaders  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  meet¬ 
ing  at  Lake  Harriet  Church  here. 

The  bishop  praised  the  contributions  of 
Christian  missionaries  in  Africa,  pointing 
out  that  95  percent  of  the  leaders  of 
African  countries  south  of  the  Sahara  are 
considered  products  of  the  Christian 
church. 

The  Methodist  Church,  he  said,  had 
produced  the  first  prime  ministers  of 
Zaire,  Angola,  Zimbabwe  and  Liberia. 


He  said  half  of  Zimbabwe’s  7  million 
people  are  Christians. 

Relationships  between  blacks  and 
whites  since  the  war  that  ended  a 
minority  white  control  of  Zimbabwe  have 
been  improving,  the  bishop  said.  He  said 
the  situation  there  would  have  been 
“terribly  different"  had  it  not  been  for 
the  influence  of  white  missionaries." 

“It’s  making  reconciliation  possible," 
he  said. 

Bishop  Muzorewa,  asked  about  the 
future  of  his  country,  said  he  did  not 
know  what  it  will  be,  but  noted  that  the 
inflation  rate  there  now  is  about  17  per 
cent.  He  said  the  church  in  Zimbabwe  is 
strong  and  vital  and  that  “a  tremendous 
revival"  is  taking  place  among  youth  of 


Good  Records  Stimulate  Church  Growth 
Because  Members  Like  Being  'Cared  For 


People  "go  where  they 
are  invited  and  stay  where 
they  feel  welcome."  And,  when 
it  comes  to  church  membership 
■and  attendance,  good  record¬ 
keeping  and  a  good  record¬ 
keeping  system  are  vitally  im¬ 
portant  in  helping  to  make 
people  feel  they  are  welcome 
and  that  they  are  valued, 
cared-for  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation. 

Church  and 
Sunday  School 

Names  of  those  attending 
services  of  worship  and  names 
of  those  attending  church 
school  should  be  cross-ref¬ 
erenced  so  that  those  attending 
only  one  or  the  other  can  be 
personally  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  both  events.  Record 
Book  for  Class  or  Group  (A01- 
083664,  25t  each)  can  be  used 
for  25  persons  for  two  years,  or 
50  persons  for  one  year.  For 
worship  attendance  informa¬ 
tion,  use  Attendance  Registra¬ 
tion  Forms  (A01-02269X.  S1.25 
lor  pad  of  50).  There  are  spaces 
for  names  and  addresses,  plus 
other  information. 

If  you  use  the  Family 
Household  Roll  Card  (A01- 
24756X,  $5.00  lor  100).  you  can 
regularly  or  penodically  cross¬ 
check  to  determine  whether  all 
members  of  each  family  are 
attending  services  of  worship 


and/or  church  school.  Or,  the 
same  data  is  available  from  the 
Family/Household  Roll  or  the 
Combined  Supplemental  Roll, 
used  as  part  of  the  Membership 


Record  System  for  the  Local 
Church,  available  from  Co- 
kesbury  (complete  with  binder 
and  sets .  of  all  forms,  A01- 
247403,  $60,00). 


Prodigal  Daughters 
and  Sons 

The  Commission  on 
Evangelism  or  volunteers  who 
are  committed  to  the  church 
usually  assume  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  following  up  on  visitors 
and  absentee  members. 
Keeping  a  record  of  who  was 
visited  and  when,  plus  infor¬ 
mation  gathered  and  the  rec¬ 
ommendations  resulting  from 
the  visitation  is  of  vital  impor¬ 
tance.  The  Absentee  and  Visitor 
Follow-Up  Card  (A0 1-083729. 
$3.95  per  100)  is  available  for 
this  purpose. 

And.  of  course,  a  follow¬ 
up  system  should  include  the 
mailing  of  Absentee-Invitation 
Postcards.  They  are  available 
in  a  variety  of  styles,  each  with 
space  for  a  bnef  personal 
message.  (See  pages  54  and  55 
of  Cokesbury  Church  & 
Church  School  Catalog,  25  for 
$1.35  or  100  lor  S5.)  Birthday 
and  convalescent  greeting 
postcdrds  are  available  for  the 
same  price, 


Into  the 
Church  Family 

Making  your  members 
"feel  at  home  is  one  key  to 
getting  and  keeping  new  mem¬ 
bers  of  your  congregation.  One 
good  way  is  to  get  them 
involvedl  And  you'll  find  it 
easier'  to  direct  every  person 
toward  the  group  or  activity 
they'll  most  enjoy  if  you  catalog 
their  skills  and  interests  on  the 
Talent  and  Interest  Card  (P13- 
042391.  53.50  per  100).  Remem¬ 
ber,  personal  involvement 
helps  "newcomers"  make  new 
fnends  fasti 

And  never  underestimate 
the  value  of  rewards  and 
recognition.  Cokesbury  is  your 
source  for  Church  and  Church 
Promotion  Certificates  and  At¬ 
tendance  Pins  and  for  Recog¬ 
nition  Plaques  and  Certificates 
of  Appreciation.  See  pages 
58-60  in  Cokesbury  s  Church  & 
Church  School  Catalog. 
Transportation  and  sales  tax. 

If  applicable,  extra.  * 
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the  country. 

The  first  black  woman  ordained  to  the 
ministry  of  his  church  was  a  product  of 
those  revival  meetings,  he  said. 

He  said  his  church  could  use  short-term 
missionaries,  particularly  teachers. 

The  bishop  said  “very  few"  countries 
in  Africa  are  truly  free  despite  gaining 
independence  from  colonial  rule. 
Freedom  of  speech,  he  indicated,  is 
limited  in  his  country. 

Later,  in  an  interview.  Bishop 
Muzorewa  said  one  reason  he  stays  in 
parliament  is  that  it  gives  him  a  platform 
“to  say  what  needs  to  be  said." 

“It’s  the  one  place  where  what  one 
says  must  be  printed  no  matter  what 
truth  you  say.  " 


Women  raising  funds 
to  save  church  history 


MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)  -  A  drive  to 
raise  half  the  $2.75  million  construction 
cost  of  the  United  Methodist  archives  and 
history  center  here  has  been  launched  by 
a  newly  formed  National  Women’s 
History  Committee. 

Marjorie  Tuell,  Glendale.  Calif ,  will 
head  the  effort.  The  committee  includes 
25  women  from  across  the  nation,  all  of 
them  known  widely  for  their  leadership 
in  the  denomination. 

Committee  members  are  hopeful  their 
efforts  will  help  supplant  an  image  that 
women  merely  are  assisting  the  men  in 
furthering  the  church's  mission,  and  will 
foster  a  more  inclusive  picture  of  the 


church’s  history  that  portrays  men  and 
women  working  together. 

The  committee  will  work  in 
cooperation  with  a  national  fund-raising 
effort  chaired  by  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr. 
of  Lakeland,  Fla.,  and  the  women’s 
history  committee  of  the  church's 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History. 

The  committee  will  not  only  seek  to 
raise  almost  $1.4  million.  It  will  help 
create  displays,  give  lectures,  and 
prepare  seminars  on  women’s  history  in 
the  church.  It  will  help  obtain  documents 
and  artifacts  pertaining  to  notable 
church  women. 


Congregation  aids  sick  child 

“The  spirit  of  giving  here  has  been 
overwhelming,"  said  the  Rev.  D.  L. 
Spencer,  pastor  of  the  Blue  Mountain 
United  Methodist  parish  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Trinity  UMC,  a  265-member 
congregation  in  a  two-church  parish  led 
one  of  the  area’s  most  successful  fund¬ 
raising  drives  last  month  by  collecting 
$886,000  in  six  weeks  to  aid  Jamie  Hoke 
Jamie  is  a  seven-year-old  Lebanon,  Pa. 
boy  who  suffers  from  epidermolysis  bul¬ 
losa,  a  rare  genetically-transmitted  skin 
disease  which  causes  blisters  to  erupt  on 
the  surface  of  the  skin.  The  skin  then 
cracks  and  peels  and  often  becomes 
painfully  infected. 

Jamie  first  came  to  Mr.  Spencer’s 
attention  seven  months  ago  through  a 
Trinity  parishioner,  Kathy  Boltz,  who 
asked  for  prayer  for  the  child.  “Kathy 
just  sat  in  my  kitchen  and  cried  as  she 
told  me  about  Jamie,"  Mr.  Spencer  said. 
“We  immediately  added  his  name  to  our 
church  prayer  list."  Jamie’s  family 
belong  to  another  denomination. 

In  early  October  another  laywoman, 
Rheta  Cohen  Stacy,  came  forward 
during  a  Sunday  worship  service  at 
Trinity  and  urged  the  congregation  to 
start  a  fund-raising  drive  to  send  Jamie 
to  Meichelbach.  Germany,  for 
treatment  by  biochemist  Pavel 
Kozacke.  Treatment,  according  to 
some  reports,  can  cost  up  to  $12,000  a 
month,  Mr.  Spencer  said. 

Eight  church  members  subsequently 
became  the  executives  of  the  fund 
drive.  “Our  goal  was  to  raise  $100,000  to 
pay  for  the  treatment  in  Germany  and 
to  help  with  other  costs, "Mrs.  Spencer, 
one  of  the  executives,  told  the  Reporter. 
“Jamie  has  to  go  to  the  doctor  regularly 
and  has  a  private  tutor  who  teaches  him 
lat  home  each  day.  It  is  quite  a  financial 


Jamie 

strain  on  the  family." 

But  she  and  others  felt  then- 
community  would  respond  to  the  call 
for  help.  They  were  right. 

The  fund  drive  ended  on  Sunday,  Nov. 
21,  with  a  mass  birthday  party  for 
Jamie  at  a  Lebanon  shopping  mall. 
More  than  3,000  persons  attended  the 
gala,  including  one  of  Jamie’s  sports 
favorites.  Bill  Robinson  of  the 
Philadelphia  Phillies  baseball  team. 
Local  merchants  donated  refreshments, 
advertising  and  entertainment. 

Mrs.  Spencer  said  Jamie  will  see  Dr. 
Kozacke  after  the  first  of  the  year.  She 
said  the  Hoke  family  "has  been 
overwhelmed  with  the  response  to  their 
needs.  Jamie  simply  says  “I  love  you" 
to  us  all. 

The  money,  which  has  been  put  into  a 
trust  fund,  will  be  used  for  Jamie 
Hoke’s  needs.  Excess  money  will  go  to 
aid  other  victims  of  epidermolysis 
bullosa,  Mrs.  Spencer  said. 

-  M.  GARL1NDA  BURTON  j 


14,000  UMs  request  stamp 


Marjorie  Tuell,  left,  of  Glendale,  Calif.,  and  Frances  Alguire  of  Downers 
Grove.  III.  of  the  National  Women's  History  Committee  stand  in  the  exhibit 
area  of  the  United  Methodist  archives  center  between  portraits  of  Bishop 
Philip  William  Otterbein  (1726-1813)  and  Bishop  Francis  Asburv  <1745- 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  —  Over  14,000  United 
Methodists  have  signed  petitions  calling 
on  the  U.S.  postal  service  to  issue  a 
postage  stamp  in  1984  honoring 
America's  pioneer  preachers. 

This  preliminary  total  was  announced 
by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
here  based  on  totals  reported  by  district 
superintendents  across  the 
denomination. 

The  Rev.  William  Quick  of  the  United 
Methodist  Bicentennial  Committee  told 


the  Reporter  that  he  had  written  the 
Postmaster  General  Nov.  23 
emphasizing  that  UMs  are  not  seeking  a 
“sectarian  stamp"  but  rather  one  which 
would  honor  "the  pioneer  circuit  rider 
preacher."  Dr  Quick  said  he  had  made  a 
similar  appeal  Oct.  14  to  Citizens  Stamp 
Advisory  Committee,  which  passes  its 
recommendations  on  to  the  Postal 
Service.  That  committee  last  summer 
rejected  the  circuit  rider  stamp 
proposal,  leading  to  the  mounting  of  the 
petitions  campaign. 
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Reinstated 
staff  draw 
responses 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Responses 
varied  to  the  suspension  of  three  staff 
members  of  United  Methodism’s 
national  mission  arm  and  to  their 
subsequent  reinstatement  with  a 
reprimand  and  reassignment. 

The  three  have  been  stripped  of  all 
responsibilities  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Voluntary  Service  (UMVS) 
which  has  been  at  the  center  of 
controversy  for  months  over  the  funding 
of  the  case  of  a  black,  former  mayor  of 
Tchula,  Miss. 

The  disciplinary  action  resulted  from 
division  funds  being  used  —  without 
consultation  with  Mississippi  officials  — 
to  send  representatives  of  a  dozen  UMVS 
projects  to  Mississippi  for  a  rally  and  the 
trial  of  former  Tchula  mayor  Eddie 
James  Carthan. 

Since  June  division  officials  have  given 
assurances  such  consultation  would 
occur.  (See  Reporter  Nov.  19  issue). 

The  Rev.  John  Jordan,  who  formerly 
supervised  the  mission  leadership  unit 
before  his  reassignment,  said  he  did  not 
consider  the  funds  given  to  people  from 
other  states  to  attend  the  rally  to 
constitute  funding  of  a  project  in 
Mississippi.  He  justified  the  funding  as 
“part  of  a  1982  program  priority  to  work 
against  racism.” 

‘Over-reaction,  racism’  cited 

In  a  joint  statement  released  Nov.  15, 
Mr.  Jordan  and  Sheila  Collins,  the 
reassigned  UMVS  field  worker,  termed 
the  disciplinary  action  “an  over-reaction 
to  racially  motivated  political  pressure 
on  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.” 

They  called  attention  to  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race’s 
response  (see  Reporter  Oct.  1  issue)  to 
resolutions  passed  by  North  Mississippi 
and  New  York  conferences  and 
particularly  the  warning  that  “The  new 
forms  of  racism  often  take  the  guise  of 
neutrality,  ‘regulations,’  ‘standards,’ 
even  adherence  to  the  ‘law’  itself ...  We 
would  hope  our  church  would  not  use 
laws,  guidelines  and  procedures  as  a  way 
to  further  frustrate  efforts  of  racial  and 
ethnic  minorities.” 

Bishop  voices  sadness,  hope 

Bishop  C.P.  Minnick  of  the  Jackson 
(Mississippi)  Area  said:  “My  reaction  to 
the  board’s  decision  includes  both 
sadness  and  hope  ...  It  is  obvious  that 
actions  by  certain  staff  persons  in  the 
National  Division  caused  at  least  a 
partial  breakdown  in  the  covenant 
relationship  between  the  division  and  the 
North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference. 

“But  at  the  same  time  I  feel  some  hope 
...  I  see  emerging  some  new  directions 
a  new  responsiveness,  new 
supportiverless  and  a  new  sense  of 
Christiah£omipunity.” 

The  steering  Committee  of  the  UMVS 
Advisory  Board,  in  a  statement  given  to 
the  division’s  personnel  committee,  said 
the  decision  “can  only  be  seen  as  a 
commitment  to  give  in  to  the  whites  in 
Mississippi  who  said  they  would  settle  for 
nothing  less  than  seeing  her  (Sheila 
Collins)  fired.” 

Officers  of  the  unofficial  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action  deplored  the 
“harsh  and  punitive  measures”  taken 
against  the  three  staff  members.  They, 
said  the  actions  “have  the  effect  of 
undercutting  the  strong  position  in 
support  of  the  Carthan  defense  adopted 
by  the  board.”  They  called  on  the  Global 
Ministries’  Committee  on  Institutional 
Racism  to  investigate. 

Both  the  division  chief,  the  Rev.  Rene 
Bideaux  and  Ann  Pfisterer,  division 
president,  stressed  the  reassignments 
were  administrative  actions  based 
primarily  on  lack  of  consultation.  Mrs. 
Pfisterer  said,  “There  is  no  capitulation 
to  those  opposed  to  justice  ministries.” 
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Korean  artist  depicts  abstract  Nativity 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)  —  For  the  first  time  since  1973,  Christmas  cards  will  be  available  this  year  from 
Intermedia,  the  communications  and  adult  basic  education  agency  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Proceeds  from  card  sales  will  help  support  the  agency’s  programs.  Intermedia,  a  unit  of  NCC’s  division  of 
overseas  ministries,  is  the  agency  through  which  U.S.  churches  assist  Christian  adult  basic  education  and 
communications  ministries  in  some  30  countries. 

The  1982  Christmas  card  features  a  reproduction  of  a  painting  called  “Peace”  by  Korean  artist  Yong  Gil  Kim. 
who  specializes  in  religious  art  and  has  painted  many  events  from  the  life  of  Jesus.  The  message  in  the  card  is 
from  Isaiah  9:6,  “And  his  name  will  be  .  .  .  peace.” 

The  “Peace”  Christmas  card  may  be  ordered  from  Intermedia,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  670,  New  York, 
N.Y.,  10115.  The  cards  are  $8  for  a  box  of  20  with  $1.25  for  handling  and  postage.  Handling  charges  are  $1.60  for 
two  boxes,  $2.50  for  three  boxes,  and  5  percent  of  order  for  four  or  more  boxes.  Checks  should  be  made  to 
Intermedia. 
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Polish  Protestants 
report  growth,  rays 
of  hope  despite  trials 


BIRMINGHAM  (RNS)  -  “We  live  in 
Poland  under  the  shadow  of  the  cross  and 
in  the  sign  of  hope,”  the  Rev.  Wietold 
Benedyktowicz,  superintendent  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Poland  and  a  pastor 
of  First  Methodist  Church  in  Warsaw, 
told  the  Methodist  Council,  of  Bishops 
here. 

He  used  the  illustration  of  the  sculpture 
by  a  worker  at  the  shipyard  in  Gdansk, 
which  includes  three  crosses  — 
representing  suffering  and  victory  held 
together  by  an  anchor  representing  hope. 

In  the  97  percent  Roman  Catholic 
nation,  he  said,  there  is  cooperation 
between  the  Catholic  Church  and  the 
denominations  which  are  members  of  the 
Polish  Ecumenical  Council,  of  which  he 
is  president.  And,  at  a  time  when  the 
nation  is  torn  apart  in  many  ways,  he 
reported  growth  in  the  church. 

Attendance  at  his  church  in  Warsaw 
has  grown  60  percent  in  the  past  year 
with  contributions  up  400  percent. 
Throughout  the  nation,  he  said, 
contributions  to  the  Methodist  central 
conference  are  up  100  percent. 

Despite  martial  law,  he  said  ministers 
are  allowed  to  move  freely  around  the 
country  and  to  stay  out  after  curfew  to 
minister  to  church  members.  Two  years 
ago,  the  Catholic  Church  gained  access 
to  Polish  radio  and  in  January,  the  Polish 
Ecumenical  Council  was  given  a 
program  every  second  Sunday. 

“In  our  critical  situation,  we  are 
helped  by  churches  from  Europe  and 


America,”  he  said,  showing  great 
emotion  as  he  spoke  quietly  of  the 
spontaneous  expression  of  Christian 
solidarity  from  people  outside  Poland. 
“It  was  a  challenge  to  develop  among  us 
a  spirit  of  sharing.  This  is  an  educational 
task.” 

Some  of  the  gifts  have  been  used,  he 
said,  to  buy  components  for  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  in  Poland. 
Polish  Christians  hope  to  reciprocate  by 
sending  a  gift  to  Kampuchea,  and  he 
hoped  the  time  would  come  when  they 
could  have  more  to  share  with  people  in 
other  nations  who  need  help  even  more 
than  the  Poles. 

Many  Poles  are  studying  to  be  minis¬ 
ters.  There  are  51  Roman  Catholic  semi¬ 
naries  with  10,000  students  and  priests 
who  are  being  sent  to  Africa,  Asia  and 
Latin  America,  he  said.  The  Christian 
Academy  of  Theology  in  Warsaw  serves 
the  other  three  Christian  groups,  and  has 
150  students  and  15  faculty  members. 
Several  groups  have  their  own  semi¬ 
naries,  and  the  Methodists  plan  to  start 
one  this  year  to  meet  the  need  for  clergy 
despite  the  lack  of  resources  to  do  it. 

In  other  educational  circles,  he 
reported  that  the  English-language 
college,  founded  in  1920  by  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  now  has  5,000 
students  and  50  teachers. 

Concerning  Solidarity,  he  said  the 
church  doesn’t  have  any  direct 
connection  except  that  98  percent  of 
Polish  Methodists  are  members. 


Pastor  shortage  expected  during  next  five  years 

Central  supply  list  of  clergy  asked 


Seminary,  foundation 
honor  E.  Stanley  Jones 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  A  central  personnel  bank 
for  United  Methodist  pastors  will  be  es¬ 
tablished  if  a  resolution  adopted  here  at 
a  recent  consultation  on  ministerial  re¬ 
cruitment  is  subsequently  implemented. 

The  group,  which  met  here  last  month, 
was  not  a  legislative  body.  Rather  it  was 
a  gathering  of  representatives  from 
annual  conferences  who  came  together 
to  examine  the  problems  of  clergy 
shortages  in  some  annual  conferences 
and  oversupplies  in  others. 

The  unofficial  resolution  to  establish  a 
central  personnel  bank,  while  heralded 
by  some  participants,  raised  questions 
among  others  about  open  itineracy  and 
the  deployment  of  ethnic  minority 
pastors. 

The  consultation,  sponsored  by  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 


cation  and  Ministry,  was  prompted  by 
a  church-wide  survey  in  1981.  The  study 
showed  that  more  than  half  of  the  73 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences  can 
expect  a  shortage  of  ministers  during  the 
next  five  years,  mainly  in  four 
categories:  ethnic  minority  pastors, 
clergy  women,  clergy  couples  and  full¬ 
time  pastors. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Howell  of  the  UM- 
related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
impending  shortage  will  be  the  result  of 
several  factors,  retirements,  a  prevail¬ 
ing  myth  that  there  are  too  many 
pastors,  and  the  reluctance  of  ministers 
to  move  from  one  area  of  the  country  to 
another. 

The  idea  of  the  central  bank  met  with 
some  opposition  from  persons  who  felt 
that  ethnic  minority  pastors  are  still  not 
being  considered  for  assignments  to 
white  congregations.  One  man  said  such 


a  central  bank  could  lead  to  the  re¬ 
establishment  of  a  segregated  system  of 
appointment.  He  said  some  ethnic 
minority  pastors  would  not  be  interested 
in  ministry  if  their  future  were  limited  to 
serving  small  ethnic  minority 
congregations  within  the  denomination. 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Bevan  of  UM-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington  said,  “We  can’t  talk  about 
enlistment  without  open  itineracy  — 
where  everybody  is  equally  considered 
for  placement  in  the  system .’  ’ 

The  Rev.  Hector  Grant  of  the  ordained 
ministry  division  admonished  the 
conferees  to  “break  the  pride  of 
ownership”  that  limits  sharing  clergy  in 
cross-conference  appointments.  He  also 
urged  conferences  with  no  reported 
shortages  to  re-evaluate  their  mission  to 
see  whether  new  congregations  or  other 
ministries  are  needed  in  their 
communities. 


Compiled  From  News  Stories 

One  of  the  20th  century’s  best  known 
evangelists  —  the  Rev.  E.  Stanley  Jones 
—  was  honored  by  two  separate  actions 
in  November. 

A  professorship  in  evangelism 
honoring  the  late  evangelist,  writer  and 
missionary  was  announced  Nov.  15  by 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Evangelism  in  Nashville.  A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  family  has  made  an  anonymous  gift 
to  launch  the  “E.  Stanley  Jones 
Professor  of  Evangelism  Fund.”  The  gift 
will  underwrite  the  salary  and  fringe 
benefits  of  a  professor  at  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  school  of  theology  for  two  years, 
according  to  the  United  Methodist  News 
Service  release.  The  first  professorship 
will  be  announced  in  early  1983. 

The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Kinder,  president 
of  the  foundation,  said  only  two  of  the  13 
UM  seminaries  (Candler  and  Perkins) 
have  professors  of  evangelism  and  only  a 
few  seminaries  offer  courses  in 
evangelism. 

Ground-breaking  ceremonies  for 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary’s  new  E. 
Stanley  Jones  School  of  Evangelism  and 


World  Mission  were  held  Nov.  10  in 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  the  site  of  the  inter¬ 
denominational  school. 

The  Rev.  George  G.  (Chuck)  Hunter 
III,  top  evangelism  staff  executive  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  been 
named  the  first  dean  of  the  new  center 
which  is  to  open  next  fall. 

“The  purpose  of  the  E.  Stanley  Jones 
School,”  explained  Asbury’s  president 
David  L.  McKenna,  “is  to  prepare,  in  the 
context  of  our  Wesleyan  heritage, 
ordained  and  lay  persons  for  service  as 
scholars,  leaders  and  ministers  in 
evangelism  and  world  mission.” 

The  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway,  of  Peoria,  Ill., 
president  of  Asbury’s  trustee  board,  told 
the  Reporter,  “Our  purpose  is  to  train. 
We  feel  the  church  has  neglected  the 
training  of  persons  to  reach  the 
unreached  world.” 


Clergytvomen,  layivomen  don ’t  see  eye-to-eye 

‘Revolution’  erupts  at  seminar  on  sexism 


By  FRANCES  SMITH 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  It  was  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  seminar  on  changing  sexist 
patterns.  The  leader  said  there  were  two 
ways  to  do  this:  by  revolution  or  by 
organizational  development.  Without 
consulting  the  group,  he  chose  to  explain 
the  latter. 

That’s  when  the  revolution  took  place. 

Almost  before  anyone  realized  it,  the 
75-member  group  had  split.  On  one  side 
of  the  room  were  clergywomen  and  their 


CLASSIFIED 

THEOLOGY  FACULTY  -  A  School  of  Theology  of  a 
major  Christian  University  seeks  Professors  of  New 
Testament.  Pastoral  Care.  Preaching.  Religious 
Education,  and  Intertestamental  Literature.  Ph  D  or 

S  T  D  required  for  new  faculty  positions  to  teach  on 
graduate  level  in  expanding  School  of  Theology 
Prefer  graduate-level  teaching  experience  and 
church-related  vocational  experience  Applications 
accepted  now  for  openings  fall  1983  through  fall  1984 
Desire  persons  compatible  with  charismatic 
lifestyle  Salaries  commensurate  with  teaching  or 
other  experience  Write:  Dr  James  B.  Buskirk, 
School  of  Theology.  Oral  Roberts  University,  Tulsa. 
OK 74171.  An  affirmative-action  employer. 

THE  SOUTHWEST  MATERNITY  CENTER,  a 
licensed  Methodist  adoption  facility,  offers 
residential  maternity  care.  Call  toll  free  —  outside 
Texas,  1-800-255-9612;  and  Texas  1-800-292-5103;  or 
write  6487  Whitby  Road,  San  Antonio,  TX  78240. 

20.000  CASSETTE  LIBRARY.  Duplication  $1.50, 
Bible  Albums  Scourby  KJV  RSV  NT  $22.50,  OT 
$67  50,  Psalms,  Proverbs  $12.00;  plus  50«  Mailing. 
3021  Sunrise.  Alamogordo.  NM  88310. 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  >100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF.  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive.  NY.  NY 
10115 

JUNALUSKA.  North  Carolina,  ten-bedroom 

mountain-top  cottage,  near  ski  lodge,  beautiful  view, 
four  baths,  completely  furnished  kitchea  linens, 
laundry  Secluded  togetherness  for  large  families  or 
groups  Available  for  week-ends  or  longer.  (704)  926- 
0871 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P  O  Box  587,  Keene.  TX  76059. 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware  Specifications  $1  00.  Exodus  Computing. 
1326 A  Seventh  Avenue.  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96816-2646 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMP  MINISTRIES  -  Ordained  or 

Lay  Person  to  develop,  market  and  administer 
programs  for  a  beautiful  new  Christian  Retreat 
Center.  Salary  <22.000  to  27,500  (commensurate  with 
experience)  plus  travel  allowance  and  other 
benefits.  Five  years  directly  related  experience 
desired  Write  First  United  Methodist  Church.  1820 
5th  Ave..  Rock  Island.  Illinois  61201.  Atten:  Jean 
Jackson.  Chairperson  Search  Committee. 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 
TRIP  with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen.  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  901  Clay  St..  Houston.  Texas  77002. 

BUYING  COINS,  coin  collection  accumulations, 
estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confidential 
cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  1181. 
Corpus  Christi.  TX  78403 

NEW  BOOK  Your  faith  will  soar  when  you  read 
what  God  says  about  your  children  and 
grandchildren  in  "His  Children's  Children"  by  Bette 
Jo  Hardy  Author  is  an  award-winning  journalist  and 
Methodist  Bible  teacher.  Send  $5.70  total  to  "His 
Children's  Children."  Strode  Publishers.  1202 
Glendale.  Albertville.  A L  35 950  Excellent  gift  book. 

PERSON  TO  FILL  one  or  more  of  the  following 
positions:  youth  education  director:  choir  director, 
organist,  pianist.  Send  resume  with  picture  to  P  O 
Box  236.  Ellenton.  FL  33532.  I 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  for  suburban 
Kansas  City  (Johnson  County)  church  of  2.100 
members  with  active  youth  program.  Send  resume 
and/or  inquiry  to  Hohart  Hildyard,  Pastor,  Valley 
View  United  Methodist  Church,  9405  Woodward, 
Shawnee  Mission.  KS 66212.  Phone:  (913  )  642-4400 

COORDINATOR  OF  WOMEN'S  HISTORY  for  the 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Expertise  in  American. 
United  Methodist,  and  women's  history. 
Administrative,  organizational,  writing  and  editing 
skills  Ph  D  or  Master's  level  degree  necessary 
Selection  will  be  based  on  E  O  E  and  Affirmative 
Action  guidelines  with  preference  given  to  a  United 
Methodist  and  a  woman  Salary  range:  $15,000- 
$20,000  Send  vita  and  the  names  and  addresses  of 
three  references  by  January  15,  1983,  to  the  General 
Secretary.  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History.  P.0  Box  127.  Madison.  NJ  07940  i 

WANTED:  MINISTER/DIRECTOR  of  Spanish 
Language  ministry  Part  time  lay  person  or 
ordained  Contact  Ludtke  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  736  Majestic.  Houston.  TX  77020  (  713) 
672-8728. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR:  August  1-14.  1983;  Jordan. 
Israel.  Egypt  $1,996  from  New  York  includes  meals. 

Stanley  Harrell.  5604  Chesterfield  Dr.,  Temple  Hills, 
MD  20748 

FOR  SALE:  BELLS,  Carillons,  Chimes,  Hand  Bells. 
Towers.  Contact  J.  Berrien  Minter,  2817  Brookdale 
Avenue,  Louisville,  KY  40220.  (502  )  459-3223. 

TIRED  OF  ADDRESSING  NEWSLETTER0  We 
provide  professionally-done,  self-sticking  labels 
Neat,  dependable  work.  Reasonable  prices  Write  for 
details.  Economy  Label  Service,  B<k  908.  inola.  OK 
74036 

A  SAN  DIEGO  DISTRICT  United  Methodist  Church 
is  looking  for  a  Parish  Visitor  or  Minister  of 
Visitation.  $12,000  plus  Write  Everett  L.  Taylor. 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  4690  Palm  Avenue 

La  Mesa.  CA  92401  or  telephone  '714 1  466-4163  ; 

supporters ;  on  the  other  were  laywomen 
and  a  sprinkling  of  men. 

The  occasion  was  the  advanced 
leadership  workshop  held  here  Nov.  17-19 
under  sponsorship  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  ( CSRW ) . 

The  announced  goal  was  “to  improve 
ability  to  understand  conscious  or 
unconscious  sexist  issues  in 
interpersonal,  group  and  organizational 
settings,  and  to  make  effective 
interventions  that  will  facilitate  change.  ’ \ 

Attending  were  people  from  23  annual 
conferences,  including  a  large  number  of 
their  commission  representatives  but 
also  four  district  superintendents,  two 
council  directors,  several  program  staff 
members,  as  well  as  representatives  of 


general  church  boards  and  agencies. 
About  half  the  participants  were  clergy 
with  the  large  majority  of  this  group 
clergywomen.  (Several  males  confessed 
they  had  been  told  to  come  by  their 
superiors.) 

Workshop  leaders  were  three  trainers 
for  Advanced  Training  in  Organizational 
Management  of  the  National  Training 
Center,  Washington  —  Bess  Cobb 
Howard,  William  Hoffman  and  Catherine 
F.  Fort  —  and  the  Rev.  Kenneth  J. 
Mitchell  of  San  Diego,  Calif.,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  under  special 
appointment  to  direct  a  training 
enterprise  called  Another  Way. 

The  major  reason  for  the  revolt 
seemed  to  be  the  trainers’  insistence  on 
individual  change  as  a  prerequisite  for 


the  church  today 


Evangelist  calls  for  world 
campaign  against  porn 

COPENHAGEN,  Denmark  —  The  Rev. 
Alan  Walker,  director  of  world 
evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  issued  a  strong  call  for  a 
Christian  campaign  against  pornog¬ 
raphy. 

At  the  conclusions  of  a  five-week 
mission  in  Scandinavia  Nov.  14  the 
Australian  evangelist  said  “Christian 
forces  worldwide  must  be  organized  to 
halt  a  deepening  corruption  of  Western 
society." 

Dr.  Walker  said  that  “beside  the 
sexual  standards  of  Communist 
countries,  the  sexual  license  and 
corruption  of  the  so-called  Christian 
West  is  a  dangerous  disgrace." 

He  said  the  most  disturbing  comment 
he  heard  was  from  a  Swedish  pastor  who 
said,  “Pornography  is  no  longer  a  social 
problem,  it  is  an  accepted  part  of 
society.” 

‘Power’  exhibit  closes; 

750,000  viewed  during  Fair 

KNOXVILLE  (UMNS)  -  When  the 
gates  of  the  1982  World’s  Fair  closed  on 
Oct.  31,  more  than  750,000  persons  had 
experienced  “The  Power,”  the  multisen- 
sory  presentation  of  the  Association  of 
Christian  Denominations. 

The  24-minute,  three-theatre  exhibit 
was  a  hit  with  Fair  visitors.  A  graffiti 
board  revealed  such  remarks  as: 

.  fM 


“Best  exhibit  at  the  Fair,”  “A  real 
witness,”  “Made  our  trip  from  Massa¬ 
chusetts  worthwhile,”  “I  am  not  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  but  I  love  God,  but  I  believe  what 
this  show  says,”  “I  wish  everyone  could 
see  this.” 


changing  sexist  structures. 

The  Rev.  Bonnie  Ogie  of  Galena,  Ill., 
who  triggered  the  revolt,  said:  “My 
concern  was  that  the  model  they  were 
using  for  intervention  was  based  on 
interpersonal  relations.  My  own 
experience  and  study  has  shown  it  lacks 
something.  It  doesn’t  take  account  of 
history,  politics  and  institutions  —  areas 
that  impact  women’s  lives  as  well  as  the 
personal." 

One  woman  suggested  the  “feminist 
model”  might  be  discussed.  In  it,  she 
said,  women  share  personal  experience 
in  small  groups,  look  for  common 
threads  in  their  collective  experience, 
and  then  move  from  analysis  to  change. 

Trudie  Kibbe  Preciphs,  Commission 
staff  member,  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service:  “One  of  the  criticisms  by 
the  (revolt)  group  was  that  leaders  were 
dealing  in  individual  change.  I  am  sad 
the  process  was  aborted  because  it  did 
not  get  to  deliver  the  goals  of  the 
workshop,  which  included  dealing  with 
the  individual  and  systemic  change." 
She  reaffirmed  her  belief  that  “you  have 
to  start  with  the  individual.” 


Follow  The  Footsteps  Of  St.  Paul 
Through  Greece  To  Rome 

with 

Reverend  Lloyd  Giles 
departing  June  1 1 ,  1983 


A  Deluxe  tour,  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  day,  English 
speaking  guides  and  luxury  motor  coaches.  Scheduled  Air  from  Hous¬ 
ton,  Dallas  or  New  York. 

VISIT:  Athens,  Acropolis,  Corinth,  Delphi,  Metoria,  Thessaloniki, 
Kalambaki,  Philip!,  Kavala,  Thermopylae,  The  Hill  of  Phix,  Rome,  the 
Vatican  and  many  other  points  of  interest. 

FOR  COMPLETE  DETAILS  WRITE: 

Rev.  Lloyd  Giles 
1st  United  Methodist  Church 
P.  O.  Box  805 
Pasadena,  TX  77501 


‘A  gift  suggestion’ 

(ft! 


Children  like  Sarolo,  pictured  above, 
have  needs  thot  exist  all  during  the 
year.  We  suggest  giving  the  gift  of  spon¬ 
sorship  at  Christmas  in  honor  of  some¬ 
one  you  love  —  someone  who  has 
"everything."  It  would  be  such  a  blessing 
to  a  destitute  child  I 

The  cost  Is  only  $13  a  month  —  less 
than  44C  a  day  —  and  it  provides  the 
child's  food,  clothing  and  other  needs. 
The  sponsor  receives  full  information  on 
the  child:  name,  address,  photo  and  life 
story.  It  costs  so  little  to  give  a  child  a 
chance  in  life.  And  to  feed  him  or  her 
with  spiritual  os  well  as  physical  food. 

WORLD'S  CHILDREN.  INC.,  founded  in 
1965,  assists  children  living  in  63 
Christian  orphanages  around  the  world. 
Keeping  administrative  costs  low  is  a 
way  of  life  at  WCI,  for  88.1  %  of  all  funds 
received  In  1981  were  sent  on  for  the 
children's  needs.  All  contributions  to 
WCI  are  tax -deductible.  We  will  send 
you  an  audit  copy. 

Prayerfully  consider  beginning  a 
sponsorship  today.  No  contracts  are 
signed  with  WCI.  Sunday  School  classes, 
church  and  civic  groups,  individuals  and 
families  have  experienced  the  joy  that 
comes  from  sharing  His  love  with  chil¬ 
dren  around  the  world.  This  is  the  sea¬ 
son  of  love  —  share  It  with  a  needy 
child. 

Please  write  today: 


WORLD’S 

CHILDREN 


wl*h  lo  tpomor  a  child  wh*r«  It 

[  n—d  It  greatest _ _ 

Enclosed  it  payment  for  first  monl 


Street  _ 


Write  to:  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  P.  O.  Bex 
2979,  Winter  Haven.  Flo.  33880. 
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Around  The  Conference 


Making  Greater  Use  of  Closed  Circuit  Television 


Christmas  Bazaar  Held  at  FUMC,  Leesville:; 

£  A  Christmas  bazaar  and  gumbo  lunch  was  held  at  First  United  Methodist  £ 
•j:  Church  of  Leesville  on  December  3  featuring  pine  cone  arts  and  crafts  made  by  £ 
£  the  members  of  the  church.  Such  items  as  wreaths,  candle  holders  and 
Christmas  trees  made  from  pine  cones,  acorns,  nuts,  magnolia  pods  and  other  •: 
*  dried  natural  materials  were  sold  at  the  bazaar.  :• 

X  Members  of  the  church  helping  with  the  bazaar  were  (left  to  right)  Jim  £ 
Anders,  Ann  Anders,  Francis  Word,  Pearl  Terrell,  Percy  Cabra,  Tony  Colie,  £ 
£  Marianne  Trahan,  Katherine  Sexson,  Emma  V.  Cabra,  Billye  Cohen,  Florence  £ 
;£  Morris,  Allene  Blackburn,  the  Reverend  Jake  Olmsted  and  Howard  Blackburn,  £ 
£  Not  available  for  the  picture  but  also  helping  with  the  bazaar  were  Linda  Wood,  £ 
:£  Beth  Jaeger,  Dimple  Schwartz,  Connie  Stewart,  Reba  Dixson,  Denice  Berry  •: 
£  and  Myrtle  Palmer.  £ 

The  Reverend  Lewis  (Jake)  Olmsted  is  pastor  at  First  United  Methodist  •: 
;•  Church  in  Leesville.  :• 

i  Visitation  Evangelism:  i| 

A  Relational  Ministry 

£  A  group  of  twenty-two  persons  from  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in  •: 
£:  New  Orleans  journeyed  to  Gulfside  Assembly  in  Waveland,  Mississippi  to  :• 
£  participate  in  a  seminar  on  Evangelism .  Included  in  the  group  were  the  pastor,  £ 
!•:  lay  leader,  chairperson  of  Evangelism,  chairperson  of  Stewardship,  £ 
£  representatives  of  the  young  adults,  and  other  work  area  personnel.  £ 

>  Mr.  Wadsworth  A.  Davis  reports,  ‘‘In  this  quiet  atmosphere  at  Gulfside,  £ 
£  away  from  the  busy  life  of  the  city,  we  were  able  to  reflect  upon  the  meaning,  :• 
£  scope,  and  implications  of  evangelism  as  it  relates  to  the  church,  community,  •: 
£  and  the  individual.  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris  served  as  leader  and  lecturer  for  all  :• 
£  sessions  held  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  November  13-14.  His  messages  were  \ 
£  inspirational  as  he  stimulated  our  thinking  and  awaited  our  responses.  Many  £ 
£  responses  included  personal  testimonies  of  our  Christian  experience  and  £ 
:•  witness.  Other  responses  gave  indication  of  deeper  insights,  interests  and  £ 
•:  concern  for  the  promotion  of  evangelism.”  :j 

:•  Plans  are  now  underway  to  implement  the  desired  goals  formulated  in  this  •: 
£  two  day  workshop.  Other  members  from  the  church  will  be  invited  to  :• 
£  participate.  Mount  Zion  is  seeking  the  unchurched,  the  disenchanted,  former  •: 
•j:  members,  and  new  members.  Twenty  persons  present  at  the  seminar  made  :• 
£  commitments  to  serve  as  active  participants  in  the  continuing  work  and  study  £ 
£  of  “Visitation  Evangelism:  A  Relational  Ministry.”  Mr.  Davis  said,  “We shall  £ 
focus  our  attention  upon  outreach  ministries,  growth  in  discipleship,  and  the  :£ 
£  supportive  community.  Regular  monthly  reports  will  be  made  of  our  progress 
£  in  this  project  ”  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  Sr.  is  pastor  of  Mount  Zion.  •: 

Fundraiser  A  Success  at 
I  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles  5 


Recently  the  youth  of  University  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles 
conducted  a  dinner  theatre  as  a  fundraiser.  The  evening  was  filled  with  music, 
laughter,  and  of  course,  lots  of  good  food. 

The  theme  for  the  evening  was  "country”  and  it  was  an  adventure  in  dining. 
The  reason  for  this  was  because  of  the  way  in  which  the  dinner  was  served. 
Each  person  attending  the  meal  was  given  a  menu  with  everything  in  code. 
Here  are  some  examples  of  the  menu  .  .  . 
fork .  .  .  haymaker 
water .  .  .  camels  fuel 
rice  and  beans  .  .  .  Country  Cajun  Classic 
peppermint .  .  .  barbers  pole 

Upon  seeing  the  menu,  the  folks  attending  were  allowed  to  select  3  items  at  a 
time.  They  may  have  gotten  a  spoon,  water,  and  a  napkin!  But  they  chose  it,  so 
that  was  their  first  course.  The  evening  went  on  until  everyone  had  a  complete 
meal.  Not  necessarily  in  the  order  they  may  have  wanted  it,  but  it  was 
complete. 

To  top  off  the  evening,  there  were  door  prizes  throughout  the  night.  Everyone 
had  a  great  time  at  the  University  United  Methodist  Youth  Dinner  Theatre. 

Dr.  Woodrow  Smith  is  pastor. 

District  Training  Workshop  for  Youth 

The  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District  has  planned  a  District  Training 
Workshop  for  Youth  and  adult  workers  with  youth  on  Saturday,  December  llth 
from  9:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  at  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  Lafayette. 
A  catered  lunch  will  be  provided  for  $2.50. 

Workshops  will  be  offered  in  the  various  areas: 

Youth  Officer  Leadership  —  Duties  and  How  Youth  Counsel  Youth 

How  To  Get  a  Youth  Group  Started 

Youth  Service  Fund  Education  and  Promotion 

Adult  Workers  with  Youth 

Recreation 

Outreach 

Service  Projects 

Youth  Resources  —  Cokesbury  Display 
Youth  and  adults  might  find  helpful  materials  to  buy  at  the  Cokesbury 
display.  Bring  some  additional  money  to  acquire  what  you  like  and  need  for 
vour  youth  group. 


First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Winnfield,  has  run  coaxial  cable  to  every 
room  in  the  church  from  a  central  point. 
Thus,  every  room  has  the  capacity  of 
receiving  television  programs  from  the 
control  center.  The  church,  in  effect,  has 
a  three-channel,  closed-circuit  television 
station  within  the  buildings.  Three 
separate  programs  can  be  telecast 
simultaneously,  using  the  live  signal 
from  the  downlink,  or  using  video  tapes. 
Every  room  has  at  least  one  signal  jack, 
and  the  fellowship  hail  and  sanctuary 
have  multiple  connections.  On  many 
Sundays,  as  many  as  three  classes  at 
once  have  used  various  studies  during 
the  church  school  hour.  Television  is 
being  used  with  youth  groups,  after¬ 
school  missions  club  (grades  1  through 
5),  the  mother’s-day-out  program,  and 
even  nurseries.  The  Reverend  Grayson 
B.  Watson,  pastor,  said,  “We  really  hope 
to  expand  its  use  during  1983.  To 


Archives  and  History 
Center  Opened 

MADISON,  NJ  -  With  an  estimated 
300  persons  in  attendance  from  across 
the  nation,  United  Methodism’s  new 
Archives  and  History  Center  was  opened 
formally  October  2  on  the  campus  of 
Drew  University.  Highlights  of  the 
ceremony  included  a  statement  by 
President  Paul  Hardin  of  Drew; 
presentation  of  the  key  to  the  structure 
by  Philip  H.  Haselton,  who  chairs  the 
Drew  trustees  to  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen, 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  president  of 
the  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  and  Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield, 
Houston,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops;  and  presentation  of  a 
Bicentennial  bell  from  Bishop  Monk 
Bryan,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  representing 
the  Council  of  Bishops.  The  $2.75  million 
building  replaces  facilities  formerly 
located  in  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina,  and  will  house  archives, 
museum,  and  a  70,000-volume  library. 


What  Is  Advent? 

Submitted  By 
ELLEN  BLISS. 

Church  Secretary 

Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baker,  La. 

What  is  Advent?  If  your  family 
observes  this  season,  one  all  too  little 
known  in  America,  you’ve  discovered  a 
lovely,  leisurely  four-week  adventure 
toward  the  true  Christmas.  Here’s  a 
natural  antidote  to  frenzied  December 
commercialism  ...  a  good  way  to  bring 
your  family  together  in  new  warmth  and 
closeness  ...  a  time  of  calm  and  happy 
anticipation  for  young  and  old. 

Advent,  quite  simply,  is  to  Christmas 
as  Lent  is  to  Easter;  a  specific  time  for 
spiritual  preparation.  The  word  means 
“coming”  —  a  happy,  expectant  word. 
Even  the  smallest  child  in  your  family 
will  enjoy  waiting  for  the  Baby  Jesus  to 
come,  bringing  Christmas  once  again  to 
our  tired  world. 

As  each  family  member  waits  for 
Jesus  to  come  in  some  newer,  deeper 
way  into  his  life,  all  seem  better  able  to 
express  love,  and  a  sort  of  creative 
appreciation  for  both  the  family  unit  and 
the  individuals  within  it 


Questionnaire 
Coming  Soon 

CINCINNATI  ( UMNS )  -  United  Meth- 
odist  leaders  at  all  levels  of  the  church 
will  soon  receive  a  questionnaire  asking 
them  to  give  information  about  the 
direction  they  think  the  church  should 
move  regarding  a  national  ministry  in 
television. 

Finishing  touches  on  the  questionnaire 
were  given  by  the  television  ministry 
task  force  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Communication  (United  Methodist 
Communication  or  UMCom)  at  its  first 
meeting  here  November  10. 

The  14-member  task  force,  headed  by 
Bishop  Paul  Duffey,  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  was  appointed  by  UMCom  at 
its  October  meeting  to  gather 
information  and  prepare  a  design  for  a 
possible  national  ministry  in  television 
for  the  1985-88  quadrennium. 

The  questionnaire  is  being  sent  to 
church  leaders  including,  among  others, 
bishops,  district  superintendents, 
conference  council  staff,  conference 
communications  committees  and  staff, 
and  local  church  councils  on  ministries. 
The  study  is  being  conducted  for  UMCom 
by  Grassroots  Research,  organization  of 
Dr.  John  Rider  of  Southern  Illinois 
University,  Edwardsville,  a  member  of 
UMCom. 


accomplish  this,  we  have  formed  a 
television  committee  to  work  with  the 
pastor  and  the  director  of  Christian 
Education  to  do  planning,  conduct 
training  of  teachers  and  other  church 
leaders,  and  to  guide  programming  in 
general.  For  example,  they  will  be 
responsible  for  guiding  the  church  during 
1983  into  the  area  of  local  production  on  a 
limited  basis.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
this  important  step.  We  have  had  many 
people,  from  teenagers  to  senior  citizens, 
volunteer  to  help  in  this  phase. 

We  presently  have  a  three-channel 
system,  but  it  can  be  easily  expanded  by 
adding  the  additional  modulators  and 
monitors  as  necessary.  This  work  was 
done  by  Winn  TV  Electronics, 
Incorporated  of  Natchitoches.  We  have 
so  much  to  lea m  in  the  use  of  television, 
but  we  are  convinced  of  its  real  worth  to 
the  local  church.  And  this  value  will  grow 
in  the  years  ahead.” 


MR.  ALLEN  BROWN,  guest  speaker 
at  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans. 


Special  Worship 
Service  At 
First  Street  UMC 

First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  had  a  special  worship 
service  during  its  11  o’clock  worship  hour 
on  November  28.  The  worship  service 
kicked-off  the  renovation  and 
construction  of  a  new  fellowship  and 
meeting  hall  for  the  149  year  old  church. 
Mr.  Allen  Brown,  former  District  Lay 
Leader  of  First  Street  Church,  who  is 
now  serving  as  Director  of  Field  Services 
for  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee  with  special 
emphasis  on  planning  programs  for  the 
United  Methodist  Men,  was  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  event.  The  goal  for  the 
expansion  is  $70,000  by  the  end  of  1983, 
with  $15,112.91  raised  in  one  month’s 
time.  The  goals  “will  become  a  reality 
through  prayer  and  the  efforts  of  the 
congregation”  according  to  the 
Reverend  Abraham  E.  Davis,  pastor  of 
First  Street  UMC. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


The  Interfaith  Network  Program 
Clearance  Committee  has  secured  the 
following  information  about  network  pro¬ 
gramming  during  the  holiday  seasons: 
NBC: 

December  12  —  “To  Bigotry  No 
Sanction”  —  Hannukah  half-hour 
special  on  this  country’s  oldest 
synagogue. 

December  25  —  Christmas  at  the 
Washington  Cathedral 
CBS: 

December  5  —  Project  Green  Hope,  an 
alternative  to  prison  for  women. 
December  12  —  “The  Miracle  of  the 
Maccabees,”  by  the  Small  Wonder 
Jewish  Puppet  Theater 
December  19  —  “St.  Francis:  A  Little 
Picture  Book” 

ABC: 

December  —  Program  on  unity  talks 
between  the  Christian  Church  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ, 
and  later  in  the  month,  dates  as  yet 
undecided: 

“A  Tale  of  Two  Cities,”  “Unemploy¬ 
ment,”  and  a  program  focusing  on 
singles  ministry  in  San  Francisco. 

Local  network  affiliates  should  be 
contacted  for  air  times. 


i 


Jan  Witt,  Director  of  Christian  Education,  (who  is  a  graduate  of  Centenary’s  School 
of  Church  Careers)  is  looking  at  the  monitors  located  in  the  church’s  television  control 
center. 


Pastoral  Letters 

Bv 

THE  REVEREND  W.  O.  LYNCH,  JR. 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 

A  Half-told  Event 

When  Marco  Polo  was  dying  at  the  age  of  70.  he  was  asked  to  confess  his  lies 
since  he  was  about  to  face  his  God.  On  his  return  from  the  East  he  had  told 
stories  of  wonder  and  of  marvelous  cities.  The  people  did  not  believe  him.  so  he 
was  asked  to  confess  his  lies.  His  last  answer  was,  "I  never  told  the  half  of  it." 

That's  how  the  disciples  felt.  They  knew  the  greatest  gift  the  world  had  ever 
seen.  They  experienced  the  gift  of  Jesus.  They  knew  His  grace.  And  they  went 
out  saying  they  could  not  tell  the  half  of  it. 

This  is  the  season  of  that  gift.  Advent,  a  time  when  we  can  experience  the 
whole  of  it.  when  we  can  know  His  grace.  It  is  a  grace  so  wonderful  that  when 
we  go  to  tell  about  it.  we  can  only  say,  "I  can  never  tell  the  half  of  it.” 


Upper  Room  Book  Offers 
New  Story  for  Christmas 


By  LOUISE  BARTOLETT 

The  Tomten  is  a  Swedish  good-luck  elf. 
According  to  tradition,  every  farm  has  a 
Tomten  who  lives  in  the  barn  and  stays 
out  of  sight. 

On  the  night  before  Christmas,  the 
Tomten  bangs  on  the  farmhouse  door  and 
tosses  in  a  gift  Earlier  that  day,  the 
farmer’s  wife  prepares  a  bowl  of 
porridge  for  the  Tomten  and  leaves  it  by 
the  barn  door.  If  the  bowl  is  empty  on 
Christmas  mom,  there  will  be  a 
prosperous  New  Year. 

Using  this  legend,  Barry  L.  Johnson 
prepared  a  Christmas  Eve  message 
telling  the  story  of  a  Christmas  Eve  visit 
of  the  Tomten  to  the  barnyard  animals. 

The  animals  have  been  telling  each 
other  what  they  most  want  from  the 
Tomten:  Gerta  the  cow  wants  a  new  bell, 
Ivan  the  dog  wants  a  good  bone, 
Christina  the  pig  wants  com  meal  and 
Oscar  the  horse,  a  new  harness. 

But  when  the  Tomten  arrives  and 
tosses  in  the  gifts,  they  are  not  what  the 


animals  expected  or  wanted.  Gerta  is 
given  a  plank  of  pine  and  a  round  wooden 
stick.  Christina  is  given  a  jagged  piece  of 
mirror.  Oscar’s  gift  is  a  very  tiny  saucer. 
Ivan  is  given  a  small  box  with  holes 
punched  in  its  sides;  inside  is  a  bird  with 
a  disfigured  wing. 

The  animals  are  furious  and  wait  to 
catch  the  Tomten  when  he  returns  for  his 
porridge.  The  Tomten  then  tells  the 
animals:  “The  value  of  a  gift  is  not  what 
it  does  for  you,  but  what  it  does  through 
you.  Each  gift  brought  here  tonight  was 
carefully  chosen.  Each  gift  bears  a 
purpose  that  is  greater  than  your 
comfort  or  mine.” 

Then  the  Tomten  explains  to  each 
animal  the  reason  for  his  gift.  The 
animals  are  filled  with  shame.  Before  the 
night  is  over,  each  animal  will  do 
something  special  for  all  of  the  other 
animals. 

THE  VISIT  OF  THE  TOMTEN  by 
Barry  L.  Johnson,  published  by  The 
Upper  Room,  paperback.  $4.95. 


The  new  Ansley  Union  Church  building 
was  dedicated  on  October  31,  1982  to  the 
Glory  of  God  and  in  loving  memory  of 
those  who  worked  for  and  built  the 
community  and  church.  The  old  building, 
which  was  erected  in  1902  will  remain  as 
a  landmark,  but  it  has  suffered  so  much 
damage  from  wind  and  time  that  it  has 
been  considered  unsafe. 

Baptists  and  Methodists  have 
worshipped  together  at  Ansley  since  the 
lumber  mill  town  was  built  by  Davis 
Brothers  Lumber  Company.  The 
company  moved  into  North  Louisiana 
from  a  site  near  Magnolia,  Arkansas  and 
from  the  time  it  was  established  the 


community  was  noted  for  its  strong 
convictions  of  church,  family,  and 
school.  The  two  congregations  met  in  the 
filing  room  of  the  saw  mill  until  they 
could  build  a  church  and  have  continued 
their  cooperation,  although  the  mill  town 
no  longer  exists. 

The  Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr.  is  the 
Methodist  pastor  and  conducts  services 
on  the  first  and  third  Sundays.  The 
Reverend  Howard  Heflin  is  the  Baptist 
pastor  and  is  in  charge  of  services  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Sundays.  The  church 
thanks  its  many  faithful  friends  for  their 
labors  and  gifts  which  made  this  building 
possible. 
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Editorials 

Pension  Board/Development  Fund 
skirmish  should  give  way  to  cooperation 


On  the  surface  it  appears  to  be  a 
classic  case  of  failing  to  see  the  forest 
because  of  the  trees  —  only  doubly  so. 
Down  deeper  it  could  reveal  something 
significant  about  the  corporate  psyche  of 
United  Methodism  today  and  our 
denomination’s  future. 

“It”  is  the  skirmish  taking  place 
between  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  an  arm  of  our 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  which  makes  first  mortgage 
construction  loans  to  local  churches,  and 
our  church’s  General  Board  of  Pensions, 
which  is  entrusted  with  administering 
and  investing  the  largest  religious  pen¬ 
sion  fund  in  theU.S. 

The  Development  Fund’s  parent  body 
requested  recently  that  the  Pension 
Board  invest  10%  of  its  total  assets  in  the 
Development  Fund  (seeUMR,  Nov.  26). 
This  request  was  occasioned  partly  by 
the  Pension  Board’s  recent  “gracious 
withdrawal"  of  $2  million  it  had  invested 
in  the  Development  Fund  over  the  past 
two  decades.  But  more  important,  it 
would  make  a  large,  ongoing  pool  of 
funds  available  to  congregations  in  need 
of  construction  loans  at  reasonable  rates 
of  interest.  With  a  two-year  backlog  of 
loan  requests  awaiting  action,  and  a 
spotless  record  in  the  area  of  loan 
defaults,  Development  Fund  officials 
make  a  potent  case  —  at  least  at  first 
glance  —  for  their  proposal. 

Pension  Board  officials  have  quickly 
and  unconditionally  rebuffed  the 
Development  Fund  request.  While 
affirming  the  importance  of  church 
development,  the  Pension  Board’s  chief 
executive,  Gerald  Homung,  said  the 
Development  Fund  fails  on  several 
counts  to  meet  the  Pension  Board’s  basic 
investment  guidelines.  He  rightly  points 
out  that  the  Pension  Board’s  primary 
obligation  is  to  the  ministers  and  lay 
persons  whose  pension  money  it  holds  in 
trust,  and  that  the  Development  Fund  is 
paying  1.76%  less  in  interest  than  the 
Pensions  Board  has  credited  to  most  of 
its  accounts  for  1982.  Legal  reasons  were 
also  cited  for  making  a  Pension  Board 
investment  in  the  Development  Fund 
impractical  as  things  now  stand. 

So  we  are  left  with  this  incongruous 
scenario: 

•  The  Pension  Board  has  funds 
totaling  more  than  $1  billion  to  invest, 
and  has  just  added  more  than  60 
corporations  ranging  from  utility 
companies  to  tax  return  specialists  to 
soft  drink  manufacturers  to  the  list  of 
those  approved  for  Pension  Fund 
investments. 

,•  Hundreds  of  United  Methodist  local 
churches  are  in  need  of  construction 
loans  at  affordable  interest  rates. 

•  Development  Fund  officials  have 
said  they  plan  to  ask  the  church’s  1984 
General  Conference  to  require  the 
Pension  Fund  to  invest  10%  of  its  total 
funds  in  the  Development  Fund. 


We  have  studied  the  purposes  and 
policies  of  both  church  agencies.  As  best 
we  can  determine,  all  of  the  elements 
exist  for  a  solution  to  the  conflict  which 
would  take  into  account  the  needs  and 
interests  of  all  parties.  What  appears  so 
far  to  be  lacking  is  an  inclination  on  the 
part  of  either  the  Development  Fund  or 
the  Pension  Board  to  set  aside  for 
purposes  of  discussion  what  is,  and  to 
think  creatively  and  cooperatively  about 
what  could  and  ought  to  be. 

We  have  an  insufficient  knowledge  of 
the  subtle  intricacies  of  either 
organization’s  business  to  envision  the 
exact  outcome  such  explorations  should 
produce,  or  all  the  safeguards  that 
would  need  to  be  included.  It  would  need 
minimally  to  reaffirm  at  the  outset,  and 
without  qualification  the  Pension  Fund’s 
primary  obligation  to  invest  the  funds  it 
holds  so  as  to  maximize  benefits  for  the 
church’s  retired  ministers  and  lay 
workers.  In  order  to  accommodate  this 
principle,  the  Development  Fund  likely 
would  need  to  alter  its  philosophy 
somewhat  and  raise  its  interest  rates  so 
that  it  would  not  be  asking  the  Pension 
Board  to  invest  in  church  buildings  at  the 
expense  of  retired  ministers.  Or  it  might 
prove  desirable  for  the  Development 
Fund  to  divide  its  function  into  two  parts 
—  one  of  which  would  loan  pension- 
invested  funds  for  congregational 
development  at  an  interest  rate 
consistent  with  Pension  Boards 
Investment  Guidelines,  and  the  other 
which  would  continue  to  offer 
“missional"  (low  interest)  loans  to 
congregations  unable  to  afford  the  regu¬ 
lar  rate.  Still  another  alternative  would 
be  to  establish  a  new  church 
development  loan  fund  which  would  be 
designed  to  meet  Pension  Board 
guidelines,  and  to  complement  the  work 
of  the  present  United  Methodist  Develop¬ 
ment  Fund. 

We  are  absolutely  confident  that  the 
vast  majority  of  retired  United  Method¬ 
ist  ministers  would  be  elated,  if  the 
return  is  equal,  to  see  some  of  their 
retirement  dollars  invested  in  building 
up  the  church  —  thereby  extending  the 
work  for  which  they  have  devoted  their 
lives. 

We  are  likewise  confident  that  most 
retired  United  Methodist  ministers 
would  be  offended  by  the  suggestion  that 
an  investment  in  the  future  of  the  church 
is  in  any  sense  "less  prudent”  or  secure 
than  a  commercial  investment  as  the 
statements  of  some  pension  officials 
have  seemed  to  imply.  We  trust  those 
statements  were  intended  to  apply  only 
to  the  Development  Fund  as  it  is 
currently  set  up  and  not  as  a  general 
attitude  toward  the  inability  of  investing 
in  our  church’s  future. 

We  believe  it  'would  be  a  tragic 
commentary  on  the  present  state  of 
United  Methodism  for  this  matter  to  go  to 
the  1984  General  Conference  as  a  dispute 


to  be  resolved  there  between  two  general 
church  agencies,  with  one  "winning”  and 
the  other  “losing.”  On  the  other  hand,  it 
would  be  a  hopeful  sign  of  denomina¬ 
tional  health  if,  before  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  bi-centennial  celebration,  a  plan 
jointly  conceived  and  approved  by  Pen¬ 
sions  Board  and  Development  Fund  offi¬ 
cials  could  be  unveiled  which  would  in¬ 
volve  the  investment  of  some  pension 
funds  in  the  future  of  our  church,  but 
without  compromising  any  present  trust 
or  obligation. 

Idea  grounded 
in  experience  as 
well  as  theory 

We  are  confident  on  the  basis  of 
personal  grounds  that  it  is  possible  for 
United  Methodism’s  Pension  Board  to 
execute  its  duties  faithfully  to  those 
whose  past  service  has  built  up  the 
church,  while  also  investing  a  part  of  its 
portfolio  in  the  church's  future  growth 
and  development  (see  preceding 
editorial). 

For  the  past  several  years,  most  of  this 
newspaper’s  modest  accumulation  of 
reserve  funds  have  been  invested  in  a 
regional  church-related  foundation  so  as 
first  of  all  to  produce  a  maximum  return 
to  the  Reporter  as  the  investing 
institution,  while  secondarily  being  used 
for  construction  loans  to  local  churches. 

In  comparison  to  the  $1  billion-plus 
entrusted  to  the  Pension  Board’s  care, 
the  Reporter’s  reserve  funds  are 
miniscule.  They  represent  no  less  life- 
giving  sweat  and  tears,  however,  than 
the  funds  handled  by  the  Pension  Board. 
And  they  are  no  less  important  to  the 
Reporter’s  future  as  a  viable  servant- 
agency  of  the  church  than  the  pension 
funds  are  to  the  livelihood  of  the  church’s 
retired  ministers. 

Like  the  Pension  Board,  we  felt 
obligated  to  invest  these  funds  at  a  rate 
of  return  larger  than  that  offered  by  the 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund. 
For  the  past  two  years,  the  Reporter  has 
received  an  average  return  on  these 
investments  in  excess  of  13%.  Our 
stewardship  of  the  wordly  funds 
entrusted  to  us  would  have  been 
compromised  if  we  had  invested  at  9% 
when  13%  was  available.  At  the  higher 
rate,  and  with  the  knowledge  that  our 
funds  are  being  used  for  loans  to  build  up 
the  church,  our  sense  of  stewardship  is 
magnified  rather  than  compromised. 

We  have  little  doubt  that  the  collective 
wisdom  of  Pension  Board  and  Church 
Development  Fund  leaders,  if  creatively 
applied,  could  produce  results  far 
superior  in  significance  for  the  pension 
holders,  for  the  church,  and  for  the 
building  of  God’s  Kingdom  on  earth. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Tithing  is  not  a  get-rich -quick 


To  the  Editor: 

Mr.  Rowe  makes  several  worthwhile 
observations  on  the  value  of  television 
ministries  in  his  article  headlined  “Do 
TV  ministries  hurt  local  church?” 
(UMR,  “My  Witness,”  Nov.  19).  What 
disturbs  me  is  the  view  of  tithing  which 
he  has  taken  from  a  “well-known 
television  evangelist.  ” 

The  last  statement  Mr.  Rowe  makes 
( “you  will  never  know  whether  it  works 
unless  you  try  it”)  causes  me  to  question 
the  motive  behind  tithing.  Do  we  give  in 
order  to  receive?  Is  God  a  sort  of  loan 
shark  who  is  bound  to  cough  up  a  certain 
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return  on  our  investment?  By  no  means! 
It  is  true  that  God  will  bless  and  provide 
for  those  who  serve  Him,  but  to  suggest 
that  He  will  always  multiply  back  what 
we  give  is  to  reduce  tithing  to  a  sort  of 
get-rich-quick  scheme. 

If  Mr.  Rowe  experienced  40  years  of 
joyless  tithing,  perhaps  it  was  because  he 
failed  to  be  truly  grateful  for  God’s 
provision.  Genuine  gratitude  leads  us 
cheerfully  to  return  a  percentage  of  our 
income  to  God  —  no  strings  attached. 
True  joy  comes  in  giving,  with  no  motive 
other  than  pleasing  God. 

Rick  Danielson 
Canaseraga,  New  York 

TV  ministries  inspire 
giving  to  local  church 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  want  to  say  I  heartily  agree  with 
the  Rev.  Ralph  Rowe’s  “My  Witness” 
article  headlined  “Do  TV  ministries  hurt 
the  local  church?”  (UMR,  Nov.  19) 
regarding  the  TV  ministries  and  their 
relation  to  the  local  church. 

In  my  own  experience,  the  TV 
ministries  have  inspired  me  to  increase 
my  giving  to  my  local  church. 

I’m  glad  to  know  that  others  have  had 
this  experience. 

Feme  Jantz 
Dallas,  Texas 

‘History  of  Hymns’  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  express  appreciation  for  the 
series  on  the  circumstances  out  of  which 
hymns  come  to  be  written.  Too  often  we 
repeat  the  words  of  hymns  meaninglessly. 
A  new  understanding  and  appreciation 
comes  when  we  know  the  story  of  the 
writing  of  the  hymns. 

I  have  found  hymn  stories  and  singing 
a  valuable  resource  in  ecumenical  and 
interreligious  group  worship  such  as  at 
nursing  and  retirement  homes  and 
hospitals.  Quite  often  persons  of  all  ages 
will  respond  to  music  when  they  do  not 
seemingly  respond  to  anything  else. 

Thank  you  for  adding  to  our 
information  of  the  origin  of  hymns  so  that 
we  can  appreciate  them  more. 

Norma  Wilkening 
Columbia,  Missouri 

Unilateral  disarmament 
would  be  Christian  wisdom 

To  the  Editor: 

Although  I  can  leave  it  all  in  God's 
hands,  I  believe  the  resurrected  Lord  is 
hoping  his  devoted  followers  make  right 


choices  about  nuclear  arms.  I  yearn  for 
security,  for  myself  and  my  grandchil¬ 
dren.  I  think  God  wants  us  to  demand  of 
our  government  immediate  and  total  uni¬ 
lateral  nuclear  disarmament. 

A  nuclear  war  might  leave  a  few 
pockets  of  life,  if  the  ozone  layer  were  not 
too  ruptured  and  fallout  somehow 
swirled  past  for  a  few  years.  But 
Christian  values  of  interpersonal 
relationships,  trust,  love,  hope,  would  be 
burned  away  in  the  tides  of  fear  and 
desperation.  We  must  prevent  that  awful 
event. 

Russians,  like  Americans,  hover 
poised  over  panic  buttons,  ready  to 
launch  nuclear  overkill  as  soon  as  their 
computer  warns  of  approaching  bombs. 
We  know  our  own  computers  have 
malfunctioned  several  times,  coming 
within  minutes  of  causing  a  nuclear 
launch  command.  Russian  computers 
are  not  likely  to  be  any  better  than  our 
own.  We  must  take  the  one  step  which 
would  make  them  turn  their  weapons  off 
our  cities.  Unilateral  disarmament  is  the 
only  way. 

We  must  invite  Russia,  and  all  nations, 
to  come  watch  the  removal  and  total 
elimination  of  all  our  nuclear  weapons, 
and  keep  observers  here  as  long  as  they 
want,  to  keep  confirming  the  absolute 
absence  of  nuclear  weapons.  Then,  they 
could  no  longer  fear  a  first  strike  from 
us.  They  would  have  no  reason  to  keep 
aiming  at  our  cities.  Turn  their  weapons 
somewhere  else. 

If  some  crazy  terrorist  exploded  a 
nuclear  bomb  over  Moscow,  the  Russian 
response  would  not  be  to  launch  total 
destruction  on  America,  because  they 
would  know  we  didn’t  have  any  nuclear 
weapons  left.  It  could  not  have  been  us. 

If  some  crazy  Russian  full  of  Vodka 
managed  to  push  a  button  to  launch  a 
nuclear  missile,  it  would  not  be  aimed  at 
us,  and  we  would  not  be  drawn  into 
accidental  war. 

If  Russia  wanted  to  conquer  us,  they 
would  not  use  nuclear  weapons,  which 
would  leave  nothing  worth  taking.  No, 
the  only  way  a  nuclear  war  will  start 
would  be  by  some  crazy,  or  misled, 
Russian  or  American  thinking  a  first 
strike  was  being  launched  by  the  other. 
Total  disarmament  of  nuclear  weapons 
would  prevent  that. 

Keeping  our  nuclear  weapons  is  the 
surest  way  to  let  the  ultimate  destruction 
of  mankind  happen  by  accident,  a 
preventable  accident.  I  believe  God  says 
“NO!” 

Incidentally,  ending  nuclear  arms 


71  prayer 
in  preparation 
for  Christmas 


By  DR.  DeWANE  ZIMMERMAN 
Phoenix,  Arizona 
O  God,  lest  I  come  to  Christmas 
over-committed  and  under¬ 
nourished, 

more  pressured  and  less  prepared, 
more  filled  with  Christmas  shove 
than  love, 

trying  to  buy  what  can’t  be  bought, 
help  me  each  day  to  take  time: 
to  look  often  and  long 
at  the  marvelous  earth 
and  all  that  lives  upon  it 
to  be  with  heart  and  soul 
a  friend  with  all  I  find. 

Let  me  see  others  as  You  would  have 
me  see  them, 

and  seek  a  wisdom  that  is  not 
censorious. 

Let  me  be  learning  always 
from  all  that  happens  to  me, 
to  accept  with  gratitude  all  that 
gladdens, 

with  faith  all  that  brings  grief, 
and  know  the  Light  shines  in  all 
the  darkness. 

Grant  me,  O  God, 

to  carry  with  me  during  these 
Advent  days 

the  kindness  that  I  look  for, 
to  be  gentle 

as  I  wish  the  world  were  gentle, 
and  by  being  loving, 
to  bring  closer  to  fulfillment 
all  that  I  long  for  Christmas. 
Emmanuel,  be  with  me. 


Mv  Witnt  >ss 

A  20th  century  psalm 
shares  God’s  appeal  to  us 


By  DORIS  B.  HAMILTON 

Oh,  Lord,  my  God,  when  1  consider  the 
power  and  beauty,  the  holiness  and 
perfection  of  your  mind,  I  bow  before 
you  in  awe  and  wonder. 

Open  my  mind,  that  I  may  hear  and 
understand  when  you  speak  to  me. 

I  am  your  God.  I  created  you  and  all  the 
universe. 

I  created  your  minds  that  you  might 
learn  of  my  perfect  plan  for  my 
universe  and  all  humankind. 

I  created  your  wills,  hoping  you  would  be 
filled  with  a  desire  to  follow  my  plans. 

I  created  your  strength,  that  you  might 
be  able  to  carry  them  out. 

I  created  your  hearts,  that  you  might 
discover  the  joy  of  loving  me  and  your 
fellow  humans  as  you  work  with  me, 
and  them. 

I  created  your  souls,  that  you  might  be 
united  with  me  in  love  and  holiness. 

I  continue  to  create  and  sustain.  Your 
work  is  to  produce  and  maintain  what 
is  necessary  for  joyful,  healthful, 
fulfilling  life. 

I  gave  you  beauty  —  beauty  of  sky  and 
sea,  rocks  and  streams,  mountains 
and  valley,  trees  and  flowers, 
animals,  fish  and  birds,  but  you  are 
polluting  and  destroying  them. 

I  gave  you  talents,  that  you  might  follow 
my  example  in  creating  beauty  —  the 
beauty  of  music  and  dance,  picture 
and  sculpture,  drama  and  poetry,  but 
you  have  abused  it  for  the  sake  of 
popularity,  quantity  and  financial 
rewards. 

I  gave  you  an  inventive  genius,  that  you 


Here  I  Stand 


might  lighten  the  work  load  for  all 
humankind,  but  you  have  used  it  to 
enrich  the  few. 

I  gave  you  a  sense  of  humor,  that  you 
might  not  take  too  seriously  either 
yourselves  or  your  brief  span  of  life  on 
this  planet,  but  you  have  abused  it  by 
ridiculing  others  to  inflate  your  own 
ego. 

You  I  created,  and  you  I  know 

I  know  your  thoughts  before  they  are 
formed. 

I  know  your  words  before  they  are 
spoken. 

I  know  your  actions  while  still  in  your 
minds. 

But  especially,  I  know  your  motives  — 
something  you  may  never  know  if  you 
hide  from  yourselves,  and  try  to  hide 
from  me. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  all  you  think  and  say  and 
do  to  sadden  me,  I  love  you  —  my  sons 
and  daughters  created  out  of  my  love. 

But  how  can  you  know  of  my  love  if  you 
hide  from  me? 

I  created  a  bountiful  and  beauteous 
planet  to  fill  all  your  needs  for 
sustenance  and  beauty.  I  created  you 
as  its  stewards. 

Out  of  greed,  you  are  plundering  my 
planet  of  its  natural  resources, 
causing  devastation  and  want. 

You  have  taken  for  your  own  enrichment 
far  more  than  you  need:  Things  I 
created  for  all,  including  future 
generations, 

You  have  produced  so  much  excess 
waste,  you  have  buried  much  of 
earth’s  beauty,  and  are  in  danger  of 
being  destroyed  by  it. 

And  yet  I  continue  to  love  you. 


Cuba’s  approach  offers 
model  for  the  church 


By  PUNCH  WOODS 
After  an  all  too  brief  (one  week)  study 
tour  of  church-state  relations  in  Cuba 
this  summer,  I  came  away  with  a  clearer 
vision  of  what  the  church  needs  to  be  and 
needs  to  do.  I’ve  always  felt  (well,  for  the 
last  decade  maybe)  that  the  function  of 
the  believer,  and  therefore  the  church,  is 
to  live  and  act  out  his/her  faith  and  only 
speak  of  that  faith  when  (if)  asked.  That 
means  evangelism  is,  at  most,  a  latent 
function  of  one’s  faith  while  social  action 
and  social  concerns  are  primary. 

With  this  view  of  faith,  I  am  very 
interested  in  what’s  happening  in  Cuba. 

One  of  the  church  leaders  with  whom 
we  met  while  in  Cuba  said  that  prior  to 
the  revolution  in  1959  the  various 
religious  groups  had  only  a  fraction  of  all 
the  potential  students  at  various  levels  of 
education  in  the  various  church-related 
schools.  But  after  the  revolution, 
education  became  free  for  everyone  and 


scheme 
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would  reduce  our  national  budget  deficit, 
let  employment  recover,  reduce  interest 
rates,  and  reduce  emotional  stress.  If 
President  Reagan  would  bring  it  about, 
he  would  be  the  greatest  hero  of  the 
century.  The  whole  world  is  sick  of  being 
afraid  of  the  giants  posturing  with  total 
destruction  in  their  sweaty  hands. 
ENOUGH!  Dismantle  the  devil’s 
machines.  Let  Christian  wisdom  have  a 
chance. 

David  MacMurdo 
Citrus  Heights,  California 

Church  should  inform 
members  about  WCC,NCC 

To  the  Editor: 

It  does  not  seem  unreasonable  to  ask 
that  the  denominations  which  support  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  keep  their 
members  fully  informed  regarding  the 
activities,  decisions,  and  policies  of  these 
groups.  Any  organization  depending 
upon,  even  mandating,  financial 
contributions  which  make  its  existence 
possible,  owes  this  much  to  its 
constituency. 

It  is  a  basic  right  that  the  people  know 
what  they  are  supporting  and  have  a 
certain  influence  upon  policies  which  are 
implemented  with  their  resources. 
Something  is  missing  when  knowledge  of 
such  matters  must  come  from  secular 
sources.  This  is  an  important  matter  if 
the  trust  of  the  people  in  their  leadership 
is  to  be  maintained. 

Gordon  and  Neva  Martin 
Rochester,  Minnesota 


Cuba  conducted  an  extensive  literacy 
campaign.  Now  Cuba  has  one  of  the 
highest  literacy  levels  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere.  This  was  followed  by  an 
effort  to  give  everyone  a  sixth  grade 
education.  This  goal  was  reached  and 
Cuba  is  presently  working  to  bring 
everyone’s  education  level  up  to  the 
eighth  grade.  Obviously,  education  for 
everyone  world-wide  is  what  the  church 
needs  to  support,  not  an  education  for  the 
elite. 

Adequate  health  care 

Another  basic  need  of  all  societies  is 
adequate  health  care.  The  church  in 
general,  and  Methodism  in  particular, 
has  always  attempted  to  provide  medical 
services.  In  Cuba  today,  health  care  is 
available  and  free  to  everyone.  The 
success  of  Cuba’s  health  care  can  be  seen 
in  their  low  infant  mortality  rate  —  29  per 
1000  live  births  —  and  relatively  high  life 
expectancy  at  age  one  —  71.1  years. 
Compare  this  to  the  neighboring 
countries  of  Haiti  —  150  deaths  per  1000 
live  births  and  life  expectancy  of  57.8 
years  —  or  the  Dominican  Republic  —  98 
deaths  per  1000  live  births  and  life 
expectancy  of  63.3  years. ; 

There  are  other  social  concerns  of  the 
Cuban  society  —  including  enough  food 
for  everyone.  Visiting  the  dairy 
collective,  Valle  de  la  Picadura,  we 
heard  from  Ramon  Castro  that  Cuba  still 
has  to  import  dairy  products,  but  much 
less  than  before  the  revolution  and 
nearly  everyone  is  able  to  consume  dairy 
products.  (In  most  Third  World 
countries,  only  a  small  percentage  of  the 
population  has  access  to  dairy  products. ) 
The  church,  too,  has  always  been 
concerned  with  providing  food  to  the 
hungry,  but  charity  is  not  enough.  The 
church,  like  the  Cuban  society,  must 
work  to  assure  that  everyone  has  enough 
food.  The  last  thing  I  want  to  do  is  ration 
food  or  line  up  to  wait  for  it  as  people 
must  in  Cuba.  But  that  system  assures 
everyone  a  line  and  enough  food.  In  the 
USA,  we  ration  food  by  limiting  the 
number  of  dollars  one  has  or  by  one’s 
ability  to  struggle  through  the  welfare 
and  charity  maze. 

Food  and  full  employment 

A  way  of  assuring  everyone  enough 
food  is  to  guarantee  full  employment  as 
Cuba  has  done.  (With  full  employment 
everyone  would  have  an  income  with 
which  to  buy  food.)  I  don’t  know  of  any 
church  activities  that  hire  anyone  and 
everyone  who  wants  a  job,  but  maybe  we 
should,  as  a  community  of  believers,  in¬ 
sist  that  everyone  wanting  a  job  have  one. 
That’s  utopian!  Or  is  it  just  a  realistic 
solution  to  most  of  our  nation’s  social  ills? 

Other  basic  needs  such  as  clothing  and 
shelter  are  dealt  with  in  a  similar  fashion 
in  Cuba,  limited  and/or  rationed.  And 
again  the  church  is  dealing  with  those 
issues  at  a  token  level.  I’m  not 
suggesting  that  we  discontinue  our 
charity  programs,  but  I  am  suggesting 
that  we  must  struggle  for  social  change. 
We  must  struggle  to  assure  everyone 
adequate  food,  shelter,  clothing, 
employment,  education  and  health  care. 

Cuba  is  not  utopia.  It  has  many 
problems  including  its  foreign  debt  of 
millions  of  dollars  per  day  it  receives 
from  Russia  (not  unlike  the  millions 
Israel  receives  from  the  USA  every  day. ) 
Cuba  is  a  poor  nation,  a  Third  World  coun¬ 
try,  but  its  commitment  is  to  provide  the 
basic  necessities  ot  its  people.  Christians 
can  have  no  less  a  commitment. 

•‘Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contri¬ 
butor,  Punch  Woods,  is  a  home  mission¬ 
ary  in  the  Pacific  Southwest  Conference 
and  a  member  of  Menlo  Park  UMC. 


You  have  failed  to  feed  your  souls  on  the 
beauties  of  nature,  and  have  not  found 
tranquillity. 

You  have  saddled  yourselves  with 
luxuries,  but  have  not  found  peace. 

You  try  to  ensure  your  future,  but  have 
not  found  hope. 

You  struggle  for  security,  but  have  not 
found  faith. 

You  are  slaves  of  your  many  possessions, 
but  have  not  found  joy. 

Out  of  greed,  or  jealousy,  or  bigotry,  you 
have  made  enemies  of  your  fellow 
human. 

You  try  to  possess  your  families  and 
friends,  but  have  not  found  love. 

To  all  these  matters  you  have  given 
priority  over  me  and  my  love. 

Love  is  found  only  in  sharing  —  your 
time,  your  talents,  your  energies; 
your  thoughts,  your  possessions,  your 
loved  ones,  with  those  in  need. 

Two  thousand  years  ago  I  came  among 
you  Myself,  in  the  person  of  my. 
Beloved  Son,  to  be  the  perfect 
example  of  what  I  am  telling  you  now. 
When  he  returned  to  me,  I  sent  my  Holy 
Spirit  to  guide,  comfort  and 
strengthen  you ;  to  help  you  leam  how 
I  yearn  for  you  ;  how  I  continue  to  love 
you,  and  to  forgive  you  when  you 
repent,  and  continue  to  offer  you  a 
new  life  in  me. 

Turn  to  me,  my  children,  to  learn  of 
perfect  love,  and  you  will  find  peace, 
joy,  faith,  hope  and  love  to  sustain  you 
through  all  of  life  and  beyond. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Doris  B. 
Hamilton,  is  a  member  of  the  Branford 
UMC  in  Branford,  Connecticut  (Southern 
New  England  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  The  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076, 
Dallas,  Texas  75222. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 


in  Cynthiana,  Kentucky 

With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  approximately  500 
member-families  of  the  First  UMC  in 
Cynthiana,  Kentucky  (Kentucky 
Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  325  local  churches  across  the 
U.S.  which  publish  special  editions  of  this 
newspaper  —  combining  local  church 
news  with  annual  conference  and  general 
religious  news  and  opinion,  and  mailing 
it  as  one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Cynthiana,  we 
say  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative,  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you 
for  reading  your  edition  of  the  Report¬ 
er.” 
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Church  called  ‘sleeping  giant’  in  public  influence 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The 
church  is  a  sleeping  giant  that  has  not 
utilized  the  skills  it  has  to  influence  pub¬ 
lic  policy,  the  only  United  Methodist 
minister  in  Congress  told  an 
ecumenical  gathering  of  about  100 
urban  activists  last  month. 

The  Rev.  Bob  Edgar,  a  Democrat 
who  represents  a  heavily  Republican 
House  of  Representatives  district 
outside  Philadelphia,  urged  his 
hearers,  and  the  people  they  represent, 
to  get  involved  in  the  legislative 
process.  “Senators  and  representatives 
may  not  know  anything  about  the  issue 
in  which  you  are  interested  unless  you 
teach  them,"  he  said. 

“Congressmen  are  like  television 
sets,  with  somebody  constantly 


changing  the  channel,”  continued  the 
eight-year  veteran  of  the  House.  Rep. 
Edgar  said  he  is  expected  to  cast 
between  800  and  900  votes  a  year  on 
pending  legislation.  This  m^ans,  he 
said,  a  Congressman  can  be  a  specialist 
in  only  a  few  areas. 

Rep.  Edgar  told  the  group,  which 
included  about  25  United  Methodists, 
Congress  is  made  up  of  average 
individuals,  not  “the  brightest  and  the 
best.”  In  this  respect,  he  said, 
“Congress  is  not  much  different  from 
the  membership  of  your  church."  The 
former  pastor  of  churches  in  an  urban 
area  said  this  makes  it  essential  to 
recognize  the  “humanity  of  the  political 
process”  if  efforts  to  influence 
legislation  are  to  succeed. 


Rep.  Edgar  voiced  reservations’  that 
the  majority  of  senators  and 
representatives  are  fully  aware  of  the 
changes  that  are  taking  place  on 
“Planet  Earth."  "We  can’t  talk  about 
urban  ministries  unless  we  put  them 
into  a  global  context,”  he  said. 

Government,  Rep.  Edgar  asserted, 
has  a  “moral  task  in  relation  to  those 
who  are  the  least  and  who  live  in  urban 
America.” 

The  conference  at  which  Rep.  Edgar 
spoke  was  sponsored  by  the  Churches’ 
Center  for  Theology  and  Public  Policy 
here  to  consider  formation  of  a  church 
lobby  on  urban  policies. 

The  Congressman  told  the  group  that 
effective  lobbying  includes  four 
ingredients  —  eye  to  eye  contact  with  a 


senator  or  representative,  getting  to 
know  Congressional  staffs,  using  the 
telephone,  and  thoughtful  individual 
letters.  “Form  letters,’’  he  asserted, 
“don’t  mean  anything.’’ 

At  the  close  of  the  three-day 
conference,  the  church  leaders  decided 
to  form  an  organization  that  will  lobby 
with  both  legislators  and  the 
administrators  and  serve  other 
advocacy  functions  as  an  urban  policy 
center. 

An  organizing  committee  of  two 
dozen  persons  was  formed,  ten  of  them 
United  Methodists.  Included  were 
Cassandra  Johnson  and  the  Rev. 
Stanley  Knock  of  Washington;  Larry 
Mens,  Minneapolis;  Elizabeth  Beams, 
Omaha;  Ruth  Beshalski,  Toledo,  Ohio; 


the  Rev.  Chester  L.  Guinn,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa;  Professor  Charles  H.  Moore, 
Birmingham,  Ala. ;  the  Rev.  C.  Richard 
Shanor,  San  Diego;  the  Rev.  Paul 
Biery,  Cleveland,  and  the  Rev. 
K inmoth  W.  Jefferson  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  National  Division 
staff. 

“We  didn’t  know  how  many  would 
come  when  we  called  the  conference," 
said  the  Rev.  Alan  F.  Geyer,  the  United 
Methodist  who  heads  the  sponsoring 
agency,  “but  we  thought  it  was  the 
right  moment  to  try  to  do  something.’’ 

The  some  25  United  Methodists  from 
a  dozen  states  made  up  the  largest 
denominational  group  attending  the 
meeting. 
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Congressman  Edgar 


Team  reports 

‘Terror,  torture 
violations  seen 
in  Guatemala 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  An  ecumenical  fact-finding  team  sent 
recently  to  Guatemala  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches  reported 
here  that  its  interviews  with  witnesses  there  showed  a  pattern  of 
“terror  and  torture”  by  the  Guatemalan  army. 

The  three  Protestants  and  one  Catholic  priest,  invited  to  Guatemala 
by  President  Efrain  Rios  Montt,  accused  his  government  of  “gross 
and  consistent  violations  of  human  rights”  on  the  basis  of  about  40 
interviews  between  Nov.  7  and  12.  The  army  “carries  out  extrajudicial 
killings  of  men  it  identifies  as  supporters  of  the  guerrillas,  using 
hooded  informers,  frequently  in  the  presence  of  families  and 
rieighbors  of  the  victims,”  the  report  said. 

One  such  incident  documented  by  the  team  occurred  Oct.  18  in  Santa 
Anita  las  Canoas,  where  all  adults  and  children  were  herded  into  the 
Catholic  chapel  by  the  army  to  watch  as  people  wearing  hoods  accused 
18  men  of  being  “mixed  up  in  things”  —  allegedly  collaborating  with 
insurgents.  That  night  all  18  were  shot  in  the  chapel  yard  and  buried  in 
a  common  grave,  the  team  said. 

Corinne  B.  Johnson,  an  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
official  on  the  team,  said  the  Guatemalan  armed  forces  carried  out 
this  massacre  even  though  crops  growing  in  the  fields  confirmed 
villagers’  claims  that  few  of  them  had  joined  the  guerrillas  or  fled  to 
the  mountains.  Eyewitness  accounts  of  the  incident  were  volunteered 
by  two  villagers  in  the  presence  of  an  army  captain,  who  remained 
silent,  Ms.  Johnson  recalled. 

Although  in  this  case  she  felt  the  presence  of  the  officer  violated 
assurances  by  the  Guatemalan  government  that  the  delegation  would 
not  be  accompanied  during  interviews,  ussally  there  was  no  attempt 
by  the  army  to  impede  free  access  to  citizens,  she  told  reporters. 

An  official  of  the  Guatemalan  Embassy  said  Ambassador  Jorge 
Zelya  had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  analyze  the  report,  but  in  any 
event  would  have  no  comment  on  “incidents  in  particular.”  The 
spokesman  said  the  Guatemalan  government  we; corned  an  open 
exchange  of  ideas  and  information  with  any  U.S.  human  rights  group. 

A  State  Department  official  who  received  a  copy  of  the  NCC  team’s 
report  from  Ms.  Johnson  commented  after  reading  it  that  the 
relatively  few  detailed  and  documented  accounts  of  human  rights 
violations  would  be  “useful”  but  he  felt  the  report’s  conclusions  were 
too  sweeping.  He  asked  not  to  be  identified. 


Christmas  ‘match’ continues  to  glow 

Adopt-a-family 


friends  share  wealth,  joy 


SOMEWHERE  ALONG  THE  MEXICAN 
Guatemalan  Indians  fleeing  their  country’s 
somewhere  in  Mexico.  During  1982,  more  than 
Mexico. 


—  These  are  some  of  the  faces  of 
war.  shown  after  taking  refuge 
people  have  gone  into  exile  in 
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By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

TIPP  CITY,  Ohio  —  What  do  an  upper 
middle  class  United  Methodist  family 
and  an  economically-struggling  family 
have  in  common? 

The  spirit  of  Christmas  giving  —  all 
year  round. 

John  and  Jeanne  Ward  and  their 
family,  of  this  Dayton  suburb,  are 
planning  to  share  their  third  Christmas 
with  a  family  here  who  might  otherwise 
have  nothing  to  celebrate.  Mr.  Ward, 
vice  president  of  operations  at  a  Dayton 
chemical  company,  and  his  wife,  Jeanne, 
met  Bud  and  Carolyn  Money  and  their 
two  daughters  through  an  adopt-a-family 
Christmas  program  sponsored  by  St. 
Paul  UMC.  Since  then  they  have  shared 
not  only  presents  at  Christmas,  but 
family  outings,  shows  and  plays,  food 

Carolyn  Money  is  a  dishwasher  who 
works  seven  days-per-week  at  a  Dayton 
diner.  Her  husband,  Bud,  is  unable  to 
work  due  to  frequent  illnesses  and  bouts 
with  alcoholism. 


Said  Jeanne  Ward,  “The  Lord  brought 
us  together.” 

Mrs.  Ward,  a  member  of 
Ginghamsburg  UMC,  heard  about  the 
Moneys  through  St.  Paul  in  October  1980. 
At  once,  she  said,  she  wanted  to  establish 
a  long-term  friendship  with  the  family. 

“I  didn’t  want  it  to  seem  if  we  were 
giving  them  a  handout  for  one  day,”  she 
said.  “I  prayed  about  it  and  decided  to 
try  and  establish  a  friendship." 

The  Moneys  were  among  more  than  100 
persons  who  were  “adopted”  by  local 
churches,  groups  and  individuals  in  the 
Dayton  area  that  year  through  St.  Paul’s 
program.  The  project  was  devised  to 
provide  a  special  Christmas  for  low- 
income  and  destitute  families  who  are 
clients  of  St.  Paul’s  food  co-op,  food 
basket,  emergency  clothing  project  and 
referral  services  throughout  the  year. 
Those  clients  became  the  families 
available  for  “adoption." 

Ginghamsburg  UMC  has  been 
especially  responsive  to  the  adopt-a- 
family  program,  said  its  pastor,  the 


Rev.  Michael  Slaughter.  Ginghamsburg 
members  have  adopted  at  least  six 
families  each  year  since  1980.  Mr. 
Slaughter  said  he  has  encouraged  his 
suburban  members  not  only  to  share  at 
least  20  percent  of  what  they  normally 
spend  on  their  own  family’s  Christmas 
with  the  needy  family,  but  he  also  urges 
them  to  establish  lasting  relationships. 

The  Wards  took  their  pastor's 
suggestion  seriously.  Mrs.  Ward  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Money,  telling  a  little  about  herself 
and  her  family.  She  enclosed  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope  and 
encouraged  Carolyn  to  write  her  back. 

Mrs.  Money  wrote  and  the  two  families 
began  to  communicate  by  letter.  The 
week  before  Christmas  the  families 
made  arrangements  to  meet  in  person  at 
the  Moneys’  home. 

"By  the  time  we  got  together  it  was 
really  comfortable  for  all  of  us, 
especially  the  children,"  Mrs.  Ward  told 
the  Reporter. 

The  next  week  the  Wards  visited  the 
Moneys  with  presents  for  the  children. 


Christmas  decorations  for  their  home 
and  gift  certificates  for  Carolyn  and  Bud. 

In  return  the  Moneys  gave  the  Wards  a 
box  of  homemade  fudge  and  a  Christmas 
card  with  two  dollars  for  the  children. 
“Our  accepting  their  gift  made  our  gifts 
easier  for  them  to  accept,"  Mrs.  Ward 
said. 

Since  then,  the  families  have  shared  lots 
of  times  together.  The  Money  girls  are 
frequent  overnight  guests  of  the  Wards’ 
daughters.  The  two  families  have  been 
hiking  together,  to  shows  and  plays  and 
to  summer  camp. 

“The  reason  I  encourage  my  members 
to  participate  is  to  help  them  dispel  some 
fears  and  misperceptions  they  may  have 
about  poor  people.  Mr.  Slaughter  said, 
“We  are  all  part  of  the  body  of  Christ  and 
have  to  recognize  our  oneness  if  we  are  to 
be  the  church." 

Mrs.  Ward  agreed.  “The  Moneys  are 
our  friends.  I  just  praise  the  Lord  that 
we’ve  been  able  to  share  our  blessings. 
And,  of  course,  we’ve  been  blessed  in 
return.” 


Physical  fitness  included 

Intentional  spiritual  ministry  designed 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE  —  In  a  pioneer  effort 
among  Protestants,  United  Methodism’s 
Upper  Room  organization  next  May  will 
begin  a  two-year  program  to  help  up  to  48 
persons  develop  “an  intentional  spiritual 
ministry  within  the  church.” 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation 
here  —  four  years  in  the  making  —  will 
be  a  major  new  element  in  a  growing 
emphasis  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  “spiritual  formation”  among 
its  clergy  and  lay  members. 

;  Academy  students  —  applications  will 
be  accepted  “into  January”  —  will 
gather  one  week  every  three  months 
during  a  two-year  period  in  a  setting 
described  as  a  combination  of  a 
monastery  and  an  academic  doctoral 
program. 

The  Rev.  Danny  Morris,  director  of 
developing  ministries  for  the  Upper 
Room,  said  the  academy  will  be  selecting 
persons  who  are  involved  in  all  kinds  of 
ministries  and  who  represent  a  wide 
assortment  of  backgrounds  in  terms  of 
ethnic  groups,  gender,  geographic 
location  and  lay  and  clergy. 

Develop  spiritual  gifts 

“The  purpose  of  the  academy  —  a 
center  for  specialized  learning  and 


experience  —  is  to  provide  a  setting  for 
spiritually  mature  persons  for 
discovering  and  cultivating  their 
spiritual  gifts”  so  that  they  can  become 
“spiritual  leaven”  in  their  respective 
communities. 

Those  persons  who  successfully 
complete  the  program  will  become 
members  of  a  permanent  National 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation.  It  is 
expected  to  be  an  important  resource 
group  for  the  growing  spiritual  formation 
movement. 

Mr.  Morris  noted  that  concentrated 
development  in  spiritual  formation  has 
in  the  past  been  almost  the  exclusive 
territory  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 

The  Upper  Room,  a  section  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  which 
publishes  the  devotional  guide  by  the 
same  name,  already  has  an  on-going 
spiritual  formation  program  designed 
primarily  for  lay  persons.  It  is  called 
“The  Walk  to  Emmaus.”  It  is  patterned 
after  the  Catholic  Cursillo  retreats. 

“This  definitely  is  not  a  temporary 
emphasis  for  the  Upper  Room,"  said 
Stephen  J.  Robertson,  director  of 
promotion.  “We’ve  committed  ourselves 
to  this  (spiritual  formation)  being  our  on¬ 
going  gift  to  the  church  in  its  third 
century.” 


United  Methodist  bishops  last  month 
unanimously  called  the  denomination’s 
members  to  commit  themselves  to 
examine  “our  faith  and  our  response  to 
the  presence  of  and  the  leading  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.” 

Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield  Jr.  of  the 
Houston  Area  and  president  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  said  spiritual  formation  is 
not  a  trend,  a  fad  or  an  emphasis  which 
can  be  capitalized  on.  “It  is  a  deep  move¬ 
ment  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which  is  moving 
across  the  earth  .  .  .  Our  church  is  bank¬ 
rupt  unless  there  is  greater  emphasis  on 
spiritual  formation." 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  the  New  York 
Area  said  the  church  is  experiencing  an 
era  of  exhaustion  following  decades 
when  it  was  heavily  committed  to  social 
action.  “Now  there  is  a  sense  of  the  need 
for  a  rehearsal  of  our  undergirding 
pinions  ...  to  know  who  we  are,  where 
we  come  from,  where  we  are  going  and 
why  ...  a  time  to  refuel  and  begin 
again.” 

Bishop  Crutchfield  said  his  proposal 
that  the  council  give  special  attention  to 
the  matter  was  based  on  these 
assumptions;  (1)  bishops  create  the 
climate  of  their  conferences;  (2)  God  is 
offering  the  church  another  chance: 


(3)  the  future  is  open  to  spiritually 
sensitive  people,  and  (4)  "there  is 
vividly  available  to  us  spiritual  power.  ’’ 

Bishop  Nichols  and  Bishop  James  A. 
Armstrong  of  the  Indiana  Area  are  on  the 
faculty  of  the  new  academy.  During  each 
week  of  the  two-year  program,  two 
faculty  persons  will  guide  participants. 

The  16-member  planning  group  for  the 
academy  includes  Bishop  Calvin 
McConnell  of  the  Portland  (Ore.)  Area, 
retired  Bishop  Lance  Webb  and  the  Rev. 
Maxie  Dunnam,  former  world  editor  of 
the  Upper  Room. 

Involves  total  person 

Mr.  Morris  said  the  academy  will 
stress  that  spiritual  formation  involves 
the  total  person.  A  personal  physical 
fitness  program  will  be  offered  which 
includes  a  professional  physical 
analysis.  The  week-long  sessions  will 
include  designated  time  for  reading, 
silent  meditation,  a  variety  of  worship 
experiences  as  well  as  two  classroom 
periods  each  day. 

The  total  fee  is  $3,000  per  person.  Each 
applicant  should  have  the  endorsement 
of  a  local  church,  district  or  annual 
conference  organization  or  “other 
suitable  sponsor."  Persons  desiring 
more  information  should  write  to  Mr. 
Morris  at  Box  189,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 


‘Consultation’  process 
again  found  deficient 
in  ‘the  Tchula  matter’ 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  The  fourth  and  final 
national-level  investigation  into  the 
controversial  use  of  some  $13,000  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  general  funds  in  Mississippi 
—  also  known  variously  as  “the  Eddie 
Carthan  case”  or  “the  Tchula  matter"  — 
has  been  completed. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  stated  that  some  consul¬ 
tation  did  take  place  between  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  National  Division  and  the 
North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference 
before  the  funds  were  distributed.  But 
this  latest  report  also  found  that  the  con¬ 
sultation  was  inadequate  as  measured 
against  paragraph  817  of  “The  Book  of 
Discipline." 

Those  findings  differed  from  those  of 
the  other  general  church  bodies  only  in 
that  two  did  not  conclude  that  any  “con¬ 
sultation"  took  place. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  at  its  annual  meeting 
here  Nov.  30-Dec.  2  adopted  its  findings 
from  its  task  force  which  joined  similar 
groups  from  two  other  general  church 
agencies  at  a  hearing  in  Jackson,  Miss., 
Aug.  11.  At  issue  is  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion’s  participation  in  a  support  effort  for 
Mr.  Carthan,  the  convicted  black  former 
mayor  of  the  small  Mississippi  town  of 
Tchula. 

The  general  mood  of  the 
denomination’s  central  financial  body 
here  last  week  was  not  that  it  had  plowed 
new  ground  in  the  Mississippi  matter  but 
that  the  church  must  move  to  “what 
next?”  steps. 

‘Consultation’  next  step 

The  major  “next  step”  was  announced 
here.  The  chief  executive  officers  of  the 
denomination’s  general  church  agencies 
will  discuss  “consultation”  at  their  next 
meeting  in  February.  Specifically,  they 
are  expected  to  discuss  exactly  what 
each  understands  “consultation”  to 
mean  as  required  in  Paragraph  817  and 
how  their  agency  attempts  to  live  within 
both  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  that 
portion  of  church  law. 

The  chief  executives  are  expected  to 
try  to  reconcile  any  differences  in  their 
understandings  of  “consultation”  or  to 
acknowledge  any  seeming  irreconcilable 
differences  and  to  report  the  results  to 
their  respective  agencies’  meetings  in 
March.  A  compilation  of  understandings 
will  be  sent  to  the  73  annual  conferences 
so  that  the  whole  church  will  know  what 
is  understood  and  intended  regarding 
“consultation”  before  general  church 
funds  are  spent  in  a  given  locality. 

Meanwhile,  legislative  committees  of 
both  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  are  working  toward  a  joint 
definition  of  “consultation”  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  1984  General  Conference. 

The  Rev.  J.  Clair  Jarvis  of  West 
Virginia,  who  chaired  the  tri-agency 
investigation  in  Mississippi  last  August, 
told  his  colleagues  on  the  GCFA  that  “a 
process  of  understanding  and 
reconciliation  was  already  in  place" 
between  the  National  Division  and  the 
Mississippi  United  Methodists  when  the 
investigation  was  held  and  that  “a 
very  conciliatory  and  productive 
atmosphere"  has  continued  there.  He 
also  noted  that  National  Division  officials 
have  acknowledged  that  adequate 
consultation  did  not  take  place  and  that 
corrective  steps  have  been  taken. 

In  other  business  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration 
authorized  a  search  committee  to  begin 
seeking  a  successor  to  the  council’s 
general  secretary,  the  Rev.  Ewing  T. 
Wayland,  who  is  expected  to  retire 
following  the  1984  General  Conference.  A 
successor  is  expected  to  be  elected  at  the 
council’s  fall  1983  meeting. 

Giving  may  outpace  inflation 

Dr.  Wayland  told  the  council  that 
receipts  to  all  general  church  funds  as  of 
Oct.  31  were  $3.5  million  ahead  of  the 
same  time  a  year  ago.  He  added  there  is 
“a  very  good  chance"  that  receipts  to 
general  funds  in  1982  will  rise  faster  than 
the  inflation  rate  “for  the  first  time  in 
several  years." 

The  council  received  five  requests  for 
funding  beyond  budgeted  amounts.  The 
council : 

•  Granted  $10,000  to  complete  the  work 
of  the  Infant  Formula  Task  Force.  It  was 
explained  that  the  nine-person  group  has 
spent  most  of  its  $45,000  budget  in 
hearings  involving  the  Nestle  Co.  and  an 
international  boycott  of  that  firm  and 
needs  the  additional  funds  to  carry  on 


UM  finance  council 
takes  several  actions 


inquiries  with  three  U.S.  manufacturers 
of  infant  formula,  as  directed  by  the  1980 
General  Conference. 

•  Allocated  $20,000  per  year  in  1982, 
1983,  and  1984  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  ($60,000  total)  to  help  pay 
expenses  of  that  body’s  1983  assembly  in 
Canada.  It  was  explained  that  the  WCC 
has  underestimated  travel  costs  of 
delegates  by  some  $1  million. 

•  Approved  up  to  $27,500  to  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  based  on  that 
council’s  raising  $3  in  “new  money"  for 
each  $1  the  GCFA  provides,  to  help 
remodel  the  council’s  headquarters  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C 

•  Voted  an  emergency  administrative 
grant  of  $10,000  in  1983  and  again  in  1984 
(total  $20,000)  to  the  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  increased  that  agency’s  1983 
budget  by  an  additional  $10,000,  and 
authorized  the  commission  to  solicit 
World  Service  Special  Gifts  to  be  used  for 
leadership  development. 

A  request  for  GCFA  approval  of  the 
sale  of  the  Church  Center  for  the  United 
Nations  from  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  to  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Women’s  Division  was 
delayed,  reportedly  pending  settlement 
of  some  legal  issues  in  New  York  City. 

The  council  was  told  that  monthly 
payments  are  on  schedule  on  the  $1 
million  it  advanced  to  the  “National 
Television  Presence  and  Ministry  Fund¬ 
raising  campaign."  Payments  are  ap¬ 
proximately  $33,000  monthly,  principal 
and  interest,  and  the  loan  is  expected  to 
be  repaid  by  the  end  of  1984 

Officials  of  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  agency  assigned 
the  TV  Presence  and  Ministry 

responsibility,  reported  total  revenue 
just  over  $500,000  and  expenses 

exceeding  revenue  by  just  over  $900,000. 
Programming  funds  on  hand  permit  the 
airing  of  one  hour  of  programs  per  week, 
using  satellite  “uplink"  facilities  at  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  La. 

The  chairman  of  GCFA’s  Operations 
Committee,  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke  of 
Palo  Alto,  Calif.,  said  the  council  has  not 
been  actively  engaged  in  discussions 
with  other  general  church  agencies 

regarding  a  possible  UM  headquarters 

and  conference  center  in  Nashville.  But 
he  said  a  small  committee  will  look  into 
the  matter.  The  council  meanwhile 
affirmed  that  it  —  and  its  predecessor 
agencies  —  have  been  located  in  the 
Chicago  area  since  1939  and  said  “little 
thought  has  been  given  to  any  other 
location." 
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church  growth? 

Ann  Pfisterer,  president  of  the 
National  Division,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  did.  She's  one 
of  2,000  persons  who  are  helping 
the  church  grow  through  the 
United  Methodist  Development 
Fund.  Will  you  join  in  the  effort? 
Nova  A.  Langston 
UMDF,  Room  303-E 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York.  NY  10115 
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6 Face  of  hope  ’ 


New  social  action  leader  wants 
members’ advice,  commitment 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Dr.  Haviland  Houston  is  the  new  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Interviewed 
here  by  Associate  Editor  Roy  Howard  Beck,  she  talks  of  her  first  year’s 
experience  and  vision  for  United  Methodist’s  becoming  a  “Face  of  Hope’’ 
for  society. 

Dr.  Houston  ( pronounced  house  •  ton)  came  to  her  post  last  January  from 
the  UMC’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  A  laywoman.  she  has  spent  much 
of  her  career  as  a  Christian  educator  in  the  local  church.  She  later  directed 
the  Greater  Atlanta  YWCA  where  programs  for  battered  women,  rape  victims, 


deaf  mutes,  and  for  women  suffering 
were  developed  under  her  leadership. 

Q:  After  11  months  as  the  chief  social 
action  leader  for  United  Methodists, 
what  is  your  assessment  of  the 
commitment  of  clergy  and  lay  persons  to 
the  social  dimensions  of  the  Gospel? 

A:  I  was  quite  taken  aback  when  my 
nomination'  for  this  position  had  been 
announced  (October  1981)  and  a  minister 
from  California  stopped  by  to  visit  while 
I  was  still  in  Nashville.  He  quite  openly 
and  honestly  stated  that  the  best  he  could 
do  was  to  keep  “that  stuff”  (statements 
about  moral  issues  in  society)  from  his 
congregation.  I  know  now  this  is  not  an 
isolated  case. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  most  rewarding 
aspect  of  my  last  11  months  has  been 
meeting  with  lay  persons  and  clergy  at 
all  levels  who  have  done  the  hard  work 
of  biblical  and  theological  study,  reflec¬ 
tion  and  prayer  to  gain  knowledge  and 
understanding  of  issues  in  order  to  be 
faithful  and  obedient  servants  of  God. 

Q :  During  a  meeting  of  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  group  of  lay  professionals  and 
clergy  last  spring,  you  also  seemed  taken 
aback  by  the  strong  reactions. 


from  credit  and  job  discrimination, 


Q:  What  did  that  teach  you? 

A :  That  before  we  can  effectively  deal 
with  large  issues  surrounding  the  kinds 
of  changes  needed  in  society,  we  will 
have  to  deal  with  our  own  member’s 
attitudes  about  how  the  general  public’s 
welfare  can  best  be  served.  False 
impressions  have  to  be  cleared  up  and 
facts  brought  .  into  perspective.  For 
instance,  buying  liquor  with  food  stamps 
is  illegal.  Such  misuse  is  minimal. 

Q:  It  seems  that  if  we  as  United  Meth¬ 
odists  of  diverse  backgrounds  are  to  be 
able  to  work  with  social  issues  from  a 
Christian  faith  perspective,  we  have  to 
have  some  sort  of  common  fact  base  that 
we  can  trust  Do  you  see  that  as  a  major 
role  for  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  to  fill? 

A:  Yes.  It  is  very  important  for  us  to 
be  a  credible  source  of  facts. 

Q:  But  several  members  of  the 
national  news  media  and  of  con¬ 
gressional  staffs  have  told  me  that 
they  generally  place  very  little  faith  in 


UNITED  METHODIST  BUILDING 
SIMPSON  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

OPEN  FOR 

PRAYER  AND  MEDITATION 
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WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Haviland  Houston  stands  at  sign  in  front  of  United 
Methodist  Building.  Pictured  behind  her  is  the  Supreme  Court  building. 
Across  the  street  to  the  right  is  the  Capitol.  She  invited  United  Methodists 
to  “drop  by”  when  touring  the  city. 


particularly  from  one  minister,  to  your 
opening  comments.  Were  you  surprised? 

A:  Yes,  that  was  an  instance  early  on 
which  brought  me  quickly  to  a  sense  of 
reality  about  social  attitudes  and 
commitments  among  some  of  our 
members.  It  reminded  me  that  even 
among  the  church’s  leadership  there  is 
anger  toward  the  poorer  segments  of 
society.  I  had  thought  we’d  be  able  to  talk 
about  the  realignment  of  the  federal 
budget  and  grapple  with  the  questions  of 
who  is  going  to  do  what  to  ensure  that  the 
poor  aren’t  victims  of  the  changes  that 
have  taken  place.  What  I  got  was  the 
thoughtless,  age-old  comment  about 
people  driving  up  in  big  cars  to  buy 
groceries  with  food  stamps  and  using 
stamps  to  buy  liquor. 


Make  sure  your  church  always  orders 
enough  magazines  published  by  The 
Upper  Room  (including  alive  now!, 
Pockets,  and  Christian  Home).  Write  The 
Upper  Room.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0. 
Box  189.  Nashville,  TN  37202. 


position  papers  presented  to  them  by  the 
various  denominations  with  offices  in 
New  York  and  Washington.  They  contend 
that  the  church  agencies  often  become  so 
committed  to  a  cause  that  they  limit  the 
intake  of  information  and  neglect 
arguments  from  other  perspectives.  How 
can  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
break  that  perception? 

A:  We  always  have  to  be  as  careful 
and  thorough  as  possible  in  obtaining 
facts  and  preparing  position  papers. 
Then  we  have  to  be  open  to  change  if  we 
find  we  erred.  We  have  to  be  open  to  new 
information.  Also,  if  the  facts  aren’t 
crystal  clear  because  of  the  complexity 
of  the  issue,  let’s  raise  the  right  kinds  of 
questions  of  people  and  not  be  in  a  hurry 
to  make  a  decision. 

But  this  must  not  deter  the  church  in 
being  concerned  about  and  speaking  to 
the  society  on  those  issues.  I  am  taking 
the  initiative  to  ensure  credibility  on 
behalf  of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  United  Methodism  in 

der  that  this  agency  and  the  members 


20.000  CASSETTE  LIBRARY,  Duplication  $1.50. 
Bible  Albums  Scourby  KJV  RSV  NT  $22.50.  OT 
$67.50.  Psalms,  Proverbs  $12.00;  plus  50<  Mailing. 
3021  Sunrise  Alamogordo,  NM  88310.  (505)  434-1800 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 
TRIP  with  Dr  Charles  L.  Allen,  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  901  Clay  St..  Houston,  Texas  77002. 

NOB  HILL.  MARY  ELIZABETH  Inn.  1040  Bush 
Street,  Dpt.  UMR.  San  Francisco,  CA  94109, 
Christian  residency  for  young  women  pursuing 
careers  and  professional  studies  now  accepting 
applications  Send  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 
for  information,  rates  and  application. 

General  Commission  on  Archives  and  History  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Expertise  in  American, 
United  Methodist,  and  women's  history 
Administrative,  organizational,  writing  and  editing 
skills.  PhD  or  Master's  level  degree  necessary. 
Selection  will  be  based  on  E.O.E.  and  Affirmative 

ONE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO’ S  oldest  residence  clubs 
for  young  women  pursuing  careers  and  professional 
studies  is  now  accepting  applications  for 
bookkeeper.  Seeking  refined  women  able  to  counsel, 
teach  money  management  skills,  and  be  on  call. 
Private  suite  and  meals  Salary  negotiable.  Relocate 
to  San  Francisco's  Nob  Hill  area.  Position  open  2-1- 
83  Send  resume  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Inn,  1040  Bush 
Street.  San  Francisco.  CA  94109  Attention:  Ms  Hall 

Action  guidelines  with  preference  given  to  a  United 
Methodist  and  a  woman.  Salary  range:  $15,000- 
$20,000  Send  vita  and  the  names  and  addresses  of 
three  references  by  January  15.  1983,  to  the  General 
Secretary.  General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History.  P.O.  Box  127.  Madison.  NJ  07940. 

A  SAN  DIEGO  DISTRICT  United  Methodist  Church 
is  looking  for  a  Parish  Visitor  or  Minister  of 
Visitation.  $12,000  plus.  Write  Everett  L.  Taylor. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  4690  Palm  Avenue, 

La  Mesa,  CA  92041  or  telephone  (714)  466-4163. 

DIRECTOR  MANAGER  POSITION  open.  Camp 
Wanake.  Beach  City,  Ohio.  Send  resumes  by  January 

1st  to  Glenn  Waggamon.  Box  2800,  North  Canton, 
Ohio  44720 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303 B.  475  Riverside  Drive.  NY.  NY 
10115 

WANTED  FULL  TIME  Christian  Education 
Director  opening  at  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Chanute,  Kansas  Contact  Rev  Wilbur  Henderson  or 
write  to  Second  and  Lincoln.  Chanute.  KS  66720 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR:  August  1-14,  1983,  Jordan, 
Israel,  Egypt.  $1,996  from  New  York  includes  meals, 
deluxe  hotels,  tours,  transportation  Contact  Dr 
Stanley  Harrell,  5604  Chesterfield  Dr,,  Temple  Hills, 
MD  20748. 

'33  TOURS  MAY  Austria.  Greece,  Holy  Lands. 
Holland  AUGUST  Festivals  Yugoslavia.  Hungary, 
Austria,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Germany.  OCT.  China, 
H.K  ,  Japan.  Taiwan,  Korea  '84  Passion  Play, 
Global  Tour,  etc  Write:  Dr  Bob  Panzer,  623  Dell  St. 
Solana  Beach.  CA  92075  Ph.  (619i  755-9830  Ask  about 
leading  tour  Dr  Bob  rep  for  top  Group  Wholesaler 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  for  suburban 
Kansas  City  (Johnson  County)  church  of  2,100 
members  with  active  youth  program.  Send  resume 
and/or  inquiry  to  Hobart  Hildyard,  Pastor,  Valley 
View  United  Methodist  Church.  9405  Woodward. 
Shawnee  Mission.  KS66212  Phone-  '913  )  642-4400  j 

CANDLER  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY,  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity,  announces  an  opening  in  Church  Leadership 
and  Administration,  effective  fall  1983  Teaching/ 
continuing  education/research  and  publications 
PhD  DMin  or  equivalent  required.  Familiarity  with 
United  Methodist  polity  desirable.  Emory  is  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  employer  Dead- 

PEW  CUSHIONS:  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc.,  P.  O.  Box  587.  Keene,  TX  76059 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203 

dore  Runyon.  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory 
University,  Atlanta.  Ga.  30322. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/PRO¬ 
GRAM  —  full-time  position  with  emphasis  on  youth. 
Salary  negotiable.  Active,  multi-staff  church  located 
in  northern  suburbs  of  Washington.  D  C.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  by  February  1,  1983,  to:  Millian  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  Parkland  and  Grenoble 
Drives.  Rockville.  Maryland  20853.  For  further  in¬ 
formation,  call:  (301 )  946-2500 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware-  Specifications  $1  00  Exodus  Computing. 
J326A  Seventh  Avenue.  Honolulu.  Hawaii  96816-2646 

it  represents  will  be  viewed  with  respect 
and  as  a  credible  source. 

Q:  Are  you  actively  trying  to  do  that 
with  the  persons  in  the  Capitol  and  the 
Senate  and  House  office  buildings  which 
are  within  a  block  of  your  headquarters? 

A:  I’m  meeting. with  as  many  leaders 
and  key  public  officials  as  possible  to 
explain  our  structure  and  commitments. 
It  is  important  that  they  have  the 
opportunity  to  know  about  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  work  of  this 
agency.  As  a  reporter,  you  know  that 
trust  is  also  built  through  personal 
contacts.  We  had  a  breakfast  scheduled 
in  October  for  the  members  of  our  board 
and  United  Methodist  members  of 
Congress.  But  we  had  to  cancel  it  when 
Congress  adjourned  a  week  early.  We 
have  rescheduled  it. 

Q:  What  have  you  learned  about  the 
agency’s  influence  on  the  Hill? 

A:  As  I  read  the  history  of  this  agency 
and  its  predecessor  agencies,  it  is  clear 
that  the  church  has  made  a  forthright 
and  effective  witness  through  the  years. 
However,  times  have  changed.  The 
emergence  of  single  issue,  highly 
financed  special  interest  groups  is  a  new 
political  reality.  How  the  church  can 
make  its  witness  within  that  reality  is  a 
challenge  to  us.  I  have  found  an  openness 
among  many  United  Methodists  on  the 
Hill  and  a  willingness  to  engage  in 
thoughtful  and  prayerful  discussion  of 
issues.  There  are  many  people  in 
Congress  whose  faith  genuinely  informs 
their  actions.  The  church  often  has 
influence  when  it  provides  factual  and 
thoughtful  information  in  the  early 
stages  of  a  public  debate.  The  very 
presence  of  a  United  Methodist  Building 
on  Capitol  Hill  is  a  positive  influence. 
That  is  the  reason  it  was  built  here  in  the 
early  1920s. 

Q:  Do  the  leaders  on  the  Hill  seem  to 
expect  anything  from  the  church? 

A:  Leaders  from  both  the  public  and 
private  sectors  keep  telling  me  that  they 
are  looking  to  the  church  for  leadership 
in  these  stressful  and  difficult  times.  I 
continue  to  assure  them  that  our 
denomination  is  committed  to  meeting 
human  needs  and  that  it  will  do  more 
than  its  part  as  it  always  has.  But  I 
remind  these  leaders  that  there  is  noway 
that  the  religious  and  private  sectors 
will  be  able  to  handle  all  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  services  that  have  been  cut  to  those 
most  in  need.  At  the  same  time,  we 
United  Methodists  must  remember  that 
hope  is  needed  now  by  many  just  for  sur¬ 
vival.  It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  the 
church,  by  the  actions  of  its  people,  must 
be  a  “Face  of  Hope.”  To  do  that,  we  must 
take  seriously  our  social  mission. 

Q:  What  do  you  see  as  the  most 
important  aspects  of  that  mission  with 
which  individual  United  Methodists  need 
to  deal  during  1983? 

A:  The  stewardship  of  all  of  life 
continues  to  be  placed  as  a  question 
before  us.  That  is,  do  we  care  enough 
about  ourselves,  other  human  beings, 
and  the. world  God  gave  us  to  live  in  to 
take  care  of  all  those  precious  resources? 
I  would  suggest  these  areas  for  special 
study,  discussion  and  prayer: 

Peace  with  justice  —  What  would 
happen  if  every  United  Methodist  church 
spent  some  time  in  1983  pushing  to 
understand  what  it  means  to  have  a 
world  that  is  faithful,  disarmed,  just  and 
secure? 

Human  sexuality  —  Our  inability  to 
discuss  issues  surrounding  this  subject  is 
not  much  different  than  50  years  ago.  It  is 
time  that  we  find  a  better  basis  for 
addressing  issues  of  human  sexuality 
and  to  put  fear  aside. 

Realignment  of  federal  budget  —  The 
course  and  conscience  of  this  nation  has 
been  changed  after  50  years.  Though 
most  would  agree  some  changes  needed 
to  occur,  what  are  the  long-range 
implications  of  today’s  decisions?  What 
is  to  be  the  response  of  thoughtful  and 
caring  Christian  people? 

Human  rights  —  I  would  call  special 
attention  to  the  Latin  American 
countries  and  urge  United  Methodists  to 
learn  more  about  their  history,  culture, 
religion,  governments  and  the  relation  of 
their  governments  to  the  United  States 
and  other  world  powers. 

Hunger  —  We  must  not  become  weary 
in  trying  to  understand  the  root  causes  of 
hunger  and  poverty,  unemployment  and 
dislocation. 

Voter  apathy  —  This  is  a  problem  that 
the  church  can  help  correct. 

Q:  You’ve  used  the  term  “Face  of 
Hope”  a  lot  since  you  came  to  the  board. 
How  does  that  apply  to  church  members 
working  with  controversial  issues? 

A:  To  be  a  “Face  of  Hope”  we 
honestly  need  to  believe  in  each  other’s 
good  faith  and  our  capacity  to  work 
together.  For  if  we  do  not  so  believe,  we 
display  an  arrogance  in  which  our  desire 
for  applause  (that  is,  the  wish  to 
vanquish  our  opponents)  becomes 
irresistible.  There  is  no  room,  and 
precious  little  time,  left  for  Christians  to 
be  putting  one  another  down  or  trying  to 
do  one  another  in. 

What  is  called  for  today  is  a  new  spirit 
that  is  willing  to  wrestle  with  the  difficult 
issues  we  face  in  the  light  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  It  is  the  absence  of  raising 
the  questions  and  struggling  with  them, 
in  God’s  love  and  light,  that  perpetuates 
the  hopelessness. 


A  UMNS  PHOTO  BY  BOBBY  LAMBERT 


Q:  What  should  the  members  of  the 
church  expect  of  their  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  in  this  process  of 
struggling  with  the  issues? 

A:  A  clear  view  of  the  facts  and  the 
theological  framework  for  looking  at  and 
acting  on  those  facts.  Even  if  some 
members  disagree  with  where  the  board 
stands  on  an  issue,  they  have  a  right  to 
expect  us  to  have  done  our  homework. 

Q:  How  does  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  come  to  take  a  stand  on  an  issue? 

A :  Our  board  passes  resolutions  that 
always  are  rooted  in  and  related  to  either 
the  United  Methodist  Social  Principles  or 
Book  of  Resolutions  which  the  General 
Conference  has  given  to  the  whole 
church.  Our  board  is  given  the 
responsibility  to  help  the  church 
implement  its  own  statements  of  social 
concern  and  to  “give  forthright  witness 
and  action”  to  them. 

Q:  It  has  been  suggested  that  general 
agency  staff  persons  should  not  be  looked 
upon  as  experts  but  as  the  ones  who 
locate  and  coordinate  the  expertise 
available  among  9.6  million  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  How  about  that? 

A:  I  think  it’s  a  superb  idea  and  in 
large  measure  this  board  already  works 
in  that  way.  Our  staff  looks  for 
information  through  ecumenical 
networks,  as  well.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
believe  that  staff  members  are  and 
should  be  experts  in  some  areas. 

Q:  How  are  you  finding  those  experts 
in  the  congregations  across  our 
denomination? 

A:  We  don’t  have  any  formal  way  at 
the  moment.  But  identifying  them  is  one 
of  the  major  responsibilities  of  the  more 
than  90  members  of  our  board  of 
directors.  Because  of  changes  made  by 
the  1980  General  Conference,  every 
annual  conference  has  a  representative 
on  our  board. 

Like  many  other  agencies,  we  need  to 
move  into  the  computer  world  in  order  to 

‘Even  if  some  disagree 
with  a  board  stance, 
they  have  a  right  to 
expect  us  to  have  done 
our  homework.’ 

keep  track  of  persons  with  expertise  and 
also  of  emerging  information  related  to 
developing  issues.  I’m  hopeful  that  this 
agency  will  have  sufficient  funds  next 
quadrennium  to  provide  for  this  kind  of 
data  bank.  Many  local  United  Methodist 
churches  have  annual  budgets  larger 
than  our  agency’s.  If  we  want  to  work  at 
serious  issues,  it  cannot  be  done  by  a 
handful  of  staff  members  in  Washington 
or  the  members  of  our  board  of  directors. 
It  is  the  responsibility  of  Christians  who 
call  themselves  United  Methodists, 
whether  the  concern  is  for  the 
environment,  human  rights  or  family 
life. 

Q:  Once  the  board  has  passed  a 
resolution  on  a  given  issue,  what  can  an 
individual  or  congregation  do  if  they  feel 
that  the  board  missed  the  boat  or  was 
missing  some  important  information? 

A:  They  can  let  their  conference 
representative  know  of  their  thinking 
and  concerns.  They  can  call  our  offices 
or  write  us.  They  can  ask  others  who  are 
concerned  to  meet  with  them.  The  main 
point  is  to  “speak  up”  and  let’s  get  some 
conversation  going  in  order  that  we  all 
might  discuss  more  clearly  the  leadings 
of  the  Holy  Spirit? 

Q:  Do  you  actually  encourage  persons 
to  react? 

A :  The  passage  of  a  resolution  is  just 
the  beginning.  At  best,  a  resolution 
should  evoke  among  United  Methodists 
study,  discussion,  sometimes  healthy 
argument,  always  serious  prayer,  and 
some  kind  of  action.  When  local 
churches,  annual  conferences  and  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  can 
have  this  kind  of  dialogue,  I  believe  the 
church’s  witness  and  ministry  to  society 
will  be  far  more  effective. 


15  local  communities 


to  pilot  improved 
UM- Jewish  relations 


JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 


Methodists  got  new  impetus  here  last 
month  to  attempt  better  UM-Jewish 
relations  in  local  communities. 

The  impetus  arose  out  of  an 
unprecedented  national  conference  of 
some  15  each  United  Methodist  and 
Jewish  leaders  from  across  the  country. 
For  three  days  they  discussed  not  only 
major  national  and  world  religious  and 
political  issues  but  also  ways  to  capture 
this  new  joint  mood  of  dialogue  and 
cooperation. 

Two  things  attempted 

Similar  conferences  may  be  attempted 
regionally.  Meanwhile,  efforts  at 
improving  UM-Jewish  understanding 
will  concentrate  on  two  things:  (1) 
encouraging  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  to  join  those  of  other  denomina¬ 
tion’s  including  Jewish,  in  commemorat¬ 
ing  the  Holocaust  next  April,  and  (2)  pro¬ 
moting  Christian-Jewish  dialogues  in 
local  communities,  to  include  laypersons 
as  well  as  clergy  of  both  faiths. 

The  national  conference  here  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  UMC’s  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  and  the 
American  Jewish  Committee’s  Inter- 
religious  Affairs  Department. 

The  conference  coordinator  on  the  UM 
“side”  was  the  Rev.  J.  Warren  Jacobs,  of 
the  denomination’s  interreligious  agency 
staff. 

Mr.  Jacobs  told  the  Reporter  he 
keynoted  the  conference  with  an  attempt 
to  clear  away  “the  ambivalence”  of 
Christian-Jewish  relations.  He  submitted 
this  proposed  agenda  for  dialogues  at 
national,  regional  and  local  levels: 

1.  The  persistence  of  racial  bigotry  and 
particularly  of  anti-Semitism. 

2.  The  ongoing  defense  of  human  rights 
and  religious  liberty. 

3.  The  search  for  a  just  and  lasting 
peace  for  the  peoples  of  the  Middle  East. 
He  said  this  included  a  study  of  Zionism 
as  “an  example  of  liberation  theology 
which  has  succeeded.  ’  ’ 

4.  The  reality  of  religious  pluralism. 

5.  Christian  theological  understanding 
of  Judaism  as  a  living  faith  “and  not 
merely  the  forerunner  of  the  real 
covenant.” 

6.  Understanding  the  place  of  Christ  in 
Christian  theology,  the  Jewishness  of 


Christ  and  what  he  taught  and  felt  about 
♦he 

7.  The  Holocaust,  which  Mr.  Jacobs 
said  Christians  can  deal  with  principally 
through  education  and  commemoration. 

8.  Reviewing  church  school  material, 
particularly  to  see  what  it  contains  about 
Jews  and  Judaism. 

9.  A  full  study  of  St.  Paul,  particularly 
to  note  his  reminder  that  God  never 
revoked  the  original  promise  made  to  the 
Jews. 

Mr.  Jacobs  told  the  Reporter  that 
participants  at  this  first  national  confer¬ 
ence  hope  to  continue  these  dialogue  as 
locally  as  possible.  He  said  his  agency  is 
moving  in  that  direction  by  cooperating 
with  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Con¬ 
gregations  to  select  15  communities  where 
UM-Jewish  dialogue  might  be  furthered. 

Under  the  joint  program,  two  persons 
each  would  be  selected  from  a  local 
Jewish  synagogue  and  from  a  United 
Methodist  congregation.  These  four 
persons  would  be  trained  to  lead  ongoing 
local  dialogue  and  thereby  to  further 
interreligious  understanding.  Mr.  Jacobs 
said  the  locations  for  these  15  training 
events  have  not  been  chosen  but  will  be 
selected  keeping  in  mind  such  factors  as 
both  Jews  and  United  Methodists. 

Mr.  Jacobs  said  that  the  pace-setting 
national  conference  here  moved  from 
initial  nervousness  about  discussing  the 
Middle  East  to  some  frank  explorations. 

Two  UM  concerns  cited 

In  another  session  giving  special 
attention  to  the  Middle  East,  the  Rev.  R. 
Lawrence  Turnipseed  described  what  he 
said  were  two  powerful  and  permanent 
United  Methodist  concerns:  (1) 
“support  for  a  secure  and  free  State  of 
Israel  and  (2)  support  for  the  legitimate 
needs  and  aspirations  of  Third  World 
peoples,  including  the  Palestinians.” 

Responding  to  that,  the  American 
Jewish  Committee’s  program  specialist 
Inge  Lederer  Gibel  urged  that  equal 
attention  be  paid  by  Christians  to  other 
Middle  East  conflicts.  She  said, 
“Christians  who  focus  exclusively  on  the 
Palestinian  issue  and  ignore  the  Iran- 
Iraq  war,  the  Kurdish  struggle  for  self- 
determination,  the  worsening  status  of 
Coptic  Christians  and  other  Middle 
Eastern  minorities,  and  the  treatment  of 
women  throughout  the  area,  cannot  be 
considered  ‘honest  brokers’  for  peace, 
justice  and  reconciliation.” 


Computer  tracks  450,000 
United  Methodists  on  move 


Compiled  From  News  Releases 

NASHVILLE  —  In  an  effort  to  curb 
declining  church  membership,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  men’s  group  will 
computerize  and  take  over  a  program 
which  keeps  track  of  the  estimated 
450,000  church  members  who  relocate 
every  year. 

Church  research  shows  that  about  half 
of  the  moving  members  transfer  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations  in  their  new 
locations.  The  remainder  drop  out  or  join 
a  church  of  another  denomination.  This 
latter  category  is  the  prime  target  of  the 
United  Methodist  Men,  which  is  develop¬ 
ing  a  new  computerized  system  aimed  to 
reduce  membership  loss  as  well  as 
reduce  the  trauma  people^can  face  with 
relocation. 

The  “moving  members”  program  was 
started  some  40  years  ago  by  the  former 
Methodist  board  of  evangelism.  Until 
recently,  the  evangelism  unit  of  the 
board  of  discipleship  has  operated  the 
program,  processing  an  average  of  300 
moving  notices  weekly.  The  new 
program  operated  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men,  also  a  unit  of  the  board  of 
discipleship,  will  be  essentially  the  same. 
But  moving  notices  can  be  handled  more 
efficiently  with  computer  technology. 


James  H.  Snead,  staff  executive  of  the 
men’s  group,  said  he  hopes  the  new 
program  will  be  in  full  operation  when 
the  1983  moving  system  begins  in  April. 
The  old  manual  system  depended  largely 
on  district  superintendents  to  forward 
the  notices  of  moves  to  local  churches. 
The  computerized  program  will  send 
information  directly  to  local  church 
contacts. 

When  an  individual  or  family 
announces  the  intention  to  move  from 
one  area  to  another,  the  membership 
secretary,  pastor,  or  “moving 
coordinator”  will  complete  a  standard 
form  and  sent  it  to  the  Nashville  office.  In 
turn,  the  individuals  or  families  will  be 
matched  with  a  church  comparable  to 
the  one  they  left.  That  church  will  be 
notified  so  it  may  call  on  the  newcomers. 

The  men  will  underwrite  the  expenses 
of  personnel  and  equipment  in  Nashville 
at  a  cost  of  about  $50,000  annually. 

Mr.  Snead  said  the  new  computer 
program  will  allow  annual  conferences 
to  track  the  migration  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  and  out,  and  will  be  able  to  tell 
whether  persons  joined  another  United 
Methodist  church,  joined  a  congregation 
of  another  denomination,  or  didn’t  join 
anywhere. 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  —  Looking  over  the  new  computerized  program  to 
keep  track  of  moving  United  Methodists  are  staff  members  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  United  Methodist  Men  unit:  James  H.  Snead  Jr. 
(right),  Allen  Brown  (left)  and  Mary  Thomas  (seated). 

Follow  The  Footsteps  Of  St.  Paul 
Through  Greece  To  Rome 

1  with 

Rev.  Lloyd  Giles 
departing  June  1 1 ,  1983 

A  Deluxe  tour,  using  the  best  hotels,  three  meals  a  doy,  English  speaking  guides 
and  luxury  motor  coaches.  Scheduled  Air  from  Houston,  Dallas  or  New  York. 

VISIT:  Athens,  Acropolis,  Corinth,  Delphi,  Metoria,  Thessaloniki,  Kalambaki,  Philipi, 
Kavala,  Thermopylae,  The  Hill  of  Phlx.  Rome,  the  Vatican  and  many  other  points 
of  Interest. 

FOR  COMPLETE  DETAILS  WRITE:  Rev.  Lloyd  Giles,  1st  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  805,  Pasadena,  TX  77501. 
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Pastoral  Letters 

By  DR.  BYRL  MORELAND 
Aurora  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

“Anticipation”  is  the  word  for  this  season;  because  it  describes  best  the  things  we 
are  going  through  now. 

Waiting  for  all  the  special  things:  the  choir  cantata,  the  children’s  programs,  the 
Advent  banners,  the  Chrismon  tree;  the  class  parties,  the  youth  choir,  the  church  all 
dressed  up  for  the  Christmas  season,  the  Candlelight  services,  the  Children’s  Choirs, 
the  Advent  Wreath,  the  live  Nativity  Scene,  the  carols  and  the  music,  and  all  the  rest. 

We  do  it  all  every  year.  And  every  year,  we  complain  about  how  frenzied  and  hectic 
it  is.  And  every  year,  we  make  firm  resolutions  that  we  will  cut  out  some  things  and 
enjoy  a  more  leisurely  Christmas  season.  But  every  year,  it  is  all  there  again. 
Because  all  of  those  things  are  what  makes  the  season  so  special,  and  it  would  not 
seem  the  same  if  one  of  them  were  missing. 

Right  now,  we  are  just  waiting !  Getting  ready.  Pulling  out  all  the  decorations  to  put 
them  in  order.  Learning  the  music.  Rehearsing  the  parts.  Planning  the  programs,  and 
menus,  and  generally  caught  up  in  rush  and  hubbub  and  confusion. 

Perhaps  that  is  the  reason  that  we  have  Advent.  It  is  a  time  of  waiting,  and 
preparing,  and  expecting.  Perhaps  all  the  special  programs  and  exciting  events  serve 
to  remind  us  —  even  amid  all  the  frenzy  —  that  events  in  themselves  do  not  change  a 
quality  of  life,  but  that  they  only  point  toward  who  it  is  who  gives  life. 

.  God  did  not  just  come  one  time  long  ago.  He  continues  to  come!  That  is  our  hope! 
God  is  with  us.  He  does  not  leave  us  in  darkness.  Stars  still  shine.  People  still  hear  the 
rustle  of  hurrying  shepherds,  and  the  murmuring  wonder  of  wisemen,  while  the  air  is 
filled  with  singing  angels  who  promise  new  life,  and  fresh  hope,  and  good  will.  And 
peace!  The  kind  of  peace  that  breaks  down  our  bitter  strife,  smashes  our  anxious 
bigotry,  and  rights  the  world  that  He  planned. 


Around  The  Conference 


|  Grace  United  Methodist  Church 
Completes  New  Addition 


This  year,  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  dedicated  its 
newly-completed  sanctuary 
extension,  a  $26,000  cash  involvement 
which  was  begun  this  past  summer 
and  culminated  in  a  very  adequate 
and  useful  structure  artistically 
enhancing  the  rear  section  of  the 
church  sanctuary. 

Sharing  in  the  dedication  were:  Dr. 
W.  D.  Boddie,  New  Orleans/Slidell 
District  Superintendent,  delivering  an 
inspiring  morning  message;  “Tex” 
Stevens,  City  Hall  representative  for 
Mayor  Morial;  two  visiting 


organizations  and  many,  many  other 
friends  of  Grace.  Overflowing  were 
gifts  of  noteworthy  edibles. 

Pictured  above,  removing  the 
ribbon  from  the  door  of  the  new 
structure,  is  the  Reverend  Dr.  Robert 
F.  Harrington,  pastor.  Shown 
assisting  is  Mrs.  Alice  P.  Porter, 
Sanctuary  Extension  chairperson. 
Severin  N.  Goods  was  architect.  The 
idea  of  this  addition  was  projected  by 
Dr.  Harrington,  who  on  the  day  of 
dedication  quite  appropriately 
described  himself  to  all  as  being  “on 
cloud  nine.” 


International  Mission  Festival  Held  at  Camphor 


Camphor  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  recently  held  its 
annual  churchwide  mission  festival. 
Many  who  attended  wore  traditional 
international  costumes.  The  theme  of 
the  festival  was,  “Into  All  The 
World.”  The  program  included  the 
following:  a  welcome  by  Mrs.  Doris 
Alfred,  chairperson  of  Work  Area  on 
Missions;  a  congregational  hymn, 
“Go  Make  All  Disciples" ;  a  prayer  by 
Ms.  Mattie  Smith;  a  Meditation  of 
Hope  by  Ms.  Jada  Armstrong;  an 
interpretive  dance  by  Ms.  Darlene 
Broussard;  music  by  the  chancel 
choir;  and  remarks  by  the  minister, 
the  Reverend  George  W.  C.  Calvin. 

Booths  were  set  up  throughout  the 
church  building  depicting 
international  foods  and  customs  of 
various  countries  around  the  world. 
Places  represented  were  the  Pacific 
Islands,  the  Caribbean,  America 
(Indians),  Africa,  Cuba,  Mexico,  the 


Philippines,  Taiwan,  Botswana, 
Kenya,  Zimbabwe,  India,  and  the 
state  of  Louisiana.  Individuals  and 
groups  sponsored  the  booths. 

Persons  on  the  planning  committee 
were  Ms.  J.  Etta  Lee,  Coordinator, 
Ms.  Louise  Smith,  publicity,  Ms. 
Tammy  Barnes,  Alvin  Eames,  Gloria 
Handy,  Thelma  McDonald,  Ardessie 
Prophet,  Mable  Rowley,  Mattie  Smith 
and  Elizabeth  Thomas. 


Pictured  above  are  members  of  the 
Usher  Board  and  their  display  on 
Africa. 


:  Aldersgate  UMC  Youth  Lend  a  Helping  Hand:; 


Hearing  about  the  fire  at  Methodist 
Home  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  sent 
£  the  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
$  Church  youth  in  Slidell  into  action.  In 
two  weeks  time  they  were  able  to 
$  raise  $289.10  toward  new  clothing  and 
X  school  expenses  of  the  children/youth 
at  the  home.  Pictured  above  left  to 
X  right  are  the  Reverend  Bill  Fraser, 


Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Wesley  Webber, 
Debbie  Skinner,  Anita  Council,  Darcy 
Nederveld,  Diane  Howe,  and  the 
Reverend  Tom  Howe,  associate 
pastor  at  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  pastor  at  Aldersgate  UMC  is 
the  Reverend  Christopher  Andrews. 


New  Insurance  Information  Announced 


TO:  ALL  CLERGY  OF  THE  LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
FROM:  Conference  Board  of  Pension* 

SUBJECT:  HMEP  for  1983 


Member*  of  The  Louisiana  Conference  enrolled  in  the  Health  and  Medical  Expense  Program  enjoy  excellent 
benefit*.  There  are  some  important  thing*  we  call  to  your  attention  as  we  face  changes  in  our  program  for 
1983. 

1.  HMEP  is  a  program  of  The  General  Board  of  Pension*  in  which  we  elected  to  participate  after 
many  years  of  changing  from  insurance  carrier  to  another. 

2.  Travelers  Insurance  Company  serves  only  as  an  agent  for  processing  claims  and  making  pay¬ 
ments  for  The  General  Board  of  Pensions. 

3.  There  has  been  no  change  in  premiums  for  the  past  18  months  so  that  premium  dates  could  be 
moved  to  coincide  with  Conference  and  Local  Church  Budget  dates  (January  1  -  December  31) 
in  1983. 

4.  Proposed  rates  for  those  under  65  years  of  age  reflect  a  49%  increase  for  1983  in  order  to 
maintain  the  program  we  have  had  the  last  several  yean.  Three  primary  factors  affected  that 
increase:  the  18  month  period  mentioned  above  escalating  medical  costs;  and  claims  ex¬ 
perience  in  relation  to  premium  receipts. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  has  sought  to  be  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  HMEP  participants  and  the  local 
churches,  and  many  options  and  details  have  been  thoroughly  discussed.  A  joint  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committees  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  and  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  met  on 
November  30  to  determine  the  best  recommendations  for  our  1983  HMEP  coverages  and  premium  rates. 
These  Executive  Committees  were  unanimous  in  making  the  following  decisions: 

1.  We  affirm  the  HMEP  program  as  one  of  excellent  coverage  that  meets  the  needs  of  clergy, 
their  families,  and  lay  employees  of  The  Louisiana  Conference. 

2.  We  recognize  that  the  greatest  need  is  for  HMEP  coverages  that  will  care  for  large  and/or  ex¬ 
tended  medical  costs,  and  that  individually  we  must  assume  more  responsibility  for  some 
medical  costs. 

3.  We  instruct  The  General  Board  of  Pensions  to  change  our  Deductible  amount  to  be  $200  each 
for  both  Medical  and  Hospital  Costs  effective  January  1, 1983. 

PLEASE  NOTE  these  important  facts:  (1)  the  only  change  is  that  we  are  moving  from  $50  deductibles  to 
$200  deductibles;  (2)  we  will  experience  a  29%  increase  in  premium*  rather  than  the  projected  49%  increase 
reported  earlier:  (3)  which  means  the  total  monthly  premiums  for  family  coverage  will  be  $181.40  rather 
than  $226.75  a  month  or  a  savings  on  premiums  for  the  year  of  $544.20.  For  family  coverage  it  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  church  charge  pay  $90.70  and  the  minister  Day  $90.70. 

The  1983  HMEP  monthly  payment  schedule  will  be  as  follows,  with  payments  made  directly  to  The  General 
Board  of  Pensions  when  billing  is  received,  payable  one  month  in  advance: 

Monthly  Rate 
67.08 
114.32 
181.40 
77.60 
37.84 

42.98 


Louisiana  Conference 
Revised  1-1-83 


The  United  Methodist  Church 
HOSPITALIZATION  AND 
MEDICAL  EXPENSE  PROGRAM 

Comprehensive — For  Individuals  Under  Age  65 


Types  of  Expenses 


Hospital  Services 

-In-Patient 

—  Emergency  Out-Patient 
—  Out-Patient  in  connection 
with  a  Surgical  Procedure 
-Pre-Admission  Testing 


—  Physician 
—  Surgeon 
—  Nurse  (RN  or  LPN) 

—  Psychologist  (Referral  by  M.D.) 

All  other  Covered  Charges,  including: 
—  Emergency  Transportation 
—  Prescribed  Drugs 
—  Medical  Supplies 
—  X-Ray  and  Lab  Exams 
—  Radiation  Therapy 
—  Medical  Equipment 


Out-of-Pocket  Feature 


Category  Description 
Under  Age  65  Participant 
Under  Age  65  Spouse 

Total  Family  Coverage 
Under  Age  65  Surviving  Spouse 
Under  Age  65  Dependent  Child 
Over  Age  65  Participant 
Over  Age  65  Spouse 
Over  Age  65  Surviving  Spouse 
Over  Age  65  Dependent  Child 

1983  DAC  (Denominational  Average  Compensation)  $18,263.00 


Maximum  Benefit 


42.98 

42.98 

42.98 


Enclosed:  Copies  of  brief  descriptions  of  the  HMEP  as  it  applies  to  those  under  65  for  1983  and  to  those 
covered  by  Medicare  (Revised  1/1/82). 


Geographical  Limits 


HMEP  Comprehensive  Provides 


After  a  $200  Deductible 

Full  Hospital  Expenses  up  to  $500  Each  Calendar  Year 
(with  Semi-Private  Accommodations) 
then 

80%  of  the  Balance 


80V.  of  Reasonable  Charges 
After  Calendar  Year 
Deductible  of  $200 

(Covered  charges  for  treatment  of  mental  or 
nervous  disorders  limited  to  S20  per  visit 
and  50  visits  per  Calendar  Year) 


Up  to  $500  per  person  each  calendar  year  or  Three 
members  of  one  family  accumulate  $500  each  during  a 
Calendar  year 
Then 

100%  of  Balance 

(Covered  charges  for  treatment  ol  non-contlned 
mental  &  nervous  disorders  are  not  included) 


$500,000  per  individual,  for  all  Illnesses,  accidents  and  Maternity 
Subject  to  Automatic  Restoration  ot 
up  to  $1,000  Each  Calendar  Year 


Covered  Maternity  expenses  paid 
on  same  basis  as 
charges  shown  above 
(Nursery  Charges  Not  Covered) 


Worldwide  Coverage 


Tracy  Arnold 
Chairperson 


Donald  Hall 
Vice -Chairperson 


Clyde  Averett 
Secretary 


J.  J.  Caraway 
Executive  Director 
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A  Pastoral  Letter  to  the  Churches  from 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 


The  United  Methodist  Bishops  call  upon 
all  of  our  churches  to  give  careful 
deliberate  study  to  the  increasing 
contrast  between  Christian  affluence  and 
widespread  deprivation,  hunger, 
unemployment  and  human  despair.  The 
increased  rate  of  unemployment, 
business  and  farm  failures  and  personal 
bankruptcy  give  us  cause  for  concern 
and,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  demands 
that  we  seek  ways  to  reverse  these 
trends. 

As  Christians  we  acknowledge  that 
implicit  in  the  faith  of  the  church  is  a 
mandate  for  action.  It  is  not  enough  to 
experience  deep  distress  over  the  plight 
of  the  hungry  and  hopeless  victims  of  the 
economic  crisis.  The  church  is  called 
upon  to  act:  to  manifest  its  love  toward 
Christ  by  its  efforts  to  relieve  the 


suffering  of  those  who  are  without  food 
and  shelter,  who  stagger  under  the 
burden  of  the  current  economic 
catastrophe  and  who  continue  to  be 
frustrated  in  their  search  for  jobs. 

We  call  upon  our  churches  to  care  for 
the  needs  of  the  neighbor  in  this  critical 
time  with  a  sense  of  justice,  compassion, 
understanding  and  God’s  presence.  We 
can  influence  public  policies  which 
bridge  the  gap  between  ethics  and 
economics  and  which  will  serve  the 
common  good.  We  can  be  reconciling 
forces  in  our  time.  We  can  become 
informed  and  engaged  in  action  as 
congregations.  Then  the  statement  of 
Jesus,  “Inasmuch  as  you  have  done  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  you  have 
done  it  unto  me,”  will  be  affirmed. 


Pastors  Complete  Guided 
Study  Program  on  Galatians 


EMLC  Career  Life  Event  Successful 


Pictured  left  to  right:  the  Reverend  Fred  Wideman,  the  Reverend  Tim  Lawson,  and 
Victor  Furnish  of  Perkins. 


By  DR.  SAMUEL  W.  WALKER 
The  setting  for  the  Conference  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  Vocation  and 
Career  Life  Event  November  19  and  20 
was  the  Wesley  Foundation,  Southern 
University,  Baton  Rouge  and  Camphor 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
Reverend  Freida  M.  Brown  is  the 
Director  of  the  Foundation  and  the 
Reverend  George  W.  Calvin  is  the  pastor 
of  Camphor  Church.  The  weekend  event 
began  Friday  evening  with  a  fellowship 
banquet  with  the  Reverend  Roger  D. 
Lathan,  pastor  of  Bethany  Church,  New 
Orleans,  as  toastmaster.  Dr.  Moses  T. 
Jackson  brought  greetings,  representing 
the  Cabinet.  Dr.  Leonard  L.  Haynes,  Jr., 
pastor  of  Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
was  the  principal  speaker  and  music  was 
rendered  by  the  Baton  Rouge  Area 
(United  Methodist)  choir  directed  by  the 
Reverend  Kenneth  M.  Fisher  with  the 
Reverend  John  D.  V.  Hamilton 
accompanying. 

Saturday  morning  devotion  was 
conducted  by  the  Reverend  Freddie 
Henderson,  pastor  of  Jordan  LeJuene 
Churches,  and  set  the  pace  for  the  three 
workshops  which  were  as  follows : 

A.  Opportunities  for  Ethnic  Minorities  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  —  The 
Reverend  George  W.  Calvin,  leader. 

B.  Preaching  and  What  Do  I  Do?  The 
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Reverend  Freddie  Henderson  and  the 
Reverend  L.  Patterson  Culligan, 
Conference  Director  of  Youth 
Ministries,  leaders. 

C.  Higher  Education  in  Louisiana  —  The 
Reverend  Donald  R.  Avery,  pastor  of 
Neely-Hartzell  Churches,  Ms.  Kay 
Madden,  Director  of  Church 
Relations,  Centenary  College,  and 
Ms.  Anita  Martin,  Church  Careers 
Program  Assistant  at  Centenary 
College,  leaders. 

The  event  co-chaired  by  the  Reverend 
Roger  Lathan  and  die  Reverend 
Christopher  Andrews  concluded  with  a 
service  of  dedication  and  commitment 
with  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  Chairman  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  and  pastor  of  Mount  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
preaching.  Music  was  rendered  by  the 
Chancel  Choir,  Camphor  Church  with 
Mrs.  Kathleen  F.  Hutcherson,  Director. 

The  total  registration  was  188 
representing  36  churches. 


Perkins  School  of  Theology  has  just 
completed  a  Guided  Study  Program  on 
Galatians  for  pastors  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
area.  The  study  took  place  over  a  six 
week  period,  with  classes  meeting  on 
Wednesday  afternoons  for  two  hours.  All 
sessions  were  held  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

At  the  close  of  the  six  week  period,  a 
seminar  was  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge, 
featuring  Victor  Furnish,  a  Biblical 
professor  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 


and  a  well-known 
Letters. 


scholar  on  Paul’s 


Ministers  attending  the  six  week 
program  were:  Willis  Dear,  Robert 
Williams,  J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Mark 
Martin,  Freddie  Henderson,  Hulen 
Warren,  Jr.,  Robert  Burgess,  Fred 
Shirley,  Alan  Einsel,  Carolyn  Brannon, 
John  Whitley,  George  Calvin,  Ed 
Dilworth,  Monroe  Wilkes,  Fred 
Wideman,  Tim  Lawson,  Tom  Bergeron, 
Gilbert  Wade,  and  Phil  Woodland. 


Local  Hatchet  Man  Strikes 

Is  this  a  picture  of  President  Reagan  ,  mm  __ 
cutting  the  Federal  budget?  No,  just  Dr.  Wf- 
Harvey  Williamson,  Director  of  the  Iw/H 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
getting  the  Christmas  tree  ready  to  be 
placed  in  the  stand  at  the  Conference 
Headquarters  Building  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  tree  stands  beautifully  decorated 
in  the  reception  area  on  the  first  floor. 

The  support  staff  of  the  Conference 
Offices  cross  stitched  chrismons 


Coming  Your  Way 

A  Church  Secretary  Seminar 

Now  is  the  time  for  you  as  a  church  secretary  to  sharpen  your  skills  and 
discover  techniques  and  resources  to  help  you  solve  some  of  the  unique 
problems  associated  with  your  work.  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge  located  at  the  corner  of  North  and  East  Boulevard,  will  host  the  Church 
Secretary  Seminar  on  January  19,  1983  from  9:00  a  m.  to  4:00  p.m.  This  is  a 
seminar  conducted  by  E.  Jane  Mall,  editor  of  the  Church  Secretary’s  Swap 
Shop  and  is  sponsored  by  Cokesbury  Educational  Services. 

Participants  will  receive  .7  units  of  Continuing  Education  and  a  free  copy  of 
Jane  Mall’s  Handbook  for  Church  Secretaries.  A  $30  registration  fee  (per 
person)  also  includes  lunch  and  all  seminar  materials.  Pastors  and  church 
secretaries  from  the  same  church  registering  at  the  same  time  pay  only  $25 
each. 

To  register  or  obtain  more  information,  contact  your  district  superintendent. 


representing  the  various  symbols  of  the 
Christian  Church  to  be  placed  as 
ornaments  on  the  tree.  Multi-color  lights, 
gold  satin  balls,  and  a  large  gold  bow  at 
the  top  of  the  tree  add  the  finishing 
touches  to  the  Christmas  tree. 

Christmas  Cantata  Planned 
at  Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport 

The  Chancel  Choir  of  Lakeview  United 
Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  will 
present  a  Christmas  Cantata.  This  Holy 
Babe,  on  Sunday.  December  19,  during 
the  11:00  a.m.  worship  service. 

The  choir  is  directed  by  Barbara  Ann 
Locke  and  accompanied  by  Hazel 
Daniels.  The  pastor,  the  Reverend 
Howard  B.  Childs,  will  narrate.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend. 
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Christians  should  apply  tax  laws 
wisely  to  increase  charitable  giving 


•  Render  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are 
Caesar's,  and  to  God  the  things  that  are 
God  s."  These  words  of  our  Lord  set  forth 
a  dual  responsibility  for  His  followers 
which  is  as  valid  today  as  then:  to  pay 
one’s  lawful  taxes  and  to  give  a  rightful 
share  of  one’s  income  to  support  God's 
work  through  the  church. 

As  Christmas  and  the  end  of  the  year 
approach,  we  should  be  mindful  of  both 
responsibilities,  and  how  they  might 
interrelate.  Of  special  note  is  the 
relationship  between  charitable  giving 
and  our  nation’s  tax  laws.  Charitable 
gifts  —  including  gifts  to  the  church  — 
traditionally  have  been  exempt  from 
taxation,  thereby  providing  a 
meaningful,  non-sectarian  incentive  for 
persons  to  support  charitable  causes. 

Although  this  tax  law  provision  is 
occasionally  criticized,  we  believe  it 
illustrates  that  good  citizenship  and 
faithful  discipleship  are  usually 
compatible.  It  re-enforces  the  need  to 
avoid  church/state  entanglements,  while 
recognizing  that  charitable  activity  has 
profoundly  positive  benefits  for  society. 

A  survey  of  social  institutions  — 
ranging  from  colleges  to  hospitals, 
children’s  homes  to  retirement  homes  — 
quickly  reveals  that  a  large  number 

God’s  gift  of  life 
in  Christ  should 
be  our  motivation 

Even  as  we  seek  to  minimize  our  tax 
liability  and  maximize  the  good  our 
tithes  and  offerings  can  achieve  (see  pre¬ 
ceding  editorial ) ,  Christmas  stands  before 
us  as  a  reminder  that  our  giving  should 
not  be  motivated  primarily  by  any  antici¬ 
pated  gain.  Rather  we  should  give  in 
gratitude  for  God’s  countless  gifts  to  us 
cognizant  that  we  can  never  fully  “repay" 
God’s  matchless  gift  to  us  of  life  in  Christ. 

We  can  be  faithful  and  generous  in  our 
stewardship  of  the  resources  with  which 
God  has  entrusted  us,  not  only  at 
Christmas  but  throughout  the  year.  This 
includes  not  only  giving  all  we  can,  but 
taking  every  tax  deduction  to  which  we 
are  lawfully  entitled. 

If  everyone  who  benefits  from 
charitable  contributions  would  make  at 
least  one  additional  contribution  to  the 
church,  or  to  a  church-related  institution, 
prior  to  the  end  of  1982,  the  result  would 
be  multiplied  rather  than  simply  added 
benefits  for  all. 


trace  their  roots  and  continued  existence 
to  the  church  In  addition  to  local  church 
contributions  gifts  and  bequests  to 
church-related  institutions  historically 
have  been  among  the  safest  and  surest  in¬ 
vestments  a  person  can  make  —  assured 
both  that  the  contribution  will  be  used  to 
.  oduce  maximum  benefit,  while  provid¬ 
ing  the  contributor  with  a  tax  deduction. 

The  “social  benefit”  of  charitable 
contributions  has  never  been  more 
important  in  light  of  present  economic 
circumstances  in  the  U.S.  and  the 
Reagan  Administration's  commitment  to 
cut  back  federally-funded  social  services 
while  encouraging  increased  support  for 
the  "private  sector.” 

Whether  one  agrees  with  this  pattern 
or  not,  it  is  a  reality  to  which  we  must 
relate  at  least  for  the  foreseeable  future. 
If  we  wish  to  fulfill  both  our 
responsibilities  as  Christian  disciples 
and  as  good  citizens,  we  should  develop  a 
working  knowledge  of  how  current  tax 
laws  relate  to  charitable  contributions. 
We  consider  the  following  considerations 
especially  important: 

•  The  Economic  Recovery  Act  of  1981 
now  makes  a  charitable  contribution 
deduction  possible  not  only  for  those  who 
itemize  deductions,  but  also  for  the  75% 
of  all  taxpayers  who  use  the  “standard 
deduction,"  (now  known  as  the  Zero 
Bracketed  Amount ) .  Those  who  take  the 
“standard  deduction’’  may  now  take  the 
following  additional  deductions:  In  1982 
and  1983,  25%  of  the  first  $100  given  to 
charity,  with  a  maximum  of  $25.  For  1984 
the  deduction  will  be  25%  of  the  first  $300 
contributed,  with  a  maximum  of  $75  to  be 
deducted.  In  1985,  50%  of  all  charitable 
contributions  may  be  deducted  in 
addition  to  the  “standard  deduction,’’ 
and  in  1986,  100%.  Unless  it  is  continued 
by  Congress,  however,  this  provision  will 
expire  at  the  end  of  1986. 

•  In  addition  to  cash  gifts,  contributions 
of  properly  executed  securities,  real 
estate  and  personal  property  which  are 
delivered  or  post-marked  (if  mailed)  by 
December  31  are  also  eligible  for  a  chari¬ 
table  deduction.  The  date  of  delivery  con¬ 
trols  the  deduction  may  be  taken  and  also 
establishes  the  value  of  the  gift. 

•  There  is  no  capital  gains  tax  on 
securities  given  to  a  charity  that  have  ap¬ 
preciated  in  value  and  been  owned  for 
more  than  a  year.  If  one's  securities  are 
worth  less  now  than  when  they  were  pur¬ 
chased,  it  might  be  advantageous  to  sell 
them  and  give  the  proceeds  to  the  church. 
In  such  cases,  taxpayers  can  legally  de¬ 
duct  the  value  of  the  gift  and  also  claim  a 
capital  loss  on  their  tax  returns. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Christmas  means  God  is 
at  ‘home’  —  and  so  are  we 


Dead  in  its  tracks  on  our  neighbor’s 
green  lawn,  Santa’s  plastic  sled  and  eight 
plastic  reindeer  are  pathetic  reminders 
to  me  of  the  improbability  of  a  Christmas 
without  the  bitterness  of  an  Eastern 
winter.  Unless  Texas  weather  goes 
completely  haywire,  it  won’t  be  white 
this  year.  And  without  snow,  I  deeply 
suspect  it  cannot  even  be  scriptural. 

Clearly,  it  will  not  be  like  home. 

Thinking  about  this  recalled  to  mind  a 
Christmas  I  spent  as  a  youth  with  my 
parents  in  North  Africa.  There,  on  the 
edge  of  the  Sahara  desert,  we  witnessed 
a  spectacular  Christmas  eve  pageant  on 
a  scale  you  can’t  duplicate  in  the 
fellowship  hall  at  your  local  First 
Church.  It  was  all  “real,”  including  the 
stable,  the  lowing  cattle,  the  sheep  and 
camels  —  right  down  to  the  Semitic 
features  of  the  actors,  who  looked  like  the 
modern-day  descendents  of  the  original 
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Stephen  Swecker 

cast.  Staged  outdoors  in  the  round,  it  was 
hauntingly  realistic.  To  this  day,  I  have  a 
vivid  memory  from  that  experience  of 
having  been  present  at  the  Nativity. 

For  all  the  event’s  authenticity, 
however,  my  ll-year-old  sister’s 
criticism  was  well-taken:  "That  sure 
wasn’t  much  like  a  real  Christmas 
pageant!”  She  was  right,  of  course.  It 
just  isn’t  the  same  when  Joseph  isn’t  the 
neighborhood  brat  in  an  over-sized 
bathrobe,  and  the  sheep  aren’t  members 
of  the  Cherub  Choir  making  noises  like 
—  well,  something  like  sheep. 

It  just  isn’t  “home." 

You  recognize  the  signals,  of  course: 
not  only  at  Christmas  but  at  all  times 
there  is  a  deep  yearning  in  most  of  us  to 
be  “at  home”  in  the  world  itself  —  to  be 
comfortable  with  our  lives,  to  live  in 
peace  with  our  families,  to  like  our  jobs, 
and  to  feel  hopeful  about  the  future. 
When  Christmas  rolls  around,  we  are 
ready  to  grab  for  all  we’re  worth  onto  its 
message:  that  God  somehow  by  the 
miracle  of  Jesus’  birth,  has  made  the 
world  His  home.  Therefore,  in  spite  of  all 
our  woes  and  worries,  this  is  where  we 
belong  as  well. 

I  believe  that.  I’m  not  yet  resigned  to 
no  snow,  and  am  not  quite  sure  what  the 
Christmas  pageant  will  mean  to  me  this 
year.  Already,  I  miss  my  parents  and 
the  opportunity  to  lead  a  congregation 
through  the  season  of  Advent.  But  these 
are  human  longings,  and  I’m  glad  I  have 
them.  It  is  to  yearnings  like  this  in  you 
and  me  that  God  in  Christ  has  spoken, 
telling  us  that,  wherever  we  happen  to 
be,  is  home— the  place  where  we  belong. 

-  STEPHEN  SWECKER 

j^TioseXirthday?  j 

By  DOVIE  M.  JONES 
Another  year  has  slipped  away 
And  Christmas  time  is  here  again, 

When  this  should  be  the  glorious  day 
“Of  peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men," 
Yet  as  we  look  around  and  see 
Turmoil  and  trouble  on  the  earth. 

We  wonder  how  such  things  can  be 
As  we  observe  the  Savior’s  birth. 

Still  we  can  lay  such  thoughts  aside 
And  feel  the  joy  of  this  event: 

In  every  land,  both  far  and  wide, 

We  think  of  what  His  life  has  meant; 

Of  what  He  really  means  today 
To  all  who  own  Him  as  their  King : 

The  Prince  of  Peace,  the  Light,  the  Way, 
Our  Counsellor  in  everything. 

As  bells  peal  out  their  joyful  sound 
The  Christmas  Story  to  recall, 

And  festive  signs  in  stores  abound 
To  lure  the  shoppers  great  and  small, 
Whose  birthday  do  we  celebrate? 

And  how  much  will  we  give  this  One? 
Because  God’s  love  for  us  was  great 
He  gave  His  best,  His  only  Son. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 

Programs  promoting  highway  safety, 
driving  responsibility  merit  our  support 


By  MARVIN  E.  REPINSKI 

Several  events  in  the  past  24  hours 
prompt  these  remarks.  All  of  these 
scenes  revolve  around  the  fragile  nature 
of  life.  They  underscore  the  never 
ceasing  need  for  —  shall  we  call  it 
vigilance  —  in  the  area  of  safer  cars  and 
responsible  driving. 

I  have  returned  from  Rochester, 
Minnesota,  where  at  Christ  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  a  throng  of  sobered  people 
committed  to  God’s  eternal  care  the  life 
of  Barbara  Peterson.  Barb,  the  wife  of 
the  senior  pastor  of  that  church,  had 
several  days  before,  lost  her  life  in  an 
automobile  accident.  The  driver  of  the 
other  car  did  not  stop  at  the  prominently 
placed  stop  sign. 

A  second  event  is  the  sad  conversation 
later  in  the  day  with  an  artist  friend  and 
his  wife  in  Minneapolis.  Their  dear 
friend,  a  Latvian  medical  doctor  lies  in  a 
New  York  City  Hospital  near  death, 
having  been  struck  down  by  a  cab. 

Last  night  I  visited  with  one  of  our 
church  members  who  lives  a  full  and 
gracious  life  but  within  the  limits  of  a 
wheelchair.  The  conversation,  which 
involved  several  other  persons  who  were 
also  guests  in  his  home,  included  some 
reference  to  his  accident.  Some  years 


ago,  in  the  state  of  Montana  the  course  of 
his  life  changed  in  a  moment.  A  highway 
accident. 

The  day  ended  with  reading  part  of  the 
November  8,  1983  “Newsweek” 

magazine.  The  column  by  George  F. 
Will  contains  this  paragraph: 

“Were  America  to  curtail  handguns 
and  limit  drunken  driving  substantially, 
the  burden  of  rehabilitation  resources 
would  be  vastly  reduced.  At  a  European 
conference  on  rehabilitation,  Betts  asked 
why  a  chart  listing  the  principal  causes 
of  disability  did  not  even  mention 
gunshots.  The  response  to  his  question 
was  incredulity.  A  walk  through  the 
institute’s  physical- therapy  rooms  is  an 
antidote  to  sterile  libertarian  arguments 
against  passive  restraints  in  automobile 
(airbags,  for  example)  or  laws  requiring 
use  of  seat  belts.  Such  laws,  common  in 
Europe,  would,  Betts  believes, 
contribute  more  than  any  other  single 
measure  to  reducing  the  soaring 
expenditure  on  rehabilitative  medicine.” 

Dear  friends  of  the  Christian  church, 
let  us  hear  again  the  truth  about  our 
streets,  roadways  and  highways.  The 
agony,  loss,  wounding  of  life  and  spoiling 
of  our  treasury  that  continues  to  result 
from  our  major  form  of  mobility  needs 


continually  to  be  addressed. 

I  believe  that  any  emphasis,  crusade, 
mission  or  ministry  that  directs  attention 
to  automobile  safety  and  responsible 
driving  merits  our  vigorous  support. 
Would  it  not  be  a  practical  and  logical 
extension  of  the  care  of  our  Lord  to 
suggest  that  the  bishops  and  all  leaders 
of  religious  institutions  across  our  nation 
address  this  issue?  And  would  not  a  place 
of  beginning  be  to  say  clearly:  We  think 
it  in  keeping  with  the  message  of  Christ 
to  nurture  values  of  safety  (airbags,  etc. ) 
rather  than  more  razzle-dazzle?  And  is 
this  not  the  word  that  both  consumer  and 
manufacturer  need  to  hear?  Literally, 
our  lives  depend  upon  it. 

My  prayer  is  in  the  biblical  words, 
“grow  in  every  way  into  Him  who  is  the 
head,  into  Christ.”  (Eph.  4:15).  Let  us 
labor  to  increase  the  possibilities  of  this 
urging  to  become  a  reality  in  the  world  of 
travel. 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tors,  the  Rev.  Marvin  E.  Repinski  is 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  South  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota  (Minnesota  Conference). 


Church  needs  to  use  lay  speakers  more  often 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  reply  to  the  article  by  Marvin 
Ducharme  in  the  Nov.  26  issue  headlined 
“More  lay  leadership  will  be  needed  if 
the  church  is  to  ever  grow  again”,  on  the 
use,  or  misuse,  of  layspeakers  in  the 
church. 

She  is  absolutely  right  that  many 
pastors  do  not  and  will  not  use  lay 
speakers  in  their  worship  services,  and 
some  of  our  small  churches  are  dying 
because  of  this.  In  my  conference  many 
pastors  are  assigned  to  3  to  4  churches 
and  in  my  estimation,  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  them  adequately  to  give 
each  church  its  just  due. 

Most  people  like  to  worship  every 
Sunday,  not  first  and  third,  nor  second 
and  fourth  Sundays,  so  they  go 
elsewhere.  I  have  been  a  lay  speaker  for 
Zl/2  years,  and  am  going  into  the  active 
ministry,  and  I  love  to  witness  for  the 
Lord,  be  it  from  the  pulpit,  Sunday 
School,  or  wherever  I  can. 

In  1981,  I  preached  21  sermons  at 
various  churches  of  most  all 
denominations  and  only  once  in  my 
church.  This  year,  I  was  called  upon  18 
times  and  only  once  in  my  church.  Do 
pastors  feel  that  they  are  threatened  by 
refusing  us  the  privilege  to  preach  now 
and  then? „  The  powers  that  be  should 
wake  up  and  earnestly  strive  to  correct 
this  awful  situation,  or  cut  out  the  lay 
speaking  program  altogether. 

Robert  Vernon  Dennis 
Jacksonville,  Florida 

Offering  spiritual  gifts 
need  not  be  arrogant 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  me  add  to  the  discussion  regarding 
the  question,  “Why  only  one  way?” 
raised  by  Alden  Risser  in  the  November  5 
“My  Witness”  column  (see  Reporter, 
Nov.  26). 

There  is  no  reason  why  Christians 
cannot  hold  to  a  strict  “incamational 
theology”  with  its  “once  and  for  all” 
Christ,  and  also  be  open  and  loving 
towards  others.  A  New  Testament  faith 
does  require  that  there  is  salvation  in 
no  one  else,  and  also  that  one  should 
love  one’s  neighbor. 

Evidence  is  that  nationalistic,  non- 
evangelistic  religions  that  pride 
themselves  in  not  trying  to  win 
adherents  of  other  religious  faiths  tend  to 
be  smug  and  complacent.  Those  who 
“live  and  let  live”  so  often  “live  and  let 
die!”  The  belief  that  one  should  help  a 
needy  brother,  even  if  he  belongs  to 
another  faith,  by  giving  him  food  and 
medicine,  can  hardly  be  separated  from 
the  belief  that  he  should  be  helped 
spiritually. 

Any  kind  of  sharing,  physical  or 
spiritual,  can  be  arrogant  and 
egotistical.  A  Thanksgiving  basket  can 
be  a  real  ego  trip  for  the  giver  who  is  so 
glad  he  is  not  like  his  neighbor!  On  the 
other  hand,  sharing  such  things  as  food 
and  medicine  can  be  part  of  a  respectful 
and  loving  one-to-one  relationship.  Why 
cannot  the  sharing  of  a  spiritual  gift  be 
regarded  in  the  same  manner? 

A  Moslem  once  asked  me  how  I  knew 
that  the  Christian  faith  was  better  than 
Islam.  My  temptation  was  to  put  the 
matter  on  the  basis  of  my  truth  against 
his.  I  refused,  and  instead,  began  by 
telling  him  that  I  never  had  been  a 
Moslem  and  did  not  know  quite  what  it 
meant  to  be  one.  Then  I  proceeded  to  tell 
him  what  it  meant  to  be  raised  in  a 
Christian  home  and  Christian  church  and 
to  make  a  Christian  decision  in  my  life. 
After  giving  my  testimony,  I  asked  him 
to  tell  me  about  what  it  meant  for  him  to 
be  a  Moslem.  He  seemed  to  have  little  to 
say,  at  that  point. 

Can  we  really  offer  “physical  water” 
to  the  “Samaritans”  without  offering 
them  the  water  of  life? 

Robert  H.  Mielke 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

Iiiclusiveness  column  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  thankful  for  the  column  by 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  on 
inclusiveness  in  the  Nov.  26  issue.  My 
heart  calls  out  for  my  Christian  brothers 
to  support  women’s  issues  as  spelled  out 
in  the  United  Methodist  “Book  of 


Discipline"  and  “The  Book  of 
Resolutions.” 

My  work  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  led  me  to  a  new  awareness 
of  its  progressive  revelations.  I  know 
these  attitudes  of  inclusiveness  model 
those  of  Jesus  who  took  bold  new  steps  in 
his  relationships  to  women. 

I  truly  believe  that  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  a  prophetic  church  in  this 
century  following  the  standards  of  John 
Wesley  who  started  medical  clinics  for 
women  in  London. 

I  am  still  saddened  when  I  attend 
services  that  are  led  only  by  men.  I  think 
this  is  usually  simply  an  oversight.  I 
often  hesitate  to  ask  that  women  be 
included  for  fear  of  hurting  my  brothers 
in  Christ.  On  the  other  hand,  I  fear  that 
my  sons  and  daughters  will  be  deprived 
of  the  role-modeling  they  so  desperately 
need,  if  we  women  who  notice  do  not 
speak  up. 

Thank  you  for  presenting  this  gentle, 
loving  reminder  that  we  are  enriched  by 
inclusiveness. 

Sandy  Purcell  Carter 
Sunray,  Texas 

Evangelism  affirmed 
for  UM  seminaries 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  Rev.  Charles 
E.  Kinder’s  statement:  “only  two  of  the 
13  UM  seminaries  have  professors  of 
evangelism  and  only  a  few  offer  courses 
in  evangelism”  cited  in  the  article 
headlined  “Seminary,  foundation  honor 
E.  Stanley  Jones”  (UMR,  Dec.  3). 

Given  this  statement,  is  it  so  surprising 
that  membership  in  our  church  has 
declined  over  the  years?  The  express 
command  of  our  Lord  is  to  make 
disciples,  teaching  and  bearing  witness 
to  “the  Christ  (who)  should  suffer  and  on 
the  third  day  rise  from  the  dead,  and  that 
repentance  and  forgiveness  of  sins 
should  be  preached  in  his  name  to  all 
nations”  (Luke 24: 46-67). 

Isn’t  this  the  raison  d’etre  of  the 
church?  And  yet  only  2  of  13  of  our 
seminaries  feel  evangelism  is  important 
enough  to  have  a  professor  on  the  staff! 
Perhaps  theological  pluralism  has  paved 
the  way  for  theological  apathy.  I  am  not 
surprised  that  people  do  not  want  to  join 
a  church  that  doesn’t  hold  a  practical 
commitment  to  the  foundation  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

The  old  guard  of  our  church’s 
membership  —  our  mothers  and  fathers, 
grandfathers  and  grandmothers  —  are 
dying.  Many  of  their  children  and 
grandchildren  have  found  other  religious 
options.  These  need  to  be  reclaimed  as 
well  as  the  millions  who  have  never 
heard  the  Good  News.  Evangelism, 
evangelism,  evangelism!  Let  the  words 
of  our  Lord  ring  loud  and  clear  as  if  He 
were  shouting  them  audibly  from  the 
throne.  Hear  it  in  Boston!  Hear  it  in 
Denver!  Hear  it  in  Claremont! 
“Evangelism,  my  children, 
evangelism!” 

David  E.  Brown 
Wilmore,  Kentucky 

UMC’s  controvergial 
positions  need  to  be  heard 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  article  headlined  “Draft 
resister  case  strains  congregation”  in 
the  Nov.  26  Reporter  with  great  interest, 
and  felt  compelled  to  respond. 

Why  should  it  take  a  controversial  test 
case  before  our  court  system  to  make  our 
members  aware  of  our  church’s 
“specific  and  powerful  stance  on  the 
draft  issue?  ”  By  the  same  token,  should 
it  take  a  third  world  war,  or  a 
thermonuclear  war,  to  make  our 
members  aware  of  United  Methodism’s 
“specific  and  powerful  stance”  against 
war  as  a  means  of  settling  international 
disputes,  and  the  fact  that  our  church  has 
condemned  the  “production,  possession, 
or  use  of  nuclear  weapons?”  Why  is  it 
that  these  strong  stances  on  such 
important  controversial  issues  remain  in 
a  closed  “Discipline,”  or  in  pastoral 
letters  carefully  stored  away  in  file 
cabinets? 

Perhaps  we  are  all  at  fault:  our  church 
authorities,  for  offering  the 


responsibility  to  ministers  to  explain 
these  issues  to  us,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  insist  on  membership  gains  and  a 
healthy  financial  status  for  the  church. 
And  what  about  our  ministers,  who  so 
often  choose  not  to  alienate  us  by  telling 
us  about  these  controversial  positions, 
but  instead  to  placate  us  in  our 
“comfortable  pews.”  But  I  believe  we 
laypersons  are  most  guilty  of  all,  for 
wanting  to  be  “Christian”  without 
practicing  Christianity,  eg.  for 
condemning  or  threatening  our  ministers 
when  they  tell  us  what  we  do  not  want  to 
hear. 

Clarance  Robbins 

Piscataway,  New  Jersey 

Time  to  deal  with 
problems  of  church,  world 

To  the  Editor: 

To  read  of  the  continuous  decline  in 
church  membership,  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  homosexuals  to  the  Christian 
ministry  by  the  hierarchy  of  our  church, 
the  careless  and  unwise  expenditure  of 
sacred  money,  and  the  constant  wrang¬ 
ling  is  revolting  to  scores  of  devoted 
United  Methodist  Church  members.  And 
the  thing  that  may  be  called  a  protest 
against  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
this  civilization  which  finds  expression  in 
the  abandonment  of  old  ideals  and 
ancient  creeds  is  not  new  at  all,  because 
the  world  has  gone  through  the  same 
chaotic  period  before.  It  does  seem  that 
an  enlightened  generation  would  know 
what  to  do  about  it  all. 

After  careful  diagnosis  of  the  sick 
patient  (the  church  and  the  world)  and  in 
an  effort  to  prescribe  a  cure,  the  only 
remedy,  I  think,  that  will  have  any  effi¬ 
cacy  at  all  is  a  return  to  the  spiritual  in 
life  and  recognition  of  the  hand  of  Provi¬ 
dence  in  the  affairs  of  all  humankind. 

Bob  Hope  is  reported  to  have  said,  “We 
are  living  in  a  pressure-cooker  world." 


Max  Lerner  is  reported  to  have  said  “We 
are  living  in  a  world  of  over-kill.”  Billy 
Graham  in  his  book  says,  “We  are  living 
in  a  world  aflame.”  And  well  may  we 
ask,  “What  has  become  of  sin?  ” 

In  this  day  of  new  morality  (moral 
depravity),  vandalism,  greed  and  crime 
on  every  hand,  disloyalty  and  de¬ 
bauchery  are  glorified.  The  falling  away 
from  the  ‘faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints’  has  become  our  modern  day  life 
style. 

Is  it  not  time  for  Christians,  and 
churches  of  all  faiths  and  persuasions,  to 
declare  a  sabbatical  year  of  repentance 
and  prayer  to  God  Almighty  for  the  curse 
in  which  we  find  ourselves  and  the 
nation? 

Blessed  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the 
Lord  —  Psalms  33:12. 

E.  O.  Davis 

Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 

BGM,  Women’s  Division 
coverage  approved 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  woman  and  a  lifelong  United 
Methodist,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the 
articles  published  recently  by  Roy 
Howard  Beck  on  the  work  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  and  especially  the 
one  on  the  purchase  of  the  UM  Center  in 
New  York. 

I  do  not  know  very  much  about  Dr. 
Martin  Brofenbrenner  or  Dr.  Papanek, 
who  commented  on  “The  Economic 
Primer”;  they  are  men  first  and 
economists  secondarily.  I  am  an 
economist  with  very  creditable 
qualifications,  also,  and  I  approve  fully 
of  what  the  Women’s  Division  has  done 
and  agree  with  Barbara  Weaver.  I  hope 
that  I  can  secure  a  copy  of  “The 
Economic  Primer.” 

Virginia  Sloan 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


My  Witness 


Celebration  by  sharing  allows  us 
to  do  something  beautiful  for  God 


By  FRED  CLOUD 

For  a  number  of  years,  Mother  Teresa 
of  Calcutta  has  been  for  me  a 
contemporary  saint,  a  sister-in-Christ 
who  —  by  her  consistent  ministry  to  the 
poor  —  inspires  me  and  challenges  me  to 
more  devoted  action.  Last  summer,  I 
was  privileged  to  see  her  and  hear  her 
speak  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

Mother  Teresa  sounded  her  persistent 
theme,  “Do  something  beautiful  for 
God!”  And  she  encouraged  the  more 
than  5,000  persons  who  had  come 
together  to  hear  her  speak  to  reach  out 
to  poor  persons  all  around  us  in  our 
communities  and  help  meet  their  needs 
—  not  only  for  food  but  also  for  love  and 
acceptance. 

She  told  of  an  experience  that  she  had 
had  in  Calcutta,  India,  only  two  weeks 
before  coming  to  America.  "A  recently- 
married  young  couple  came  to  me  with  a 
gift,”  Mother  Teresa  said.  “As  I  talked 
with  them  I  learned  that  they  were  high¬ 
born  Hindus.  Looking  into  the  envelope 
which  they  handed  me,  I  saw  many 
rupees.  ‘How  did  you  get  this  money,  and 
why  are  you  giving  it  to  me?’  I  asked. 
‘We  know  that  you  and  your  sisters  feed 
many  thousands  of  destitute  persons 
daily  here  in  Calcutta,’  they  began.  ‘We 
have  heard  you  say,  also,  “Do  something 
beautiful  for  God!  ”  So,  as  we  approached 
our  wedding  day,  we  asked  one  another, 
“How  can  we  do  something  beautiful  for 
God  together  as  we  begin  our  married 
life?”  It  occurred  to  us  that  we  could  get 
married  without  a  wedding  gown  and  a 
wedding  feast  and,  instead,  give  that 
money  to  help  feed  the  poor  here  in 
Calcutta.  So  please  accept  the  money!’ 
And,  of  course,  I  did  so.” 

I  was  deeply  moved  as  I  heard  this 
example  of  the  love  of  God  at  work 
through  Mother  Teresa.  Here,  it  reached 
across  barriers  of  religion,  nationality, 
and  caste  to  move  the  hearts  of  two 
privileged  young  adults  in  India. 

One  month  later,  Mrs.  Rose  Kennedy, 
mother  of  Senator  Edward  Kennedy, 


celebrated  her  92nd  birthday  by 
contributing  $750,000  for  a  professorship 
to  work  on  problems  of  mental 
retardation  and  child  neurology. 

What  wonders  can  be  worked  in  our 
nation  and  throughout  the  world  today  if 
more  and  more  of  us  begin  to  celebrate 
joyful  events  by  sharing  our  gifts  of 
money,  talents,  and  love  with  our 
brothers  and  sisters  who  happen  to  be 
poor  or  in  special  need  of  help! 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  ihrough 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Fred 
Cloud,  is  a  member  of  the  Tennessee 
Conference  under  special  appointment 
as  the  Executive  Director  for  the  Human- 
Relations  Com  mission  of  the 
Metropolitan  Government  of  Nashville 
and  Davidson  County. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  "My 
Witness,"  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  221076,  Dallas,  Texas 
75222. 


INVEST 

IN  THE  CHURCH? 

Did  you  know  that  there's  a 
national  fund  to  help  new 
churches  grow?  It's  called  the 
United  Methodist  Development 
Fund  and  it's  made  up  of  people 
and  groups  who  have  found  a 
way  to  get  a  good  return  on 
their  investment  .  .  .  plus  the  joy 
of  being  a  part  of  church  growth 
everywhere.  Won't  you  join 
them  in  the  effort? 

Nova  A.  Langston 
UMDF,  Room  303-F 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 
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SAN  PEDRO,  Calif.  —  Santa  Claus  cheers  a  child  at  Toberman  Settlement  House,  a  residential  child  care  agency  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Christmas  is  most  difficult  for  the  children,  report  the  homes’  directors. 
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UM-related  homes  have 
special  task  at  Christmas 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

For  more  than  10,000  children  living 
in  United  Methodist-related  homes 
for  children  and  youth,  the  holiday 
season  can  bring  apprehension, 
loneliness  and  fear.  Or  it  can  bring 
presents,  food  and  sharing  with  loved 
ones. 

A  lot  depends  on  the  families  the 
children  left  behind  before  they  entered 
the  United  Methodist  homes. 

Christmas  said  difficult 

Administrators  of  several  resident 
homes,  which  provide  live-in 
educational,  recreational  and  counseling 
services  for  emotionally-abused  and 
neglected  children,  told  the  Reporter 
that  Christmas  is  “one  of  the  most 
difficult  times  of  the  year.”  More  often 
than  not,  they  said,  the  holiday  season 
can  bring  such  unpleasant  circum¬ 
stances  —  real  and  imaginary  —  that 
staff  workers  spend  several  months  after 
Christmas  helping  children  overcome 
their  disappointment  and  despair. 

Local  United  Methodist  congregations, 
volunteer  groups  and  individuals  are 
working  with  homes’  staffs  to  make 
Christmas  a  happier  time  for  these 
children. 

At  the  United  Methodist  Home  for 
children  in  Philadelphia,  the  home  is 
bustling  with  preparations  for  “Family 
Night,’’  which  includes  a  Christmas 
program  and  dinner.  Staff  members  are 
calling  the  children’s  families  so  that  all 
100  will  have  someone  there  with  whom 
to  share  the  celebration.  Community 
groups  and  local  churches  have  come 
with  an  outpouring  of  parties  and 
presents  for  the  children. 

In  the  Washington  area,  church  women 
are  baking  thousands  of  cookies  to 
provide  a  big  cookie  jar  for  each  child  at 
the  three  Baltimore  Conference  Board  of 
Child  Care  shelter  homes.  Other 
churches  in  the  area  have  promised  gifts 
such  as  billiard  tables  and  other  large 
recreational  items. 

In  St.  Louis,  several  local  churches  are 
making  gifts  for  the  64  children  cared  for 
by  United  Methodist  Child  and  Family 
Services,  said  Tom  Allen,  public 
relations  director.  “One  congregation 
usually  gives  us  a  ‘mitten  and  sock  tree’ 
with  new  pairs  of  mittens  and  socks  for 
each  child,”  Mr.  Allen  said.  “One  year  a 
congregation  of  mainly  retired  UMs  gave 
a  handmade  quilt  to  each  child,”  he 
added. 

At  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  in 
Waco,  Texas,  the  200  resident  children 


decorated  the  gymnasium  and 
celebrated  the  annual  “Perkins  Party,” 
an  annual  tradition  since  1938,  sponsored 
by  the  major  benefactor  family  who  also 
contributed  heavily  to  the  UM-related 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

But  beyond  these  celebrations  in  the 
homes  themselves,  efforts  to  bring 
children  together  with  their  own  families 
at  Christmas  are  sometimes  painful  and 
often  impossible,  the  administrators  told 
the  Reporter.  Many  children  at  these 
UM-related  homes  come  from  extreme 
family  experiences,  they  said.  They  are 
the  victims  of  emotional,  physical,  even 
sexual  abuse. 

Their  parents  are  often  single,  low- 
income,  sole  financial  and  emotional 
supporters  for  their  children.  The 
parents  have  histories  of  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse  and  can’t  cope  with  their 
responsibilities.  The  children,  abused 
and  neglected,  develop  behavior  and 
discipline  problems. 

Shattered  hopes  accentuated 

Christmas  accentuates  their  shattered 
hopes,  said  the  Rev.  Kenneth  Heckman, 
director  of  the  Philadelphia  children’s 
home.  “If  the  parents  aren’t  able  to  give 
to  their  children  at  Christmas,  they  take 
that  frustration  out  on  the  kids,”  he  said. 
“Our  children  visit  their  parents  for  one 
or  two  days  throughout  the  year  and 
everything  is  fine.  But  during  the 
holidays,  because  of  the  pressure  to 
make  everything  perfect,  the  tension  can 
turn  those  visits  into  nightmares,”  he 
told  the  Reporter. 

Nonetheless,  in  most  group  homes,  the 
goal  is  to  have  children  with  their  own 
families  at  least  on  Christmas  Day. 
Children  spend  anywhere  from  a  few 
hours  to  several  days  with  their  families. 
Others  whose  parents  have  been  deemed 
unsuitable  or  unwilling  to  take  their  child 
are  taken  in  by  “community  families,” 
many  of  whom  also  provide  activities 
and  outings  for  the  child  throughout  the 
year. 

The  children  are  never  sent  to  an 
unfamiliar  family  just  for  Christmas, 
Mr.  Heckman  said.  “We  do  not  provide 
an  ‘adopt-an-orphan-for-Christmas’ 
service  for  people  who  only  want  to  do 
something  nice  during  Christmas,”  he 
said.  “Our  community  family  program 
encourages  long-term  relationships.  It  is 
very  painful  for  a  child  to  get  a  lot  of 
attention  during  the  holidays  and  be 
forgotten  the  rest  of  the  year.  We  don’t 
put  our  children  through  that,  ”  he  added. 

At  the  St.  Louis  home,  Mr.  Allen  said 
last  Christmas  was  the  first  time  that 


every  child  had  somewhere  to  go  for 
Christmas  Day.  He  said  the  center  staff 
hopes  to  repeat  that  effort  this  year. 

Despite  efforts  by  the  staffs,  however, 
some  children  are  invariably  left  to 
spend  Christmas  on  the  campus  of  a 
children’s  home.  At  the  Methodist  Home 
in  Waco,  the  Rev.  Jack  Kyle  Daniels  said 
half  the  children  will  stay  on  campus  for 
Christmas.  Each  cottage  —  children  and 
house  parents  there  live  in  self-contained 
cottages  —  will  have  a  family-like 
celebration  and  dinner. 

Sometimes  the  children  themselves 
choose  to  stay  at  the  church-related 
home,  said  Claude  Libis,  director  of  the 
Washington  area  homes.  “We  have  had 
kids  call  us  to  come  pick  them  up  after 
only  an  hour  at  home.  Maybe  there  are 
no  gifts  or  food  for  Christmas.  Or 
perhaps  the  parent  is  drinking  or  worse. 
But  the  child  is  uncomfortable  and  wants 
to  come  back  to  the  home.” 

He  related  an  incident  from  last 
Christmas  when  two  sisters  —  who  had 
come  to  the  home  after  being  sexually 
abused  by  their  father  —  wanted  to  visit 
him  on  Christmas  day.  “We  made 
arrangements  for  a  caseworker  to  go  and 
stay  with  them.  In  less  than  45  minutes 
the  girls  were  brought  back  in  tears.  The 
father  was  drunk  and  abusive.  The  girls 
were  devastated.  I  doubt  we’ll  take  them 
there  again  this  year,”  Mr.  Libis  said. 

Mr.  Heckman  of  Philadelphia  said 
after  the  pain  of  the  holiday  season  has 
passed,  family  counseling  intensifies. 

‘  ‘We  do  a  lot  of  family  therapy  sessions  in 
January  and  February,  trying  to  get 
families  to  see  what  went  wrong  during 
Christmas,”  he  said.  “Often  parents  and 
kids  can  admit  their  frustrations  and 
fears  and  get  back  on  the  road  to  re¬ 
uniting  with  their  families.” 

Children  learn  to  care 

The  Rev.  Mary  Jo  Zimmerli,  chaplain 
of  the  Washington  area  homes,  said  the 
spirit  of  giving  is  a  very  important  part 
of  the  homes’  emphases.  “Many  children 
come  from  backgrounds  where  religion 
has  been  viewed  negatively.  To  a  kid  who 
has  no  family  at  Christmas,  even  the 
Holy  Family  can  be  the  object  of 
resentment,”  said  Ms.  Zimmerli  who  is 
helping  the  children  prepare  for  a 
Christmas  pageant. 

“The  children  here  are  learning  how 
God  defines  us  and  what  we  are  worth  to 
God.  They  seem  to  relate  to  that  and 
know  that  we  are  supposed  to  give  and 
receive  care  from  others.  Even  though 
they  have  been  neglected  they  are  learn¬ 
ing  that  we  should  care  for  each  other.  ’ ' 


‘We’re  not  hungry  church’ 

UMs  don't  identify  with  needy ,  says  mission  exec 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

MEMPHIS  —  United  Methodism’s 
national  missions  chief  asserted  here  last 
week  that  he  sees  the  denomination  as  a 
middle  and  upperclass  church  having  “a 
difficult  task  identifying  with  the  world 
of  need." 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux  added,  “We 
are  not  a  hungry  church  . . .  few  members 
are  on  unemployment  benefits  .  .  .  church 
budgets  are  being  subscribed  to  and  in¬ 
creased  .  .  .  yet,  it  is  seemingly  impos¬ 
sible  to  raise  funds  for  domestic  hunger 
projects  ...  as  a  whole,  the  UMC  does  not 
understand  the  economic  crisis.” 

Dr.  Bideaux,  chief  executive  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  National  Division,  made 
those  comments  during  a  rare  gathering 
of  some  300  leaders  of  UM  social  service 
agencies  related  to  his  own  division. 
Then,  after  citing  other  specific  concerns 
about  relationships  with  the  agencies,  he 
asked  for  reactions.  And  he  got  them  — 
mostly  in  the  negative  on  the  issue 
whether  United  Methodists  have 
compassion  for  the  needy. 

The  executives  and  board  members 
representing  more  than  100  child  care, 
neighborhood  and  community  centers, 
schools,  hospitals  and  homes  for  the 
aging  said  United  Methodists  are 
responding  generously  both  with  time 
and  money  to  the  increased  needs  their 
agencies  are  facing  on  the  “front-lines” 
of  the  battle  against  unemployment, 
hunger  and  homelessness. 

Informed  members  responding 

Most  have  themselves  felt  the  effects 
of  cutbacks  in  federal  dollars  to  their 
budgets,  but  they  told  story  after  story  of 
how  local  congregations  and  annual 
conferences  —  when  informed  of  urgent 
needs  —  responded  with  dollars  and 
volunteer  time. 

William  “Duke”  Akers  of  the  Della  C. 
Lamb  Neighborhood  House  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  said  he  had  lost  $350,000  in 
federal  dollars  for  his  1981  budget.  But, 
he  told  the  Reporter,  a  combination  of 
other  sources  including  $100,000  from 
United  Methodists  had  resulted  in  budgets 
for  1981  and  1982  being  met  “with  ease.” 

Mr.  Akers  said  the  agency,  located  in 
Kansas  City’s  housing  projects,  is  looking 
for  new  ways  to  address  its  community’s 
problems  with  additional  resources  and 
the  energy  of  90  volunteers. 

However,  agency  leaders  seemed  to 
agree  that  millions  of  people  in  local 
churches  are  unaware  of  the  seriousness 
of  the  crises  facing  poor  people  today. 


Before  the  conference  here  adjourned, 
the  social  service  agency  leaders 
resolved  to  develop  strategies  that  would 
more  effectively  present  the  needs  and 
concerns  of  their  constituents  and  call 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  action. 

The  resolution  suggests  more  sharing 
of  information  —  such  as  that  there  has 
been  a  30  percent  increase  in  the  number 
of  persons  living  below  the  poverty  level 
since  1978  —  and  coordination  of 
advocacy  efforts  between  the  agencies 
and  the  division. 

Values  questioned 

Dr.  Bideaux  pointed  out  that  no  matter 
how  well  United  Methodists  are  doing, 
the  denomination  continues  to  have  one 
of  the  lowest  per-member  giving  records 
in  the  nation,  yet  is  among  the  top  three 
or  four  denominations  in  the  level  of 
pastoral  support.  Further,  he  noted,  local 
church  needs  are  receiving  a  higher 
percentage  of  each  dollar  given  by  UM 
members  while  the  percentage  going  to 
national  and  world  levels  has  slipped 
from  just  over  5  cents  in  1976  to  4.4  cents 
during  1981.  “That  says  something  about 
our  values,”  he  said. 

“It  is  a  frightening  challenge  to  involve 
or  to  mobilize  UMs  behind  the  ministries 
you  represent  .  .  .  among  the  people  who 
hurt,  who  cry  for  justice  .  .  .  who  suffer 
the  weight  of  the  economic  crisis,”  Dr. 
Bideaux  said. 

The  director  of  the  Family  Counseling 
Service  of  Ogden,  Utah,  responded  that  a 
denomination’s  per  capita  giving  record 
wasn't  the  only  indicator. 

“The  Mormons  have  a  reputation  for 
giving  —  as  they  have  a  reputation  for 
supporting  the  family,”  said  Anthony 
Hanebrink  “Yet  half  of  our  clientele  are 
Mormons.  They  are  amazed  to  learn  that 
United  Methodists  support  this  agency 
which  helps  families  of  any  faith  —  even 
Mormons  —  because  they  know  their  own 
church  wouldn’t  provide  aid  to  anyone 
except  Mormon  members.  ” 

Mr.  Hanebrink  said,  “I  find  United 
Methodist  congregations  very  generous 
and  very  sensitive  to  community  needs 
...  not  just  in  giving  money  but  in  direct 
caring.  I  believe  there  is  a  tremendous 
amount  of  reaching  out.” 

The  apparent  disparity  between  the 
two  viewpoints  was  explained  to  the 
Reporter  by  several  agency  directors 
this  way:  United  Methodists  are 
increasingly  choosing  to  invest  their 
support  directly  in  social  service 
ministries  without  sending  dollars 
through  national  church  channels. 

One  director  who  asked  not  to  be 


named  said  such  direct  gifts  constitute  25 
percent  of  his  agency's  budget  —  while 
the  National  Division  contributes  about  5 
percent.  “Members  want  to  be  sure  we 
get  the  money."  he  said.  “They  don’t 
trust  the  system.” 

National  mission  share  slips 

Dr.  Bideaux  and  other  division  officials 
outlined  the  difficulties  they  face  in 
trying  to  maintain  “a  national  mission 
strategy”  with  the  dollars  available.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  National  Division's 
share  of  the  denomination-wide  World 
Service  Fund  which  supports  program 
agencies  had  slipped  from  $4.3  million  in 
1972  to  $2.9  million  in  1982. 

The  national  missions  chief  said  that 
the  division's  budget  has  grown  only  $1.5 
million  dollars  during  the  10-year  period 
from  $10.2  million  to  $11.6  million.  "Only 
through  the  contributions  of  the  (United 
Methodist)  Women’s  Division,  and 
income  from  investments  and  other 
sources  has  it  been  possible  to  maintain 
an  overall  total.” 

Dr  Bideaux  said  he  wondered  why  the 
division  had  a  “cut-back”  image  even 
though  it  had  continued  to  devote  just 
over  half  its  program  funds  —  between 
$3.1  and  $3.5  million  —  to  support  the 
social  service  agencies 
John  Steiner  of  the  Spofford  Home  in 
Kansas  City  said  the  division  has  a  "cut¬ 
back  image”  because  that  is  what  has 
been  happening.  He  said  his  residential 
treatment  center  for  children  was  cut 
back  from  a  $28,000  allocation  in  his 
$240,000  budget  in  1972  to  $12,000  in  his 
1983  budget  of  $865,000. 

Mr.  Steiner  said  residential  children’s 
homes  were  told  in  1972  it  was  time  to 
“make  it  on  their  owm”  and  Spofford 
Home  has  done  just  that. 

“Cut-backs”  in  allocations  and/or  the 
"freezing"  of  Advance  Special  “second- 
mile  giving”  funds  designated  for  a 
specific  agency  are  also  used  as  a  way  to 
"keep  agencies  in  line”  with  national  objec¬ 
tives,  some  directors  told  the  Reporter. 

The  Rev.  Hector  Nevas,  director  of  the 
Navajo  School  in  Farmington.  N.M.. 
complained  about  the  division's 
“paternalistic  strand”  in  handling  local 
agencies.  He  told  Dr.  Bideaux:  "Turn 
those  beach-heads  —  and  assets  —  loose 
How  else  can  we  structure  a  relationship 
that  empowers  local  people?” 

Dr.  Bideaux  responded  that  “the 
greatest  threat”  in  turning  over  both 
control  and  assets  to  local  boards  of 
directors  was  the  danger  of  this  making 
it  more  difficult  to  “sustain  a  national 
mission  strategy." 


Great  for  morale,  say  organizers 


Missions  employees  okay  union 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  Non-executive 
employees  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  (BGM)  have  voted 
for  District  65,  United  Auto  Workers,  as 
their  union  representative.  The  vote 
taken  on  Dec.  9  was  133  for  the  union,  88 
against,  with  one  soiled  ballot. 

Of  the  269  employees  on  the  Nov.  4 
payroll,  242  were  ruled  eligible  to 
participate  in  the  election,  according  to 
Betsy  Ewing,  associate  general 
secretary  for  administration.  Excluded 
were  those  considered  managerial, 
supervisory,  confidential  or  temporary 
employees.  Missionaries  and  executives 
were  ineligible. 

Laverne  Booker,  an  active  member  of 


the  BGM  Organizing  Committee 
employed  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  said:  “It’s  one  of 
the  best  things  that  could  have  happened 
to  the  board  as  far  as  morale  and 
working  conditions  are  concerned. 
Perhaps  now  the  general  church  will 
start  looking  at  us  as  though  we  are 
human.  I’m  thrilled!  ” 

Asked  why  the  union  won,  Ann  Gael,  a 
Women’s  Division  staffer,  said:  “As 
hard  as  the  organizing  committee 
worked,  I  attribute  victory  to  conditions 
in  the  work  place  which  made  people  feel 
they  had  no  voice,  were  subject  to 
changes  in  work  rules  without  notice,  had 
no  seniority,  job  security  or  grievance 


procedure  that  made  any  sense." 

The  Rev  Randolph  Nugent,  general 
secretary  of  the  BGM,  was  asked  if  he 
was  surprised  by  the  size  of  the  union’s 
vote.  He  replied,  “I  had  no  perspective  at 
all  on  how  the  vote  would  come  out.  I 
hoped  all  eligible  employees  would 
participate  and  we  had  a  very  significant 
participation  rate.” 

Karen  Ackerman,  an  organizer  for  Dis¬ 
trict  65,  said  the  next  step  would  be  for 
the  total  work  force  to  begin  drawing  up 
their  demands,  then  a  negotiating  com¬ 
mittee  would  be  elected  with  each  unit 
naming  a  representative,  and  finally  a 
meeting  would  be  sought  with  manage¬ 
ment  to  begin  negotiations 


New  structure  units  in  place 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS  —  The  first  two  units  of  the 
re-structured  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  are  “in  place,”  and  the 
board’s  chief  executive  says  they’re 
working  very  well. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  general 
secretary,  made  that  report  to  the 
Committee  of  20  —  10  each  from  Global 
Ministries  and  from  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  —  which  has  overseen  the 
restructure.  The  1980  General 
Conference  authorized  the  restructure  as 


a  means  “for  achieving  structural  and 
administrative  flexibility”  within  the 
denomination’s  global  missions  agency. 

Dr.  Nugent  said  the  board’s  new 
Program  Cabinet  has  met  twice.  That 
new  top-level  coordinating  body  for 
program  planning,  development  and 
implementation  has  been  described  as 
“the  real  power  center”  of  the  board.  Dr. 
Nugent  said  the  Program  Cabinet  was 
very  effective,  for  instance,  in  mapping 
board  response  to  successful  attempts  by 
the  United  Auto  Workers  to  unionize 


certain  Global  Ministries  employees  (see 
related  story). 

The  general  secretary  also  said  the 
new  Administrative  Cabinet,  described 
as  “the  staff  management  team,"  has 
met  four  times. 

Other  parts  of  the  new  structure  will  be 
“phased  in”  between  now  and  October 
1983.  The  elected  board  of  directors  will 
meet  in  its  new  structured  form  at  one 
session  during  Spring  1983  and  will  meet 
exclusively  in  its  new  structure  next  fall. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Charges  of  racism  fly  over  missions  staff  shuffle 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK-The  United  Methodist 
quarrel  heightened  last  week  over  the 
meaning  of  disciplinary  actions  against 
two  staff  persons  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  here.  They  had 
been  deeply  involved  in  the  long- 
running  “Mississippi  controversy.” 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Lawson  Jr.,  a 
director  of  Global  Ministries,  accused 
the  agency  of  bowing  to  the  racism  of 
Mississippi  UMs  when  it  stripped  Sheila 
Collins  and  the  Rev.  John  Jordan  of 
their  duties  related  to  ministries  for 
social  justice. 

Staff  reassignments  explained 

However,  other  UM  leaders 
continued  to  maintain  that  Ms.  Collins 
and  Mr.  Jordan  were  moved  to  other 
positions  solely  because  they  violated 
rules  and  promises  that  had  been  made 
by  the  agency  to  ensure  better  ties  with 
United  Methodists  on  the  local  level 
(see  Reporter,  Nov.  19). 

Ms.  Collins  now  has  filed  a  formal 
grievance,  and  Mr.  Jordan  has  filed  a 
formal  request  with  the  agency.  Both 
seek  the  return  of  their  former  jobs. 
They  claim  their  reassignment  has  hurt 


the  denomination’s  work  against 
racism. 

Dr.  Lawson  lent  support  to  the  two 
with  a  sharply  worded,  three-page  open 
letter  to  the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  chief  of 
the  agency’s  National  Division. 

The  black  pastor  of  Holman  UMC  in 
Los  Angeles  charged  that  Dr.  Bideaux’s 
disciplinary  action  was  an  historic 
racist  procedure  of  “isolating,  driving 
out  and  destroying  the  ‘nigger 
lovers.’  ” 

Ms.  Collins  and  Mr.  Jordan  are  white. 
For  more  than  a  year,  they  had  helped 
lead  the  National  Division's  support  for 
black  former  mayor  Eddie  James 
Carthan  who  claims  he  is  in  a  Holmes 
County,  Miss,  jail  as  a  result  of  a  white 
racist  frame-up. 

Dr.  Lawson  told  the  Reporter  that  it 
is  important  to  remember  that  some 
Holmes  County  UM  lay  persons  last 
spring  —  angry  about  the  support  for 
Mr.  Carthan  —  said  they  wouldn’t  be 
happy  until  Ms.  Collins  had  been  fired. 

The  action  against  Ms.  Collins  by  Dr. 
Bideaux  and  the  directors  on  the 
National  Division’s  personnel 
committee  “capitulates  to  racism  and 
to  those  voices”  in  Mississippi  United 
Methodist  churches  who  speak  for  the 


“demonic  in  our  society,”  Dr.  Lawson 
wrote. 

Dr.  Lawson  is  the  only  National 
Division  director  on  the  Advisory 
Committee  for  United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Services  through  which  most 
of  the  denomination’s  support  for 
former  mayor  Carthan  has  come.  Ms. 
Collins  was  the  staff  person  for 


‘I  accuse 
Bishop 
Minnick...of 
the  vicious 
kind  of 
racism  that 
permeates.’ 


James  Lawson 


respond  to  Dr.  Lawson’s  letter  because 
he  would  be  detailing  in  a  private  letter 
the  personnel  backgrounds  of  Ms. 
Collins  and  Mr.  Jordan  to  show  why  he 
had  no  choice  but  to  discipline  them. 

“I  don’t  think  he  (Dr.  Lawson)  is 
dealing  with  all  the  facts,”  Dr.  Bideaux 
said.  “I  think  when  all  the  data  is 
studied,  he’ll  be  like  others  who  have 

‘I  just 
wanted 
changes  in 
,  attitude 
about 

■  ,|  consulting 

C.  P.  Minnick 


with  U8.‘ 


Voluntary  Services.  Dr.  Lawson  also  is 
on  the  directors  committee  which 
oversees  the  National  Division’s 
Mission  Leadership  Program  Unit 
which  was  formerly  headed  by 
Assistant  General  Secretary  Jordan. 

Contacted  by  the  Reporter,  Dr. 
Bideaux  said  he  would  not  publicly 


seen  the  data  and  affirmed  the  staff 
decisions.” 

Dr.  Lawson  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
perhaps  can  see  why  Dr.  Bideaux 
labeled  actions  by  the  two  staff  persons 
as  “imprudent.”  But  he  said  he  didn’t 
think  being  "imprudent”  warrants 
such  “drastic"  discipline. 


Mr.  Jordan  and  Ms.  Collins  were 
involved  in  providing  National  Division 
funds  to  help  pay  the  airline  tickets  for 
several  persons  from  around  the  nation 
to  protest  outside  the  courthouse  this 
fall  where  Mr.  Carthan  was  being  tried. 

The  disciplinary  action  against  the 
two  was  said  to  be  because  they  failed 
to  consult  either  with  Mississippi 
church  leaders  or  with  their  own 
superiors.  Promises  that  no  money 
would  be  spent  without  consultation  had 
been  made  for  four  months,  including 
letters  to  all  the  denomination’s 
bishops. 

Dr.  Lawson  said  he  will  challenge  the 
new  consultation  rules  at  next  spring's 
board  of  directors  meeting. 

He  also  lambasted  Mississippi  church 
leaders  who  complained  about  the 
ticket  funding: 

“I  accuse  Bishop  (C.  P. )  Minnick  (of 
Mississippi)  and  some  of  the  United 
Methodist  leadership  in  the  conference 
and  Holmes  County  of  racism,  the 
vicious  kind  of  racism  which  permeates 
our  land  today  and  surely  is  the 
greatest  sign  of  spiritual  death." 

Although  several  groups  fighting  the 
evils  of  racism  have  praised  Bishop 


Minnick ’s  “calm”  handling  of  the 
controversy.  Dr.  Lawson  said,  “when 
the  poor  are  being  brutalized,  calm 
leadership  is  misplaced.  He  should  be 
actively  leading  Mississippi  United 
Methodists  to  examine  their  racism.” 

Tickets  at  center  of  issue 

Told  by  the  Reporter  of  the  challenge. 
Bishop  Minnick  said  he  found  it  difficult 
to  respond  to  the  charges  of  racism.  He 
said  he  had  not  raised  the  issue  of  the 
ticket  funding.  Rather,  National  Divi¬ 
sion  leaders  had  informed  him.  he  said. 

“I  then  told  them  how  angry  I  was 
that  I  hadn’t  been  told  after  they  had 
repeatedly  assured  me  that  no  money 
was  in  the  pipeline  and  that  I'd  be  told 
when  there  was. 

"I've  never  advised  the  National 
Division  as  to  disciplinary  action.  I  just 
wanted  changes  in  attitude  about 
consulting  with  us.  We  never  said  we 
had  to  approve  of  what  they  do.” 

Bishop  Minnick  said  Mississippi  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  well  aware  that  they 
have  major  problems  of  racism.  He  said 
he  will  accept  Dr.  Lawson's  challenge  as 
one  “to  continue  my  leadership  to  over¬ 
come  institutional  racism." 
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Methodist  college  struggles  with  tenure  and  cutbacks 

Enrollment  drop  forces  Missouri  school  to  remove  21  faculty;  smaller  number  of  18 -year -olds  blamed 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

FAYETTE.  Mo.  —  A  United  Methodist 
school  in  this  small  town  150  miles  west 
of  St.  Louis  gained  national  publicity  last 
week  but  not  the  kind  it  might  have  wished. 

Central  Methodist  College  was  written 
up  in  one  of  the  leading  journals  of  the 
academic  community  after  its 
president,  acting  under  authority  of  the 
school’s  board  of  curators,  announced 
elimination  of  21  to  63  faculty  positions  and 
22  non-faculty  jobs.  Those  losing  jobs  in¬ 
cluded  at  least  11  tenured  faculty  persons 
for  whom  ‘‘tenure’’  is  typically  understood 
to  mean  lifetime  employment. 

But  CMC  President  Joe  Howell  told  the 
Reporter  that  in  less  than  a  month  from 
the  Nov.  12  announcement  of  cutbacks 
all  who  had  been  asked  to  remain. 


sometimes  in  altered  positions,  had 
accepted.  Of  those  who  had  been  asked  to  ac¬ 
cept  termination  or  a  transfer,  all  but  “less 
than  five"  had  been  worked  out,  he  said. 

There  had  been  "gestures"  about 
lawsuits  against  the  school.  Dr.  Howell 
said,  “but  nothing  official.” 

The  school  has  close  ties  to  both  annual 
conferences  (East  and  West)  in  Missouri. 
Its  30-member  board  of  curators,  which 
owns  the  school,  must  by  school  charter 
include  24  United  Methodists  —  12  from 
each  conference. 

Missouri  Area  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr., 
a  member  of  the  board  whom  President 
Howell  described  as  “completely 
supportive,"  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service,  “We  had  to  take  steps  to  insure  a 
balanced  budget  .  .  .  It’s  better,  I  think, 
to  act  immediately  rather  than  wait  four 


or  five  years  when  the  bottom  could  fall 
out  completely." 

Regarding  possible  legal  implications. 
Bishop  Handy  said.  "It’s  a  fuzzy  area  of 
law  (to  terminate  tenured  faculty)  and  it 
might  be  best  to  have  a  court  test  to  see  if 
we’ve  taken  the  proper  course  of  action. 
Many  other  United  Methodist-related 
schools  probably  will  soon  face  the  same 
thing  we  face  now.” 

The  chief  executive  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  seemed  to 
anticipate  a  situation  like  that  of  Central 
Methodist  College  in  his  report  to  the 
board’s  recent  annual  meeting. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter  spoke  of 
“extraordinary  conditions  in  higher 
education  in  general,"  then  added  "The 
federal  and  state  governments  are 


withdrawing  from  support  of  students 
through  public  student  aid  programs. 
For  schools  like  ours,  these  programs 
have  been  the  means  of  access  for 
students.  They  are  life  support  for  the 
schools  themselves.  The  question  before 
us  is  the  survival  of  the  schools  and  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  ministry  of  higher  education.  " 
President  Howell  seemed  to  under¬ 
score  the  possible  repetition  of  his 
school’s  plight  at  other  schools  as  he  out¬ 
lined  what  led  up  to  the  cutbacks: 

"We  are  129  years  old.  Like  every  other 
school,  we  face  the  projections  of  having 
fewer  18-year  olds  to  draw  students  from. 
This  declining  part  of  the  population  hits 
the  smaller,  less  prestigious  schools 
hardest.  This  is  the  first  time  most  of  us 
have  had  to  look  to  a  future  of  probably 
fewer  students. 


“Yet  we  have  tried  to  operate  under 
ground  rules  drawn  up  to  fit  another  day, 
when  tenure  did  mean  a  permanent  job 
because  there  would  always  be  more 
students.  The  ‘game’  has  changed,  but 
the  rules  haven’t.” 

Enrollment  this  fall  was  579  compared 
with  687  a  year  ago.  Also  hitting  the 
school  hard  this  year  was  loss  of  a 
$350,000  federally-funded  program;  the 
loss  was  part  of  general  federal  cutbacks 
in  aid  to  higher  education. 

President  Howell  continued: 

"Two  years  ago,  when  the  regional 
accreditation  team  visited  us  —  we  later 
were  given  continued  full  accreditation 
—  they  said  it  was  obvious  that  we  faced 
a  crisis.  They  recommended  that  we 
establish  a  ‘What  If’  committee  to  look 
at  many  possibilities. 


"We  did  that.  The  plan  that  we  came, 
up  with  —  which  the  curators^' 
unanimously  endorsed  —  had  faculty 
input  and  student  awareness .  ’  ’ 

The  curators  had  declared  that  a 
“financial  exigency"  existed  last 
September  and  ordered  Dr.  Howell  to  cut 
the  $4.5  million  budget  by  8-10  percent. 

Bishop  Handy  said  he  did  not  expect 
the  college  to  ask  for  dramatically  • 
greater  appropriations  from  the  two 
conferences. 

“What  we’ve  done  probably  will  serve 
as  a  model  for  other  private  colleges  as 
they  try  to  keep  their  heads  above  water.”  . 

The  school  was  founded  by  the  former 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in 
1854.  Its  enrollment  peaked  at 
approximately  950  during  the  1968-69 
academic  year. 


4 New  eyes 9  to  see  Jesus 
hope  of  book’s  authors 


By  SHARON  MIELKE 
Managing  Editor 

A  book  its  authors  hope  will  “help 
people  perceive  Jesus  through  new 
eyes”  is  the  work  of  a  unique  team  of 
collaborators:  a  United  Methodist 
publisher,  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister,  a  Jewish  executive  and  a 
Roman  Catholic  professor  of  art  his¬ 
tory. 

“An  Illustrated  Life  of  Jesus”  came 
into  being  by  a  route  almost  as 
unlikely  in  the  publishing  world  as 
that  of  the  Wise  Men  finding 
Bethlehem  by  following  the  star. 

“This  book  is  a  first  of  its  kind  in  the 
combination  of  the  Scripture  story 
with  art  from  a  single  collection,” 
said  one  of  the  co-authors.  Rev. 
Warner  Hutchinson.  Not  falling  neatly 
into  the  category  of  either  an  art  book 
or  an  inspirational  book,  the  authors 
looked  long  and  hard  for  a  publisher. 

“Abingdon,  the  book  publishing 
arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  is  not  an  art  book 
publisher,”  said  Kent  McNish.  "But 
this  is  not  simply  an  art  book;  it’s  for 
people  looking  for  an  inspirational 
book.  We  also  think  it  is  a  great  way  to 
introduce  fine  art  to  children.  It  says 
the  church  didn’t  begin  yesterday.” 

The  book,  Abingdon  hopes,  will 
appeal  both  to  "people  who  know  art 
—  but  might  not  know  the  events  of 
the  life  of  Jesus  —  and  to  people  who 
know  the  story  but  probably  don’t 
know  the  world  of  art.” 

The  94  Christian  art  illustrations  of 
49  major  events  in  the  life  of  Jesus  are 


all  from  the  collection  of  the  National 
Gallery  of  Art  in  Washington,  D.C. 
“About  half  of  the  selections  have 
never  before  been  published  or 
displayed,”  said  Richard  I.  Abrams, 
co-author  with  Mr.  Hutchinson. 

“The  director  of  the  National 
Gallery  was  surprised  they  had  so 
much  in  their  collection  on  the  life  of 
Jesus,”  Mr.  Hutchinson  said, 
although  the  gallery  is  reputed  to  own 
one  of  the  most  extensive  collections 
about  the  nativity  to  be  found 
anywhere  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Abrams  and  Mr.  Hutchinson, 
both  publishing  executives,  said  they 
got  the  idea  for  the  book  when  they 
read  a  newspaper  article  describing 
the  1979  Christmas  U.S.  Postal 
Service  stamps.  They  were  reminded 
that  The  National  Gallery  of  Art  from 
where  the  stamp  was  reproduced, 
owned  the  extensive  nativity 
collection.  Over  lunch  several  days 
later,  the  two  friends  began  to  discuss 
the  possibility  of  project  illustrating 
major  events  in  Jesus’  life  based  oh 
the  gallery  collection.  Neither  they 
nor  the  gallery’s  director,  J.  Carter 
Brown,  knew  if  the  gallery  had  the 
works  on  hand  to  do  the  job  adequately. 

Over  several  years  and  the 
examination  of  hundreds  of  works, 
they  narrowed  their  search  for 
representative  art  forms  to  94 
selections,  including  paintings, 
sculpture,  tapestry,  manuscript 
illumination,  ceramics,  metal¬ 
working,  drawing  and  engravings. 


UM  colleges  stage  fairs 

Schools  expand  student  search 


Madonna  and  Child'* 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

What’s  an  admissions  counselor  from 
Florida  Southern  University  doing 
talking  to  high  school  students  on  the 
campus  of  Drew  University  in  New 
Jersey?  Or  an  admissions  counselor 
from  Texas  Wesleyan  College  doing 
likewise  in  Chicago? 

Answer:  Exactly  what  you  would 
expect,  namely,  trying  to  interest 
students  in  considering  their  colleges. 
But  there’s  an  added  extra:  Both  these 
admissions  counselors  are  from  United 
Methodist-related  schools. 

They  and  several  more  like  them  hit 
the  road  this  fall  in  a  pioneering  series  of 
"college  fairs.”  The  series  of  12  was 
sponsored  jointly  by  the  National 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

The  general  board’s  Russell  Corey,  a 
24-year  veteran  of  college  admissions 
work,  staffed  the  entire  series. 
Admissions  counselors  from  any  UM- 
related  school  —  the  denomination  is 
related  to  more  than  100  —  were  invited 
to  join  him  at  any  or  all  12. 

The  “fair”  on  the  Southern  Methodist 
University  campus  in  Dallas  in  early 
December  was  typical,  said  Mr.  Corey. 
Promotional  mailings  had  gone  from  his 
office  to  United  Methodist  churches  in  a 
100-mile  radius  of  the  host  school,  and 
similar  letters  had  gone  to  high  school 
counselors  in  a  slightly  smaller  radius. 

In  addition  to  the  geographically- 
targeted  promotion.  Mr.  Corey  had 
prepared  the  way  church-wide  via  an 
article  in  the  September  issue  of  the 


Interpreter  magazine  and  via 
advertising  in  the  Reporter. 

Pastors  were  invited  to  send  or  bring 
any  or  all  high  school  students  in  their 
churches.  Some  MYF  groups  came  en 
toto.  High  school  counselors  were  asked 
to  pass  the  word  to  any  students  who 
might  be  particularly  interested  in  a 
church-related  school  —  certainly  not 
limited  to  United  Methodist  students. 

Attendance  varied  from  a  handful  at 
one  or  two  “fairs”  to  hundreds  at  others. 
Mr.  Corey  said  this  first  venture  showed 
that  more  promotion  has  to  go  out  earlier 
and  that  spring  “fairs”  probably  will 
draw  better  than  those  in  the  fall. 

Each  “fair”  included  Mr.  Corey’s 
expert  presentation  on  financial  aid  for 
college/university  prospects  and  their 
parents  and,  in  some  instances,  career 
counseling,  generally  by  someone  from 
the  host  school.  Time  otherwise  was  left 
open  for  students,  parents,  pastors, 
counselors  to  talk  directly  with  persons 
representing  the  various  schools. 

One  person  who  made  a  wide  swing 
from  New  Jersey  to  Texas  and  back  home 
was  Margaret  Drake,  admissions  counsel¬ 
or  for  Florida  Southern  University. 

While  sitting  at  her  momentarily-idled 
table  during  the  “fair”  at  SMU  she  told 
the  Reporter  that  her  school  sent  her  on 
this  swing  in  the  simple  hope  of 
generating  interest  among  incoming 
students,  no  matter  how  far  from 
Florida.  Her  school  thinks  this  is 
worthwhile,  she  said,  even  though  it  has 
a  capacity  1,900  enrollment,  only  five  of 
whom  are  from  Texas. 

Another  school  counselor,  Texas 
Wesleyan’s  Larry  Smith,  also  had 


Several  question  whether  gif ts  will  match  inflation 

Clergy  leaders  predict  increased  giving 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA  —  United  Methodist  clergy 
leaders  generally  believe  that  local 
churches  will  have  more  money 
available  for  use  in  the  next  six  years  and 
that  more  money  will  be  available  for 
“connectional  causes.” 

But  a  significant  number  of  clergy 
leaders  also  believe  that  the  increased 
monies  will  not  keep  up  with  the  rate  of 
inflation. 

These  are  preliminary  findings  of  the 
latest  survey  conducted  every  four  years 
by  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  The  findings  were 


reported  to  the  council’s  recent  annual 
meeting  here. 

The  finance  council  emphasized  that 
its  early  findings  do  not  necessarily 
represent  “the  mind  of  the  church.”  And 
because  the  initial  1,700  persons 
questioned  were  predominantly  ordained 
clergy,  an  additional  1,000  questionnaires 
were  mailed  to  lay  persons  in  local 
church  leadership  positions.  Findings 
from  the  latter  survey  were  not  received 
in  time  to  be  reported  at  this  meeting. 

The  following  views  were  reflected  in 
responses  by  approximately  half  (823)  of 
the  initial  group  surveyed: 


•71  percent  believe  local  clmrches  will 
have  more  money  for  use  in  the  next  six 
years. 

•Opinion  was  sharply  divided  toward 
the  Interdenominational  Cooperation 
Fund.  This  includes  UM  payments  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  and  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Church  Union.  36  percent  favor 
retaining  this  fund  at  its  present  $1.1  mil¬ 
lion  annual  level.  Another  33  percent 
propose  an  apportionment  smaller  than 
that,  and  25  percent  favor  increasing  the 
apportionment  by  10  percent. 

•73  percent  favor  continuing  the 


Ministerial  Education  Fund  at  its 
present  graduated  apportionment  level, 
rising  from  $14  million  in  1981  to 
approximately  $18  million  in  1984.  This 
fund  directly  supports  the  denomination’s 
13  seminaries,  and  continuing  education 
for  ministers. 

•90  percent  favor  continuing  the 
present  plan  to  apportion  the  Episcopal 
Fund.  This  will  go  from  $5.1  million  in 
1981  to  approximately  $6.2  million  in  1984. 
This  fund  provides  for  salaries, 
expenses,  office  allotments  and  pensions 
of  bishops. 

•61  percent  favor  continuing  the 


CLASS 

FIED 

A  SAN  DIEGO  DISTRICT  United  Methodist  Church 
is  looking  for  a  Parish  Visitor  or  Minister  of 
Visitation.  $12,000  plus.  Write  Everett  L  Taylor. 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  4690  Palm  Avenue. 

La  Mesa.  CA  92041  or  telephone  (714)  466-4163 

URBAN  COORDINATOR  position  for  the 
Metropolitan  Phoenix  Commission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Phoenix.  Arizona  is  open. 
Applications  are  being  received  until  December  31. 
1982  Contact  MEPCO  office.  546  E  Osborn  Road. 
Phoenix.  AZ  85012.  <6021  263-7975. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND 
YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  1.500  members  in  fast  grow¬ 
ing  area  of  Florida  Send  resume,  including  educa¬ 
tion  background,  training,  experience  and  recent 
photo.  FuU-time,  salary  negotiable  based  on  experi¬ 
ence.  education  and  specific  skills  Send  information 
to  Rev  Brad  Dinsmore.  Lake  Magdalene  United 
Methodist  Church.  13102  Lake  Magdalene  Blvd., 
Tampa.  FI. 33618 

NOB  HILL.  MARY  ELIZABETH  Inn,  1040  Bush 
Street.  Dpt.  UMR  San  Francisco.  CA  94109, 
Christian  residency  for  young  women  pursuing 
careers  and  professional  studies  now  accepting 
applications.  Send  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 
for  information,  rates  and  application 

ONE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO  S  oldest  residence  clubs 
for  young  women  pursuing  careers  and  professional 
studies  is  now  accepting  applications  for 
bookkeeper  Seeking  refined  women  able  to  counsel, 
teach  money  management  skills,  and  be  on  call. 
Private  suite  and  meals.  Salary  negotiable.  Relocate 
to  San  Francisco's  Nob  Hill  area  Position  open  2-1- 
83  Send  resume  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush 
Street.  San  Francisco.  CA  94109.  Attention:  Ms.  Hall. 

ST  PAUL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  1.300 
members  in  Arlington  area,  is  seeking  a  fuU-time 
Program  Director,  beginning  January  1963.  Major 
emphasis  is  Christian  education  and  leadership 
training.  Send  resume  and  picture.  Salary  negotiable 
based  on  experience,  education  and  specific  skills 
Contact  Mr  David  Merrill.  Staff-Parish  Relations 
Committee.  St  Paul  United  Methodist  Church.  8264 
Lone  Star  Road.  Jacksonville.  FL  32211.  Phone 
'904-724-0022 

'83  TOURS:  MAY  Austria.  Greece,  Holy  Lands. 
Holland.  AUGUST  Festivals  Yugoslavia.  Hungary. 
Austria,  Italy.  Switzerland.  Germany  OCT.  China. 
H.K.,  Japan.  Taiwan,  Korea  84  Passion  Play. 
Global  Tour.  etc.  Write:  Dr.  Bob  Panzer.  623  Deli  St. 
Solana  Beach.  CA  92075  Ph.  <619  )  755-9330  Ask  about 
leadins  tour  Dr.  Bob  rep  for  top  Groun  Wholesaler 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  with 
experience  in  directing  Music  program  of  five 
choirs  for  all  ages  including  handbells.  Salary 
negotiable  Contact  the  Rev  Gregory  Robertson, 
Coker  United  Methodist  Church.  231  E.  North  Loop 
Road.  San  Antonio.  TX  78216  Phone  '512-494-3455 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  tuture  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest?  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B.  475  Riverside  Drive.  NY.  NY 
10115 

BOSTON  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  of  Theology:  Field 
Education  position  to  work  with  New  England 

supervisors  and  coordinating  program  of  field 
ministry;  to  give  instruction  in  practical  theology; 
and  to  assume  selected  teaching  and  administrative 
responsibilities  in  off-campus  D  Min  and  continuing 
education.  Prefer  ordained  with  academic  doctorate 
and  appropriate  experience  Dossiers  to  Associate 
Dean.  Boston  University  School  of  Theology.  745 
Commonwealth  Avenue,  Boston.  MA  02215  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirrnative  Action  Employer 

CANDLER  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY.  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity.  announces  an  opening  in  Church  Leadership 
and  Administration,  effective  fall  1983  Teaching/ 
continuing  education/research  and  publications 
PhD.  DMin  or  equivalent  required.  Familiarity  with 
United  Methodist  polity  desirable  Emory  is  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirrnative  Action  employer  Dead¬ 
line,  January  17.  1983  For  information  write:  Theo^ 
dore  Runyon.  Candler  School  of  Theology.  Emory 
University.  Atlanta.  Ga  30322 

BOSTON  UNIVERSITY  SCHOOL  of  Theology 
Director  or  Assistant  Dean.  External  Programs, 
with  responsibility  for  continuing  education 
programming  with  selected  teaching  responsibilities 
as  appropriate  Apply  to  Dean  R  D  Nesmith.  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology.  745  Comm  Ave  . 
Boston.  MA  02215.  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action  Employer 

PEW  CUSHIONS  Reversible  or  attached 
upholstered  type.  For  free  estimate  contact  Flowers 
Manufacturing  Inc..  P.  O  Box  587,  Keene.  TX  76059 
Phone  <817  )  645-9203 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR  August  1-14,  1983.  Jordan. 

Israel.  Egypt  $1,996  from  New  York  includes  meals, 
deluxe  hotels,  tours,  transportatioa  Contact  Dr 
Stanley  Harrell.  5604  Chesterfield  Dr  .  Temple  Hills. 

.  MD  20748. 

WRITE  FUR  INFORMATION  on  HOLY  LAND 
TRIP  with  Dr  Charles  L  Allen.  First  United  Metho- 
dist  Church,  901  Clay  St.  Houston.  Texas  77002. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  lor  suburban 
Kansas  City  (Johnson  County)  church  of  2.100 
members  with  active  youth  program  Send  resume 
and/or  inquiry  to  Hobart  Hildyard,  Pastor,  Valley 
View  United  Methodist  Church.  9405  Woodward. 
Shawnee  Mission.  KS 66212  Phone:  <913  )  642-4400 

FOR  SALE.  Good  quality  and  conditiun  used  —  A  B 
Dick  588  Electronic  Stencil  Maker  <$700  00-  and 
Roneo  870  Electric  Mimeograph  Machine  ($500  00) 
or  both  for  $1,000  00  Contact  Ruth  Grossman.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.0  Box  553,  Kingsville. 
Texas  78363  <512>  592-2632 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  lor  the  Pastor. 
Membership  4  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 
hardware  Specifications  $1  00.  Exodus  Computing. 
1326 A  Seventh  Avenue.  Honolulu.  Hawaii  96816-2646 

20.000  CASSETTE  LIBRARY,  Duplication  $150, 
Bible  Albums  Scourby  KJV  RSV  NT  $22  50.  OT 
$67.50,  Psalms.  Proverbs  $12  00.  plus  50<  Mailing 
3021  Sunrise.  Alamogordo.  NM  88310.  (505)  434-1800 

Hispanics  back  controversies 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS  —  The  caucus  of  Hispanic 
United  Methodists  supported  three 
controversial  issues  at  its  Annual 
Convocation  here  earlier  this  month. 

Representatives  of  MARCHA 
( Methodists  Associated  Representing 
the  Cause  of  Hispanic  Americans) : 

•  Commended  the  "witness”  of  the 
National  Division  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
for  its  much-publicized  and 
controversial  involvement  in  the  case 
of  a  black  former  mayor  in  Tchula, 
Miss.; 

•  Endorsed  the  position  of  two  UM 
general  agencies  and  30  annual 
conferences  in  their  continued 
participation  in  the  boycott  of  the 
Nestle  Corp.  until  the  company 


produces  documented  evidence  that  it 
complies  with  the  World  Health 
Organization  (WHO)  code  on  infant 
formula,  and; 

•  Protested  the  sale  of  arms  and 
U.S.  military  intervention  in  Central 
America  and  expressed  solidarity 
with  persons  in  Nicaragua  and  other 
countries  for  their  efforts  to  rebuild 
their  countries  and  practice  self- 
determination. 

The  resolution  on  Central  America 
asked  caucus  leaders  to  present  the 
sentiments  to  President  Reagan,  the 
U.S.  Congress  and  to  the  general 
constituency  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  resolution  calls  for  an 
end  to  “aggressive  U.S.  policies 
against  Nicaragua”  and  a  halt  to 
military  aid  to  El  Salvador.  The 
caucus  also  asked  for  an  extended 
government  investigation  of  massive 


of 


murders  and  disappearances 
native  people  in  Guatemala. 

In  his  address  to  the  caucus, 
president  Germany  Acevedo 
identified  several  church-wide  issues 
for  which  Hispanics  should  draft 
resolutions  for  the  1984  General 
Conference.  Mr.  Acevedo,  a  layman 
from  Puerto  Rico,  said  MARCHA 
must  continue  to  fight  for  more 
Hispanic  representation  both  in  the 
church  and  the  general  community. 

He  said  the  election  of  a  Hispanic 
bishop  would  be  another  issue  taken 
up  by  MARCHA  this  spring. 

Mr.  Acevedo  said  he  supports  the 
continuation  of  the  1981-84  missional 
priority  to  strengthen  and  to  develop 
ethnic  minority  local  churches.  He 
said,  “The  work  begun  by  the 
denomination  must  be  continued  until 
it  is  finished.” 


UM’s  add  to  congressional  seats 


WASHINGTON  —  According  to  a  new 
study  of  the  religious  affiliations  of 
congressional  members,  United  Method¬ 
ists  regained  second  place  as  a  result  of 
the  1982  elections.  The  study  results  were 
released  by  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State. 

More  Roman  Catholics  were  elected  to 
the  90th  Congress  than  ever  before, 
according  to  the  study.  Continuing  a  20- 
year  trend.  Catholics  strengthened  their 
hold  on  first  place  by  adding  six 
members  in  November  voting.  The  new 
Congress  will  have  142  Catholics. 

United  Methodists,  with  73  members  in 
the  new  Congress  compared  to  70  in  the 
outgoing  body,  regained  second  place, 
which  they  had  lost  to  the  Episcopalians 
in  1980.  Prior  to  the  early  1%0’s  Me¬ 


thodists  had  long  been  the  largest  group 
in  Congress. 

Episcopalians  dropped  from  second  to 
third  place,  losing  10  members.  They 
now  hold  61,  their  lowest  representation 
in  20  years.  Presbyterians  remained  in 
fourth  place  with  54  members,  a  loss  of 
one.  Baptists  remained  in  fifth  place,  but 
with  a  reduction  of  8  seats.  The  46- 
member  Baptist  representation  is  the 
smallest  in  over  two  decades 

The  Jewish  membership  reached  an 
all-time  high  of  38,  5  more  than  were 
elected  in  1980,  though  Jews  remained  in 
sixth  place. 

The  Lutheran  representation  went  up 
from  22  to  25  members,  as  did 
nondenominational  Protestants,  who 


participated  in  the  "college  fair 
caravan”  on  several  stops.  Mr.  Smith 
said  his  Fort  Worth  school  has  some  800 
prospects  in  the  Chicago  area  and 
another  500  in  the  Philadelphia-New 
York  area.  Why?  "Because  they  can 
come  to  school  down  here  for  about  half 
the  cost  of  similar  schools  in  their  area 
—  not  to  mention  the  better  weather.”  He 
estimated  Texas  Wesleyan’s  per-student. 
costs  this  year  at  $5,100. 

Mr.  Corey  said  the  series  of  “fairs” 
was  designed  to  make  more  students, 
aware  of  opportunities  available  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  institutions  of 
higher  education  and  to  stress  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  church-college  relationship. 

He  suggested  this  timetable  to 
prospective  college  students : 

1. No  later  than  early  in  your  senior 
year,  look  at  yourself.  What  subjects  do 
you  enjoy  the  most?  What  do  you  do  best 
in?  Remember  that  these  aren’t 
necessarily  the  same. 

2.  Look  at  catalogues  from  several 
schools.  Note  which  ones  seem  best  to 
meet  your  needs. 

3.  Talk  with  students  enrolled  in  those 
schools. 

4.  Narrow  your  “possibles”  to  three  or 
four  schools.  Then  try  to  visit  them  all. 
Attend  classes.  Stay  in  a  dorm  room 
overnight.  Talk  with  students.  Get  the 
“feel”  of  college. 

5.  Get  serious  about  applying  for 
financial  aid  of  all  kinds,  And 
remember:  If  you  don’t  apply  for  aid,  no 
one  can  help  you. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Missional  Priority  Fund  in  the  1985-88 
quadrennium,  and  58  percent  indicated 
the  fund  should  continue  to  be  designated 
for  strengthening  ethnic  minority  local 
churches.  The  current  annual 
apportionment  is  $5  million. 

The  majority  of  respondents  also  favor 
continuing  the  denomination’s  four 
“special  days”  with  offerings  as  well  as 
the  present  allocation  of  their  receipts. 

What  the  survey  report  identified  as  “a 
resounding  90.8  percent”  said  that  other 
church-wide  special  days  should  not  be 
observed  by  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


went  up  from  19  to  24  members.  Other 
religious  groups  which  gained  members 
included  Mormons  (up  from  11  to  13)  and 
the  Eastern  Orthodox  and  the  in¬ 
dependent  Church  of  Christ  communi¬ 
ties,  which  both  increased  their  repre¬ 
sentation  from  5  to  7. 

The  United  Church  of  Christ 
membership  declined  from  16  to  14,  the 
Disciples  of  Christ  (Christian  Church) 
from  6  to  4  and  the  Christian  Scientists 
from  4  -  to  2.  Unitarian  Universalists 
remained  at  10  members.  Only  5 
members  held  no  religious  affiliation. 


Experience  the 
grandeur  of  his¬ 
tory’s  greatest 
event  through  the 
eyes  of  history’s 
greatest  artists. 


The  National  Gallery  of  Art,  in 
cooperation  with  Abingdon, 
presents  the  most  beautiful  book 
of  the  year.  It  is  a  magnificent— 
and  unique— portrayal  of 
Christ's  life  as  seen  in  the  work 
of  master  artists.  Included  are 
ninety-four  superb  reproduc¬ 
tions,  many  never  before  in 
print.  Along  with  the  art,  the 
authors  provide  informative 
summaries  of  the  Gospel  pas¬ 
sages  which  inspired  the  works 
and  brief  sketches  of  each  artist's 
life. 

An  Illustrated  Life  of  Jesus  is  the 
major  publishing  event  of  1982. 
No  other  book  published  this 
year  matches  it  in  the  beauty  of 
its  production  nor  the  majesty  of 
its  content.  It  is  a  volume  you 
will  treasure  all  your  life. 

S35,  Regular  Edition  ($40  after 
12/31/82) 

$60,  Deluxe  Edition  ($75  after 
12/31/82) 

$300,  Limited  Numbered  Edition 
(only  250  copies  of  this 
leather-bound  keepsake 
have  been  printed) 


Abingdon  Press 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che  Upper  Room  alive  new  I  Christian  home 

THE  UPPER  ROOM.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0.  Box  189,  Nashville.  TN  37202 
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Graham’s 

homeplace 

contested 

CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  (RNS)  -  A  group 
of  Charlotte  citizens  is  trying  to  save  the 
Charlotte  homeplace  of  evangelist  Billy 
Graham.  The  home  is  on  land  a 
development  company  wants  for 
condominiums.  The  company  has  offered 
$450,000. 

Mr.  Graham  lived  in  the  home  during 
his  teens,  including  the  time  when  he  was 
converted  and  when  he  began  studying 
for  the  ministry.  The  house’s  future 
became  doubtful  after  the  death  of  the 
evangelist’s  mother,  Morrow  Graham, 
last  year. 

A  historic  preservation  group  has  been 
formed  to  save  the  house.  The  group 
includes  Charlotte  Mayor  Eddie  Knox, 
PTL  Club  President  Jim  Bakker,  and 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg  Historic  Proper¬ 
ties  Commission  Director  Dan  Morrill. 

The  PTL  Club  would  like  to  move  the 
house  to  its  Heritage  Village  center  just 
across  the  North  Carolina -South  Carolina 
state  line  at  Fort  Mills,  S.C.  But  a 
Charlotte  committee  studying  ways  to 
save  the  house  says  moving  it  would 
change  the  house’s  significance.  At  any 
rate,  the  developer  who  wants  to  buy  the 
land  including  the  tract  on  which  the 
house  sits  says  he  will  work  with  the 
preservation  group  to  move  the  house. 

Asked  about  reports  of  the  possible 
purchase  of  his  boyhood  home,  Mr. 
Graham  said,  “That  was  not  my 
boyhood  home.  .  .  On  the  place  where  my 
boyhood  home  was  is  a  big  IBM 
building.”  He  said  the  house  in  question 
was  one  where  he  lived  with  his  family 
between  the  ages  of  11  and  15.  After  he 
went  to  college,  he  said,  he  never 
returned  to  the  home  to  live. 

“That  house  never  did  seem  quite  like 
home  to  me,”  Mr.  Graham  said,  adding 
that  now  that  both  his  parents  are  dead, 
“I  have  no  special  attachment  to  it.” 

He  said  he  had  no  opinion  on  whether 
the  property  should  be  sold  or  preserved. 
“I’m  leaving  that  totally  to  my  brothers 
and  sisters,”  Mr.  Graham  commented. 
“It’s  their  place." 


Dear  Deborah 

Try  patience 
in  molding 
of  minister 

Dear  Deborah : 

You  have  written  about  parishioners 
who  bug  ministers;  now  how  about 
ministers  who  bug  parishioners?  Our 
pastor  is  young  and  hard  working  but  he 
tends  to  go  around  asking  the  leaders  of 
the  church  what  he  should  do  about  every 
detail  of  operation.  He  comes  into  my 
store  during  business  hours  to  discuss 
one  thing  or  another  that  could  wait  until 
a  meeting  time  or  Sunday.  Others  say  he 
does  this  to  them  as  well. 

He  is  also  a  phoner  —  phones  everyone 
he  can  reach  and  talks  much  too  long.  We 
do  not  want  to  discourage  him  in  any  way 
in  his  enthusiasm  for  his  work  but  this  is 
ridiculous.  Any  suggestions? 

R.N. 


Dear  R.N. : 

You  are  lucky  parishioners  on  two 
counts:  your  pastor  obviously  is  a 
conscientious  one,  and  two,  he  has 
given  you  the  opportunity  and 
privilege  of  helping  him  to  grow  in 
ministry.  You  are  the  ones  with 
experience  and  he  is  open  enough  to 
seek  help  from  you.  Give  him  that 
help. 

There  is,  I  am  certain,  a  special 
place  in  the  great  heart  of  God  for 
the  parishioners  in  the  smaller 
churches  who  not  only  tolerate  the 
young  and  inexperienced  ministers, 
but  love  and  nurture  and  teach  them 
how  to  minister  effectively.  You  are 
molding  a  minister  for  the  future 
and  you  can  sour  or  sweeten  that 
ministry  at  its  outset. 

But  for  your  problem:  talk  to  the 
others  and  agree  on  a  strategy  that 
can  teach  without  harm.  When  he 
comes  into  anyone’s  place  of 
business  suggest  at  once  that  he 
wait  with  the  problem  until  the  next 
meeting  at  church.  He  will  catch  on 
eventually  (some  are  slow 
learners).  As  to  the  phoning,  you 
can  say  that  it  isn’t  possible  to 
discuss  it  on  the  phone  but  will  be 
glad  to  on  Sunday  or  set  a  time 
before  a  meeting.  Best  of  luck  —  and 
thank  you  for  being  one  who  cares 
about  the  “beginners". 

;  Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  faith  and 
life.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Questions  for 
the  column  will  be  selected  from  the 
letters.  Write:  “Dear  Deborah,"  P.O. 
Box  221076,  Dallas,  Tex.  75222. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Images  of  Jesus’  birthplace 
differ  from  popular  shrine 


History  of  Hymns 

;Go  tell  it’  a  peak  experience 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Go,  tell  it  on  the  mountain, 

Over  the  hills  and  everywhere; 
Go,  tell  it  on  the  mountain 
That  Jesus  Christ  is  born ! 

Songs  of  Christmas  reflect  the 
many  facets  of  the  Christmas  story, 
Mary’s  baby,  the  manger  scene,  the 
heavenly  host,  the  shepherds,  the  wise 
men,  and  the  star.  Some  are  quiet 
songs,  some  are  rousing,  some  are 
slow,  and  some  are  spirited. 

"Go,  Tell  It  on  the  Mountain”  is  a 
joyful  clarion  call  to  proclaim  from 
the  highest  point  of  the  mountain  that 
a  Savior  is  born.  The  Messiah  is  come. 
It  is  an  expression  of  joy  and  ecstasy 
for  the  poor,  the  downtrodden,  the 
lonely,  and  the  insignificant.  It  is  a 
declaration  again  each  Christmas 
that  Jesus  is  in  the  world  —  he  was 


born  in  Bethlehem. 

Shortly  after  the  turn  of  this 
century,  John  Wesley  Work,  Jr.,  who 
taught  Latin  and  History  at  Fisk 
University,  heard  someone  sing  this 
refrain.  He  shaped  the  melody, 
harmonized  the  tune,  and  added  some 
original  stanzas.  In  1907,  he  published 
it  in  a  small  booklet,  “Folk  Songs  of 
the  American  Negro.  ” 

This  spiritual  and  other  well-known 
versions  of  “New  Born  Again,” 
"Lord,  I  Want  to  Be  A  Christian.” 
“Somebody’s  Knocking  at  Your 
Door,”  and  "Were  You  There”  were 
also  included;  but  because  no 
copyright  was  registered.  Mr.  Work 
lost  all  claim  to  these. 

John  W.  Work  III  recalled 
Christmas  experiences  at  Fisk  when 
he  was  a  child.  Early  each  Christmas 
morning,  around  five  o'clock,  the  Fisk 


Jubilee  Singers,  directed  by  his 
father,  walked  around  the  campus 
singing  Christmas  songs.  Their 

favorites  were  “Go,  Tell  It  on  the 

Mountain”  and  “Glory  to  that 
Newborn  King.”  After  the  early 
morning  singing  was  done,  the 
students  and  faculty  gathered  in  the 
dining  hall  for  a  brief  Christmas 
service  and  breakfast.  Glowing 

candles  and  decorated  tables 
brightened  the  room. 

Those  who  gathered  on  chilly 

Christmas  mornings  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  long  before  sunrise  and  filled 
the  sky  with  this  song  little  realized 
that  years  later  in  many  lands  and  in 
many  tongues  this  spiritual  would 
ring  clear. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN : 

“O  Come,  All  Ye  Faithful ” 


BETHLEHEM  (RNS)  -  People  who 
visit  the  shrine  marking  the  spot  of 
Christ’s  birth  are  often  perplexed.  They 
enter  a  massive  citadel,  advance 
through  an  oriental  church,  and  then 
descend  into  a  small,  candle-lit  grotto. 
There  is  nothing  which  relates  to  the 
Western  images  of  the  Nativity. 

Yet,  the  shrine  most  accurately 
defines  the  place  of  Christ’s  birth  —  in 
both  location  and  description.  It  is 
highly  unlikely  that  Jesus  was  born  in  a 
wooden  stable  with  a  peaked  roof,  like 
so  many  creches  portray  in  modern 
holiday  settings. 

The  basic  building  material  in 
Bethlehem  is  stone.  It  is  a  mountain 
village  by  the  edge  of  the  desert,  a  place 
of  abundant  stone,  but  not  very  much 
wood.  And  every  stick  of  available 
wood  is  put  to  much  more  important 
purposes  than  rough  construction  for  an 
animal  stable.  Wood  is  for  fine 
furniture,  and  for  fuel. 

Archaeologists  have  found  that 
during  antiquity  it  was  quite  common 
for  people  to  carve  grottos  into  the 
limestone  of  their  home  foundations. 
Here,  they  could  shelter  domestic 
animals  during  the  harsher  days  of 
winter.  And  it  was  in  such  a  place  that 
Mary  and  Joseph  most  likely  found 
shelter  when  they  traveled  to 
Bethlehem  to  answer  the  census. 

Believed  site  of  Holy  Birth 

The  Church  of  the  Nativity,  which 
towers  over  the  grotto,  was  originally 
built  in  the  Fourth  Century  by  Emperor 
Constantine,  and  rebuilt  in  the  Twelfth 
Century  by  the  Crusaders.  Greek 
Orthodox  took  possession  of  the  church 
in  1672,  and  Roman  Catholics  won  a 
share  of  ownership  in  1852.  The  site  of 
the  church  is  very  likely  the  site  of  the 
Nativity,  for  it  satisfies  the  various 
descriptions  made  in  the  Gospels. 

The  village  of  Bethlehem  (a  Hebrew 
name  meaning  "House  of  Bread”)  is 
certainly  well  defined,  and  has  been 
continuously  occupied  for  more  than 
thirty  centuries,  since  the  time  when 
young  David,  the  future  king  of  Israel, 
labored  as  a  shepherd  there. 

The  Christmas  Gospel  tells  us  that 
“In  the  countryside  close  by  there  were 
shepherds  who  lived  in  the  fields  and 
took  it  in  turns  to  watch  their  flocks 
during  the  night.”  The  Church  of  the 
Nativity  is  built  on  what  was  once  the 


other  parts  of  the  grotto  —  and  this 
means  less  likelihood  of  dampness 
during  the  time  of  winter  rains. 

What  is  known  for  sure  about  this  star 
is  that  it  has  a  most  interesting  history. 
It  was  set  in  place  in  1717  by  Roman 
Catholics,  and  it  remained  there  for  130 
years.  But  by  1847  there  was  intense 
rivalry  between  Greek  Orthodox  and 
Roman  Catholics.  The  rivalry  was 
intensified  by  competition  between  the 
French  and  Russians. 

French,  Greeks  battle  for  icon 

Napoleon  III,  trying  to  win  stronger 
support  from  French  Catholics, 
demanded  that  Catholics  be  granted 
special  privileges  in  the  Holy  Land.  The 
weak  Ottoman  Turks,  who  then  ruled 
the  Holy  Land,  bent  to  the  French 
demands,  and  went  so  far  as  to  take  the 
keys  to  the  Church  of  the  Nativity  away 
from  the  Greek  Orthodox  custodians, 
and  hand  them  over  to  the  Catholic 
Church. 

The  Greeks  responded  by  removing 
the  star  and  hiding  it. 

Russian  Czar  Nicholas  I  was  patron 
of  the  Orthodox  Christians  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire  —  a  position  gained  in 
the  Treaty  of  Kuchukkainardji  of  1774. 
Nicholas  insisted  custody  be  restored  to 
the  Orthodox  but  the  Turkish  sultan 
refused.  Russia  responded  to  the  snub 
by  attacking. 

The  war  was  marked  by  gallant 
foolishness  and  tragic  loss  of  life,  such 
as  the  Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade, 
commemorated  in  Tennyson’s  famous 
poem.  It  was  also  marked  by  appalling 
conditions  in  military  hospitals,  which 
sparked  the  reforms  of  Florence 
Nightingale. 

In  the  end,  Russia  capitulated. 
Without  Russian  protection,  the  Greek 
Orthodox  had  to  submit  to  Turkish 
demands.  As  a  result  of  the  war,  the 
Greek  Orthodox  were  forced  to  share 
ownership  of  the  Church  of  the  Nativity 
with  Roman  Catholics,  and  the  brass 
star  marking  the  site  of  Christ’s  birth 
had  to  be  restored. 

Today,  Greek  Orthodox  and  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  share  the  church  and 
the  grotto  in  peace.  They  coordinate 
their  services  and,  because  their 
liturgical  calendars  are  different,  have 
good  use  of  the  church  for  their 
respective  Christmases. 


20th  century  Bethlehem. 


eastern  edge  of  Bethlehem.  It  stands 
atop  a  slope  which  drops  gradually 
away,  down  into  the  Judean  Desert. 
These  were,  most  likely,  the  shepherd’s 
fields.  And  this  likelihood  is  defined  by 
several  bits  of  reasoning.  First,  in  this 
direction  lies  the  worst  land  of  the  area. 
Other  places  are  better  for  cultivation, 
and  were  most  likely  tilled.  Second,  this 
is  the  sheltered  side  of  the  village.  It  is 
most  protected  from  the  prevailing 
west  wind,  and  probably  a  favored 
locale  for  shepherds  who  had  to  spend 
the  night  outdoors.  Third,  it  was  on  the 
opposite  side  of  town  from  the  main 
thoroughfare  connecting  Jerusalem 
and  Hebron.  It  was  on  this  highway 
that  Roman  cavalry  made  constant 
patrols,  and  Roman  soldiers  were  well 
known  for  exacting  special  taxes  from 
anybody  they  came  across.  Indeed,  the 
Gospel  for  the  Third  Sunday  of  Advent 
recalls  John  the  Baptist  lecturing 
soldiers,  “No  intimidation!  Be  content 
with  your  pay!  ”  Any  shepherd  intent  on 
keeping  his  sheep  would  wisely  tend  his 
flocks  by  the  edge  of  the  desert,  to  the 
east  of  Bethlehem. 

The  approximate  location  of  the 
church  seems  very  reasonable.  And  it’s 
quite  possible  that  early  Christians 
living  in  Bethlehem  at  the  time  of 
Constantine  had  a  long  tradition 
identifying  the  birthplace  of  Jesus.  One 
must  remember  that  Bethlehem  was  a 
village  defined  by  certain  families  who 
lived  there.  Indeed,  that’s  why  Joseph 
had  to  visit  Bethlehem  in  the  first 
place;  it  was  his  ancestral  family 
home.  He  very  likely  had  quite  a  few 
family  ties  there,  and  it’s  also  likely 
that  the  grotto  where  he  stayed  with 
Mary  was  located  beneath  the  home  of 
a  relative. 

So  far,  there  is  no  other  place  which 
can  reasonably  contest  this  grotto  as 
being  the  birthplace  of  Christ. 

Star  marks  the  spot 

Within  the  grotto  a  brass  star  is 
fastened  to  the  stone  floor,  and  on  this 
star  is  inscribed  "Hie  De  Virgine  Maria 
Jesus  Christus  Natus  Est”  (Here,  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  Jesus  Christ  was 
born).  According  to  tradition,  the  star 
marks  the  exact  spot  where  Christ  was 
born. 

It  is  possible  that  the  star  does  mark 
the  precise  spot  of  the  Nativity.  It  is  in  a 
sheltered  spot,  yet  a  bit  elevated  above 


Theologian  defines  vocation  as  ‘partnership  with  God’ 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  -  Christians 
need  to  redefine  “vocation"  to  describe 
their  relationship  to  God  instead  of  the 
way  they  earn  a  living,  according  to  a 
pioneer  in  study  of  development  of  faith. 

James  Fowler,  professor  of  theology 
and  human  development  at  Emory 
University's  Candler  School  of  Theology 


in  Atlanta,  made  the  claim  during  the 
annual  Norton  Lectures  at  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

"Our  vocation  is  to  be  partners  with  God 
.  .  .finding  a  purpose  for  one’s  life  that  is 
part  of  the  purposes  of  God,"  Dr.  Fowler 
said. 

Christians  are  partners  with  “creator” 


God  as  they  create  families  and 
contribute  to  the  arts,  agricultural  and 
technological  development  and  other 
productive  areas  of  life,  he  said.  They 
are  partners  with  the  "redeeming  and 
liberating  God”  as  they  offer  healing  and 
deliverance  from  oppression  to  those 
who  need  it. 


Vocation  for  Christians  is  not  the  same 
as  professions  or  careers,  he  said.  Rather, 
vocation  is  the  response  a  person  makes 
with  his  or  her  total  self  to  the  calling  of 
God,  at  service  to  God  and  fellowman. 

Dr.  Fowler  claimed  this  Christian  defin¬ 
ition  of  vocation  has  positive  implications 
not  present  in  a  secular  view. 
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An  African  interpretation  of  the  Nativity,  this  painting  was  done  by 
Emmanuel  Nsama  of  Zambia.  The  artist,  born  on  Christmas  Day,  was  a 
model  for  the  painting.  beuohh  snewsserv  „  e  phot,. 


Latin  American  churches 
create  interfaith  linkage 


HUAMPANI,  Peru  (EPS)  -  More  than 
300  delegates,  observers,  and  visitors 
from  more  than  a  100  denominations  and 
ecumenical  organizations,  assembled 
here,  near  Lima,  last  month  to  formally 
inaugurate  the  Latin  American  Council 
of  Churches  (CLAI). 

The  festive  opening  ceremonies 
including  worship  led  by  Evangelical. 
Lutheran,  Anglican,  Methodist,  and 
Pentecostal  representatives,  music  and 
drama  from  different  parts  of  the 
continent,  and  greetings  from  a  bishop 
representing  the  numerically  dominant 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  which  does  not 
hold  CLAI  membership.  A  Chilean  pastor 
working  in  New  York  City  linked 
Christians  grouped  by  CLAI  to  an 
estimated  20  million  Hispanics  in  6,000 
congregations  in  North  America  —  "like 
Israel  in  Babylon,”  he  said  with  some 
humor. 


The  Council’s  chief  aim  is  to  "promote 
the  unity  of  God’s  people  in  Latin 
America,  as  a  local  expression  of  the 
universal  church  of  Christ,  and  as  a  sign 
of  and  contribution  to  the  unity  of  the 
Latin  American  people."  A  staff  for 
CLAI  (in  formation)  has  been  at  work 
during  the  last  four  years  in  six  regions. 
CLAI  secretary  general  is  Gerson 
Meyer. 

Theme  of  the  inaugural  assembly  was 
“Commitment  for  the  Kingdom.” 
Principal  address  on  the  theme  was 
delivered  by  Argentine  Methodist 
theologian  Jose  Miguez-Bonino.  He  said 
an  “artificial  separation”  of  church 
preaching  from  social  problems  and 
concerns  “often  means  the  churches  lead 
an  impoverished  life,  far  from  reality, 
without  action  on  behalf  of  the  neighbor, 
contradicting  Jesus'  commandment  of 
love.” 


Book  review 

Educators  identify 
children’s  sermons 
as  ;a  very  hot  potato’ 


“Talking  About  Something 
Important,’’  by  Stan  Stewart  and 
Pauline  Hubner,  the  Joint  Board  of 
Christian  Education  of  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  1981,  128  pp. 

By  SHARON  MIELKE 

The  same  team  of  Australians  who 
denounced  children’s  sermons  "as  an 
abomination  unto  the  Lord”  several 
years  ago  in  church  workshops  were 
back  in  the  United  States  this  fall  with 
more  to  say  on  the  subject. 

The  Rev.  Stan  Stewart  and  Pauline 
Hubner,  both  Christian  educators  with 
the  Uniting  Church  of  Australia,  have 
recently  concluded  a  month-long  tour  of 
the  U.S.  leading  workshops  on  the 
Church’s  Ministry  With  Children  for 
United  Methodists,  Presbyterians, 
Lutherans  and  Episcopalians. 

Ms.  Hubner  acknowledged  that 
children’s  sermons  are  “a  very  hot 
potato.”  The  high  level  of  emotion 
attached  to  the  issue  was  also  driven 
home  to  the  United  Methodist  Reporter’s 
editors  when  a  "Here  I  Stand"  article 
decrying  children’s  sermons  received 
one  of  the  largest  letter  responses  to  a 
given  article  ever  published  in  the 
newspaper  —  with  the  exception  of  mail 
on  the  issue  of  homosexuality. 

Mr.  Stewart  said  their  main  concern  is 
the  need  to  involve  children  in  worship. 
He  said  that  doesn't  mean  better  and 
brighter  children’s  sermons;  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  address  is  not  an  essential  in¬ 
gredient  to  making  worship  appropriate 
for  children.  But,  he  told  the  Reporter,  the 
custom  of  having  children’s  sermons  is  so 
entrenched  in  some  congregations  that  he 
and  Ms.  Hubner  determined  they  would 
present  some  creative  alternative  ap¬ 
proaches  to  some  of  the  worst  abuses  of 
such  sermons. 

“Adult  congregations  will  suffer  many 
things  from  their  worship  leaders,  but 
not  the  elimination  of  the  children’s 
address,”  he  said. 

They  have  gathered  their  ideas  into  a 
new  book  titled  “Talking  About 
Something  Important.” 

Referring  briefly  to  the  abuses,  Mr. 
Stewart  says.  “The  children’s  address  is 
too  often  a  sop  to  humor  the  children  in 
what  is  basically  a  very  anti-children 
gathering.  All  too  easily,  the  address 
becomes  a  way  of  patting  children  on  the 
heads  while  at  the  same  time  shooing 
them  out  the  door,  either  literally  or 
psychologically,  by  closing  for  them  the 
door  of  interest  and  meaning  from  that 
point  onwards  in  the  liturgy." 

He  said,  "We  are  much  opposed  to 
‘items'  in  worship  —  elements  that  have 
no  relationship  with  whatever  else  is 


part  of  the  service."  Worship,  he 
believes,  should  be  a  seamless  robe  with 
all  the  elements  inter-related. 

The  authors  said  "what  adults  seem  to 
look  for  in  the  children’s  address  is 
something  to  make  them  laugh.  .  .  and 
most  ministers  do  what  they  can  to 
oblige.”  The  laughs,  however,  are  too 
frequently  at  the  expense  of  the  children. 

Mr.  Stewart  and  Ms.  Hubner  suggest 
that  what  adults  really  enjoy  is  the  more 
relaxed  presentation  of  their  minister. 
'Ministers,”  he  observed,  “use  a 
different  style  of  communication  in  the 
children's  address  than  in  the  rest  of  the 
service.  .  .  it  always  means  more 
informality. 

“Despite  what  adults  may  say  about 
the  meaning  they  find  in  the  children’s 
addresses,  we  suspect  that  it  is  the 
unbending  of  their  ministers  which  they 
most  enjoy.” 

The  authors  suggest  that  their 
objective  in  the  book  is  to  provide  an 
approach  which  contributes  to  worship 
by  ensuring  that  the  children’s  part  of 
worship  means  something  to  the  children 
and  relates  to  the  whole  of  the  worship' 
service. 

The  book  is  built  around  12  true  stories 
from  some  of  the  authors’  own 
experiences  of  talking  with  children  in 
church  and  illustrates  their  concept  of  a 
way  to  use  this  four  to  seven  minutes 
effectively. 

What  is  important?  The  authors  say 
that  adults  usually  choose  what  they 
believe  to  be  “something  important”  to 
children,  whether  the  children  like  it  or 
not: 

"The  something  important  that  we 
refer  to  is  something  which  children 
know  to  be  important  to  them:  talking 
about  starting  new  things;  talking  about 
terrible  news;  talking  about  surprises 
and  presents;  talking  about  the  death  of 
someone  important;  talking  about  who 
makes  wars;  talking  about  what  rude’ 
is;  talking  about  when  people  go  away;, 
talking  about  feeling  quiet,  etc.” 

Mr.  Stewart  credits  Fred  Rogers,  the 
Presbyterian  minister  who  reaches 
families  through  “Mr.  Rogers’ 
Neighborhood"  on  television,  with 
teaching  him  much  about  the  potential  of 
having  conversations  with  children  in 
church. 

“Mr.  Rogers  provided  me  with  a 
model,"  he  said 

The  book  is  not  only  a  resource  for 
ministers  and  worship  leaders  but  also 
for  parents,  for  church  school  teachers, 
grandparents  and  friends  of  children. 

Ms.  Mielke  is  the  managing  editor  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  and 
mother  of  three  children. 
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Good  Samaritan  Offering 
Sunday,  December  19, 1982 

Methodist  Children's  Home 


CUncf (he  angel said unto  them ,  Hear  no /: 
for,  leholcf,  U  Sring  goa  good tidings  of 
great  jog ,  which  shall  foe  to  all  people. 

foufe  2:10 


Qoocf 

cS 


amarflan  \  Jft$  '4Cr 


"Ministries 


IRememSer  the  Offering 
Sundag~  Decern  (ter  19th 


Safon  Home 

CRelirecf  TtCinislers ’  7to/nes 
‘JItel/iocfist  Home  Hospital 
Jltetfiocfisi  CHufcfren ’s  Home 
^People's  Gomrnunihj  Gen  ter 
IPencfielon  JKemoriat  Hospital 


Lafon  Home,  serving  since  1 856 


Ownership  and  Affiliation 
Owned  and  operated  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
Methodist  Children's  Home  (MCH)  has  served 
countless  numbers  of  children  since  its  founding 
in  1902.  In  recent  years  the  MCH  program  and 
services  have  been  refined  and  expanded  to  meet 
the  needs  of  children  and  families  in  today’s 
society.  MCH  is  licensed  by  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Resources  and 
is  a  certified  member  of  the  National  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


New  retirement  home 

Bishop  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  presided  over  the 
Dedication  Service  for  the  new  Mansfield  home  on 
November  7th.  This  lovely  home  was  built  for 
Reverend  &  Mrs.  George  Harbuck  by  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mansfield  and  the  Grand  Cane  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Conference  now  owns  32  homes  located 
throughout  the  state  and  a  six  unit  apartment 
complex  which  is  located  in  Ruston.  This  is  indeed 
a  great  ministry  providing  homes  for  retired 
ministers,  their  wives  and  widows.  And  it  is  made 
possible  because  the  Christian  Laity  of  this 
conference  really  cares. 


Pictured  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  home  for 
retired  ministers  in  Mansfield  are  (left  to  right) 
James  and  Erma  Adams,  Dot  and  Odell 
Simmons.  Nancy  and  George  Harbuck,  and 
Virginia  and  Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin.  The 
house  is  shown  in  the  background. 


People's  Community  Center 

Founded  in  1922,  People’s  serves  the  largest 
area  of  disadvantaged  people  in  the  state.  Its  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  build  Christian  character  and  good 
citizenship  among  all  people  of  the  Central  City  of 
New  Orleans.  Day  care  and  child  development 
programs  are  offered  to  132  children.  During  the 
summer,  classes  are  offered  in  music,  art,  crafts, 
drama,  dancing,  and  character  development. 
Classes  are  held  in  sewing,  nutrition,  parenting, 
and  family  counseling  with  the  goal  to  provide  a 
firm  foundation  of  self-esteem  and  dignity  of  the 
individual. 


J- 


A  little  girl  from  Methodist  Home  Hospital  found  a 
friend  at  the  Washington  Parish  Fair.  The 
members  of  the  Franklinton  United  Methodist 
Church  sponsored  the  trip  to  the  fair  for  the 
children. 


Persons  Served 

MCH  serves  school  age  children  from  throughout 
Louisiana  regardless  of  race,  religious  affiliation, 
or  sex.  Children  accepted  into  residential  group 
care  must  be  capable  of  attending  public  schools. 
The  MCH  program  is  not  designed  for  children 
with  severe  handicaps,  either  physical  or  mental. 

Residential  Group  Care 

Education  offered  through  public  school  and 
MCH’s  campus  classes;  Social  Work  offered  to 
both  the  child  and  the  family  with  the  goal  of 
family  reunification  when  possible;  Religious  Life 
offered  through  church  school  at  MCH  and 
worship  in  local  churches;  Recreation  through  the 
use  of  the  modern  facilities  such  as  gymnasium 
and  swimming  pool;  and  Medical  Services 
coordinated  by  a  registered  nurse  through  local 
medical  professionals. 

Emergency  Shelter  Care 

MCH  can  provide  emergency  care  (14  days 
maximum)  for  children  and  youth  without  having 
to  evaluate  them  for  residential  services. 
However,  it  is  possible  for  a  child  in  emergency 
care  to  be  evaluated  for  residential  group  care  if 
there  is  a  vacancy  in  the  residential  program. 
Persons  seeking  emergency  services  may  call  the 
MCH  office  (255-5020)  or  the  emergency  intake 
center  (255-2006)  after  business  hours  and  on  week¬ 
ends. 

Other  Services 

MCH  provides  foster  care  for  those  children  and 
youth  no  longer  needing  residential  treatment 
services,  but  without  a  family  resource  to  whom 
to  return.  Continuing  educational  opportunities 
such  as  college  and  vocational-technical  training 
are  offered  to  those  youth  still  in  the  care  of  MCH 
upon  high  school  graduation. 

Funding 

For  the  past  several  years  MCH  has  received  one- 
third  of  its  operating  budget  through  direct 
contributions  including  the  Good  Samaritan 
Offering.  Another  one-third  of  operating  income  is 
from  payments  made  by  parents  and  state 
agencies  purchasing  care  for  state  placed 
children.  The  remaining  one-third  of  the  MCH 
budget  has  been  dependent  upon  the  income  from 
invested  funds  obtained  from  persons  thoughtful 
enough  to  remember  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
in  their  will. 

Inquiries  Welcome 

MCH  welcomes  all  inquiries  concerning  its 
services.  Staff  members  are  available  for 
speaking  engagements  before  interested  groups. 
Individuals  and  groups  are  welcome  to  visit  us  on 
Hwy.  167  South  in  Ruston.  To  schedule  speaking 
engagements  or  visits,  call  during  office  hours  at 
(318  )  255-5020  or  write  Post  Office  Box  929, 
Ruston,  LA  71273-0929. 


(The  following  letter  was  written  to  a  Psychiatrist 
who  was  working  with  one  of  the  children  who 
had  formerly  been  in  The  Methodist  Home 
Hospital) 

1  used  to  live  in  this  home  named  Methodist  and 
they  had  a  lot  of  people  in  there.  I’ll  name  a  lot  of 
them.  They  had  Mr.  Mike,  Mr.  Mark,  Mr.  Paul, 
Mr.  Alan,  Miss  Pat,  Miss  Cat.  Well  this  is  all  the 
people  I  could  think  about  but  there  is  more. 

But  this  place  was  so  good  to  you.  You  would  go 
to  the  park  and  run  races  at  City  Park.  We  would 
go  all  over  the  place.  We  would  go  to  movies  and 
skating. 

I  miss  that  place.  They  let  you  have  freedom 
over  there.  You  could  do  almost  any  thing  you 
want.  But  we  was  all  a  family  —  a  big  one.  They 
had  little  babies  there.  I  liked  two  little  boys  there. 
They  were  twins.  Their  names  were  Timmy  and 
Tommy  and  I  treated  them  like  they  were  my 
little  brothers.  I  used  to  give  them  anything  they 
wanted. 

I  stayed  in  that  place  for  2  or  3  years  and  I  had 
fun  being  in  therefor  those  many  years.  When  we 
have  a  party,  thats  when  the  fun  starts.  My  sister 
used  to  be  at  Methodist  with  me  too.  She  would 
always  look  out  for  me.  She  was  only  ten  and  I  was 
only  nine.  But  when  anytime  she  was  to  get  into  a 
fight  I  would  always  jump  in  too.  But  now  me  and 
my  sister  is  good  to  each  other.  We  used  to  be  good 
to  each  other  at  Methodist. 

But  that  was  the  funest  time  I  ever  had.  But  I 
will  never  forget  Methodist.  I  wish  I  could  go  back 
there.  Someday  I  will  go  back.  I  will  go  and  visit 
everybody.  You  all  will  always  be  in  my  mind.  It 
was  fun  being  in  Methodist.  You  will  never  know 
how  much  we  loved  everybody  over  there. 


One  of  the  oldest  missions  of  Louisiana  United 
Methodism  is  the  home  for  the  aged  known  as 
Lafon  Home.  In  1856,  the  home  was  founded  on 
South  Rampart  Street,  New  Orleans,  and  has 
since  known  many  relocations.  In  1977,  HEW 
withdrew  its  certification  and  forced  closure  of 
Lafon,  necessitating  the  scattering  of  its  residents 
across  the  state.  Lafon  Home  will  be  rebuilt  as 
soon  as  loan  conditions  permit.  At  present,  $400,000 
is  on  hand.  One  square  block  is  available  now 


without  debt  at  4038  Buchanan  Street  near  the  St. 
Bernard  exit  off  1-610.  Additionally  an  adjacent 
parking  lot  has  been  secured.  Thus  far,  $150,360 
has  been  contributed  by  churches  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  The  projected  cost  of  the 
construction  of  a  new  facility  housing  104  persons 
is  $1.3  million.  The  chief  needs  at  Lafon  Home  are 
low  interest  rates  and  increased  contributions. 
Rev.  Sam  Walker,  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70821,  504-927-7820. 


Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

This  full-community  hospital  ministers  to 
the  physical  and  spiritual  needs  of  patients  in 
the  name  and  spirit  of  the  Great  Physician,  Jesus 
Christ.  Begun  in  1968,  it  is  a  335  bed  hospital 
situated  on  20  acres  in  New  Orleans  East.  The 
Rev.  Paul  G.  Durbin  serves  as  chaplain. 
Money  received  from  the  Good  Samaritan 
Offering  provides  “free  care  and  part-pay 
care”  for  those  otherwise  unable  to  afford  this 
expert  medical  attention. 
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pound  The  Conference 
A  Service  of  Music  at  Carrollton 

The  Chancel  Choir  of  Carrollton  United 
Methodist  Church,  under  the  direction  of 
George  Koffskey,  with  Eugie  Passera, 
organist,  presented  an  entire  service  of 
Christmas  music  at  the  regular  10:30 
a.m.  service  on  Sunday,  December  19. 

Portions  of  the  Christmas  section  of 
Handel’s  Messiah  were  presented,  as 
well  as  a  Christmas  cantata,  “This  is 
Noel,"  by  Katherine  K.  Davis. 

Special  additions  to  the  service  were 


Aldersgate  Youth  work  for  Ecology  Day 


selections  presented  by  an  instrumental 
group  from  Ben  Franklin  High  School 
under  the  direction  of  Peter 
Dombourian. 

Vocal  soloists  were  Norma  Burkhardt, 
Marilyn  Davidson,  Ruth  Mayne,  Betsy 
Lawson,  Dr.  William  Stubing,  and 
Edmond  Stumph. 

The  Reverend  Leland  D.  Wade  is 
pastor  of  Carrollton  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans. 


Dr.  John  C.  Holbert  to  lead 
a  Bible  Study  on  the  Book  of  Job 

The  Shreveport  District  Board  of  Laity 
will  be  hosting  Dr.  John  C.  Holbert  as  he 
leads  a  Bible  Study  on  the  Book  of  Job. 

The  study  will  be  presented  January  10- 
12,  1983  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport  beginning  at  7:00 
p.m.  All  of  the  lectures  are  to  be 
broadcast  over  the  television  satellite  for 
reception  at  any  of  the  churches  over  the 
Louisiana  Conference  with  downlinks. 

All  pastors,  are  encouraged  to  have  their 
members  go  to  the  nearest  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  with  a  downlink.  After  each 
broadcast,  there  will  be  a  period  of 
discussion. 

Dr.  Holbert  attended  Grinnell  College, 

Grinnell,  Iowa,  majoring  in  Philosophy. 

He  graduated  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  1971  and  then  entered  the 
Graduate  Program  in  Religious  Studies 
at  Southern  Methodist  University.  He 
earned  his  Ph.D.  in  Old  Testament  in 
1975.  Presently  Dr.  Holbert  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  Old  Testament,  Associate 
Director  of  the  Doctor  of  Ministry 
Program,  and  Associate  Director  of 
Continuing  Education  at  Perkins. 

Dr.  Holbert’s  evening  sessions  will  be  a 
part  of  the  January  Minister’s  Study 
Week,  January  10-12,  sponsored  by 
Centenary  College.  Those  completing  the 
three  evening  sessions  will  be  eligible  to 
receive  1/2  Continuing  Education  Unit. 


The  symbolism  of  the  Chrismon  Tree 


The  ornaments  on  the  tree  are  called 
“Chrismons”  (kriz-mon).  Chrismon  is  a 
combination  of  parts  of  two  words: 
Christ  and  m on -o gram  —  monograms  of 
Christ.  Some  designs  are  letters,  others 
are  crosses,  circles,  triangles,  and  other 
figures  which  are  symbols  of  the 
Christian  faith. 

All  Chrismons  are  made  in 


Dr.  John  Holbert 
For  more  information  about  the  January 
Minister’s  Study  Week,  contact  Kay 
Madden,  Director  of  Church  Relations, 
2911  Centenary  Boulevard,  Shreveport, 
LA  71104. 


Youth  at  Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell  are  shown  with  their 
collection  of  trash  from  Ecology  Day.  The  youth  collected  trash  for  a  distance  of  one 
mile  in  front  of  their  church.  This  service  project  was  a  follow-up  to  a  late  summer 

retreat  where  they  studied  about  ecology. 

The  Reverend  Christopher  Andrews  is  pastor  at  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church. 

First  Street  Thanksgiving 
Festival  a  huge  success 

On  Sunday,  November  21,  memory  of  the  late  Mrs.  Delcy  Clay.  The 

Sanctuary  Choir,  Honduran  members  of  entire  program  was  a  wonderful  success 
First  Street  United  Methodist  (IIWW  netting  in  profit  well  over  $1,600.  All 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Mary  Faye  (Edmondson) 
Ginn,  wife  of  Dr.  DeWitt  M.  Ginn, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  died  Monday, 
December  13,  1982,  at  Glenwood 
Hospital,  West  Monroe,  Louisiana. 


and  neighboring  churches,  sponsored 
their  first  Thanksgiving  Harvest 
Festival  at  First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  in  New  Orleans.  Persons 
ranging  in  age  from  1  to  99  sang  joyously 
as  they  presented  their  gifts  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving.  The  program  was  given  in 


proceeds  went  toward  the  Expansion 
Fund  Drive  of  First  Street  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Marjorie  Staine  and  Helen 
Brooks  were  co-chairpersons  of  the 
event.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  pastor  of 
First  Street  United  Methodist  Church. 


T.VJMinistry  update 

The  December  28  church  school  lesson 
for  teachers  will  be  transmitted  at  7:30 
p.m.  on  Channel  9,  not  Channel  19. 
The  current  church  school  lesson  series, 
“The  Age  of  Reformation,”  will  continue 
to  be  broadcast  each  Sunday  morning  at 
9:30a.m.  on Satcom  3,  Channel  18. 


,T' 


/' 


-ksj- - ^ 


; 

Q/f  ^ 


4  Ui/  6.,  / 


THE  STAFF  OF  THE  LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  WISH  ALL  OF  YOU  A 
SAFE  HAPPY  AND  BLESSED  CHRISTMAS.  ‘'MAY  THE  CHILD  OF  CHRISTMAS,  ft 
PEACE  AND  JOY  IMPART  AND  MAY  THE  CHRIST  OF  CHRISTMAS  DWELL  ol 
WITHIN  YOUR  HEART.  ’ 
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The  Cross 

TAU  Cross.  (Anticipatory, 
Old  Testament).  Salvation 
promised  but  not  yet  ac¬ 
complished.  Numbers 
21:9;  Isaiah  53. 

Cross  Triumphant.  A  world 
united  in  Christ;  triumph  of 
the  Lord  over  earthly  sin. 


Italian  Cross. 


Latin  Cross.  Long,  upright; 
most  widely  used  form  of 
the  cross  among 
Christians. 


Rainbow  Cross. 


Cross  in  Glory.  (Easter). 
The  rising  sun  behind  the 
cross  symbolizes  the  new 
day  when  Jesus  conquered 
death  by  His  Resurrection. 
II  Cor.  6:2. 

Cross  over  the  World. 
Christ  over  the  world,  “Go 
ye  into  all  the  world.  .  .” 

Celtic  Cross.  Sometimes 
called  the  Cross  of  Iona  or 
Irish  Cross.  This  type  of 
cross  is  often  on  covers  of 
hymnals,  church  bulletins, 
books.  The  circle  around 
the  middle  part  symbolizes 
eternity. 

Coin  Cross.  Perhaps  dates 
back  to  the  “widow’s 
mite,”  when  the  widow 
gave  all  the  money  she  had. 


Art 


combinations  of  white  and  gold.  White, 
the  liturgical  color  Christmas,  refers  to 
our  Lord's  purity  and  perfection.  Gold 
refers  to  His  majesty  and  glory.  The  tiny 
lights  on  the  tree  point  to  Christ  as  the 
light  of  the  world. 

May  these  symbols  continually  remind 
you  of  God’s  Greatest  Gift  to  us  all  — 
Jesus  Christ. 

Monograms, 

Letters 

Alpha  and  Omega,  the  first 
and  last  letters  of  the 
Greek  alphabet.  Since  only 
God  is  before  and  after  all 
things,  a  symbol  of 
divinity.  Rev.  22:13. 

Theta.  For  the  Greek  Word 
“God.” 

Symbols  For  Our 
Lord  And  God 

Fish  (Ichthus).  The  first 
five  Greek  letters  spelling 
the  word  “fish”  are  die  ini¬ 
tial  letters  of  the  five  words, 
“Jesus  Christ,  God’s  Son, 
Savior.”  One  of  the  most 
ancient  symbols  for  our 
Lord. 


Grapes.  The  blood  of  our 
Lord.  Luke  22: 17-20. 


& 


Anchor  Cross.  (Cross  of 
Hope).  This  Child,  the  hope 
of  the  world;  or,  a  cross 
rises  from  a  crescent  ^ 

3s  (Epiphany).  5-pointed 

6:19;  Luke 2:7. 


Butterfly.  The  resurrection 
of  Christ.  Also  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  all  who  die  in 
Christ.  The  meaning  is  de¬ 
rived  from  3  stages  in  its 
life  —  the  caterpillar,  the 
chrysalis,  and  the  butterfly 
—  symbolic  of  life,  death 
and  resurrection. 

Descending  Dove.  The 
dove  in  Christian  art  has 
been  the  symbol  of  peace 
and  purity.  The  dove  sent 
from  the  ark  by  Noah  re¬ 
turned  with  an  olive  branch 
to  show  that  the  waters  had 
receded  and  God  had  made 
peace  with  man.  John 
1:32.  .  .  “I  saw  the  Spirit 
descend  as  a  dove  from 
heaven.”  When  used  as  a 
symbol  for  the  Holy  Spirit, 
the  dove  is  always 
descending. 


Manger  scene 


This  Christmas  manger  scene  of  the 
Holy  Family  was  designed  by  German 
artist  K.  Gelenberg.  That  he  has  been 
greatly  influenced  by  folk  art  is  evident 
in  this  sculpture. 
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1  Crusaders  Cross. 

1  history  dates  to  the 
Crusaders. 

Cross  of  Constantine.  The 
Chi  Rho  with  the  X  turned 
to  form  a  cross;  Christ  the 
conquering  King.  I 
Timothy  6:15. 

Cross  Bottonnee.  Three 
circles  at  the  end  of  each 
arm  symbolize  the  Holy 
Trinity.  II  Cor.  13:14. 


IHS  Cross.  IHS  symbolizes 
the  first  three  letters  of 
JESus  in  Greek. 

Maltese  Cross.  This  cross 
is  a  variation  of  the  Greek 
Cross,  in  which  each  arm 
broadens  out  from  the 
center  and  ends  in  twin 
points. 


Ansata  Cross.  This  is  the 
Christian  adaptation  of  the 
ancient  Egyptian  life 
symbol,  theankh. 


star  reminds  us  of  the  star 
which  led  the  Magi  to  the 
stable  in  Bethlehem. 


Carbuncle. 


Shepherd’s  Staff  Cross. 
This  cross  is  symbolic  of 
the  Old  Testament 
shepherds  and  the  parables 
of  Jesus. 


Star.  6-pointed  star  is  a 
monogram  for  “Jesus 
Christ.”  It  combines  the 
first  letter  (Iota)  of  our 
Lord’s  given  name,  Jesus, 
with  the  first  letter  (Chi)  of 
his  title,  Christ. 

Triology.  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost.  The  three 
intertwined  circles  sym¬ 
bolizes  the  doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Trinity. 


Chalice.  The  Lord’s 
Supper.  Mark  14:23-25. 


The  Crane.  Watching 
guard  while  Jesus  sleeps 
and  if  someone  comes,  he 
drops  the  pebble  to  awaken 
him. 


The  Ten  Commandments. 


The  Ship.  Through  a 
number  of  different  asso¬ 
ciations,  the  ship  came  to 
have  a  special  meaning  as 
symbolic  of  the  Church  of 
Christ. 
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Editorials 

Effort  to  ‘sanitize’  executions 
reflects  logical,  moral  confusion 


Although  he  was  a  social  outcast  and 
shunned  as  one  with  ‘‘blood  on  his 
hands,"  the  executioner  of  medieval 
times  was  tolerated  as  a  necessary  evil. 
He  was  also  a  living  and  gruesome 
reminder  of  society’s  power  to  extract 
from  its  disobedient  members  the 
‘‘ultimate  price"  of  their  lives.  There 
was  no  confusion  about  the  hangman’s 
identity  nor  the  horror  of  his  task. 

The  recent  introduction  of  a  “humane” 
execution-by-injection  suggests, 
however,  that  we  may  now  be  in  danger 
of  seriously  confusing  both  the  identity  of 
the  executioner  and,  by  extension,  the 
horrible  nature  of  his  task.  Dr.  Jonathan 
Weisbuch,  a  former  director  of  the 
Massachusetts  prison  health  system, 
stated  it  well.  Alluding  to  the  recent 
conjunction  of  two  unprecedented  events 
involving  medical  doctors  —  the 
implantation  of  an  artificial  heart  in  a 
human  body  and  the  execution  of  a 
convicted  murderer  by  a  lethal  injection  of 
drugs  —  Dr.  Weisbuch  observed:  “On  the 
one  hand  you  save  a  guy’s  life  with  a  plas¬ 
tic  heart  and  on  the  other  you  use  medical 
knowledge  to  kill  someone.  The  latter  is 
not  what  doctors  are  supposed  to  do.” 

As  Christians,  we  join  Dr.  Weisbuch  in 
deploring  the  use  of  medical  technology 
and  medical  personnel  to  perform  the 
hangman’s  task,  as  was  done  in  the 
recent  execution  of  Charles  Brooks  by 
the  State  of  Texas.  Even  though  he  did 
not  administer  the  lethal  chemicals,  a 
prison  physician.  Dr.  Ralph  Gray, 
performed  the  pre-execution  medical 
examination  of  the  victim  and  released 
drugs  under  his  control  for  the  injection. 
Other  medically  trained  members  of  his 
staff  were  involved  in  the  execution. 
Against  the  backdrop  of  a  centuries-old 
tradition  that  physicians  should  do  all  in 
their  power  to  preserve  life,  and  the 
American  Medical  Association’s  policy 
that  a  physician  “should  not  be  a  partici¬ 


pant  in  a  legally  authorized  execution," 
Dr.  Gray's  involvement  has  sparked  an 
intense  debate  regarding  the  ethical 
propriety  of  his  actions  —  as  well  it 
should  (see  related  article  in  this  issue). 

We  believe  that  it  is  grossly  inap¬ 
propriate  for  members  of  a  profession 
whose  code  of  ethics  requires  them  above 
all  “to  do  no  harm,”  to  be  involved  in  the 
killing  of  a  human  being,  even  though  it 
may  be  legal.  No  law  can  make  what  is 
wrong  right  No  effort  to  involve 
members  of  a  life-saving  profession  can 
“sanitize"  the  intentional  termination  of 
human  life.  No  new  method  can  make  a 
morally  repugnant  act  “humane.” 

Efforts  to  achieve  any  of  these 
inversions  of  fact  and  logic  only  add  to 
our  society’s  present  moral  confusion.  If 
we  reach  the  point  of  self-delusion  where 
doctors  can  become  executioners  without 
pangs  of  conscience,  and  a  new  multi¬ 
billion  dollar  missile  system  for  delivering 
nuclear  warheads  can  be  accepted  as  a 
“Peacekeeper.”  then  we  will  be  danger¬ 
ously  close  to  losing  the  ability  to  distin¬ 
guish  the  way  that  leads  to  life  from  the 
path  that  leads  to  destruction. 

On  the  eve  of  our  celebration  of  the 
birth  of  One  through  whom  God  offered 
abundant  life  to  a  world  ruled  by  sin  and 
death,  we  reaffirm  our  church’s 
unequivocal  opposition  "to  the  retention 
and  use  of  capital  punishment  in  any 
form  or  carried  out  by  any  means."  As 
we  worship  the  Prince  of  Peace  this 
Christmas,  we  should  redouble  our 
efforts  to  end  all  violent  means  of 
resolving  human  conflicts,  and  seek 
potentially  redemptive  ways  of 
punishing  those  who  violate  the  laws  of 
God  and  society.  By  banning  the 
executioner  in  all  his  guises  from  our 
lives,  we  would  remove  one  of  our 
society’s  most  costly  and  deceptive 
moral  anomalies:  killing  in  order  to 
teach  that  killing  is  wrong. 
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My  Witness 

The  ‘Holy  Family' passes  through 
our  lives ,  if  we  hut  recognize  them 
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'ONLY  GOD  had  tin  PATIENCE 
TO  BEGUN  THE  WORLD'S 
REDEMPTION  t*#A  BABY  A 


By  RODDY  J.  BLAND 
When  I  was  a  child  each  year  at 
Christmas  time  my  Mom  would  light  a 
candle  and  put  it  in  the  front  window. 
Each  time  I  asked  why,  she  would  reply 
"to  light  the  Holy  Family  on  their  way." 
My  little  brother  Tim  and  I  would  stand, 
nose  pressed  against  the  cold  window,  to 
see  if  we  could  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
Holy  Family  coming  down  our  street. 

All  we  ever  saw  was  people  we  already 
knew.  Mr.  “D  and  his  family  came 
down  the  street.  He  was  staggering 
drunk  as  usual.  He  was  cursing  his  wife 
and  slapping  his  son,  who  was  my  friend. 


right  in  front  of  our  house.  I  remember 
Mama  taking  a  box  of  fresh,  home  made 
cookies  out  to  them  and  wishing  them 
“Merry  Christmas.”  They  left  .  .  .  and 
still  Tim  and  I  searched  for  the  Holy 
Family. 

Mrs.  “J  walked  slowly  down  the 
street  with  a  small  sack  of  groceries.  She 
wore  the  same  faded,  patched  dress  and 
the  same  old  sweater  that  had  holes  in 
the  elbows.  She  went  home  to  an  empty, 
lonely  little  house,  knowing  that  another 
Christmas  would  be  spent  alone  because 
she  had  no  family. 

As  she  passed  by.  Mama  handed  a  box 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

The  resurrected  Christ  can  enable  us  to 
do  His  work  even  before  we  are  perfect 


We  should  find  more  effective 
wavs  to  combat  capital  crimes 


If  capital  punishment  is  a  barbaric, 
counter-productive  practice  that  is  out  of 
place  in  any  society  where  the  Christian 
faith  is  a  significant  influence  —  and  we 
believe  it  is  —  then  how  is  society  to  deal 
with  those  who  commit  capital  crimes? 

( See  preceding  editorial) . 

Two  reasons  are  often  cited  by  those 
who  favor  the  death  penalty:  Just  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  criminal’s  “debt  to  society” 
and  deterrence  of  similar  crimes  in  the 
future. 

It  is  popularly  believed  and  stated  that 
the  prospect  of  a  death  sentence  deters 
people  from  committing  murder.  This 
belief  is  refuted,  however,  by  numerous 
studies  comparing  the  murder  rates  in 
states  and  nations  which  impose  the 
death  penalty  with  those  which  do  not. 

If  we  accept  the  principle  of 
deterrence,  we  might  easily  improve  on 
private  executions  by  providing  either 
public  or  televised  executions.  If 
deterrence  alone  is  our  goal,  legalizing 
on-the-spot  execution  of  murderers  by 
police  officers  and/or  vigilante  groups 
would  undoubtedly  be  more  effective. 
While  such  practices  might  have  some 
deterrent  effect,  they  would  further 
undermine  the  rule  of  law  and  brutalize  a 
society  where  people  are  already  too 
willing  to  act  violently. 

“An  eye  for  an  eye”  and  “a  life  for  a 
life”  were  accepted  social  norms  during 
Old  Testament  times,  and  in  many  times 
since.  But  such  a  vengeful  approach  to 
crime  is  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  our  Lord 
who  came  to  seek  and  redeem  the  lost, 
and  who  taught  that  no  life  is  worthless  in 
the  sight  of  God.  Our  Lord  was  himself 
the  innocent  recipient  of  capital  punish¬ 
ment.  His  prayer  from  the  cross  was  not 
“Father,  avenge  my  death,’’  but 
“Father,  forgive  them 
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Many  crimes  we  hear  about  seem  so 
senseless  and  revolting  that  our  natural 
instinct  is  to  dish  out  an  equivalent 
punishment  for  the  offender.  But  no  act 
of  social  revenge  will  restore  a  life  which 
has  been  snuffed  out.  When  society  takes 
the  life  of  one  who  has  killed  another,  it 
sanctions  the  same  thing  it  condemns: 
killing.  A  civilized  society  should  seek  to 
preserve  and  enhance  life,  and  not  to 
place  itself  in  the  godlike  position  of 
deciding  who  should  be  allowed  to  live 
and  who  should  die. 

Crime  in  general,  and  murder  in 
particular,  pose  a  serious  problem  for 
our  society.  People  should  not  have  to 
fear  being  mugged,  raped  or  murdered 
white  innocently  walking  down  the  street. 

Simple  justice  dictates  that  the  rights  of 
criminals  should  not  take  precedence  over 
the  rights  of  those  who  obey  the  law. 

Executing  selected  murderers,  how¬ 
ever,  will  not  make  our  streets  safer  nor 
decrease  the  incidence  of  murder  in  our 
society.  Such  executions  only  demon¬ 
strate  that  our  society  still  regards  killing 
as  an  acceptable  way  to  solve  problems. 

We  believe  Christians  should  let  our 
governors,  our  state  legislators,  and  our 
law  enforcement  officials  know  that  we 
regard  the  death  penalty  as  an  immoral, 
costly  and  ineffective  solution  to  the 
problem  of  crime  in  our  society. 

And  if  we  really  want  to  help  deter 
crime,  we  should  give  our  vocal  support 
to  those  public  officials  who  advocate  the 
swift  arrest,  trial  and  sentencing  upon 
conviction  —  to  appropriately  long  terms 
of  imprisonment,  without  possibility  of  pa¬ 
role  —  of  those  who  commit  capital  crimes. 

On  the  UMR  Beat 

What  image  doe§  church 
convey  to  us?  To  others? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  your  “Letters  to 
the  Editor”  column.  Many  of  these 
letters  are  evidence  to  the  fact  that  God, 
through  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  speaks  to 
people  in  different  ways  and  causes  them 
to  live  different  lives  accordingly.  This  is 
as  it  should  be  in  light  of  our  different 
talents  and  different  personalities  and 
different  positions  in  life. 

However,  some  writers  are  very 
insistent  and  demanding  that  their  inter¬ 
pretation  and  their  way  is  the  "only” 
way.  Recently  the  thrust  of  one  letter 
was  that  Christians  should  not  bother  to 
help  other  people  until  their  own  life  was 
perfect  and  unblemished  (“  .  .  .  first  get 
the  beam  out  of  your  own  eye.”).  The 
next  week  another  writer  admonished 
that  those  who  believe  that  Christ’s  work 
can  occur  in  government  actions  are 
lame  brains  (“addle  pated”)  who  don’t 
read  and  understand  the  Bible. 

Nobody  is  perfect.  To  wait  until  we 
achieve  perfection  before  we  help  others 
is  a  “cop  out”  to  the  instructions  of  Christ 
to  “feed,  clothe,  visit,  heal  and  help” 
those  in  need. 

It  would  certainly  make  life  more 
pleasant  if  we  didn’t  visit  old  people  in 
nursing  homes  because  many  have 
started  to  lose  their  minds  and  give 
verbal  abuse.  Some  have  lost  control  of 
bodily  functions  and  the  place  smells 
bad.  Some  unintentionally  spit  food  on 
you  when  they  talk  to  you.  Yet  at  one 
time  they  were  healthy  like  us. 

Jail  visitations  are  not  always 
pleasant.  When  the  iron  door  closes 
behind  you,  you  wonder  if  something  will 
happen  and  you  won’t  get  out. 

Think  of  all  the  recreational  equipment 
or  the  better  car  you  could  have  if  you 
didn’t  donate  money  to  feed  the  hungry, 
protect  th^ environment,  clothe  the  poor, 
support  political  actions  which  will  help 
the  less  fortunate. 

But  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  felt  above 
these  things  and  you  do  them  because 
you  believe  it  is  what  Christ  wants,  not 
what  we  want. 

Christian  work  can  and  does  occur 
within  the  walls  of  a  church  or  Christian 
institution,  but  the  vast  majority  of 
Christian  action  occurs  outside  of  the 
church,  in  the  world.  That  is  where  I  see 
the  resurrected  Christ  working  in  the 
lives  and  actions  of  people 

Donald  L.  Hildebrand 
Union,  Illinois 

Christ’s  return  to  earth 
is  foretold  by  prophets 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  “Here  I 


Several  weeks  ago  we  published  an 
article  regarding  the  church’s  ministry 
to  unemployed  persons,  particularly  in 
areas  of  extremely  high  unemployment. 

I’ve  thought  many  times  since  about  a 
haunting  comment  in  that  article  by  Mr. 
Tom  Marshall,  an  unemployed  steel 
worker  and  United  Methodist  layman  in 
Buffalo,  New  York.  Recalling  his  mar¬ 
riage  in  the  church  21  years  previously, 
Mr.  Marshall  said:  “It’s  so  important  to 
belong  to  something  that  is  not  collapsing 
.  .  .  The  most  important  thing  the  church 
can  do  is  be  a  spiritual  source  for  its 
members  and  to  just  be  there.” 

As  a  compulsive  doer  and  “fixer,"  I 
might  never  have  thought  of  it  that  way. 
I,  and  many  others,  would  be  much  more 
likely  to  be  out  trying  to  create  special 
ministries  to  help  people  like  Mr. 
Marshall  find  a  job.  or  at  least  cope 
creatively  with  their  plight. 

But  the  more  I’ve  reflected  on  Mr. 
Marshall’s  comment,  the  more  it  rings 
true  to  my  own  experience.  From  the 
moment  of  my  birth  the  church  has  nur¬ 
tured  and  formed  me  like  no  other  institu¬ 
tion.  I  was  baptized,  raised  and  married 
under  the  guidance  of  the  church. 

Through  the  church.  I  have  learned  of 
God,  of  His  intention  for  the  world,  and 
for  my  life  and  destiny. 

From  the  church  I  have  learned  of  the 
need  to  recognize  and  combat  injustice, 
especially  among  "the  least”  of  the 
world’s  people  to  whom  so  much  of  our 
Lord’s  earthly  ministry  was  directed. 

In  fellowship  with  other  Christians,  I 
have  experienced  profound  joy  in  dedi¬ 
cating  the  lives  of  my  children  to  God,  and 
equally  profound  comfort  while  mourning 
the  deaths  of  persons  I  have  loved. 

So  if  I  were  suddenly  to  find  myself 
unemployed.  I’m  sure  that  I  would,  like 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 
Mr.  Marshall,  automatically  turn  to  the 
church  for  solace  and  for  strength.  Like 
him  I  would  find  in  the  mere  presence  of 
the  church  a  source  of  spiritual  strength 
and  a  reminder  of  my  continuing  worth 
as  a  child  of  God.  That  presence  must  pre¬ 
cede  and  undergird  any  special  ministry 
that  might  be  created  if  it  is  to  deal  effec¬ 
tively  with  my  special  problem. 

And  yet  ...  I  can’t  help  but  wonder 
about  all  the  millions  of  persons  who 
have  not  experienced  the  church  as  the 
imperfect  but  supremely  supportive 
fellowship  of  Christian  believers  I  know 
it  to  be.  What  of  those  whose  lives  have 
never  been  touched  directly  and  lovingly 
by  the  church?  What  of  those  who  are 
poor  and  hungry  and  unemployed 
who  look  at  the  church  and  see  a  distant, 
uncaring  fellowship  for  the  affluent? 
What  of  those  who  have  encountered 
staunch  church-goers  who  say  one  thing 
and  do  another  and  have  concluded  that 
the  church  is  a  bastion  of  hypocrisy 
rather  than  a  life-giving  source  of  truth? 

I  don’t  intend  to  spend  the  Christmas 
season  on  a  guilt  trip,  nor  will  I  try  to 
inflict  such  a  burden  on  others.  There’s 
no  cause  for  guilt  in  reflecting  senti¬ 
mentally  about  an  institution  that  has 
played  so  central  a  role  in  one’s  life.  It  is 
a  fact,  though,  that  more  persons  have 
chosen  to  shun  or  ignore  the  church  than 
to  identify  with  it.  While  glowing  in  the 
knowledge  that  God  will  be  present 
through  His  church  to  help  us  deal  with 
whatever  needs  may  confront  us 
tomorrow,  we  ought  also  to  do  a  lot 
better  job  of  reflecting  the  message  of 
Christ  and  being  the  church  to  others  — 
especially  those  who  are  poor,  jobless, 
exhausted,  or  otherwise  seriously  in  need 
of  spiritual  and  physical  comfort. 

-  SPURGEON  M  DUNNAM  III 


Stand”  article  by  Carl  Jones  on  the 
Scriptural  basis  for  Christ’s  return  to 
earth  ( See  UMR,  Dec.  3) . 

Being  somewhat  aware  of  the  diversity 
and  sometimes  grotesquery  of  tele¬ 
ological  theology,  or  theological 
teleology,  as,  for  instance,  a  "religion” 
which  teaches  that  He  will  return  to  the 
U.S.  and  set  up  a  theocratic  government 
here,  I  hesitate  to  venture  a  comment 
lest  I  seem  another  nut  or  smart  aleck. 

First,  note  Job’s  assertion  in  19:25 
“that  He  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  up¬ 
on  the  earth.” 

Specifically,  Mr.  Jones  states, 
"Actually,  it  is  impossible  to  find  a  Scrip¬ 
ture  or  Scriptures  in  the  New  Testament 
that  state  that  Jesus  will  ever  set  foot 
upon  this  earth  again.”  Does  this  imply 
that  Old  Testament  Scriptures  are 
invalid?  Assuming  that  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  prophets  are  dependable,  note,  we 
are  told  He  will  set  foot  on  this  earth 
again,  apparently  at  the  place  from 
which  He  ascended  and  some  attendant 
phenomena  are  described,  one  being  an 
alteration  of  the  topography  of  the  area. 

Zechariah  14:4  says,  “His  feet  shall 
stand  in  that  day  upon  the  mount  of 
Olives  .  .  .  and  the  mount  of  Olives  shall 
cleave  in  the  midst  thereof  toward  the  east 
and  toward  the  west,  and  there  shall  be  a 
great  valley." 

Wiley  Neal 

Tannersville,  Virginia 

Belief  in  Jesus’  return 
indispensable  to  Christians 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  article  by  the  Rev. 
Carl  V.  Jones  which  appeared  in  the  Dec. 

3  “Here  I  Stand"  column.  He  asks:  “Je¬ 
sus  Christ’s  return  to  earth  —  does  it 
have  Scriptural  basis?" 

I  believe  the  theology  of  which  Mr. 
Jones  writes  does  carry  the  authority  of 
the  Scripture  and  is  indispensable  to  the 
biblical  Christian. 

Wilbur  Pomeroy 
Dalton,  Massachusetts 

Morality,  not  economics, 
will  solve  our  problems 

To  the  Editor: 

According  to  the  article  headlined 
“Bishops  decry  economic  recession” 
(UMR,  Nov.  26),  six  bishops  plus 
representatives  from  several  agencies 
working  more  than  a  year  came  up  with 
a  solution  to  our  economic  problems:  a 
church  wide  study  of  economic  systems, 
different  from  our  own.  including 
communism.  If  they  had  spent  that  much 
time  studying  the  Bible.  I’m  sure  they 
could  have  come  up  with  a  much  better 
solution  than  that.  The  Bible,  in  Micah 
4:4,  definitely  excludes  Marxism  as  a 
lifestyle  for  Christians  by  positively 
proclaiming  the  right  to  private 
property. 

Most  of  our  problems  are  basically 
moral  and  their  solutions  cannot  be  found 
in  the  realm  of  politics,  economics,  so¬ 
ciology,  or  education.  They  must  be 
sought  in  the  realm  of  moral,  ethical,  and 
spiritual  concerns. 

If  poverty  and  hunger  were  economic 
problems  this  nation  could  have  solved 
them  100  years  ago.  A  dollar  will  fill  an 
empty  stomach  but  it  will  not  fill  an 
empty  heart. 

A  man  who  spent  many  years  criss¬ 
crossing  the  country  and  who  made  it  a 
point  to  find  out  in  every  city  he  visited 
stated,  “In  all  my  years  and  miles  of 
travel,  I  never  found  a  truly  dedicated 
Christian  in  a  soup  line.  ’’ 

There  can  be  no  quality  of  life  without 
the  rebuilding  of  the  American  person: 
morality,  pride,  optimism,  generosity, 
and  industry.  This  is  the  area  of  the 
church's  concern  and  I  would 
recommend  that  the  bishops  as  well  as 
laypersons  read  the  Bible  instead  of  the 
Communist  Manifesto,  especially  the 
following:  Psalms  37:3,  2  Chronicles 
7:14,  Matthew  6: 33,  and  Luke  6: 38. 

Orville  S.  Spencer 
La  Belle,  Florida 

Christians  should  not 
confuse  faith  and  nation 

To  the  Editor  : 

This  is  in  response  to  the  letter  from 
David  P.  Inman  headlined  “Peace  award 
story  called  propaganda"  (UMR.  Nov. 
19). 

I  am  amazed  to  read  the  idea  that 
anything  not  American  is  either  Marxist 
or  communist.  I  was  brought  up  as  a 
United  Methodist  in  Sierra  Leone  and 
was  taught  that  Christians  of  whatever 
denomination  should  be  tolerant  of  other 
people. 

It  must  be  understood  that  almost  all 
countries  in  the  world  are  independent 
and  sovereign,  and  are  not  political  or 


religious  appendages  of  the  United 
States.  As  a  result,  these  independent 
countries  have  their  own  social, 
political,  religious,  economic,  and 
cultural  patterns.  No  country  in  the 
world  is  bound  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
the  United  States. 

If  we  as  United  Methodists  are  to  help 
put  the  world  in  order  we  should  try  to 
understand  the  people  in  the  various 
countries  in  order  to  be  able  to  bring 
them  to  God.  But  we  are  not  perfect  our¬ 
selves.  When  we  pride  our  system  as  the 
best,  we  end  up  having  a  narrow  view 
about  things.  The  United  States  is  not  the 
world.  It  is  part  of  the  world  —  a  great 
country,  but  not  the  only  country. 

As  George  Eliot  once  said,  “Try  to  care 
about  something  in  this  world  besides  the 
gratification  of  small  selfish  desires  .  .  . 
Look  on  other  lives  besides  your  own.  See 
what  their  troubles  are,  and  how  they  are 
borne.” 

We  as  United  Methodists  should  be 
proud  of  our  heritage.  We  should  try  to 
communicate  with  people,  but  not  to 
impose  our  wishes  on  them.  We  should 
try  to  be  tolerant  and  not  judge  every¬ 
thing  not  ours  as  Marxist  or  communist. 
After  all,  you  go  to  your  church  and  I'll 
go  to  mine.  But  our  Father  built  them 
side  by  side,  so  let’s  walk  along  together. 
That  will  make  for  a  better  world  and  we 
might  have  served  our  Lord  better 

Thomas  K.  Goba 
Peoria,  Illinois 

More  broadcasting  for 
hearing-impaired  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Let  us  all  work  together  to  encourage 
the  TV  broadcast  industry  to  provide 
more  telecaptioned  programs  for 
hearing-impaired  persons.  Even  though 
ABC  and  the  financially  beleaguered 
Public  Broadcasting  System  are  in  the 
forefront  in  sensitivity  and  response  to 
the  needs  of  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions,  the  number  of  captioned  pro¬ 
grams  is  scant.  It  was  only  recently  that 
national  news  became  available  in  prime 
time  and  that  program  is  offered  by 
ABC.  Telecaption  adapters  and  tele¬ 
vision  receivers  are  available  and  have 
been  for  several  years.  The  lack  is  cap¬ 
tioned  broadcasts. 

Consider  the  strides  that  have  been 
made  in  assisting  others  with  limited 
mobility;  special  parking  places,  ramps, 
positioning  of  elevator  controls,  et.  al. 
Why  should  not  hearing-impaired 
persons  be  helped  also?  From  my  obser¬ 
vations,  the  hearing-impaired  are  all  too 
frequently  isolated.  Let’s  all  work 
together  to  bring  them  back  into  our 
society's  mainstream. 

I  am  trying  to  do  all  that  I  can.  I  have 
written  to  the  presidents  of  both  CBS  and 
NBC.  I  have  also  written  to  the  media 
editor,  Geraldine  Fabrikant,  of  "Busi¬ 
ness  Week”  asking  her  to  do  an  indepth 
study  and  publish  an  article  on  this  sub¬ 
ject.  This  is  a  very  modest  beginning, 
and  there  is  much,  much  more  to  be 
done.  One  voice  does  not  carry  much  in¬ 
fluence;  rather  a  very  large  chorus  all  in 
the  same  key  is  needed. 

I.  C.  Flanders 

Knoxville,  Tennessee 


Roddy  Bland 

of  her  own  dresses,  blouses,  and  a 
sweater  to  me.  “Please  take  this  to  ‘Mrs. 

J  _’  and  wish  her  Merry  Christmas.  And 
boys,  give  her  a  big  hug  .  they  may  be 
the  only  hugs  she  will  get  this 
Christmas.”  We  didn’t  want  to  leave  the 
house  .  .  .  what  if  the  Holy  Family  came 
while  we  were  away  from  the  window  .  .  . 
but  we  went,  took  the  clothes,  gave  our 
hugs,  then  raced  back  home. 

Later  Kenneth  came  riding  down  the 
street  on  his  bike.  His  mother  had  been 
sick  for  a  long  time  ...  his  dad  was  in 
prison  .  .  .  and  his  6  brothers  and  sisters 
were  all  small.  Mama  took  Tim  and  me 
into  our  rooms  and  asked  us  to  fill  a  box 
with  our  toys  for  the  younger  children, 
then  she  took  two  of  Dady’s  new  shirts 
and  together  went  with  us  to  deliver  the 
toys,  shirts,  and  the  food  she  had 
prepared  for  Kenneth’s  family.  Tim  and 
I  went,  hoping  that  we  would  not  miss 
the  Holy  Family  if  they  came,  then  we 
rushed  back  home  to  our  place  by  the 
window  .  .  .  hoping  .  .  .  hoping  this  would 
be  the  year  that  the  Holy  Family  came 
down  our  street  .  .  .  BUT  .  .  .  THEY 
NEVER  CAME  ...  OR  DID  THEY? 

I  read  the  following  words  the  other 
night:  “He  was  in  the  world  but  the  world 
knew  Him  not.  He  came  to  His  own  home 
and  His  own  people  knew  Him  not.” 

Those  early  Christmases  came  back  to 
me  .  .  .  and  I  began  to  understand  what 
Mama  had  been  trying  to  teach  us  each 
year  during  Christmas  —  with  candles 
and  talk  of  the  Holy  Family  —  and  gifts 
of  love  to  those  in  need. 

The  Holy  Family  had  come  to  our 
home  many,  many  times  —  and  I  had  not 
recognized  them.  They  continue  to  come 
by  my  office  —  and  my  home  —  and  your 
place  of  employment —  and  still  they  are 
not  always  recognized. 

This  year,  once  again  we  will  place 
candles  in  our  windows  at  home  and  I 
will  stand  with  my  nose  pressed  against 
the  cold  window.  I  will  be  looking  for  the 
Holy  Family,  but  this  year  I  hope  to 
recognize  them  as  they  come  in  the  form 
of  the  poor  and  the  needy,  the  rejected 
and  the  unwanted,  the  lonely,  unlovely, 
the  defeated  and  those  filled  with  despair. 

To  the  Christian  and  the  Jew,  the 
Buddhist  and  the  Moslem,  to  persons  of 
all  religious  faiths  and  to  those  who 
claim  no  religious  faith  at  all,  of  one 
thing  I  am  certain :  Even  as  we  recognize 
our  fundamental  differences,  the 
Christmas  season  can  unite  us  in  a 
common  spirit  and  belief  that  love  is 
stronger  than  hate  ...  that  compassion 
is  better  than  indifference  .  .  .  that 
acceptance  and  brotherhood  are  superior 
to  rejection  .  .  .  and  that  together  we  can 
bring  about  a  better  place  to  live. 

Is  that  really  possible?  I  am  convinced 
it  is  possible!  Yes,  it’s  possible  if  we  are 
willing  to  stoop  down  ATid  considfe^'the 
needs  of  little  children  ...  to  be  sensitive 
to  the  concerns  of  the  elderly  ...  to 
respond  to  the  loneliness  and  isolation  of 
persons  different  from  ourselves  ...  to 
offer  ourselves  as  gifts  of  love  to  others  . . 
to  trim  our  lamps  so  they  will  give  more 
light  and  less  smoke.  Yes,  it’s  possible. 

Join  me  this  week  in  lighting  our 
candles,  in  pressing  our  noses  to  the 
windows  of  a  cold  world,  in  watching  for 
“the  holy  Family,”  and  in  responding  in  a 
spirit  of  love. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Roddy  J.  Bland,  is  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Sugarland,  Texas  (Texas  Conference). 

Immanuel 

Little  baby, 

Who  could  know 
That  your  life 
Would  touch  us  so? 

Stout  young  man, 

Who  could  guess 
That  your  words 
Would  bring  unrest? 

Slain  king, 

Who  would  dream 
That  your  death 
Could  make  us  clean? 

Risen  Lord! 

Now  we  know 
Why  your  presence 
Cheers  us  so. 


Harley  Garrett  is  a  United 
Methodist  layman  in  New  York. 

What  he  knows  is  that  his  in¬ 
vestment  in  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund  is  presently 
bringing  him  a  safe  9  percent 
each  year. 

What  Harley  also  knows  is  that 
his  dollars  in  UMDF  are  helping 
create  new  Christian  communities 


all  across  the  nation.  Not  just  in 
New  York,  but  in  Alabama.  In 
Texas.  In  the  West  and  Midwest. 

Wouldn't  you  like  to  join  him? 
Write  today  for  details. 

Nova  A.  Langston 
UMDF,  Room  303-G 
475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 
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End  of  an  era  feared 


Faith  aids  jobless 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

THE  IRON  RANGE,  Minn.  -  On 
Christmas  Eve,  the  unemployment  rate 
among  workers  across  this  120-mile-long 
mining  range  stands  at  more  than  50 
percent  —  that’s  right,  50  percent ! 

People  up  here  feel  a  little  like  the  joke 
told  by  residents  of  Ely  about  their  town 
on  the  northern  edge  of  the  Range : 

“This  isn’t  the  end  of  the  world,  but  you 
can  see  it  from  here." 

United  Methodists  interviewed  here  in 
December  by  the  Reporter 
acknowledged  the  fear  that  after 
Christmas  they  may  see  the  end  of  the 
“world”  as  they  have  known  it  for 
decades.  It  has  been  a  world  almost 
totally  dependent  on  the  mines  which 
paid  high  wages  to  those  who  settled  in 
this  isolated  region.  Wages  of  $20,000  to 
$30,000  are  said  to  have  been  common  for 
even  beginning  miners. 

However,  when  the  mines  do  re-open, 
they  never  will  come  close  to  the  scale  of 
operation  of  previous  years,  everybody 
here  is  predicting. The  U.S.  steel  and  auto 
industries  won’t  be  able  to  support  that, 
they  said. 

Not  the  end  of  the  world 

Many  United  Methodists  said  they  are 
beginning  to  understand  that  the  end  of 
material  abundance  is  not  the  end  of  the 
world.  They  said  the  church  and  the  faith 
represented  in  the  celebration  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus  have  been  essential  to 
their  surviving  the  devastation  of  the 
worst  U.S.  economic  situation  since  the 
Great  Depression. 

One  woman  said  her  Christian  faith 
had  helped  her  shift  her  mind  from  a 
framework  of  material  growth  to  an 
attitude  that  looks  for  growth  in  other 
areas. 

Several  towns  are  like  Aurora  with  a 
population  of  some  2,500  and  an 
unemployment  rate  of  80  percent. 

A  visitor  soon  realizes  that  the  town 
is  holding  together  fairly  well  — 
primarily  because  of  the  protections 
woven  into  the  fabric  of  the  American 
social  system. 

Social  security  payments  aren’t  high, 
but  the  monthly  checks  to  retirees  keep  a 
lot  of  money  pumping  through  the  town. 
So  do  unemployment  checks.  In  addition, 
certain  concessions  gained  by  the  unions 
over  the  years  have  resulted  in  a  helpful 
.  level  of  supplemental  benefits. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Johnson  of  Aurora 
,  UMC  warns  that  appearances  may  be 
deceptive.  Within  a  couple  of  months, 
many  benefits  will  run  out. 

“When  the  mines  shut  down  last  June, 
it  was  kind  of  a  picnic,”  he  says.  “The 
weather  was  good  People  traveled.  But 
the  kids  have  had  to  be  back  in  school  for 
awhile,  the  .hard  weather  has  hit,  the 
families  are  tied  down. 

“We’re  starting  to  see  anger  and 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  flight  of  the 
Holy  Family  to  Egypt  for  the  safety 
of  the  baby  Jesus  is  a  reminder  to 
Christians  this  Christniastide  of  how 
closely  Jesus’  experiences  resemble 
those  of  persons  today  experiencing 
homelessness,  fear,  hunger  and 
dislocation. 

Some  Christians  in  joyous 
obedience  and  gratitude  for  the 
coming  of  the  Savior,  are  reaching 
out  with  love  and  care  to  those  who 
are  hurting.  Other  Christians  are 
finding  strength  in  their  faith  to 
endure  the  hardships  thrust  upon 
them  by  the  economy.  See  reports 
below  on  two  regions  particularly 
affected  by  economic  dislocation 
this  winter  and  on  how  faith  brings 
hope  to  seemingly  hopeless 
situations. 

depression,”  Mr.  Johnson  said.  “A  few 
months  down  the  line  people  will  have  to 
come  to  grips  with  the  fact  that  their 
lives  may  have  to  go  on  without  the  mines.” 

The  Rev.  Terry  Tilton  of  the  Eveleth 
and  Virginia  United  Methodist  churches 
expresses  a  greater  concern.  He  says 
people  are  not  facing  up  to  what  is  really 
happening  and  are  not  doing  the  planning 
that  is  needed  to  avoid  catastrophe  down 
the  line. 

Churches  are  running  an  impressive 
string  of  much-used  food  pantries. 
Church  volunteers  were  organized  and 
trained  by  the  federally-funded  com¬ 
munity  action  program  worker  in  the 
area.  That  worker  also  has  been  teaching 
unemployed  persons  —  especially  the 
younger  adults  —  how  to  garden.  She 
secured  land  from  the  mines  for  free  use. 

Persons  who  have  run  out  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  benefits  are  receiving  emergency 
federal  aid  for  some  fuel.  Much  of  the 
heat  this  winter,  however,  is  from  the 
wood  chopped  from  federal  and  mining 
land  by  unemployed  workers. 

You  can  drive  into  Ely,  but  the  only 
way  to  go  farther  north  is  by  canoe. 


AURORA,  Minn.  —  The  Ericksons  —  Ron.  Jill  (1).  Shirlee  and  Cole  (3)  — 
stand  in  front  of  a  shutdown  iron  taconite  mining  pit,  the  symbol  of  a 
depressed  economy  that  may  not  have  a  place  for  young  families  for  years. 
Mr.  Erickson  said  he  praises  his  church  community  for  reaching  out  to  his 
family  and  keeping  up  their  spirit.  reporter  piioto  by  roy  Howard  beck, 


CLASSIFIED 

ONE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO'S  oldest  residence  clubs 
for  young  women  pursuing  careers  and  professional 
studies  is  now  accepting  applications  for 
bookkeeper.  Seeking  refined  women  able  to  counsel, 
teach  money  management  skills,  and  be  on  call 
Private  suite  and  meals.  Salary'  negotiable.  Relocate 
to  San  Francisco's  Nob  Hill  area.  Position  open  2-1 

83.  Send  resume  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush 
Street.  San  Francisco.  CAW109.  Attention:  Ms.  Hall 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for  long-established  UM 

non-profit  multi-services  agency  i  residential  care 
for  youth,  foster  care,  family  services,  special 
education  i  100*  staff  $2*  million  operating 
budget  MSW  or  equivalent  and  previous  experience 
as  chief  executive  required.  Fund  raising  experience 
a  definite  plus,  in  addition  to  proven  skills  as 
generalist  administrator  Salary  open  Resumes  by 
January  15.  1983  to  Search  Committee.  Gateway. 
6350  Main  Street  Williamsville.  New  York  14221.  j 

DIRECTOR:  YOUTH  AND  EVANGELISM  -  work 

with  downtown  church.  This  is  an  immediate 
opening  Need  energetic  person  to  rebuild  strong 
program  Salary  negotiable.  Experience  and 
Jachelor's  Degree  desirable.  Send  resume  and 
picture  to  Rev  John  M.  Fletcher.  P.  O.  Box  1156, 
West  Palm  Beach.  FI.  3340? 

DIRECTOR  Oh  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/PRO¬ 
GRAM  -  full-time  position  with  emphasis  on  youth. 
Salary  negotiable  Active,  multi-staff  church  located 
in  northern  suburbs  of  Washington,  D  C.  Send  re¬ 
sume.  bv  February  1.  1983,  to:  Millian  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church.  Parkland  and  Grenoble 

Last  chance  to  WALK  THROUGH  THE 

CENTURIES  on  tour  with  Doug  Fleming, 

formation,  call  <  301 )  946-2500 

experienced  tour  host.  Egypt  and  the  Nile  as  far  as 

Abu  Simbel;  Greece  and  5  Greek  Isles  via  Aegean 
cruise.  Holland  at  Tulip  blooming  time.  Departing 
April  16. 1983.  Ask  for  copy  of  DIT  Standards  Write: 
Doug  Fleming.  8934  S.  67  E.  Ave..  Tulsa,  OK  74133 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  for  suburban 

Kansas  City  (Johnson  County)  church  of  2,100 
members  with  active  youth  program.  Send  resume 
and 7 or  inquirv  to  Hobart  Hildyard.  Pastor.  Valley 
View  United  Methodist  Church.  9105  Woodward, 

TIRED  OF  ADDRESSING  newsletters'.’  We  prov  ide 

Shawnee  Mission.  KS06212.  Phone  (913>  642-4400 

neat,  self-sticking  labels.  Fast,  dependable, 
reasonable.  Write:  Economy  Label  Service,  Box  908, 
Inola.  OK  74036 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR:  August  1-14.  1983.  Jordan. 

Israel.  Egypt  $1,996  from  New  York  includes  meals, 
deluxe  hotels,  tours,  transportation.  Contact  Dr. 

WOULD  YOU  INVEST  $100  in  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Church  and  receive  9%  interest9  Write 
UMDF,  Room  303B,  475  Riverside  Drive,  NY,  NY 
10115. 

Stanlev  Harrell,  5604  Chesterfield  Dr.  Temple  Hills, 
MD  20748 

PEW  CUSHIONS  Reversible  or  attached 

NOB  HILL.  MARY  ELIZABETH  Inn.  1040  Bush 

Street.  Dpt  UMR  San  Francisco,  CA  91109. 
Christian  residency  for  young  women  pursuing 
careers  and  professional  studies  now  accepting 
applications.  Send  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 
for  information,  rates  and  application 

Manufacturing  Inc  ,  P.  O  Box  587,  Keene,  TX  76059 
Phone  (817  )  645-9203  ! 

WRITE  l  oll  INFORMATION  on  HOLT  LAND 

TRIP  with  Dr  Charles  L.  Allen.  First  United  Metho¬ 
dist  Church.  901  Clay  St.,  Houston,  Texas  77002.  | 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND 

YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  1,500  members  in  fast  grow¬ 
ing  area  of  Florida.  Send  resume,  including  educa¬ 
tion  background,  training,  experience  and  recent 
photo.  Full  time,  salary  negotiable  based  on  experi¬ 
ence,  education  and  specific  skills.  Send  information 
to:  Rev  Brad  Dinsmore,  Lake  Magdalene  United 

EDUCATIONAL  COORDINATOR:  1.200-member 

Dallas  church  serving  a  professional  constituency 
needs  a  part  time  Educational  Coordinator  with 
emphasis  on  children's  ministry  Experience  and 
college  degree  helplul.  Salary  $8,000  annually. 
Please  send  resume  to  P.  O.  Box  221076,  Dept.  K. 
Dallas.  TX  75222 

Methodist  Church,  13102  Lake  Magdalene  Blvd  . 
Tampa.  FL  33618 

A  B  DICK  3UM  Electronic  Stencil  Maker  ($700.00) 
and  Roneo  tf70  Electric  Mimeograph  Machine 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastoi. 

Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 
Administrators.  Available  on  TRS-80  and  Osborne 

Grossman.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box 
553.  Kingsville.  TX  7836.1,  (5121  592-2632 

hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing. 
J326A  Seventh  Avenue.  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96R16-2646 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH-ACTIVITIES  Director  needed 

at  once  Must  be  experienced  and  trained.  Good 

WANTED  -  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  and  \  outh  Worker 

for  Methodist  Church  In  North  East  Texas  Full  or 
Part  time.  If  interested  contact  pastor.  <214  )  645- 
3431. 

salarv  and  working  conditions.  Send  resume  to: 
First'  United  Methodist  Church.  P  O.  Box  577, 
Carthage.  TX  75633  or  phone  (214)  693-5227  or  693- 
3459 

There  are  few  easy  ways  to  leave  the 
Range  with  the  current  U.S.  economic 
climate,  and  the  feeling  of  entrapment  is 
setting  in  with  the  sub-zero  weather. 

They  want  to  retire  —  but  can’t 

The  jeweler  peering  over  his 
magnifying  eye-glass  from  behind  the 
counter  had  not  expected  to  still  be  in 
business  this  Christmas  season. 

“I’m  ready  to  retire,”  says  Don  Rodby, 
a  member  of  the  Aurora  UMC.  “This 
store  has  been  for  sale  for  a  year.  ” 

With  half  of  all  workers  unemployed, 
business  has  declined  drastically.  Sales 
on  this  night  are  about  as  hot  as  the 
windy,  10-degree-below  darkness 
outside. 

“But  I  can’t  imagine  anybody  coming 
up  here  to  go  into  business.  I  wouldn’t.” 

Ellen  Rodby  takes  a  watch  for  repair 
from  a  manager  of  the  closed  local  mine 
and  then  stands  at  her  husband’s  side. 
They  are  caught  in  the  middle  of  what 
many  experts  believe  is  a  revolutionary 
shift  in  America’s  economy  from  heavy 
industry  to  high-technology  and  service. 
Some  persons  believe  a  quarter  of  the 
residents  will  have  to  leave  the  Range  if 
those  experts  are  correct. 

“We  never  traveled  or  took  long 
vacations,"  Mr.  Rodby  says.  “We  were 
always  building  up  the  business.  We 
looked  forward  to  selling  the  business  at 
retirement  so 
we  could  travel. 
We  never  gave  it 
a  thought  that 
we  wouldn’t  be 
able  to  sell  it. 

“We’ll  do  al¬ 
right,  though. 
We  knew  the  De- 
pression.  We 
were  careful 
and  didn't  spend  everything  we  had.” 

“I  feel  like  the  Lord  is  leading  us  to 
stay  as  long  as  we  have  to,”  Mrs.  Rodby 
says. 

Family  is  ‘waiting’  out  Advent 

The  Advent  theme  of  waiting  describes 
the  lives  of  unemployed  persons  such  as 
Ron  Erickson,  another  Aurora  UMC 
member. 

He  has  been  waiting  seven  months  for 
the  reopening  of  his  mine.  He  waits  for 
news  that  the  U.S.  economy  is  picking  up. 
He  waits  for  unemployment  checks  — 
but  not  for  long.  They’ll  stop  coming  in 
January. 

He  and  other  miners  with  less  than  20 
years  of  seniority  receive  no  help  from 
their  company  or  union  because  their 
supplemental  pay  fund  is  exhausted. 

In  January,  the  company  health 
insurance  plan  will  cease  to  cover  him 
and  his  family.  Savings  are  running  out. 

Most  mines  are  expected  to  reopen  in 
April.  But  miners  with  less  than  10,  15  or 
maybe  even  20  years  seniority  probably 
won't  be  called  back  for  at  least  a  couple 
of  years  until  old-timers  retire,  persons 
within  company  management  told  the 
Reporter. 

Mr.  Erickson  is  waiting  until  April  to 
find  if  he  might  get  lucky  and  be  called 
back. 

Sitting  at  the  kitchen  table  of  their 
Christmas-decorated  home,  Shirlee 
Erickson  says,  “Our  million-dollar 
question  is,  ‘What  are  we  going  to  do  if  he 
doesn’t  get  called  back?  Do  we  send  him 
away  to  look  for  a  job?’  There’s 
unemployment  everywhere.” 

The  Ericksons  don’t  want  to  end  up  like 
the  homeless  job  seekers  in  Houston  (see 
story  elsewhere  on  this  page).  They  say 
they  would  send  him  only  to  an  area  where 
they  know  somebody  he  could  live  with 
while  searching  for  a  job.  Shirlee,  Cole  (3) 
and  Jill  ( 1 )  would  stay  on  the  Range. 

“If  we  leave,  we  won’t  be  able  to  sell 
the  house,”  Mrs.  Erickson  says. 

Already  many  homes  have  been 
abandoned  as  unemployed  persons  — 
especially  “pack-sackers”  as  Rangers 
call  persons  not  born  on  the  Range  — 
have  given  up  hope  here. 

For  the  Ericksons  and  others,  it  is  an 
agonizing  wait  to  find  whether  they  can 
survive. 

But  for  the  Ericksons,  there  isn’t  the 
devastation  of  idle  waiting.  In  talking 
about  it,  they  observe  that  unemployed 
persons  in  their  church  are  keeping 
active  and  for  the  most  part  escaping 
depression. 

Other  friends,  however,  have  become 
immobilized,  the  Ericksons  say.  “They 
lie  around  watching  TV  all  day  and  drive 
each  other  crazy.” 

United  Methodist  ministers  backed  up 
the  observation  about  their  members, 
saying  they  have  been  impressed  at  the 
way  miners  in  their  congregations  have 
become  involved  in  full-time  volunteer 
work,  such  as  running  the  food  pantries 
and  working  on  church  buildings. 

Mr.  Erickson  credits  his  church  com¬ 
munity  with  looking  out  for  him,  giving 
him  odd  carpentry  jobs  and  keeping  up 
his  spirits. 

But  he  adds  soberly,  “If  things  at  the 
mine  don’t  change  by  April,  all  our 
money  will  be  gone.” 

Beneath  the  brightly  lit  Christmas 
decorations  hanging  along  the  main 
street  of  Eveleth,  garish  signs  beckon 
passersby  to  the  Red  Garter  Lounge,  the 
Pour  House,  Easy  Street  Saloon  and  to 
Jack’s,  Bob’s  and  the  Sportman’s  Bars. 

One  block  up  the  hill  along  Adams 
Street,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
building  sits  on  a  dark  street  with  two 
other  churches. 

“We  had  10  churches;  now  we’re  down 
to  four  in  this  town,"  the  Rev.  Terry 
Tilton  says. 

The  fact  that  the  club  parking  lots  are 
filled  in  the  evenings  is  indicative  of  a 
major  problem  in  the  range,  the  United 
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TENT  CITY,  Tx.  —  Bill  (the  only  name  he  used),  his  daughter  and  granddaughter  amuse  one  another  on  a 
chilly  morning  outside  their  makeshift  home  in  "Tent  City"  near  Houston.  They  are  among  the  nearly  150  persons 
living  east  of  Houston  who  have  caught  the  attention  of  several  Houston  congregations.  One  church  —  Bill  wasn't 
sure  of  its  name  —  has  agreed  to  bring  at  least  one  toy  per  child  if  the  camp’s  adults  will  provide  a  listing  accord¬ 
ing  to  age  and  sex.  Bill  said  “Tent  City”  expects  but  has  no  promises  of  major  donations  of  food.  Bill  said  his 
wife  normally  feeds  10  to  12  persons  per  night,  including  her  son-in-law’s  father,  an  unmarried  daughter  and 
that  daughter’s  fiance.  reporter  photo  bv  john  a.  lovelace 


The  ivell-offhave  tents 

Churches  mobilize 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON  Two  weeks  before 
Thanksgiving,  the  Rev.  Kelly  Williams 
decided  he  had  taken  all  he  could  of  the  TV 
and  newspaper  and  national  magazine 
stories  about  Tent  City.”  the  grungy 
clump  of  shacks  and  lean-tos  and 
homeless  people  camped  out  40  miles 
east  of  his  affluent  Houston  congregation. 

He  wasn't  mad.  “I  just  got  aware  that 
if  I  was  going  to  enjoy  the  holidays,  I 
had  to  get  personally  involved  in 
helping  those  people,  and,  if  I  didn’t,  the 
very  rocks  would  cry  out  against  me." 

Dr  Williams,  the  ruddy,  fast¬ 
charging  pastor  for  25  years  at  4,500 
member  Chapelwood  UMC,  called  his 
longtime  friend,  the  Rev.  Eugene 
Cragg,  at  nearby,  likewise  affluent, 
7,000-member  Memorial  Drive  UMC. 

“I  told  him,  'Cragg,  we  gotta  do  some¬ 
thing  '  He  said  they  wanted  to,  too. 

It's  a  long  drive  through  some  of 
Houston's  densest  traffic  from  their 
churches  in  western  Houston  to  "Tent 
City.”  The  scenery  along  the  way  is 
uninspiring  at  best,  marked  by 
industrial  grime,  and  depressing  in 
either  wet  or  cold  weather,  which  the 
area  has  a  lot  of  this  time  of  year. 

"Tent  City”  is  actually  an 
encampment  in  a  roadside  park  on  the 
banks  of  the  San  Jacinto  River  where  it 
flows  under  Hwy.  90  from  Houston  to 
Baytown.  The  150  or  so  adults,  children 
and  family  pets,  mostly  dogs,  are 
camped  unlawfully  on  state  property, 
but  no  one  is  hassling  them  yet,  they 
say .  The  ones  really  well  off  have  tents ; 
the  others  have  makeshift  shacks  of 
cardboard  or  sheet  metal,  and  many 
sleep  in  their  cars  or  vans. 

Christmas  will  be  a  bit  spare  this 
year  at  "Tent  City”  outside  Houston. 
The  former  truck  drivers,  oil  field 
workers  and  general  laborers  and  their 
families  are  out  of  cash,  gasoline,  fresh 
clothing  and  contact  with  kinfolks  back 
home  in  such  places  as  Arkansas, 
Mississippi,  and  Arizona,  or  many  even 
in  the  Houston  area. 


“Cragg  and  I  went  out  one  evening.” 
Dr.  Williams  continues.  “We  just 
walked  up  and  started  talking.  They 
were  standing  around  the  fire,  visiting. 
Word  got  out  that  we  were  preachers. 
But  we  didn't  try  to  preach  to  them. 

“We  said,  ‘If  we  could  get  you  a  job, 
would  you  drive  across  town  to  take  it?’ 
And  we  found  a  lot  of  pride  in  some  of 
those  people.  Three  young  women  said 
they  would,  and  I  gave  them  $4  for 
gasoline.  The  next  morning,  they 
showed  up  at  my  church.  And  Cragg 
and  I  between  us  have  kept  them  busy 
ever  since.  His  church  found  them  a 
couple  of  apartments  at  $400  per  month 
rent.  We  told  them  we  would  pay  the 
first  month  and  pay  their  electricity 
and  help  them  eam  enough  to  take  it 
from  there.  I  asked  some  of  my  men  if 
they  could  hire  their  husbands,  and  a 
couple  said  they  would  even  if  they're 
not  really  hiring  anyone  right  now." 

Two  young  mothers  who  got  a  fresh 
start  with  the  help  of  Dr.  Williams  and 
Dr.  Cragg  were  dusting  blinds, 
washing  windows  and  scraping  glue  off 
primary-age  church  school  classroom 
tables  at  Memorial  Drive  UMC  when 
this  reporter  arrived. 

Judy  Aldridge,  29.  said  she  and  her 
husband  and  their  two  boys,  age  9  and 
“almost  9,”  ended  up  in  Tent  City  after 
his  oil  field  company  shut  down.  He  was 
a  mechanic  and  mechanical  consultant, 
making  good  money,  and  they  were 
leasing  a  home  in  Conroe,  40  miles  from 
here. 

They  came  back  to  Houston,  her 
hometown,  in  August  looking  for  work. 
And  except  for  the  church  jobs  and 
occasional  work  her  husband  finds,  this 
has  been  it  for  their  family. 

“Sure  I  knew  about  Tent  City,”  Mrs. 
Aldridge  says  with  a  laugh.  “I  used  to 
swim  in  the  river  out  there  when  I  was  a 
girl.  I  never  dreamed  I’d  live  out  there. 
We  camped  out  there  five  months,  and 
I’ll  tell  you  the  thrill  is  gone  for  me  for 
camping  out." 

Jana  Crawford,  27,  said  their  troubles 
started  when  her  husband  fell  off  a 
building  and  broke  his  ribs.  He  wasn’t 


help 

eligible  for  workmen’s  compensation, 
and  they  and  their  then  three-month-old 
baby  had  to  move  from  their 
apartment. 

For  the  first  two  months  at  Tent  City 
they  lived  in  their  1971  Datsun  station 
wagon.  The  old  car,  which  they  bought 
for  $20,  became  so  important  to  them 
that  they  named  it  Susan.  Then  they 
bought  a  couple  of  tents,  “but  they 
leaked  real  bad.”  They  lived  at  Tent 
City  eight  months. 

Now  they’re  gone  —  for  good,  they 
hope  —  from  Tent  City.  Mrs.  Aldridge, 
who  grew  up  a  Baptist,  and  Mrs. 
Crawford,  a  former  Roman  Catholic, 
agree  with  little  prompting  that  the 
people  at  Chapelwood  and  Memorial 
Drive  UMCs  are  “great,  fantastic. 
They’ve  given  us  the  opportunity  to 
help  ourselves.” 

Dr.  Williams  said  he  personally  gave 
$1,000  to  his  church’s  Tent  City  ministry 
and  challenged  —  successfully  — 
several  laypersons  to  match  him.  One 
rancher  gave  six  steers. 

Both  he  and  Dr.  Cragg  said  that  some 
meirrt5ers  who  hadn’t  been  active  or  con¬ 
tributed  in  years  have  been  motivated  to 
help  Tent  City  people.  But  both  were  also 
more  excited  about  their  congregational 
outreach  ministries  which  were  there 
long  before  Tent  City  sprang  up. 

Dr.  Williams  talked  most  about  his 
church’s  program  known  as 
“Chapelwood  Shares  Its  Gifts.”  It 
happens  every  fifth  Sunday  night,  and 
people  bring  $100,  $50,  $20  or  smaller 
gifts  for  missions. 

“We  spent  $400,000  on  mission  things 
this  year,  and  we  ought  to  spend  more," 
said  Dr.  Williams.  Their  outreach 
includes  supporting  a  missionary  in 
India,  a  Hispanic  church  in  San 
Marcos,  Tex.,  and  paying  missions 
apportionments  in  full. 

Dr.  Cragg  said  his  is  one  of  the  most 
unselfish  congregations  he  has  seen. 
“There's  a  steady  stream  of  people 
coming  here  for  help,  and  it’s  nothing  to 
see  a  couple  of  new  people  on  our 
custodial  staff  like  Jana  and  Judy.  We 
don’t  give  people  money.  But  we  will 
give  them  a  job." 

He's  excited  about  Memorial  Drive's 
Christmas  basket  program  this  year, 
which  is  expected  to  hand  out  at  least  500 
baskets  with  food,  clothing  and  toys  to 
those  who  will  come  and  get  it.  "But 
we’re  not  a  Christmas  basket  church." 

What  Dr.  Cragg  says  he’s  really  excit¬ 
ed  about  is  his  congregation’s  Jan.  1 
takeover  of  Larkin  Street  Community 
Center  in  the  heart  of  an  inner-city  His¬ 
panic  area  eight  miles  from  the  church. 

Memorial  Drive  UMC  has  budgeted 
$80,000  for  1983  to  operate  the  center. 
This  includes  a  new  full-time  director,  a 
veteran  public  school  administrator, 
Dr.  Elton  Tielke,  who  took  early 
retirement  at  age  57  to  put  his  tri¬ 
lingual  (German,  Spanish,  English) 
abilities  and  experience  to  work  in 
missions. 

The  two  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  have  gone  together  with  13 
others,  including  one  Jewish,  to 
organize  Memorial  Assistance 
Ministries  (MAM).  They’ve 
incorporated  as  a  non-profit  group  to 
meet  emergency  needs,  pay  utilities, 
make  job  referrals,  provide  clothes, 
food,  rent  money  and  a  thrift  shop. 

The  15  churches  have  done  this,  the 
ministers  say.  because  of  the 
increasing  number  of  calls  for  help. 


HOUSTON  —  Judy  Aldridge,  left,  and  Jana  Crawford,  right,  clean  the 
blinds  in  a  church  school  classroom  as  part  of  a  local  effort  to  help  the 
unemployed  camping  near  the  city. 

REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Methodist  minister  says.  “People  don’t 
have  constructive  recreation.” 

A  major  source  of  frustration,  he  says, 
is  that  the  church-goers  talk  about  the 
superiority  of  their  lifestyle  to  that  of  the 
50  percent  of  the  population  who  aren't 
part  of  a  community  of  faith,  but  the 
church  goers  do  very  little  to  share  the 
good  news  c;  the  Gospel  and  bring  the 
others  into  their  community. 

And,  he  says,  there  is  great  need  for  a 
Christian  witness  among  the  population 
here.  “The  Range  has  the  highest 
alcohol's i at  Yii.nescia.  It  has  one 


of  the  highest  suicide  rates  and  cancer 
rates  in  the  nation.” 

The  importance  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  connection  of  each  church  to  all  others 
has  never  been  more  visible,  say  pastors 
on  the  Range. 

The  Crosby  church  (outside  the 
Range)  held  an  event  where  pastors  in 
northern  Minnesota  could  share  methods 
of  meeting  unemployed  persons’  needs. 

Leaders  of  Chester  Park  UMC  in 
Duluth  came  away  with  the  idea  of 
linking  up  with  the  church  in  Ely.  A 
group  drove  up  there  to  talk  about  such 


things  as  providing  Christmas  baskets. 

“But  it  was  felt  some  of  our  members 
had  too  much  pride  for  that,”  says  the 
Rev.  Ray  Gass  of  Ely. 

So  Chester  Park  members  are 
providing  gifts  for  all  the  children  in  the 
church. 

A  Northeast  District  Emergency  Fund 
has  been  established  and  is  receiving 
contributions  from  all  over  the  state. 

Overall,  the  pastors  say,  their 
members  are  in  high  spirits  this 
Christmas  as  the  church  has  become  the 
one  celebrative  part  of  their  lives 
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Reader’s  Digest  publishes 
second  critical  article 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

For  the  second  time  in  six  months. 
Reader's  Digest  has  published  an  article 
highly  critical  of  the  ecumenical 
movement. 

An  article  in  the  January  1983  issue  is 
entitled  "Do  you  know  where  your 
church  offerings  go?”  The  subtitle 
advises,  “You’d  better  find  out.  because 
they  may  be  supporting  revolution 
instead  of  religion.” 

The  article  by  Rael  Jean  Isaac, 
identified  as  a  sociologist,  specifically 
criticizes  the  National  Council  of 
Churches.  An  article  in  the  August  1982 
issue  criticized  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  National  Council’s  office  of 
information,  like  its  World  Council 
counterpart,  issued  an  immediate 
response.  The  NCC  office  said  that  Ms. 
Isaac’s  thesis  is  "that  an  increasingly 
politicized  church  is  funding 
inappropriate  causes.”  To  this  the  NCC 
responds,  “This  thesis  distorts  the  work 
of  the  NCC  by  ignoring  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  its  programs  and  policies.” 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Trial  in  progress  on 
seminary  hiring  policies 

BOSTON  <UMNS)  —  The  trial  in  a  suit 
brought  by  the  former  Director  of 
Student  and  Community  Life  at  United 
Methodist-related  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  against  the  dean  of 
the  school  and  the  university  opened  in 
Boston’s  Suffolk  County  Superior  Court 
on  Monday,  Dec.  6. 

The  suit,  brought  by  the  Civil  Liberties 
Union  of  Massachusetts  on  behalf  of 
Nancy  Richardson,  charges  that  she  was 
fired  in  May,  1981,  because  she  claimed 
affirmative  action  policies  were  not 
being  followed  with  respect  to  the  hiring 
of  women  and  minority  faculty 
members. 

“We  deny  the  allegations  of  the 
complaint,”  said  University  legal 
counsel  Michael  Rosen,  “and  we  deny 
that  the  School  of  Theology  was  engaged 
in  illegal  and  unlawful  practices,  or  that 
Ms.  Richardson’s  termination  was 
because  of  any  such  practices  ...  We 
think  that  the  evidence  will  demonstrate 

.  that  the  termination  was  related  to 
how  she  carried  out  her  responsibilities 
(as a  student-administration  liaison).” 

Minnesotans  give  gift 
certificates  for  campers 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  The  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference  came  up  with  a 
unique  gift  idea  this  year:  Gift 
certificates  to  attend  United  Methodist 
camps. 

The  conference  camping  office 
suggested  these  would  make  good  gifts 
for  Christmas,  birthdays  or  other  special 
occasions  by  parents,  grandparents, 
friends  or  others. 

The  conference  offers  certificates  in 
amounts  of  $10,  $20,  $30,  $40  or  $50. 
Certificates  are  good  for  five  years  and 
may  be  used  as  partial  or  complete 
payment  of  registration  fees  for  anyone 
attending  a  camp  sponsored  by  the 
Minnesota  conference. 

Abortion  ruling  garners 
justice  epithets,  insults 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun  said  in 
a  television  interview  that  he  was  called 
“butcher”  and  “murderer"  in  letters  to 
the  court  following  its  landmark  abortion 
ruling  in  1973. 

He  recalled  that  three-quarters  of  the 
letters  were  critical  of  the  Roe  v.  Wade 
ruling  legalizing  abortion.  Critics  say  it 
endorsed  “abortion  on  demand.” 

“You  can  think  of  any  name  to  call 
someone,  and  I  have  been  called  it,”  the 
justice,  a  United  Methodist,  said. 

Trinidad  Methodist  minister 
named  Caribbean  council  leader 

BRIDGETOWN,  Barbados  (RNS)  - 
The  Rev.  Allan  Kirton,  a  Trinidad 
Methodist,  is  the  new  general  secretary 
of  the  Caribbean  Conference  of  Churches 
(CCC).  He  succeeds  Trinidadian 
Presbyterian  Roy  Neehall,  who  has  held 
the  post  since  the  ecumenical  agency 
was  organized  in  1973. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Caribbean 
news  agency  CANA,  Mr.  Kirton  said  the 
council  should  not  be  ideologically  or 
politically  aligned  because  pluralism  is 
one  of  the  “facts  of  life” 
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UMs  at  odds  over  Nestle  boycott 

D,.  DAV  UAUIADD  DCPL’  I  (V  )  ^  ^ 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 


REPORTER  GRAPHIC  BY  JOE  DEFAZIO 


The  30  annual  conferences  shown  here  (in  white  and  named)  have  passed  resolutions  calling  for  the  boycott  of 
Nestle  Corp.  products.  The  43  conferences  represented  by  the  gray  area  are  in  accord  with  the  denomination’s 
recommendation  not  to  boycott. 


OAK  BROOK,  Ill.  -  It’s 
understandable  if  United  Methodists  in 
30  annual  conferences  are  confused 
about  what  their  church  encourages 
them  to  do  concerning  the  five-year-old 
boycott  of  Nestle  Corp.  products. 

The  official  stance  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  —  adopted  this  fall  — 
is  that  the  boycott  no  longer  is 
appropriate  “at  this  moment  in 
history”  (see  Reporter,  Nov.  5). 

But  30  annual  conferences  (shown  on 
the  map)  currently  have  resolutions 
that  ask  their  members  to  boycott 
Nestle  products. 

In  addition,  United  Methodist  Women 
groups  and  others  are  pulled  by  the 
continuing  support  of  the  boycott  by  the 
General  Boards  of  Global  Ministries 
and  of  Church  and  Society. 

If  parts  of  the  church  continue  the 
boycott,  that  might  jeopardize  the 
concessions  already  won  from  Nestle 
through  the  denomination’s  negotia¬ 
tions  process,  warned  the  Rev.  Philip 
Wogaman  at  a  meeting  here  Dec.  10-11. 

Representatives  from  17  of  the  30 
“boycotting”  conferences  were 
meeting  here  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference. 

Dr.  Wogaman  is  chairman  of  the 
special  United  Methodist  Infant 
Formula  Task  Force  mandated  to 
study  the  infant  formula  issue  for  the 
denomination.  He  pled  with 
representatives  here  to  recommend 
that  their  annual  conferences  drop  the 
boycott  and  stand  in  unity  with  the 
denomination’s  official  position. 

The  representatives  rejected  that 
request.  They  drafted  a  statement 
which  urges  the  30  “boycotting" 
conference  to  remain  in  “solidarity” 
with  other  denominations  which  have 
endorsed  the  boycott. 

All  30  were  asked  to  send 
representatives.  Persons  present  noted 
that  they  had  no  authority  to  speak  for 
their  conferences. 

Participants  here  noted  that  their 
conferences’  stance  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  position  are  the 
same  in  support  of  the  1981  World 
Health  Organization  suggested  code  for 


marketing  infant  formula. 

The  code  curbs  aggressive  marketing 
that  allegedly  discourages  mothers 
from  nursing  their  infants.  That 
decision  often  leads  to  malnutrition  and 
death  because  infant  formula  and  other 
breastmilk  substitutes  are  misused  in 
an  environment  of  poverty,  illiteracy 
and  unsanitary  conditions. 

But  the  30  conferences  and  the 
denomination  differ  on  whether  Swiss- 
based  Nestle,  the  world’s  largest  infant 
formula  manufacturer,  has  sufficiently 
committed  itself  to  following  the  code. 

Nestle  has  changed 

The  task  force  concluded  in 
September  that  Nestle  has  sufficiently 
changed  and  set  up  adequate 
guarantees  that  the  changes  will  be 
lasting  to  warrant  trust  from  the 
denomination.  The  UMC’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries  was  authorized  by 
the  1980  General  Conference  to  make  a 
decision  on  the  boycott  based  on  the 
task  force’s  findings.  It  adopted  the  “no 
boycott  for  now”  stance  as  the  official 
policy  of  the  denomination  in  October. 


Participants  here  made  it  clear  they 
remain  unconvinced  that  Nestle  has 
changed  or  will  change  its  practices 
significantly.  However,  their  statement 
“affirmed”  the  progress  Nestle  officials 
have  made  during  their  two-year 
dialogue  with  the  task  force.  Most  rep¬ 
resentatives  said  they  want  to  see  a  lot 
more  confirmation  that  Nestle’s  prac¬ 
tices  match  Nestle’s  promises  before 
they  lift  the  boycott. 

Dr.  Wogaman  reminded  them  that 
the  nine-member  task  force  was  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  1980  General  Conference  to 
represent  the  denomination  in  trying  to 
persuade  Nestle  to  change. 

Nestle  officials  felt  they  were 
negotiating  with  the  whole  church  when 
they  worked  with  the  task  force,  Dr. 
Wogaman  said.  Now,  if  after 
negotiating  in  good  faith,  Nestle  finds 
that  some  parts  of  the  denomination 
continue  to  boycott  —  and  especially  if 
they  increase  boycott  efforts  —  the 
hardliners  in  Nestle  policy-making 
positions  could  get  the  upper  hand 
again  by  pointing  out  that  all  their 
conciliatory  efforts  with  the  task  force 


have  brought  them  only  more 
opposition,  Dr.  Wogaman  suggested. 

Dr.  Wogaman,  dean  of  UM-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  said  he 
had  voted  for  the  boycott  when  the 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference  joined. 
In  fact,  most  members  of  his  task 
force  were  quite  supportive  of  the 
boycott  when  they  began  their  work,  he 
said. 

But  Nestle  changed,  he  said.  He 
revealed  that  the  task  force  seemed 
poised  to  recommend  a  church-wide 
boycott  in  June  and  September  of  1981 
and  in  February  of  1982.  Each  time, 
Nestle  officials  at  the  last  minute  made 
enough  concessions  to  keep  the 
negotiating  process  continuing,  he  said. 

Targeting  Nestle  'bad  strategy’ 

Dr.  Wogaman  also  said  that  targeting 
Nestle,  which  now  has  done  more  than 
other  corporations  to  eliminate 
marketing  problems,  is  a  bad  strategy 
for  the  world’s  infants  since  it  takes  the 
pressure  off  the  companies  with  the 
most  offensive  practices. 

Several  persons  here  said  they  were 


moved  by  Dr.  Wogaman’s  arguments. 
But  they  also  were  moved  by  the 
presentations  of  Doug  Clements  and  Ed 
Baer  of  the  International  Nestle 
Boycott  Committee. 

The  two  claimed  that  during  recent 
trips  to  Third  World  countries  they 
found  examples  of  Nestle  employees 
violating  Nestle’s  new  marketing 
policy.  Mr.  Clements  said  he  found 
employees  who  said  they  didn’t  know 
anything  about  Nestle’s  new  marketing 
instructions  a  month  after  the  corpora¬ 
tion  publicly  announced  them. 

On  Nov.  19,  the  Boycott  Committee 
submitted  60  complaints  alleging 
recent  violations  by  Nestle  to  Nestle’s 
Audit  Commission. 

That  commission  is  chaired  by 
former  Sen.  Edmund  Muskie  and 
includes  two  members  of  the  UM  task 
force.  It  checks  out  complaints, 
submits  them  to  Nestle  and  reports  to 
the  public  on  how  Nestle  has  responded. 
During  the  first  six  months  of  the 
commission’s  existence,  boycott  groups 
didn’t  submit  a  single  complaint,  Sen. 
Muskie  said  this  fall. 

Several  persons  here  said  they  expect 
to  learn  a  lot  about  Nestle  from  the 
Audit  Commission’s  report  on  these  60 
complaints  next  spring. 

Participants  here  sent  a  request  to 
annual  conferences  to  increase 
pressure  on  US.  companies  to 
implement  the  international  marketing 
code  for  infant  formula.  They  also 
suggested  that  conference  represen¬ 
tatives  monitor  compliance  with  the 
code  in  such  places  as  United  Metho¬ 
dist-related  hospitals. 

The  decision  about  whether  the 
“boycotting”  conferences  will  adopt 
the  denomination’s  official  stance  most 
likely  won’t  be  made  until  next  spring 
when  persons  sent  from  local  churches 
will  attend  their  conference’s  annual 
meeting. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
has  asked  each  “boycotting  confer¬ 
ence”  to  reconsider  its  present  stance. 

Most  of  those  conferences  joined  the 
boycott  before  the  UM  task  force  was 
formed. 


Capital  punishment  :Death  by  injection  makes 
A  1  complex  moral  issues  more  so 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

The  first-ever  execution  of  a  convicted 
murderer  by  injection  of  lethal  drugs  has 
added  the  question  of  medical  ethics  to 
the  on-going  debate  on  the  morality  of 
capital  punishment. 

However,  United  Methodists  who 
support  the  denomination’s  official 
stance  opposing  the  death  penalty  under 
any  circumstances  say  that  debate  on 
how  to  kill  or  on  who  participates  is 
barely  relevant. 

The  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez  of  the 
UMC’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  told  the  Reporter,  “As  a 
denomination,  we  contend  that  society 
does  not  have  the  right  to  take  someone’s 
life  for  any  reason.  We  would  oppose  the 
killing  and  the  participation  by  any 
person,  whether  it  is  the  engineer  who 
designs  the  electric  chair  or  a  doctor  who 
readies  the  vein  for  a  lethal  injection. 

“To  dwell  too  much  on  medical  ethics 
misses  the  point,”  said  Mr.  Chavez, 
director  of  the  board’s  department  of 
political  and  human  rights. 

The  medical  ethics  question  arose 
following  the  execution  of  Charles 
Brooks  on  Dec.  7.  Mr.  Brooks  was 
convicted  of  capital  murder  for  the  1976 
shooting  of  a  Fort  Worth  auto  mechanic. 

Dr.  Ralph  Gray,  medical  director  of 
the  Texas  Department  of  Corrections, 


was  present  to  pronounce  the  prisoner 
dead.  Dr.  Gray  also  examined  Mr. 
Brooks  before  the  execution  to  make  sure 
his  veins  would  accept  the  needle  used  to 
inject  the  deadly  dose  of  sodium 
thiopental.  Other  members  of  Dr.  Gray’s 
staff  were  also  involved  in  the  execution. 

Some  United  Methodists  and  other 
Christians  on  both  sides  of  the  capital 
punishment  debate  have  questioned  the 
propriety  of  Dr.  Gray’s  involvement, 
however  limited,  in  the  execution.  Others 
have  said  his  involvement  was  appro¬ 
priate. 

Dr.  Gray’s  action  in  the  Brooks 
execution  could  well  be  deemed 
unethical,  said  Dr.  Paul  Ramsey,  a 
professor  of  religion  at  Princeton 
University  and  United  Methodist 
layman.  “Of  course,  even  the  janitor  who 
swept  out  the  execution  room  could  be 
said  to  have  been  involved,”  Dr.  Ramsey 
told  the  Reporter.  “However,  the 
physician  has  taken  an  oath  to  preserve 
life  and  not  to  participate  in  taking  a  life. 

“Even  for  a  physician  to  train  the 
person  who  actually  administers  the 
drug  would  be  unethical,”  said  Dr. 
Ramsey,  who  added  that  he  is  “not 
opposed”  to  the  practice  of  capital 
punishment.  “If  the  state  imposes 
capital  punishment  then  it  is  the  state’s 
job  to  execute.  It  should  not  involve  a 
doctor  who  takes  a  professional  oath  not 


to  participate.” 

Since  1980  the  American  Medical 
Association  has  had  a  policy  that  “a 
physician,  as  a  member  of  a  profession 
dedicated  to  preserving  life  when  there  is 
hope  of  doing  so,  should  not  be  a 
participant  in  a  legally-authorized 
execution.” 

But  John  Burkhart,  chairman  of  the 
AMA’s  judicial  council,  said  Dr.  Gray’s 
action  was  not  considered  unethical 
because  the  physician  did  not  prepare 
the  deadly  solution  or  order  it  to  be 
administered. 

However,  some  Christians  and  other 
opponents  in  the  religious  community 
fear  that  squabbling  over  who  should  be 
involved  ignores  the  root  question:  does 
our  society  have  the  moral  right  to 
impose  the  death  penalty? 

“Jesus  knows  that  all  people  sin  and 
He  has  come  to  grant  us  forgiveness,” 
said  the  Rev.  Kathy  Young  of  the 
Presbyterian  Criminal  Justice  Program. 
“In  the  story  of  the  woman  who  was  about 
to  be  stoned  for  adultery  (John  8),  Jesus 
told  the  accusers  that  only  a  person  who 
is  totally  sinless  has  the  right  to  impose 
death.  None  of  us  are  without  sin. 

“In  imposing  the  death  penalty  for  a 
capital  crime,  we  forget  our  own 
common  humanity,  our  common  sinful¬ 
ness.  With  the  death  penalty  we  step  over 


the  boundary  between  God’s  job  and  our 
job  as  followers  of  Jesus  Christ,”  she 
said. 

Suzanne  Badoux,  chairperson  of  the 
Philadelphia-based  National  Coalition 
Against  the  Death  Penalty,  said  claims 
by  some  that  capital  punishment  deters 
violence  are  false.  Rather,  she  said,  the 
death  penalty  aggravates  violence. 

Citing  a  1980  study  which  appeared  in 
the  “Journal  on  Crime  and  Delin¬ 
quency,”  Ms.  Badoux  said.  “Executions 
brutalize  our  society.  People  don’t 
identify  with  the  victim  —  it’s  just  too 
painful  to  keep  our  hearts  with  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  family.  Instead,  we  identify  with 
the  power,  the  authority  of  a  government 
which  gives  credence  to  the  idea  of  re¬ 
venge  and  getting  back  at  someone.” 

Ms.  Young  said  however  that  better 
and  more  effective  methods  of 
retribution  are  unavailable  but  yet  to  be 
explored  by  the  U.S.  penal  system. 
“There  are  creative  alternatives  to  death 
for  capital  criminals.  A  person  who  kills 
should  definitely  have  to  make 
retribution.  Life  imprisonment  —  or  a 
mandatory  35-year  sentence  —  may  be 
alternatives.” 

Said  Ms.  Badoux:  “Any  government 
that  has  the  awesome  power  to  order 
someone’s  death  should  have  some 


powers  with  which  to  keep  a  dangerous 
person  locked  away  from  society.  You’ll 
hear  people  claim  that  ‘either  you  kill 
them  or  they’ll  be  back  on  the  street.’  If 
that’s  true,  it  doesn’t  say  much  for  the 
efficiency  of  our  justice  system 

The  cost  of  capital  punishment  versus 
life  imprisonment  has  also  been  debated 
with  proponents  of  the  death  penalty 
claiming  it  would  cost  the  state  far  more 
to  incarcerate  capital  offenders  per¬ 
manently  than  to  execute  them.  Others 
disagree. 

Jonathan  Gradess,  executive  director 
of  the  New  York  State  Defenders 
Association,  told  the  Reporter  that, 
“conservatively,  the  cost  of  appeals, 
litigation,  counsel  and  court  costs  are 
nearly  double  the  cost  of  life  (40  years 
average)  in  prison.” 

Mr.  Gradess  headed  up  a  study 
conducted  earlier  this  year  —  funded  by 
New  York  State  —  which  compared  the 
costs  of  a  trial,  penalty,  one  required 
appeal  and  review  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court.  The  cost  to  prosecute  a  capital 
punishment  case  successfully  was 
estimated  at  $1.8  million.  Mr.  Gradess 
said  that  did  not  include  other  likely 
appellate  costs. 

The  cost  to  keep  a  person  in  prison  for 
life  (40  years)  was  estimated  at  $602,000 
or  about  $11,000  per  year  in  the  study. 


Commitment  needed  to 
end  Biblical  illiteracy 


NASHVILLE  —  Rose  Delia  Rios,  a  Hispanic  laywoman  (standing),  leads 
United  Methodist  curriculum  editors  in  Spanish  songs  at  a  Mexican 
restaurant  during  the  closing  sessions  of  the  “Hispanic  Language/Culture 
Workshop.”  united  methodist  publishing  house  photo 


NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  “Local 
churches  are  asking  for  bargain 
basement  education,  and  we’re  giving 
them  Madison  Avenue,”  a  veteran 
Christian  educator  told  members  of  a 
“think  tank”  on  Sunday  school  extension 
here  Dec.  1-3. 

The  Rev.  MyrtCaliva,  Redondo,  Calif., 
said  the  resources,  equipment  and 
techniques  suggested  to  local  churches 
are  too  sophisticated  for  most. 

Reminding  the  30  participants  in  the 
meeting  that  most  United  Methodist 
congregations  are  small  to  medium,  she 
said  energies  and  resources  are  often 
directed  to  the  large  churches  which 
have  staffs  and  are  relatively  self- 
sufficient. 

Ms.  Caliva  is  associate  pastor  of  the 
Riveria  UMC  in  Redondo  Beach.  She 
served  for  five  years  as  conference 
director  of  education. 

She  was  one  of  22  consultants  invited 
by  the  education  section  of  the  UMC’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  to  discuss 
Sunday  school  extension,  a  major 
emphasis  of  the  board. 

Ms.  Caliva  and  other  consultants 
launched  the  think  tank  sessions  by 
ticking  off  lists  of  issues  they  consider 
important  to  Sunday  school  growth. 

She  decried  the  cut-back  of  annual 
conference  program  staffs  nearly  a 
decade  ago.  "It  was  promoted  as  a  way 
to  help  congregations  do  their  own  thing 
but  most  lacked  the  vision,  skills,  and 
resources  to  do  that,”  she  said.  Asserting 


that  United  Methodism  is  no  longer 
“connectional,”  she  said  the  gaps 
between  local  churches  and  other  levels 
of  the  church  are  major  barriers  to 
Sunday  school  growth. 

The  eight  consultants  cited  many  of  the 
same  issues.  These  included  the 
importance  of  an  interested  and  involved 
pastor,  adequate  seminary  training  for 
the  pastor,  and  an  emphasis  on  the  Bible. 

“We  need  to  acknowledge  we’re 
dealing  with  a  biblically  illiterate 
generation,”  Ms.  Caliva  declared. 
Echoing  a  similar  concern  was  the  Rev. 
Ron  Keller,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  who  said 
parents  want  their  children  to  know 
about  the  Bible  and  the  teachings  of 
Jesus.  “They  want  fellowship  and 
mutual  support  in  their  own  adult 
classes,  but  they  want  to  go  home  from 
Sunday  school  having  learned  something 
about  the  Bible.” 

Several  consultants  called  for  greater 
emphasis  on  Sunday  school  training  in 
the  seminary.  The  Rev.  S.  Duane  Bruce, 
executive  director  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Council  on  Ministries,  called 
for  courses  that  deal  with  the  practical 
aspects  of  curriculum  resources  and 
instructing  teachers. 

Marion  Brown,  a  faculty  member  at 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  presented  a  “first  cut”  of 
research  on  why  some  church  schools 
are  growing.  She  visited  12  of  27  of  the 
fastest  growing  church  schools  in  the 
United  States  and  sent  questionnaires  to 


1,088  persons  in  51  churches.  About  50 
percent  of  the  respondents  were  United 
Methodists. 

Some  of  the  main  conclusions  from  the 
study  include: 

•  people  are  desiring  Bible  study  and 

fulfillment  of  inner  needs; 

•  the  teacher  is  important; 

•  it  is  important  that  the  teacher  know 

the  Bible; 

•  people  continue  going  to  Sunday  school 

because  they  want  to  learn  about  the 
Christian  faith  and  live  better  lives; 

•  the  importance  of  fellowship  among 

adults  in  Sunday  school  classes 
increases  with  age. 


Ironically,  Dr.  Brown  found  that 
individuals  with  more  formal  education 
expressed  less  affirmation  for  Bible 
study  and  less  need  for  personal  support. 

Overall,  commitment  is  the  key,  she 
said.  “It’s  the  only  word  that  fits  the 
whole  thing.  Perhaps  we  have  been 
shunted  away  from  that.  There  are 
people  out  there  who  need  us,  and  we 
may  need  to  get  rid  of  our  snobbishness.” 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  is  currently 
looking  for  a  director  of  Sunday  School 
Extension  who  will  concentrate  on 
forming  new  satellite  or  outpost  Sunday 
schools  while  also  collaborating  with 
staff  members  in  other  areas . 


No  subsidy 
expected  for 
ethnic  studies 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)  -  The 
Curriculum  Resources  Committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  decided  not 
to  request  the  1984  General  Conference  to 
assign  World  Service  funds  to  subsidize 
ethnic  minority  curriculum. 

The  41-member  body,  meeting  here 
Dec.  7-9,  approved  a  recommendation  by 
the  Rev.  H.  Claude  Young  Jr.,  editor  of 
church  school  publications,  that  normal 
channels  be  used  for  producing  any  such 
materials. 

Dr.  Young  said  he  was  confident  that 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
(UMPH)  would  finance  the  resources,  as 
it  does  all  resources,  “as  long  as  we  can 
define  our  needs  accurately,  and  indicate 
clear  ways  of  meeting  those  needs." 
Suspicion  that  the  UMPH  has  been 
unwilling  to  subsidize  ethnic  minority 
resources  in  the  past  is  a  “myth,”  he 
declared. 

The  issue  of  subsidizing  ethnic 
minority  church  school  materials  which 
are  not  self-supporting  has  been  with  the 
committee  for  years.  Delegates  to  the 
1980  General  Conference  approved 
spending  $100,000  for  producing  ethnic 
minority  curriculum.  Afterwards  debate 
arose  about  the  source  and  allocation  of 
the  funds. 

In  his  first  report  as  editor  of  church 
publications,  Dr.  Young  disclosed  that 
for  the  first  time  in  18  years  the  sale  of 
United  Methodist  curriculum  has 
increased  for  six  consecutive  quarters. 
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Coordinated  Mailing  Begins  in  January 


In  January  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  will  inaugurate  a  new  means  ol 
communication  to  clergy  and  laity  of  churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  This  will 
be  a  Coordinated  Mailing  entitled  ‘‘Coverage.’’  Each  month  it  will  be  received  by  the 
churches’  Council  on  Ministries  Chairperson  and  the  pastor.  From  time  to  time  other 
church  officials  will  receive  copies  of  this  Coordinated  Mailing  as  it  affects  them  and 
their  position  in  the  local  church. 

There  will  be  between  15  and  20  enclosures  in  this  first  mailing.  They  will  include 
leaflets,  brochures,  fliers  and  other  items  designed  to  inform  and  equip  leaders  in  the 
local  church  regarding  programs  and  activities  that  should  be  of  interest  and  value  to 
them.  This  mailing  will  afford  the  Boards  and  Agencies  of  our  Conference  a  way  to 
communicate  and  inform  key  people  in  the  local  church  regarding  programs  and 
activities  of  interest  to  them. 

One  source  of  information  that  should  be  of  help  to  each  church  will  be  an  enclosed 
copy  of  the  Conference  Calendar.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  make  it  as  completely 
accurate  as  possible.  All  Boards.  Agencies,  Institutions,  Commissions.  Committees. 
Organizations  and  Districts  of  the  Conference  are  urged  to  inform  the  Conference 

Minister’s  Study  Week 
Announced  for 
January  10, 1 1,  &  12, 1 983 


For  the  third  year.  Centenary  College 
is  offering  an  opportunity  to  earn  two 
continuing  education  units.  Again 
enrollment  will  be  limited.  Spaces  are 
available  for  40  ministers  on  a  first  come 
first  serve  basis.  Registration  deadline  is 
January  3,  1983.  Participants  will  be 
expected  to  attend  all  sessions. 

Dr.  Bruce  C.  Birch,  Professor  of  Old 
Testament  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington,  D.  C.  will  begin 
the  Study  Week,  Monday,  January  10  at 
1:00  p.m.  His  course  will  offer  one 
continuing  education  unit.  It  is  entitled 
“Old  Testament  Images  for  Christian 
Faith.”  Dr.  John  C.  Holbert  will  be  the 
evening  speaker  for  Monday,  Tuesday, 
and  Wednesday  evenings  offering 
continuing  education  unit.  His  lectures 
will  be  entitled  "Job:  The  Struggle  is 
All.”  John  is  the  Assistant  Professor  .of 
Old  Testament,  Associate  Director  of  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  Program,  and 
Associate  Director  of  Continuing 
Education  at  Perkins.  His  sessions  will 
begin  at  7:00  p.m.  each  evening  and  end 
at9:00p.m. 

Dr.  David  Trickett,  Associate  Pastor  of 
Aurora  United  Methodist  Church,  has 
just  received  his  Doctorate  from 
Southern  Methodist  University.  He  has 
done  graduate  work  at  both  Oxford  and 
Harvard  Universities.  David  will  be 
guest  lecturer  for  an  all  day  session 
ending  Wednesday  at  3:30  p.m.  His 
course  will  begin  preparing  us  for  the 
Bicentennial.  It  is  entitled  “Theology  in 


Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 
Youth  Hold  Workshop 


On  December  11  from  9:00  a.m.  to  3:30 
p.m.,  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  youth 
attended  a  leadership  training  workshop 
hosted  by  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette.  The  event  consisted 
of  various  workshops  held  throughout  the 
day,  worship,  entertainment,  fellowship, 
and  lunch. 

Workshops  included  Officer  Training, 
Recreation,  Adult  Workers  with  Youth, 
Starting  a  New  UMYF,  Outreach,  and 
Service  Projects.  A  resource  table  was 
available  of  United  Methodist  Youth 
resources. 

Approximately  60  youth  and  adults 
were  in  attendance.  The  Reverend  Willis 
Dear  is  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 


District  Youth  Coordinator.  Dr.  L.  Ray 
Branton  is  the  pastor  at  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. 


TV  Ministry 
Update 


The  January  11  church  school  lesson  for  teachers  will  be  transmitted  at 
8:00  p.m.,  immediately  following  the  Book  of  Job  Bible  Study  with  Dr.  John  C. 
Holbert.  The  satellite  and  channel  number  will  be  announced  next  week.  The 
church  school  lessons  scheduled  for  January  4.  18,  and  25  will  be  broadcast  on 
satellite  W4,  channel  19. 

Anniversary  Celebrated  at  Lejeune 


The  LeJeune  Church  in  Lobdell  of  the 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 
recently  celebrated  a  church 
anniversary.  The  theme  was  quite 
appropriate  with  the  caption  “Like  A 
Tree,  We  Shall  Stand  by  the  Rivers  of 
Water.”  The  Reverend  Joseph  Moore 


Council  on  Ministries  office  in  Baton  Rouge  regarding  dates  and  activities  relative  to 
their  particular  group  so  that  these  may  be  included  in  the  calendar,  thus  giving  the 
Conference  Office  a  complete  picture  of  all  meetings  throughout  the  state. 

Boards  and  Agencies  of  the  Conference  wishing  to  use  this  means  of  communication 
are  invited  to  do  so.  Contact  should  be  made  with  the  Council  on  Ministries  office 
relative  to  the  procedure  to  follow  in  utilizing  this  mailing. 

The  first  Coordinated  Mailing  should  reach  clergy  and  laity  during  the  second  week 
of  January.  Church  leaders  not  receiving  this  mailing  and  desiring  to  do  so  may 
request  that  their  names  be  included  in  the  monthly  mailings.  Be  a  better  informed 
leader  in  your  church  —  read  —  and  share  with  others  in  your  church  —  this 
Coordnated  Mailing! ! 
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Church  is  a  place 
ffluo  restore  and  refresh 
your  spirit... 


the  Wesleyan  Tradition.”  Dr.  Trickett’s 
session  will  offer  *6  continuing  education 
unit. 

Cost:  The  cost  for  all  courses  will  be 
$60.  Textbooks,  room  and  board  are 
extra. 

Housing:  Guest  rooms  are  $10  per  night, 
or  Cline  Basement  Rooms  $4  per  even¬ 
ing  not  including  linens. 

Meals:  Breakfast  —  $2.50;  lunch  — 
$3.25;  Dinner  —  $3.75. 

Corrected  Schedule 
Monday: 

1:00  p.m.  —  5:00  p.m.  —  Dr.  Bruce 
Birch 

7:00  p.m.  —  9:00  p.m.  —  Dr.  John 
Holbert 
Tuesday: 

9:00  a.m.  —  12:00  p.m.  —  Dr.  Bruce 
Birch 

1:30  p.m.  —  4:30  p.m.  —  Dr.  Bruce 
Birch 

7:00  p.m.  —  9:00  p.m.  —  Dr.  John 
Holbert 
Wednesday: 

9:00  a.m.  —  12:00  p.m.  —  Dr.  David 
Trickett 

1:00  p.m.  —  3:30  p.m.  —  Dr.  David 
Trickett 

7:00p.m.  — 9:00  p.m.  — Dr.  John 
Holbert 

Arrangements  for  housing,  meals,  and 
registration  are  to  be  made  through  Kay 
Madden,  Director  of  Church  Relations, 
2911  Centenary  Boulevard,  Shreveport, 
LA  71 104,  318-869-5108. 


‘Moving  Members’  Program  Revitalized 


The  men’s  organization  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  hoping  to  slow  the 
decline  in  church  membership  by 
keeping  track  of  the  estimated  450,000 
members  who  move  from  one  location  to 
another  each  year. 

Half  that  number,  church  research 
shows,  transfer  to  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  their  new  location  while 
the  remainder  drop  out  or  join  a  church 
of  another  denomination. 

This  latter  category  will  be  the 
primary  target  of  the  United  Methodist 
Men  (UMM)  as  that  organization 
develops  a  new  computerized  system  to 
reduce  membership  loss  and  the  trauma 
people  experience  when  they  move. 

James  H.  Snead,  Jr.,  staff  executive 
for  UMM,  a  unit  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  said  UMM  will  underwrite 
the  expenses  of  personnel  and  equipment 
in  Nashville  at  a  cost  of  about  $50,000 
annually. 

The  men  are  taking  over  a  40-year-old 
program  which  Mr.  Snead  says  is  “one  of 
the  best  kept  secrets  in  the  church.”  The 
“Moving  Members”  program  was 
started  by  the  former  Methodist  Board  of 
Evangelism  and  has  been  operating  in 
the  Evangelism  unit  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  until  recently.  It  has 
processed  an  average  of  300  moving 
notices  each  week. 

The  mechanics  of  the  new 
computerized  Moving  United  Methodists 
(MUM)  program  will  be  essentially  the 
same  except  that  more  notices  can  be 
handled  more  efficiently.  The  old 
program  depended  largely  on  district 
superintendents  to  forward  to  local 
churches  the  notices  of  moves,  whereas 
the  MUM  program  will  send  information 
directly  to  local  church  contacts.  The 
new  program  is  expected  to  get  more 
attention  across  to  the  church  with  the 
UMM  behind  it.  Mr.  Snead  said  there  are 
UMM  programs  in  each  district  in  the 
Church. 

When  an  individual  or  family 
announces  the  intention  to  move  from 
one  area  to  another,  the  membership 
secretary,  pastor,  or  “moving 
coordinator”  will  complete  a  standard 
form  and  send  it  to  the  Nashville  office. 
In  turn,  the  individuals  or  families  will  be 
matched  with  a  church  comparable  to 


the  one  they  left.  That  church  will  be 
notified  so  it  may  call  on  the  newcomers. 

Why  is  UMM  interested  in  such  a 
project?  Mr.  Snead  said  the  men  are 
looking  for  national  projects  which  have 
an  evangelistic  mission.  Other  projects 
being  supported  include  a  WATS  line  for 
The  Upper  Room  Telephone  Prayer 
Ministry,  and  a  national  Scouting 
ministry  in  Nashville. 

Mr.  Snead  said  the  men  want  to  bolster 
lay  visitation  programs  in  local  churches 
and  to  cut  in  half  the  number  of  persons 
lost  from  membership  by  charge 
conference  action.  “We  talk  a  lot  about 
being  a  connectional  church,  but  when  it 
comes  to  membership  we  act  more  like  a 
congregational  church,”  Mr.  Snead  said. 
“We  lose  a  large  number  of  people  each 
year  simply  because  of  inadequate 
programs  of  visitation,  care  and 
nurture.” 

In  a  church  as  organized  as  United 
Methodism  Mr.  Snead  said  he  and  the 
UMM  leadership  are  dismayed  that  this 
important  area  has  been  neglected. 
“Church  organizational  changes  always 
leave  holes  in  our  system  and  no  doubt  a 
casualty  of  the  1968  changes  was  the 
membership  secretary,”  he  said. 

The  former  Methodist  Church  has 
committees  on  membership  and 
evangelism.  Later  charts  on  organization 
called  for  a  work  area  on  evangelism. 
Membership  does  not  appear  as  a 
specific  designation  in  the  program. 
However,  the  Book  of  Discipline  asks 
that  each  local  church  have  a 
membership  secretary.  Mr.  Snead  said 
surveys  have  shown  that  councils  on 
ministries,  the  primary  program 
coordinating  units  of  the  local  churches, 
rarely  contact  membership  secretaries 
about  membership  concerns. 

He  said  the  new  computer  program 
will  allow  annual  conferences  to  track 
the  migration  of  United  Methodists  in 
and  out  and  will  be  able  to  tell  whether 
persons  joined  another  United  Methodist 
Church,  joined  a  congregation  of  another 
denomination,  or  did  not  join  anywhere. 

The  present  manual  system  is  being 
transferred  to  the  computer.  Mr.  Snead 
said  he  hopes  the  program  will  be  fully 
operational  when  the  1983  moving  season 
begins  in  April. 


A  Proclamation  by 
|  Governor  David  C.  Treen 

WHEREAS,  the  Louisiana 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
located  in  Opelousas,  Louisiana,  is 
the  Home  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Conference;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Louisiana 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
is  sharing  in  the  celebration  of  being 
the  oldest  Methodist  Church, 
established  in  1806,  in  the  United 
States,  West  of  the  Mississippi;  and 
WHEREAS,  such  an  observance  is 
another  effective  means  of 
providing  our  own  Louisiana  citizens 
with  a  sense  of  their  state’s  unique 
heritage;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  congregation  and 
city  of  Opelousas  should  take  pride 
in  this  historical  distinction  of  the 
Louisiana  Memorial  Methodist 
Church; 

NOW.  THEREFORE.  I.  DAVID  C 
TREEN.  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  do  hereby  proclaim  the 
week  of  January  2-8,  1983,  as 
“LOUISIANA  METHODIST 
WEEK”  in  Louisiana. 


was  the  guest  speaker  and  friends  from 
the  surrounding  churches  gathered  to 
make  it  a  gala  occasion.  It  was  a 
financial  as  well  as  a  spiritual  event 
which  will  serve  as  a  boost  to  the 
membership.  The  Reverend  Freddie  C. 
Henderson,  Sr.  is  the  pastor  of  Lejeune. 


A 

Birthday 
Banquet 
to  be  Held 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  organized  at  the  Opelousas 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on 
January  6, 1847. 

In  honor  of  this  important  event  in 
the  history  of  Louisiana  Methodism, 
the  Louisiana  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Opelousas  is 
hosting  a  "Birthday  Banquet"  on 
Saturday.  January  8,  1983  at  6:30 
p.m.  with  the  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper  as 
principal  speaker. 

Persons  interested  in  attending 
from  around  the  conference  are 
requested  to  contact  the  church 
office  at  (318  )  942-3163  for  more 
information. 

The  Reverend  William  McCutch- 
eon  is  pastor  of  Louisiana  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Louisiana  Methodist  Week 

January  2-8, 1 983 
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Conference  Calendar 

January 

Cut-off  Date  for  1982  Benevolences 
Council  of  Evangelism.  San  Antonio,  Texas 

Board  of  Laity  Task  Force,  Headquarters  Building,  Baton  Rouge.  10:00 
a.m. 

Local  Preacher’s  License  School,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge  and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston 

10-12  Book  of  Job  Bible  Study.  Telecast  by  Satellite  at  7:00  p.m. 

12-14  District  Audits 

15  Local  Preacher’s  License  School.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston 

18  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District,  Headquarters 
Building,  Baton  Rouge.  7:00  p.m. 

18-19  Annual  Assembly,  LIC,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria. 

1:00  p.m. 

Church  Secretary’s  Seminar,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Baton 
Rouge.  9:00  a.m. 

Research  and  Planning  Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  3:00  p.m. 

UMW  Annual  Meeting,  Program  Committee  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 

20-22  Convocation  of  Boards,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
9:00  a.m. 

Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  Meeting,  Headquarters 
Building,  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m 

Local  Preacher’s  License  School,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston 
“My  Job  Training”  Event  by  Satellite  at  7:00  p.m. 

Emory  —  Doctor  of  Ministry  Program,  Headquarters  Building,  Baton 
Rouge,  11:00  a.m. 

27-29  UMW  World  Development  Workshop,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge 

29  Local  Preacher’s  License  School.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston 


19 


20 
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21 


22 


24 
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Book  Quotes 


"All  too  often,  the  people  sitting  in  the 
pews  feel  left  out.  They  think  the 
important  work  of  the  church  belongs 
only  to  the  one  behind  the  pulpit.  But  this 
is  not  true,”  writes  Abingdon  Press 
author  Gus  Gustafson  in  his  new  book  “I 
Was  .  .  .  Called  to  be  a  Layman.  ” 

Laypeople  are  called,  too,  he  explains. 
“In  fact,  it  is  their  task  more  than  anyone 
else’s  to  build  up  and  expand  the  body  of 
Christ.” 

“I  Was  .  .  .  Called  to  be  a  Layman” 
shares  the  stories  of  32  laypersons  who 
have  responded  to  God’s  call.  From 
homemakers  and  farmers  to 
entrepreneurs  and  leaders  of  large 
corporations,  their  personal  testimonies 
show  how  God  uses  laypeople  in 
dramatic  and  surprising  ways. 

Some  of  the  well-known  laypersons 
who  share  their  experiences  with 
Gustafson  are  Wallace  Johnson  of 
Holiday  Inn;  John  Bass  of  Christian 
Booksellers  Association;  Dr.  D.  W. 
Brooks,  farmers’  cooperative  organizer; 
and  missionary/author  Virginia  Law 
Shell. 

Also  included  are  the  stories  of  men 
and  women  whose  names  are  not  well 


known,  but  who  have  found  that  their 
commitments  to  Christ  have  brought 
satisfaction,  helping  them  make 
significant  contributions  to  their  society 
and  the  world. 

Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  the 
Raleigh  Area  writes  in  the  forward  of  “I 
Was  .  .  .  Called  to  be  a  Layman,”  “I  am 
fortunate  to  be  the  bishop  in  the  area 
where  Gus  serves  as  lay  leader  ...  I 
know-Ahat  he  is  a  committed  Christian 
and  that  the  radiance  of  life  shines  in  all 
he  does.  And  he  has  been  able  to 
transcribe  all  this  into  print” 

Explaining  that  all  Christians  are 
called  as  witnesses  of  the  good  news, 
Gustafson  challenges  all  laypersons  to 
expand  their  potential.  "...  join  in  the 
search.  Our  creator  stands  ready  to 
guide  our  guests  into  something  deeply 
satisfying  and  wonderful  for  ourselves, 
and  others.” 

Abingdon  Press  is  the  book  publisher 
for  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  “I  Was  .  .  .  Called  to  be  a 
Layman”  is  available  through 
Cokesbury,  Retail  Sales  Division,  for 
$6.95. 


Teacher  Training  and 
Development  Seminar 
Planned  for  Shreveport 


The  Shreveport  District  and  Centenary 
College  will  jointly  sponsor  a  Teacher 
Training  and  Development  Seminar  on 
January  17  and  18, 1983  according  to  Byrl 
Moreland,  Chairperson  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship.  The  seminar, 
which  will  be  partially  funded  by  money 
from  Christian  Education  Sunday,  is 
open  to  persons  anywhere  in  the 
Conference. 

Dr.  Donald  Emler,  Dean  and  General 
Sessions  Leader,  said,  "We  hope  to  be 
able  to  train  leaders  who  will  be  able  to 
conduct  workshops  in  local  churches  in  a 
broad  range  of  Christian  Education 
events.”  Not  only  will  there  be 
presentations  on  general  Christian 
education,  and  background  on  specific 
age  level  ministries,  but  each  participant 
will  prepare  a  lesson  plan  for  a  two-hour 
local  church  workshop.  One  Continuing 
Education  Unit  credit  is  offered  for  the 
seminar. 

Members  of  the  staff  include:  Cathy 
Scholar,  Children’s  Director,  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport  —  Pre-School/ Younger 
Children;  Doris  Marsalis,  Education 
Director,  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport  — 
Younger  Elementary  Children;  Doris 
Shepherd,  Director  of  Christian 
Education,  Monroe  —  Older  Elementary 
Children;  Doug  Cain,  Love  Chapel- 
Haughton  UMC  and  Jerry  Hilbun, 
Associate,  First  UMC,  Shreveport  — 
Youth  Program;  John  Braden,  Summer 
Grove  UMC  —  Young  Adults;  Carol 
Rhoads,  Associate,  First  UMC, 
Shreveport  —  Using  the  Bible  in 
Christian  Education,  and  Don  Emler, 
Professor,  Christian  Education, 
Centenary  College  —  Dean  and  General 
Sessions  Leader. 

All  Seminar  sessions  will  be  held  in  the 
Smith  Building  on  the  campus  of 
Centenary  College.  Housing  may  be 


arranged  with  the  college  at  $8.00  per 
night.  The  seminar  has  a  $10.00 
registration  fee,  which  includes  a  copy  of 
the  leader’s  guide  for  a  full  Teacher 
Training  and  Development  Workshop. 

Anyone  who  is  interested  in  the 
program  should  contact  Dr.  Odell 
Simmons.  Superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District,  for  further 
information. 
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Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

United  Methodist  Television  Pres¬ 
ence  and  Ministry  —  what 
went  wrong  and  where  is  the 
UMC  in  this  effort?  Features 
LeRoy  Lightner,  the  fund¬ 
raiser  who  was  fired  —  now 
lives  in  Nashville  —  still 
upbeat  about  church  in  TV. . . .  Page  4 


Editorial 

Worthwhile  resolution:  to  reclaim 
our  ‘people  of  The  Book’  heritage 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Survey  provides  ‘marketplace’  of  reading  ideas 


DECEMBER  31,  1982 


Spiritual,  personal  growth  books  head  list 


One  of  the  theological  “giants"  of  our 
time,  the  late  Dr.  Karl  Barth,  once  sug¬ 
gested  that  Christians  should  “read  with 
the  Bible  in  one  hand  and  the  newspaper 
in  the  other."  That  was  good  advice  when 
he  said  it  and  we  believe  it  is  still  valid. 

While  newspapers  continue  to  be  well 
read,  many  Christians  apparently  have 
become  prone  to  lay  the  Bible  aside.  Re¬ 
cent  research  has  shown  that  more  than 
two-thirds  of  U.S  adults  (68%)  read  at 
least  part  of  some  newspaper  every-  day. 
In  contrast,  a  1980  Gallup  poll  revealed 
that  only  23%  of  all  church  members 
bother  to  read  the  Bible  as  frequently  as 
even  once  a  month. 

Even  though  the  Bible  probably  has  be¬ 
come  the  world’s  “most  widely  un-read 
bestseller,"  there  has  been  no  lessening 
of  need  for  the  moral  and  spiritual  guid¬ 
ance  it  provides.  A  thriving  religious  pub¬ 
lishing  industry  indicates  that  the 
reading  public  appears  to  be  turning  to 
secular  self-help  books  and  a  great  var¬ 
iety  of  religious  books  and  periodicals  for 
such  guidance.  Responses  to  a  recent 
Reporter  survey  indicated  that  many 
persons  have  been  significantly  influ¬ 
enced  by  books  which  are  based  on  bibli¬ 
cal  ideas  and  designed  to  result  in  spir¬ 
itual  growth  (see  story  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

We  affirm  the  positive  value  of  reli¬ 
gious  books,  just  as  we  affirm  the  value 
of  newspapers  and  other  secular  com¬ 
munications  media.  Their  value  is  com¬ 
promised,  however,  when  they  take  the 
place  of  regular  and  direct  encounters 
with  the  Bible  as  God’s  Word. 

No  other  source  —  secular  or  religious 
—  can  compare  with  the  Bible’s  depth, 
breadth  and  wisdom  in  addressing 
humanity’s  needs.  For  nearly  20  centur¬ 
ies,  in  fact,  the  Bible  has  been  the  pri¬ 
mary  written  medium  through  which 
God  has  revealed  His  nature  and  His  will, 
and  called  persons  into  a  living  relation¬ 
ship.  It  has  served  as  both  the  handbook 
and  the  inspiration  for  countless  genera¬ 
tions  of  persons  who  have  responded  to  the 
call  to  follow  the  way  of  Christ.  Despite  its 
antiquity  and  disagreements  as  to 
whether  its  every  word  should  be  taken 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


at  literal  face  value,  the  Bible  continues 
to  be  the  most  trustworthy  guide  for 
living  ever  written. 

There  are  encouraging  signs  that  the 
Bible  is  being  “re-discovered”  today, 
even  as  a  source  of  worldly  wisdom.  A 
recent  survey  of  eight  leading  intellec¬ 
tuals  by  “Time"  magazine  revealed,  for 
example,  that  five  of  the  eight  considered 
the  Bible  to  be  one  of  the  five  essential 
books  every  “truly  educated"  person 
should  read— as  a  “landmark  of  human 
imagination’’  and  for  its  “great  language." 

More  important,  however,  is  the  ap¬ 
parent  re-discovery  by  many  persons  of 
the  Bible  as  God’s  living  Word.  Such 
basic  back-to-the-Bible  programs  as  the 
Bethel  Bible  Series,  the  Trinity  Bible 
Study  and  the  comprehensive  Bible  study 
inspired  by  the  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  reflect  both  the  depth 
of  humanity’s  need  for  spiritual  nourish¬ 
ment  and  the  ability  of  the  biblical  mes¬ 
sage  to  satisfy  it.  Persons  who  allow 
themselves  to  be  encountered  by  God 
through  a  serious  and  ongoing  study  of 
the  scriptures  almost  invariably  report  a 
deepening  of  their  faith  and  a  more  posi¬ 
tive  and  hopeful  outlook  on  life,  and  in 
some  cases  first-time  professions  of  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord.  Consequently, 
we  should  actively  encourage  and  par¬ 
ticipate  in  structured  Bible  study  when¬ 
ever  possible. 

But  even  if  a  structured  study  is  not 
possible,  the  availability  of  many  inex¬ 
pensive  translations  of  the  Bible  makes  it 
as  profitable  as  ever  for  Christians  to 
delve  first-hand  into  the  scriptures. 

While  we  are  not  usually  inclined  to 
make  or  encourage  others  to  make  New 
Year’s  resolutions,  we  believe  there  is 
one  resolution  that  every  Christian  can 
make  —  and  keep  —  in  1983:  “I  will  read 
the  Bible  daily.”  By  faithfully  practicing 
this  simple  daily  exercise  —  not  instead 
of  but  in  addition  to  reading  the  news¬ 
paper  and  other  sources  of  information 
—  we  can  reclaim  our  heritage  as  a 
“people  of  The  Book."  And  we  can  expect 
substantial  benefits  to  follow  when  we 
tap  this  timeless  source  of  spiritual 
strength  and  guidance. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

Even  in  the  midst  of  the  busy  holiday 
season,  more  than  250  readers  of  the 
Reporter  responded  to  a  recent 
invitation  to  “share  good  reading  ideas 
with  one  another.”  Taken  together,  their 
responses  may  be  of  interest  to  other 
readers,  and  possibly  worthy  of  attention 
by  church  leaders  for  what  they  suggest 
about  the  reading  tastes  and  habits  of  the 
church's  members. 

The  Reporter  makes  no  claim  of 
scientific  validity  for  this  survey. 
Readers  were  free  to  name  virtually  any 
book  besides  the  Bible,  and  more  than  200 
different  titles  were  mentioned. 

Nevertheless,  certain  titles  and 
authors  surfaced  with  sufficient 
frequency  to  suggest  that  they  have 
influenced  many  readers.  The  following 
are  among  the  “reading  ideas" 
mentioned  most  frequently.  Together 
with  some  of  the  comments  explaining 
why  these  are  the  “favorites”  of  many 
UMR  readers,  they  provide  a  kind  of 
“marketplace”  in  which  other  readers 
can  ‘ ‘shop’  ’  for  good  reading. 

Books  of  most  lasting  impact 

In  answer  to  the  question,  “What  single 
book  that  you’ve  ever  read,  other  than 
the  Bible,  has  had  the  most  lasting 
impact  upon  your  understanding  and/or 
practice  of  the  Christian  faith  and  why?” 
two  books  and  their  authors  stood  out: 
“Mere  Christianity”  by  C.  S.  Lewis  and 
“The  Christian  Agnostic”  by  Leslie 
Weatherhead  (see  summary  of  survey 
results  elsewhere  on  this  page) . 

A  Mobile,  Alabama  laywoman  had  this 
to  say  about  “Mere  Christianity”:  “This 
is  such  a  human  and  practical  book 
dealing  with  several  aspects  and 
questions  of  the  Christian  faith.  I  have 
found  the  need  at  several  points  in  my 
life  to  go  back  and  re-read  the  book.”  A 
Canton,  Illinois  minister  said:  “It  drew 
me  to  Jesus,  to  a  commitment  to  follow 
and  surrender  to  him,  by  helping  me  an¬ 
swer  many  questions  about  God,  life,  and 
Christianity  for  the  first  time  in  a  satisfy¬ 
ing  way— a  very  persuasive  book.” 

Regarding  Weatherhead’s  “The 
Christian  Agnostic,”  a  Jamestown, 


Kansas  reader  said:  “It  dealt  with  many 
of  my  own  questions  and  made  me 
think."  A  Salisbury,  Missouri  minister 
said:  "It  reflected  my  understanding  of 
the  nature  and  work  of  God  with  human¬ 
kind.”  According  to  an  Abilene,  Texas 
laywoman  “It  made  me  realize  I’m  not 
the  only  one  who  questions  and  doubts 
some  traditional  Christian  teachings.” 

Leslie  Weatherhead,  who  was  the  sur¬ 
vey’s  most  frequently  named  author  (22 
times),  also  had  another  book  —  “The 
Will  of  God”  —  among  the  five  most  fre¬ 
quently  mentioned  “most  lasting  im¬ 
pact"  books.  He  “helped  me  understand 
what  could  be  meant  by  that  phrase,"  an 
Erie,  Pennsylvania  laywoman  said. 

“In  His  Steps”  by  Charles  Sheldon  was 
also  mentioned  by  several  readers  as 
having  a  lasting  impact.  “It  gave  me  a 
‘blueprint’  to  explain  the  Bible  and  my 
responsibilities  as  a  follower  of  Christ,” 
said  a  Mankato,  Minnesota  laywoman. 
“It  showed  me  how  I  should  ask  ‘What 
would  Jesus  do?’  before  acting”  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  Fayetteville,  Arkansas  lay- 
woman. 

Norman  Vincent  Peale  was  another 
frequently  named  author  (7  times) 
whose  book  “The  Power  of  Positive 
Thinking”  appeared  on  the  “most  lasting 
impact”  list,  and  his  organization’s 
magazine  called  “Guideposts”  was  the 
second  most  frequently  cited  periodical.  A 
Miami,  Oklahoma  laywoman  said  of  Dr. 
Peale’s  book,  “It  provided  prescriptions 
for  living  the  Christian  faith.” 

Recent  helpful  books 

The  second  question  of  our  inquiry  — 
“What  recent  (within  the  last  year  or  so) 
book  has  contributed  most  helpfully  to 
your  growth  as  a  Christian  and  why?"  — 
did  not  yield  nearly  so  many  clear-cut 
favorites  as  the  first.  Nevertheless,  one 
title  particularly  stood  out  from  others  in 
the  frequency  with  which  it  was  cited: 
“When  Bad  Things  Happen  to  Good 
People.”  Ironically,  its  author,  Harold 
Kushner,  is  a  Jewish  rabbi. 

A  Prince  Georges,  Maryland  layman 
said  it  offers  “one  of  the  best  approaches 
to  human  suffering  I’ve  ever  seen.”  It 
“gave  me  hope,”  said  a  Dallas,  Texas 
laywoman.  “We  too  lost  a  son  —  Rabbi 


To  the  Editor 

This  is  in  response  to  the  “Here  I 
Stand"  article  in  the  Dec.  3  issue 
headlined  “Jesus  Christ’s  return  to  earth 
—  does  it  have  Scriptural  basis?” 

Mr.  Jones  made  an  astute  observation 
in  the  last  paragraph  of  his  article  when 
he  said:  “It  seems  that  there  are  as 
many  different  opinions  concerning  the 
Millennium  as  there  arecongregatiws.” 

Christ  recognized  the  frailty  of  human 
beings  when  he  quoted  Isaiah  (Matt. 
15:9):  “in  vain  do  they  worship  me, 
teaching  as  doctrines  the  precepts  of 
men.”  It  is  because  of  the  human  frailty 
that  there  are  hundreds  of  different 
groups  that  call  themselves  Christian. 
There  are  as  many  opinions  (doctrines), 
as  Mr.  Jones  observes,  as  there  are 
people  who  will  foolishly  spend  their  time 
thinking  of  them. 

In  2  Peter  3:3  we  see  a  reference  again 
to  this  human  frailty:  “First  of  all  you 
must  understand  this,  that  scoffers  will 
come  in  the  last  days  with  scoffing, 
following  their  own  passions  ..."  Then 
in  the  same  chapter,  “and  count  the 
forebearance  of  our  Lord  as  salvation.  So 
also  our  beloved  brother  Paul  wrote  to 
you  according  to  the  wisdom  given  him, 
speaking  of  this  as  he  does  in  all  his 
letters.  There  are  some  things  in  them 
hard  to  understand,  which  the  ignorant 
and  unstable  twist  to  their  own  destruc¬ 
tion,  as  they  do  the  other  scriptures.” 


Some  Christians  are  big  on  saying  that 
they  have  faith,  then  in  the  next  breath 
rationalizing  what  they  lack  the 
knowledge  to  understand.  (I  believe  this 
was  Adam  and  Eve’s  great  shortcoming). 
This  process  of  rationalizing,  leads  to 
opinions  (doctrines)  that  lead  people 
away  from  the  truth.  And  when  a  false 
doctrine  is  accepted  as  truth,  it  is  difficult 
for  us  to  accept  the  truth  when  it  is  finally 
revealed.  T  .  , 

Leslie  E.  Delahay 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

WCC  defended 

from  unfair  attacks 

To  the  Editor  : 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  is  often 
criticized  for  being  too  concerned  with 
political  and  social  issues  and  not 
sticking  to  purely  religious  ones.  This 
narrow  view  is  beyond  my  comprehen¬ 
sion.  Christianity  is  broad  in  scope, 
making  it  difficult  to  categorize  behavior 
correctly  as  either  social  or  religious. 

I  don’t  believe  it  is  possible  to  be  truly 
religious  without  showing  concern  for  the 
social  ills  in  our  world.  I  am  proud  that 
my  church  is  part  of  an  organization  that 


demonstrates  this  concern  for  people 
regardless  of  the  form  of  government 
under  which  they  may  live,  even  our 
own. 

True,  the  WCC  takes  stands  on 
controversial  issues.  Jesus  took  stands  in 
His  day  that  were  frowned  upon  by 
supporters  of  the  status  quo.  Would  the 
critics  of  the  WCC  call  Him  communist? 
That  is  nqt.fo  suggest  that  the  WCC  is 
beyond  criticism,  but  the  criticism 
should  be  based  on  the  whole  truth  and 
not  half  truths. 

Elizabeth  Walsh 

Clovis,  California 

Editorial  about  World 
Council  discussed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  insightful 
editorials  in  the  Dec.  3  issue  regarding 
our  relations  with  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  The  WCC’s  power  base  is  very 
fragile  indeed.  A  key  is  your  phrase 
“without  regard  for  the  feelings  of 
Christians”  with  differing  views.  That  is 
tragic  in  light  of  your  clear  and  right 
position  that  if  the  World  Council  didn’t 


My  Witness 

Having  found  Christ  we  should 
worship  Him  as  Wise  Men  did 
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By  PATRICIA  QUINTALINO 

When  our  church’s  Christmas  cele¬ 
brations  are  over  and  we  move  into  the 
cold  winter  months,  and  attendance 
sharply  drops,  I  think  of  the  message 
implicit  in  the  story  of  the  Wise  Men. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  story  is  too 
beautiful  not  to  be  true.  There  is  no 
parallel  in  any  other  first-century 
Christian  writing.  We  do  not  know  if  it 
“really  happened.”  The  importance  of 
this  story  lies  not  in  historical  documen¬ 
tation  but  in  its  value  as  a  work  of  art,  a 
gift  given  by  Matthew  to  the  Christ  child, 
which  expresses  great  truths. 

The  Wise  Men  believed  that  the  coming 
of  a  great  man,  a  king,  was  heralded  by 
the  appearance  of  a  striking  new  star.  As 
astrologers,  they  would  have  first 
discovered  the  star  while  busy  at  their 
daily  work.  Knowing  what  this  star 
foretold,  they  did  not  choose  to  remain  in 
their  comfortable  homes,  but  they 
followed  the  star.  They  traveled  a  great 
distance,  undoubtedly  experiencing 
hardships  and  discomfort  on  the  way. 
Finally,  in  Bethlehem,  they  found  the 
child  they  were  seeking. 

What  did  they  do  when  they  found  the 
child?  Did  they  wish  to  question  his 
parents,  inspect  the  place  of  his  birth, 
interview  the  nearby  shepherds?  No! 
They  came  to  worship.  Did  the  Wise  Men 
know  just  how  great  this  child  would  be? 
No!  Matthew  knew.  Matthew  knew,  as 
we  do,  that  this  child  was  the  Son  of  God, 
given  to  us  in  love,  and  that  through  his 
birth,  subsequent  life,  death  and 
resurrection,  the  world  has  been 
redeemed.  Matthew  knew  and  we  know 
that  “God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave 
his  only  Son,  that  whoever  believes  in 
him  should  not  perish  but  have  eternal 
life"  (John 3: 16). 

Jesus,  the  man,  said  “I  am  the  way, 
and  the  truth,  and  the  life;  no  one  comes 
to  the  Father,  but  by  me"  (John  14:6). 

Jesus  is  the  way.  In  him  we  see  that 


people  should  be  and  how  we  should  live. 

He  showed  how  people  should  live  with 
God  in  humility  and  devotion  and  trust; 
how  people  should  live  with  each  other  in 
mutual  regard  and  goodwill;  how 
nations  should  live  together  in  justice 
and  love. 

Jesus  is  the  truth.  He  is  the  revelation 
of  God.  Through  Him  we  know  what  God 
is  like  —  the  holy  God  whom  we  worship, 
the  righteous  God  whom  we  obey,  the 
God  of  love  whom  we  trust  and  who  u  f 

delivers  us  from  fear,  the  God  of  mercy  Benefits  of  program 
who  forgives,  the  Father  to  whom  we  on  nuclear  war  cited 
come  as  children. 
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exist,  we'd  need  to  create  one! 

The  WCC’s  confrontation  with 
Americans,  which  you  described  in  a 
related  editorial,  gives  clues  as  to  what 
has  happened.  The  body  deserves  self- 
criticism,  but  often  considers  itself  above 
internal  debate.  I  appreciated  especially 
your  affirmation  that  “millions  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians  daily  attempt  to  relate 
their  faith  ...”  Many  who  do  so  feel  un¬ 
comfortable  with  pronouncements  of  both 
our  own  denomination  and  the  WCC! 

I  have  long  felt  that  our  loss  of 
members  over  the  past  weary  years  was 
unnecessary.  Having  twice  served  on  the 
State  Central  Committee  of  Minnesota’s 
new  Independent  Republican  Party,  I 
can  verify  that  many  councils  and 
pastors,  and  many  UMC-WCC 
functionaries,  seem  as  often  to  quote 
from  Democratic  platforms  as  from  our 
Bibles.  Thus  we  have  lost  millions  of 
thinking  people  with  different  views  —  a 
tragedv  indeed! 

John  Richardson 

Proctor,  Minnesota 


Jesus  is  the  life.  He  shows  people 
themselves,  what  they  are  in  their  sin, 
and  what  they  may  become  by  God’s 
grace.  He  brings  God  to  people  —  the  God 
who  judges  and  forgives,  thus 
reconciling  people  to  God  and  bringing 
them  into  a  living  fellowship.  Through 
this  fellowship  with  God,  people  receive 
the  power  of  a  new  life  and  are  made 
whole.  Jesus  creates  the  new  fellowship, 
the  church,  in  which  people  receive  the 
new  life  and  live  it. 

This  is  the  truth.  Did  the  Wise  Men 
know  this?  No!  Yet  what  did  they  do? 
They  came  to  worship.  Can  we  do  less? 

As  Christians,  we  are  called  to  worship 
God  together  as  a  community.  John 
Wesley  once  said  that  “The  Bible  knows 
nothing  of  solitary  religion.”  We  are 
called  to  worship  together  —  not  just  at 
Christmas,  or  Easter,  but  in  all  seasons. 

“.  .  .  the  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is, 
when  the  true  worshipers  will  worship 
the  Father  in  spirit  and  truth,  for  such 
the  Father  seeks  to  worship  him”  (John 
4:23). 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  UMR  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life. 

This  week's  contributor,  Mrs.  Patricia 
Quintalino,  is  a  member  of  the  Freeport 
UMC,  Freeport.  New  York. 


To  the  Editor: 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  was 
offered  a  six-hour  worship  service,  and 
you  can  bet  that  under  normal 
circumstances  I  would  not  have  held  still 
for  it  one  bit,  but  recently  in  the  La  Mesa 
UMC  it  was  different. 

The  entire  six  hours  was  devoted  to 
information  on  atomic  warfare.  The 
subject  was  studied  from  every 
conceivable  angle.  Ordinary  laypersons 
who  had  studied  the  issue,  college  pro¬ 
fessors,  students  and  the  Physicians  for 
Social  Responsibility  helped  to  make  the 
service  scientific  and  meaningful. 

Half  way  through  the  six  hours  a  free 
dinner  was  served  and  the  dining  room 
was  full  of  like-minded  people  who  had 
fully  committed  themselves  to  resist 
atomic  build-up  at  every  opportunity. 

After  six  hours  of  logic,  explanation 
and  concern  there  is  little  likelihood  of 
any  of  us  ever  changing  our  minds  and 
commitment. 

We  learned  the  impossible  horror  of 
atomic  war  and  the  futility  of  trying  to 
protect  anyone  from  its  horror. 

La  Mesa,  California  is  a  sophisticated 
community  and  it  takes  a  lot  of  work  and 
leadership  to  pull  off  this  kind  of  miracle. 
Isn’t  it  a  pity  that  more  churches  do  not 
offer  such  enlightened  worship  services? 

W.  F.  Pete  Powell 
San  Marcos,  California 


Helpful  Reading 


To  commemorate  both  National  Bible  Week  (Nov.  21-28)  and  the  200  year 
history  of  religious  publishing  in  the  United  States,  Reporter  readers  were 
invited  in  late  November  to  “share  good  reading  ideas”  by  naming  the  books 
and  periodicals  which  have  helped  to  shape  their  religious  faith  and  life. 
Although  readers  were  free  to  name  virtually  any  publication  besides  the  Bible 
several  titles  appeared  more  than  once.  Those  mentioned  most  frequently  by 
the  261  readers  who  responded  are  listed  below : 

BOOKS  OF  MOST  LASTING  IMPACT 

(11)  “Mere  Christianity,"  C.S.  Lewis 
(  8)  “The  Christian  Agnostic,"  Leslie  Weatherhead 
(  6)  “In  His  Steps,”  Charles  Sheldon 
(  4)  “The  Will  of  God,"  Leslie  Weatherhead 
(  3)  “The  Power  of  Positive  Thinking,"  Norman  Vincent  Peale 

MOST  HELPFUL  RECENT  BOOKS 

(  9)  “When  Bad  Things  Happen  to  Good  People,”  Harold  Kushner 
(  5)  "Reaching  Out,”  Henri  Nouwen 
(  4)  “The  Call  to  Conversion,"  Jim  Wallis 
(  3)  “On  Being  a  Christian,"  Hans  Kung 

MOST  HELPFUL  PERIODICALS 

(60)  United  Methodist  Reporter 
(27)  Guideposts 
(21)  Christian  Century 
(18)  Upper  Room 

(12)  Sojourners 

RESPONDENTS  22%  ministers 
AGE  OF  RESPONDENTS  18-35/15% 


54%  laywomen  24%  laymen 
36-50/32%  51-64/35%  65-1-/18% 


Human  frailty  basis  for  our  varied  doctrines 


Kushner’s  faith  is  the  faith  I’ve  learned 
to  live  with  and  by  as  he  did,”  an 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  laywoman 
commented. 

A  number  of  the  books  of  Henri 
Nouwen,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  were 
mentioned  by  readers,  but  none  so 
frequently  as  “Reaching  Out,”  which 
“deals  with  major  issues  of  a  sound 
spiritual  life.” 

“It  introduced  me  to  a  new  life  focused 
on  the  Jesus  Prayer  —  ‘Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  have  mercy  on  me,’  ”  a  Chicago 
minister  said. 

The  book  “acquainted  me  with  the  per¬ 
sonal  and  relational  dimensions  of 
spirituality  including  loneliness  and  soli¬ 
tude,”  said  a  Champaign,  Illinois  minis¬ 
ter. 

“Sojourners”  editor,  Jim  Wallis,  placed 
a  book  on  the  “recent  helpful”  list,  “The 
Call  to  Conversion.”  A  few  of  the  com¬ 
ments  on  this  book  were:  “A  statement 
of  vital  piety  and  social  purpose  com¬ 
bined  with  vocational  clarity”  (Norwell, 
Massachusetts  minister)  and  “Most 
helpful  in  enabling  me  to  apply  my  faith 
in  all  aspects  of  my  life”  (Vineyard 
Haven,  Massachusetts  laywoman). 

One  of  the  few  books  (along  with 
“Mere  Christianity”)  which  appeared 
more  than  once  on  both  the  “most  lasting 
impact”  and  “recent  helpful”  lists  was 
“On  Being  a  Christian”  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  theologian,  Hans  Kung.  In  light 
of  this  book’s  “heaviness”  (both 
theologically  and  literally),  this  result 
was  somewhat  surprising.  There  is  an 
apparent  need  for  many  people  to  know 
what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian  in  the 
modern  world.  A  Newberg,  Oregon 
minister  added,  for  example:  “Its 
general  thrust  stimulated  me  in  several 
areas  of  Christian  growth.” 

Most  helpful  periodicals 

The  final  question  —  “What  current 
periodical  —  quarterly,  monthly  or 
weekly  —  contributes  most  regularly 
and  helpfully  to  your  understanding 
and/or  exercise  of  the  Christian  faith  and 
why?  ”  —  likewise  yielded  a  great  variety 
of  responses,  but  much  less  so  than  the 
books.  Several  of  those  named  were 
unfamiliar  even  to  members  of  the 
Reporter  staff.  There  were,  however, 
five  clear  favorites,  with  the  “United 
Methodist  Reporter”  leading  the  way  by 
appearing  on  almost  one-fourth,  of  all  the 
responses  to  this  question. 

One  comment  with  respect  to  the 
Reporter  from  a  Muncie,  Indiana 
laywoman  was  indicative  of  many 
others:  “We  have  taken  the  paper  since 
we  first  heard  about  it  at  the  1968 
General  Conference.  I  look  forward  to  it 
each  week  for  it  keeps  me  informed 


about  issues  facing  our  churches.  It  gives 
me  strength  and  encouragement  as  I 
read  what  others  are  doing.  It  challenges 
me.  And  I  feel  a  bond  with  United  Meth¬ 
odists  across  the  nation  and  the  world.” 

The  next  most  frequently  named 
periodical,  “Guideposts,”  received  these 
comments  among  others:  “Supplies 
creative  help  for  daily  living,”  according 
to  a  Montrose,  Colorado  layman.  A  Knob 
Noster,  Missouri  laywoman  said,  “It 
speaks  to  the  common  everyday  people 
who  encounter  Christ  in  their  lives." 

“The  Christian  Century”  was  another 
periodical  listed  as  helpful  by  numerous 
readers.  “Its  articles,  editorials  and 
reviews  concern  topics  of  interest  to 
me,”  a  New  Haven,  Connecticut 
laywoman  said.  A  Peninsula,  Ohio 
minister  said  "Good  overview  of  current 
church  events  and  theology." 

Close  behind  was  “The  Upper  Room.” 
An  Oakland,  California  laywoman  said: 
“It  has  encouraged  and  stimulated  regu¬ 
lar  devotions  and  prayer,  and  increased 
my  knowledge  of  the  scriptures.” 

The  fifth  most  frequently-named  perio¬ 
dical,  “Sojourners”  magazine,  was  cited 
primarily  by  ministers.  A  Chicago  min¬ 
ister  said:  “It  helps  me  understand  the 
rich  relationship  between  our  faith  and 
its  socio-political  involvement.” 

A  changing  of  the  guard? 

The  foregoing  suggests  only  the  most 
frequently  cited  of  the  many  titles  and 
reader  comments  which  were  received  in 
response  to  the  Reporter’s  “editorial 
inquiry.”  Common  to  all  of  the 
responses,  however,  was  an  obvious 
desire  to  share  and  talk  about  the  sources 
of  information  and  inspiration  that 
others  are  tapping,  particularly  in 
relationship  to  current  personal  needs 
and  the  development  of  one’s  spiritual 
life. 

Also,  there  was  a  conspicuous 
absence  —  with  but  a  few  exceptions  —  of 
many  of  the  Christian  writers  and 
thinkers  who  have  been  referred  to  as  the 
theological  “giants”  of  our  time:  Paul 
Tillich,  Karl  Barth,  Reinhold  Niebuhr, 
Rudolph  Bultmann  and  Emile  Brunner, 
for  example.  Perhaps  we  are 
experiencing  a  “changing  of  the  guard.” 
Maybe  the  appeal  and  impact  of  these 
“giants”  was  less  then  previously 
thought.  Or  perhaps  the  influence  of  their 
thought  on  the  typical  layperson  was 
more  indirect  than  direct.  In  any  event,  it 
is  clear  from  the  volume  and  the  great 
variety  of  responses  received  to  our  invi¬ 
tation  that  many  Christians  today  are 
thinking  for  themselves.  It  is  equally 
clear  that  many  of  them  have  a  great 
deal  to  share  with  others  who  are  simi¬ 
larly  eager  to  deepen  their  understand¬ 
ing  and  practice  of  the  Christian  faith. 


<  CLASSIFIED  f 

ONE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO'S  oldest  residence  clubs 
for  young  women  pursuing  careers  and  professional 
studies  is  now  accepting  applications  for 
bookkeeper.  Seeking  refined  women  able  to  counsel, 
teach  money  management  skills,  and  be  on  call. 
Private  suite  and  meals.  Salary  negotiable.  Relocate 
to  San  Francisco's  Nob  Hill  area.  Position  opei  2-1 

83.  Send  resume  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Inn.  1040  Bush 
Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  94109,  Attention:  Ms.  Hall, 

WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION  on  the  Royal  England, 
Wales,  Scotland  and  Ireland  Top  Deluxe  Tour  April 
25-May  9-15  days,  depart  from  Dallas-Ft.  Worth 
Airport,  with  Reverend  Marshall  McQueen,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  577,  Carthage 

TX  75633. 

EDUCATIONAL  COORDINATOR:  1,200-member 
Dallas  church  serving  a  professional  constituency 

DIRECTOR:  YOUTH  AND  EVANGELISM  -  work 
with  downtown  church.  This  is  an  immediate 
opening.  Need  energetic  person  to  rebuild  strong 
program.  Salary  negotiable.  Experience  and 

emphasis  on  children's  ministry  Experience  and 
college  degree  helpful.  Salary  $8,000  annually. 
Please  send  resume  to  P  O.  Box  221076,  Dept.  K, 
Dallas,  TX  75222.  ; 

Bachelors  Degree  desirable.  Send  resume  and 
picture  to  Rev.  John  M.  Fletcher,  P.  O.  Box  1156, 
West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33402. 

U.  M.  BISHOP  ENDORSES  Bicentennial  Pub¬ 
lication.  Bishop  Calvin  McConnell  of  the  Portland!, 

NOB  HILL.  MARY  ELIZABETH  Inn.  1040  Bush 
Street,  Dpt.  UMR.  San  Francisco,  CA  94109, 
Christian  residency  for  young  women  pursuing 
careers  and  professional  studies  now  accepting 
applications.  Send  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 
for  information,  rates  and  application. 

Biography  as  follows:  'I  have  thoroughly  enjoyed 
reading  your  book  on  the  life  of  Bishop  Francis 
Asbury.  It  is  a  marvelous  book  and  the  best  that  I 
have  read  on  the  life  of  this  indomitable  leader  in 
American  Wesleyanism  I  want  to  thank  you  for 
writing  it  in  time  for  the  Bicentennial  celebration  of 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND 
YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  1,500  members  in  fast  grow¬ 
ing  area  of  Florida,  Send  resume,  including  educa¬ 
tion  background,  training,  experience  and  recent 

America."  Title  of  the  book,  "Bishop  Francis 
Asbury:  Field  Marshal  of  the  Lord."  Price.  $12.00 
per  copy,  payment  with  order  Order  from :  Dr.  W  G. 
Smeltzer,  700  S.  Alton  Way,  Denver,  CO 80231. 

photo.  Full-time,  salary  negotiable  based  on  experi¬ 
ence.  education  and  specific  skills.  Send  information 
to:  Rev  Brad  Dinsmore,  Lake  Magdalene  United 
Methodist  Church.  13102  Lake  Magdalene  Blvd., 
Tampa,  FL  33618. 

WANTED:  ADMINISTRATOR  FOR  Friendly  Acres, 

a  retirement  home  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
located  in  Newton,  Kansas.  Self  care,  skilled  nursing 
care,  independent  cottage  living  for  300  residents. 
Send  resume,  references,  salary  information  by 
February  1,  1983,  to  Dr.  Clarence  J  Borger,  560 
North  Park,  Valley  Center.  Kansas.  Telephone  1-316- 
755-1112. 

MICROCOMPUTER  PROGRAMS  for  the  Pastor. 
Membership  &  Financial  Secretaries,  and  Church 

hardware.  Specifications  $1.00.  Exodus  Computing, 
1326A  Seventh  Avenue,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  9681 6-2646 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  is 
needed  for  a  church  of  1,200  members  in  the  rapidly 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/PRO¬ 
GRAM  —  full-time  position  with  emphasis  on  youth. 
Salary  negotiable.  Active,  multi-staff  church  located 
in  northern  suburbs  of  Washington,  D.C.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  by  February  1,  1983,  to:  Millian  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  Parkland  and  Grenoble 

supervision  of  five  choirs  for  all  ages  including 
handbells.  Salary  negotiable  based  upon  education, 
experience,  and  specific  dulls.  For  further 
information,  contact:  Staff-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.  O. 
Box  925,  Katy,  TX  77449  or  phone  (713)  391-2121 . 

formation,  call:  (301)946-2500. 

"SOUVENIRS  OF  ADIRONDACK  Mountains" 

FULL  TIME  YOUTH-ACTIVITIES  Director  needed 
at  once.  Must  be  experienced  and  (rained.  Good 
salary  and  working  conditions.  Send  resume  to: 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  P  O.  Box  577, 

Poems,  prose,  Copious  Photos.  By  native 
Mountaineer.  Choice  gift  item.  $4.00.  100  pages.  Rev, 

E  Lester  Stanton,  4141  North  Rockton  Ave  . 
Rockford,  IL  61103.  If  dissatisfied  return  in  good 
condition  for  refund.  i 

3459. 

CASSETTE  DUPLICATION  $1.50;  Cassettes  from 

WANTED  SEMINARIAN  fcr  12  month  Chaplain 
Internship  In  women's  prison.  Write  Chaplain  Judith 
Coleman,  SCIM  Box  «180,  Muncy.  PA  17756. 

Reels,  8  Tracks,  Records,  $2.00,  None  P  only  ;  Psalms- 
Proverbs  $12.00,  NT  $22.50,  OT  $67.50;  Plus  50< 
Mailing;  3021  Sunrise,  Alamogordo,  NM  88310;  (505) 
434-1800  { 
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Church  scrutinized: 


Media  attention  expands  in  ‘82;  Digest 
attack  on  relief  draws  strong  response 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Several  United  Methodist  leaders  have 
strongly  defended  the  denomination’s 
support  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  (NCC)  in  the  wake  of 
a  highly  critical  article  in  the  January 
issue  of  Reader’s  Digest. 


Among  the  NCC  programs  criticized  in 
the  Digest  article  for  becoming  politi¬ 
cized  is  Church  World  Service,  the  relief 


Bishop  Armstrong:  caught  in  spot¬ 
light  during  first  year  as  National 
Council  of  Churches  president. 


and  rehabilitation  arm  of  the  council. 

More  than  $6  million  of  the  nearly  $8 
million  given  to  the  NCC  from  the  United 
Methodist  sources  in  1980  went  to  relief- 
related  efforts.  Some  $279,236  went  for 
general  management  and  general  pro¬ 
gram  purposes. 

Bishop  Wayne  K.  Clymer  of  the  Iowa 
Area  is  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  which  works  closely 
with  Church  World  Service.  He  commen¬ 
ted: 

"In  six  years  of  representing  Church 
World  Service  around  the  world,  I  have 
been  in  countries  dominated  by  rightist 
dictatorial  leaders,  in  democratic  coun¬ 
tries  and  in  countries  that  are  socialist  in 
organization  and  structure.  I  have 
discovered  wherever  I  have  gone  that 
there  has  been  a  basic  trust  because  they 
know  we  are  not  there  to  promote  a  par¬ 
ticular  ideology.  We  are  there  to  help 
people  in  need,  both  immediate  need  and 
to  help  them  begin  to  stand  on  their  own 
feet  and  be  free  from  the  constant  threat 
of  hunger. 

“It  is  sad  that  a  magazine  with  the 
circulation  of  the  Digest  (8  million) 
should  sow  seeds  of  fear  and  mistrust  in 
the  minds  of  so  many  people  and  thwart 
the  compassionate  ministry  of  Christ  in 
our  world.” 

The  Digest  article  —  “Do  you  know 
where  your  church  offerings  go?  You’d 


better  find  out  —  because  they  may  be 
supporting  revolution  instead  of  reli¬ 
gion”  —  capped  a  year  in  which  the 
involvement  of  mainline  churches  in 
social  and  international  issues  came 
under  severe  scrutiny  and  attack. 

An  August  Digest  article  about  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  was  entitled 
“Karl  Marx  or  Jesus  Christ?  ” 

Last  winter,  considerable  media  atten¬ 
tion  was  devoted  to  an  attack  by  the  Rev. 
Greg  Dixon,  head  of  Indiana’s  Moral 
Majority,  on  the  National  Council  and  its 
president,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  Armstrong.  Mr.  Dixon  said  he  be¬ 
lieved  Bishop  Armstrong  to  be  a  com¬ 
munist. 

Articles  in  the  New  York  Times,  a 
segment  on  NBC’s  “Today”  television 
show  and  other  media  attention  have 
been  devoted  to  the  question  of  whether 
the  national  agencies  of  the  mainline 
Protestant  denominations  have  become 
more  ideological  than  theological. 

Showing  up  frequently  in  these  instan¬ 
ces  has  been  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy,  a  group  which  claims  a 
strong  bias  for  democracy  and  against 
communism.  It  has  alleged  the  churches 
are  supporting  groups  that  favor  non- 
democratic  solutions  to  various  interna¬ 
tional  problems. 

The  article  in  the  January  Digest  in¬ 
cludes  a  box  with  the  headline  “How  you 


can  help.”  It  suggests  that  church  mem¬ 
bers  contact  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  and  quotes  the  institute’s 
chairman,  United  Methodist  evangelist 
Edmund  Robb,  on  how  to  deal  with  the 
alleged  politicization  of  the  NCC. 

Many  mainline  church  leaders  have 
speculated  about  the  cause  of  all  this 
media  attention. 

The  Rev.  Keith  I.  Pohl  of  Michigan,  a 
UM  member  of  the  NCC  governing 
board,  told  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  that  he  believes  the  Reader’s  Digest 
has  adopted  an  editorial  policy  of  becom¬ 
ing  the  voice  of  “neo-McCarthy  ism.” 

Others  have  suggested  that  Dr.  Robb’s 
institute  —  backed  by  wealthy,  neo-con- 
servative  foundations  —  has  carried  out 
a  well-organized  media  campaign.  Still 
other  church  leaders  have  questioned  if 
the  government  of  South  Africa  might  be 
behind  all  these  attacks  because  of  the 
mainline  churches’  strong  voice  against 
South  Africa’s  system  of  apartheid. 

Marti  Galovic,  an  associate  producer 
of  the  TV  show  “Sixty  Minutes,”  told  the 
Reporter  that  none  of  those  theories 
covers  the  reason  her  news  team  plans  to 
air  a  two-part  segment  about  mainline 
churches  and  politics  during  January. 

She  said  news  organizations  devoted  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  scrutinizing  the 
“Religious  Right’s”  involvement  in  poli¬ 
tics  during  the  last  three  years.  It 


seemed  to  be  only  a  matter  of  fairness 
and  good  news  sense  to  look  at  political 
involvement  by  the  “religious  left,”  she 
said.  She  said  she  had  no  contact  with  Dr. 
Robb’s  institute  until  her  research  was 
well  under  way. 

Charles  Pintchman,  deputy  director  of 
corporate  affairs  for  the  Reader's  Di¬ 
gest,  told  the  Reporter  that  it  is  inappro¬ 
priate  to  comment  on  why  the  Digest 
runs  a  story  about  anything.  The  Digest 
does  not  have  to  justify  running  articles, 
he  said.  If  a  story  is  of  interest  to  a  broad 
audience,  that  is  enough  justification. 

The  Digest  article  relies  heavily  on  the 
so-called  “Jessup  Report”  of  how  United 
Methodist  funds  are  given  to  groups 
which  allegedly  support  Marxist  and 
other  non-democratic  causes.  When  that 
report  was  released  in  1980,  a  Reader’s 
Digest  spokesperson  told  the  Reporter  an 
article  was  being  prepared  about  the 
Jessup  Report.  It  never  appeared.  Mr. 
Pintchman  last  week  denied  to  the 
Reporter  that  he  was  aware  of  any  con¬ 
nection  between  the  present  article  and 
anything  planned  two  years  ago. 

He  also  denied  that  the  Digest  has  any 
relationship  with  the  South  Africa  gov¬ 
ernment. 

Dr.  Robb  also  denies  any  connection 
with  the  South  Africa  government  He 
pointed  out  that  the  institute  has  a  policy 
against  apartheid. 


Nonetheless,  United  Methodist  leaders 
say  they  can’t  understand  the  use  of 
“half-truths,  hearsay  and  in  some  instan¬ 
ces  completely  inaccurate  statements,” 
especially  in  the  two  Digest  articles. 

The  NCC  has  prepared  a  point-by-point 
response  to  the  current  Digest  article. 
Persons  may  obtain  it  by  writing  to  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Dr.  Robb:  frequent  source  for  media 
questioning  of  church  involvement  in 
political  issues. 


Church-wide  benefits 
seen  from  controversy 
over  Mississippi  man 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK  ~~ 


Challenge  wrenches  Mississippians 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LEXINGTON,  Miss.  -  The  Rev. 
Dudley  Brown  more  than  any  other 
person,  has  led  Mississippi  United 
Methodists  in  their  year  long  protest 
against  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  support  of  a  twice-convicted 
black,  former  mayor  in  Holmes  County. 

“It  has  been  a  wrenching 
experience,”  Mr.  Brown  says.  He  has 
been  hospitalized  twice  during  the  last 
two  months  because  of  heart  problems. 

His  efforts  may  be  based  on  racist 
motives,  a  report  by  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
suggested.  Various  Global  Ministries 
officials  and  other  church  leaders  have 
said  the  protest  Mr.  Brown  led  is  rooted 
in  white  supremacist  values  left  over 
from  the  ’60s. 

Annual  conference  leaders  say  Mr. 
Brown  in  the  past  has  been  among  the 
hardest  workers  for  improved  racial 
attitudes  in  congregations  he  has 
served.  During  the  ’60s  when  many 
churches  in  Mississippi  withheld  money 
from  the  denomination  because  of  its 
civil  rights  efforts,  Mr.  Brown  pro¬ 
rated  his  salary  to  his  congregation’s 
giving  to  the  World  Service  fund  to  en¬ 
courage  support  of  national  missions. 

He  claims  that  much  of  the  literature 
and  public  statements  in  Holmes 


County  with  which  Global  Ministries 
staff  persons  have  been  connected  has 
been  overstated  and  even  contained  lies. 

Mr.  Brown  spelled  out  his  position 
recently  in  a  letter  to  the  agency’s 
staff:  “A  lie  is  a  sin,  and  a  sin  is  a  sin 
even  when  sponsored  by  the  church  .  .  . 
There  are  right  ways  and  wrong  ways 
to  do  things.  You 
can  flog  the  pub¬ 
lic,  slap  out  at 
whites,  spread 
truth  and  half- 
truths  to  reach 
your  goal,  or  you 
can  follow  decent 
procedure . . .  The 
controversy  has 
not  been  over 

your  good  inten-  Dudley  Brown 
tions  to  work  in  a  justice  ministry.  . 
but  over  your  methodology.” 

Mr.  Brown  is  quite  pleased  with 
changes  in  Global  Ministries 
procedures  lately.  Twice  during 
December  officials  have  contacted 
local  leaders  before  doing  work  in  the 
county.  Agency  officials  have  taken 
time  to  meet  with  local  United  Method¬ 
ists  when  in  the  county.  Although  there 
has  not  been  agreement,  there  has  been 
respect,  Mr.  Brown  says. 

Nonetheless,  he  says  he  fears  the 


wounds  among  Holmes  County  United 
Methodists  may  not  heal  soon. 
Independent  Methodist  churches  have 
heavily  and  successfully  recruited 
dissatisfied  members  of  the  UM 
churches.  Many  of  his  parishioners  at 
First  UMC  in  Lexington  are  financially 
boycotting  their  local  church  as  well  as 
the  denomination 
—  an  action  Mr. 
Brown  does  not 
encourage. 

The  view  from 
another  district  in 
North  Mississippi 
is  much  more  op¬ 
timistic,  though. 

The  Rev.  Merlin 
D.  Conoway,  a 
Merlin  D.  Conoway  black  district  sup¬ 
erintendent,  says  the  long  controversy 
has  not  had  any  noticeable  effects  on 
the  good  relationships  between  white 
and  black  United  Methodists  in  his 
area. 

All  district  events  are,  of  course, 
integrated,  he  says.  For  example,  the 
quarterly  district  lay  rallies  usually 
draw  around  400  persons.  “About  100 
will  be  blacks.  In  between,  there  are 
integrated  county  lay  events.  When  they 
come  to  the  district  rallies,  they  car 
pool  —  blacks  and  whites  together. 


Fifteen  years  ago  that  wouldn’t  have 
happened." 

Unfortunately,  Mr.  Conoway  says, 
such  black-white  relationships  don’t  oc¬ 
cur  among  church  people  in  Holmes 
County.  Part  of  the  cause  is  that  the 
black  United  Methodists  have  13 
congregations  but  not  one  full-time 
ordained  minister.  The  annual 
conference  council  on  ministries  has 
made  it  a  top  priority  to  move  a  full¬ 
time  minister  and  a  full-time 
community  worker  into  Holmes 
County’s  black  community  next  spring. 
Global  Ministries  has  been  asked  and 
has  agreed  to  help,  he  said. 

“I  view  Dudley  as  a  friend  rather 
than  a  foe,”  Mr.  Conoway  says.  “I 
understand  his  championing  the  cause 
of  his  members.  So  he’s  concentrated 
on  methodology  rather  than  on  justice. 
Personally,  I  also  don’t  identify  with 
the  methods  used"  by  the  organization 
in  Holmes  County  with  which  Global 
Ministries  works. 

He  says  the  sincerity  of  white  Holmes 
County  United  Methodists  who  say  they 
have  not  been  motivated  by  racism  will 
be  tested  during  the  next  few  months. 
Conference  leaders  have  encouraged 
dialogue  sessions  between  white  and 
black  church  members  then. 

-ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


"Gay'  ordination  issue  tops  UM  news 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Associate  Editor 

Almost  weekly  during  1982,  another 
story  broke  related  to  the  involvement  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  o£ 
Global  Ministries  with  the  criminal  cases 
of  Eddie  James  Carthan,  a  black  former 
mayor  of  Tchula,  Miss. 

The  whole  denomination  will  benefit 
from  changes  wrought  by  the 
controversy,  several  denominational 
leaders  have  told  the  Reporter. 

They  said  United  Methodists  every¬ 
where  should  expect  more  intentional  ef¬ 
forts  by  officials  of  general  agencies  to 
talk  with  local  church  leaders  before 
committing  funds  for  a  project  in  their 
particular  locale. 

“This  is  a  new  day  in  the  life  of  our 
church,”  said  the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux, 
chief  of  the  National  Division  of  Global 
Ministries  which  was  most  involved  in 
.  the  Mississippi  episode. 

,,The  “Mississippi  controversy”  has 
.  revealed  the  tremendous  influence  one 
local  congregation  can  have  over  the 
denomination  because  of  United 
Methodism’s  detailed  church  law  and  its 
.  intricate  system  of  connections  among 
its  many  parts,  some  leaders  have  noted. 

It  all  began  last  spring  in  the  360- 
member  congregation  of  First  UMC, 
Lexington,  Miss. 

.  Members  decided  to  challenge  the 
.method  by  which  National  Division  staff 
persons  were  supporting  Mr.  Carthan  in 
their  county.  Members  claimed  that  by 
failing  to  consult  with  Mississippi  United 
Methodists  and  by  engaging  in  public 
activities  for  racial  justice,  the  staff 
persons  were  creating  racial 
-  divisiveness. 

Some  members  told  the  Reporter  that 

•  .they  had  expected  their  protest  would  be 
muffled  within  the  massive  structure  of 

■  the  39,000-congregation  United  Methodist 

•  Church. 

But  instead,  the  connectional  system 
served  as  a  megaphone  that  amplified 
their  local  concern  into  a  national  issue 

•  that  became  one  of  the  biggest  UM  news 
stories  of  1982 

Reverberations  of  that  spring  protest 
continue  at  year’s  end. 

Both  annual  conferences  in  Mississippi 
I*  passed  resolutions  echoing  the  local 
I  concerns.  As  a  result,  three  general 
I  agencies  held  an  unprecedented  hearing 

*  on  the  National  Division's  actions.  Their 
l  reports  and  suggestions  for  changes 
I  emerged  during  the  rest  of  the  year.  The 
:  Judicial  Council,  the  UMC’s  highest 
I  court  of  law,  ruled  in  October  that  the 
;  National  Division  had  in  fact  violated 
'  church  law.  The  council  defined 
'?  “consultation”  more  specifically  than  it 

had  been  before.  Dr.  Bideaux  issued 
;  administrative  rules  intended  to  ensure 
;  proper  consultation  by  his  staff.  He  and 
;  the  National  Division’s  Personnel 

•  Committee  removed  two  key  staff 


persons  involved  in  the  controversy  and 
gave  them  new  assignments  when  it  was 
determined  they  had  violated  the  new 
administrative  rules  during  the  fall. 

The  Reporter  spoke  about  the  episode 
with  two  retired  bishops  who  are  widely 
considered  as  experts  on  church 
structure. 

“There’s  a  tendency  to  see  this  as  a 
‘states-rights’  matter,  but  it  really  isn’t,” 
said  Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  Mississippi 
United  Methodist  leaders  have  not 
argued  that  their  views  should  take 
precedence  over  decisions  of  the  General 
Conference,  the  one  body  that  speaks  for 
the  entire  church,  the  bishop  said.  Rath¬ 
er,  he  said,  the  Mississippians  have  ar¬ 
gued  that  General  Conference  decisions 
should  take  precedence  over  the  views  of 
general  agency  staff  persons. 

The  1976  General  Conference  added  to 
“The  Book  of  Discipline”  a  provision  that 
requires  general  agencies  to  consult  with 
the  annual  conference  council  on 
ministries  before  spending  money  in  that 
conference.  The  1980  General  Conference 
said  the  bishop  also  must  be  consulted. 

Bishop  Ralph  T.  Alton  of  the  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  commented  on  the 
charges  by  several  groups  and  leaders  in 
the  denomination  that  the  “Mississippi 
controversy”  primarily  has  been  a  sign 
of  the  racism  of  local  church  leaders 
there. 

“Racism  is  involved  there,”  he  said. 
“But  I  don’t  believe  this  is  primarily  a 
racist  matter. 

“This  is  a  general  issue  that’s  part  of  a 
tension  present  throughout  my  time  in 
the  church:  Does  the  church  run  the 
general  boards  or  do  the  boards  run  the 
church?  If  I  sense  the  current  mood  of 
the  church,  there  is  a  feeling  that  the 
boards  have  to  be  responsible  to  the 
church.” 

Bishop  Alton  served  as  president  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  and  as  president  of  one  of 
Global  Ministries’  divisions. 

John  Stumbo,  a  director  of  Global 
Ministries  who  represented  the  agency 
before  the  Judicial  Council  in  October 
told  the  Reporter  that  he  and  many 
others  fear  that  “states-rights”  propo¬ 
nents  in  the  denomination  will  use  the 
Mississippi  controversy  to  persuade  the 
1984  General  Conference  to  require  ap¬ 
proval  of  general  agency  actions  by  local 
leaders  rather  than  just  their  advice. 

Bishop  Alton  agrees  that  this  could 
happen.  He  and  Bishop  Stowe  said  an 
“approval”  requirement  would  be 
extremely  harmful  to  the  ministry  of  the 
agencies. 

However,  Bishop  Alton  said,  “I  don’t 
think  the  mood  of  the  church  is  to  put 
shackles  on  the  general  agencies.”  If  the 
agencies  obey  the  consultation 
provisions  of  church  law,  General 
Conference  will  not  add  an  “approval” 
clause,  the  bishop  predicted. 


Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  confronted  the  issue 
of  homosexuality  in  at  least  two  major 
ways  during  1982.  One  was  direct  and 
dominant ;  the  other  was  indirect. 

The  direct  confrontation  claimed  more 
attention  by  United  Methodists  and  the 
denomination’s  communicators  than  any 
other  story  of  the  year,  according  to  a 
poll  by  United  Methodist  News  Service. 

The  confrontation  centered  on  charges 
against  Bishop  Melvin  E.  Wheatley  Jr.  of 
violating  the  church’s  discipline  and 
order,  his  subsequent  clearance,  and  a 
somewhat  related  Judicial  Council  ruling 
concerning  ordination  of  homosexuals. 

This  is  from  Robert  Lear’s  report  for 
the  News  Service: 

“One  of  the  year’s  top  stories  began 
shortly  before  the  end  of  1981  when 
Bishop  Wheatley  appointed  an  avowed 
homosexual  to  the  staff  of  a  Denver 
parish.  The  man  previously  had  been  on 
a  church  staff  in  Boulder,  Colo. 

“Then,  early  in  March  this  year,  an 
article  in  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
quoted  Bishop  Wheatley  as  saying  he  did 
not  believe  homosexuality  is  a  sin.  This 
led  89  members  of  three  congregations  in 
Georgia  to  accuse  the  bishop  of  spreading 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SEATTLE  —  Strong,  personal  words 
marked  the  year-end  reflections  by  the 
minister  who  chaired  the  investigation  of 
heresy  charges  against  Bishop  Melvin  E 
Wheatley  last  May. 

From  his  home  in  suburban  Des 
Moines,  the  Rev.  William  Ritchey  read 
the  Reporter  a  statement  prepared  at  the 
request  of  this  newspaper. 

Dr.  Ritchey  introduced  the  statement 
by  referrring  to  “the  intensity  of  those  36 
hours  in  Los  Angeles  (during  the 
investigation  itself),  the  volume  and  the 
condemnation  of  the  correspondence 
received  from  those  who  were  upset  by 
the  findings,  .  .  .  and  the  pain  of 
separation  when  one  of  my  gracious 
members,  a  mature  professional  woman, 
parted  ways  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  over  the  issue.” 

Dr.  Ritchey  then  defined 
homosexuality  as  “a  perplexing  and 
troublesome  issue  that  simply  will  not 
fade  away  .  .  because  the  homosexual 
community  sees  to  it  that  the  issue  is 
kept  before  us  ..." 

His  statement  continued : 


‘doctrines  contrary  to  the  established 
standards  of  doctrines  of  the  Church.” 

“A  congregation  in  Boulder  and 
another  in  Dallas  later  joined  in  the 
charges  against  Bishop  Wheatley. 

“A  Western  Jurisdiction  Committee  on 
Investigation  was  set  up.  On  May  21  it 
reported  it  found  no  ‘reasonable  grounds’ 
for  the  accusations.  (See  related  story). 
Although  settled  legally,  the  issue 
continued  to  evoke  letters  to  editors, 
both  for  and  against,  in  church 
periodicals  throughout  the  year. 

“Bishop  Wheatley  came  back  into  the 
eye  of  the  long-running  controversy 
about  sexual  orientation  of  the  clergy 
when  in  June  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference  appealed  to  the  church’s  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  an  episcopal  ruling  to  the  ef¬ 
fect  that  an  annual  conference  has  the 
right  to  qualify  candidates  for  ordination 
and  conference  membership  without 
regard  to  ‘same  sex  orientation.’  ” 

In  a  unanimous  ruling  at  its  autumn 
term,  the  church’s  Judicial  Council 
upheld  Bishop  Wheatley.  It  said  there  is 
nothing  in  church  law  that  explicitly 
prohibits  ordination  of  homosexual 
persons. 

"Several  bishops  during  the  year  spoke 


“The  condemnation  of  homosexuality 
and  the  findings  of  the  committee  and  the 
correspondence  I  received  and  still 
receive  raise  significant  questions.  Why 
are  such  intense  emotions  engendered  by 
this  issue?  My  answer  is  that  these  are 
visceral  responses  to  uneasiness  and 
feelings  of  guilt  which  still  infect  our 
perceptions  of  sexual  matters.  The 
insistence  of  many  of  the  correspondents 
on  a  specific,  rigid  interpretation  of  the 
Scriptures  as  the  only  basis  for  our 
understanding  of  homosexuality  * 
revealed  how  inadequately  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  informed  of  our 
affirmation  of  scripture,  tradition, 
reason  and  experience  in  formulating 
our  convictions.  It  was  obvious  that  there 
was  little  interest  in  celebrating  that 
heritage.  That  is  sad. 

“In  contrast  it  was  refreshing  to  find 
most  of  the  religious  press  affirming  that 
heritage  and  analyzing  the  issues  fairly. 

If  people  still  read,  there  are  some  good 
things  being  written  by  our  church 
journals. 

“This  morning  (Thursday,  Dec.  23)  the 
church  parking  lot  will  be  filled  with  cars 


out  plainly  in  opposition  to  ordination  of 
avowed,  practicing  homosexuals.  At 
least  nine  annual  conferences  took 
similar  stands.  One  conference  deliber¬ 
ately  elected  an  avowed  gay  to  a  confer¬ 
ence  board  ...  By  year’s  end,  the  stage 
appeared  set  for  a  mounting  debate  on  the 
issue  in  the  1984  General  Conference.” 

One  who  spoke  out  both  during  the  year 
and  at  year’s  end  on  the  issue  was  the 
Rev.  James  Heidinger  II.  executive 
secretary  of  the  denomination’s 
unofficial  “Good  News”  organization. 
Mr.  Heidinger  told  the  Reporter: 

“I  question  the  Judicial  Council  ruling 
with  the  Social  Principles  statement; 
with  paragraph  906.13  prohibiting  fund¬ 
ing  of  gay  caucuses  of  groups  advocating 
acceptance  of  homosexuality,  and  with 
paragraph  2621.11  which  includes  as 
chargeable  offenses  (a)  immorality  and 
(b)  practices  declared  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching. 

“It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the 
Judicial  Council  couldn’t  make  a 
judgment  call  on  the  clear  intent  of  our 
‘Book  of  Discipline.’  As  it  now  stands, 
one  could  be  ordained  as  an  elder  one  day 
and  brought  to  trial  the  next  day  under 
pa ragraph  2621 . 1  ( a )  or  ( b ) . 

recalled 

as  people  come  to  wait  in  line  at  the  food 
bank  to  receive  their  Christmas 
allocations  of  food  and  toys  for  the 
children.  Our  volunteers  serving  them 
are  harried  and  badly  overworked. 

“Across  the  waters  of  Puget  Sound,  50 
miles  as  the  crow  flies,  the  new  Trident 
submarine,  Ohio*  comes  and  goes  on  its 
ghostly  mission.  Some  of  my  engineers  in 
the  aerospace  industry  are  at  work  on 
God  know  what  instruments  of 
destruction.  Where  is  the  concern  about 
these  issues?  Where  is  the  intensity  of 
feeling?  Why  aren’t  our  people  taking 
their  pens  in  hand  to  write  angry  and 
insistent  words  to  those  responsible  for 
grinding  poverty  and  the  nuclear 
buildup?  Maybe  they  are.  I  don’t  see  it. 

“I  hear  a  lot  of  words  condemning 
others  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality  but 
few  words  of  concern  for  the  pain  and 
potential  disaster  confronting  our 
society. 

“Hopefully,  we  will  be  able  to  place  this 
issue  in  the  right  perspective.  If  the  work 
we  did  in  Los  Angeles  helped  a  bit,  it  was 
well  worth  the  effort,”  Dr.  Ritchey  said. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Young  minister 
finds  4 strength ’ 
in  accuser  role 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WAVERLY  HALL,  Ga.  —  The  young 
minister  here  who  led  members  of  his 
congregation  in  accusing  Bishop  Melvin 
E.  Wheatley  of  heresy  (see  related  story) 
said  he  benefitted  in  many  ways  from  the 
experience. 

“I  felt  a  strength  that  was  not  my  own, 
that  was  the  Lord’s  presence,”  the  Rev. 
David  Hendrix  told  the  Reporter. 
“Jeremiah  1:18,  in  which  the  Lord 
promises  to  ‘make  you  this  day  ...  an 
iron  pillar’  became  very  real  to  me.  I 
thought  of  it  many  times  as  I  made  my 
presentation  to  the  Committee  on 
Investigation  in  Los  Angeles.”  (His 
reference  was  tc  the  group  which 
formally  heard  the  accusations  and 
reported  it  found  no  “reasonable 
grounds”  for  a  church  trial  based  on  the 
accusations  against  Bishop  Wheatley). 

“The  experience  helped  me  gain 
confidence  to  face  other  confrontations 
and  to  encourage  other  people  because  of 
it. 

“I’ve  been  accused  of  doing  what  I  did 
because  this  is  a  homophobic  thing  with 
me.  That  is  not  true.  I  have  three  reasons 
for  what  I  did:  (1)  our  church,  under  a 
ruling  like  Bishop  Wheatley's  in  which  he 
said  he  clearly  does  not  believe 
homosexuality  is  a  sin,  has  abandoned  its 
biblical  tradition;  (2)  I  am  concerned 
about  what  this  ruling  and  the  Judicial 
Council  decision  will  do  for  young 
persons  who  are  tempted  to  enter  a 
homosexual  lifestyle  and  who  hear  one  of 
our  bishops  say  that  lifestyle  is  not  a  sin ; 
(3)  our  denomination  of  almost  10 
million  members  is  not  offering  a 
redemptive  ministry  to  those 
homosexual  persons  who  want  to  be  and 
can  be  changed  from  that  lifestyle.” 

Dr.  Hendrix  told  of  receiving  a  letter, 
based  on  a  story  about  the  Wheatley 
ruling  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times,  from  a 
former  homosexual.  “  ‘Don’t  give  up,’ 
this  person  said  to  me  The  Lord  has 
changed  my  life  and  He  can  change 
others.'  ” 

Dr.  Hendrix,  whose  three-point  charge 
near  Columbus,  Ga.,  has  less  than  300 
members,  said  his  congregations  have 
been  very  supportive  and  generous.  He 
also  said  he  has  received  some 
interesting  invitations  to  speak. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


LEXINGTON,  Miss.  —  Eddie  James  Carthan,  left,  who  has  been  at  the 
center  of  the  controversy  over  United  Methodist  involvement  in  his 
criminal  cases,  sits  next  to  his  chief  defense  counsel,  Johnny  Walls  Jr. 
during  a  press  conference  in  the  courtroom  of  the  Holmes  County 
Courthouse. 
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New  TV  task  force  tries 

Debt-ridden  commission 
gropes  for  new  direction 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Associate  Editor 

To  the  certainties  of  death  and  taxes, 
United  Methodists  can  add  one  more: 
They  do  have  a  television  presence  and 
ministry  —  many  of  them,  in  fact. 

But  the  denomination  does  not  have  a 
National  TV  Presence  and  Ministry  as 
the  1980  General  Conference  had 
intended  and  voted.  Rather,  the  UMC’s 
General  Commission  on  Communications 
(UMCOM)  has  the  better  part  of  a  $1 
million  deficit  remaining  to  be  paid  for 
expenses  of  a  failed  campaign  to  raise 
$25  million  to  fund  the  envisioned  national 
TV  ministry.  The  campaign,  which  came 
to  a  virtual  halt  in  1982,  spent  $1  for  each 
$2  it  raised. 

What  did  not  halt,  though,  was  the 
determination  by  many  denominational 
leaders  to  learn  from  past  mistakes  and 
develop  a  new  strategy  which  might  yet 
result  in  United  Methodism’s  having  a 
ministry  of  local,  regional  and  national 
television. 

Toward  that  strategy,  the  General 
Commission  on  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCOM)  has  formed 
a  14-person  task  force  chaired  by  Bishop 
Paul  A.  Duffey  of  the  Louisville  Area. 
The  task  force,  in  turn  is  embarking  on 
Churchwide  effort  related  to  a  seven-step 
plan  that  could  lead  to  new  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  television. 

These  are  the  steps  : 

1.  Gather  information  from  the  church 
“from  top  to  bottom.”  In  Atlanta  a 
consultation  on  TV  ministry  Feb.  4-5  with 
a  broadly  representative  group  of  60-70 
persons  will  be  a  major  part  of  this  step. 
A  questionnaire  has  also  been  sent  out  to 
solicit  UM  views. 

2.  Analyze  the  information. 

3.  Formulate  a  plan  in  consultation 
with  the  Council  of  Bishops,  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  and  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

4.  Submit  the  plan  to  the  Communica¬ 
tions  commission. 

5.  Submit  the  plan  to  1983  sessions  of 
annual  conferences  for  reactions. 

6.  Analyze  and  further  refine  the  plan. 

7.  Present  it  to  the  communications 
commission  for  final  processing  in  the 
fall  of  1983  and  to  the  General  Conference 
in  1984 


Involvement  of  the  church’s  three 
highest  councils  is  a  new  wrinkle  in  the 
television  ministry  exploration. 
Likewise  unprecedented  is  the  national 
exploratory  consultation  on  this  subject. 

Denominational  planners  acknowledge 
that  no  look-ahead  into  TV  presence  and 
ministry  can  be  complete  without  some 
reflection  about  what  went  wrong  with 
the  sweeping  plan  adopted  in  1980. 

What  went  wrong? 

One  who  saw  the  1980  plan  through 
from  its  inception  in  1978  to  its  1982 
demise  was  Charles  Cappleman, 
president  of  UMCom  and  a  vice  president 
of  CBS  television.  Mr.  Cappleman  gave 
the  Reporter  this  view  of  what  happened: 

‘‘When  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  presented  the  TV  Presence  and 
Ministry  plan  to  the  1980  General  Con¬ 
ference,  it  sought  to  raise  funds  for  the 
denomination’s  use  of  modern  media 
without  diverting  apportioned  funds 
from  existing  benevolent  uses. 

"Hence,  the  appeal  was  designed  to  be 
voluntary  with  funds  sought  primarily 
from  individuals.  An  erroneous  impression 
was  assumed  by  many  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  that  there  were  affluent 
United  Methodists  already  lined  up  to 
donate  a  major  portion  of  these  funds, 
that  the  task  of  raising  the  balance  would 
be  simple  and  would  place  few  demands 
upon  the  connectional  system. 

“Discussion  on  the  floor  of  the  General 
Conference  centered  mainly  on  one 
feature  of  the  plan  which  called  for  the 
purchase  of  a  commercial  television 
station  which,  among  other  benefits, 
would  provide  future  income  to  support 
media  ministries  of  the  denomination. 

“Lost  in  the  discussion  seemed  to  be  an 
understanding  that  the  goals  and 
objectives  of  the  plan  were  to  evangelize 
through  all  modern  media,  to  educate 
through  the  use  of  video  in  the  local 
church  school,  and  to  use  contemporary 


media  devices  to  achieve  better  internal 
communication. 

“The  delegates  were  told  the  station 
was  not  the  goal,  but  simply  a  means  to 
the  goal.  To  this  day,  there  remains 
widespread  lack  of  understanding  as  to 
what  this  plan  hoped  to  achieve.” 

Mr.  Cappleman  also  said  that  a 
national  fund-raising  strategy  to  "raise 
90  percent  of  the  funds  from  10  percent  of 
the  people  simply  did  not  work  for  this 
national  effort.  That  strategy  may  work 
well  for  capital  fund-raising  efforts  like 
church  buildings  where  there  is  a  well- 
knit  constituency  and  where  the  goal  is 
specific  and  can  be  illustrated,  but  it 
simply  did  not  work  for  this  effort  where 
the  goals  were  ideas  and  not  easily 
understood  by  people  who  do  not  work  in 
the  media.” 

He  also  said  that  an  attempt  during  the 
nationally  telecast  “uplink”  program 
Sept.  21,  1981,  "to  downplay  station 
ownership  and  emphasize  other  aspects 
of  the  plan”  was  considered  by  some  to 
be  a  major  change  of  goals  and  this  “hurt 
the  fund-raising  effort.” 

The  fund-raising  team  was  brought  to 
full  strength  "much  too  soon,"  Mr. 
Cappleman  said,  and  “ultimately  the 
expense  of  the  campaign  without  receipt 
of  major  gifts  forced  curtailment." 

Regional  developments  supported 

Mr.  Cappleman  added,  "There  seems 
to  be  a  greater  awareness  ( today)  of  the 
need  for  churches  to  use  TV  and  video  in 
outreach  and  education.  A  number  of 
new  local  and  regional  ministries  are 
coming  into  being,  and  all  —  new  and  old 
—  are  worthy  of  encouragement  and 
support.  My  personal  opinion  is  that  the 
denomination  still  needs  a  strong 
national  TV  effort  to  augment  and 
resource  each  of  these  and  to  accomplish 
programming  which  is  beyond  their 
scope."  At  year’s  end  there  is  a 
functioning  statewide  television  ministry 
in  Louisiana  tying  together  churches  and 


again 

districts  across  the  conference  This 
television  presence  and  ministry 
operates  out  of  what  is  easily  the  most 
ambitious  local  church  effort  —  the  $3 
million  studio  and  production  facility 
owned  and  operated  by  First  UMC  of 
Shreveport. 

Some  46  satellite  "downlink  dishes" 
have  been  purchased  and  set  up  across 
Louisiana  so  that  every  local  United 
Methodist  church  is  within  15  miles  of  a 
receiver  station.  Weekly,  a  one-hour 
satellite  "feed”  originating  with  the 
general  communications  commission 
and  a  church  school  teacher  training 
program  are  sent  via  satellite  from  the 
Shreveport  church  to  the  46  downlink 
receivers. 

Perhaps  the  most  ambitious  regional 
venture  still  in  the  early  stages  is  the 
Wesleyan  Satellite  Network  launched  in 
November  by  trustees  representing 
seven  annual  conferences,  major  local 
churches  and  UM-related  institutions  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  (see  Reporter, 
Dec.  3). 

The  new  network’s  president,  the  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Robertson,  wrote  this  in  the 
WSNet  prospectus : 

“The  goal  of  WSNet  is  not  to  compete 
with  nor  to  usurp  the  role  of  general 
boards  or  agencies  as  authorized  by  the 
General  Conference,  but  expects  to: 
1)  begin  where  we  are,  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  with  our  existing  functioning 
communication  ministries;  2)  assemble 
a  WSNet  board  of  trustees;  3)  develop  a 
grassroots  telecommunications 
fellowship  (The  WSNet  Society); 
4)  create  a  satellite  delivery  system  that 
enhances  the  ministry  of  local  churches, 
annual  conferences  and  church-related 
institutions,  and  5)  develop  a  system  of 
two-way  interactive  communications 
among  WSNet  participants.”  The  new 
network’s  next  business  meeting,  to 
include  budget  and  program  adoption, 
will  be  Feb.  7,  only  two  days  after  the 
national  consultation  in  Atlanta. 

Vigorous  plans  to  improve  and  expand 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction’s 
Television  Ministry  have  also  been 
authorized,  according  to  the  Rev.  G. 
Ross  Freeman,  jurisdictional  program 
executive. 


Need  still  exists 

TV  funding  failure  viewed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

It’s  been  a  year  since  A.  Leroy 
Lightner  was  terminated  from  his  job 
as  head  of  the  national  fund-raising 
staff  which  tried  unsuccessfully  to  raise 
$25  million  for  a  National  “Television 
Presence  and  Ministry”  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Lightner  is 
back  where  he 
came  from,  profes¬ 
sionally.  He  is  a 
vice  president  for 
a  Nashville  adver¬ 
tising  agency, 
doing  what  he  had 
done  for  more  than 
30  years  with  a  New 
York-based  agen¬ 
cy.  He  left  that  job 
he  said,  because  he  was  convinced  that 
the  job  which  needed  to  be  done  —  to 
help  United  Methodism  fill  "a  great 
void”  in  television  ministry  —  was 
more  important  than  what  he  was  doing 
in  the  commercial  world. 

The  void  is  still  there,  he  says,  but 
there’s  no  bitterness  in  his  voice  as  he 
talks  about  what  went  wrong  in  the 
fund-raising  campaign 

“You  don’t  sell  a  product  —  not  more 
than  once,  anyhow  —  unless  it  fills  a 
need.  That  is  ever  so  true  in 
philanthropy.  People  who  are  asked  to 
give  major  amounts  must  be  able  to  see 
what  benefits  their  gifts  will  provide. 
We  spent  a  year  trying  to  clarify  the 
needs  for  a  national  United  Methodist 
TV  presence  and  ministry  and  how  the 
purchase  of  a  television  station  would 
enable  us  to  afford  all  kinds  of 
programs  to  reach  out  for  Christ. 

“The  General  Conference  fell  short  of 
clarifying  how  we  could  use  satellites 
and  cable  to  reach  beyond  the  one 
station  that  we  talked  about  buying. 
People  kept  asking  where  would  our 
station  be  and  what  kind  of  programs 
and  advertising  would  be  on  our 
station?” 

The  campaign  floundered,  he  went 
on,  amid  a  multiplicity  of  “opposing 
forces”  —  not  so  much  forces  of 


outright  opposition  as  of  lukewarm 
resistance. 

“The  existing  television  ministries  — 
the  Sunday  worship  services  —  felt 
threatened.  Many  felt  that  the  same 
dollars  could  be  better  spent  on  other 
United  Methodist  causes  such  as  world 
hunger  or  the  eth¬ 
nic  minority  local 
church  missional 
priority. 

“Then  there 
was  always  the 
problem  of  the 
promise,  made  or 
implied,  at  the 
General  Confer¬ 
ence  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  would  be 
conducted  outside 
the  denominational  fund  -raising 
structure.  This  was  interpreted  by 
some  to  mean  that  all  the  money  would 
come  from  a  few  United  Methodists  or 
from  other  sources  such  as  foundations. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  found  suspicion  in 
a  lot  of  annual  conferences  that  we  were 
competing  for  their  funds  and  programs. 

“We  sensed  an  eagerness  among 
rank  and  file  United  Methodists  for  us 
to  get  with  it  in  using  new  technology. 
We  sensed  more  inherent  support  from 
people  in  the  pew  than  among  the 
leadership  at  each  level  of  the  church. 
This  campaign,  like  any  fund-raising 
program,  needed  more  than  grassroots 
receptivity.  It  needed  leaders  in  the 
churches,  conferences  and  areas  to 
mobilize  the  grassroots  support.  ” 

Mr.  Lightner  added  that  the  failure 
to  secure  one  major  donor  who  would 
also  chair  the  national  fund-raising 
campaign  was  a  major  flaw. 

“It  was  a  real  joy  to  meet  a  lot  of 
wonderful  people  in  the  search  for  the 
national  chairperson,”  he  said.  “I  was 
commended  for  my  presentation  and 
my  enthusiasm.  But  I  was  disappointed 
that  I  couldn’t  communicate  the  same 
enthusiasm  to  them.” 

“I  gave  it  my  best  shot.  I  still  believe 
in  the  need  for  a  United  Methodist 
national  TV  presence  and  ministry. 

-  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


LeRoy  Lightner 


A  call  for  peace: 


Appeal  for  6 messengers  of  reconciliation’ 
symbolizes  nationwide  efforts  of  UMs 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
Staff  Writer 

Early  last  spring,  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  issued  a  pastoral 
letter  calling  for  an  end  to  the  stockpiling 
of  nuclear  weapons  through  a  bilateral 
freeze,  saying  that  the  issue  of  human 
survival  “transcends  all  others.” 

“In  His  spirit,”  the  bishops  said,  “we 
are  called  to  be  agents,  messengers  of 
reconciliation." 

The  letter,  read  in  many  local 
congregations,  seemed  to  be  the  spark 
for  much  United  Methodist  action.  By  the 
end  of  June,  63  of  the  73  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  had  adopted 
resolutions  on  peace,  most  of  them 
endorsing  the  bishops’  call  to  “pray  and 
work  for  peace  with  justice  and 
freedom.” 

Working  for  peace  seemed  to  take 
almost  every  conceivable  form  among 
United  Methodists  from  marching  in 
anti-nuclear  rallies  to  offering  seminars 
on  how  families  can  better  deal  with 
conflict  to  going  to  the  polls  in  support  of 
nuclear  freeze  referenda  which  were  on 
ballots  in  nine  states  last  fall. 

More  than  10,000  United  Methodist 
Women  were  called  to  action  during  their 
quadrennial  assembly  in  April  where 
they  heard  a  vivid  and  chilling  account  of 
what  might  happen  in  case  of  a  nuclear 
attack  from  representatives  of 


Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility,  a 
national  organization  of  doctors 
concerned  with  the  medical 
consequences  of  nuclear  warfare. 

But  while  some  groups  seemed  to  be 
the  voice  of  impending  doom,  “the 
‘horrible  end’  is  not  the  full  agenda  for 
the  Christian  church,”  said  the  Rev. 
Robert  McClean  of  the  UMC’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  “The  role 
of  Christians  is  that  of  offering  *a  voice  of 
hope'  —  of  what  could  be  alternatives,  of 
what  could  be  done  with  the  money  now 
being  spent  on  bombs. 

“There  are  those  of  us  who  look  at  what 
could  be  done  to  feed  and  clothe  the 
hungry,  naked  people  of  the  world. 
Working  towards  those  ends  can  make 
the  church  the  positive  voice,”  he  said. 
“We  can  talk  about  issues  that  don’t 
scare  people  to  death.” 

United  Methodists  have  caught  the 
momentum  for  positive  action  on  several 
fronts,  the  Reporter  learned  through 
interviews  with  peace-active  UMs. 

In  Wisconsin,  grassroots  efforts  by 
local  churches  are  credited  with 
influencing  persons  to  vote  for  the  state’s 
nuclear  freeze  —  with  proper  surveil¬ 
lance  —  referendum,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Dick  Truitt,  superintendent  of  the 
Wisconsin  UM  conference’s  Southeast 
District. 

“In  Wisconsin  the  story  is  being  told 


Many  United  Methodists  and  others  in  the  religious  community  found 
peace  with  justice  and  the  morality  of  nuclear  weapons  issues  behind  which 
to  rally  in  1982.  A  pastoral  letter  issued  by  the  UMC’s  Council  of  Bishops 
called  for  world  disarmament,  saying  that  the  issue  of  human  survival 


simply  that  we  live  in  a  nuclear  age 
which  could  result  in  planetary  suicide," 
Mr.  Truitt  said.  “The  church  got  in  there 
and  got  a  referendum  passed.  We 
learned  that  a  local  congregation  can  do 
something  about  this  issue. 

“We  are  no  ultra-liberals,”  he  told  the 
Reporter.  “Theologically,  you  could  even 
say  that  we  in  Wisconsin  UM  churches 
are  rather  conservative.  As  conserva¬ 
tives  we  look  to  the  Scriptures  to  learn 
more  about  human  understanding  and  to 
better  understand  our  own  ability  to  sin.  ” 

Bethany  UMC  in  Madison,  Wis.,  is  an 
example  of  how  some  local 
congregations  have  rallied  around  the 
peace  issue.  A  peace  fellowship  of 
several  members,  formed  last  year, 
drafted  the  resolution  in  support  of  a 
weapons  freeze  which  was  subsequently 
adopted  by  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference  delegates.  A  videotape  on 
nuclear  holocaust  from  a  film  called 
“The  Last  Epidemic”  is  shown  regularly 
in  the  church  lounge. 

Some  United  Methodists  made  peace  a 
personal  cause.  In  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  the 
Rev.  Lycurgus  Starkey  of  Kirkwood 
UMC  held  a  “freeze  party”  in  his  home. 
He  invited  United  Methodist  ministers  to 
hear  the  nuclear  freeze  concept  debated 
and  to  sign  a  petition  in  support  of  it  if 
they  were  convinced  a  freeze  might 


work.  Members  of  Kirkwood  also  took 
their  concern  to  the  Missouri  East 
Annual  Conference  by  sponsoring  a 
showing  of  the  film,  “The  Last 
Epidemic.” 

“The  bottom  line  for  me  is  that  the 
threat  of  mutual  incineration  involves 
me  in  the  decision-making,”  Dr. 
Starkey  said.  “There  are  many  of  us  who 
may  not  be  pacifists  but  who  have 
become  pacifist  in  terms  of  nuclear  war 
because  it  is  non-selective  in  its 
destruction.  As  a  Christian  I  cannot 
morally  defend  the  deployment  of 
weapons  that  can  kill  indiscriminately.” 

To  some  United  Methodists,  however, 
all  this  activity  reflected  the  need  for  a 
clearer  understanding  and  broader  view 
of  the  means  and  end  results  of 
disarmament.  Diane  Knippers,  a  United 
Methodist  on  the  staff  of  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy  —  an 
organization  which  monitors  mainline 
church  involvement  in  international 
issues  —  said  that  nuclear  disarmament 
may  not  be  the  “catch-all”  solution  to 
world  conflict. 

“We  could  all  agree  that  peace  is  not 
simply  the  cessation  of  violence,”  Ms. 
Knippers  said.  “A  true  and  lasting  peace 
must  be  based  on  more  than  that 
concept.  What  is  lacking  in  the  church’s 
emphasis  is  a  broader  concern  for  peace 
with  justice.  We  must  consider  political 


"transcends  all  others.”  By  the  end  of  June  63  of  the  73  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  had  adopted  resolutions  on  the  peace  issue,  most  of  them 
endorsing  the  bishops'  statement. 
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and  religious  liberty  and  the  right  to  self- 
determination  for  all.” 

She  denounced  the  UM  bishops’ 
pastoral  letter  on  disarmament  as 
simplistic  and  narrowly-focused.  “The 
bishops  essentially  affirmed  the 
Hatfield-Kennedy  freeze  amendment 
without  naming  it.  Even  other  freeze 
options  were  ignored,"  she  said. 

“I  think  it  is  self-defeating  in  a  peace 
effort  to  tell  people  you’re  not  a  Christian 
if  you  don’t  believe  in  a  freeze.  The 
church  needs  to  look  at  alternatives  to 
pacifism.” 

Peace  education  efforts  —  starting 
with  finding  peaceful  resolutions  to 
family  conflicts  and  extending  that  to 
teaching  about  the  global  interdepend¬ 
ence  of  people  and  nations  —  was  another 
action  area  for  United  Methodists  con¬ 
cerned  about  developing  peaceful  atti¬ 
tudes  in  a  world  which  erupted  repeat¬ 
edly  in  violence  during  1982. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Rev.  Jeffrey  Brown 
ended  his  ninth  year  as  head  of  a 


statewide  global  peace  education 
program  for  the  public  schools.  “We  are 
trying  to  help  children  and  adults  see  the 
world  as  an  interdependent  system,”  Mr. 
Brown  told  the  Reporter.  “That  way  we 
can  look  at  problems  like  hunger  and 
nuclear  weapons  build-up  in  terms  of 
how  they  affect  all  of  us.  I  think  that 
coincides  with  the  Christian  viewpoint  of 
being  one  in  God’s  sight  —  at  least  it 
should.” 

Future  peacemaking  efforts  will 
include  more  education,  several  persons 
told  the  Reporter.  Mr.  Brown  of  New 
Jersey  said  church  efforts  should 
become  “less  propagandist  and  more 
educational.” 


ASSISTANT  ADMINISTRATOR 
FOR  CHILD  CARE 

Position  open  at  Methodist  Home.  Woco,  Texas. 
Moster  s  degree  in  Social  Worfc  or  related  field 
preferred,  with  experience  in  child  core.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resumes  by  Jonuary  31,  1983 
to:  Dr.  Jack  Kyle  Daniels,  Methodist  Home,  1111 
Herring.  Woco.  Texas  76708,  (817)  753-0181 


MAKE  SURE  YOUR  CHURCH  ALWAYS  ORDERS  ENOUGH! 

Che  Upper  Room  alive  new  l  Christian  homc 


THE  UPPER  ROOM.  1908  Grand  Avenue.  P.0.  Box  189,  Nashville.  TN  37202 


"Is  your  church  using 
the  most  affordable, 
effective  and  efficient  method 
of  reaching  its  members?” 


AFFORDABLE: 

Some  people  always  think  the 
best  costs  the  most.  Not  true  if 
you’re  comparing  the  costs  of  a 
weekly  newsletter  with  a  local 
edition  of  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  When  real  costs  of  a 
weekly  newsletter  are  compared 
with  the  options  available  at  the 
Reporter  ...  in  most  instances  the 
Reporter  costs  less.  When  a  church 
catches  the  vision  of  what  the  Re¬ 
porter  can  do  for  them,  finances 
are  usually  not  an  obstacle. 

EFFECTIVE: 

What  would  be  most  effective:  a 
bulletin  newsletter  relying  totally 
on  local  church  news,  with  few  if 
any  pictures,  and  little  typographi¬ 
cal  choice  ...  or  your  church’s 
news  appearing  on  the  front  page  of 
a  nationally  circulated  newspaper 
backed  up  on  its  inside  pages  by  a- 
ward  winning  news  stories,  special 
features  of  significance  for  the 
local  church,  a  national  forum  of 
opinion  from  church  members 
across  America,  with  timely 
editorials  on  topics  of  continuing 


concern  and  interest  to  church 
members. 

EFFICIENT: 

No  more  folding  and  stapling  .  .  . 
no  more  sorting  and  pasting  of 
labels.  In  one  bold  stroke  of  effi¬ 
ciency  the  Reporter  will  do  it  all 
for  you  every  week  .  .  .  even  down 
to  creating,  maintaining  and  updat¬ 
ing  without  charge  a  new  mailing 
list. 

Affordable  .  .  .  effective  .  .  .  effi¬ 
cient  ...  the  list  could  go  on  .  . .  but 
those  three  are  hard  to  beat. 

Why  not  write  in  for  a  free 
analysis  of  cost  .  .  .  free  sample 
copies  for  your  board  and  decision 
makers  .  .  .  and  an  explanation  of 
how  your  local  church  can  have  its 
own  front  page  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

Write: 

Strick  Strickland 

Box  ‘>71 076 

Dept.  31D 

Dallas,  Texas  75222 

Or  call,  (214)630-6495. 


